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min nHStan mimes MONDAY, FEBRUARP‘;I"E;g, EE}L;J

Directorate of Urban Local Bodies, Jammu N WESTERN RAILWAY Hinkustan Zimes

Panama Chowk, Narwal Road, Adjoining Architect Organization (Near Canal)

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE PACE  PACENEWS | HintmstanTimes MEDIA MARKETING INITIATIVE

Email: dibjammu@gmail.com; Phone: 0191-2470050 (SURVEY & CONSTRUCTION)

httos://iktenders. aov.in Dy. Chief I_Enginear (Const.), North- u ;3
— . T benalt o the Prescient of Incie, Invies o | L/) Tagore International School, East of Kailash, |Rainbow English School
1. Director, Directorate of Urban Local Bodies, Jammu (DULBJ) invites online bids for the following works: Terdes under Two, packet E}Etﬁm = CAHTNERS IS Bld F rew “ t ﬂ‘l Cl f2024 S ﬂI‘klES at Allllllﬂl
NIT Name of Project/Work(s) Availability of Tender |Last Date &| Bid Cost of the following works:- 1 Tender No. : INEGUGATION 5 Farcewe 0 ¢ ass o P Flll'lCﬁﬂIl
Reference online for downloading| Time for |Security/|Document/ NWR-SC-BKN-17-2023-24 2 Name of
No. on-line |(Earnest| Tender the work with its location : Supplying Tagore International School, East of Kailash,
o | i gav | send off to the graduating cl
Submission| Money) | Fee (Rs.) and stacking 65 MM gauge stone gave a cer lenmma send oft 1o I: e graduating class
of Bids | (Rs.) ballast machine crushed (Hard Stone) uf 2024 with a formal graduation ceremony and
DULBJ/  |Request for proposal for Rate Contract|13.02.2024[07.03.2024(07.03.2024 | NA NA EIEEI:-"HEE E; %Eﬂg.ﬂg‘:ﬁ‘—iﬁﬂg farewell party in the school premises. The Chief
EE;?SQ Ig;tgﬂgﬁfigﬂgﬂ?g rﬁ?sﬁs?gg;égr g;lﬂﬁ;gt 1600 Hrs. | 1500 Hrs. | 1500 Hrs. Yards between KM: 69.680 to KM: Guest for the occasion was Dr. Indu Prakash
; 101.800 of Manheru- Bawanikh : s sl Anbndes ot noenieii:
Dated: [Waste Shredder of 5 TPD in 36 ULBS of section & KN: 36.800 to KM:- 49.00 of Sl o human 1;]3}1_"", dferﬁ'?d‘f”f* i ‘fll;llg;”
13.02.2024| Jammu Division Rohtak- Bhiwani_section (Including activist, pt::u_et, _dut or, a er_nmlhh and a
2. For downloading the RFP and details such as important dates, detailed scope of work, qualifications and Bhiwani_City, Manheru, Bhiwani_and speaker. Citations honouring each student were
eligibility criteria, visit website https://iktenders.gov.in. aﬂ_ig@mk]:‘era s_tatti_nns‘.i 'tfmf Mikhaﬂﬂr read out to the audience comprising of parents, il P T
3. Pre-{;idh:neeting is schedule online on 22.02.2024 at 11.00 AM through link: hiips://meet.google.com/eru- ﬁ':f;:i:h—fﬁ"":’;fﬂﬁ‘faﬁ--—ﬁgfaﬁ!:—' fﬂr?!“ieﬁ Hnﬂ lﬂwhfr;;' Chif:fq(]ufzﬂ[ mmilm]md the e tudonie ol Clace K1 Hid
UXmi-siv 5 2Nts ¢ y us singuls ; : ; : 1 i Y et
| DS e | it ol e hem s o ety 1 s wiimotasina | Bekbow Bugl Bkeek 03
No.: DULBJ/2024/6524 Date: 13.02.2024 Director Bid Security (Earnest Money) to be A i e ; ‘ 2 farewell ceremony. In a happy PUEL-UCI Celcid ied. 1N
DIP-J-5411-P-23 Urban Local Bodies, Jammu deposited : Rs 8,48,500.00 5. Date for to meet them. The Principal, Mallika Preman in 2tmosphere. the outeoine bateh | &rand Annual Function, Arcadia:
submission of e-Tender : On 11.03.2024 her address encouraged the students and inspired ~ #'MOSPHEIE, The OULEOINE DACR | {5y veiling the Ethos of
ﬁiﬁﬁmﬂgﬁﬂnf'Ehsuz'wffﬂlnad"i them to realise their self-worth and face life C{fm_[}ﬂmd for C“""’F’Wd titles. Happiness, with great enthusiasm
can be seen & filled up. : www.ireps. C{Jﬂfidﬂﬂ“}" with the Hil‘Ength of E{U{}d values. The Dl"h"_](ﬂ Kaur Mavi and Shahzaan al Tﬂ]kﬂlﬂ?ﬂ E.;tﬂ(!ill['ll MHI']}"
gov.in 7 Official email address: valedictorians in their farewell speeches paid Anwar were given the titles, Ms. | eminent dignitaries were present
*:_T::Sf:‘::ﬁ:'ﬁﬁ%“::ﬂ;;:: ::i:-;'Trl::: tribute to the school reminiscing about their TIS and Mr. TIS 2024, at the annual day celebration to
Bid Security (Earnest Money) shall be journey in their Alma Mater, Later that evening respectively. %i;‘i I}E}Eﬂ{;{uﬂl’;bﬁ?&g‘f}} E?ﬁﬂm
deposited in cash through e- payment . = i~ i :
gateway or submitted as Bank Guarantee A Winter Carnival was held . . Education, West- B, Delhi, was
UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR bond frc-m a Et:hedulgd mn?mercial bank at SRDAV P“blic SChOﬂl Bal ]?h_arat‘l PUbllC SChﬂﬂlF the chief gHuest of this j(}}“{)u:-'i
OFFICE THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD (R&B) DIVISION GANDHI NAGAR Ef India 'i‘;' a,?hmeb“;'ﬂl?ﬂ in 2’;:‘?555 ’ Rohini Hosts Spectacular occasion. Amit Khanna, World
e-mail: xenpwddivgandhinagar@gmail.com i el R O Dayanand Vlhar Winter Cariival Athlete, Wan Yong Lee, the
SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER CAO/Construction, North Western LAY B enthusiastic Tackwando
Short e-NIT No. DGN/72 of 2023-24 Dated 15.02.2024 tontc A iy <15 8 ‘_@ || Bal Bharati Public School, Rohini | [nstructor, and Rohtash
ort e- 0. 0 2 aie Uc. be considered. 217-DG/24 g A SR _ ) o 8 Choudhary, the push --up man of
For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Executive Engineer, | organized Winter Carnival on the school | gp.va¢ graced the magical
PWD (R&B) Division Gandhi Nagar invite Expression of Interest (EO!) from the Empanelled Architects including _ premises. The theme of the carnival was | avenine with their benion
structural consultants vide Chief Engineer, PW (R&B) Department, Jammu's order No. CEJ/T/14091-14116 dated Kaushal Utsav, A Skill Fest pI'EHEI]gE Mahant Om éiri
24.12.2013 for the below mention work. Extravaganza. The Cavalcade showcased | Maharaj, Pandit Suresh Sharma,
S. Particular Costof | Tender fee | Earnest | Time of NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY India's folk dances and culture. It and Swami Amar Dev blessed
e, E;"?ﬂ“:f:"ﬁ“ % N::n;v Lapisnon OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE fabricated its own uniqueness through everyone with their spiritual
T {Providing Structural and Architectural Consulangy] 7,00 500~ | 74000/ | 30 Days (SURVEY & CONSTRUCTION) i || the Meena Bazaar- a shopping arcade, | enlightenment. Students
for Construction of New Building NSCAV at Govt. Dy. Chief Engineer (Const.), North- Thﬂ Wm’iﬂl Cmnnal EUPhﬂ“ﬂ L. ﬂhﬂ]d camel ride and other adventurous rides, beautitully pr&sen_u:gl thﬁjmll_ﬂ}i}'
Girls Higher Secondary School Shastri Nagar Jammu Western Railway, Bikaner for and on at SRDAYV Public School, Dayanand innovative games' stalls, multi cuisine of our school deglctmg the vision
(inclusive of soil investigation and vetting of the ﬁ:ﬁggfﬁi;mﬁf "éiizf'iﬁéﬁs% Vihar transformed the Nursery Wing food stalls, scintillating stage show, m_ qm f“:hfml ‘:h“"'_]f“a" Dr. L.R.
design from any competent authority as IIT/NIT/DIQC e lowis Wirkes 4 Tander No:- into a lively hub of festivities. The dance floor and many other events like Kashyap and the triumph and
Jammu) NWR-SC-BKN-18-2023-24 2 Name of carnival was a fun packed experience Babv Show. Bhoot Banela. Kaun growth of our institution. The
Position of AAA . Accorded by Project Director Samagra Shiksha, J&K vide No. 06-CHIRAG of 2024 the work with its location : Laying and stimulatine eames. music. DIY corners. S i B8 A mesmerizing performance of the
dated 05.01.2024 linking of Broad gauge main line, loop The thiillins DIV toists lilke pottery, Banega L'Ll{..,kp.:l.[l._ Flash Mob, famous epic drama ‘Ramkatha’
The bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of Quantities set of terms and ::fjﬁ'":gf;‘;ﬁ%i%icﬁfgﬁ salraine hﬂﬁ]ﬁ, paper plate crafts and Razzmalzizg and Vogue that 5111}7‘“5{]_ left the audience spellbound. The
E;md:tl;m;s I{}f quntratgt anfj other details can be viewed/downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in as per track. transpartation of P- way brain gym activities were a huge hit and many guests. _S.ludems along with their Annuu_] !{Epﬂn of tl}ﬂ school |
e schedule given below: materials_and other ancillary works surely added to the excitement. There families and friends thronged to bask and | comprising the achievements of
1 _|Date of Issue of Tender Notice 15.02.2024 from_(Including) Km_ 69.680 to Km were various game stalls and a reading revel in the winter sunshine outdoors. the students, was presented by
2_|Period of downloading of bidding documents [From 15.02.2024 to 26.02.2024, 1800 Hrs . . :gl.?f,? ;f::j;nénﬁh;i: h:;nnhnaz; corner that attracted tiny tots. The event | Nikhil Channa, President, CES and Principal Sourabh Raj Kashyap.
5" [Date.Time and place ofpre-id meetng [21.02:2024 at 1300 s i the Office of Bxecuive Engireet Roniok - Biiwar secton ncludingl | was in syne with the Balvatika model as | Chairman, BBPS, Rohini; Harsh Kumar, | The students received awards for
{H&w) aah, Manheru, Bhiwani & Bawani Khera) in delineated in the NEP 2020 with a focus | Secretary. BBPS, Rohini and other their excellence in academics and
Complex Rail Head Complex Jammy connection with Manheru- Bawani - : itive: affective. . Child E ; co-curricular activities. The
7 181 submission Start Date 15.02.2024 e sl B el pati on developing cognitive, affective, and | dignitaries of the Child Education o e
5_|Bid Submission End Date 26.02.2024 upto 1800 Hrs section Doubling Project. 3.Approx. psychomotor abilities and also early Society had graced the occasion, They | dignitaries lauded the eftorts of
6 |Date & time of opening of Technical (Online) |27.02.2024 on or after 1300 Hrs in the Office of Executive cost of the work : Rs 13,73,80,389.66 4. literacy and numeracy in foundational also appreciated the efforts of the the students _{md H ‘llf"‘?‘,q the |
Engineer PWD (R&B) Division Gandhi Nagar, Lok Nirman Bld Security '[E“"“Ega* Mﬂ““& to ft"'e years. The gala event also marked the Principal, Geeta Gangwani, staff and school for its accomplishments.
Bhawan Rail Head Complex Jammu :ﬁﬁ'it:gi'ﬂiﬁ %?E*E?gfgdir e s school's vision towards sustainable cbdante sn- maliine g evat of Bi-and School Chairman Dr. J.R.
7 |Date & time of opening of Financial Bids|To be notified after technical bid evaluation 14.03.2024 upto 15.00 hrs 6. Details and practices by spreading awareness for “ alio H‘m_,m d‘a;uc [‘i% ‘ ) Kashyap, through his speech
Online) particulars of website where e-tender using cloth bags for shopping. Parent s i _ urged the parents to spend some
od/- can be seen & filled up. : WW"-'H'J'FEDE. "-"Ihl.lﬂr Prﬂbhat RHI]JF.’IH. Sflgn{:e E- e ring {]Uahl}’ lme W][h lht‘:l]’ Will'd:-?.
E::[EL :ﬂhglﬁm'tal gﬁ;ﬁ@;ﬂﬂ;ﬂzﬂﬁ?ﬂ;:‘_’_d:“;; Communicator, Ministry of Science and which is an intrinsic part of
ngﬁagﬂel DiEris'iauEn manual tender will be accepted. 2. The Technology expressed his delight over parenting. Dr. Rajveer Singh
DIP-J-15112-3 Gandhi Nagar Bid Security (Eamest Money) shall be the event. Vinita Kapoor, Principal shared his views on Parenting
gmgﬂ i; gfnﬁi:eéhafguaﬂgn;éﬁaﬂ;”&"; extended her felicitations to organizers, and |'~‘:d El1]P11!EE:; on the -
rsu aa 3 SRR o T importance of Education. The
ond fhon sachadtad samrrantil Eark vcﬂun}Lu_ S, dljd ﬂntiu.mdhnc_. de.llLl!}d:]‘llh b::-]::ftiful e
- of India-or a8 mentoned o e fandes fmdblmflng together I,heb'»iwmm carnival pritnr::ipﬂ Er‘ﬂgf;ﬁiﬁg o
- - A documents. The bank guarantee bond and making 1t a memorable event, ¢ SAL, ;
P rayag raj N ag ar N Ig am aﬁ% E{:':Tg?c be tissu;d in rzaw:ﬁr ::: Ff. & weaving together the threads of fun, thunkj and extending his warm i
e T = : . WA onstruction, MNOF estarn - ity ¢ HOns nerienti: regards to everyone present at the
1, Sarojini Naidu Marg, Prayagraj-211001, Uttar Pradesh Nl Rallway Jeiur ofherwise tender will not community connections, and experiential Ao P fuﬁutml?
be considered. 218-DG/24 learning. ' Y
NIT NO 1122 ENV/2024 DATE 17/02/2024 Plecoa ok s 003 (5) NWRlways (E) NWRaivern. Scan the code for all the latest updates I:{]@ hlndﬂstantrmes €) htTweets & www hindustantimes.com
E-TENDER NOTICE, 2nd Time
This is to inform to all prospective bidders having the required gualification mentioned in the RFP NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
document that Municipal Corporation Prayagraj invites E-Tender for Construction of SLF in Solid g - GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
. . urvey & Construction A-
waste Processing Plant Baswar Prayagraj. { E-I!EI"I der Notice ] DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
1 | Tender Document Fee Z12,000/-(non-refundable), RTGS only Forand on behalf of the president of India, MAKE YOUR . OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
; : ; 1 : Dy. Chief Engineer/Const.-l1l, North DEO IRRIGATION PROJECT, KARANJIA
(Refundable Through FDR, CDR, BG, RTGS only) Eniﬁhgﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁ“ﬁe?ﬁﬁﬂ;ﬁrﬁa tf*"; PLAYFUL Tel: 06796-296144, e-mail: cce.dip.dowr@gmail.com
3 | Estimated value of bid X 782.54 Lakhs the following Gk 1 Tentker Mo : ' | "e" Procurement Notice
4 | Account details for EMD/Bid Security | Tender document Fee/EMD/Bid Security Bank details: NWR-SC-NDT-NDTT-NL-T-11 2. Name Gatih the latast soction of Bid Identification No.: 11/CCEDIP of 2023-24
of the work with its location: ' :
& Tender Fee Name of the Bank: INDUSIND BANK Cotidnction of msine sedl Sikier Name of Work As per Detailed Tender Gall Notice
Account No. 100116210062 R TR i AN @ Problematics Tntgl No. of Packages 01(One) No. of Individual work
IFSC CODE: INDB0000124 e SN e IR ppares tlerioh sy W et
: station building, other service eriod of Completion gven) months
5 | Date/Time of Publication of Tender 19.02.2024, 14:00 hrs onwards buildings. platforms, PF_sheiters, Class of Contractor "B & A" Class
circulating area, staff quarters, Road Other Details
document on e-Procurement portal Over Bridges, Road Under Bridges, — . =
6 | LastDate & Time for Submissionof | 01-03-2024 upto 15:00 hrs sy i tra : ﬂ; “ﬂﬁﬁ—l;’é-“itﬂ—* -‘-:—Lﬂ—ﬂ i ;“d Procurement Officer Bk tderifficaton i, | Yalabiity dienderon-ing ©r biding
Tender online. tll:n:zu;;sgr: etc tr;?'lgp{::“?:til-:;nmﬁ% i L
7 | Date & Time of Bid) Bid Opening 01-03-2024, 16:00 hrs onwards Pt-hwav mﬁlterial 'EI:!id car:uriﬁg%aﬂ Chief Construction Engineer, Deo Irigation Projedt, Karanjia | 11/CCEDIP of 2023-24 19%2&0;:1 al upﬂ;;{’:]aﬁiﬂﬂ[;?;h'l
. x other anculary civil wWorks and_ trach 2 a
(Technical Bid) works between Nathdwara (excluding) Further details can be seen from the Govt. web site www.tendersorissa.gov.in.
8 | Period of Completion 6 months. :t?tliﬂ:;it:::;fﬂﬁlﬁt?th 2‘;;::2:3";1 Any addendum/corrigendum/cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said Website.
9 | Contact Details for the queries (ifany) | Environment Engineer, Prayagraj Municipal Corporation Nathdwara Town New Line Project. 3. Chief Construction Engineer, Deo Irrigation Project, Karanjia
10 " i Approximate cost of work : Rs, QIPR - 32337/11/0018/2324
E:::;tﬁ:“:’;raﬂﬁgfg?;":“'“’“m 1,31,09,35,607.58 4. Earnest money to
. +91- be deposited : Rs. 67,04,700.00 (5) Last
For more details, please visit the website at http://www.etender.up.nic.in. LR i i A IERREUS Ula? BIPuRee &0
(Sﬂﬁﬁh KUITIHI") and particulars of website where e- — }
tender can be seen & filled up. : JETIERNUS dHethie SUBH
Chief Enaineer www.ireps. gowvin (7) Office e-malil A icr arflen . faea Ricrur #use (o) 1850 95, deege
_ _ _ g . address : dycec2udz@gmail.com bl g1y +91-135-2653601
9 WOE0 « 1122/9910/2024 f&i® 17.02.2024 Prayagraj Nagar N|gam 214-DG/24 wf AT Feren”
eiTeTER aTeT S/ ARG T SERTETS W BN g
e o @ fou sffigd v 9ome arEdEN) S®eR Wl §7H
o, SaRIEve SHovHoSl0, S09l0TTH0, SOUHOME0 I & fAwET
oildd & 9 1 Afaer st s o 8
1. é—ﬁrﬁm W4T 84/EDCRDDUN/2023-24
@ D | S H A — . 2. 3—fAfaqT WeEaT 85/EDCRDDUN/2023-24
3. guﬁrﬁm HET 86/EDCRDDUN/2023-24
NEW OPPORTUNITIES ) —fif3eT WA 87/EDCRDDUN/2023-24
isﬂ 9001 & 14001 Corporation E‘EF?I?IH fAfderell @ sfde SHEN! B 999Ee www.uktenders.gov.in
=3 wen - 46 /5y w0 /Rlig—itera Toa-av-ama / 2022-23 [4A1d 06 HYad, 2024 bk é??;% —_ ik . s
Commerce and Transport Department - Pifirr " g 24x7 SierEge YA e www.upcl.org TR S
P P s W a i 414 / RoRodomodo /sumifa Bs: 17 /02 / 2024 arfteror sifdRmear
File No.HO/P&C/T&E-E-1924/01/2022 Dt. 17.02.2024 =31 e TakteTad 4 Rifberel /der @ R Rl 8 amevsaat 3 g fea 9 fawell a9 €I'dl W1 10 1800—419—0405
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (P&C), IDCO, IDCO TOWER, qfit &g R a8 2000-21 4 2 T R T e W @ 9@ 8 i o 202425
BHUBANESWAR 1§ e e iﬁﬁg A R § ﬁ%ﬁ il @l i\ ‘ﬁq;g @ IERRAYS UiaR SR ffo
S glﬂﬂl ST T IRSIERNED Hfgme T @ 3 T aitfery ;}ltﬂhﬁ (Scoermus SR 1 IWEH
= 2 s : i . , A : _ g Bl wmrafera anfleror sifEaean, Re=or svss, SuigaEt
Bid Identification No.P&C/EST-E/202 /2023-24 ferite @t & W &g T oF e {60 9 &g Pfterl et /wifma Sea e T ¥ Mealt delinctpred s il o
, = faga faarvr Aved, Soiyam, STREVS gAY HRURE folo, @ 3l
NOTICE INVITING TENDER UNDER HH e gries ufdr | fafaer 1 R AT sl ) Wi 2 |
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDING THROUGH e-Procurement P == : —— i ﬁﬁ—ﬁﬁﬁgﬁm
01 | aimsfeq) @T{f:’r'f 1.00,000.00 ' | 1 42 /' TdoTd0H0HYI0 / 2023—24
AlovEedio
1. Name of the Work : Development, Operation and Maintenance of Green Field , — P ? 43 / faofdoro® 0 / 202324
Sri Jagannath International Airport on PPP mode near Sipasarubali, 02 | AfePer TE B MY 100,000.00 ﬁfﬂqﬂﬁﬂ 3 44 / faofowo®vio / 202324
Puri District, Odisha for Phase-l (4.6 million mppa capacity) e 4 45 / fAofdoHo®mvio / 2023—24
03 aﬁﬁﬁﬁ i’lﬂﬁlﬁ ﬁ?T aﬂEH | 50.002.00 Eﬂﬂm[:ﬂﬂ 5 45Xﬁ|‘0ﬁ'ﬂ::|'ﬂq?ﬂfﬂ(/2[123_24
2. Value of the Work : 2203,00,00,000 (Rupees Two Thousand Two Hundred and Three : 5 47 / Fofom0® 10 / 202324
Crore), mclu:swe of IDC, inflation and GST for Phase-l (4.6 million 04wy gl @) sl /B | 10.000.00 ﬁﬂﬁg?{};; : = ey
mppa capacity) 1 = 000 8 49 / fofdomo®vio / 202324
3. Period of completion : 1095 (One thousand and ninety five) days 05 | FPYCY BRI HIE 1 e 1000000 | g 9 50,/ FaoR0R0@ 0 / 2023—24
4. Availability of tender online for Bidding : e £ 51/ faofaomomvio / 2023—24
. Start Date : 18:00 H f dt. 21.02.2024 * - ~ i 52/ Fofd0w0%TI0 / 202324
. Start Date : 18:00 Hours of dt. 21.02. 01. ST YT F0%0 WHR 3 -0 Tiw etender.up.nicin ¥ RA® 20-02-2024 = 53,/ FaotioHotio /202324
. . L : 5 Y L
II. Pre-bid meeting (VC) at 11.30 AM on 15.03.2024 o 10 999 F 11-03-2024 3 T 0500 99 dF SIS [Fd A1 Gdc & | 13 54 / Rofowo®tio / 2023—24
lll. End date : 17:00 Hours of dt. 20.04.2024. 0237 B (Two Bids) Ea:ﬁ?"T T RRer & arg RRER R 11-03-2024 @) |1 05:00 14 55 / faofdorosvlo / 202324
: i il 7 g7 .21.04. ) ; iein iy =
Y- ‘Opening date i '17;30 Hours of aia3.04.2024 g9 75 fdel Ju3 3% WOR 3 E-2vey Udd etender.up.nic.in 3 suadie 5 o1 wan - :ﬁj: gggﬁjgﬂgi igi i:
Tender details can be seen from the e-procurement portal: www.tendersorissa.gov.in. g | fer® 12-03-2024 B YT 1000 T G foew @hedt SRAfT | 7 58 / F0TI070PT10 / 2023—24
e-procurement portal as well as in IDCO website. - ffar ARw / aeer &34 &1 QU fedR selewed 4 [ika g ﬁﬁ Pifageil @ afte s / 9% 93 29 www.uktenders.gov.in
; N v |
Chief General Manager (P&C), LRIRIEIL e Rl @ 24x7 sifemea T ¥Y www.upelorg TR W
IDCO, Bhubaneswar UP-203723, Dt. 17.02.2024 HedHa Blotal FAR a3 176 / Aofdvsiodptio /Surifer fastien: 17,/02,/2024 srefteror sifdrrear
LAD-: OIPR-04075/11/0002/2324 TepENe T wwW.upgowmic.in s fad q favrell s el W1 50 1800—419—0405
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CELEBRATIONS
PROGRESS &

PROSPERITY
Al UTTAR PRADESH'S

~ NEW IDENTITY

Investment Projects
Worth

LAKH CRORE+
TO BE LAUNCHED

LAKH+

JOB
OPPORTUNITIES

Aligning with  Hon’ble Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi’s resolve to make India a $5 trillion
economy and the world’s third-largest economy,
Uttar Pradesh is steadfastly progressing towards
becoming a $1 trillion economy. With this objective,
investment projects worth 34.28 lakh crore secured
during Investors Summit 2018 have been
successfully implemented in the state. Out of the
MoUs of %40 lakh crore received during UP Global
Investors Summit 2023, Projects worth 10 lakh
crore are being launched by the Hon'ble Prime
Minister today, which will create more than 34 lakh
job opportunities.

On behalf of the 25 crore citizens of the state, we

Welcome & Express our Gratitude

to the Hon'ble Prime Minister for his invaluable
guidance and encouragement in Uttar Pradesh’s
development journey.

-Yogi Adityanath

Chief Minister, Uttar Pradesh

[<5] Information and Public Relations Department, U.P.




Investment Projects
Worth

P4 NEW INDIA'S
GROWTH ENGINE

GRUUND BREAKING JOB

LA CRONE+ CEREMONY @4.0 OPPORTUNITIES

—19 FEB 2024 - LUCKNOW —

Narendra Modi

Prime Minister

. In the august presence of

Anandiben Patel = RajnathSingh | Yogi Adityanath
Governor Minister of Defence ief Mini
tar Pradech e e Chief Minister
ovt. of India Uttar Pradesh
Keshav Prasad Maurya Brajesh Pathak
Deputy Chief Minister, Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister, Uttar Pradesh
Nand Gopal Gupta 'Nandi’ Jaswant Singh Saini
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Viksit Bharat

Modern farming

ensuring empowerment
of farmers

'NAMO Drone Didi’ connects farming with technology:
80% relief on purchase of drone

BJP needs bigger
for India’s benefit: PI

Smriti Kak Ramachandran
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Exhorting the Bhar-
atiya Janata Party (BJP) cadres
to redouble their outreach in
the 100 days leading up to the
Lok Sabha polls, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday said
that retaining power was not an
end goal for personal glory but
for securing the country’s
future.

A third consecutive win for
the party, the PM said, is imper-
ative for the country's develop-
ment by 2047, for keeping ter-
rorism, corruption and inflation
at bay, and for uninterrupted
infrastructure development and
economic growth.

"l am not someone who lives
for his own happiness. I am
advocating for a third term for
the BJP not for political gains,
but for the benefit of India,” he
said in his address on the con-
cluding day of the party’s
national council meeting at
Bharat Mandapam in Delhi.

The PM, who frequently
attacks the Opposition for fos-
tering dynastic politics and kin-
ship over merit, sought to bur-
nish his credentials as a leader
committed to the country and
its people.

“My efforts are dedicated to
the people of India. The dreams
of Indians are my commit-
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Shahand BJP president JP Nadda in Delhi on Sunday.

New ‘kaalchakra’ has
begun: BJP resolution

SHAH LIKENS 2024
ELECTIONS TO THE
MAHABHARATA

NEW DELHI: Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah on Sunday likened
the upcoming general elections
to the battle of Mahabharata,
and said people will have to
choose between the "Kauravas’,
represented by the Congress-led
INDIA bloc, and the “Pandavas”,
represented by the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA). 5P

Smriti Kak Ramachandran
letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The construction of
the Ram Temple in Ayodhyais a
“historic and glorious achieve-
ment” for the country that heralds
the establishment of “Ram Rajya”
in India for the next 1,000 years
with the beginning ofa new “kaal-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with defence minister Rajnath Singh, Union home minister Amit

ANI

chakra” [cycle of time], a resolu-
tion passed by the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) during its national
convention on Sunday said.

The idea of “Ram Rajya” was
also in the “heart of Mahatma
Gandhi” who used to call it the
“idea of democracy”, the resolu-
tion moved by party chief JP
Nadda said. -Pg

EAM JAISHANKAR
MEETS WANG YI
AMID FRICTION
IN CHINA TIES

BEUJING/MUNICH: External
affairs minister S Jaishankar and
his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi
met briefly in Germany on the
sidelines of the Munich Security
Conference, their first meeting in
over six months, people familiar
with the matter said on Sunday.

Video footage from the
Munich Security Conference
showed Jaishankar and Wang
having a brief chat on the side-
lines of the event attended by top
diplomats from across the
world. However, there has been
no official word on their discus-
sion from both capitals.

This was the first meeting
between the two leaders in over
six months. The India-China
relations have remained frozen
since May 2020. +P10

KAMAL NATH KEEPS
SPECULATION ALIVE,
SON MAY JOIN BJP
WITH MLAs TODAY

NEW DELHI: Speculation contin-
ued on Sunday over senior Con-
egressman Kamal Nath and his
son Nakul Nath's plans to leave
the party, with both leaders not
quelling rumours of a possible
switch to the BJP. Several loyal-
ists of the father and son reached
Delhi on Sunday and party func-
tionaries aware of the develop-
ments said Nakul alone, and not
Kamal Nath, could join the BJP
on Monday along with MLAs
from his camp. P9

Shah Stadium in Rajkot on Sunday.

Jaiswal, bowlers deliver
arecord 434-run victory

Rasesh Mandani

letters @hindustantimes.com

RAJKOT: India crushed England
by 434 in four days to register
their biggest Test victory by
runs on Sunday, taking a 2-1
series lead. Their second win in
a row followed another
resounding counter to the visi-
tors’ Bazball approach of all-out
aggression.

The brightest young star in
India’s batting transition,
Yashasvi Jaiswal, buried
England with another sensa-
tional innings before the sea-
soned Ravindra Jadeja captured

THE VICTORY WAS
INDIA’S BIGGEST
EVER IN'TERMS OF
RUNS, ECLIPSING
THEIR 372-RUN
WIN OVER NEW
ZEALAND IN 2021

five wickets to rout England for
122 in their second innings in
just over a session, the all-
rounder claiming the Player-of-
the-Match award on his home
ground after scoring a first-in-
nings 112.

AFP

The 22-year-old Jaiswal,
whose career graph has zoomed
since his debut in the Caribbean
last summer, smashed his sec-
ond consecutive double century
to remain 214 not out, after hit-
ting a match-winning 209 in the
second Test, in Visakhapatnam.
Skipper Rohit Sharma declared
at 430/4 before the bowlers ran
through the England inningsin
394 overs.

“It's a big victory and a very
good feeling to win a game like
that, especially with such a
young team,” India skipper
Rohit Sharma told reporters.

continuedon=8

Ministers assure farmers but

talks

no breakthrough yet in

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Talks between a
delegation of Union ministers
and senior farm leaders contin-
ued deep into the night on Sun-
day, amid efforts by interlocu-
tors to snap a week-long agita-
tion by cultivators from Punjab
and Haryana, who have madea
raft of demands, including a law
on minimum support prices
(MSP).

Union ministers Piyush
Goyal, Arjun Munda — who
have been part of all four meet-
ings so far —and Nityanand Rai
met a group of senior farmer
leaders, including Punjab Kisan
Mazdoor Sangharsh Committee
general secretary Sarvan Singh
Pandher and Bhartiya Kisan
Union (Ekta Sidhupur) chief
Jagjit Singh Dallewal in Chandi-
garh. Sunday’s negotiations also
included Punjab chief minister
Bhagwant Mann.

The previous rounds of talks,
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Farmers with their tractors and trolleys at the Punjab-Haryana
Shambhu Border, in Patialadistrict, on Sunday. PTI

on February 8, 12 and 15, all
ended in deadlocks over similar
sticking points.

The farmers have also
demanded debt waivers,
employment for relatives of
people killed during the cultiva-
tors protest in Delhi between
November 2020 and December
2021, compensation for farmers

injured in the Lakhimpur Kheri
violence in 2021, and the with-
drawal of cases registered

against protesting cultivators.
Thousands of farmers have
camped at the Punjab-Haryana
border since Monday and tried
to ram through dense layers of
police barricading and head
continued on =11

U.N. COURT SET TO
HOLD HEARING ON
ISRAEL'S ACTIONS

THE HAGUE: The UN's top court
will from Monday hold hearings
on the legal consequences of
Israel’s occupation of Palestin-
ian territories since 1967, with
an unprecedented 52 countries
expected to give evidence.

Nations including the United
States, Russia, and China will
address judges in a week-long
session at the Peace Palace in
The Hague, seat of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ).

In December 2022, the UN
General Assembly asked the ICJ
for a non-binding “advisory
opinion” on the “legal conse-
qguences arising from the poli-
cies and practices of Israel in
the Occupied Palestinian Terri-
tory, including East Jerusalem”,

The hearing comes amid
Israel’s offensive in the Gaza
Strip against the Hamas mili-
tant group. P2

India, EU to begin
7th round of FTA
discussions today

Rajeev Jayaswal
and Rezaul H Laskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India and the Euro-
pean Union (EU) will launch the
seventh round of negotiations ona
free trade agreement (FTA) in New
Delhi on Monday, along with talks
on an investment protection
agreement (IPA)and a pact on geo-
graphical indications (GIs).

This round of talks is expected
to last five days, three officials
aware of the development said on
condition of anonymity.

The sixth round of negotiations,
held in Brussels, concluded on
October 27, 2023. The previous
round covered policy areas related

to goods and government procure-
ment offers, and the seventh
round is expected to include servi-
ces and investment, one of the offi-
cials said.

The sixthround also focused on
accelerating work on the text pre-
sented by the two sides and some
progress was made on technical
matters, a second official said.

The two sides have already held
“substantial” discussions on mat-
ters related to goods and public
procurements in previous rounds,
the third official said. “The two
sides were engaged constructively
in the last three to four months to
iron out differences and prepare
the ground for the seventh round,”
he said. P11
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Supporters of Pakistan’sjailed former prime minister Imran Khan'’s party clashed with police on
Sunday as they staged protests across various cities in the country, including Peshawar (above),

against alleged rigging of the results of the general elections held on February8.  spn

REUTERS

Chd mayor quits ahead of SC hearing

Hillary Victor

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Three Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) Chandigarh
councillors joined the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and Manoj
Kumar Sonkar quit as the
mayor on Sunday, a day before
the Supreme Court is scheduled
to resume its hearing on a peti-

tion alleging tampering of votes
in the mayoral election last
month.

The AAP councillors’ switch
to the BJP is set to give the latter
the numerical edge in the event
of a fresh election. In a House of
35 (and one MP, the BJP’s Kir-
ron Kher, as ex-officio mem-
ber), a party needs 19 votes to
win the poll.

“AAP councillors Neha Musa-
vat and Poonam Sandeep
Kumar joined the BJP and Gur-
charan Singh Kala returned to
the fold on Sunday,” former
Chandigarh BJP chief Arun
Sood said.

The three AAP leaders
switched sides in the presence
of BJP secretary Vinod Tawde at
his residence, Sood added. -p9

Punjab decision was
mutual, no bad blood
with Cong: Kejriwal

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The AAP and the
Congress mutually decided to
contest all 13 Lok Sabha seats in
Punjab on their own, Delhi chief
minister and AAP national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal said on
Sunday, denying that there wasa
rift between the two parties, both
of which are constituents of the
Opposition’s INDIA grouping.

The two parties are also dis-
cussing seat-sharing arrange-
ments for Delhi, which has seven
Lok Sabha segments, Kejriwal
said, underlining that the BJP
will "have it easy” in the absence
of an alliance between the Oppo-
sition parties.

“In Punjab, Congress and AAP
have mutually agreed to contest
the polls separately. Thereis no
hostility over this... We are in
talks with the Congress over an
alliance in Delhi. We are discuss-
ing seat-sharing arrangements.
The BJP will have it easy if there
is no alliance (between AAP and
Congress).”

The Delhi chief minister was
speaking to reporters after a
meeting with Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, who he

Arvind Kejriwal (left) and
Mallikarjun Kharge duringa
meeting on Sunday. ANI

interacted with during a visit to
senior Congress leader and
Supreme Court lawyer Abhishek
Singhvi's residence for lunch.
In a video of the meeting
shared on social media, Kejriwal
could be seen sitting with
Kharge, with the latter saying,
“We are sitting together after the
decision has been taken (Fuisla
hone ke baad hi mil rahe hain)”.
On February 11, while address-
ing arally in Punjab, Kejriwal said
the people of Delhi “will give all
seven Lok Sabha seats to the AAP",
setting political circles abuzz with
speculation that the party would
fight the elections independently
in the Capital as well. P3

{ ERRATIC WEATHER }

Maximum temperature approaches

afternoon.
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Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's tempera-
tures remained on the uptick on
Sunday, with the maximum
touching 29.7°C, the highest so
far this year and five degrees
above normal, showed data
from the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

However, the days are likely
to get cooler between Monday
and Wednesday, said the
weather agency, predicting that
a western disturbance will bring

the Capital rain and push tem-
peratures down significantly.
"A western disturbance is
expected to start impacting
Delhi and the National Capital
Region (NCR) from Monday
evening and there are chances
of a drizzle late at night. Much
of the rain is expected on Tues-
day, with light to moderate
showers likely in Delhi. There is
a possibility of some drizzle on
Wednesday,” said an IMD offi-
cial.
Temperatures in the city have
continued on->8

30°C, could dip this week

Triple-dip La-Nina
altered air quality
last winter: Study

NEW DELHL: The air qual-
ity in Delhi-NCR
improved last winter due
to a rare “triple-dip” La
Nina, that reduced pollu-
tion levels in north India,
but propelled them upin
peninsular parts, a study
has said. P4
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The political black box
that is Maharashtra

By Sreedev Krishnakumar

With 48 Lok Sabha MPs, Maharashtra is the second largest state in
terms of political representation in India. On paper, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) now has a coalition with the two largest regional
parties in the state, namely the Shiv Sena and the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP). Yet politics in the state seems far from settled and the
churn continues. What explains this uncertainty? Here are four charts
that try and answer this question.

1

How important is Maharashtra for the
BJP's national ambition?

In the 2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha elections, it was a big contributor to the seat tally of the BIP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA). In 2014, the NDA won 42 seats from the state, with the BJP and Shiv Sena

04 - accounting for 23 and 18 out of those respectively and the Swabhimani Paksha winning 1 seat. The BIP and
| Shiv Sena repeated their tally in the state in the 2019 parliamentary elections as well, with the alliance
U7 winning 41 seats. This makes Maharashtra the biggest contributor to NDA's tally after Uttar Pradesh.
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BJP has tried, but it cannot win the
state alone

The biggest proof of this came in the 2014
assembly elections, which were held months
after the Lok Sabha polls. Both the NCP and the
Shiv Sena contested on their own in these
elections rather than allying with their

Seat share of Shiv Sena & NCP in

the Maharashtra assembly polls

B Seat share of single largest party

B SHS seat share  MNCP seat share
traditional alliance partners, the Congressand 50

the BIP. While the BJP did finish as the single

largest party with 122 MLAs, it fell short of the 40

half-way mark of 145 in the assembly and had

to get into a post-poll alliance with the Shiv 30

Sena to form a government. For the Congress,

the situation was even more difficult as it was 20
reduced to just 42 MLAs in the assembly, just
one ahead of the NCP. 2014 was the not the 1
first election in Maharashtra which destroyed

i =y - . 0

any one party's ambition to rule the state. No

(In %)

=
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single party has managed to win a majority of
its own in the state since 1990. This is what ﬂNU ING (INC) ~ (NCP) “NC} (BJP) B"P}
respective election Source: TCPD-IED

crucial in Maharashtra's politics.

This is what made the MVA a big worry
for the BJP

The 2019 Maharashtra assembly elections were primarily fought between the BJP-Shiv Sena and
Congress-NCP alliances. However, after the results were declared, the alliance between the Uddhav
Thackeray-led-Shiv Sena and the BJP broke down, with the Sena demanding its own chief minister. What
followed was a grand coalition of Congress-NCP-Shiv Sena, known as the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) which
formed the government with Thackeray as the chief minister. Data from the 2014 assembly elections shows
that the Congress, together with undivided Shiv Sena and NCP. would have electorally been a formidable
force. If the votes received by the three parties in 2014 were added up in each constituency, the
Congress-NCP-Shiv Sena alliance would have won a total of 218 seats, way past the majority mark.
Meanwhile, the BJP would have lost 60 seats it won originally from its tally.

2014 Maharashtra Results if INC-NCP-SHS votes are
assembly poll results added up in each constituency

VBJP = AIMIM B INC-SHS-NCP

B SHS B EBM . BIP
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BNCP MNS B IND

BIND RSPS - AIMIM

" BVA Bsp W PWPI

WPWPI RSPS

Source: TCPD-1ED

But the MVA was anything but a
natural alliance

To be sure, the Congress and NCP are not natural alliance partners of Shiv Sena, considering the latter’s
stark difference in ideology. In fact, the Shiv Sena has historically been anti-Congress, until it broke its
alliance with the BJP and formed the MVA. These ideological splits can also be seen in their performance
in the 2014 assembly elections, when all the four parties contested elections on their own. The largest
number of wins for each of them came against their ideological rivals, i.e. both the Shiv Sena and the BJP
individually won the most number of seats against the Congress and the NCP and vice versa. For
example, of the 41 seats that the NCP won in 2014, 29 came against Shiv Sena (19) and the BIP (10). In the
case of Shiv Sena, out of the 63 seats it won, as many as 34 came against its ideological rivals Congress
(16) and NCP (18). The same trend could be seen for both Congress and the BJP as well.

Seats independently won against each party in the 2014

Maharashtra assembly elections
Parties thatcame second ©'BJP @INC @NCP @SHS @ Others

4

Source: TCPD-IED

What next?

Having dislodged the MVA from power with majority (and now offidally recognised) factions of the NCP and the Shiv
Sena behind it, the BJP would be hoping to enjoy a formidable alliance for its 2024 Lok Sabha and assembly battles.
What remains to be seen is whether the official groups will enjoy the popularity they had or will it still rest with the
founders of these two parties, namely the Thackerays and Sharad Pawar. Had elections to local bodies been
conducted in the state, answering this question would have been easier. Given the fact that that a BJP controlled
state government has been delaying these elections, Maharashtra will continue to be a black box until the Lok Sabha
elections and perhaps even after that.

{ MY INDIA } IN CHURACHANDPUR

Skip worlk, ITLF tells
govemment staffers

{ MY INDIA } ENUMERATION EXERCISE

Jharkhand to carry out caste
survey, announces CM Soren

{ MY INDIA } 'MOLESTED RAPE VICTIM'

\/lagistrate accused
of assault inT rlpura
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A 23-year-old rape survivor in Dhalal dtstrlct of
Tripura has alleged that she was molested and
sexually assaulted by a magistrate inside his
chamber, prompting the district and sessions judge
to form a committee to look into the matter,
according to people aware of the details. In a written
complaint to the Kamalpur Bar Association, which
was later forwarded to the Kamalpur additional
district and sessions judge, the survivor said the
alleged incident took place on February 16 when she
went to the chamber of first class judicial magistrate
to get her statement recorded in connection with her
rape. P9

A prominent Kuki outfit — the Indlgunuus Trlbal
Leaders Forum (ITLF) — has asked Manipur

government employees to refrain from attending
work in Churachandpur district from Monday as it
again pressed for the reinstatement of a suspended
police head constable from the community and the
removal of two top officials. The state government
on Sunday issued an order, calling the ITLF directive
illegal. The order, issued by chief secretary Vineet
Joshi said, that "No Work, No pay’ will be enforced
against those "employees who do not attend their
official duty without authorised leave” HT hasseena
copy of the order. 3P10

Jharkhand chief minister Champai Soren on Sunday announced a
caste survey to enumerate the state’s caste composition, with officials
indicating that the exercise will be held after the Lok Sabha elections in
April-May. With this, Jharkhand will become the fourth state to hold
such a caste-based headcount after Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh and
Bihar. "Jiski jitni sankhya bhari, uski utni hissedari (bigger the

population, bigger the share). Jharkhand is ready,’ Soren said in a post
on X as he shared a news report on the matter. Soren’s principal
secretary Vinay Kumar Choubey also confirmed the survey, saying the
“plan has principally been approved”. 3P9

{ DECADES-LONG CONFLICT }

|C) to start hearing on ‘Israeli occupation’

The United Nations' highest court opens historic hearings on Monday into the legality of Israel’s
57-year occupation of lands sought for a Palestinian state, plunging the 15 international
judges into the heart of the decades-long Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Here's what to know.

ADVISORY SECURITY GROUNDS

Israel is not scheduled to speak during the hearings,

e Anunprecedented 52 countries and three
organisations, including the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation, are expected to give

OPI N IO N evidence in six days of hearings at the Peace Et‘:t:ﬁ:';#"l't’ﬂ:;;m’m“ | TSRS
Palace in The Hague, the seat of the justify the ongoing Y el
International Court of Justice. occupation on security ‘.z ' g
¢ The court will rule "urgently” on the affair, grounds and pointto 4!
ol i B probably by the end of the year. the October 7attack {4 Q ‘e

in which Hamas-led
militants from Gaza
killed 1,200 people

and took 250 hostage.

.| ® The case arrives at the court after the UN

1 General Assembly voted by a wide margin in
December 2022 in favour of a non-binding 1CJ
"advisory opinion” on the "legal consequenc-
es arising from the policies and practices of
Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory”
of the West Bank, Gaza and east Jerusalem.

An Israeli soldier
patrols the street in
Jerusalem.  REUTERS
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PREVIOUS JUDGMENTS

It's not the first time the court has been asked to give
an advisory opinion on Israeli policies or to declare an
occupation illegal. In 2004, the court said that a
separation barrier Israel built through east Jerusalem
and parts of the West Bank was "contrary to intema-
tional law." It also called on Israel to immediately halt
construction. Israel has ignored the ruling.

'VIOLATION OF
INT'L LAW

Palestinian representatives, who
speak first on Monday, will
argue that the Israeli occupation
is illegal because it has violated
three key tenets of international

law. They say that Israel has:
Violated the prohibition

on territorial conquest
by annexing large

gwaths of occupied land,

Violated the Palestini-
ans’ right to self-deter-
mination,

And imposed a system

of racial discrimination
and apartheid.

APalestinian walks past

_I':!;ﬁi;..l o

srae checkpomt in
tBank AFP

IMPACT ON INT'L
JURISPRUDENCE

Experts say the decision, though not legally binding,

- could profoundly impact international jurisprudence,
international aid to Israel and public opinion. The

hearings come as Israel’s offensive has killed at least
28,985 people, including children, devastated much of
Gaza and forced nearly all of its inhabitants from their
homes. The war began after Hamas's October 7 attack.

{ AIRLINES TOLD }

‘Flyers must get baggage

within 30 mins of arrival’

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) in an
order has directed all airlines
to ensure by February 26 that
all passengers get their
check-in baggages back within
30 minutes of arrival, in an
effort to decongest airport ter-
minals.

“Airlines need to ensure that
delivery of last baggage is made
within 30 minutes as per the
Service Quality Requirements
of Operation, Management and
Delivery Agreement,” the civil
aviation ministry said in a
statement on February 16. The
security wing of the ministry
also directed the airlines to
implement required measures
by February 26, it added.

The bureau has been study-
ing the time taken by airlines to
clear passengers from arrival
halls of six major airports since
January, an official said, asking
not to be named. These were
New Delhi, Mumbai, Benga-
luru, Hyderabad, Kolkata and
Chennai. As per rules, the first
baggage should arrive on the
belt within 10 minutes of shut-
ting off the aircraft engine and
the last bag should be on the
belt within 30 minutes.

“The airlines have been
given final warning in the form
of the letter written on Friday.
If an airline continues to delay
the process of delivering bag-
gage, the ministry will be
forced to take action against it,”
the official said.

The bureau has written to
seven airlines — Air India,
Indigo, Akasa, Spicelet, Vis-

The BCAS has been smdymg the time taken b}' alrlmes to clmr

arrivals halls of six major airportssince January.

tara, Air India Express Connect
and Air India Express — direct-
ing them to implement meas-
ures that ensure faster delivery
of baggage. Airport congestion
is a matter of concern at all
major airports in India. The
government has been taking
steps to ease congestion, espe-
cially after December 2022,
when airports like New Delhi
and Mumbai saw a sudden
spike in passenger footfall.
Since then, civil aviation
minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
has been in discussions with
airport operators and airlines
to reduce congestion. Some
measures have been taken,
including increasing the num-
ber of departure gates, intro-
ducing new technologies, such
as Digi Yatra, for faster security
clearances, and deploying more
manpower to handle crowds.

HTPHOTO

Scindia also asked a some loun-
ges and commercial areas to be
taken down to create more
space for passenger movement.

“Space allocations for com-
mercial activities are planned
on the principle of to be ‘on the
way and ‘not in the way to
ensure smooth and natural
flow of passengers,” he said in
December.

“The move to ensure bag-
gage delivery on time will not
only clear the passengers
faster, making space for the
others arriving into the hall,
but will also help in security of
the airport,” a government offi-
cial said, seeking anonymity.
“Since the beginning of the
review exercise, performance
of all airlines are being moni-
tored on a weekly basis and
have improved, but are not as
per the mandates.”

‘Consultation on data
rules will be fruitless
so close to elections’

Aditi Agrawal

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Digital Per-
sonal Data Protection (DPDP)
rules will have a transition
period of six months to a year,
minister of state for electronics
and information technology
(MeitY) Rajeev Chandrasekhar
has said, adding that while they
are ready to be released for con-
sultation, it may not be a fruitful
exercise right now ahead of the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections.

“Today, to put the rules out
before elections, it has no mean-
ing because in two weeks time,
there is going to be nobody in
government who is not going to
be busy with elections,” Chan-
drasekhar told HT

The I'T ministry, since at least
November 2023, has also been
working on amending the Infor-
mation Technology (Intermedi-
ary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021,
to deal with the issue of deep-
fakes. Given the imminent gen-
eral elections, and Chandrase-
khar's statement on January 17
that the deepfake-related
amendments would be notified
in the next seven to 10 days, are
amendments to IT Rules
expected before elections? “No,”
he said. “The advisory (issued by
MeitY to social media platforms
in 2023) clarifies that deepfakes
are nothing but Al (artificial
intelligence)-powered misinfor-
mation. You (platforms) need to
deal with it,” he said.

HT has also learnt that the
MeitY is looking to include lan-
guage related to algorithmic
bias in amendments to the IT
Rules. “That is a conversation

We are never going
to go with an
artificial timeline
for any legislation
that needs to be
future-proof.

RAJEEV
CHANDRASEKHAR,
MoS IT

we have had in the DIA (Digital
India Act) context,” he said.
However, the government could
decide to make these amend-
ments to the IT Rules in the
third term if the new legislation
takes a long time to come, he
said.

The parliamentary standing
committee on communications
and information technology
hauled MeitY up over the delays
in enacting the Digital India Bill
and delay in drafting the rules
under the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2025 — which
despite being notified has not
been enacted yet, But Chan-
drasekhar told HT, "We are
never going to go with an artifi-
cial timeline for any legislation
that needs to be future
proof...We have got the legisla-
tion [DIA] ready... We want to
take this [to the Parliament]
after consultation with a lot of
inputs, as we did for the pre-con-
sultation.”

“The nature of platforms is
becoming much more complex
and diverse... Regulation in the
old sense of regulating through
functionality or regulating
through domain will not work
anymore,” he said.
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Talks continuing over seat

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) and the Congress
mutually decided to contestall 13
Lok Sabha seats in Punjab on
their own, Delhi chief minister
and AAP national convener Arv-
ind Kejriwal said on Sunday,
denying that there was a rift
between the two parties, both of
which are constituents of the
Opposition’s INDIA grouping.

The two parties are also dis-
cussing seat-sharing arrange-
ments for Delhi, which has seven
Lok Sabha segments, Kejriwal
said, underlining that the Bharat-
iya Janata Party (BJP) will “have it
easy” in the absence of an alliance
between the Opposition parties.

The Delhi chief minister was
speaking to reporters on the side-
lines of a meeting with Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
who he interacted with during a
visit to senior Congress leader
and Supreme Court lawyer
Abhishek Singhvi’s residence for
lunch.

Kejriwal was accompanied by
state minister Atishi. Former
Haryana chief minister Bhupin-
der Singh Hooda was also
present.

“In Punjab, Congress and AAP
have mutually agreed to contest
the polls separately. There is no

Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal with Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, senior Congress leader Abhishek Singhvi

and former Haryana CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda.

hostility over this..We are in talks
with the Congress over an alli-
ance in Delhi. We are discussing
seat-sharing arrangements. The
BJP will have it easy if thereis no
alliance (between AAP and Con-
gress).”

When asked about Kejriwal’s
remarks, leaders of the Delhi
units of the BJP and Congress did
not offer a comment.

In a video of the meeting that
was posted on social media, Kejri-
wal could be seen sitting along
Kharge, with the latter saying,
“We are sitting together after the
decision has been taken (Faisla
hone ke baad hi mil rahe hain)”,

On February 11, while address-

HT PHOTO

ing a rally in Punjab, Kejriwal
said the people of Delhi “will give
all seven Lok Sabha seats to the
AAP”, setting political circles
abuzz with speculation that the
party would fight the elections
independently in the Capital as
well.

That statement came a day
after the Punjab chief minister
Bhagwant Mann declared that
AAP would independently com-
pete for all 13 seats in Punjab. In
response, Pratap Singh Bajwa, the
leader of the opposition in Punjab
assembly, expressed gratitude to
Mann, stating that this aligns
with the Congress's preferences.

The AAP on February 13 held a

meeting of its Political Affairs
Committee (PAC), after which
Kejriwal said the party wants to
contest six of Delhi’s seven Lok
Sabha. He added that the AAP
would give one seat to the Con-
gress, based on its recent elect-
oral performances in the Capital.

AAP national general secretary
(organisation) Sandeep Pathak
said that the Congress “does not
deserve to contest even a single
seat in Delhi”, but that the AAP is
ready to offer one Lok Sabha seat
to the grand old party as part of
alliance dharma

After the PAC meeting, the
AAP announced candidates for
two Lok Sabha seats in Gujarat
and one in Goa, and said it wants
to contest 8 of the 26 seats in Guj-
arat, and one of the two seats in
Goa in alliance with Congress,
and blamed the Congress for the
delay in the finalisation of the
seat-sharing talks.

The BJP has held all seven Lok
Sabha seats in Delhi since 2014.

Meanwhile, the AAP has 62
MLAs in the 70-member Delhi
assembly, while the BJP has the
rest and the Congress has none.

However, in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls which the AAP and
the Congress contested sepa-
rately, the Congress stood second
on five seats and the AAP came at
the second spot in two Lok Sabha
seats.

sharmg in De]hl Kej riwal

concern

Hemani Bhandari

hemani.bhandari @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police and
local residents have written to
the sub-divisional magistrate of
Alipur, demanding action
against the illegal factories run-
ning in the area. The demand
came in the backdrop of the
death of 11 people in a devastat-
ing fire on Thursday in a paint
factory in the Nehru Enclave

over illegal units after fire

area of the north Delhi locality.

Local residents on Friday said
they had complained about
many of these industrial units
operating out of the area, but the
authorities did not initiate action
against them. A local resident
alleged that there were about
10-12 alleged illegal manufactur-
ing factories in area.

A senior police officer said,
“We have been apprised of the
situation by the residents of the

area.We have written to the SDM
to take action against the illegal
factoriesin the area.”

The SDM did not respond to
requests seeking comment.

Gaurav Verma, 32, whose
house was damaged as the fire
spread through the area after
drums containing paint and
other chemicals exploded, said
he had written to the police and
SDM on the matter, and has
sought compensation. “I have

also written about the damage
the fire has caused and asked for
compensation,” he said.

A Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion official said, “Action against
industries in the non-conform-
ing area has been taken several
times but new units keep coming
up.”

Delhi chief minister on Friday
said that a full assessment will
be done and compensation will
be given to victims.
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RENEWING OUR PLEDGE TO BE
THE RING OF PROTECTION
FOR EVERY CITIZEN OF DELHI

Police Control Room

#delhlpollceweek2024

PCR plays an important role in
maintaining safety & security at
places like schools, colleges, and

immediate
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Dog squad to curb smuggling
of illicit liquor through Asola

Jasjeev Gandhiok

jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi forest
and wildlife department is
planning to deploy a dog squad
at the Asola Bhatti Wildlife
Sanctuary to check the illicit
smuggling of countrymade
liguor from Haryana to the
Capital, officials aware of the
matter have said.

The department has written
to the eco-task force (ETF) at
the sanctuary to form a pro-
posal to train the canine unit,
officials said, adding that once
the training is complete, the
dogs will be handed over to for-
est guards to help patrol the
boundaries of Asola Bhatti.

ETF comprises personnel
from the 132 Infantry Battalion
of the territorial army, who
have been deployed in the
southern Ridge since 2000 as
part of a project sanctioned by
the Delhi government to revive
and rejuvenate the degraded
Asola and Bhatti areas.

“We have asked ETF to draft
a proposal on the number of
dogs that will be needed to
cover the sanctuary, and the
expected cost. Once the dogs
are trained, they will be handed
over to forest guards on the

THE FOREST
DEPARTMENT

HAS WRITTENTO
THE ECO-TASK
FORCE AT THE
SANCTUARY TO
FORM A PROPOSAL
TO TRAIN THE
CANINE UNIT
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¢ © HT had reported in 2021 that the

smuggling began when liquor

the Covid-19 lockdown

smuggled to south Delhi's
7o

near the boundary of Asola
Wildlife sanctuary
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stores were shut in the wake of

quantitites of illicit liquor were

Sangam Vihar from liguor vends
near Hayana's Anangpur village

% @ The Anangpur village is located

-7 huutlegglng in the sanctuary.

ground,” Delhi’s chief wildlife
warden Suneesh Buxy said,
adding that though instances of
liguor smuggling were on the
decline over the past two years,
a dog squad is being looked at
as a long-term solution to the
problem.

“They will also be trained to
identify narcotics and sniff
them out. Kennels will be cre-
ated within the sanctuary to
keep the dogs there full-time,”
Buxy said.

HT on July 1, 2021 reported

¥t JI.II.\'1 2021 HT‘re;mrt on

that smugglers have created
makeshift dirt tracks cutting
through Asola Bhatti to smug-
gle large quantities of liquor
into Delhi from Haryana, and
have broken a portion of the
sanctuary’s boundary wall,
which was right next to a
liquor store in Haryana.

A second forest official said
liquor is smuggled into Delhi
from Sarang village in Haryana
—located inside the sanctuary
— with bootleggers mostly
travelling at night.

------
'\ i

“The liquor is brought to
Sangam Vihar, as it is located
next to the sanctuary. These
bootleggers mostly travel on
foot. Earlier, they would use
two-wheelers as the sanctuary
walls had openings, which have
since been plugged,” the official
said, on condition of anonym-
ity.

Buxy said the dog squad will
also help protect forest guards
and rangers on the ground —
there have been several instan-
ces in the past where bootleg-

gers attacked forest officials.

The most recent example
was in September 2021, when
four forest guards were
attacked by a group of around
25 bootleggers, resulting in
them sustaining grievous inju-
ries and requiring hospitalisa-
tion, he added.

After the incident, the forest
department had written to the
Delhi Police, seeking assistance
to patrol the sanctuary. How-
ever, no additional manpower
was provided to them.

Bijwasan rail terminal site
is not a forest, rules NG T

HT Correspondent

htreporters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT), has observed
that the land on which the Rail
Land Development Authority
(RLDA) is building the Bijwasan
Rail Terminal station in
Dwarka’s sector 21, is neither a
protected forest nor a deemed
forest, dismissing a plea alleg-
ing trees had been felled on a
‘protected forest’ by the body.

Allowing the project to pro-
ceed, the tribunal in an order on
February 13, however, asked the
project proponent to ensure any
further felling of trees is done
only after seeking permission
from Delhi’s forest and wildlife
department.

RLDA was fined 25.93 crores
by Delhi’s state forest depart-
mentin 2022, after it had found
around 990 trees to be felled at
the site of the station, without
any prior permission. A series
of inspections were conducted
on the site by the forest depart-
ment, following allegations
from local residents that RLDA
was carrying out large scale fell-
ing of trees for the project.

According to officials aware
of the matter, the project will
see an airport-style makeover of
Bijwasan station by 2024. It
includes a new terminal build-
ing spread over an area of
30,400 square metres (sqm), an
air concourse across 12,500sgm
and a circulating road network
of 123,500sqm. The new Bij-
wasan railway station will have
eight platforms. Currently, it
has just two platforms.

Permissions have to be
sought under the Delhi Preser-
vation of Trees Act, 1994, for any
construction work in Delhi. If
the area is found to be a pro-
tected forest, or a deemed for-
est, then further permissions
are required under the Forest
Conservation Act, 2023, too.

Station on track

THE PROJECT RLDA is giving an airport-style makeover to

Bijwasan Rail Terminal station in Dwarka’s Sector 21

THE CASE SO FAR

® In 2022, RLDA was fined ¥5.93 trurefnrfelling
990 trees at the site without permlssmn. -

@ RLDA said it did not seek permission as the
land was barren when it began the project.

@ A plea asked NGT to halt the project because
_trees were felled on forest land.

o But NGT ruled that the Iand is neither a
deemed forest nor a protected forest, and the
project can proceed. However, RLDA must seek
permission before felling any more trees.

NGT was hearing a plea filed
by a Delhi resident RM Asif,
who called for the tribunal to
halt the project and said over
1,000 trees had been felled in
the forest land, which was a vio-
lation of the Forest Conserva-
tion Act.In a submission made
last week, the forest department
had told NGT the area was not a
protected forest, but it may be a
deemed forest, based on the
density of trees.

A deemed forest is not a noti-
fied or a reserve forest and dif-
ferent states have different defi-
nitions. In Delhi, any area over
2.5 acres with over 100 trees per
acre is called a deemed forest.
Similarly, lkm stretches of
roads and drains with the same
density are also deemed forests.
The concept came into exis-
tence following a Supreme
Court order in the TN Godavar-
man case in 1996.

“Counsel for the respondent
(RLDA) has pointed out that
DDA had handed over the pos-
session of about 110.07 hectares
of land to the Railways. He has
also pointed out the plea of the
applicant...that there are 1,100
trees at the subjectland. Hence,
he submits that on calculating
the number of alleged trees
standing on per acre of
land...this land does not fall

ITES TRTESTES S B A s

DEEMED FOREST

A deemed forest is
not a notified ora
reserve forest. In
Delhi, any area over
2.5 acres with over
100 trees per acre,
or km stretches
with same density
is a deemed fnrest

under the category of deemed
forest,” said NGT in its order,
dated February 13, stating the
recently amended Forest Con-
servation Act 2023 also did not
cover deemed forests anymore.

A bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastava said the counsel for
RLDA had also made a categori-
cal statement before the tribu-
nal that all rules will be fol-
lowed at the time of implemen-
tation of the project.

“Hence, we are of the view
that adequate precautions have
already been taken to prevent
illegal felling of trees. Even oth-
erwise, we make it clear that
respondents during the imple-
mentation of the project, will
not cut any tree unauthorizedly
or illegally and will follow all
the environmental norms
including compensatory planta-
tion. That they will carry out the
activity on the subject land only
with due approval and compli-
ance of the conditions imposed
by the environmental authori-
ties,” said the NGT.

Last year, RLDA had said that
it did not seek any permission
as the land was barren when the
project was awarded nine years
ago. RLDA did not respond to
requests for comment on Sun-
day.

{ ELSEVIER JOURNAL STUDY }

“Triple-dip LaNina led to
better winter air in 2023’

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The air quality in the
National Capital Region (NCR)
improved significantly last win-
ter due to a rare weather phe-
nomenon, known as a “triple-
dip” La Nina, that reduced pollu-
tion levels in north India, but
propelled them up in the penin-
sular parts of the country, said a
study released on Sunday.

The triple-dip, or three con-
secutive years of La Nina, deeply
impacted oceans and the climate
across the globe, said the study
titled “Triple dip La-Nina, unor-
thodox circulation and unusual
spin in air quality of India”, pub-
lished in the Elsevier Journal.

A team of scientists led by
Gufran Beig, chair professor of
the National Institute of
Advanced Studies, worked on
the project.

“The winter of 2022-23 coin-
cided with the last phase of an
unusual triple-dip La Nina event,
the first in the 21st century. This
phenomenon, influenced by cli-
mate change, impacted the
large-scale wind pattern, playing
a decisive role in preventing

stagnation conditions in north
Indian cities, thus improving air
quality,” said RH Kripalani, a cli-
mate scientistat the Indian Insti-
tute of Tropical Meteorology and
co-author of the report.

La Nina is a climate phenome-
non in the Pacific Ocean, where
stronger winds push warm
waters towards the west, leaving
behind cooler waters in the east-
ern Pacific. In India, the weather
pattern is associated with a
strong monsoon and above aver-
agerains and colder winters. La
Nina has a cooling influence in
India and brings about unusual
spring and summer dominated
by extreme record-breaking heat
spells.

“The dominance of higher
northerly winds at the transport
level forced an influx, along with
relatively slower winds near the
surface, trapping pollutants in
peninsular India and increasing
PM2.5 concentration,” Kripalani
said.

Conversely, feeble western
disturbances, unigue wind pat-
terns, and the absence of rain,
clouds, and faster ventilation led
to a significant improvement in
air quality in the north,” Kripal-

ani added.

Among the north Indian cit-
ies, Ghaziabad’s air improved
most significantly, with PM2.5
(an ultrafine pollutant) levels
dipping 33%, followed by Rohtak
(30%) and Noida (28%). Delhi’s
air improved by around 10%.

On the contrary, Mumbai
recorded the worst deterioration
with a 30% jump in PM2.5 levels,
followed by other peninsular
Indian cities like Coimbatore
(28%), Bengaluru (20%) and
Chennai (12%), among others.

The scientists used the newly
developed advanced NIAS-Safar
air quality forecasting model,
which combines a chemical-
transport model with an indige-
nously developed modern artifi-
cial intelligence algorithm.

“Our findings are vindicated
as the air quality in the winter of
2023-24, when La Nina ended,
returned to normal levels,” Beig
said.

“The findings of the current
paper suggest that we need to
wake up to the fact that extreme
and unusual occurrences in air
pollution phenomena are
directly or indirectly manifesta-
tions of climate change,” he said.

Delht’s Ist bird census to start from

Jasjeev Gandhiok
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi’s forest and
wildlife department is planning
to create a “bird atlas” for the
Capital, which will have details
of the city’s bird diversity in
terms of species and their distri-
bution across the city. The
department is planning to create
the atlas by the end of the year by
conducting a series of bird cen-
sus, beginning this month-end,
officials aware of the matter said
on Sunday.

A bird atlas helps the states to
look at the change in bird diver-
sity and density over the years. It
also uses maps to help identify
important bird habitats.

A census is planned to be car-
ried out once every three
months, which will provide the
government adequate data on
both resident and migratory
birds across different seasons,
they added. Forest officials said
this will be for the first time that
the department will carry out a
bird census in the city, which
will eventually provide the data
to create Delhi's first bird atlas.

Suneesh Buxy, Delhi’s chief
wildlife warden, said to gather
data and conduct census across

Locations selected

for February census

Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary,
Najafgarh Jheel, entire stretch
of the Yamuna floodplains from
Palla till Okhla, Delhi Zoo,
Bhalswa Lake and 5anjay Lake

-and migratory birds
Forest dept to be

assisted by

Delhi Development Authority's
Biodiversity Parks Programme
and Delhi University students

Other states that have such record

Kerala was India’s first state to get a bird atlas in 2020, maklng use
of over 25,000 checklists to map out the state’s birds. Goa has
recently come up with a one-year bird atlas programme, based on

the Kerala model.

the city, the department will seek
assistance from Delhi Develop-
ment Authority’s (DDA’s) Biodi-
versity Parks Programme and
Delhi University students. A date
to start the first such census is
still being finalised. Birders have
also been approached by the
department to cover different
wetlands and bird-rich areas of
the Capital, he added.

“The plan is to carry out a bird
census every three months,

which will be able to look at the
changes in bird density over dif-
ferent seasons. We will start the
first census of this year in Febru-
ary-end, which will represent the
winter season. The goal is to
track migratory birds too and
the different species that are
reaching the Capital each year,
which will help create a detailed
bird atlas,” Buxy told HT, stating
this will be an annual publica-
tion released by the department.

“We looked at states like Ker-
ala and Goa, which have their
own bird atlas,” he said.

So far, the department has
shortlisted over 10 locations at
the moment for the February
census, with more to be added,
depending on the number of vol-
unteers, it said. These include
Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary,
Najafgarh Jheel, entire stretch of
the Yamuna floodplains from
Palla till Okhla, Delhi Zoo, Bhal-
swa Lake and Sanjay Lake.

“By covering the floodplains,
we will also be able to cover loca-
tions such as Baansera, Asita,
Kalindi Aviral, Garhi Mandu and
Yamuna Biodiversity Park,
which are all on the floodplains,”
Buxy added.

Though bird counts are held
in Delhi-NCR annually, these are
normally held by birders at an
informal level, with its data
uploaded on the website, eBird.

On February 4, birders had
taken partin the Big Bird Count
2024, held over 30 differentloca-
tions spread out across Delhi
and National Capital Region
(NCR), finding 237 species.

Faiyaz Khudsar, scientist-in-
charge of DDA’s biodiversity
parks programme, who will be
assisting the department with

Feb-end; to be held every 3 months

What is bird atlas?

A bird atlas helps the states to look at the change in bird diversity
and density over the years. It also uses maps to help identify
important bird habitats.

the first census this month, said
this was a welcome move and
will provide Delhi with its own
data of Delhi’s rich bird diversity.
“A bird atlas will require long-
term planning. First, the number
of locations being covered will
have to be fixed. Then, we will
have to fix permanent points at
each spot, which will have to be
covered every time a census is
conducted,” said Khudsar.
Nikhil Devasar, a birder and
one of the organisers of the Big
Bird Count in NCR, said a bird
atlas would be extremely helpful
for Delhi. However, it will
require extensive data collection,
beyond the census planned every
three months. “We have told the
forest department ideally, we
will need to collect data every
other week and bird data needs
to be collated for at least 1.5
years, before the first bird atlas
can come out. We have also sug-
gested them to make the eBird
portal as the baseline,” he said.
Delhi is supposed to have a
rich bird biodiversity, a compre-
hensive assessment of which has
been presented in the book,
“Birds of Delhi area”, by birder
Sudhir Vyas. He has listed 470
different species that have been
sighted in the Capital in the past.

9 ROADS IN EAST
DELHI'S SHAHDARA
10 BE UPGRADED:
PWD MIN ATISHI

NEW DELHI: Public works
department (PWD) minister
Atishi has approved the
strengthening and upgradation
of nine major roads across Sha-
hadra district in East Delhi, the
government said on Sunday.
The nine stretches that would
be revamped under the project
include GT Road to Road 64,
LIC Road, Road 69 and Gurud-
wara Road. The government
added that the initiatives aim to
offer a more pleasant commut-
ing experience for residents and
enhance the overall intercon-
nectivity of different areas.
Atishi said, "The sanctioned
road strengthening projects
across Delhi reiterate the gov-
ernment’s emphasis on estab-
lishing a secure transportation
network. Strengthening of these
roads will positively impact
thousands of individuals in the
area, alleviating congestion and
enhancing interconnectivity
from main roads to colonies.”
“PWD has conducted assess-
ment of the roads with the
assistance of experts and has
been instructed to initiate the
upgrading process,” the minis-
ter added. HTC

3-stage restoration planned for Sultanate-era reservoir

Aheli Das

aheli.das@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Hauz-i-Shamsi
— a reservoir in Mehrauli built
by 13th century Delhi Sultanate
ruler Shamsuddin Iltutmish due
to a dream — has seen better
days. Once, it covered over a
hundred acres and was lined
with red sandstone. Now, it is
spread across a 7.05-acre land,
according to the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI), the red
sandstone is missing, its banks
are fenced, and occasionally
home to heaps of garbage.

By the end of 2024, however,
the reservoir, which is protected
by ASI, might reclaim its lost
glory. ASI, along with Sustaina-
ble Environment and Ecological
Development Society (SEEDS),
an NGO, has taken up the
project of restoring Hauz-i-
Shamsi, popularly known as
Shamsi Talab.

“The revival of the 13th cen-
tury reservoir will be done in
three stages, the first of which
was concluded in the first week
of February. From September to
November last year, and then
again, this month, we removed
around 300 tonnes of water
hyacinth, duckweed and algae

The Hauz-i-Shamshiin Mehrauli on February 9. Since September, at leaﬁt 300 tonnes of water

hyacinth, duckweed, and algae have been removed from the reservoir.

from the reservoir,” said an
on-ground team member of
SEEDS, Delhi.

The second stage of the resto-
ration will involve bacteria
treatment and will commence

in April. “Then we will move to
the third stage, which will
ensure that sewage water from
neighbouring pipelines does not
get leaked into the reservoir. We
will also clean up the banks and

RAJ K RAJ/HT PHOTO

tighten the fence around it to
discourage people from throw-
ing their garbage here,” said the
member. According to the
detailed project report, which
has been approved by stake-

holders such as the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, ASI, and
the Delhi Jal Board, the restora-
tion work should be complete
by late 2024-early 2025,

There is also a pavilion —a
domed chhatrisupported on 12
stone pillars — on the bank of
the Hauz-i-Shamsi. As per the
“List of Muhammadan and
Hindu Monuments, Volume III-
Mahrauli Zila” compiled by
Maulvi Zafar Hasan, assistant
superintendent of the ASI in
1922, “it was erected by Iltut-
mish... at the same time when
he built Hauz-i-Shamsi in
1229-30 AD...” but also mentions
thatits construction is ascribed
to Alauddin Khalji in 1311-12 AD.
This too is a protected structure.

The closest locality consisting
of two wards, including ward
eight completely and parts of
ward six, starts about 100
metres away from the Shamsi
lake, mostly tall buildings with
apartments packed in neat
lines, blocking the horizon
opposite to the Jahaz Mahal.
The Jahaz Mahal is on the
north-east corner of the Hauz-i-
Shamsi, a Lodhi-era structure,
protected by ASIL. While some
historians believe that it was
used as a mosque, others think

that it was perhaps the resi-
dence of a holy man.
“"Hauz-i-Shamsi is a historical
water body, and so close to our
homes. We hope that once the
restoration work is done, people
will come here to enjoy its
beauty,” said Amar Kumar, 40, a
teacher by profession, who lives
in Mehrauli's ward 6, about 200
metres away from the reservoir.

About a Dream

The belief is that [ltutmish, the
13th century ruler, built the tank
after the Prophet appeared in
his dream. As per Maulvi
Hasan, “...Iltutmish intended to
build a tank. He was very anx-
ious to select a suitable site for
it, when one night the Prophet
appeared to him in a dream rid-
ing a horse and advised the king
to build the tank, he desired,
where the Prophet had
appeared.”

Maulvi Hasan wrote that the
next morning, lltutmish went
with saint Qutb Sahib to the
place pointed in the dream and
found that “a mark of one of the
hoofs of the Prophet’s horse was
imprinted on the spot where he
had appeared in the dream, and
that water was flowing from the
mark.” The ASI listing mentions

that the tank is “treated as a
most holy spot.”

Attempts at restoration
In 2015, ASI had attempted to
restore the reservoir but it did
not go as planned.

“"People keep throwing trash
which pollutes the lake again
and again. We ensure that the
lake is cleaned periodically but
lack of community awareness
makes it very difficult,” said
Misbah Noorie, an ASI engineer.

Finally, in 2022, ASI signed a
memorandum of understanding
(MOU) with SEEDS.

"Following the MOU, the
NGO has been conducting rou-
tine clean-ups of the reservoir.
It is of utmost importance that
all historical structures are con-
served properly,” said Misbah
Noorie, an engineer with ASL

For the residents of Mehrauli,
the restoration plan brings with
it some hope. "Sewage water
gets leaked into the reservoir
and leads to a lot of pollution.
People also keep throwing trash
on the bank, which leads to a ter-
rible stink. The restoration, we
hope, will solve these problems
for us,” said Mini Gupta, 28, who
lives in ward 5, about 500
metres away from the reservoir.
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir
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Flyover project on busy
W Delhi stretch delayed

Paras Singh

paras@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Commuters using
the west Delhi section of the
Ring Road between Punjabi
Bagh and Moti Nagar are likely
to continue to face heavy conges-
tion and delays for at least
another three months as the
Public Works Department has
pushed the deadline for the con-
struction of an elevated corridor
between Raja Garden flyover
and Punjabi Bagh flyover May 31
this year,

Earlier, the project was to be
finished by January 31, 2024.

According to a progress
report of the project prepared by
the department, 85% of the civil
work has been completed but
there will be delays on account
of shifting utilities -- overhead
high-tension power lines and
Delhi Jal Board water lines.
However, the department plans
to open the Moti Nagar section
of the corridor by early March,
senior officers involved in the
project said.

A senior PWD official said
that the power discom is likely to
complete work on shifting the
overhead power lines by March.
“We will also need forest depart-
ment’s permission for tree fell-
ing and a DJB water pipeline
passing through the right of way
in Club Road flyover also needs
to be relocated. Due to these hur-
dles, the completion deadline
has been shifted to May 31,
2024, the official who asked not
to be named said.

But the official said the Moti
Nagar flyover's basic structure is
ready and it can be opened for
the traffic once the black-top-
ping of carriageway is done. “It
needs 10 days of work to open
the road for tratfic. We were
hoping to bring construction
material from Faridabad but this
has been temporarily delayed
due to restrictions in the wake of
farmers’ protest. We hope to
open the Moti Nagar section by
early March,” the official added.

The west Delhi corridor devel-
opment and connectivity plan
for the influence zone of the
Ring Road stretch between Pun-
jabi Bagh Flyover and Raja Gar-
den was launched in September
2022, and the first deadline was
set for December 8, 2023. Delhi
PWD minister Atishi inspected

IIIII

R TER

misses deadline

The Punjabi Bagh flyover project was
supposed to be done by January 31

352 crores | SROED In: -~
ESTIMATED COST | September 2022 Colony
What is the project?

Elevated corridor between Raja
Garden flyover and Punjabi Bagh
flyover, it involves development of
a six-lane elevated corridor from

the ESI Hospital to the existing
Club Road half flyover, one of the
busiest road stretches in Delhi

What PWD officials say?

® The corridor will be completed
in two phases: Moti Nagar
six-lane flyover will be opened
by early March

e The Punjabi Bagh flyover will
be completed by May 2024

How it will help
Will reduce the

carbon emission
by 160,000
tonnes annually

the site in October, highlighting
the delay in the construction
work of Moti Nagar and Punjabi
Bagh flyovers. She directed the
officials to complete the con-
struction work by January 2024,
pointing out that both flyovers
were crucial for making the Ring
Road jam-free.

A government spokesperson
said: “Moti Nagar flyover will be
inaugurated by first week of
March, as work is nearing com-
pletion. Punjabi Bagh flyover
will be completed by end of
March.”

1.8 mn litres

Amount of fuel
savings annually

heavy traffic, Grap
construction curbs

2200 crores

Money to be saved
on fuel costs

The project involves doubling
of three-lane flyovers at Moti
Nagar and Punjabi Bagh and
connecting them to develop a
six-lane corridor from the ESI
Hospital to the Club Road fly-
over, The ¥352.3-crore-project is
being carried out under corridor
development and flyover con-
struction scheme of PWD. Then
PWD minister Manish Sisodia
laid the foundation stone of the
project in September 2022

PWD had earlier said that the
project lost momentum when
construction was banned under

the Graded Response Action
Plan (Grap). The construction
work on flyovers bridges and
other such linear projects was
suspended in Delhi in November
due to high pollution levels by
the Commission on Air Quality
Management in Delhi NCR.

A second PWD official said
that besides utility relocation,
another primary reason for the
delay in Punjabi Bagh flyover
was installation of girders in the
presence of heavy traffic near
the Bharat Darshan section.

Karan Harjani, who regularly
takes the stretch from Pitam-
pura to Punjabi Bagh, said that
the residents of Punjabi Bagh
have to endure traffic snarls
every day due to delayed flyover
construction, and potholes. “The
plight of entire west Delhi is the
same,” he said.

Nidhi Chaudhary, another
commuter wrote on X, “It’s been
so long Punjabi Bagh flyovers
are under construction.. and the
traffic on the Ring Road which is
the life line of the Delhi is
observing traffic jams.. people
are suffering and there isn't any
police personnel to manage the
traffic.”

The corridor between the
Punjabi Bagh Flyover and Raja
Garden Flyover is a part of busi-
est sections of Ring Road, and it
experiences a heavy traffic load
because apart from the regular
city traffic, it also takes traffic
from Haryana using the Rohtak
Road (NH-10). The key route also
connects north Delhi to south
Delhi, Gurugram, and other
parts of the NCR.

“An estimated 125,000 vehi-
cles pass through the two fly-
overs every day and once the
project is complete it is esti-
mated to lead to annual saving of
1.8 million litres of fuel annually
and 27,000 man-hours due to
reduction in congestion. The fuel
saving will lead to reduction of
160,000 tonnes of carbon emis-
sions annually,” the second
PWD official added.

The infrastructure planning
arm of DDA -- the Unified Traffic
and Transportation Infrastruc-
ture (planning and engineering)
Centre or UTTIPEC had cleared
the project in December 2020.
The expenditure finance com-
mittee of the Delhi government
provided the financial approval
for the project on May 10, 2022.

LG INAUGURATES
ALL-WOMEN

POLICE POSTS
IN CAPITAL

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant governor
VK Saxena inaugurated two all-
women police posts along with
commissioner of police Sanjay
Arora on Sunday. One of the
police postsislocated at Swami
Shraddhanand Marg, while the
other is in Khan Market, officials
aware of the matter said.

“The inauguration of the all-
women police posts heralds a
new era of inclusivity and effi-
ciency in policing. It exemplifies
a progressive step towards gen-
der parity and underscores the
dedication of law enforcement
authorities to serve and protect
all members of the community,”
the LG’s office said in a state-
ment.

"We remain committed to
increasing the strength of
women in the police force to 33
per cent as soon as possible,”
Saxena said in a statement,

Sub-inspector Puja Saini has
been appointed as the in-charge
of the Khan Market post and
sub-inspector Kiran Sethi will be
at the helm at Shraddhanand
Marg, the officials said.

AAP announces protest to
push water bills scheme

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Sunday
announced that it will soon
launch protests against the
alleged hurdles being put
before the implementation of
the Delhi Jal Board’s One-Time
Settlement Scheme for water
bill arrears “at the behest of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and lieutenant governor (LG)
VK Saxena”.

The BJP, meanwhile, said
that the AAP government fails
to fully implement the scheme-
related administrative proce-
dures and then blames and tar-
gets the officials.

HT reached out to LG office,
but the officials did not respond
to request for comment.

AAP functionaries, MLASs,
councillors and cabinet minis-
ters held a meeting at the Civic
Centre on Sunday over the
scheme being allegedly
obstructed by bureaucrats. Ina
statement, AAP said due to LG’s
pressure, government officials
have refused to implement it.

Delhi minister Gopal Rai said
that the problem of increased
water bills is being faced across
Delhi, “Wherever I go, people
raise this problem. It is unfortu-
nate that despite the constitu-
tional decision of the five-mem-
ber bench of the Supreme
Court, the elected government
of Delhi has been usurped by
the BJP-led central govern-
ment, Inside Delhi, a double
government is being run by LG
by controlling the officials of
Delhi,” he added.

Rai said that the other gov-
ernment has been installed by
BJP that works under the lead-
ership of the LG. “Efforts are
being made to stall the Delhi
government through the DJB
officials. By bringing the gov-
ernment to a standstill, wrong
bills are being forcibly imposed
on people. Now, we will protest
again against this dictatorship
of BJP,” he added.

Water minister Atishi said,
“Over 10 lakh families are not
paying their bills as meter read-
ers not being noted on time and
also as proper readings were
not taken for one-and-a half

year during Covid. We got the
scheme passed from the DJB,
but the BJP does not tolerate
solutions to the problems of the
people of Delhi. LG and BJP
have complete control over the
bureaucracy of Delhi. There-
fore, through Delhi officials,
BJP has stopped the scheme.”

Delhi minister Saurabh
Bhardwaj said that officials
have refused to put up the
scheme before the cabinet for
approval. "Now we are going to
launch a big movement regard-
ing the settlement of bills,” he
added.

BJP spokesperson Praveen
Shankar Kapoor said, “The Kej-
riwal government is an anar-
chic government that announ-
ces schemes arbitrarily, then
fails to fully implement the
related administrative proce-
dures, and when an official
raises objections, the entire
government starts targeting the
official.”

He added, “For the water bill
waiver scheme proposed by the
Delhi government, it is neces-
sary to complete an administra-
tive process of approvals.”

Two banquet halls
fined for loud noise

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC) has
imposed an environmental dam-
age compensation (EDC) of
70,000 against two banquet
halls in Karol Bagh, after resi-
dents complained that decibel
levels were routinely breached
in the Ajmal Khan locality.

During an inspection carried
outin the area on January 5, the
pollution watchdog found that
two out of three banquet halls
were hosting events. Though the
events did not have a DJ and
accompanying music system, yet
the noise levels were far higher
than both the day-time and
night-time standards set.

DPCC in a submission to the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
said it had fined the banquet
halls 360,000 and 210,000 for
the violations, and had also

issued a show cause notice so
that corrective measures could
be taken.

“The units are in a commer-
cial area and as per Noise Rules,
2000, the limits during daytime
are 65 dB (A) and 55 dB(A) at
night. The noise levels at one of
the banquets pre and post 10 pm
were found to be 75 dB(A) and
68.9 dB(A), which exceeded the
prescribed norms,” said the sub-
mission, dated February 15.

It said the second banquethall
had average decibel levels of 76 4
dB(A) till 10 pm and 74.3 dB(A)
beyond that, with noise monitor-
ing conducted one-metre away
from the boundary wall of the
hall. DPCC said both the halls
were facing a residential area on
one side, from where the com-
plaints had emerged. Karol Bagh
resident Anuj Kansal had filed a
petition last December alleging
noise norms were violated by
three banquet halls in the area.

Fog curbs lifted on
e-ways across Noida

Snehil Sinha

snehil.sinha@hindustantimes.com

NOIDA: The speed limit on the
Yamuna Expressway and Noida-
Greater Noida Expressway has
been increased to 100km/hr for
light vehicles from February 16.
The speed limit was reduced to
75km/hr on December 15 last
year following road accidents
due to fog.

The speed limit on both these
expressways remains 100km/hr
for light vehicles and 80km/hr
for heavy vehicles throughout
the year. But the limit is reduced
every year as a precaution dur-
ing the two winter months to
75km/hr for light vehicles and
60km/hr for heavy vehicles.

“The limit has been increased
but people need to use their
judgment while driving. Despite
the norms, Yamuna Expressway
has one of the highest number
of speeding challans even when

the limit is 100km/hr. This is not
just a violation but also a safety
concern for the vehicle’s occu-
pants and others,” said Anil
Yadav, deputy commissioner of
police (traffic).

In the last winter, dense fog
was first recorded in Delhi and
the National Capital Region on
December 2 when visibility
dropped to 50 metres or less in
many areas. Despite the
reduced speed limit, at least five
incidents of crashes and pileups
were reported along the
Yamuna expressway in the last
two months.

The traffic police challaned
2,671 people for violating the
speed limit between December
15 and February 15. According
to data shared by officials,
speeding cases were relatively
fewer on the Noida-Greater
Noida Expressway because of
the higher traffic volume on the
route.

rememberinganukool@mvl.in

Fondly remembered by
Family, Relatives & Friends

MV L

Anukool Rishi
27 May, 1982 - 19 February, 2012
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In Fond Remembrance of

Smt. Kamla Yadav
14/01/1940 - 19/02/1994

You were Love personified those remarkable
memories of you will sure bring back a smile,
If only we all could have you back
for just a little while.

That you are no longer here with us is the
Reality yet you will remain in our hearts
forever is the truth.

- Fondly Remembered & Deeply Missedby ——« &

RAMPRASTHA

Ch. Balwant Singh
Sandeep, Monia, Anjuu, Nohar, Siya & Avyaan
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We are here for you

To place an obituary or
remembrance advertisement with

Hinaustan Times

Scan the code:

You can also call on:
1800-103-1800 (9 AM to 9 PM everyday)

Email at: counterclassifieds@hindustantimes.com
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13th Death Anniversary
Sh. Ashok Kumar Mittal
(19.12.1947-19.02.2011)

You shall be forever in our
hearts.Deeply Remembered by
Geeta Mittal (Wife) Ajay &
Anamicka Mittal (Son & D-in-
Law) Kushaagra & Priyaansh
(Grandsons) Ayam Design &
Exhibits, 863-B, G.T. Road, Shahdra, Delhi-32.

5. AMAR SINGH MUJRAL
SON. TRIPATJEET KAUR MUJRAL
We pay our respectful
homage to the departed
soul, you will always live
in our hearts forever.
Deeply remembered by:

All family & Friends |
Mob.: 9811055931,
9818789991

SH S.P. GOEL
(01.07.1922- 19.02.2014)

SMT. PRAKASH GOEL

(13.03.1930 - 15,10.2020)

UTqT ST 317 TSI

Forever in our

Heart and Soul
Pushpa & Pradeep Goel
Neha & Ravi, Richa & Puneet
Aarush, Naomika and Raunav.

F-11A (G-8 Area) Hari Kunj,
Hari Nagar, New Delhi -64
Ph: 9810155141

9 Afsarg yAfe

?th Death Anniversa

SDN. SURIJIT KAUR
S. WARYAM SINGH
My Revered Parents,
left for heavenly abode

on 01.02.1967 &
19.02.1967

Fondly Remembered by:
Hardayal Singh Hardi

(Advocate), Ch. No. 150,
Western Wing
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi- 54
Res:10 A, Prem Shanti Kunj,
2 Club Road Civil Lines, Delhi

M: 9971860332
Ph: 23830867, 43720735

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: "UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephone: 0135 - 2763808, Fax: 0135- 2763508

CIN No. U40101UR20015GC025866 Website: www.ujvnl.com

of bids
of Hard Copies

the portal

http://uktenders.gov.in”

Addendum Notice/Date Extension Notice-2
In reference to e-NIT no. 15/EE(C&M)/MB-II/Joshiyara/2023-24 for
execution of “Reconstruction of Damaged Road from Police line
Gyansu to Darbar band at right bank of Joshiyara Barrage MB-II
Reservoir, Uttarkashi” the Addendum notice has uploaded on portal.
Date of submission and opening of bid is being extended as below:-

Last Date & Time for Submission :- Upto 17:00 hrs of 22/02/2024
Last Date & Time for Submission :- Upto 11:00 hrs of 24/02/2024
Date & Time of Opening of Bids on :- At 15:00 hrs of 24/02/2024

Other terms, conditions of bid shall remain same.
For fuller & further details, kindly visit "e-procurement portal

Executive Engineer (C&M) MB-Il Joshiyara

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"

fe-Tia: 17.02.2024

INVITATION FOR BID (IFB)

Mzharaehira State Elaciricty Transmission Ca. Lid.

L A YRREIHS) (LOCAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING)

SRM e-Tender No. T-2406/MSETCL/CO/C&M/T/Pre-Tender (RFx

No. 6000001170)

MSETCL invites offers by SRM e-tendering in TWO bid system
(Techno-Commercial Bid and Price Bid) from the eligible registered
bidders for the following work as detailed below.

“Work of Construction of 220kV D/C line from CTT location around
3.93km from 400/200kV Talegaon PGCIL S/S to 220kV Chakan
Phase-ll S/S using O/H HTLS conductor on monopole- 3.89km
along with 2X220kV end bays at 220kV Chakan Phase-Il S/S under

Pune zone in Maharashtra.”

Interested bidders may obtain further information available on the
website. https://srmetender.mahatransco.in

The date of downloading of Bid documents available on the website

is from 14.02.2024.

Sd/-

Chief Engineer (Projects), MSETCL

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER IN CHIEF
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,
NAVA RAIPUR, ATAL NAGAR

(CENTRAL TENDER CELL)
E-Procurement Tender Notice

Main Portal : https:/feproc.cgstate.gov.in
Tenders are invited for the Following works :-

System
Tender
No./
Date

Name of Work

PAC
Amount
(Rupees
in lacs)

152846

(4th Call |BRIDGE

CONSTRUCTION OF HIGH-LEVEL
I/IC APPROACH ROAD
13.02.2024 |ACROSS BAGNAI RIVER ON BIJAPAL-
JOGIDIPA ROAD.

498.97

152848
(3rd Call

CONSTRUCTION OF
BRIDGE ACROSS MAHANADI RIVER
13.02.2024 |ON BHANWARMARA- BHARARIROAD.

HIGH LEVEL|1058.15

Last Date of Tender Downloading S.No. 01 To S.No. 02 date
26.02.2024. For more details on the tender and bidding process
please visit the above mentioned portal.

G-07851/5

Chief Engineer
(Central Tender Cell)

Office Of Engineer In Chief
P.W.D., Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar
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19th February, 2024 at 06.00 PM .
| Watch Live On:  SPGRTS

Indira Gandhi Athletics Stadium, Sarusajai, Guwahati

& "™ Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma Anurag Singh Thakur

Chief Minister of Assam Union Minister of Youth Affairs & Sports,
Information & Broadcasting, Government of India
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Khelo India: Transforming Dreams into Triumphs

e Financial assistance of Rs. 6.28 Lakhs given per athlete to 3000
Khelo India Athletes

e 331 new sports Infrastructure constructed in 9 years

® 1,072 Khelo India Centres and 32 Khelo India State Centres of
excellence notified along with 296 academies under Khelo
India strengthening grassroot sporis ecosystem.

e .. %
-

® 878 Past Champion Athletes Engaged as coaches in KICs

.......
LLLLLLL

® 44,000+ Athletes Participated in 13 Editions of
Khelo India Games

____________
---------

¢ 63,000+ Women Athletes Participated in 600+
Competitions Across 21 Disciplines

Please scan for more information on Khelo India
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INDIA-ENGLAND TEST

“So, a lot of these guys are learn-
ing from the experience theyre
having in the middle. We got a
lot to learn in Hyderabad (the
first Test), and then in Vizag,
when we won.

“Obviously, we knew it’s not
going to be an easy one for us to
just come out here and win this
series; we have to work really
hard, especially with a lot of our
frontline players missing as
well. A lot of credit to these
young boys who have come in
and shown a lot of character.
Looks like they belong here, and
they actually want to stay here
as well.”

Only seven Tests old, the left-
handed Jaiswal who resumed
on 105 —he had retired hurt on
Saturday with back spasms —
and soon launched a stunning
attack on England’s bowlers. It
included three consecutive sixes
against pace great Jimmy
Anderson in an over that went
for 21 runs.

Jaiswal hit 12 sixes to equal
Wasim Akram’s world record
for most sixes in a Test innings.
India’s tally of 28 improved
their own record for most sixes
in a Test by one. It took their
series tally to 48, also bettering
India’s world record for most
sixes in a series. He also
eclipsed Navjot Singh Sidhu’s
Indian record of most sixes in
an innings — eight.

Debutant Sarfaraz Khan and
Jaiswal unleashed their power-
hitting in an unbroken 172-run
partnership for the fifth wicket.
Sarfaraz, run out for 62 in the
first innings, remained 68 not
out, becoming only the fourth
Indian batter — after Dilawar
Hussain, Sunil Gavaskar and
Shreyas lyer — to cross 50 in
both innings on debut.

England’s ultra-aggressive
batting approach has come in
for huge criticism after Joe Root
threw away his wicket in the
first innings trying to play a
needless T20 style reverse ramp
shot. Set an improbable 557 to
win, England were more in sur-
vival mode on a pitch that was
still playing well but could not
survive even till stumps.

“I don’t think we need to tem-
per anvthing,” Stokes said. “Was
it how we executed the shots
that led to our downfall? And a
lot of us would say; Yes, [ didn't
execute well enough.” But our
batting line-up is full of interna-
tional class players. We give
them the freedom to play what's
in front of them.”

For India to put it past

{ FROM PAGE 1 }

England inside four days is as
dominant a win as it could have
been, coming from an inexperi-
enced playing eleven with two
debutants and no Virat Kohli or
KL Rahul.

New wicket-keeper Dhruv
Jurel impressed as well with
brilliant glovework and solid
batting.

It would also rank as a special
win as India subdued England
in the first innings despite miss-
ing premier off-spinner R Ash-
win, who had left for Chennai
due to a family emergency. Ash-
win, who flew back on a char-
tered flight on Sunday after-
noon, took a wicket and could
celebrate the win with the team.

India were in front going into
Day 4 with a lead of 322 runs
and Jaiswal's innings setup the
victory. First innings centurion
Ben Duckett was run out with
fielder Mohammed Siraj and
Jurel combining brilliantly
though fellow opener Zak Craw-
ley (11) was a bit aggrieved as
DRS upheld umpire Kumar
Dharmsena’s leg before verdict
off Jasprit Bumrah with the ball
tracker showing it was only
clipping leg-stump.

Jadeja then removed Hydera-
bad Test hero Ollie Pope (3) and
the struggling Jonny Bairstow
(4), whose attempt at sweep led
to another downfall. With
England reeling on 28/4, skipper
Ben Stokes and Joe Root cut out
the entertainment quotient. For
once, England were playing the
situation.

The change in mindset alone
wasn’t enough to ward off the
threat posed by Jadeja and Kul-
deep Yadav on a wearing track.
For 65 balls, the two seniors
resisted until Root (7 from 40
balls) was trapped leg before by
Jadeja after another failed
attempt to sweep. There was no
boundary in the 22-run partner-
ship, underlining how India had
systematically dented England’s
pride - their attacking mind-set.

JAISWAL HIT 12
SIXES TO EQUAL
WASIM AKRAM’S
WORLD RECORD
FOR MOST SIXES IN
A TEST INNINGS.
INDIA'S TALLY OF 28
IMPROVED THEIR
OWN RECORD FOR
MOST SIXES IN

A TEST BY ONE

Stokes (15 from 39 balls) still
couldn’t resist sweeping, only to
be beaten by Kuldeep. The left-
arm wrist-spinner soon got
Rehan Ahmed out. From 50/4,
England slipped to 50/7.

On a track where England’s
spinners had looked listless ear-
lier in the day, India’s tweakers
began to make it look like a tir-
ing Test match pitch, demon-
strating the gulf in standard
between the two spin attacks.

DELHI WEATHER

inched upwards for days as a
chilly winter gives way to what
promises to be a hot summer.
Delhi’'s maximum temperature
was 26.5°C on Saturday, 27.2°C
on Friday (which was the previ-
ous highest this year), 26°C on
Thursday and 25°C on Wednes-
day.

Sunday’s maximum tempera-
ture, however, is not unusual
for this time of the year.

On the same day last year,
Delhi’s temperature hit a maxi-
mum of 29.6°C and it was 29.8°C
a day earlier. In fact, the maxi-
mum during this month last
year peaked at 33.6°C on Febru-
ary 21. Last February was also
the city’s warmest February in
17 years, in terms of the average
maximum temperature.

The highest in February 2022
maximum was 284 C (February
19), and the year before that, it
was 33.2°C (February 26). In
2020, the peak February tem-
perature was 27.8 (February 14).

Showers at the start of the
week will likely push the maxi-
mum down to 27°C on Monday,
to 24°Con Tuesday and bottom
out to 23°C on Wednesday, said
IMD. This is then likely to hover
between 24°C and 25°C for the
rest of the week.

The city clocked a minimum
temperature of 8.6°C on Sunday,
two degrees above normal. It
was 7.4°C a day earlier.

Nights will get warmer over
the next three days, though,
with IMD forecasting minimum
temperatures of 10°C-11"C over
the next three days.

The rain is also likely to help
Delhi's air quality, which has
remained “poor” for the last few
days. Delhi's 24-hour average
AQI was 269 on Sunday at 4pm.
It was 245 (poor) at the same
time on Saturday.

Forecasts by the Early Warn-
ing System (EWS) for Delhi
show that the air quality index
(AQI) could improve to “moder-
ate” on February 20 and remain
in this range on February 21 as
well.

SHUT AMID STIR
BY FARMERS, RED
FORT REOPENS

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The historic Red
Fort complex, which was closed
for visitors about a week ago
due to security reasons in view
of a farmers’ march, has been
reopened, PTI reported on Sun-
day.

The iconic Mughal-era mon-
ument, a Unesco World Heri-
tage Site in old Delhi, was “sud-
denly sealed” late Monday night
“due to security reasons .

“It was reopened a couple of
days ago,” an official at the
Archeological Survey of India
told PTL.

However, the Red Fortisreg-
ularly closed for visitors on
Mondays, so they will not get
entry inside the complex on
February 19.

The site was temporarily
closed amid a massive deploy-
ment of police and paramilitary
forces in central Delhi in view of
the farmers’ “"Delhi Chalo”
march,

Sources said “no order has
been officially issued for
reopening” of the site, adding, it
was closed in accordance with
police instructions and accord-
ingly reopened.

Thousands of farmers are
staying put at the Shambhu and
Khanauri points of the Punjab-
Haryana border with layers of
barricades and a large number
of security personnel halting
their march to the national cap-
ital.

Besides loan waiver and a
legal guarantee for minimum
support price (MSP), farmers of
the "Delhi Chalo” agitation,
which entered its sixth day on
Sunday, are also demanding
implementation of the Swami-
nathan Commission’s recom-
mendations, pension for farm-
ers and farm labourers, and
withdrawal of police cases.

There was no report of any
confrontation between the pro-
testers and Haryana security
personnel on Saturday. The
farmer leaders have asked the
protesters to maintain calm at
the borders.

THE MONUMENT
WAS “SEALED” LATE
MONDAY NIGHT
"DUE TO SECURITY
REASONS”

Delhiwale

EXPERIENCE YOUR CITY LIKE NEVER BEFORE
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On the capital’'s changing and unchanging
aspects

PUBLIC
INTEREST

But on this side of the busy Mathura Road,
nothing has changed. The dusty leaf-strewn
ground is littered with derelict graves. The centre-
piece is the tomb of one of the world's great poets,
though forgotten in the city in whose mitti he has
found his everlasting rest. Understandable per-
haps, for Abdul Qadir Bedil (1642-1720) wrote in
Persian, which was a language of the elite in the
India of his time. Besides, his poetry is considered

of Nations.

tough to crack.

That said, Bedil is a superstar in the countries
of Central Asia, which were once a part of the
Soviet Union. The Russian-language signboard
beside his tomb, unveiled by a Tajikistani Presi-
dent, celebrates a legend who “was nourished by
this blissful and fertile land of Hindustan” and
whose “celestial verses have greatly benefited the

Delhiis changing so fast. Justacross the
road are the sleek edifices of Pragati Mai-
dan’s Bharat Mandapam. They came up
last year, replacing the decades-old Hall

Mayank
Austen Soofi

Dilli’s Bedil, Dilli's Mandapam

evolution of the poetry of Persia and Tajikistan in
the past centuries.” Even Ghalib—who wrote in

Urdu and Persian, and was notorious for being
poets—had utmost esteem for

dismissive of fellow
Bedil. Check these words by Ghalib:
Tarz-e-bedil mein rekhta kehna
Asadullah Khan, gayaamat hai
(To write Urdu in the style of Bedil,

that indeed is superlative, Asadullah Khan)

Like most Delhiwale, Bedil wasn't originally
from Delhi. He was from modern-day Bihar,
where his forefathers had arrived from Afghani-
stan. In fact, one afternoon, an elderly Afehan
man was seen reverently stepping inside Bedil’s
tomb. Kneeling down on the grave, the visitor
from Kabul took out a notebook from his jacket’s
breast pocket. With trembling fingers, he jotted
down the Persian text inscribed on the poet’s
gravestone. He then got up, straightened his frail
figure, placed his hand on his heart, and mur-

mured a prayer.

road, by a poet’s grave.

Poetic-minded or not, every Delhi wala ought to
spend some time at Bedil's tomb, if only to marvel
at how much our city has changed, just across the
road, and how little as well—on this side of the
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In The Court of Sh. Ramesh Kumar-Il,
Additional District Judge-01, Court

Sushant Lok
(Gurugram)

Power Sectnr Skill Council
B-17, Qutab Institutional Area, New Delhi-110016
No. PSSC/RPF/Powergrid/2024-25

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

Selection of Training Providers (TPs),
Industries/Organizations under CSR initiative of

POWERGRID.

Power Sector Skill Council invites the "Request for
Proposal® for Skill Development Training to 6000
candidates for implementation of smart metering under
Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS) of
Government of India sponsored under the CSR initiative of | : | i
POWERGRID from the Training Providers (TPs), .
Industries / Organizations for execution of the project.

Last date of submission of RFP is 28" February 2024.
For more details visit PSSC website:

www.psscindia.org

Chief Executive Officer
Power Sector Skill Council (PSSC)

- | No. 302, Third Floor, Shahdara District,
: Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

| Pe38/202

- | AnshikaSharma Vs, The State and Ors.

: | Anshika Sharmas -....Petitioner
= | Versus

| L. TheState

- | Represented Through

: | TheChief Secretary, Players Building,

- | Delhi Secretariat GNCT of Delhi,
Indraprastha Marg, IT0,

: | New Delhi-110002

: | 2. Raj Kumar Sharma S/o Late Chiranji Lal
- |Sharma, Presently At: H.No. 1193, DDA
: |Janta Flats, G.T.B. Enclave, Near Tahirpur
- | Stadium, Dilshad Garden, Delhi-110093

| 3.DoveeArora W/o Sunny Arora,

: | D/oRajKumar Sharma, R/oH.No. 73,

: | 3rd Floor, Vigyan Vihar, Karkardooma,
; ~.RESpONdent
: | Citation for Publication of Petition Under
+ | Section 278 of The Indian Succession Act,
: |1925, (as amended upto date) for grant of
: | probate/letter of Administration in
: [respect of the will dated 08.01.2019 of
: | Late lisha Bhardwaij, R/o H. No, 1193, DDA
- |Janta Flats, G.T.B. Enclave, Near Tahirpur
: | Stadium, Ditshad Garden, Delhi-110093.

FOR SALE/SCRAPE oid
Telecommunication Equipment s,
like RF Radio Modem, Antenna,
Cable, Connector, QFC tester and
other equipment s. contact Atlantis

I, ANKITA Bansal W/o Arvind Sharma
R/o A-506, New Anand Society, Plot
No.47, Sector-56, Gurugram Hr, have :

changed my name to Ankita Sharma
For all Future purposes.

I CHANDRASENAN Nair, Father
: of- No.1612584 09X SPR Varun Senan,

] cuanceorname | LosTarounp

: 1, JOSEPH George P S/0 Chirakaikaran

. | Whereas the 2Ind February, 2024 has
: | been fixed for hearing of the case, notice
is hereby given that person having any
interestin the Administration of estate of
- | the said concerned may if hefshe desire
: |appear in this court the said 21nd
. | February, 2024 and see the proceedings

court NoTices [

R/o0- Punartham, Near K.P.H.5.,

Joseph George RSO flat No 414,

Intelligence Limited G 25, Sector 3,
Noida & 46/31/1, Gariahat Road, 5th

- 1, BRAHM Yadav, Father of- No,
: 15451009% NK Dinesh Kumar

Kalluvathukkal {P0), Kollam (Dist),
Kerala- 691578, have changed my

Mavilla,7 Mayur Vihar Phase-1
Delhi-110091 have lost Original

Floor, Kolkata Ph: 0120-4634000.

MACHINERY/
TOOLS & PLANTS

FOR SALE 4 kilo watt laser cutting

machine with double bed unused as

new with more the year warranty
heavy duty structure, Cont 88267-
16707/ 9953394828/ 9999621189

MACHINE AVAILABLE for sale
Compiete Line for Aluminium
Bottel Cap Manufacturing in
Faridabad, Contact: 9718606060
and 8750867004,

I, BIMLA Devi, Mother of-
N0.15217885M NK (CHEF COM)
Jitendra Singh, R/o- Vill- Nagla
Ghurela, Post- Kagarol, Teh-

Kheragarh, Distt- Agra, U.P.- 283119,

have changed my name from Bimla
Devi to Vimala Devi, vide affidavit
dated 17/02/2024 before Notary
Public Delhi.

I, MEENA Devi, Mother of-
N0.15451009X NK Dinesh Kumar
Yadav, R/o- Vill+PO+P5- Rupow,
Teh-Rajauli, Distt- Nawada, Bihar-
805107, have changed my name
from Meena Devi to Mina Devi,
vide affidavit dated 17.02.2024
hefore Notary Public Delhi.

Yadav, R/o- Vill+PO+PS- Rupow,
Teh- Rajauvli, Distt- Nawada, Bihar-
805107, have changed my name
from Brahm Yadav to Brahamadev
Yadav, vide affidavit affidavit dated
17.02.2024 before Notary Public
Delhi.

1, SHAYALAMA Rajan W/o Kulamulathil :
:  Choyan Rajan R/o WE-143, Rama Park

Road, Mohan Garden, Uttam Nagar,
Delhi-59, have changed my name to
Shyamala Rajan for all purposes.

: I, SAROJINI C K, Mother of-

NG.15182733K HAVIRST) Sandeep C
K, Rfo- Naduvile Veettil, Chunda
(PO), Pulingome, Kannur (Dist),
Kerala - 670511, have changed my
name from SarojiniCKtoCK

name from Chandrasenan Nair to
B Chandra Senan, vide affidavit

dated 17/02/2024 before Notary
Public Delhi

. ITIS for General Information that |,

Rahul Chaudhary Son of Chhatar Pal
R/0 House No. C - 337, Near Roop
Krishna Public School , Shahbad

Dairy, Delhi-110042, Declare that my 5
name wrongly written as Rahul in my :

Aadhar Card / Pan Card / School
Certificate / Vofer | Card / Bank
Passhook / Passport / Ration Card
Etc. The Actual Name of mine is

Rahul Chaudhary respectively, which

may be amended accordingly, it is
cerfified thati have complied with
ather Legal Requirments in the
connection. in future for all purposes

Property Documents i.e Share
Certificate, Possession letter and
Allotment letter of the above flal
issued by the Mavilla Society.
Finder contact 7899503803

l SONU Agrawal 5/0 Prakash Chand

Agarwal Rfo H.No. 14/9 Malviya
Nagar, Jaipur Rajasthan, have lost
my Original Possession Letter Dated
24 062023 and Allotment Letter of

Property No (-1203Shree Vardhman :

Mantra Sector-67, Gurugram Hr.
Finder may cont at address above,

: | before the grant of probate (or for letter
: | of administration).

| Given under my hand and the seal of this
: | courton this 15.01.2024.

.@ (Ramesh Kumar-11)
ADJ-01/SHD/KKD Courts, Delhi
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1 TENDER NOTICE
2024 - 2025

| W b . | Sealed Tenders are invited for
g : [the supply of following
; : |UNITED COFFEE HOUSE,
. | MASKA & UNITED CATERING
. | SERVICES operating multiple
: | stores across Delhi, NCR as
. | per our specifications against
- | annual rate contract,

- |1.GROCERY: Indian & Imported,

d  TENDER NOTICE

. / .ﬂ'.l;!ﬂ' iy s

'E?ﬂ

2 umﬁn COFFEE i{[iIJEE &

UNITED
CATERING SERVICES

Phase-1, New Delhi-110064
For any queries, please call at
Ph: 9650596121, 9650596118,
9650596667

categories of items for

Spices, Flour & Pulses, Rice,
DW fruits, Tin, Bottle, Glass,
Can / Tetra products, Oil &

.| Ghee, Bakery items.

* |2.PERISHABLE: Fresh Vegetable
| & Fruits (Indian & Imported),
Chicken, Mutton, Sea food,
Pork, Dairy products, Cheese

» Always check for a hologram sticker on the receipt and the receipt
number
» For all queries, rely safely on contacting our Number / Email :

1800-103-1800

STAY htclassifieds : {&hﬂﬂlgm Iiamgﬂg
m - |3HOUSEKEEPING | KST:
: | Garbage bag, Charcoal, Fuel

STAY SAFE ad.hooking@hindustantimes.com Sl s
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For Classifieds advertising please call Ad Sales Team on:

* 1, DINESH Kumar S/o Sh. Yudhister

CHANGE OF NAME

: 1, SUMA, Mother of- No.16125849X SPR

1, RAJESHWARI Devi, Mother

Sarojini, vide affidavit dated 17/02/
2024 before Notary Public Delhi.

Verma R/o H.No. 66/21, Arjun Nagar,
Gurugram, Hr-122001, have changed
my name to Dinesh Verma for all
future purposes.

Varun Senan, Rfo- Punartham, Near :
K.P.H.S,, Kalluvathukkal (PO), Kellam :
(Dist), Kerala- 691578, have changed
my name from Suma to Suma N, vide :
affidavit dated 17/02/2024 before -
Notary Public Delhi,

of- No.10137025W RFN Man

Singh Akrwashi, Rfo- RZH-59,
Street Mo. 7, Nihal Vihar, Nangloi,
West Delhi, Delhi - 110041, have
changed my name from Rajeshwari
Devi to Rajeshwari Singh, vide
affidavit dated 17/02/2024 before
Notary Public Delhi,

| SURESH Sharma 5/0 Smi. Late Uma
Sharma W/o Late Shri K.D. Sharma
Rfo B-242 Yoina Vihar Delhi-92, :
declare that my mother Uma Sharma :
and Uma are names of one and
same person and in future will be
known as Uma Sharma..

1 LoST & FOUND

I RITESH 5ingh S/o Ram Ji Singh,
R/o A-401, Sare Home, Bhameta,
Ghaziabad, LLP. -201009 have lost
my original Allotment Lefter of
property bearing No.A-401 Sare Home
Bhiameta, Ghaziabad, U.P.-201009. If :
anyane found pls cont: 9711606492

§ PERSONAL E

: 1, Kaushal Kumar s/o V.0 Alam R/o Flat :
No 46 Raja Enclave, Road No 44,
Pitampura,Delhi-110034, have changed :
my name Kaushal Kumar to Kaushal :
Kumar Alam for all future purposes

: |, BRAHAMADEY Yadav, Father of-
N0 15451009X NK Dinesh Kumar

Yadav, Rfo- Vill+PO+PS- Rupow,
Teh- Rajauli, Distt- Nawada, Bihar-

805107, declarathat in my son s

17.02.2024 before Notary
Public Delhi.

I MINA Devi, Mother of- No.

service documents my D.0.B. is
erraneously written as 04/10/1970
whereas my actval D.OB. 15
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One alliance is growth-focused,
other rooted in corruption: Shah

Smriti Kak Ramachandran

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union home minister
Amit Shah on Sunday likened the
upcoming general elections to the
battle of Mahabharata, and said
people will have to choose
between the “Kauravas”, repre-
sented by the Congress-led INDIA
bloc, and the “Pandavas”, repre-
sented by the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA).

“India has to choose between a
dynamic and development-ori-
ented alliance, whose leader does
not have any blemish of corrup-
tion and an alliance that’s rooted
in corruption and dynastic poli-
tics,” Shah said, while speaking at
the BJP's national council meet.

The senior BJP leader, who is
considered as the party's chief
election strategist, used the battle
from the Hindu epic — fought
among members of the same
dynastic clan where the Kauravas
represented the unvirtuous and
the Pandavas stood for principles
— as an allegory to define the
present-day electoral contest
between the NDA and the Indian
National Developmental Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA).

Shah also moved a political res-
olution, “BJP-Desh Ki Asha,
Vipaksh Ki Hatasha (BJP-nation’s
hope and opposition’s frustra-
tion)”, on the occasion, which was
seconded by Union agriculture
minister Arjun Munda.

In a sharp attack on the INDIA
bloc, which he referred to as the
“Ghamandia Gathbandhan (arro-
gant alliance)”, Shah said: “INDIA
bloc is an alliance of seven family-
based parties. The leaders of these
parties have not changed in the
last four generations,” he said.

Accusing the Opposition parties
of only wanting to promote their
own families, he added: “Congress
leader Sonia Gandhi aims tomake
her son Rahul (Gandhi) the coun-
try’s prime minister...Pawar Saheb
(veteran leader Sharad Pawar)
wants to make his daughter
(Amravati MP Supriya Sule) CM,
(West Bengal chief minister)
Mamata Banerjee wants to see her
nephew (TMC general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee) in that posi-

P / N ld
BJP council ratifies
party chief Nadda’s
tenure extension
NEW DELHI: The BJP
National Council
meeting on Sunday
ratified the extension
given to party president
JP Nadda till June this
year. Nadda's term was
extended till June atthe
national executive
committee meeting last
year. The council also
granted him powers to
take decisions without
seeking prior approval

of the parliamentary
board.

Press information
officer of (Bl RK

Gaur's service ends
NEW DELHI: RK Gaur,
who was the backbone
of the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)’s
information wing, has
retired after 26 years of
service at the agency,
officials said. He was the
face of CBI in a number
of media briefings, and
handled many tricky
situations during his
service at the agency,
which he had joined as
an inspector on
deputation from the
CRPF in 1997.

NEET aspirant
from UP dies in

Kota hospital
KOTA: A man from
Uttar Pradesh,
preparing for medical
entrance testsin Kota,
died during treatment,
two days after he had to
be rushed to the city’s
MBS Hospital with high
sugar level and blood
pressure, officials said
on Sunday. The NEET
aspirant, Shivam
Raghav (21) from
Aligarh, was preparing
for the entrance testin
Kota for the last three
years.
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Union home minister Amit Shah at the BJP national convention

in New Delhi on Sunday.

tion..Mulayam Singh Yadav
ensured that his son (Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav)
became CM.”

Hailing the BJP’s democratic
functioning, he said it was possible
only in the BJP that a tea-seller’s
son could become prime minister,
unlike in the opposition parties
that are controlled by families and
where the baton is passed from
one generation to the other.

“There are 2G, 3G, and 4G par-
ties, where one family has been
ruling for two, three and four gen-
erations,” he said.

Shah’s statement is in line with
the BJP's campaign against dynas-
tic politics. The party accuses the
Congress, the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) and the Samaj-
wadi Party of perpetrating dynas-
tic politics that does notallow the
ordinary worker to occupy posi-
tions of power. Earlier this month,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
while responding to criticism that
the kin of several BJP leaders also
hold positions in the party and the
government, said that while multi-
ple people from the same family
can join politics, what he stood up
against was one family controlling
a political party.

Shah also credited PM Modi for
eradicating the politics of corrup-
tion, casteism and appeasement,
and for giving the poor and the
marginalised the respect they
deserve. He slammed the Congress
for using social groups that are

X/BIP

economically and socially
deprived as mere vote banks.

“Those who cannot encourage
democracy in their parties, cannot
protect democracy in India,” Shah
said.

Drawing a contrast between the
Congress-led UPA’s decade in
power and the last 10 years of the
NDA rule, Shah said the PM has
reduced the gap between the
haves and have-nots. “For the first
time, politics of performance has
been established... wherever Indi-
ans now go, they get asked if they
are from Modi’s India,” he said.

Asserting that the Modi govern-
ment has been successtul in snuff-
ing out terrorism and left-wing
extremism, Shah said Modi 3.0
will ensure the country is free
from these scourges.

“Modi has also shown that
there need not be a conflict
between empowering the farmers
and boosting the economy...This
used to be a debate whether the
rural areas need to be uplifted or
the urban areas. He showed both
can be done, there can be smart
cities as well as development in the
rural areas,” he said.

He added that similar contra-
dictions existed between pursuing
policies for securing diplomatic
ties and ensuring the country’s
safety. “The PM showed the secu-
rity of the countryis our first prior-
ity and then we set out to make
friends and become vishva-mitra
(global friend),” he said.

‘Glorious achievement”
Resolution hails Ram
Temple’s construction

Smriti Kak Ramachandran

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The construction of
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya isa
“historic and glorious achieve-
ment” for the country that her-
alds the establishment of “Ram
Rajya” in India for the next
1,000 years with the beginning
of a new "kaalchakra” [cycle of
time], a resolution passed by the
BJP during its national conven-
tion on Sunday said.

The idea of “Ram Rajya” was
also in the “heart of Mahatma
Gandhi” who used to call it the
“idea of democracy”, the resolu-
tion moved by party chief JP
Nadda said. It also congratu-
lated Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for successfully conduct-
ing the consecration of the tem-
ple, which was celebrated as a
national festival, on January 22.

The BJP refers to its concept
of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas or
development for all sections
irrespective of their faith or
caste as the embodiment of
Ram Rajya.

In its resolution, the BJP said
the Constitution has been
inspired by the ideals of “Ram
Rajya”. “Even in the original
copy of the Constitution of
India, on the section of funda-
mental rights, the picture of
Lord Shri Ram, Mother Sita and
Lakshman ji, after returning to
Ayodhya after the victory, is a
proof of the fact that Lord Shri
Ram is the source of inspiration
for the fundamental rights,” it
said.

It added that “the idea of
‘Ram Rajya’ was also in the
heart of Bapu Mahatma Gan-
dhi”. “He used to say that the
idea of 'Ram Rajya’is the idea of
true democracy. Following the
ideals of Lord Shri Ram, the
Prime Minister has imple-
mented the spirit of Ram Rajya’

\‘l

The idea of ‘Ram

Rajya’ was also in
the heart of Bapu
Mahatma Gandhi

BJP RESOLUTION

in the true sense by establishing
good governance in the coun-
try,” it said.

The resolution noted that the
“temple of Lord Shri Ram will
play a decisive role in fulfilling
the resolutions that we have
adopted in building a Viksit
Bharat”. “The Prime Minister
has played an impeccable role
in uniting the entire nation on
this auspicious occasion associ-
ated with Lord Shri Ram," it
said.

The temple in Ayodhya is a
symbol of India’s vision, philos-
ophy and path and has become
a temple of national conscious-
ness, the resolution said.

The party said that after the
Supreme Court ‘s Ayodhya ver-
dict on November 9, 2019, “the
central government led by PM
Modi, without any delay,
formed the Shri Ram Janma-
bhoomi Teerth Kshetra, as a
result of which the construction
work of Shri Ram temple went
on at a fast pace, and within just
four years, the consecration of
the idol of Ram Lalla was com-
pleted on January 22, 2024”, the
resolution said.

“The grand and divine Ram
Temple of Ayodhya is imprinted
in the consciousness of every
Indian and has become a reflec-
tion of the richness of cultural
heritage. The nation, freeing
itself from the mentality of slav-
ery, creates a new history by
taking inspiration from every
part of the past,” it said.

{ LOYALISTS ARRIVE IN DELHI }

Buzz over Nath son’s shitt to BJP grows

Saptarshi Das

saptarshi.das@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Speculation contin-
ued on Sunday over senior Con-
gressman Kamal Nath and his
son Nakul Nath’s plans to leave
the party, with both leaders not
quelling rumours of a possible
switch to the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).

Several loyalists of the father
and son reached Delhi on Sun-
day and party functionaries
aware of the developments said
Nakul alone, and not Kamal
Nath, could join the BJP on Mon-
day along with MLAs from his
camp.

A newly installed “Jai Shri
Ram"” flag hoisted atop Nath's
residence in the Capital greeted
reporters, who were told by the
Congress veteran that he had not
spoken to anyone in the BJP vet.

“I said yesterday [on Saturday]
that if there is something like
that, [ will inform you all. I did
not talk to anyone,” Kamal Nath
told the media.

Around half a dozen Madhya
Pradesh lawmakers loyal to him

Kamal Nath was removed as
Madhya Pradesh Congress
chief after the party’s crushing
defeat at the hands of the BJP
in the assembly elections.

reached Delhi as efforts were on
by the Nath camp to get the sup-
port of 23 MLASs so that the anti-
defection law does not come into
play, said the party functionaries
cited above.

If more than a third of state
legislators switch sides, the law
does not apply. The Congress has
66 seats in the 230-member state
assembly.

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge, attending a lunch
hosted by senior lawyer and
party leader Abhishek Singhvi,
did not directly comment on the

issue but, in a veiled jibe, said
that he can’t stop anyone who
wants to leave, according to
leaders present at the event.

“Whoever needs to leave can
leave, can’t stop them, they make
up their minds when they meet
people whom they wish to join,”
a person who attended the lunch
gathering said quoting Kharge
and asking not to be named.

Senior Congress leader Digvi-
jaya Singh said that he was in
constant touch with Kamal Nath
and was confident that he would
not leave.

“l am constantly in touch with
Kamal Nath. The Congress lead-
ership is having discussions with
him. A person like him, who
started with the Congress, whom
we all considered to be the third
son of Indira Gandhi, has always
supported the Congress and has
been a pillar of the Congress
party... he was the cabinet minis-
ter at the Centre, state Congress
committee president and chief
minister... he got all the posts. I
don’t think he will leave the
party,” Singh told reporters.

Delhi BJP leader Tajinder

Bagga said that his party’s door
was “not open” for Kamal Nath
though there was no problem in
Nakul joining the party.

Former state minister and
Kamal Nath loyalist Deepak Sax-
ena hinted that the politician
was upset with the party’s top
leadership.

“Kamal Nath has been
neglected since (the 2023 assem-
bly) elections. No one would
have thought that Bhupesh
Baghel would lose. We lost in
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan where we didn’t
think we would lose. But why is
only Kamal Nath being blamed
for it?” Saxena said.

Kamal Nath, the sitting MLA
from Chhindwara, was removed
as the state Congress chief in the
wake of the party’s crushing
defeat at the hands of the BJP in
the assembly elections last year.

Another Kamal Nath loyalist,
former state minister Sajjan
Singh Verma, wrote “Jai Shri
Ram” on his profile on social
media site X.

“I will follow Kamal Nath,”
Verma had said on Saturday.

{ CHANDIGARH MAYORAL POLL } AHEAD OF SC HEARING

3 AAP councillors join

Hillary Victor

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Three Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Chandigarh council-
lors joined the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and Manoj Kumar
Sonkar quit as the mayor on Sun-
day, a day before the Supreme
Court is scheduled to resume its
hearing on a petition alleging
tampering of votes in the mayoral
election last month.

The AAP councillors switch to
the BJPis set to give the latter the
numerical edge in the event of a
fresh election. In a House of 35
(and one MP, the BJP’s Kirron
Kher, as ex-officio member), a
party needs 19 votes to win the
poll. The latest development will
reduce the strength of the AAP
and the Congress, which had
jointly contested the poll, from 20
to 17, and increase the BJP’'s sup-
port from 16 (including one from
the Shiromani Akali Dal) to 19.

“AAP councillors Neha Musa-
vatand Poonam Sandeep Kumar
joined the BJP and Gurcharan
Singh Kala returned to the fold on
Sunday,” former Chandigarh BJP
chief Arun Sood said.

The three AAP leaders
switched sides in the presence of
BJP secretary Vinod Tawde at his
residence, Sood added.

On January 13, Kala, who was
earlier with the BJP, had joined
the AAP and even voted for it

Manoj Sonkar

during the January 30 election.
He, however, returned to the BJP
on Sunday. “It is very unfortu-
nate that our councillors have
moved over to the BJP. Even for
the election for a mayor, BJP has
to execute Operation Lotus. It's
really a shame. The courts must
take cognisance of this horse
trading by the BJP,” AAP leader
Prem Garg said.

The developments came even
as Sonkar, who defeated Kuldeep
Dhalor, the joint mayoral candi-
date put up by the AAP and the
Congress, stepped down from the
mayor’s post.

“At the national convention of
the BJP in the national capital, the
top leadership asked Sonkar to
resign as mayor. Sonkar quit the
post after the same was conveyed
to him by Chandigarh BJP chief
Jatinder Malhotra. He submitted
his resignation to the Chandigarh
municipal corporation commis-
sioner,” a senior BJP leader said
on condition of anonymity. All the
BJP councillors have been asked

BJP as mayor resigns

to stay put at Kissan Bhawan in
Panchkula and wait for the
Supreme Court's verdict on the
poll, the leader added.

On January 30, the BJP won the
Chandigarh mayoral poll after the
chair scrapped eight votes of the
AAP-Congress in a controversial
decision, sparking allegations of
vote tampering. Dhalor was
tipped to win after the AAP, with
13 members, and the Congress,
with seven, joined hands and sup-
ported a joint nominee. But he
was defeated by Sonkar after the
nominated councillor officiating
the election, Anil Masih, declared
the eight votes invalid.

Dhalor subsequently moved
the high court, which, a day later,
refused to grant any relief on the
petition. The high court gave three
weeks to the Union Territory
administration and Masih,
director general of police, and
Sonkar to file their replies on the
plea. It also refused to restrain
Sonkar from discharging his func-
tions during the pendency of the
dispute in court.

On February 1, the AAP moved
the top court against the high
court’s decision. On February 5,
the top court said it will “notallow
democracy to be murdered” and
pulled up Masih, especially after
the bench perused through a
video that the judges said made it
obvious that the officer “defaced
ballot papers”.

POLICE ATTACH
HOUSES OF SIX
PEOPLE ACCUSED
IN HALDWANI CASE

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: Police in Nainital
have attached the properties of
at least six people accused for
the Haldwani violence, includ-
ing those belonging to the prime
suspect Abdul Malik and his son
Abdul Moid, a senior officer
aware of the developments said
on Sunday.

“We have attached residences
of six accused, including key
accused Abdul Malik and his
son Abdul Moid, in the Hal-
dwani violence. We have also
arrested three more accused,
who were absconding,” the offi-
cer said on condition of ano-
nymity.

Police had begun the confis-
cation of properties of the
accused under section 83
(attachment of property of per-
son absconding) of Code of
Criminal Procedure.

So far, 58 people have been
arrested in connection with the
violence that claimed five lives
and left 150 people injured.

The violence in Banbhool-
pura area of Haldwani district
broke out on the evening of Feb-
ruary 8, when civic authorities
razed two structures — Masjid
Mariam (mosque) and Abdul
Razzaq Zakaria madrasa —
alleging that they were illegally
built on state government
(“nazool”) land. As workers
from the Haldwani Municipal
Corporation and Nainital
administration razed the
20-year-old structure, residents
of the area set afire several vehi-
cles, a police station and hurled
stones at the demolition team as
well as police personnel,
according to police.

Police said Malik, who is
absconding, had constructed
the mosque and madrasa on the
concerned land.

Jharkhand is ready
to conduct a caste
survey, says new CM

Raj Kumar

letters@hindustantimes.com

RANCHI: Jharkhand chief minister
Champai Soren on Sunday
announced a caste survey to enu-
merate the state’s caste composi-
tion, with officials indicating that
the exercise will be held after the
Lok Sabha electionsin April-May.

With this, Jharkhand will
become the fourth state to hold
stich a caste-based headcount after
Telangana, which announced a
similar move on Friday, and
Andhra Pradesh and Bihar.

“Jiski jitni sankhya bhari, uski
utni hissedari (bigger the popu-
lation, bigger the share). Jhark-
hand is ready,” the chief minister
posted on X while sharing a
news report on the matter.

soren’s principal secretary
Vinay Kumar Choubey also con-
firmed the survey, saying the
“plan has been principally
approved”. “Earlier, it was not
decided who would carry out the
work, i.e, the rural development
department or personnel depart-
ment. Now it has been decided
that the work will be done by the
personnel department,” he said.

Asked if the government has
set any deadline for the comple-
tion of the exercise, the senior
IAS officer said: "It will be too
early to give any deadline. The
personnel department has to
prepare a standard operating
procedure (SoP) for the work.”

He added: “Besides this, the
(Lok Sabha) elections are near.
Soon the Model Code of Conduct
will be enforced and getting the
survey work done will not be
possible.” Choubey said “the sur-
vey will be held on the lines of
neighbouring Bihar™.

According to a senior leader of
the Congress, whichis a part of the

nothreatto
coalitiongovt’

NEW DELHI: The JMM-led
alliance in Jharkhand is
“strong” and there is no
threat to the coalition gov-
ernmentin the state, chief
minister Champai Soren
said on Sunday, amid
reports of resentment
brewing among a section
of Congress legislators over
the induction of four party
MLASs as ministers.
Soren, who is in the
national capital, made
the remarks before meet-
ing Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge.
After meeting Kharge,
he told reporters that it
was a courtesy meeting
with Kharge after taking
charge as CM. "We will
continue our journey of
progressiveness, public
welfare and social justice
in Jharkhand,” Kharge
saidina poston X, HTC

ruling Jharkhand Mukti Morcha-
led alliance, the decision was not
taken all of a sudden. “Earlier, the
Hemant Soren government was
also in favour of conducting a
caste survey, but it was not clear
who would conduct it,” the leader
said, seeking anonymity.

Rape survivor says sexually
abused by Tripura magistrate

Priyanka Deb Barman
letters@hindustantimes.com

AGARTALA: A 23-year-old rape
survivor in Dhalai district of Tri-
pura has alleged that she was
molested and sexually assaulted
by a magistrate inside his cham-
ber, prompting the district and
sessions judge to form a commit-
tee tolook into the matter, accord-
ing to people aware of the details.

[n a written complaint to the
Kamalpur Bar Association, which
was later forwarded to the Kamal-
pur additional districtand sessions
judge, the survivor said the alleged
incident took place on February 16
when she went to the chamber of
first class judicial magistrate to get
her statementrecorded in connec-
tion with her rape.

“I was asked to go into his
chamber alone and the police-
woman was asked to stay outside.
The judge closed the door and I

A THREE-MEMBER
PANEL LED BY
DISTRICT AND
SESSIONS JUDGE,
HAS BEEN FORMED
TOPROBE THE
ALLEGATIONS

was narrating the incident when
he asked me to stand up, groped
me and sexually assaulted me,”
the complaint, a copy of which HT
has seen, said.

“I rushed out of his chamber
and informed the lawyers and my
husband about the incident,” she
added.

According to the people cited
above, the woman’s husband sub-
sequently lodged a complaint with
the Kamalpur Bar Association.

Following the allegation, a
three member panel, led by Dha-

lai district and sessions judge
Gautam Sarkar and comprising
chief judicial magistrate Satyajit
Das was formed to probe the
case. Sarkar and Das also visited
the magistrate’s office to investi-
gate the case.

"A complaint was filed
addressed to the Kamalpur Bar
Association secretary. Our bar
association president received
the complaint. The complaint
was forwarded to the additional
district judge,” advocate Shiben-
dra Dasgupta, secretary of the
advocate body, said.

Meanwhile, a senior police offi-
cer said the woman was allegedly
raped by a 26-year-old man at her
residence on February 13. "A case
was lodged at Kachhucherra
police station on February 15. She
went to the judicial magistrate’s
office the next day to record her
statement,” the officer said, seek-
ing anonymity.

6 suspected poachers from Myanmar die

of starvation, dehydration in Andamans

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

PORT BLAIR: Bodies of six sus-
pected Myanmarese poachers
were found in remote Narcon-
dam island in Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, an officer said
on Sunday. It appears that the
poachers died of starvation and
dehydration on the small vol-
canic island after they ran out of
ration, the official said.

The small boat they used to
reach the island had developed
some snag and they could not
return. The bodies were found
lying a few metres from the
shore in a forest on the small
Narcondam island on Saturday.

Located in the easternmost
part of India, Narcondam in
North and Middle Andaman dis-
trict is only 126km from Myan-
mar’s Coco Island. It is formed of
andesite, a volcanic rock. The

On February 14, the Andaman police during asearch operation

apprehended two Myanmarese poachers.

island is classified as a dormant
volcano by the Geological Survey
of India (GSI).

The island covering an area of
approximately 7.6 square kilo-
metres is a hunting ground for
the poachers from Myanmar.

On February 14, the Andaman
police during a search operation
apprehended two Myanmarese
poachers from Narcondam

WIKIMEDIACOMMONS

Island. They were brought to
Port Blair and handed over to the
CID, the officer said.

During interrogation, they
revealed that six more poachers
from their country were hiding
in the forest of Narcondum.

“Immediately, a search team
of Andaman police swung into
action and they found bodies of
the six poachers,” the officer

said.

Preliminary investigation
revealed that the motorised
wooden dinghy in which they
entered the Indian Territory
developed some snag and they
took shelter in the jungle of Nar-
condum. “They ran out of ration
and drinking water and most
probably died of starvation.
There are no injury marks on
their bodies. The exact cause of
their death will be known only
after the post-mortem examina-
tion,” the officer said.

The bodies were brought to the
GB Pant Hospital in Port Blair
with the help of the Coast Guard
and further investigation is going
on. "The Union home ministry
and the external affairs ministry
have been informed about this to
fulfil the formalities at the interna-
tional level to hand over the bod-
ies to their Myanmar counter-
part,” the officer said.
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3 TMC ministers meet residents
of Sandeshkhali, CM targets BJP

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Three West Bengal
ministers on Sunday rushed to
Sandeshkhali, which has been
witnessing violent protests since
early this month against allega-
tions of sexual atrocities on
women and land grabbing by
local Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leaders, to speak to the residents
about their grievances, even as
chief minister Mamata Banerjee
blamed the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) for trying to create
disturbance in the state.

After meeting aggrieved peo-
ple who assembled at Kalinagar
village, fire services minister
Sujit Bose, irrigation minister
Partha Bhowmick and forest
minister Birbaha Hansda said
the ruling TMC will raise money
and compensate those who have
suffered losses because of local
party leaders. Sandeshkhali’s
TMC legislator Sukumar Mahata
also accompanied them.

“We are here to listen to the
grievances and also meet our
local leaders,” Bose said, and
claimed that allegations have
come from a few places in San-
deshkhali, which has 16 pancha-
yat areas. “We are not trying to
muzzle anyone’s voice; the
accused persons have been
arrested.”

The state land department
also opened camps to register
the complaints of villagers about
alleged land grabbing by some
local TMC leaders. Several farm-
ers have alleged their land were
forcefully grabbed and turned
into salt water fisheries over the
last decade, making the soil unfit
for conventional farming.

Since police have clamped

Trinamool Congress leader Shibu Hazra was sent to police

custody for eight days, on Sunday.

prohibitory orders under Section
144 of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure (CrPC), barring assembly
of five or more people, at 19 loca-
tions in Sandeshkhali, the minis-
ters said they met the villagers at
Kalingar, where the order was
not in force.

A six-member BJP panel,
headed by Union minister Anna-
purna Devi, was stopped from
visiting Sandeshkhali by the
administration, citing prohibi-
tory orders. BJP chief JP Nadda
had formed the high-level panel
to gather information from the
area and file a report to him at
the earliest.

Sandeshkhali, an assembly
constituency comprising 16 vil-
lage panchayats in North 24 Par-
ganas district, has been witness-
ing tensions since January 5,
when an Enforcement Director-
ate team that arrived to raid
TMC leader Sheikh Shahjahan’s

ANI

house in connection with a mon-
ey-laundering case was attacked
by a mob. Even as Shahjahan has
evaded arrest, since February 7,
villagers led by local women
have held violent protests
against alleged sexual harass-
ment and exploitation by local
TMC leaders.

So far, 18 people, including
local TMC leader Shibaprasad
Hazra and Uttam Sardar, both
members of the zilla parishad,
have been arrested in connec-
tion with complaints of sexual
assault, land grabbing, attempt
to murder and inciting violence
in Sandeshkhali.

Hazra, who was arrested late
on Saturday, was remanded in
police custody till February 26 by
the Barasat court on Sunday.
“Hazra has been charged with
gangrape, attempt to murder
and molestation,” public prose-
cutor Arun Pal told reporters.

A crowd assembled outside
the court premises demanded
arrest of Shahjahan, TMC's San-
deshkhali unit chief, who was
defended by chief minister
Banerjee a few days ago.

Local women, most of whom
belong to Scheduled Caste (SC)
and Scheduled Tribe (ST) com-
munities, have accused Hazra
and Sardar, another panchayat
member, of exploitation and tor-
ture. Both are known to be close
aides of Shahjahan.

Meanwhile, chief minister
Mamata Banerjee on Sunday
accused the BJP of orchestrating
the incident in Sandeshkhali
with the help of the Enforcement
Directorate (ED). Speaking at a
government event in Birbhum
district, the TMC chief said that
not a single woman in Sandesh-
khali has lodged any first infor-
mation report (FIR).

“Not a single woman (from
Sandeshkhali) has lodged any
FIR. It was me who directed the
police to lodge a suo motu case.
Our block president has been
arrested,” Banerjee said. “The
entire incident was engineered.
First, they (BJP) sent ED to San-
deshkhali and then the BJP
entered the area.”

She added that if “anyone
complained that money was
taken from them, then we will
return it. But nobody has made
such an allegation.”

Rejecting Banerjee's allega-
tions, state BJP’s chief spokes-
person Samik Bhattacharya said:
“The arrest of Shibaprasad
Hazra proves that rape and
molestation took place. If the
TMC is talking of returning
money, then it is evident that
extortion and land grabbing took
place at random.”

APEX COURT TO
HEAR PETITION
SEEKING TRANSFER
OF PROBE TODAY

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court is scheduled to hear on
Monday a public interest litiga-
tion seeking a court-monitored
CBI or SIT probe into the vio-
lence in Sandeshkhali village of
North 24 Parganas district
West Bengal.

A bench of justice BV
Nagarathna and justice Augus-
tine George Masih will hear the
PIL filed by advocate Alakh
Alok Srivastava. Earlier, on
February 16, the top court
agreed to hear the plea after it
was mentioned for urgent list-
ing by Srivastava.

The plea, filed by Srivastava
in his personal capacity, also
seeks compensation for the vic-
tims of the Sandeshkhali vio-
lence and action against offi-
cials of the West Bengal Police
for alleged dereliction of duty.

The plea also seeks transfer
of the probe and subsequent
trial outside West Bengal.
Besides, it secks an inquiry by a
three-judge committee as done
in the Manipur violence case.

Sandeshkhali has been wit-
nessing protests over allega-
tions of sexual abuse of women
by a local Trinamool Congress
leader. Several local women
have accused the local TMC
strongman Shajahan Sheikh
and his supporters of land-grab
and sexually assaulting them
under coercion.

A video grab of the brief interaction between S Jaishankar and
China’s Wang Yi at the Munich Security Conference 2024. PTI

Jaishankar meets

China’s Wang Yi
amid strain in ties

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

BELJING/MUNICH: External
affairs minister S Jaishankar and
his Chinese counterpart Wang Y1
met briefly in Germany on the
sidelines of the Munich Security
Conference, their first meeting in
over six months, people familiar
with the matter said on Sunday.

Video footage from the
Munich Security Conference
showed Jaishankar and Wang
having a brief chat on the side-
lines of the event attended by
top diplomats from across the
world. However, there has been
no official word on their discus-
sion from both capitals.

This was the first meeting
between the two leaders in over
six months. The two last met in
July in the Indonesian capital
Jakarta at the ASEAN Regional
Forum.The India-China rela-
tions have remained {rozen since
May 2020 when the People’s Lib-
eration Army (PLA) amassed
troops in eastern Ladakh led to a
deadly clash.

Since then both countries
have held 20 rounds of corps
commanders-level talks and
agreed to pull back forces at four
points. India is pressing the PLA
to disengage from the Depsang
and Demchok areas, maintain-
ing that there cannot be restora-
tion of normalcy in its relations
with China as long as the state of
the borders remains abnormal.

Wang along with Jaishankar
and a host of ministers from
multiple countries attended the
Munich Security Conference.

Earlier on Saturday, Wang in
his address to the conference on
said that protectionism and con-
cerns about security have
impacted world economy, while
unilateralism and bloc politics
have dealt a heavy blow to inter-
national system, the state-run
Xinhua news agency reported.

The Ukraine crisis has
dragged on and intensified, and
conflicts in the Middle East have
flared up again, Wang said, add-
ing that new challenges have
emerged one after another, such

EAM discusses
(Gaza row with
Palestinian
counterpart

MUNICH: External affairs
minister § Jaishankar on
Sunday met his Palestin-
ian counterpart Riyad
al-Maliki during which
they exchanged views on
the current situation in
war-torn Gaza.

Jaishankar is in Ger-
many to attend the pres-
tigious Munich Security
Conference.

"Nice to see Palestinian
Foreign Minister Riyad
al-Maliki. Exchanged
views on the current situ-
ation in Gaza,” the minis-
ter posted on X, sharing a
photograph of the meet-
ing. India has been push-
ing for a two-state solu-
tion to the Palestine issue.

During an interactive
session at a security con-
ference on Saturday, Jais-
hankar described the
October 7 attacks on Isra-
eli cities by Hamas as
“terrorism’. At the same
time, he said Israel has an
international obligation
to observe humanitarian
law.It is important that
Israel should have been
very mindful of civilian
casualties, he said.  pTI

as artificial intelligence, climate
crisis and polar regions in space.
China will work with the
United States to implement the
common  understandings
reached by their heads of state
and push China-US relations for-
ward on the right path of mutual
respect, peaceful coexistence
and win-win cooperation, he
said. China will push for stable
development of relations with
Russia and promote strategic
stability in Asia-Pacific region
and the world at large, he said.

Mamata takes on BJP
by invoking Emergency

HT Correspondent

letters@ hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjee on
Sunday drew a parallel between
arrests made by the Indira Gan-
dhi-led Congress government
during Emergency and those
being made today by the Bharat-
iya Janata Party (BJP) regime
using federal agencies, saying
both were done with an eye on
electoral gains.

Speaking at a government
event in Birbhum district, Baner-
jee, whose Trinamool Congress
(TMC) has already declared to go
solo in the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls dealing a major blow to the
opposition INDIA bloc, accused
the Congress of joining hands
with the BJP.

“During the Emergency, 2,000
people were put in jail. Indira
Gandhi thought she would win
the elections (in 1977), but she
lost. Today, the BJP is using ED
and CBI for elections,” Banerjee
alleged.

Referring to a series of high-
profile arrests of TMC leaders,
including party’s Birbhum unit
president Anubrata Mondal, by
federal agencies in various cases,
Banerjee said: “There can be alle-
gations but how can people be
kept in jail year after year with-
out trial? A conspiracy has been
hatched in Birbhum. Kesto (as

Mamata Banerjee

Mondal is fondly called) is in jail
for so long. If there is any allega-
tion against him, then he has the
right to defend himself.”

Mondal was arrested by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) in August 2022 in a cattle-
smuggling case. His daughter
was also arrested later and both
are currently lodged in judicial
custody in Delhi’s Tihar Jail
pending trial. She said: “The BJP,
Congress and CPI(M) have
joined hands. You saw this in the
last Lok Sabha, assembly and
panchayat polls.”

While the TMC swept the 2021
assembly polls and panchayat
elections last year, it faced a set-
back in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls
as the BJP wrested 18 of state’s
42 parliamentary seats.

Reacting to her comments,
state Congress leader Koustav
Bagchi said: “In an interview to
BBC, Indira Gandhi said she
thought arresting those people

was necessary under those cir-
cumstances but later realised
that it was a mistake. Mamata
Banerjee should realise that
those arrested during Emer-
gency did not face charges of
smuggling cattle, coal and rice
like her leaders.”

Banerjee also accused the
Union government of cancelling
Aadhaar cards of several people
in West Bengal.

“The Aadhar cards of 50 peo-
ple at Jamalpur in (West) Burd-
wan district have been cancelled.
This has happened in Birbhum,
North and South 24 Parganas
districts and the north Bengal
region as well. This is a conspir-
acy,” she alleged and ordered
state’s bureaucrats to launch a
portal for the people to register
complaints if their Aadhaar
cards have been cancelled.

“The elections will be
declared in one month. Those
who are not enrolled as voters
must get it done as soon as possi-
ble. Aadhaar or no Aadhaar,
none of our schemes will be
stopped,” she said.

The BJP rejected her allega-
tions, terming them “lies”. State
BJP leader Sajal Ghosh said:
“Mamata Banerjeeis telling lies
to secure votes. Aadhaar cards of
many people are suspended if
they do not link it to their PAN
card and update their bank
records.”
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MIGRATORY SPECIES TAKE CENTERSTAGE

The 14th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the Conservation of
Migratory Species of Wild Animals concluded on Saturday in Samarkand with some significant
decisions on conserving species facing extinction. Species relevant to India found special

mention in some of the agreements. A look at the key decisions

INDIA WELCOMES
AGREEMENTS

“The Initiative for the Central Asian Flyway will
bring paradigm shift in conservation of migratory |
birds through creation of a Coordination Unit in
India under the umbrella of the CMS which will
act as a platform for capacity building, !
knowledge sharing, research and coordinating
with all range countries and will pave way for
sustaining the population of over 600 species of
#migratorybirds that use the flyway,” the Union

environment ministry has said

6 species

—by Jayashree Nandi

get new priority conservation
measures, these include:

Chimpanzee Straw-coloured Blue Shark
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NEW MANDATE ON DEEP-SEA MINING

' The agreement confirms that there is a need to better understand
m the impacts of deep-seabed mineral exploitation activities on
migratory species, their prey and the ecosystems on which they

3 NEW ACTION
PLANS

for aquatic species
facing extinction:

It also urges countries interested in deep-seabed mineral
: ? exploitation activities, to consider the impacts of deep-seabed
® = mineral exploitation activities on migratory species with best
available science and precautionary approach

AMONG OTHER
RESOLUTIONS

| @ Recognising Central Asian Flyway, which
spans 30 range countries

. Atllant_il: Humpback |  petablishment of a coordinating unitin
Dolphin India with financial support from

© Hawksbill Turtle ~_government

® Angelshark ® Mandate on tackling bycatch and aquatic

- ~ wild meat

@ Impact of climate crisis; ecological
connectivity, insect decline and impact on
migratory species; ecotourism;
infrastructure and impact assessment;
light pollution among others.

' EXPERTS CALL FOR FURTHER

STUDY

~ "Itis wonderful that India is taking leadership for the

Central Asian Flyway. Due to global warming and

| other allied threats, migratory birds have been

declining. There is a need to urgently pay attention

to these groups. Further, we must study and

- understand the conservation needs of seabirds

- better. Other threats that emerge to large migratory
birds like eagles are electric wires - a threat that
must be mitigated,” said Neha Sinha, conservation

 biologist and author

Ajit reaches out to
Muslim community

G Mohiuddin Jeddy

htmumbai@ hindustantimes.com

NAVI MUMBAI: Nationalist Con-
oress Party (NCP) president Ajit
Pawar on Sunday reached out to
Muslim community, assuring
them that he would not allow
any injustice to take place while
he was in the government.

His party organised a state-
level minority community con-
fidence meeting in Vashi, where
the assurance was given by him
and other top leaders, including
MP Praful Patel, state NCP pres-
ident Sunil Tatkare and state
woman president Rupali Chak-
ankar.

The meeting held shortly
after the Ajit Pawar-led party
was recognised as the real NCP
by the assembly speaker had
Muslim leaders from across the
state, including former Con-

gress leader Baba Siddigue, who
joined the NCP on February 10.
Addressing the gathering,

Pawar said, "The NCP is a party

with a secular ideology. We are
inspired by Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj and follow the teach-
ings of Shahu Maharaj, Jyotiba
Phule and Ambedkar. The
minorities have always trusted
the NCP, and it is our duty to
ensure that the confidence con-
tinues.”

“Maintaining communal har-
mony is our responsibility,” he
added. “The Muslim commu-
nity is an integral part of the
country and it has made a huge
contribution in the battle for
India’s Independence.”

“Leaders like Baba Siddqui
have joined us because they
know that I take everyone along
and that is the key to success,”
the NCP leader said.

10 COAL MINERS
ABDUCTED NEAR
ARUNACHAL

BORDER: POLICE

SILCHAR: At least 10 labourers
working in a coal mine near
Assam-Arunachal Pradesh
border were abducted by a
group of suspected militants,
said police on Sunday.

The incident took in Chang-
lang district of Arunachal Pra-
desh on Saturday late-night, said
police. According to the initial
investigation, the kidnappers are
suspected to be members of
National Socialist Council of
Nagaland (NSCN) and United
Liberation Front of Assam Inde-
pendent (ULFA-I).

Tinsukia superintendent of
police Gaurav Abhijit Dilip con-
firmed the abduction but said
the police” are yet to confirm
the exact number of people kid-
napped”. “Arunachal Pradesh
police are investigating the mat-
ter. As per our initial investiga-
tion, some Assam residents are
among the kidnapped individu-
als,” he said.

According to the officials of
Arunachal Pradesh police, addi-
tional forces have been called for
the rescue operation. As of now,
no demand has been made from
the militant groups. HTC

{t CHURACHANDPUR VIOLENCE } GOVT WARNS OF ACTION

Refrain from going to work: ITLF to govt staft

Utpal Parashar

letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI: A prominent Kuki
outfit has asked Manipur gov-
ernment employees to refrain
from attending work in Chura-
chandpur district from Monday
as it again pressed for the rein-
statement of a suspended
police head constable from the
community and the removal of
two top officials and

On Thursday, two people
were killed when security for-
ces opened fire on a mob that
stormed a government com-
pound in the tribal-dominated
district during a protest against
the suspension of a cop over a
video of him with “armed vil-
lage volunteers”.

The Indigenous Tribal Lead-
ers Forum (ITLF) held superin-
tendent of police (SP) Shivan-
and Surve and deputy commis-
sioner Dharun Kumar
responsible for the violence,
setting a 24-hour deadline for
them to revoke the cop’s sus-
pension and leave the district.

“More than 24 hours have
passed since the ITLF gave an
ultimatum to cancel the sus-
pension order of head consta-
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A mobstormed a government compound and set buildings on
fire in Churachandpur on Thursday. PTI
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ble Siamlalpaul and replace
Churachandpur SP and DC, but
so far no cancellation or
replacement has been done...
State government employees
should refrain from going to
office...it will be their sole
responsibility if any untoward
incident happens,” it said in the
statement. ITLF spokesperson
Ginza Vualzong said the direct-
ive is not for central govern-
ment employees.

HT tried to reach out to
Manipur government spokes-

g 1T

person and health minister
Sapam Ranjan Singh for a
response to the ITLF statement
but could not get one immedi-
ately.

The state government on
Sunday issued an order, calling
the ITLF directive illegal. The
order, issued by chief secretary
Vineet Joshi said, that ‘No
work, No pay’ will be enforced
against those “employees who
do not attend their official duty
without authorised leave”. HT
has seen a copy of the order.

On Saturday, chief minister
N Biren Singh condemned the
violence in Churachandpur and
said that one person was
booked for threatening the SP,
who had issued the suspension
order against Siamlalpaul.

“Threats to the SP to leave
the district within 24 hours and
a social media post by a person
to kill him will not be tolerated.
The government does not to
take such threats easily. An FIR
has been lodged against one
Hauzel for his social media
post,” he had said.

After Thursday’s violence,
the Manipur government reim-
posed curtew in the district and
suspended internet services for
five days in the region.

Since May 2023, Manipur
has been in the throes of ethnic
violence between the majority
Meitei community and the
tribal Kukis, with other com-
munities increasingly sucked
into the violence that has con-
tinued unabated.

Over the past nine months,
at least 212 people have lost
their lives, and over 50,000
people have been displaced.

(With inputs from New Delhi)

Sharad Pawar

TOP COURT TO
HEAR PAWAR'S
PLEA AGAINST EC
DECISION TODAY

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
is scheduled to hear on Monday
a plea of Sharad Pawar challeng-
ing an Election Commission
order recognising the Ajit Paw-
ar-led faction as the real Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP).

A bench of justices Surya
Kant, Dipankar Datta and KV
Viswanathan is likely to hear
Sharad Pawar’s plea.

On February 16, the top court
had agreed to urgently list the
plea after Sharad Pawar stated
that a whip may be issued by the
faction led by Maharashtra dep-
uty chief minister Ajit Pawar.

Sharad Pawar had sought an
urgent hearing of his plea in the
wake of twin blows suffered by
the group led by him and the
consequential fear of facing
action for possible violations of
whip by his MLAs. He had
sought urgent hearing in view of
the February 15 order of Maha-
rashtra assembly speaker Rahul
Narwekar.

Narwekar held that the NCP
faction led by Ajit Pawar was the
real NCP and that the anti-defec-
tion provisions in the Constitu-
tion cannot be used to stifle
internal dissent. Prior to this, the
poll panel announced on Febru-
ary 6 that the Ajit Pawar faction
is the real NCP and also allotted
the party’s ‘clock’ symbol to the
group.The special Maharashtra
assembly session is beginning on
February 20.

Pawar senior, who founded
the NCP with former Lok Sabha
speaker PA Sangma and Tariq
Anwar in 1999 after their expul-
sion from the Congress, filed the
petition through Ilawyer
Abhishek Jebaraj.

Prior to him, the Ajit Pawar
faction had filed a caveat in the
Supreme Court to ensure that
no ex-parte order is passed in
favour of Sharad Pawar group if
the latter moves the top court.
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India, EU to begin 7th round

of discussions on FTA today

Rajeev Jayaswal
and Rezaul H Laskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : India and the Euro-
pean Union (EU) will launch the
seventh round of negotiations on
a free trade agreement (FTA) in
New Delhi on Monday, along
with talks on an investment pro-
tection agreement (IPA) and a
pact on geographical indications
(GIs).

This round of talks is expected
to last five days, three officials
aware of the development said on
condition of anonymity.

The sixth round of negotia-
tions, held in Brussels, concluded
on October 27, 2023. The previ-
ous round covered policy areas
related to goods and government
procurement offers, and the sev-
enth round is expected to include
services and investment, one of
the officials said.

The sixth round had also
focused on accelerating work on
the text presented by the two
sides and some progress was
made on technical matters, a sec-
ond official said. “The stage for
the seventh round has been set by
the chief negotiators of both sides
after two separate meetings —the
first in Brussels during mid-No-
vember and the second in New
Delhilast month,” the first official
said.

The two sides have already
held “substantial” discussions on
mattersrelated to goods and pub-
lic procurements in previous

MUNDRA DRUG
HAUL ACCUSED
ESCAPES FROM
POLICE CUSTODY

BHUJ: An accused in the case
related to the seizure of 2,988 kg
of heroin at Mundra port in Guj-
aratin 2021 escaped from police
custody in Punjab, where he was
taken for a court appearance in
another case, police said on Sun-
day.

Jobanjit Singh Sandhu, who
was taken from the Bhuj jail in
Kutch to appear before a court in
Amritsar in another case,
escaped on Saturday, Kutch
(West) Superintendent of Police
Mahendra Bagadiya said.

“He was being brought back
from Amritsar when he man-
aged to escape from the clutches
of the Gujarat police. A search
operation has been launched
with the help of local police, and
efforts are on to capture him,”
the official said.

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) seized around
2,988 kg of heroin worth around
221,000 crore from the contain-

THE SIXTH ROUND
CONSISTED OF

71 TECHNICAL
SESSIONS
COVERING 18 OF
THE 23 POLICY
AREAS AND
CHAPTERS

rounds, the third official said.
“The two sides were engaged
constructively in the last three to
four months to iron out differen-
ces and prepare the ground for
the seventh round,” he said.

The sixth round consisted of 71
technical sessions covering 18 of
the 23 policy areas and chapters.
These talks were held in-person
and virtually.

The proposed trade deal with
the EU is one of the most com-
plex FTAs being negotiated by
India. While there is interest on
both sides to take forward the
deal, a breakthrough is unlikely
before the general elections in
India and European Parliament
polls this year.

India will continue to oppose
the EU’s move to impose a carbon
tax or the Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Mechanism (CBAM) on
various imports at multilateral
forums such as the MCI3 at Abu
Dhabi later this month, but thisis
unlikely to affect the FTA talks, a
fourth person aware of the mat-
ter said on condition of anonym-

ity.

“India is committed to envi-
ronmental protection and is
doing more than it has commit-
ted at global forums. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has given a
call for LiFE [Lifestyle for the
Environment]. But India is
against making this part of trade
commitments, which would be
nothing but a non-trade barrier,”
the fourth person said, referring
to CBAM, which is a proposed
tariff on carbon-intensive prod-
ucts to offset carbon leakage.

CBAM could lead to tariffs of
upto 35% on imports of high-car-
bon goods such as steel, iron ore
and cement from India. EU offi-
cials have said CBAM will be
implemented gradually and that
their side is open to talks to
address India’s concerns.

Even as New Delhi opposes
measures such as CBAM being
made part of any trade deal, it is
preparing its industry to make
products with a low carbon foot-
print, such as green steel, green
cement and green hydrogen, the
fourth person said.

The EU's demands include
removing barriers to trade for
smaller European firms, opening
up services and the Indian public
procurement market, and negoti-
ations on such matters are being
done on the principles of reci-
procity and equity while protect-
ing the interests of India’s micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSMESs), the third official said.

“There are marked differences

Shervani quits as
national general
secretary of SP

former Union minister and
five-time former Lok Sabha
MP from Badaun in Uttar
Pradesh, on Sunday quit as
the Samajwadi Party’s
national general secretary,
citing the party’'s
“inappropriate” selection of
candidates for upcoming
Rajya Sabha polls and
“neglect” of the Muslim
community.

“I have repeatedly
requested a Rajya Sabha
seat for the Muslim
community... there was not
a single Muslim candidate...
The way you have
distributed tickets for the
Rajya Sabha shows you do
not give importance to PDA
(pichhde, Dalit and
alpsankhyak). Shervani,
who had joined the SP in
2020 from the Congress,
said he will continue to

LUCKNOW: Saleem Shervani,

sides in all aspects - size, invest-
ments and use of technology.
Hence, all such matters must be
negotiated on the principle of
equity,” he said. MSMESs, agricul-
ture and dairy are sensitive sec-
tors for India, he added.

The third official noted India is
the world’s fifth largest economy,
but is also a developing nation
with significantly low per capita
income compared to European
states. Reciprocal trade arrange-
ments farming and dairy are not
possible as Indian farmers are
very poor. For them, farming is
for subsistence rather than profit,
and the government is commit-
ted to protect their interests, he
added. Unlike therecently signed
FTAs with Australia and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), the
proposed deal with the EU is
comprehensive in terms of size
(27 member countries) and scope
(the range of subjects under
negotiation), and hence, the pact
will take more time, the third offi-
cial said.

India and the EU resumed
bilateral trade and investment
negotiations about a month after
Modi participated in a leaders’
meeting in May 2021 at the invita-
tion of European Council Presi-
dent Charles Michel. Thiswas the
first time the EUhosted a meeting
with India in the EU+27 format.

The negotiations that were
stalled for almost nine years were
relaunched in 2022 along with
separate talks for the IPA and the

between the MSMESs of the two  agreement on GIs.
Rahul seeks release  Wanted gangster
of aid to kin of Kerala killed, 2 cops injured
tusker attack victims in Punjab encounter

WAYANAD: Senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Sunday sought immediate
release of compensation to
the families of two victims
of the recent wild elephant
attacks in Kerala's Wayanad
district, which is also his
Lok Sabha constituency.

“We've been facing these
tragedies that are coming
out of man-animal conflict
for some time... We've told
the administration to pay
the compensation quickly
and effectively and not delay
it,” Gandhi said.

Gandhi also met the
families of Aji (42), who
was trampled to death by a
radio-collared elephant in
the Mananthavady area of
Wayanad last week, and
Paul, an eco-tourism guide
of the forest department
who was killed by a wild
tusker near Kuruva island

CHANDIGARH: A wanted
gangster was killed and two
Punjab Police personnel
were injured in an
encounter in Barnala
district on Sunday, a senior
police officer said.

At least 60 cases were
registered against the
gangster, Gurmeet Singh
alias Kala Dhanaula, Punjab
director general of police
(DGP) Gaurav Yadav said in
a post on X. "Ina major
breakthrough, Anti
Gangster Task Force
(#AGTF) of
@PunjabPolicelnd
neutralizes wanted A
category Gangster Gurmeet
Singh @ Kala Dhanula ata
farmhouse in Badbar,
District Barnala,” he said.

The police party fired
back in self-defence. An
inspector and a sub-
inspector were injured in

ers at Mundra port in Kutch in work for the party. on Friday. the cross-firing, he said.
September 2021 PTI
BJP NEEDS BIGGER WIN that “aayega toh Modi hi” (Modi  gress, the PM said it is the frontoftheresidences of Bhar-

ments,” Modi said in his nearly
hour-long speech.

“l am a person who worries
about the nation. If I had wor-
ried about my own home, it
would not have been possible to
make homes for crores of Indi-
ans... the dreams of crores of
people are Modi’s resolve and it
is for the realisation of those
dream that we work hard with
seva bhav (selfless service),” he
said.

Instructing the party workers
to go to the people with a report
card of the BJP's good govern-
ance, clean administration and
blemish-free image of the PM
ahead of the polls due this sum-
mer, he said neither his party
nor he engaged in “rajneeti’
(politics) but had been toiling
for the sake of “rashtraneeti”
(national policy).

“A senior leader once told me
you have accomplished enough,
first as CM and then as PM and
that I should now rest. But I am
working for rashtraneeti, not
rajneeti... We follow the ideals of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
and are inspired by him,” he
said amid sloganeering by the
11,000-strong audience.

What the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) gov-
ernment has achieved in the last
10 years is just the first step, he
said, adding that several deci-
sions are pending, for which the
party cadres must ensure an
emphatic win.

“We will have to take a long
jump and for the accomplish-
ment of all targets, the first con-
dition is the zordar (emphatic)
return of the BJP to power,” he
said.

While he called on party
workers to reach out to first-
time voters, women and each of
the beneficiaries of government
schemes to elicit their support
and ensure the NDA meets its
400-seat target, he appeared
confident of returning for a
third consecutive term, claim-
ing that several foreign govern-
ments have extended invita-
tions to him through July and
September as even they know

will come to power).

The PM has set a target of
winning 370 seats for the BJP
and 400 for the NDA. On Satur-
day, he told party colleagues
that winning 370 seats will be
their homage to party ideologue
and Jana Sangh founder Syama
Prasad Mookerjee who cam-
paigned for the abrogation of
Article 370 from Jammu &
Kashmir.

In his valedictory address on
Sunday, the PM did not shy
away from taking credit for a
multitude of policy interven-
tions that have brought econ-
omy on track, empowered the
poor, marginalised and the
womern.

“India’s pace and the deter-
mination to accomplish big tar-
gets is being acknowledged by
the world. The country is not
dreaming small dreams or mak-
ing small resolutions. It is our
sapna and sankalp (dream and
resolve) to make India viksit
(developed),” he said.

The PM said all nations are
now eager to establish closer
ties with India.

In an outreach towards
women, who have emerged as a
crucial votebank for the BJP, the
PM said he was the first Prime
Minister to speak about the dig-
nity of women and their safety
from the ramparts of the Red
Fort.

He said the BJP is bringing
together the power of the youth,
women and farmers to build a
viksit Bharat. "In the coming
days our mothers, sisters, and
daughters will have multiple
options,” he said.

He said it was the BJP that
gave the marginalised commu-
nities representation in the
council of ministers for better
political representation. “For
the first time, a woman has
become a member of the Rajya
Sabha from Nagaland. We are
proud that for the first time we
have given a place to a person
from Tripura and Arunachal
Pradesh in the council of minis-
ters,” he said.

Training his guns at the Con-

responsibility of every party
worker to “save the country”
from the grand old party.

“Their track record is before
us... it is the mother of instabil-
ity, corruption, appeasement,
and dynastic politics,” he said.

Referring to the Congress as
“confused”, he said there is a
fight going on in the party not
about ideals or policies, but over
attacking Modi.

“There is a section that says
Modi should be hated and per-
sonal allegations made to
destroy his image. The other
section that is rooted in the
party’s ideology, says this hurts
the Congress more. They are not
fighting with us over ideological
issues, therefore, abuses and
false accusations against Modi
have become their agenda,” he
said.

The PM said the completion
of the Ram Temple is the ful-
filment of a 500-year-old dream.

During his address, the PM
also got emotional upon receiv-
ing the news of the demise of
Jain monk Acharya Vidhyasa-
gar Maharaj. Later, condoling
the death, the PM said he will be
remembered by the coming
generations for his invaluable
contributions to society.

“I had the honour of receiv-
ing his blessings for years. I can
never forget my visit to the
Chandragiri Jain Mandir in
Dongargarh, Chhattisgarh late
last year. That time, I had spent
time with Acharya Shri 108 Vid-
hyasagar Ji Maharaj Ji and also
received his blessings,” the
Prime Minister said in a post on
X.

FARM TALKS

towards Delhi.

Police and security forces
have sought to keep the agita-
tors at bay, hurling tear gas
shells, firing water cannons and
baton-charging protesters to
avoid them barrelling through
the blockades.

Meanwhile, the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha, an umbrella
group of 37 farmer unions, on
Sunday said it will protest in

atiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders
in Punjab for three days from
Tuesday to press the Centre into
accepting the farmers’
demands.

Earlier, Dallewal, one of the
farmer leaders who has helmed
the current round of protests,
said the government should
meet the protesters’ demands
before the model code of con-
duct comes into force.

“If the government thinks it
will continue to hold meetings
till the model code is imposed,
and then say it cannot do any-
thing as the code is in force... the
farmers are not going to
return, he said.

“The government should find
a solution to our demands
before the model code of con-
duct comes into force,” Dallewal
said.

Meanwhile, several farm
leaders held a panchayat in Kur-
ukshetra, Haryana on Sunday
with Bharatiya Kisan Union
(Charuni) chief Gurnam Singh
Charuni and other khaps to
chalk out a course of action to
lend their support to Punjab’s
protesting farmers.

“It was decided that all farm-
ers organisations would hold a
united protest in support of the
agitation,” Charuni said after
the panchayat.

Several other decisions have
been kept in abeyance for now
and will depend on the outcome
of the negotiations with the
Centre, Charuni said, adding
that a four-member panel has
been formed to connect all
farmers in the National Capital
Region (NCR) with those from
Delhi.

Another Khap leader who
attended the meeting told news
agency PTI that farmers will
reach Delhi and protest if the
talks fail.

Meanwhile, the suspension of
internet services has been
extended in certain areas of
some Punjab districts, including
Patiala, Sangrur and Fatehgarh
Sahib, till February 24 on the
orders of the Union ministry of
home affairs.

t GREEN PIECE }

REDESIGNING OUR
CITIES FOR WATER
CONSERVATION
NEED OF HOUR

Bharati Chaturvedi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: We know that 2024
is being touted as the year with
the unseen heat and high tem-
peratures. Even as recently as
February9 of this year, the tem-
perature at some stations was
among the hottest, as reported
earlier by the HT.

This may not necessarily
mean another year of intense
heat, but it certainly indicates
that there is a possibility.

India should prepare in multi-
ple ways for the possible rise in
temperature. Water is a top pri-
ority, as previous summers have
shown us.

According to the World Bank,
India constitutes 18% of the
world population, but only 4% of
its water resources, making it
among the most water-stressed
in the world. I won't compile a
to-do list, but restrict myself to
the urgency of the rapidly urban-
izing India. Let’s redesign our
cities in three key ways to circu-
late water instead of using and
throwing it like a linear com-
modity. First, recycle grey water
in a decentralised manner, using
it for gardens, road washing and
more. All parks and institutions
with open areas should harvest
rainwater, with transparently
available evidence. Second, we
cannot ignore the concretisation
of more and more surfaces, both
as a dust control mechanism and
for aesthetics. Why not modify
this, sowater can percolate opti-
mally. The current ‘open tiles’ do
not do that adequately. And
third, technology like water sav-
ing devices should be made the
norm, from taps to industry.

In other words, water should
be captured and kept usable. The
temperature gauges tell us there
is almost no time left.

(The writer is the founder and

director of Chintan Environmental
Research and Action Group)

RECYCLE GREY
WATER IN A
DECENTRALISED
MANNER, USING I'T
FOR GARDENS,
ROAD WASHING
AND MORE

Fresh snowfall in Himach
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Fresh snowfall hit the Solang Valley of Himachal Pradesh on Sunday. The MeT department has

sounded a red alert for heavy to very heavy rain and snow in seven of the state’s 12 districts for

Monday.

ANI

Decoding Pak elections and
the implications for region

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Last Thursday, vot-
ers in Pakistan exercised their
franchise in the country’s first
general elections since the July
2018 election that brought former
prime minister Imran Khan to
power. In 2022, Khan was ousted
in an unprecedented no confi-
dence vote and now finds himself
behind bars.

In a stunning reversal of for-
tune, independent can- -
didates backed by
Khan's political party,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTT), emerged as the
single largest party, with
allegations of vote rig-

GRAND

tional Peace.

In the months before the elec-
tion, the PTI was repressed with
party members jailed, harassed,
and eventually forced to contest
the 2024 elections as independ-
ents. Pakistan's powerful military
was widely seen as the guiding
force behind these moves. But the
election results appear to have
caught the military—and perhaps
many Pakistanis—by surprise.

Elaborating on the unantici-
pated result, Waseem told host
Milan Vaishnav: “It was
exciting because ini-
tially, in the lead-up to
the polls, there was this
idea that people were
not interested. The
momentum, the energy,

ging rampant. Mean- T AMASH A the excitementwere not

while, Pakistan’s tradi-

there, which made peo-

tional political heavy-

ple seem quite disheart-

weights are engaged in a furious
effort to form a coalition govern-
ment.

“Everyone’s reading of the
events before the election is out
the window. And everyone has to
start from scratch and figure out
what has happened,” said sociolo-
gist Zoha Waseem, an assistant
professor in the department of
sociology at the University of
Warwick. She made these com-
ments on last week’s episode of
Grand Tamasha, a weekly pod-
cast co-produced by HT and the
Carnegie Endowment for Interna-

ened and think that voters are not
going to turnout, this is already
set, and everything is already
engineered and the stage has
been managed.” However, she
noted, “once the results start com-
ing in, the excitement comes
because you're suddenly seeing
that this is not going as predicted;
this was not going as per the mili-
tary's plans.”

Waseem remarked that many
political observers did not predict
this shock outcome because “they
underestimated Imran Khan's
pull and the way that he inspires

young voters in a way that PMLN
[Pakistan Muslim League
(Nawaz)] has not been able to do.
We also underestimated Khan's
voters and supporters’ creativity
and improvisation,” she said. In
spite of months of repression, PTI
supporters found ways of using
mobile phone applications to
inform their supporters where to
go on the day of the polls. And
they found ways of communicat-
ing with their voters using artifi-
cial intelligence and other tactics
on social and digital media.

“"What the establishment was
trving to do was keep Khan outof
the public eye,” Waseem
remarked, “but PTI's supporters
and workers were really crafty
and creative in keeping the con-
versation going and allowing
Khan to keep inspiring voters the
day of the polls.” To add insult to
injury, the military overplayed its
hand. “"The army thought that
using so much repression, using
all these cases to delegitimize
Khan would work in its favour,”
she explained. “At some point, it
started backfiring.”

(&

Listen: Scan the
L QR code to listen
to the next episode of Grand
Tamasha's latest season

| Chief Engineer, Uttarakhand Rural Roads Development Agency

First Floor, Directorate of Panchayatiraj,
Opp-IT Park, Sahastradhara Road, Dehradun

Ref. No. 2317 / 11-02(xix)-2/ITCO/JURRDA/23 Dated : 17-02-2024

PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)
e-Procurement Notice- 33/2023-24

The Chief Engineer, URRDA on behalf of Governor of Uttarakhand
invites the item rate bids in electronic tendering system for construction
of works under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in the Districts
of Tehri for 01 number of Packages with estimated cost totaling to
Rs. 1.50 Crore including their maintenance for five years from the eligible
contractors (Class-A and above) registered with PWD/CPWD or
equivalent®.

Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement:
19-02-2024.

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid
documents are available online and should be submitted online in
www.pmgsytendersuk.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register
in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the bidder
is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the
authorized Certifying Authorities.

The bidders are required to submit original affidavit regarding
correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions
of Clause 4.4 B (ii) of ITB with CONCERNED CIRCLE OFFICES,
mentioned in SBD/MBD, only up to or before the time and date of the
submission of the Bids (for World Bank funded works) and on a date
not later than three working days after the opening of technical
qualification part of the bid (for Regular PMGSY Works), either by
registered post or by hand, failing which the bids shall be declared
non-responsive. No physical documents will be accepted after the closing
date and time of submission of bids.

Last Date / Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 26-02-2024
01:00 PM.

For further details please log on to www.pmgsytendersuk.gov.in.
Chief Engineer,
URRDA, Dehradun
* Non Registered bidders may submit bids, however, the successful
bidders must get registered in appropriate class with appropriate
authorities before signing the contract.
Note : For e-Procurement for any sort of queries 0135-2608125
number may be contacted 10:00 AM to 05:00 PM.
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Important Events and Time Schedule- Date of calling NIT-

15.02.2024, Bid Start Date - 19.02.2024, Pre Bid Meeting date-

26.02.2024, Bid Due Date- 08.03.2024, PHY Doc. Submission Last

Date- 11.03.2024, PQ Document Download Date- 11.03.2024.
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Where as complaint has been made before me that accused Kamlesh
W/o Li. Sh. Satbir, R/o- Flat No. 135, MCD Colony, Sector-04,
Rohini, Delhi has committed (or suspected to have committed) the
offence in case registered vide FIR No. 1497/2017 U/s 125
Electricity Act PS. Vijay Vihar, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused Kamlesh
can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said Kamlesh has absconded (or is concealing myself to
avoid the service ofthe said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Kamlesh of case

FIR No. 1497/2017 U/s 125 Electricity Act PS. Vijay Vihar, Delhi is

required to appear before this court (or before me) to answer the
complaint on or before the day of 20.03.2024.

By Order,

Sh. Jitendra Singh

Additional Session Judge(Electricity)

North-West, Court No.205

DP/1987/RD/2024 (Court Matter) Rohini Court, Delhi

. Admin Building — Second Floor Piplani- Bhopal,

BHARAT HEAVY ELECTRICALS LIMITED, BHOPAL
ﬂ#ﬂ (CMM-SUPPLIER DEVELOPMENT CELL)
REGISTRATION AS A SUPPLIER IN BHEL BHOPAL
Suppliers are requested to apply through online supplier
registration portal for registration in bhel -bhopal so that they
can participate in limited tenders of bhel-bhopal.

Our regular procurement list can be found at
hitps://supplier.bhel.in/ ->material search. Select plant as
hep-bhopal.

Apart from regular procurement list as above, bhel-bhopal
requires vendors for some specific items that are not either
supplied by indian supplier or have a low supplier base. List
can be accesed through https://bpl.bhel.com/mm/ click on-
vendors required for given item or pmd items with less than 4
vendors.

You are requested to apply online for registration in bhel-
bhopal for supplying items as mentioned in above list. Link for
registration can be accessed from https://supplier.bhel.in/.

Read steps for filling the application form and apply for
Fegistralan. Supplier Development Cell

RESERVE BANK OF INDIA

Estate Department, Central Vista, Sector — 17 Chandigarh
hitps://www.rbi.org.in

NOTICE FOR E-TENDER

Providing In Facility Management Services (IFM
Residential Colonies of Reserve Bank of India, Chandigarh
(E-Tender No. RBI/Chandigarh Regional Office/Estate/11/23-24/ET/541

Reserve Bank of India (the Bank) invites tenders through e-tendering for providing Integrated
Facility Management Services (IFMS) in the Bank's Premises and Residential Colonies of
Reserve Bank of India, Chandigarh. The estimated cost of the work is ¥2,78,01,461/- (incl.
of GST) anly.

2. Interested tenderers are mandatorily required to fulfil pre-qualification criteria and
registered on www.mstcecommerce.com for participation.

3. Tender documents can be downloaded from the Bank's website www.rbi.org.in from
February 19, 2024 from 05:00 PM onwards. The tender can be filled through e-tendering at
hitps://www.mstcecommerce.com/eprocn/ from February 19, 2024 (05:00 PM onwards)
till March 21, 2024 (11:00 AM). Part | of the tender will be opened on March 21, 2024 at
03:00 PM through the MSTC website.

4. For complete details and to download the tender the documents, please see the tender link
on the RBI website at https://www.rbi.org.in/Scripts/BS_ViewTenders.aspx

9. All corrigendum [/ modifications / changes, if any, will be published only on the Bank's
website www.rbi.org.in and www.msicecommerce.com.

6. The Hindi version of this notice is also available at the Bank's website and in Hindi
newspaper, Punjab Kesari in Chandigarh/Panchkula/Mohali region and in Hindi Newspaper,
Hindustan Hindiin New Delhi region.

in the Bank's Premises an

Regional Director
Reserve Bank of India, Chandigarh
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Message from
Sandeshkhali

Bengal govt must uphold the rule of law, TMC
needs to heed message from the grassroots

n 2011, the Trinamool Congress (TMC) led by
Mamata Banerjee won a landslide victory in the
West Bengal assembly elections to end 34 years
of uninterrupted CPM-led Left Front rule. A key
promise of the TMC then was poriborton (change).
The change Banerjee promised was not just a
change of government but also a change of the toxic
political culture, produced by a self-serving nexus
of party cadres and government machinery.
Protests in Singur and Nandigram over land
acquisition led to a groundswell against the CPM
organisation and later, the government, in the
2010s. Land acquisition may have been the
immediate trigger, but underlining the protests
then was anger against the party-government that
had refused to let people breathe, and voice their
discontent against party cadres and policies. The
ongoing protests in Sandeshkhali, a village in North
24 Parganas, suggest that the plot has not changed
in West Bengal politics even though the cast has.
Sandeshkhali is a throwback to the past when the
party in office thought it could ignore public anger
and back tainted leaders. Chief minister Banerjee
needs to uphold the rule of law and ensure that the
state machinery implements the law impartially
and is seen to be doing so. It has not helped that the
state police are unable to apprehend Sheikh
Shahjahan, a TMC leader, on the run in an alleged
ration scam. The violence in Sandeshkhali started
when a mob attacked Enforcement Directorate
officials who were raiding Shahjahan’s residence
on January 5. Since then, allegations of land grab
and sexual harassment, including child abuse, have
been levelled against Shahjahan and his aides. State
police were late to act on the charges while the
TMC accused the BJP and the Left-Congress
leadership as well as the state governor, CV Ananda
Bose, of politicising the case. On Saturday, gang
rape charges were finally and belatedly filed against
TMC leaders named in the case following intense
pressure from the ground and the Opposition.
Violence has been a leitmotif of politics in West
Bengal since the late 1960s. The Congress and the
CPM used it to suppress political opposition. In
office, the TMC has followed the same template,
using its presence in government to influence all
aspects of civic life and the political process, to
monopolise power and control public institutions.
Sandeshkhali suggests that the people have had
enough; itis a warning the TMC needs to heed,
especially with national elections around the corner.

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

Restive farmers,

responsive State

Agriculture in India needs
redress — but its problems
are not exceptional

armers in certain parts of
the country are restive once
again. They have started
marching towards Delhi to
exert pressure on the Union
government through sit-
ins. They claim the government has
not kept the promises it made to
them. However, one question arises: If
farmers are present throughout the
country, why is their agitation not
nationwide? I'll try to explain this in a
bit, but first, let us first talk about a
similar situation in Europe.
Farmers from several European
countries recently drove their trac-
tors into major cities there. They
blockaded highways and attempted
to halt the operation of ports. Govern-
ments in France, Germany, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Hungary, Italy, Poland, and
Spain all succumbed to the protests.
Farmers were angry owing to the pol-
icies of their respective governments,
and they believed they were being
treated unfairly. Resource-rich
France and Germany swiftly agreed
to some of the farmers’ demands.

France reinstated cuts to fuel subsi-
dies and scrapped the law that
restricted pesticide use. Germany has
also announced similar measures.
The European Union has put forward
numerous proposals on the use of fer-
tilisers and pesticides that farmers
believe are not in their best interests.
They have also been assured that the
policy would be reassessed.

Can European farmers be com-
pared with those in Punjab and Hary-
ana? The circumstances are certainly
different, but there are similarities as
well.

Agriculture in India needs a new
vision and strategy, and not just ad
hoc interventions. It will now have to
adapt to changing circumstances.
Agriculture has shaped our society
and culture for centuries, but farm-
ers have always been under stress.
They continue to worry over the
decreasing size of land holdings,
increasing water scarcity, and land
becoming progressively infertile. Has
the government turned a blind eye to
their problems, forcing them to
obstruct road and railway traffic?

In the 2019 interim budget, the
Union government resolved to grant
farming households 6,000 each year
from the treasury. Similarly, during the
Covid-19 pandemic, the government

began providing free foodgrain and
edible oil every month to the needy.

These schemes have since contin-
ued, and are regarded as a great aid
in the villages of Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and Bihar, which I have
visited. The central and state govern-
ments also operate numerous social
programmes for children of farmers
and agricultural labourers and for
women involved in farming. The
needy benefit from direct cash trans-
fers to farmer accounts. Not just that,
this class is also entitled to several
other agricultural concessions. It
does not require any greatinsight to
discern the positive impact these
have had on the rural economy.

If this is the case, why are farmer
and farm worker suicide rates climb-
ing year after year?

According to National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) data, 11,290
persons associated with agriculture
died by suicide in 2022. Of these,
5,027 were farmers, while 6,083
worked on farms as labourers. This
year, such deaths have grown by
3.75% over last year. These are wor-
rying figures, to be sure, but not
everyone who is experiencing bad
luck is associated with agriculture. In
data from 2022, 170,921 suicides were
reported to the NCRB. Of these, 11.6%

Agriculture in India needs a new vision and strategy, and not just ad hoc

interventions

were self-employed, 11.6% were
housewives, 9.6% were unemployed,
9.2% were employed, and 7.6% were
students. Another 26% were daily
wage workers. Farmers ranked sev-
enth on this list,

But a suicide is a suicide. The
entire social and economic system
must be held accountable for this,
but the solution takes resources,
time, and patience.

Another issue also needs to be dis-
cussed here. It is commonly stated
that the agriculture sector contrib-
uted more than half of India’s gross
domestic product (GDP) when the
country gained Independence in
1947. In 2022-23, this became just
15%. This figure is sometimes pre-
sented as a reflection of the deterio-
rating situation in agriculture,

PTI

despite the fact that in rapidly devel-
oping countries, industry, trade, and
service sectors are expanding signifi-
cantly. Had this not occurred, agri-
culture’s small percentage of the
total GDP of the richest countries in
the world — the United States and
Germany — would not have contin-
ued to remain at just 1%.

Are the demands made by the pro-
testing farmers unjustified? No. They
have their own grief and suffering.
We have to look at these. But it is
impossible to overlook the fact that
other sections of the population also
require government assistance just
as much, if not more, as the figures
here make evident.

Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindu-
stan. The views expressed are personal

Indian wrestling still
down on the mat

he United World Wrestling (UWW), which is
T the sport’s international governing body, lifted

the suspension of the Wrestling Federation of
India last week. The UWW, on August 23, 2023,
banned the Indian wrestling body for failing to hold
elections within the required period and for
operating without a president for six months. The
UWW’s decision came with some conditions
though. It urged a guarantee for non-discrimination
against the protesting wrestlers (Vinesh Phogat,
Bajrang Punia and others) and also said the WFI
would have to re-convene the elections of its
Athletes’ Commission no later than July 1, 2024. The
immediate impact of the decision is that the Indian
wrestlers will now be able to compete under the
national flag at the UWW events.

But the protesting wrestlers aren’t happy with the
decision because it means the faction controlled by
BJP MP Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, which won the
elections in December 2023, will be running the
show. The wrestlers have dashed off a letter of
protest to the UWW and the sports ministry. As
things stand, there is little that the ministry can do.
[t had already suspended WFI and given that the
elections were held in a fair manner, there is no
reason for UWW to change its decision. In this
scenario, the best option for the wrestlers would be
to take the matter to court and ask for the elections
themselves to be declared null and void.

This will still not solve the problem though as the
body has many Singh loyalists across India. To truly
change things, the body itself will need to be
reformed and that is a process that will take time.
Parachuting a candidate to the top post may not be
the solution Indian wrestling, a sport that has
fetched international acclaim for the country, needs.

Govt must rethink the
role of defence attaché

n international politics, diplomacy and

the military are inextricably linked. There

is no consensus, however, on the precise

boundaries separating the military and
foreign policy domains. For instance, should
the depth and extent of foreign military coop-
eration be decided by diplomats or military
professionals? Ideally, this is a deliberative
process, but, as with matters pertaining to dif-
ferent bureaucracies, there is always some
tension. Many American diplomats deride the
outsized role of the Pentagon in the United
States (US)’s foreign policy. India’s story
reflects its tradition of strong civilian control
over the military — diplomats, for better and
for worse, have been firmly in the driving
seat. But with growing capabilities and inter-
ests, we need to reconsider the current terms
of the partnership between the military and
our diplomats. Ironically, recent policy meas-
ures — of redeployment of military
attachés — may end up narrowing
the scope of the military’'s overseas
engagements.

The military’s main point of con-
tact for its overseas engagements is
through the office of the defence
attaché. Since Independence, India
has progressively increased the

n']t'
Mukherjee

Russia was cut from 10 to seven, in France
from three to two and, quite surprisingly, in
the United Kingdom (UK), from three to one.
The officers were removed altogether from
countries like Chile and Sudan, among oth-
ers. For the first time ever, officers were
posted in countries such as Spain, Djibouti,
Philippines, Tanzania and Poland. This was
perhaps necessary to fill voids and explore
opportunities for defence trade. However,
the reduction inevitably decreases the capa-
bilities of these missions.

Such tinkering also reveals a piecemeal
approach to this issue. Instead, the govern-
ment should think more creatively about
defence diplomacy. First, there is a strong
case to be made to drastically increase the
number of such military missions world-
wide. The number of Indian military attachés
abroad stands at 64 currently, with uncon-
firmed reports that this may rise to
70. This is grossly inadequate for the
expanding arc of India’s interests
and engagements. In contrast, China
has military attachés in over 110
countries, with varying numbers of
officers posted in each. The UK has
around 145 attachés whereas the US
has a much larger number. To be

number of defence attachés posted

sure, all three are resource-rich

worldwide. Currently, there are
around 64 military officers, and
supporting enlisted staff, assigned to about
55 military missions. The number of staff
posted at these missions, and their service
affiliations, divulge the “revealed preferen-
ces” of its military and foreign engagements.
For instance, until very recently, India had 10
officers posted to its mission in Moscow,
indicative of its military-technical exchange
and its Cold-War-era reliance on Russian
platforms. Moreover, indicative of the lead-
ing component of its bilateral engagement,
the three services have divided up their
responsibilities. For instance, naval officers
serve as defence attachés to Sri Lanka, Singa-
pore, Indonesia, Australia, and Japan,
among others, whereas Army officers are
posted to countries like Turkey, Malaysia,
South Korea, and Italy, and air force officers
to countries like Brazil, Egypt and Israel.
Recently, the strength of military officers
posted to different missions was “rational-
ised”. Citing the need to enhance defence
exports and engagement with other coun-
tries, officers and their supporting staff were
reduced and “redeployed” from some mis-
sions to others. Hence, the number posted in
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The ministry of external affairs needs to
shed a gatekeeping attitude towards
military diplomacy HT ARCHIVE

countries and so these numbers
should be considered aspirational
rather than absolute.

Second, and perhaps more importantly,
the government should stop thinking of mili-
tary attachés as mere procurement officers
posted to further technical and defence trade.
Instead, military attachés have other equally
critical functions, such as influencing and
interacting with the host country and with
other members of the diplomatic commu-
nity, gathering intelligence, and projecting
perspectives. To be sure, these are intangi-
bles — and bureaucrats abhor unquantifiable
outcomes. Nonetheless, military attachés
should be essential to any diplomatic strat-
egy. They are even more important as a
potential channel of engagement in the
Global South, where the military is a promi-
nent political actor.

Third, the military itself needs to rethink
its policy on posting attachés. So far, it posts
career officers, which is a great exposure and
learning curve for such officers. However,
this also prevents an in-depth knowledge and
continuing regional expertise among the offi-
cers. To address this, the military may con-
sider creating a separate stream, akin to the
US foreign area officers, for individuals
inclined towards such a career. It may be
best, therefore, to have a mix of careerist and
area specialists. Unfortunately, however, the
military seems stuck in desultory debates
aboutinter-services allocations of attachés.

Eventually, military attachés are best util-
ised if they are adequately empowered. In
fact, current service rules, relics of a bygone
era, prohibit officers from interacting with
foreigners. The ministry of external affairs
also needs to shed a gatekeeping attitude
towards military diplomacy. There are
ambassadors and high commissioners who
confidently engage and utilise the services of
the military. Equally, there are others who
keep the military at a distance. India’s inter-
ests are best served with a partnership
between these two equals — confidently pro-
jecting and protecting our country’s interests.

Anit Mukherjee is a senior lecturer at the India
Institute at King’s College London. The views
expressed are personal

WANG YI
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Making ‘de-risking’

into

‘de-China’, building ‘small yards =3

and high walls’ and seeking
‘decoupling from China’ will
only backfire on the US

Free speechon OTT: A
Kerala model for films

en Netflix removed Nayanthara-
starrer Annapoorani under pres-
sure from Hindu right-wing
groups, many Indian OTT sub-
scribers wished for a platform that could shrug
off such threats. C-Space, an OTT platform pro-
posed to be launched by the government of Ker-
ala, may not be the answer, but, hopefully, it
won't bend to pressures from non-State actors.
What spurred Kerala to become the first
state in India to launch an OTT platform? It
wasn't the Annapoorani episode. The plan to
launch an OTT platform was first discussed two
years ago, after the Covid-19 pandemic, when
such services were garnering wide attention.
Malayalam movies on streaming platforms had
also been receiving acknowledgment globally
around the time. Richard Brody, a film critic for
The New Yorker, reviewed the Fahadh-Faasil-
starrer Joji, which had an OTT premiere in
2021. Also, many regional language streaming
services were being launched; these followed
the rent-per-view and subscription models.
Many have lost their sheen since. But now, it
seems, the viewership for many Malayalam
web series is distributed across the country.
The state government is perhaps motivated
more by its penchant for developing alterna-
tives, be it in governance or easing access to
OTT content. Or it could have in mind
the interests of the Malayali diaspora.
The pravasi (expatriate) Malayali
remains a prime factor for the Kerala
government, as many of its decisions
indicate. It also assures revenue — the
question of a viable model for self-sus-
tenance is critical to the durability of
any OTT platform.

Damodar
Prasad

ies and web-series that such groups say “hurt
sentiments™— an Indian euphemism for social
censorship. At the same time, some OTT5s are
promoting propaganda content. Clearly, OTIs
are a contested space now.

The Union government recently introduced
arevised Cable Television Act thatwould bring
OTTs under its ambit. Its stringent provisions
could rob the charm of unregulated content on
OTTs. C-Space, however, should provide ave-
nues for independent content while resisting
any temptation to showcase propaganda mov-
ies. Doing this, it can increase its viewership
base and remain open to an international audi-
ence. Restoration and re-mastering of old mov-
ies has become a trend. A large repository of
classic Indian and world movies could also get
it a large number of subscribers. Artistic merit
should be the main criteria for inclusion in
C-Space’s library. The platform does not have to
function in the mode of legacy OTTs; rather, it
should be different, in terms of new content,
curated content, master classes, and independ-
ent artistic productions.

The question facing a public enterprise OTT
start-up is, without doubt, sustainability, even if
profitability is set aside for the moment. C-Space
has to compete with existing players thatare
still struggling to evolve a viable model, years
after their launch. The Kerala govern-
ment is also launching the OTT ata
time when the state is suffering from
many economic woes, and has over-
come its earlier obsession with public
enterprise. To remain sustainable, a
revenue stream based on subscrip-
tion and content rentals must prop up
government support. Purchase of

C-Space will showcase a wide array
of movies, from classics toindependent
movies and documentaries. Kerala has avibrant
film-society culture, and the vibe for world and
art-house movies is reflected in the genuine
enthusiasm for international film festivals in the
state, Many such festivals are now held even at
remote locations, with the International Film
Festival of Kerala being the benchmark. There is
a specific set of audience interested in independ-
ent movies screened online. Thereis alsoa thea-
tre-going audience who may not be able to
afford the monthly subscription rates of OTT
streaming services. The Kerala government,
therefore, wants to offer an affordable platform
to viewers. The OTT will be an independent plat-
form with a specific revenue model, but need not
be swayed by the vagaries of the market.

Another reason for launching a “public sec-
tor” OTT is that it can overcome social censor-
ship that has been determining what can be
streamed and what can’t. OTT players have
succumbed to the pressures of communal
groups, and have ended up withdrawing mov-

movies needs to be streamlined with
an institutional and transparent
method. Kerala has a model of public invest-
ment in film-making in the Kerala Film Devel-
opment Corporation. Like many other public
enterprises in the state, overstaffing can also
wreck its prospects. Given these issues, the state
government must take a measured approach in
deciding the management structure and provid-
ing for functional autonomy.

There is always the possibility that a State-
owned OTT can exclude the movies thatare crit-
ical of the state government. For instance, the
Malayalam movie 2018, which was about the
heroism of the people involved in rescue opera-
tions during the flood, was criticised for mini-
mising the role of the state government in the
relief work. The platform needs to be envisioned
as a public OTT rather than government owned.
Given the tendencies in governance in these
times, this may remain wishful thinking,

Damodar Prasad is a media researcher and writer.
The views expressed are personal
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Israel strikes Gaza as US says it
will veto new UNSC ceasefire vote

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
has rejected US and
international calls

for a pathway to
Palestinian statehood

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

RAFAH, GAZA STRIP: Israeli
strikes across Gaza killed at
least 18 people overnight and
into Sunday, according to med-
ics and witnesses, as the United
States said it would veto another
draft UN ceasefire resolution.

Algeria, the Arab representa-
tive on the UN Security Council
(UNSC), has circulated a draft
resolution demanding an imme-
diate humanitarian ceasefire
and unhindered humanitarian
access, as well as rejecting the
forced displacement of Palestin-
ian civilians.

Algeria has requested the
UNSC vote on Tuesday, but
Washington signalled it is likely
to veto the measure.

The US, Israel's top ally,
instead hopes to broker a cease-
fire agreement and hostage
release between Israel and
Hamas, and envisions a wider
resolution of the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has pushed
back while rejecting US and
international calls for a path-
way to Palestinian statehood.

His Cabinet adopted a decla-
ration on Sunday saying Israel
“categorically rejects interna-
tional edicts on a permanent
arrangement with the Palestini-
ans” and opposes any unilateral
recognition of a Palestinian
state, which it said would “grant
a major prize to terror” after the
October 7 attack that triggered
the war.

Netanyahu has vowed to con-
tinue the offensive until “total
victory” over Hamas and to
expand it to Gaza's southern-
most town of Rafah, where
more than half the enclave’s
population of 2.3 million Pales-
tinians has sought refuge from

D

OpenAlin deal
valuing it at

$80bn: Report
SAN FRANCISCO: Open-
Al has concluded a deal
with investors that
reportedly values the
California start-up at
$80 billion or more,
after a roller-coaster
year for the inventor of
ChatGPT. The agree-
ment, reported by The
New York Times but
not yet confirmed by
OpenAl, would mean
the value of the
company — a world
leader in generative
artificial intelligence —
would have nearly
tripled in under 10
months. AFP

A policecarburnsin
The Hague. AFP

6 police officials
hurt as Eritreans

clash in The Hague
THE HAGUE: At least six
police officers were
injured and 13 suspects
arrested after rival
groups of Eritreans
fought running battles
in The Hague in the
early hours of Sunday,
torching police cars and
hurling rocks. AFP

Thailand’s ex-PM
Thaksin Shinawatra

freed on parole
BANGKOK: Thailand'’s
convicted former prime
minister Thaksin
Shinawatra was
released on parole on
Sunday, his lawyer said,
starting a first day of
freedom in his
homeland, 15 years
after fleeing in the wake
of his overthrow by the
royalist military. REUTERS

people have beenKkilled in
Gaza during the war
between militants and
Israel. Atotal of 127

people diedin the last 24
hours, and 68,883 people
have been injured since

the warerupted on Oct 7.

fighting elsewhere.

In the West Bank, a shootout
erupted when Israeli forces
went to arrest an armed suspect
in the town of Tulkarem. The
military said the suspect was
killed, and a member of Israel’s
paramilitary Border Police was
severely wounded.

The Palestinian health minis-
try said two Palestinians were
killed.
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WHO says Nasser Hospital
‘not functional anymore’
The head of the World Health
Organization (WHO), mean-
while, said Nasser Hospital, the
main medical centre serving
southern Gaza, “is not func-
tional anymore” after Israeli
forces raided the facility in the
southern city of Khan Younis
last week. Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, the head of the
UN health agency, said a WHO
team was not allowed to enter
Nasser Hospital on Friday or
Saturday “to assess the condi-
tions of the patients and critical
medical needs, despite reaching
the hospital compound to
deliver fuel alongside partners”.

In a post on X, formerly Twit-
ter, he said there are still about
200 patients in the hospital,

Palestinian people struggle to buy bread fr oma bﬂkery in Rafah, Gaza St:rlp, on Sunda}f

including 20 who need urgent
referrals to other hospitals.

Israel says it has arrested
over 100 suspected militants,
including 20 who it says partici-
pated in Hamas' October 7
attack on Israel. The military
says it is looking for the remains
of hostages inside the facility
and does not target doctors or
patients.

The war erupted after Hamas
burst through Israel’s defences
and attacked communities
across southern Israel, killing
some 1,200 people, mostly civil-
ians, and taking around 250
hostage. Militants still hold
around 130 hostages, a fourth of
whom are believed to be dead,
after most of the others were
released during a weeklong
ceasefire in November.

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com

ADDIS ABABA: Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva accused Israel on
Sunday of committing “gen-
ocide” against Palestinian
civilians in the Gaza Strip
and compared its actions to
Adolf Hitler's campaign to
exterminate Jews.

In response, Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanvahu called the
78-year-old president’s com-

Brazilian president accuses
lsrael of ‘genocide’ in Gaza

ments “shameful and grave”
and said his government had
called in Brazil’s ambassa-
dor in protest.

Lula told reporters in
Addis Ababa, where he was
attending an African Union
summit, that what was hap-
pening in the Gaza Strip
“isn’t a war, it's a genocide”.

“It's not a war of soldiers
against soldiers, It's a war
between a highly prepared
army and women and chil-
dren,” added the veteran
leftist.

{ PAKISTAN } FEBRUARY 8 ELECTIONS

Supporters of Imran l{han s Pakistan Tehreek-e- lnsaf {PTI} party
protest against the alleged skewing in national election results, in
Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Saturday. AFP

Supporters of Imran
clash with police over
poll rigging allegations

Press Trust of India
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LAHORE/KARACHI: Supporters
of Pakistan's jailed former
prime minister Imran Khan's
party have clashed with police
in various cities across the coun-
try as they staged protests against
alleged rigging in the general elec-
tions held on February 8.

In Lahore, supporters of Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
gathered outside the Lahore
Press Club and the party’s Jail
Road office on Saturday to reg-
ister their protest, the Dawn
newspaper reported on Sunday.

The protesters chanted slo-
gans, demanding the restora-
tion of their “stolen mandate”.

In many cities of Punjab,
police arrived at the protest site
even before the demonstrators
had gathered and arrested sev-
eral party leaders, candidates,
workers and supporters.

In Karachi, hundreds of PTI
workers and supporters gath-
ered outside the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan’'s Sindh
office in the city's Saddar area.

In Peshawar and other areas
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, PTI
workers, including the newly
elected lawmakers, staged rallies.

Committee to probe poll
rigging allegations
Pakistan’s election commission
has formed a high-level com-
mittee to probe the explosive
allegations levelled by a senior
bureaucrat that widespread rig-

ging aided by the judiciary and
the top election body happened
against jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan's party in
the garrison city of Rawalpindi
in Punjab province.

Resignations of CEC and
Chief Justice demanded
Imran Khan’s party has
demanded the resignations of
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) and Chief Justice of
Pakistan after Rawalpindi Divi-
sion Commissioner Liaquat Ali
Chattha’s allegations that the
top election body and judiciary
were involved in the poll rig-
ging. A PTI spokesperson
demanded that CEC Sikandar
Sultan Raja and Chief Justice
Qazi Faez Isa tender their resig-
nations following the revela-
tions by Chattha.

No consensus yet on
power-sharing formula
Imran Khan's party on Sunday
demanded a judicial probe into
growing allegations of vote rig-
ging even as two major political
parties failed to reach a power-
sharing formula to form a coali-
tion government. Though inde-
pendent candidates backed by
PTI party won the maximum
number of seats in parliament,
the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PMLN) and the Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP) — have
announced that they will form a
coalition government after the
February 8 elections resulted in
a hung parliament.

DOWH 3A BLEX

People attend a rally following the death of Russian opposition

leader Alexei Navalny, in Berlin, Germany, on Sunday.

{ RUSSIA } KREMLIN CRITIC

REUTERS

Over 400 detained
for paying tribute to
late Alexei Navalny

Associated Press

letters@hindustantimes.com

MOSCOW: Over 400 people
were detained in Russia while
paying tribute to opposition
leader Alexei Navalny, who died
at a remote Arctic penal colony,
a prominent rights group
reported. The sudden death of
Navalny, 47, was a crushing
blow to many Russians, who
had pinned their hopes for the
future on President Vladimir
Putin’s fiercest foe. Navalny
remained vocal in his unrelent-
ing criticism of the Kremlin
even after surviving a nerve
agent poisoning and receiving
multiple prison terms.

The news reverberated
across the globe, and hundreds
of people in dozens of Russian
cities streamed to ad-hoc
memorials and monuments to
victims of political repressions
with flowers and candles on Fri-
day and Saturday to pay a trib-
ute to the politician. In over a
dozen cities, police detained 401
people by Saturday night,
according to the OVD-Info
rights group that tracks political
arrests and provides legal aid.

Meanwhile, Navalny's wife,
Yulia Navalnaya, published a
picture of the couple on Insta-
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The fact of the
matter is, Putin is
responsible [for
Alexei Navalny’s
death|. Whether he
ordered it, he’s
responsible for the
circumstance.

JOE BIDEN, US President

gram on Sunday in her first
social media post since her hus-
band’s death. The caption read
simply: "I love you.”

The news of Navalny's death
came a month before a presi-
dential election in Russia that is
widely expected to give Putin
another six years in power.

Questionsabout the cause of
death lingered, and it remained
unclear when the authorities
would release Navalny's body.
More than 12,000 people have
submitted requests to the Rus-
sian government asking for the
politician’s remains to be
handed over to his relatives,
OVD-Info said on Sunday.

U.S. SHOULD LIFT
SANCTIONS ON
CHINESE FIRMS:
WANG TO BLINKEN

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

BEUING: Washington should lift
sanctions on Chinese compa-
nies and individuals, and that
attempts to de-couple from
China would only hurt the
United States, China's foreign
minister Wang Yi told US secre-
tary of state Antony Blinken.

The United States should lift
the sanctions and not harm
China’s legitimate development
rights, Wang told Blinken on
Friday on the sidelines of a
Munich security conference,
according to a statement from
China's foreign ministry.

Washington has imposed
sanctions on various Chinese
companies that it accuses of
working with China’s military
despite denials from the firms.
US sanctions have also been
imposed on individuals and
entities over alleged human
rights abuses in the Chinese
region of Xinjiang.

The Biden administration has
imposed bans on the sale of cer-
tain technologies to Chinese
companies, citing national secu-
rity risks. China has accused
Washington of “weaponising”
economic and trade issues.

"Making ‘de-risking’ into
‘de-China’, and building ‘small
yards and high walls’ and seek-
ing ‘decoupling from China™
will only backfire on the US
itself, Wang told Blinken.

The exchanges between the
two men were “frank, substan-
tial and constructive”, the min-
istry said in the statement
released on Saturday.

Antony Blinken (left) and
Wang Yiin Munich, Germany,

on Friday. REUTERS

{ UKRAINE WAR } EASTERN CITY OF AVDIIVKA CAPTURED BY RUSSIAN FORCES

US prez says Ukrainian city’s
fall shows impact of aid delays

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: President Joe
Biden blamed US lawmakers’
failure to approve emergency
aid to Ukraine for the fall of
Avdiivka, which handed Russia
a significant battlefield victory
after months of fighting for con-
trol of the city.

Biden said he called Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky on Saturday “to let him
know I'm confident we're going
to get that money’, while warn-
ing that more Ukrainian cities
might fall if Congress doesn't
approve the funding.

“There’s so much on the
line,” Biden told reporters near
his home in Rehoboth Beach,
Delaware. “The idea that now
we're running out of ammuni-
tion — to walk away, I find it
absurd. I find it unethical. So

Ukrainian police officers and rescue workers clear the rubble of
adestroyed private house after a Russian rocket attack in
Kramatorsk, Donetsk region, on Saturday. AFP

I'm going to fight to get them
the ammunition they need.”
Attempts to unlock emer-
gency foreign aid to US allies
have been stuck in a partisan
deadlock in Congress for
months, leaving Biden and Zel-

ensky to make increasingly
urgent appeals for Congress to
move forward as Ukrainian sup-
plies run low,

The US Senate last week
approved $95 billion in assist-
ance for Ukraine, Israel and Tai-

wan after months of delay, but
the legislation still faces formi-
dable obstacles in the Republi-
can-led House of Representa-
tives. Anchoring the package is
$61 billion for Ukraine, mainly
in the form of military equip-
ment from the US.

European officials, who
recently approved a more than
$50 billion aid package for
Ukraine, have been increasingly
concerned by the delays in
Washington.

Events on the battlefield in
Ukraine are a matter of “life and
death” for Russia that could
determine its fate, President
Vladimir Putin said in remarks
aired on Sunday.

“I think it is still important
for us ourselves, and even more
so for our listeners and viewers
abroad, to understand our way
of thinking,” Putin said in an
interview with state TV,

§ DRAFT SNAPPED UP BY AN AUSTRIAN COLLECTOR

Ha rrison Ford s ‘Star Wars’ SCr pt fetches $13,600

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: An original draft Star
Wars script left in a London
apartment by “Han Solo” actor
Harrison Ford sold at a UK auc-
tion for £10,795 ($13,600) on
Saturday.

The script was used when
Ford was in London for the
filming of the first instalment of
the epic saga, originally entitled
The Adventures Of Luke Star-
killer, at Elstree Studios north of
London.

The fourth draft of the
screenplay, dating from March
15, 1976, was snapped up by an
Austrian collector when it went
under the hammer at Excalibur
Auctions in Hertfordshire,
north of London.

Ford left the script at the Lon-
don flat he rented at the time
along with shooting schedules,
which sold for £4,826, and a let-
ter from an agent or friend,

Harrison Ford, as Han Solo, on the set of Star Wars: EpisodeIV - A

New Hope, directed and produced by Georges Lucas.

which sold for £177.80.

The landlords renting the
property found the items and
kept them for decades.

The incomplete and unbound

GETTY IMAGES

script contains revisions, and
introduces Han Solo on page 56.

The 1977 film catapulted Ford
to international fame and he
starred in sequels The Empire

Strikes Back (1980) and Return
Of The Jedi (1983), before taking
on the role again in The Force
Awakens (2015).

Excalibur Auctions’ auction-
eer Jonathan Torode said this
sale saw a new record set for a
Star Wars script, “which shows
how a personal link to the items
is so enticing to Star Wars fans”.

The script wasleftataflaton
Elgin Crescent, Notting Hill, that
Harrison Ford rented in 1976,
the BBC reported.

The owners of the Notting
Hill flat said Ford developed a
relationship with them after he
responded to their advert in the
Sunday Times for a tenant.

Ford bought plants for their
garden and attended their son’s
first birthday party, the family
said.

They said Ford was "an excel-
lent tenant, very tidy” — but
explained they now wanted to
sell the script along with several
other items, the BBC reported.
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Rising summer airfares
fail to deter travellers

Flight tickets turn
expensive due to
rising demand and
lower capacity

Anu Sharma

anu.sharma@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Airfares are climb-
ing. And people are planning to
travel more. Two contrasting
trends are merging this sum-
mer, belying the gloomy outlook
of rising air fares hurting travel.

Flight tickets are turning
expensive because of rising
demand and, more pertinently,
due to not enough capacity
available to handle that
demand—IndiGo, India’s largest
airline, has grounded 20% of'its
fleet; Mumbai airport, India’s
second busiest, has been asked
to cut down flights.

Travel group Thomas Cook
has seen a year-on-year (y-o-y)
uptick of approximately 10-15%
in advance air fares for April-
May on routes connecting hubs
such as Mumbai, Delhi, Hydera-
bad, Bengaluru, Chennai to pop-
ular summer destinations of
Srinagar, Chandigarh, Leh,
Bagdogra and Goa.

As per travel platform ixigo,
advanced airfares have surged
by around 30% for routes such
as Delhi-Srinagar and Delhi-
Goa.

Still, based on advance book-
ings and search trends, industry
executives say air traffic is also
likely to grow in the summer
months, with demand primarily
rising for leisure destinations.

“The pandemic having accel-
erated the YOLO (vou only live
once) mindset, Indians are dis-
playing strong appetite for
travel this upcoming summer,”
Indiver Rastogi, president and
group head, global business
travel, Thomas Cook (India) and
SOTC Travel said. “Despite
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Industry execs say the demand is primarily for leisure destinations.

increased airfares, customers
have clearly not compromised
on their planned holiday, and
our demand trends indicate
brisk uptick of over 3X com-
pared to last year.”

That is good news following
India’s highest air traffic
recorded in FY24 so far. Latest
data from Airports Authority of
India for April-December show
that combined domestic and
international traffic was
recorded at an all-time high at
34 million passengers, 7%
higher than the pre-covid year
of 2019 in the same period, and
10% higher than in 2022.

That high airfares are not act-
ing as a deterrent to demand is
visible in destinations such as
Srinagar where 75-80% of five-
star hotels and 80-90% of bud-
get hotels are already booked
for summer, P.P. Khanna, board
member, Federation of Associa-
tions in Indian Tourism and
Hospitality (FAITH), said.

Similarly, in the international

segment, online travel portals
have witnessed an uptick of up
to 20% in fares on long-haul
routes, with fare levels showing
a slight increase on short and
medium-haul destinations.

In terms of international des-
tinations, data from Thomas
Cook shows airfares for Bang-
kok, Kuala Lumpur, and Singa-
pore, among others, are 4-7%
higher, and flights to Sri Lanka
and Nepal are witnessing an
uptick of more than 10%.

Flights are up to 20% more
expensive for cities such as
Zurich, Paris, Madrid, Vienna,
Budapest, Milan, and Helsinki.

Despite tailwinds of strong
demand sentiment, challenges
remain with respect to volatility
in aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
prices and supply chain con-
straints following IndiGo’s
grounding of more than 70 air-
craft due to engine inspection
requirements and shortage in
availability of engines and spare

parts.

PTI

And ATF prices for domestic
airlines, despite being cut four
times, are now at %1,00,772.17
per kilolitre in Delhi as of 1 Feb-
ruary, 74% higher thanin 2019.

Going forward, too, airfares
are expected to go up, said Ajay
Prakash, board member, FAITH
and president, Travel Agents
Federation of India, "The
upswing in the demand can be
seen with supply falling short of
it. Besides, Mumbai, one of the
busiest airports in the country,
has been asked to reduce flights,
so all the factors together would
make air travel costlier in the
coming sumimer season,  he
said.

In 2024, predictions for pas-
senger demand globally also
remains high, with the Interna-
tional Air Transport Associa-
tion announcing that the num-
ber of passengers traveling by
air will reach a record high of
4.7 billion in 2024, a jump from
the 4.5 billion passengers who
travelled in 2019.

SBI Mutual Fund'’s bet on India’s energy demand

India’s energy landscape seems to be getting some fairly deserved attention, particularly from fund houses. India’s largest fund
house—SBIl Mutual Fund—recently launched a thematic fund focused on the energy space. The SBI Energy Opportunities Fund
will invest in stocks that belong to the energy sector to take advantage of rising energy demand.

Compiled by Jash Kriplani
jash.kriplani@livemint.com

= Traditional energy businesses
= New green energy businesses

INVESTMENT THESIS
= Stable policy environment

= Steady growth outlook
for renewables
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Key to India Inc’s margins
forged in Chmese steel

Naman Suri &
Nehal Chaliawala

naman.suri@livemint.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: India’s
steelmakers and user industries
are keeping a close watch on the
trajectory of Chinese steel
exports, which could determine
these companies’ margins in the
coming quarters.

Executives at top steel com-
panies highlighted the outsized
impact of Chinese steel on their
export and domestic prices dur-
ing their December quarter
earnings calls with media and
analysts.

How Chinese steel exports
shape up in the coming quarters
will be a key factor to monitor,
they said.

Despite India’s 7.5% import
duty and logistics costs, Chinese
steel was still 5-10% cheaper
than locally produced steel for
the better part of FY24, curtail-
ing the ability of Indian steel-
makers to raise prices and
curbed their margins. At the
same time, cheaper steel bene-
fits user industries in consumer
durables, automakers and infra-
structure and construction

Despite India’s 7.5% mlpnrt
duty, Chinese steel was still
5-10% cheaper than locally

produced steelin FY24. REUTERS
companies. Average prices of
benchmark hot-rolled coils of
steel (HRC), which stood at
around 357,900 per tonne in
September, fell to just over
354,000 in February, as per data
from SteelMint.

"Our retail sector sales
dropped because of higher
imports from China and FTA
countries in the last quarter,”
Jayant Acharya, joint managing
director of JSW Steel said in a
recent interview, "Our imports
rose by 16% and our exports fell
by 16%, and that impacted basic

sentiments and retail.”

The Ebitda margin of JSW
Steel contracted nearly 57 basis
points sequentially during the
December quarter to 17.1% as
per Mint's analysis. Ebitda
stands for earnings before inter-
est, taxes, depreciation, and
amortization. Tata Steel, Jindal
Steel and Power and Steel
Authority of India reported
Ebitda margins of 11.3%, 24.3%
and 9.2% during the quarter, as
per Mint's analysis.

Any Chinese stimulus for its
infrastructure sector may raise
steel prices, said Jayanta Roy,
senior vice-president, Icra.

“China’s government is trying
to revive the country’s domestic
property sector. Any large Chi-
nese stimulus measure in 2024
directed to the property and
infrastructure sectors has the
potential to improve Chinese
domestic steel demand growth
prospects, which can have a sig-
nificant impact on global steel
prices if Chinese exports come
down as a result of that,” Roy
said. User industries say thatif
Chinese steel prices go up, local
prices may rise as well, lifting
their input costs.

Casa ratio falls to two-year low

Shayan Ghosh

shayan.g@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Keeping savings bank
interest rates largely unchanged
amid rising policy rates since
mid-2022 has been shrinking the
share of current and savings
accounts (Casa) in banks overall
deposits for a while. However, it
still remains far below levels of
pre-demonetization years. Casa
ratio of the banking system
stood at 31.6% at the end of 2014,
and surged to 37.8% in 2016 as
cash flooded into accounts after
demonetization.

It continued to rise and
peaked at 42.9% in December
2021, but has fallen since then,
touching 39.3% at the end of
December 2023, data from rat-
ing agency Icra and Mint calcu-
lations showed.

“Casa ratio shot up after
demonetization and reached its

peak during covid-19, prior to
which it used to be in early to
mid-thirties levels,” said Anil
Gupta, senior vice-president and
co group head of financial sector
ratings, Icra Ltd. Casa levels
should remain “comfortably
above mid-thirties”, Gupta said.
He said digital payments have
increased significantly, which
means people do not need to
carry much cash for daily
requirements; so, it will lead to
higher balance in savings
accounts.

Gupta said Casa ratio might
go down further if banks con-
tinue to increase term deposit
rates. However, he does not fore-
see any increase in saving
deposit rates for larger banks, as
their savings deposit base is
driven by balances that custom-
ers maintain on a day-to-day
basis and the relationship with
the bank is more transactional,

not just driven by interest rates.

In FY24, savings deposits
earned 2.7-3%, while term
deposits of one to three years
earned 6-7.1%, showed RBI data
of five major banks up to 1 Sep-
tember. A decade ago, savings
deposit rates were at 4% and one
to three year fixed deposits at
8.75-9.25%, meaning the gap
between savings and term
deposits has narrowed over the
years. In fact, the share of term
deposits in total deposits
increased to about 60% in Sep-
tember 2023 from 57% in March
2023 and 55% in March 2022.

According to Ajit Velonie, sen-
ior director, Crisil Ratings, since
May 2022, RBI has hiked the
repo rate by 250 basis points
(bps) and term deposit rates
offered by banks also rose about
230 bps for deposits till Decem-
ber, as the transmission of rate
hikes played out.

FPIS TAKE OUT

33,776 CR IN FEB
DUE TO SPIKE IN
US BOND YIELDS

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Foreign investors
adopted a cautious approach
offloading Indian equities worth
close to 3,776 crore so far this
month owing to a spike in the
US bond yields and uncertainty
over the interest rate environ-
ment in the domestic as well as
the global front.

In contrast, they are bullish
on the debt market and injected
R16,560 crore in during the
period under review, data with
the depositories showed. °
According to the data, Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs) pulled
out a net sum of 23,776 crore
from the Indian equities this
month (till February 16). This
came following a net with-
drawal of 25,743 crore in Janu-
ary. With this, the total outflow
for this year has reached
229,519 crore.

“The spike in US bond yields
triggered by the higher-than-ex-
pected consumer price inflation
led to sustained selling by FPIs,”
V K Vijayakumar, Chief Invest-
ment Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services, said.

Also, the latest selling could
be attributed to the uncertainty
surrounding the interest rate
environment, both domestically
as well as globally, Himanshu
Srivastava, Associate Director
Manager Research, Morning-
star Investment Research India,
said.

According to Vijayakumar,
the selling by FPIs in equity
would have been much higher
in response to the rising US
bond yields.

But FPIs have been consist-
ently losing the tug of war with
DIls and, therefore, they are a
bit reluctant to press aggressive
selling,

They will have to buy the
same stocks later, which they
have been selling, when condi-
tions are favourable for buying.

On the continued bullish
stance in the debt markets,
Morningstar’s Srivastava attrib-
uted it primarily to the
announcement of the inclusion
of Indian government bonds in
the JP Morgan Index, coupled
with the country’s relatively sta-
ble economy.

SUNDARAM
ALTERNATES TO
RAISE ¥1K CR FOR
GREEN PROJECTS

Press Trust of India
feedback@livemint.com

DUBAI: Sundaram Alternates
Assets (SAA), the private equity
arm of Sundaram Finance
Group, plans to raise about
21,000 crore from global inves-
tors to fund green real estate
projects in India.

“This move reflects our com-
mitment to build on our own
track record, depth of under-
writing and risk management
skills in the ever-evolving land-
scape of Indian real estate credit
market,” Sundaram Alternates
Assets managing director
Vikaas M Sachdeva told PTI
here.

In the past year, Sundaram
Alternates has not only re-engi-
neered its high-yield credit
funds to generate real alpha
from its performing credit busi-
ness but has also adopted a
robust ESG and climate impact
framework as a significant
investor initiative, he said.

India’s answer to EU carbon tax: green

Dhirendra Kumar

dhirendra.kumar@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The textile industry
is moving to shed its polluter
tag by adopting a ‘circular econ-
omy’ in order to avoid being
snared by future climate change
tax regimes such as the Euro-
pean Union'’s proposed Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism
(CBAM), two persons aware of
the plans said.

CBAM will tax the ‘embedded
carbon’ in imports from select
emission-intensive sectors—
steel, aluminium, cement,
hydrogen, electricity and fertil-
izers. Itis expected to be imple-
mented in 2026.

Although textiles isn't men-
tioned by CBAM, promoting a
circular economy in the sector,
one of the biggest polluters, will
be a key topic of proposed con-
sultations, one of the persons
cited above said.

A circular economy approach
refers to a mechanism to extend
the life of products through
reuse and repair and to keep

Textile manufacturing is a water-intensive sector, consuming

mn litres of water in India to produce 8,000 kg/day of fabric.

end-of-life material in the econ-
omy through recycling.

In the textile industry, much
of this is about limiting water
use. Textile manufacturing is a
water-intensive sector, consum-
ing roughly 1.6 million litres of
water in India to produce 8,000
kg/day of fabric. Globally, 4% of
all freshwater is used up in
making textile products.

The government is also mak-
ing efforts to promote sustaina-
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ble textile manufacturing prac-
tices at the upcoming BharatTex
show from 26 February, Global
exhibitors will showcase their
initiatives to minimize textile
waste, from ‘upcycling’ scraps
into new products to imple-
menting a closed-loop manufac-
turing process, this person said.

“Textile production has
increased manifold in the last
few decades, and due to cost-ef-
ficiency and durability, the pro-

duction of synthetic fibres such
as polyester and nylon has
increased significantly. In the
present set-up, most textile
products are made, used and
disposed of—resulting in envi-
ronmental losses,” the second
person said. The demand for
circularity in textiles comes
from both the government and
corporate groups seeking to
address climate change, save
natural resources, and reduce
carbon emissions without dis-
rupting the supply chain, the
second person said. Apparel
production has doubled, but the
number of times a garment is
worn before being discarded
has come down by 36% in the
past 15 years. The production of
synthetic fibres, mainly made
from crude oil, has grown from
less than 20% of global fibre
production in 2018 to 62% now,
as stated in a report prepared by
the Centre for Environment
Education.

Welcoming the move, Nish-
ant Malhotra, founder of Weav-
erStory, a handloom promotion

textiles

firm, said, “The textile industry
stands as one of the biggest con-
tributors to water pollution, and
the circular economy model
presents a remarkable opportu-
nity to transform and revolu-
tionize the way we design, pro-
duce, and consume textiles.”

India is the world's sixth-
largest exporter of textiles and
apparel. The domestic industry
contributes 2.3% to the GDP,
13% to industrial production,
and 12% to exports.

India’s exports of worn cloth-
ing and rags in 2022-23
amounted to $134.7 million,
while imports were $381.71 mil-
lion. To be sure, India has also
made it clear that it will not ini-
tiate discussions on non-trade
issues such as labour and envi-
ronmental standards at the 13th
ministerial conference of the
World Trade Organization
(WTO), set to start on 26 Febru-
ary in Abu Dhabi.

Queries mailed to the textile
ministry spokesperson and the
textile secretary remained
unanswered.

{ THE CROSSWORDS }
CRYPTIC CLUES

ACROSS

8 A trimming of lace one gathers (5)

10 Have everybody behind you (7)
11 Mouthful of water (5)

(6)

19 Big man catapulted to fame (7)
21 Assign work to a writer (7)

23 Natural outbursts that may upset
caravanners (10)

DOWN

of the soil (7)

16 Birds, for example, disturb rest (6)

1 Dostoyevsky's partner in crime (10)

9 How to sing a piece written in quavers? (7)

12 Underground shelter for trapped clubmen

14 He takes part in a spirited war dance (6)
17 See, | go round a house up north (5)

22 Desire no part of this temptress (5)

2 Dad's brother receives article that's

13 Perhaps one is turned up on wearing away

15 A new way of composing letters (7)

18 They're used to fasten one’s hair (5)
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dirty (7}
3 She's in dire need (5) QUICK CLUES
4 It's a success with a woman over here (6) ACROSS
5 Improved and repaired under direction (7) 1 Renewed energy (6,4)
6 Monster controlling the middle (5) 8 Relinquish voluntarily 5)
7 Occasionally in the past and present {(3,3.4) g H’eneﬂgn canal boat (7)
] : 10 Champion of a cause (7)
8 He's against having royalties (10)

11 Commonplace (5)

12 Twist violently (6}

14 Highly exciting (3-3)

17 Passage of time (5)

19 Depart to avoid arrest (7)
21 Difficult to catch (7)

22 Mixture of metals (5)

. DOWN

2
- 3 Done openly (5)
E 4

5

; 6 Suffocate by submersion (5)

: 7 Leave off doing something (4,2,1,3)
. 8 Irresolute (4-6)

. 13 Hold dear (7)

- 15 Gangster (7)

- 16 Inn (6)

- 18 Vertical (5)

Embodiment (7)

Stage in a process (6)
Dishonourable (7)

20 Catch a girl with a ring (5) 23 Late (6,4) 20 Quick-witted (5)
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Jaiswal, Sarfaraz sparkle in sublime win

"n

The Mumbai batters,
SCORECARD
belonging to the same
i Indiaistinnings 445
school, are Sh"‘.”“”g England st innings 319
the same appetite for =ndia 2nd nnings ) Most 65 i -
d overnight 196/2
runs on the bigstage | {(overnight - OSt oS Inan Inns
. S Gill run out (Stokes/Hartley) 91
Rasesh Mandani KYadav cRootb Ahmed 27 Y‘:ESHIASJ, | JAISWAL
rasesh.mandani @htlive.com S Khan not out 68 V5 £ngian .224. . .
Extras (Ib9, w2) n
RAJKOT: On a warm Sunday after-
noon in Rajkot, Sarfaraz Khan let Eﬁ! {iﬂgﬂi{;gﬂ 420 1 2 00000 e
Yashasvi Jaiswal lead the way Bowling: Anderson 13-1-78-0, A

back to the dressing room and
soak in all the applause following
their unbeaten 172-run partner-
ship off 158 balls that set up
India’s declaration and 434-run
win. Never mind the nervy
moments while running between
the wickets, Sarfaraz is Jaiswal's
school senior by four years.

For Jaiswal, a second consecu-
tive double century made him
only the third Indian to achieve
the feat after Vinod Kambli and
Virat Kohli. Jaiswal’s free-flowing
range against spin — he hit 12
sixes, another record — reminds
one of Kambli, the hugely flam-
boyant Mumbai left-hander of the
1990s. Jaiswal appears to have the
attributes to stay the course. Sar-
faraz, on debut, put together two
fifties — 62 and 68*.

Together, for 106 minutes on
Sunday, Jaiswal and Sarfaraz bat-
ted with the freedom that they
would for Rizvi Springfield
school, Bandra— famous for pro-
ducing a rich line of prodigious
batting talents including Prithvi
Shaw. The pressure of Test cricket
didn’t seem to bother them as
they toyed with England’s bowl-
ing attack.

Their back stories are inter-
twined. Both are Uttar Pradesh
natives. Jaiswal, born in Bhadohi
district, had taken a train from
Prayagraj to Mumbai fifteen years
back. Around the same time, Sar-
faraz, as a 12-year-old, made his
first headline-grabbing score —
434 in a Harris Shield (U16) inter-
school match. Sarfaraz’s father,
Naushad, had moved from UP to
Mumbai to make a cricket career.

Even before Jaiswal changed
his school to Rizvi, Jaiswal was
already a prolific scorer in Giles
Shield (Ul4). "There was a time
when he scored 16 hundreds
across tournaments in a year,” his
school coach Raju Pathak recalls.
To have an appetite for big scores
atage-group level is one thing. To
do it against the big boys is quite
another.

The duo joined hands after
nightwatcher Kuldeep Yadav
frustrated England with his
91-ball stay at the crease in the
morning session. Jaiswal was
already on 104 overnight and
India’s lead 384. England’s spin-
ners aren't polished gems, but
they had still matched India’s
bowlers in the first two Tests. To
them, Jaiswal and Sarfaraz
showed scant respect.

England may not have known
that hitting through cow corner is
Sarfaraz’s favoured zone. He fre-
quently went down on one knee
and dispatched leg-spinner
Rehan Ahmed over midwicket.

Jaiswal takes Anderson
apart with three sixes

After tea, Stokes went to James
Anderson — four wickets short of
700 — to bowl to Jaiswal. With a
heavily packed off-side field,
Anderson began bowling really
wide to the left-hander before try-
ing to catch him off guard with a
delivery on the stumps. Jaiswal,
almost half of Anderson’s age,
was up to the task, going low and
smashing a full toss over deep

Root 27-3-1114, H.ElrtIEHpr 23-2-18-
1, Wood 10-0-46-0, Ahmed 25-1-
108-1

England 2nd innings
Z Crawley |bw b Bumrah 1
B Duckett run out (Siraj/Jurel) 4

OPope ¢ Rohit b Jadeja 3
J Root Ibw b Jadeja 7
J Bairstow Ibw b Jadeja 4

B Stokes |bw b Kuldeep 15
B Foakes ¢ Jurel b Jadeja 16
R Ahmed c Siraj b Kuldeep 0

THartley b Ashwin 16
M Wood c Jaiswal bladeja 33
J Anderson not out 1
Extras (b5, Ib4, nb3) 12

Total (all out, 39.4 ovs) 122
FoW: 1-15, 2-18, 3-20, 4-28, 5-50,
6-50, 7-50, 8-82, 9-91

Bowling: Bumrah 8-1-18-1, Siraj
5-2-16-0, Jadeja12.4-4-41-5,
Kuldeep 8-2-19-2, Ashwin 6-3-
18-1

backward square leg. Next ball,
Jaiswal walked down the track
and smashed Anderson over the
cover boundary. By then Ander-
son appeared to have lost his will
to punch back. Jaiswal stood tall
and smashed the bowler over his
head to bring up a hat-trick of
sixes.

Anderson was given another
over, but Sarfaraz also lifted his
full-length delivery over square
leg for a boundary, after which
Jaiswal opened the face for a
boundary to third man. With
those 28 runs in 2 overs, Ander-
son was off the attack, taken
down by two young men.

When Jaiswal was acknowl-
edging the crowd after his double
ton, Stokes was applauding from
midwicket. “He’s a great player to
watch. I like good players even if
they are against me,” he told
reporters. “It appeared to me like
you are watching Rishabh Pant.
Earlier, he took his time to get in
and was struggling. But he sensed
an opportunity to get started and
he did. We need to get him out in
the next four innings. Hopefully
the double hundred theme does
not continue.”

As Jaiswal leapt in the air to
celebrate his double hundred
with a single, his batting partner
Sarfaraz also had both his hands
up in celebration. Sarfaraz has
lived the same struggle as Jaiswal.
The milestone seemed to matter
to him as much as it did to Jais-
wal.

It also helps that they have an
India captain in Rohit Sharma
who understands the pulse of a
Mumbai cricketer.

“I have been told that Sarfaraz
has scored runs in difficult situa-
tions for Mumbai. That shows the
mindset with which he plays and
how he approaches the game,”
Sharma said. “He has scored big
runs... triple hundreds, double
hundreds in domestic circuit. So,
he is doing something right to be
that consistent.”

Aware that, in Jaiswal, India
have found a gem, the captain
wanted to be protective. “T won't
say anything on Jaiswal,” he said.
“Everyone is talking about him.
Let him play. He is playing well...
it's good for us. [ am not going to
say much more than that.”

WASIM AKRAM
vs Zimbabwe, 1996
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Rahul likely to return; Stokes close to bowling again

Rasesh Mandani
rasesh.mandani@htlive.com

RAJKOT: KL Rahul is set to return
to the middle-order for the
fourth Test in Ranchi starting on
February 23, after missing the
Visakhapatnam and Rajkot
matches due to quadriceps and
knee issues. “He seems to be
good,” India skipper Rohit
Sharma said on Sunday.

Rahul has been progressing
well from the quad injury suf-
fered in the first Test at Hydera-
bad. He was on course to return
for Rajkot. It was eventually
decided that he should sit out as
he was only ‘90 percent fit’, as
per a BCCI medical bulletin. If
Rahul returns, Rajat Patidar,
who hasn’t had a big score in his
first two Tests, may make way.

India’s 434 run-win at Rajkot
is their biggest ever in terms of
runs. This, after they had scored
445 and 430 runs in their two
innings. That gives an idea of
how poor England were with the
bat. After being 207/2 at the end
of Day 2 to be 319 all out, they
were skittled out for 122 in the
fourth innings.

It also shows when things go
wrong with England’s disruptive
present way, they could go horri-
bly wrong. “I thought the game
will go to the fifth day,” Sharma
said. “We had only 40 overs to

Rawndra Jade;a celebrates Joe Root’s w:cket He won the Play El‘*ﬂf-thE*Mﬂtl:h award.

bowl today and we thought 130
overs to get them out will be
quite comfortable. More than
runs, it was how many overs we
need to get them out. By no
means did [ expect that it will get
over by this evening.”

India was able to put it past
England quickly because the
home boy Ravindra Jadejacasta
spell over England. His 13th five-
wicket haul came after his first
innings 112.

“We've seen him over the

years. He understands the condi-
tions really well; he knows
exactly what the game is and
what his game is. Then he goes
and does it, backs it up. This is
his hometown. More than any-
one else, he knows these condi-
tions better,” Sharma said.

“If you see the past couple of
years, he's come out and scored
some crucial runs for us,
whether in India or outside. He's
batting really well, the confi-
dence is there, which is why we

thought of sending him up the
order (at No.5). With the ball,
there's not much to tell him. My
jobis to make sure I set the right
field.”

Jadeja’s wickets in the second
innings and Kuldeep Yadav's
probing spell in the first innings
helped India make up for R Ash-
win'’s absence from most of the
match. “When you lose your
most experienced bowler, espe-
cially in the middle of a Test, it is
not easy,” he said. “But family

After China miss, Manika hands

India vital win agmst Hungary

Rutvick Mehta

rutvick. mehta@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Coming off two defeats
in India’s battling 3-2 loss toChina
in the opening group fixture, Man-
ika Batra had a lot riding on her
shoulders walking into the final
match of the tie against Hungary
locked at 2-2. India’s top-ranked
paddler delivered the result her
team desperately needed, defeat-
ing Hungarian No. 1 Georgina Pota
30 (11-5,14-12, 13-11) in the deciding
rubber to give the Indian women'’s
team its first win at the 2024
World Team Table Tennis Cham-
pionships in Busan on Sunday.
Manika came up with two gritty
wins on the day, also giving India
the lead in the first match by edg-
ing past their No. 2 Dora Madarasz
3-2(8-11,11-5,12-10, 8-11, 11-4). With
Sreeja Akula having a below-par
outing —she lost to world No. 88
Pota and No. 90 Madarasz — and
Ayhika Mukherjee coming up
with another impressive resultin
beating Bernadett Balint 3-1 (7-11,
11-6, 11-7, 11-8), it would all come

Manika Batra won both her matches on Su nday

down to Manika.,

After giving China a mighty
scare, the victory over the higher-
ranked Hungary is important for
the women'’s team as it keeps them
in fray for a top three finish in
Group 1, which will put them into
the knockouts and with a shot at

the Paris Olympics team quota.
The men, on the other hand,
suffered a 3-1 defeat to Poland after
easing past Chile on Saturday.
Only Harmeet Desai managed a
win while the experienced Sharath

WTT

Kamal and young Manav Thakkar
faltered. The men's team now
finds itself with a lot of workto do
to sneak into the knockouts from
Group 3, starting with the third-
ranked Koreans on Monday. The
women take on lower-ranked
Uzbekistan on Monday.

Manika had a slow start but
picked up the pace in the second
game, racing to 9-4 extracting
errors from Madarasz off her
backhand blocks. She levelled
things up at 5-5 from 2-5 down in

the third game, again using the
block to good effect. Manika man-
aged to save a game point with a
lucky net touch off her return
before an error by Madarasz
handed her the game. Manika’s
backhand errors cost her in the
fourth game butwith the scoreline
at 4-4 in the fifth, she reeled off
seven straight points.

India’s Chinese slayers had con-
trasting fortunes against Hungary.
Ayhika, who had stunned world
No. 1 Sun Yingsha on Friday,
remained clinical against lower-
ranked Balint in the third match
and was impressive off her fore-
hand wing. On either side of it,
Sreeja couldn't back up her show
against No. 2 Wang Yidi and went
down 2-3 (3-11, 7-11, 11-9,11-9, 8-11) to
Pota and 1-3 (4-11, 6-11, 11-5, 7-11) to
Madarasz.

It meant it was left for Manika
to get the job done in the high-
stakes final rubber. As she sealed
the win after an error from Pota,
Manika raised both her fists,
flashed a smile towards her team-
mates and stuck her tongue outin
an expression of relief.

Dhull and Sidhu hit
tons, Delhi take lead

HTC & Agencies

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Centuries by Yash
Dhull and Jonty Sidhu helped
Delhi take the first-innings lead
on Day 3 of their inconsequential
Group D Ranji Trophy clash
against Odisha here on Sunday.

Dhull hit 112 off 167 deliveries
while Sidhu stayed unbeaten on
105 after consuming 218 balls.

Their efforts helped the hosts
reach 451 in response to Odisha’s
first-innings total of 440.

Kshitiz Sharma, whose high-
est score this season was 28
before Sunday, also contributed
64.

Dhull, who hasn’t had great
returns opening the batting,
made 112 off 167 balls at No.3 to
end the season on a high.

The game is heading towards
a drab draw with neither side in
the race for a berth in the knock-
outs.

Delhi’s two wins came against
Himachal Pradesh and Uttara-
khand, helping them avoid rele-
gation after a poor start to their

Mukesh Kumar. PTI

campaign.

Mukesh stars in Bengal's
win against Bihar

Mukesh Kumar, who played for
India in the second Test against
England in Visakhapatnam,
starred for Bengal with a match
haul of 10/50 in their Group B
match against Bihar at Eden
Gardens in Kolkata, setting up
victory by an innings and 204
runs. Resuming Day 3 on 32/1in
their second innings while still
trailing by 284 runs, Bihar were
only able to add 80 runs to their
total as Kumar ended with fig-
ures of 9-3-32-6.

ROHIT SHARMA
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am not going to say much %

ore than that.

comes first. When we heard the
news, there was no second
thought in our mind that he
should do what he feels is right.
He wanted to be with the family,
which is the absolutely right
thing to do. Good on him to make
a way and come here and be part
of the team on this day. It shows
the character and shows the kind
of person heis.”

Stokes may bowl

In what would be a bonus for
England, skipper Ben Stokes said
he wasnot ruling outa returnto
bowl in the next two Tests.
Stokes, who underwent knee sur-
gery after the 2023 ODI World
Cup, has not bowled in this

Man City held by
Chelsea in EPL

MANCHESTER: Rodri’s late
equaliser extended
Manchester City's year-long
unbeaten record at home
but a 1-1 draw against
Chelsea on Saturday handed
Liverpool and Arsenal a
huge boost in the Premier
League title race. Raheem
Sterling gave Chelsea a first-
halflead on his return to the
Etihad and City were
headed to a first defeat on
home soil for 34 games until
Rodri’s deflected effort
seven minutes from time.

PCl to conduct
elections on March 9

NEW DELHI: The suspended
Paralympic Committee of
India (PCI) announced that
it will conduct its delayed
polls on March 9. The
Sports Ministry had on
February 4 suspended the
body for not holding
election in time. The four-
year term of PCI executive
committee had ended on
January 31 The ministry
had even advocated forming

HT

series, forcing England to play
with four bowlers. Stokes has
been gradually increasing his
bowling workload in training.
“I'm not saying yes, I'm not
saying no. [ have progressed a lot
faster than I thought I would,” he
said. "Me being me, I'm always
very optimistic about most
things. There will be a more
detailed chat with the medical
team about what workload I
have done to pass me off as not
being a massive risk. I managed
to bowl at 100% in one of the
warm-up days here, which made
me feel pretty good. I felt like 1
could have bowled in the game
but that would have been stupid.
It's (still) a work in progress.”

Man Cll}' S Rodrl AFP

of an ad hoc panel to run
the day-to-day affairs of the
sports body but the world
governing body of the game,
IPCdid not allow it.

India women defeat

USA via shootout

ROURKELA: A day after
upsetting world No.3
Australia, India women
beat USA 2-1 via shootoutin
the FIH Pro League. The
regulation period ended 1-1
with young drag-flicker
Deepika Kumari scoring in
the 19th minute and the US
equalising through Ashley
Seesa in the 45th. Mumtaz
Khan and Sonika were on
target in the shootout, while
Leah Crouse scored for the
losing team.
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India shuttlers clinch women’s
Asia team championships title

$andip Sikdar

sandip.sikdar@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Social media posts of
India’s male shuttlers on reaching
Malaysia for the Badminton Asia
Team Championships were going
viral a week back. As the Thomas
Cup champions, all eyes of the
badminton world were on them.

Led by PV Sindhu, the women
too put out similar posts, but they
never gained similar traction. It
was understandable. Twice
Olympic medallist Sindhu was
returning from a four-month
injury layoff, and barring Ashwini
Ponnappa, most of the team was
young — Tanvi Sharma, the
youngest, is 15—with barely any
international experience.

Yet this unheralded women's
team showed incredible maturity
to stand atop the rostrumin Shah
Alam on Sunday after India beat

BATC winners (women)

2016

. China

Road to title

Group stage

3-2

India beat
China

3-0

''''''''

ons

Quarter-final

India beat
Hong Kong

Semi-final

3-2

India beat
Japan

2020

2022

Indonesia

South Africa great Procter dies at 77

NEW DELHI: Former South Africa
cricketing great Mike Procter,
whose brilliance as a fast-bowling
all-rounder was restricted to seven
Tests because of his country’s
international isolation due to
apartheid, has died in Durban
aged 77."He suffered a complica-
tion during surgery and while in
ICU went into cardiac arrest. He
became unconscious and unfortu-

nately never woke up,” his wife
Maryna told website News24.

South Africa won six of the
seven Tests Procter played — all
against Australia — in the three
years since debut in 1967. He took
4] wickets at an average of 15.02
and scored 226 runs.

His phenomenal first-class
career left the game wondering
what his Test achievements would

have been as in the case of his con-
temporaries Barry Richards and
Graeme Pollock. He was named
Wisden's Cricketer of the Year in
1970. The same year, he emulated
Don Bradman and CB Fry by scor-
ing six successive first-class centu-
ries for Rhodesia in the Currie
Cup. Procter was SA’s first coach
on their re-admission into interna-
tional cricket in 1991-92, HTC
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Thailand 3-2 in the final to clinch :
the biennial title for the first time 7 | Tu 'Sl
since its inception in 2016. btk T

India, who beat the top three = Lightens
seeds China, Japan and Thailand, ¥ Skin Tone.
rode on the shoulders of Sindhu,

Treesa Jolly/Gayatri Gopichand Neem

and 17-year-old Anmol Kharbon ety - [ P A NP R . S 2 | (AeT 48§50

Sunday to deliver the gold and put Removes extra oil i

India in good stead heading for from the skin A,Imond
the Uber Cup in Chengdu, China.

“Anmol’s fearlessness stands Moisturizes skin
out.She'sgritty and herattitude is [ e L ST A e s 000000 8 Comptiie Apuirveic makes it
perfect for team championships. bt soft and supple.
She has no international experi- % ¥ LT —
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team matches there's so much B

pressure and she enjoys it; that
helped her win the crucial
matches.”

It must be noted that most
teams came without their top
players. China, who India beat 3-2
in the group stage, didn't have
Olympic champion Chen Yufei,
world No.6 He Bingjiao and world
No.l doubles combine Chen Qing
Chenand Jia Yi Fan.

Japan were without two-time
world champion Akane Yamagu-
chi and two of their top pairs.
Thailand were without their two
top singles players, including
former world champion Ratcha-
nok Intanon, with the big names

the BWF World Tour resuming
next month in the crucial Olym-
pic qualification period.

Though Sindhu lost to Japan's
Aya Ohori in Saturday’s semi-fi-
nal tie, she brought out her vin-
tage game against Supanida
Katethong in the opening singles.
The former world champion
played aggressively against a
player who has troubled her in
the past and it paid dividends as
she won 21-12, 21-12.

Treesa and Gayatri, both 20,
doubled the lead, beating world
No.10 Jongkolphan Kititharakul
and Rawinda Prajongjai 21-16,
18-21, 21-16.

clear plan. They pinned their
opponents to the back court and
attacked at every opportunity to
win the opening game. But the
superior defence of the Thai pair-
ing helped them claw back into
the match as the Indians lapsed
INto errors.

To their credit, Gayatri and
Treesa hungin despite things not
going their way and managed to
rally from 6-10 down in the
decider to 14-all. From 15-all, they
won five straight points before
converting the second of the five
match points, finishing with an
all-win record in the competition.

Ashmita Chaliha couldn't find

former world champion Nozomi
Okuhara on Saturday as she lost
11-21, 14-21. Doubles national
champions Priva Konjengbam
and Shruti Mishra lost to the Aim-
saard sisters, Benyapa and Nun-
takarn, pushing the final into the
deciding rubber.

Like against China in the group
stage and Japan in semis, it came
down to national champion
Anmol. And the 17-year-old, play-
ing in only her second interna-
tional senior event, again deliv-
ered. Though she took time to get
used to Pornpicha Choeikee-
wong's power game and trailed
4-6 in the opener, once she started

no stopping her. Anmol, ranked
world No.472, hammered the
world No.45 21-14, 21-9.

When Pornpicha's shuttle
went long on the final point,
Anmol ran to chief national coach
Pullela Gopichand and the rest of
the players rushed towards them,
picking the Faridabad teenager
on their shoulders and chanting
her name in frenzied celebration
at the Setia City Convention Cen-
tre.

“I'm very happy that we won
because thisis the first time India
are winning gold at the Badmin-
ton Asia Team Championships. It
is a big thing because history has

deciding to rest and prepare for The world No.23 began witha  the rhythm that saw her defeat  controlling the rallies there was  been scripted here,” said Anmol.
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