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ED issues sixth
summons to CM
in excise case

NEW DELHI

The ED on Wednesday
summoned Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal for the sixth time. He
has been asked to appear
before the ED for questioning
in connection with the excise
case on February 19, the day
his government is supposed to
present its budget. » Page 2

Sandeshkhali:
Governor seeks
Jjudicial probe

KOLKATA

West Bengal Governor CV.
Ananda Bose on Wednesday
sought the arrest of local TMC
leaders at Sandeshkhali
against whom allegations of
atrocities have been raised,
including by women. He also
suggested a judicial inguiry
into the matter. » Page 4

Centre calls for talks yet again,
but farmers seek ‘positive’ offer

Arjun Munda, Piyush Goyal,
Nityanand Rai to lead talks

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

s protesting farm-
Aers from Punjab
continue to camp

at different locations along
the boundary with Harya-
na, farmer representatives
and Union Ministers are
preparing to hold another
round of talks on Thurs-
day. However, the farmers
asserted that the meeting
would be fruitful enly if the
government had someth-
ing ‘positive’ to offer.

In Punjab’s Rajpura,
farmer leaders said the
Centre invited them to
Chandigarh for delibera-
tions on their demands.
The meeting would be held
with Union Ministers Arjun
Munda, Piyush Goyal and
Nityanand Rai.

“We are camping peace-

-~
Farmers advancing towards

fully on inter-State boun-
daries with Haryana. We
conveyed to the Centre
that we are not averse to
the meeting, although we
expect that the govern-
ment should first create a
positive atmosphere. On

i W

Protesters have been stopped at I
Haryana’s boundary since Tuesday

& f

the one hand, the govern-
ment in Haryana is resort-
ing to the use of tear gas
and water cannon and on
the other, they are speak-
ing about talks. They have
assured us that the situa-
tion would be normalised,”

3 g 9 5 _ &
Delhi en masse, at Shambhu Barrier in Punjab. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAS

Jagjit Singh Dallewal, a se-
nior SKM(NP) leader, told
The Hindu.

This would be the third
meeting over their long list
of demands, including a le-
gal guarantee on Minimum
Support Price.

Police use tear gas, water cannon
to disperse agitating farmers

On Tuesday, scores of
farmers from different
parts of Punjab started
their ‘tractor-trolley’
march to lay siege to Delhi
to press for fulfilment of
their demands. As farmers
reached Haryana's Sham-
bu village near Ambala and
Khanauri-Jind, the boun-
dary with Punjab, they
were stopped from enter-
ing the State. The Haryana
government had put in
place elaborate security ar-
rangements with multi-
layer barricades; since
then, the farmers have
been camping near the
boundary. Police resorted
to the use of tear gas to dis-
perse them on Wednesday.
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against ‘One Nation,
One Election’ plan

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

The Tamil Nadu Assembly
on Wednesday ‘unani-
mously’ adopted two reso-
lutions against the Union
government’s ‘One nation,
One Election’ proposal and
the proposed delimitation
after 2026.

The resolution against
the proposed delimitation
reads, “This august House
urges the Union govern-
ment that the delimitation
process, to be carried out
after 2026 on the basis of
Census, should not be im-
plemented. Owing to un-
avoidable reasons, if the
number of seats on the ba-
sis of population is to in-
crease, it shall be main-
tained at the present ratio
of the constituencies bet-
ween the States in the As-
semblies and both Houses
of Parliament fixed on the
basis of the population of
19717

1t further says, “This au-

MK. Stalin

gust House also urges that
States like Tamil Nadu
should not be penalised for
implementing  socio-eco-
nomic development pro-
grammes and welfare
schemes over the past 50
years.” The resolution
against ‘One Nation, One
Election’ proposal reads,
“This august House urges
the Union government not
to implement the ‘One Na-
tion, One Election’ policy
as the theory is against the
basis of democracy; im-

practical; and not en-
shrined in the Constitution
of India.”

Chavan, Murugan in
Sabha list

BJP’s Rajya

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The BJP will nominate to
the Rajya Sabha its nation-
al president J.P. Nadda
from Gujarat, Union Minis-
ters Ashwini Vaishnaw and
L. Murugan from Odisha
and Madhya Pradesh res-
pectively, and new entrant
and former Maharashtra
Chief Minister Ashok Cha-
van from his home State,
the party announced on
Wednesday. The polls are
scheduled for February 27.

The nomination of Mr.
Murugan and Mr. Vaish-
naw makes them the only
two exceptions to the BJP

L. Murugan, Ashwini Vaishnaw

that Union Ministers com-
pleting their terms in the
Rajya Sabha must now
fight the Lok Sabha poll.
Mr. Vaishnaw has received
support from the Biju Jana-
ta Dal (BJD) as well, just as
in 2019.

CONTINUED ON

Congress old-timers,
loyalists in the fray

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress old-timers who
have long been out of Par-
liament will soon make
their way back in, thanks
to the upcoming Rajya Sab-
ha polls. On Wednesday,
the party released its list of
candidates for the 10 seats
that it is expected to win in
the biennial elections to
the Upper House.

All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) treasurer
Ajay Maken, who had nar-
rowly lost the last round of
Rajya Sabha elections from
Haryana, has now been
fielded from Karnataka.

Y'&S a2y N
tForme. apinet M
= ust af 3 PM
~Club,

Ajay Maken

Gandhi, he is said to have
been accommodated from
Karnataka despite Chief
Minister ~ Siddaramaiah’s
reservations about fielding
“outsiders”. Mr. Maken will
be back in Parliament after
adecade.
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‘Wednesday adopted a un-
animous resolution urging
the Centre to suitably
amend the Wildlife Protec-
tion Act to mitigate human-
wildlife conflicts.

Forest Minister A.K. Sa-
seendran tabled the resolu-
tion for discussion as per
rule 118 of the Assembly’s
Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business.

Members across the aisle
supported the resolution
aimed at eliminating wil-
dlife that trespass on hu-
man habitations, imperill-
ing the life and property of
citizens, destroying crops
and preying on livestock.
UDF MLAs Manjilamkuzhi
Ali, T. Siddique, Sunny Jo-

c™
K

Mitigating conflict: Awild elephant attacking a grocery shop at
Chokkanad in Idukki district of Kerala. FILE PHOTO

seph and L.C. Balakrishnan
suggested certain amend-
ments.

Wildlife intrusions in
habitations abutting forests
and lethal attacks on resi-
dents had impelled the go-
vernment to request the
Centre to make the law
more contemporary. The
resolution demanded that

the Central law empower
Chief Forest Conservators
to use lethal force to liqui-
date wild animals that tres-
pass on residential locali-
ties and pose an imminent
threat to human life. It also
requested the Centre to in-
itiate scientific and humane
measures to control the wil-
dlife population.

claimed victory in the first
round of the archipelago’s
presidential election on
‘Wednesday after prelimin-
ary results indicated that
he was on course to be
elected leader of Southeast
Asia’s biggest economy
and the world’s third lar-
gest democracy.

Official results are not
due until next month but
pollsters who collected a
sample of votes at polling
stations for previously re-
liable “quick counts” put
Mr. Subianto on more than
55%, with most of the vote
sample counted.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 15
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Nod to acquire
land for Urban
Extension
Road-I by L-G

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHT

Lieutenant-Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena has ap-
proved the acquisition of
over two bighas of land in
south-west Delhi’s Bhar-
thal village for completion
of the Urban Extension
Road-1I (UER-), a Raj Ni-
was official said on
Wednesday.

The UER-L, a long-pend-
ing project proposed by
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) in its Mas-
ter Plan for Delhi-2041,
aims to serve as the city’s
third Ring Road.

The road will help de-
congest Dhaula Kuan and
other sections of both Out-
er and Inner Ring Roads as
well as create a bypass bet-
ween north and south-west
Delhi, the official added.

In April 2016, the DDA
had made a request to ac-
quire the land from the
Delhi government.

However, the process
was delayed due to several
pending litigations.

ED summons Kejriwal again,
picks budget day for grilling

Central probe agency issues sixth summons to the CM in connection with a money laundering

case linked to the now-scrapped excise policy; AAP chief had earlier termed summonses ‘illegal’

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHT

he Enforcement Di-
Trecmrate (ED) on
Wednesday sum-

moned Delhi Chief Minis-
ter and Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) national convener
Arvind Kejriwal in the Del-
hi excise policy case for the
sixth time.

The probe agency asked
Mr. Kejriwal to appear be-
fore it for questioning on
February 19, the day the
Delhi government is sup-
posed to present its
budget.

Finance Minister Atishi
had said on Tuesday that
this year’s budget will fo-
cus on education, health,
and roads — areas where
the ruling AAP claims to
have delivered.

A Rouse Avenue court
had sought Mr. Kejriwal's
presence on February 17 af-
ter he skipped five notices

CMArvind Kejriwal (left) with Lieutenant-Governor V.K. Saxena ata
government event in Delhi on Wednesday. pTi

issued by the probe agen-
cy. The court’s order came
in response to a complaint
by the ED on February 3, a
day after he skipped the
fifth summons issued by it
in a money laundering
case linked to the now-
scrapped policy.

The court had noted
that Mr. Kejriwal was “le-
gally bound” to comply
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with the summonses. The
CM had earlier termed the

ED summonses “illegal”
and “politically
motivated”.

Reacting to the court or-
der, the ruling party had
said that they would seek
legal advice.

The ED has arrested sev-
eral persons, including se-
nior AAP leaders Sanjay

Singh and Manish Sisodia,
alleging that they played a
key role in the formulation
and implementation of the
policy for 2021-22, which
benefited certain liquor
manufacturers, wholesal-
ers, and retailers for mone-
tary considerations.

The agency has alleged
that the money earned
through the “scam” was di-
verted through “hawala”
channels for the AAP’s
campaign in the 2022 Goa
Assembly election.

‘CM should cooperate’
AAP did not offer any com-
ment on the fresh ED
Summons.

However, Delhi BJP
chief Virendra Sachdeva
said he hoped that the CM
would now cooperate with
the agency. “He has not ob-
tained any relief [from the
court] on his plea against
the ED summonses till
date,” Mr. Sachdeva said.
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New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

City adds 350 more
e-buses; 3rd biggest
fleet in world: govt.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal and Lieutenant-Gover-
nor V.K. Saxena on Wed-
nesday flagged off 350
electric buses, taking the
number of such buses in
the city to 1,650.

The national capital
ranks third in the world af-
ter two other cities — Chi-
na’s Shenzhen and Santia-
goin Chile — in terms of the
size of its e-bus fleet, ac-

cording to the Delhi
government.
The government in-

tends to induct around
8,000 electric buses by
2025, which will constitute
80% of Delhi’s over total
fleet strength.

Mr. Saxena told repor-
ters that these buses will
help combat air pollution
in the city.

Mr. Kejriwal said his go-
vernment intends to gra-
dually replace CNG buses
with electric ones.

“In the times to come,

The Delhi government has
planned to induct 8,000
e-buses by 2025. PTI

Delhi’s bus fleet will con-
sist of 10,480 buses, with
80% of them being elec-
tric. Currently, 22% of the
buses in the city fleet are
electric,” Transport Minis-
ter Kailash Gahlot added.

The Minister said his de-
partment is likely to roll
out the Mohalla Bus Ser-
vice Scheme by the
month-end.

He said they are current-
ly talking to companies for
the delivery of e-buses.

Centre’s reply
sought on the
age limit for
surrogacy

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday sought the
Centre’s response within
four weeks on a petition by
a couple challenging the
law that allows only wo-
men aged between 23 and
50 to go for surrogacy.

The couple, both aged
around 51, contended that
such a restriction is against
their right to procreation.

While asking the Centre
to file its reply, the court re-
marked that “no one can
sit on judgment” in such
cases.

The couple approached
the court after the State
medical board refused to
issue them the required
certificate for the proce-
dure on the ground that
the woman had “crossed
the upper age limit” under
the Surrogacy (Regulation)
Act, 2021. The court asked
the Central appellate auth-
ority to decide the couple’s
appeal against the rejec-
tion in four weeks.

Priority hearing for HIV-positive persons in HC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The High Court will take
up and dispose of “on a
priority basis” the legal
proceedings involving HIV-
positive persons.

The “practice direc-

tions” issued by the court
stated that the anonymity
of the HIV-positive person
must be strictly main-
tained by substituting the
name of such person with
a pseudonym in the court
records. The directions
were issued on February 7

in compliance with an or-
der passed by the Supreme
Court in September last
year. The apex court had
asked all courts and quasi-
Jjudicial bodies to comply
with provisions of the HIV
(Prevention and Control)
Act, 2017.

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

B-11, 2nd Fir, Main Road, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, DELHI

9810975937 / 011-47092329

m I\ﬂlaa Waln Administraive Bulding, Sector.8, Noida, G.B. Nagar, U} Main Administrative Bullding, Sector-8, Noida, G.B. Nagar, (U.P.) Websita: www.noldaauthorityoniine.in
Website: www.nioldaauthorityoniine.in
(Near Jhandewalan, Gole Chkr.) E-TENDER NOTICE
r Bagh) Tender for sale of Vehicle E-Tend — G lesratons o the:foll B oE aast which bid
JANAKPURI B-1/2, Main Najafgarh Road,Opp. Metro P Sealed tender are invited on behalf of Chief Excutive Officer, ~Tenders are invited from eligible firms/contractors for the following job against which bids
D T e e i Ve Y i C R S P PR E R SRITI (o o sale of folloviing Vehidts "as where i basie: om dota] | | S21 be uploaded and same shall be opened / downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The
am, Near Moolchand Cro: 01.03.2024 between 11:00 am to 3:00 pm & same will be opened details and oondmuns l?f all tenders are available on Noida Authority's official website:
on 3:30 pm in the office of the Sr. Manager (E/M)_I. The vehicle “”‘"‘" ";& ! e up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these website
EDUCATIONAL may be inspected during the office hours. for any corrige etc.
SL| Registration Type of Model | Earnest sL, Job No. Sale Start | Sale End Tander
No. No. vehicle ace Money No| Date Date Opening Date
GENERAL o and Time
1 [ UP16AP-1111 Ambassodor 201 10000.00
> TUPTBAL0745 | Ambassodor | 2073 | 10006.00 1.|JobNo.A7/E-TENDERISPO/2023-24 14.02.2024 | 27.02.2024 | 28.02.2024
3 | UP16AM-3179 Gypsy 201 10000.00 Name of Work- Procurement of Manhole upto 5:00 PM.| 11:.00 AM.
7 [UP16AK-9116 | Pulsar 220 OC 2072 | 10000.00 | Covers with Frame for Jal Division-1ll,
i Rs.50,40,000.00
5 | UP16AK-9124 Pulsar 220 CC 20 0000.00 —
8 UP16AK-9350 | Pulsar220 CC | 20 0000.00 2.|JobNo.-18/E-TENDER/SP0/2023-24 14.02.2024 | 27.02.2024 | 28.02.2024
7 TUP16AK.94 Pulsar 220 CC | 20 0000.00 % s‘;zﬁni_r:jg gf ti:]urr_\'meEr Ll{mfo[rg upto 5:00 PM.|  11:00 AM.
& | UP16AK-9417 | Pulsar 220 CC | 20 0000.00 or Eoriteact Staff of Nolda Athbrity, Estimate
9 | UP16AK-9418 | Pulsar 220 CC_| 20 0000.00 Rs.62,38,380.00
For:- SSC, Banking, Ruﬂwav 10 | UP16AK-9419 | Pulsar 220 CC 20 0000.00 3. [JobNo.-19/E-TENDER/SP0/2023-24 14.02.2024 | 27.02.2024 28.02.2024
i t o = 11 | UP16AK-9420 | Pulsar 220 CC 20° 0000.00 Name of Work- Stitcr)ing of \N[n_ler Unilprm of upto 5:00 PM.[ 11:00 AM.
(SAT, CPO(SI), all govt.services 12| UP16AK-9421 | Pulsar220 CC | 2012 | 10000.00 gmg;;lo ?tsagfogf Noida Authority, Estimated
S. |
OFFLINE + ONLINE 13 [ UP16AK-9422 | Pulsar220 CC | 2012 | 10000.00 80,
h b 14 | UP16AK-9423 | Pulsar 220 CC 2012 10000.00 Store Purchase Officer,
Starts on 21th Feb. 15 | UP16AK-0424 | Pulsar 220 CC_| 2012 | 10000.00 Noida
At 06:30 PM to 08:00 PM 6 [ UP16AK-9425 | Pulsar220 CC [ 2012 [ 10000.00 LEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA
2 Demo Classes Free 7 | UP16AK-9426 | Pulsar 220 CC 2012 0000.00
9250291082, 7065900111 8| UP16AK-9427 | Pulsar220 CC | 2012 0000.00 OFFICE OF
Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-9 9 | UP16AK-9428 Pulsar 220 CC 2012 0000.00 10TH CIRCLE HIMACHAL PRADESH
g? 3’;‘ Bﬁﬁ :gg F;“:W ggg gg gg:g :ggggvgg PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT BILASPUR H.P. 174001
& ulsar
| LEGALNOTICE | 37 UrioAk.458 | Pulsar 220 GC | 5012 | 10000.00 UNDER PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA
TR 23| UP16AK-9480 | Pulsar 220 CC | 2012 | 10000.00 Address: Superintending Engineer, 10" Circle, HPPWD Bilaspur; Email id: hp-bil@nic.in
wnsungusmuu AP 24 | UP16AK-94 Pulsar 220 CC | 20 10000.00 NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
25 | UP16AK-94 Pulsar 220 CC | 20 10000.00 The Superintending Engineer, 10” Circle HPPWD., Bilaspur on behalf of Govemor Himachal Pradesh invites the
M .umlmmun 5/0: M Ahammed 26 | UP16A Pulsar 220 CC 20 10000.00 percentage g ilc, five year maintenance of roads under Pradhan
ﬂ“ﬁ;‘““"";’fﬁﬁ"ﬂ“‘m‘ 27 | UP16AK-94 Pulsar 220 CC |20 10000.00 Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana-lil of 2023-24 in the Distict of Bilaspur as detailed in the Table below from the eligible
anthapuramu District () 5 TOPTEARSH Pulsar 220 00 | 201 10000.00 contractors registered with HPPWD/State Govt /Gentral Govt. agencies.
29 | UP16AK-9502 | Pulsar 220 CC 201 10000.00 S 5 [Package | Name of the Road Package[Job  [Period of Estimated Cost | Total Cost] Bid
1) The Authorized Si W HEA Length _[Length |Completion | Excluding GST | excluding | Security
Blaupunkd India, Tower B, 30 | UP16AK-9504 Pulsar 220 CC 201 10000.00 8|3 (inKms)|(in (Months) (Rs Lakn) inlakh
snmmpm 224, Ground Fioor, 31| UP16AK- Pulsar 220 CC 201 10000.00 Kms.) (Rs Lacs)
Y g 32 | UP1BAK- Pulsar 220 CC | 20 10000.00 Ganste” s
+ Opposite Partie 33 | UP16AK- Pulsar 220 CC 20 0000.00 = = - =
otice o Opposit Partie-No: 1 34 | UP1BAK- Pulsar 220 CC_| 20 0000.00 el |8 .
c"'"w""-‘ erouin eaHo 93 | UP1GAICES Puisar 220 CC | 2072 | 10000.00 | = [FPOi68 | 703D Teon Drooar | 9210
36 | UP1BAK-95: Pulsar220 GC | 20 0000 00 2|3 Saryan Gha road. 21575 (18 monihs | 1722.89 |130.00 | 1852.89 | 37.06
of Service anamountofRs.2,00,000/ . 37 | UP16AK-952; Pulsar 220 CC 20 0000.00 glg Hp01170 | T02-Panchayat Ghar | 7170 k ’
The Complaint stands posted k] %
oA 38 | UP16AK-9525 | Pulsar 220 GG | 20 10000.00 & Hamora to Bauhat
P!o-wmnum-nnmuwmm 39 | UP16AK-9527 | Pulsar220 CC | 2012 | 10000.00 - Kasol road _
ool s 40 | UPT6AK-9528 | Pulsar220 CC | 2012 | 10000.00 = [HPOHT1 | T0S-Swarghat Shi | 5000
| £ Naina Devi Ji Bhakra fo
before the sad cout, fyoufailto appear 41| UP16AK-9529 | Pulsar220 CC | 2012 | 10000.00 @ls Kkt i i b lo6555 |5 | st | i
ik 42 | UP16AK-9530 | Pulsar220 CC | 2012 | 10000.00 | S|  [FP0T75 | To7-Toba Golait | 6300 | ’
g the court” 43 | UP16AK-9567 | Pulsar 220 CC 2012 10000.00 =]
- lws::ﬂmﬂ“' i Term & Conditions : LastDatel eceiptofbid:
Mobile: 9908935694, uagg:sgsg 1. Enclosed the D.D./FDR of valve as shown against the Bids can be submitted 2 umeonlmevmmwnutmanuao Huurslnzs, 24 a1 10.00 Hours and will be
vehicle of any scheduled bank in favour of NOIDA. Duenedonzﬁni 20242111 ircie, HPPWD, Bilaspur.
TENDERS 2. The earnest money will be forfeited in favour of NOIDA if M oig a0
tenderer makes any changes or refuses after receiving of| "
tender. The earnest money will be also forfeited in favour of| Ava\laml!ty of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and bid should be
WHEATPR%UKCFESJMIPDIALTD, NOIDA if success for tenderer fails o take over the vehicle Sbtied o b 1o in. Tnenmerlw;um be required ta register \nmawaﬂ site which is
within 10 days after acceptance letter. 1oE ) 0t e e i
Yh d Certifying Authorities (CA). “As bdd h D
3. Conditional tenders will not be entertained. bes um : szag u, atios (CAL. hapking Hiclero e 40, “,\ forparicpatng
I line bic 4. Therightfor acceptance/rejection of any tender s reserved Di particip: e
vites online bids in two cover o accapling authonty without assigring any Feason, fromauthorized GAscan use e samein his tender. )
system from eligible person/ , % " The bidder for routine maintenanc paid for
PERSONAL firms through e-Tender Portal 5. The GST/ other taxes which are applicable has to be paid ! i Furthe :
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SC moots expert panel on
reopening of Vedanta plant

Court says a ‘middle ground’ must be found: it adds that committee will evaluate environmental
concerns and suggest additional conditions, if any, for reopening of Sterlite plant at Thoothukudi

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday
proposed forming

a “non-partisan” commit-
tee to objectively evaluate
environmental concerns
and to suggest additional
conditions, if any, for reo-
pening the Vedanta Ster-
lite’s copper plant at
Thoothukudi.

The copper smelting
plant was permanently
shut down on the orders of
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment six years ago on
grounds of pollution. The
2018 closure of the plant
was preceded by nearly 30
years of local protests,
which had even led to an
incident of police firing.

“We have to find a way
forward... We have to
reach a win-win solution
by which the concerns of
the State as a custodian of
the health of the people
will be protected, your [Ve-
danta] concern as an inves-

The plant was permanently shut down on the orders of the Tamil
Nadu government six years ago on grounds of pollution. FILE PHOTO

tor is protected and our
concernthat this isnot afa-
cility lost to the nation s ta-
ken care of,” Chief Justice
of India D.Y. Chandrachud,
heading a three-judge
Bench, observed.

The Bench said the com-
mittee could submit its re-
port in a month.

Vedanta has moved the
court against the closure.
Senior advocate Shyam Di-
van, for the company, said
Vedanta was in “broad
agreement” with the sug-
gestion of the court to form

a panel. Senior advocate
C.S. Vaidyanathan, for the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Con-
trol Board, countered that
the “way forward” for Ve-
danta was to “sell the plant
and go elsewhere”.

“Out of 59,600 indus-
tries operating in the State,
why would I close just this
one? We are supported by
the history of their past
conduct. Dumping slag for
one. That reason alone was
enough for me to close the
plant,” Mr. Sankaranaraya-
nan argued.

The Chief Justice said
some sort of “middle
ground” must be ironed
out. Even if Vedanta sold
up, some other player
would have to ultimately
invest on the site, the court
reasoned. “We have to in-
stead explore what should
be the best modalities to
subserve public interest.
Ensure protection and rep-
aration if the committee
per se finds no reason to
shut down the industry.
This industry generates re-
venue for the nation and
the State. Country should
not lose this asset,” the
Chief Justice remarked.

The court said in case
the panel recommends re-
opening, Vedanta cannot
resume operations with
the 2018 standards.

“The committee will
dictate, you have to comp-
ly,” it said.

It urged both the State
and Vedanta to suggest
modalities and domain ex-
perts for the panel by the
next hearing on Thursday.

‘Govt. taking steps to
issue OBC certificates
to eligible Marathas’

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra govern-
ment on Wednesday told
the Bombay High Court
that it was taking “all ne-
cessary steps” to include
eligible Marathas in the
Other Backward Castes
(OBC) category by granting
them Kunbi caste
certificates.

The statement came as
Maratha quota activist Ma-
noj Jarange-Patil 's hunger
strike on the issue entered
its fifth day.

Advocate-General Biren-
dra Saraf told a Division
Bench that though it had
not even been 20 days
since the State government
issued a draft notification
stating that eligible Marath-
as would be included in the
OBC category, Mr. Jarange-
Patil had “already
launched a hunger strike”.

The court was hearing a
petition filed by activist
Gunaratan Sadavarte over
the disruption of law and
order due to Mr. Jarange-
Patil’s ongoing agitation.

“The government is tak-
ing all steps to amend the

_ Timings
DELHI
THURSDAY,
RISE _ 07:00 18:11
= RISE 10:28 SET 00:00

FRIDAY, FEB. 16
RISE  07:00 SET 18:12
 RISE 11:06  SET 00:14

SATURDAY, FEB. 17
RISE  06:59  SET 18:13
o RISE  11:49 SET 01:9

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 25 10 |0
S

P 11
Delhi Palam Today

23°C The weather wil be dry.
Morning will be cold with
shallow fog and mist. The day
will be pleasant. Night will be
cold and hazy.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
24°C A dry weather to prevail
Morning will be cold with
shallow fog and mist. Day will
be pleasant with light cool
breeze. Night also will be cold

opyrght Skyme Weaiver 2024
P

THE=¢2 HINDU

Maratha activists participate in
arally in Karad on Wednesday
to press for reservation. PTi

rules to issue Kunbi caste
certificates to eligible per-
sons from the Maratha
community,” the advocate-
general said.

“The last time people
[Mr. Jarange-Patil and his
followers] marched to
Mumbai, the State took
steps, including issuing a
notification calling for ob-
jections to amend the
rules. The law has a certain
timeline. In situations like
this, a continuous fast will
lead to various situations
which will become diffi-
cult,” he added.

Delhi Police

posts meme on
Valentine’s Day
Alisha Dutta

NEW DELHI

In light of Valentine’s Day,
Delhi Police uploaded a
post on social media asking
people to “report” their ex-
partners if suspected of be-
ing involved in illegal activ-
ity. The Instagram post was
titled “Is your ex involved
in illegal activities?”, and
added, “Your information
could help them win a trip
in a government vehicle, a
night’s stay in lock up, and
photoshoots from various
angles”.

ACP Ranajay Atrishya
said the humorous post

as “purely for the pur-
pose of public engage-
ment”. “We received hila-
rious comments, as was
the intention. The post was
not made to harbour com-
plaints,” he said, adding
that indeed, no complaints
were received on the hel-
pline regarding the same.

‘Banbhoolpura
demolition not in
accordance with law’

Press Trust of India
NAINITAL

Lawyer and Congress lead-
er Salman Khurshid, argu-
ing on behalf of a Banb-
hoolpura resident in the
Uttarakhand High Court,
said on Wednesday that his
client should have been
granted 15 days' time to file
areply in the court before
demolition was carried out
in the area.

Demolition of “illegal
structures” had sparked
violence in Banbhoolpura
in Haldwani on February
8, claiming six lives and
leaving over a 100 people
injured, including police
and journalists.

Mr. Khurshid argued
that although no relief
could be given to the peti-
tioner since the demolition
had already been carried
out, it had not been done
following  due  legal
process.

The demolition, said Mr.
Khurshid, was carried out
only four days after a not-
ice was served to the peti-
tioner, even though, as per
the process of law, a total
of 15 days must be granted

to file a reply.

The noted lawyer ar-

ed the case via video
conferencing on behalf of
the petitioner, Safiya Ma-
lik, who is the wife of Ab-
dul Malik, the main ac-
cused in the Haldwani
violence. Ms. Malik in her
petition had asked the
court to stop the
demolition.

The court, however, had
not intervened in the mat-
ter, and the demolition was
executed on the grounds
that the construction in
question stood upon Nazul
land, which is primarily
owned by the government.

A single-judge Bench of
Justice Manoj Kumar Tiwa-
ri questioned the petition-
er as to how construction
was carried out at the site
when the property in ques-
tion had been leased out
by the government as agri-
cultural land.

However, without going
into the question of wheth-
er the lease was valid or
not, the court called for a
counter affidavit by the go-
vernment, and posted the
case for further hearing in
the second week of May.

Delhi HC issues notice
on 100-yr-old mosque

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday issued a notice
on a plea filed by the Delhi
Development  Authority
(DDA), which sought vaca-
tion of an earlier court or-
der that forbade any action
against a 100-year-old com-
plex comprising a mosque,
graveyard and school in
Dhaula Kuan.

Justice Sachin Datta is-

sued a notice on the DDA's
application, and asked the
petitioner — the managing
committee of the Shahi
Masjid and Qabristan Kan-
gal Shah — to file a res-
ponse within 10 days.

The DDA in its plea said
the area comes under the
Central ~ Ridge forest,
where residential and com-
mercial activities are prohi-
bited. In November, the
court had told DDA not to
take any “coercive action”.
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Farmers march: police dig in their heels; parents of school students

Samridhi Tewari
NEW DELHT

A day after the city’s bor-
ders with Haryana and Ut-
tar Pradesh were barricad-
ed and fortified with
concrete blocks, contain-
ers, and barbed wire, the
police dug trenches on the
streets and bylanes at the
Singhu border to prevent
the protesting farmers
from entering Delhi.

With the help of earth-
movers, the police also re-
moved territorial signage
at the Singhu border,
which connects Delhi with
Haryana. It was done to en-
sure that tear-gas shells
fired by the police don’t
face any obstruction, a se-
nior officer said.

The officer also said se-
ven layers of barbed wire,
spikes, concrete blocks,
containers, and four to five
layers of concrete barri-
cades on both sides of the
Singhu border flyover have
been placed, adding that
drones are being used to

Taking no chances: Seven layers of barbed wire, spikes, concrete blocks, contal

border, where trenches were also dug to prevent farmers from entering the city. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

monitor the situation.

The developments
come a day after scuffles
were reported between
many protesters and per-
sonnel of the Haryana Pol-
ice at various places along
the Punjab border, follow-
ing which the police resort-
ed to the use of tear gas
through drones and water

cannons to disperse the
agitators.

Several farmer groups
from Uttar Pradesh, Harya-
na, and Punjab, who have
been demanding a law on
minimum support price,
had givena ‘Dilli Chalo’ call
on Tuesday.

At the Tikri border, per-
sonnel of the police and

paramilitary forces con-
ducted mock drills. Mast
lights and CCTV cameras
were installed at various
points along the border.
More containers and
metal barricades were also
placed on the border to
prevent the farmers’
march. The movement of
vehicles was shut com-

e

pletely on the Singhu and
Tikri borders with Haryana
on Wednesday. All vehi-
cles, including buses, were
stopped near the borders,
forcing people to walk on
foot to reach Delhi and use
other modes of transport,
mostly autorickshaws and
e-rickshaws, to reach their
destinations.

iners, and four to five layers of concrete barricades were placed on both sides of the Singhu

Meanwhile, traffic
movement was reported to
be normal near the Capi-
tal's border with Uttar Pra-
desh at Ghazipur. The
NH-9 and NH-24, which
connect Delhi with Ghazia-
bad and Noida and further
with Meerut, also wit-
nessed uninterrupted
movement of vehicles dur-

ing the day.

Many commuters took
to the Delhi Metro to avoid
getting stuck in traffic
snarls, causing the count of
daily passenger journeys to
climb to its highest-ever
single-day count of 71.09
lakh.

Board exams

Many students living along
the Delhi-Haryana border
due to appear for their
Board exams starting on
Thursday were perturbed
by the restrictions on veh-
icular movement.

The Central Board of Se-
condary Education (CBSE)
on Wednesday advised stu-
dents in Delhi to leave their
homes early to reach the
examination centres in
time. Over 5.8 lakh stu-
dents are expected to take
the exams at 877 centres in
the city.

A Class 12 student and
resident of Singhu village,
Anuj, said, “I will leave for
my exam centre at least
four hours before time be-

anxious

cause we don’t know how
long it will take to reach
the exam centre. If the
protest continues, it will be
difficult for me to reach the
exam centre on time.”

Suresh Rawat, a resi-
dent of Alipur who works
at a factory in Narela, hasa
son who has to appear for
his Class 10 board exams at
a centre in Burari. “We will
have to leave early to reach
in time. All roads leading to
my Son’s exam centre are
blocked. We will try to
reach Burari through lanes
that have not been dug up
yet,” Mr. Rawat said.

“The police should un-
derstand that children are
due to appear for their
Board exams. They should
make way for children,” he
added.

Shilpi Devi, who works
as a cook in Kundli, said,
“My daughter is in Class 12.
We can’t expect her to tra-
vel to Jahangirpuri all by
herself. So, I will have to go
with her to the centre and
miss the day’s work.”
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‘Corridor from Delhi to Noida

airport to be ready soon’

‘A 60-km long highway corridor that will connect
southern and eastern parts of Delhi to the
upcoming Noida International Airport as well as
the Mumbai Expressway will be ready by the end
of the year, said Minister for Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari. The six-lane corridor is
being developed at a cost of 34,463 crore, and
will include eight elevated sections, 10 flyovers
and six busways, Mr. Gadkari said during an
inspection visit on Wednesday. The project is
part of a 365,000 crore plan to decongest Delhi,

the Minister said.

Two tribals beaten up in M.P.,

accused’s house bulldozed

The police have so far arrested seven persons
after two tribal men were allegedly beaten up in
separate incidents in Madhya Pradesh’s Betul
district, while the local administration bulldozed
the house of one of the accused. In one of the
incidents which took place on November 15 last
year, the victim was brought to Betul city by one
of the accused under some pretext following a
dispute over money. He was allegedly hung
upside down in a room and beaten up, police
said. In another incident, a tribal youth was
allegedly beaten up by a group of persons on
February 7 over an old enmity. 1

UP. court gives verdict 43

years after Behmai massacre

Four decades after the sensational Behmai
massacre in which 20 people were shot dead in a
Kanpur village by bandit Phoolan Devi and her
gang, a court on Wednesday pronounced its
verdict, handing life sentence to one of the two
last surviving accused. The anti-robbery court of
Judge Amit Malviya found Shyam Babu guilty but
acquitted Vishwanath due to lack of evidence,
Kanpur Dehat district government advocate Raju
Porwal said. He said a total of 35 people,
including Phoolan Devi, were accused in the case
and all of them except for Shyam Babu and
Vishwanath have died. In the years following the
massacre, Phoolan Devi surrendered and

became an MP. eni

Dalit groom assaulted for

riding horse during wedding

Four persons have been arrested for allegedly
attacking a Dalit bridegroom for riding a horse as
part of his wedding procession in Gujarat’s
Gandhinagar district, police said. The groom,
along with around 100 participants in the
procession, was on way to the bride’s house in
the village when a man on a motorcycle
intercepted and dragged him down from the
horse and slapped him, said a complaint filed by
the groom’s cousin. Three more persons joined
him and all the four abused and threatened the
groom, the complainant stated in the FIR. en

Governor seeks arrests,

judicial inquiry into

Sandeshkhali charges

Ananda Bose submits ‘report” on his Monday visit after allegations by women of atrocities by local

Trinamool leaders; Bengal BJP president Sukanta Majumdar hospitalised after scuffle with police

Shiv Sahay Singh

KOLKATA
est Bengal Go-
vernor CV.
Ananda Bose

on Wednesday sought the
arrest of local Trinamool
Congress leaders at San-
deshkhali island in North
24 Parganas district against
whom allegations of atroci-
ties have been raised, in-
cluding by women. The
Governor also suggested a
Jjudicial inquiry into the
matter as well as providing
ex gratia to the victims.
The area continued to
remain on the boil with
West Bengal Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) president
Sukanta Majumdar making
another failed bid to go
there. Stopped by the pol-
ice at Taki in North 24 Par-
ganas district en route to
Sandeshkhali, he was in-
Jjured in a scuffle and taken
to a State-run hospital in
Basirhat and later to a
health facility in Kolkata.
“Arrest the gang leaders
and his henchmen imme-

Bengal BJP chief Sukanta Majurr;dar being trea;ed ata hospital in
Basirhat in North 24 Parganas district on Wednesday. PTI

diately. Constitute a Spe-
cial Task Force / SIT to in-
vestigate into  alleged
nexus of the criminal ele-
ments and to determine
the depth and extent of the
committed crimes and
bring all the culprits before
law;” a “report for the peo-
ple of West Bengal” by the
Governor said. He also
pointed out that there is a
“precarious situation
where people are in a con-
fusion as to who are the of-
fenders and who are the
protectors”.

Mr. Bose had visited
Sandeshkhali on Monday
after locals, chiefly wo-

men, hit the streets earlier
this month alleging atroci-
ties against local Trina-
mool leaders including
Shahjahan Sheikh, who is
absconding, and set their
properties on fire. The is-
land made headlines on Ja-
nuary 5, when a team of
Enforcement Directorate
officials was attacked by a
mob when they went to
conduct raids at the house
of Mr. Sheikh in connec-
tion with PDS scam.

The BJP leaders present
with Mr. Majumdar on
Wednesday alleged that he
was attacked, a claim
backed by Leader of Oppo-

sition Suvendu Adhikari
who said Mr. Majumdar
was injured during a baton
charge by the police.
Meanwhile, after the
Calcutta High Court set
aside the State administra-
tion’s decision to impose
prohibitory orders under
Section 144 of Cr.PCin San-
deshkhali, a fresh notifica-
tion by the district admi-
nistration imposed
prohibitory orders in cer-
tain pockets of the block
with containment zones.

‘Campaign based on lies’
The Trinamool Congress
said that the entire cam-
paign of the Opposition
was based on lies. “Even if
one believes that the wo-
men of Sandeshkhali did
not speak because of fear,
what stopped CPI(M) and
BJP leaders from making
these allegations earlier?”
said party spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh. The Trina-
mool leadership has start-
ed reaching out to people
and the party is likely to
hold a rally in the region.

‘Reconsider move on
withdrawal of Free

Movement

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A coordination body of five
non-government organisa-
tions in Mizoram has re-
quested the Centre to re-
consider its decision to
scrap the Free Movement
Regime (FMR) along the
1,643 km India-Myanmar
border.

The FMR agreement en-
tailed the border residents
of both countries to travel
up to 16 km within each
other’s territory without
any visa. A week ago,
Home Minister Amit Shah
announced the Centre’s
decision to withdraw the
FMR because of security
concerns arising out of the
ongoing civil war in Myan-
mar and the ethnic conflict
in Manipur.

‘Divided by border’
“Being a signatory of the
UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peo-
ples, 2007, we believe that
our country (India) would
have taken measures to
assert the rights of indige-
nous peoples who are di-
vided by international bor-
der, as stated in Article 36
of this declaration,” the
NGO Coordination Com-
mittee said in a memoran-
dum to Mr. Shah on Febru-
ary 13.

Regime’

ey =
Soldiers patrol along the banks
of Tiau River, a natural border
between India and Myanmar.

“But we are astonished
by the government of In-
dia’s decision to scrap the
FMR as well as its attempt
to fence the border instead
of maintaining and deve-
loping relations between
the peoples living on both
sides of the border,” the
committee said.

The constituents of the
committee are the influen-
tial Central Young Mizo As-
sociation, the Mizo Upa
Pawl (association of senior
citizens), Mizo Hmeichhe
Insuikhawm Pawl (wo-
men’s federation), Mizo
Zirlai Pawl, and Mizo Stu-
dents’ Union.

The committee said the
FMR had been a crucial
mechanism in maintaining
ethnic and cultural linkag-
es between the people be-
longing to the Zo ethnic
group residing on both
sides of the border.

2 Assam Cong. MLAS
to support BJP govt.
‘for the greater good’

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Two Congress MLASs in As-
sam have declared their
support for the BJP-led go-
vernment headed by Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma.

The development is si-
milar to that of five Megha-
laya Congress MLAs who
issued a letter of support to
Conrad K. Sangma’s Na-
tional People’s Party
(NPP)-led coalition govern-
ment in February 2022.

Congress legislators Ka-
malakhya Dey Purkayastha
and Basanta Das, who re-
present the North Karim-
ganj and Mangaldoi As-
sembly constituencies,
respectively, on We
day said they would re-
main loyal to the grand old
party while supporting the
government’s positive ap-

a
CM Himanta Biswa Sarma

proach for the “greater
good” of the State.

Mr. Purkayastha re-
signed as the working pre-
sident of the Pradesh Con-
gress Committee but said
he would remain a primary
member of the party.

The development has
come a fortnight after
former Assam Youth Con-
gress president Angkita
Dutta and former Congress
MLA Bismita Gogoi joined
the BJP. The Congress has
23 MLAs in the 126-mem-
ber Assam Assembly.

Former Union Minister Deo set to quit
TDP over Naidu ‘cosying up to BJP’

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Former Union Minister and
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
leader Kishore Chandra
Deoisall set to quit the par-
ty, which he joined in 2019.
Confirming to The Hindu
on Wednesday that he will
tender his resignation in a
day or two, Mr. Deo ac-
cused TDP national presi-
dent N. Chandrababu Nai-
du of cosying up to the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
ever since he came out on
bail. Mr. Naidu was arrested
in September last year for
alleged corruption in con-
nection with the multi-
crore Skill Development
Corporation case.

Mr. Deo, who was the
Union Tribal Affairs Minis-
ter in the Congress-led UPA-
1I government, had joined
the TDP ahead of the 2019
Lok Sabha election after
facing a crushing defeat in

Kishore Chandra Deo

the 2014 poll which came
just after the State’s bifurca-
tion into Telangana and the
residuary Andhra Pradesh
State. A six-term MP (five in
the Lok Sabha and one in
the Rajya Sabha) Mr. Deo
fought the 2019 Lok Sabha
poll on a TDP ticket from
the Araku seat, which he
held between 2009 and
2014, and lost. Speaking to
The Hindu, Mr. Deo said
that he joined the TDP ata
time when the party had
walked out of the BJP-led
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) questioning
the BJP’s indifference to-

wards Andhra Pradesh. “I
joined the TDP with the aim
to work towards defeating
the Narendra Modi-Amit
Shah combine at the
Centre. But that cause is
losing ground, considering
the TDP has backed all dra-
conian laws brought by the
Modi government in Parlia-
ment ever since the 2019 re-
sults. This shows that Naidu
does not have any reserva-
tions about BJP’s principles
or ideology,” Mr. Deo said,
adding that a number of is-
sues, including the non-ful-
filment of the demand for a
special category status for
Andhra Pradesh, for which
the TDP had quit the NDA
alliance, still  remain
unresolved.

Mr. Deo said the ruling
YSR  Congress  Party
(YSRCP) and the TDP are
both cosying up to the BJP,
which has not kept a single
promise made to the State.
“The BJP claims that it be-

lieves in cooperative feder-
alism, but such change of
heart clearly shows that it
practises coercive federal-
ism,” he said. The State
electorate is clearly against
the BJP, and the TDP warm-
ing up to it shows that Mr.
Naidu has something to
hide, he added.

“It is deeply unfortunate
that the two main parties
[the TDP and the YSRCP]
are competing with each
other to curry favour with
the BJP despite the fact that
the national party doesn’t
have any considerable pre-
sence in the State and has
done nothing for Andhra in
the last 10 years,” Mr. Deo
added.

About his next move, he
said he would like to wait it
out. “Politics is not just
about winning or losing. 1
cannot, directly or indirect-
ly, contribute to the Amit
Shah-Narendra Modi re-
gime,” he said.
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Farming consensus

The Centre must address grievances
of farmers through talks

F armers from Punjab, in their thousands,

have assembled at three points along the

border with Haryana, where they have
been stopped from marching to Delhi. The prot-
esters are demanding legally guaranteed MSP for
crops, debt waiver, cancellation of international
agreements impacting the agriculture sector, and
a minimum pension of ¥5,000 for farmers and
agriculture labour. Some of these demands were
raised during their earlier protest in 2021-22,
which was called off after the BJP-led central go-
vernment withdrew three controversial laws that
had sought to reform the agriculture sector. The
protest now is spearheaded by the SKM (non-pol-
itical), a splinter group of the body that had led
the earlier protest. The split signifies fissures in
the interest groups across Haryana, Punjab and
western U.P. and Rajasthan. There are at least
three other strands of protests gathering
strength. Farmers in western U.P. affected by the
Jewar airport project and Yamuna Expressway
are up in arms. In Haryana’s Sonipat, farmers are
protesting land acquisition for power cables. The
original SKM and several trade unions have called
for a national rural and industrial strike on Febru-
ary 16, with overlapping and additional demands
that include the repeal of four labour codes.

The government has opened talks with the
Punjab farmers, but a legal guarantee of MSP ap-
pears unlikely. The police in Haryana and Delhi
have stopped the farmers more than 200 km
away from Delhi as they are resolute that the
farmers will not be allowed near the border of
the national capital where they had laid siege in
2021-22. The MSP-based procurement by the FCI
has been the bedrock of food security, but the
case for its reform is strong. Surplus producers of
grain have benefited from the MSP scheme, but
the scheme bypasses subsistence farmers in
poorer regions. This uneven geographical spread
of procurement has also led to unsustainable
farm practices in some areas, while farmers in
other regions of the country are always on the
edge of penury. All this calls for a revamping of
the public support for farming, which is essential
for reasens that include national food security.
This can be achieved better through wide politi-
cal consultation and by encouraging the benefici-
aries of the current system to diversify produc-
tion and increase productivity. The political
undertones of the protest on the eve of the Lok
Sabha election also cannot be overlooked. The
farm sector needs a new model of public sup-
port. It cannot be left to the mercy of the market.
The government should lead the efforts to create
a national consensus on this question.

Pension concerns

A hike in minimum pension will help
the lower strata among the retired
T he recommendation of the Central Board

of Trustees of the Employees’ Provident

Fund Organisation (EPFO) for a 0.1-per-
centage-point increase in provident fund (PF) de-
posits for 202324 should not be surprising, as it
is in tune with what the EPFO did last year. Ho-
wever, the recommended rate of 8.25% is 0.4-per-
centage points lower than in 2018-19, a pre-elec-
tion year like 2023-24. If cleared by the Union
Finance Ministry, it will involve the transfer of a
record %1,07,000 crore to EPF members. But the
development has not pleased those with a long-
standing demand for an increase in the minimum
pension of T1,000. When in the opposition, the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party had demanded that
the pension be raised to 3,000 (the UPA govern-
ment had proposed 31,000 a month). On coming
to power in 2014, the BJP carried out faithfully,
with effect from September 2014, what was final-
ised by its predecessor, benefitting approximate-
ly 20.5 lakh pensioners. Months ago, the Finance
Ministry had rejected a proposal to double the
minimum pension amount, citing a “huge rise”
in the budgetary support needed under the Em-
ployees” Pension Scheme (EPS), 1995. There is
one more component in the budgetary support
which refers to the Central government’s contri-
bution at 1.16% of wages up to an amount of
15,000 a month. For FY2024-25, the Ministry
has projected 10,950 crore as budgetary sup-
port against the revised estimate of ¥ 9,760 crore
for the current year. The Finance Ministry calcu-
lates that a 100% rise in the minimum pension
would be more than the proportionate increase
in the overall budgetary support as numerous
pensioners had received much less than 31,000
as monthly pension till 2014.

Describing the EPS as a “Defined Contribu-
tion-Defined Benefit” social security scheme, the
government said in the Rajya Sabha that all bene-
fits were paid out of accumulations through con-
tributions, and as per the fund’s valuation as on
March 31, 2019, there was “an actuarial deficit.”
However, this argument has been virtually de-
molished in the EPFO’s annual report (2022-23).
Notwithstanding its reasons not to hike the mini-
mum pension, the government must note that
the difference between the minimum and origi-
nal pension was about ¥970 crore for 2022-23. So,
the doubling of minimum pension is no strain.
There are other key issues too such as equating
the amount of spouse pension on a par with what
a member-pensioner gets. In the case of higher
PF pension, the rules have been framed after the
2022 Supreme Court judgment wherein most of
the pre-2014 retirees would not be covered; there
are around four lakh such applications for higher
pension. A more expansive approach to PF pen-
sion matters will help senior citizens.
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Rescuing grace from disgrace

he words ‘customary’ , ‘ceremonial’
and ‘ritual’ are employed to describe
the addresses of the President of India
to our Parliament at its opening
sessions each year and, likewise, to characterise
those of Governors when they address the
Legislative Assemblies in their State capitals.

India being the land of largely unquestioned
custom, ceremonials and rituals, these addresses
of the Head of State have also become part of the
life of our polity. The President of India and
Governor arrive with ‘due’ fanfare, perform the
ceremony of which the officiating ‘priest’ is the
Speaker or Chairman, and depart feeling greatly
relieved that it is over.

The speeches or addresses of the Head of State
for these occasions, following British practice, are
drafted by the government of the day. They are
not written by the President of India or Governor,
but only read out by them. The drafts for these
are received in their offices generally very close to
the event and require them to be gone through
against a tight time frame. This in itself makes the
suggesting of changes by them difficult.

A thought that was worth pursuing

R. Venkataraman, the President of India from
1987 to 1992, was fond of saying, with his
characteristic smile, to staff (I was his Joint
Secretary), “When I am asked to read these
Addresses, 1 feel like saying ‘Rashtrapati Bhavan’
and sitting down!” He went through the drafts of
the Addresses he got from the Government of the
day line by line and word by word. And he — not
so much we on his staff — would mark out those
he felt needed modification. I do not recalla
single occasion when his responses were not
accepted in toto. But there was one ‘move’ of his
which did not go through.

He asked us, shortly after he assumed office, to
contact the Indian High Commission in London
to find out what the form of Her Majesty’s
“Throne Speech’, delivered at the opening of the
sessions of the two Houses each year or
immediately after a general election, was like. It
was his distinct impression, he said, that the
speech prepared by Her Majesty’s Government is
very brief, merely outlining the outer contours of
policy and the legislative business proposed for
the session ahead — and nothing more. That, he
said, is how it should ideally be with the opening
of Parliament in India, in place of the long speech
that is read out in extenso to a progressively tired
gathering of Hon’ble Members of Parliament,
followed by an equally long translation into Hindi
or English as the case may be. President
Venkataraman’s chief concern was the saving of
time and the avoiding of tedium. But he was also
aware of the gain from such a reform in terms of
the avoiding of interruptions and the other
phenomenon which has come so unfortunately
to be associated with legislatures’ opening
ceremonies — tension between the writer and
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reader of the speech.

The High Commission was ‘duly’ approached
and specimens of Her Majesty’s speeches
obtained, all of which went to show President
Venkataraman’s memory to have been spot on.
But, sadly, the suggestion made to the
government of the day that the British practice be
considered for adoption in New Delhi was not
heeded.

President K.R. Narayanan, in office from
1997-2002, was no less painstaking with the
drafts. We on his team (I was Secretary to the
President) would marvel at his being able to spot
phrases with subtle connotations which would be
best rectified. It gave me no small happiness to

interruption (which I was expecting) and 1
noticed throughout when I looked in her
direction that Rabri Devi was listening attentively
and with the greatest dignity. After the ceremony
was over, Nitishbabu said to me that it was the
first time in his experience that a Governor’s
Address to the Assembly had gone off without a
single interruption, and he thanked me for it.
“Why are you thanking me?” I said to him. “The
speech was not mine, it was yours.” I will not
detain the reader with his rather overwhelming
reply.

To conclude: turbulence in the House is not
new. Unseemliness has been seen in them for
decades. But controversy over Governors’

see officers of the government ackn dge the

dd are now rising in

pertinence and propriety of changes that ‘KRN"
directed us to convey. Needless to say, the
changes suggested were so patently un-biased
and good that they were accepted not just
without demur, but gratefully.

A cameo from Kolkata

In Kolkata, as Governor of West Bengal
(2004-2009), it was my privilege to suggest, on a
few occasions, some changes to draft Addresses
to the Hon’ble Legislative Assembly and Chief
Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee invariably
accepted them. On the first such occasion, when
he had accepted the suggestion at once, there
was a slip. On the night before the ceremony,
noticed, to my dismay, that the printed text
which had just come to me, had not carried out
the change. The matter was important enough for
me to bring it to Buddhababu’s attention over the
telephone. He said to me, “ am to blame. Let me
see what I can do but rest assured it will be
done.” Was there enough time to re-print
hundreds of copies of the Address? There was
not. The Chief Minister did the next best thing.
He had a piece of paper pasted over the
paragraph concerned, on each and every copy,
overnight.

This, of course, drew more attention to the
paragraph than its appearance in print would
have done and Opposition Members of the
Legislative Assembly found cause to explode.
Buddhababu told me later that day, “If the matter
comes up formally in the House I will say frankly
that you had suggested an important change, that
L had agreed to it, but due entirely to my
oversight it could not be carried out in time and
the next best thing was done... I will lay the facts
on the table.” This was political civility.

Occasion arose for me to officiate as the
Governor of Bihar (January to June 2006).
Exactly as now, Nitish Kumar was Chief Minister,
heading a coalition of the Janata Dal (United) and
the Bharatiya Janata Party, with Rabri Devi being
Leader of the Opposition. The draft for the
Governor’s Address was unexceptionable and
written in flawless Hindi which was, for me, a
pleasure to read out. There was not one

in
frequency and velocity, with Governors, whose
dignity is inseparable from that of the edifice of
the state and the government bartering
accusations and counter-accusations.

‘Where the problem lies

The root of the problem lies in the foundational
dichotomy of one agency writing the speech and
another reading it. Professor A.R.
Venkatachalapathy published not long ago a fine
book, Who Owns That Song? — about the rights to
Subramania Bharati’s ‘nationalised’ works. One
may, following that, ask of the Governor’s
Address ‘“Who Owns that Speech?’ The one who
writes it or the one who reads it out? Subject to
correction by constitutional experts, I believe that
the Address of the Head of State to the Legislature
is an ornament of convention, not a condition
precedent for Bills becoming law. If it was, then
the business of a House that has not had the
Governor’s Address read out in full, or in
tokenistic part, would become invalid. That is not
the case. Address or no Address, the Legislature
continues its work.

Since political polarisation between the Centre
which appoints Governors and the State which
elects the Chief Minister is, to all appearances, set
to accelerate in the visualisable future, a way out
has to be found. I believe President
Venkataraman’s suggested solution gives us that
way out. If all concerned agree that the Head of
State need read out just the bare outline of the
legislative business ahead, the Address will then
belong to neither its drafter nor its reader but to
its rightful owner-listener, namely, the collective
body of Legislators. Presidents and Governors
will, I think, be relieved with such a
rearrangement.

But what of the governments? Will they be
ready to forego the chance to air their
accomplishments and plans? They would need
convincing that the Motion of Thanks that follows
the address is where that airing is best done — as
itis, in British Parliament.

It will take an innovative and self-denying Chief
Minister to start the reform to rescue a custom,
ceremony and ritual of grace from disgrace.

A demand that could hamper gender equality

he Sabrimala temple issue was one that

ruled our collective consciousness. It was

unfathomable that menstruating women
were deemed ‘unfit’ to enter a temple. Echoes of
‘menstruation is not a disease, but a natural
phenomena’ could be heard all around. This was
a case that highlighted the ongoing struggle to
eliminate discriminatory practices related to
menstruation, and to promote gender equality.

The demand for paid leave for menstruation
works to undermine it.

Menstrual cycles can be challenging — almost
debilitating for some — but to collectively label all
those belonging to a gender without considering
the potential adverse effects, is trivialising the
WOImen empowermient movement.

On the global gender gap

The World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap
Report 2021 says that the gender global gap has
widened (instead of shrinking). In the current
situation, it would take the world 135.6 years to
achieve gender equality. Looking at it specifically
at the workforce level, a woman earns 84 cents
for every dollar that a man makes. The
participation of women in the labour force is
significantly lower than that of men, and even
fewer women hold leadership positions. If one
adds mandatory paid leave for periods to this, it
would end up further dissuading companies from
hiring women.

If the government ratifies ‘special status’ for
menstruating women, it validates the social
stigma around menstruation. It would exacerbate
period shaming in a country where large swathes
of people (both men and women) consider
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menstruation to be ‘impure’.

‘The most recent National Family Health Survey
(NFHS) report has highlighted how approximately
50% of women between the ages of 15 to 24 in
India continue to rely on the use of cloth for
menstrual protection. Experts caution that
reusing cloth can increase the risk of contracting
multiple infections, attributing this practice to a
combination of insufficient awareness and
societal taboo around menstruation. Girls are
often compelled to leave school or face social
exclusion during their menstrual cycles.

Arguments in favour of paid leave for
menstruation will claim that granting special
status to menstruation would aim to create
subject awareness. But this would only magnify
it. It could turn out to be another well-meaning
step, but one that ends up widening the gender
gap inadvertently.

The case of Japan

There are countries such as Japan that provide
leave for painful menstruation- but it is mostly
unpaid, and unused. Women claim that they are
reluctant to avail this leave and ‘broadcast” that
they are on their period, for the fear of sexual
harassment. This is the situation (today), even
though this pelicy was introduced in Japan more
than seven decades ago. Data show(s) that a mere
0.9% of women in the workforce avail menstrual
leave days in Japan. As per the World Economic
Forum’s ranking in 2019, Japan ranked 121 out of
153 in terms of gender equality. It has slipped to
the 125th position in 2023. It is interesting to note
that though young women in Japan have higher
education levels than men, it is in the workforce

that disparities creep in. Women in Japan are less
likely to be employed (even with the same
credentials) than men, and are often paid lesser.

Let us assume that we have in place paid leave
for periods. Now comes the implementation.
‘Who is to say when such leave would be taken
rightfully, and when they would be misused?
Further, who is to say which enforcement
methods would be acceptable, when used by the
employer? In 2020, 66 girl students in an institute
in Bhuj in Kutch, Gujarat, were forced to strip to
check who was menstruating. This mirrors an
incident in 2017 in Muzzaffarnagar, where 70 girls
in a residential school were compelled to undress
by staff to check for menstruation.

A fight that continues

In the recent past, women have fought to be on
the front line in a war. The Supreme Court of
India even urged the government to enable equal
evaluation of women, and to have them undergo
the same standards of testing as men. In
response, the government argued that women
are not suitable for ground combat roles. Women
in corporate organisations are fighting for pay
that is the equivalent to that drawn by their male
counterparts.

As a woman, | understand the issue and am
empathetic towards period pain and symptoms.
But I am averse to terming it a blanket biological
disadvantage. Recognising the diverse nature of
menstrual experiences is essential. Tailoring
support and being accommodative on a
case-by-case basis promotes inclusivity, while also
addressing the individual needs of those
navigating their (difficult) periods.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Protest and response
Drones being used to fire
teargas shells onto the
protesting farmers and the
placing of formidable
barricades to impede their
progress are extreme steps.
Farmers are not criminals.
The Government should, on
priority, listen to the woes
of farmers in all sincerity
and seriousness. Let the
‘feeders of the nation’ be
heard. There have been
many unfortunate instances
of farmer suicides in the
recent past. Let the
Government not hide under
the pretext of saying that

the agitation is politically
motivated.
Balasubramaniam Pavani,
Secunderabad

Animal crossing

Wild elephants have begun
entering residential areas in
Mananthavady, Kerala,
leading to dangerous
man-animal conflict
situations. The Forest
Department and politicians
should realise that human
life is more important or
more precious on earth
than anything else. As the
Bishop of Mananthavady
has said, mere

compensation or placement
is quite insufficient. Instead,
a permanent remedy has to
be found. The attempts of
forest officials to
catch/capture an elephant
in the area, despite being
equipped with sophisticated
equipment, have gone in
vain.

J.K. John,

Mumbai

More and more attacks by
wild elephants are taking
place in villages and towns
adjoining forests.
Tranquillising and capturing
rogue elephants at one

place and releasing them in
another is no solution. It is
a question of time before
such translocated animals
resume their activities. We
have swung from one
extreme, of mindless
destruction of wild animals,
to the other extreme, of
stretching the concept of
conservation.

It is easy for those in arm
chairs in urban
surroundings to wax
eloquent in defence of
rogue elephants and man
eaters.

For helpless paor people
who eke out a living in

terrain near jungles, itis a
matter of life and death.
M.R. Anand,

Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh

| recently came across a
documentary on YouTube,
by Planet Wild, which
describes a natural way of
preventing human-elephant
conflict. Based on a project
implemented in Tanzania to
protect the majestic
creatures, it highlights how
“elephants are afraid of
bees”. Even though
elephants have a thick skin,
they have weak spots
(mouth, ears and trunk)

which hurt a lot if stung by
abee.

In a project implemented in
an elephant corridor, a
team built a fence made of
beehives and connected to
a wire. If an elephant tries
to cross, it touches the wire,
which disturbs the bees.
This project helps protect
crops, safeguards
residential areas and also
results in higher incomes in
terms of honey processing
and distribution.

States in India need to
study this project in eamest.

Shafna Basri K.,
Chennai
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Does trust in national government matter?

lobally, there are many

countries where low

levels of trust coexist

with stable democracies
and several others where distrust
is so pervasive that democracy
barely survives or simply dies.
India as the world’s largest
democracy faces a trust deficit but
opinion is divided on the survival
of democracy. We argue that the
current Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) may damage
democracy in India.

Under NDA rule, persistent
questioning of the survival of
democracy has dominated the
political discourse in recent years.
Specifically, with the aggressive
pursuit of Hindutva, unprovoked
brutality against minorities,
especially Muslims and Dalits, and
heavy-handed suppression of the
freedom of speech and press have
undermined the trustworthiness
of democracy. A related question
is whether the loss of trust has
reduced well-being. A third is
whether these inferences are valid
and whether India’s democracy is
at risk. With the national election
looming in the horizon, these
questions have high priority.

Transformation of the state

In a succinct exposition of how the
Indian state has been
transformed, Milan Vaishnav and
Madhav Khosla (2021) focused on
three manifestations: the ethnic
state, the absolute state, and the
opaque state. Although familiar
individually, these add up to a
robust critique of the NDA rule.

In 2019, an amendment of the
Citizenship Act, 1955, declared
that Buddhists, Hindus, Jains,
Sikhs, Christians, and Parsis, who
arrived in India from Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and Bangladesh before
2014, could receive an expedited
pathway to Indian citizenship.
Muslims, however, were excluded.
A serious failure of this Act is that
it is limited to religious identity
but not whether a person has
suffered persecution. This violates
the constitutional principle of
secularism. Violent protesters

Confidence in the economy just shy of pre-pandemic levels
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were gunned down.

A more compelling
manifestation is the absolute state.
An example is the dilution of
Article 370 in August 2019 and the
bifurcation of the State of Jammu
and Kashmir (J&K) into two Union
Territories — J&K and Ladakh —
largely under the Central
government's jurisdiction. This
violated the constitutional
requirement that the Centre
consult an affected State before
redrawing its boundaries or
changing its constitutional status.
Data show that the number of
militant deaths after 2019 in J&K is
nearly double that of the relatively
calmer years of 2011 to 2015. The
number of forced Internet
shutdowns peaked in 2020.
Ironically, the Supreme Court
upheld the dilution of Article 370.

The opacity of the state is
instrumented by controlling the
media, suppressing dissent, and
withdrawing national surveys that
raise concerns about rising
economic distress and cast doubts
on the exaggerated achievements
of the government. The National
Family Health Survey (NFHS)-5
was one such survey. Soon after its
findings were published, the
Director of the International
Institute of Population Studies, the
nodal agency to provide
coordination and technical
guidance to the NFHS, was
suspended, and subsequently
resigned. Similarly, the results of
the National Sample Survey on
consumption expenditure in
2017-18 were scrapped as leaked
data revealed that the real
monthly per capita expenditure
had actually fallen.

Other shocks
Equally worrying are the shocks to
democratic functioning of
Parliament. In December, 146 MPs
were suspended from Parliament
after they demanded that the
government, specifically the Home
Minister, speak about the security
breach in the Lok Sabha. Without
these MPs, three draconian
criminal Bills were passed.
Although these manifestations

could be curbed by an
independent judiciary, this has not
happened, as was seen in the
Supreme Court’s ruling on
Ayodhya and its rejection of a
probe by a Special Investigation
Team or the Central Bureau of
Investigation of Adani’s acts of
malfeasance, in favour of the SEBI
probe moving at a snail’s pace.

Another critique points to
damage of the economy and polity
by the NDA, but also measures
that partly offset the negative
impact and likely impart
short-term legitimacy. These
include new welfare schemes for
the poor — of which the Ujjwala
scheme and the Swachh Bharat
Mission have had the most
significant impact — as well as
continuing the most popular
schemes of the Manmohan
Singh-led governments for food
distribution, rural employment,
and affordable housing. Whether
short-term legitimacy was
accomplished is not self-evident as
there were glaring shortfalls.

Life evaluation

None of these studies, however,
focus on trust as the mediator
between autocratic policies and
survival of democracy. Trust in the
NDA is high, presumably because
of an overwhelming majority of
Hindus in India, but declined
between 2018 and 2021. Besides,
our analysis, based on the Gallup
World Poll Survey for India
covering 2018-21, shows that the
decline in trust reduced life
evaluation. Specifically, a unit
reduction in trust is associated
with a 0.77 reduction in life
evaluation. As income growth
decelerated and food prices and
unemployment rose, the political
crisis deepened — a case in point is
the failure to resolve the political
crisis in Manipur. While some
scholars are adamant that Indian
democracy is already dead or
dying, and others are cautious or
uncertain, we believe that, unless
these repressive and autocratic
policies are reversed — a daunting
challenge — the survival of
democracy seems bleak.

A scheme that is bleeding hospitals dry

The Karunya Arogya Suraksha Padhati has become a burden for the government

STATE OF PLAY

C.Maya

ublic hospitals in Kera-
P la are paying a heavy

price for the State go-
vernment’s administrative in-
efficiency in running Ayush-
man Bharat-Karunya Arogya
Suraksha Padhati (KASP), the
health insurance scheme co-
vering nearly 42 lakh families.

The scheme that wins Kera-
la laurels from the Union
Health Ministry every year for
providing free medical treat-
ment to the maximum num-
ber of people is draining the
State’s coffers and leaving pu-
blic hospitals severely short of
funds. According to a state-
ment by the government in
the Assembly last week, it
owes private and public hospi-
tals 1,128.69 crore as reimbur-
sement for free treatment gi-
ven to KASP beneficiaries.

The State’s finances have
been in the red for several
months now. Public hospitals
have been experiencing an
acute shortage of drugs, con-
sumables, and implants such
as stents, as pending pay-
ments running into hundreds
of crores have forced pharma
companies to stop all supplies
to public hospitals. Private
hospitals are exiting the
scheme in the face of mount-
ing bills that the government is
yet to reimburse.

Earlier, public hospitals
could tide over such exigen-
cies by utilising a hospital de-
velopment society’s funds for
the local purchase of drugs.
But now, due to the fiscal cri-
sis in the State and the over-
dues from the government un-
der KASP, hospitals have no
funds to purchase drugs or for
development activities.

Superintendents of hospi-
tals say they are helpless as pa-
tients are forced to buy medi-

Over 40% feel the economic situation is worse, with a similar share pessimistic about employment scenario

l DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

he share of urban consum-
T ers who were pessimistic

about the Indian economy
continued to decline in January
2024, with less than half of them
saying the economic situation has
worsened compared to a year ago.

Chart 1A shows the responses
from a Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
survey conducted across 19 major
cities between January 2 and 11
When asked to comment on their
current perception about the eco-
nomic situation, 40.2% said it has
worsened. This is the lowest share
since the pandemic outbreak. The
share was mostly similar to the
37.5% who said the economic sit-
uation has improved (not plotted
on the graph). These levels are
much closer to the figures before
the pandemic.

Chart 1B shows that 41.3% of
the respondents were pessimistic
about their current employment
scenario. Notably, since November
2022 the share has remained be-
low the 50% mark. Due to the eco-
nomic slowdown in 2019 and the
pandemic that followed, a majori-
ty had remained pessimistic since
July 2019, but that has changed.

Chart 1C shows that 22.1% of
the respondents were pessimistic
about their current income levels.
This is the lowest share since the
pandemic outbreak, and is only
marginally higher than the pre-
pandemic levels.

Worryingly, over 90% of the res-
pondents continued to say that the
price levels of commodities have
increased (Chart 1D). This share
has remained above the 90% mark
for three years now.

Optimism among consumers is
now almost touching pre-pandem-
ic levels as the degree of pessi-
mism about the economy, jobs,
and income levels has declined.
High prices, though, are still a sore
point.

Chart 2 shows the growth in

c™
K

cines from private outlets.
Even the government’s Karu-
nya fair price medical shops
do not have adequate stock.

According to the latest edi-
tion of National Health Ac-
counts (2019-20), Kerala has
the highest per capita out-of-
pocket expenditure (OOPE) in
the country at 7,206 despite
being one of the States with
the highest per capita govern-
ment expenditure on health.
KASP, a scheme meant to free
people from the burden of
healthcare expenditure, is
now an indirect cause of in-
creased OOPE in Kerala pri-
marily because the govern-
ment has not paid due
diligence to the model of
health financing it adopted. It
also did little to ensure that
the State Health Agency (SHA)
had the necessary technical
expertise to run KASP, or that
there were adequate checks
and balances.

The Comptroller and Audi-
tor General's recent audit re-
port on Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY) pointed
out that KASP was being run
by SHA without proper medi-
cal, death, or claim audits and
no financial discipline, result-
ing in huge cost overruns and
a high rate of overdue claims.

Kerala had been efficiently
running its own health financ-
ing schemes, inclusive of good
tertiary care packages too, in
the insurance mode since
2008 through its own agency,
the Comprehensive Health In-

The:

surance Agency of Kerala. AB-
PMJAY was launched by the
Centre in 2018. When the
State chose to re-launch KASP
in alignment with AB-PMJAY
in 2019, there was concern
that given the low share of the
Centre, Kerala would end up
paying a huge premium, espe-
cially because of its high mor-
bidity burden and strong
health-seeking behaviour.

Kerala’s troubles with KASP
began in 2020 when the go-
vernment agreed to SHA's pro-
posal to move the scheme
from the insurance mode to
the trust/assurance mode,
wherein the financial liability
of settling claims falls on the
government in the absence of
an insurance company. The
claims expenditure, which
used to be contained at
around ¥700 crore in the insu-
rance mode, touched 1,563
crore in 202122 and 1,629
crore in 2022-23. The State
ends up spending 82% of this
total health insurance expen-
diture because the National
Health Agency gives a fixed
premium to all States (T138
croreX150 crore to Kerala)
without taking into account
inter-State  differences in
health service delivery. Also,
while the Centre pays the pre-
mium for some 22 lakh BPL fa-
milies, the State extended
health insurance benefits to
an additional 20 lakh families.

Public health experts point
out that the problem is not
with KASP as such, but the un-
professional manner in which
SHA is running the scheme. A
robust claims monitoring me-
chanism, a high level of tech-
nical expertise, and financial
discipline are necessary to run
any health insurance scheme
in a sustainable manner. The
government is ignoring the
fact that KASP is unsustaina-
ble in its present form and is
pushing public hospitals to
the brink of financial ruin.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Diindn.

new orders received by 803 manu-
facturing companies surveyed by
the RBI. The quarter-on-quarter
growth of new orders received
turned positive in Q2FY24 (July-
September 2023) after being in the
negative in Q2FY23. Chart 2 also
shows the response of a survey
conducted in 1,040 manufacturing
firms about their order books. It
shows the share who said new or-
ders increased. Close to 38% of
companies said their order books
increased in the latest quarter.

Chart 3 shows the results of the
RBI’s survey that captures the
growth in the services and infras-
tructure sectors. The latest data
are for October-December 2023. In
the survey, 528 companies were
asked to comment on their turnov-
er. The chart plots the net res-
ponse — the difference between
those who said it increased and
those who said it decreased. A pos-
itive number points to a higher
share of companies recording an
increase in turnover and vice-ver-
sa. In the latest period, 48.2% of
service sector companies reported
that their turnovers increased,
35.9% reported that there was no
change, and 15.9% said their tur-
novers decreased. So, the net res-
ponse was +32.3% points. The
chart hints at a recovery in the tur-
nover of both the service and in-
frastructure sectors after a decline
in July to September 2023. Howev-
er, if compared to the year-ago pe-
riod (October-December 2022),
the numbers are inferior.

Chart 4 plots the results of the
RBI’s quarterly bank lending sur-
vey. Senior loan officers were
asked to assess loan demand. The
latest data are for October-Decem-
ber 2023. The chart shows the net
response. The demand for loans in
agriculture continued its down-
turn, while demand in the infras-
tructure sector was also poor. As
has been the case for a while now,
demand for retail loans continued
to grow at a faster pace, while de-
mand for loans in the manufactur-
ing and service sectors were mid-

dling.
»

Recovery tracker

The charts are based on data collated from various surveys conducted by the RBI on consumer confidence, orders received
by manufacturing firms, the turnovers of the services and infrastructure sectors and demand for loans

Chart 1: The charts show the result of the RBI's
consumer confidence survey conducted across
19 major cities between January 2 and 11,2024

90

50

10

100 - >
\\ =",
| Service

60 - Chart1D: |

Respondents who 07 I
said that the price | Infrastructure
Jo ] levels have increased Manufacturing
-40
LRGE S L e e e e e R
Sept. 2012 Mar, 2019 Jan, 2024 Q2201718 Q3202324

Chart 1A: Respondents
who said that the
economic situation
has worsened
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Chart 18:
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scenario has worsened
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Chart 2: The chart shows the g-0-q growth (%) in the new orders received
by manufacturing firms and the survey response of such companies
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Chart 4: The chart shows the net response of the assessment of loan de-
mand among various sectors, according to the RBI's bank lending survey
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FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 15, 1974

US, UK. offer to
Solzhenitsyn

‘Washington, Feb. 14: The U.S. Secretary of State,
Dr. Henry Kissinger, told newsmen yesterday
that the Soviet writer, Mr. Alexander
Solzhenitsyn, who was deported to West
‘Germany, would be welcome in the United
States if he wished to take up residence.

Dr. Kissinger said he was afraid American
reactions to the expulsion of the writer could
affect the U.S. Government’s freedom to carry
out detente policies with the Soviet Union.

The British Prime Minister, Mr. Edward
Heath, yesterday invited Mr. Solzhenitsyn to
come to Britain if he wanted.

Meanwhile, Mr. Solzhenitsyn said last night
that he was held in a Moscow prison before
being deported to West Germany. In a brief
statement to reporters after his arrival at the
‘week-end retreat of the German Nobel Prize
‘winner, Mr. Heinrich Boell, Mr. Solzhenitsyn
said he had no previous information that he
‘would be taken to West Germany.

After making his statement to more than 100
reporters and television cameramen, he smiled
broadly and waved both his hands, clasped
a0 together, like a prize-winning boxer.

Police then put barriers across the gateway
leading to the yard of Mr. Boell’s 19th century

Mrs. Solzhenitsyn said in Moscow to-day that
she had still not received any official word of the
action against her husband and could not speak
of her plans. She said yesterday that her
intention was to be with her husband but did
not say how or when it would be accomplished.

The official announcement had said that Mr.
Solzhenitsyn’s family could join him. - Reuter.

UPI reports: The German writer, Mr. Boell
told newsmen to-day that Mr. Solzhenitsyn
‘would probably set off somewhere other than
‘West Germany but had yet to decide where to

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 15, 1924
Water power in Bombay

Bombay, Feb. 14: According to the
recommendations of the Indian Industrial
Commission, the water power possibilities of the
Bombay Presidency were surveyed by Mr. P.L.
Bowers whose report just issued shows there are
eighteen schemes worth detailed investigations.
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UTTAR PRADESH A PORTRAIT OF RESURGENT STATE

Uttar Pradesh is rich land filled with immense natural resources and opportunities. With a commlrment of meetlng aspirations of 24 crore people of the state, the double engine
govemmenr under the visionary leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi has worked upon h ty Itis also pmof of the Yogi government’s

unwavering focus for the last seven years on ensunng law and order and ping a robust port and for

connectivity through a network of exp ys and airways. The state has on lts graphi to ensure an industry-ready
and ged the base of over 240 million cmzens This has been through a state-wide ility of an il land bank with best-in-class

utilities, plug-and-play i , and a with ease of doing .The state g Jo] i gies are in every sector,

® The day is not far when UP will
be identified as the most modern
state with next-generation
infrastructure. The network of
expressways in UP, the new
airports being built, new rail
routes being laid down are
bringing several blessings to
people. 9

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

More than 9 crore accounts opened
under Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan
Yojana

54.44 lakh mothers benefited under
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana

5.54 crore nominations under
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana.

1.90 crore people benefitted under
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana

1.18 crore people benefitted under
Atal Pension Yojana

connections to
1.58 crore houses under
Power for All scheme

2,51,607 farmers registered under
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maandhan
Yojana

Installation of 51,774 solar pumps
under Pradhan Mantri Kusum Yojana

Insurance of 242 lakh hectares of
agricultural land of 3.12 crore farmers
under Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana

Cer\mczles dlsmbu!ed to 56.: 34 Iakh
beneficiaries under Pradhan Mantri
Swamitva Yojana (Gharauni)

2,06,952 jobs generated under
Pradhan Mantri Rojgar Srijan

painting a portrait of a resurgent Uttar Pradesh.

PM KISAN SAMMAN NIDHI

PRADHAN MANTRI AWAS YOJANA

Construction of 55.83 lakh houses 2.63 crore farmers benefited
With the pledge of housing for all, this scheme has
proved to be a boon for all the eligible people. Along with
pucca houses, the beneficiaries have been given other
basic fadilities like electricity, toilet, free gas connection,
drinking water, Ayushman card, ration card etc.

HAR GHAR JAL YOJANA

Financial assistance of Rs 6000 per year is proving to be a
lifeline for the farmers. Fertiizer, seeds and other needs
are easily being met through fixed income through the
scheme. Farmers have got freedom from moneylenders.

PM SVANidhi YOJANA
v

PRADHAN MANTRI UJJWALA YOJANA

Free gas connections to 1.75 crore fam

This scheme has played an important role in
empowering women and improving their health. Air
pollution and cutting of trees have been effectively

curbed. This has protected both life and environment.

AYUSHMAN BHARAT YOJANA

SWACHH BHARAT MISSION

Construction of 2.62 crore toilets

The dream of a healthy India is coming true through the.
‘Swachh Bharat Mission. With the problem of open
defecation ending, the self-respect of women has

increased and unnecessary medical expenses
due to diseases have also been reduced
More than 10 crore people have benefited

PM GARIB KALYAN ANNA YOJANA

Tap connections to more than 2.05 crore houses Loan distributed to 17.62 lakh street vendors

Jal Jeevan Mission is realizing the concept of pure
water in every house. Villagers, especially women, have
been relieved from the problem of having to travel far for
drinking water. There has been a reduction in diseases

caused by impure water.

The yojana has been launched to provide cost
capitalization without any guarantee to street
vendors to start and expand their business. This
scheme has proved to be a boon for such
businesses affected by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Medical insurance cover of
Rs 5 lakh for 9 crore people

This yojana is operated to provide better medical
facilities to poor families as well as to reduce the
financial burden due to diseases. Under this,
every eligble famil has the facilly of health

insurance up to Rs

Free ration distribution to 15 crore people

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY) is a
government scheme launched during Covid-19
pandenic. It provides relief and support to the
economically vulnerable sections of society and aims
to alleviate the hardships faced by the poor and

MEDICAL INFRA HUB

NEXT GENERATION INFRASTRUCTURE

The state having highest number of airports:

Highest Medical College

10 operational, 11 under construction

INCREASED SPEED

65 operational, 22 under construction

= The process of establishing medical colleges in progress in 16 unserved
districts (Baghpat, Baliia, Bhadohi, Chitrakoot, Hamirpur, Hathras,

5 international airports:
4 operational, 1 under construction

Kasganj, Maharajganj, Mahoba, Mainpuri, Mau, Rampur, Sambhal,
Sant Kabiragar, Shami and Shravast) on PP model
= 30 percent subsidy on establishment of private sector medical colleges.

V

12,500 km road constructed since
2017, under Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana

15,274 Amnt Sarovar completed

18 safe cities identified under the
Safe City Project, heading towards
becoming the first state in the country
to have a maximum number of
safe ies

First in the country to provide 100
days of employment, 190 crore
mandays created under MNREGA

Registration of more than 9 lakh
labours under Pradhan Mantri Shram
Yogi Maandhan Yojana

8.32 crore workers registered on
e-shram portal

»

A NEW DIMENSION TO HIGHER EDUCATION

- Maha Yogi Guru Gorakhnath Ayush University, Gorakhipur

» Educational sessions sta ra Pratap Singh State
University, Aligarh, Maa Shakumbhari University, Saharanpur, Maharaja
Sunel Dev State University, Azamgarh

= Atal Binari Vajpayee Medical University. Lucknow

= More than Rs 16,50 crore approved for the estabiishment of Maa
Patesfwari Devi State Universiy.

= The proposed establishment of Maa Vindhyavasini State University and a
state university in Moradabad division.

= Major Dhyan Chand Sports University Meerut

SMART CITY PROJECT
17 cities included in Smart ity project,
10 centrally funded, 7 state funded
‘Agra and Varanasi metropolitan cities of Uttar Pradesh are included in the
top 10 cities of the country under the Smart Cities Ranking,

Varanasi metropolis awarded as Achiever State, Top Smart City of
NorthZone

Lucknow, Kanpur, Prayagrai, Moradabad, Varanasi, Agra, Saharanpur,
Bareilly, Jhansi and Aligarh are being developed as ‘Smart Cities' by the
Central G

Seven Municipal Corporation cities like Gorakhpur, Shahjahanpur, Meerut,
Ghaziabad, Ayodhya, Mathura-Viindavan and Firozabad are being
developed as ‘Smart Cities' by the Uttar Pradesh Government,

Maharishi Valmil

Construction of South Asia's largest airport
Noida (Jewar) International Airport

©Agra

i International Airport

The country's first rapid rail service
train from Meerut to New Delhi

underprivileged by distributing free monthly rations.

EXPRESSWAY PRADESH
6 EXPRESSWAY OPERATIONAL, 7 UNDER CONSTRUCTION
GANGA EXPRESSWAY

= 504 km length of expressway

= District Meerut-Bulandshahr road NH-334, starting from near Biauli village of Meerut
district, this expressway will end near village-Judapur-Dandu on bypass (NH-19) in
Prayagraj district

= Districts Meerut, Hapur, Bulandshahr, Amroha, Sambhal, Badanyu, Shahjahanpur,
Hardoi, Unnao, Rae Bareli, Pratapgarh and Prayagraj will be benefited.

= Total cost ofthe project Rs 36,230 crore:
GORAKHPUR LINK EXPRESSWAY
= 91.352 km length of expressway
= Goraknhpur bypass in Gorakhpur district will startfrom near NH-27 village-Jaitpur and wil
S inAzamgath iticton Purvanchal Expressway.

gar

IOMESTIC AIRPORTS

OPERATIONAL

Metro rail service in Noida,
Greater Noida, Ghaziabad,
Lucknow, Kanpur and Agra

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

© Aligarh @ Azamgarh e Chitrakoot ® Jhansi ® Lalitpur

© Meerut ® Moradabad ® Saharanpur @ Shravasti ® Sonebhadra

e o
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‘ 877 crore.

FILM CITY GREATER NOIDA
« Establishmentin 1000 acres
= Investmentof Rs 10,000 crore.
= More than 50,000 employment uppoﬂunmes
*+Zone {: Sgnature Towernckin
Amphitheater Film Museurn,
EcoCinema Gentre, Adminsirative Buumng

= Zone 2: (60 acre) Producton houss, studio,
fim academy and research library.

= Zone 3: (20 acre) Housing faciiles for
employees

UTTAR PRADESH DEFENCE INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR
(6 nodes : Aligarh, Agra, Lucknow, Kanpur, Chitrakoot and Jhansi)
1000 acre textile park in Lucknow and Hardoi under
PM Mitra scheme

6 The people of the country have

seen the vision of changing India,
“Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat” being
realised under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The
achievements made in Uttar
Pradesh have helped to change
the perception of the state. All
round development is the identity
of new Uttar Pradesh in the new

India.,

Chief Mi;

Yogi Adityanath
ter, Uttar Pradesh

Government jobs to more than
8 lakh youth

Govemmem Jobs to more than
1.50 1akh women

Farmers recelved sugarcane price
payments totaling Rs 2.34 lakh crore

Construction of 2.03 lakh houses
under Mukhyamantri Awas
Yojana (Gramin)

More than 98.28 lakh
people benefited from various
pension schemes

More than 17.82 lakh
daughters benefited from
Mukhyamantri Kanya Sumangala Yojana

More than 22 lakh youth benefited from
Mukhyamantri Yuva Swarozgar,
more than 1.79 lakh jobs created

More than 1.92 lakh jobs created
under One District-One Product
Financing Scheme

About 4.08 lakh jobs
were created under Vishwakarma
Shram Samman Yojana and
One District-One Product Skill
Upgradation and Tool Kit Scheme

Training to 12.15 lakh youth,
employment to 4.13 lakh youth
under Uttar Pradesh S|
Development Mission

Marriage of 3.19 lakh couples
under Mukhyamantri Samuhik
Vivah Yojana

Medical assistance to
akh people under
Mukhyamantri Vivekadheen Kosh

100 researchers working in
aspirational development
blocks under the Mukhyamantri
Fellowship Programme

Development of basic facilities in 241

expanded urban bodies under the
Mukhyamantri Nagar Srijan Yojana
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Defence Ministry signs
deal with firm for
remote control guns

Wholesale price
index-based inflation
eases in January

in X crore. The
Ministry of Defence
9 signed a contract

with Advanced Weapon Equipment India
Limited, Kanpur for the manufacturing and
supply of 463 indigenously built 12.7 mm
stabilised remote control guns. en

in percentage. The
wholesale price index
® (WPI)-based inflation

eased to a three-month low in January,
due to the moderation of food prices . In
January 2023, it was at 4.8%. and in
December 2023 it was 0.73%. 1l

THE

The MPs to get a Rajya
Sabha renomination

There are 28 outgoing BJP Members
4 of Parliament (MPs) from the Rajya

Sabha. Many BJP leaders, including
seven Union ministers such as Bhupender
Yadav, have not been renominated amid
strong indications that many may contest
the Lok Sabha elections. en

Number of children
born in West Bengal
jail in last four years

Most of the women inmates
62 who gave birth were pregnant

when brought to prison, the
Supreme Court has been informed. The
apex court had taken note of the allegation
about women prisoners in West Bengal
getting pregnant while in custody. 1

The number of
Indians deported by
the Maldives

The Maldives has deported
43 186 foreigners in total, after
accusing them of crimes like
visa violations and drug offences,
according to Male-based news outlet
Adhadhu. e
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The illusion of change in Pakistan

While the election results may favour Imran Khan and the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party, the Establishment will have its way again, holding the turf and

WORLD INSIGHT

D. Suba Chandran

The story so far:
akistan’s recent election was
considered a crucial one that
would lead to a stable
government with a clear
mandate, end political instability, and
start a process of political healing at the
national level, especially in Punjab. The
Establishment (the military-dominated
deep state) expected the elections would
end the Imran revolt and the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) experiment. People
expected the election process, polling and
the final announcement to be free, fair
and transparent. The 2024 elections were
anything but the above.

According to the results of the National
Assembly, the PTI-backed independent
candidates have won 93 seats, followed by
the Pakistan Muslim League (PML)-N (75),
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) (54), the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM)-P (17)
and the rest by smaller parties and
independents. The PML-N, PPP and
MQM-P may gain a few more reserved
seats (60 for women and 10 for
minorities) depending on the seats they
have won. Unfortunately for the PTI, it
would not get that share, as its candidates
contested as independents. What do the
above numbers mean for the Parliament
and national politics?

The vote belongs to Imran Khan

The first key takeaway from the elections
is that the vote belongs to the PTI and Mr.
Khan, even though the party did not have
alevel playing field. Mr. Khan has been
arrested and charged with numerous
cases and just before the elections, two
court verdicts barred him from contesting
in elections. The Establishment, pursuing
methods to discipline Mr.Khan for the
May 9 riots in 2023, forced most of the
second-rung PTI leaders to leave the
party. In Punjab, Jahangir Tareen
launched the Istehkam-e-Pakistan Party
(IPP) to dent the PTT's presence in
Pakistan’s largest province. Similarly, in
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) region,
Pervez Khattak, another confidant of Mr.
Khan and PTI’s former defence minister,
formed a faction. In a final blow, the
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
debarred the PTI from contesting as a
party (on the pretext of the party’s failure
to hold intra-party elections), and
removed the “bat” symbol. With most of
his trusted lieutenants leaving, multiple
cases charged against him, and he himself
incarcerated, it was an arduous task for
Mr. Khan to find candidates to contest,
keep up morale and ask his cadres to
vote.

Despite all the above odds, the
PTl-backed candidates won 93 seats for
the National Assembly, 18 more than the
PML-N. The PTI has secured over half of
these seats from Punjab (around 50),
supposedly the PML-N's home ground. In
KP also, the PTI has swept, with other
political parties securing seats in single
digits. Though the PTI may not form the
government, the 2024 election clearly
belongs to Mr. Khan and the party.

‘What the Establishment wants, it gets
The election results should see the
Establishment’s best-laid plans crashing.
The mandate is clearly against what it
wanted. Many in Pakistan consider the
pro-Imran vote as that against the
Establishment. The i would

encouraging the formation and functioning of a unified government

PTI. However, both these things have not
happened.

This brings us to the second factor of
these elections — that the Establishment
will still call the shots. Ironically, it should
still be happy that the PML-N has no
absolute majority and has to work on a
coalition to form the government in
Islamabad and Lahore. An element of
political instability will work in the
Establishment’s favour. Whether the vote
is what it wanted, or against its plan, the
Establishment will continue its political
engineering. And political parties will fall
in line; those who refuse, will face the
wall and the jails, as Mr, Khan's case
shows us.

Nawaz’s diminishing returns
The third aspect of the elections is the
Nawaz factor, or rather the lack of it.
Nawaz Sharif came back to Pakistan on
the Establishment’s approval. The plan
was that Mr. Sharif’s return would
increase the PML-N’s chances and dent
PTI’s, especially in Punjab. However, the
return of Mr. Sharif has not catapulted the
PML-N back into the driver’s seat — either
at the national level or in Punjab. Except
for a few seats in Balochistan and KP,
most of the seats won by the PML-N come
from Punjab. Even in Punjab, the PTI has
won almost equal seats for the national
and provincial assemblies. The PML-N will
be unable to form a government in
Punjab without the others’ support. At
the national level, discounting the
reserved seats, the PML-N had won only
ten more seats in 2024, vis-a-vis the 2018
elections.

While one could understand the
PML-N's performance in the 2018
elections with Mr. Sharif exiled and the

have wanted the PML-N to win, especially
in Punjab, and expected its pre-election
political engineering to dent the
widespread support for Mr. Khan and the

™ »

favouring Mr. Khan then,
its 2024 performance, especially in
Punjab, needs introspection. Compare it
with the PTI and PPP, both of which have

their home turfs — the KP and Sindh —

In limbo: A banner with a picture of the former Prime Minister Imran Khan outside the party office of PTI, in Lahore, Pakistan, on February 9. REUTERS

intact and are likely to form a government
independently in these two provinces.

Continuing political instability

The fourth takeaway is that the political
instability of 2023 will continue into 2024.
During 2021-22, the PML-N and PPP came
together with a few other parties to form
the Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM) to overthrow the PTI government.
Eventually, the coalition overthrew Mr.
Khan’s government in April 2022,
resulting in Shehbaz Sharif becoming the
Prime Minister, with support from the
PPP and others. The PTI took to the
streets against the PDM, creating political
instability in Pakistan.

However, the situation hasn’'t changed
much. Now the PPP and PML-N have
agreed to form a government at the
national level, along with other political
parties minus the PTL The outcome of
this deal, looks more like PDM 2.0. The
PTI, the Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) and a few
other regional parties have already
announced filing cases in courts,
renouncing the results, and taking to the
streets.

Eventually, the Courts will have to
interfere in cases on the election results.

‘With the PML-N and PPP in
government, PTI in the streets, cases in
the courts, and the Establishment to
decide a unified government, it is not just
PDM 2.0, it will be 2023 2.0, a
continuation of the political instability of
2023.

The fifth factor is regarding provinces.
In KP and Sindh, there is clarity in
verdict. People have voted for Mr. Khan
and the PTI in KP. Similarly, in Sindh, the
PPP has swept the province for national
and provincial assembly seats, while
MQM-P has retained its stronghold in
Karachi. Balochistan, as usual, has seen
mixed results, with no single party having
substantial numbers — both for the
national and provincial assemblies. For
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The first key takeaway from
the Pakistan elections s that
the vote belongs to the PTl and
Mr. Khan, even though the
party did not have a level
playing field.

v

Despite the odds, the
PTl-backed candidates won 93
seats for the National
Assembly, 18 more than the
PML-N. The PTI has secured
over half of these seats from
Punjab (around 50),
supposedly the PML-N's home
ground.

v

However, whether the vote is
against its plan or not, the
Establishment will continue its
political engineering. And
political parties will fall in line;
those who refuse, will face the
wall and the jails, as Mr. Khan's
case shows us.

the provincial assembly, the PPP and JUI-F
have secured 11 seats each, followed by
the PML-N (10), PTI-backed independents
(6) and others (13). Regional parties have
been protesting against the results on
charges of rigging.

Regional parties losing relevance
Sixth is the curious case of regional and
religious political parties in the 2024
elections. At the national level, except for
the MQM-P (14 seats for the national
assembly and 28 for the Sindh provincial
assembly), no other regional party from
the Sindh, Balochistan and KP have made
an impact. The Grand Democratic
Alliance (GDA), Awami National Party
(ANP), Balochistan National Party (BNP),
and others from the three provinces have
made little or no impact. The PML-Q from
Punjab could win only three for the
national assembly.

Equally important is the case of
religious political parties — JI, Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) and the newly
formed Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP).
The JI could not win a single seat for the
national assembly; its emir — Sairajul Haq,
taking responsibility has announced his
resignation. The JUI-F has survived with a
few seats for the national assembly (03),
and a few for the provincial assemblies of
KP and Balochistan. The TLP could secure
only one seat — that too for the provincial
assembly from Punjab. Therefore, for the
time being, both regional and religious
parties (perhaps except the MQM), are
likely to remain provincial.

To conclude, the Establishment will
hold the turf. Despite the PTI-backed
candidates gaining more seats, a cursory
overview of the elections will reveal the
same at both the national and provincial
level.

D. Suba Chandran is a Professor and
Dean at the National Institute of Advanced
Studies at Bengaluru and coordinates
“Pakistan Reader” at NIAS.
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Clamping down: People protest against the arrest of NewsClick's editor-in-chief Prabir Purkayastha and Amit Chakravarty on October 5, 2023 in Bengaluru, India. GETTY IMAGES

Emergency, then and now: the long
reach of unbridled power

As is clear in the case of Prabir Purkayastha, Fahad Shah, Aala Fazili and scores of others, mere acts of dissent are leading to arrest under stringent

laws. India may not be under a declared Emergency now, but it feels like 1975 all over again

Srinivasan Ramani

t has been more than 126 years

since the famous “open letter”

titled, “I’Accuse” by journalist and

writer Emile Zola was published in
the newspaper LAurore on its front page
which pointed to the unlawful arrest of
French Army General Staff officer Alfred
Dreyfus over trumped up charges of
espionage. Zola was later prosecuted for
libel and had to flee to England to avoid
being arrested.

The letter, the article and Zola still
serve as inspiration to those committed to
question the all-powerful state in its
demonising of dissent and its use of
power to browbeat and punish those who
are critical of it.

Just last Tuesday, a telling statistic was
released by the government. As many as
5,023 cases of sedition were filed between
2018 and 2022 under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act. If trends from
2018 to 2020 are considered — of the
4,690 people arrested, only 149 were
convicted — a case can be made that this
was less for prosecution for the said crime
and more persecution and this trend
extended to the next two years. We use
the term “persecution” because getting
bail for cases filed under the UAPA is
enormously difficult.

Draconian provisions
Take the example of Fahad Shah, editor of
the website ‘Kashmir Walla’, who was not
only granted bail but cases against whom
were set aside by the Jammu and Kashmir
High Court in November 2023. He was in
custody after charges were framed under
many offences including the UAPA, Shah
and another scholar, Aala Fazili, were
booked under the UAPA in a “narrative
terrorism” case which alleged that a
write-up they came up with in 2011 was
aimed at “spreading terrorism and
creating a false narrative”.

The J&K High Court tore the case apart,
observing that there was no material to
suggest that “the article has any content

that provokes people to take arms and
resort to violence”. It also made
observations on how UAPA was being
applied and made remarks on the need
for circumspection by agencies of the
state when enforcing this provision.

1t was not uncommon for the British
colonial state to arrest dissidents, even
members of the press, who were critical
of it in India. That several prominent
Indian public figures who were subject to
this harassment were also connected to
the freedom movement, led to the
reasonable “freedom of expression” being
guaranteed in India’s constitution and
also undergirded press and media
freedoms. But these came under the
severest threat during the Emergency.

The turning point
Quite a few books have been written
about the Emergency, but a fairly recent
one deserves mention. Gyan Prakash’s
Emergency Chronicles: Indira Gandhi and
Democracy’s Turning Point, published in
2019, drew from archival records,
published material, films and interviews
to capture the political crisis in Indian
democracy that led to the Emergency.
The book sets itself apart by not looking
at Emergency as an anomaly in India’s
post-Independence democratic history,
but links it to the dynamics of India’s
popular democracy as it played itself out
since Independence. It makes the case
that the Emergency marked a turning
point in India’s political history,
eventually paving the way for caste
politics and the rise of Hindutva.
Interestingly, the book begins with the
ordeal faced by a then Left student
activist in Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU), Prabir Purkayastha, during the
Emergency, on September 25, 1975. He
was “abducted” by the Delhi Police in
what was a case of mistaken identity — the
police had set out to arrest the then JNU
Students Union President Devi Prasad
Tripathi after receiving a complaint from
no less than then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi’s son Sanjay Gandhi.

His wife, Maneka, was a student at the
School of Languages at JNU and when she
had gone to attend classes the same day,
she was asked by the student union
leaders to boycott classes in protest
against the Emergency. Despite the
Additional Division Magistrate initially
declining to issue a warrant for this
“arrest”, the then Lieutenant Governor
instructed him to issue a warrant because
the issue involved the “PM’s house”. This
led to the arrest and incarceration of
Prabir Purkayastha for over a year, under
the draconian Maintenance of Internal
Security Act (MISA), first in Delhi’s Tihar
Central Jail and then in Agra where he
spent nearly a month in solitary
confinement.

Remembering the ordeal

Prabir recalls this ordeal in greater detail
and goes on to recount the days spent in
Jjail during the Emergency in his memoir,
Keeping up the Good Fight that was
published recently. After his release from
jail, Prabir went on to become a
successful power engineer while also
wearing several hats as a publicly minded
Left activist.

He was one of the founder-members of
the Delhi Science Forum, which among
other things played a vital role in
promoting science and rationality besides
taking up causes such as P i

has been arrested, just like the journalist
Fahad Shah was, on UAPA charges for his
work in Newsclick after the organisation
was subjected to several raids and
searches in the last three years for alleged
offences related to its funding.

Despite getting relief from a lower
court and the Delhi High Court on matters
related to the Enforcement Directorate
and the Income Tax department,
Newsclick was subject to a whole set of
fresh allegations related to a “terror case
with Chinese links”.

An editorial in The Hindu called the FIR
registered by the Delhi police as a “vague
amalgam of sweeping accusations that do
not actually disclose any offence, leave
alone one of terrorism”. Yet, Prabir is still
in detention under the UAPA, as he awaits
judicial hearing on the case.

As Prabir’s case and that of a score of
others who have been booked under
draconian laws for their mere acts of
dissent recently shows, India might not be
under an Emergency today, but the
situation faced by dissenters and activists,
specifically those opposed to religious
fundamentalism today is not any
dissimilar.

As Gyan Prakash points out in his
book, today’s regime, “supported by
ground troops, which Indira [Gandhi’s]
Emergency rule never enjoyed, and a

1
for the victims of the Bhopal Gas Tragedy,
and intervening in public debates on
science and technology policy. He was
recently chair of Knowledge Commons, a
body dedicated to promoting
dissemination of knowledge beyond
intellectual property, and played a vital
role in the Free Software Movement of
India, an organisation that promotes the
use and implementation of free and open
source software in the country. Prabir is
also founder and editor-in-chief of the
alternate news and analysis website,
Newsclick.in.

In jail, again
Ironically, today Prabir is in jail again. He

largely liant and corporatised
electronic media, which did not exist in
1975-77... enjoys unprecedented power. It
is equipped with the powers of the
administrative state, including the law
against sedition under the British-era
Section 124A, preventive detention, and
the Armed Forces Special Powers Act for
use in the so-called “disturbed” areas...
Today, there is no formal declaration of
Emergency, no press censorship, no
lawful suspension of the law...Today, the
courts, the press, and political parties do
not face repression. But they appear
unable or unwilling to function as the
gatekeepers of democracy in the face of
state power spiked with Hindu populist
ressentiment.”
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

India has several traditional games and sports, most of which have been played
for thousands of years. Here is a quiz on some of them

Venkataraghavan Srinivasan

A
QUESTION 1

What is the primary objective for the participants in Jallikattu?

A
QUESTION 2

The ancient Indian sport “Mallkambh” combines gymnastics and
martial arts. What is the apparatus used in Mallakhamb primarily

made of?

N
QUESTION 3

A popular board game in India, Pachisi is believed to be the

predecessor to which modern board game?

N
QUESTION 4

Modern Polo is believed to have originated in Manipur. What was the

original name of Polo in ancient India?

[N
QUESTION 5

players from each team are on the field during a match?

CM
K

N
Known for its unique chase and dodge style, in Kho-Kho, how many | Visual question:

Identify this sport. MURALI KUMAR. K

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. A fatwa ordering the execution of this writer
was issued by the Supreme Leader of Iran, for this
book, in 1989. Ans: Salman Rushdie; The Satanic
Verses

2. On February 14, 2018, this South African politician
tendered his resignation over corruption allegations.
Ans: Jacob Zuma

3. This social media platform was launched in 2005 by
these three former employees of PayPal. Ans:
YouTube launched by Steve Chen, Chad Hurley,
and Jawed Karim

4. Gregory Hines is known for this. Ans: Tap dancing
5. This English economist is known for his theory that
said the power of population is indefinitely greater
than the power of the earth to produce subsistence for
man. Ans: Thomas Robert Malthus

Visual: Identify this film, the actor and his character.
Ans: The Silence of the Lambs; Anthony Hopkins
plays Dr. Hannibal Lecter

Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan| Rajmohan. V| Prashant
Nain| Varun Gautam| Sahil Tukdi

FROM

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian

HE ARCHIVES

“Ms. A. Swarnalatha, Bhopal, wants to
know the difference between ‘emergence’
and ‘emergency’.”

“‘Emerge’ means ‘to come out or
appear from inside or from being hidden’.
From the enquiry, it emerged that he

was the murderer.

He emerged as a great novelist at the
age of 20.

‘Emergence’ means ‘action of
emerging’.

His emergence as a leader was totally
unexpected.

‘Emergency’ means ‘an unexpected
and dangerous happening which must be
dealt with at once’.

You must take the patient to the
emergency ward.

In case of fire, you must all leave
through the emergency exit.

When there was breakdown in law and
order, the government declared a state of
emergency.

‘Emergent’ means ‘in the early state of
existence or development’.

Alot of assistance must be given to the
emergent nations of Africa.”

“Mr. T. Balakrishnan wants to know the
meaning of ‘have the last laugh’.”

“ ‘To have the last laugh’ means ‘to win
an argument after earlier defeats’. Others
may laugh at a person when he fails once
or several times. He will laugh when he
finally succeeds. This phrase became
popularised in 1937 with the publication
of the song “They All Laughed’ by George
and Ira Gershwin:

They all laughed at us and how!

But Ho. Ho, Ho!

‘Who’s got the last laugh now?

Similar expressions are: He who laughs
last laughs best. He laughs best that
laughs last.”

“Ms Sumathi Prasanth, TM Maistry
Street, Tiruvanmiyur, Madras, wants to
know the meaning of ‘baker’s dozen’”

“ A baker’s dozen is thirteen. When
heavy penalty was levied against bakers
who cheated their customers by selling
lightweight bread, bakers gave one loaf
extra to avoid heavy fines. This was in the
17th century England. An extra loaf was
given to be on the safe side. “To give one a
baker’s dozen’ is an idiom which means
‘to give one a sound thrashing, to give one
all the thrashing he deserves and one
stroke more’.

He was mad at his behaviour and gave
him a baker’s dozen.

This idiom is rarely used these days.”

“Ms Sunita Nandalan and Ms Savita
Nandalan, Manikpur, Thane district, want
to know the difference between ‘compel’
and ‘impel’”

“‘Compel’ means ‘to make a person or
thing do semething by force, on oral
persuasion, or orders that must be
obeyed’.

He was compelled to do it.

Impel’ means (especially of an idea,
feeling, etc.,) to drive someone to take
action. ‘Impel’ has generally the
connotation of inner compulsion.

Twas impelled to go and seek his advice.

Nobody compelled me to do it.

I was impelled to do it.”

‘Published in The Hindu on February 12,
1991.

Word of the day

Pedagogy:

the principles and methods of instruction;
the profession of a teacher; the activities of
educating or instructing; activities that impart
knowledge or skill

Synonyms: instruction, teaching,
education, didactics

Usage: The school modelled its pedagogy on
his expertise.

Pronunciation: bitly/pedagogypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pedagodi/, /pedagogi/

N
R 4

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Farmers’ issue: Centre
calls for talks yet again

Haryana Director General of Police Shatrujit Ka-
poor said Section 144 had been imposed in 15 dis-
tricts of the State. Considering the present situa-
tion, 64 companies of paramilitary forces and 50
companies of the Haryana Police were deployed,
he added.

The Kisan Mazdoor Morcha and the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha (Non-Political) — the two umbrella
bodies of around 200 farmers and farm labourer
unions — had given the call for the ‘Delhi Chalo’
march.

Hospitals on alert

Meanwhile, in Punjab, all hospitals adjoining the
Haryana boundary have been put on high alert,
and emergency services are being provided 24x7.
Punjab Health and Family Welfare Minister Balbir
Singh said at least 40 injured were admitted to the
Rajpura civil hospital; two of them had sustained
serious head injuries and were undergoing
treatment.

He condemned the Haryana government for
“unprovoked police action at protesting farmers”.
Mr. Singh said the Haryana government had no
right to stop farmers who were peacefully heading
to Delhi to hold protests. “National highway is the
property of nation and farmers were just [going]
to pass from Haryana’s jurisdiction to reach Del-
hi,” he said, terming the actions of the govern-
ment unconstitutional and illegal. The Minister
urged the BJP-led Haryana government to let the
farmers reach the national capital

Haryana Home Minister Anil Vij blamed the
Punjab government for intending to create chaos
in Delhi by not making any effort to stop farmers.
“When these groups [farmers] marched from Am-
ritsar, the Punjab government did not make any
effort to stop them anywhere on the way. This
means they want to create chaos in Delhi,” he said
in a statement.

Coming in support of the ongoing protest, the
Bharatiya Kisan Union (Ugrahan), one of the lar-
gest outfits in Punjab, announced it would block
rail traffic at seven places in Punjab on Thursday
from noon to 4 p.m.

Chavan, Murugan in
BJP’s Rajya Sabha list

Given that the BJD could have secured a third seat
form Odisha, this move is politically intriguing; in
a statement, the party said its decision was meant
to benefit Odisha in the fields of railways and in-
formation technology, both portfolios held by Mr.
Vaishnaw.

The move has triggered speculation that it may
soften the Odisha BJP’s confrontational stance to-
wards the BJD-led government headed by Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik, especially with simulta-
neous State and general elections on the horizon.

The Congress, now diminished to a non-entity
in the State, has started pushing a narrative that
the BJD and BJP are two sides of the same coin.

From Guijarat, apart from Mr. Nadda, the BJP
has also fielded diamond baron Govindbhai Dho-
lakia, owner of Sri Krishna Exports, one of the lar-
gest diamond companies in Surat. He is also a phi-
lanthropist and has built over 250 Hanuman
temples in the tribal region of Dangs in southern
Gujarat. Local media reports say that he had also
given an individual donation of 11 crores for the
construction of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya.

The other two candidates picked by the BJP
from Gujarat are Jaswantsinh Parmar, a doctor
from Godhra, and Mayank Nayak from Patan in
north Gujarat. Both are considered other back-
ward class (OBC) representatives, with Mr. Nayak
being the former chairman of the Gujarat BJP’s
OBC Morcha.

Mr. Murugan’s nomination from M.P. points to
his proximity to the BJP high command, with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi having attended
Pongal celebrations at the Minister’s residence.

Congress old-timers,
loyalists in the fray

The Delhi Congress leader was appointed treasur-
er in October last year, after spending several
months in the woods following his resignation as
party general secretary in-charge of Rajasthan.

The other two Karnataka nominees are, howev-
er, from the State. Rajya Sabha MP Syed Naseer
Hussain, who is part of Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge’s office, has been renominated. A
former JNU Students’ Union president, Mr. Hus-
sain was suspended thrice during his last Rajya
Sabha stint, for protesting against the Narendra
Modi-led government on various issues. Another
sitting MP to get a renomination is G.C.
Chandrashekhar.

Kamal Nath ignored

In Madhya Pradesh, where the Congress can win
one of five vacancies, the party has ignored the
claims of former State Congress chief Kamal Nath
and instead fielded Ashok Singh, an Other Back-
ward Class (OBC) leader from Gwalior.

Mr. Nath’s recent meeting with Congress Parlia-
mentary Party (CPP) chairperson Sonia Gandhi in
Delhi had fuelled rumours that he was looking for
an RS berth.

In Telangana, the party has nominated another
Gandhi family loyalist Renuka Chowdhury, along
with M. Anil Kumar Yadav.

In Himachal Pradesh, the party has fielded
Abhishek Manu Singhvi, who is retiring in April.

Shinde-led
Shiv Sena
nominates
Deora for RS

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Eknath Shinde-led
Shiv Sena on Wednesday
announced Milind Deora, a
former Congress leader
and Union Minister, as its
candidate for the upcom-
ing Rajya Sabha elections,
according to party sources.

Mr. Deora, who joined
the Shiv Sena in January,
has previously served as a
two-time Lok Sabha MP
from Mumbai South. He is
likely to file the nomina-
tion on Thursday.

Son of the late Murli De-
ora, the 47-year-old stood
out as one of India’s youn-
gest MPs and was known to
be a member of “Team Ra-
hul Gandhi’, a collective of
young leaders, including
Jyotiraditya Scindia, R.P.N.
Singh, Jitin Prasada, and
Sachin Pilot. Except for Mr.
Pilot, all of them have
switched allegiances to be-
gin new innings in other
parties.

The Shiv Sena is the
BJP’s ally in the western
State and Mr. Deora’s entry
provided the party with a
much-needed affable fi-
gure, boasting strong ties
with business leaders and
Delhi’s political circles.

Sonia files nomination for
RS polls from Rajasthan

This will be the Congress leaders first term in the Upper House of Parliament after serving five

terms as a Lok Sabha member; Gehlot terms candidature as a ‘matter of happiness’ for the State

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

ongress Parliamen-
C tary Party chairper-

son and former par-
ty president Sonia Gandhi
on Wednesday filed her
nomination papers for the
Rajya Sabha elections from
Rajasthan.

The polls will be held for
three seats from the State
on February 27.

The Opposition Con-
gress is comfortably placed
to win one of the three
seats for the Upper House,
while the ruling BJP is set
to get the other two based
on its strength in the As-
sembly. The BJP has alrea-
dy announced its candi-
dates for two seats.

Bevy of leaders

Ms. Gandhi arrived at the
Sanganer airport here on
Wednesday and went to
the Assembly to file the
papers. Former Chief Mi-
nister Ashok Gehlot, Con-
gress leaders Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Vadra, Pra-
desh Congress Committee
president Govind Singh

New innings: Congress leader Sonia Gandhi files her nomination
for the Rajya Sabha election in Jaipur on Tuesday. Party leaders
Ashok Gehlot and Govind Singh Dotasra are also present. ANt

Dotasra, and Leader of the
Opposition Tika Ram Jully
accompanied Ms. Gandhi.

Four sets of nomination
papers, proposed and se-
conded by the Congress
MLAs, were submitted to
Election Officer and As-
sembly Secretary Mahavir
Prasad Sharma. Ms. Gand-
hi met the party MLAs in
the Opposition lobby of the
Assembly before filing the
papers.

There are 10 Rajya Sab-
ha seats from Rajasthan,

out of which six are with
the Congress and four with
the BJP. Two seats are fall-
ing vacant on the retire-
ment of former Prime Mi-
nister Manmohan Singh
and Union Minister and
BJP leader Bhupender Ya-
dav on April 3, while the
third fell vacant after the
resignation of the BJP’s Ki-
rodi Lal Meena following
his victory in the 2023 As-
sembly election.

This will be Ms. Gand-
hi’s first term in the Rajya

Sabha after serving five
terms as a Lok Sabha
Member.

Ms. Gandhi, 77, who was
first elected as an MP from
Uttar Pradesh’s Amethi in
1999 after taking over as
the Congress president,
now represents Rae Bareli
in the Lok Sabha.

‘A matter of happiness’
Mr. Gehlot said Ms. Gand-
hi’s candidature from Ra-
jasthan was a “matter of
happiness” for the State, as
she was heartily connected
with Rajasthan and had
protected the interests of
the State in the past. “Dur-
ing the UPA government,
Soniaji, as the National Ad-
visory Council chairper-
son, helped in bringing big
projects such as refinery
and metro train to Rajas-
than and ensured coopera-
tion from the Centre,” Mr.
Gehlot said in a post on X.

When Rajasthan faced
drought four times during
his first tenure as the Chief
Minister, Ms. Gandhi visit-
ed many districts to take
stock of the relief work, Mr.
Gehlot added.

Tejashwi’s
political
adviser gets
RS ticket

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

Three candidates of the
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) — Sanjay Jha
of the Janata Dal (United)
and Bhim Singh and
Dharmshila Gupta of the
BJP — filed their nomina-
tion for the Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday.

Akhilesh Prasad Singh
of the Congress also filed
the nomination whereas
Manoj Jha and Sanjay Ya-
dav of the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (R]D) will file the pap-
ers on Thursday.

Out of the six, the most
interesting face is Mr. San-
Jjay Yadav — currently serv-
ing as political adviser to
Tejashwi Yadav, former De-
puty Chief Minister and
Leader of the Opposition
in the Bihar Assembly. The
man from Haryana has
been working with Mr. Te-
jashwi Yadav since 2011
and is known as the brain
behind many strategies of
the RJD.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Sanjay Yadav said: “1
am thankful to party chief
Lalu Prasad ji and Tejashwi
Yadav ji for giving me this
opportunity and showing
trust in me.”

BJP got 90% of all corporate
donations in 2022-23: report

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) received nearly 90%
of corporate donations
worth ¥680.49 crore that
five national parties togeth-
er gathered in 2022-23, ac-
cording to a report by elec-
tion watchdog Association
for Democratic Reforms
(ADR).

The report focuses on
donations above 320,000
received by the national
political parties in the
2022-23 financial year, as
per details submitted by
them to the Election Com-
mission.

These parties are the
BJP, the Congress, the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party (BSP),
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), the Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist) [CPT
(M)], and the National Peo-
ple’s Party (NPP).

The last date for submis-
sion of contribution re-
ports for the parties was
September 30, 2023.

The total donations de-

Getting richer: The BJP
received 610,49 crore, while
the Congress got 255.62 crore.

clared by the national par-
ties for 202223 stood at
3850.438 crore. The BJP re-
ceived ¥719.85 crore and
the Congress ¥79.92 crore.
The donations declared by
the BJP are more than five
times the aggregate de-
clared by the other parties
together.

The BSP declared that it
did not receive any dona-
tions above 320,000 dur-
ing this period.

The total donations re-
ceived by the national par-
ties in 202223 increased
by 391.70 crore, a rise of

12.09% from the previous
financial year.

Congress sees dip

The donations received by
the BJP increased from
¥614.62 crore in 202122 to
719.85 crore in 2022-23.
On the other hand, the do-
nations to Congress de-
creased from ¥95.45 crore
in 202122 to ¥79.92 crore
in 2022:23.

A total of ¥276.20 crore
was donated to the nation-
al parties from Delhi, fol-
lowed by 160.50 crore
from Gujarat and 396.27
crore from Maharashtra.

Donations to the nation-
al parties made by the cor-
porate or business sector
amounted to ¥680.49 crore
- 80.01% of total donations
- out of which the BJP re-
ceived ¥610.49 crore, while
the Congress got I55.62
crore.

The BJP’s ¥610.49 crore
was more than eight times
the total amount of 70
crore of corporate dona-
tions declared by all other
national parties in 2022-23.

Press Club

urges govt. to
revoke order
on magazine

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Press Club of India on
Wednesday expressed con-
cern over the Union Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Ministry’s direction to the
The Caravan magazine to
take down a story it had
published on the Army’s
alleged “torture and mur-
der of civilians in Jammu”.

The story titled
‘Screams from the Army
Post” has been taken down
because of the Ministry’s
order issued under Section
69A of the Information
Technology Act and the In-
formation Technology (In-
termediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, it said.

“The actions of the MIB
[Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting] gravely
infringes the freedom of
the Press, which has seena
seriousslide in the past few
years,” the Press Club
further said.

Congress leaders listen to the woes
of MGNREGS workers in Jharkhand

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
Workers of Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-

ployment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) have
demanded that the Con-
gress include a minimum
wage of T500 in its election
manifesto.

The MGNREGS workers
were speaking at a Jan Sun-
wai or public hearing pro-
gramme held as part of the
Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra in
Garhwa district of
Jharkhand.

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi who is
leading the yatra was sche-
duled to be present, but
could not participate since
he travelled with his moth-
er Sonia Gandhi to Jaipur
to file her nomination pap-
ers. The Congress was re-
presented by former Union
Rural Development Minis-
ter and party general se-

work, problems with marking attendance, delay in wage payment,
and lack of any delay in compensation and social audits. FILE PHOTO

cretary Jairam Ramesh,
and CWC member Kanhai-
ya Kumar.

Issues with the scheme

In an open discussion on
the shortcomings of the
programme and various
impediments, workers
broadly raised four points:
not getting enough work,
problems with marking at-
tendance, delay in pay-
ment of wages and lack of
any delay compensation
and lack of social audits

despite overt use of tech-
nology including the Aad-
haar based payment sys-
tem. They also demanded
that the government intro-
duce an urban equivalent
to MGNREGS.

The workers also show-
cased the importance of
the programme in their
daily lives, including assets
like community wells &
ponds they have construct-
ed through MGNREGS,
countering criticism that
the programme has little

or no asset creation role.

While concluding the
programme, Balram who
works for Jharkhand NRE-
GA Watch handed over a
%500 note to Mr. Ramesh,
saying that this is the mini-
mum wage expectation the
workers have.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Nikhil Dey, one of the origi-
nal authors of the MGNRE-
GA, said: “In a democracy
it is essential that the polit-
ical parties go to the peo-
ple before they frame their
opinions or manifestoes.
We hope other parties too
will hold similar public
hearings where we can
have an open dialogue in-
stead of one-way
communication.”

Mr. Ramesh, in a post on
X, said that justice for shra-
iks (workers) is one of the
core pillars of Congress’s
five Nyay promises, and
the party will ensure every
worker gets their due.

INBRIEF

Modi, Shah, Rahul pay tribute

to Pulwama attack victims

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday joined the country’s top
leaders in paying tributes to the 40 Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) jawans who died in a
deadly terror attack on this day in 2019 in
Pulwama. “I pay homage to the brave heroes
who were martyred in Pulwama. Their service
and sacrifice for our nation will always be
remembered,” Mr. Modi said. Other senior
leaders, including External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar, Union Ministers Kiren Rijiju and
Rajeev Chandrasekhar also paid tributes.

Pakistan Rangers opened fire

on Jammu border, says BSF

The Border Security Force (BSF) on Wednesday
accused the Pakistan Rangers of resorting to
unprovoked firing along the International Border
in Jammu’s R.S. Pura area. A BSF spokesperson
said the unprovoked firing took place at 5.50
p.m. “It was befittingly responded to by BSF
troops. Firing stopped at about 6.15 p.m. Troops
are on high alert,” BSF said, adding there were no
reports of casualties in the incident.

SC collegium recommends
transfer of Kerala HC judge

The Supreme Court collegium recommended the
transfer of Justice Anu Sivaraman of the Kerala
High Court to the Karnataka High Court. The
judge had, in October last year, sought a transfer
from the court. The collegium said in its order
that it acceded to the request and resolved to
recommend that the judge be transferred, in the
interests of better administration of justice, to the
High Court of Karnataka.

ED arrests 3 people for terror

financing, money laundering

Three locals allegedly involved in the admission
of Kashmiri students in Pakistani medical
colleges were arrested in Srinagar, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) said on
‘Wednesday. An ED spokesman identified the
arrested persons as Mohammad Akbar Bhat,
from Srinagar, Fatima Shah from Srinagar and
Sabzzar Ahmad Shaikh from Anantnag. They
were arrested under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) and the money they
received was being used for terrorist activities.

M NDNDE



Thursday, February 15, 2024
DELHL

THE HINDU

News

13

PM betrayed
farmers by
going back on
MSP promise,
says Congress

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had “betrayed” farm-
ers by not implementing
the Swaminathan Commis-
sion recommendations on
minimum support price
(MSP) and should apolo-
gise to the country for it,
the Congress said on
Wednesday.

The party claimed that
Mr. Modi was “opposing”
what he had recommend-
ed when he was the Guja-
rat Chief Minister in March
2011,

“Be it the BJP’s manifes-
to of 2014 or the recom-
mendation of Chief Minis-
ter Modi’s committee in
2011, the Modi government
betrayed the farmers on
the guarantee of giving le-
gal MSP,” Congress spokes-
person  Pawan Khera
alleged.

Various charges

“PM Modi should apolo-
gise to the country — for
speaking a lie to the farm-
ers, for going back after fil-
ing an affidavit in the Su-
preme Court, for not
answering the question of
MSP through Right to In-

formation, and for calling
farmers terrorists,” Mr.
Khera said.

Countering the charge
that the Congress-led Unit-
ed Progressive Alliance
(UPA) government had not
implemented the Swami-
nathan Commission re-
port, Mr. Khera said that
out of the 201 recommen-
dations, the UPA had im-
plemented 175.

More support pours in for
farmers after police action

March will continue despite government blockade, says Shiv Kumar Kakka of SKM-NP; panchayat

in Muzaffarnagar will discuss atroc

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rotesting farmers
P on Wednesday be-
gan receiving sup-

port from several like-
minded groups across the
country, a day after the
police action on them.
Though the Centre main-
tained that it was ready for
discussions, farmer lead-
ers said they had not re-
ceived any formal informa-
tion on it from the
government,

Union Agriculture Mi-
nister Arjun Munda reiter-
ated on Wednesday that
the government was ready
for talks. Amid reports that
the Centre may also deploy
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh to hold discussions
with the farmers, Mr. Mun-
da requested the farmers
to keep in mind the diffi-
culties faced by common
people because of their
protests. Shiv Kumar Kak-
ka, senior leader of the Sa-
myukt Kisan Morcha-Non
Political (SKM-NP), told
The Hindu from Jind in Ha-
ryana that the farmers
were prepared for the Del-
hi march. “The govern-
ment can block the march
with all its strength, but we
will march ahead,” Mr.
Kakka said.

The Samyukt Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM) made it clear
that it would oppose any
attacks against farmers.
several constituents of the
SKM, including the All In-
dia Kisan Sabha (AIKS) and
the Bharatiya Kisan Union

Govt. has a dictatorial
attitude’, says Rahul

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday

spoke with a farmer who
was injured in the police
action.

He accused the Modi go-
vernment of having a “dic-
tatorial attitude” towards
the country’s food provid-
ers.

In separate posts on so-
cial media platform X, Mr.

Sharad Pawar-led

Gandhi reiterated his par-
ty’s promise of backing
MSP with a legal guaran-
tee.

“Modi, his propaganda
machinery and friendly
media are the enemies of
the poor and farmers.
When it comes to the inter-
ests of those who built In-
dia, ‘government experts’
start worrying about the
budget. But it is not about
the budget, it is about the
intentions,” he said.

s committed against farmers, says Rakesh Tikait of BKU

Smoke alarm: Farmers take cover as police personnel fire tear gas canisters at them during a protest at
the Shambhu Barrier along the Punjab-Haryana boundary on Wednesday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

(BKU), said in separate
statements that the use of
drones to drop tear gas on
farmers showed the “ex-
treme vengeance” the BJP
government held for the
farmers.

“AIKS warns the BJP go-
vernment to desist from
such attacks on democratic
right to protest. AIKS will
join in unity with all demo-
cratic forces as well as the
SKM and the Joint Platform
of Central Trade Unions to
resist such repressive mea-
sures. AIKS demands re-
lease of all arrested leaders
and for ending repres-
sion,” the AIKS said.

BKU leader Rakesh Ti-

kait said a panchayat
would be organised on Fe-
bruary 17 in Muzaffarna-
gar. “There will be a dis-
cussion regarding the
atrocities being committed
against farmers,” Mr. Tikait
said.

‘Talk to annadatas’

Economist Madhura
Swaminathan, daughter of
the late M.S. Swaminathan,
in a speech at the Indian
Agricultural Research Insti-
tute on Tuesday, urged the
Centre to not to treat farm-
ers as criminals. “They are
farmers, not criminals. We
need to talk to our annada-
tas. We have to find solu-

tions. In any future strate-
gy we plan, we have to take
the farmers with us,” she
said.

The CPI(M) also con-
demned the attacks on
farmers. “The kind of
atrocities that are being
meted out to farmers, the
barbaric suppression,
should be stopped imme-
diately. Their valid de-
mand of MSP, for which
they were given an assu-
rance, needs to be fulfilled
by the Modi government. If
it tries to go back on its
word, the government will
not succeed,” CPI(M) gen-
eral secretary Sitaram Ye-
chury said.

Haryana
farmers’
group asks
govt. to show
restraint

The Hindu Bureau
GURUGRAM

The national president of
the Bharatiya Kisan Union-
Charuni, Gurnam Singh
Charuni, on Wednesday
condemned the “inhu-

an” and “unconstitution-
al” methods being used by
the government to alleged-
ly suppress the farmers’ ag-
itation and called an emer-
gency meeting of the
office-bearers to plan the
group’s future strategy.

The farmers’ group,
which wields considerable
influence among the farm-
ing community in Ku-
rukshetra and adjoining
districts, has thus far
stayed away from the ongo-
ing agitation.

Meeting today

In a video statement, re-
leased after a core commit-
tee meeting at Kuruskhetra
in the morning, Mr. Charu-
ni advised the government
to show restraint. “There
are reports of clashes at
many points on the Harya-
na-Punjab boundary, and
the use of force by the pol-
ice. The government
should show restraint...
and prevent the situation
from escalating further. It
should be  resolved
through talks,” he said.

He added that the office-
bearers from across the
State will meet on Thurs-
day to discuss the prevail-
ing situation and the
group’s future course of ac-
tion. Prohibitory orders
under Section 144 of the
CrPC are in place in 15 dis-
tricts of Haryana.

Taking a stand: A farmer moves towards the protest site at the

Shambhu Barrier on Wednesday.

SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Farmers fight tear gas
with toothpaste
and multani mitti

Amarjot Kaur
CHANDIGARH

The farmers protesting at
Shambhu, located on the
Punjab-Haryana  boun-
dary, are adopting desper-
ate means to defend them-
selves against the
continuous tear gas shell-
ing by the police.

On Wednesday, cele-
brated as Basant Panchami
in parts of India, protesting
farmers flew Kkites, an inte-
gral part of the festival.

Gagandeep Singh, a
farmer protesting at the
site said, “We brought the
kites to celebrate the festiv-
al, but then the drones
came. Accidentally, the
string of the kite got entan-
gled with the fans of the
drone, making it difficult
for it to fly. We tried to pull
it down, but it pulled back
and fell on the other side of
the barricades.”

Some farmers were seen
applying a thick layer of
toothpaste while others
took to a mix of multani
mitti (mud pack) and water
to ease the burning sensa-
tion caused by tear gas.
Some of them even
brought along paddy win-

nowing fans to change the
direction of the smoke
emanating from the tear
gas shells. Amit Punia, one
of the protesters, said:
“The tear gas is irritating
the skin and eyes, causing
unbearable burning sensa-
tion. Since toothpaste and
multani mitti have a cool-
ing effect, we are using
them to protect our skin.”

Breathing difficulties
Another farmer at Shamb-
hu said many farmers have
difficulty in breathing be-
cause of the tear gas.
“Some farmers have been
vomiting since yesterday
and we are protecting our-
selves with goggles, multa-
ni mitti and wet cloth over
our face and nose,” said
Manjeet Singh.

Mahesh Choudhary,
coordinating the media for
the Kisan Majdoor Morcha,
said, “It is impossible to
combat the tear gas at-
tacks; we don't have the
means for it. It was quite
symbolic that a kite could
come in the way of a drone
though. So far, we have
been using wet jute bags
on tear gas shells to protect
ourselves™”

Centre uses British-era Act to block Internet in Punjab

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

As Punjab farmer groups
prepared for a protest
march to Delhi, the Union
government invoked its
powers under a British-era
law to suspend mobile In-
ternet in certain districts of
the State last week, citing
public emergency and pu-
blic safety. This is the first
time the Union govern-
ment has issued such or-
ders to block the Internet,
outside of the national cap-

ital. Given that law and or-
der is a State subject, the
more usual procedure is
for a State government to
issue such orders, as was
done in Haryana, which is
governed by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). Punjab,
however, is ruled by the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP).
In a departure from
norms, the Union Home
Ministry issued two or-
ders, on February 10 and
February 12, under the
Temporary Suspension of
Telecom Services (Public

Government of Uttar Pradesh

Emergency or Public Safe-
ty) Rules, 2017 of the In-
dian Telegraph Act, 1885.
The orders, issued follow-
ing a reference by the Intel-
ligence Bureau, resulted in
the Internet being sus-
pended within the jurisdic-
tion of 20 police stations in
seven districts of Punjab —
Patiala, SAS Nagar, Bathin-
da, Sri Mukhtsar Sahib,
Mansa, Sangrur, and Fateh-
garh Sahib - till February
16.

A Punjab government
official, speaking on condi-

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY e-Tender Notice

KWA-JB/5047/2023-R3(RMC). Implementation of Enterprise

Tender No :

tion of anonymity, said the
Union government had the
power to issue such orders
under the Rules, adding
that the Punjab govern-
ment had not objected to
it.

This provision was first
used by the Ministry in
2019 during the protests
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA),
when the Internet was sus-
pended in some areas of
Delhi. As Delhi is a Union
Territory, the police func-
tions under the Home Mi-

nistry. Later, the same pro-
visions were used to
suspend the Internet again
in parts of Delhi during the
farmers agitation of 2020-
21 that lasted nearly 13
months.

The Rules, framed in
2017, empower the Union
Home Secretary or a
State’s Home Secretary to
pass directions to suspend
telecom services, includ-
ing the Internet, in an area
“due to public emergency
or public safety”. Any such
orders by the Union Home

Secretary have to be re-
viewed by a committee
headed by the Cabinet Se-
cretary within five days.

Accounts suspended
Social media platform X
has suspended the ac-
counts of journalist Man-
deep Punia and news por-
tal Gaon Savera following a
“legal demand”. They
were both reporting from
the Punjab-Haryana boun-
dary. Olympian Bajrang
Punia termed this an at-
tack on free speech.

IIIIHIUI PAL ADMINISTRATION AND URBAN DEVELOPMEN
Govt. of Telangana State

‘Advi. No. 174/Recruit HMDANIUM/2013

Hiring of Legal Specialist (Contract Basis)

NCP faction refute
claims on merger
with Congress

The Hindu Bureau
PUNE

The top leadership of the Sharad Pawar-
led Nationalist Congress Party faction on
Wednesday refuted claims that it would
be merging with the Congress.

Mr. Pawar recently lost control over
the name of his party (which he founded
in 1999} and the clock symbeol after the

d. (UPLC),

Lucknow is necessary to

Directorate of Animal Husbandry, Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow-226007
No.- 2551 /Pur.CellE-Tender/instruments(lll)/2023-24,
SHORT TERM E-TENDER INVITATION NOTICE

Dated: 10-02-2024

Hereby onfine tenders through e-procurement system are invited for rate approval of
“Veterinary Equipments/Machineries & Instrumentsetc.
Laboratory & Hospital use’(As per Schedules of requirement of e-tender) under the:
of Animal Husbandry, U.P. (for the financial year 2023-24) from Sole
valid manufacuring license or registered as Small Scale Industry for production and having 05
years experience for production of quoted items; Original Authorized Supplier for those equipment
for which the Sole Manufacturer does not do marketing itself. Tenderer should produce valid
Manufacturing License, and ISO certificates. The Tenderer shouid have BIS/IS| Certificate for
the items for which BIS/IS| mark is required. Only thase Tenderer will be eligible to participate
in tender whose turnover for last 03 years is not less than Rs, 5.00 crore each year. MSME/SSI
units of U.P. are being exempted from turnover Condition & MSME/SS! units of U.P will be given
purchase preference as per government policy. It is also o inform that only those tenderers who
e fuginiarad b kg (douneiniaey proot o sanisraton U Elacionicy Corpovation
to enclose)and having digital signatures in reference to this
oiss mamwandm No 3157 ur ol krs N/ pro/2016-17 dated 15-03-2017, shall be eligible
to participate in etendering in Department of Animal Husbandry, U.P. Details regarding e-tender
and tender form would be available on the

website: Ihusb.ug

for A.l., Surgical, Pathological,
rtment

Utility Service and Billing Solution in Kerala Water Authority with at least
5 years of operational support. EMD : Rs. 5,00,0001, Tender fee : Rs. 25,000/
Last Date for submiting Tender : 11-03-2024 0300, Phane : 9447705252

kerala.gov.in

for Hyderabad Metropolitan Development Authority (HMDA)
and Musi Riverfront Development Corporation Ltd. (MRDCL)
MARUD s inviling application from eligble professionals for ollowing Positions

Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in,
Chief Engineer (HRD&GL)
i

KWA-JB-GL-6-235: 324

possessing

dc.gov.in

and UP. Govt. eTender portal htip://etender.up.nic.in within the stipulated period

Election Commission awarded both to

Particulars

Eamest Money (EMD) Rs.

Tender Documents

PUNJAB STATE POWER GORPORATION LTD.
Regd. Office:- PSEB H.0. Building, The Mall, Patiala
Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813
Gontact No. 36461-18773

TENDER ENQUIRY No. : QQ - 2348/PO-P

Chief Purchase Officer/MM, Central Purchase Organization,
PSPCL, 2nd floor, Multistory Building, The Mall, Patiala, invites
E-Tender for Procurement of 2,30,000 No. 11 KV Composite
Polymer Disc Insulators (Tongue & Clevis type), EMS 45 KN
as per PSPCL specification no. QQ-2348/PSPCL/PO-P. For
detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to https://
eproc.punjab.gov.in from 14.02,2024 onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum and if any will be

Numberof| _ Salary
Positions | (Per Month)

100 Lakh

Department|  Job Role Experience

Winimum 10 years and

age not more than 40 years

Minimum 10 years and
MRDCL 100Lakh | age not muvey than 40 years

Interested Candidates can apply on or before February 29th 2024, Only short lised

candidateswill e called for interview.

For i org.n.

R.0. No: 044-PPICLAGENCYIADVT/12023:24__Sd/- Director General, NIUM, Hyderabad.

HDMA  |Legal Specialst| 1 Position

Legal Specialst | 1 Position

Knanal

The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd.
(A Govt. of Kerala Undertaking) Sankaramangalam, Kollam - 691 583
Ph: 91-476-265 1215 to 2651217 email: md@hkmmi_com, URL : www.kmml.com

online at punjab.gov.in

the rebel faction led by his nephew, De-
puty Chief Minister Ajit Pawar. The com-
mission later approved a new name -
‘Nationalist Congress Party-Sharadchan-
dra Pawar’ — for Mr. Sharad Pawar’s

o-Tender for approval
"Veterinary Equipments/ Machineries| Section
instruments etc, for Al,
Pathological, Laboratory & Hospital use”|
for the financial year 2023-24(As per|
Schedules of requirement of etender)

Surgical,

group.

U.P.

security

of rale of|As per schedule of
1I(B)

documents, for estimated value
of the goods uptoRs. 1.00 lakh
(one lakh) Rs. 1500.00 and for
each additional Rs. 1.00 lakh and
p of part there of Rs. 1000.00 as bid

of  tender

RS, 25000.00+
GST

The speculation that this group would
merge with the Congress was triggered
by a remark made by former NCP leader
Mangaldas Bandal. Immediately after his
statement, Baramati MP Supriya Sule,
responding to questions about a poten-
tial merger, said: “The Sharad Pawar-led
Nationalist Congress Party will not
merge with any political party. What res-
ponsibility does Mangaldas Bandal have
in our party? Even I do not know this.
Who is spreading such speculation?”

She said her party would contest the
upcoming polls as part of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) coalition and that a meet-
ing held on Wednesday was about seat

RO No: 203330

1- Availability of Online Tender Forms
2- Submission of Online Tender Forms start date : Date 16-02-2024 from 06.00 PM
: Date 23-02-2024 at 03.30 PM
4-Last Date for online submission of tender form : Date 01-03-2024 up to 12.00 PM
5- Opening of Online Tender Farms (Technical bids) : Date 01:03-2024 at 04.00 PM

3 Pre Bid Meeting

Cost of Tender Form (Non-refundable) in shape of Demand Draft of any nationalized/scheduled
bark in the name of Director, Administration & Development, Animal Husbandry, U.P., Lucknow
and amount of Eamest Money in shape of Fixed Deposit Receipt (FDR) of any nationalized!
scheduled bank pledged in favour of Director, Disease Control & Farms, Animal Husbandry,
U, Lucknow should compulsorily be deposited in the Directorate of Animal Husbandry, U.P,
Badshahbag, Lucknow, The scanned copy of the Gost of Tender Form and e-Bid Security EMD
must be submitted along with the e-Bid and the original should reach to Director, Disease Control
& Farms, Department of Animal Husbandry, U.P., Lucknew preferably on or before end date of
submission of e-Bid but in any case, ot ater than 5 days after end date of submission of e-bid
Online e-bid should be submitted through U.P, Gowt. e-Tender website hitp://etender.up.nic.in

TheScheduled dates and time for the Tender are:-

The Scheduled dates and fime for the e-Tender are:-
 Date 16-02-2024 from 04.30 PM

RO Date: 13-02-2024
website: wwwup.govin

Director

Disease Control & Farms
Animal Husbandry, U.P.,
Lucknow

3/32446

C -121/24 76155/1

s
1 |2024_KMML_655526_1 | For the supply of Flat tyre (1 No) and Taper tyre

(1 No) for Calciner

sharing within the MVA and planning for
future poll campaigns.
c™
K

SRI BHRAMARAMBA MALLIKARJUNA

SWAMYVARLA DEVASTHANAM

SRISAILAM, NANDYAL DIST,, A.P.

w

Rc.No.E2/2762/2022 dated 25.01.2024
e-Procurement tenders are invited for the works of
(1) Construction of 500KL capacity OHSR tank at Filter bed
area (2nd call), (2) Reconstruction of Salu mandapams at
North side of Ammavari temple (2nd call), (3) Construction of
1000KL Gapacity OHSR tank beside New Goshala (2nd call),
(4) Supply and Installation of Electrical Cremation (on Rate
contract) (2nd call), (5) Providing Tensile fabric structure at
donation counter to SKD Gopuram, Donation counter to Sri
Umaramalineswara Swamy temple, Walkway temple backside
and around Swamyvari Yagasala. (6) Dt of 3 Star
Category Hotel at Srisailam, A.P. on Public Private Partnership
(PPP) Basis. Those who wish to participate in the tenders can
see the web site: www.apeprocurement.gov.in (or) tender.

apeprocurement.gov.in from 15.02.2024 onwards.
Siva Karyamlo...
sd/-D.PEDDI RAJU
Deputy Collector & Executive Officer.

2|2024_KMML_655519_1
3|2024_KMWIL_651667_1
4|2024_KMML_650909_1

For fabrication and supply of FRP Lime Scrubber D558
For the supply of Roaster Discharge Grating Assembly
For the supply of High Alumina Refractory
Bricks/Refractory Bricks
5|2024_KMML_656281_1 | For the supply of Rare Earth Drum Magnelic Separator
6]2024_KMML_653779_1| For the supply of 145KV SF-6 Gas Circuit Breaker

Chavara14.02.2024 §d/- Managing Director for The Kerafa Minerais and Metals Lid
GREATER VISAKHAPATNAM MUNICIPAL CORPORATI

@
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

Tender Notice No:03/2023-24/CE(GVMC)/SE(P-I)/EE(PD-II)/DL: 13-02-2024 (item No.2)

GVMC desires to invite RFP for “Selection of The Vendor for
Procurement of Horses and Development of Amenity Building with
Changing Rooms, Tollets, Waiting, Café and Fitness Room at
Mudasarlova Park, Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.”. The details can
be ite of ww. govin.

1. Download starting date
2, Download ending date
3. Last date of submission of bids

Mobile No : 85019 49467

email : eepd2_gvme@yahoo.co.in

15/02/2024 @ 5:00 PM
22/02/2024 @ 3:00 PM
22/02/2024 @ 4:00 PM

Sdl- Commissioner,
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Lal Bahadur Shastris grandson

leaves Congress, joins BJP

Vibhakar Shastri, grandson of former Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri, joined the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Wednesday in
Lucknow, hours after resigning from the
Congress. “I will work as an ordinary member of
the BJP and strive to strengthen the party and the
organisation,” said Mr. Shastri, addressing the
media at the BJP office in Lucknow. Mr. Shastri
fought three Parliamentary polls on the Congress
symbol in 1998, 1999, and 2009.

SC to pronounce verdict on

electoral bonds scheme today

A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court is
scheduled to pronounce its judgment on the
legality of the electoral bonds scheme, which
allows anonymous donations to political parties,
on Thursday. The five-judge Bench is headed by
Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud. The
members of the Bench are Justices Sanjiv
Khanna, B.R. Gavai — two of the senior-most
judges of the Supreme Court — and ].B. Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra. The petitioners in the case
argued that the scheme violated citizens’ right to
information about the funding of political

parties.

Study abroad has more
takers from smaller cities

A panrndia study finds the desire for ‘budget’ degrees is rising among the middle class; among the

25,000 respondents, only 42.8% students from Tier 1 cities express interest in studying abroad

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

majority of stu-
Adents who aspire to
study abroad hail

from Tier 2 and 3 cities, a
pan-India study of 25,000
aspirational students by
edtech start-up upGrad
Abroad indicates.

“We are seeing rising in-
terest from students hail-
ing from cities like Thiruva-
nanthapurm and Kottayam
down south, Vadodara and
Surat in the west, Lucknow
in the north and so on
when it comes to planning
to study abroad,” said An-
kur Nyati, president, Study
Abroad at upGrad.

Around 57.2% of the
25,000 respondents who
expressed interest in stu-
dying abroad hail from
Tier 2 and 3 cities, as com-
pared to 42.8% who belong
to Tier 1 cities.

The study also indicates
that the desire for ‘budget’
degrees is rising among the
middle class, what with
41.1% of the respondents
interviewed saying that
they were unable to spend

e

Huge dreams: Many aspirants are in age group of 26 to 30 years
and already have nearly six years of work experience. GETTY IMAGES

beyond 16 lakh to ¥25 lakh
on studying abroad, as
they had budget con-
straints. Another 13.4%
said that their budget
ranged from 36 lakh to 15
lakh, whereas another
40.4% said they had bud-
get between 326 lakh and
%50 lakh.

Departing from the pop-
ular notion that the aspi-
rants were from interna-
tional IB schools, 56% of
respondents who ex-
pressed interest in study-

ing abroad were from State
Boards, followed by 32% in
CBSE and 12% students
from ICSE, the study says.

Popular destinations
Annually nearly six to se-
ven lakh Indian students
go to study abroad. Germa-
ny and France are emerg-
ing as popular destinations
among engineering and
management students,
compared to destinations
such as Australia, Canada,
and the UK.

Around 66.5% respon-
dents said that they pre-
ferred to seek an education
loan to meet their require-
ments. About 64% of them
said that they preferred
non-collateral loans. In
FY22, according to data
shared by Ministry of Fi-
nance in Lok Sabha, India
public sector banks dis-
bursed ¥7,576.02 crore
worth in loans, which is
close to 90% of the total
education loans in the
country.

Interestingly, 34.4% as-
pirants who want to study
abroad are in age group of
26 to 30 years and already
have nearly six years of
work experience before
applying for their master’s
degree, the study noted.

About 55.6% of the res-
pondents were keen on
pursuing an MBA which
opens doors to managerial
roles, while the second-lar-
gest group (28.7%) ex-
pressed interest in Compu-
ter Science and
Information Technology,
including Data Science and
Artificial Intelligence
courses.

Ex-JNU student Umar
Khalid withdraws
bail petition from SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Former Jawaharlal Nehru
University student leader
Umar Khalid, an undertrial
in a Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA)
case linked to the February
2020 Delhi riots for three
years, withdrew his bail
application from the Su-
preme Court on
Wednesday.

Appearing before a
Bench headed by Justice
Bela M. Trivedi, senior ad-
vocate Kapil Sibal, appear-
ing for Mr. Khalid, sought
and got permission to with-
draw the bail plea. Mr. Si-
bal referred to “changed
circumstances” and said
he would seek relief in the
trial court. The court per-
mitted him to withdraw
the plea.

Mr. Khalid has also with-
drawn his separate writ pe-
tition questioning the le-
gality of certain sections of
the UAPA, especially deal-
ing with bail. This petition
had been tagged with oth-
ers which had similarly
challenged the draconian
nature of the UAPA. The
other writ petitioners, in-
cluding Foundation for Me-
dia Professionals and indi-

Umar Khalid

viduals, have sought time
to consider the option of
withdrawing from the Su-
preme Court to move the
respective High Courts.

The hearing in the case
had been through a persis-
tent series of re-schedul-
ing. His case has also tra-
velled across different
Benches of the Supreme
Court in 2023.

Justice Trivedi had ear-
lier pointed out that the
hearing of and decision in
the case should not be de-
layed any further. It was a
matter concerning liberty.

Additional solicitor gen-
eral of India S.V. Raju had
countered that the accused
was the reason why the
framing of charges was de-
layed all these years.

Mr. Khalid is accused of
being part of a “larger con-
spiracy” behind the com-
munal violence.

No more adjournment letters
in after-notice bail cases: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Adjournments, denounced
as a major factor for pen-
dency, delay in court hear-
ings, and a money-drainer
for litigants, is no longer
going to be easy in the Su-
preme Court.

A circular issued by the
Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday said it would not
entertain letters of ad-
Jjournment from lawyers in
bail and anticipatory bail
cases for which notice had
been earlier issued by the
court.

Letters of adjournment
are last-minute requests by
parties for postponement
of cases listed before a
Bench of the court. The let-
ters are filed in the Registry
and circulated to the op-
posing parties. The case,
when called for hearing in
the day, is usually ad-
Jjourned if all the parties
agree. Usually, they do asa
matter of professional
courtesy.

The court said such let-
ters seeking adjournment
would also not be enter-

Letters of adjournment are
last-minute requests by parties
for postponement of cases
listed before a Bench.

tained in cases in which ex-
emption from surrender-
ing has already been
granted; cases in which an
interim order favouring
the party seeking the ad-
Jjournment is already in op-
eration; and in matters in
which suspension of sen-
tence has been sought.

This would mean that
the parties must necessari-
ly appear in court in these
categories of cases and the
Bench would take a deci-
sion, in its own discretion,
on whether to grant an
adjournment.

In other cases, the circu-
lar said the request for ad-
journment of a case could

be circulated till a day prior
to the publication of the
main list of cases. Howev-
er, the request should con-
tain the specific reason for
seeking adjournment and
the number of postpone-
ments sought earlier in the
case.

The circular said a party
or counsel can only circu-
late an adjournment letter
once in a case. The court
would not allow consecu-
tive adjournments, irres-
pective of which party in
the case is making the re-
quest. If a case is ad-
Jjourned, it should be listed
within four weeks. The
specific date for the hear-
ing would be given to the
parties. No oral mention-
ing would be permitted to
advance the date. Finally,
the SC made it clear that no
letter would be permitted
for adjourning fresh cases
or regular hearing matters.

Both the Supreme Court
Advocates-on-Record  As-
sociation (SCAORA) and
the Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation (SCBA) had regis-
tered their protest against
the move.

Bengal prisoners
did not get pregnant
while in jail: report

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A report submitted in the
Supreme Court by amicus
curiae, senior advocate
Agrawal, has belied reports
that women inmates in
West Bengal jails are get-
ting pregnant in custody.

The Supreme Court
had, a few days ago, taken
suo motu cognisance of the
issue. Previously, the Cal-
cutta High Court had
raised serious concerns
when the issue was men-
tioned in a case linked to
prison reforms.

Police response

In a five-page report sub-
mitted in the top court, Mr.
Agrawal said he had made
enquiries via email to the
ADG & IG Correctional Ser-
vices, West Bengal.

The senior police officer
replied on February 10 that
62 children were born in
Jjails in West Bengal during
the last four years. The wo-
men inmates were either
pregnant when they were

Amicus report
comes after SC takes
cognisance of the
issue of pregnanc
in custody

brought to the jails or had
gone out on parole and
were pregnant when they
returned.

Mr. Agrawal said he had
also held discussions with
Jjail authorities in Rajas-
than, Haryana, and Delhi
to understand security
measures in women'’s jails
and barracks. He found
that these complexes were
guarded by women per-
sonnel,

The amicus, however,
highlighted the need for a
complete security audit of
women’s jails and barracks
in the country. He said
there was also a need to ex-
amine the medical facility
available to women in-
mates to ensure that prop-
er examinations were done
at the time of admissions
and at regular intervals.

PM inaugurates Abu Dhabi’s
first Hindu stone temple

Press Trust of India
ABU DHABI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday inaug-
urated Abu Dhabi’s first
Hindu stone temple, de-
scribing it as a symbol of
the shared heritage of hu-
manity and thanking the
UAE for scripting a new
golden chapter of human
history.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the temple built
by the Bochasanwasi Aksh-
ar Purushottam Swamina-
rayan Sanstha (BAPS), the
Prime Minister profusely
thanked the President of
UAE, Sheikh Mohammad
Zayed Al Nahyan, for mak-
ing the grand temple in
Abu Dhabi a reality and
said he has not only won
the hearts of Indians living
in the Gulf nation but also
of 140 crore Indians.

“I hope that the BAPS
Mandir will become a sym-
bol of communal harmony
and global unity for the
whole world,” Mr. Modi
said, addressing a gather-
ing that included UAE Tole-
rance Minister Sheikh Na-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the inauguration of the BAPS

Temple in Abu Dhabi. ANl

hyan bin Mubarak Al
Nahyan and spiritual lead-
ers from all faiths.
Recalling the consecra-
tion ceremony of the new-
ly constructed Ram temple
in Ayodhya last month, the
Prime Minister said it was
his good fortune to have
witnessed the inaugura-
tion of the BAPS temple in
Abu Dhabi. “Our immense
pleasure in Ayodhya has
been further enhanced by
the wave of happiness re-
ceived in Abu Dhabi today.
It is my good fortune that [
have been a witness to the

grand Shri Ram temple
first in Ayodhya, and then
to this temple in Abu Dha-
bi,” he said.

The BAPS temple is built
on a 27-acre site in Abu
Mreikhah, near Al Rahba
off the Dubai-Abu Dhabi
Sheikh Zayed Highway, ata
cost of around ¥700 crore.

He said the UAE, which
till now was known for
Burj Khalifa, Future Mu-
seum, Sheikh Zayed Mos-
que, and other hitech
buildings, has now added
another cultural chapter to
its identity.

Across

1 Earl visits British bank that is next door (6)

4 Indulge and include a politician in workout and reading ()

9 Cuba rebate stores vacant (4)

10 A knot about friendship and trouble (5 5)

11 Door confining setter in a cell (6)

12 Two criminals held by iron restraint at the end by hawker,
perhaps (8)

To solve this puzzle online,
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SCANTOPLAY
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13 So, well by a review we arrive at PV = k (6,3)
15 Mock that man's shrimp starter (4)

16 Fasten with difficulty (4)

17 By the second half of the year, called a new gil for grading (9)
21 Say, bronchodilator in hospital at Alabama cannot be seen

often (8)

22 Basset, setters hold a lot of value (6)

S

25 Billis a killer primarily (4)

Y
S

Down

Rose's issue about men is related to recovery (10)

Street paved with cement, perhaps (6)
Respect for soldiers saving first lady facing resistance (6)

1 Supporter backed by a party gaining victory is bragging (7)
2 Location identified for the audience (5)
3 Orders for duke at London district to meet revolutionary prophet

(1)

5 Silver and gold girl traded with Earlis antique (3-3)
6 Say, killing pig is not on; no time to be wicked (9)
7 Romeo slips missing second step in the front; bone disease,

perhaps (7)

8 Huge fire in company's new stores stocking sink (13)
14 Lady s with a man, a broker perhaps (4,5)

16 Idiotic moneymen trade top assets for nothing (7)

18 Inquire about new partner foregoing first love with shame,

disheartened (7)
19 Fool's worth some salt (7)

20 Mark, alawyer takes on tech giant skimming at the top (6)
23 Dark story in which father dies, son takes over (5)
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FAITH

Effect of nama parayanam

Every day, devotees pray to God seeking guidance on navi-
gating the choppy sea of life in Kali Yugam, little realising
that our spiritual leaders such as Sridhara Aiyyavaal of Ti-
ruvisainallur advocate nama parayanam as a practical way
to uplift oneself and attain one’s goal in life, said Tiruvidai-
marudur Brahmasri Nidhiswara Shrowthigal in a

discourse.

Aiyyavaal was a contemporary of Sadasiva Brahmendra

and Govindapuram Bhodi

dra Saraswathy

among others. Living under the patronage of the Maratha
Kings of Thanjavur, Aiyyavaal's celebrated work, Aakhya
Shashti, refers to the 60 names of Parameswaran. Aiyya-
vaal named the work as Aakhya Shashti, as Aakhya means
name. He visualised Parameswaran as the father and His
namam as the mother. He guides devotees in a seamless
and effortless method of prayer and devotion. The term
Siva itself symbolises everything that is auspicious and
sacred and Aiyyavaal explains it succinctly in the 13th ver-
se.When we say, Oh Siva namave, sashi vatu (like moon)
upavarashi (ocean) vathati (resides), Siva appears in both
the syllables. One does not even have to strain to focus
one’s faculties on Siva; even mentioning His name in pass-
ing will gain one great benefits. It is enough to rid one of

one’s sins.
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Ukraine says its forces destroyed
Russian warship in Black Sea

REUTERS

Ukraine said on Wednesday it had destroyed another Russian
warship in the Black Sea, a key battleground of the two-year war
where Kyiv's campaign has been building momentum. Its military
along with intelligence units “destroyed” the “Caesar Kunikov”
Russian landing ship off the coast of the Crimean peninsula. Arp

BELJING
China condemns Taiwan after
two nationals killed in boat ¢

China condemned Taiwanese authorities on Wednesday after two
Chinese nationals died in a boat accident while pursued by Taiwan’s
coast guard. The Chinese boat was carrying four persons when it
capsized near the Kinmen Islands, throwing all onboard into the
water, Chinese and Taiwanese authorities said. AFP

SEOUL

Two police officers convicted over
S. Korea’s 2022 Halloween crush

A South Korean court sentenced two former senior police officers on
Wednesday for destroying evidence linked to Seoul's deadly 2022
Halloween crush. Nearly 160 people were killed when a crowd
comprising tens of thousands tried to make their way through a
narrow alleyway in Itaewon on October 29, 2022. AP

SEOUL
North Korea fires several cruise
missiles as part of weapons trials

[N

AP

North Korea fired multiple cruise missiles on Wednesday, part of a
string of weapons tests this year that have accompanied aggressive
rhetoric from leader Kim Jong-un. Earlier this week, North Korea
announced it had tested a new control system for a multiple rocket
launcher it said would have an “increased” battlefield role. arp

Subianto claims ‘victory for all
Indonesians’ in presidential vote

The Defence Minister, who has incumbent President Joko Widodos son for running mate, had won 57% votes in first round,

preliminary results showed; officials results not due until next month; nearly 205 million were eligible to cast their ballots

Agence France-Presse
JAKARTA

ormer general Pra-
F bowo Subianto
claimed victory in
Indonesia’s  presidential
election on Wednesday as
preliminary results put
him well ahead of his two
rivals to lead Southeast
Asia’s biggest economy.
Polls have long shown
the fiery Defence Minister
to be the favourite after he
pledged to carry on the
agenda of popular outgo-
ing leader Joko Widodo,
who is accused of inappro-
priately backing his cam-
paign and whose son is Mr.
Subianto’s running mate.
“All counts, all poll-
sters... showed figures that
Prabowo-Gibran won in
one round,” he told a
cheering crowd of suppor-

PRABOWO
GIBRAN -

Victory moment: Prabowo Subianto, left, delivers his speech as
Gibran Rakabuming Raka looks on, in Jakarta. REUTERS

ters at a packed arena in
central Jakarta, referring to
his running mate Gibran
Rakabuming Raka.

“This victory should be
a victory for all
Indonesians.”

Official results are not
due until next month but
at least four government-

than 50% of the overall
vote and at least a fifth of
ballots cast in over half the
country’s 38 provinces to
secure the presidency.

The 72-year-old — who
pushed street protests and
launched legal challenges
after losing the previous
two elections — thanked
his supporters and called
for unity.

‘Waiting for the count”
Fellow candidate Anies
Baswedan, who had been
the favourite to battle Mr.
Subianto in the event of a
second-round vote, said he
would respect the result
only when it was finalised.
But analysts said the
projections indicate that
Mr. Subianto has likely
avoided a second electoral
battle in June against his
rivals Mr. Baswedan and

approved groups — making
projections based on offi-
cial early tallying — showed
Mr. Subianto winning
around 57% for a clear ma-
Jjority in one round.

Mr. Subianto, who was a
military chief during the
Suharto dictatorship a gen-
eration ago, needs more

Ganjar Pranowo.

Nearly 205 million peo-
ple were eligible to vote in
the fifth presidential elec-
tion since the end of Suhar-
to’s dictatorship in 1998.

Logistical feat
A logistical feat in which
more than 20,000 seats
were up for grabs saw
planes, helicopters, speed-
boats and even cows used
to cart ballots around the
sprawling archipelago of
nearly 280 million people.
The vote across
8,00,000 polling stations
began Wednesday morn-
ing in the restive region of
Papua and ended at the
other end of the country in
Jjungle-clad Sumatra, while
some stations in Jakarta
stayed open late after the
capital was inundated by
thunderstorms.

‘PML-N and allies are mulling
a 25-member Cabinet in Pak’

Press Trust of India
ISLAMABAD/LAHORE

Discussions are underway
in Pakistan on the compo-
sition of the new federal
Cabinet of the coalition go-
vernment with the possi-
bility of a 25-member line-
up in its initial phase, ac-
cording to a media report
on Wednesday.

The Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz  (PML-N)
leadership, comprising Na-
waz Sharif and Shehbaz
Sharif, engaged in a crucial
meeting to review the par-
ty’s interactions with va-
rious allies and considered
the names of potential Ca-
binet members, sources
privy to the development
told The Express Tribune
newspaper.

During the meeting,
Shehbaz Sharif, 72, briefed
his elder brother, Mr. Na-
waz, 74, on the party’s al-
liances and deliberated on
potential candidates for
the federal Cabinet. In the

Shehbaz Sharif

first phase, the Cabinet is
expected to have 25 mem-
bers, with Muttahida Qau-
mi  Movement-Pakistan
(MQM-P) likely to secure
three to five ministries.

Leaders from MQM-P,
including Khalid Magbool
Siddiqui, Farooq Sattar,
Mustafa Kamal, Aminul
Haque, and Khawaja Izha-
rul Hasan, are being consi-
dered for key positions
within the Cabinet, accord-
ing to PML-N sources.

The PML-N has shortlist-
ed 15 senior leaders for mi-
nisterial roles, including

Ishaq Dar, Ayaz Sadiq, Kha-
waja Asif, Ahsan Igbal,
Marriyum Aurangzeb, At-
taullah Tarar, Shaza Fatima
Khawaja, Riazul Haq Juj,
Bilal Azhar Kayani, Dr. Ta-
riq Fazal Chaudhry, Qama-
rul Islam Raja, and Rana
Tanveer Hussain.

Power split-up

In earlier reports, the
PML-N outlined an initial
power-sharing formula for
the upcoming govern-
ment. The formula sug-
gests that if the coalition
agrees to appoint a PML-N
candidate as the Prime Mi-
nister, the positions of Pre-
sident and Speaker would
go to the PPP.

On Tuesday, Mr. Sheh-
baz emerged as a leading
contender for the premier-
ship, garnering support
from former coalition
partners, including Pakis-
tan Peoples Party, Pakistan
Muslim League-Quaid, Ba-
lochistan Awami Party,
MQM-P and IPP.

‘Saboteurs hit
Iran pipelines
disrupting
gas supply’

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Two explosions struck gas
pipelines in Iran early on
Wednesday in an act of
“terrorism and sabotage”
that disrupted gas supplies
in three of the country’s
provinces, state media
reported.

The saboteurs hit pipe-
lines in the cities of Boru-
Jjen and Safashahr. There
were no casualties in the
explosions or the ensuing
fires.

Israel forces ‘begin series’ of air strikes in Lebanon

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

The Israeli military said on
Wednesday its fighter jets
“began a series of strikes in
Lebanon”, raising fears of
a war between the two
countries after months of
cross-border fire.

The strikes came hours
after fire from Lebanon
wounded multiple people
in northern Israel, accord-
ing to medics.

Seven persons were
wounded, five of them in
the town of Safed, the Ma-
gen David Adom emergen-
cy service said.

Fighter jets struck a se-
ries of “Hezbollah terror

Flash point: Officials transport a person, wounded in a rocket
attack fired from southern Lebanon, in Israel’s Safed. AFp

ed air raids on southern vil-
lages including Adchit,
Sawwaneh and
Shihabiyeh.

An AFP photographer

targets” in the areas of Ja-
bal El Braij, Houneh, Du-
nin, Adchit and Sawwa-
neh, the military said.
Lebanese media report-

saw medics and troops
evacuating a wounded per-
son by military helicopter
from Safed’s Ziv hospital.

There was no imme-
diate claim for the rocket
launches from Lebanese
militant group Hezbollah,
which has traded near-dai-
ly fire with Israeli troops
since the outbreak of the
war in Gaza more than four
months ago.

Israeli Army chief Herzi
Halevi said after meeting
commanders near the bor-
der with Lebanon that Is-
rael’s “next campaign will
be very much on the offen-
sive, and we will use all the
tools and all capabilities”.

“We are intensifying the

strikes all the time, and
Hezbollah are paying an in-
creasingly heavy price,” he
said in a statement.

Fears have grown of
another full-blown conflict
between Israel and Hezbol-
lah, with tens of thousands
displaced on both sides of
the border amid soaring
regional tensions.

Since the outbreak of
the Hamas-Israel war on
October 7, at least 243 peo-
ple have been killed in Le-
banon, most of them Hez-
bollah fighters but also
including 30 civilians, ac-
cording to an AFP tally.

On the Israeli side, nine
soldiers and six civilians
have been killed.

Turkey’s Erdogan
visits Egypt as ties
are back in full swing

Associated Press
CAIRO

Turkey’s President Recep
Tayyip Edrogan held talks
in Cairo on Wednesday
with his Egyptian counter-
part in efforts to rally sup-
port for growing demands
in the region that Israel
halt its war against Hamas
in Gaza.

Mr. Erdogan’s visit
comes as ties between An-
kara and Cairo are back on
track after years of ten-
sions and frosty relations.

Turkey has long been a
backer of the pan-Islamist
Muslim Brotherhood
group, which has been out-
lawed as a terrorist organi-
zation in Egypt.

Mr. Erdogan met with
President Abdel Fattah el-
Sissi at Cairo’s Ittihadiya
palace, according to
Egypt’s state-run media.
Their talks focused on bi-
lateral relations and re-
gional challenges, especial-
ly efforts to stop the war in
Gaza, Mr. el-Sissi later said
at a joint news conference.

Maldives registers
186 deportations,
including 43 Indians

Press Trust of India
MALE

The Maldives has deported
186 foreigners, including
43 Indians, after accusing
them of committing crimes
like visa violations and
drug offences, according to
a media report.

The highest number of
people deported was from
Bangladesh. At least 83
Bangladeshis were deport-
ed followed by 43 Indians,
25 Sri Lankans and 8 Nepa-
lis. The date of their depor-
tation is not yet known,
Male-based news outlet
Adhadhu reported.

The deportations come
as efforts are underway in
the Maldives to shut down
businesses operated
illegally.

Homeland Security Mi-
nister Ali Thusan said at a
c™

K

press briefing on Tuesday
that the Ministry was work-
ing together with the Eco-
nomic Ministry to take ac-
tion against illegal
businesses operating un-
der various names.

Foreigners’ stake

These include both regis-
tered and unregistered bu-
sinesses, the minister not-
ed. Such businesses
include those operated by
a foreigner instead of the
registered owner, Home
Minister Thusan said.

If the registrar believes
based on sufficient evi-
dence that a business is op-
erated with a foreigner
earning profits either di-
rectly or indirectly, a law
was enacted in December
2021 to allow the registra-
tion of such businesses to

be terminated.

SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL TESTING AND
RESEARCH CENTRE (SITARC)
83 & 84, Avarampalayam Road, K.R. Puram Posi, Coimbatore - 641 006

NOTIGE INVITING TENDER

For and on behalf of SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL TESTING AND RESEARCH
CENTRE (SITARC) separate sealed tenders for TECHNICAL BID and FINANCIAL BID

CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT
OF TELEMATICS

2| ELECTRONICS CITY, PHASE,
HOSUR ROAD, BENGALURU-560100.

Date of Pre-Bid Meeting

Tender document
from The Director,

the websites:

£22

THE HUTTI GOLD MINES COMPANY LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka Undertal

king)
Hutti - 584 115, Raichur Dist,, Karnataka State, Ph: (08537) 275463, 276339, Fax:(08537)275048, 275054
e-Mail: material276339 @gmail.com website: www.huttigold karnataka gov.in

TENDER NOTIFICATION NO. 27/23-24 DT:

02.2024

are invited from reputed firms for supply of Aitomiated Electric Motor Test System. 15.02.2024 (Through e- procurement Portal only)
TENDER SCHEDULE RECRUITMENT OF ENGINEERS /| | | Tender is invited by “The Dy.General Manager (Materials)” for the procurement of following
“Tender Notice No. SLPP/AMTB-EQPT/2023-20241001 RESEARCH ASSOCIATES items from reputed manufacturers/ authorized dealers as detailed below.
Description of Tender: Supply, Installation and Commissioning of § 7
Automated Ef;.-r:uic Motor Test System I“a; hs:gy ?nort mfgcggg ‘h:f sI D it Aplbpro_x EMD
“Approx. Estmated Value of Tender Re.400 Lakhs i for the post of || | No escription Py va'ue ;‘ inRs.
Date of Tender Document Sales Start__| 16.02.2024 (10.00AM ) Ervjineers; -and. ‘Research rores (Re)
Date of Tender Document Sales Close | 07.03.2024 (04.00 PM) Associates published vide 1 | Manufacturing, testing, supply and commissioning of LPDT 9.20 13,81,000/-
Last Date for Submission of Tender 08.03.2024 (03.00 PM: Advt No. CDOT / HR / CG at Hutti Gold Mine. HGML/2023-24/IND0124/CALL-2.
Data ot Opening of Technical Bids ggg: f%}% :1230524 L';“eg"'ee‘i“;ig; ézn"!’i‘i‘l 2 | Procurment Of Sag Mill Full Set Of Liners. 3.81 573,000/
- 15 Mar 2024, 5pm. Kindly HGML/2023-24/IND0155.
ial Testi ITARC), 83 &84, visit our website www.cdot.in 3 | Manufacturing, Testing, Supply and Commissioning of 3.81 5,73,000/-
Road, K R. Puram Pos!, Coimb 641 006 on any working day on of for more details. Single Boom Drill Jumbo at Hutti Gold Mine.
before the last date indicated above.The tender document can aiso be downioaded from Sdl- Registrar HGML/2023-24/IND0122/CALL-2,
www.sitarc.com and www.tendersontime.com (under the Tenders =
Categories - Free Tenders). The tender may be cancelled, withdrawn or postponed atany 4 | Annual Maintenance Contract Of Sandvik Ug Heavy 3.66 5,50,000/-
timeby SITARC without assigning any reason Director, SITARC Equiments. HGMLI2023. . INDENT7/CALL-3
5 | Supply, Fabrication, replacement of wornout, damaged 188 2,83,000/-
[CZZZZ1 THE TAMILNADU COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS' FEDERATION LIMITED, | structures and Panting of the structures in Leaching plant
AAVIN ILLAW, 33, NANDANAIL, CHENNAI-S00035. TELEPHONE : 044-23464500, and Sag and Ball mill plant.
AX 1044.23464505, E-MAIL: aavinmmp@gmall.com.
Ref.No.1 H'HVMPMDZI) N()TICE lNVITI!‘lC‘i TENDER Dated : 12.02.2024 HGML/2023-24/OW/WORK _INDENT38/CALL-3.
o e it 6 | Supply of Hydrate Lime. HGMLI2023-24/IND0164. 1.44 2,16,000/-

Name of the works / ltems
For e purchase of 2000 T month B1S ype 1
dard cusiom packed calte feed from the

|EXTY EMD Value

alu upuran,
i, s,

Rs.30 Lakhs 55

o,
e Vo Troihel, Toabohe &

Theni, Dicig, Thoriesu, Pudikiotel,

nyatuuman Distictmlkurions under ther ownfund

Tender Document Availability:-
20.02.24 to 25.03.24 Upto 11.00 AM
Probid Meeting: - 01.03.24 at 11.30 AM

Tachnical Bid opaning Date and Time:-
26.03.24 at 11,30 AM

The Technical Bios shall be opened (ough crline e-Frocurement Poral (hips:/iintenders.gov.in) on above date a1 above
Jithel b in). Al o

DIPR/ 912 TENDER/2024

Geails can be seen in the tender documents, the tender documents can be downicaded at he above website. Corrigendum |
Asst. General Manager (MP), TCMPF Ltd,

Calendar of Events:

(1) Pre-Bid Meetings (Zoom):-

29.02.2024 for SINo.1 at 10.00 AM, SINo.2 at 10.30 AM,
SINo.3 at 11.00 AM, SI.No.4 at 11.30 AM, SL.No.5 at 12.00 Noon and SI.No.6 at 12.30 P.M.
(2) Last date for receipt of tender:- 15.03.2024 at 4.00 P.M. (3) Opening of Technical Bid on
:-18.03.2024 at 10.00 A.M. For further details interested bidders are advised to log on to website
https:/iwww.kppp.karnataka.gov.in or contact the office of undersigned during working hours.
For participating in the above tender bidder needs to be registered in e-procurement portal.

Sd/- General Manager (Tech)

LEADING GOLD PRODUCERIN INDIA
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atings firm C estimates that the ‘real cost' to the government of such a guarantee woul e around 21, crin
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India’s wholesale price in- cember; vegetable prices | Amid reports that the En- & awi s
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Google: App developers,

broadcasters move Delhi HC

The Alliance of Digital India Foundation, an
industry body for Indian start-ups and app
developers, has moved the Delhi High Court for
‘inordinate delay in adjudication’ by CCI in
Google Play Billing matter. Separately, the Indian
Broadcasting & Digital Foundation and Indian
Digital Media Industry Foundation filed a writ
petition before the Delhi HC for ‘excessive delay,
actions and inaction’ of CCI in failing to address
the continued violation of its order by Google.

cember, with
manufactured products’
prices dropping 1.1% year-
on-year and inflation in
primary articles and food
items easing to around
3.8% from more than 5% in
the previous month.

The inflation in primary
food articles also eased toa
three-month low of 6.85%
from 9.4% in December,
with slight declines record-

ed in most items, including
cereals, whose inflation
rate eased to 4.1% in Janu-
ary from 5.9%. Fruits infla-
tion dropped to a five-
month low of 1% from 4.6%
amonth earlier.

However, overall infla-
tion rates remained high

still at 16.1%.

Paddy inflation dropped
from 10.5% in December to
9.6% in January. Wheat
and potato prices dropped
3.1% and 8.4%, respective-
ly, while milk inflation
eased to 5.4%. On a month-
on-month basis, the Who-
lesale Price Index reading
was 0.33% lower while the
Food Index dropped 1.1%
from December levels.

against Paytm for alleged
FEMA violations, One97
Communications Ltd., the
parent company of Paytm,
neither confirmed nor de-
nied the reports. It told
stock exchanges that the
company, its subsidiaries
and its i Paytm

Pau?m =

the ED.”

The company said be-
sides notices it has re-
ceived requests for “infor-
mation, documents and

) 18 from authori-

Payments Bank Limited,
have “over time been re-
ceiving notices from va-
rious authorities including

ties” with respect to cus-
tomers that may have done
business with the respec-
tive entities.
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CIL to add mines to
meet higher demand

Reuters
SINGAPORE

State-run Coal India (CIL)
plans to start operations at
five new mines and expand
capacity of at least 16 exist-
ing ones to address grow-
ing demand for the fuel, its
chairman told Reuters on
‘Wednesday.

India has increasingly
relied on coal to meet re-
cord power demand in re-
cent months, with the rise
in coal-fired power output
outpacing renewable ener-
gy growth for the first time
since at least 2019.

A record output by Coal
India—the world’s largest
coal miner whose profits
and share price have
surged since early 2023~is
set to boost inventories at

power plants running on
domestic coal by 16.1%
year-over-year to 40 mil-
lion metric tons by end-
March, CIL Chairman P.M.
Prasad said.

The company is on track
to exceed its production
target for the second
straight year during the fis-
cal year ending March, Mr.
Prasad said, after failing to
achieve its output goals for
16 straight years.

NMDC Q3 net rises
68% to 31,492 crore

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

India’s largest iron ore pro-
ducer NMDC reported
standalone net profit for
the quarter ended Decem-
ber increased 68% year-on-
year to ¥1,492 crore as reve-
nue from operations rose
more than 45% to nearly
35,410 crore.

NMDC declared an inte-
rim dividend of ¥5.75 per
share (face value 1),

Steel demand in the
country is rapidly growing
and it is expected to conti-
nue its upward momen-
tum, directly aligning with
overall GDP growth, CMD
(additional charge) Amita-
va Mukherjee said.

NMDC has been ramp-
ing up capacity and creat-

Amitava Mukherjee

ing a secure supply chan-
nel to meet the domestic
demands of the industry,
and the company’s finan-
cial and physical perfor-
mance were testimony to
its investments in technol-
ogy and innovation reap-
ing high returns, he added.
NMDC's shares on Wed-
nesday closed 3.88% high-
er at ¥235.5 apiece on the
Bombay Stock Exchange.

Outdoor media firm Signpost
debuts at 23% premium on NSE

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Signpost India Ltd., a Digi-
tal Out-ofHome (DOOH)
and integrated advertising
media enterprise listed on
the BSE and NSE after bag-
ging approvals for its merg-
er with Pressman Advertis-
ing Ltd.

The stock, with a face
value of 2, closed with a
gain of 22.56% at 3326.55
on the NSE thus taking the
total market capitalisation
to 3,745 crore compared
with ¥76 crore when the
merger was announced.

In an interview with The
Hindu, CMD Shripad Ash-
tekar said the listing sym-
bolised a new era for the
company. He said the com-
pany would invest ¥00
crore in two years to build

c™
K

Shripad Ashtekar

infrastructure at public
places [where its digital bill
boards would be placed]
out of which about %40
crore had been invested.

Asia on radar

The company is also plan-
ning to have operations
with physical infrastruc-
ture at several Asian coun-
tries, including Japan, Sau-
di  Arabia, Thailand,
Singapore and UAE as well

as presence in the U.S.

The company specialis-
es in programmatic digital
advertising.

Through its merger with
Pressman Advertising Ltd.,
Signpost India now offers
comprehensive advertising
services including print,
TV, radio, digital marketing
and public relations.

Currently, Signpost In-

dia has an asset base com-
prising more than 33.9 mil-
lion square feet of ad space
across 29,246 panels na-
tionwide reaching more
than 54.6 million indivi-
duals at India’s major me-
tros, Mr. Ashtekar said.
For FY23, the firm report-
ed a revenue of 3342 crore,
up 84% YoY. Growing at a
CAGR of 30% for the last
three years, the reported
net profit was 35 crore.

M&M Q3
standalone
net surges 61%
to 32453 cr.

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd.
reported third quarter
standalone net profit grew
60.6% to ¥2,453.98 crore as
compared with ¥1,528.06
crore in the year earlier pe-
riod due to robust perfor-
mance of its auto business,
both in terms of margin
and volume expansion.
The company’s standa-
lone revenue grew by
16.8% to 325,288.51 crore
during the third quarter.
Consolidated net profit
fell marginally to ¥2,658.4
crore as compared with
32,676.56 crore in the year
earlier period. But the
company said the figures
were not comparable.
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DESTINY

Ashwin will complete 500 wickets

GAMEPLAN

The extra seamer will give us the

DOMINANT DISPLAY
Nissanka on song again as

in my home town Rajkot: Jadeja

best chance of winning;: Stokes

Sri Lanka sweeps series

[N

2]

VLIAY SONEJI

With Ravindra Jadeja missing the second Test due to a hamstring,
strain, Ashwin added three wickets in the second Test to remain one
short of 500 wickets. But Jadeja said, “I thought he would complete
itin the first Test; but it’s okay, whatever is written in destiny... he
will complete his 500 wickets in Rajkot, in my home town.”

[N

VLIAY SONEJI

Ben Stokes revealed that England will play an extra seamer (Mark
Woad) in the Rajkot Test. “Taking a bit of knowledge from the last
match we played here, it was a pretty true, flat wicket. I think this one
is a good wicket. Bringing in an extra seamer is the option we've gone
with because we think it will give us the best chance of winning.”

TURNING THE TABLES
Dabang rally to beat Thalaivas,

Paltan knock out Warriors

N

AFP

Sri Lanka eased past Afghanistan by seven wickets in the third ODI
at Pallekele on Wednesday to complete a 3-0 sweep in the series.
Pathum Nissanka smashed his second hundred of the series.

The scores: Afghanistan 266 in 48.2 overs (Shah 65, Azmatullah 54)
lost to Sri Lanka 267/3 in 35.2 overs (Nissanka 118, Fernando 91).

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Dabang Delhi produced a stunning comeback as it erased a 13-point
deficit to clinch a 45-43 win over Tamil Thalaivas in a PKL Season-10
match in Kolkata on Wednesday. Ashu Malik was Dabang's star with
18 raid points, the same as Thalaivas’ Narender. Puneri Paltan
knocked Bengal Warriors out of playoffs contention, winning 29-26.

‘Milestones match’ lines up 100, 500,
700, debut(s) and crucial series lead

Stokes, Ashwin, Anderson, Sarfaraz and Jurel in the limelight; England to field two pacers on a ‘typical Rajkot pitch’ that will get all the

facets of the game in play, while India will have perhaps the most inexperienced batting line-up in a Test for over a quarter of a century

LAND IN INDIA

Amol Karhadkar
RAJKOT

ricket is a unique
C team game where
individual perfor-

mances get highlighted
more than team accolades.
No wonder then that the
buzz around the Niranjan
Shah Cricket Stadium on
the outskirts of a laid-back
city has been more about
milestones awaiting over
the next five days.

In fact, such is the im-
mensity of the achieve-
ments that are in the offing
that it will not be an over-
statement to refer the third
Test between India and
England as a ‘milestones
match’.

R. Ashwin, the crafty
off-spinner, is just one
wicket away from being
only the second Indian
and ninth bowler overall in
the 500-wicket club,

Ben Stokes, the England
captain, will become the
16th England cricketer to
earn 100 Test caps, so-
mething that signifies lon-
gevity and consistency in
the toughest format.

And Stokes’ senior — the
unstoppable James Ander-
son — is a mere five scalps
shy of scaling Mt. 700 and
Jjoining the elite club of

Lifting the game: Gill will be keen to stretch his fine form, while Patidar will strive to make an impact. viJay SONEJ!

Muttiah Muralitharan and
Shane Warne. Should all
three milestones be ticked,
one can be sure that the
surface at the stadium —
being referred to as a “typ-
ical Rajkot pitch” that will
get all the facets in play —
will be hailed as the best
pitch of the series.

It could also be a miles-
tone moment for two India

players who could be
handed a Test debut. Sar-
faraz Khan, the domestic
run-machine, looks to be
more or less a certainty to
end his prolonged wait for
a Test cap as the No. 5
batter.

Should India prefer
Dhruv Jurel, the rookie
’keeper, in place of K.S.
Bharat, it will be a rare oc-

casion of two debutants
playing in the same match.
The last such occasion
for India turned out into a
memorable — and miles-
tone — moment when
Washington Sundar and T.
Natarajan debuted togeth-
er at The Gabba in 2021.
But unlike in Brisbane
for the famous series-fi-
nale, India will have little

liberty in its batting riches.
With Sarfaraz and Patidar
who debuted in the last
Test — despite the duo's
domestic prowess — India
will have perhaps the most
inexperienced batting or-
der in a Test for over a
quarter of a century.
Enough of milestones,
one may say. After all, the
series is at a critical junc-

ture. But the milestone
men will obviously have a
huge bearing on the game.
If Ashwin and his partner
Ravindra Jadeja — playing
at home — can spin their
web around the England
batters, it will obviously
take India closer to snatch-
ing the lead in the series.

Similarly, the inexpe-
rienced middle order will
have to withstand the pace
of Mark Wood — recalled
into England XI — even
with the older ball. For the
first time in the series, En-
gland has opted to go into
a Test match with two pac-
ers.

It will be interesting to
see if the pacers can en-
sure England’s batters
aren’t left with too much
on their plate.

The teams:
India (from): Rohit Sharma
(Capt), Jasprit Bumrah
(Vice-capt.), Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Shubman Gill, Rajat Patidar,
Sarfaraz Khan, Dhruv Jurel (wk),
K.S. Bharat (wk), R. Ashwin,
Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel,
Washington Sundar, Kuldeep
Yadav, Mohammed Siraj, Mukesh
Kumar, Akash Deep, and Devdutt
Padikkal

England (X1): Ben Stokes (Capt),
Zak Crawley, Ben Duckett, Ollie
Pope, Joe Root, Jonny Bairstow,
Ben Foakes, Rehan Ahmed, Tom
Hartley, Mark Wood, and James
Anderson.

Match starts at 9.30 a.m.

Rohit will lead India
in T20 World Cup,
reveals Jay Shah

Amol Karhadkar
RAJKOT

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) se-
cretary Jay Shah has an-
nounced that Rohit Sharma
will lead India at the T20
World Cup in June.

“We may have lost the fi-
nal of the 2023 ODI World
Cup, but we won hearts
there by winning 10 match-
es in-a-row. I am confident
that India will lift the 2024
T20 World Cup under Rohit
Sharma’s captaincy at Bar-
bados,” Shah said during
his speech while the re-
naming the SCA Stadium as
the Niranjan Shah Stadium
on Wednesday.

Shalr’s statement came
with Rohit, head coach Ra-
hul Dravid and chairman of
men’s national selection pa-
nel Ajit Agarkar in atten-
dance at the function.

Minutes later, Shah told
a select group of journalists
that Rohit continues to re-
main “India’s captain in all
the formats”.

He added that the deci-
sion had been made in con-
sultation with the selectors
before Rohit and Virat Kohli
returned for the T20I series
against Afghanistan in Janu-

“Rohit was captaining
(in the pastand in other for-
mats) and he came back for
the Afghanistan series,
which means we were go-
ing to let him continue for-
ward,” Shah said.

“When Hardik was in-

Rohit. viJAY SONEJI

jured in the (ODI) World
Cup, who else can we give
the captaincy (t0)?” Shah
said.

“In  the third T201
against Afghanistan, India
were 22 for four and the
way he took the team to 212
for four, we can’t question
much about him, right? He
has the ability. As I said, we
won ten games in the ODI
World Cup. We didn’t win
the final, but it'’s part and
parcel of the game. Whoev-
er plays better, wins.”

Since India’s semifinal
exit at the T20 World Cup
in November 2022, Hardik
Pandya has led India in a
majority of T20Is. When
Rohit was recalled for the
T20I series at home against
Afghanistan in January, it
was the first indication of
him and Virat Kohli set to
feature in the 2024 edition.

Shah also confirmed that
Hardik will be Rohit’s depu-
ty at the T20 World Cup.

Ashwin completing
500 Test wickets is
really huge: Jadeja

Amol Karhadkar
RAJKOT

For over a decade, R. Ash-
win and Ravindra Jadeja
have been two sides of In-
dia’s spin coin that has
tossed a majority of the op-
position batting line-ups
around, especially while
playing at home.

It will thus be fitting to
witness that Ashwin — who
was left agonisingly close
from reaching the 500-
wicket mark in Test cricket
in Visakhapatnam - is set
to make history with Jadeja
at home and possibly bow-
ling from the other end.

“He will definitely com-
plete his 500 wickets on
this ground. I am very ex-
cited because I have been
playing with him for 12-13
years and to achieve this
milestone of completing
500 Test wickets is really
huge,” Jadeja said.

While Jadeja confirmed
he was fit and available for
the game, he admitted that
he will have to look after
his body in order to avoid
frequent breakdowns that
have been a feature in his
sojourn over the last cou-
ple of years.

c™M
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Jadeja. IJAY SONEJI

Besides Ashwin’s miles-
tone, India is set to field an
extremely inexperienced
middle-order.

Jadeja said, “All these
new boys are coming into
the side after playing a lot
of First Class cricket. These
are seasoned players, they
know how to play long in-
nings and have an idea
how it goes in Test cricket,”
Jadeja said.

“If they are making Test
debut in Australia or South
Africa, the player also lacks
confidence whether they
will be able to perform or
not. It (India) is an ideal

place for them.”

We have got our own
processes against
every bowler: Stokes

Sports Bureau
RAJKOT

In a series that was touted
to be dominated by spin,
Jasprit Bumrah has
emerged as the leading
wicket-taker. The pace ace
has left the best of England
batters, including captain
Ben Stokes, dumbfounded
in the first two Tests.
While Bumrah was not
to be seen at the ground
during India’s three prepa-
ratory sessions in the lead-
up to the third Test here,
Stokes could only hope
that the England batting
group figures a way out to
solve the Bumrah puzzle.
“Bumrah is an unbeliev-
able bowler. He has proven
that for a very long time
and has performed really
well in the two games. [
think everyone has got
their own way of not trying
to deal with Bumrah but
we do have to score runs
off him as well and that’s
what we will try to do.”
Stokes said on Wednesday.
“But when that doesn’t
work you just have to give
credit to the bowler and
Jasprit has been outstand-
ing the first two games. We

Root. VIJAY SONEJI

have all got our own pro-
cesses against every single
bowler and there is no
team way of playing
anyone. But as we always
try to do, we will be trying
to keep the focus around
us.”

The last time England
played in Rajkot - in 2016 -
Stuart Broad played his
100th Test. More than re-
peating the same feat him-
self, Stokes cited the exam-
ple of the last match as the
reason behind replacing
offie Shoaib Bashir with
pacer Mark Wood in En-
gland’s line-up.

Ramkumar does the giant-killing act
with Nardi’s scalp, enters last eight

BENGALURU OPEN

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

India’s Ramkumar Rama-
nathan sent top seed Luca
Nardi packing 1-6, 6-4, 6-4
to enter the singles quar-
terfinal of the dafaNews
Bengaluru Open ATP Chal-
lenger, at the KSLTA courts
inside Cubbon Park here
on Wednesday.

Nardi played a splendid
first set, replete with ag-
gressive returns and short-
angled winners. The World
No. 108 landed 86% of his
first serves, won 92% of
those points and didn’t
face a single break-point.

But the weather — a
sweltering 33°C courtside
at noon — soon brought the
players closer. Nardi, who
had reached the final in
Chennai last week and had
also played a long three-
setter on Tuesday, strug-
gled even as Ramkumar’s
superior energy levels and
a steady exhibition of ten-
nis carried the day.

Ramkumar’s purple
patch began with his first
authoritative hold of the af-
ternoon - to 2-2 in the se-

Made to sweat: Ramkumar's superior energy levels in sweltering

-

conditions helped him prevail over Nardi. SUDHAKARA JAIN

cond set. In the next game,
he cut through, as Nardi’s
serve wobbled and the Ita-
lian double-faulted on

break-point. The 29-year-
old Indian took care of his
serve well to level the

contest.
»

Nardi’s service game
picked up steam in the
third set, and the gulf in
class between the highly
rated 20-year-old and
Ramkumar started show-
ing again. But the latter dis-
played superior staying
power as he ran down ev-
ery single ball and forced
Nardi to go the extra mile.

The point that probably
sapped Nardi’s spirit was
the easy smash from the fo-
recourt he sent long to get
broken in the fifth game.

The end seemed nigh
and Ramkumar soon had
his second consecutive
Challenger main draw sin-
gles match win, a first since
November 2022 (Kobe,
Japan).

Other results:

Second round: Seong Chan
Hong (Kor) bt Alexey Zakharov
(Rus) 6-4, 7-5; Oriol Roca Batalla
(Spa) bt Tristan Boyer (USA) 7-5,
6:3; Maks Kasnikowski (Pol) bt
Benjamin Bonzi (Fra) 6-3, 6-4.
First round: Stefano Napolitano
(Ita) bt Dane Sweeny (Aus) 6-3,
6-3; Adam Walton (Aus) bt S.D.
Prajwal Dev 6-3, 6-0.

Doubles: First round: Myneni &
Ramkumar bt Banthia & Prajwal
Dev 60, 7-6(2); Echargui (Tun) &
Roca Batalla (Spa) bt Bollipalli &
Poonacha 64, 6-4.
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Piedt’s five-for gives

South Africa slender lead
Recalled South African spinner Dane Piedt
claimed five New Zealand wickets on Wednesday

to give the tourists a 31-run lead at stumps on the
second day of the second Test at Hamilton,

The scores: South Africa 242 in 7.2 overs (Ruan de Swardt
64, David Bedingham 39, Shaun von Berg 38, Raynard van
Tonder 32, 0’Rourke 4/59, Ravindra 3/33) vs New Zealand 211
in77.3 overs (Kane Williamson 43, Tom Latham 40, Will Young
36, Neil Wagner 33, Piedt 5/89, Paterson 3/39).

Beth Mooney will captain Gujarat Giants in the
second edition of the Women’s Premier League.
The Australian opener was injured in the
opening match of the inaugural WPL between
Giants and Mumbai Indians last year and could
take no further part. Sneh Rana had taken over
from Mooney for the remaining part of the
tournament.

Arjun continues to lead in
PGTI Players’ Championship

Arjun Prasad carded a five-under 65 to retain his
lead with an aggregate of 13-under 127 after the
second round of the Tata Steel PGTI Players’
Championship at Tollygunge Club golf course in
Kolkata on Wednesday. 56 professionals made
the cut that was appied at 138.

The scores (second round): 127-Arjun Prasad (62, 65);
130-Sachin Baisoya (63,67), Rahil Gangjee (65,65, Stepan
Danek (64, 66); 131-Badal Hossain (66, 65), Saptak Talwar (66,
65), Shankar Das (67, 64), Mani Ram (65, 66).

TCS World 10K Bengaluru
run has a new home

The TCS World 10K Bengaluru run has found a
new home. The 16th edition of the World
Athletics Gold Label road race will be flagged off
at the Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw Parade
Ground, it was announced here on Wednesday.
Previous editions were flagged off at the Sree
Kanteereava Stadium. The race will be held here
on April 28. The event offers a total prize money
of $210,000. Registrations for all race categories
will commence on Thursday, on

tesworld10K procamin.

Carey equals record with eight

catches in a List A innings

Australia’s Test wicketkeeper Alex Carey equalled
an international record with eight catches in a
domestic one-day cricket match in Adelaide on
Wednesday. Carey held eight catches for South
Australia in a limited-overs win over Queensland.
He took five catches off the bowling of Jordan
Buckingham and equalled the List A world
record with his eighth catch to dismiss Matt
Kuhnemann. Two other wicketkeepers have
taken eight catches in a List A innings, both in
England. Derek Taylor set the record playing for
Somerset in 1982 and Worcestershire’s James
Pipe matched it in 2021.

LIVE TELECAST

v
Australia Women vs South Africa Women: Only Test, day
1, Star Sports 2 (SD & HD) & Hotstar, 8.30 a.m.
India vs England: 3rd Test, day 1, Sports 18-1 (SD & HD) & Jio
Cinema App, 9.30 a.m.
PVL: Sony Sports Ten 1 (SD & HD) & LIV, 6:30 & 830 p.m.
ISL: Sports 18-1 (SD & HD) & Jio Cinema App, 7.30 p.m.
Europa League: Sony Sports Ten 1, 2 & 5 (SD & HD) & LIV,
11.30 p.m. & 130 a.m, (Friday)
New Zealand vs South Africa: 2nd Test, day 4, Prime Video,
3.30 am. (Friday)
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De Bruyne dazzles as Manchester City
cruises against FC Copenhagen

The Belgian scores one and has a hand in two more; Brahim Diazs magical moment helps Real Madrid edge a tight game away to RB Leipzig

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Associated Press
COPENHAGEN

evin De Bruyne
Kscored one goal
and had a hand in

two more as Manchester
City resumed its quest to
retain the Champions
League title with a 3-1 win
at FC Copenhagen in the
first leg of the round of 16
on Tuesday.

Only a careless mistake
from goalkeeper Ederson
Moraes, which led to Co-
penhagen’s equaliser in
the 34th minute via mid-
fielder Magnus Mattsson,
prevented City from taking
an even more command-
ing lead into the second leg
in Manchester in three

weeks. De Bruyne is often
City’s man for the big occa-
sion and he delivered again
at the start of the knockout
stage, driving home the
opening goal in the 10th
minute after running onto
Phil Foden’s pass on the
right side of the area.

Outplayed

Copenhagen was out-
played in the first half but
still managed to pull level
in the 34th after Ederson’s
pass out from his area went
astray.

City retook the lead in
the first minute of first-half
stoppage time. While the
‘build-up wasn’t pretty, the
finish from Bernardo Silva
certainly was.

The build-up to the
third goal in second-half
stoppage time was much

easier on the eye and again
it involved De Bruyne, who
ran onto Foden’s pass
down the inside right
channel and cut the ball
back to the England mid-
fielder, who slotted home.

Brahim Diaz stepped up
in the absence of Jude Bel-
lingham, scoring after a
mazy solo run to lead Real
Madrid to a 1-0 win at
Leipzig.

Diaz combined some
nifty dribbles with a po-
werful run to get past three
Leipzig defenders before
hitting the top corner with
a left-footed shot from in-
side the area in the 48th.

The results: Pre-quarterfinals,
first leg: RB Leipzig 0 lost to Real
Madrid 1 (Diaz 48); FC
Copenhagen 1 (Mattsson 34) lost
to Manchester City 3 (De Bruyne
10, Silva 45+1, Foden 90+2).

Standout performer: De Bruyne sends City on its way to a comprehensive win with this opening goal
against Copenhagen. REUTERS

India women stun China in BATC,
men rout Hong Kong

BADMINTON

Press Trust of India
SHAH ALAM (MALAYSIA)

Two-time Olympic medal-
list PV. Sindhu made a win-
ning return from a lengthy
injury lay-off as India
stunned formidable China
3-2 in the women's compe-
tition of the Badminton
Asia Team Championships
(BATC) on Wednesday.

Making a mark
With just two teams in
Group W, India was as-
sured of a knock-out round
berth even before its open-
ing match but the team
made its mark in style with
the shock win over the top-
seeded Chinese side.

The Indian men's team,
which lifted the Thomas

Winning return: Sindhu, who was missing in action since October due
toa knee injury, beat higher-ranked Han Yue. INSTAGRAM/BADMINTONASIA

Cup in 2022 and secured a
first-ever silver medal at
last year's Asian Games, re-
gistered a dominating 4-1

victory over Hong Kong to

qualify for the knock-out

round from Group A.
Hong Kong had lost to

China 0-5 on Tuesday.

India will take on top
seeds China on Thursday
to decide the group winner
in the men's section.

The resuilts:
Women: India bt China 3-2 (PV.
Sindhu bt Han Yue 21-17, 21-15;
Tanisha Castro & Ashwini
Ponappa lost to Liu Sheng Shu &
Tan Ning 19-21, 16-21; Ashmita
Chaliha lost to Wang Zhi Yi 13-21,
15-21; Treesa Jolly & Gayatri
Gopichand bt Li i Jing & Luo Xu
Min 10-21, 21-18, 21-17; Anmol
Kharb bt Wu Luo Yu 22-20, 14-21,
21-18).
Men: India bt Hong Kong 4-1
(H.S. Prannoy lost to Ng Ka Long.
Angus 18-21,14-21; Satwiksairaj
&Cl bt Lui

Anirudh-Vijay pair

loses in the

pre-quarterfinals

TENNIS

Sports Bureau

Anirudh  Chandrasekar
and Vijay Sundar Prash-
anth were beaten 6-3, 7-5
(5) in the doubles pre-quar-
terfinals by Guido Andre-
ozzi and Miguel
Reyes-Varela  in the
$742,350 ATP Tennis tour-
nament in Delray Beach,
USA.

Other results:
$15,000 ITF men, Nakhon Si
T Thailand: Singles

Chun Wai & Yeung Shing Choi
21-16,21-11; Lakshya Sen bt
Chan Yin Chak 21-14, 21-9; M.R
Arjun & Dhruv Kapila bt Chow Hin
Long & Hung Kuei Chun 21-12,
21-7;K. Srikanth bt Jason
Gunawan 21-14,21-18).

(first round): Maximus Jones
(Tha) bt Bharath Kumaran 6-1,
6-4; Nitin Kumar Sinha bt Kosuke
Ogura (Jpn) 63, 57, T-6(7).
Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Mitsuki Leong (Mas) &Nitin
Kumar Sinha bt

NatthasithKunsuwan & Anapat
Timangkul (Tha) 6-3, 6-2.
$15,000 ITF men, Sharm El
Sheikh, Egypt: Doubles
(pre-quarterfinals): Finn Bass
(GBR) &David Perez Sanz (Esp) bt
Anurag Agarwal &Kevin
Humpfner (Ger) 62, 6:3.
$15,000 ITF men, Monastir,
Tunisia: Singles (first round):
Chirag Duhan bt Pietro Mugelli
(1ta) 6:4, 6-1.

$25,000 ITF women, Nakhon
Si Thammarat, Thailand:
Singles (first round): Lanlana
Tararudee (Tha) bt Zeel Desai 6-3,
6L

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Zhibek Kulambayeva (Kaz) &
Lanlana Tararudee (Tha) bt Zeel
Desai & Anastasia Sukhotina 6-1,
75,

Ya-Hsin Lee (Tpe) & Liu Fangzhou
(Chn) bt Ashmitha
Easwaramurthi & Xun Fang Ying
(Chn) 6:2,6-3.

Missed chances cost Indian
women despite a good show

FIH PRO LEAGUE

Sports Bureau

Indian women played
some of their most impres-
sive hockey in recent
times, but ended up on the
losing side against Nether-
lands, going down 1-0 in
Rourkela on Wednesday as
scoring woes continued.

India’s defence kept the
Dutch at bay for long pe-
riods in a game played at
high intensity all through,
frustrating them enough to
force errors and even de-
nying Yibbi Jansen of five
penalty corners but the
team’s inability to finish off
attacks and get their shots
on target inside the attack-
ing circle continued to
haunt.

Bizarre suspension

The Indian defence man-
aged to hold on even after
a bizarre suspension for In-
dia goalkeeper and captain
Savita towards the end of
Q3 for kicking the ball out-
side the circle on a day
when she was otherwise
outstanding.

It was for the first time
in over two months that
the Dutch women failed to
score in the first quarter
and it needed a flash of
brilliance from Felice Al-
bers to trap a rebound at
shoulder height and tap it
in for them to score.

India even took control

s
On target: The Netherlands’ Felice Albers is pleased as punch after

scoring the lone goal of the match against India. x@FIH_HoCKEeY

and dominated the third
Quarter and parts of the
fourth, creating multiple
chances and a series of pe-
nalty corners but the
Dutch defence and goal-
keeper Anne Veenedaal,
tested for the first time this
season, held firm as the
Dutch took home a 10th
straight win.

Australia, meanwhile,
avenged its defeat to China
in the Bhubaneswar leg of

the competition with a 2-0
win in a game it dominat-
ed, so much so that China’s
first real chance at getting a
goal came only in the 30th
minute, when it earned the
first of its three PCs but to
no avail.

The results:
Australia 2 (Grace Stewart 29,
Stephanie Kershaw 57) bt China
)

Netherlands 1 (Felice Albers 27)

bt India 0.
|

Sakshi and Bajrang cry foul,

threaten fresh protest

WRESTLING

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Olympic  medal-winning
grapplers Sakshi Malik and
Bajrang Punia on Wednes-
day alleged that Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI)
chief Sanjay Singh used
‘devious means’ to get the
suspension on WFI lifted
by United World Wrestling
(UWW) and threatened to
restart their agitation

against the body.

The UWW on Tuesday
lifted the provisional sus-
pension on India but di-
rected the national federa-
tion to provide written
guarantees that there
would be no discriminato-
ry action against the prot-
esting trio of Punia, Malik
and Vinesh Phogat.

The trio has been prot-
esting for more than a year,
demanding the arrest of
former WFI chief Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh.

“We came to know yes-

terday that Sanjay Singh
had done some setting
with UWW to get the sus-
pension lifted. Brij Bhush-
an and Sanjay Singh have
left no stone unturned to
show that they are above
the law,” said Sakshi in a vi-
deo posted on ‘X’

“Our protest has only
been suspended. 1 might
have retired from wrestling
but I not will tolerate Brij
Bhushan or his people run-
ning the federation and ha-
rassing women,” she
asserted.

Devanshi shoots gold in women’s
junior air pistol; Lakshita second

WORLD CUP

Sports Bureau

Devanshi Dhama shot
240.0 to beat compatriot
Lakshita by two points and
win the air pistol gold for
junior women in the World
Cup in Granada, Spain, on
Wednesday.

In junior men’s section,
Paras Khola, the only In-
dian in the fray, shot 561
for the 15th spot.

The medals took India
further up on top of the
medals table, with four
gold, three silver and two

ede sl L,
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Top three: Devanshi flanked by Lakshita, left, and Mariami. 1ssF

bronze. Georgia was se-
cond with a gold, a silver
and two bronze.
Kyrgyzstan was the oth-
er country to win a gold

medal.
»

The results:

Air pistol: Junior women: 1.
Devanshi Dhama 240.0 (572); 2.
Lakshita 238.0 (572); 3. Mariami
Prodiashvili 213.1 (571); 9. Drishti
Sangwan 563.
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Season three of
Prime Volleyball
League launched

Delhi Toofans joins the bandwagon as nine teams will vie for the top

honour

his edition will also see the introduction of Super 5s stage

All set: Captains from the nine teams pose with the big prize in Chennai on Wednesday. M. SRINATH

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

he third season of
Tthe Prime Volley-
ball League (PVL),

set to begin at the SDAT
muti-purpose Nehru in-
door stadium here on
Thursday, was officially
launched at the Taj Club
House here on Wednesday.
The league CEO Joy
Bhattacharjya and Baseline
Ventures Pvt. Ltd’s co-
founder and managing di-
rector Tuhin Mishra were
present along with the
nine team captains.
Ahmedabad Defenders,
Bengaluru Torpedoes, Cal-
icut Heroes, Chennai Blitz,
Hyderabad Black Hawks,

Kochi Blue Spikers, Kolka-
ta Thunderbolts, Mumbai
Meteors, and this season’s
entrant Delhi Toofans are
the nine teams.

This season, which ends
on March 21, will see the in-
troduction of Super 5s.
The Super 5s stage will
take place from March 11 to
18 when the top five teams
from the league stage will
compete in a round-robin
format.

The team that finishes
first in the Super 5s will di-
rectly qualify for the final,
while the second-placed
and the third-placed teams

roes captain Jerome Vinith
said: “It’s good for all the
teams. Because, it's very
difficult to show our poten-
tial in 15 points. Semifinal
is just one match, and 15
points is very short-term.
1t’s very nice of Prime Vol-
leyball to add this thing.”

Every match will be
played for five sets, and
each set will be played for
15 points.

A 5-0 win will bring the
team three points, while
any other win will bring
two points. In case of a tie
in the number of points in
the standings, the sets won

Petratos’ goal ends Goa’s
12-match unbeaten run

10

Sports Bureau
MARGAO

Mohun Bagan Super Giant
ended the 12-match unbea-
ten streak of FC Goa in
ISL-10 with a 1-0 win at the
Fatorda Stadium on Wed-
nesday.

Dimitrios Petratos’ 75th-
minute strike sealed the
deal for the Mariners as
they scored a second con-
secutive win and stopped
Manolo Marquez’s team
from bridging the gap with
league leader Odisha FC (31
points in 15 matches).

Goa remained in the se-
cond spot with 28 points in
13 games while Mohun Ba-
gan moved to third (26
points in 13 matches).

Though the host tested
the Kolkata giant in the
first 20 minutes, it failed to
flourish in the final third.
Brandon Fernandes was at
the forefront of the Goa
moves, setting up deliver-
ies for Carlos Martinez and
Noah Sadaoui.

Caught off-side

Martinez was caught off-
side after being in a pro-
mising position in the fifth
minute, and one of Bran-
don’s own efforts from

long range was on target
but stopped by goalkeeper
Vishal Kaith.

In the 21ist minute, Pe-
tratos’ curling shot was
saved by a diving Goa cus-
todian Arshdeep Singh.

In the 75th minute, the
visitors broke on the coun-
ter and a usually organised
Goa backline looked out of
shape.

Manvir Singh tried to
slot home past Arshdeep
and the goalkeeper, who
had kept the most clean
sheets in the league before
this game, made a hasty
clearance that Petratos
pounced upon to score the
winner.

Surreal and emotional: Hamilton
at 2024 Mercedes car launch

FORMULA ONE

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Lewis Hamilton admitted it
felt “emotional” and “sur-
real” to take part in the fi-
nal Formula One car
launch of his Mercedes ca-
reer on Wednesday.
Hamilton, a seven-time
World champion, will
leave Mercedes at the end
of the 2024 season in a
stunning switch to Ferrari.
The 39-year-old had

move was confirmed, Ha-
milton said: “The last few
weeks have obviously been
emotional and it is very
surreal to be here.

“The focus through the
whole of winter training is
getting the team back to
where we once were.

“We have had these dif-
ficult couple of years
which have been really
grounding for us. It has
helped us regroup and
really look at things.”

Mercedes team princi-
pal Toto Wolff, standing
alongside Hamilton at the

will be considered.

The eliminator and final
will be played in the stan-
dard best-of-five format.

will compete in the elimi-
nator on March 19 to de-
cide the other finalist.

On Super 5s, Calicut He-

signed a new two-year deal  launch, added: “It has
with Mercedes worth £100  been a very busy winter. It
million ($126 million) in  will be our last season with
August. Lewis so we are keen on
Speaking at the Mer-  bringinga quick car”

cedes launch for the first
time since his blockbuster

Hamilton, who joined
Mercedes from McLaren in

2013, won six of his record-
equalling seven World
championships with the
Silver Arrows.

But the British driver
has struggled to match Red
Bull rival Max Verstappen
since he missed out on
what would have been a re-
cord eighth world cham-
pionship in 2021 in contro-
versial fashion.

His long goodbye to
Mercedes made for an awk-
ward final car launch at the
team’s Northamptonshire
base.

Hamilton answered just
three questions from the
Mercedes moderator dur-
ing the brief nine-minute
event. “I came here in 2013
so 11 years with the team
and now I am starting my
12th,” he said.

India hands over
Chess Olympiad
Torch to Hungary

Hand over: Union Sports Minister Anurag Thakur passes the Chess
Olympiad Torch to Judit Polgar in the presence of Viswanathan
Anand and FIDE president Arkady Dvorkovich SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a symbolic gesture, the
Chess Olympiad torch was
handed off by India to the
2024 host Hungary at the
National Stadium here on
Wednesday.

In the presence of the
five-time World champion
Viswanathan Anand and
the strongest woman chess
player of all-time, Hun-
gary’s Judit Polgar, besides
officials from several em-
bassies, Union Sports Mi-
nister Anurag Thakur lit
the torch and passed on
the flame to FIDE Presi-
dent Arkady Dvorkovich to
light his torch.

Soon, Judit and Anand,
who is also the FIDE Depu-
ty President, posed with
the twin torches in a ges-
ture that symbolised the
Olympiad moving to Bu-
dapest, which is due to
host the event from Sep-
tember 10 to 23.

It may be recalled that

India hosted the Olympiad
in 2022 in Mamallapuram
and grand arrangements
were hailed by one and all.

During the torch han-
doff ceremony, Mr. Thakur
said, “Chess is an intellec-
tual legacy that India prob-
ably offers to the world,
and it is not merely a sport,
but a reflection of strategic
depth and philosophical
wisdom.

“The elegant sport not
only sharpens the mind
but also teaches invaluable
lessons of patience and re-
silience and takes one onto
the path of intellectual pur-
suit of strategic mastery.”

On his part, Dvorkovich
recalled his visit to India in
June 2022 when he was
part of the first-ever Chess
Olympiad torch relay, in
the presence of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, and
his idea of starting the
torch relay from India be-
fore every edition of the
Olympiad becoming a real-
ity.

@ EAS'I’ CENTRAL RAI LWAY

Sealed tenders ind o
of president D' I"d\a !mm cDmDEteN am!

work mentioned below:- ) Name of w
with its location and Completion Perot
"Design, manufaciure, supply, instalation,
testing and commissioning of Automatic
Block Signalling in Chhapra Gramin,
(CHPG)-CHAKMAKRAND (CKRD),
(Excluding CKRD) (60 KM) in' Sonpur|
division of E, C. Railway." Division: All Five|
Divisions including Zonal Headguarter of
E.C.Railway, Gompletion period 15 months.
(ii) Approx. cost of the work: Rs.
437463512.55 (Rupees Fourty Three Crore,
Seventy Four Lakhs Sixty Three Thousand,
Five Hundred Twelve and Fifty Five Paise,
) (1) Bid Securiy fo be depasiad:

2337300.00 (i) Last date and time of
simision-of tendor and Opening of|
tender: 15/03/2024 Up to 12.00 Hrs. and,
15/03/2024 at 1230 Hrs. (v) Website
particulars, Notice Board Location
Whete corpil deals o trcr canbo

DEVI AHILYA VISHWAVIDYALAYA
NALRNDA CAMPUS . INDORE 452001
enter

No. DAVV/ITC/2023-; 24/2/4268
INVITED TENDER

Online tenders are invited under two bid system (Technical
and Financial) for purchase of Desktop Computers. The tender
document may be downloaded on payment of Rs. 3000/- +
GST at https://www.mptenders.gov.in
M.P. Madhyam/113806/2024

Date : 14.02.2024

REGISTRAR

yrrry PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
Regd. Office:- PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala )

Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website: www.pspelin
(Contact No. 8646123323)
Tender Inquiry No. PPR-06/2024 Dated: 14.02.2024
Chief Engineer/PP&R Organization, Shed No. D-3, Shakil Vihar, PSPCL,
Patiata invites E-ender under three-part bid system for supply of electrical energy
from interstate/intrastate sources viz, Generators, Traders having Valid Inter State
Trading License issued by CERC for intestate trading of energy. intrastate trading

viww.ireps.govin, on the Notice,
Bwﬂ of Pr\nmpa! gmy Signal & Telecom|
&

Dy: Chief Smgna\ & Te\emmmumcatmn

t Central Ralway/

Danapur,Oy.Chief slgml&re\-wmmumaum

Engineerforks, East Central RailwayDanapur
PRI0Z291/DNRISATIIT/23-24/36

d by PSERC for trading of energy, State Electricity Boards,
State Electricity Utlities, States IPPs & CPPs from 1st March 2024 to 9th June
2024. The link for the e-Bidding portal is www.mstcecommerce.com and is also
available on the website of Ministry of Power (www.Powermin.nic.in) and PFC
For detailed NIT & tender specifications.

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY
NDERING CE
Divisional Railway Manager
(Electrical), North Easter Railway,
Varanasi for and on behalf of
President of \ndla invites Online (E-
Tendering) "Open Tender" for the
folowing worke. 8. N 1, Tender
referenice no:- E-TendorL-51-23-

jame of work:-  Electrical
ik for Energy Efficiency & Green
Energy vork over BSB Divison.
Appro t (in Rs.)
5455108.14, Cemrent money (in
Rs.)i- 109900.00, Completion
eriod:- 120 Days, Date & time of
Closing Tendsr:- 07/03/202¢
14:30 Hrs., Date of|
Opening Tender:- 07/0312024
1430 Hrs, S.
Tofarence now. E-janaer-L 3595
work:- Provision of
solar Plants(Rooftop) of different
capacities at Railway Stations over
Varanasi Division., Approx. Cost
(in Rs.):- 61481748 50, Eamest
money (in Rs.):- 457400.00,
Competion period:. & Days.

e & time of Closing Tender:
0710313098 1430 L. Bote Bt
of Opening Tender:. 07/03202¢
1430 Hrs, S 3, Tender
Toforenae nov £ fenderL 5295
24, Name of work:- Segregation of
30% & 70% light on Platform at 45
stations and Replacement of 50%
Conventional Ceiling Fan by BLDC
fan at different service building in
Varanasi Division., Approx. Cost
(in Rs.):- 1084522307, Earnest|
money (in Rs.)i- 204200.00,
Completion period:- 120 Days,
Date & time of Closing Tender:-
07/03/2024 14:30 Hrs., Date & time
of Opening Tender:- 07/03/2024
14:30 Hrs, For full details of above
E-Tender work and to participate in
tender please visit Indian Railway
website www.ireps.gow.in
. Divsonal Electrical Engineer/General

please refer to www mstcecommerce.com from 14.02.2024 onwards.
NOTE: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at

C 126124 76155/12/2713/2023/32459

WEST CENTRAL RAILWA

Material Management Department

('eTender Notica for the supply of Stores, No. EPS/07/2024)
PCMMAVCR on behaif of the President of India invites the following advertised
tenders through E-procurement System. No manualipostal offers shall be
entertained. Tenders can be accessed under the link website htips:/ireps.govin
for details and for submission of Tender.

Sr [Tender No Short Description

30231407 _[Adjustor for Brake Block
8123WCRTP 29| Manufacture and supply of Imroved Switch

Tendered
Qty.

z
i bl )

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

(Regd. Office:- PSEB Head Office , The Mall, Patiala )
Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813
‘Website: www.pspcLin
(Contact No. 9646123323)

THE SPECIAL OFFICER AND COMPETENT AUTHORITY

(UNDER KPIDFE - IMA & OTHER SCAM)
3rd Floor, Podium Block, Visveswaraiah Towers, Dr. Ambedkar Veedhi,
Bengaluru - 560001. Phone No: 080 - 29565353, 29566556, 29604556
E-mail: splocaima21@gmail.com

Tender Inquiry No. PPR-07/2024. Dated: 14.02.2024
Ghief EngineerfPP&R Organization, Shed No. D-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPGL
Patiala invites E-tender under three part bid system for supply of electrical energy
from interstatefintrastate sources viz. Generators, Traders having Valid Inter State
Trading License issued by GERG for interstate trading of energy, inirastate trading
license issued by PSERG for intrastate trading of energy, State Elestricity Boards,
State Electricity Utiities, States IPPs & CPPs fram 1st March 2024 to 8th June
2024, The link for the e-Bidding portal is www.mstcecommerce.com and is also
available on the website of Ministry of Power (www.Powermin.nic.in) and PFC
Consuitancy Limited (www.pfcindia.com). For detailed NIT & tender specifications
please refer to from 14.02.2024
NOTE: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
www.mstcecommerce.com
C 127424

76155/12/2714/2023/32460

NOTICE / INVITATION FOR E-AUCTION FOR MOVABLE ITEMS

Pursuant to attachment of movable properties by the Government under the provisions
of the Kamataka Protection of Interest of Di

in Financial 1ents

Act, 2004 (KPIDFE Act) and pursuant to the absolute attachment order by the Hon'ble
Special Court the Special Officer & Competent Authority (under KPIDFE - IMA and
other Scam), is issuing natice for e-auction of the movables attached through e-auction
on‘asis where is and whatever there is basis’.
“SPLOCA" here by invites bids from the in tending bidders along with a bid deposit as
mentioned in the table below as Earnest Money for MOVABLE ITEMS - Crafts & Textile
items to be paid through DD drawn in favor of “Special Officer and Competent
Authority (EMD)” or through RTGS / NEFT to the Account number 41506340119,
IFSC Code: SBIN0040277 STATE BANK OF INDIA, VIDHANASOUDHA Branch.
SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE MOVABLE ITEMS

Pandra, Harwal, Sagnai, 3 Nos. 140 mtrs deep Tiwell at village Lower Andora,

312029155, |8 SIEVENS FTD. MAKE PROGRAMME SWETCH 45 Nos. Joh Beh, Thvell No. 37 Mubarikpur (Replacement of Twell), and 2 Nos.
4. [307316%. |SHACK, TABLEWIFH BOTTLE HOUDER 150 mirs. Doep Tiwell at village Pirthipur, Bhaderkali (Maira Amb Harizan
5 [30231360A[Hand hold complete for disabled compartment S '
6 |81245016 |Servogear HP 80, HP Gear 5 ET:;')O'NGS = = = 3 e
| 81245013 ICUTTER BAR Tupewslisinvilage | 1.70.49677/-|202.097)-| 1500 | (Three)
| '8 [81245014 |FILTER ELEMENT PART Shiou e (o0 only Months
9 [10244781_|Overhauling it for piston P ‘
770255557 Setor Band Fiote Tor Co0n Boge Comproing Kalash Nagar, Kalruhi, Lower Andora, Pithipur, Harwal, Braderkali (Maira Amb.
Tm'aequered plate 54361 Kgs Harizan Bastl), Dangoh, Dangoh-II, Lower Joh Beh, Joh, Dangoh Khas, sagnal,
[12 [30241567 |Procurement of Drain Cock Assermbly [1077 Nos. Tubewell No. 1 Kaloh (improvement), Tubewell No. 37 Mubarikpur (Replacement
13 160231101 |Dry sand for Use on DieselElectic locomoives 600 MT. of Old Tivell), Thvell Gondpur Banefra (Replacement of Old Tivel), Thwell at
confiming Daulatpur (Replacement of Old Thvell), Tubewell No. 49 Jadia (Improvement),
[ 14 [30231725 |Prevailing Toraue Type Hexagon Nut 17402 Nos Tubewell No. 83 Lonari (mprovement) and Upper Loharli (mprovement) in
[ 15 |10234494D|ELEMENT FILTER TURBO SOAK BACK 180 Nos. Gagret Cnnsbluenry Distt. Una (HP) (SH: Drilling of Tubewell, lowering of
16 |61232117 |[M.S. BLACK Plain Punched washer 12600 Kgs.| 2 Nos. 125 mirs deep Tiwell at village Kalruhi,
a7 |20 carbon brush 775 Nos Joh, 4 Nus 140 mirs deep Thwell at village Kailash Nagar, Thwell Gondpur
%igg‘:g: ACH 'EP‘“&:E'“ kit o ;“_gg Banehra (Replacement of Tiwell) Tiwell Dangoh Khas, Tiwell Daulatpur
[ s [on s e Fenir of Tiwell ) and 2 Nos. 150mtrs deep Thwell at village Dangoh,
21 [20234020A[SET OF SINGLE DUCT LEATHER BELLOWS 143 Set. 2
RISING 1. The last date of physieally submission of eamest money deposit and cost of tender
[22 81235842 |GR Pad for Guard rail [5534 Nos. 3,02.2024 upto 12:00PM.
| 23 [20234236E[PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARD 2 i 0243t 12 P
24 [38232315C|Main Pull Rod (Slack Adjuster Side) onthedayon23.02.2024at 12:30 PM.
25 [30241765 |Stainless Steel Hex Head Screw 3. The Tender forms and other detaied conditions can be downloaded from the
[26 [61232120 |M.S. black plain punched washer in Sd/-
27 (81225226 |WEAR PLATES various type Executive Engineer,

[For All above Tender No. 1 to 27 Due date:- 11.03.2024
Principal Chief Material Manager, WCR, Jabalpur

Flood Protection Divn.
Gagret, Distt. UNA (H.P)

HP/5855/23-24

HIM SUCHNA AVAM JAN SAMPARK

- S. Reserve Bid Increase
Government of Himachal Pradesh No pesciptonortems ‘ Price (Rs) | EMP Rs) | “value (Rs)
Jal Shakti Department CRAFT ITEMS
1 Metal Ite 2,67,005/- | 14,000/- -
“Notice Inviting e-Tender” clal forms 1500/
. S Vg 2 Wood Items 9,05,633/- | 45000 |  5000/-
onlne e on behaf of Govemor i Prdesh fam ot sighe 3 Marble Items 5,99,380/- | 30,000/ 3000/-
hefollowing y
Sr.| NameofWork |Estimated |Eamest | Costof |Time |Eligible 4 Art Jewellery and Bangles 1,55,384/- 8,000/ 800/~
No. cost Money | Tender _|Limit ~|Class of 5 Silver ltems 10,18,355/- | 50,000/- 5000/-
document| Contractor
o [T = 5 = T 5 Sandal Soap and Powder 55,720- | 3,000/ 300/-
Tubewells invilage |1.68290150- 200790 1500~ | (Three) 7 Orissa Painting 127163 | 6,000 500)-
Shivpur Pandra, 00" only Months g
Kailash Nager, Kalruhi, Lower Andora, Pirthipur, Harwal, Bhaderkali (Maira Amb 8 | Leather Shoes and Ladies Bags 23,820/- 1,000/ 100/
Harizan Basi), Dangoh, DangohI, Lower Joh Beh, Joh, Dangoh Khs, sagna, TEXTILE ITEMS
Tubewell No. 1 Kaloh (improvement), Tubewell No. 37 Mubarikpur (Replacement -
of Old Thwel), Twell Gondpur Banefra (Replacement of OId Thvell), Thvell at 1 | Ladies Clothing and Accessories | 28,00,000/- | 1,40,000/- 10000/~
Dauiatpur (Repiacement of OId Thwell), Tubewell No, 49 Jadla (Improvement), 2 Children’s Clothing 2,40,000- | 12,000~ 1000/-
Tubewell No. 83 Loharl and Upper Loharl in -
Gagret Constituency Distt, Una (HP) (SH: Drilling of Tubewell, lowering of 3 Gents and Common Clothing 8,00,000/- | 40,000/ 3000/-
assembly and development of 3 No. 125 mirs deep Tiwel at village Shivepur 4 Thaan 6,00,000/- | 30,000/ 3000/

Date of Inspection and Time: 4th March 2024, 11.00 AM to 2.00 PM.

Date of Pre Bid Meeting and Time: 4th March 2024, 3.00 PM to 4.00 PM.

Last Date of Submission of Bids and EMD Submission: 1st March 2024, Before 5.00 PM.
Date and Time of E-Auction: 5th March 2024, 11.00 AM to 1.00 PM.

For Registration & Online Auction, you can login to: https:/iwww.bankeauctions.com.
The interested bidders who require auction related information can contact Joint
Secretary, Office of the Special Officer & Competent Authority, 3rd Floor, Podium

Block, Vi

Place: Bengaluru
Date: 14-02-2024

DIPR/CP/3570/Adverto/2023-24

iah Towers, Dr. A

The Special Officer & Competent Authority
(Under KPIDFE - IMA & Other Scam)
Bengaluru.

Veedhi, Bengaluru - 560001, e-mail ID:
splocaeauction@gmail.com or Contact Mobile No.: 8217203930.

Sd/-

READ
FRONTLINE

LEADING THE DEBATE SINCE 1984

EVERY FORTNIGHT.
TO SUBSCRIBE, VISIT

M NDNDE



Thursday, February 15, 2024

DELHI

THE HINDU

Sport

see them as a tough team with a lot
of potential to make progress and
waves, says Vishaal Uppal

Mentor for national champion Shrivalli is confident of her climbing up the ladder: feels that with support, women's tennis in the country can produce world-beaters

Kamesh Srinivasan

ishaal Uppal has been strongly

intertwined with Indian tennis

for many years. Not many may

remember, but Vishaal had
beaten Rohan Bopanna in the final for the
National grass court title. He had won a
crucial doubles rubber with Leander Paes
in the Davis Cup tie against Korea, beating
a team that had Hyung Taik Lee.

He had also won he Asian Games
medal with Mustafa Ghouse, when
Leander Paes and Mahesh Bhupathi won
the gold.

He has been the captain of the Fed Cup
team, now known as the Billie Jean King
Cup. More importantly, he guided the
team to the World Group play-off for the
first time in history.

Vishaal runs a tennis academy, the
Tennis Project in Gurugram. More than
that he is now familiar in the tennis circles
as the mentor for the women’s national
champion Shrivalli Bhamidipati, who has
made rapid strides in recent weeks.

The 22-year-old Shrivalli had won her
maiden singles title in the $25,000 ITF
women’s event in Bengaluru in
November. She was slowly realising her
potential.

Yet, there was no hint of what she
unleashed in the $115,000 WTA tennis
tournament in Mumbai. Shrivalli won
three matches in a row, including the one
over former world No. 56, Nao Hibino of
Japan, now ranked 93. She played a
vibrant match on equal terms against the
teenage sensation, Alina Korneeva and
went down in three tough sets, after
winning the first.

To put things in perspective, despite
not breaching the top-500 in ranking,
Shrivalli was beating players in the
top-100 to 300 bracket. Was it a surprise
for Vishaal, even though he has been
working diligently, tuning her thoughts to
a positive wave length.

“I'wasn’t surprised at the way Shrivalli
played in Mumbai. | was happy to see her
execute the things I have been working
with her. What pleased me most was the
mentality she played with, in her
matches. Her tennis playing ability and
talent is known to everyone. So, tennis
wise it was not a surprise for me”, said
Vishaal.

The 16-year-old Korneeva, who was
‘World No.1 junior last year, having won
Australian Open and French Open singles
titles, apart from making the semifinals of
‘Wimbledon, has already won three
women’s titles in the professional circuit.
Shrivalli matched her in every
department before Korneeva nosed
ahead, playing strong on the big points in
the climax. As luck would have it,
Korneeva fell ill and could not play the
quarterfinals.

“That is the way it goes. Korneeva had
to give a walkover, which was a loss for
the tournament as she is a rising star of
the WTA Tour. She had earned her spot in
the quarterfinals by beating Shrivalli”,
observed Vishaal.

There is no doubt that Shrivalli has
progressed tremendous, especially in
terms of self-belief which helps her play
best tennis in match situations. She enjoys
the competition and thrives under
pressure as it tunes her focus to a higher

degree. With conviction in her ability to
compete, Shrivalli no longer allows the
reputation of her oppenent or the
situation of the score to weigh down her
performance.

She is growing as a tennis player, and
definitely needs to work more on her
game and consistency.

“We have to work on and improve
every aspect of her game. Have to pay
attention to detail, her mentality,
physicality and tactical awareness”, said
Vishaal.

There will be three more tournaments
in a row in India, the $25,000 events in
Gurugram, Nagpur and Indore, providing
the chance for Shrivalli and the rest to
gain precious match experience and
improve their status on the WTA
computer, so as to play at a higher level.

“Shrivalli has to stay focused on her
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process and continue to develop her
mentality. The tournament in Gurugram
has a tough entry list. Having said that, if
she executes our plan well then Shrivalli
will be a very dangerous player in the
upcoming three tournaments in India”,
said Vishaal.

Itis not about Shrivalli alone, asitis a
bunch of Indian girls who are hunting the
big fish in the competitive ocean. Sahaja
Yamalapalli, Rutuja Bhosale, Zeel Desai,
Vaidehi Chaudhari and of course the
leader, Ankita Raina, are all capable of
winning against better ranked opponents
on their day.

Sahaja was outstanding in Mumbai in
beating the top seed Kayla Day of the USA
in the first round. She was two points
away from beating Polina Kudermetova in
the pre-quarterfinals before the Russian
stepped it up brilliantly to snuff the
challenge. Rutuja had lost a tough second
round in three sets against Katie Volynets
of USA.

“I'was very happy to see our girls
perform the way they did in Mumbai.
Two Indian girls beating two top 100
players in the same tournament was
unheard of. Also, they didn’t lose easy
matches. Every match was a tough loss
and our girls had chances to win. This
surely will give them and other Indian
girls a lot of belief”, pointed out Vishaal.

Considering their excellent fare, do the
Indian girls deserve more such big events
at home?

“I believe, for now, one WTA $125K
event is enough. We need to concentrate
more on hosting the $60K, $40K, $25K
and $15K tournaments as we have to focus
on the larger talent pool and give them
the opportunity to rise in the world as
well”, said Vishaal.

The vision
To his credit, Vishaal has also been
hosting some of the ITF women’s events
in the last few years, even when not many
were conducted in the country overall. He
will be hosting the next one at his
academy in Gurugram, and has plans to
keep the corporate world engaged in the
sport.

“Iam happy to do my bit to help out

| players. I am happier at the way the girls

are making use of the opportunities. That
is what is exciting about hosting these
tournaments. At the end of the day, it is to
benefit our players and for their
development”, said Vishaal.

In the back to back tournaments
hosted at his centre, Karman Kaur Thandi
and Sahaja Yamalapalli had won the
singles titles last year, despite the strong
presence of foreign players.

He feels that women's tennis needs
more tournaments at home, and the
players need to get funding, coaches,
physios for development.

“We need to make sure the
camaraderie between the players remains
good and they push each other to get
better in a positive manner”, he said.

Honoured

He did lose his captaincy of the national
women’s team rather unceremoniously
when the going was great, but Vishaal was
happy to have played his part well.

“I felt humbled and honoured to be the
captain. Idid my best and I am happy I
was able to lead the team to the World
Group play-off, especially being the first
captain to do so. I know I gave it my 100%
and that makes me happy. Also, knowing I
brought about positive changes and a
winning mentality in the team was
satisfying”, said Vishaal.

The experience of leading the women’s
team taught him a lot and helped him
understand women'’s tennis a lot better.

“It was about how to handle and work
with the players when the pressure was
on”, he recalled.

He does strongly feel that Indian
women’s tennis has good scope to
progress.

“Our team has a great mix of
experience and youth. I see them as a
tough team with a lot of potential to make
waves and progress. | see them having the
potential to once again reach the play-off
and challenge to go further ahead.
However, I do feel that they need strong
leadership and a support staff that works
hard with them and believes in their
potential”, he signed off.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
THE GIST

v

Vishaal runs a tennis academy,
the Tennis Project in Gurugram

v

The 22-year-old Shrivalli had
won her maiden singles title in
the $25,000 ITF women's event
in Bengaluru in November and
she was slowly realising her
potential

v

The experience of leading the
women’s team taught Vishaal a

lot and helped him understand
women'’s tennis a lot better
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SCIENCE

Does updating COVID-19 vaccines
frequently have any benefits?

The ‘match’ between the viral strain loaded in a vaccine and the strain circulating in the population influences a COVID-19 vaccine’s effectiveness. In

flu vaccines, with which COVID-19 vaccines share many similarities, effectiveness can vary by as much as 15% between a match and no match

Vipin M. Vashishtha

esearchers update the

composition of influenza

vaccines every six months to

match the strains of the virus
that are circulating in the wild, so that the
shots may provide protective immunity
against the flu. But despite their best
efforts, researchers rarely perfectly match
the strains loaded in the vaccine with the
strains circulating by the time the
vaccines reach the market.

The reason for this is the long gestation
period — usually at least six months —
between identifying the circulating strain
and the development, manufacturing,
and distribution of the vaccines. By the
time the updated flu vaccine is available,
the circulating strain may have drifted
from the one contained in the vaccine,
thanks to the high mutational rates of
influenza viruses.

The ‘match’ between strains included
in the vaccine and strains in circulation is
the most important factor controlling the
vaccine effectiveness (VE) of flu vaccines.
The VE increases by more than 25% when
there is a match with the circulating
strains but can be as low as 10% in
seasons when there is no match.

Another issue with flu vaccines is the
durability of protection. According to a
recent study, the VE declines by 7% for
H3N2 to 11% for HINI viruses per month,
and could vanish as soon as 90 days after
vaccination.

There are some striking similarities
between the influenza and COVID-19
vaccines. The VE of COVID-19 vaccines
varies according to the disease’s
progression as well as the circulating
strains. With the advent of the highly
mutated Omicron variant of SARS-CoV-2,
the VE of COVID-19 vaccines has
nose-dived.

According to one large study, COVID-19
vaccines had a VE of 52.8% against the
Delta variant but only 16.4% against the
Omicron. Another large review — of the
findings of 78 studies on the VE of four
COVID-19 vaccines before the advent of
Omicron — concluded that VE against
symptomatic disease waned by 20-30% by
the sixth month of the primary series.

Thus, researchers worldwide rushed to
revise COVID-19 vaccines that contained
the ancestral strain to match the
circulating strain of SARS-CoV-2, and thus
remain clinically relevant.

In early 2023, a highly mutated
sub-lineage of the Omicron variant,
XBB.L5, emerged. It was antigenically as
distant from the ancestral strain of
SARS-CoV-2 as the latter was from the
SARS-CoV-1 virus. There were three
GOVID-19 vaccines available as booster
doses at this time: the monovalent
ancestral (OG) shot, a bivalent OG+BA.1
shot, and a bivalent OG+BA.5 booster.
However, as stated above, none of the
vaccines (including mRNA vaccines) were
found to be efficacious against infections
of this hypermutated variant.

Subsequently, the vaccine was updated
in mid-2023 to include the antigens of the
XBB.L.5 strain. But by the time the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
approved and recommended the updated
monovalent vaccine as a booster, another
new lineage of Omicron, JN.1, had
emerged with more than 30 mutations in
the spike protein and a high
immune-evasion potential. By January
2024, JN.1 had completely replaced
XBB.L.5 in the population.

A health worker prepares to administer a booster dose of Covishield at a government health centre in Hyderabad, December 2022, RAMAKRISHNA G./THE HINDU

The CDC estimated the updated
booster was around 50% efficacious
against symptomatic JN.1 infections but
some experts doubted this figure,

Merit in updating COVID-19 boosters
The matching problem raises a pertinent
question: Is it prudent to attempt
frequent updates?

One interesting study from Australia,
uploaded as a preprint paper on February
9, analysed this question in detail.
Researchers retrospectively analysed 18
studies that investigated the ability of the
0G, the OG+BA.1, and the OG+BA.5
boosters to neutralise the variant that
started circulating immediately after their
deployment. They found that updated
vaccines consistently improved
neutralising antibody titres by 40% or
more compared to non-updated vaccine
formulations.

Specifically, the researchers found that
relative to the OG antigens’ efficacy
against XBB.L5, the BA.1 update did a
better job and the BA.5 update did even
better. Based on these benefits in the
neutralisation titres, they predicted that
updating an existing vaccine should, on
average, induce a 1.52-times higher titre
against a future variant compared to
boosting with an older formulation. The
researchers also stated they expect a
11-25% increase in VE against symptomatic
disease and 23-33% against severe disease
caused by the future variant.

Insum, the study supports the case for
revising COVID-19 vaccines’ formulations
as often as possible.

However, there are some confounding
factors, including past exposure to
infections, inter-study variations of such
exposures, in vitro and in vivo differences,
and publication biases. The researchers
also clarified the benefits of the update

The effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines
varies according to the disease’s
progression as well as the strains. With
the advent of the Omicron variant the
VE of COVID-19 vaccines has dived

would depend on the ‘distance’ between
the antigens in the updated vaccine and
the future variant that eventually
circulates. Indeed, there is no guarantee
that a profoundly drifted variant with a
very high transmissibility and more
virulence won’t emerge in future, and
which would negate the advantage of
updating existing vaccines.

Further, the researchers only explored
one arm of the immune system: the
humoral immunity conferred by
antibodies. The other arm, cellular
immunity conferred by T-cells, wasn’t
considered. T-cells are like airbags: they
deploy on their own and become safer to
use with every accident (or exposure) that
engineers study. Antibodies are like
brakes. Our brain deploys them. They are
terrific when new but suffer wear over
time, and need to be updated.

Does India need an updated booster?
In India, the advent of Omicron (mainly
BA.2) in January 2022 and its resultant
mild disease rendered a much lower
uptake of COVID-19 vaccines.

For many Indians, the pandemic is
long past, notwithstanding a few surges in
2023, Currently, there is no Indian
vaccine with antigens matching the
currently dominant JN.1 strain or its
predecessor, XBB.1.5. Corbevax, the
vaccine made by Biological E, is currently

developing an XBB-based vaccine.

‘Whether Indians should be boosted
with an updated COVID-19 vaccine
depends on the objective. If it is to
prevent severe disease, hospitalisation,
and death, only three exposures —
through natural infection or vaccination —
will suffice to confer protection
irrespective of the antigenic makeup of
the circulating variant. (This protection is
provided by our T-cells.) This is the case
with most healthy, immunocompetent
individuals.

For the vulnerable sections of society,
like the elderly and those with
comorbidities and immunodeficiencies, it
is desirable to actively prevent an
infection. These individuals need an
updated booster. The vaccines based on
OG or older strains may not offer
meaningful protection owing to the
mismatch and other factors.

All available influenza vaccines are
being developed on conventional
egg-based or cell-culture platforms, which
is why updating them takes six months or
more. Many COVID-19 vaccines use the
mRNA platform whose main attraction is
the ease and speed with which they can
be modified. Unfortunately, updating
mRNA vaccines has also required four to
six months.

India also has a next-generation mRNA
vaccine called Gemcovac, developed
indigenously by Gennova Lab and based
on the old Omicron variant. It can also be
updated to use a contemporaneous
variant, but that depends on the need and
the will of the national recommending
authority as much as the still-evolving
SARS-CoV-2 virus.

(Vipin M. Vashishtha is past national
convener, IAP Committee on Immunisation,
and director, Mangla Hospital & Research
Center, Bijnor.)

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

ENIAC: the first programmable, digital computer

Vasudevan Mukunth check whether a

weapon would work. It determined that
A a scheme proposed by Edward Teller
QUESTION 1 wouldn’t, so Teller and Stanistaw Ulam

ENIAC was the world’s first
programmable, electronic, digital
computer. It was dedicated to the
University of Pennsylvania on February
15, 1946. What does ENIAC stand for?
| N

QUESTION 2
During the Second World War, the
University’s Moore School of Engineering
hired more than 200 women as

Six of them were assigned to
program ENIAC to perform calculations
that would determine the trajectories of
ballistic missiles. Fill in the blank.

QUESTION 3
The first program ENIAC ran, through

c™M
K

came up with the popular staged
design. Fill in the blank.
[

QUESTION 4

ENIAC's work on the answer to Q3
inspired Ulam and John von Neumann
to use the computer to calculate the
distances neutrons can travel through
different materials using X methods.
This problem had previously required
large groups of people to perform a
large number of calculations, and the
computer’s success with these methods
was pivotal to establishing X’s

A usefulness in science. Name X.

[N

QUESTION 5

At least five programming languages
December 1945 and January 1946, was to  yere designed to run problems on

Diamond

Mondal

ENIAC. Name the programmer who built
the fourth, called ARC Assembly. Among
other achievements, she coauthored the
book ‘Coding for A.R.C with her husband; |
the book contained the world's first
assembly code.

Answers to February 13 quiz:

1. What CfA scientists said V886 Centauri
could be the universe’s largest of - Ans:

2. CfA scientists’ nickname for the core of
V886 Centauri - Ans: Lucy

3. Name for stars made of electron
degenerate matter; subtype to which
/886 Centauri belongs - Ans: White
dwarf; ZZ Ceti

4. Branch of science that studies how
stellar bodies oscillate - Ans:
Astroseismology

5. Largest counterpart of V886 Centauri
on the earth - Ans: Cullinan diamond &
Visual: Body-centred cubic

First contact: P.N. Moorthy | Shamim

Please send in your answers to
science@thehindu.co.in
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The horseshoe crab has remained unchanged for
over 450 million years. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Scientists
seek more
protections
for living
fossil’

Reuters

Environmental groups on Monday
petitioned the U.S. government seeking
endangered species protection for the
American horseshoe crab, a “living fossil”
under threat from commercial harvests
for bait and biomedical use as well as
from habitat loss and climate change.

These spine-tailed sea creatures,
named for the shape of their body shells,
were once a familiar sight to summer
beachgoers along the U.S. mid-Atlantic
and Gulf Coasts.

But populations have crashed in recent
decades, with spawning numbers down
two-thirds from 1990 in the Delaware Bay
estuary that was once their biggest
stronghold, according to conservation
groups. Research also shows their egg
densities falling more than 80% in the
past four decades.

‘Those trends are tied to stress on other
marine species that feed on their larvae
and eggs, including the rufa red knot, a
migratory shorebird whose own 2014
threatened-species listing cited horseshoe
crab harvests as a contributing factor.

Classified not as true crabs but as
marine arthropods more closely related
to spiders and scorpions, horseshoe crabs
are among the oldest living creatures on
the earth, with fossils of their ancestors

Pharmaceutical companies reap
horseshoe crabs in large number
for their blue-coloured blood,
which contains a clotting agent
used to test drugs and medical

devices for bacterial endotoxins

dating back some 450 million years.

“We’re wiping out one of the world’s
oldest and toughest creatures,” said Will
Harlan, a senior scientist at the Center for
Biological Diversity, one of 23 groups
petitioning the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for
the endangered species declaration.

Such a listing would generally make it
unlawful to harm or kill a horseshoe crab
without a special permit. The petition also
seeks designation of “critical habitat” to
be protected, especially during spawning
season.

The petition cites numerous threats to
the American horseshoe crab, one of four
living species of the animal, stemming
from human activities.

Pharmaceutical companies reap
horseshoe crabs in large numbers —
nearly 1 million in 2022 — for their
blue-coloured blood, which contains a
clotting agent used to test drugs and
medical devices for bacterial endotoxins,
the petition said.

ions allow the bi dical

Visual: In a landmark 1973 case, a district court in the U.S. invalidated the 1964
patent for ENIAC and ruled thatits design was derived from the device shown

above. Name the device. MANOP

industry to extract only a portion of a
horseshoe crab’s blood and then release it
alive in the area it was collected, though
10-15% of harvested animals die during
this process, NOAA says on its website.

The creatures also face growing habitat
loss from oceanfront development,
dredging, pollution, coastal erosion and
sea-level rise linked to global warming
from increased greenhouse gas emissions.

Mass die-offs have been observed in
the past three years, with NOAA in 2023
ranking the horseshoe crab’s overall
wvulnerability to climate change as “very
high,” the petition said.
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