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PM Fasal Bima Yojana becomes safety net for farmers

% Hamara Sankalp VlkSIt Bll'a Claims worth #1 lakh 50 thousand crore paid to 16 crore farmers

Soren returns to Ranchi,

Raj Kumar

letters@hindustantimes.com

RANCHI: Jharkhand’'s ruling
coalition reposed faith in
embattled chief minister
Hemant Soren after a late-
evening meeting on Tuesday,
capping a dramatic day that
saw the 48-year-old leader
emerge in Ranchi after driving
1,300km by road from Delhi,
where an Enforcement Direct-
orate team missed him a day
earlier, sparking a massive
political storm over allegations
that he was absconding.

The meeting, held at the
chief minister’s residence in
Ranchi, was attended by all leg-
islators of the ruling Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM)-led alli-
ance, and hus wife Kalpana
Soren, amid mounting specula-
tion that she might step in as
CM if he is arrested by the fed-
eral agency.

"I reside in your hearts,” he
said in Ranchi after paying trib-
utes to Mahatma Gandhi on his
death anniversary, while
responding to a query regard-
ing his absence.

“We all are committed to fol-
lowing the footsteps and ideol-
ogies of the Father of the
Nation. We are proud that such
people were born among us
and guided us,” he added.

continued on-=27

digs heels amid ED hunt

Jharkhand chief minister Hemant Soren leaves for a meeting in Ranchi on Tuesday. PTI

CM took a 1,300km overnight car
ride as his plane was under watch

Neeraj Chauhan and
Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: While the Enforce-
ment Directorate continued to
camp at the airport in Delhi
waiting for Jharkhand chief
minister Hemant Soren to board
a return flight to Ranchi, the

48-year-old leader undertook a
1,300-km journey by road to
reach the state capital on Tues-
day, people familiar with the
matter said.

Soren landed at New Delhi's
IGI airport on Friday and was
expected to fly out by a private
plane, airport officials said. This
aircraft was parked at the airport

and an ED team was stationed at
the airport in case he sought to
fly back to Ranchi.

Soren was “"around” New Delhi
for legal consultation, the people
cited in the first instance said,
stressing that there was no need
for the agency to go looking for
him in Delhi since he had already
responded to ED summons. -ps

Chandigarh mayor drama:
Invalid votes, and a BJP win

Mandeep Kaur Narula

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) on Tuesday won
the Chandigarh mayoral poll after
the chair scrapped a fourth of the
Opposition’s votes in a controver-
sial decision, sparking allegations
of vote tampering that marred the
first electoral showdown between
the ruling party and the 27-party
Indian National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA).

In a House of 35 (and one MP,
the BJP's Kirron Kher, as ex-offi-
cio member) the INDIA bloc can-

didate Kuldeep Dhalor was tipped
to win after the Aam Aadmi
Party, with 13 members, and the
Congress, with 7, joined hands
and supported a joint nominee.
But he was defeated by the BJP's
Manoj Sonkar after the nomi-
nated councillor officiating the
election, BJP office bearer Anil
Masih, declared eight votes
invalid.

No official reason was given for
the decision during the
announcement of the results.
Masih, later in the evening, said
that the ballot papers had some
pen marks. 3P9

The numbers

3 Number of members
in Chandigarh House
+ 1 MP as ex-officio member

1 Votes needed to
win mayoral polls

20 12
AAP+
Congress

16

BJP+SAD
+MP

Invalid

IMF UPGRADES
INDIA GROWTH
ESTIMATE TO 6.7%

Roshan Kishore
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: IMF has made an
upward revision to its growth
forecast for India for the fiscal
year 2023-24, taking it to 6.7%.
While this is an upward revision
of 40 basis points — one basis
point is one hundredth of a per-
centage point — it is still lower
than India’s own estimates for
GDP growth in 2023-24, which
is 7.3%. P23

All 14 suspended MPs
to be back for session

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha on Tuesday
revoked the suspension of 14
Opposition MPs, who were pena-
lised along with 132 others during
the Winter Session of Parliament
last month, to allow them to
attend President Droupadi
Murmu’s first address to both
Houses in the new Parliament

building and the Budget Session
from Wednesday.

A record 146 opposition MPs
from both Houses of Parliament
were penalised over a span of six
days during the 14-day Winter
Session after they refused to
budge on their demand for a
statement from home minister
Amit Shah on Parliament security
breach on December 13. Of these,
100 were from the Lower House
and 46 from the Upper House.-»ps

LAND-FOR-JOBS:
DAY AFTER LALU

ED SLEUTHS QUIZ
SON TEJASHWI

Avinash Kumar

letters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Former Bihar deputy
chief minister and Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) leader
Tejashwi Yadav was interro-
gated by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in a money-
laundering case linked to the
land-for-jobs scam on Tuesday,
a day after his father and former
chief minister Lalu Prasad was
quizzed in the matter. The inter-
rogation lasted for over nine
hours, as he left the ED office at
around 8.05pm, people familiar
with the matter said. P8

3 YADAV FAMILY
MEMBERS IN FIRST
5P LIST FOR POLLS

LUCKNOW: The Samajwadi Party
on Tuesday released a list of can-
didates for 16 Lok Sabha seats in
Uttar Pradesh, naming Dimple
Yadav, wife of party supremo
Akhilesh Yadav, and two other
leaders from the Yadav family —
Akshay Yadav and Dharmendra
Yadav for the elections that are
still months away. Dimple Yadav,
a three-time MP, has been fielded
from the Mainpuri seat, which she
won in a bypoll after Mulayam
Singh Yadav's death. P8

{ |
First snow leopard census in India puts
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A snow leopard near Shimla.

HT ARCHIVE

national count at 718 across 6 h

Jayashree Nandi

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: There are around 718
snow leopards in the country, the
first-ever population estimation
exercise of the vulnerable species
by the Snow Leopard Population
Assessment in India (SPAI) Pro-
gram has found.

Union environment minister,
Bhupender Yadav released the
report, Status of Snow Leopards in

illy states

India, during the National Board
for Wildlife meeting in Delhi on
Tuesday.

During the assessment held
from 2019 to 2023, a total of 241
unique snow leopards were photo-
graphed. Based on the analysis,
Ladakh has the highest estimated
population of the animal (477) fol-
lowed by Uttarakhand (124), Him-
achal Pradesh (51), Arunachal Pra-
desh (36), Sikkim (21), and Jammu
& Kashmir (9). P10

Imran Khan

IMRAN KHAN
GETS 10-YR TERM
FOR "EXPOSING
OFFICIAL SECRETS'

Rezaul H Laskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A Pakistan court on
Tuesday gave a 10-year prison
term to former prime minister
Imran Khan and former foreign
minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi
for leaking confidential state infor-
mation in what has come to be
known as the cipher case.

The verdict, delivered nine days
ahead of the February 8 general
election, is expected to further
affect the prospects of Khan's Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party.
Khan's supporters have contended
thiswas the latestin a raft of legal
cases aimed at sidelining the crick-
eter-turned-politician, who contin-
ues to enjoy widespread grass-
roots support.

Presiding judge Abul Hasnat
Zulgarnain announced the ruling
at Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi. -»p1e

Rahul Singh

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Indian Navy on
Tuesday said that its offshore
patrol vessel INS Sumitra res-
cued an [ranian-flagged fishing
vessel (FV) hijacked by armed
pirates off the Somali coast, the
second such action in the last
24 hours in the Arabian Sea
where the security situation
has deteriorated significantly
due to the resurgence of piracy
and missile and drone attacks
by Iran-backed Houthi rebels.

FV Al Naeemi, the second
[ranian-flagged vessel to be res-
cued by INS Sumitra, was car-
rying a crew of 19 Pakistani
nationals.

The Indian Navy also helped
rescue a hijacked Sri Lankan
fishing trawler in the Indian
Ocean on January 29, in a joint
operation with the Seychelles
Defence Forces and Sri Lanka
Navy around 955 nautical miles
east of Mogadishu. This action
involved INS Sharda, also an
offshore patrol vessel.

"INS Sumitra, having
thwarted the piracy attempt on
FV Iman, carried out yet
another successful anti-piracy
operation off the east coast of
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INS Sumitra rescues 19
Pak sailors, pirates

Commandos stand guard with a group of detained pirates after
the Indian Navy freed a hijacked fishing vessel. INDIANNAVY/AFPPHOTO

Niraj Pandit
letters@ hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: India does not fear
Beijing and rather welcomes
competition and tries to be

better than other countries,
external affairs minister S

Jaishankar said atan event in
Mumbai on Tuesday. "It

India welcomes competition in
global politics, says Jaishankar

(China) is India’s neighbour
and is going to deploy resour-
ces and shape South Asia’s
geopolitical situation in
‘China’s way’,” Jaishankar
said, adding that rather than
complaining about what
China is doing, he said India’s
response is, “Let me do better
than that.” P10
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{ MY INDIA } ED CHARGE SHEET

‘Lalu, family got land
from job candidates’

RJID chief Lalu Prasad Yadav and his family
members acquired at a discount, separate land
parcels from the candidates who were given jobsin
the railways with a purpose to "consolidate” the land
already owned by the family to increase the size of
their overall landholding and, therefore, its value in
the real estate market, the ED has claimed in its
charge sheet filed earlier this month in the land-for-
jobs money laundering probe. Overall, seven land
parcels in Patna were transferred at throwaway
prices in the name of Yadav's wife Rabri Devi and
daughter Hema Yadav by the family members of the
candidates or the candidates themselves who
applied for and received jobs as Group D substitutes
in railways when Yadav headed the Union ministry
forrailways between 2004 and 2009.

{ MY INDIA } PILOTS DE-ROSTERED

Baku flight takes off
without ATC all-clear

—

P8

Two IndiGo pilots were taken off flying duty
after they allegedly took off from Delhi airport for
Baku, Azerbaijan’s capital, without the requisite
clearance from Air Traffic Controllers (ATC), officials
aware of the matter said. The pilots of flight 6E 1803
from New Delhi's Indira Gandhi International Airport
took off for Baku at 7.38pm before clearance was
provided. "The aircraft... was asked to prepare for
take off. The pilots, however, took off instead," an
official said, declining to be named. "The incident
was noted and brought to the knowledge of the
DGCA (Directorate General of Civil Aviation), after
which the pilots were de-rostered.” IndiGo confirmed
the incident and said it was probing the matter. -pis

{ MY INDIA } INDIA-U.S. TRADE

Garcetti calls for changes to
taxation, regulatory system
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{ MY INDIA } BIHAR POLITICAL DRAMA

‘Grand Alliance does
not need JD(U) chief’
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US ambassador Eric Garcetti on Tuesday called for changesin
India's investment, intellectual property, export and taxation regimes
and said the government’s drive for self-reliance could slow the pace of
trade and economic development. Garcetti, speaking on the theme of
"Strengthening Indo-US relationship in Amritkal-Aatmanirbhar Bharat”
at an event organised by the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce,
highlighted rapid advances made by the two sides in areas such as
defence, emerging technologies, critical minerals and semiconductors.
However, he contended India and the US won't be able to realise their
full potentialin trade and investment unless New Delhi brings about
changes in areas such as export controls, foreign direct investment (FDI),

and the corporate tax regime, which he described as “opaque’.

+P9

{ MY DELHI } MARCHING CONTINGENT

Delhi Police women
win award for R-Day

The Mahagathbandhan (Grand Alliance) in Bihar
does not need CM Nitish Kumar to fight for social
justice, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
said, as he broke his silence on the JD(U) chief's exit
from the coalition and slammed him for "taking a U-
turn each time little pressure is exerted" by the BJP-
led Centre. "The Mahagathbandhan will fight for
social justice in Bihar. We don't require Nitish Kumar
for that purpose, we don't require him at all,” Gandhi
said at RangbhumiMaidan in Purnea district, where
his party's ongoing Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra entered
from West Bengal during the day. "So thisis the
condition of Bihar — a little pressure is exerted, and
he (Nitish Kumar) makes a U-turn,” he added.

=P8

The all-women troupe of the Delhi Police was on
Tuesday adjudged the best marching contingent on
Republic Day, officials aware of the matter said.
Minister of state for defence and tourism Ajay Bhatt
awarded the honour to the Delhi Police contingent
while presenting the awards to tableaux marching
contingents of the central armed police forces and
other auxiliary forces for Republic Day parade 2024.
This was the first time that Delhi police deployed an
all-women marching contingent during the Republic
Day parade, officials said. There were two categories
for the awards, said officials, one of which was
selected by a panel of judges and the other was
judged through an online public vote conducted on
website, mygov.inThe Delhi Police women marching
contingent won the award in both the categories.~»pa

5 killed in contlict
with tigers around
Corbett since Dec

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Five people have been
killed around Uttarakhand’s Cor-
bett Tiger Reserve in the past two
months, foresters said, highlight-
ing once again that fatal encoun-
ters with the big cats are increas-
ing due to their high densityin the
region.

Three women were Kkilled in
early December near Bhimtal fol-
lowing attacks by a tigress. A
woman and a man were killed by a
tiger on Sunday and Monday near
the reserve, officials said.

“That was not normal behav-
iour for the tigress. It was very
clearly aberrant behaviour. DNA
profile has shown that she was a
two-year-old tigress who attacked
them. The tigress was captured
and moved to a rescue centre,”
said Samir Sinha, Uttarakhand's
principal chief conservator of for-
ests, referring to the deaths in
December.

The woman killed near Chu-
kam village on Sunday had gone
outside a solar fenced area to
relieve herself when she was
attacked, while the same tiger is
suspected to have attacked
another man on Monday. His body
was found 4 km inside the forest,
foresters said.

The tiger population in the 512
sq km reserve is the highest in the
country. It poses a challenge for
habitat management, HT reported
in 2020,

“Human-wildlife conflict is a
constant challenge for us. This is
not only because of growing tiger
numbers, but also because some
tigers are recolonising older habi-

tats,” Sinha said. “For example,
yesterday's case was possibly a
chance encounter with the tiger.”

India’s tiger population
increased by 6.74% to 3,167 in 2022
from 2,967 in 2018, according to
the latest census. Among the
assessed tiger reserves, Corbett
Tiger Reserve emerged with the
largest population of 319 tigers.
Reserves such as Bandipur,
Nagarahole, Mudumalai, Ban-
dhavgarh and Dudhwa harbour
150 or more tigers.

The All India Tiger Estimation
report released last year had
flagged the loss of wildlife corri-
dors around the Corbett Tiger
Reserve. The Dehradun-Rajaji-
Corbett-Ramnagar-Pilibhit-
Dudhwa corridor, the western
most population of tigers in the
Dehradun Forest Division and
Rajaji Tiger Reserve along with the
Lansdowne Forest Division, Cor-
bett Tiger Reserve, Amangarh,
Terai West Forest Division, Ram-
nagar Forest Division, Haldwani
Forest Division, Terai Central and
East Forest Divisions, Pilibhit
Tiger Reserve and Dudhwa Tiger
Reserveis home to asmanyas 757
tigers in about 8,103 sq km of for-
ested habitat.

This contiguous population
harbours one of the major source
of tigers in the Western Terai Arc
landscape that includes Corbett,
and along with tigers of Bardia
National Park (125) and Shukla-
phanta National Park (36) in
Nepal, constitutes one of the larg-
est tiger population in the world.
The population has shown signifi-
cantincrease in the past four years
in comparison to 604 tigers in
2018, the report said.

{ AYUSHMAN BHAYV } CENTRE'S NEW CAMPAIGN

More than 138,000 people have already said they will donate their
organs posthumously under the Centre's campaign started in

September last year to encourage pledges. A look at the early

findings of the Ayushman Bhav campaign.

ORGAN DONATION PLEDGES IN NUMBERS

BY GENDER

Male Female

138,599
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THE NUMBER OF LIVES
EACH DONOR CAN SAVE

Rajasthan

Odisha [l 2,674
Uttar Pradesh [l 2,568
Tamil Nadu Il 2,072

*States not assigned yet 1,700
Other states | 10,905

Maharashtra |G 25,060
Madhya Pradesh I 20 361
Kamataka NG 19,193

Telangana | 11,834
Andhra Pradesh [ 4,104

Uttarakhand [l 3,367

WHAT IS ORGAN/
TISSUE DONATION

Organ donation is crucial for a
person with end-stage organ
disease who needs a transplant.
The donated organ may be from
a deceased donor or a living
donor. Organs such as kidneys,
heart, liver, and tissues such as
corneas, skin, and bones can be
donated after death or, in some
cases, while alive. Donation
provides a lifeline for individu-
als with organ failure. It's a
selfless act that enhances the
quality of life for recipients,
fostering hope and resilience in
the face of health challenges.

WHO CAN PLEDGE
TO DONATE ORGANS

Any person over 18 years and
with viable organs, who
voluntarily authorises removal
of any of his organ or tissue

ENCOURAGING
ORGAN DONATION

Centre has taken several steps
to improve the rate of organ
donation, which include
dissemination of information
by National Organ & Tissue
Transplantation Organization
(NOTTO), regional and state
bodies (ROTTOs and SOTTOs) set

Government has set up a website and
24x7 toll-free helpline to guide people
on organ donation

@ https://notto.abdm.gov.in/

«(» 1800m4aT70

Govt has also ensured there are display boards on
organ donation exhibited outside ICUs and other
locations in the transplant and retrieval hospitals.

up under the National Organ
Transplant Program (NOTP).

{ ENTERTAINMENT } THE BATTLE AHEAD

Shuchi Bansal

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The aborted merger
between Zee Entertainment
Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL) and Sony
earlier this month has exposed
the vulnerabilities of India’s
overcrowded over-the-top (OTT)
business that is pegged at
<15,000 crore.

The stratospheric spike in
subscriber numbers during the
pandemic has tapered off
sharply, leaving many of the
40-odd streaming services strug-
gling. The unease caused by cus-
tomer churn is made
worse by platforms
slashing budgets and
rising self-censorship.

"Sport was once driv-
ing the subscription
revenue for streaming
but JioCinema's move
to give Indian Premier

PICK OF
THE DAY

free. In a note he circulated in
November, Elara Capital’s Karan
Taurani said the platform’s sub-
scriber loss may have bottomed
out,and that it could see a single
digit growth over the next few
quarters on account of new mov-
ies and web series being show-
cased.

But industry-watchers in
Mumbai point to the big slash in
acquisition and production bud-
gets that is impacting the quality
of new programming on these
streaming services. “The partyis
over for now. Content companies
are sitting on unsold inventory
and the cost of capital is
biting. This mood will
continue for another six
months till things stabi-
lise,” said the head of
the production com-
pany quoted in the first
instance.

Disney+Hotstar con-

League (IPL) free to dig-
ital consumers last season led to
a fall in SVoD (subscription-
based video-on demand) reve-
nues. So, while the number of
customers on the plattorm may
have gone up, IPL's paying cus-
tomers for the last five years
have vanished,” said the head of
a popular production company
who declined to be named.
“Likewise, cricket World Cup’s
premium customers also disap-
peared when Disney+Hotstar
offered the matches free to
mobile users.”

Disney+Hotstar, which is in
advanced merger talk with Jio,
has lost 37% of its paid sub-
scriber base over the last year
after the platform lost digital IPL
rights and offered the World Cup

tent head, Gaurav
Banerjee calls it post-pandemic
price correction. “When you
build a new category, invest-
ments need to be deep and the
revenue that you get back is
uncertain. We saw that in phase
one when we started on the erst-
while Hotstar journey in 2015,”
hesaid. But the medium caught
the imagination of people and
led to a glut of competition with
40 plus streamers, including
three big global ones. “It created
a bit of a content arms race,”
Banerjee admitted. And the
demand for content during the
pandemic distorted pricing as
production lines went dry and
the cost of content that was
ready went through the roof.
“That created an imbalance

which needs to get corrected,” he
said.

“Looking at the trends of the
last two to three years, we get a
sense that the post-pandemic
impact is over and growth will
be harder to come by each year.
When a category grows, espe-
cially if it has grown so rapidly,
the saturation too is bound to
come in early,” says Shailesh
Kapoor, CEO of Ormax Media
that tracks numbers and trend in
the entertainment industry. A
report, compiled last November
by Ormax, revealed the growth
in subscription numbers slowed
from 20% in 2021-2022 to 13.5%
in 2023. While the 2023-2024
numbers are awaited, Kapoor
points to the decline in smart-
phone sales and slower internet
penetration also as plausible rea-
sons for sluggish growth in digi-
tal consumption. “I wouldn’t be
surprised if next year, OTT audi-
ence base expands only in single
digits.” The subscriber base in
India’s top 20 cities, he says, is
“fairly saturated.” So, any further
growth will have to come from
the smaller towns and rural
areas, he adds.

The game-changer

From chasing the top of the pyr-
amid, most companies have
reset their targets. “Netflix
launched lower-priced plans in
India to tap deeper into the pay-
ing SVoD market while Prime
Video launched its AVoD service,
Amazon MiniTV," said Rishi
Negi, CEO, Endemol Shine India.
(AVoD plans offer free content to
consumers but with ad breaks).
Endemol has made several
shows across platforms such as

The stratospheric spike in subscriber numbers during the

pandemic has tapered off sharply.

Bige Boss, Trial By Fire, Master-
chef. “JioCinema changed the
game when it made IPL and
entertainment content free and
expanded the viewership beyond
the top cities. We understand
there’s humongous traffic for
Bigg Boss OTT and Temptation
Island,” Negi added.

Jio’s free premium content
offers, however, have made it dif-
ficult for others to drive up sub-
scription revenue, argle experts.
Viacoml8, which operates Jio-
Cinema, declined comment for
this story.

Sajith Sivanandan, head of
Disney+ Hotstar, India, who
remains bullish about the OTT
business said that while he
would not comment on other
platforms’ strategies, they too
were experimenting to maxi-
mize subscribers and profits.
Disney+Hotstar made the ICC
Men’s Cricket World Cup free for

SHUTTERSTOCK

mobile users but to watch it on
connected TV, one had to be a
paid subscriber.

“Building a large, successful
streaming business is hard, but
we are not in a race to the bot-
tom,” said Netflix India’s vice
president, content, Monika Sher-
gill. Netflix, she adds, believesin
three primary metrics for
streaming —engagement which
drives retention, revenue which
ensures continuous investment
in the creative industry, and
lastly, profit. “These three are all
critical to running a healthy,
long-term streaming service —
and focusing on growth at all
costs is not sustainable, as other
companies are rapidly discover-
ing.”

Netflix's competitor Prime
Video has cut jobs and dropped
programmes in some of the Asia-
Pacific markets it is in. Gaurav
Gandhi, vice president, Prime

Video, APAC, told his colleagues
in an internal memo that there
would be no change in the com-
pany’s investments focus in
Japan and India. Sushant
Sreeram, country director, Prime
Video India, told HT that the
company has over 100 original

projects in various stages of

development and production
across multiple languages — the
second largest slate after the US.
“We continue to invest heavily in
licensing content to provide
access to the best of local and
global entertainment. We are
invested in India, in the long
run,” he said.

Netflix, too, said it will con-
tinue to invest significantly in the
country. In 2024, it will show-
case shows by Kapil Sharma,
Sanjay Leela Bhansali, Imtiaz
Ali, Neeraj Pandey and YRF stu-
dios.

A profit problem

But at the same time, these
streaming platforms are explor-
ing cheaper and longer-running
shows on the lines of television
shows. “They are exploring non-
fiction as well as putting out
longer running shows of 30-40
episodes as audience stickiness
is critical. The shows that drop
daily do not have pricey bud-
gets,” said Endemol’s Negi. The
TVization of streaming plat-
forms is also borne out by the

Ormax report that says some of

India’s most-watched OTT
shows are in homes where audi-
ences don't mind the ad breaks.
Though streamers and content
companies said even on AVoD
plans, the quality of shows is
superior to television program-

ming.

But while the free content
may garner bigger viewership,
making money on AVoD plat-
forms is not easy. Advertising
spends on digital media may
have surpassed total spends on
linear television, the fight for
each advertising rupee on digital
platforms is fierce. Last year, a
mammeoth 46,000 crore in digi-
tal advertising was cornered by
just two companies, Google and
Meta. E-commerce platforms
Amazon and Flipkart are also
gaining share in digital advertis-
ing. Ads on Google’'s YouTube
are very economical and offer a
stiff challenge to OTT advertis-
ing.

Media agency Initiative India’s
Rohit Ahuja said the challenge
for streaming platforms will lie
in scaling the AVoD audience
base. “Generating revenue
through AVoD plans is feasible if
OTT platforms can build suffi-
cient attraction to marquee
properties and achieve scale,” he
said. OTT platforms often price
their tent-pole properties at a
higher CPM (cost per thousand
impressions) due to high content
acquisition costs, he added.

Censorship bites creators
Even as profits are hard to come
by and subscription growth is
slowing, for creators of OTT con-
tent, the rising tide of social
media hounding, and issues with
censorship are big worries.
Streaming platforms have begun
self-censoring to ensure there
are no messy legal battles as hap-
pened with Amazon Prime’s
show Tandav in 2021 or disrup-
tion of their business.

Testfor streaming platforms as outlook no longer over-the-top

Recently, Netflix withdrew the
Tamil film Annapoorani from its
platform after complaints on
social media that the film hurt
religious feelings. “In the recent
example of Annapoorani, | want
to be clear that we removed the
film at the request of the licen-
sor. We are here to entertain, and
our members come to Netflix to
discover stories that represent
world class variety and quality,”
Shergill said. "We have an
incredibly broad range of Indian
films and TV shows, all of which
speak of our long-standing sup-
port for creative expression,” she
added. However, Netflix has also
canned Dibakar Banerjee’s film
they commissioned for its politi-
cal overtones.

If the I&B ministry’s draft
Broadcasting Services (Regula-
tion) Bill becomes law, TV and
OTT content will need to be pre-
certified by a Content Evaluation
Committee which has been
deemed a retrograde step by
media experts. This, and the
focus on profitability, may drive
platforms to pick popular, massy
films and shows and give experi-
mental content a miss leading to
a greater mirroring of television
programming.

Web content’s evolution
doesn't necessarily imply a shift
towards becoming more mass
market, said Rohit Ahuja, for-
merly with Zee 5. The key lies in
striking a balance between mass
appeal and edginess to cater to
the diverse preferences of the
OTT audience. "As the industry
matures, achieving this balance
becomes imperative for sustain-
ing and growing the audience
base,” he said.
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January 2024 colder, more
polluted, shows Delhi data

Jasjeev Gandhiok
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's nights this
January were its coldest since
2013, the days were its coldest
since 2015, even as the air was its
most polluted since 2016,
showed data from monitoring
agencies, underscoring what has
been a month of weather
extremes for the national capital.

Data from the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) shows
that the city's average maximum
temperature this month was
17.9°C—2.2°C below the long-pe-
riod average for 1970-2020
(20.1°C).

This is Delhi’s lowest average
maximum for January since at
least 2015, when it was also
178

The numbers also corrobo-
rated what the Capital’s residents
have lived through for a month -
that January nights have been
chillier than usual.

According to IMD data, the
city's average minimum temper-
ature this month was 6.4°C,
almost a degree lower than the
LPA of7.5°C, and the lowest since
2013 (6.1°C).

To be sure, numbers analysed
by HT show a minor deviation
from IMD’s data due to the
weather agency having a day’s
lag in calculating the maximum
temperature. According to IMD,
the January maximum average
so far is 17.7°C.

The lower-than-usual temper-
atures, coupled with glacially
slow winds, deepened and pro-
longed Delhi's pollution crisis,
force-feeding residents air laced
with pollutants well above any
accepted standard.

Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) data shows that till
January 30, Delhi recorded three
“severe” air days, 28 “very poor”
days, and just one “poor” day. As
a result, the city’s 24-hour air
quality index (AQI) averaged at
354 this month, the highest since
the 370in 2016 - the first full year
that CPCB started tracking pollu-
tion levels.

In comparison, the average
AQI'was 311 last January and 279
in 2022. It was 324 in 2021; 286 in
2020; 328 in 2019; 328 in 2018;
304 in 2017 and 370 in 2016.

Delhi had just eight air quality
monitoring stations in 2016,
while it has 40 now.

The smoke also mingled with
the fog to give Delhi a nearly
month-long stretch of smog,
which hobbled rail and flight ser-
vices throughout the month and
kept passengers stuck at stations
and airports, as authorities
scrambled to get schedules back
on track.

Highway commuters were not
spared either, as the smog
resulted in a string of pile-ups
across the country, especially in

Extended spell of bad air
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northern and eastern India, that
have killed dozens of people and
injured several others.

January has also been unusu-
ally parched, showed IMD data,

with only “trace” rainfall
recorded in the first 30 days of
the month - the lowest till at
least 2016.

Delhi clocked 20.4mm of rain-
fall last January; 88.2mm in
2022; 56.6mm in 2021 and
48.Imm in 2020. Delhi had seen
only “trace” rainfall in January
2016.

Experts said weak western
disturbances across northwest
India have left the region with
scanty rain and snow, conversely
leading to extremely long spells
of dense fog.

“Each time there isa western
disturbance, we see strong winds
and rain. However, these have
been missing this January. All
that has happened is more mois-
ture has been introduced into the
atmosphere, which has led to fog
across the plains. In such a sce-
nario, the skies are obscured, the
sun is hidden and days are par-
ticularly cold,” said Mahesh Pal-
awat, vice-president at Skymet
meteorology.

The shortage of showers have
also helped dust and other par-
ticulate pollutants travel freely
through the air, added experts.

IMD data showed that Delhi
recorded five “cold days” and five
“cold wave days” in January.

The weather agency classifies
a “cold day” as one when the
maximum temperature is 4.5C
or more below normal, and
when the minimum is below
10°C.

A “cold wave”, meanwhile, is
one when the minimum temper-
ature is 4.5°C or more below nor-

O
369.65

IR S 304.26

mal, or when it is below 4'C in
the plains.

Delhi’s minimum tempera-
ture remained below 4°C for five
straight days between January 12
and 16, dropping toalow of 33°C
on January 15.

Kuldeep Srivastava, scientist
at IMD, said five western disturb-
ances hit northwest India this
month, but none had any note-
worthy impact on Delhi and the
National Capital Region (NCR).

“The first half of the month
was influenced by upper-level
fog, which made days cold.
Between January 12 and 16, when
we had cold waves, we saw clear
skies during the day, but fog
would return at night. The sec-
ond half has seen both upper-
level fog and dense surface-level
fog persist, which has resulted in
isolated cold day conditions in
between,” he said.

However, Delhi’s dry streak
may be snapped on Wednesday,
said IMD, predicting a strong
western disturbance that may
bring the Capital gusty winds
and light rain.

“We expect strong winds of
30-40 km/hr,” he said.

Anumita Roychowdhury,
executive director of research
and advocacy at the Centre for
Science and Environment (CSE)
slow winds have been a constant
this winter, similar to November
and December.

“We have also seen the addi-
tion of dense fog in January,
which further impacts air qual-
ity. Delhi's background emis-
sions are so high that in the
absence of winds to disperse pol-
lutants, we have seen the air
remain ‘very poor’ for large parts
and spike to severe when winds
are completely calm,” she said.

Poor 201300 M@ Very Poor 301-400 M Severe 401-500

/5 flights delayed
atGl, 2 diverted
as dense fog
blankets Capital

HT Correspondent
letter@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A western
disturbance affecting the
Himalayas led to Delhi
recording dense fog on
Tuesday, India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
officials said, adding that
visibility in the city
dropped to 50m for more
than four hours in the
early hours of the day.
The fog led to at least
75 flights being delayed,
officials at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport said, adding
that two flights were
diverted to Jaipur due to
the inclement weather.
“Both Palam and Saf-
darjung reported dense
fog, with a visibility of 50
metres between 5am and
9am. Humidity was fairly
high in the early hours of
the day and wind speed
was low, which allowed
fog formation to take
place,” said Kuldeep Sriv-
astava, scientistat IMD.
The weather agency
has also predicted light
rain in Delhi on Wednes-
day, as the western dis-
turbance approaches the
Capital.
Ayellow alert has also
been issued for gusty
winds of 40kmph.

Demolition drive at Sanjay Van

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) on Tues-
day carried out an encroach-
ment removal drive at Sanjay
Van, demolishing several unau-
thorised constructions in the
protected forest area of the
southern Ridge and clearing
5,000sqm of area, officials said.

In an official statement DDA
has said that the encroachment

removal drive was carried out in
the presence of security personnel
and several unauthorised religious
structures have been removed.

“A joint committee was formed
under chairmanship of district
magistrate South Delhi to assess
the encroachmentin Sanjay Van,
which suggested the removal of
various illegal structures from the

Sanjay Van,” DDA said. HTC
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Thﬂ Delhi Police all-women contingent during the 75th Repuhi ic Day Parade.

Honour for Delhi Police’s
Republic Day contingent

Aheli Das

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHL: The all-women
group of the Delhi Police was on
Tuesday adjudged the best
marching contingent on Repub-
lic Day, officials aware of the
matter said.

Minister of state for defence
and tourism Ajay Bhatt awarded
the honour to the Delhi Police
contingent while presenting the
awards to tableaux and march-
ing contingents of the central
armed police forces and other
auxiliary forces for Republic Day
parade 2024. This was the first
time that Delhi Police deployed
an all-women marching contin-
gent during the Republic Day
parade.

There were two categories for
the awards, said officials, one of
which was selected by a panel of
judges and the other was judged
through an online public vote

conducted on the website
mygov.in.The Delhi Police
women marching contingent
won the award in both the cate-
gories. The 144-member contin-
gent was led by 2019-batch
Indian Police Service (IPS) offi-
cer Shweta K Sugathan.

“It was definitely a new and
exciting experience to train and
lead a team of completely new
people. We were initially practis-
ing once every week for months
but we had to crunch in four to
five hours of practice per day
from December to get better
results,” she said, and added that
the preparations for the parade
started in July last year.

“There were several challen-
ges in training and getting a
completely new team ready for
the parade. But compared to last
year, when I was the newest per-
son on the team, I was more con-
fident, and it was a fulfilling
experience,” she added.

RAJ K RAJ/HT PHOTO

This was the second consecu-
tive year that Sugathan, posted
as additional deputy commis-
sioner of police-2 (north), led the
contingent at the parade.2024
was also be the first time that the
Delhi Police displayed an all-
women pipe band at the parade.
Last vear, all members of the
pipe band were women — bar-
ring the leader — but this year
the 85-member pipe band was
led by constable Ruyangunuo
Kense, officers said.

“This is definitely something
that the Delhi Police made from
the scratch, and I am really
happy that the effort rewarded
so well,” said Sugathan, referring
to preparations for both the
marching contingent and the
band. Last year, Sugathan
became the second woman offi-
cer to lead the Delhi Police
marching contingent at the
Republic Day parade, after Kiran
Bediin 1975.

Two arrested in stage collapse case

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police on
Tuesday arrested two people
from Tughlakabad and Kalkaii,
in connection with the stage col-
lapse incident at a religious
event at Kalkaji Temple in south-

east Delhi on Saturday, officers
aware of the case said. A woman
was killed and 17 others were
injured in the incident.

Rajesh Deo, deputy commis-
sioner of police (south-east), said

the police have arrested two
organisers of the event — Satish
Kumar, 38, from Tughlakabad
Extension and Anuj Mittal, 43,
of Kalkaji.

HTC

Delhi govt asks for 12 weeks to
demarcate Yamuna’s floodplain

Jasjeev Gandhiok

jasjeev.gandhiok @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Experts have long
held that there is a simple reason
why the Delhi government has
been unable to protect the
Yamuna floodplains — they have
never been demarcated and
defined.

After the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT), in October, pushed
the administration to do so by
setting up a panel for the task,
the Delhi government, in a sub-
mission to the body on January
29, has sought 12 weeks to com-
plete the virtual demarcation of
the floodplains, and a physical
demarcation on the ground
through signage and pillars.

Floodplains are a critical eco-
system — they are a natural bar-
rier against floods, serve as an
ideal recharge mechanism (for
rainwater especially), and pro-
vide a home to diverse flora and
fauna. But they are usually
neglected, and often encroached
upon — often with disastrous
consequences for not just the
river, but also human habita-
tions along its banks.

Floods such as the one last
year which saw the Yamuna
water level rise to an all-time
high of 208.66 metres on July 13,
with the river’'s waters almost
reaching the Supreme Court and
besieging the Red Fort, can be
directly attributed to abuse of
the floodplains, experts say.

NGT, in October, took cogni-
zance of a media report and
formed a committee headed by
the Delhi chief secretary to iden-
tify, demarcate and notify the
floodplains of the Yamuna as per
the River Ganga (Rejuvenation,
Protection and Management)
Authorities Order, 2016.

It added that the delineation
of Yamuna was required to pre-
vent illegal developmentsin the
floodplains.

The committee also com-
prises a nominee from Delhi
Development Authority, the Sec-
retary (Environment); the Secre-
tary (ministry of Jal Shakti);
executive director, National Mis-
sion for Clean Ganga (NMCG);
and commissioner, Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD).

“The committee will get the
spot inspection done and ensure
demarcation of flood plains of
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In October, NGT said that delineation of Yamuna was required to prevent illegal developments.

Yamuna in the area concerned
and suggest measures to prevent
and remove the encroachment
and unauthorized constructions
falling within the flood plains,”
NGT said in its order dated Octo-
ber17, 2023.

In a submission on January
29, the environment department
of the Delhi government told the
tribunal that it will take two
weeks for the remote determina-
tion of the floodplain area, fol-
lowed by another two weeks to
prepare high-resolution images
using Geospatial Delhi Limited
(GSDL), a company that main-
tains and update spatial data
through mapping and surveys,
and four weeks for on-ground
verification of the same area,
after which physical demarca-
tion on the ground will com-
mence.

In its submission, the Delhi
government added: "The com-
mittee has deliberated at length
the timelines required for the
exercise and found that the oper-
ation needs massive interdepart-
mental collaboration, collection
of data, ground surveys, verifica-
tion and on-ground demarcation
to ensure effective implementa-

tion of this Tribunal's directions
and thus requires more time. It
is prayed further a time of 12
weeks may be granted to the
concerned agencies to complete
the exercise and ensure compli-
ance.”

HT has reviewed a copy of the
submission.

Ground situation

The submission added that DDA
estimates the so-called Zone O of
the Yamuna to be 9,700 hectares
with the area occupied by the
river itself being around 1,146
hectares.

Of the balance, land available
for development is 3,493 hec-
tares (1,647 hectares of this is
with DDA); the remaining 5061
hectares is with other depart-
ment and agencies, and also
home to 94 unauthorised colo-
nies.

The Delhi government depart-
ment also said that DDA carried
out a floodplain area demarca-
tion , based on a 2015 NGT order
that sought the demarcation
keeping in mind a possible
“1-in-25 year flood” (a rare occur-
rence with a 4% chance of occur-
ring every year).

That exercise (done in associ-
ation with the Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi), however,
has been questioned by the
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG), which, in Janu-
ary 2022, directed the demoli-
tion of structures in the flood-
plains noting that the DDA
demarcation was "inappropri-
ate” and “not done properly”.

In the draft master plan for
2041, which is yet to be notified,
DDA split this zone into Zone Ol
and Zone 02, with regulated
development being allowed in
the latter.

What happens now

To determine the area with
other agencies and government
departments along the flood-
plains, the NGT-appointed com-
mittee has directed GSDL to pro-
cure high-resolution images of
the floodplain area and coordi-
nate with different departments
and agencies for the preparation
of a detailed map, the submis-
sion stated.

“The committee stressed on
the granularity of data required
from DDA on this exercise,
which included a detailed

HT ARCHIVE

department-wise/agency-wise
break-up of area in terms of
ownership and land use. ...Also
directed DDA to submit the area
which is clearly free from
encroachment and encumbran-
ces and also enquired from DDA
about the area under private
ownership,” the submission
added, stating that each govern-
ment department or agency
owning land along the flood-
plains has to appoint a nodal
officer and share information
with GSDL within four weeks.

Experts said until the demar-
cation is done, unauthorised
colonies and structures cannot
be removed.

“DDA has said it has done a
l-in-25 year floodplain demarca-
tion in the past, but we don't see
any bollards or markings in the
Yamuna, barring a few limited
places, like Baansera. The
O-zone also exists on paper and
until there is clear demarcation
of floodplain area, how can we
stop projects from taking place
on floodplain land?” asked Bhim
Singh Rawat, a Yamuna activist
and member of the South Asia
Network on Dams, Rivers and
People (SANDRP).

UP clears felling of 100k trees

for new road along Gzb canal

Won't allow trees to
be cut so easily: SC
on laj zone project

Peeyush Khandelwal
peeyush khandelwal@htlive.com

GHAZIABAD: The Uttar Pradesh
forest department has cleared
the felling of more than 100,000
trees and shrubs in the protected
forest area of three forest divi-
sions —Ghaziabad, Meerut and
Muzaffarnagar — for the con-
struction for two lanes of the
111Tkm Kanwar Marg from
Muradnagar to Purkaji near the
Uttarakhand border, officials
aware of the matter said on
Tuesday.

Environmental activists, how-
ever, warned that felling such a
large number of trees will
adversely impact the biodiver-
sity of the region, and will dis-
place the local wildlife.

The activists also noted that
Ghaziabad, in particular, suffers
from high pollution levels, and
felling such a large number of
trees will only worsen the situa-
tion.

Kanwar Marg, which runs
along the Upper Ganga Canal,
has two lanes that run parallel to
the water body along the eastern
embankment. The new project,
officials said, will run along the
western embankment of the
canal.

The 658-crore projectis to be
taken up by the UP Public Works
Department (PWD), and will be
funded by the state government.
This road, officials said, will
serve as a bypass for light vehi-
cles, and will be an alternate
route for kanwariyas travelling
to and from Haridwar during the
annual kanwar yatra.

“Temporary permission for
felling the trees has been
received from the Centre to the
state government... The felling of
trees will start initially in
Meerut, with the help of the for-
est department. We plan to exe-
cute the project in lots, with
approvals from the concerned
forest department officials,” said
PWD executive engineer Sanjay
Pratap Singh, who is the nodal
officer for the project.

Another official aware of the
project said the foundation stone
for the project will soon be laid.
"It is being mooted as a priority
project for UP chief minister
Yogi Adityanath,” the official
said, on condition of anonymity.

Manish Singh, the divisional

The Upper Ganga Canalon

Tuesday. SAKIB ALI/HT PHOTO
forest officer for Ghaziabad,
said, “We have received tempo-
rary forest clearance for felling
of trees/shrubs for the project
and it is expected that the PWD
will initiate the work of felling of
trees by next week under super-
vision of the forest department
officials. The entire stretch has
about 112,722 trees/shrubs in
protected forests of the three
divisions (Ghaziabad, Meerut,
Muzaftarnagar).”

Another forest department
official said that the compensa-
tory afforestation for the project
will be taken up in Lalitpur dis-
trict — 550km from Ghaziabad.

“We expect that there will be
displacement of wildlife due to
the project. Animals such as rab-
bits, certain reptiles, birds, and
even hyenas will lose their habi-
tat as a result. But there is no
presence of notified wildlife in
the area. The tree felling will also
reduce protected forest cover in
the three districts,” the officer
said, on condition of anonymity.

Experts concerned
Environmental activists, how-
ever, raised serious concerns.

“The trees along the Upper
Ganga Canal are fully matured
and old. Felling them will
adversely impact the local biodi-
versity and will also displace
wildlife. It will also adversely
impact the environment due to
loss of forest and tree cover,”
said Akash Vashishtha, a Ghazi-
abad-based environmentalist
and lawyer.

Vashishtha also questioned
the logic of carrying out the com-
pensatory afforestation drive in
Lalitpur.

“Ghaziabad district in particu-
lar suffers from high levels of
pollution and its forest cover has
not improved over the years. So,
compensatory afforestation in
Lalitpur will not help,” he said.

Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday said that it will not
allow trees to be felled easily,
and pulled up the state of Uttar
Pradesh for seeking permission
to cut 3,874 trees to construct
and widen a highway without
providing details on compensa-
tory afforestation.

The court also directed an
expert body assisting it on envi-
ronmental matters to consider
an alternate alignment of the
road to save the trees.

“One tree gone is gone forever.
We will not allow trees to be cut
so easily,” a bench of justices AS
Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan said while
considering an application by the
Uttar Pradesh national highway
division for chopping down 3,874
trees to construct and upgrade
the Agra-Jalesar-Etah road. As
the trees fall in the zone close to
the Taj Mahal, known as the Taj
Trapezium Zone (TTZ), the state
was required to take prior per-
mission of the court, which is
monitoring steps in a petition
filed by MC Mehta to preserve the
environment around the pro-
tected monument.

The state government’s appli-
cation filed in May last year said
that all permissions for the road-
widening project have been
obtained. For this, it required to
cut 3,014 trees in Agra and 860
trees in Etah district. Regarding
compensatory afforestation, the
state said that a request has been
made to the district magistrates
of Agra and Etah for the allot-
ment of 15.07 hectares and 4.30
hectares of land respectively.

Finding this submission vague,
the bench said, “We will not allow
this to happen. If the state was
serious about compensatory
afforestation, it would not have
filed such a vague application.”

The state’s additional advo-
cate general (AAG) Garima

Prasad informed the court that
the central empowered commit-
tee (CEC) — the expert body
assisting the court in forest and
environment issues — usually
considers the proposal of the
state and grants approval based
on the permission given by the
court. She added that the forest
department of the state is not a
party before the court.

But the bench said: "Article
51A of the Constitution man-
dates every citizen to save trees.
It is also the duty of states to do
so. We want an undertaking
from the officers concerned that
not only will trees be planted but
will also be taken care of. We
cannot issue orders in the dark
without knowing where the
afforestation is to be done. It has
to be near the same place.”

The bench suggested that the
state withdraw the application
and file a fresh one after land for
afforestation is allotted.

Senior advocate ADN Rao,
assisting the court as amicus
curiae, said that CEC also exam-
ines alternate routes for a road
alignment to assess the feasibil-
ity of saving trees. “We want to
know the feasibility of saving
trees by changing the alignment
of the highway. If five trees or
even one tree can be saved, it will
go a long way,” the court told
Rao, and asked CEC to submit a
report before March 12, the next
date of hearing.

The state’s application said that
the tree-felling was part of the
upgradation of NH-321G, and wid-
ening it into a two-lane road with
a paved shoulder. The proposal
got an approval from the state
government and a note was for-
warded to the Union ministry of
road, transport and highways
(MoRTH). In September 2022,
MoRTH sanctioned 685.51 crore
for the proposed project. It was at
this stage that the state moved an
application seeking permission
for tree-felling from the top court.
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GPS tracking may be
mandatory for every

Alok KN Mishra

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Auto-rickshaws
without functional GPS devices
will soon not be issued fitness
certificates, without which they
cannot legally ply in Delhi, offi-
cials in the transport department
said -- reviving the policy four
years after it was paused due to
the global pandemic.

“GPS (global positioning sys-
tem) devices are installed in all
of Delhi’s 90,000 autos, but are
functional in just about one-
tenth of them. We will soon
make functional devices manda-
tory to ensure passenger safety,”
said a Delhi transport depart-
ment official who asked not to be
named.

When asked, transport minis-
ter Kailash Gahlot did not com-
ment on the matter.

The move is likely to get some
pushback trom Delhi’s 90,000-
odd auto drivers, many of whom
said installing the devices will
impose an “unnecessary compli-
ance burden” and force them to
make a recurring expense that
will eat into their income.

Investigations after the blast
at the Israel embassy in Delhi on
December 26 last year under-
lined the importance of GPS
(global positioning system) devi-
ces in autos, said police and state
government officials, revealing
that satellite data helped officers
zero in on the auto-rickshaw
used by the suspect around the
time of the explosion.

The Delhi transport depart-
ment on January 27 issued an
order directing officials in its
auto-rickshaw unit to test GPS
devices during fitness certificate
checks. Even as this prompted
several auto drivers to re-opera-
tionalise the small chips
installed alongside fare meter,
many unions implored the
department to reverse the order.

The order was retracted on
January 29, 2024, after meetings
with the unions, but transport
department officials indicated
that the order may be reissued
soon with a more flexible com-
pliance timeline.

auto-rikshw soon

—— o
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GPS devices are installed in all of Delhi’s 90,000 autos but are

functional injust about one-tenth of them.

Auto-rickshaws in Delhi are
issued fitness certificates at a
centre in Burari, located in the
city’s northern fringes.

The trackers are built into the
meter box, said state officials
aware of the process. The core of
the device is essentially a SIM
card, which only relays satellite
and location information and
cannot be used for calls, texts or
for mobile data. The SIM card
pushes out location information
whenever the meter is switched
on, irrespective of whether the
meter is running or not. To be
sure, the device stops working
when the meter i1s powered
down.

Delhi Integrated Multi-Modal
Transit System (DIMTS) Limited,
which also operates the city’s
cluster bus service, monitors the
GPS devices at the Kashmere
Gate data centre.

The SIM remains active for
two years, after which it needs to
be renewed at the Burari centre.

Auto-rickshaw permit licen-
ces in Delhi mandate that they
all must have working GPS devi-
ces, in the absence of which per-
mits are invalid. There is, how-
ever, no enforcement as things
stand.

Auto-rickshaws have been
required to be equipped with
these trackers since 2011 In April
2020 due to the pandemic, how-
ever, it was no longer mandatory
for fitness certificates.

HT ARCHIVE

“The exercise was discontin-
ued during the pandemic to
reduce compliance burden,” said
one of the transport officials
quoted above.,

Auto-rickshaw unions called
the new move “unnecessary .

Delhi Auto Rickshaw Sangh's
general secretary Rajendra Soni
said the transport department
should not impose GPS devices
on auto-rickshaws because the
“three-wheelers are open vehi-
cles”, and that the device “has no
major impact on passengers
safety”. “The move will put an
unnecessary compliance burden
on drivers. The GPS has also not
helped find any lost auto so far,
for instance,” said Soni.

Amit Bhatt, managing
director of International Council
on Clean Transportation, said,
“An active and functional GPS
makes public transport safer,
especially autos and cabs, as it
works like a strong deterrent and
enforces discipline in people
driving these vehicles. The GPS
locations which are tracked by
the transport department also
help the police when it has to
investigate a crime where the
movement of auto rickshaws has
been involved, There is, how-
ever, a need to use the GPS data
for the purpose of planning, traf-
fic rules enforcement, and
checking the violation of rules to
make the passenger experience
better.”

BJP hits out at AAP in MCD over

Paras Singh

paras @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi on Tuesday dis-
cussed the budget for 2024-25,
nearly a month after the propos-
als were tabled before the House
by the civic commissioner, with
the opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party and ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) councillors indulg-
ing in a blame game over several
issues such as the allocation of
funds for the civic body and the
promises to clear the three land-
fills in the national capital.

Initiating the discussion,
leader of the Opposition Raja
Igbal Singh said that the AAP
administration has failed to fulfil
the 10 guarantees that were
given by the ruling party ahead
of the December 2023 MCD elec-
tions. Delhi chief minister Arv-
ind Kejriwal in November last
year had announced 10 guaran-
tees, including flattening of the
three landfills, permanent solu-
tion to the parking problem and
making the civic schools and
hospitals better.

Singh said that the people of

fund crunch and landfill

Delhi were assured that the land-
fills would be flattened within a
year of the AAP coming into
power in MCD, but till Novem-
ber 2023 less than 40% of the leg-
acy waste has been cleared. He
said that the promises of
addressing corruption and ‘lintel
mafia’ (reference to illegal con-
structions) remain unfulfilled.
The senior BJP councillor said
that despite the fact the AAP
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rules both Delhi government
and the MCD, funds promised
for landfills, improvement of
urban villages and slum clusters
have not been released.

“Before AAP came to power,
MCD used to get funds under
heads for urban villages, horti-
culture development, UR colo-
nies, JJ cluster sanitation all of
which were stopped by the state
government. I would urge the

promises

mayor to get these funds
restarted with the AAP in power
in both places,” he added.

“Enrolment numbers are
going down but the education
committee has not been consti-
tuted so far. There is no educa-
tion committee in place to over-
see the education programimes,”
Singh said. He also alleged that
due to non constitution of the
standing committee, MCD has
not been able to provide the sub-
sidy for uniforms, stationery,
bags and scholarships meant for
students in the MCD primary
schools.

Leader of the House and sen-
ior AAP councillor Mukesh
Goyal said that instead of mak-
ing positive suggestions, Singh
delivered a political speech.”]
have also been a leader of oppo-
sition and I have always spoken
on budget citing statistics of rev-
enue generation and expenses.
But there was no suggestion in
Singh's budget speech that was
backed by data...On February 8,
during my speech [ will respond
to the allegations about all the
promises made by AAP,” he
added.

WOMAN HELD FOR
CHEATING HOTEL
HAD 41 IN BANK
ACCOUNT: POLICE

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An Andhra Pradesh
woman arrested for cheating a
luxury hotel in Delhi of nearly
6 lakh had only 41 in her bank
account when she was nabbed,
police said on Tuesday.

The woman, identified as
Jhansi Rani Samuel, stayed at
the Pullman Hotel in Aerocity
for 15 days and allegedly made
fraudulent transactions worth
29,88,176, police said.

A police officer said that
Samuel was not cooperating in
the investigation. She initially
told the police that she is a doc-
tor and that her husband, too, is
a doctor and lives in New York,
however this information is also
yet to be established, he added.

Samuel was arrested by the
Delhi Police on January 13 fol-
lowing a PCR call by the hotel
staff. She was initially arrested
for cheating, but later Indian
Penal Code sections 419 (pun-
ishment for cheating by imper-
sonation), 468 (forgery for pur-
pose of cheating) and 471 (using
as genuine a forged document)
were added to the FIR, the offi-
cer said.

AAP hits back, says BJP did
nothing in its three tenures

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) mayor
Shelly Oberoi lambasted the
opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) for reducing the dis-
cussion on MCD budget to an
opportunity for making political
allegations, even as she asserted
that the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) administration will bring
a “people-friendly” budget.

Leader of the House Mukesh
Goyal also critcised leader of the
opposition Raja Igbal Singh for
making a political speech and
said that the BJP did nothing
during its three tenuresat MCD,
which is why the people voted
them out of power.

“Instead of discussing the

budget, there was more discus-
sion related to the Delhi govern-
ment. Leader of the opposition
has reduced the scope of discus-
sion by venturing into political
allegations,” Oberoi said during
a post-session press conference.

“The House of councillorsis a
place where we bring proposals
in the public interest. However,
it is unfortunate that the leader
of the opposition has given
political colour to the entire dis-
cussion. He did not talk about
anything related to public inter-
est. Our budget session will con-
tinue from February 5 to 7.
After this, the final budget of the
corporation will be presented
by the AAP government on Feb-
ruary 8,” she added.

She said that the AAP admin-
istration will improve sanitation

in the city. The Mayor said that
in order to expedite several
works that have been stalled
due to non formation of the
standing committee, the AAP
has moved the Supreme Court
seeking temporary transfer of
the panel’'s powers to the House.
“We are waiting for the decision
of the Supreme Court. We want
a permanent committee should
soon be formed,” she added,
responding to BJP allegations
that the AAP was delaying for-
mation of the committee.

Goyal said that he hoped that
the leader of the opposition
(LOP) would give suggestions
on the budget, and put forward
his vision in the interest of the
citizens of Delhi. “But, the LOP
did not discuss anything about
the budget,” he said.

AAP poaching claim:
BJP writes to top cop

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A delegation of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leaders on Tuesday met Delhi
Police Commissioner Sanjay
Arora and handed him a letter,
seeking an investigation into
allegations raised by the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) with respect
to the purported poaching of leg-
islators.

Several AAP leaders, includ-
ing chief minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, have claimed that the BJP
attempted to poach seven AAP
MLAs by offering them 25
crore each.

On Tuesday, North East Delhi
MP Manoj Tiwari, Delhi BJP
chief Virendra Sachdeva, and
leader of the opposition in the
Delhi assembly Ramvir Singh

Bidhuri, among other BJP lead-
ers, met Arora and handed hima
letter seeking a probe into the
allegations. “The allegations by
the AAP leaders are false. We
have challenged them to present
evidence to back their allega-
tions, but they have not yet
shown any evidence,” said Sach-
deva.

"Making false allegations
against BJP leaders and then
going silent or to apologise is an
old habit of CM Kejriwal and his
associates, but this time we have
decided that we will expose their
lies, and that is why we have
submitted a complaint to the
police commissioner, demand-
ing an investigation,” he added.

HT reached out to the AAP
and the chief minister’s office,
but officials there did not com-
ment on the development.

"Internalizing the Mantra of
'Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat/,
we are moving ahead with

the determination to always
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put India first."

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister
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Enjoy the many colours,
flavours and rhythms of
India at Bharat Parv.

Ministry of Tourism
Government of India
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great nation

One grand

Venue: Red Fort, Delhi
Date: Till 31st January 2024, 12 noon - 9 pm

Entry free. Please carry your identity proof.

Incredible Incha

celebration

BHARAT 2()
PARV 24

23rd - 31st January 2024

Republic Day Parade Tableaux | Folk Dance | Crafts Bazaar | Armed Forces Bands
Studio Kitchen | Multi-cuisine Food Court | Cultural and Musical Programs
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SHRI R.S. SHARMA

“Your memories linger vividly, and your absence is
deeply felt every passing moment. You remain our
eternal wellspring of inspiration and strength.
Your enduring principles and values continue to
illuminate our paths. Your legacy is etched in our
hearts. May your soul find eternal peace.”

%

JE——— ﬂ""ﬂmﬂ"ﬂ

Fondly Remembered by
Sharma Family

Sur Aradhana Event Creations Pvt. Ltd. | Gabicus Edutech India Pvt. Ltd.

%n Hands on Hands Ventures Pvt. Ltd. | Yap Hospitality Pvt. Ltd. | Sur Aradhana Socio-Cultural Society ag

IN LOVING
MEMORY

1st Death
Anniversary

MISS YOU DADDY
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SECOND DEATH ANNIVERSARY

01.10.1951- 31.01.2022
Late Sardar Rupinder Singh Suri Ji (Lucky)

HC REFUSES TO
INTERFERE IN
SHARJEEL IMAM'S
BAIL PETITION

Shruti Kakkar

shruti.kakkar@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
on Tuesday refused to interfere
with JNU student Sharjeel
Imam’s plea seeking bail in a
2020 northeast Delhi communal
riots case, involving allegations
of sedition and unlawful activi-
ties. The court, however,
directed the trial court to decide
Imam’s bail plea by February 17.

When the Delhi Police
informed the high court that the
trial court has agreed to consider
Imam’s bail plea afresh, the high
court bench led by justice
Sukesh Kumar Kait said, “"We
direct the trial court to decide
the application within 10 days
from the next date of hearing i.e.
February 7. If bail is granted
that's the end of the matter. If
dismissed, the appellant has the
right to file an appeal on the
ground mentioned in the appeal
and any other ground accord-
ingly.”

Imam had approached the
high court against the trial
court’s 2022 order denying him
bail in the case registered against
him for allegedly making inflam-
matory speeches at various pla-
ces in Delhi during the anti-Citi-
zenship Amendment Act (CAA)
protests.

In his speech, Imam had alleg-
edly threatened to cut off Assam
and the rest of the Northeast
from India.

Delhiwale

EXPERIENCE YOUR CITY LIKE NEVER BEFORE
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Traditions of an overlooked bazaar product
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arandas

the latter than the former.

The pitch blank strands of the paranda’s long

ofﬁ('i‘hit

blingy as the gota-kinari, though more shops sell

l

Former Additional Solicitor General of India

Bangles, rusks (they are Delhi’s best
rusks!), malai wali chai, flower sehras

PUBLIC
for brides and grooms, carrot halwa

INTER EST (including the rare white carrot halwa),

wall clocks, bullet coffee (only in winter), crock-
ery, goat meat, jewellery, artificial jewellery,

hair (cotton threads, actually) are clipped at the
end with colourful frills and glossy tassels. A more
ostentatious paranda can be as pricey as 3500.
The shopkeeper notes that the golden era of the
parandas is over—until some decades ago, Walled
City ladies would wear the paranda as part of their

sh. Jagdish
Chander Ji

(07-03-1948 - 31-01-2023)

GGM BIKER RAMS
INTO CAR DOOR,
FALLS ON ROAD,

IN GRIEF
Gurvinder Suri

Suruchi Suri, Simar Suri, Tarun Pall, Ira Suri Pall
9818524853, 9810255518, 9873155523

Every day in some

way We miss you
more than
words can say,
in our hearts
your shall always
stay loved an
remembered
every day

AT
SGN

UNIVERSAL
Ajay Arora and Yamini Arora

Late Mr. Chander Sen Sayal

Friday, 02/02/2024, 3pm -4 pm
House No. 41, Road No. 2, East Punjabi Bagh,

In Loving Memory of

2nd May 1929
30th January 2024

Shraddhanjali Kriya

New Delhi-110026

CRUSHED BY BUS

GURUGRAM: A motorcyclist, on
the service lane of the Delhi-Jaipur
expressway, rammed into a car
after its driver suddenly opened
the door, and was flung on to the
road, where he was crushed by a
bus, police said on Tuesday.

Police said the freak accident
occurred on Monday afternoon
near Iffco Chowk, when the
deceased, identified as Lakhan
Singh, 35, was driving his Bajaj
Platina motorcycle on the ser-
vice lane of the expressway. Offi-
cers, quoting eyewitnesses, said
that at around lpm, the driver of
a Mahindra Thar parked on the
side of the road suddenly opened
the door which Singh rammed
into. He then fell on the road and
he was crushed by a Haryana
Roadways bus.

Inspector Sandeep Kumar,
station house officer of the Sec-
tor 18 police station, said Singh
was rushed to hospital, where he
was declared brought dead.

Kumar said the Thar driver
fled from the spot. “The car had

mehendi powder, nebulizers, vegetables, burqgas,
fish, lehengas, nihari, crisp new crackling cur-
rency notes (exchanged for torn notes), sandals,
dahi bada... you name it, and Old Delhi’s Chitli
Qabar Bazar will have a shop selling it. The his-
toric market also has the city's most extensive
button shop, dedicated to buttons alone.

It has also shops selling parandas, or chotis, the
artificial braids. These hanging parandas of Chitli
Qabar are among the most arresting sights of the
bazar, hanging right in front of the shops, flanking
the bustling market lane.

One such place has been selling parandas for
the last 50 years, from the time it was set up by the
late Sardar Khan. The founder’s grandson stocks
gota-kinari as well, the heavily embroidered laces
usually appended to the borders of festive lehen-
gas, shararas and saris. The parandas are as

everyday dress, even within the home, he says.
“But now the parandas are worn mostly during

weddings and other functions.”

Whatever, these intricately designed parandas
stir up the imagination, instantly transporting a
viewer to some heritage workshop nestled deep
within the cramped Walled City alleys, the skilled
hands of the traditional craftsmen rustling out the
parandas with immaculate care and craftsman-

ship.

But these parandas have nothing to do with
Delhi—they are mass-produced in the factories of
industrial Surat, the shopkeeper clarifies. (Same

are the origins of gota-kinari).

Now a troupe of shoppers storm into the shop.
Some of them slowly run their scrutinising hands
across the gota-kinari, while others turn towards

the parandas.
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MCD extends geotagging deadline to Feb 29

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) has
extended the deadline for the
geotagging of commercial and

day before the previous January
31 deadline for the exercise. A
large number of property tax
payers had earlier complained
said that technical glitches pre-
vented them from submitting
their details with the civic body.

ging of properties by taxpayer
till 29 February 2024.”

The civic body also warned
that owners who fail to geotag
their property will not be able to
avail the rebate on the lumpsum
payment of tax by June 30 in the

a GIS map by selecting the cur-
rent location against any UPIC
so that all properties have their
location identified on a map.
Over the last two months, the
MCD has been pushing the
property owners to download

(Son & Daughter-in-Law) Lovingly iemerrbared by a Delhi registration number, and | residential properties till Febru- The MCD statement on Tues-  next financial year (2024-25). its mobile application and mark
Ayaan Arora Cavate Mardhakar’s and Shafrrals ‘5 we are trying to trace itsowner. | ary 29, the civic body saidinan  day said, “...in view the difficul- Geotagging of properties the longitude and latitude of
(Grandson) ' ¥ahs u'jﬁ We are also scanning CCTV foot- | official statement. ties faced, ithas been decidedto  refers to assigning a unique lati-  their residential and commer-
age of the spot,” he said. HTC The development comes a extend the last date of geo-tag-  tude-longitude toa propertyon cial properties.
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Detailed discussions will be
held after Budget meet: Govt

14 Oppn lawmakers
suspension revoked;
to attend last session

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government on
Tuesday informed the Opposi-
tion that due to the limited time
available in the Budget session of
Parliament that starts on
Wednesday, structured debates
will only be held in the next ses-
sion, even as a number of leaders
alleged that federal investigative
agencies were being misused
against the INDIA parties and
demanded a discussion.

“The discussion on the Presi-
dent’s speech will start from Feb-
ruary 2. Apart from the interim
budget, the J&K budget (as the
state is under President’s rule) will
be discussed. They (Opposition)
made some suggestions. But the
session will be short. We told them
those will be handled during the
next session,” parliamentary
affairs minister Pralhad Joshi said
after the customary all-party meet-
ing held on Tuesday.

The Budget session will start
with the President’s speech at 1lam
on Wednesday. The interim bud-
get will be tabled on February 1
and the session will end on Febru-
ary 9. This will be the last session
of Parliament before a new Lok
Sabha is elected.

Trinamool Congress leader
Sudip Bandopadhyay raised the
Centre’s alleged non-payment of
West Bengal's financial dues, call-
ing it “an economic blockade”.
Bandopadhyay flagged that West
Bengal chief minister Mamata
Banerjee met Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi more than 45 days
ago, but that the state’s funds
under the rural jobs guarantee
scheme have not been released.

Joshi, meanwhile, urged the
Opposition to not display placards
in the House and “not force” the
Lok Sabha speaker or the Rajya

The all-party meet was held atthe Parliament Library Building in

New Delhi on Tuesday.

Sabha chairman to act against pro-
testing MPs.

“Forty-five leaders from 30 par-
ties, including the BJP, attended
the meeting. The meeting was held
in a conducive atmosphere. The
government is ready to address
any issue. This is the last session of
the 17th Lok Sabha. It was decided
unanimously that MPs would not
bring placards in the House. They
raised the issue of suspensions. We
have requested the MPs to not
come with placards. They should
not force the speaker or chairman
to take action in the last session,”
Joshi said.

In the Winter session, an
unprecedented 146 lawmakers
from the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha were suspended amid acri-
mony over the security breach in
the Lower House after two men
jumped from the visitor’s gallery
into the chamber and sprayed
smoke from canisters. The Oppo-
sition had demanded home minis-
ter Amit Shah'’s statement, a call
the government rejected, even as
Lok Sabha speaker Om Birla
insisted accountability lay with
him. Defence minister and deputy

ANI

leader in the Lok Sabha, Rajnath
Singh, Joshi and his deputy Arjun
Ram Meghwal represented the
government in the meeting on
Tuesday:.

The Congress’s K Suresh, Trina-
mool Congress’s Sudip Bandopad-
hyay, Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam’s TR Baalu, ShivSena’s Rahul
Shewale, Samajwadi Party’s ST
Hasan, Janata Dal (United)'s Ram
Nath Thakur and Telugu Desam
Party’s Jayadev Galla were among
the leaders present at the meeting
in the Parliament complex.

Congress MP Pramod Tiwari,
who represented Rajya Sabha
leader of Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge, said he raised the issue of
the “violent attack™ on the Bharat
Jodo Nyay Yatra led by party
leader Rahul Gandhi in Assam
and the curbs the state govern-
ment placed on it. An "unwritten
dictatorship” prevails in the coun-
try, Tiwari told reporters, accusing
the central government of misus-
ing federal probe agencies to target
opposition leaders such as Jhark-
hand chief minister Hemant Soren
and Rashtriya Janata Dal presi-
dent Lalu Prasad.

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabhaand
the Rajya Sabha on Tuesday
revoked the suspension of 14
Opposition MPs, who were pena-
lised along with 132 others during
the Winter session of Parliament
last month, to allow them to
attend President Droupadi
Murmu’s first address to both
Houses in the new Parliament
building and the Budget session
from Wednesday.

A record 146 opposition MPs
from both Houses of Parliament
were penalised over a span of six
days during the 14-day Winter
session over their protests
demanding a statement from
Union home minister Amit Shah
on the Parliament security breach
on December 13. Of these, 100
were from the Lower House and
46 from the Upper House.

While a majority of the law-
makers were suspended for the
remainder of the session, cases
of three Congress Lok Sabha
MPs and 11 Rajya Sabha MPs
were referred to the privileges
committee.

According to a circular issued
by the Lower House on Tuesday,
“the suspension of Dr. K. Jaya-
kumar, Shri Abdul Khalequeand
Shri Vijay Kumar from the service
of the House which was effected
on 18.12.23 till the submission of
the Report by the Committee of
Privileges, has been revoked with

effect from 31.01.24."

Likewise, Rajya Sabha chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankhar revoked
the suspension of 11 MPs from the
House, although a formal order in
this regard would be announced
on Wednesday, a senior official
said. The official also said that the
opposition MPs were found guilty
of breach of privilege and con-
tempt of the Council. HT on Janu-
ary 24 had reported that the sus-
pended MPs may attend the Bud-
get session.

“The Committee of Privileges
of Rajya Sabha has held the 11
members... guilty of breach of
privilege and contempt of the
Council. It had further recom-
mended that the period of sus-
pension already suffered by the
members be treated as sufficient
punishment for the transgres-
sion,” the official said.

“..taking note of the situation
that the suspended members
would not be able to attend the
Special Address of President
Droupadi Murmu to both Houses
of Parliament... for the first time
in the new building of the Parlia-
ment, the Committee presented
the Report to chairman Rajya
Sabha,” the official added.

Parliamentary affairs minister
Pralhad Joshi said he requested
Birla and Dhankhar to withdraw
the suspensions. “All will be
revoked. | have spoken with the
speaker and chairman. I have
also requested them on behalf
of the government...,” he said.

{ LAND-FOR-JOBS SCAM } IN CHARGE SHEET

ED INTERROGATES
TEJASHWI; RID
ATTACKS CENTRE

Avinash Kumar

letters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Former Bihar deputy
chief minister and RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav was interrogated
by the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in a money-laundering case
linked to the land-for-jobs scam
on Tuesday, a day after his father
and former chief minister Lalu
Prasad was quizzed in the matter.,

According to people aware of
thedetails, Tejashwi arrived at the
ED officein Patnaat 11.25am, asa
large number of party workers
and supporters, who gathered at
the premises, raised slogans
against the federal agency and the
BJP-led Centre.

Tejashwiwasaccompanied by
his sister and Rajya Sabha MP
Misa Bharti, brother Tej Pratap
Yadav, and lawmaker Manoj Jha.
His statement was recorded
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act. He left the ED
office, showing the victory sign, at
8:05pm, the people cited above
said. On Monday, Lalu was
quizzed for 10 hours in the case.

The RJD claimed the BJP’s top
leadership is “afraid” of opposi-
tion parties, and it is targeting
them by “misusing” central inves-
tigation agencies ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections. “It is not ED. Call
it BJP, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, home minister Amit Shah
... they are doing it with all those
who have the courage to stand up
against them,” Jha said.

Deputy chief minister Samrat
Choudhary said: “Lalu ji gulped
down fodder when he was the
chief minister and got land regis-
tered in lieu of jobs when he was
railway minister. ED is investigat-
ing the corruption case.”

FORMER UNION
MIN'S KIN KILLED
IN RAJ CAR CRASH

ALWAR: Congress leader Man-
vendra Singh's wife was killed
and the former MP and his son
were injured when their SUV
met with an accident in Alwar
on the Delhi-Mumbai Express-
way, officials said.

Manvendra Singh, who is son
of the late BJP stalwart and
former Union minister Jaswant
Singh, and his family were on
their way to Jaipur from Delhi
when the accident happened.

Police said the driver, Naren-
dra, apparently lost control of
the car near Naugava.

Chief minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma expressed grief over the
incident. HTC

Lalu, kin

Neeraj Chauhan

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) chief Lalu Prasad and his
family membersacquired ata dis-
count, separate land parcels from
candidates who were given jobsin
the railways, with a purpose to
“consolidate” the land already
owned by the family to increase
the size of their overall landhold-
ing and, therefore, its value in the
real estate market, the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) has claimed
in its charge sheet filed earlier this
month in the land-for-jobs money
laundering probe.

Overall, seven land parcels in
Patna were transterred at throwa-
way prices in the name of Lalu’s
wife Rabri Devi and daughter
Hema Yadav by the family mem-
bers of the candidates or the candi-
dates themselves who applied for
and received jobs as Group D sub-
stitutes in railways, when Lalu
headed the ministry of railways
between 2004 and 2009.

Interestingly, some of those
who transferred their land to the
Lalu family in return for the jobs
did so to people who worked for
Rabri Devi as security guard and
Gaushala (dairy) worker, and,
they, in turn, transferred land to
the family, the charge sheet

consohdated their

Lalu Prasad

explained.

A Delhi court last week took
cognisance of the charge sheet,
which names Rabri Devi, daugh-
ters Misa Bharti and Hema Yadav,
along with others as accused
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA). The fed-
eral investigation agency seems to
have stepped up the pace of its
investigations in recent weeks. On
Monday, it questioned Lalu in
Patna and on Tuesday, it was the
turn of his son Tejashwi Yadav.

Neither Lalu nor Tejashwi has
been named as an accused in this
charge sheet. To be sure, agencies
often file supplementary charge
sheets as the investigation pro-
gTesses.

“Illegal gratifications obtained
by Lalu Prasad, the then railway
minister, through his family mem-
bers and associate in the form of
land parcels in lieu of railway jobs
are proceeds of crime (POC)
derived out of criminal activity.

The land parcels (which are POC)
were acquired by the Yadav family
members to consolidate the land
holdings already in their posses-
sion. The POC were acquired in
the name of Rabri Devi, Misa
Bharti, Hema Yadav and company
AK Infosystems Pvt Ltd (inwhich
the family holds ownership),” the
ED charge sheet, seen by HT, said.
The land parcels received from
the candidates were adjacent toa
parcel of land bought by Rabri
Deviin 1991, the charge sheet said.
“Itis not a simple case of accepting
illegal gratification in the form of
separate land parcels but a larger
design to consolidate land hold-
ings already in the name of
accused persons to boost profits in
the real estate market,” itadded.
The candidates or their family
members, in return for the jobs,
transterred two land parcels to
Rabri Devi. “Another two land par-
cels were purchased by twoother
individuals, Hridyanand Chaud-
hary and Lalan Chaudhary (who
worked in Rabri Devi's Gaushala),
and subsequently both of them
transferred their land parcels to
Hema Yadav through gift deeds.
All four land parcels were situated
adjacent to the land bought by
Rabri (Devi) in 1991. This was done
toincrease the size of landholding
and increase the price and attract-

land: ED

iveness/desirability of the now
consolidated land parcels in the
real estate market,” the charge
sheet added. Referring to AK Info-
systems, registered at D-1088, New
Friends Colony, Delhi, which is
also used by Tejashwi Yadavas his
residence in the Capital, the ED
charge sheet said, it "acted asa tool
for Lalu Prasad Yadav to hold on to
ill-gotten wealth without being
detected by authorities”.

By acquiring AK Infosystems in
2014, in which Rabri Devi and
Tejashwi Yadav hold 85% and 15%,
respectively, the family also
acquired the assets of the com-
pany, ED said.

The federal agency further
claimed that after the Income Tax
department initiated proceedings
against the Yadavs in 2017, target-
ing their proxy holdings, the fam-
ily’s chartered accountant Suman
Kumar Nayak met Rabri Devi in
Patna and “advised the family to
regularise the affairs of all the
companies”. “The motive was to
avoid detection by authorities and
to project things in a way which
add tinge of legality to the past
transactions/asset acquisition of
the companies and to cover the
loopholes left during handing over
the company with intention to
avoid the inquiries from various
agencies,” the charge sheet said.

{ AMID ED SEARCHES }

Soren took 1,L300km

Neeraj Chauhan and
Neha LM Tripathi

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Jharkhand chief
minister Hemant Soren returned
to Ranchi from Delhi, nearly
1,300km away, by road on Monday
night to avoid officials keeping a
watch at New Delhi airport to
trace the 48-year-old Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha leader, people close
to him said on Tuesday.

Soren reached Ranchi in the
early hours of Tuesday and later
held a meeting of the ruling alli-
ance lawmalkers at the chief minis-
ter's residence to discuss the politi-
cal situation in the state. In photo-
graphs and videos shared by
Soren’s office on X, a large number
of MLAs and ministers were seen
greeting him before attending the
meeting. Soren’s wife Kalpana was
also present at the meeting.

Soren wasn't at his south Delhi
house when a team of Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) officials
reached at 7am on Monday. The
federal agency searched the house
in the Shanti Niketan neighbour-
hood on Monday and camped at
the location for nearly 13 hours
waiting for him. They seized about
336 lakh cash,a BMW SUV regis-
tered in Haryana and some docu-
ments from his Delhi residence,
officials said, declining to be
named. Soren was “around” New
Delhi for legal consultation, people
close to him said on condition of
anonymity, stressing that there
was noneed for the agency officers

road trlp to Ranchi

Jharkhand chief minister Hemant Soren raises slogans after
paying tributes at an event to mark the death anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhiin Ranchi on Tuesday. PTI

to go looking for him as he had
already responded to ED.

The agency that investigates
financial crimes on Saturday
asked Soren to confirm his appear-
ance on January 29 or 31 for fur-
ther questioning in a money laun-
dering probe. Soren informed the
ED’s Ranchi zone assistant
director on Sunday that he would
appear before the probe team at
his Ranchi residence at Ipm on
January 31 He was last questioned
in the case on January 20.

Soren landed at New Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International air-
port on Friday and was expected
to fly out by another chartered
plane owned by a private firm, air-
port officials said, wishing to
remain unnamed. This aircraft
landed on Saturday night and
remained parked at the airport. An
ED team was stationed at the air-
port in case he sought to fly back to

Ranchi. The central agency's Pre-
vention of Money Laundering Act
probe against Soren pertains to an
alleged land scam linked to the
ownership of a parcel of land
measuring 716 acres in Bajra area
of Ranchi. It has been alleged that
the land parcel was acquired
through proceeds of crime involv-
ing the illegal sale of army land.
Soren has dismissed the case as
politically motivated and said the
details of his assets were in the
public domain.

The agency has arrested 14 peo-
ple in the case, including 2011
batch Indian Administrative Ser-
vice officer Chhavi Ranjan, who
served as director of the state’s
social welfare department, deputy
commissioner of Ranchi, Bhanu
Pratap Prasad, and businessmen
Amit Agrawal and Bishnu
Agrawal, who own shopping
malls in the state capital.

Nitish takes a U-turn
whenever BJP exerts
pressure, says Rahul

Aditya Nath Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

PURNEA: The Mahagathbandhan
or Grand Alliance in Bihar does
not need chief minister Nitish
Kumar to fight for social justice,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday said, as he broke his
silence on the Janata Dal (United)
chief’s exit from the coalition and
slammed him for “takinga U-turn
each time little pressure is
exerted” by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-led Centre.

“The Mahagathbandhan will
fight for social justice in Bihar. We
don’t require Nitish Kumar for
that purpose, we don't require him
atall,” Gandhi said at Rangbhumi
Maidan in Purnea district, where
his party’s ongoing Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra entered during the day.

“Right now, Baghel ji (former
Chhattisgarh chief minister
Bhupesh Baghel) told me a joke.
The joke goes like this... Your chief
minister took oath at the gover-
nor’s house. Some of his ministers
also took oaths. Celebrations were
going on. Nitish Kumar decided to
go back to his home. Suddenly,
while going back, he realised he
left his shawl at the governor’s
house. He went back and met the
governor. The governor was
shocked and said ‘you came back
so quick this time’,” he said.

“So this is the condition of
Bihar, a little pressure is exerted,
and he (Nitish Kumar) makes a
U-turn,” he added.

On Sunday, Kumar announced

Rahul Gandhi

the end of the 17-month-old coali-
tion government run by the Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD), JD(U), Con-
gress and Left parties, and took
oath as chief minister for the ninth
time. It was not for the first time
that Kumar switched sides.

Gandhi said the current Mahag-
athbandhan allies are ready to
fight for social justice.

"It was my party which put up
pressure on Nitish Kumar and the
RJD for conducting a caste census,
which the BJP never wanted,” the
Congress leader said, referring to
the caste survey that resulted in
the state hiking quotas to 75% last
year.

The BJP blamed Gandhi for
Kumar's exit from the Mahagath-
bandhan.

“Rahul Gandhi has been
proven to be inauspicious for the
INDIA bloc. The alliance breaks
wherever he goes... The same
happened in West Bengal and
Bihar. In Uttar Pradesh, if he
bows down before Akhilesh
Yadav, then it is a different
thing... Rahul should first do
‘nyay’ within the party,” Union
minister Giriraj Singh said.

BIHAR HOUSE MEET
FROM FEB 10, NITISH
MAY SEEK TRUST
VOTE ON FIRST DAY

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: The Bihar assembly will
meet for its budget session
starting February 10, according
to a notification issued on Tues-
day, with the new government
led by chief minister Nitish
Kumar in coalition with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) likely to seek a trust vote
on the first day of the session,
according to people aware of
the matter.

The state budget will be
tabled on February 12, the peo-
ple cited above added.

According to the parliamen-
tary affairs department’s notifi-
cation, Bihar governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar will
address both houses of the state
legislature on February 10 and
the economic survey will be
placed on the same day.

Still, there remains uncer-
tainty about who will be the next
speaker in the House, with the
Awadh Bihari Choudhary still to
tender his resignation, even as
BJP leader Nand Kishore, former
chief minister Jitan Ram Manijhi,
former deputy CM Tarkishore
Prasad and others have served a
notice to the state assembly sec-
retariat, seeking his removal.
The budget session will be the
first after fresh political turmoil
engulfed the eastern state, as
Kumar on Sunday snapped ties
with the Grand Alliance, joined
hands with the BJP and took
oath as chief minister for the
ninth time.

3 Yadav kin in first
SP list for LS polls

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: The Samajwadi Party
(SP) on Tuesday named candidates
for16 Lok Sabha seats in Uttar Pra-
desh, becoming the first party to
publish a list for the 2024 general
elections. The first list has three
Yadav family members, including
sitting MP Dimple Yadav from
Mainpuri.

The first list came out amid
ongoing seat-sharing talks with
INDIA bloc partner Congress. So
far, the SP has offered seven seats
to long-standing ally Rashtriya
Lok Dal and 11 to the Congress.
Though the alliance seats are not
demarcated yet, party functiona-
ries said the 16 seats in the first list
are by-and-large not overlapping
with any partner’s demands.

Eleven of the 16 candidates are
from Other Backward Classes
(OBC) — four Kurmis, three
Yadavs, two Shakyas, one Nishad,
and one Pal. There is one Muslim,
one Dalit, two Khatris and one
Kshatriya. There are two women
in the firstlist. The party declared

Dimple Yadav, wite of party chief
Akhilesh Yadav, as the candidate
for pocket borough Mainpuri, a
seat won by the late Mulayam
Singh Yadav in 2019. Dimple won a
bypoll in December 2022.
Akhilesh’s nephew Akshay
Yadav (SP chief national general
secretary Ram Gopal Yadav's son)
will contest the Firozabad seat,
which he had lost to the BJP in
2019. From Badaun, the party
fielded Dharmendra Yadav.
“Hoga PDA ke naam, abki ekjut
matdaan,” the SP said, referring to
its pichda (backward), Dalit and
alpsankhyak (minorities) pitch.
The party gave the ticket to
93-year-old incumbent Shafig-ur-
Rahman Barg from Sambhal. It
fielded Devesh Shalkya from Etah,
Utkarsh Verma from Kheri, Anand
Bhadauria from Dharhaura, and
Annu Tandon from Unnao. State
Congress Committee spokesper-
son CP Rai said talks on seat-shar-
ing are still on. "So, it would not be
appropriate to comment. How-
ever, it would have been better if
both the parties declared their
seats/candidates together.”

‘Review orders on J&K internet
ban not to be kept in cupboard

Abraham Thomas
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday said that orders
reviewing whether or not the
internet should be suspendedina
particular region are not meant to
be “kept in cupboard”, giving two
weeks to the Jammu & Kashmir
administration to take instructions
on making them public.

A bench of justices BR Gavai
and Sanjay Karol, which was told
by the state administration that
there was no requirement to place
such review orders in the public
domain, responded: "Review
orders are not to be kept in the
cupboard. Let the state show from
the orders we have passed that
there is no requirement to publish
review orders.”

The court was hearing an appli-
cation first moved in 2020 by the
Foundation for Media Profession-
als (FMP), which challenged the
internet shutdown in the erstwhile
state of Jammu & Kashmir (now a
Union territory) for varied periods,
between January and April 2020.

The top court was hearing an
application moved in 2020.

These orders were withdrawn in
February 2021 after a Special Com-
mittee headed by Union home sec-
retary assessed the prevailing situ-
ation and recommended that the
ban be withdrawn.

Advocate Shadan Farasat,
appearing for the foundation, said
the Supreme Court in two consec-
utive orders passed in January
2020 (Anuradha Bhasin v Union of
India) and May 2020 (FMP v
Jammu & Kashmir), categorically
held that the publication of orders
imposing internet shutdownsis a
must. The court appeared to agree
with this submission. “If you read
our orders, prima facie itis clear
you have to publish (internet
clampdown orders). Take instruc-

tions in twoweeks,” ittold the J&K
administration. While the state
has published the initial orders
banning internet use, it expressed
reservations on making the review
order public.

ASG KM Nataraj, appearing for
J&K, said, “These issues arose dur-
ing the pandemic. Subsequently,
there were two judgments. We
have complied with it. Now this
application is seeking a review of
those orders.” The UT administra-
tion filed a short affidavit last year
giving reasons for opposing the
application. It said that neither the
Anuradha Bhasin matter nor the
subsequent order of May 11, 2020
inthe FMP caserequired the UT to
publish the review order.

“Decisions of the special com-
mittee (headed by MHA secretary)
deal with highly sensitive and
secret/confidential matters relat-
ing to militancy, terrorism, cross
border infiltration, security and
defence of the nation...Likewise,
the deliberations and findings of
the statutory review committee
would stand on the same footing,”
the affidavit said.

CBI files closure report
In extortion case against
former Mumbai top cop

HT Correspondent
htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) has
approached a local court in
Thane to close an extortion
case against former Mumbai
police commissioner Param Bir
Singh and four others.

“The allegations made by the
complainant are not corrobo-
rated by any independent evi-
dence,” the agency said in its
closure report filed before the
chief judicial magistrate on
January 18,

The FIR under section 384
(extortion), among others, of
the Indian Penal Code at Kopri
police station in Thane on July
23, 2021, also named the then
deputy commissioner of police,
crime, Parag Manere, builder
Sanjay Punamiya, his associate
Sunil Jain, and a private indi-
vidual named Manoj Ghotkar.

Acting on a petition filed by
Singh, the Supreme Court in

Param Bir Singh

March 2022 transferred the
probe to the federal agency.

On January 18, CBI filed a
closure report betore the Thane
court, claiming the facts and
circumstances “do not substan-
tiate the allegations or disclose
any incriminating evidence for
launching prosecution against
any of the accused persons.”

In its plea, the agency said
the complaint was lodged five
years after the incident and
“the complainant could not
provide the exact dates/places/
time etc. for the alleged meet-
ings in Thane and delivery of
the money demanded.”
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BJP wins Chandigarh mayor’s

polls amid rigging allegations

Mandeep Kaur Narula

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) on Tuesday won
the Chandigarh mayoral poll after
the chair scrapped eight Opposi-
tion’s votes in a controversial deci-
sion, sparking allegations of vote
tampering that marred the first
electoral showdown between the
ruling party and the 27-party
Indian National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA).

In aHouse of 35, the INDIA bloc
candidate Kuldeep Dhalor was
tipped to win after the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), with 13 members, and
the Congress, with 7, joined hands
and supported a joint nominee.
But he was defeated by the BJP's
Manoj Sonkar after the nominated
councillor officiating the election,
BJP office bearer Anil Masih,
declared eight votes invalid.

Noofficial reason was given for
the decision during the announce-
ment of the results. Masih, later in
the evening said that ballot papers
had some pen marks.

Visuals from the chamber
showed Masih making some
marks on the ballot papersand a
scuffle breaking out as Opposition
members alleged he had inten-
tionally invalidated the votes.

Sonkar eventually received 16
votes - the BJP has 15 membersin
the municipal corporationand an
additional one from local MP Kir-
ron Kher. Dhalor won only 12,

“That the INDI Alliance fought
their first electoral battle and still
lost to BJP shows that neither their
arithmetic is working nor their
chemistry,” said BJP chief JP
Nadda.

But the Opposition alleged that
the election was stolen and vowed
to go to the court. “"Gandhiji was
assassinated on this date and after
76 years, they (BJP) have mur-
dered the democracy... The whole
country is seeing how they stole
votes,” AAP chief and Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal said.

In the evening, the AAP moved
the Punjab and Haryana high
court, seeking a fresh election and
alleging presiding officer, against
all rules and regulations,
announced the result that the
eight votes have been declared

invalid but did not utter a single
word for the invalidity of the votes
and the party to whom these
invalid votes were polled.

The Union Territory elects a
new mayor every year but the
stakes were raised this time after
bitter rivals AAP and Congress
came together to defeat the BJP,
which has held the position for
eight terms. As part of the alliance,
the AAP contested the mayor’s
post, while the Congress fielded
candidates for senior deputy
mayor and deputy mayor.

The election was originally
scheduled for January 18, but was
postponed after Masih, who is the
general secretary of the BJP's
minority wing, fell ill. After a high
court order, the poll was sched-
uled for January 30.

But ruckus broke out soon after
the secret ballot process was com-
plete. Masih said that he would
first sign the polled votes and then
call the polling agents to view the
ballot papers while counting,
While signatures were being
affixed, INDIA bloc councillors
started alleging that Masih was
“intentionally making tick and dot
marks” on the polled ballots.
These ballots, they alleged, were
later declared invalid.

AAP leader Raghav Chadha
questioned the mayoral polls proc-
ess and said: “What we saw in the
Chandigarh mayoral polls today
was not only unconstitutional and
illegal but also was an act of ‘desh-
droh (treachery)'.”

“Victory of our alliance was cer-
tain, but sensing imminent defeat,
the BJP hatched conspiracies.
First, the presiding officer, who
was to conduct polls on January
18, was made to fall ill. Thereafter
an attempt was made to buy coun-
cillors of the AAP. When BJP’s
‘operation lotus’ failed, then they
did fraud (in the mayoral polls),”
he further said.

A scuffle followed as angry Con-
gressand AAP councillors tried to
snatch ballot papers to see the rea-
son for the invalidation, but the
BJP councillors helped the chair
and officials. Television visuals
showed Sonkar being hurriedly
installed in the chair even as pan-
demonium ensued in the House
and the Opposition sought to see

Understanding how the voting unfolded

Members in Chandigarh municipal corporation + 1MP as ex-officio member
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Before elections

the ballot papers.

“The agent of the Congress-AAP
candidate was not allowed to see
the ballot papers. The presiding
officer announced a rejection of
eight votes, declared the BJP can-
didate winner and went away. BJP
members rushed to the table and
tore the ballot papers,” said Con-
gress leader Pawan Bansal.

As per councillors, some ballot
papers even got torn. The Opposi-
tion walked out of the House as
voting for the senior deputy mayor
and deputy mayor began. The BJP
won both positions unopposed.

In the evening, Masih defended
himself.

“Before polling the votes, 11
councillors of Congress and AAP
had said that they wished to
replace their ballot papers and the
needful was done. As perthe law, 1
made signatures on polled votes
and I had clearly said that agents
will be called for cross checking
the results,” he said.

“The allegations against me are
baseless as the eight votes already
had small marks on them, making
them invalid. If the Opposition
wanted to get clarifications, they
should have calmly checked the
papers and should not have tried
to take them or tornthem”, he
added.

Chandigarh BJP chief Jatinder
Malhotra said, “After the news of
breaking the INDIA came, Con-
gress knew that they wouldn't get
a Lok Sabha seat in Chandigarh or
Punjab. Congress councillors
intentionally made invalid votes.”

Congress
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Kejriwal lashes out:
‘Murder of democracy

Alok KN Mishra

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Tuesday
pinned the Aam Aadmi Party-
Congress combine’s loss in the
Chandigarh mayoral polls to
“electoral malpractice”, as he
accused the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) of “rigging the ballot”
and said the incident set a bad
precedent for the country ahead
of the general elections.

“Exactly 76 years after
Mahatma Gandhi was Killed,
they have killed democracy. It is
a black day for democracy as the
BJP indulged in electoral mal-
practice, which was captured by
cameras and which the entire
country is now watching on
social media. They got their can-
didate elected mayor of Chandi-
garh by force,” Kejriwal said in a
press conference at his residence
on Tuesday evening.

In the 35-member House, the
BJP’s mayoral candidate Manoj
Sonkar won 16 votes, while the
INDIA bloc candidate Kuldeep
Dhalor won 12. BJP office-bearer
Anil Masih, who was nominated
as the election’s presiding offi-
cer, declared eight of the INDIA
bloc’s votes invalid.

Arvind Kejriwal

“The BJP had ill intentions
from the beginning. They
appointed a party worker as the
presiding officer. The election
was scheduled on January 18,
but the presiding officer sud-
denly reported sick and the elec-
tion was indefinitely postponed.
We moved the court and got a
new date fixed. In the meantime,
they intimidated our (AAP+ Con-
gress) councillors and tried to
poach them,” he added.

“It would have been the INDIA
bloc’s first victory. They
indulged in electoral malpracti-
ces despite court directions,”
Kejriwal said.

BJP leader and Union minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi, in a post on X,
called the INDIA bloc “brain
dead”. “That the INDI alliance
fought their first electoral battle
and still lost to BJP shows that
neither their arithmetic is work-
ing nor their chemistry,” he said.

US envoy seeks changes in
India’s export, FDI policies

Rezaul H Laskar
letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: US ambassador Eric
Garcetti on Tuesday called for
changes in India’s investment,
intellectual property, export and
taxation regimes and said the
government's drive for self-reli-
ance could slow the pace of
trade and economic develop-
ment.

Garcetti, speaking on the
theme of “Strengthening
Indo-US relationship in Amrit-
kal-Aatmanirbhar Bharat” at an
event organised by the Indo-
American Chamber of Com-
merce, highlighted rapid advan-
ces made by the two sides in
areas such as defence, emerging
technologies, critical minerals
and semiconductors.

However, he contended India
and the US won't be able to real-
ise their full potential in trade
and investment unless New
Delhi brings about changes in
areas such as export controls,
foreign direct investment (FDI),
and the corporate tax regime,
which he described as “opaque”.
He also sought the removal of
other barriers for US companies
to invest in India.

Noting that being “more frank
with one another” is part of
deepening the overall relation-
ship, Garcetti said export con-
trols and policy have to change
for India and the US to achieve
their goals and achieve the
required economic growth.

The US wants to see FDI shift-
ing from China to India, “but if
you look at the honest num-
bers...FDI isn't flowing into India
atthe pace it should be. Instead,
it is going to Southeast Asia, into
countries like Vietnam”, he said.

While the US wants India to
be self-reliant, it also wants a
“India that doesn't look at self-re-
liance as a fortress”, given the
ability of Indian companies to
compete anywhere in the world
and invest and create jobs in the
US. Garcetti said “this is not a
paradigm of old, of invaders
coming in to extract’.

He added, “This is a relation-
ship of equals, that when we
break down the walls in both of
our governments, whether they
are bureaucratic, taxation, regu-
latory [and] part of our federal
system, you only release more
jobs, more prosperity, more

Eric Garcetti

investment and more strength.”

Garcetti contended that "no
county can be self-reliant any-
more” and he wanted to see sup-
ply chains critical to America
coming to India. “The rhetoric
that everything has to be made
here in India will slow down the
pace. If you tax inputs, many of
you in manufacturing know that
you are taxing your outputs.
You're not taxing us, you are not
protecting the market, what you
are doing is limiting the market
and we want to bring in greater
investment,” he said.

As previously reported by HT,
the US has been pressing India
to reduce tariff and non-tariff
barriers to allow American agri-
cultural products.

“We also have to see that
opaque corporate tax practices
still are a barrier to too many
[US] companies that want to be
here,” Garcetti said, adding that
American firms also want to
ensure protection of intellectual
property.

“Courts often decide that
there is a violation of intellectual
property but then there is no
consequence. This is now
increasingly important to Indian
companies too because Indian
companies are producing pat-
ents at such a roaring rate now
compared to the past” he added.

“India is big enough to have
its own market but if you want to
have dominance in the global
marketplace, you have to decide
on these standards together. It is
S0 exciting to see that happen
with 4G, 5G, Open RAN [radio
access network],” he said.

Without naming China, Gar-
cetti said the "main competitor”
of the US and India wants to use
telecommunications to spy on its
citizens and on others around
the world.

Garcetti also said firms want
faster permissions, speedy cus-
toms clearances, and tax and
regulatory stability.

NDIA, U.S. MUST
MOVE FORWARD

N STRATEGIC AND
BUSINESS SECTORS:
DEFENCE MINISTER

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Defence minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday said
India and the US are natural
partners who must move for-
ward in the strategic and busi-
ness sectors amid the current
turmoil in the global geopolitics,
while stressing that capital and
technological know-how from
the US can help India become a
developed country by 2047 and
in-bound investments can pro-
vide American companies high
returns.

“India and the US support a
free, open and rules-based inter-
national order. Due to this, there
is a lot of alignment in our strate-
gic interests. The current rela-
tionship is driven by the twin
congruence of shared values and
aligned interests, which is a
guarantee for long sustainability
and robustness of ties,” Singh
said.

He was addressing a confer-
ence on Strengthening Indo-US
Relationship in Amrit Kaal - Aat-
manirbhar Bharat organised by
Indo-American Chamber of
Commerce (IACC).

“India is the largest democ-
racy in the world, and the US is
another big democracy. When
two big democracies cooperate,
it will only benefit the demo-
cratic world order. This will act
as a force multiplier for rules-
based order across the globe.”

The government has laid the
groundwork for a strong and
self-reliant “New India”, and the
American investments can play
avital rolein helping realise the
vision of “Viksit Bharat” (devel-
oped India). Calling it a win-win
situation for both countries, he
said India’s fast-grow-
ing economy, its
force, and huge b @
domestic market | /3 b > ¥ 2

demographic divi-
high

dend, skilled work-

guarantee
returns to US
companies.

$%] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY
TENDER CANCELLATION NOTICE

E-Tender notice no 03/2024 dated
08.01.2024 in which tender
mentioned at S.I. no 03, was to be
Opened on 29.01.2024 will be
opened on 02.02.2024 due to
administrative reasons.

Please see the Indian Railway
IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in
Divisional Railway Manager (engg.)
CPRO/W-524 lzatnagar

Do Not Smoke Bidi/Cigarette in train

Hinntuskan Times

EARLIER. |
THOUGHT RAP

GIRLS, CARS...
MC SGUARE |

CHECK OUT

TODAY'S
Trmﬂ

WAS NLY ABOUT| Gk

Online Tender Notice No.16 of 2023-24 (2nd Attempt

Sports Authority of Gujarat

Administrative Building,
PIU Branch, 3rd Floor,

Beside EVM Ware House Office,

Near Vavol Railway Crossing,
Sector 13-B
Gandhinagar-382016

Secretary, Sports Authority of Gujarat, Gandhinagar, Administrative Building, PIU branch, 3rd Floor,
Beside EVM Ware House Office, Near Vavol Railway Crossing, Sector-13-B, Gandhinagar invite “*Annual

Operations And Maintenance Contract of Danadi Kutir Museum At Gandhinagar” for Rs.7,98,39,928.00

Highest ever
PBT and PAT in the
current guarter Q3, FY
2023-24 of Rs 1,597 Cr
and Rs 1,191 Cr
respectively.
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Highest ever
PBT and PAT in the
current nine months
ended on 31" December,
A 2023, of Rs 3,761 Cr and
= /z#=\ Rs 2,799 Cr respectively.

R lrmer
g 1 Taell
e o e ey e
/e

.......
P gl R 1L g N
v e

PBT and PAT in the
current quarter 03, FY
2023-24, over the PBT
and PAT in the Previous
guarter 02, FY 2023-24
by 45% and 46%
respectively.

i current nine months

Growth in
PBT and PAT in the

ended on 31" December,
2023, over the PBT and |
PAT in the corresponding J
nine months by 7%. 4

“¥ throughput in the current %
nine months ended on 31"
December, 2023 over
volume throughput of
corresponding nine

............

Growth in volume

months by 21%.

The tender may be download on the website https:/tender.nprocure.com can be viewed online on the Particulars
e Particulars
For any further information contact to PIU Branch 1n the office of Secretary. Sports Auhtority of Gujarat, | | : : | |Un-audied | Audited | ted ted jUn-audited | Un-audited
Gandhinagar, Administrative Building, 1st Floor, Beside EVM Ware House Office, Near Vavol Railway 1 | Total income from operations (net) 14,747.21 12 532,01 15 77587 33 935.27 4& 025.42 59399 35 14?4?21 12 532,57 15??5 87 33 936.16 46025 42 59,399.35
Crossing, Sector-13-B, Gandhinagar office hour, Contact no.9998717526. Net Profit for the period
INF/2359/23-24 2 | tifore tax and excaptional Hadis) 1,597.31| 1,101.95| 1,585.56| 3,761.38| 3,516.50 | 4,334.54| 1,596.84| 1,098.79| 1,580.87| 3,755.64| 3,487.11| 4,282.18
Net Profit for the period before t
. . . 3 (aimr’:x;:;ml"ifer;} s 1,597.31| 1,101.95| 1,585.56 | 3,761.38| 3,516.50 | 4,334.54| 1,596.84| 1,098.79| 1,580.87| 3,755.64| 3,487.11| 4,282.18
office of Superintending Engineer, 4 | Net Profit from ordinary activities after tax
: 1,190.67| 818.10| 1,180.54| 2,798.62| 2,625.69| 3,239.94| 1,212.98| 855.74| 1,196.46| 2,888.00| 2,707.02| 3,325.82
Oradabad Circle, P.W.D. Moradabad 5 | Other Comprehensive Income . (4.24)| - (4.24)| (1.40)| (5.68) 0.01] (4.19) 4147)|  (1.36)]  (4.36)
e el T Ralad SR8 6 | Total Comprehensive Income 119067 813.86] 1,180.54 2,794.38] 2624.20| 3234.26] 1212.09] 851.55| 1,196.46| 2,883.83| 2,705.66| 3,321.46
R Gw;mi”ff”{;m;: . ?ﬂﬁuuﬁm?w;: af; R 7 | Equity share capital 1,500.00| 1,500.00] 1,500.00] 1,500.00] 1,500.00] 1,500.00] 1,500.00] 1,500.00] 1,500.00] 1,500.00] 1,500.00] 1,500.00
; . : ; . " : 8 |Other Equity (excluding revaluation reserve . . - . . : . . . . . :
Engineer, Moradabad Circle, PWD Moradabad online on website http://etender.up.nic.in from registered Eaminqs t:r{s.hare g ) HATE 19108
contractors In column No-§ from 01.02.2024 at 10.00 am to 07-02-2024 at 12.00 noon. Amount [Face value of Rs 10- each)
mentioned in column no. 5 & 7 shall be mandatory deposited by Net Banking Only through E-tender 9 , '
potl. Tchrical it Prgualiication of nder sl b opened on 0742004t 12.30 o i offic frired o o I 2 . I ] . I
of undersigned by tender commuittee in presence of authorised representatives/bidders who wish to be . - inot Hnl'll.l.aliEE ] : . [annuaiiée 5 : ' not annua;lise ) : : s aﬁs-e a
present. Financial bid of the tendres who qualify m technical bid shall be opened on date and fime as i )

specified by a notice in the office of undersigned. In case of Government holiday the required process

shall be carried out on next working day. 1. The above results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors of the Company at the meeting held on 29" January 2024. The Statutory auditors

ofthe Company have carried out Limited review of the aforesaid results.

o o R E“{{fﬁ;f‘ ?ﬁfﬁ:ﬁ m’{;;;;ﬁ & dmfﬂ"“éﬁﬁm 2. The above is an extract of the detailed format of the Statements of limited review of Standalone and Consolidated Financials Results, for the quarter ended 31* December 2023, filed with
the work GST (RS.) the stock exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (listing and other disclosure requirements) Regulations' 2015. The full format of the Statements of Un-audited Standalone and
(Including Consolidated Financials results are available on the websites of National Stock Exchange, the Bombay Stock Exchange and the website of the company (www.petroneting.in).
Ry 5t4500) By order of the Board
3 2 Place : New Delhi y
| 4 ) 6 7 Date : 29" January 2024 Vinod Kumar Mishra
Director (Finance)
DIN: 08125144
g 8 Renewal work along with General| 448 56 1 300+2000+ y
- Tillas i Word Trade Center, 1st Floor, Babar Road. Email: info@petronetenergy.in 12 Marina View, Email: info@petronetingfoundation.org
S |Repair on Thakurdwara-Dilari road. 24=2354 _é Barakhamba Lane, New Delhi-110001 Website: www.petronetenergy.in #12-05, Asia Square Tower - 2 Website: www.petronetingfoundation.org
Km-1 to 19 and 20(470) e CIN: L74899DL1998PLC093073 CIN: U11202DL2021PLC377648 | eevmomer Singapore - 018961 CIN: U85320DL2017NPL315422

Rules/conditions & details of the tender are available at website http://etender.up.nic.in.
Bidder have to login Prahari URL http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/prahari/ and upload their documents As
per G.O No.-879 (1) / 23-7-2020 dated 25-08-2020 and E-IN-C (Vikas) and Head of Department
letter-4650 / 4NL-0C / 2020 dated 27.08.2020.

(Mohd. Naved Ahmad Khan) (S.P. Singh)
Executive Engineer Superintending Engineer
Provincial Division, PWD Moradabad Circle, PWD

Moradabad Moradabad

UP-201733, Dt. 29.01.2024
Website : www.upgov.nic.in

For and on behalf of Governor of UP
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718 snow leopards in India,
mostin Ladakh says study

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: There are around
718 snow leopards in the coun-
try, the first ever population esti-
mation exercise of the vulnera-
ble species by the Snow Leopard
Population Assessment in India
(SPAI) Program has found,

Union environment minister,
Bhupender Yadav released the
report , Status of Snow Leopards
in India during the National
Board for Wildlife meeting held
in Delhi on Tuesday.

During the assessment con-
ducted from 2019 to 2023, a total
of 241 unique Snow leopards
were photographed. Based on
the analysis, Ladakh has the
highest estimated population of
the animal (477) followed by
Uttarakhand (124), Himachal
Pradesh (51), Arunachal Pradesh
(36), Sikkim (21), and Jammu
and Kashmir (9).

The study covered approxi-
mately 120,000 sq km of Snow
Leopard habitat across the trans-
Himalayan region, including
Ladakh, J & K, Himachal Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and
Arunachal Pradesh; surveyed
13,450 km of trails ; and deployed
camera traps at 1,971 locations
for 180,000 trap nights (each
night a single camera is active).
According to the environment
ministry, the study estimated the
presence of Snow Leopards in
100,841 sq km and recorded its
presence in 93,392 sq km.

The estimation of Snow Leop-
ard population is important
because of the species role asan
apex predator in the Himalayan
ecosystem. As an apex predator,
it exerts top down regulation of

Jammu &
Kashmir

_ 5 Himachal
Pradesh

]24 U'khan

241 1otal unigue
snow leopards
photographed

prey populations, thereby influ-
encing the ecological equilib-
rium of its habitat.

The Snow Leopard is desig-
nated in the ‘vulnerable’ cate-
gory by the International Union
for Conservation of Nature. It
faces multiple threats including
overgrazing, human wildlife
conflict, poaching, free-ranging
dogs, habitat degradation, and
climate change impacts.

The species is found in 12
countries, Afghanistan, Bhutan,
China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Mongolia, Nepal, Paki-
stan, Russia, Tajikistan, and
Uzbekistan, and its global popu-
lation is estimated at 3020 to
5390 , according to the Global
Snow Leopard and Ecosystem
Protection Program.

The report also mentions the

New Bangladesh foreign minister Hasan
Mahmud to visit India from February 6

NEW DELHI: Bangladesh's new foreign minister Hasan
Mahmud will make his first bilateral visit to India next week to
take forward relations between the two countries and to frame
plans for future cooperation, people familiar with the matter
said on Tuesday. Mahmud is scheduled to arrive in New Delhi
on February 6, the people said. He will meet his Indian
counterpart S Jaishankar for wide-ranging talks on February 7
and deliver a lecture at a New Delhi-based think tank.

HT

Mumbai court permits accused in Elgaar
Parishad case to visit K'taka to receive award

MUMBAI: A special court in Mumbai on Tuesday permitted
Anand Teltumbde, an accused in the Elgar Parishad-Maoist
links case of Maharashtra, to travel to Karnataka for two days
to receive an award from the government, officials said.
Teltumbde, currently out on bail in the seven-year-old case,
had filed an application seeking permission to travel to
Bengaluru from January 31 to receive the Basava Rashtriya
Puraskar Award 2022-23 from Karnataka government.

Arunachal
Pradesh

Sikkim

120,000 sqkm

' Habitat area covered in the study across
| the trans-Himalayan region

need for establishing a dedicated
Snow Leopard Cell at Wildlife
Institute of India, with primary
focus on long-term population
monitoring, supported by well-
structured study designs and
field surveys. “Consistent moni-
toring is essential to ensuring
Snow Leopards’ long-term sur-
vival. For the same, states and
UTs can consider adopting a
periodic population estimation
approach (every 4th year) in the
Snow leopard range. These regu-
lar assessments will offer valua-
ble insights for identifying chal-
lenges, addressing threats, and
formulating effective conserva-
tion strategies,” the ministry
added.

Snow Leopards are high-alti-
tude rock specialists and have
been recorded in high rocky

areas, alpine meadows, alpine
steppe shrub, and high altitude
forests. They generally live above
the tree line at elevations of
2,700-5,000 m.During winter,
the Snow Leopard may descend
to lower elevations, but in sum-
mer moves back up mountains
to the steepest and most remote
terrain according to the Global
Snow Leopard and Ecosystem
Protection Program .

The Wildlife Institute of India
(WII) is the National Coordina-
tor for this exercise that was car-
ried out with support the sup-
port of all snow leopard range
states, the Nature Conservation
Foundation, Mysuru and WWF-
India.

“Preserving the snow leopard
population in India demands a
comprehensive strategy. This
includes safeguarding and reju-
venating crucial high-altitude
habitats, collaborating with local
communities in conservation
initiatives and ensuring that they
benefit from conservation,
enforcing strong anti-poaching
measures, and addressing
human-wildlife conflicts. In
addition, applied research, pol-
icy advocacy, and addressing cli-
mate change impacts are essen-
tial to sustain snow leopards in
the long run. Fortunately, most
of these aspects are well covered
in the National Snow Leopard
Conservation Plan of the Gov-
ernment of India (GOI). Ensur-
ing its diligent implementation is
vital to protect both the snow
leopards, their high Himalayan
habitat and the future of people
inhabiting this region,” said
Rishi Kumar Sharma, head,
Himalayas Conservation Pro-
gram, WWF-India.

PANCHAYAT OFFICIAL
SUSPENDED AMID
K'TAKA FLAG ROW

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: A panchayat official
has been suspended in connection
with the flag controversy in a Man-
dya village of Karnataka, even as
chief minister Siddaramaiah
blamed “Godse's descendants” for
disturbing peace in the state.

Tension earlier gripped the Ker-
agodu village over the removal of a
“Hanuman Dhwaja.”

As Mandya witnessed a mas-
sive demonstration by the BJP and
Janata Dal (Secular) on Monday to
protest the removal of a flag with a
portrait of Lord Hanuman froma
108 ft flagpole, the Keragodu vil-
lage Panchayat Development Offi-
cer was suspended on Tuesday.

The order, issued by Mandya
zila panchayat chief executive
officer Sheikh Tanveer Asif, said
that "permission was granted
solely for hoisting the national
flag. However, the PDO allowed
the hoisting of the Hanuman flag
and did not take steps toremove
it until January 28",

Meanwhile, the CM alleged the
opposition’s agitation was aimed
at gaining political mileage. “There
are people amongst us who wor-
ship (Nathuram) Godse though
they speak about Mahatma Gan-
dhi as well,” he told reporters. Ear-
lier, MP Sumalatha had alleged
that the incident happened due to
“district administration’s failure to
maintain law and order”,

Video of locals facing off with
PIA in Ladakh comes to fore

Ravi Krishnan Khajuria

letters@nindustantimes.com

JAMMU: Weeks after army chief
General Manoj Pande described
the situation along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh
as "stable but sensitive”, a new
video has surfaced that shows
Indian shepherds having heated
arguments with the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) sol-
diers in the Chushul sector.

HT has seen the video, which
is believed to be shot on January
2. Shared by the leader of the
Opposition in Ladakh Autono-
mous Hill Development Council-
Leh and sitting councillor from
Leh City, Tsering Namgyal, the
6.5-minute video shows how
around six to eight PLA soldiers
arrived in a combat vehicle and
blew sirens in Taklung Chorok
valley to scare away the shep-
herds and livestock.

“However, the shepherds put
up a brave face and refused to
leave the place and even pelted a
few stones at the Chinese sol-
diers. The shepherds had heated
arguments with the Chinese sol-
diers telling them clearly that the
area belongs to India and they
should go back,” said Namgyal.

The development comes at a
time when India and China have
been locked in border row along
LAC in eastern Ladakh since

THE 6.5-MINUTE
VIDEO SHOWS
HOW AROUND SIX
1O EIGHT PLA
SOLDIERS ARRIVED
IN A COMBAT
VEHICLE AND BLEW
SIRENS IN TAKLUNG
CHOROK VALLEY

May 2020.

Indian and Chinese soldiers
have thus far disengaged from
Galwan Valley, Pangong Tso,
Gogra (PP-17A) and Hot Springs
(PP-15). However, both armies
still have tens of thousands of
troops each and advanced weap-
onry deployed in the Ladakh the-
atre, and problems at Depsang
and Demchok are still on the
negotiating table.

At his annual media briefing
on January 11, Pande had said the
situation in the Ladakh sector
was “stable, vet sensitive,” add-
ing that the army’s operational
preparedness was high, and its
deployments “robust and bal-
anced.” Talks at the military and
diplomatic levels are on to
resolve the outstanding issues
along LAC, he had said.

The Chinese soldiers also shot
videos of the shepherds.

The incident happened on

January 2 near patrolling point
36 in Taklung area, which liesin
Chushul sector. After heated
arguments, the Chinese soldiers
left the place, said Namgyal."Fol-
lowing the incident, Indian
Army and Chinese Army also
met in the Chushul sector on the
same day to resolve the issue
before it could flare up. On Janu-
ary 11, the sub divisional magis-
trate of Nyoma block, Jigmet
Angchuk also visited the place to
assess the situation,” he added.
The video is of an incident
that took place in first week of
January, officials aware of the
matter said in Delhi on Tuesday.
“Ever since the incident, the
Indian Army has requested the
villagers not to go close to LACto
avoid confrontation with the
Chinese soldiers. However, if we
keep conceding to Chinese
claims, they may put up tents
and a check post on our land,”
said the Leh City councillor.
Namgyal said that he flagged
the issue to the Nyoma SDM,
who has claimed that the issue
has been amicably resolved and
there was no need to escalateit.
Intelligence sources told HT
that a report of the latest inci-
dent has been sent to the Union
home ministry.
Calls and messages to the Leh
deputy magistrate Santosh
Sukhadeve went unanswered.

t JAISHANKAR AT IIM-MUMBAI }

Global politics | is a competitive game: EAM

Niraj Pandit

letters@hnindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: India does not fear
Beijing and rather welcomes
competition and tries to be bet-
ter than other countries, exter-
nal affairs minister S Jais-
hankar said during an interac-
tion with students at the Indian
Institute of Management,
Mumbai on Tuesday.

“It (China) is India’s neigh-
bour and is going to deploy
resources and shape South
Asia’s geopolitical situation in
‘China’s way'. I don't think we
should be scared of China. I
think we should say ‘okay,
global politics is a competitive
game. You do your best, I will

S Jaishankar PTI

while responding to a question
during the interaction on Tues-
day. Students pointed out
China’s continuous efforts to
strengthen its ties with nations
like Bangladesh, Maldives, and
Pakistan,

Jaishankar emphasised the
need to help neighbouring
countries during difficult situa-

“We are the first country
who helped Sri Lanka in its cri-
sis,” he said. He further empha-
sised that rather than com-
plaining about what China is
doing, he said India’s response
is, “Let me do better than that.”

The event, “In Conversation
with Dr S Jaishankar”, moder-
ated by author Vijay Chauthai-
wale, the diplomat-turned-poli-
tician, touched upon the Red
Sea crisis and India’s Neigh-
bourhood First policy.

The Red Sea, a vital conduit
for East-West trade, is witness-
ing persistent disruptions due
to the Yemeni Houthi militia’s
attacks on ships, causing a sig-
nificant uptick in fuel and
interest costs, longer voyages

logistics sector.

Jaishankar spoke about the
Indian Navy's deployment of
warships in the Red Sea region
to deal with attacks on mer-
chant navy vessels.

“We did it because we have a
double problem; we have a
piracy problem, and we have a
missile drone problem.”

Using references of charac-
ters from the Ramayana, Jais-
hankar explained diplomacy to
the students. Citing an example
of how India helped neighbour-
ing countries during Covid-19,
he said, "We sent out doctors,
including military doctors, to
many countries in the Indian
Ocean, so thatis where I make
the connection with the Rama-

Fond Remembrances on
Birth & Nirvan
Anniversary of Wg. Cdr.
SURENDRA K JAIN

You live in our hearts with your
caring, inspiring & guiding force
for passionate and meaningful
ife. You are immensely
loved andremembered by
Family & Friends.

In Loving Memory of
SH. DEEGH RAM YADAV
(Freedom Fighter)

Your presence is still felt,
continues to inspire us. You
will be remembered everyday
and always. Chirag Estates.
32 BVM, DLF Phase-2,
Gurgaon, Ram Avtar & Yadav
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We are with you in
your difficult times.

To place an obituary or remembrance ad

with Hindustan dimes callon:

MOHIT BERRY: 9810978969
ABHISHEK JHA: 9910545466
HT HOUSE: 011-66561389 / 1245 | Tele Booking: 1800-103-1800

HT Delhi (Metro Run) T 785/-
HT Delhi (Full Run) Z900/-
HH Delhi (Full Run) T 265/-
HT (Metro Run) + HH - Delhi (Full Run) < 880/-
HT + HH - Delhi (Full Run) T970/-
Mint Delhi T 250/-
HT (Metro Run) + Mint Delhi < 800/-
HT (Full Run) + Mint Delhi T 915/-

*HT - Hindustan Times, HH - Hindustan Hindi *GST as applicable

The above rates are applicable for advertisement sizes of up to 320 sq. cm.
Placement of these advertisements will be on specified pages only. Width of
obituary ad will be 4 cm. or in multiples of 1 cm. thereof”
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Where as complaint has been made before me that accused Hemant
S/o Sh. Kanwarpal Singh, R/o- C-222-23 near Barat Ghar,
Chanchal Park, Bakkarwala, Delhi has committed (or suspected to
have committed) the offence in case registered vide FIR No.
14364/18 U/s 411 IPC PS. Moti Nagar, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said
accused Hemant can not be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said Hemant has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Hemant of case
FIR No. 14364/18 U/s 411 IPC PS. Moti Nagar, Delhi is required to

appear before this court (or before me) to answer the complaint on or
before the day of 01.03.2024. By Order,

Ms. Shagun

Metropolitan Magistrate-04,
West, Room No. 268,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi.

DP/1129/WD/2024 (Court Matter)

INSTITUTE OF HUMAN BEHAVIOUR & ALLIED <o
SCIENCES (IHBAS)

Hospital based autonomous academic Institute, under
Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi,
dealing with
“Brain — Mind Problems & their Solutions™
Dilshad Garden, Delhi - 110 095 (India), Tel.: 2259 7750
E-mail: purchaseihbas@gmail.com
Website: www.ihbas.delhigovt.nic.in

F.No.14/19/PS(M)/HBAS/2022/
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The following tender is being uploaded on the E-procurement site
(hitp://goviprocurement.delhi.gov.in) of Delhi Govt./IHBAS website;-

S. No. Name of items Uploading Site
1. |Tender for Procurement of E-procurement portal
Consumable Surgical items

Interested firms/suppliers may please see the detailed Terms &
Conditions of the respective Tender from the above mentioned sites
befare submission of the tender.

- A .

Dated:

Officer In-charge Purchase
(Medical)

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0326/23-24

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr.PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Md. Zaid, S/o Sh. Nasir Ahmad R/o RZ- 235, Gali No.17,
Tughlakabad, Extension, New Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR
No.79/2018 u/s 356/379/411 IPC, P.S. Chittaranjan Park,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused Md. Zaid cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Md. Zaid has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Md. Zaid of
FIR No.79/2018 u/s 356/379/411 IPC, P.S. Chittaranjan Park,
Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 02.03.2024.

By Order,

Ashwani Panwar

Metropolitan Magistrate-04, South East Court No.10
DP/1060/SD/2024 Saket Court Complex, New Delhi

the Ministry of Culture, seeks qualified candidates, who has Degree of PhD in
Modem Indian History for appointment to the post of Research Associates on

contractual basis.

Sl. | Name of the | No. of | Remuneration | Experience Period of
No. post posis engagement
: Research 4 Rs. 75,000/ Experience 1 year
Associate in
publications

Interested candidates may send their applications along with self-attested copies
of PhD Degree and experience certificates, if any etc. to this office address
l.e. The Director, Prime Ministers Museum & Library, Teen Murti House, New
Delhi-110011 s0 as to reach latest by 29th February, 2024.

CBC 09142/12/0054/2324

do my best’,” Jaishankar said tions. and strained capacities of the yana.”
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE /& | PRIME MINISTERS MUSEUM AND LIBRARY . emé Gfew fafis IREL (India) Limited g
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON i T Teen Murti House, New Delhi-110011 &/ F“r“"""g'r‘g:’;w““; E:,;"ﬁl'“‘"ﬂﬁ et
: (Autonomous Body set up by the Govt. of India) o (A Government of India Undertaking) -
See Section 82 Cr. P.C. The Prime Ministers Museum & Library (PMML), an Autonomous Body under CIN - U15100MH1350G01008187, Wehsite : www.1rel.c0.10 ™o it

IS0 9001: 2015, IS0 14001; 2015 & IS0 45001 : 2018 Company
wad - g, 23-24/18 Tfaer afew fe. 23.01.2024/Ref: ADVT. NO. 23-24/187 Date: 23.01.2024
TENDER NOTICE
[REL{India) Limited, Chavara invites Bid for the following items/job descriptions.

7 = JEvent No. =m/mz e/ Job / Item Description
GEM/2024/B/4536016 |Engagementofanagency forexcavation, collection, heaping, loading,
and transportation of mineral sand from Pandarathuruthu to IREL
(India} Ltd, Chavara plant and Mechanical Loading, transportation
and leveling of tailing sand from IREL Chavara plant to the excavated
pits at Pandarathuruthu.
fergt Ffer =t hitp:/firel.co.in, hitp://gem.gov.in or CPPP #emme & =aeis %% wwa & | ffaer 7
i e e dEme ¥ f e

Bidder may download tender document from hitp:/firel.co.in, hitp://gam.gov.in or CPPP
website. Any corrigendum/extension to above tenders shall be hosted in above websites only.

CBC 48129/12/0054/2324 ®o/- wars, =am/- 5d/- Head, Chavara

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Sunny S/o Sh. Kailash R/o Gali No.06, 25 Foota
Road, Mukandpur-ll, Delhi, have committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence casele-FIR No. 11250/18 Uls
379/411/34 IPC., has been registered at P.S. Burari, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that
the said, Sunny cannot be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said, Sunny has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Sunny of
case/e-FIR. 11250/18 U/s 379/411/34 IPC., registered at PS.
Burari, Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer
the said complaint on or before 01.03.2024. By Order

Sh. Mayank Aggrawal, Ld. MM,

DP/1064/N/2024 Room No.286, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

F.No. 2002 2023-NCST
Government of India

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Filling up of three (3) posts of Director ‘Group A’in National
Commission of Scheduled Tribes (NCST) on deputation
basis including short term contract in the Level 12 in the
pay Matrix (Rs. 78800-209200/-)

Applications are invited from eligible and willing officers under
the Central Government or State Governments or Union
territory or statutory or autonomous organisations or public
sector undertakings or recognised Universities or recognised
research institutions for appointment to the three (3) posts in
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST), proposed
to be filled up on deputation basis including Short term contract.

For more details please visit our website https://tribal.nic.in.
The application through proper channel should reach at the
following address within 60 days from the date of publication
of the advertisement in the Employment News.

Arvind Mudgal

Under Secretary

(NCST Division)

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Gate No. 2, Ground Floor, Jeevan Tara Building
Ashoka Road, Patel Chowk, New Delhi

Email: arvind.mudgal70 @nic.in
Telephone: 011-23340462

CBC 43101/12/0023/2324
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JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE
DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU
0191-2561578 (0), 0191-254780 (F)

email:- sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in
LOOK OUT NOTICE
SHO P/S Arnia, Jammu intimated that one Rajani Devi W/0 Rashpal R/O
Chak Tara had gone missing, since 16.09.2023. Accordingly, his missing
report was entered at P/S Arnia, Jammu vide DDR No. 15 dated 21.09.2023.
Despite thorough search his whereabouts are still unknown.
As such photograph of above named missing is being published for the
information of Police establishments/public in general and if anybody having
any clue related to his whereabouts/present location, kindly communicate
the same on the below mentioned contact/Telephone numbers.
Description Roll:-
Name . Rajan Devi
W/0 Rashpal
Residence Chak Tara,
Age 32 years
Height 5 ft 01 Inch
Complexion Wheatish
Face Oval
Euntantsﬂ'eieghune Humhers
1. DPO, Jammu 0191-2547807,
0191-2561578

2. SSP Jammu jammu@ijkpoli v.in

Mail 1.D
3. PCR Jammu 0191-2542000
4. SP Hars., Jammu 0191-2439919
5. SDPO R.S. Pura 01923-250240
6. Landline of 01923-272236

P/S Arnia For Sr. Superintendent of Police
DIP-J-14472-23 Jammu




AYODHYA : BASKING IN

With the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple, the city of Ayodhya is firmly on the path to becoming the world’s biggest spiritual
tourism hub. As the central hub of Ramayana circuit it has immense potential to attract foreign and domestic tourists. The
double engine government seems to have bigger visions for the city, with huge infrastructure projects intending to firmly
establish it on the global tourism map. 178 projects worth ¥ 31,000 crore are underway to transform Ayodhya into a world-
class city. This revitalized abode not only cherishes its ancient culture and civilization but also embraces modern urban
development, seamlessly blending tradition with contemporary amenities to meet the demands of the future. Ayodhya is
evolving into a'Solar City,' symbolizing a timeless heritage and progressive urban features.

o - e

= S -
L. TR

‘ The gravity and sensitivity with which our country has
untied this knot of history shows that our future is going
to be much more beautiful than our past, the
construction of this temple of Shri Ramlalla is also a
symbol of peace, patience, mutual harmony and

coordination of Indian society ,

-Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

AARTI TIMINGS
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Mangla Aarti

4.30 AM

Shringar Aarti
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Bhog Aarti

6.30 AM 12.00 Noon

REVOLUTIONIZING HOSPITALITY
INFUSING GLOBAL FACILITIES WITH LOCAL FLAVORS

Homestays in Ayodhya, offering an
affordable taste of local flavors, have
become a practical choice for visitors
nationwide. Beyond providing cozy
accommodation, these homestays also
offer the delight of savoring home-cooked
Awadhi cuisine. Encouraging the initiative,
the state government motivated residents
to initiate homestay projects as a source
of additional income to revitalize their
homes. CM Yogi Adityanath urged people
to consider homestays, assuring them of
full support. The CM's appeal instilled
confidence resulting in the inauguration of
51 homestays and 600 paying guest
facilities on 17 January. A day before the
consecration ceremony, all homestays
and paying guest facilities were fully

occupied.
Neera Yadav, a resident of Ayadhya,

manages a homestay in the Kaushlesh
Puri neighborhood, sharing, "l've
transformed five rooms in my home into a

homestay. Guests from Kerala, Telangana,
Maharashtra and Rajasthan are staying
here, relishing the Awadhi thali, nimona,
fara, bhuja-chana and other homemade
delicacies from my kitchen. Employing
two cooks, the business is thriving,
marking my transition from a housewife to

an entrepreneur.
Abhinav Srivastava has transformed his

family's ancestral residence in Daulatpur
village into a charming homestay.
Additionally, he has erected two Swiss
Cottages on the property. With the Samda
bird sanctuary in proximity, the demand for

his homestay has surged among visitors.
Notably, a prominent diamond merchant

from Gujarat has reserved his homestay,
immersing himself in the village
atmosphere and savoring the local cuisine.
All homestays and paying guest
accommodations had been linked to the
Divya Ayodhya App, a platform launched
by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR 30000
DEVOTEES

A range of accommodation options,
including hotels, dharamshalas, guest
houses, homestays, paying guest
facilities, tent cities, shelter site
dormitories, etc., have been arranged for
the devotees. Currently, there are 60
hotels with 40 rooms each, capable of
accommodating a total of 7200 persons
per day (PPD). Similarly, there is an
estimated provision of 17 halls and 2742
rooms in 171 Dharamshalas and guest

houses. According to the arrangement
for accommodation of 4 people (per
room) in these 2742 rooms and 5 people
(per room) in 17 halls, it is believed that
more than 11000 PPDs can stay in
Ramnagari for darshan and worship.

RESORT IN AYODHYA

In its ongoing commitment to enhance
the tourism experience in Ayodhya, the
state government has collaborated with
an American firm to build a 100-room
resort in the temple town. The owner of
an American real estate company,
hailing originally from Hyderabad,
reveals that suitable land has been
earmarked for the resort, emphasizing
the favorable investment policy of the
tourism department. The strategic
development of hotels and resorts is
poised to elevate the overall experience
for tourists and devotees visiting the
revered Shri Ram Temple in Ayodhya.

INFRA-DRIVEN GROWTH FOR TOURISM

Uttar Pradesh will have a
large economic impact as
the country gets a new
spiritual place that could
attract more than 5 crore
tourists every year.
According to the American,
firm Jefferies Equity
Research, the
development will also set a
template for infrastructure-
driven growth for tourism
in the country as the
makeover of a hew airport,
a revamped railway
station, and improved road
connectivity, among

others, are likely to drive a
multiplier effect with new
hotels and other economic
activities. According to the
report, increasing the
number of tourists in
Ayodhya will also boost
overall tourism in India and
will help in increasing the
GDP in future. The share
of tourism in GDP in the
year 2018-19 was $ 194
billion, which is expected
to increase to $ 443 billion
in 2032-33. At present, the
share of tourism in the
country's GDP i1s 6.8

percent, whereas the
share of tourism in the
GDP of China, America
and other developed
countries is more than

8 percent.

Jefferies expects growth in
mulitiple sectors on the
back of a surge In tourism,
and increased economic
and religious migration to
the city including Hotels ,
Airlines, Hospitality
companies, FMCG
companies , Travel
ancillaries, Cement
manufacturers.

" |Indian Hotels Co has signed contracts for two new properties in Ayodhya
®= |TC Hotels is exploring opportunities in Ayodhya
= OYO Rooms will add 1,000 hotel rooms in Ayodhya

® Restaurant Brands Asia (RBA). Devyani International and Jubilant Foods are
either in discussions to set up outlets or have already begun setting up cutlets.

" |IndiGo has announced direct flights to Ayodhya from Delhi, Ahmedabad and

Mumbai.

= Air India has announced direct flights to Ayodhya from Bengaluru, Kolkata and

Delhi

= Spicejet and Akasa Air have also announced flights connecting Ayodhya with

other cities

®= |RCTC has announced Ayodhya tour packages

= Besides, other likely beneficiaries of the historic opening include EIH Ltd, Britannia
Industries, Godre] Consumer, Westlife Foodworld, Hindustan Unilever, Sapphire

Foods, MakeMy Trip and EaseMyTrip

Sandhya Aarti
7.30 PM
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Shayan Aarti
10.00 PM

FLIGHT OF ECONOMIC

PROSPERITY

The Uttar Pradesh government is gearing up
for the ground breaking ceremony expected
to be held in the second week of February at
Lucknow. Ayodhya has been amongst
favourite places for investors during the
UPGIS attracting investment propaosals worth

more than ¥ 1.54 lakh crore. So far,

investment projects worth more than

X 8770 crore of 16 departments are ready to
be launched in Ayodhya. This will provide
employment to more than 17000 youth.

Department Proposed |Employment
Investment | (approx.)
(X Crore)
Housing 3234 484
Tourism 2020 4351
UPSIDA 1230 1320
Forest 550 600
Higher Education 490 530
Horticulture 443 2950
MSME 189 1775
Dairy Development 150 285
Energy, New &
Renewable Energy 107 50
Technical Education 113 998
IT & Electronics 100 200
Cooperative 57.37 100
Medical Education 48.15 327
Ayush 15 100
Animal Husbandry 13 89
Handloom & Textile 9 a0

( Q It was so beautiful. A once in

a lifetime opportunity. It's an
honour for everybody to

witness this and to be born in
India . This is truly a blessing.

Ram Charan
Actor

| had tears of joy in my
eyes. | can’t describe this
moment in words, everyone
nere 1s so happy.

Hariharan
Singer

To be a part of this occasion is itself a
wonderful feeling and | feel really
blessed. This is my first visit to Ayodhya
and | am hoping to come a lot more and
seek divine blessings of Shri Ram.

Anil Kumble
Former Cricketer

This is the real Diwali.
Maryada Purushottam Ram

is a symbol of goodness and

spirit of sacrifice. Today,
those sentiments can be
seen here.

Anupam Kher
Actor

The amazing architecture of Ham
Temple in Ayodhya is ready to
impress anyone who visits here.
Happy to receive blessings of
Prabhu Shri Ram.

Sachin Tendulkar
Former Cricketer

It's a rare opportunity.

| feel Hanuman ji, who is
my deily, has personally
invited me. We are
fortunate to witness
Pran Pratishtha.

Chiranjeevi
Actor
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THE TRETA YUG GLORY

MUKUT

Crafted in North Indian tradition, the crown is
made of gold and adorned with rubies,
emeralds and diamonds. At the centre of it is
an emblem of Surya Dev. On the right, strands

of pearls are woven

TILAK

The forehead bears a traditional tilak, made
of diamonds and rubies

KUNDAL

Designed to complement the mukut,

these earrings follow the same design,
adorned with peacock motifs and are

embellished with gold

KANTHA

The neck is graced by a crescent-shaped
necklace intricately studded with gems.
It features floral designs symbolising good
fortune, with an image of Surya Dey at its
centre. It is crafted from gold and inlaid with

diamonds, rubies, and emeralds.
Strands of emeralds hang below,
enhancing its appearance

PADIKA

A necklace worn below the throat and above
the navel, significant in divine ornamentation.
It is a five-stranded necklace made of
diamonds and emeralds, featuring a large,

ornate pendant

Rings adorned with gems and featuring
dangling pearls are worn on both hands

VALJAYANTI or VIJAYAMALA

It is the third and longest necklace,
made of gold and intermittently

KANGAN

Beautiful gem-studded bangles are
worn on both hands

studded with rubies. Worn as a symbol
of victory, it depicts symbols
auspicious to the Vaishnav tradition -
the Sudarshan Chakra, Lotus, Shankh,
and the Mangal Kalash. It is also

KANCHI or KARDHANI

Adorned around the waist is a gem-studded

decorated with flowers including lotus,
champa, parijat, kund, and tulsi

AT THE FEET

waistband, made of gold and decorated with

diamonds, rubies, pearls, and emeralds. It also
features small bells symbolising purity, with
hanging strands of pearls, rubies and emeralds

AASTHA SPECIAL TRAINS

After the consecration of Prabhu Shri Ramlalla, the desire of the devotees to get a glimpse
of him has now reached its peak. Indian Railways has decided to operate special Aastha
trains to Ayodhya from the next month. These special trains will have minimal stops and
connect various cities and towns across India to Ayodhya Dham station. These special
trains will initially run from main locations such as Delhi, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Goa, Telangana, Jharkhand, Jammu & Kashmir etc. Only vegetarian food will

At the feet of the idol is a decorated
lotus, under which a gold garland
is arranged

The 51-inch idol of Shri Ramlalla has been decked in ornaments based on extensive research and
study following the descriptions of Shri Ram's scripturally appropriate attire.

KAUSTUBHA MANI

Worn at the heart is the Kaustubha Mani,
decorated with a large ruby and diamonds. It is a
scriptural tradition that Lord Vishnu and his
incarnations wear the Kaustubha Mani at their
heart, hence its inclusion

BHUJBANDH

These are armlets on both arms, studded with
gold and precious stones

GARLAND

Around the neck of the idol is a garland
featuring colourful floral patterns

TOYS

Since the idol is the form of a five-year-old child
(Ramlalla), traditional toys made of silver are
placed. These include a rattle, elephant, horse,
camel, toy cart, and a spinning top

UMBRELLA

A resplendent golden umbrella is
set over the idol's halo

GOLDEN BOW

In the left hand is a gold bow adorned with pearls, rubies,
and emeralds, while the right hand holds a golden arrow

CHHADA or PAINJANIYA e o

The feet are adorned with gem-studded anklets and
toe rings, inlaid with diamonds and rubies, along
with golden ankle bells

ATTIRE

Shri Ramlalla is adorned in Banarasi fabric, featuring dhoti
and a Pataka (angavastram), which are embellished with
pure gold zari and threads, featuring auspicious Vaishnav

symbols - Shankh, Padma, Chakra, and Mayur.

SACRED ECHOES

‘ There are some feelings in my heart that | cannot
find words to express. Everyone is emotional and
happy. On this historic moment, every city and
village in the country has turned into Ayodhya and
every path seems to be heading towards the
ShriRamJanmabhoomi ’

-Yogi Adityanath
Chief Minister, Uttar Pradesh

JAI SHRI RAM RESOUNDS IN AYODHYA

The resounding chant of 'Jai Shri Ram
fills the air, echoing from the heart of
Ayodhya to the temple precincts
throughout the day. Devotees, arriving

be provided on beoard by the IRCTC for these special trains.

At a glance

ample space for your comfortable journey:.
Onboard catering will offer delicious
vegetarian meals to keep travellers
energised throughout the trip.

Connecting to Ayodhya
These trains will depart from 66 different

cities across India, making it easier than ever
to reach the holy city. From bustling metros
like Delhi and Mumbai to smaller towns with

ardent devotees.
Comfort and Convenience
Each train will have 22 coaches, ensuring

Forget long, winding journeys. These special
trains will have minimal stoppages, making
travel time to Ayodhya as swift as possible.

Fast and Efficient

the sacred site.

SPECIAL BUS SERVICES

The state government has decided 1o
operate 600 special buses on 6 specified
routes to facilitate the transportation of
devotees and tourists visiting Ayodhya.
This service will be started across three

operation of these special buses include
Saket Bridge, Ayodhya Depot Bus Station,
and the Naka intersection on the highway.
The buses will traverse through Key routes
such as Basti-Gorakhpur, Barabanki-

not only from diverse states across the
nation but also from international
locations, alongside those from
various districts of Uttar Pradesh,
continue to pour in substantial
numbers daily. The spiritual
atmosphere remains charged with
devotion, creating a profound and
memorable experience for all who visit

In the wake of the consecration of
Prabhu Shri Ramlalla, Ayodhya has
witnessed an unprecedented surge in
spiritual fervor, attracting a massive
congregation of devotees eager to
seek darshan. Within a span of six
days since the consecration
ceremony, an astounding 18.75 lakh
pilgrims have flocked to the grand

Yogi Adityanath, a dedicated
committee has been instituted to

23 January
24 January

designated locations. A specialized team
within the transport department has been
formed to manage and oversee the
operations of these buses, ensuring
round-the-clock services for the
convenience of passengers at identified
points. The specified locations for the

e

The event of Pran Pratistha is a
symbol of India's identity, self-
respect and self-confidence. The
festival of lights has started all
over the world. Prabhu Ram is the
pride of the country.

Swami Gobind Dev Giri Maharaj
Temple Trust

Lucknow. Akbarpur-Azamgarh-Varanasi,
Gonda-Bahraich, Sultanpur-Prayagraj-
Varanasi and Raebareli. At present, a fleet
of 300 buses is already in operation on
various routes, contributing to the efficient
and extensive transpartation network in
the holy city.

The consecration ceremony of
Shri Ramlalla was grand in
Ayodhya. We are getting
emotional. There is a feeling of
satisfaction throughout the
country.

exile.

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
Spiritual Guru

Jagatguru

temple in Ayodhya to offer prayers to

Ramlalla.
Following the consecration ceremony

on January 22, the temple doors
opened to devotees on January 23,
witnessing an influx of worshippers
from different corners of the country.
Under the guidance of Chief Minister

| am emotional. My situation is
the same as that of Vashishtha |ji
after Shri Ram ji returned from

Swami Ramabhadracharya

meticulously coordinate arrangements,
ensuring a seamless darshan
experience for devotees. The
committee includes state transport
minister, Chief Secretary, DGP, ACS to
the Chief Minister and principal
secretary of urban devliopment
department.

25 January
- 26January
27 January
- 28January
29 January
30 January

| feel like the luckiest
person on this earth.
Sometimes | feel as if |
am in a dream world.

We came here when Shri Ramlalla
was in the tent. Today a grand
temple is being built. Today a

new history of Sanatan has been
created.

Today is a day of pride for India,
India is writing a new slogan today.
Ram Rajya has started. Our
Hanuman |i is dancing very well.
We are very happy on Ramiji's
festival. Best wishes to the world.

Arun Yogiraj
Sculptor, Shriramlalla ’ ,

HINDUSTAN TIMES MEDIA MARKETING INITIATIVE

Baba Ramdev
Yoga Guru

Dhirendra Shastri
Peethadhishwar, Bageshwar Dham
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NEW DELHI
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF AGCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Rakesh @ Manu, S/o: Aalu @ Prabhu Dayal, R/e: Jhuggi, Near Sai
Mandir, Chhatarpur, New Delhi and Jhuggi, Near Shiv Mandir,
Sapera Basti, Rangpuri, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 67/2018, Uls 224 IPC,
P.S.: Hari Nagar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused Rakesh @ Manu cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Rakesh @ Manu has absconded (or is concealing himself
toavoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Rakesh @ Manu
accused of FIR No. 67/2018, Uls 224 IPC, P.S.: Hari Nagar, Delhi
is required to appear before this court to answer the said complaint
on or before 07.03.2024.

By Order

Swati Bhardwaj

DP/1077/WD/2024- Metropolitan Magistrate-06
(Court Matter) West, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

SEE SECTION U/S 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Manish R/o House Near Pole No0.992, G/F, Vill. Dariyapur
Khurd, Post Office Ujjwa, Najafgarh, New Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in Ct
Cases/698/2017 Uls 135 Electricity Act P.S. Baba Haridas
Nagar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there
upon issued that the said accused Manish cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Manish has absconded (or is concealing himselfto avoid
the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that
the said accused Manish of Ct Cases/698/2017 U/s 135
Electricity Act P.S. Baba Haridas Nagar, Delhi is required to
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before

05.03.2024 By Order

SH. VINOD KUMAR MEENA
Addl. District & Sessions Judge (South-West)

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

62@\

W

E-Tender Notice No.: C/NCR/CASH PICKUP/2024/01
E-TENDER NOTICE

For and on behalf of the President of India, Principal Chief Commercial Manager/North
Central Railway/Headquarters/Prayagra] invites open e-tenders for the following
works. The details of the work are as follows.

Tender No.: C/INCR/CASH PICKUP/2024/01

Estimated price (for five years): ¥ 24 39,09,600/- (Rupees Twenty Four Crore Thirty
Nine Lakh Nine Thousand Six Hundred only).

Details of Work: Collection/Pickup of Stations Cashfinstruments and sealed Bag from
318 Stations/Locations of Prayagraj, Jhansi and Agra Divisions of North Central
Railway spread over the state of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan &
Haryana and remittance of Cash/Instruments into Bank for crediting in the Account of
FA&CAO, North Central Railway/HQ/Prayagraj for a period of 05 (Five) years.

Bid security: ¥ 13,69,600/- (Rupees Thirteen Lakh Sixty Nine Thousand Six Hundred
only). Cost of Tender form: ¥ 11,800/- (with 18% G5T) (Rupees Eleven Thousand
Eight Hundred only). Work completion period: 05 (Five) Years. Date and time of
Start of e-tender: 31.01.2024, 10:00 Hrs. Date and time of closing of e-tender:
14.02.2024, 15:00 Hrs. Date, time and place of opening of e-tender: 14.02.2024,
15:15 Hrs., Principal Chief Commercial Manager Office/North Central Railway/
Headquarters/Prayagraj. Full details of the website and tender can be seen: Full
details of e-tender including Performa are available on website www.ireps.gov.in and
e-tender information can also be seen on North Central Railway's website
www.ncr.indianrailways.gowv.in. 171/24 (A)

f North certral rallways | www.ncr.indlanrsliways.gov.n | § @northcentralraliway | B4 @ceroncr

Dated: 25.01.2024

for Identification

| General public is hereby informed

that one person Name: Unknown,
Slo: Unknown, Rfo: Unknown,
Age: About 65 Yrs., Complexion:
Wheatish, Height: 170 CM, Sex:
Male, Wearing: Black Colour
Jacket and Green Colour Pant,
Place of Recovery: Found dead
under Metro Line Opposite Fruit
Market, Shastri Park, Delhi.

Inthis regard DD No. 23A, Dated: 22.01.2024, has been
lodged at Police Station: Shastri Park, Delhi. Any clue
come to notice please inform undersign. SHO

P.S.: Shastri Park, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

MISCELLANEQUS WORKS

TENDER NOTICE FOR

Have fun

See Section 82 Cr. P.

Sr. No. (1) E-Tender No. CPM-ENGG-
GSU-BSP-24-23-24. Date ; 24.01.2024

with facts

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused

Sunder Lal S/o Sh. Ram Nath R/o H.No. A-11, Street No.

8, Gamri, Delhi has Committed (or is suspected to have

committed) the offence in case Regd. No. 7341/18 U/S 138

NI Act, P.S. Vijay Vihar, Delhi and it has been returned to a

warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said Sunder Lal

cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my

satisfaction that the said Sunder Lal has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Sunder

Lal of case Regd. No. 7341/18 U/S 138 NI Act, P.S. Vijay

Vihar, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to

answer the said complaint/case on or before 01.05.2024.

By Order

Sh. Vaibhav Chaurasia

Metropolitan Magistrate, (North West)

Room No. 112, First Floor

Rohini Court, Delhi

jone person Namely: Unknown, S/o:
Unknown, Address: Unknown, was
Ifound dead at Opposite Mahila Park,
Kotwali Delhi on 25.01.2024. In the area
of P.S. Kotwali in this regard a case has
been lodged vide DD No. 48A dated
25.01.2024 at P.S. Kotwali, Delhi. The description of the
dead person is as under:- Age: About 35-40 years, Sex:

Male, Height: 5'6", Complexion: Shallow, Wearing:
Mahroon colour Shirt and blue colour jeans. If any one
having any information about this dead person please

inf dersi d.
inform un igne SHO

P.S. Kotwali , Delhi

Work : Yard remodeling works at
Pendra Road including formation and
track work, Construction of EI
Building, SSE (P.Way) office and
other allied and miscellaneous work
in relation to CEWRL connectivity at
Pendra Road of Bilaspur Division of
South East Central Railway.

Tender Value : ¥12,01,53,238.02/-.
EMD: ¥75,08,00.00/-. Completion
Period : 12 Months.

Start Date of Submission of
Tender: From 01.02.2024. Last Date
of Submission of Tender
15:00 hrs. on 15.02.2024.

e-Tender Notices is available over

website https://www.ireps.gov.in.
Bids other than e-bids shall not be
accepted against above tenders.

CPR/10/402
K3 South East Central Railway (k] @secrail

DP/1104/DW/2024

Special Court (Electricity) Court No.609,
Dwarka District Courts, New Delhi

DP/1182/NE/2024

Ph.: 9891954159

DP/1177/N/2024

Ph.: 011-23977100, 8750870121

on Sundays

Catch the latest column of

@ THE WWEEK THAT Wa%
' A quiz on the week's development.

: Upto

The complete information of above

Dy. Chief Engineer/GSU
S.E.C. Railway, Bilaspur.

INDIAN RAILWAYS e
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA/MIRT GIXHIR  “imbhossa

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYSRd HATAd

(RAILWAY BOARDR@d d1s)

CORRIGENDUM-7

Subject: E-Tender no. TM-2302 for the procurement of Integrated Track
Monitoring System from Zero Speed (ZITMS) and its operations

and maintenance.
The Corrigendum-7 regarding revised date and time of closing of tender of
ZITMS tender no. TM-2302 on 27.02.2024 (Monday at 15:00 hrs.) has been
uploaded on website hitp:/fireps.gov.in. Date: 29.01.2024 (Rajiv Kumar Tanwar)
3 Director, Track (Mod.) Railway Board,
Tele No. 011 - 47845530

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 312/2024

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: “UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-24B8006,

Telephone.: 0135 - 2763808 Fax- 0135 - 2763508
CIN No. U40101UR20015GC025866, Website: www.ujvnl.com

Ref. No.: 141 Tender Nnti:ce Dated : 30.01.2024

Office of the Executive Engineer (Civil-l), UJVN Limited, Srikot-
Srinagar, Garhwal invites sealed tenders from interested parties. Brief
summary of tender is given below: -

Tender No.: 15/EE(Civil-l)/Dunao/2023-24

Name of work: Annual Repair & Maintenance work of Civil structures at

Ram Prasad Nautiyal, Dunao SHP (2x0.75 MW) in Distt- Pauri Garhwal

Estimated Cost: Rs21.15Lakh (Plus GST Extra)

Date of availability of bid document on website: 30.01.2024 from

17:00 Hrs onwards

Last date for submission of Tender; 24.02.2024 up to 16:00 Hrs

For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents

can be downloaded from the Nigam's website “www.ujvnl.com”
Executive Engineer (Civil-l)

“Avoid Wasteful use of Electricity”

W(Classiiedswednesday

SCAN THE CODE

TO BOOK YOUR
ADS ONLINE=

www.htclassilieds.con

EDUCATION

: 1, YOGESH Kumar 5/o Matwar Singh,

:
=

Rfo H.No-6481-A, Sec-3, Ballabgarh, :

Faridabad, Haryana-121004, have
changed my name from Yogesh

Kumar to Yogesh Rawat for all future :

purposes.

. 1 RUCHI W/0 Ankur Verma R/0 (G2,
 Amrapali Green Apartment, Vaibhav ;

Khand, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh-201014, have changed

Open

1+ [EEam i

v AIRPORT DUTY FREE |G = wtt TOURIST VISA

v AIRTICKING & =i\ vt IELTS/
% RESERVATION Dwarka Mor - New Delhi 0t oe) toti i

FOR AIRPORT & AIRLINE TRANING COURSE call ) 85888 53888 or 9560377925
FOR STUDY ABROAD - IELTS PTE Call =) 8588819888 or 95403 77764

FOR:

= AIRHOSTESS
» GROUNDSTAFF

CONSULTANT FOR:

1, SHARAVAN S/0 Suresh Kumar
. R/O Near Ammal hospital, Bamla
{15), Bhiwani Bamla Haryana -

my name to Ruchi Mathur, for
all future purposes.

. | HITHERTO known as Himanshu 5

:  Tayal Son of Shri Rakesh Tayal 1
residing at A-237, Surajmal Vihar, e
PO: Laxmi Nagar( East Delhi ),
Delhi-110092 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be known
as Himanshuu Tayal.

2023-2024

UGC Recognised Universities , Highly Experienced Professors
Already Admitted Students in any University May Contact

BALLB/

Estd 197
h 1L n

LLB/LLM

Few Authorised Guide
Seas& Guidance for

Synopsis , thesis

of Journals

BCA/MCA/BBA/MBA/B./D. Pharma

D.ELEd (BTC) SCERT Approved

Jornalisam And Mass Communication
Send Your Documents to Mail:-E-Mail:-vidyarthi1970@gmail.com

9997222391, 1821189496
VIDYARTHI INSTITUTE}

Delhi OFF:- 25155 Gate No. 16. Vikram Vihar,

Lajpat Nagar IV- N. De

hi-24 (Mool Chand Metro Station)

Meerut OFF:Bhavya Place, Pallav Puram Ph | Meerut Ciy - 230110]

Writing Publications,|

| SANSKAR Sharma 5/0 5aurabh

127021, have changed my
name {o Sharavan
Jangra,

| VARSHA Kumari /o Sh. Ram Suresh

Thakur Rfo A-721, Gali No.19, Shri
Ram Colony, Rajeev Nagar, Karawal

1 LosTarounn

. |Post/Speed Post/Courier/by Hand is
: lupto 4PM, 17 Feb 2024 at RWA
. | Office, AWHO Township, Gurjinder
. |Vihar, Sector- Chi-1, Pocket P-5,
- | Greater Noida-201310.

:
1,

Magar, North East Dethi-110094 have

changed my religion from Hindu to

Muslim and also my name to Ayesha

tor all purposes since 29.01.2024.

Sharma R/0O A-40 Preet Vihar Delhi
110092 have changed my name to
Sanskaar Sharma for all future
purposes.

I, SUMAN D/0 Bihari Lal Resident of

RZ B-1/22, Raghu Nagar, Pankha
Road, New Delhi-110045, have

: by

MADHU W/o Late Sh. Jagat Ram, R/o
House No. 187 Street No. 7, Phase-9,
Shiv Vihar, Karawal Nagar, Delhi-
110094 have changed my daughter
name from Sandhya to Soniya for

all future purposes.

. | MANISHA Dhankar d/o Surender

Singh Joon house no 607,12 gali
no 6 dayanand nagar bahadurgarh
haryana 124507 has changed my
name to Manisha Dhankhar for

all purposes,

MAHABIR 5/0 Sh. Hirdey Ram, R/o
Village Mahmoodpur, Jasana(110),

Faridahad-121101, Haryana have
changed my name to Mahaveer for

all future purposes.

RAJENDRA Prasad Jain 5/o Late
Babulal Jain, Rfo A-82, Sector 51
Noida, UP have Lost Yamuna
Authorty Allotment letter allotted

4 RWA GURJINDER VIHAR
@ GREATER NOIDA, UP-201310
3 CONTACT 0120-4272990 Email:
4 awhotownshipgn@gmail.com

me for B-266, Sector -20, YEIDA  UP ;

on (17.01,2024). Finder Contaci-
810013655,

RAHUL Bal Vohra S/o K.B.Vohra have
lost original Share Certificate of Flat

Mo A-304, Bairwa Bharti CGHS Lid.

Plot no.24, Sector-12, Dwarka, N.D.
Finder Cont: 9910338505

: | HAVE lost my original Possession

changed my name to Suman Tanwar. :

- 1, MOHAMMAD Saif S/0 Seema, R/o

H.No-B-11/30, B-Block, Street No. 6,

Shahdara, North East Delhi-110094,
declare that my father's name is

Letter of my Flat No-86 D, Regent
Shipra Sun City, Indirapuram,
haziabad. If anyone found, Pls
contact: Ahsan Sami 5/o0 Mohammad
Sami, M: 9582217428

: THIS IS to bring to your kind notice
Near V.T. Model School, Kabir Nagar, :

wrongly mentioned in my education- :

al documents as Aaftab, My father's

actual & correct name is Aftab Khan.

1, MAMTA Gupta w/o Sh. Mukesh

Agrawal r/o 35/701 Palm hills,
Sector 77 Gurgaon-122004, Haryana

Gupta to Mamta Agrawal vide
Affidavit no. 2721 dated 19/01/2024
before notary by 19/01/2024.

E I, PUNEET Chandhok R/o. Flat No.

2504, SG 4 Saya Gold Avenue, Indira-

puram, Ghaziabad, U.P - 201014, In
my son's Aaryan Chandhok school
record my name is wrongly written
as Punit Chandhok. but my acival &
carrect name is Puneet Chandhok

I, FARIDA Naseer. W/o Mohd Naseer,

ADMISSIONS

9210027962 , 9310582924
LLB (3/5Yrs), LLM, P.HD| :

I SALLIM D/0 Basir Badel R/o H No.
MBA, MCA, M._SC|:

D. PHARMACY, B. TECH, M. TECHEE
BA, B.COM, BBA, BCA, B.SCE
MA, M.COM, MPT, BPTE
Library Course, Yoga & Naturopathy

: : I, RAJIV Kumar Govila alias Rajiv Govila
Fine Arts, Journalism & Mass Comm -

10th &12th(OPEN SCHOOL)

RBA COLLEGEE
E- 44, Nehru Ground NIT Faridabad

CHANGE OF NAME

i 1, NITESH Singh S/o Shri Sudama Singh :

B.ED, M.ED, JBT

I, MEENAKSHI Gupta W/o Ashok
Kumar Aggarwal R/o D-421-422,
Avantika, Sector-1, Rohini Delhi-

110085 have changed my name from

Meenakshi Aggarwal to Meenakshi
Gupta for all future purposes,

Rf0-4566, Gali Shahtara, Ajmeri
Gate, Delhi - 110006, have changed
my name from Farida Naseer to

Farida Begum for all future purposes :

a-31, Anand Vihar, Uttam Nagar, DK
Mohan Garden, West Delhi-110059
have changed my name to Sallim
Shaikh tar all purpose

/0, Late B.L. Govila R/o- B-4/9.

- | SUGANDHA devi D/0 Avadh Narayan
: Jha, R/O C-336, Nehru Vihar, Delhi -
110054 declare that my fathers
name, and my DOB is wrongly
writien as Mr Ram KEumar &
23.10,1940 in my pnb MetLife policy

no 22174475, The actual name of my

father is Avadh Narayan Jha and my
DOB 15 20.02.1940.

| RAJESH Dhankar w/o chhattar singh
: house no 607/12 gali no 6 dayanand
nagar bahagurgarh haryana 124507

has changed my name to Rajesh for
all purposes.

Vasant Vihar, New Delhi - 110057 do

hereby selemnly affirm and declare
that both the names are indicating
and referring to myself as a same
and one identical person, not to
different person whatsoever,

R/o 6/68, G-2, Vaishali, Ghaziabad
LL.P. 201010 declare that my
daughter Swasti Singh name is
wrongly written as Swaste in her

school. Correct name is Swasti Singh  :

for all future purposes,

: | BETUL Marwah W/o Manjeet Singh
:  Ryo - C- 64 First Floor, Jitar Nagar

Delhi - 110051 has changed my name :'

§ PERSONAL §

: |Vaibhav Pratap. Any person having
: |any objection to this please may
: |contact the company officer's delails
: |as under 15 days after which No Claim
: |will be accepted.

from Betul Kaur to Betul Marwah
for all future purpose.

- |, DHARMENDRA Bhalla R/o M-604,

4, Vaishali Ghaziabad UP-201010
affirm that in my son’s (Kushagra
Bhalla) Passport No. F5841209 my
name is mentioned as Dharmendra

Dharmendra Bhalla

Plot No 18, Ajnara Landmark, Sector -

Kumar Bhalla but my correct name is

that, Renu Dhingra, d/o Visheshwar
Nath Chadha, Address: 41, RPS
Flats, Sheikh sarai phase 1,

New Delhi- 110017, Agreement of
purchase from the builder is
Missing since 1st Januvary 2016.

If found kindly return to the

ahove address.

have changed my name from Mamta : 1T 15 to inform that my property is

Paras Seasons Society Sector-168
Noida Flat No, 806, Tower 1. | have
lost my Builder Buyer agreement
and allotment letter while traveling

from Uttam Nagar to Noida in Metro. :

Ms, Tanushree Bhattacharya and
Mr. Satyajit Bhattacharya S/o Mr.

Subodh Kumar Bhattacharya A1302,
IM Orchid, Noida Sector 76, Pin-

201301, If anyene found please
contact :- 9873136707

UWILDER BUYER Agreement (BBA) of
Tower No. F18, flat no. F18-1003,
Registration rio. AD2V /0735 has
been missing from my residence
since February 2, 2023. This BBA is
signed between Amit Kumar Gupta,
Dr. Kshama Agrawal and M/s 02
Hahitat Builders Private Ltd.
(Formerly known as One Flamboyant
Realty Private Ltd.) and M/s.
Amrapali Centurian Park Private
Limited. If found, may please
communicate: Amit Kumar Gupta,
Mob. No. 7607680662, R/o- N1-501,
Royal Nest Tech Zone IV Begampura
ILA. Surajpur Gautam Buddha Nagar
Uttar Pradesh 201306

RAJESH W/0 No- JC-698506K Sub
Ajay Kumar Resident of Vpo-Kosli,
Teh-Kosli, Distt-Rewari, Haryana-
123302, have changed my date of

birth from 23-10-1980 to 10-04-1982 :

for all future purpose vide affidavit
before Public Notary Dethi dt.
27-01-2024

- |Army Welfare Housing Organisation
- | Township, Greater Noida is a gated
: [township spread over 95 Acres,
- Jcomprising of 95 Towers having
: |2822 flats, two entry gates, 162 lifts,
: 1150 shops and other commercial

. |establishments like Schools, Bank
: land club etc. The RWA of the
: [Township proposes to appoint
- |Housekeeping Firms for conducting
: |House keeping Services in the
- | Township from eligible contractors
: [for 2 years Comprehensive
. |Housekeeping Service extendable
- |[for 2 more years on satisfactory
: service provided for the AWHO
. |Township. Tender documents can be
:jdownloaded
. |hitp:/tender.awhogvgn.com from

: | related information, please visit our

| For any other details please contact

NOTICE INVITING BIDS FOR

HOUSE KEEPING SERVICES

from

30 Jan 24 onwards or obtained from
the RWA Office. The last date for
submission of Bids by Regd

For details of Eligibility, Scope of
Housekeeping work and other

website- www.awhogvgn.com
9717160057, 01204272990 or

send email on mail id:
awhotownshipgn@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

APARTMENT BEARING NO. 703, (ON SIXTH FLOOR) IN
BUILDING/TOWER NO. 15 SITUATED AT “COMMON WEALTH
GAMES VILLAGE” (CWGV), LOCATED AT OFF NATIONAL
HIGHWAY 24, ADJACENT TO AKSHARDHAM TEMPLE,
: NOIDA CROSSING, DELHI-110092;
- | “Be it known to all that my client has agreed to purchase the entire

Your protection is our priority

Six easy steps to book your ad

Call us at our Tele-booking No.
1800-103-1800 or Email:
ad.booking@hindustantimes.com
All Days: 7 am to 11 pm

Get assistance from

ht

Specify the
category, Ad type,
your ad message
or art-work

| residential apartment bearing no. 703, (on sixth floor), in building/tower|
: | no. 15, together with 2 (two) car park at stilt level, situated at “Common| :
- | Wealth Games Village” (CWGV), located at off National Highway 24,
- | adjacent to Akshardham Temple, Noida Crossing, Delhi-110092,
- | alongwith proportionate share in the land appurtenant thereto, [say 'Said
- | Apartment’], from (1) Shri Siddharth Srivastava S/o late Shri Arun
: | Kumar Srivastava and (2) Mrs. Priyadarshini Thyagarajan W/o Shri
- | Siddharth Srivastava who have represented themselves to be absolute
: | and exclusive owners of the said apartment and have further represented
- | that the said apartment is free from all sorts of encumbrances (registered
+ | or un-registered) including but not limited to prior sale, gift, morigage,
- | charge, lien, claims, disputes etc.

: | Any other person(s) having any claim against, into or upon the said
: | apartment or any part thereof by virtue of sale, inheritance, agreement,

our Reader Relationship
Executive in availing the
best schemes and offers

Pay for your Ad using:
» Cash collection from
your doorstep

« Online through credit card

Have your Classified
Display Ad professionally
designed by our
In-house designers

Get your
Advertisement
published in the
newspaper.

C-13, Pamposh Enclave, New Delhi-48.Tel: 26284741, 26284569

: | contract, mortgage, lien, charge eftc., or otherwise howsoever and of| :
- | whatsoever nature is hereby required to notify the same in writing along|
- | with supporting documentary evidence to the undersigned within 15
- | days, from the date of publication of this notice, failing which my client
: | shall conclude the sale and any claim and/or objection if any shall be
: | considered as waived and abandoned and shall not be binding upon
: | my client.

AMIT GUPTA (Advocate)

: |FOR TWO NURSERY SCHODLS
. |AVAILABLE ON LEASE AT AWHOD
- |GURJINDER VIHAR Gurjinder Vihar,
: | AWHO Township Greater Noida is one
* | of the largest townships in NCR. There
: |are 2822 apartments with more than
- 195% occupancy. Two Nursery schools
: |are being run in the township. Two
: |Nursery schools are available to be
- |oiven on lease from Apr 2024. The
: |size of each building is 1000 sqm.
- | Person or group of persons or trust or
- |society or other business institution
- |having the ability to run nursery
- Ischools should download tender as
‘lposted on our website
- f'www.awhogvgn.com w.e.f. 30
. |January 2024 and submit their tender
+ Hthrough registered post orin personin
: |sealed cover in the office of RWA
: |[Room No-02 Gurjinder Vihar
- |alongwith five years audited financial
. |statements.Inspection of premises
- jcan be done on any working day after
- | fixing appointment with RWA.

TENDER

To Apply and to seek
"appointment to visit” please send
email to
shops.awhogvgn@gmail.com or
awholownshipgn@gmall.com

or contact on phone number:;
0120-4272990, 9371525427 during

working hours (9 to 5 PM).

Except on Sunday / Holidays.

Secretary

: 11, Nishakant Tiwari, Panel
: | Advocate, State Bank of India,
: | inform that the loan account -
: | morigaged property in M/s Alien
| India — Khasra No. 388, Village-
:|Loni (Chakbandi Area),
: | Mohalla- Jamalpur, Tehsil- Loni,
: | District-Ghaziabad, property
: | owner - Shri Haji Babu Qureshi
: | Slo Shri Karam llahi resident -
: | Main Market, Loni, District
: | Ghaziabad, related original
:|deed no. 11805 dated
: | 24.05.2004 whose registration
: | Book no. 1, Volume no. 4282,
: | Page no. 115- 148, but is
: | registered in Sub-Registrar | :
: | Office - Ghaziabad, is lost] :
: | somewhere and could not be | :
: | found despite a lot of efforts.
: | The concemned police station
: | has been informed about the
: | said missing documents
: | through letter number 36 dated
: | 18.07.2012. If any gentleman
: | receives the said original deed | :
: | no. 11805 dated 24.05.2004 or | :
: | anyone has any objection | :
: | regarding the said deed, So
: | inform the informant at the
: | following address within 15
: | days from the publication of this

I NoTICE J_____ =]

. | Readers are recommended to make all | :
- | enguiries and seek appropriate advice | -
- | before acting on any advertisement| -
- |appearing in this publication. Any| :
- | subscriber sending money, Incurring any | :
- |expenses or acting on any medical| :
- | recommendations or entering into any| -
: |commitment in relation to any|:
- |advertisement published in this| :
- | publication, shall do so entirely at his/ her |
- | discretion, intelligence and risk. The| :
- | Company, Publisher or any of its employees |
- | do not vouch for any claims made by the |
- | Advertisers of products and services and | :
- | shall not be held liable for any damages, |
. | loss, consequences, suffered by any person | -
: on account of relying on swch|:
. | advertisements. :

= Sy —

Protecting you and providing a secure environment is and always has

been a top priority for all our customers. To ensure a safe transaction

with HT Media Ltd., we have added some security measures for all our
bookings made through S.E.A.L.

« For all transactions, always insist on noting down a unique receipt
number. Also please use this unique number for all communications
with HT SEAL, and while handling of cash and cheques.

« Always check for a hologram sticker on the receipt and the receipt

number

» For all queries, rely safely on contacting our Number / Email :

htclassifieds

ad.booking@hindustantimes.com

_ I Classifieds |

For Classifieds advertising
please call Ad Sales Team on

NORTH DELHI
Vishal Sachdeva: 9910249013

: | notice, after that no objection

RWA AWHO GVGN

 |Pratap Rlo Sai Baba Colony, Rani
: |Dhara, Almera, Uttarakhand-263601
- |was having residential property in
: |joint cwnership along with her son
: |Vaibhav Pratap, in our project
. | Xpressions by Vatika, HSG-028,
: |Sector-88B, Plet No. 35, ST. H-33,
- |Level-2, admeasunng 914.61 sq.ft
: [which her legal heirs Ajay Pratap,

Neetika Kumra, Krli Khola and
Vaibhav Pratap requested the
company to be fransfer to her Son

Vatika Limited
A4002, Ground Floor, Block A,

- | Vatika INXT City Centre, Sector-83,
- | Gurugram, Haryana, India - 122012

: | will be valid. Nishakant Tiwari,
. | Panel Advocate, State Bank

PUBLIC NOTICES

: _ - | Rajnagar, Ghaziabad-201002,
PUBLIC NOTICE
: | The Public at large is hereby informed

- |that Late Smt Sunita Kumra Wio Ajay

of India,Chamber No. 359,
Civil Court Compound,

Mob No.-9818104048, Email-

: | advnishakantiwari@gmail.com

4 PUBLIC NOTICE &
: | This is to inform public at large| :
: |that | Renu Kapoor (D/o Mr. Prem
: |Chand Sachdeva, W/o Mr.
: [Rajesh Kapoor) is the sole lawful
: lowner & resident of Flat No 142-
: D, Pocket B Dilshad Garden,
: INew Delhi-110095.
: lanybody attempts to alienate the
: |said properly on my behalf, the
- |same shall be unlawful, illegal
:land null and void. | have not
: lexecuted any instrument
: lauthorizing anyone to alienate
: |the said property. If anybod

: |enters into any transaction (rent,
: Imortagage, sale, license or
- |likewise)
- |the same shall not be binding. but
- |shall be deemed as void ab-initio.

In case

ua the said property,

Sidharth Mahajan (Advocate
Enrl. No. D/2695/201

EAST & CENTRAL DELHI
Sumit Negi: 9899268321

WEST DELHI & FARIDABAD

Ranjeet Singh: 9911819105

SOUTH DELHI & GURGAON
Abhishek Tiwari: 9899865804

NOIDA & GHAZIABAD
Gaurav: 8630242501
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CENTRE ADVISORY
SEEKS TO BOLSTER
WOMEN'S ROLE
ACROSS DEPTS

HT Correspondent

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre on Tues-
day launched an interministerial
effort to push for greater participa-
tion by women in the workforce,
releasing an advisory for employ-
ers to promote equal participation
in the workplace by enforcing stat-
utory provisions, stressing on
national minimum standards and
protocols for créches, and starting
a public survey on facilities availa-
ble to women at workplaces.

The collaborative plan comes
amid concerns over the low partic-
ipation of women, about 35.9%, in
the workforce, officials aware of
the matter said.

Some of the efforts were rolled
outin an event titled “Women in
the Workforce for Viksit Bharat”,
jointly organised by labour minis-
try and the women & child devel-
opment ministry. According toan
advisory handbook released by the
labour ministry, the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) indi-
cates that there has been an
increase in women's workforce
participation from 22% in 2017-18
to 35.9%in 2022-23.

“Though women'’s participa-
tionin workforce has increased in
recent years, there isample scope
for further improvement ...
through effective implementation
of existing policies byemployers,”
the advisory said.

The advisory reiterates the
strict implementation of The
Maternity Benefit Act, 1961, a key
act governing women's work con-
ditions which was amended in
2017 to include provisions related
to creches and surrogate mothers.
It also stresses that employers
should provide paid maternity
leave as per the law.

“The advisory for female con-
struction workers across the coun-
try mandates them to be given 26
weeks of maternity leave by their
employers. Now, this is nothing
less than revolutionary...” WCD
minister Smriti Irani said at the
event. Union labour and employ-
ment minister Bhupender Yadav
said the most effective way to
empower women is through a
women-led development
approach. Earlier on Tuesday, the
two ministries, via the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO), launched a survey seeking
details about policies and initia-
tives that have been taken at the
workplace for women.

SC secks re]igion-wise data of

students in key institutions

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday asked the Union gov-
ernment to give religion-wise data
of students studying across institu-
tions deemed to be of national
importance after the latter argued
that the Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity (AMU) cannot demand minor-
ity status owing to its special char-
acter asan educational institution.
The seven-judge Constitution
bench, led by Chief Justice of India
Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud,
called upon the Centre to adduce
the statistics to back its claim that
no other institution of national
importance has any religious
minority as a dominant group.
“Do you have the data regarding
that? There is no question of reser-
vation in such institutions because
it's barred under Article 15 (pro-
hibiting discrimination based on
religion),” the bench, which also
comprised justices Sanjiv Khanna,
Surya Kant, JB Pardiwala,
Dipankar Datta, Manoj Misra and

SCis hearinga case regarding
the minoritystatusof Aligarh

Muslim University.  HTARCHIVE
Satish Chandra Sharma, observed.

“It asked If you have the data,
give usa break-up,” it told solicitor
general Tushar Mehta, whorepre-
sented the Centre in the case and
argued that the idea of granting
minority status to AMU, which is
an institution of national impor-
tance, fall afoul of ideals of social
justice and equality.

According to Mehta, all institu-
tions of national importance must
show diversity and the national
structure and therefore, AMU can-
not press for a minority status to
defeat the representation that the

marginalised sections of SﬂClEt}’
are entitled to. If declared a minor-
ity institution, AMU need not
reserve seats for Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, other backward
classes (OBC) and economically
weaker sections (EWS).

“If AMU, despite being one of
the finest universities would not
have reservation for ST/SC/ OBC
and would have at least 50% reser-
vation for Muslims, a deserving
candidate of SC/ST community
would not have reservation but a
person having all economic
resources at his command will
have entitlement to this institution
based only on religion,” contended
the law officer, arguing on the
sixth day of the hearing related to
AMU’s minority status.

As Mehta informed the bench
that there are as many as 165 such
institutions of national impor-
tance, the court sought to know
the religious composition of these
institutions. “We will provide give
itin 2-3 days. All such universities
have students from all walks of
life,” the S-G said.

The Constitution recognises
“institution of national impor-
tance” (INI) under Entry 63 of the
Union List. The Centre grants the
status of INI to premier higher
educational institutions in India
through an act of Parliament. IT'T5,
[IMs, AIIMS and Delhi University

also figure in the list of 165 INIs

The court is seized of a clutch of
petitions, seeking reconsideration
of the Supreme Court’s five-judge
bench judgment in the Azeez
Basha casein 1967. The 1967 judg-
ment declared that AMU was nota
minority institution and could not
enjoy protection for minorities to
administer educational institu-
tions under Article 30(1) of the
Constitution. In 1981, Parliament
passed amendments to the AMU
Act to change the definition of
“university” in its endeavour to
grant minority status to AMU.

The Allahabad high court, how-
ever, junked these amendments in
2006, leading to AMU and the then
United Progressive Alliance (UPA)
government to challenge it betore
the Supreme Court.

Ruling likely on prayers
in Gyanvapi cellar today

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

VARANASI: The Varanasi district
court will decide on Wednesday
whether a Hindu plaintiff Shailen-
dra Kumar Pathak Vyas and other
devotees will be allowed to offer
prayers in a cellar (tahkhana) on
the southern side of the Gyanvapi
mosque in Varanasi. The hearing
in the case completed on Tuesday.
Vishnu Shankar Jain, one of
Vyas’s lawyers, said that he asked
the court to allow the plaintiff to
perform puja in the cellar and cre-
ate an entry gate for the space.
Shailendra Kumar Pathak
Vyas had filed the suit, through
lawyers Vishnu Shankar Jain,
Subhash Nandan Chaturvedi
and Sudhir Tripathi, on Septem-
ber 25 last year, urging the court
to appoint the district magistrate
as the receiver of the cellar.
The plaintiff alleged that the
Anjuman Intezamia Masjid
Committee (AIMC), which man-

ages Gyanvapi mosque, "keep
visiting the cellar and they may
take it over’.

Advocate Akhlague Ahmad,
representing the AIMC objected to
the plea, arguing thatit was barred
by the Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991, which locks
the religious character of shrines
as they existed on August 15, 1947,
with the exception of Ayodhya.

“The cellar is a part of the Gyan-
vapi mosque. So worship could
not be performed. Therefore,
pooja should not be allowed,”
Ahmad argued.

On January17, the Varanasi dis-
trict court appointed the district
magistrate as the receiver, direct-
ing him to keep the cellar safe and
not allow any changein it. On Jan-
uary 24, a district administration
team led by additional district
magistrate Prakash Chandra com-
pleted the proceedings in connec-
tion with the DM becoming the
receiver of the cellar and taking it
into his custody.

{ INDIGO AIRLINES } DELHI-BAKU FLIGHT

Flight takes oft without
nod, 2 pilots grounded

NEW DELHI: Two IndiGo pilots
were taken off the roster after the
airline’s flight from Delhi to Azer-
baijan capital Baku allegedly took
off on Sunday night without clear-
ance from the air traffic control-
ler, officials aware of the matter
said on Tuesday.

The flight departed from the
Indira Gandhi International Air-
port at around 7.38pm on Janu-
ary 28.

An official familiar with the
matter, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity, said: “The air-
craft was lined up at 9 runway
and was asked to prepare for take
off. The pilots, however, took off
instead.”

He added: “The incident was
noted and brought to the knowl-
edge of the DGCA (Directorate
General of Civil Aviation), after
which the pilots were de-ros-
tered.”

IndiGo said it was investigat-

ing the matter. “With reference to
reports around IndiGo flight GE
1803 operating between Delhi and
Baku on January 28, 2024, the
incidentis currently under inves-
tigation and appropriate action
will be taken as necessary,” the
airline spokesperson said.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), too, has
begun an investigation in to the
matter, a second official familiar
with the matter said.

“The indigo pilot of 6E-1803
has been off duty till the investiga-
tion,” a top DGCA official told
news agency ANIL

“The pilots of IndiGo’s January
29, 2024, Delhi-Baku flight (6E
1803) have been removed from
flying duty as the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
investigates whether they took off
without the required air traffic
control (ATC) clearance,” it
added. HTC
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Public Works Department
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, PWD,
BILASPUR CIRCLE, BILASPUR (C.G))

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

No. 299/G

Bilaspur, Dated : 23.01.2024

Public Works Department (PWD) invites proposal for Planning,

development,

estimation and Structural

design, detailed

engineering and related services for the work
CONSTRUCTION OF 1000 SEATER AUDITORIUM IN HIGH COURT
PREMISES AT BODRI BILASPUR WITH ALL MODERN FACILITIES.

Probable cost of project - 2500.00 Lacs
Minimum eligibility for participants shall be as below :-

Education

Gurugram, Delhi NCR

G D GOENKA
UNIVERSITY

FROM FOUNDATION TO FLIGHT

Applications invited for admission to

Ph.D Programme

for the session 2024-25

University with Focus on Inter-disciplinary Research

GD Goenka University has intense research engagements with large
numbers of universities worldwide. This provides PhD scholars global
exposure to best practices for conducting research

The University also offers fulltime PhD
scholars opportunities for teaching or
Research Assistantship at a stipend of Rs.
25,000/ month on evidence of
satisfactory progress in the first year of
the programme - Post-Doctoral Teaching
or Research Fellowship at a stipend of RBs.
45000 on earning their doctorate
qualification

Research Domains

Ph.D

(Full-Time or Part-Time)

GD Goenka University is a research-
intensive university that inculcates the
spirit of inquiry and dissemination of
knowledge. We invite applications for
PhD programmes in disciplines within
the following domains:

« Agriculture

- Engineering & Sciences

« Liberal Arts

» Law

- Management

« Medical & Allied Sciences

Application Procedure

For details on selection process, number
of seats, eligibility and to fill online forms,
visit www.gdgoenkauniversity.com or
download form and send to: The
Registrar, GD Goenka University, GD
Goenka Education City, Sohna
Gurugram Road, Haryana 122103.

Important Dates

Entrance Exam February 10, 2024
Interview February 10, 2024

For more details and to apply online, please
visit www.gdgoenkauniversity.com

Last Date To Apply: February 05, 2024

GD Goenka University, Sohna Road, Gurugram, Delhi NCR Haryana
PHONE: 8800 992040

BAJAJ

HOLDINGS &

Consolidated Results

Total income
Share of profits of associates
Profit before tax
Profit after tax

Standalone Results

Investments (at market value)

INVESTMENT

Performance Highlights Q3 FY24
Consolidated profit after tax: ™ 28%

(T In Crore)

1,578 1.235% 4,402 3,360 4,667
1,665 1,305 4,767 3,644 5,012
1,644 1,286 4,557 3,498 4,851

(Z In Crore)

Total income
Profit before tax
Profit after tax

Investments (at cost)

1,917 1,841 1,957

86 66 1,802 1.720 1779

66 49 1.692 1,666 1,712
11,295 10,445 11,295 10,445 10,542
1.90,273 1.47,549 190,275 147,549 1,532,034

BAJAJ HOLDINGS & INVESTMENT LIMITED | CIN: L65100PN1945PLC004656 | Website: www.bhil.in
Registered Office: C/o Bajaj Auto Limited Complex, Mumbai
Corporate Office: 6th Floor, Bajaj Finserv Corporate Office, Off Pune - Ahmednagar Road, Viman Nagar, Pune - 411014

- Pune Road, Akurdi, Pune - 411 035

This is an abridged representation of the unaudited financial results of Q3 FY24 and is not for the purpose of legal compliance.
As required by regulations, the results have been prepared as per Indian Accounting Standards (Ind AS).

S.| Building The applicant Earnest Money No. Of
N.| project cost firms, firms (In shape as per Call
farming joint | Annexure-1 Favor MAHARASHTRA
venture/ of Executive FINSEXRV SCOOTE=RS
consortium Engineer, PWD
shall be Division No. 2
Bilaspur
For project | Empanelled as Rs. 15,000=00 1st Call
cost between | architect in class
Rs. 10to 25 | "C & above class”
crore in C.G. PWD _ -
General condition :- All the documents & Information as per para d»y COVERNMENT OF HARYANA EENEIE=0 = @ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [EETT=C NV S
7.4, shall be submitted through speed post/Registered post. so as SR.| NAME OF NAME OF WORK OPENING | AMOUNT/ [ WEBSITE OF | ~ NODAL SR.| NAME OF [OLD REFERENCE/NIT NO.| NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM | WEBSITE |  NODAL
to reach the office of under signed on or before dated 12.02.2024 by MAKE YOUR NO |BOARD/CORP./ NOTICE TENDER DATE EMD THE BOARD OFFICER/ No.| BOARD OF THE OFFICER/
17.30 hour. Any documents received after the last date and time will MONDAY MORNING AUTH CLOSING | (APPROX.) [ CORP./AUTH CONTACT CORP./ BOARD | CONTACT
not be entertained Stk | ANEERS UEINE & AUTH CORP./ | DETAILS/
The detailed RFP is available on the website www cgstate.gov.in E3ENE S L LTME) EVAL AUTH EMAIL
from where it can be downloaded for submission. CG.PWD reserves Cakcly thie (atest section of ol - EHPHESEWN 5 ?F IR o GLDS%IME 5;] e ht!:;;ﬁwm:_ 1:;2'55513&? 1. | HPGCL [NIT REF NO 2023 _|THE DUE DATE OF BID|www.hpgel.| 9354782005
i AGRO OR PARTICIPATION IN SELL| DATE ER THE haic.co.in | haicpkl@gmail. HBC 307531 1 BID DOCISUBMISSION EXTENDED : ao? okl@
the right to reject all or any of the application without assigning any &? Problematics INDUSTRIES [E-AUCTION PROCESS  ON|07.02.2024 | CONTRACT |  hitp://www. com _ s org.n | Xenpigpe.pKk
reason. Right to modify the process of Pre-qualification is reserved to solve a set of intriguing puzzles. CORPORATION [STAR AGRI BAZAAR PORTAL NOTE | nharhith.com MO SUCEPLORGTRRI 19022000 & OPENNG hpgcl.org.In
with CG.PWD LIMITED  |[FOR SALE OF SLOW-MOVING FGD-250 OF  PART-|  TECHNO-
' Superintending Engineer ESSENTIAL COMMODITY COMMERCIAL BID 21,02.2024
Public Works Department T u’fn';lﬁgfugmgfﬁ;ﬁ* Al - FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www. haryanaeprocurement.qov.in or www. etenders. hry.nic.in
G-07334/2 Bilaspur Circle, Bilaspur RO NO 13/2024/40/24541/119/7 ’ RO NO 13/2024/40/24544/I19/7
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2 killed, 3 injured as fresh

clashes erupt in Manipur

Utpal Parashar

letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI: Atleast two people
were killed, three injured and
two others went missing after
armed groups from both Kuki
and Meitei communities
engaged in a heavy gunfight in
ethnic strife-torn Manipur on
Tuesday, people familiar with
the matter said.

The incident took place near
Kadangband village in Lam-

shang area at the border of

Kangpokpi and Imphal West dis-
tricts. While Kangpokpi is a Kuk-
i-majority district, Imphal West
is dominated by Meiteis.

“Two individuals were killed
in a firing incident between
armed miscreants at bordering
area of Kangpokpi and Imphal
West districts,” the Manipur
Police said in a poston X.

The deceased were identified
as Nongthombam Michael (33),
and Meishnam Khaba (23), both
from Meitei community, police
officers said on condition of ano-
nymity. They added that at least
two people have gone missing in
the incident.The injured have
been shifted to the Regional
Institute of Medical Sciences

Atleast 210 people have lost their lives in the clashes so far.

(RIMS) in Imphal, officers said.
One of the injured has been iden-
tified as M Barish, the former
state unit president of the BJP
youth wing. He is also admitted
at RIMS, where his condition is
stated to be critical, a senior offi-
cer said, requesting anonymity.

Meanwhile, several videos
purportedly from Manipur cir-

culated on social media, one of

which shows armed miscreants
defiling a dead body. HT could
not independently verify the
veracity of the videos.

“Reports of gunfight between

AFP

two groups in the border area
are confirmed. We are getting
conflicting reports about deaths
and injuries. We also know
about the videos getting circu-
lated, but they have to be
checked for authenticity before
commenting on them,” Th Kir-
ankumar, deputy commissioner
of Imphal West, said.

An army officer posted in the
ethnic violence-hit state on con-
dition of anonymity said: "It is
confirmed that there was heavy
gunfight between two groups of
armed miscreants along the bor-

der between Kangpokpi and
Imphal West districts. We are in
receipt of several unconfirmed
reports on deaths and injuries
and aware of some videos circu-
lating on social media.”

Tuesday's incident came three
days after a Kuki armed village
defence volunteer was killed and
three others injured in a gun-
fight between groups from the
warring communities in Kang-
pokpi district on January 27. The
gunfight broke out after armed
miscreants entered the vicinity
of the hill village of Satang Kuki
and launched a gun and bomb
attack, police had said.

Manipur has been in the
throes of ethnic violence
between the majority Meitei
community and the tribal Kukis
since May 3 last year, with other
communities  increasingly
sucked into the violence that has
continued unabated. Over the
past eight months, at least 210
people have lost their lives, and
over 50,000 people have been
displaced. More than half the
state’s population of 3.2 million
belongs to the Meitei commu-
nity, while the Kuki community,
who make up about 43%, live
mostly in the hills.

Missing Indian student found dead in US

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: An Indian stu-
dent studying at Purdue Univer-
sity in the US state of Indiana has
been found dead on the univer-
sity campus, the varsity state-
ment said.The deceased, identi-
fied as Neel Acharya, had gone
missing on Sunday.

Officials from Tippecanoe
County Coroner’s Office were
called around 11:30 am on Sun-
day to 500 Allison Road in West
Lafayette for a possible body.
Upon arrival, a “college-aged
male” was found deceased out-
side Maurice J. Zucrow Labora-
tories on Purdue’s campus.

“It is with great sadness that |
inform you that one of our stu-
dents Neel Acharya has passed

Neel Ac harya

away. The leadership in the
Department of Computer Sci-
ence expresses our profound
sorrow for his passing. I am
deeply saddened by his loss. My
condolences go out to his friends
family and all affected,” Chris
Clifton, interim head of the uni-
versity’s Computer Science
Department, said in an email to
the department on Monday.

He pursued a double major in

computer science and data sci-
ence and was a John Martinson
Honors College student.

“He aspired to pursue numer-
ous academic achievements and
shared profound connections
with friends... Neel could be
counted on to reach out to others
and make them feel included. He
was an achiever and an includer,
with his: most notable qualities
being genuine kindness and
unwavering compassion,”
Clifton said.

Clifton told the local newspa-
per that he received an email
from the Office of the Dean of
Students confirming Acharya’s
death. “A deceased person was
found that matched Neel's
description and had Neel's ID on
(him),” he said. Victim's mother
Goury Acharya, in a post on X on

Monday, said: "Our son Neel
Acharya has been missing since
yesterday January 28 (12:30 AM
EST) He is studying at Purdue
University in the US. He was last
seen by the Uber driver who
dropped him off at Purdue Uni-
versity. We are looking for any
info on him. Please help us if you
know anything.” Responding to
her post, India’s Consulate Gen-
eral in Chicago, said: "(The) Con-
sulate is in touch with Purdue
University authorities and also
with Neel's family. The consulate
will extend all possible support
and help."The exact reason for
death is not known yet.
Acharya’s demise comes after
another Indian student Vivek
Saini and was hammered to
death by a homeless drug addict
in Georgia state’s Lithonia city

Drive to digitise agri banks commences

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : Union minister for
home and cooperation, Amit
Shah, on Tuesday launched a
225 crore drive to computerise
over 1,000 agriculture and rural
development banks and offices
of the registrar of cooperative
societies in states and Union ter-
ritories across the country.

The cooperation ministry has
identified 1,851 agriculture banks
in 13 states and Union territories
for the project. They will eventu-
ally be linked to the National
Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (Nabard), the larg-
est state-backed bank for rural
business and infrastructure,

AmitShah

through a common national
software.This is the second
major digitisation project under-
taken by the ministry after an
ongoing project involving 63,000
primary agricultural cooperative
societies. The launch was orga-
nised by the cooperation minis-
try in collaboration with

National Cooperative Develop-
ment Corporation.

“The projects will go on to
modernise and bring efficiency
in the cooperative sector by
bringing the entire ecosystem on
a digital platform. This will help
in improving transparency and
accountability,” Shah said.

Of the total outlay of 2225
crore, 95 crore will be spent on
computerisation of the registrar
of cooperative societies, the local
authorities mandated to register
cooperatives, which are busi-
nesses run jointly by members
who share profits and losses.

Digitisation of cooperative
banks will help farmers get
medium- and long-term loans,
the minister said.

“Agriculture banks are
present only in 13 states and
there is a need to expand it to
other states as well,” Shah
said.The latest computerisation
initiative will increase the opera-
tional efficiency, accountability
and transparency in agriculture
and rural development banks by
“standardising business proce-
dures through a Common
Accounting System (CAS) and
Management Information Sys-
tem (MIS)”, an official said sepa-
rately. Digitisation will also
reduce transaction costs, facili-
tate loan distribution to farmers
and enable real-time data access
for better monitoring and assess-
ment of schemes, the minister

added.

Satnam Singh Sandhu

PB EDUCATIONIST
NOMINATED AS
RAJYA SABHA MP

NEW DELHI: President Droupadi
Murmu nominated Chandigarh
University founder-chancellor Sat-
nam Singh Sandhu to the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.

The son of a farmer, Sandhu is
one of India’s leading education-
ists, people aware of the details
said. He founded the Chandigarh
Group of Colleges at Landran in
Mohali in 2001 and subsequently,
Chandigarh University in 2012,
which found a place in QS World
Rankings 2023, first among pri-
vate universities in Asia.

"Heisactively involved in large-
scale community efforts to
improve health and wellness and
also to advance communal har-
mony through his two NGOs,” a
person aware of the details said.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said he is "confident the Rajya
Sabha proceedings will be
enriched by his (Sandhu’s) views”,
“Tamdelighted that Rashtrapati ji
has nominated Shri Satnam Singh
Sandhu Ji to the Rajya Sabha,” he
wrote on X. "Thank you PM @nar-
endramodi ji for the faith you have
placed in me and the opportunity
you have given me to become a
small part of your monumental
mission,” Sandhusaidon X. HTC

t MODI'S PERSONAL DIARY SHARED ON X }

Martyrs’ day: PM pays
homage to Mahatma

Saptarshi Das

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Tuesday paid
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi on
the 76th anniversary of his
assassination and said that his
government would always work
towards realising Gandhi’'s
dream for the nation.

“I pay homage to Pujya Bapuon
his Punya Tithi. I also pay homage
to all those who have been mar-
tyred for our nation. Their sacrifi-
ces inspire us to serve the people
and fulfil their vision for our
nation,” Modi’s post on X said.

An X handle called “Modi
Archives” - adigital archive of per-
sonal narratives from people who
have interacted with Modi
through the course of his career -
said it was posting some pages
from the PM’s personal diary
where he had written down some
of Gandhi's quotes. The account is
developed by the BJP and the data
collection is volunteer driven.

“We bring to you pages from
Narendra Modi’s personal diary,
which demonstrate that not only
did he extensively read Mahatma
Gandhi, but he also wrote down
Gandhi's quotes in his personal
diary as something of inspirational
value to him. These entries contin-
ued to guide his interactions later
on,” the handle, which aims to put
in one place testimonials about

PM Narendra Modi pays
tribute to Mahatma Gandhion

hisdeath anniversary in Delhi.

Modi, posted.“T have no weapon
but love to wield authority over
anyone,” said one of the handwrit-
ten quotes, reportedly said by Gan-
dhi on 9 September 1942.

"My greed of non-violenceisan
extremely active force. It has no
room for cowardice or even weak-
ness. There is hope for a violent
man to be someday non-violent.
But there is none for a coward,”
another quote said.

“Idonot believe in the doctrine
of the greatest good of the greatest
number. It means in its nakedness
that in order to achieve the sup-
posed good of fifty-one percent,
the interest of forty-nine percent
may be, or rather, should be sacri-
ficed. It is a heartless doctrine...,”
said another quote.

HC TO HEAR SHAHI
EIDGAH MOSQUE
PLEA ON FEB 22

PRAYAGRAJ: The Allahabad
high court on Tuesday said it
will hear on February 22 a plea
regarding maintainability of a
bunch of suits seeking removal
of Shahi Eidgah mosque in
Mathura, claiming it was built
after demolishing a Hindu tem-
ple. The court asked the Hindu
side to file its response to the
application challenging main-
tainability of the suits by Feb-
ruary 6.

It also gave all parties till
February 13 to file their written
statements in all suits pertain-
ing to the Sri Krishna Janma-
bhoomi-Shahi Eidgah dispute.

Fixing February 22 as the
next date of hearing, Justice
Mayank Kumar Jain made it
clear “no further time shall be

granted” to file objection/
rejoinder affidavit/written
statements.

“...The defendants are
directed to file their written
statements by February 13,
2024, on the suits where writ-
ten statement is not yet filed,”
the court said in the order.

On January 17, the HC had
given time to the Hindu side to
file its reply on the application
of the Muslim side moved
regarding maintainability of
the suit that seeks removal of
the Shahi Eidgah mosque,
abutting Sri Krishna Janma-
bhoomi temple, claiming it was
built after demolishing a Hindu
temple on the orders of Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb. HTC
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Rural Works Circle, Balasore
OIPR - 25105/11/0092/2324

welfare2007@gmail.com

f=ifeper wu ¥ fawariRe & o %& 8 —

U] ERT HIARIRY & GRIa & Srar ® & g9 srfea gy s Ity
el §—FAfagT SmH=vT a1 TWo—21 / 2023—24 G fAfA=1 WHIEAR 9T H UabIRId
zarr 2, Rre@r PR. No. 14685(BCD)/2023-24 & @1 aRerd wRoaw

IGCE

gd A gyail¥a fafsr vd

wenfera fafér vd wwy

P GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA 0-2338 Department of Women and Child Development
e el OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER G 0f NCT of Delhi
p RURAL IRCLE,BALASORE ovt. or e
No:- 376 | WE, Dt:- 25.01.2024 oth Floor, ISBT-Building, Kashmiri Gate, Delhi -110006
e-procurement Notice MISSING CHILDREN
1. MName of the Work:- - "Building Works." —
1. Estimated Cost- - As per Annexure). Sr. No. Description Fhutﬂgraph
2 THne X Comshon;- i per AnneUre 1. |Name: Khushi (Kept by Child Welfare Committee)
3. Noof Work:- - As per Annexure Kicn: M ths. Colour- Wheatish. The Child
4. Summary for key dates is provided below:- ge- manths, Lolour. Whealish. 1ne Lhid  Wds
. e found abandoned in Kalkaji temple on 01.08.23. When
Bid Availabiity of tender 120t nate & Time | Date & Time of Opening of Tend : ~ it
Procurement Offcer | Kentfication |  Omineforbidding | rcolio oo o i child fell ill & hpaputalrsad the matter was reported to
No From T Clrification | Technical Big Fitancial Bid P.S. Kalkaji. Child’s case was produced before Child
z 5 3 ; : z Welfare Committee (CWC) South East through PS., 50
el Consliction CWC ordered to keep the child in WHC Sarita Vihar after %o
Dt DL e : ; ; S
Engineer NCB.No-T1 | g1.0p000a | 1202200 | O1202.2024 | DL13.022624 | will be intimated discharge from hospital for care & protection. Child is in
Rural Works Circle, oF0B-4 | 1100AM. | wiosoopy,| WP HOOPM. | atTL00AM. latter WHC since, 21.09.2023 |
: BQ'T“IE ; Note: Parents/Guardians/Relatives of above mentioned children may Eantant at addressfphnna
urther details can be seen from the website www.lendersodisha.govin it
Any other changes/Corrigendum may be seen only in website wwwitendersodisha.gov.in numl:aar given at SI. No. 1 given below:
S/d:-Er.N.V. Harihar Rao 1. Welfare Home for Children, 1-B, Institutional Area, Sarita Vihar, New
Chief Construction Engineer, Delhi-110044, Contact no.. 8860835349/011-26954150/269747023,  Email: T

Hifge @feT #i
fafsr, wwa g

farTe—18.01.2024

AT |
feHTe—22.01.2024

oo e, faewR, e

I 300 T

@I 1200 a9
ATEA H HE Afdar (J0), wae

fe®—03.02.2024 &I 3.00 qul
JORTES SrEferer sifier, wae
3ae, AHTAYN |
feTip—00.02.2024 ®F 12:00
ol HURTEA H T S
(g0), was1 Fafor @, fREr,
ged] |

2. District Child Protection Unit-VIIl (South-East) Kasturba Niketan Complex, Lajpat Nagar-11,
New Delhi-110024, Ph. No.: 011-20887340, Email: southeastdecpu8@gmail.com

Director
Women & Child Development

Please give information to CHILDLINE 1098 about children who need care and protection

gfRer A=

(STI-TATE Hl) B
fafer vd w4
fofaer mit
(3IErE TY) B

faTies—25.01.2024 9 15.02.2024

fEaied—11.01.2024 ¥ 01.022024 &I
DI 3:00 ToT AULTET T |

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 300 ST FUNTET TF |

CIVIL MAINTENANCE DIVISION BHEP-I, CHANDERKOTE
Email: xendambhep@gmail.com

== |
N

feigs—02.02.2024 I 200 T faeH—16.02.2024 &1 3:00 g

E-NIT No.: 24 of 2023-24 Dated: 24.01.2024 DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0313/23-24 gifeer fafdr @ SltxIgT SHvigT
For and on behalf of the Managing Director, Jammu and Kashmir Power Development TR g
Corporation, e-tenders from registered PWD/PDC/CPWD contractors are invited for : : . ' feTie—03.02 : [&ie—17.02. :
o i R d Office of Superintending Engineer, Rampur Circle, P.W.D. Rampur R e A | o STRTE |
S. Name of the Work - . @ g = E Letter No. 320/ —Tender R.Cir. /23-24 Dated : 20.01.2024
No. E - é =8 E?E E Ak Short Term Nnt!ce Inwta*uq E-Tender - | fifte & 919 o g w f A
= £ s O S a2 ® | = = = On behalf of the Governor of UP, tender for following work are invited by the Superintending Engineer, Rampur Circle, ,
% « E E -E =® T 218 |o PWD Rampur online on website http:/etender.up.nic.in from registered contractors with UP PWD (as per column no. 8). The PR- 016133 ( BCD ) 2023-24 Hd4 UHSd, E‘Tﬁﬂl—[
marifea2 | E|S bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in = =
=S ZSEBSE |28 |q Clause 4 of the Instructions o Bidders to quaify fo the award of th contract, Bids must be download online fiom 10:00 AM on 91 9§ 99 31 & U@ 8 SUAR, §¢ Whed AR IRIR | AR|
w © = E = = date 01.02.2024 to 03:00 PM on dated 07.02.2024 and the technical bids will be opened online date 07.02.2024 at 03:30 PM in
5 3 7 == E = "'-"'? Office of Superintending Engineer Rampur Circle PWD Rampur and Financial bids of the qualified bidders will be opened on date
& time as notified.
1 |Repair/Reconstruction of seftled|488.00| Rs. 9.76 | 90 | ‘A 2. Details of the works are following:
crown of TRT Stage-l inside Collection 2000 days ] Name of Work Estmaled | Bid | Cost | Time | Category | Address | Addr | Addr
Gallery, including treatment to detached k- {'I;.fln wr?r et c;fwm sy | Eona | & |
shotcrete, shootout rock bolts and other ® Lakhs) | Lakhs) | ment | etion | rclighle | e | Supe | Chief
allied works ° 5 i n";;;“g £ _
1. Scope of the works mentioned above is defined in the Tender Document/BoQ of the i E_g ERRNEIL I?:IHHI HaT HHsd, HIMTeIYR
work. Minimum requisite eligibility and the terms & conditions applicable for each % wsda /gl g0 fAfasr gl # SgeR d9wge @ www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in W
work are also laid down in the Tender Document. 1|2 3 4 5 6 | 7 B 9 | 10 | 11 S0—TIfaaT =0T JI-T AEAT—09 / 2023—24
2. The Tender Document for the works mentioned above can be downloaded from Renewal with BC of Behsuma 3 SBD Based
) i i 3 i i i 1 Chandpur Thakurdwara Jaspurroad | 340.00 19.00 _ T _ _ ,
gftﬁﬂc;%re ng‘ ﬂt;:;g éJG&II‘(i Eti]:emmem www. jktenders.gov.in and the official website b TH 0} o 0201 5 E % _ L f i o e o . |
Renewal with BC of Suawala -E E 8 E 2. THfasr sz &1 fafer — {&7I%—25.01.2024
3. The tendering process shall proceed as per the following Schedule of Events: ? Surtannagar foed km 1 10 18(350) 41600 | 2280 | § | § | 3 s R
$: o, =vant Dste § Thne Renewal with BC of Chidiyapur $ |28 ¢ | T 3 W 39, FTeTg |
1. |Tender publish date on www.jktenders. [25.01.2024 at 09.00 AM 3 | | Samipur NH-34 Nehar Sevaroadkm | 36000 | 2000 | 2 28| & g |5|s (11) Revid—22.02.2024 @1 3:00 &1 IURIET & HfeN(z0),
gov.in and www.jkspdc.nic.in 1 to 20(100) 2 3 ’ % £ E o= Pt R, faem gesn |
2. |Bid document download start date 25.01.2024 at 09.00 AM i | [ viEe ufdrﬁ;am:&rgggﬁa e & . S | 2|2 4. ;ﬁ,;m s (Sreete w) @ | ; P
3  |Bid uploading start date 25.01.2024 at 09.00 AM Cee S Fe i : ~ g |1° |2 % |alg Jq ¥Ha i~ fefe—00.02.2024 & 01.03.2024 Y 3:00 &St IFUTET T% |
oo bis maeﬁgng 01.02.2024 at 03.00 PM 5 o) : 2%8) 2 | 2|3 5. IRy oy (arens ) AR
5 |Bid uploading end date 14.02.2024 at 11.00 AM || Corelotimbuclindomo” | g | g | 8 < 8 & |g| ladiid 'y - e TTREE QR 2 R AS] SR
6 |Opening of the Technical Bids 15.02.2024 at 11.00 AM — 2 1B i |58 18 St A e - sy bk ol
7 |Opening of the Financial Bids aftar fhe aualuatian of technical bids O o e e e 3 | & S 3| 3 ?' o R e 3 N eI e gy )
4. An cﬂp'gen?i m/modification to Tender Document shall be available on e-tendering EﬁutmgﬁﬂHéﬁ:,ﬁim {é g B S i A N OYVPRERROE . ERERR L. )
. Y COTTI U ITcatl r u Vdl € 3 I : i ; o 35 @ O ) g 9. Pfrer duar & B — 120 f2 e
portal of J&K Government www.jktenders.gov.in and JKPDC official website . %ﬁ%ﬂénﬁmﬁgﬁﬁgf' | % | m (BR Es | B | F E Sl g il 1
www. jkspdc.nic.in. The Applicants are advised to visit these sites before deadline for 6(300), 7(850), 10(850), 11(700), : | B 5| & §= 5 ST b "
submission of bids. 12(250), 13, 14(800) § 5 ;g ® . S — CARIE see &) | R Ry & g “N
5. Price bids/Financial Bids of only technically qualified bidders shall be opened. E:ﬁ:ﬁ;“éf:ﬁ;;:fﬂ:ﬁg;};ﬂ 2 (2 | & S %0 (e #) | A meRm e o
6. Pre-bid meeting shall be held in the office of Chief Engineer (Civil) BHEP Chanderkote || saspur road km 2(600), 3(650), 4. 5400 ( 470 | ™ (© | ° 1 - : . - z
at above mentioned date and time. 5(300), 5(200), 6, 7, 8(400), 9(800) ; = -
7. JKPDC reserves the right to reject the e-NIT or any subsequent bids without assigning » The Rate adopted in the BOQ are including all other taxes but excluding GST. [ Wﬂ“\‘3$ o ¥ 600 EnaT B eproc2 bihat. gov.in
any reason therafnf and ﬁ!:jall not be bound to accept the lowest or any other Bid or to » Tl:!;vi Bid Security and tender cost should be deposited online through Net Banking as per Column 5 & 6 in the Sifea<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>