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‘Khalistani’

slur: IPS

officer hits back at
Bengal BJP leaders,

says keep faith out

Police blame Leader of Opp; he says
prove BJP said it or face legal action

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, FEBRUARY 20

UPSET OVER a “Khalistani” slur
hurled at him, a Sikh IPS officer hit
backat a group of protesting West
Bengal BJP leaders and workers,
who were being led by Leader of
Opposition Suvendu Adhikari,
asking them not to typecast peo-
ple and leave his faith alone.

The incident, which snow-
balled into a new confrontation
between the BJP and the ruling
Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal, took place Monday
when a police contingent
stopped BJP leaders and workers
from visiting Sandeshkhali, at
the centre of a political storm, at
Dhamakhali in North 24
Parganas district.

Astherow escalated Tuesday,
with Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee targeting the BJP, the
West Bengal Police released a
statement on X, saying it was
“outraged to share this video,

Indian team
flies to London
toseal FTA
before poll
code kicks in

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

AN INDIAN delegation headed
by Commerce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal left for London
Tuesday in a final effort to seal
the India-UK free trade agree-
ment (FTA) before the dates for
the 2024 general elections are
announced.

This comes four days after
the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) reviewed the progress of
the India-UK FTA talks being ne-
gotiated for the last two years.

The visitis crucial as dates for
the general elections are ex-
pected to be announced in less
than a month, triggering the
Model Code of Conduct (MCC)
which will restrict the Union
government’s ability to an-
nounce the deal.

Efforts to close the deal this
month also assumes significance
because the UK s also headed to
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Avideo grab of 2016-batch
IPS officer Jaspreet Singh
during the BJP protest

SANDESHKHALI: HC
PULLS UP BENGAL
POLICE FOR NOT
NABBING SHEIKH p11

where one of our own officers
was called ‘Khalistani’ by the
state’s Leader of the Opposition”.
It said “stern legal action” was be-
ing initiated in the matter.

The BJP rejected the allega-
tion, with Adhikari saying no one
in the party used the word

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

JANUARY 30 CHANDIGARH MAYORAL POLLS

SC quashes Mayor poll
results, rules in favour
of Cong-AAP candidate

AAP-Cong gets post but
BJP has numbers to rock

Kejriwal thanks
SC, says verdict is
first INDIAwin

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

THE SUPREME Court Tuesday
quashed and set aside the result
of the January 30 mayoral polls
for the Chandigarh Municipal
Corporation in which the presid-
ing officer had named BJP’s
Manoj Sonkar as the winner, and
instead declared Kuldeep Kumar,
the AAP-Congress coalition can-
didate, as the validly elected can-
didate. It also issued a show
cause notice to Anil Masih, the
presiding officer, on why steps
should not be initiated against
him under Section 340 of the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

HINAROHTAKI
CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 20

WHILE THE Aam Aadmi Party
and Congress won a moral and
legal victory Tuesday, wresting
the post of Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation Mayor,
they face a long road ahead.

By the time
the  Supreme
Court held the
January 30 elec-
tion that instated
a BJP Mayor as in-
valid, the BJP had managed to
win three AAP councillors to its
side. This means thatin the gen-
eral house of the civic body, the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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J&K gets its first electric train, PM
says UT is on development track

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, FEBRUARY 20

LAUNCHING THE Union Terri-
tory’s first electric train Tuesday;,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said his government removed
Article 370 because it was the
biggest hurdle in the making of a
new Jammu and Kashmir which
is “now making progress towards
balanced development”.

Addressing a large public
rally at the M A Stadium, Modi
said, “Look at the power of 370.
Because (Article) 370 is gone, |
have asked people of the coun-
try to give 370 seats to BJP (in the
Lok Sabha elections) and over
400 seats to the NDA.”

The Prime Minister, who laid
foundation stones and inaugu-
rated multiple projects worth
over Rs 32,000 crore including

J&K’s first electric train was
flagged off by the Prime
Minister, Tuesday. P11

the Banihal-Khari-Sumber-San-
galdan 48-km rail line, bringing
Kashmir closer to the Indian

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Smiles are back: Officials promise
land to hockey star to build house

MIHIRVASAVDA
ROURKELA, FEBRUARY 20

THE SMILES do not leave the
faces of India’s hockey striker
Jyoti Chhetri, her parents and
brother. Along with joy, there’s
an overwhelming sense of relief.

On the day The Indian Express
reported that Jyoti, who was part

1 Imdisn Hockey eam's lvoti dacdes crowd,
bopees e v mexd dinor tsn't demioished

=W

The Indian Express report
published on Tuesday

of the national team participating
in the FIH League here, has been

fighting to avert demolition of her
house in Panposh, Rourkela, local
government officials Tuesday vis-
ited the family and assured them
of help. Taking a sympathetic view
of the situation, the officials prom-
ised them a plot of land where
they can build anew house.
Separately, the Odisha gov-
ernment announced a cash prize
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Love that makes bitter gourd sweet: As
kids fight cancer, 21 parents share recipes

PAGE1
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RUPSA CHAKRABORTY
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 20

THREE-YEAR-OLD Shreyan Ghosh
has a serious sweet tooth, but the
Bangladesh-based boy’s sugarin-
take is restricted due to his ongo-
ing battle with blood cancer in
Chennai. Thanks to his ingenious
mother Durgarani Ghosh, 19, bit-

Durgarani Ghosh (left) and Supriya Shinde were among the
contributors to the book Happy Healthy Meals

Epﬂper..ne'ss.cnm

ter gourd currently takes care of
all his sweet cravings.

Durgarani successfully trans-
formed the universally disliked
gourd into a sweet treat by com-
bining Bangladeshi and South
Indian recipes. At Chennai-based
Apollo Hospital for her son’s
treatment, she says, “Since
Shreyan enjoys sweets, I coated
bitter gourd with jaggery. He
eats it without complaints. The
recipe takes care of both his
sugar cravings and nutrition.”

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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TOTAL QUOTAIN STATE NOW 72%

Maharashtra clears
10% Maratha quota,
Shinde says it will

survive the test of law

Many states have gone beyond 50%
limit, won’t affect quota of others: CM

ALOK DESHPANDE
& VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 20

THE MAHARASHTRA Assembly
Tuesday unanimously passed a
Bill granting 10 per cent reserva-
tion in education and jobs to the
Maratha community.

Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
presented the Maharashtra State
Reservation for Socially and
Educationally Backward Classes
Bill 2024, drafted on the basis of
a Maharashtra State Backward
Class Commission report that
identified the Marathas as so-
cially and educationally back-
ward.

The principle of creamy layer
will be applicable and reserva-
tion under this Act will be avail-
able only to those in the Socially

Celebrations break out after
Assembly passed the quota
Bill for Marathas. Deepak joshi

WHY NEW LAW IS
UNLIKE 2 PREVIOUS

BIDS TO GIVE QUOTA
PAGE 8

The report submitted to the
government last week by com-
mission chairman Justice (re-
tired) Sunil Shukre said “excep-

Tractors of farmers at the
Punjab-Haryana Shambhu
border, Tuesday. P11

Punjab farmers
march today,
Govt calls for
peace, talks

KANCHAN VASDEV
& JAGPREET SINGH
CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 20

HARYANA AND Delhi braced for
the march Wednesday by
Punjab farmers seeking a mini-
mum support price (MSP) guar-
antee. As farmer tractor trolley
numbers swelled at the Punjab-
Haryana border points despite
the High Court pointing out that
tractor trolleys are not allowed
on highways, the Haryana police
urged their Punjab counterparts
to seize heavy earthmoving ma-
chinery at the inter-state border
and stop women, children and

Jeevan

UTSAV

.
N

—— LT

Plan No.: 871

UIN: 512ZN363V01

=

W,

Whole Life Insurance with flexibility to choose benefits

e Limited Premium Paying term 5 to 16 years

e Guaranteed Additions during Premium Paying term

e Regular Income Benefit / Flexi Income Benefit

e Minimum Basic Sum Assured 5 lacs

A MON - LINKED, NON - PARTECIPATING, INDIVIDUAL, SAVINGS, WHOLE LIFE INSURAMNCE PLAN

Draiwrilnad CE ;=5
LI Mobile App QL]

Followus: £ »
FIOLS PHOME

AFE OF 5P A .
pire bl ane moeeded B ladge a

™ ) Call Centre Services
ﬁ Wisit: licindiain Qoe  (022) 6227 6827

For details, contact your Agent/Nearest LIC Branch or SM5 YOUR CITY NAME to 56767474

8976862030 £

is CBUghT, Ut t0 and Educationally Backward tional circumstances and journalists at least a kilometre
U=turning, Ledder. Classes who are not in the extraordinary situations exist” from the border.
creamy layer category. CONTINUEDONPAGE 10 CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
[ Lcs WL

GUARANTEED
REASON FOR
CELEBRATION

LICYP 17202324/ 3'Eng

LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDLA

¥ @ LIC India Forever | IRDAI Regn No.: 512

Har Pal Aapke Saath

i ALl | FRALIDAH FDOA 5 nofl imephved in acivises lke SERNG IELRANCE  PORDES, ANNOUNONG borus oF imestment of prembams. Publc OEMNG SN
polis  ewnplain,  For omore  detailk on ik faclors, deems and  condiions, please read  sales  brodhire  cseelully before  conduding & sale



THE SECOND PAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21,2024

e Hockey star

of Rs 12.5 lakh for Jyoti and other
players from the state who won
laurels at the recently concluded
Hockey 5s World Cup, Asian
Games and Asian Champions
Trophy.

“Today morning, some people
from the tehsildar office came,
took my and my father’s Aadhaar
cards and told us that the govern-
ment will support us,” Jyoti told
The Indian Express.“They asked us
if we would be able to build a
home if they provided us with a
plot. Since my father is a mason,
he knows the craft and we have
agreed to it. Hopefully, with my
hockey career, I'll be able to con-
tribute to the construction.”

While the district officials did
notrespond to calls, the state gov-
ernment, while announcing cash
rewards for Odisha players, saidin
a statement: “The awards recog-
nise their stellar performances
while representing India interna-
tionally and highlighting Odisha’s
rich legacy in the sport.”

The young forward and her
family were staring at an uncer-
tain future after they were served
a “notice” by the local authorities
to vacate the house to make way
for the widening of the road.

The house is located right
outside the main gate of the
Panposh Sports Hostel, where
Jyoti’s father Bhim Singh worked
first as a watchman and later in
the canteen.

It was at the same hostel -
which has produced many inter-
national players — where Jyoti first
picked up a hockey stick, follow-
ing the footsteps of her elder
brother Suraj.

Al _Congg etspost bm B]p hasnumberstomck A A

BJP now has 17 councillors, the
same as the AAP-Congress com-
bine (whose numbers are down
from 20 to 17). The BJP can addi-
tionally count on its Chandigarh
MP Kirron Kher, the ex-officio
member of the corporation, and
the sole Akali Dal councillor.

One of the immediate chal-
lenges before new Mayor Kuldeep
Kumar Tita will be surviving a
non-confidence motion in the
House, with numbers skewed
against him.

There is also a question mark
on the legality of the election of
BJP councillors Kuljeet Sandhu
and Rajinder Sharma as Senior

FROMPAGE ONE
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Mayor poll results: SC rules in favour of Cong-AAP

Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.

Athree-judge bench presided
by Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud perused the ballot
papers and said that the eight
ballots on which Masih had
made a marking, and were later
counted as invalid, were duly cast
in favour of Kuldeep Kumar.
Kumar had approached the
Supreme Court against the out-
come of the election.

Terming the verdict as a win
for the INDIA bloc, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said,
“We thank the Supreme Court for
the verdict at a time in this coun-
try whichis seeing dictatorship...
This is the first win for the INDIA
Alliance. Thanks to the verdict, we
have snatched victory from their
(the BJP's)jaws. Thisananswer for
all those people who feel that the
BJP cannot be defeated. It can be
defeated using strategy, with
planning and with hard work,”
Kejriwal said.

He also questioned BJP’s con-
fidence in the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls. “Just think, if they can
do all this to steal just 8 votes,
which are 25% of the total votes, in
such a small election, what can
they do when 90 crore votes are
cast? Where are they getting the
confidence that they will get 370
seats? This proves there's some-
thing behind the scenes...it has
been proven that these people
don't win elections, they steal
them,” said Kejriwal, who is also
the AAP convenor.

Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayor,
respectively, given that they were
picked unopposed after the AAP
and Congress boycotted the polls
over the disputed Mayor election.
Butevenifelectionsare held again
for the two posts — which seems
likely - the BJP is well-placed to
win them.

As per legal experts, to win a
no-confidence motion, Kuldeep
Kumar must get a majority of the
votes of the councillors in the
house, plus two-third of those
present and voting.

ABJPleader said the party was
confident of voting out Kuldeep
Kumar as the Congress-AAP al-

Setting aside the January 30
election results as “contrary to
law”, the bench — comprising
Justice ] B Pardiwala and Justice
Manoj Misra —however refused
to quash the entire electoral
process.

“We are of the considered
view that it would be inappropri-
ate to set aside the election
process in its entirety when the
only infirmity which has been
found is at the stage when the
counting of votes was recorded
by the presiding officer. Allowing
the entire election process to be
set aside would further com-
pound the destruction of funda-
mental democratic principles
which has taken place as a conse-
quence of the conduct of the pre-
siding officer.”

Accordingly, it said, “We are
of the considered view that in
such a case, this court is duty
bound, particularly in the context
of its jurisdiction under Article
142 of the Constitution to do
complete justice to ensure that
the process of electoral democ-
racy is not allowed to be
thwarted by such subterfuges.
Allowing such a state of affairs to
take place would be destructive
of the most valued principles on
which the entire edifice of
democracy in our country de-
pends. We are therefore of the
view that the court must step in
in such exceptional situations to
ensure that the basic mandate of
electoral democracy, albeit at the

liance remains fragile and is set to
come apart under seat-sharing
pressures of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. “The BJPalready has simple
majority in the House. If the al-
liance of the AAP and Congress
falls apart, Congress will definitely
try to bring down the Mayor, and
we will have the two-third num-
bers, evenifall the 10 AAP council-
lors vote for Kuldeep. So there are
several permutations and combi-
nations,” the leader said.

The BJP is also counting on
Kuldeep Kumar being hamstrung
due to a code of conduct for the
Lok Sabha polls kicking in soon,
leaving little in his powers beyond

local participatory level is pre-
served.”

Votes for Cong-AAP

candidate valid: SC

“Each of those 8 invalid votes
were in factvalidly castin favour of
the petitioner. Adding the 8 invalid
votes to the 12 votes which the
presiding officer recorded to have
been polled by the petitioner
would make his tally as 20 votes.
The respondent on the other hand
has polled 16 votes. We accord-
ingly order and direct that the re-
sult of the election as declared by
the presiding officer shall stand
quashed and set aside. The peti-
tioneris declared to be the validly
elected candidate for election as
Mayor of the Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation,” it said.

On Monday, Masih had told
the bench he had put the marks
on the ballot papers as they were
already defaced and he wanted to
avoid them getting mixed up with
the other ballots. Tuesday, he tried
to justify his stand, but the court
was not convinced.

Senior Advocate A M Singhvi
who appeared for Kumar, urged
the court toactand said “heis de-
fending it completely till the end
and should be open to the conse-
quences whatever the court may
want to visit him with”. He said
Masih “has the gall to do it on
video, to keep quiet, to come to
court and think he can get away
with it. And till yesterday, he was
misleadingall of us”.

holding house meetings. “So he
will be an ineffective Mayor, and

by the time of the polls, the
Congress-AAP alliance will also !

fall apart,” the BJP leader said.

As per a BJP councillor, evenif
this fissure does nothappennow, |
the Congress and AAP bonhomie
is bound to collapse after the Lok
Sabha elections. “In case the |
Congress performs badly, they
will never let this AAPMayor con-
- the officer will have to prove

tinue,” the councillor said.

Even without a no-confidence
motion being broughtin, Kuldeep
Kumar will have a hard time con-

trolling a House in which the BJP
- against him,” he said.

has majority.
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‘Presiding Officer
guilty, show cause’

The Supreme Court said it was
evident that Masih “is guilty of a
serious misdemeanour in doing
what he did in his role and capac-
ity as presiding officer”. “The pre-
siding officer has evidently put his
own mark on the bottom half of
the ballot for the purpose of cre-
ating a ground for treating the bal-
lot to have been invalidly cast. In
doing so, the presiding officer has
clearly acted beyond the terms of
his remit under the statutory reg-
ulations...,” it said.

Masih, who was the presiding
officer, had told the court on
Monday he had put the mark on
the ballot papers as they were al-
ready defaced, soas toavoid them
being mixed up with the other
ballots. Referring to this, the order
said, “In this court yesterday, the
presiding officer made a solemn
statement that he had done so be-
cause he had found that each of
the ballots was defaced. As already
recorded, itis evident that none of
the ballots have been defaced.”

“The conduct of the presiding
officer has tobe deprecated at two
levels. Firstly, by his conduct, he
has unlawfully altered the course
of the Mayoral election. Secondly;
making a solemn statement be-
fore this court on February 19,
2024, the presiding officer has ex-
pressed a patent falsehood for
which he must be held account-
able,” it said.

Appearing for BJP’s Sonkar,
Senior Advocate Maninder Singh
said the court should order a fresh
election but the bench declined to
do so. It said, the relevant regula-
tions “provides for three eventual-
ities... in which a ballot can be
treated as invalid: (1) when a
member has voted for more than
one candidate; or (2) where a
member places any mark on the
paper by which he may be iden-
tified; and (3)if the mark indicat-
ing the vote is placed on the bal-
lot paper in such a manner as to
make it doubtful for which candi-
date the vote has been cast”, and
added that none of these are met
in the instant case.

Directing that a show cause
notice be issued to Masih, it said,
“We are of the considered view
thatafitand proper case hasbeen
made out for invoking the juris-
diction of this court under section
340 of the code of criminal proce-
dure, 1973, in respect of the con-
duct of the Shri Anil Masih, pre-
siding officer... The Registrar
Judicial is accordingly directed to
issue a notice to Anil Masih, coun-
sellor with the Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation, who was
the presiding officer at the elec-
tion which took place on 30
January 2024 to show cause as to
why steps should not be initiated
against him under section 340 of
CrPC, 1973. The notice shall be
made returnable on... after three
weeks.” He would have an oppor-
tunity to respond to the notice.

| .‘Khahstam’slur IPS officer hits

back at Bengal BJP leaders

“Khalistani” and that they re-
spected the Sikh community.

Adhikari did not respond to
phone calls for comment on the
police tweet about the Leader of
Opposition using the “Khalistani”
word against the officer.

Earlier, Adhikari, responding
to South Bengal ADG Supratim
Sarkar’s remarks to the press, said

which BJP leader used the word.
“I will ask Supratim Sarkar to
prove it within 24 hours.
Otherwise, I will take legal action

A video of the incident
showed SSP (IB) Jaspreet Singh, a
2016-batchIPS officer, standing in
front of BJPleaders, including MLA
Agnimitra Paul, and responding
angrily after being called a
“Khalistani”.

Singh said, “I will take action
on this. Justbecauselamwearing
a turban, you assumed [ am a
Khalistani? You cannot say any-
thing about my religion. Has any-
body said anything about your re-
ligion? Then why did you
comment on my religion?”

“Nobody is making any com-
ments on religion, only you are
making. If any police personnel is
wearing a turban, are they as-
sumed to be Khalistani?...'m not
discussing your faith; don’t bring
up mine either. How dare you la-
bel me a Khalistani! Is this your
level?” Singh said.

Tagging avideo of theincident,
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee,
in a post on X, said, “Today, the
BJP's divisive politics has shame-
lessly overstepped constitutional
boundaries. As per @BJP4India
every person wearing a turban is
a Khalistani. I vehemently con-
demn this audacious attempt to
undermine the reputation of our
Sikh brothers &sisters, revered for
their sacrifices and unwavering
determination to our nation. We
stand firm in protecting Bengal's
social harmony and will take stern
lawful measures to prevent any
attempts to disruptit.”

Inthe evening, the policeinits
statement defended Singh. “His
‘fault’: heis both a proud Sikh,and
a capable police officer who was
trying to enforce the law.”

“This comment is as much
malicious and racial as it is com-
munally inciting. It is a criminal
act. We unequivocally condemn
the unprovoked, unacceptable at-

tack on an individual’s religious
identity and beliefs aimed to in-
cite people to take to violence and
break the law. Stern legal actionis
being initiated,” police said.

Earlier, ADG Sarkar told a
press conference: “We are doing
our duty... Somebody is Muslim,
somebody is Sikh or from any
other religion. If anybody com-
ments on their religion then
they are trying to do divisive pol-
itics. This is not only con-
demnable but also a punishable
crime. It is unacceptable. We
will take appropriate legal ac-
tion against this.”

Adhikari, on his part, main-
tained: “We never do such things.
We do nationalist politics, oppose
Pakistanis and Khalistanis but we
never said such things to the offi-
cer.”

“The officer did this to catch
the Chief Minister's attention. He
did not tell the truth. Mamata
Banerjee used to do this type of
cheap politics. We respect Guru
Nanak and the Sikh community.
They had sacrificed during our
freedom movement. But our fight
against separatist groups will con-
tinue,” he told reporters.

Meanwhile, the incident also
drew criticism outside the state.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge posted: “Mr
Modi (Prime Minister Narendra
Modi), your only objective is to
spread disharmony, hatred and vi-
olence between religions, sects
and communities. Yourruleis the
“amrit kaal” of divisive politics!”

Targeting the BJP and its “cul-
tivation of hatred”, senior
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
said: “The country is with IPS
Jaspreet Singh.”

The Shiromani Gurdwara
Prabandhak Committee (SGPC)
also condemned the incident.

Ina post on X, SGPC president
Harjinder Singh Dhami said, “The
intentional character assassina-
tion of a Sikh IPS officer S Jaspreet
Singh by the BJP leaders in West
Bengal is highly condemnable.
Leaders who have such thinking
in the country should never for-
get that Sikhs have made the most
sacrifices for the freedom and pro-
tection of the country. Sikhs donot
need to get a certificate from any-
one, rather they know how to per-
form services for the nationinac-
cordance with their traditionsand
customs.”

o J&K gets its first electric train

Railways network, and the Delhi-
Amritsar-Katra expressway, said
J&Kwas moving forward with the
pledge of becoming “viksit” (de-
veloped), leaving behind its days
of despair and separatism. These
projects, he said, will boost edu-
cation, skills, jobs, health, indus-
try and connectivity.

Without namingany party, he
took a swipe at the National
Conference and PDP, saying
Jammu and Kashmir had been “a
victim of dynastic politics for
many generations” where “the
welfare of the people was com-
pletely neglected and the youth
incurred huge losses”.

“Such dynastic governments
barely prioritise making policies
for the youth because those think-
ing about the welfare of theirown
families will never spare a thought
for the common citizens,” he said,
adding that dynastic politics in the
Union Territory is now coming to
anend.

Muzaffar Hussain Baig, former
Deputy Chief Minister of the erst-
while J&K State and one of the
founding members of the PDP,
was among those present at the
rally. Baig said he had come to lis-
ten to the Prime Minister.

Referring to the government's
focus on the poor, farmers, youth
and Nari Shakti (women empow-
erment) for a “viksit” J&K, Modi
said it is fast becoming a major
hub of education and skill devel-
opment. Herecalled having given

a guarantee in 2013 at the same
venue about creating an IIT and
[IMin Jammu and Kashmir. “That
guarantee is being fulfilled today,”
he said, adding thatis why people
say “Modi’s guarantee means ful-
filment of that guarantee”.

While the IIT Jammu was es-
tablished on August 6, 2016, the
Prime Minister inaugurated the
[IM Jammu Tuesday.

Listing the educational infra-
structure projects, he said ad-
vancement of education and skill
development sectors on such a
scalewas adistantreality 10 years
ago. “But this is a new India,” he
said, highlighting the government
expenditure on modern educa-
tion for the present and future
generations.

He said nobody will be left be-
hind and those who felt neglected
for decades can now feel the pres-
ence of an effective government.
He said a new wave has emerged
in the country that shuns the “pol-
itics of dynasty and appease-
ment”.

“The youth of Jammu and
Kashmir are blowing the bigul
(trumpet) of development and
moving forward to create their fu-
ture,” Modi said, mentioning “a
positive change inatmosphere” in
the Union Territory.

The “mantra of Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas and
Sabka Prayas is the foundation of
the development of Jammu and
Kashmir,” he said.

e FTA: Indian team flies to London

elections by the end of the year.
Hectic parleys have been going
on — a UK delegation visited
India in January.

“The signing of the India-UK
FTA is still possible and the
Commerce Secretary and other
negotiators are headed for the
UK. If substantial conclusion of
the FTA is done, it can be an-
nounced and there are unlikely
to be any amendments as the
NDA government is expected to
come back to power again,” a
government official said.

Earlier, The Indian Express,
quoting a UK official, had re-
ported that the deal can be
signed in the next three weeks
and that India needs to open up

more as it is a high tariff coun-
try and the UK already is very
open.

The India-UK FTA will uld be
the first full fledged FTA with a
developed country which could
accrue significant benefits in the
service sector and several labour
intensive sectors such as textile
and leather industry.

It is crucial for New Delhi to
sign the free trade agreement as
it has passed on regional trade
agreements such as the China
led-Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP)
and has also not decided to join
the US led-Indo-Pacific Eco-
nomic Framework for Prosperity
(IPEF’s) trade pillar.

e Punjab farmers march today

Sarvan Singh Pandher, gen-
eral secretary of Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Committee and one
of the farm leaders who partici-
pated in talks with Union
Ministers, demanded that the
Prime Minister call a special ses-
sion of Parliament to bring an
MSP guarantee legislation.

“The Centre can also an-
nounce the waiver of debts. They
can take the figure from the banks.
Amechanismonhow it should be
rolled out can be worked out
later,” Pandher said.

Meanwhile, Union Agriculture
Minister Arjun Munda appealed
to the farmers to maintain peace.

“I'would appeal to the farm-
ers and the farmer organisations
which are connected with this
(protest) to maintain peace. We
have to take it forward from dis-
cussion to solutions... We must
keep discussing this issue... We
all want peace... and we should
together find a solution for this
issue. We tried to hold the discus-
sion... and several proposals
were also discussed. We have
come to know that they (farm-
ers) are not satisfied with the
proposals. But this discussion
should continue and we must
find a solution to it peacefully,”
Munda was quoted saying by
news agency ANI.

Gurdeep Singh Chahal, a
spokesperson for Bhartiya Kisan
Union (Ekta-Sidhupur), said farm-
ers would move with their trac-
tors and trolleys.

He said the gathering of farm-
ers at the Shambhu and Khanauri
border points had grown. Pandher
and BKU (Sidhupur) leader Jagjit
Singh Dallewal, Chahal said,
would lead the protest at
Shambhu Wednesday.

A Punjab Raj Bhavan state-

ment said Governor Banwarilal
Purohit had postponed his visit to
the border areas. He was to go to
the border districts of Pathankot,
Gurdaspur, Amritsar, Tarn Taran,
Ferozepur and Fazilka.

In the Punjab and Haryana
High Court, while hearing PILs on
the ‘Dilli Chalo’ protest march,
Acting Chief Justice G S
Sandhawalia said, “How can you
gofrom Amiritsar to Delhiina trac-
tor trolley?... If you want to go to
Delhi, you may go by bus.”

The division bench of Acting
Chief Justice Sandhawalia and
Justice Lapita Banerji was hearing
two PILs - one seeking directions
to stay all obstructive actions by
the governments of Haryana,
Punjab and the Union govern-
ment against the farmers’ protest;
and the second seeking action
against the agitating farmers.

In its affidavit, the State of
Haryana said it will take all possi-
ble steps against violators of law
and ensure that protesters do not
blockimportantroads and places
in the state.

The Punjab government, inits
affidavit, stated that all
Commissioners of Police and
Senior Superintendents of Police
have been directed to ensure that
no JCB machine or any other
heavy machinery is allowed to
move towards districts Patialaand
Sangrur.

The Punjab affidavit said that
asof February 19, the gathering at
Shambhu border, District Patiala,
wasaround 13000/13500 people
during day time and 11000/11500
during night time.

The gathering at Khanauri
border, District Sangrur, was
around 4500/4600 during day
time and 3700/3900 during night
time, it stated.

e As children fight cancer, 21 parents share food recipes

To ease challenges faced by
caregivers whose children are suf-
fering from cancer, 21 parentslike
Durgarani were brought together
by an NGO from across India to
share as many tasty but simple
and nutritious vegetarian recipes,
including raw mango parathas
and black gram laddus, that their
immunocompromised children
enjoy eating,

All recipes in the 38-page
book, titled Happy Healthy Meals
and curated by NGO St Jude India
ChildCare Centres, are packed
withvitamins and antioxidants to
help boost a child’s immunity for
better illness resistance and
quicker recovery from infections.
The book can be downloaded free
of cost from the NGO’s website.

Each recipe in the book starts

with photos of a child and a par-
ent, along with the story of how
or why the dish was created.

“This book showcases the re-
markable creativity of parents
navigating the stress of caring for
a child with cancer. These recipes
are both delicious and nutritious,”
says Dr Arpita Bhattacharyya, a
senior consultant in the
Department of Paediatric
Haematology and Oncology at
Kolkata-based Tata Medical
Center.

Like Durgarani, Solapur resi-
dent Supriya Shinde, 34, trans-
formed yet another commonly
disliked food — dalia (porridge) —
into a sweet and delicious halwa
for her daughter Dnyaneshwari
Shinde, 8, who is undergoing
treatment for cancer at Mumbai-

based Tata Memorial Hospital.

“The dalia, jaggery and dry
fruits make this recipe extremely
nutritious for my daughter,” says
Supriya.

Onwhy it'simportant for can-
cer patients to eat home-made
food during treatment, Dr
Shripad Banavali, director,
Academics, Tata Memorial
Centre, said, “Avoiding outside
food — with its unknown ingre-
dients and potential contami-
nants — helps minimise the risk
of infections and supports a
child’s delicate immune system.
Additionally, limiting sugar intake
is vital since cancer cells often rely
on glucose for their growth.”

Children undergoing
chemotherapy and radiotherapy
as part of their cancer treatment

often suffer from loss of appetite,
nausea, vomiting, mouth ulcers,
pain, diarrhoea, constipation and
abdominal pain. These conditions,
individually or combined, often
result in poor oral intake and
weightloss. Since weakened chil-
dren struggle with chemotherapy;,
increasing the likelihood of severe
side effects, nutrition plays a crit-
ical role in their healing journey.

Anil Nair, CEO of St Jude India
ChildCare Centres, says, “A nu-
tritious diet is crucial for heal-
ing, recovery and bolstering the
immune system. Recognising
the challenge of feeding weak-
ened children, parents cus-
tomise meals to entice them.
Beyond nourishment, food
helps uplift the mood and expe-
dites recovery.”
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ITT-D postpones exams after MTech student suicide

New Delhi: The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi has post-
poned the mid-semester exami-
nations, which was scheduled
from February 21 to 24, in view of
the recent suicide case of MTech
student Varad Sanjay Nerkar. The
exams will now be conducted
from February 26 to 29.

An email from the college au-
thority to students on Tuesday
read: “Dear fellow IITians, Varad
Sanjay Nerkar’s suicide has left all
of usindeep anguish. This trauma
has particularly affected students
preparing for their mid-semester
exams... 5o, after discussions with
all the student representatives

and with their consensus today;,
the mid-semester exams sched-
uled from Wednesday (February
21) to Saturday have been
rescheduled to Monday
(February 26) to Thursday. No
classes orlabs should be planned
for the rest of this week.”
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Row over morning assembly at St Stephen’s

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

HOURS AFTER an uproar over St
Stephen’s College allegedly sus-
pending about 100 first-year stu-
dents “for not attending the
morning assembly”, and debar-
ring them from sitting in the up-
coming examinations, the college
principal Tuesday apologised to
the students for a "miscommuni-
cation" on the issue.

The controversy was sparked
by anemail sent by the principal's
office to the students regarding
the alleged action, following
which the students and teachers
wrote to Principal John Varghese,
urging him toimmediately with-
draw the order.

The email sent from the prin-
cipal’s office to the students and
parents concerned on February 17,
read: “Thisis to bring toyour kind

notice that there was a prior re-
quest for you to meet with the
Principal regarding low atten-
dance in the morning assembly.
Unfortunately, we noted that you
were unable to report to the
Principal’s office as requested.
Regrettably, due to non-compli-
ance with this request, I inform
you that students will not be per-
mitted to sit for the upcoming ex-
ams as a consequence of suspen-
sion.”

Clarifying this on Tuesday
evening, Varghese sent another
email to the students and parents,
whichread: “It was a miscommu-
nication...incorrectly worded. My
sincere apologies for that. Even I
was not cc’ed on that email, a
practice whichis usually followed
whenlinstruct my office to com-
municate, in written mode, on my
behalf. Let me, therefore, set the
matter right through thisemail...”

“Every college has its unique

After controversy over
students being allegedly
suspended, the college
principal issued a
clarification on Tuesday.

set of practices and traditions,and
St Stephen’s College is no differ-
ent. The morning assembly is an
old tradition of the college. It is
NOT a religious event, even
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PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJNA
Himachal Pradesh Public Works Department

Address:-Mail id- hp-shi4@nic.in , hp-nah@nic.in
Phone No. 01702-222826

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

On the basis of e-procurement notice issued by Chiel Engineer , Shimla Zone HPPWD Shimla vide his
letter number  the Chief Engineer , Shimla Zone HPPWD Shimia on behalf of Govemor of Himachal
Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids, in electronic tendering system, for construction of roads under New
Technology “Full Depth Reclamation / In-situ Stabilization with Cement and Additive™ under Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana-lll for each of the following three Packages of works including their maintenance for five
years from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with HP PWD, in the appropriate class (A)
or equivalent category in CPWD/ MES/ Railways and other Etma Govt. and i:am:mi Gnﬂ. Ihparunanu
Non-registered bidders may Eﬂbﬂllt‘hiliﬁ._ﬂ_'ﬂﬂiﬂ!._thﬁ_i coess Ik

fi
: istrict ackage Mo Name of Road Parod of
Mo complation
inchuding rainy
SEas0n

Total Cost| Bid

excluding | Securily in

GST(Rs. | lakh
Lakh) |

Estimated Cost
Excluding GST{Rs in
Lakh)

Government of Himachal Pradesh
Fubilic Works Depariment
e=-PFROCUREMENT NOTICE
IMYITIMNG FOME BIDYS (IFR
The Execubive Engincer, Chenab Valley Division HE. PWID, Udmtpur on behali’ of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

mvites the pnline hds on items e/ Percentage Rate, m electronic tendering svstem, in 2 cover Svstemn for the under
mentioned work Trom the eligible and approvied contractors/Firm registered with HEPWD, Department
Bir, Nams of wark | Mame of | Estimated Ikid Costal | Fefsfal |
No. Divislon | cost of the | Security | Documsnt | Comphetios
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2 EL-I'T]HI lH..II.l!l nr ﬂ.ﬂ'l‘hlﬁidLﬂ': Bid. 3, 0T ¥4
a | Deadline for submission of Bid. 28.02.2024
4 Deadline for phyaical submission of Bid: Z8.02.2024,
17.00 P.M
B Date of opening of Bid | 29022024,
1030 AM

Bidders documents can be downlosded from the website hitp:hptenders.zov.in. The documents downloaded from the
site should not be tempered, and it any such tempering 15 detected before or afier the opening of bads, the bidder shall
be penalized and black hsted
Other terms and condition shall remain same as given m CPWD Manual 2009 and as per the d document,
Terms & Conditions:-
Scanned copy of Registration/Enlistment with FLE.P.W.IDL Depit.
Scanned copy of PAN/TIN & Income Tax clearance certificate .
Scanned copy of work done certificate of similar natore of work.
Scanned copy of Earnest Money and Cosi of Form,
Scanned copy of Affidavit regarding genuinencss and correciness of document attached. Oiher terms and con-
dition as referred in bid documenis.
il
Executive Engineer,
Chenab Valley Division,
HP.PWD, Udaipur.

GIS3HP For and an behall of the Governor of L.
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2. Date of release of invitation for Bids through e-procurement: 21" Feb, 2024 at 10.30 AM

3 Cost of Bld Document/Form: Rs, 5000.00 (non-refundable), To be deposited in the account of PMGSY e-tender
onling Account= through PMGSY a-lender poral through lntemel Banking only, Al concemed plaase note thal
the bidding process will not move omward if the Bid Document's Cost (Tender Fea) is not pald through PMGSY
e-tender portal by Internat Banking,

4. Bid Security (EMD): Bidts musi ba accompanied with sacurity of the amount spaciflied for the work in the table a8 per
cobumn 10. Bid security will be deposited in the account of PMGSY _e-tender onling Account- through PMGSY g
tender portal through Internet Banking only. ANl concerned please note that the bidding process will not move
enward If the Bid Security (EMD) Is not pald through PMGSY e-tender portal by Intemat Banking, Mo other form
of bid sacurity will be accapted.

§.  Awvallability of Bld Documant and mode of submission. Tha bid document |8 avallable online and bsd should ba
submitted online on wabsite www.pmgaytanders gov.in. The bidder would be required to register in the webaite which
is fred of cost, For subméssion of bids, the bidder I8 required o have valid Digital Signature Certificats (DSC) from ong
of the authonzed Cartifying Authorities (CAL “Aspiring bedders who have nol obtainad the user ID and password for
participating in e-tendering In PMGSY may oblain the sama from the website: hittps:/pmgsytendershp.goy.in

Digital signature s mandaiory to participate in the e-lendering,. Bidders already possessing the valld digital signature issued
from authorized CAs can use the sama in this lender,

6. SBubmission of Original Documants: The bidders are requined to submil the following documeant at the fime of signing
of contract Band in the office of the Superintending Enginear 12" Circla HPPWD Nahan

(a) Affidavii regarding correciness of information fumighad with bid document as per-provisions of Clause 4 4(8) (a) (W) of
ITE with the office specified in the Bid Data Sheal,

(b} Self-attested bid id sheet genarated when the bid successfully submitied by the bidder

Original documents must match the scanned coples submitted along with the bids on line. In case. of any
discrepancy In this respect, It will be treated as miss-representation by the Bldder. Such Bidder shall be lable
to be debarred for participating in bids for five years.

7. Last Date/ Time for receipt of bids through e-tendering: 5° March 2024 at 11.00 Hours

Th site far the work |8 avallabla

Only onkne submission of blds s permitted, therefors; bids must be submitted onling on  wabsila

hitps:ipmasytendarshp.gov.in. The technical qualification part of tha beds will be opaned onling al 11,30 Hours on

5" March 2024 by the authorized officers. If the office happens o be closed on the date of opening of the bids as

spetiied, the bids will ba opaned anlireg an the nexl working day al the sama Lime.

10. The bidder is not required to quote his rate for routine maintenance, The rates o be paid for roulineg mainienance
{exchuding GET) are indicatad In the Bill of Quantities. GST will ba paid axira as applicabla. Further, the payment fior
routing maintenance to the contracior shall be regulated bazad on his performance of maintenance activities.

11. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a pericd not less than ninety days afier ihe deadliine daie for
bid submission

12. Bidders may bid for any one or more of the groups mentioned in the lables above.

13. Oiher defails can be seen in the bidding documents. The Employer shall not be held liable for any delays due io system
fallure beyond its condrol, Even though the system will attempt to naotify the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer
shall nod be kable for any informalion nod received by the biddar_ It is the bidders’ responsibilty 1o varily he weabsila for
the [atest information related to the lender.

14. Any bidder who is punished by amy Honourable cowr for criminal activity is not allowed to paricipabe in the bidding

process or involved in the organised crime or gangster activities or Mafia or Gunda or Anti-Social aclivities are sirictly

10|
32.64

HP 10280

£ | Semour HP 10285 18 Months | 2750.53 | 204.18 | 2954.72 28.10

HP 10285

|
-

oo 0o

prohibited (o participate in the bidding process. ﬁ ls established at any time that any bidder has criminal record, s
bid/Contract shall be automatically cancelled.
15, Any Bidder who is an Advocate and Registered with any Bar Council shall not be allowed o participate in the bidding.
it is esiablished that the Contractar is registerad with any bar council, his bid/Confract shall be automatically cancelied
16, Each Bidder is required ta quote his rale on-ling in the attached BOQ
17. The authorty can seek clarification on any issue parlaming to the bid at any stage of the bidding process and the bidder
shall furnish the {&qulraa n::IanfrwIJm '.l.dlhm ' uag.fs in l.-.-rillng
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{Arvind Kumar Sharma)
Superintending Engineer,
12th Circle HFFWD Mahan
Tel 01702-222826, Fax 01702-222581
E-mail hp-nah@nic.in
For Chief Engineer HPPWD Shimia

6137THP Nirman Bhawan. Migam Vihar Shimia -171002

Pl

Bharat Nirman through Rural Roads
Chiefl Engineer (Shimla Zone) HPPWD Nirman Bhawan Nigam Vihar
Shimla H.P., 171002
UNDER PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY-111)

MNotice Inviting Tender
1 Tha Supserintending Enginear, 11" Circle, HP.PWD., Rampur Bushahr District Shimla HP-172001 on baehall of Governor
of Himachal Pradesh nviles tha perceniage rate bids, in electronic tendering sysiem, for conatruction of roads under
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yoana =l of 2023-24 (Batch-1) for each of tha following works including their malnlenance
for five years from the aligible and approved conlractors registerad with CPWD, HPPWD, PAT, Railway and other State
Gowt. or Cantral Govt, Non-registerad bidders may submit bids, howaver, the succassful bedders must gl regsterad in
appropriale class with approprate authorithes belore signing the contract.

| Districi | Package Name of the work Estimated Cost Total Cost | Parlod of Bid
Mo, (Rs. Lakh) {Rs. Lakh} | Completl | Securily
on (Rs, Lakh)
(Incdays) | Th bid
pacirity s
Py
parcant of
tha fctal
e,
raurndisd 1o
s nismrast
S P - thousand
Construction| Maintonance
N (2 (3 {4) i5) {B) {7 [B)
[ AT (1] HP-06-355 | Up-gradation of Bnk | 71100067 5198650 TE2O961T T Lo 16.26
road from Ay o
Shilldool Km /000 bo
I — I I .
AT T HP-06-356 l.:ln-grﬂl:lﬂmn “of Luhei | 130580084 BEZA020 1402081 0 Sd0 28,04
Jaon road Kkm 11000
ta 271020
[ AT T HP-08- Up-gradation of | 88182245 T380280 103842575 540 20,70
35T Amarbag to Tandl
rmdd Km WOOD o
12280
L AT 1T HP-06-358 | Up-gradation of | 38012763 3005000 41017763 S40 820
Mamavati Karsd road
Km /000 to S/000
2 Date of releass of Invitation for Bids through e-procurameant: 22.02.2024

3. Cost of Bid Form: Rs. 5000/~ only per packags (non-refundable) onty in form of Damand Draft in favour of  Executive
Engimeer, Duler Saraj Division, HP.PWD, Nirmand.,

4. Avallabllity of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid document s avallable online and bid should be
submitied onfine on website wew pmgsyienders.goy.in. The bidder would be required to regisier in the wab-site which
is frée of cost. For submission of Dids, the bidder is required to have valid Digltal Signature Certificate (DSC) from one
of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). “Aspiring bidders who have nol obtained the user ID and password for
participating in e- tendering in PMGSY may oblain the same from the website: www,. pmasytanders.gov.in

Digital signature 5 mandatory o participate In the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the valld digital signature
issuad from suthorized CAS can use the same in This lendar

* Mon-registered bidders may submil bids; however, the successtul bidders must get registered in appropriate class with
appropriale authorities bafore signing the contract.

5. Submission of Original Documents: The bidders ane required to submit (a) original Demand Draft towards the cost of
bid document and (b) onginal bid secunty in approved form and (c) original affidavit regarding comrectness of
information fumished withbiddocumentasperprovisionsofClaused 4B(a)(ijof IT B with Superintending Engineer, 11*
Circle,, HP.PWD., Rampur Bushahr, on a date not later than three working days after the opening of technical
gualification pari of the Bid, either by registered post or by hand.

6. Last DateiTime for receipt of bids through e-tendering: 11.03.2024 up-to 1700 howrs.

7. The site for the work s available,

8. Only online submission of bids s permitied, therefore;
wwrw pmgsyienders gov.in . The technical qualification part of the bids will be opened online al 1100 hours on
12.03.2024 by the authorized officers. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bid az specified,
the bids will ba cpanad onling an the nast working day at tha same fima,

9. The bédder is not required fo quole his rate for routine maintenance. The rates to be paid for routine maintenance are
indicated in the Bl of Quantities. Further, the payment for routing maintenance to the contractor shall be regulated
basad on his parfformance of maintenance activities.

10.The bids. for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period nol less than ninety days after the deadline date for
bid submission,

11.Bidders may bid for any one or mora of the works mentioned in the Table abave. To qualify for a8 package of conlracts
made wp of this and other contracts for which bids are invited in the same NIT, the bidder must demonstrate having
exparience and resources suffichent 1o mesl the aggregate of the qualifying criteria for the indhvidual contracts,

12. Dther delais can be seen in the bidding documents. The Employer shall not ba held liable for any delays dua to
system fallure beyond ils control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the
Emplover shall nol be Eable fior any information not recenved by the bidder. It is the bidders' responsibility to verify the
wabsie for the latest information related to tha tender.

The undersigned has right o extend or cancel the bids withoul declaring any reasons thereof
Signature and Designation
af the authority imviting bids
for and on behalf of Governcr of H.P
Suparimending Engineer 117 Circle HPPWD.,
Rampur Bushahr Distt. Shimla (HP) Fas: 01T82-233167 Tel: 01782-233044

bids must be submilted online on  website

B135HF
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though small portions from sev-
eral religious and philosophical
texts are read out...Itis more of an
occasion when the college's jun-
ior members are encouraged to
listen to men and women of char-
acter, and experienced people
who share their wisdom and
knowledge..,” said Varghese.

“Inthe light of the misworded
email that was sent from my of-
fice, without my clearance, please
now note that there will be no sus-
pension with regard to atten-
dance for the morning assembly.
Parents are important stakehold-
ers in the broad-based, whole-
some education that the college
provides, and itisin this spirit that
parents were addressed in the in-
correctly worded email, with in-
advertentand serious errors... My
apologies for that,” he added.

The principal did not reply to
request for comment.

Earlier in the day, a first-year

BA Programme student, request-
ing anonymity, told The Indian
Express: “We were told earlier that
we would face repercussions for
notattending the moming assem-
bly, but it was not mentioned any-
where that we would be sus-
pended or debarred for appearing
for the exams.” Another student
said: “Since most of us come from
different states, our parents could
not come all the way to Delhi.
Hence, after I received the email
from the principal’s office. I re-
quested an appointment to meet
him, but was denied.”

In an open letter written be-
fore the principal's clarification,
Professor Sanjeev Grewal, head of
Economics department, said: “I
am shocked to know that a large
number of students have been
suspended from the college, and
also threatened to be debarred
from sitting in the upcoming ex-
ams.”

HC to suspended
BJP MLAs: Will you
apologise to L-G?

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

SEEKING TO resolve the stand-
off over the suspension of seven
BJP MLAs, the Delhi High Court
on Tuesday asked them whether
they were prepared to apologise
to the lieutenant governor for re-
peatedly interrupting his ad-
dress to the legislative assembly
that prompted action against
them.

Justice Subramonium Prasad
asked the senior counsel for the
suspended legislators to take in-
structions on this after the
lawyer representing the assem-
bly said a similar approach was
adopted in the Supreme Court to
end the suspension of Aam
Aadmi Party Rajya Sabha MP
Raghav Chadha.

Appearing for the assembly,
senior advocate  Sudhir
Nandrajog said the matteris not
political and involves the dignity
of the office of the LG.

"I spoke to the speaker. He
also suggested the route fol-
lowed by the Supreme Court in
Raghav Chadha's case. If mem-
bers were to come and meet the
speaker and apologise to the LG,
the whole thing could be put
through," he said.

Senior advocate Jayant
Mehta, appearing for the law-
makers, said they had no prob-
lem apologising to the LG. The
court asked the petitioners'
counsel to come backin the post-
lunch session with instructions.
Subsequently, the court was in-
formed there was some "devel-
opment" in the matter, following
which the petitions were di-
rected to be called for considera-
tion on February 21.

The seven BJP MLAs —Mohan
Singh Bisht, Ajay Mahawar, O P
Sharma, Abhay Verma, Anil
Bajpai, Jitender Mahajan and
Vijender Gupta —approached the
court on Monday challenging

The BJP MLAs had
interrupted Saxena
multiple times during
his address on February
15 as he highlighted the
achievements of the
AAP government

their indefinite suspension from
the Assembly for interrupting
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena's address.They said their
suspension till the conclusion of
proceedings before the privileges
committee was inviolation of the
applicable rules and the MLAs
were consequently unable to at-
tend the ongoing Budget session.

The BJP MLAs had inter-
rupted Saxena multiple times
during his address on February
15 as he highlighted the achieve-
ments of the AAP government,
while they attacked the Arvind
Kejriwal dispensation onarange
of issues.

The petitions by the MLAs
said their suspension violates
Article 19(1)(a) (right to freedom
of speech and expression) of the
Constitution of India and the
rights and privileges of the MLAs
as well as the principle of "pro-
portionality” and "rationality".

"The Order of the Hon'ble
Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly of NCT of Delhi is un-
constitutional, unjust, unfair and,
in any event, selective and
grossly disproportionate. It vio-
lates the fundamental and con-
stitutional rights of the
Petitioners," the petition filed
through advocate Satya Ranjan
Swain on behalf of Mahawar,
Gupta and Bajpai said.

The plea highlighted that the
budget is the last full budget be-
fore the assembly elections in
2025 and therefore the presence
of the opposition members was
of utmost importance.

AAP MLAs protest outside the Assembly on Tuesday. Express

House adjourned after
furore over water scheme

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

THE AAM Aadmi Party (AAP),
which has been accusing the BJP
aswell as bureaucrats for stopping
the ‘One-time settlement’ scheme
to resolve water bill issues,
protested inside the well of Delhi
Assembly, demanding the bu-
reaucrats be suspended and the
scheme be cleared, here on
Tuesday.

Raising the matter in the
House, CM Arvind Kejriwal al-
leged the BJPis “behind all thisand
is trying to stop the scheme by
putting pressure on bureaucrats.”

All the AAP MLAs entered the
well of the House holding placards
and raised slogans suchas “Shame
on BJP, take action against offi-
cers”, “BJP walon Kejriwal ko pani

bill maaf karne do” (BJP folks, let
Arvind Kejriwal waive off the wa-
ter bills)” and “L-G sir, suspend the
bureaucrats who are refusing to
implement the scheme”.

Following the protest, Speaker
Ram Niwas Goel adjourned the
proceedings for half an hour but
the AAP MLAs continued to raise
slogans even after they were re-
sumed. The speaker then ad-
journed the house for the day.

Meanwhile, Leader of opposi-
tion Ramvir Singh Bidhuri alleged
that AAP MLAs “misbehaved”
with him in the
house.

Bidhuri said he complained to
the speaker and requested him to
take action against AAP MLAs. “If
BJPMLA canbe suspended for ex-
pressing their views, then action
should also be taken against AAP
MLAs,” he said.
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“Pungab
FESTIVAL

Welcomes You

239 to 29" February 2024, Amritsar

all
-
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BHAGWANT SINGH MANN
Chief Minister, Punjab

DATE TIME EVENT VENUE
23 February 6:30 PM onwards | Opening Ceremony | Khalsa College
24-25 February | 10:30AM -12:30PM | Literature Festival Partition Museum
24 -25 February | 4:00PM - 6:00PM | Carnival Parade Day 1: Red Cross - Ranjeet Avenue Ground
Day 2: Trillium Mall - Ranjeet Avenue Ground
24-29 February | 1T1:00AM - 5:00PM | Seva Street Townhall Heritage Street
24-29 February | 11:00AM -10:00PM | Foodistan & Ranjeet Avenue Ground
Shopping Festival
24-29 February | 7.00PM - 8:30PM | Digital Fest Summer Palace
24-25 & 27-29 7:00PM onwards | Taal Chowk Ranjeet Avenue Ground
February
25 February 7:00AM - 9:00AM | Greenathon Anand Amrit Park - Sadda Pind
26 February 7:00PM onwards | Punjabi Folk Night Gobindgarh Fort
29 February 6:30PM onwards | Closing Ceremony Ranjeet Avenue Ground

Department of Tourism and Cultural AFfairs, Punjab
epaperﬂﬁne;wzz.c:nm e - mE .
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NDMC: Hike
in parking
feesrevoked

New Delhi: The New Delhi
Municipal Council
(NDMC), which had in-
creased parking fee by
two-fold in a bid to dis-
courage private transport
amid the increase in pollu-
tion levels in the national
capital, has now with-
drawn the order on the is-
sue. According to an order
released on November 13,
2023, the new parking fee
— due to implementation
of GRAP measures — was
scheduled to begin from
January 31 this year. On
February 1, the NDMC,
however, postponed the
deadline to April 30. With
the GRAP guidelines in
place, the parking charges
were increased to Rs 40 for
four-wheelers and Rs 20
for two-wheelers.
However, now the usual
fees of Rs 20 for four-
wheelers and Rs 10 for
two-wheelers will be
charged by allNDMC park-
ing areas again. ENS

Policeburn
Rs1,600-cr

contraband

New Delhi: The Delhi Police
onTuesday destroyed con-
traband worth Rs 1,600
crore in a drive under its
‘Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan’ in the presence of
L-G VK Saxena, said offi-
cials. “Today, in the pres-
ence of the Delhi L-G,
10,631.745 kg of illegal
drugs worth about Rs
1,600 crore (sic) in the in-
ternational market were
destroyed as per proce-
dure at the incinerator lo-
cated at SSlindustrial area,
GT Karnal Road, near
Jahangirpuriin Delhi,” said
ACP Sanjay Bhatia. A Union
Finance Ministry notifica-
tion and the Supreme
Court order said that vari-
ous panels were formed by
the Delhi Police to destroy
illegal drugs seized from
drug smugglers. The de-
stroyed contraband came
from seizures in drug cases
from2009t02023. PTI

16-year-old
boy dies by
suicide: Cops

New Delhi: A 16-year-old
boy died by suicide in his
house in Shankar Vihar
area of Southwest Delhi,
said police, adding that the
Class 10 student hanged
himself from ceiling with
a ‘chunni’ allegedly over
being refused the admit
card for an examination.
Police, however, said they
are verifying the claim.
Sources from his school re-
futed the allegation. “The
victim was a Class X stu-
dent at Army Public
School, Shankar Vihar. He
committed suicide by
hanging himself... No sui-
cide note was found... No
complaint has been sub-
mitted by the parents,”
said DCP (southwest)
Rohit Meena. PTI
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DISCUSSIONS PROGRESSING WELL, SAYS KEJRIWAL

AAP, Cong alliance talks at final
stage, announcement soon: CM

MALLICA JOSHI
& JATINANAND
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

ALLIANCE TALKS between the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and the
Congress are at the “final stage”,
and an announcement on the
seat-sharing matrix will be
made “very soon”, Delhi Chief
Minister and AAP convenor
Arvind Kejriwal said Tuesday.
The parties have held two
formal meetings to discuss an al-
liance in Delhi, the last of which
was held in January. Since then,
sources said, several discussions
between the top leadership of
both parties have taken place.
On Tuesday, when Kejriwal
was asked about the alliance talks
during a press conference, he said,
“Several rounds of discussion
have taken place, things have
reached the final stage in this re-
spect, our alliance with them will
be announced very soon...”
Withregard to seat-sharing in
other states, he said, “We are dis-
cussing other states as well... dis-
cussions are progressing well and
are at an advanced stage... every-
one who wants to save India is

CM Arvind Kejriwal at a press conference on Tuesday. Express

welcome in the INDIA Alliance...”
Delhi has seven Lok Sabha
seats.In2014 and 2019, all these
seats were won by Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) candidates.
According to Congress
sources, both parties were ex-
pected to finally zeroinona4-3
seat-sharing formula in the
Capital based on the winnability
of the candidate on each of the
seven Lok Sabha seats in Delhi.
“While the Congress has al-
ready constituted a panel of po-
tential candidates on each seat,
the AAP has also made a list of
potential candidates. Both these
panels will be assessed on the

Penalty, undertaking,
warning: Transport
dept norms to get
back overage vehicles

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

WONDERING HOW to get back
your vehicle towed away by the
transport department during its
drive against End-of-Life vehi-
cles last year? Six months after
the Delhi High Court's interven-
tion in the matter, the transport
department has come out with
a policy detailing the procedure
owners have to follow to get
their vehicles back.

According to the policy guide-
linesissued Tuesday, the owners
will have to submit an undertak-
ing that the vehicle will not be
plied or parked in any public
place, and will be removed from
the jurisdiction of Delhi.

A penalty of Rs 10,000 along
with towing and parking charges
will be levied on four-wheelers
before the release. For two
wheelers, the penalty is Rs 5,000.

The policy also has provisions
for people wishing to park their
end-of-life vehicles. If the vehicle
has been impounded for the first
time, owners will have to submit
documents, including registration
certificate, to secure their release.
The owners will have to submitan
undertaking that the vehicle will
not be plied or parked inany pub-
lic place, according to the policy.

In case of parking inside ares-
idential complex, the owners will
have to submit a proof of private
parking spacesissued by the RWA
or any authority concerned.

“Delhi government considers
that guidelines for impounding/
seizure/scrapping/release (with
certain conditions and penalty)
of End-of-Life vehicles are nec-

NUMBER-CRUNCHING
{ 14,000 t0]5,000w

vehicles impounded
since March 31

When will the vehicles
be scrapped:

M Non-submission of
applicationin time

M Rejection of
application submitted

M If the vehicleis
impounded for the
second time

essary. These guidelines are also
required for effective implemen-
tation of various directions of
National Green Tribunal and for
improvement of air quality in
Delhi...,” said the department
while issuing the guidelines.

For End-of-Life vehicles regis-
tered outside Delhi-NCR, the
owner will have to furnish a rea-
son on why the vehicle was ply-
ingin Delhi,and submitanunder-
taking that it will not enter the
Capital again.

“The enforcement drive,
which was slowed down after
the court's involvement, will now
gather pace. The department will
continue phasing out such vehi-
cles from public places but now
with proper guidelines, giving
the owners a chance to get their
vehicles back,” said an official.

The transport department
will also create an online plat-
form to facilitate a hassle-free
process between the enforce-
ment agency, the scrapping fa-
cility, and vehicle owners.

basis of winnability and the can-
didates decided will be given
tickets,” a senior Congress leader
said, requesting anonymity.

One of the names that was
suggested from the New Delhi
seat, which is held by BJP’s
Meenakshi Lekhi at present, was
that of Saurabh Bharadwaj, who
is an MLA from Greater Kailash
and the health minister in the
AAP government in Delhi.

“His name was suggested
and he was asked for his opinion,
but he has refused to contest,”
AAP sources said.

Alliance talks were derailed
for a couple of days after AAP na-

tional general secretary (organ-
isation) Sandeep Pathak an-
nounced at a press conference
last week that AAP was “willing
to give Congress one seat” if the
alliance materialises.

He had also said that based
on “merit”, the grand old party
did not deserve “even a single
seat” in the Capital. Sources said
AAP leaders told the Congress
that the inordinate delay in final-
ising the contours of the alliance
was behind the “outburst”.

Asked about the thaw in the
association between both parties
following a lunch at Congress MP
Abhishek Manu Singhvi's resi-
dence on Sunday, another senior
Congress leader said, “There was
noissueatall; itis a fact that talks
(regarding the alliance) are atan
advanced stage. The issue is not
regarding seat-sharing in Delhi
or even the number of seats —we
may get four or they may (get
them) depending on the
winnability of the candidate pro-
posed — but the seats the AAP is
claiming in Gujarat.”

AAP has announced candi-
dates from two seats in Gujarat.
Both parties have decided to
contest separately in Punjab.

PM to lay foundation for upgrading
Gurgaon railway station on Feb 26

Gurgaon: Rao Inderjit Singh,
Union minister of state and
Gurgaon MP, on Tuesday said
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will lay the foundation for
upgrading the Gurgaon railway
station on February 26. In the
first phase, the project cost has
been estimated at Rs 295 crore.

The railway station will be
turned into a world-class facility,
said Singh. It will have two entry

points along with other unique
features, said Singh, adding plans
to ensure that vehicles taking the
Daultabad Flyover get direct ac-
cess to the station are underway.

Officials have beendirected to
relocate the cement yard follow-
ing difficulties, said Singh. The sta-
tion will also comprise 12 lifts, a
foot-over bridge, multi-level park-
ing area, two-storey food court,
solar panels among others. ENS
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Security personnel at the Ghazipur border on Tuesday. Gajendra Yadav
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Police brace for farmers’ march to
Delhi: Provisions to block roads

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

MULTIPLE LAYERS of barricading
at borders with Haryana, provi-
sions to block the road at
Ghazipur border with Uttar
Pradeshif the need arises — these
are some of the measures the
Delhi Police is keeping in place
ahead of the scheduled march of
farmers towards Delhi from
Punjab on Wednesday morning
following their rejection of the
Centre’s five-year minimum sup-
port price (MSP) proposal.

On Tuesday, the Gurgaon
Police arrested under section Code
of Criminal Procedure (CrPC)
Section(s) 107/151, and later re-
leased 38 farmers for violating or-
dersunder CrPCSection 144inthe
state, after Manesar farmers called
for amarch towards Delhi.

Farmers, who gathered to take
out amarch to Delhi ataround 10
am on Tuesday, were stopped by
around 300 police officers. The
farmers had called for the protest
after extending solidarity with
Punjab farmers demandingan or-

dinance guaranteeing MSP.

On the march scheduled for
Wednesday, Mayank Gupta,
deputy commissioner of police
(East), said that four law and or-
der companies are ready withriot
gear torestrictany movementand
control disturbance. “But we are
notexpecting any disruption here.
We are coordinating with the
DCPs of South and Southwest
Delhi along with those in the dis-
tricts of Gurgaon,” Gupta said,
adding that there were no curbs
on traffic or any route diversion.

Atthe Panipat-Sonipat border;
at least 400 officers along with
two companies of Sashastra
Seema Bal(SSB)and one of Border
Security Force (BSF) have been de-
ployed, along with the installment
of water cannons, barricades,and
concrete barriers to prevent the
protesters from marching to-
wards the national capital.

The Gurgaon Police, mean-
while, has deployed officers at all
its key borders including the
Rajokriborder on the Delhi-Jaipur
Highway, Rewari, Pataudi-Jhajjar,
Farrukhnagar-Jhajjar and Nuh
borders. “Adequate force is on

standby round the clock, and
Gurgaon has not been affected by
the protests so far, but we have
enough officers deployed to pre-
ventany untoward incidentalong
the borders,” said an officer.

In Gautam Buddha Nagar, of-
ficials said that farmers would be
given space from the Yamuna
Expressway’s zero point to
Surajpur collectorate, where
farmers will line up on one side
with their tractors. According to
officials, no major traffic conges-
tion at the Noida-Delhi border is
expected on Wednesday.

In Ghaziabad, officials said, the
existing trafficadvisory will apply
and traffic will be affected on the
Delhi-Meerut Expressway if the
Delhi Police instals additional bar-
ricades at the Ghazipur border.
“Under such circumstances, traffic
will be diverted towards Anand
Vihar. We are prepared to deal
with any situation. However, as
per information, farmers will only
go to the DM office and not march
towards Delhi,” said another offi-
cial. Over 2,000 Delhi Police per-
sonnel will be deployed at the
Ghazipur border.

2-month prep work, 40m tunnel: How accused
in Indian Oil case carried out theft for weeks

ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

PREP WORK that lasted over two
months, a40-metre-long tunnel,
and a daily theft of nearly 7,000
to 8,000 litres of oil for weeks:
Police chargesheet into the oil
theft from Indian Oil Corporation
Limited (IOCL) pipelines, passing
through the Pochanpur village
and supplying oil to the Bijwasan
Oil Depot, has revealed how
meticulously the network of
seven accused carried out the
crime before the cover was
blown off their deeds.

In October last year, Delhi
Police received a complaint from
the officials of the oil giant re-
garding possible theft from their
pipelines.

Their investigation led police
to a plot in Dwarka’s Pochanpur
village where they found an un-
derground tunnel hidden under
a pile of fodder.

According to the
chargesheet, the accused used a
valve machine connected to two
plastic pipes to extract oil by
drilling a hole inside the pipeline.

The accused would then load
the oil on tractors, inside con-

LABRADOR LED POLICE TO SPOT WHERE ACCUSED WORKED

How squad dog led cops to murder accused through traces of dust

ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

IN AUGUST 2017, a six-year-old
boy went missing from his way
home in Northeast Delhi. His
father, a tea-shop owner, lodged
a missing persons’ report with
the Delhi Police, following
which several teams were
formed to trace the where-
abouts of the accused.

The next afternoon, the mi-
nor’s body was found with
strangulation marks inside a
nursery situated a distance
away. Medical examination re-
vealed the boy was sodomised
before being killed.

For almost a month, police
had no clue about the possible
perpetrator of the crime: Door-

to-door searches were fruitless,
and with the area from where
the boy went missing being a
black spot, there was no scope
to scan CCTV footage either.
But after around three
weeks, on September 1, one of

deceased boy was wearing at
the time of the incident.

Said an officer, “After sniffing
the dust off the victim's clothes,
Vinesh immediately took the
police team to an under-con-
struction site in the area where

the Labrador he started sniff-
dogs of the ——— ing the security
Delhi Police's WF:\"“ guard's enclo-
K9 squad, 10- ﬁ sure...”

year-old 1//9‘ % The police
Vinesh, was K _,/} team  then
deployéd Z / . \ questioned
along with the site’s super-
the crime visor who told
team of the CRACKING them that the
Northeast guard, Ram
district. The THE CASE Niwas, 40, had
canine was been missing

taken to the
spot of the crime, and later,
coaxed to sniff the clothes the
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since August 11
— the day of the incident.
Police personnel were sent
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(Clockwise, above) The spot was concealed by fodder; the
tunnel; the owner of the land after arrest. Express

tainers used to store wheat flour
and gravel, to avoid suspicion.

The chargesheet says, “...A
machine was installed to extract
oil by making a hole in the gov-
ernment oil pipeline in which
two plastic pipes were con-
nected which were kept at the
plot of Rakesh (the landlord) at
a distance of around 40 meters
by making a tunnel...”

It is learnt that on June 15,
Rakesh had given the land to a
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A Labrador dog taken to the crime spot sniffed the clothes
the deceased was wearing at the time of the incident and
took police to an under-construction site where he started
sniffing the security guard’s enclosure. Archive

person who identified himself as
Naresh atarent of Rs 30,000 per
month. Rakesh did not take the
trouble to get the tenant verified.

How the oil theft
was detected

Itis learnt that complaints of
pressure drop began being re-
ceived in the pipeline. On
October 4, Indian Oil officials de-
tected a pilferage at the IOCL
Delhi-Panipat section.

to his hometown in Bareilly,
Uttar Pradesh, to carry out raids
at his possible hideouts.

However, they later received
a tip-off that he was in Delhi it-
self. Niwas was arrested near
the cremation ground in
Mandoli here.

During interrogation, Niwas
told the police that he was
friends with a relative of the vic-
tim and used to consume liquor
with him at the construction site
after their respective shifts. On
August 11, when the construc-
tion work was shut throughout
the day, Niwas again consumed
liquor with his friend who left
the spot around 8 pm.

“Around 8.15pm, the ac-
cused, whowas inaninebriated
state, saw the boy heading to-
wards his house and called him

The planning for the theft be-
gan in December 2022, when
the main accused, Sudesh Gupta,
who told Rakesh that his name
was Naresh, zeroed in on a plot
near the pipeline and opened a
mechanic shop nearby.

“Sudesh met Rakesh under
the name of Naresh Verma and
asked about taking the plot on
rent to do scrap and bottle work...
two men, namely Muradi and
Bobby, were called as they were

over. He sodomised the minor
boy and when the latter threat-
ened to complain to his father,
he strangled him and dumped
him at a nursery around two
kilometers away from the spot
before fleeing,” AK Singla, then
DCP (Northeast), had said.

Police had stated that Niwas
had also been involved in a sim-
ilar case in the past when in
2009, he had allegedly kid-
napped and killed another six-
year-old boy over a financial dis-
pute with the latter's family. He
was subsequently arrested in
the matter and was granted bail,
added police.

In the present case, the mat-
ter is being heard and is in the
stage of final arguments at the
Karkardooma court. Niwas is in

judicial custody.
. |

experts in digging tunnels and
making holes in pipelines and
installing valves,” stated the
chargesheet.

“The work was completed in
2.5 months after which they
drilled the pipeline and installed
the valve and started extracting
oil,” stated the chargesheet.

One of the accused, Imran
alias Mistri, the chargesheet
stated, had welded aniron plate
under the pipeline with a small
welding machine while co-ac-
cused Ravi and Kale welded the
pipeline with a special type of
drill machine.

“..drilling is done in such a
way that as soon as that special
drill machine is taken out after
drilling the pipeline, there is a
special type of rubber inside the
spindle of that drill machine
which is used to protect the
pipeline and does not allow the
oil to come out,” added the
chargesheet.

They used to take the oil and
diesel to a warehouse in Palwal,
from where three of the accused,
Sudesh, Rashid and Ram, used to
further sell it to customers.

The chargesheet was filed in
the Dwarka court earlier this
month.

No completion
certificate if
project violates
anti-dust norms

New Delhi: The Commission for
Air Quality Management
(CAQM) in NCR has directed gov-
ernment agencies to not issue
completion and occupancy cer-
tificates for projects that violate
dust pollution control norms.
The body, which is responsi-
ble for managing air pollutionin
the region, said Tuesday that in-
spections of construction and
demolition sites indicate a “sig-
nificant need to improve levels
of compliance and implementa-
tion of dust mitigation directions
and guidelines”. Itadded thatin
some cases, project proponents
have completely disregarded the
“closure” directions and contin-
ued operations at their sites
without the CAQM’s resumption
orders and without taking due
corrective or preventive meas-
ures to abate dust pollution. ENS
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Third time lucky? Why the new law is unlike two
previous bids to provide reservation to Marathas

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 20

NOW THAT the Maharashtra
Assembly has passed a Bill to set
aside 10% reservation for
Marathas under socially and ed-
ucationally backward categories
in jobs and education, the ques-
tion on everyone’s mindsis, will it
clear judicial scrutiny.

The Bill was formulated based
onareportof Justice (retired ) Sunil
B Shukre-led Maharashtra State
Backward Class Commission.
However, at least two previous
legislation extending quota to
Marathas failed the legal chal-
lenge, a point on which the
Opposition tried to pin the Eknath
Shinde-led government Tuesday.

Narayan Rane panel

Inafirstbid for aspecial law for
Marathas, the then Prithviraj
Chavan-led Congress government

broughtinanordinance giving 16%
reservation in government jobs
and education to the community;,
ahead of the 2014 elections. It was
based on the recommendations of
a Narayan Rane-led committee,
which was not a statutory back-
ward class commission.

The ordinance was challenged
before the Bombay High Court
(HC),and it stayed the move inits
interim order of November 2014.
In the same year, the Supreme
Court refused to vacate the stay.

In 2015, the BJP-Shiv Sena
government led by Devendra
Fadnavis turned the ordinance
into an Act, which was passed
in the Assembly. A year later, the
Bombay HC stayed the Act for
its resemblance to the
ordinance.

In 2017, the Fadnavis govern-
ment set up the Maharashtra
State Backward Class commission
under Justice (retd) M G Gaikwad
of the Bombay High Court.

Mayor polls.

THE TROUBLESHOOTER

SUNDAY LAST, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal referred to
senior advocate A M Singhvi, who has been representing the
party in several cases, as ‘sankatmochan’ (reliever of troubles).
Aday later, it was the senior counsel’s turn to live up to the role,
as he scored success one after the other in three cases before
the Supreme Court, for three different parties. The senior coun-
sel secured a stay on the breach of privilege notice issued by
the Lok Sabha secretariat to West Bengal Chief Secretary and
other officials on a complaint lodged by BJP MP Sukanta
Majumdar over Sandeshkhali developments; got a stay on a
criminal trial against Congress leader and Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah for a 2022 protest; and had a bench allow the
Sharad Pawar faction of the NCP to use the name ‘Nationalist
Congress Party-Sharadchandra Pawar' granted by the Election
Commission, till further orders. And on Tuesday, he successfully
got aruling in favour of the AAP candidate for the Chandigarh

TECH CHECK "

THE WHO event to launch the Global Initiative on Digital
Health, which was spearheaded by India during its G20 pres-
idency, experienced some technical glitches, leading to mi-
nor communication disruption. Taking it in stride, the direc-
tor of WHO's digital health department, Dr Alain Labrique,
who was coordinating the session, said in jest that no good
digital initiative goes without a technical issue. When it hap-
pened a second time, he referred to it as another gremlin
crawling in the system and said it was a sobering reminder
that sometimes things end up working better in rural India
but not in the sophisticated rooms in Geneva.

Centre, Bengal officials
to again meet today to
discuss pending funds

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

DAYS AFTER West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamta Banerjee an-
nounced that her government
will pay the pending wages of 21
lakh MGNREGS workers by
February 21, Central and state of-
ficials are set to hold talks on
Wednesday to discuss pending
dues and clearances under vari-
ous central schemes, The Indian
Express has learnt.

The Central team will be led
by Rural Development Secretary
Shailesh Kumar Singh and the
West Bengal government will be
represented by the state’s Finance
Secretary Manoj Pant, itis learnt.

Wednesday’s discussion will
be the second such meeting in
less than a month on an issue
that has riled the Mamata gov-
ernment, which has accused the
BJP-led Centre of deliberately
withholding funds to the state.

According to sources in the
West Bengal government, about
Rs 18,000 croreis due for the state
under three rural development
schemes — Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS),
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Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana
(Gramin) (PMAY-G), Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
(PMGSY). In addition to this, the
sources said, Rs 7,000 crore is
pending under schemes that
come under Union Food Ministry.

Alleging “irregularities”, the
Centre has said it will release fur-
ther payments to West Bengal
only if the funds sanctioned ear-
lier were fully utilised and a re-
port was sent to it.

The last meeting between the
Central officials and the West
Bengal officials was held on
January 23. It came came weeks
after West Bengal CM Mamta
Banerjee met PM Narendra
Modi on December 20.

After the meeting, Banerjee
said Modi assured her of holding
a joint meeting of government
officials to look into the state’s
demands on the release of
Central funds.

Earlier this month, Banerjee
had announced that her govern-
ment would be transferring
wages to the bank accounts of 21
lakh MGNREGS workers in the
state by February 21. “I have to
run my family... Despite our lim-
itations... we are running 67 so-
cial welfare schemes,” she said.
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Gaikwad Commission

The Gaikwad panel gave its
report in November 2018, after
asurvey of 43,629 families, with
atleast two villages picked from
each of the state’s 355 talukas
where Marathas were over 50%
of population.

The report said
76.86% of the
Maratha families
were engaged in
agriculture and agri-
culture labour (com-
bined), 6% in govern-
ment and |

EXPLAINED

uation, while only 0.77% were
technically and professionally
qualified.

On the basis of this, then CM
Fadnavis brought in Mahara-
shtra's Socially and Educationally
Backward Class Act, 2018, provid-
ing Marathas 16% quota in edu-
cation and govern-
ment jobs.

The legislation
was first challenged
in Bombay HC, which
ruled that the quota
& granted under the Act
was not “justifiable”,

semi-government

services, 3% in private services, 4%
in trade and industry, and 9% in
non-agricultural physical labour.
It also found that 13.42% of the
Marathas were illiterate, 35.31%
only had primary education,
43.79% had finished high school,
and that the numbers dropped
to just 6.71% for those who had
finished graduation or post-grad-

and reduced it to 12%
ineducationand 13%in govern-
ment jobs.

In May 2021, a Constitution
Bench of Supreme Court (SC)
struckdown the quota altogether,
noting that Maharashtra govern-
ment failed to provide sufficient
data to justify exceeding the 50%
quotaceiling. The SCalsoreferred
to the findings of Gaikwad

Commission that over 30%
Marathas were in public service,
and said the panel and HC had
failed to consider that “Marathas
are the dominant forward class”.

The Court said the Gaikwad
commission ought to have fo-
cused on what had happened
since 2008 that Marathas became
a backward class. At the same
time, it “left it to the State to col-
lectdatatofind out whethera par-
ticular case orcommunityis to be
included in backward class”. It was
based on this that the Justice
Shukre panel was formed, with
the Shinde government's brief for
it being to go in for a large-scale
survey, to ensure there was suffi-
cient empirical data.

Shukre Commission

The committee was set up in
December 2023 with Justice
(retd) Sunil B Shukre of the
Bombay HC as chairperson. Over
the past two months, it claims to

have surveyed 1,58,20,264 fam-
ilies across the state.

It notes that the population
of Marathas in the state is 28%,
while 84 % of them are not ad-
vanced, adding such a large
backward community cannot be
added into the OBC bracket.

It describes extreme poverty,
decline in agricultural income,
and partitions in land holdings
as reasons for the current status
of the Marathas. It also notes that
947% of farmers who have died by
suicide in the state belonged to
the Maratha community.

The panel finds inadequate
representation of the commu-
nity in all sectors of public serv-
ices, and says the Marathas have
remained “completely out of the
mainstream” due to their back-
wardness. It calls for separate
reservation to Marathas to in-
crease their representation in
government jobs and developed
sectors.

Sonia, Nadda, Chavan and Deora among
4] elected unopposed as Rajya Sabha MPs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 20

FORMER CONGRESS president
Sonia Gandhi, BJP chief ] PNadda,
new party entrant Ashok Chavan
and Union ministers Ashwini
Vaishnaw and L Murugan were
among the 41 candidates elected
unopposed to Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday. Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh
will witness polling on the re-
maining 15 seats on February 27.

The BJP has won the highest
number of 20 seats, followed by
the Congress (6), Trinamool
Congress (4), YSR Congress (3),
RJD (2), BJD (2) and NCP, Shiv
Sena, BRS and JD(U) one each.

As there were no other can-
didates in the fray on these 41
seats, the respective returning
officers declared them winners
on the last date of withdrawal of
nominations.

The biennial elections for the
56 seats were announced on
February 27. While 50 members

SP names its Lok
Sabha candidate
from Varanasi

New Delhi: The Samajwadi Party
onTuesday declared its Lok Sabha
candidate for Varanasi and ap-
pointed two leaders as in-charge
for Amroha. Both Varanasi and
Amroha featured in the list of 17
seats offered to the Congress.

In Varanasi, from where PM
Narendra Modi won twice, the SP
has fielded former minister
Surendra Singh Patel, an OBC
leader. The party has appointed
Mehboob Ali and Ram Avatar
Saini as in-charge of Amroha, indi-
cating that either of two will con-
test from the seat if the Congress
decides not to fight from there.

In Tuesday’s list, SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav has replaced his
cousin Dharmendra Yadav with
uncle Shivpal Singh Yadav in
Badaun. In the first list of candi-
dates released on January 30, the
SP had announced Dharmendra’s
candidature from Badaun. On
Tuesday, the SPappointed himas
in-charge of both Kannauj and
Azamgarh, dropping hints thathe
may contest the LS election from
either of the two seats that are
considered SP strongholds. ENS

Sonia Gandhi, ] P Nadda, Ashok Chavan, Milind Deora. File

will complete their term on April
2, six will retire on April 3.

Nadda and three other BJP
nominees — Jasvantsinh Parmar,
Mayank Nayak and diamond
baron Govindbhai Dholakia —
were declared winners from
Gujarat. The Congress, which has
only 15 MLAs, and other opposi-
tion parties had preferred not to
put up candidates against the BJP,
which has 156 legislators in the
182-member Assembly.

From Rajasthan, Sonia
Gandhi was elected unopposed,
as were BJP's Chunnilal Garasiya
and Madan Rathore.

All the six candidates from
Maharashtra — BJP's Chavan, who

joined the party last Tuesday af-
ter quitting the Congress, Medha
Kulkarni and Ajit Gopchhade;
Shiv Sena's Milind Deora, who
also quit the Congress last month,
Praful Patel (NCP) and
Chandrakant Handore (Cong) —
were elected unopposed.

In Bihar, JD(U)'s Sanjay
Kumar Jha, BJP's Dharmshila
Gupta and Bhim Singh, R]D’s
Manoj Kumar Jha and Sanjay
Yadav and Congress’ Akhilesh
Prasad Singh won.

From West Bengal, TMC's
Sushmita Dev, Sagarika Ghose,
Mamata Thakur and Md
Nadimul Haque and Samik
Bhattacharya of the BJP were de-

DISPROPORTIONATE ASSETS CASE

Delhi HC refuses Shibu Soren’s
plea to quash Lokpal proceedings

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

THE DELHI High Court on
Tuesday rejected former
Jharkhand Chief Minister Shibu
Soren's plea to quash Lokpal pro-
ceedings against himin a dispro-
portionate assets case.

A division bench of Justices
Rekha Palli and Rajnish
Bhatnagar rejected Soren’s plea
that challenged Delhi High
Court’s single-judge order
passed last month.

“..allegations levelled by the
respondent no. 2 (BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey) it is evident to
us that the complaint pertains not
only to purchase of properties,
which the appellant claims were
purchased more than 7 years ago,
but also pertains to ongoing inci-
dents of amassing wealth by mis-
use of power by the appellant
(Soren),” noted the court.

The courtalso added that the
Lokpal was yet to decide

Ti" T

JMM chief and Jharkhand
former CM Shibu Soren. File

whether a prima facie case
against Soren existed or not.

“..the respondent no. 1
(Lokpal) is yet to take a decision
as to whether or not a prima fa-
cie case exists for directing inves-
tigation against the appellant
(Soren) by any agency, including
the Delhi Special Police
Establishment [CBI],” the bench
observed.

The two-judge bench also
noted that the complainant had
levelled allegations against Soren
and his family members of mis-
using the funds of the exchequer

clared winners.

Union minister Murugan,
Valmiki Dham Ashram head
Umesh Nath Maharaj, Kisan
Morcha's national vice president
Banshilal Gurjar and Madhya
Pradesh BJP's women wing pres-
ident Maya Naroliya bagged four
seats for the BJP in Madhya
Pradesh, while Ashok Singh of
Congress also won unopposed.

From Odisha, Union minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw (BJP) and
BJD's Debashish Samantray and
Subhashish Khuntia won.

YSR Congress candidates — G
Babu Rao, Y V Subba Reddy and
M Raghunath Reddy — won all
the three seats in Andhra
Pradesh, while in neighbouring
Telangana, the ruling Congress
bagged two seats — Renuka
Chowdhury and Anil Kumar
Yadav — and the BRS won one
seat — V Ravichandra.

BJP nominees in Uttarakhand
(Mahendra Bhatt), Subhash
Barala (Haryana), Devendra
Pratap Singh (Chhattisgarh)
were elected unopposed.

for their personal and political
gains with the assistance of one
Amit Aggarwal, who was con-
structing a 22-storey building in
Salt Lake, Kolkata.

The Delhi High Court had on
January 22 refused to interfere in
the Lokpal proceedings against
Soren after Dubey filed a com-
plaint alleging that Soren, his
family members, associates, etc.
had acquired severalimmovable
properties in various districts of
Jharkhand.

After Dubey filed a complaint
in September 2020, the Lokpal
subsequently directed the CBI to
conduct a “preliminary inquiry”
to ascertain whether there exists
a“prima facie case for proceeding
inthe matter”. The CBI submitted
itsreportinJune 2022, inwhichit
said that Shibu Soren and his fam-
ily did not declare several of their
properties in affidavits filed with
the Election Commission (EC)and
thus are likely to have flouted the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951.
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah being felicitated during a
BJP meeting in Bikaner, Tuesday. P11

Shah: Modi govt
ensured politics
of performance

‘Cong, Opp bloc have no leader, principles’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR, FEBRUARY 20

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday targeted the
Congress saying that the party
cannot develop India or work for
the welfare of the poor.

Addressing BJP workers in
Udaipur, he called the Congress
a dynastic and directionless
party. “Congress party cannot
develop India. It cannot provide
welfare to the poor,” Shah said,
adding that the Modi govern-
ment did several public welfare
works in the last 10 years.

He also said the Congress is
unable to enhance India's pride.
“The Congress is a dynastic party.
It is also a directionless party.”
Shah also alleged that the
Congress “kept the issue of Ram
Temple hanging” and always
questioned the BJP about when
the temple would be built.

“The party never had the in-
tention that the Ram Temple be
built in Ayodhya,” he said.

“We had vowed that we
would build Ram temple. Lord
Ram, who is worshipped by
crores of people, got humiliated
while being in a tent. The
Congress had kept the issue of
Ram temple pending,” he added.

Highlighting the achieve-
ments of the Centre, Shah said
that the Modi government in the

last 10 years brought 25 crore
people out of poverty, provided
houses to the poor, worked to
strengthen the nation, abrogated
Article 370 in J&K, and made
India the fifth largest economy
of the world.

He said that during the
Congress rule, terrorists from
Pakistan used to enter India and
carry out blasts but the Modi
government conducted surgical
and air strikes against terrorists
in Pakistan.

Shah said the government
has worked to deliver good gov-
ernance and even the opponents
of PM Modi cannot make any al-
legations of to corruption.

Targeting the previous
Congress government in
Rajasthan, he said that women
and Dalits were not safe and ri-
ots were frequent but now a
“double-engine” government
has been formed and safe envi-
ronment for women and Dalits
will be there and the state will be
free from riots.

He also said that the Modi
government has worked to give
honour to the tribal community
and made Droupadi Murmu the
President of India.

Shah also appealed to people
to vote for the BJP in the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections for fur-
ther development of the nation
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

ONE NATION, ONE ELECTION

BJP to panel: Assembly
polls with LS first, then
along with local bodies

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

THE BJP Tuesday told the One
Nation, One Election committee
chaired by former President Ram
Nath Kovind that elections to the
Lok Sabha and the state assem-
blies should be held together to
start with, and the local body
elections should be synchronised
later, BJP president JP Nadda said.
A BJP delegation, including
Nadda and Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav, met
Kovind and committee mem-
bers NK Singh and Sanjay
Kothari. The BJP leaders handed
over a written memorandum to
the committee, a Law Ministry
statement said. “The party
pledged its support to the con-
cept of One Nation, One
Election,” the statement read.
After meeting the commit-

tee,Nadda told reporters that the
Representation of the People Act
should be amended after build-
ing a “consensus” to enable si-
multaneous elections. He added
that the party supports the idea
of a common electoral roll and
Voter ID for all elections.

He said the Model Code of
Conductisalwaysin forceinsome
partof the country or the other, af-
fecting administration and “good
governance”. He said frequent
polls lead to a “financial burden”
on parties and the government
and this becomes a cause of “cor-
ruption”. He said security forces,
teachers, health department staff
and administrative services offi-
cers are deployed in large num-
bers for election duty, leading to
their work being affected. In the
memorandum, Nadda wrote the
BJP wanted the state election
commissions to continue holding
panchayat elections.

Swami Prasad Maurya quits SP, likely to float his own party

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY 20

NEARLY A week after resigning
from the post of Samajwadi
Party general secretary alleging
“discrimination” and accusing
party chief Akhilesh Yadav of ig-
noring the “Pichda, Dalit and
Alpasankhyak” (PDA) people,
Swami Prasad Maurya on
Tuesday quit the party.

Maurya, 70, whoalsoresigned
as a Member of the Legislative
Council, alleged that Akhilesh
Yadav’s “secularism” has been ex-
posed as he had defied “sama-
Jjwadi(socialist)ideology” by con-
ducting a puja at a party office,
“putting even the BJP to shame”.

While Maurya said he would
reveal his future plan at a public

Swami Prasad Maurya in
Lucknow on Tuesday. P11

meeting in Delhi on Thursday,
sources said he could float his
outfit, like he had done in 2016
after leaving the BSP.

In his resignation letter ad-
dressed to Akhilesh Yadav,
Maurya wrote: “I got the oppor-
tunity to work under your lead-
ership in a cordial atmosphere.
However, after the February 12

dialogue and my letter of
February 13, no dialogue was ini-
tiated from your side. Thatis why
[ am submitting my resignation
letter from the primary member-
ship of the Samajwadi Party.”

On February 23, Maurya had
resigned from the post of SP gen-
eral secretary. On why he quit
the Samajwadi Party, Maurya,
referring to Akhilesh Yadav, said:
“His secularism has been ex-
posed. The one who gave the slo-
gan of PDA, has punctured it.
How can a person who is in the
dark can show light to others?.”

Alleging that Akhilesh had
lost his way, Maurya said, “The
one who is neither on this side
or that, what will he show the
road to others?”

Hitting out at the SP leader-
ship for recently organising a

puja at the party office, Maurya
said: “SP people have lost their
socialism way. I had seen Netaji
Mulayam Singh Yadav also and
started my political career under
him, but he never worked against
the Constitution. He worshipped
in his own house for hours but
used to forget about organising
puja at the party office. He never
visited a temple. However, today;,
the Samajwadi Party has started
the tradition of organising puja
at the party office.”

Questioning Akhilesh’s sec-
ular credentials further, Maurya
said that Akhilesh had left even
the BJP behind by performing
the puja. “Even the BJP never
performs a puja in its party of-
fices... What kind of secular peo-
ple are they (SP)? They organised
a puja of Bhagwan Shaligram at

the party office. Their secularism
has now been seen by the entire
country, world and society.”

“BJP bhi inke puja ke samne
sharma gayi hogi ki baji maar gaye
Akhilesh Yadavji (Akhilesh Yadav
has put even the BJP to shame
with this puja),” he added.

Asking Akhilesh to take a les-
son from uncle Shivpal Singh
Yadav,Maurya said thataslongas
Ram Gopal Yadav declared him-
self the leader of Samajwadi Party,
the party would have dark future.

A prominent non-Yadav OBC
face of Uttar Pradesh politics,
Maurya had quit the Yogi
Adityanath Cabinet ahead of the
2022 Assembly elections and
joined the SP. He was known to
take on the SP for around two
decades, initially asa member of
the BSP and later the BJP.

Dimple: Maurya
didn’t win poll,
still made MLC

Lucknow: Saying that the SP lead-
ership “respects and always re-
spected” Swami Prasad Maurya,
party MP Dimple Yadav on
Tuesday said that after he failed
towinin the Assembly elections,
he was nominated by the party
to the UP Legislative Council.
Reacting to Maurya’s resigna-
tion, Dimple, the wife of SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav, said: “Swami
Prasad Maurya... failed to win his
seat. Despite that, Samajwadi
Party made him MLC and sent
him to the Legislative Council...
We respect him and have always
respected him,” shesaid. ENS
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WHO launches digital health platform
agreed upon in India’s G20 presidency

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

ACHIEVING ONE of the three pri-
ority areas agreed upon during
India’s G20 presidency in 2023,
the World Health Organization
(WHO) Tuesday launched the
GlobalInitiative on Digital Health
(GIDH) virtually, a platform for
sharing knowledge and digital
products among countries.

At the launch of GIDH, Union
Health Minister Mansukh Mand-
aviyaand India’s representative to
the UN Arindam Bagchi ad-
dressed the gathering.

The initiative will be a network
of networks with four main com-
ponents — country needs tracker,
country resource portal (amap of
resources available in a country),

transformation toolbox that will
share quality-assured digital tools,
and knowledge exchange.

Callingita“momentous day”,
Mandaviya said, “we have achiev-
ed the vision of establishing anin-
stitutional framework for digital
health. This was a key deliverable
of India’s G20 presidency that was
agreed upon in the Gandhinagar
meeting in the presence of Dr
Tedros (WHO director-general).
This is a testament to our shared
goal of digital health.”

He said the platform will help
in democratising digital health
technologies, especially for coun-
tries of the Global South. He also
urged the new director of WHO-
South East Asia Region Saima
Wazed to champion the implem-
entation of digital health. Mand-
aviya said the Ayushman Bharat

Digital Mission is working tow-
ards creating a seamless electronic
health record system in India.

Bagchi said that the pandemic
wias a catalyst for digital transfor-
mation, with India tracking cases
digitally along with managing the
largest vaccination drive through
its COWIN platform. He said the
platform allowed India to issue
digital, verifiable vaccination cer-
tificates. He spoke about Ayush-
man Bharat Digital Mission creat-
ing safe healthaccounts foralland
the teleconsultation platform E
Sanjeevni providing 140 million
consultations so far.

WHO DG DrTedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus: “GIDH will support
countries in three ways - by lis-
tening to their needs, by aligning
resources to avoid fragmentation
and overlap, and by providing

SC flays ex-judge for retaining case
file after retirement, quashes order

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

THE SUPREME Court termed as
“grossly inappropriate” the ac-
tion of a former High Court judge
who retained a case file for five
months after retirement, and
quashed the judgment pro-
nounced by him in the case.
“Retaining file of a case for a
period of five months after
demitting office is an act of gross
impropriety on the part of the
learned judge. We cannot coun-
tenance what has been done in
this case,” abench of JusticesAS

Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan said in its
February 13 order.

It pointed out that the single
judge who retired from the
Madras HC on May 26,2017, had
pronounced the operative part
of the judgment on April 17,2017.

“There were five weeks avail-
able for the learned judge to re-
lease the reasoned judgment till
the date on which he demitted of-
fice. However, the detailed judg-
ment running into more than 250
pages has come out after a lapse
of five months from the date on
which the learned judge demit-
ted the office. Thus, it is obvious
that even after the learned judge

demitted the office, he assigned
reasons and made the judgment
ready,” the SC said. The former
judge demitted office on May 26,
2017, and the detailed judgment
was made available on October 23
that year.

The court said, “We cannot
support such

quality assured products. Thereis
fragmentation and overlap be-
cause new tools are built without
following common standards or
shared vision. Health workers
should not have to carry different
devices for different diseases or
have to maintain both electronic
and physical records. We need
systems that can speak to each
other. Right now wheels are being
re-invented because of poor
knowledge sharing, sometimes
within countries.”

Tomas Lamanauskas, Deputy
Secretary-General of International
Telecommunication Union, said
while nearly half the world’s pop-
ulation might not have access to
health services they need, nearly
90% have access to a 3G connec-
tion showing the potential for dig-
ital health.

acts of impro-
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JUSTIFIES BUYING CRUDE OIL FROM RUSSIA

Moscow never hurt
India’s interests: EAM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

FOLLOWING THE conflict in
Ukraine, India’s energy suppliers
in West Asia gave priority to pro-
vide petroleum products to
Europe that paid higher pricesand
New Delhi did not have any op-
tion but to procure Russian crude
oil which in turn stabilised the
global energy market, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said.

In an interview to German
economic daily Handelsblatt,
Jaishankar also suggested that
India was open to play the role
of a mediator to end the Russia-
Ukraine conflict if approached,
but at the same time, said New
Delhi does not believe that it
should initiate anything in this
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direction on its own.

He asserted that just as India
does not expect Europe to have
a view of China that is identical
to New Delhi's, Europe should
understand that India cannot
have a view of Russia that is
identical to the European one.

Jaishankar said India has had
a “stable” and “very friendly” re-
lationship with Russia, and that
Moscow never hurt New Delhi's
interests. “We, on the other hand,
had a politically and militarily
much more difficult relationship
with China, for example,” he said.

Jaishankar said, “When the
fighting started in Ukraine,
Europe shifted a large part of its
energy procurement to the

Middle East (West Asia) — until
then the main supplier for India
and other countries.”
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priety  and,
therefore...only
option is to set
aside the impu-
gned judgment

FOLICE NREADQUARITERS, CRAAAILN TToGARM,

ATAL NAGAR, NAVA RAIPUR

nNna a

No. PHQ/P&P/Sec.-10/P-1/880/2024

Sealed tenders are being invited by the Director General of Police, Chhattisgarh on behalf of Governor of Chhattisgarh
from manufacturers (OEM) Or authorized firm of manufacturer (only one firm) for the following items.

Notice Inviting ITender
Raipur, Dated: 16/02/2024

and remit the | [ >-No-

casestoHC fora

Name of Ttem
1 "B.P. Jacket (Stand-alone Configuration)

Qty.

EMDin Rs. |
700 Nos. |' - 7,00,000/-

. . ” Note-
fresh decision.

Quantity will be variable.

(In connection with appointment to the post of
Clerk pursuant to Employment Notice No. 01/2016)

CENTRALIZED SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT COMMITTEE
-CUM-DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE, PATNA

In view of Judgment dated 19.04,2023 passed by the Hon'ble Court in L.P.A. no.
650/2022 in CW.J.C. no. 6259/2019 with LPA, no. 657/2022 in CW.I.C. no.
21219/2018 with L.P.A. no. 661/2022 in CW..C.NO. 21219,/2018 as well as resolution
of the 'Centralized Selection & Appointment Committee’ dated 04.12.2023 and
11.01.2024 duly approved by the Hon'ble Court vide letter no. §937/A.0.(Misc.)
Section dated 31.01.2024, the list of twenty-five (25) petitioner/ candidates selected
for their appointment to the post of Clerk in the Civil Courts of Bihar pursuant to the
Employment Notice No. 01/2016 is published on the website of the Civil Courts, Patna
with their place of posting.

The Appointment letter of selected candidates will be issued by the concerned
District & Sessions Judges of Bihar after approval of the list of aforesaid twenty

. Of Bihar

OFFICE OF THE CONVENOR,

The tender offer in the prescribed tender form along with all the relevant documents sealed and completed in all the
respect, must be submitted as per the schedule below -

SCHEDULE FOR TENDER

DIG of Police(P&P), block no 03, Koom No. 509
Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Sector 19, Nava Raipur.

1170572024 tll 05.00 pm

five(25) candidates by the Hon'ble Court.
This information is available on www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar also

(RUPESH DEO)
CONVENOR,
Centralized Selection and
Appointment Committee -cum-
District & Sessions Judge, Patna

Judges Court Road, Civil Courts, Patna
P.0.- Bankipore, Dist.- Patna (800004)
Official Website: - https://patna.dcourts.gov.in

91 9§ 99+ 91 & U & SUAR, §¢ Udhed IR yRaR 9 WR|

a)| Address for submission
of Tender Document:-

bk 12
Govt. -7 of Bihar

Public Health Engineering Department

b) Last Date and Time of
Submission on Bids

c¢) Place, Time and Date of
opening Technical Bid :-

Block no 3, Room No0.309 Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Sector 19, Nava Raipur.
11/03/2024 at 4:00 pm

Shall be intimated later.

Public Health Engineering Division, Lakhisarai

RE-TENDER NIT No —02/PHED/LKR/2023-24-R1 (SBA) d
SHORT TENDER NOTICE

Mational Competitive Bidding
(Through e-procurement mode on www.eproc. bihar.govin)

Place, Time and Date of
opening Financial Bid :-

e) Date till which the bid to
remain valid

180 days from the scheduled date of submission of the Bid. The validity period will be
extended with mutual consent.

PR. No. D17891 (LAW) 2023-24

“Note:- 1. In case of tender opening date being declared as holiday, tenders will be opened on next working day.
2. Tender documents can be downloaded from our website www.cgpolice.gov.in and at the time of submission of]
document tender fee of Rs. 3000/- will be paid in the form of DD of State Bank of India/ Scheduled Bank (other

Designation and Address of
e Executive Engineer, P.H.Division, Lakhisarai

. Advertiser than Cooperative Bank) payable at Raipur in favour of Director General of Police, Chhattisgarh, Police .
2 | Date.afiesneof Tender Notice | 15.02.24 Headquarters, Atal Nagar Raipur Or State Govt. Challan of R's.3000/— to be deposited in the Head of A/c- 0055- ot . H“rﬂl wnrks nﬂpartment
: | Police-800-other receipt. Tender fee is non refundable and can't be exempted in any condition. 3
3 Period of sale {downloading) of 28.02.2024 to 05.03.2024 up tol5:00 Hrs. through 3. Modification/Amendments/Corrigendum, if any shall not be advertised on the news paper but shall be published ES ‘_;JEH Short Notice Inviting Re-tender {No.-RWD/PMGSY/HQ/ET/-23-24/43)
tender Bid Document www.enrac?.bihar.rov.in in the aforesaid web site only and the time of submission of bid will also be extended if required. _ s
i i 4. If any bidder sends tender documents through Courier/Speed post, the tender documents will be accepted till 03.00 BLWEA  Rural Works Department, Bihar invites Percentage rate Tender on behalf of Governor
. Date, time & place of pre-bid 29.02.24 at 11.30 hrs. brs in the Office of Executive Engineer pm on 11/03/2024 at Block no.3, Room No.309 Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Sector 19, Nava Raipur only. of Bihar (through e-procurement system) from bona fide, approved and eligible Contractors

Received tender documents in any other address at PHQ on stipulated date and time, will not be accepted. registerad with RWD/RCD/CPWD/MES/ Railways/Other State/Central Govt, departments for the

following PMGESY-III works including maintenance for five years after construction of roads and
Bridges.

meeting of P H. Division , Lakhisarai.
f— — - — — — - Sd/_
D.I.G. of Police (P&P)

For-Director General of Police

| Last date and time of recei
5 B 06.03.2024 up to 17:00 Hrs on www.eproct bihargowin 57920

(uploading) of tender = = — [
i [ 07.03.2024 up to 15:00 hrs in the Office of the Pachage hanmh :m?""wtm MH:::! R
| - e . (District | Block Bridge Mame of Rosd | Bridge {inkmy . | Payable to
| : ST : : No. {Rs. in Lakhs| LU
g | Last date and time of submission of | A. Executive Engineer of PH. Division, Lakhisarai m aH ‘?ﬁ Can ara Bank i mp i IR || Works Divsion
hard copy of EMD [in eriginal). B . Superintending Engineer of PH. Circle, Begusarai. N YT 3 9w il e M S 1] 2 1 | 4 | 3 : g : L 2 G 11
et Erg - | RAJGIR BRANCH N e Synaisase RLCG FATENGA 0 GHURGHURA o
C. Zonal chief Engineer of Bhagalpur Zone Bhagalpur tlacah: | ks [P e, | TRARCEMMOCE M TIMEATE | Syt | ‘aveh 168 | 258 | Wore Division
Date and time of opening of POSSESSION NOTICE (SECTION 13 (4)) (For Immovable Property) [ 36 | GHURGHURA TOLA ST EH-1.200 | L : 3 b
s . | | T
Gl RN 07.03.2024 &t 16:00Hrs on www.eprocd bihargowin Whereas: The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Canara Bank under Securtisation And = MRLOS-PATENGA T0 GHLURGHURA | EE. FOvD,
f Reconsiruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (Act 54 of 2002) (hereinafter 2| traria | Araria EH";HH " |eridge | TOLAROC BRIDGE ATPATERGATD | 26.20 | 13056 121 | 393 | Warks Dhisien,
2 ate and time of cpening of To be informed later after the approval of technical bid. referred to as " the Act") and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the f GHURGHLIRA TOLA AT CH-2 700KM | Braria
financial bid Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued a Demand Notice Dated 06/11/2023 calling upon the PR TRICTLE AR I L ' )
borrower Mis Vikash Kumar, Proprietor - Sn Vikash Kumar Slo Sn Upendra Prasad to repay the amount 3| A | amra | PPORPRR o TTM::::H-:T':&T::ﬂTg?:r 1590 | 1678 | 72 | 34 '.i.l.'ni-lr:-;.;':rl::lm-
9. Details of works: mentioned in the notice, being Rs. 30,29,471.48 Lakh (Rupees Thirty lakhs twenty nine thousands four # MOKSODOR] TOLA TAE AT CH - : e
S W i i fus int, her char n fr h f 1. BO0K
Schemes for habitations left cut under "Har Ghar nal Ka Jai” nischay yojna in areas having ground The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower and the public in o Araria | e | BPOLPSR fpi, | MAGANFURRCCPRBEM PAUSI 150 | 16203 | 420 | 330 | Werks Division,
water quality issues; with Electric Driven Pumps and Arsenic Removal Treatment Plant having general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of " | R e Araria
Technology (Adsorption/ lon exchange/ Mermbrane/ Nane Technology/ etc.) certified by CSIR or any powars conferred on him / her under section 13 {4) of the said Act, read with Rule 8 & 9 of the said Rula an WAL 13- LAHEA NGLI TC —
other institute of national repute. |n the District of Lakhisaral, Bihar on turn -key basis with & months this 16th February 2024 ;| hrarg | FOrDEE | BROIPSR 1| MANEPURBURIARCCBRIDGEAT | . o | e P ml_kz':l*w
Trial Run Period and Comprehensive Oparatio n and Maintenance of 60 manths under Mukhyamantrl The Borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautionad not o deal with the property and any o " HH&HGI::—LD1H:1':::R:UH el Foebisgan|.
_,_.:_ramem F.E,”a| Mlﬂ.cha,f. vojna Iﬂuallw Aﬁer_mdl dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of Canara Bank fE]i' an amount Rs. 24,65,413.40 = — g mur__;m;w;l e — T .
—| u R i (Rupees Twenty Four Lakhs sixty five thousands four hundreds thirteen and paisa fourty only) 5| arana | FOBSE | BROIRSR | BRIDGE ATTOL-NIRPURTO | 17.50 | 13895 | 268 | 268 | werks Dhision,
s “"'5":'"’ '““' _ . (R=.19,56,802 in A/C No-4569261000032, Rs.2,96.007.92 in A/C Mo 4569755000002, Rs.2,12,603.48 in A/C N ___"'T . | KULAHARTYS AT CH-A00KM | | | Ferhisganj
: Costof | BSEDC No 4568603000032 ) and interest there on, Date and Tirme for Downloading of Bidding Documents : From 23.02.2024 (09:30 AM) te 01.03.2024
Estimat '“""'-J;”'“ Tender iy RO The Borrower's attention is invited to the provisions of Section 13 (8) of the Act, in respect of time available, to [12:00 Noon)
Mo of éﬂd E,],eu,-,,_,m Document. | Proces ol rEdE'E:I‘_I"I “'_‘E secured assels, Last date and Time of Online Bid Submission ¢ 01.03.2024 up to 15:00 Hours.
Gr ol e G A i B Feriod Description of the Immovable property : Sale Deed No. - 3005, Dated - 08.06.2018, Bock No. - 1, Vol. No. - lincluding Scanned copy of Affidavits)
sl Block | Panchayat | Ward Mo h:. oot ® 1 fin 47, Serial No. - 3038, Free Hold Commercial property situaled at Thana No. - 485, Ward No. - 05, Khata No. -| 1 gnline Bid 0pening Date and Time  01.03.2024 at 15:30 Hours.
Lakh) | { in Lakh}|refundable) [in menthe) 162, Khasra No. - 2728, Mauza - Rajgir, Tauji No. - Binar Govt, PS - Rajgir in the name of Sri Vikash Kumar S/o Place, date and time of Pre-Bid Meeting . 27.02.2024 from 15:00 Hours.
W fs. i) Sn Upendra Prasad, Area-03.00 decimal, Boundary as per Sale deed no 3005 - North : Payen, South : Niz (Office of Respective Warks Circle, RWD Engineer-In-Chief-cum-
[ 1 [ | 3a (Vendor), East - Shabo Devi, West - Branch Road . For further details please visit : www.state.bihar.govin/prdbihar  Additional Commissioner-cum-
l Sale Deed No. -3027, Dated : 09.06.2018, Book No. -1, Vol, No. -48, Serial No. - 3060 - Free Hold Commercial PR- 017674 (RWD) 2023-24 Special Secretary, RWD, Bihar, Patna
d 44 property situated at Thana No. - 485, Ward No. 05, Khata Mo, - 162, Khasra No. - 2728, Mauza - Rajgir, Tauji No. = ~ 5
E | Surajgarha [k | . - Bihar Govt, PS - Rajgir in the of Sri Vikash Kumar S/o Sri Upendra Prasad , Area-03.00 decimal, Boundary 2] H 99+ Pl & Th _E?l L EIES %E HAhod HIF QI.?IIIQ H 9
sl | P [ = o o 2 = £ as per Sale deed no 3027 - North - Furchaser in same plot, South - Niz (Vendor), East - 5abo Devi, Wast -
L ) a3 8 | &8 2] e feer sienfire &= faer wfer
|_5_ 164 ™ i E & E Movable Property - Vehicle Registration No : JHO1DC 3835, VEHICLE MODEL : MARUT! WAGONR VX1
_ | AMT, Color ; Silky Silver, Vehicle ID/IChasis No. : MASEWDE1S00ES8633, Engine No. : K10BMN5037694, Fuel WA o, W s, qdl T A9 9e-e00004
| & | 174 Type : Petrol, Name of title holder of all the above Propeties -5ri Vikash Kumar S/o Sri Upendra Prasad S Website www.biadabiharin, Email -www.biada-bib@gawin Phane/ Fax : 0612-2675152/ 2675296/ 2675885
' ' - FegerTeli gAfAfaEr amiEm yEa dwn -25/BIADA/2023-2024
7 184, . e
; M | i R0 Sl Authorised Officer (Canara Bank) (@dd_e-Procurement g https:/eproc?. bibar.gov.in)
| | : 9 %1612
| 2 | 18 | | Office of Mission Director, National Health Mission, Uttarakhand ¢ PR T o
3 | 9 Uttarakhand Health & Family Welfare Society, DoMHFW, Uttarakhand Govt. 'E}:EF"" TR ¥4 o g, S
— 3rd Floor, Directorate of Health, Dandalakhond, 2 A FETEE W e e ~ fEo-26.02.2024 l rI'H-I].t-l{I'I.-I W IRIE 300 TH TF
L * ] Surajgarha | Budhauli |2 % Sahastradhara Road, Dehradun — 248001, Phone (https://eprocd bihar. govin )
o & z T - SIS
e _5_' | s |j_ v EUE § § | E % Ref. No. - 3118/NHMUK/HR/2023-24/E-53994(3T1-C) Drate~-20/02/ 2024 TR L e -gir;s.fr'"‘rm. Igz:rj]ngmaeicgm e, FET HEA,
! & | | [ 3F | E4 ! = | E E MNational Health Mission, Uttarakhand invites applications for the following state level vacant posts from M fgm & e, w4
| 7 | 36 | eligible candidates for an initial contractual appointment till 31st March, 2025 and further renewal shall 3. ffte smeite o o siftm ffr on foo-09.03,2024 o ¥99EA 500 4 o6
BN |' e | be subjected to continuation of NHM/! Approval from Goll Performance Appraisal. This appointment shall (hittps: feproc bikar. mov.in )
] fro—11.03. 2024 T = A 300 FEEET e fER
| o | | purely be on contractual basis. 5, T o o A @ oo e ol ooy 93 @ :.'f‘I::IFJ':=h ::r_.ﬂ E.:r Y H.Q:E._.I “;Hu ,Hr '_i:j!._.: g, e
| Sr. No. of Remuneration e ofit o el ot i FilE, e ol e e e A :
2 Category Name of the post w A5 W O, TE-4
2 | 3 | . N, :f:sﬂt:t thFvagant post b, TR A e e O —  Fito-11.03.2024 7 FTEA 330 TR
1 l‘B Fl 0 7 &= -.-"| I l’i,".. EEET .h .\.F-- ¥ e =t
— | : : I 1. | Sr.Consultant CPHC 1 70,000 h, Rl St st o R v o dhfbd i sl I
2 7B 1 wekaing higgs:eproct.bibar gov.in)
3 | Chanan | Lakhochak [ .o B a i 2 = 2 2. | Program Officer - HR 1 40,000 B, ffar e o o 2} e
ac —— b o = g z SPMU 3. | Programme Officer Legal PNDT 1 35,000 o & 3 faael
q 5 . - -
| 4 | 108 | = = E el E 4. | Urban Health Manager/ Program Manager - NUHM 1 35,000 B0 | | & Widstan | ®yEA &1 | ahere fem | R sfen el &1
| 5 | d0c ' 5. | State Finance Manager 1 70,000 - i w1 o MG | il ﬂﬁ[:. ED Hﬂa:[?mﬂ
! ' | | Uinling o BSEDC
| & 158 6. | Assistant Engineer (Civil Construction) - 2 Pay minus Pension e & g § 723 3| i i 10000+ A iggrare o
HI W Tk | ; Y - . a et ‘-'l
| 1 I 118 | I AEI;'HII-IH'I One each for Garhwal region and Kumaaon region L. Apgnd :L v st | PEAELATE | 848,500 :-Jh;lllauai]ﬁ:l Ilhl_l:g.__.__ure..; | dwE
Sl 1 | 5 o 1 1y <
7. | Junior Engineer (Electrical 1 35,000
| | | i | . B ( ) 1. H1E W TEEE W HE S O UEaEee B | ?TII.:"‘I gvit % feEfm = ammEr
ac-Ii | 3 Chanan | Kundar 3 | B & . = | 2 £ 8. | Program Manager (PM ABHIM) 1 50,000 R /W R W) W A Uere @ e 8 4 o wed # v 5E WReR §
M= — [ ] =
[ a | [ &g | 2 i g % 2 9. | Senior Consultant- Health Informatics 1 80,000 fireer S, au B &1 sred ah vaie=n (LOA)ure 89 & arg sfand g
| | 108 | - 2 SHSRC 10.| Team Leader- Community Process 1 70,000 11, a4 fraeef griesR & dawrse www biadabiharin/ T g oH-dud fiMmr & d9urse
I | i 1];] : | | 11.| Team Leader- Quality Assurance 1 70,000 :‘r'q"’;'_’;'_‘;i}fiﬁm-i%ﬂ"-?"EH“T-'T ‘|HHIM; BT & e Qr-lﬂ”'i .11.1 e wrd ow fAfi ‘""_El" SRl
: : : . A ey on el & o anresmerd O wud e favd o e e @ analen anefE | urg
e = . : s - - 12.| Advisor — Heailth System Strengthening 1 Pay minus Pension s ¥ ( 2 '
For further details please visit website www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar e g SR o e e R T e
AN - The application must reach at the above mentioned address upto 06/03/2024 by 04:00 PM through 12, W __f'ﬁr Tt T Fer FIAET & i (AT e SR a7 QU R R R
5 E_ i Indian Speed Post/ Indian Registered Post only. Applications sent through any other mode will not be Tﬁ‘_"' : 'T‘T AT T Hﬁ‘_""‘ % qaage www.biadabihar.in 9% Suit o W
Public Health Division T ; / ekt Sl 2R3 15T 758 2 & Ffes § HOgE & FIE 519§ T8l &0 |
: : ' accepted. Applications received after last date shall not be entertained. For eligibility, age limit, L T L R T T
PR-17666 (PHED ) 2023-24 Lakhisarai. Clualifications and other details, kindly check the details available on the website www.nhm.uk.gowv.in PR. No. 017708 (B&C) 2023-24 R .i.ﬂ..."
TaeEm | Y"1 =g, 4 9 w9 3199 Mote: - All posts are purely contractual and non-transfarable. These posts can be cancelled! increased/ T T 1_.M —
wafee fTemaa 56 =6T 9% g9 ©HE ITad] AT T TE W decreased anytime by the competent authority o e - T ww.state. .gov.in/p . ar o & 2 n g |
elcs Wl oi— 15545 ZT 1800 345 6268 National Health Mission, Uttarakhand 91 ¥ 994 &1 & Uh & SUER, g8 Whed IR TRaR A WR|
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¢ 10% Maratha quota

and this warrants granting reservation to Maratha
community in excess of 50 per cent.

In the Assembly, Shinde said there are 22 states
that have over 50 per centreservation. These include
Tamil Nadu (69%), Haryana (67%), Bihar (75%).

Currently, Maharashtra has 52 per cent reserva-
tion-SC(13%); ST(7%),0BC(19%), Vimukt Jati (3%),
Nomadic Tribe B (2.5%), Nomadic Tribe C (3.5%);
Nomadic Tribe D (2%); and Special Backward Classes
(2%).Besides, 10 per cent is reserved for the EWS cat-
egory and with the addition of 10 per cent for
Marathas, total reservation in the state will reach
72%.

The commission arrived at the conclusion that
the Maratha population accounts for 28 per cent in
the state.

The Bill said the state government “on the basis
of the exhaustive study by the Commission on var-
ious aspects regarding the Maratha community, the
empirical, quantifiable and contemporary data, facts
and statistics set out therein,” decided that the
Maratha community is a Socially and Educationally
Backward Class and shall be specified as such un-
der Article 342A(3) of the Constitution of India and
to provide reservation for that class under Articles
15(4), 15(5) and 16(4) of the Constitution.

The commission report recommended that the
Maratha community needed a separate denomina-
tion of percentage, distinct and separate from exist-
ing reserved categories and left it to the state gov-
ernment to decide the percentage of reservation for
the Maratha community.

Shinde described the Bill as historicand bold and
said it would survive the test of law. “As the head of
the government, I have always maintained a positive
mindset towards demands of every community, not
only of Marathas. There will be no threat to the reser-
vation of any community,” he said.

With concerns being raised on the Bill clearing
the legal test since the Supreme Court in 2021 had
struck down a similar move to provide reservation
toMarathas who had been described as socially and
educationally backward, Shinde said, “We are giving
this reservation by clearing all legal obstacles. There
are many states that have gone beyond the
(Supreme Court-mandated) limit of 50 per cent. We
are confident that this government will be success-
fulinsafeguarding the reservationin court,” he said.

But after the Bill cleared both Houses, Maratha
quota activist Manoj Jarange-Patil said, “This reser-
vation is not acceptable to us. We have been de-
manding that we should be given a quota in the OBC
category. But the government has given usa separate
reservation whichis exceeding the 50 per cent ceil-
ing and will not stand the scrutiny of the law. This s
a betrayal and is being done considering the polls.
Marathas will not trust you. The community will
benefit only from a law on ‘sage soyare’ demand.”

Gout. :* of Bihar - .
U |
i Bihar Museum Society, Patna
H I w k n .I .[ (Department of Art, Culture & Youth)
“ra nr s anar men e Applications are invited for engagement of Research associate for one year on
4 2 o ' Contract basis for a project on “Momination of Chhath Puja in the
Notice Inviting Tender (No.-RWD/MMGSY(AWSESH)/HQ/ET/2023-24/31) UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Herltage”.
- ; ; The Bihar Museum, Patna fulfils the need of a world-class museum with the inclusion of
The Government of Bihar has applied for a loan/credit through the Govt, of India (Gol), to the New Development Bank (NDB), iateobilisat technilogses of audicaneisl pratentaton Tor increased visitor expetisrie, This
for Bihar Rural Roads Project (Phase-Il) (Mukhya Mantri Gram Sampark Yojana- AWSESH) and intends to apply the funds to cover eligible museum marks a new milestone in the museum movement of the country. The rich and glorious
payments under the contracts for construction of works as detailed in the Table-1. history of Bihar, of the early period, virtually represents the history of India. The political upheavals
) ) . ) o i and socio-religious developments that took place had a rippling effect on the lives of people residing
Engineer-in-Chief, Rural Works Department, on behalf of Governor of Bihar invites, SBD based Percentage rate tender in in different parts of the vast Indian sub-continent. Thus, a museum that told this glorious saga of the
electranic tendering system under Mukhya Mantri Gram Sampark Yojana-AWSESH for each of the following works including their land was long overdue. The Bihar Museum is working on the dossier for the Nomination of Chhath
maintenance for five years from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with RWD/RCD/CPWD/MES /Railways/Other Puja in the UNESLO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. For the propased project,
Bihar Musewm iz inviting applications for working as a Research Associatefor one year on a Contract
State/Central Govt. departments. bi hasis.
_ - Table-1 Total No. of Posts: 1
Description of the Works [CONSTRUCTION AND g b e || r | Earnest | Amount Gender: Male f Female
51, o MAINTENANCE OF ROADS |4) / BRIDGES (B)] Length |~ | Amoant | MOneY | Payable to Age: 22-35yrs
Mo, i (Kna) Imf: I ::" I"T““ Payable*® Works Stipend: 36,000 per month [consclidated)
From To {in Lacs} Uik intacs) | tacs) | Division Type: On contract initially for 12 Manths. It may be extended as per requirement, and
1 3 3 P 5 & ; B 9 10 based on performance.
MMGSY{AWSESH)- a1 Bajrang Ball Mandir ¥osi Bardh 0870 a7 800 2 380 105 080 Applicants are requested to submit their application along with their profile and
2 NDB-BREP2-582- Sdres Farua K : ' 4146 | Phulparas documents and superscribe the envelope with Research Associate to the Director General, Bihar
PHULPARAS A2 ; Ghar Kosi Bandh 0.850 23,690 B.540 102,230 ' MMuseum, to be submitted by Speed Post/Registerad Post/by hand at the Office of the Director
General, Bihar Museum, Nehru Path, Patna - 800001, latest by 5" March 2024 For further details and
I
Tl . L LA B0 L L] L eligibility please log on the website hittp://biharmuseum.org/ http://www.state.bihar.gov.in/
MMGSY(AWSESH)- arhaB TS - prabihar/ https://state bihar.gow.in/yac [Ranbeer Singh Rajput)
2 NDB-BRRP2-583- Al Neur Road Neur Purvi Patti 1.450 15&.440 13.010 163.450 3.383 | Phulparas For further details please visit : www.state. bihar.gov.in/prdbihar Additional Director-Admin
PHULPARAS PR- 017749 (Youth & Art) 2023-24 Bihar Museum
Total 1 1.450 156,440 13.010 169.450 3.389 LN, -
71 a- ch IOV, @ Hdhod VT Ei'ﬁﬂ'ri{ T
MMGSY| AWSESH)- Al 5h 52 Huszain Madir House O Mohar fha 0690 £3.070 Sa060 88130 3 _ﬂl Ed -g 2 "ﬁ i - ! -'f-l
3 MDE-BRRP2-5B4- 2.495 Benipatti
BENIPATTI Al Bechan Mandal Reo Road 0.320 33.910 2.710 36.620 R
Total 2 1.010 116,980 7.770 124,750 2,455
ParL:A Bishanpur Purwari Tal
Al Dhobkighatta 1,100 115800 6.910 126,710 :
MMGSY(AWSESH) I Lo Heuse OF Mukesh Das gl J9d49 ';FH?::H, T+ ﬁ_q.f.u.l ﬁ"HT"T, gl
Part-B :
4 MNDB-BRRP2-585- 6658 B £t 3d IE—:] |a ] q ﬂ 7 | ;H
BENIPATTI Construction of RCC Box Bridge at Span 3x6.0x4.5m P T
Bl "":;I:';' 'Emmp’" Dh"_"h{_"'ll":“” E"“hfn"ﬂ':'": E:I: ol i (o et i 5% WA & UHiE 605 fAiE 07.02.2024 S FHET T SRR E-RYE aEEn
sian r M ars ol Rouse o UEes a5 i . poup
o A:F_ma;h sty TEAT 023/ 202324 W P wE B, e Hosmo Ho—oi7072 (BCD) 2023-24 &, it weifia
Total T 1160 | 324.800 8.100 332900 | 6.658 o BY Sy fArr f e 2, o e
MMGSY ([ AWSESH)- H/O ram #0) e lEa ol HE'TEII.'I Ferfay
5 NDB-BRRP2-586- | Al | Chandrathakur Datak Lala Tal 1.750 201.260 12.910 214170 | 4283 | Benipatti o) TR S A Till 92.03.2024 15:00 hours Till 03.03.2024 25:00 hours
o he = ™ r%q%ﬁthqwa:? Till 04.03.2024 15:00 ho 11.03.2024 till 15:00 h
F, ] E®ATER A L il .03 2034 15: urs 103,204 till 15: ours
Tatal | 1 1.750 201.260 12.910 214.170 4.283 () S R OE E
MMGSY| AWSESH) - Al Bise Thakur House Chupal Tol 0.550 &67.910 4980 72.890 3 GHATT S T Am Only on website
L3 MNDB-BRAP2-5B87- Malha Tal (Krhuaght Malah 1.788 Benipatti waw.eproc? bihar govin
Al School 0.150 14,990 1513 16.503
BEMIPATTI Tal) 3 NE G E e R 05.03, 2034 15:00 howrs 12.03.2024 15:00 hours
Tatal 2 0.700 82,900 6,493 £9.393 1.788 . . 1'*_*“' .
— Basko Madhwapur ; 2 g 6| Tl fAfen @ ook e g | 27.02.2024 15:00 hours at SE, | 05.03.2024 15-00 hours at SE, SBC,
A Barham Sthan Road ol e A T SB8C, BCD patna And BCD patna And
MMGSY|AWSESH) - Part-B 28.02. 2024 at CE [patna] office, 06.03 2024 at CE (patna) office,
7 NDB-BRRP2-588- Construction of RCE Bridge Span 3x6.043.5m at 5112 | Benipatti - oo oo GHCD Viswestaraya ihawl pali. | BCOCNTsweoviArayer Siiear pina
BENIPATTI Bl | Ch.-400m in Barham Sthan to Basko Madhwapur | 19.70m | 179.880 1.220 181.100 8| Wi i “;FEE"' R After decision of technical Bid
Resadd : L ST :
Approach Road-50.00m I i & 120 days 120 days
Total ol | 11 0.640 | 249.380 6.200 255580 | 5.112 ¥ ¥R} e Vi _
Kothiva Durga g www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar @ 1 == @ W £
Al Bharam 1.430 15571 11.420 167.140 :
AWSESH) Asthan WIS AFTE
MMGSY|AWSESH) - : :
r Fl o I 4 r ]
8 NDB-BRRP2-589- | A2 H“””;;;:"‘W phaata ’T";”Ish"“k“""" 0.720 74.700 £.240 80940 | 9251 |Ihanjharpur PR. No. 017802 (BCD) 2023-24 UeH "9 UHSA, T
JHANIHARPLIR - . - ~ 4 -,
A3 Khaira Olipur Yadav Tol 0.970 135.260 7.510 143.170 TIMHE & =Y freEm, ?j.?h‘.-'lﬁ & =Y NG|
A4 Mahinathpur West Bhairay Asthan Road 0G50 65800 5510 71.310
Tatal 4 3.770 431.480 31080 452.560 §.251
TP — S Bihar Medical Services & Infrastructure Corporation Lid., Patna
g NDE-BRRP2-590- Al Fl'-!JFitRﬂ Iijﬂ" i a[;:: ! TE:"" hE' E_"r'E' 1.170 120,250 10,130 130,380 2608 | Ihanjharpur (A& Govt, of Bihar Undertaking) ﬁ
IHANIHARPUR e L 2nd & 3rd Floor, Swasthya Bhawan, Behind IGIMS, Sheikhpura, Bihar, Patna
Phone: -+91 612 2283289, Fax: - +91 612 2283289
Tos . L 1 o R oL B . Mail: md-bmsicl-bih@nic.in, bmsiclinfra@gmail.com
MMGSY({AWSESH)- MiLzaffareur Website: -www.bmsicl.gov.in
14 MDEB-BRRP2-591- Al MH-77 Road Dharhi Anandkar Tol 0450 L1650 6.540 L8.190 1.154
e - Al Ansnarar feE East-] SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Total 1 0.450 51.650 6.540 58190 1.164 N.LT No.-BMSICL/Infra/03/2024 Date -19/02/2024
MMGE‘i‘{AWSH]- ) R T T I 1. Bihar Medical Services & Infrastructure Corporation Limited (BMSICL) intends to Empanelment
11 MNOB-BRRP2-532- Al Mingsy R;:'T el lurawanpatti Sahtola 0471 74.010 4,900 79.000 1.580 Mu:aﬁ?zpur of contracting agencies for Development of Health and Wellness centres (HWCs) in the state of
MUZAFFARPUR EAST 1 : et Biharat the disclosed price of Rs. 2950.00 per SFT.
Tatal 1 0471 74.010 4,990 79.000 1,580 2. BMSICL invites bids in this regard from interested Contracting Agencies. Detailed terms and
Al MH-T12 Lahladpur Pargati Nagar 0.205 35 838 0.934 26.772 condiions may be viewed on the website https:/feproc? bihargov.in. The selection of
- g TR contractor is proposed in different categories based on, among ather things, their experience,
A2 Pngsy Patah) Rt inad 0.261 40436 1,189 41625 e s
Jagarnath Path No.2,3 p SR
MMGSY|AWSESH)- Naraull Chowk To e T ) Muzaffarpur 3. Scope of Work: The Scope of work under this includes Construction of Health and Wellness
Az HEEEERRSD oo A3 Budhnagra Path Bishunpur Chand 1.450 131.310 17.630 145,500 | 5328 Fast-1 Centres {HWC) at the identified locations across all the districts in the state of Bihar. The HWC's
MUZAFFARPUR EAST 1 Prgsy Path NhZ8 would primarily be built with pre-engineered/prefabricated structures, HWC s are envisaged to
ad Durga Mandir To Sarvoday Nagar Sherpur | 0.483 73 270 4 630 28 500 deliver expanded range of services that go beyond Maternal and child health care services to
Bagra Hasan include care for non -communicable diseases, palliative and rehabilitative care, Oral, Eve and ENT
g
Tatal a 7.399 271.954 74.443 796,397 5.92E care, mental health and first level care for emergencies and trauma , including free essential
LOSE - Rani Pokhar drugs and diagnostic services. The tentative list of proposed Health and Wellness Centres
Al | Tsk Read Meé Umesh I PEiTela 0511 70.140 4,980 75,120 proposed to be constructed in the state of Biharis as mentioned in this RFF.
MMGSY | AWSESH)- Mishea Ke Ghar Se Muzaffarpur 5l Category Cost of RFP EMD Bld Processing
13 NDE-BRRP2-584- " ; s 5.006 Mo, Document {in Rs.) Fae
Jila Yojana Se Mirmit East-1
i g A Al Pcc Path & Raj Tola Sarai 1.160 160,700 14,5040 175200 L
te a; an‘:nagar ajputana fota saralya ' ' ' Empanealment of contracting agencies for
— fadav Tola = d — I e e = — . Heafth and Wallness centars (HWCs) in the 11,800/ 10,00,000/ As Par
Total F 1.671 230840 19.480 250,320 5006 ’ | state of Bihar at the d-ﬂsr"lustd pri.:: gl Rs. ’ ) e B o-Proc?
Al GTSNY Road Kuswaha tola 0.518 50,930 7,460 £5.390 | 2950.00 per SOFT.
MMGSY | AWSESH)- Paed & Turki Gopal M Kah 4. schedule of Events
' | a2 el i) SIS AT EAINE | euisn 20,219 0,685 20.904 Muzaffarpur
14 MDE-BRRP2-595- Path Tala 3.858 i s E :
East-1 5L Event Description Timeline
MUZAFFARPLUR EAST 1 FI”H-':"" ||!|]|1pur - . Mo
Ad Baon Path Dhati Par Gangauliya 0.72% 53.580 10,040 103,630 o . . -
aghnagri Pat _ 1. | BidSubmission Star Date From 27,/02,/2024, 11:00 AM on https://eproc2 bihargowvin
Total 3 1397 17475 15185 192924 3.854 2. | Bid Submission Last Date Up to 05/03/2024, 05:00 PM on hitps:/feproc2 bihargovin
Makarandpur Khajuri 2 - Physical document [Original Affidavit
Al Ehajuri Tala Motanja 1000 101.930 10,290 112220 ¥ . 03200 P in the office of BRMSICL, P Ind & 3rd
MMGSY(AWSESH)- Road : : s 3. | B payment Receipt submission End | P C0 e, B e e e o
15 NDE-BRRP2-506- Al M mgsy Road Sakarwara Math Tola 0.570 61,680 4,930 GE.G10 5,853 East ; Date
MUZAFFARPUR EAST2 |~ | Mimgsy world Bank T o T e T s 4. | Technical Bid Opening Date | b6/03/2024, 03-30 PM on hittps:/feprac bihar.gov.in
agadi ' ' .
Road Note = i Interested bidders mray obtain further information ochowt this Notice inviting Tender (NIT)
Tatal 3 2.520 268,820 23.810 292,630 5.853 frowm the affice af BMSICL
hdinapur Pwd Road hdahdeiva Ram Tola i} Mo tender will be occepted after closing date and time in oy clircumstances,
MKGSY]| AWSESH) - Al Near Hanuman Chapahar Hanumamn 0.400 50.316 2,118 52.434 Muzaffarour 5, To participate in the e-tendening process, the bidder/ agency are required to get themselves
16 MNDB-BRRP2-597- haandir BAandir 2,500 Eas':-.l'p registered with Bihar Government Centralized e-Procurement partal, i.e.,
MUZAFFARPUR EAST 2 Dakshinwari Tola [Kodli https:/fwww.eproc2. bihargovin and contact the helpdesk at the following address, "mjunction
MNear H f 0.560 580 290 72.87 .
e A HoUseLr Fakiranal g e e.dd &evy services limited, Rl complex, 2nd Floor, Canara Bank Campus, khajpura, Ashiana Road, P.5- Shastri
Total | z 0.960 116.896 E.408 125.304 2.506 Magar, Fatna-200014, Toll Free No-180057 26571, Email-1D: eprocsupport@bihargowin,
House Of Satendra &, Bidders may alse downlead the tender documents (a complete set of documents is avallable on
MMGSY[AWSESH)- Al Reo Road Wishara U343 #9773 1.550 41.369 website) from e-Procurement Poertal (https:/feproc bihargoy, in) ard submit its tender by wsing the
17 NDE-BRRP2-508- A2 Reo Road Ara Sahni Tola 0.131 15.012 0.596 15 608 g735 | AUEENSEr downloaded documents.
MUZAFEARPUR WEST Dhar Paswan Ke Rishar Asthan feo Road | _ Wiest 7. The tender shall be accompanied by Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) as defined in this tender
A3 Ghar Tak Via Agan Badi 0.160 15917 2.842 28.759 document in the form of Bank Guarantee (BG) issued from any Scheduled Bank in favour of
Total 3 0620 30,708 = 028 85,736 1715 "Managing Directar, Bifar Medical Services & infrastructure Corporafion Limited’ payable at Patna,
MMGSY(AWSESH - - ' - ' EMD in any other form shall not be accepted,
it HDB-BERFI-EEE!- % Bheriyaki Nhpe Road Kivaet Dl At i {5546 o {Ab T 56tk hiuzaffarpur 3. Tender Processing Fee (TPF) armount for the sum of Rs. as per amount shown on eprocZ portal to be
MUZAFFARPUR WEST i E : > ; : F Wast paid by the bidder through onfine mode on https:/feproc2 . bihargowin.
9. Anon-refundable tender fee amount of Rs. 11,800/~ {Eleven Thousand Eight Hundred Rupees Only)
ot 1 b J2E230 L 1%0-T70 ERIF to be paid by the bidderthrough online mode only on eproc-2 portal
Al Gangauli School Yaday Tola 1.105 11144 16,540 126350 10. The technical bids must be submitted through e-Procurament Portal (https:/feproc? bihar govin) on
MMGSY(AWSESH)- | ., | Mustafapur Pmgsy o i 0.376 40387 3 418 42 705 _ or before the date and time specified in Clause 4 of the NIT. BMSICL doesn’t take any responsibility
13 NDE-BRRPZ-G00- Road 4356 |(Dalsinghsaraif fer the delay) Men-Submission of Tender! Non-Reconciliation of online Payment caused due te non
DALSING HSARAI a Mear House Of Koer Tola 0.409 44107 3 620 26,737 availability of Internet Connection, Network Traffic/ Holidays or any other reason.”
Ramswarath Roy 11. The bidders shall submit their eligibility and qualification details, Cerfificates as mentioned in the
Tatal 3 1.E90 195.844 21.97E 217.822 4356 tender document, in the online stamdard formats given in e-Procurement Portal
MMGSY | AWSESH) - (hittps: feprocd bihargovinfonly.
20 NDB-BRRP2-601- Al To4 Red Path Mikaspur Yadaw Tola 0.425 47.060 2.718 49.778 0996 |Dalsinghsarai] 12, The bidders shall upload the scanned coples of all the relevant certificates, documents etc., as
DALSINGHSARAI required in support of their eligibility criteria/ technical bids and other certificate fdocuments in the
Total 1 0.425 47.060 2.718 49.778 0.996 e-Procurement Portal [https:/feproc2 bihar.govin).
o Purd Boad Mear el i ein Sk ciEdy 13. The Bidding documents shall be submitted in the mode as mentioned below:
achupur , : 3 i : x :
MMGSY(AWSESH) - thorha Pokhar (1) Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) Physical (Offline Mode)
21 MNDE-BRRP2-B02- F P Aoad 3.936 R . . : .
2y -l W pew Sharma Tol 0.541 58.102 3,548 B1.650 s (2) Technical Bid Online (Cover-Technical Stage)
- Al Mear Dihwar Sthan Mabbi Pubaari Tol 0714 [ 76510 | 6110 8620 | 14. Thetechnlcal bids will be opened (in e-mode/online} on the aforementioned date and time. In the
Total 3 1.724 184.142 12.545 196,787 3.936 event of any of the above-menticned day being declared a holiday/closed day for the "Bihar
MMGSY{AWSESH)- - End Point Of Mmgsy T - T — _— Medical Services & Infrastructure Limited' [BMSICL), the bids will be opened on the next working
22 NDB-BRRP2-603- Mungaila Road ik ibie el o : : - 3.075 AR day at the scheduled time
ROSERA A2 Kharurma Pul Near shani Tola 0.975 94,900 12.840 107.830 15. The hard {Physical} copy of the Earmest Money Depasit (EMOY) is to be sent to The Managing
Total 7 1378 138.305 15.423 153,778 3.075 Director, Bihar Medical Services & Infrastructure Limited, 37 Floor, Swosthye Bhawan, Behind
GRAND TOTAL a4 Ii 30.298 3832.098 263 781 2125879 | 82.518 IGIMS, Sheikhpura, Patna—B00014" by Registered Posty/ Speed Past or by hand. Itmust reach the
' - - ' — above zaid address on or before the closing date & time indicated in Clause 4 above, failing
Table-2 which the tenders will be treated as late tender and would be summarily rejected.
Ak ! 16. Inthe event of any of the above-mentioned dates being declared as a holiday/ closed day for the
Downloading of Bidding Documents | From 04.03.2024 (0300 Hours) to 25.03.2024 {1500 Hours) Bihar Medical Services and Infrastructure Corporation Limited the tenders EMD will be received/
!
Online Bid Submission last Date | on 25.03.2024 up to 1500 Hours apenedonthe next working day at the scheduled time, ;
: 17, AllTenders must be accompanied by EMD/Tender Fees as mentioned, No bidder is exermpled from
Offline Bid Submiszion [act Date | on 25.03.2024 up to 1500 Hours submission of EMD/Tender Fee as mentioned in the tender decument. Tenders without EMD/
_'i Tender Fee shall be summarily rejected.
Online Bid Opening Date on 25.03.2024 at 1530 Houwrs 18. BMSICL reserves theright to accept or reject any or all temder or change the terms and condition of
'1" MIT or cancel the MIT at any stage and/far tirme withowt assigning any reason.
Cost of Bid | Rs. 10000.00 per package {non-refundable) only in form of Demand Draft in favour of concerned Executive Engineer. 19, For further enguiry and information, bldders may call on 9262290724 during office hours 10:00 AM
: : | ; y : : o G:00 PM or email onbmsiclinfra@gmail.com,
Flace, date and time of Pre-Bid Meseting . Concerned office of Superintending Engineer on 11.03.2024 from 1100 Hours 20, All further notifications/Corrigendum/Addendum if any shall be posted on e-Procurement Portal
: : 2 . g : {https://eprocZ bihar.gowin)
* The Earnest Money will be 2% on the sanction cost of B.O.Q only and as prescribedin clause 16.1 of Appendix to ITB of Bidding Document _ o ) _ ) :
T — _ o T . s i Jiildd . For further details please visit | www.state.bihar,gov.in/prdbihar CGM (Projects)
] tp: : Bovn . it a
1. Detai 5_--:1 ten_ erre rate in l;v_rr.natlt:_rm:an 'JIE'-"tl'li: ,-"dn'-.-m nade r.nm ewebsite hitp ,.".-"Fmrr.l13.'s'||I er.1 ersbih.gowvin . Interested Bidders will have PR- 017849 (B & C) 2023-24 BMSICL Patna
to register with their DSC (Digital Signature Certificate} in the website http://pmgsytendersbih.gov.in. e "F"\‘I . =
2. Forany gueries regarding e-tendering process kindly contact -MMGSY Cell, 6th floor, Vishveshwaraiya Bhawan, Bailey Road, Patna-15, Phone - R ¥ 994 &1 & TP Tl IUHER, 9@ Wbl AN IRER | @R
2986915224 or email at mmgsyrwd @gmail. com y . -
: o : : ; " Engineer-in-Chief-cum-
For further details please visit website www state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar _
ot A : _ Additional Commissioner
PR-17645( RW D ) 2023-24 ¥ A T -?-,'51 ®, Wi uiian @ § -cum-Special Secretary, RWD, Patna.

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA EXTRA
ORDINARY APPELLATE JURISDICTION
SPECIAL LEAVE PETITION (CIVIL) No. 30141
OF 2019 WITH PRAYER FOR INTERIM RELIEE

USHA JOHRI
... Petitioner(s)/Appellant(s)

VERSUS
SYNDICATE BANK AND ANOTHER

... Respondent(s)
To,
1 MR. ASHOK KUMAR SINGHAL,
PROPRIETOR OF M/S ASHOK
KUMAR AMAN KUMAR 2650/2, GALI
RAGHUNANDAN, NAYA BAZAR, DELHI,
DISTRICT-CENTRAL , DELHI-110006
PID: 230729/2023 FOR R[2] IN
SLP(C) NO.30141/2019 (SEC XIV)

WHEREAS the Petition for Special Leave to
Appeal with prayer for interim relief along with
application for CONDONATION OF DELAY IN
REFILING CURING THE DEFECTS,
PERMISSION TO FILE ADDITIONAL
DOCUMENTS/ FACTS/ANNEXURES above
mentioned (copy enclosed) filed in the Registry
by Mr. VENKITA SUBRAMONIAM T.R, Advocate
on behalf of the Petitioner(s) above named was
listed for hearing before this Court on 06th
January, 2020, when the Court was pleased to
pass the following order:- "Issue notice."

AND WHEREAS, the matter above-mentioned
was listed before Hon'ble Court (In Chambers) on
02nd November, 2023, When the following order
was passed:-

"The application (IA No. 93486 of 2023) for
substituted service by way of publication is
allowed." NOW, THEREFORE, TAKE NOTICE
that the above petition with prayer for interim
relief along with application for PERMISSION TO
FILE ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS/
FACTS/ANNEXURES will be posted for hearing
before this Court in due course and you may
enter appearance before this Court either in
person or through an advocate on record of this
Court duly appointed by you in that behalf within
30 days from the date of service of notice. You
may thereafter show cause to the Court on the
day that may subsequently be specified as to why
delay in refiling SLP be not condoned and Special
Leave Petition and interim relief as prayed be not
granted and the resultant appeal be not allowed.
Take Further Notice that the prayer for interim
relief after notice will also be listed before he
Court in due course. You may file your affidavit in
opposition to the petition as provided under Rule
14(1) of Order XXI, S.C.R.2013 within 30 days
from the date of receipt of notice or not later than
2 weeks before the date appointed for hearing,
whichever be earlier, but shall do so only by
setting out the grounds in opposition to the
questions of law or grounds set out in the SLPs
and may produce such pleadings and documents
filed before the Court/Tribunal against whose
order the SLP is filed and shall also set out the
grounds for not granting interim order or for
vacating interim order if already granted.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that if you fail to enter
appearance as aforesaid, no further notice shall
be given to you even after the grant of special
leave for hearing of the resultant appeal and the
matter above mentioned shall be disposed of in
your absence. Dated:10th November, 2023
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Corruption case:
CBI searches
premises of
ex-DPII'T Secy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

THE CBI on Tuesday searched the
premises of former Department
for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) Secretary
Ramesh Abhishek, days after
registering an FIR against him for
allegedly amassing assets dis-
proportionate to his known
sources of income. The CBI has
also booked his daughter and is
investigating her finances.

The 1982-batch IAS officer re-
tired in 2019 from DPIIT, the erst-
while Department of Industrial
Policy and Promotion (DIPP).

The FIR was registered on
February 15 following a recom-
mendation from anti-corruption
ombudsman Lokpal.

“Hon’ble Lokpal of India vide
order dated December 20,2003
in complaint made beforeit, has
directed Delhi Special Police
Establishment (CBI) to conduct
investigation into doubtful
transactions entered into by
Ramesh Abhishek and his
daughter Vaneesa Agrawal by
way of receiving big amounts as
professional fee or consulting fee
from various entities/organisa-
tions with whom Ramesh
Abhishek had official dealings
while he was secretary DPIIT or
Chairman Forward Market
Commission...” the FIR said.

“...Therefore, in compliance
of the directions of Hon’ble
Lokpal of India, a Regular Case is
registered against Ramesh
Abhishek, Vannesa and un-
known others,” the FIR said.

Body of missing
JEE aspirant
found in Kota

Kota: The body a 16-year-old JEE
aspirant, who left his hostel fora
routine test on February 11 and
went missing, was found on
Monday night stuck between
two trees on a rock in a forest
area in Kota, police said.

The boy’s movement was last
captured in a CCTV footage near
the Garadiya Mahadev temple
foreston February 11, they added.
Police said it was a case of suicide,
which takes the number of such
incidents of students of various
coaching centres taking the ex-
treme step to four this yearin Kota.

The body of the JEE aspirant,
identified as Rachit Sondhya(16),
a resident of Rajgarh district in
Madhya Pradesh, was found from
the forest near the Garadiya
Mahadev temple, SP (Kota City)
Amrita Duhan said. PTI
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BATTLE-READY

A modified excavator at Shambhu barrier, near Haryana border, in Patiala on Tuesday. Reuters

B Armed with excavators,
hydra-borers and 2,000 tractor
trolleys, the farmers are ready
to take on the multi-layer
barricades erected by Haryana
Police as they march to Delhi.

M Haryana Police has urged
Punjab to seize the equipment
at the interstate borders and
stop women, children and
elderly at a safe distance
(minimum 1 km from border).

NETWORK

At Milan-24, Navy offers its
submarine rescue capability

1]

M Haryana-based Bharatiya
Kisan Union leader Tejveer
Singh Mann said, “We want
to move peacefully... The
hydra-borers and excavators
will be used if need arises.”

SANDESHKHALIUNREST

TMC strongman on the run, HC
raps cops: ‘State can’t support it’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, FEBRUARY 20

THE CALCUTTA High Court on
Tuesday took an exception to the
West Bengal Police's inability to
arrest TMC strongman Shahjahan
Sheikh who allegedly orches-
trated an attack on an ED team
during a raid on his premises in
Sandeshkhali of North 24
Parganas district last month.

Hearing a plea by the state
government against a single-
judge bench order staying the im-
position of CrPC Section 144 in
Sandeshkhali and permitting BJP
leader Suvendu Adhikari to visit
thearea, adivision bench of Chief
Justice TS Sivagnanam and Justice
Hiranmay Bhattacharya refused
to interfere with the orders.

The division bench said in its
order, “The court can take judicial
notice of the fact that the entire
problem stood precipitated after
the Enforcement Directorate con-
ducted a search operation on the
premises of Shahjahan. The po-
lice are unable to apprehend him
despite a case having been regis-
tered for various offences.”

The bench orally remarked,
“We have seen... women from the
area have flagged several issues,
and there has been land-grabbing

of tribal people. This person
(Shahjahan) cannot be on the run.
The state cannot support it.Inthe
suo motu matter, we will ask him
tosurrender here. He can't be de-
fying the law. If one person can
hold the entire population toran-
som, the ruling dispensation
should not support him."

Stating it does not know
“whether he is being protected”
or not, the court said that the fact
remains that he has not been se-
cured. “It could mean that the
state police machinery doesn't
have the wherewithal to secure
himor(he)is outside the jurisdic-
tion of the state police,” the court
observed. The bench said there is
material to show that Shajahan
has done damage to the public,
instead of doing good as an
elected representative in the
North 24 Parganas zila parishad.

Directing that the matter will
be taken up for hearing next Mon-
day, the division bench said appro-
priate orders will be passed after
hearing all the parties.

The court said establishing
redressal mechanisms over alle-
gations of forcible taking away of
land owned by villagers in
Sandeshkhali by way of setting
up camps by the state govern-
ment, initself prima facie shows
thatland grabbing was commit-

Kuldeep Kumar Tita: From Safai
karamchari to Chandigarh Mayor

HINAROHTAKI
CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 20

AS SUPREME Court declared him
the mayor of Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation on
Tuesday, AAP councillor Kuleep
Kumar Tita shed tears of joy.
Only 21 days ago, visuals of Tita
breaking into tears had went vi-
ral on social media after his rival
BJP candidate emerged winner
in the mayoral polls with the re-
turning officer declaring at least
eight votes polled by the AAP
councillor as invalid.

“It is a victory of democracy,
victory of Chandigarh residents
and victory of truth. Today, I have
tears of joy,” said Kumar.

The verdict came as culmina-
tion of hard fought legal battle

Kuldeep Kumar Tita on
Tuesday. Kamleshwar Singh

for the 40-year-old councillor
from Dadumajra. Before taking
the electoral plunge in 2021, the
bachelors degree holder from
IGNOU had worked as safai
karamchari in the Chandigarh
civic body and was stationed at
Sector 22 in 2018.

“At that time, I cleaned the
streets as a safai karamchari. Now,
[ will get them cleaned as the
mayor. I have already managed to
clean the ‘dirt' the BJPhad created
by its misdeeds,” said Kumar.

Kumar was once associated
with the BJP’s SCMorchaand was
elected the chairman of the
Valmiki community in Dadu-
majra. In 2019, he contested the
polls tothe RWA of Dadumajraon
Congress ticket and won.

In 2021, he joined the AAP.
“When [ was with the BJP, I was
very young...in 2010... I didn’t
have much information,” said
Kumar, who had defeated BJP’s
thensitting councillor and former
mayor Rajesh Kalia from Ward 26
to enter the civic body as a coun-
cillorin 2021. At present, he runs
a tent business in Dadumajra.

ted in the area. “The allegation
that the lands owned by the tri-
bal villagers have been forcibly
taken away in violation of the le-
gal formalities stands prima fa-
cie established,” the CJ observed.

The bench further said, “It
has also been widely reported
that the state having come to
know that the lands of certain
people in the Sandeshkhali area
have been taken away from
them in violation of the proce-
dure have established redressal
mechanism, whereby the peo-
ple, who have been affected by
such violation were permitted to
lodge their complaints.

The establishment of this re-
dressal mechanism prima facie
shows that there has been land-
grabbing committed in the area
and the allegation that the lands
owned by the tribal villagers
have been forcibly taken away in
violation of the legal formalities
stands prima facie established.”

The bench directed noticesbe
issued to advocate general repre-
senting the state and that the ad-
ditional solicitor general repre-
senting the Union of India be
informed so that lawyers repre-
senting ED and CBl are present be-
fore the court on the next date of
hearing of the suo motu matter.

WITHPTIINPUTS

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
VISAKHAPATNAM, FEB 20

INDIAN NAVY is offering its sub-
marine rescue capabilities to
friendly countries, a key highlight
of the ongoing multilateral naval
exercise Milan-24 in Visakhap-
atnam thatwill further India’s de-
fence diplomacy.

On Tuesday, the Navy show-
cased its Deep Submergence Res-
cue Vehicle (DSRV) to the dele-
gates of 50 countries at the mega
naval exercise that began on
Monday.

Asubmarine rescue operation
is undertaken when the vessel is
reported missing or has sunk. The
DSRV can helpinlocating the dis-
abled submarine, rescue the
trapped personnel or provide
them emergency supplies.

The Navy had acquired two
advanced DSRVs—one each for
India’s west coast and east coast
in Mumbai and Visakhapatnam,
respectively—in 2018 and 2019
from James Fisher Defence, UK.

Asondate, India isamong the
12 countries, including the US,
China, Russia and Singapore, to
possess this niche technology.

HC sets aside
disqualification
of two Rajkot
corporators

GOPALKATESHIYA
RAJKOT, FEBRUARY 20

THE GUJARAT High Court set
aside an order of the state gov-
ernment disqualifying two
Congress corporators in Rajkot
Municipal Corporation (RMC)
after they defected to the AAP.
The HC exercised its extraordi-
nary jurisdiction to restore the
two defectors’ membership to
RMC after noting they had been
pardoned by Congress.

The court of Justice Vaibhavi
Nanavati had on February 16
ruled in favour of Vashram
Sagathiya and Komal Bharai, who
were elected RMC corporatorsin
2021 but disqualified in October
2022 by the state urban develop-
ment and urban housing depart-
ment. They had defected to AAP
on April 14, 2022, halving
Congress’s strength to just twoin
the 72-member RMC general
board ruled by the BJP.

Sagathiya welcomed the HC
order and said he had full faithin
court.

Naval officers from various countries pose during Milan-24
in Visakhapatnam, Tuesday. P11

Only 40 countries operate sub-
marines.

Additionally, the Navy is also
awaiting induction of two diving
support vessels (DSVs)—also for
submarine rescue operations—
being indigenously made by
Hindustan Shipyard Ltd,
Visakhapatnam.

Talking to the media on the
sidelines of the event, Rear
Admiral K Venkatraman, Flag
Officer Submarines, said several
nations have shown a keen inter-
est in making use of India’s capa-
bility.

He said while the Navy already
hasanImplementing Agreement
with Singapore, a similar pact is
expected with South Africa dur-
ing MILAN-24, adding that Japan
and some other countries have
also shown interestinit.

Addressing the foreign dele-
gates Tuesday, Captain Vikas
Gautam, officer in-charge,
Submarine Rescue Unit (East),
said the DSRV system is capable
of reaching anywhere across the
globe in times of distress.

In 2021, the Navy mobilised
one of its DSRV to assist Tentara

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Nasional Indonesia-Angkatan
Laut(TNIAL-Indonesian Navy)in
search and rescue efforts for the
Indonesian Submarine KRI
Nanggala which was reported
missing. Indian Navy’s DSRV sys-
tem can locate a submarine up to
1,000-metre depth utilising its
state-of-the-art Side Scan Sonar
(SSS) and Remotely Operated
Vehicle (ROV).

Live undersea matings with
different types of submarines
along with transfer of personnel
from submarine to DSRV has also
beenachieved. As per officials, the
rescue operation can take place
within 96 hours even as it, at
times, depends on other factors
like the logistics and infrastructure
available. The indigenously-built
Diving Support Vessels (DSVs)are
118.4 metres long, 22.8 metres at
the broadest point and will have
a displacement of 9,350 tonnes
and they would be deployed for
deep sea diving operations. Aside
from submarine rescue opera-
tions, they will be capable of sus-
tained patrolling, conducting
search and rescue operations and
carrying out helicopter operations
athigh seas. FULLREPORT

www.indianexpress.com

Karnataka Cong records first
win against BJP-JD(S) alliance

in Legislative Council

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY 20

THE KARNATAKA Congress on
Tuesday claimed its first victory
over the newly formed JD(S)-BJP
alliance in the state in a
Legislative Council bypoll to the
Bangalore Teachers' seat.
Congress candidate P Putta-
nna defeated JD(S) nominee AP
Ranganath on the seat that the
BJP had handed over to its new
ally in Karnataka as part of the
seat-sharing arrangements
ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls. The JD(S) fielded the pres-
ident of its legal cell, A P
Ranganath, who lost the last
Council election from the
Teachers' seat to Putunna.
Puttanna, who registered his
fifth consecutive win in the con-
stituency, was previously a BJP
MLC. The bypoll was warranted
after he quit the seat in March
2023 to contest the Assembly
elections on a Congress ticket, but
lost the poll. Before joining the BJP

PDP leader Baig at Modi’s rally:
‘Have come to listen to my PM’

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, FEBRUARY 20

SENIOR PDP leader and former
Deputy CM Muzaffar Hussain
Baig was present at PM Narendra
Modi's rally here Tuesday, set-
ting off fresh speculation about
leaders who might join the BJP
in Jammu and Kashmir.

One of the founding mem-
bers of the PDP, Baig is a promi-
nent Pahari leader from Kashmir.
Several prominent tribal leaders
from other parties have joined
the BJP in recent days but, if he
does so, Baig will be the first
Pahari leader from the Kashmir
province to follow in their wake.

Baig neither confirmed nor
denied whether he would be join-
ing the BJP, asking instead: “Can’t

one come to listen to one’s PM?”
Describing his presence at the
rally as “my duty”, he added: “Itis
not necessary to join, but will per-
form my duty as per their (PM’s)
programime... joining any party
frustrates the larger goal of one na-
tion.” He said he has always had
good relations with Modi, and that
under hisleadership, J&K had seen
massive development; Kashmir
had seen it “500 per cent”. “.. He
(Modi) never asked me about my
party, but always asked what our
people needed.”

Baig also said contrary to the
belief the Modi government will
face abacklash in Kashmirin the
coming LS polls on account of the
abrogation of Article 370, it will
“perform well” in the province.

In March 2021, Baig formally
joined Sajad Lone’s Peoples

Conference, only to be expelled.
He “rejoined” the PDP only last
month, claiming he had never left.
PDP leaders were not too happy
over his return as Baig was seento
have taken a position contrary to
the party’s over abrogation of
Article 370, and was awarded the
Padma Bhushan in January 2020,
barely six months after the Centre
took the decision. The award was
accepted by Baig even when most
of his party leadership including
Mufti were behind bars and
booked under the Public Safety
Act. Asked about Baig’s presence
at the rally, a senior PDP func-
tionary said Baig had never for-
mally rejoined the party.

Baig’s move comes weeks af-
ter Parliament passed Bills ex-
tending ST status to Pahari-speak-
ing ethnic groups and others.

Buddha’s relics at National Museum to be on display in Thailand

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

FOUR OF the 20 relics of Lord
Buddha preserved at the National
Museum are being taken to
Thailand for a month-long expo-
sition beginning Thursday, in a
rare trip abroad for the delicate
antiquities recovered more thana
century ago.

The relics fall under the ‘AA’
(rare) category of antiquities and
art treasures and are not meant
to be lent for exhibitions, within
India orin foreign nations. But the
exposition in Thailand was being
held upon a “special request” by
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the Thai Government, the
Ministry of Culture said.

Union Culture Secretary
Govind Mohan told a press con-
ference the relics will be ferried
to Thailand as “state guest” in a
special Indian Air Force plane.
“Therelics will reach Thailand on
February 22 and will be displayed
at a special pavilion in Bangkok
until March 3,” he said, adding
that the relics will later be taken to
Chiang Mai, Ubon Ratchathani
and Krabi, before returning to
India on March 19.

The relics will be accompa-
nied by a22-member official del-
egation led by Bihar Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar and
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Union Minister of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Virendra
Kumar. Monks from Kushinagar,

The pagoda constructed by
the Thai government in
Bangkok to enshrine the
relics (top). Ministry of Culture

Aurangabad and Ladakh, besides
the curators from the National
Museum, will also be travelling

along with the relics.

In view of the ‘AA’ category
and considering their delicate na-
ture, the relics are not ordinarily
taken out of India for exhibition.
The last time these were sent
abroad was in 2022, for an expo-
sition in Mongolia.

Therrelics at the National Mu-
seum are known as the ‘Kapi-
Ivastu Relics’ as they were recov-
ered in 1898 from a site in Bihar
believed to be the ancient city of
Kapilvastu.

It was an inscribed casket
found at the stupa site in
Piprahwa (near Siddharthnagar
in Uttar Pradesh) that helped
identify Kapilavastu. The casket

contained the relics of Buddha
and Sakya, his community. Along
with the Buddha relics, the relics
of his two disciples preserved in
Madhya Pradesh’s Sanchi are also
being sent to Thailand for display.
It will be the first time the relics
of Lord Buddha and his disciples
will be showcased together.

The event is being organised
with the support of Ministry of
External Affairs, the Indian Emb-
assy in Thailand, the International
Buddhist Confederation and the
Madhya Pradesh government.

Exhibitions about Buddhist
sitesin India and talks onrelics by
academicians will alsobe held on
the sidelines.

Karnataka Deputy CM

D K Shivakumar with

P Puttanna in Bengaluru on
Tuesday. @DKShivakumar/X

in 2020, Puttanna had won the
Council poll thrice on JD(S) ticket.

The Congress candidate
polled 8,260 votes and defeated
Ranganath by a margin of 1,507.

“This is a special day for the
Congress. The joint candidate of
the]JD(S) and BJP under a new al-
liance hasbeen defeated. The seat
was won by the BJP earlier, but it

bypoll

allowed the JD(S) to field its can-
didate,” Karnataka Deputy CM D
K Shivakumar said Tuesday. “I
would like to say some BJP-JD(S)
leaders claimed the polls will be
anindicator of things tocome. The
results have come and Puttanna
of the Congress has won the polls.
The voters who are educated and
are teachers have rejected the BJP-
JD(S)(alliance)and have voted for
the Congress. The same mood will
prevail in the state in the Lok
Sabha polls,” he said.

The bypoll held on February
16 was being touted as the first
test for the BJP-JD(S) alliance in
Karnataka ahead of the LS polls.

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah
had said ahead of the polls thatde-
spite the BJP-JD(S) alliance the
Congress will win the seat. “This
constituency is the one which
Puttanna had resigned from to
contest the Assembly polls. He is
contesting for the fifth time. In the
past he has defeated the BJP and
the JD(S). He has the support of
the teachers and has also won
their hearts...,” the CM said.

Anupamaafame actor
Rituraj Singh dies of
cardiac arrest at 59

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 20

POPULAR TELEVISION actor
Rituraj Singh, 59, died of a car-
diac arrest late Monday night.

Known for his appearances
in a number popular TV shows
such as ‘Anupamaa’, ‘Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Kit', ‘Kutumb’, ‘Hitler
Didi’, ‘Diya Aur Baati Hum’, and
‘Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Har’,
Rituraj also acted in several
movies such as ‘Badrinath Ki
Dulhania’ as well as web-series
‘Criminal Justice’, ‘The Test
Case’, ‘Bandish Bandits’ and
just-released ‘Indian Police
Force’.

He was born in Rajasthan’s
Kota on May 23, 1964.

Speaking about his demise,
actor Amit Behl said: “He was
hospitalised 15 days back due to
some pancreatic issues. He was
back home a few days back.
Yesterday, he felt really weak and
was rushed to hospital but he
suffered cardiac arrest on the
way.”

He is survived by wife Charu
Singh, a son and a daughter. His
funeral will take place at 10:30
am at Mumbai's Oshiwara
Hindu Cemetery on Wednesday.

Actor Sandip Sikand, who
worked with Singh in ‘Kahani
Ghar Ghar Kii’, said: “More than
an actor, he was one of the finest
human beings that I know. I'm
really saddened by the news.”

In a social media post, actor
Nakuul Mehta wrote: “His elec-

RITURAJ SINGH

1964-2024

tric presence, frenetic energy
and full-bodied acting chops al-
ways had me in awe. I got a
chance to play his on screen son
on two seasons of ‘Never Kiss
Your Best Friend’, and therein I
had my moment with my TV
hero... He gave me great joy asan
audience and then he gave me
some more whilst sharing a set
with him.”

Rituraj’s first major break on
television was as the host of ‘Tol
Mol Ke Bol’ (1993) and ‘Banegi
Apni Baat’ (1993-1997).

Rituraj, who was a student at
Barry John’s Theatre Action
Group where Shah Rukh Khan
was his classmate, was a well-
known name in the amateur
theatre in Delhi before he shifted
to Mumbai.

Even though television kept
him busy in Mumbai, he was
part of Rage Production's long-
running play, ‘Class of '84".
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MSP is what farmers need to remain in business.
Giving it legal backing will benefit all stakeholders
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BECAUSE TRE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

(GREENING GROWTH

Weakening processes of environmental clearances for projects
hurt both environment and development

OVERNMENTS IN DEVELOPING countries face a dilemma, a political-econ-

omy conundrum that requires a fine balancing act. On the one hand, in light

of climate change and the degradation of fragile and vulnerable ecologies,

there is a need for regulation of projects that have a potentially adverse en-
vironmental impact. On the other hand, investment and infrastructure development are
crucial for employment generation and poverty alleviation. The provision of
Environmental Clearance (EC) under the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) rules —
notified in 2006 under the Environmental (Protection) Act — was meant to strike the
right balance between the imperatives of growth and development and the environ-
ment. The EC is meant to be mandatory for various projects, including mining, thermal
plants, those inriver valleys, and infrastructure and industrial programmes. Unfortunately,
as areport in this newspaper has shown, the balance between environment and indus-
try seems to be tilting far too much towards the latter.

In 2017, the government brought in aloophole to the EIA and gave a six-month mora-
torium to all the companies that had not complied with the requirements to receive an
EC. This one-time window was made indefinite under the revised Standard Operating
Procedures in 2021. The notification was challenged before the Madras High Court, which
granted a stay order. The Centre, however, interpreted the order as applying only to Tamil
Nadu. Then, in January 2024, the Supreme Court stayed the notification, and the Court's
final decisionis pending. In essence, between 2017 and 2024, over 100 projects -- they in-
clude coal, iron and bauxite mines, steel and iron factories, cement plants and limestone
quarries -- have been granted ex post facto environmental clearance under the diluted EIA,
their original lack of EC notwithstanding,.

Environmental clearances for business and infrastructure projects have been a fraught
issue for decades. Under multiple governments and environment ministers of varying ide-
ological leanings, the pendulum has swung both ways: At different points, the Environment
Ministry has been dubbed either “anti-business” or “anti-environment”. However, by any
standard, the weakening of the EIA, and the National Green Tribunal, is a matter of deep
concern that needs to be addressed urgently -- in 2020, an Environmental Performance
Index of Yale University ranked India 168 amongst 220 countries. Perhaps the only sustain-
able way to do this is to not see “environment” and “development” locked in an inevitably
zero-sum game. It's time to move to environmentalism as development and development
as environmentalism. As climate change and sustainability increasingly become a part of
the global business conversation, India has the opportunity to be aleader in this regard. This
will, however, require a robust policy and regulatory framework, which while facilitating
business, allows for a careful assessment of the adverse impacts of projects, and does not
constantly search for and seize the loopholes.

EL NINO, LA NINA

But air pollution in Indian cities is because
of factors that lie much closer home

NEW STUDY has linked air pollution over cities like Delhi and Mumbai to ex-

ternal factors like EI Nino and La Nina, and climate change. This is the first

time that such external phenomena have been noticed to have an impact

over air quality in Indian cities. To be sure, these external factors do not gen-
erate any new sources of pollution. But they have the potential to influence the distribu-
tion of pollutants over different regions by altering meteorological conditions like wind
patterns and temperatures. The study found that the fact that Delhi air was cleaner than
usual,and Mumbai air dirtier than usual in the winter of 2022 could, in part, be explained
by the record-breaking La Nina event in the Pacific Ocean, which was persisting for the
third consecutive year at that time. The study also suggested that under climate change
scenarios, expected to exacerbate the strengths and frequencies of El Nino and La Nina
kind of events, such external influences might have a bigger role to play in the distribu-
tion of air pollutants over Indian cities.

These influences are pretty weak as of now. As the study suggests, only very strong El
Nino or La Nina events are likely to have any significant impact on the local meteorologi-
cal conditions. But this could still have implications for India’s efforts to clean up its air. The
influences could potentially grow stronger under climate change scenarios as the study sug-
gests, and that would mean that clean-up measures would face another hurdle that is
completely beyond human control. This could result in entirely unexpected scenarios, as
was seen in Mumbai in the 2022 winter, something the cities are not prepared for.

Tackling the emissions of pollutants at source still remains the most effective way of
addressing air pollution. Air in Indian cities is dirty because the baseload emissions are
very high. Once in a while, favourable meteorological conditions might help in reducing
the impacts, but there is no short-cut to cutting down on baseload emissions. Fancy, or
quick fix, solutions like artificial rain or odd-even schemes are nothing more than win-
dow dressing, and quite ineffective at that. The study also recommends that the focus of
the government must remain on long-term strategies to reduce emissions from the
sources themselves and not rely on quick fix solutions. That would be a win-win solution
for both air quality and climate change, it says.

MAGICIAN FROM CHENNAI

No one has plotted the batsman's downfall as effectively in
recent times as off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin

TOP-CLASS SPINNER has to be like a chess grandmaster, plotting a batsman’s
downfall over anumber of deliveries or overs. There has been no one better
at it in recent times than off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin. There are 501
pieces of evidence to support this argument. Ashwin is not like Mutthiah
Muralitharan — who was more like a wrist-spinner in the garb of a finger-spinner. The Sri
Lankan often made batsmen look clueless with the amount of spin he generated, and its
direction. Ashwin's calling card is of a more cerebral nature. He plays with angles, pace
and degrees of spin, as also field placement. The batsman knows he is in a battle, and can
never afford to take his eye off the ball even if he temporarily enjoys the upper hand.

Conditions and playing surface play a big role in cricket, and they are usually an ally
for a spinner in India. But many of Ashwin's most memorable dismissals have come in
England and Australia, where his guile comes to the fore with the track offering him pre-
cious little. Among his list of victims are the finest batsmen. He has got the England skip-
per Ben Stokes 12 times. Other top stars he has repeatedly scalped are David Warner (11),
Steve Smith (8), Joe Root (6), Kane Williamson (5) and Kumar Sangakkara (4). Left-arm
spinner Ravindra Jadeja may be a more tempting all-round option, but Ashwin's skill
with the ball is more prosaic in nature when compared to his spin-twin.

India have been invincible athome since 2012, when Ashwin was taking his initial steps
in Test cricket. While Anil Kumble, with 619 Test wickets, tops the list among Indians, the
Magician from Chennai is a worthy second. There is a risk of taking Ashwin’s dominance for
granted. He is 37, and is largely a Test specialist these days. India is considered to have a
never-ending assembly line of quality spinners, but whether the next generation will have
the all-weather love for the contest, once Ashwin hangs up his boots, remains to be seen.
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WORDLY WISE
‘WE ARE FALLEN MOSTLY INTO PIECES, BUT THE WILD
RETURNS US TO OURSELVES.
— ROBERT M ACFARLANE

PUSHPENDRA SINGH

IN THE LAST two years, nothing concrete
was done by the central government on the
agreement it had reached with agitating
farmers’ unions, who had protested near the
national capital. The government should
have had the wisdom to act and take a deci-
sion on a legal guarantee for Minimum
Support Price (MSP) and other demands
with alacrity, lest they become the basis for
arenewed agitation. This lack of action is the
reason and justification for farmer unions
launching the current agitation. The purpose
is to press the government to fulfil its prom-
ises. This time too, the debate is around the
feasibility of their primary demand — the
legal guarantee for MSP.

Let’s frame what the demand actually is.
It has two parts. First, MSP should be based
on the comprehensive cost of production
(C2), as determined by the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP), plus 50
per cent, as recommended by the
Swaminathan Commission. This was also
promised by the BJP and articulated several
times by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The
second part of the demand is that the 23
crops for which MSP is thus announced
should be legally purchased at or above the
MSP price by anyone who “willingly enters”
the market.

The total value of the output of the 23
crops at MSP prices for the year 2023-24 is
about Rs 15 lakh crore. But all of the produce
is not marketed or sold. The farmers retain a
big part of their produce for their consump-
tion, animal feed and seeds. A portionis also
exchanged/bartered within the village and
some is used to pay for labour in kind. A part
of the crop is also eaten by rodents or per-
ishes during harvesting, transportation and
storage. These heads account for about one-

Some economists argue that
if the MSP is legally
enforced, the private sector
won't purchase the crops and
all the produce will have to
be bought by the
government. Farmers are
seeking an enforcement of
the price only for those
entities that ‘willingly enter’
the market. In the case of
sugarcane, for example, the
price is prescribed by the
government but that hasn't
meant that private mills have
stopped purchasing
sugarcane. Have industries
closed due to the Minimum
Wages Act? Is nobody
purchasing petrol and diesel
because the government is
charging exorbitant taxes?

third of the 23 MSP crops — produce worth
Rs 5 lakh crore. So, only about Rs 10 lakh
crore worth of the MSP crops actually goes
to the markets.

Government purchase, including sugar-
cane purchase at government-prescribed
prices, is at about Rs 4-5 lakh crore. Only Rs
5-61akh crore worth of MSP crops is bought
by the private sector. If we take the long-
term aggregate for all 23 MSP crops, what is
paid by the private sector is on average 25
per cent below the MSP value. If there was
legal status for MSP, then the private sector
would have paid a maximum of Rs 1.5 lakh
crore more to the farmers for the same
quantities in 2023-24. So, even if the whole
of this bill is picked up by the government, it
won'’t be more than Rs 1.5 lakh crore annu-
ally — not the exorbitant figures being
quoted by the so-called economists. We
should remember that the reduction of cor-
porate tax rates in 2019 alone led to the fore-
going of about Rs 1.5 lakh crore annually by
the central government, a figure that keeps
rising every year.

If this money flows to the farmers, they
will spend it and thus create more demand
in the market. Due to the multiplier effect,
this will lead to anincrease in employment,
investment and eventually government
taxes. All 23 crops being legally sold at MSP
will also lead to crop diversification, which
is the focus of the recent offer from the
government. Since there would be no in-
centive to grow only those crops where
MSP is now available — mostly paddy,
wheat and sugarcane — it will lead to vari-
ous economic and ecological benefits. Legal
MSP would be a great instrument to con-
trol the production quantities of various
crops to match demand.

The country would also become self-suf-
ficientin edible oils and pulses if we ensure
remunerative MSP for these crops. If the
government and private prices for the crops
are the same, farmers won’t seek out the
government to purchase their crops. So, the
Centre will not be financially burdened by
having to purchase more quantities than it
requires. This will lead to areduction in gov-
ernment purchase, storage and redistribu-
tion costs for these crops. That is a huge fi-
nancial saving. It will help lower the fiscal
deficit and improve government finances.
Hence, a legal guarantee for MSP is a win-
win for all stakeholders.

Some economists argue that if the MSP
is legally enforced, the private sector won’t
purchase the crops and all the produce will
have to be bought by the government.
Farmers are seeking an enforcement of the
price only for those entities that “willingly
enter” the market. In the case of sugarcane,
for example, the price is prescribed by the
government but that hasn't meant that pri-
vate mills have stopped purchasing sugar-
cane. Have industries closed due to the
Minimum Wages Act? Is nobody purchas-
ing petrol and diesel because the govern-
ment is charging exorbitant taxes?

By definition, MSP is a minimum price
that the farmer must get to remain in busi-
ness. Without such a price, farmers will be-
come bankrupt and leave farming, which
will have serious consequences for our food
security, adversely affecting consumers.
Legal MSPis a viable proposal and the rights
of our farmers can’t be denied any longer.

The writer is president, Kisan Shakti Sangh
and an alumnus of the Institute of Rural
Management, Anand (IRMA)

USTAD IMTIAZ (QURESHI

He was more than a chef, going beyond food to offer life lessons

SADAF HUSSAIN

IN TIMES PAST, royal cooks from Awadh and
Rampur were celebrated for the art of gas-
tronomic subterfuge — crafting dishes that
masqueraded as one thing, while being
something else altogether. Chef Imtiaz
Qureshi, who died last week at the age of
93, was no less ingenious. At 31, against the
backdrop of the India-China war of 1962, he
was commissioned to concoct exclusively
vegetarian dishes by then chief minister of
Uttar Pradesh and fan of Awadhi cuisine,
Chandra Bhanu Gupta, for an official din-
ner. As acommitted meat eater and the son
of a butcher who had once supplied meat
to the British army in Lucknow, Qureshi ea-
gerly took on the challenge. He spent a week
using all the skills at his disposal to make
dishes like lotus stem shami kebab with
onion, green chilli, lemon, and orange;
murgh musallam with jackfruit and brin-
jal; fish musallam with bottle gourd; and
paneer pasanda. The distinguished guests,
including then Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, thought they were eating meat, but
they were actually enjoying completely
vegetarian dishes.

As Iwrite this tribute to the nation’s first
celebrity chef,]am at Khan Market in Delhi,
enjoying the exquisite flavours of kakori ke-
bab — a preparation whose resurgence
owes much to the maestro himself. Inan in-
terview from 2018, Chef Qureshi recalled
that for over a century, the recipe for this
dish was known only to a few families in
Lucknow. Qureshi’s forebears prepared
them for affluent households during spe-
cial events. So loved was this delicacy that
the earnings from making it was enough to
sustain their family for weeks, Qureshi re-
called. Their introduction into Indian

The relentless dedication to
his craft led to him becoming
the first chef to be honoured
with a Padma Shri award in
2016, marking a significant
milestone in his illustrious
career. I have always regarded
him more as an ‘ustad’ than
a chef. An ‘ustad’ transcends
the confines of cookbook
instructions, offering life
lessons, encouraging the
embrace of mistakes as
stepping stones to learning.

restaurant cuisine, he said, happened
thanks to encouragement from the late Ajit
Narain Haksar, the first Indian chairman of
ITC, who brought him into the company.

Qureshi was the fifth child of Murad Ali
and Sakina Qureshi. At the age of nine, he
began working at his brother-in-law Haji
Ishaq's catering service in Lucknow. By the
age of 15, he was already skilled in prepar-
ing sheermal, korma, galouti kebabs and
pulao, and even catered to 10,000 members
of the NCC at one time. This experience
ignited a passion for cooking, leading him
to start his own catering business. But
destiny had other plans for him and his
journey took a significant turn when he
started working at Krishna Caterers, which
fed Indian soldiers during the 1962 war. It
was this position that brought him into
close contact with the chief minister, and
through him, to other political notables,
including Nehru.

[ met Qureshi for the first time at the
grand finale of MasterChef Indiain 2019. At
first overwhelmed with nervous excite-
ment, | managed to introduce myself to him
and initiated a conversation about the art
of cooking — discussing food, spices, tech-
niques, and everything culinary that
crossed my mind. Qureshi imparted wis-
dom that I still hold dear: “Sadaf, the most
important aspect of cooking is to truly un-
derstand the food and the spices you're
incorporating. Whether you're using a sin-
gle spice or 50, the essence lies in compre-
hending the purpose behind each addition
and mastering the quantity. Once you grasp
this, you're on your way to creating the
finest dishes.”

The second encounter I had with him

was at another event in Delhi, and this time,
to my delight, he recognised me. I expressed
my gratitude for all that he has done for
young aspiring chefs and culinary histori-
ans like myself. His response was both en-
couraging and inspirational. He told me to
continue my work, saying, “We need more
people like you who can document food
and carry on the tradition. Do not hesitate to
put in extra effort, and keep at it until you
are completely satisfied”. This relentless
dedication to his craft led to him becoming
the first chef to be honoured with a Padma
Shri award in 2016, marking a significant
milestone in his illustrious career.

I have always regarded him more as an
ustad than a chef. An ustad transcends the
confines of cookbook instructions, offering
life lessons, encouraging the embrace of
mistakes as stepping stones to learning.
Manisha Bhasin, the corporate executive
chef at ITC Hotels, who apprenticed under
Qureshi, told me, “For many of us burgeon-
ing chefs, working alongside him was noth-
ing short of a dream. His critiques could
make us tremble, yet when he imparted his
knowledge, it was with an unparalleled
depth of care and affection”.

The passing of Imtiaz Qureshi — who
was also known as Pehelwan Qureshi, due
to his early training in wrestling — marks
the end of an era. He was known for his en-
couragement towards all, his humility, and
eagerness to learn from others. His legacy
endures not only through his legendary
culinary creations but also through the ex-
traordinary journey that defined his life and
touched so many.

The writer is a chef and food historian

[Z INDIAN EXPRESS =

fmems il ~iE ki ondrrs
wearil WL Pl

FEBRUARY 21, 1984, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

PM Vi1siTS NELLIE

WHILE ARRANGEMENTS WERE being made
for Mrs Gandhi’s visit to Nellie, and possibly
Mangaldai, 45 more bodies were discovered
in the Valley and the toll around Nellie was
authoritatively put around 600 as the penul-
timate round of what has now become a
four-phase polling ended with thin voting.
The AASU and AAGSP gave a call for a 13-
hour Gauhati bandh coinciding with the
PM'’s visit.

AXALI TALKS FAIL

THE TRIPARTITE TALKS between the Centre,
the Akali Dal and leaders of Opposition

ended without any settlement. Even an at-
tempt to involve Rajiv Gandhi, MP, in the fi-
nal settlement did not prove fruitful. The
river waters issue, which has been discussed
for two days, was near solution but a hitch
on one clause of the agreement stalled it.
Even the territorial claims which appeared
almost settled could not make headway.

CRis1s IN BIHAR CONG

WITH THE CONGRESS-I high command un-
able to decide on the change in leadership
in Bihar, lobbying continued with the cen-
tral leaders. The dissidents stepped up their
campaign for the removal of Jagannath
Mishra as the chief minister. Two dissident

groups met the Prime Minister, Mrs Indira
Gandhi, and submitted to her their griev-
ances against Mishra, demanding his
immediate replacement.

N-FUEL REPROCESSED

INDIA HAS BEEN reprocessing spent nu-
clear fuel at the Tarapur reprocessing plant
for the last two months, according to
sources in the Department of Atomic
Energy in Bombay. The spent fuel is from
the Rajasthan atomic power plant. The
quantity of fuel being reprocessed is not
known. This is the first time that India has
carried out commercial-scale reprocessing
of spent fuel from power reactors.
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Why are we falling ill so often?

Greater incidence of influenza could be linked to evolving strains
of the virus, antimicrobial resistance

=Y
KaMINT WALIA

THERE IS A growing concern over the escala-
tion of respiratory diseases, particularly
Influenza A(H1N1),in India. The most recent
data from the National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC) suggests a resurgence of
Influenza A (HIN1) cases in Kerala,
Maharashtra, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Chhattisgarh, Sikkim, Uttarakhand and West
Bengal, with a few states also reporting deaths
related to influenza. An NCDC report high-
lighted the presence of A(HIN1) pdm09,
A(H3N2), and Type B Victoria lineage strains
in India. These flu viruses in India are similar
to the ones found worldwide and are of the
same type that the World Health Organization
(WHO)recommends vaccines for, specifically
the Southern Hemisphere 2024. Clinicians
have advised people with cough and cold
symptoms to get tested for both flu and Covid-
19, as there has been anincrease in chest infec-
tions and hospital admissions. In response to
arise in influenza infections in the country,
the NCDC has recommended the prudent use
of the Southern Hemisphere’s 2024 quadri-
valent influenza vaccine.

Seasonal influenza (the flu) is an acute
respiratory infection caused by influenza
viruses. It is highly contagious, affects the
respiratory system, including the nose,
throat and lungs, and is common in all parts
of the world. Seasonal influenza is charac-
terised by a sudden onset of fever, cough
(usually dry), headache, muscle and joint
pain, severe malaise (feeling unwell), sore
throat and a runny nose. The cough can be
severe and can last two or more weeks. Most
people recover from fever and other symp-
toms within a week without requiring med-
ical attention. But influenza can cause se-
vere illness or deaths, especially in people
at high risk. In industrialised countries, most
deaths associated with influenza occur
among people aged 65 years or older. The
effects of seasonal influenza epidemics in
developing countries are not fully known,
but research estimates that 99 per cent of
deaths in children under five years of age
with influenza-related lower respiratory
tract infections are found in developing
countries. Epidemics can result in high lev-
els of worker/school absenteeism and pro-
ductivity losses. Clinics and hospitals can be
overwhelmed during peak illness periods.

Influenza viruses are constantly evolv-
ing. In India, the most prevalent subtypes
are influenza A (H1N1), (H3N2), and in-
fluenza B viruses. Every year, there are out-
breaks of influenza in India, particularly dur-
ing winter. Factors like high population
density, poor hygiene practices, weather
conducive to the survival and spread of the
virus and low vaccination rates increase the
risk of flu transmission. Extensive epidemi-
ological studies have explored the relation-
ship between seasonal epidemics of respira-
tory viruses and meteorological factors.
Climate change has direct or indirect effects

on the occurrence and transmission of viral
respiratory infections, including influenza.
Due to climate change, seasonal epidemics
of influenza may shift spatially and tempo-
rally, with rising temperatures and abnor-
mal rainfall patterns being contributing fac-
tors. Extreme weather events have the
potential to exacerbate risks of influenza and
transmission of other respiratory viruses.

Most cases of human influenza are clin-
ically diagnosed. However, during periods
of low influenza activity or outside of epi-
demic situations, the infection of other res-
piratory viruses (e.g. SARS-CoV-2, rhi-
novirus, respiratory syncytial virus,
parainfluenza and adenovirus) can also
present as influenza-like illness (ILI), which
makes the clinical differentiation of in-
fluenza from other pathogens difficult. In
absence of definitive diagnosis and symp-
toms coinciding with acute respiratory in-
fections, indiscriminate antimicrobial use
happens. Acute respiratory infections are
the leading cause of outpatient antibiotic
prescription, with over 80 per cent receiv-
ing antibiotics unnecessarily in Low- or
Middle-Income Countries (LMIC), including
influenza patients who may not particularly
benefit from such treatment. India is already
seeing increasing levels of antimicrobial re-
sistance (AMR), according to data published
by ICMR and NCDC annually.

The latest report by NCDC also provides
substantial evidence of excessive prescrip-
tion of antimicrobials from the “Watch” cat-
egory of WHO’s AWaRe classification. It is,
therefore, necessary to implement interven-
tions that can lead to reduction in opportu-
nities for antimicrobial prescriptions. Flu
vaccine shots for the elderly is part of in-
fluenza control measures implemented in
more than 100 countries, including some
LMICs like Mexico, Tajikistan, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Thailand, Oman, Philippines and
Sri Lanka. This has led to decreased risk of
hospitalisation and deaths in elderly popu-
lation as well as reduction in antimicrobial
usage. About a dozen flu vaccines have been

Extensive epidemiological
studies have explored the
relationship between
seasonal epidemics of
respiratory viruses and
meteorological factors.
Climate change has direct or
indirect effects on the
occurrence and transmission
of viral respiratory
infections, including
influenza. Due to climate
change, seasonal epidemics
of influenza may shift
spatially and temporally,
with rising temperatures and
abnormal rainfall patterns
being contributing factors.
Extreme weather events have
the potential to exacerbate
risks of influenza and
transmission of other
respiratory viruses.

CR Sasikumar

approved for use in India, too. The Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW ) rec-
ommends annual influenza vaccination for
high risk groups, specifically healthcare
workers, pregnant women, and people with
chronic health conditions. For children be-
low five years and adults over 65 years, the
seasonal influenza vaccine has been cate-
gorised as “desirable” or lower priority.
While MoHFW recommends these vaccines,
they do not routinely purchase or provide
them for these age groups.

The immunisation programmes in all
LMICs are maturing at a rapid speed.
Implementation of Covid-19 vaccine pro-
gramme was the beginning of an adult im-
munisation programme in India which must
be leveraged for making other adult vaccines
available in the country. The discussion on
the introduction of influenza vaccine into
the government's Universal Immunisation
Programme is limited by the lack of data on
morbidity and mortality caused by influenza
in India. For the same reason, strategies for
influenza prevention and control have not
been prioritised by health societies such as
the Indian Medical Association or Indian
Academy of Pediatrics. As the country em-
barks towards universal health coverage and
in the wake of recent influenza outbreaks,
it is an opportune time for the government
to adopt a more preventive approach. The
expansion of the immunisation programme
to include influenza vaccines needs to be
considered as this will not only benefit those
vaccinated, it will also reduce community
transmission, unnecessary antimicrobial
prescriptions and superimposed bacterial
infections that can complicate influenza and
require antibiotics. This will help augment
AMR containment efforts in the country and
be both pragmatic and in line with the ongo-
ing pandemic-preparedness efforts.

The writer is senior scientist and
programme officer, AMR,
Indian Council

of Medical Research

A home too far

To make housing affordable, land markets must be reformed

SHISHIR GUPTA, NANDINI AGNIHOTRI, ANNIE GEORGE

IN HER BUDGET speech on February 1, the
Finance Minister mentioned two housing
schemes. First, under PMAY-Grameen, “two
crore more houses will be taken up in the
next five years”. Second, the government
will launch a scheme to help “sections of the
middle class living in rented houses, or
slums, or chawls and unauthorised colonies
to buy or build their own houses”. State in-
tervention in terms of housing subsidies can
be justified for economically poor house-
holds if the objective is to give them house
ownership, since the market can't deliver
housing at a price point that they can afford.
However, for middle-income groups, the
proposed scheme should focus on increas-
ing the affordability of housing, rather than
providing subsidies to them since housing
is expensive in India.

The government’s intent in announcing
this housing scheme for the middle class is
laudable since access to housing is a prereq-
uisite for a dignified life. According to the lat-
est available Census data of 2011, 17 per cent
of all urban households in India live in slums.
The situation is especially grave in India’s
bigger cities — 41 per cent of households in
Greater Mumbai, 30 per cent in Kolkata, and
29 per cent in Chennai live in slums. Housing
affordability remains elusive, despite at-
tempts by successive governments to ad-
dress the problem. This begs a fundamental
question: How expensive is housing really
inIndia, and why? Answering this will pro-
vide clarity on how to tackle this challenge,
especially in light of the proposed housing
scheme for the middle-class.

Housing in India is indeed expensive rel-
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ative to its yardstick of affordability. At an
average price-to-income ratio (PTI) of 11 —
that is, years of income required for an av-
erage household to buy a 90 square metre
apartment — it is more than twice as expen-
sive as its affordability benchmark of 5.
While housing in countries like the US,
Australia, and Germany is more affordable,
several other countries, especially in the de-
veloping world, such as Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, and China have PTIs that are worse
than India’s.

There could be two reasons for high
house prices — a runaway increase in prices
over time, and/or higher base prices due to
structural reasons. We argue in our work-
ing paper “House Prices in India: How High,
and for How Long?” that the latter is the
primary cause of this high house price phe-
nomenon, and hence the resolution will re-
quire reforming the land markets. This will
improve transparency in the real estate
sector, making it more competitive and im-
proving affordability. House prices have ap-
preciated by 9.3 per cent on an annual ba-
sis between 1991-2021, which is similar to
gold at 9.2 per cent, but lower than the
Sensex and nominal income growth at 13.5
per centand 12.5 per cent respectively. This
profile of returns across assets is consistent
with that in other countries. Thus, housing
in India is not expensive due to a supernor-
mal price increase over the past few
decades, and hence it must be due to struc-
tural reasons.

Housing affordability moves in tandem
with the degree of “transparency” in the real
estate industry; one helpful measure of this

is the transparency index computed by the
real estate consulting firm Jones Lang LaSalle
(JLL). The average PTI for countries with a
“highly transparent” real estate industry is 8,
and 14 for countries with “low trans-
parency”. Despite being one of the best im-
provers in the Asia-Pacific region over the
last few years as a result of reforms like RERA
and digitisation of land records, India is still
ranked within the “semi- transparent” co-
hort. A key reason for this is the lack of cred-
ible and rigorous land use planning and im-
plementation, which leads to constrained
and unpredictable supply of land. Only 28
per cent of Indian cities have approved mas-
ter plans, almost none of which are detailed
enough or contain the requisite financing
and sequencing for key plan proposals. This
absence of granularity and concomitant fi-
nancing makes it uncertain if the city will
actually develop according to the plan and
by what timeline. In contrast, Singapore’s
40-50 years concept plan is broken down
into 20-year, plot-by-plot development
plans with identified sequencing of projects
and broad financing strategies.

This semi-transparent milieu makes the
entry of new real estate developers difficult,
giving rise to a less-than-competitive in-
dustry structure. Compared to other indus-
tries, real estate in India has a significant
number of firms making supernormal prof-
its (of more than 20 per cent) in the long
run. Since profitability in real estate is
driven largely by prices, the ability of some
developers to make significantly higher
profits must be due to their ability to com-
mand a “premium”, which could be due to

a host of factors like their credibility, repu-
tation, and access to parcels of land with in-
frastructure connectivity. The advantages
from access to good parcels of land become
even more critical when land supply is con-
strained. A less-than-competitive real es-
tate industry operating in a semi-transpar-
ent environment also incentivises people,
especially those with unaccounted income,
toinvestinreal estate, reinforcing this high
price structure. It is not a coincidence that
77 per cent of India’s household wealth is
stored in real estate compared to 62 per
cent for China, 44 per cent for the US, and
37 per cent for Germany.

The first step in improving affordability,
thus, is to release land supply in a planned
and transparent manner. This will increase
competition and put pressure on prices, in
turn improving affordability. Not only will
this provide a large segment of Indians with
access to decent housing, but in the process
will also boost GDP growth and create
much-needed non-farm employment.
Government schemes have usually aimed
to make housing affordable by focusing on
increasing housing stock through subsidies,
rather than addressing the root cause by
credibly unlocking land supply. As we
embark on a new housing scheme, we
would be well-advised to take a holistic
view of the issue so the resolution is tar-
geted and efficient.

Gupta is Senior Fellow, Agnihotriis Research
Analyst and George is Research

Assistant at Centre for Social

and Economic Progress, Delhi
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“It is essential to foster a discriminating attitude towards online material, just as
towards spoken gossip and rumour. That means not only educating children to
critically analyse what they see online, but also encouraging adults to do so.”

— THEGUARDIAN

Loss of a
ouiding light

Sant Shiromani Acharya Vidhyasagar Maharaj

believed that a strong nation is built on foundation
of citizens’ commitment to their duties

NARENDRA MODI

SANT SHIROMANI ACHARYA Shri 108
Vidhyasagar Ji Maharaj Ji attained samadhi
and left us all saddened. His life is a spiri-
tually rich epoch graced with profound
wisdom, boundless compassion and an un-
wavering commitment to uplift humanity.
I have had the honour of receiving his bless-
ings on numerous occasions. Thus, I feel a
deep sense of loss, akin to losing a guiding
light that has illuminated the path for
countless souls, including myself. His
warmth, affection and blessings were not
just gestures of goodwill but profound
transmissions of spiritual energy, empow-
ering and inspiring all those fortunate
enough to have come in contact with him.

Pujya Acharya Ji will always be remem-
bered as a triveni of wisdom, compassion
and service. He was a true tapasvi, whose
life epitomised the ideals of Bhagwan
Mahavir. His life exemplified the core prin-
ciples of Jainism, embodying its ideals
through his own actions and teachings. His
care towards all living beings mirrored
Jainism’s profound respect for life. He lived
a life of truthfulness, reflecting Jainism’s
emphasis on honesty in thought, word, and
deed. He also led a very simple lifestyle.

It is due to stalwarts like him that the
world continues to be inspired by Jainism
and the life of Bhagwan Mahavir. He stood
tallamong the Jain community but hisim-
pact and influence were not limited to only
one community. People across faiths, re-
gions and cultures came to him and he
worked tirelessly towards spiritual awak-
ening, particularly among the youth.

Education was an area very close to his
heart. His journey from Vidhyadhar (his
childhood name)to Vidhyasagar was one of
deep commitment to acquiring and impart-
ing knowledge. It was his firm belief that ed-
ucation is the cornerstone of a just and en-
lightened society. He championed the cause
of knowledge as a means to empower indi-
viduals, enabling them to lead lives of pur-
pose and contribution. His teachings em-
phasised the importance of self-study and
self-awareness as the pathways to true wis-
dom, urging his followers to engage in life-
long learning and spiritual growth.

At the same time, Sant Shiromani Acha-
rya Vidhyasagar Ji Maharaj Ji wanted our
youngsters to get an education that is also
rooted in our cultural ethos. He often said
that it was because we drifted away from
the learnings of the past that we were not
able to find solutions to key challenges like
water scarcity. He also believed that a holis-
tic education is one that focuses on skilling
and innovating. He took immense pride in
India’s linguistic diversity and encouraged
youngsters to learn Indian languages.

Pujya Acharya Ji himself wrote exten-
sively in Sanskrit, Prakrit and Hindi. The
heights he reached as a saint, and how
grounded he was on the earth, is seen
clearly in his iconic work Mookmati.
Through his works, he gave a voice to
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the downtrodden.

In the domain of healthcare too, Pujya
Acharya Ji's contributions were transfor-
mative. He was associated with several ef-
forts, especially in underserved areas. His
approach to healthcare was holistic, inte-
grating physical well-being with spiritual
wellness, thereby addressing the needs of
the person as a whole.

Iwould especially urge the coming gen-
erations to study extensively about Sant
Shiromani Acharya Shri Vidhyasagar Ji
Maharaj Ji's commitment to nation build-
ing. He would always urge people to rise
above any partisan considerations and in-
stead focus on national interest. He was one
of the strongest votaries of voting because
he saw it as an expression of participation
in democratic processes. He advocated
healthy as well as clean politics, even say-
ing that policy-making has to be about peo-
ple’s welfare, not self interest (Lokneeti is
about Loksangrah not Lobhsangrah).

He believed that a strong nation is built
on the foundation of its citizens' commit-
ment to their duties — towards themselves,
their families, society, and the country. He
encouraged individuals to cultivate virtues
such as honesty, integrity and self-reliance,
which he saw as essential for the creation
of a just, compassionate and thriving soci-
ety. This emphasis on duties is of greatim-
portance as we work towards building a
Viksit Bharat.

In an era where environmental degra-
dation is rampant world over, Pujya
Acharya Ji called for a way of life which
would minimise the harm being inflicted
on nature. Likewise, he saw a paramount
role for agriculture in our economy, stress-
ing on making agriculture modern as well
as sustainable. His work towards reform-
ing jail inmates was also noteworthy.

The beauty of our land is that for thou-
sands of years, our soil has produced greats
who have shown light to others and made
our society better. Pujya AcharyaJi stands as
a towering figure in this illustrious lineage
of saints and social reformers. Whatever he
did, he did not just for the present but also
the future.

In November last year, I had the oppor-
tunity to visit the Chandragiri Jain Mandir
in Dongargarh in Chhattisgarh. Little did I
know that this visit would be my last meet-
ing with Pujya Acharya Ji. Those moments
were very special. He spoke to me for along
time, blessing me for my efforts in serving
the nation. He expressed joy on the direc-
tion our nation is taking and the respect
India is getting on the world stage. He was
filled with enthusiasm while talking about
the work he was doing. Then and always,
his gentle gaze and serene smile were
enough to instill a sense of peace and pur-
pose. His blessings felt like a soothing balm
on the soul, a reminder of the divine pres-
ence within and around us.

Sant Shiromani Acharya Shri 108
Vidhyasagar Ji Maharaj Ji's void is deeply
felt by all who knew him and were touched
by his teachings and his life. However, he
lives on in the hearts and minds of those he
inspired. In honouring his memory, we
commit to embodying the values he es-
poused. In this way, we not only pay tribute
to a great soul but also take forward his
mission for our country and people.

The writer is the Prime Minister of India

MEET IN THE MIDDLE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Keep the
door open’ (IE, February 20). The dead-
lock between farmers’ unions and the
government is concerning. The govern-
ment's proposal for open-ended MSP
procurement of pulses, maize, and cot-
ton is a notable opportunity. While the
demand for a “legal guarantee” for MSP
in all crops may face practical chal-
lenges, maintaining open communica-
tionis crucial. Addressing farmers’ con-
cerns and highlighting the positive
impact of open-ended MSP on crop di-
versification can pave the way for col-
laboration. As we approach the elec-
tions, framing negotiations to prioritise
farmers’ welfare is imperative.
Shambhavi Thakur, Bengaluru

SAY NO TO WAR

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Cease fire’
(IE, February 20). Israel has launched
massive attacks in Gaza since October
7,2023. Over 29,000 Palestinians have
reportedly lost their lives. Ahumanitar-
ian ceasefire must be put in place as
stressed by Australia, Canada and India.
Hamas supported by Hezbollah and
Houthis should also release all hostages
immediately. The US, UK and EU must
stop supplying war materials to Israel.
Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

A LICENCE TO POLICE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Neither
uniform nor civil’ (IE, February 20). The
Uniform Civil Code adopted by the
Uttarakhand Assembly is flawed on
many counts, and in some respects, it is
regressive — eliminating existing
rights. Many of the provisions are a di-
rect assault on women'’s sexual auton-
omy and provide licence for moral
policing and vigilantism. It also gives
the state the power to interfere in con-
sensual relationships between adults,
including onissues of marriage and di-
vorce. The tool at the centre of the Code
is criminalisation.

S S Paul, Chakdaha, Nadia

IDEAS LIVE ON

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A Russian
tragedy’ (IE, February 20). Alexei
Navalny’s death in a remote penal
colony shows the tragic price of dissent
in Vladimir Putin’s Russia. It highlights
the urgent need for global condemna-
tion of Putin’s authoritarianism, and
solidarity with the Russian opposition.
While the fractured state of the
opposition and ongoing conflicts pose
challenges, Alexei Navalny’s legacy
reminds us to continue the good fight
for democracy.

Sampada Sriram, via email
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S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER
Tendar Motica No: (1) ST-0T-E1_Shifting

\T QLA

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
> OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE :

SUNABEDA

email- serwshd2003@yahoo.com

™NOTOO0

Pate12:02:2024

e- Procurement Notice for PM-JANMAN, Batch-I works

Name of the Work

Class of Contractor

Estimated Cost

Nos)

other licensing authority.
. Varies from Rs. 136.01 Lakhs to Rs. 321.88 Lakhs

(Approximately)

- Construction of road works under PM-JANMAN- (02

: “B” & “A” Class of (Odisha PWD) or relevant class of

(OIPR- 25182/11/0066/2324

5. The details of works can be seen from the web site
https ://www. pmgsytenders.gov.in for PM-JANMAN Road works.
6. Any Comgendum/Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender web sites.

4. Details projects as per
Annexure attached
- Procurement Bid Availabili - Last Date & - Date & Time of opening
Officer Identification line for bidding Time of of tender
No. From To Seikll'r.ltg til.ldsr {—Technieal-Financial
clarificatio! | Bid Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Fhl f !“f"‘lEP\VXv f‘SBD 1’7 02 ’me‘ ll.f\’l.’)n"?/! n'7.n’2.")n"7/! I 1’).{\’2")0’)4 T b
Construction Online - at up to up to at intimated
Engineer, Rural 6012023-24 11.00 AM. | 5.00 PM. 2.00 PM. 11,00 A.M. | separately
Works Circle,
Sunabeda

Sd/-
Chief Engineer

Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda

Di

Py
k =
.\é—f 3
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA— ]

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BID
e-Procurement INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

3050 PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION, RAYAGADA.
e-mail:- eephd.rgda.od @nic.in, eephdrgda@
DING THR

gmail.com

.

NO. EEPHDRAYAGADA-69/2023-24

vision,

DT. 07.02.2024

Rayagada.
eephdrgda@ gmail.com

“https://www.tendersorissa.gov.in”.

Email:

SI Name of the Bid Estimated; Class of | Period of Availability of Bid
No. work identification | Cost (Rs. Contractor| Completion| Document for Online
No. In Lakh) Bidding

I~{-Augmentation EEPHD 518:35+*A*Class 10 22.02:2024+07.03.2024|

of Water RAYAGADA (Ten (11.00 Hr) | (17.00 Hr)

Supply to -69/2023-24 Months)

Gunupur Town Dtd.
(Zone-1 and 07.02.2024
Zone-2)

Name & Address of Officer Inviting Bid: Executive Engi-ﬁeer PH.
eephd.rgda.od @nic.in,

v Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal

+ All amendments, time extension, clarifications etc. will be uploaded

in the website only. Bidders should regularly visit the above website
to keep themselves updated.

OIPR-13052/11/0035/2324

Sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
P.H. DIVISON, RAYAGADA

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

committed)

(2) Oleda,

OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr.PC.)

the offence in Case

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused (1)
Ansari, (2) Oleda, W/o Ansari, (3) Anwar Hussain, S/o Ansari,
(4) Pinki, W/o Anwar Hussain, (5) Tohidul, S/o Ansari and
(6) Harkano Khatoon, W/o Abdul Rehman all are R/o Jhuggi
Mo, 8, South City No. 1, Gali No. 5, Silokhera Market, Sector-40,
Gurugram, Haryana have committed (or are suspected fo have
FIR No. 814/2023, dated
17.09.2023, U/S 308/323/342/34 IPC, PS Shahbad Dairy, Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused (1) Ansari, (2) Oleda, (3) Anwar Hussain,
(4) Pinki, (5) Tohidul and (6) Harkano Khatoon can not be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused (1) Ansari, (2) Oleda, (3) Anwar Hussain, (4) Pinki,
(5) Tehidul and (6) Harkano Khatoon have absconded (or are
concealing themselves to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused (1) Ansari,
(3) Anwar Hussain, (4) Pinki,
(6) Harkano Khatoon of FIR No. 814/2023, dated 17.09.2023,
U/S 308/323/342/34 IPC, PS Shahbad Dairy, Delhi are required

(5) Toehidul and

Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

tgp:g PSPCL
(Regd. Office : PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in
Mobile No. 96461-55525

E-Tender Enq. No. 517/P-3/EMPW-12493 Dated 16.02.2024
Dy Chief Engineer/ Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP,
Roopnagar invites E-Tender ID No. 2024 _POWER_118299_1 for
Breakdown/ Preventive Mtc & Overhauling of DM Plants, DG Sets,
Compressors, Hydrogen gas plants, Fire protection system, AC system
and other allied Mechanical Auxiliaries of stage-Il and Il for 4 units BHEL
make 210 MW each and work of Central Mechanical Workshop at
GGSSTP, Rupnagar. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer
to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 19.02.24/ 05.00 PM onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online
at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in RTP-25/24 32653/Pb

Himiachal Pradiesh
Fublic Works Department
“Corrigendum™
ENIDER PRADHAN MANTHD GGHAM SADAK YOS APMGSY-I0
w=Frocuremmcnt CURBIGENTNY Nabice

Il lour midnbsers ender et Pridllsnn Manir Cirain Saak Y ojfa (PGS Y 11 wene sl
glhee leter Mo SEOX WS- Tender (PRGSY =1111 204 | AWAH-50 idalad

b throigh esprocurement nobice e lollowing |

C= M NIT U RE SEmInsrniiye reasons

S, = Changes i deles
(wr.| .i-:i;i";l.'l.lpl.!lbllu “Dates us menthoned in “Diates ws amended
i preyies Molice
2 [Late date’ Time for receipt | 19,00.2024 at 1700 hours | 26,82,2024 a1 1780 hours |
i Hils |
[ 3 The technicnl hids will be PO I024 wi 1100 hoars | 27022024 ui 1100 homrs 1
|'i'l.:Il.l.| il
Urhar perers amd comdinions shill remain unchangsd
"1IIF||.'III'|I|."'I|-I'|II11_I Enzincer
1 lih Circle, HF.FWTL,
GlIZHIF Ramjrur Bashahr.

Punjab State Power Cornporation Limited

W™ PSPCL
(Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala)

CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in
(Contact No. 9646123323)

TENDER ENQUIRY No. PPR-08/2024 Dated: 20.02.2024

Chief Engineer/PP&R Organization, Shed No. D-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL,
Patiala invites E-tender under three part bid system for supply of electrical
energy (RE- Solar) from interstate/intrastate sources viz. Generators, Traders
having Valid Inter State Trading License issued by CERC for interstate trad-
ing of energy, intrastate trading license issued by PSERC for intrastate trad-
ing of energy, State Electricity Boards, State Electricity Utilities, States IPPs
& CPPs from 7th March 2024 to 9th June 2024. The link for the e-Bidding por-
tal is www.mstcecommerce.com and also available on the website of Ministry
of Power (www.Powermin.nic.in) and PFC Consultancy Limited (www.pfcin-
dia.com). For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to
www.mstcecommerce.com from 19.02.2024 onwards.

NOTE:- Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
www.mstcecommerce.com

C137/24 32656/Pb

Punjab State Power Cornporation Limited

W™ PsPcL

(Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in
(Contact No. 9646123323)

TENDER ENQUIRY No. PPR-09/2024 Dated: 20.02.2024

Chief Engineer/PP&R Organization, Shed No. D-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL,
Patiala invites E-tender under three part bid system for supply of electrical
energy (RE-Non Solar) from interstate/intrastate sources viz. Generators,
Traders having Valid Inter State Trading License issued by CERC for inter-
state trading of energy, intrastate trading license issued by PSERC for
intrastate trading of energy, State Electricity Boards, State Electricity Utilities,
States IPPs & CPPs from 7th March 2024 to 9th June 2024. The link for the
e-Bidding portal is www.mstcecommerce.com and also available on the web-
site of Ministry of Power (www.Powermin.nic.in) and PFC Consultancy
Limited (www.pfcindia.com). For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please
refer to www.mstcecommerce.com from 19.02.2024 onwards.

NOTE:- Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
www.mstcecommerce.com C138/24 32658/Pb

BTATHA AIRURSIG, TSI (IST.)

T AU TR S 2024 S 12601 faie: 15.02.2024
¥ -foafagr ga=m 02/2023-24

PEU_TMZ. (2) 5T-OT-5pl-TPER-ADL-23-
24 (1) ST-OT-5pl-ADL-CGA-23-24. Date;

18.02 2024, For and oo behalf of President
of India, the Sr. DSTE (Cao), South Eastam
Railway, Kharagpur-T2 1301 imdtes e-tender
for the following works before 11.00 hrs.
an the date mentioned against items and
will b2 opened at 11.30 hrs. (1) Description
of wark: Supply, Installation and
Commissioning of ST portion of wark in
cornesction bo construction of station balidng
al Rajgoda, Mahizadal & Barda in Kharagpur
Division of South Eastern Rallway. Tender
Value: T 76.63,501.41. EMD: ¥ 1,53,300.
Completion Period: 12 months. (2}
Description of work: Execubion of signaling
work, addition & alteration 1o the Existing
systam, ardinany repair & maintenance work
Tk thee period of by years in Tikiagara- Andul
(Ex) secticn including Santragachi-Amta
and Saniragachi-Shalimar seclion of Soulh
Eastern Railway. Tender Yalue: ¥
1,16,39,870.29. EMD: 7 2,09, 200

Completion Period: 24 months. (3)
Derscription of wark: Execulon of sgralng
weork, addition & altaration 1o the Existing
sysiem, ardinany repair & mainbanance work,
for the period of two years inAndul-Chenoail
seclion of South Easlern Railway. Tender
Value: T 98 656 455,22 EMD: ¥ 1,89.100

Completion Period: 24 months, Cost of
tender document: Nil (for S Mo, 1 to 3)

Date of cpening: 1403 2024 (for 5Lk, 1
te 3} Date of submission: Upto 1200 ks

of 14.03.2024 (for Si.Mo. 110 3). Interasiad
tendearers may visit website
www.ireps.gov.in for full details!
description’specification of the tender and

FAVAN WA nE AN VAV i nh Nia AiWAY VAN AN 7ol & BV
UV LLVINUUYILUINDE UL UL

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER & BASIN MANAGER,
SUBARNAREKHA & BUDHABALANGA BASIN,
AT/PO:- LAXMIPOSI, DIST:-MAYURBHANJ
Mail 1d. cebmsbb2019@gmail. Com
Government of Odisha “e¢” PROCUREMENT NOTICE
Bid Identification No. 41/23-24 of CEBM, SBB, Laxm1p0s1

1. | Name of work

:| Sub—mmors mcludmg all structures Wlth C.C.hmng and service road.
ARs:2885:37-Lakh

-'DD 199678 Lakh

2. | Estimated Cost

Iﬂn 1988-39-FLakh

L A-Rs:28,85.400
:| B. Rs. 19,96,800/-
C. Rs. 19,88,400/-
+For-S:1-No-A;B-& €-24-(Twenty-Four)-Calendar- Months

- | ‘For S.I. No. A- “Special” Class and “Super” Class & For S.I. No. B & C.- “A” Class and
1 “Special” Class

3. | Bid Security/ E.M.D.

4--Period-of Completion

5. | Class of Contractor

6 Date & Time of avaitabitity

" | of bid document in the portal if|21-02.2024 at 10.00 AM

Eastdatertinme for receipt of

) 12.U5.2024Up 10 5. UU FM
bid in the portal )

| in Office of the CE & BM, S & B Basin, Laxmiposi.
| 14.03.24 at 11:00 A.-M.

& Conference (For S.I.No. A)
9.1 Date of opening of bid

N QA £ 41
NaMe&AQaress-orinc
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Rudhaly

Chiaf R Qaal 11 Q 1
Stdarnarekna-sc-budanavaranga uamn
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10.

| Laxmiposi, Mayurbhanj

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement Portal “https://tendersodisha.gov.in".
Sd/-
Chief Engineer & Basin Manage1
Subarnarekha & Budhabalanga Basin

OIPR-32429/11/0005/2324 Laxmiposi, Mayurbhan

Oilice of the dSuperintending Engineer,

Bulandshahr Circle, P.W.D., Bulandshahr (U.P.)
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) {E-Tender}
1662 /96M (I/E-TENDER/BSR CIRCLE/2023-24

submit thair bids online. In no case manual
tendars for these works will be accepted
(PR-1153)

— 3I0 Vo UleR -araoH
iy, S ]
VP: o= wom frfrr
prricl W gq SR S Al
T (Stoudodlo) #H YSitepd, fafgd T
el SheR / HHI AR -
> faferar EICiS EERIFE!

Dated:
12.02.2024|

1. On behalf of Hon’ble Governor of Uttar Pradesh, Superintending Engineer, Bulandshahr Circle,
U.P. PW.D Bulandshahr invites following Item rate bid online through http://etender.up.nic.i
the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UPPWD, from dated 22.02.2024 tc
27.02.2024 Upto 12.00 as per the prescribed SBD of Govt. of UP Technical bids will be open
online on date 27.02.2024 at 12.30 PM. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening
of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day respectively, at|
the same time and validity of bid will be considered from the original date. The date and time of
opening of the financial bid shall be notified on the website.

Letter No. :

1] Fll.l_.._
Fijipn

Sk Name of Work— 7 Estimatedr— Bid 7 Costof Work Contractors . .. e |
No cost (Rs. | Security Document, Completion Category http://etender.up.nic.in W CIBIER
inLac) | (R i;1 (in Rs.) ! ST T | 36 $-ffarer o weher/fRe
acs
- " —r . . T R AR TeNEEeR bl fom T g
I
1| Widening and Strengthening —2840.00 | 42.60  Tender | 12 Months A RO T QTF%TH R 3 I/
of Hamidpur Sikandrabad Cost Rs. including | (Road Work wd ‘gﬁTﬁ‘ %l%
Kuchesar Road (SH-100) from 30042000 | rainy season fepar %ﬁ N\Q/Eﬁ' éﬁ 3 \ﬂ .

Ch. 48.345 to Ch. 64.910 + GST Rs. fordt o ShRifga T 7eEeRehdl o
(Length 16.565 Km) 421741: gg' FHATAT H @ ST Fehdl & | FeifRa fafy
2+ Widening work of Two Lanes—1200.00 T 24.00 | Tender 12 Months A < forer e {’[u_&'t[ﬂﬁ et SRl RIE
with paved shoulders in km 1 Cost Rs. including | (Road Work Eﬁ?—f @Tﬁ ?ﬁ ehqqi alﬁl{‘ilsd I 5|er\| GITQTﬁ
to 6 (500) of Gulaothi Abadi 30042000 | rainy season . . Tq@?f T@lﬁ %n_{ m

part (Old National Highway + GST Rs. Si: w3 & 1
from NH-334 in Bulandshahr 414 = Rs. aaﬂlsz ol fafia a@ﬁ LAl ElT%T{ | 1
District 2714.00 So-faferar W&aT-03,2023-2024 : e

3. The Bid Security and Tender Document Fee must be deposited By the Contractor/Firm through
Online Banking/NEFT/RTGS

4. All registered contractors have to upload Turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 year and details of
maximum cost work satisfactorily completed in last 5 years on Chanakya Software before
Submission of tender.

5. The e-tender, which will be uploaded on http://etender.up.nic.in. It will be mandatory to upload
the details on Chanakya software of Public Works Department, Uttar Pradesh before the last date
and time of tendering.

6. Terms & conditions related to bids are available on website http://etender.up.nic.in.

(S.K.Gautam)
Superintending Engineer
Bulandshahar Circle, PWD,
Bulandshahar

400 h0I0 TTHEAT HRIETETE T A1
400 hOl0 99 9R UewH faed
HIERIE, TZUIE TG =T
qraIf-gd | e R |0 2000/
A | fAfaer Yok w0 590.00 HIE | el
@t faf™ 07-03-2024 &/~ ( STeromE|
atfrerar ) Tl 400 hodfo 3T HEIH
@UE, JoYo UMER ZFUMHIN THIUNIH
fao FUeEeR) " few H fasred
T UFAih:  80-Tdo400ekodio3UA

(Partap Singh)
Executive Engineer -
Construction Division-2, PWD, | UPID-203858 Dt. 19.02.2024
WWW.Up.gov.nic.in

Bulandshahar

Ho®o( . )/ o, Tl :19/02/2024

"IMPORTANT"

}fefifgezirﬂﬂeé%rzedm'ﬁ SO I ATEWRE: 15 Gald - Complelbton of T :q;F'rrfr ﬁam ST & 5 e, e B S No.| BOARD/ NOTICE TENDER | CLOSING DATE| (APPROX)IN| THE BOARD CER/CONTACT
Eaurahl'j: (_-‘.:; Ea: ﬁ'““"" &l s T "’l' 2 TF e 1""’*3‘*' T *'—t'_"?“ rr%;nrr A HT AT 1 HSAMB | COMPREHENSIVE  ANNUAL 19.02.2024 EMD https://etgn_ders. 9812100311 ISt Care IS taken prior 10
Metropolitan Magistrate-05 {Mngh} FAFIET (=i % S & | oI Srawr Y (W) P 9 @ g ROHTAK MgsT%‘FANgLEE\ﬁL\’\TICD)RgPiT\IAL; 29.02.2024 302007 e xenelectro- aCCeptanCG of advertising
: hitp: FI¢Ern;£aj;;gbL g_-niln d hitp: rfq_ppg raﬂﬂhq_nggﬂn 3 -r—'rw-l-fh:» :}-JI htak2023.hsamb y . .
Room No. 114, First Floor ESCALATORS ~ SYSTEM AT copy, itisnot SS|bIetover|fy
PHOT1ONDIZ024 Rohini Courts, Delhi AT Ol # | 39 Mt § |9 o as = fAfaeT sl weae § AGRO MALL, ROHTAK FOR THE @gmail.com PY, PO
e JAHIET hitp:leproc.rajasthan.gov.in 72 [ fHI aTH L €I‘ FINANCIAL YEAR 2024-25 its contents. The Indian
. a1 3% Fa 3111 a 'EI"?.'HH ﬂﬁ-:i] :-,‘-'—E%ﬁ*[ ) 25154Hry F OR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in L
. MAHARASHTRA ANIMAL AND FISHERY | |# | Express (P) Limited cannot
u. ﬂm ik Ul et feis Government of Odisha :
SCIENCES UNIVERSITY | Squa | S | 42680/~ | 10125 | 00000 | 17022026 4 Office of the Chief Construction Enei be held responsible for such
FUTALA LAKE ROAD, NAGPUR - 440 001 (M.S.) - vard | R _ el | 110320 ice of the Chief Construction Engineer,
Website: - N . T et | W H A ; o o Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur contents, nor for any loss or
ebsite: www.mafsu.in, Email: registrar @mafsu.in : : ] 25 E-mail Id serwcirclesbp@yahoo.com d . ed |'[ f
No. MAFSU/EST-6/ADVT/PROF/2235/24 Date : 20/02/2024f |~ B L Bid Identification No. Building Tender Online RWCSBP- 61/2023-24 No. 529 Dated: 13.02.2024 dmageincurredasaresuto
ADVERTISEMENT FOR RECRUITMENT TO THE POSTS OF E;E:ﬁ T'F“Ish A ﬁ “q?:ﬁﬂé‘: HTATET Tl T T A T s | ?h af The Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites online percentage rate Bid from| transaCtlonS W|th Compar“es’

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

PROFESSOR

Advertisement No. MAFSU/03/2024

The applications in the prescribed format are invited from the
interested and eligible candidates for recruitment to the posts of

Professor (Level 14, Pay Scale Rs.

1,44,200 - 2,18,200) in the

Faculty of Veterinary Science, Dairy Technology and Fishery
Science under Maharashtra Animal and Fishery Sciences University,
Nagpur. The details about advertisement, eligibility, qualifications,
number of posts, reservation and age limit etc. are available on the
University website www.mafsu.in
The prescribed application form along with the conditions and
general instructions can be downloaded from the University website

www.mafsu.

in.

Desirous candidates satisfying the eligibility shall address and submit
the prescribed application form duly completed in all respect to '"The
Registrar, Maharashtra Animal and Fishery Sciences University,
Futala Lake Road, Nagpur-440 001 (Maharashtra)."
The last date for submission of application including the
application through proper channel is 21/03/2024.
Candidates applying for more than one post shall submit separate
applications and fees for each post.
For all other details, visit the University website www.mafsu.in
Sd/-
REGISTRAR
MAFSU, Nagpur

GHAZIABAD NAGAR NIGAM

(1.8.0. 14001, 18001 Td 10001 FHTITE Hee)

NIT No 28/Nirman/2023-24

Date: 20-02-2024

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Ghaziabad Nagar Migam invites anling bids from eligibla bidders through
etender.up.nic.in for Selection of Master System Integrator (MSI) for
Implemantation of intelligent Traffic Managemeant System (ITMS) in
Ghaziabad City

The details are as under.

1 [Tender document Fee Rs. 50,000/~ (Rupees Fifty Thousand
only) Through RTGS/NEFT In GNN 1CIC
Bank Account No. 628601041088, IFSC

Cade ICICO00G286,

2 |[Earnest Monay Dapasit
(EMD)

Rz, INE 1,97 02648/~ (Indian Rupees
one crore ninety saven lakh two thousand
six hundred forty eight only) Through
RTGS/MEFT In GMN GNN HDFC Bank
Account Mo, 50100264486541, IFSC
Code. HDFCOOO0153

ar in form of Bank Guarantee (BG) as per
the format mentioned in RFP

3 [Lastdate for sending 01-03-2024 1l 2.00 Pm

Pre-bid quernes atgzb.nagar.nigami@gmail.com
4 |Date, Time & Place of At 3.00PM
Fre-bid Mesting Venue: Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam,

Mavyug market GEB, Uttar Pradesh -
201001

UBN no. : DLB2Z324WSRC31998
A

Fareafug, qrato

ST

o HaTE AW S 23 S 13295 Feafieg, arato

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Where as complaint has been made before me that accused Imran $/o0 Sh.
Mehmood Khan, R/o- H. No. 389, Chatta Lal Miyan, Delhi and H. No.
2729-J, Choti Mor Sarai, Chandni Chowk, Delhi has committed (or
suspected to have committed) the offence in case registered vide FIR No.
206/2018 U/s 135 Indian Electricity Act PS Chandni Mahal, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said
accused Imran cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Imran has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Imran of case FIR No.
206/2018 U/s 135 Indian Electricity Act PS Chandni Mahal, Delhi is
required to appear before this court (or before me) to answer the
complaint on or before the day of 21.03.2024.
By Order,
Sh. Ram Lal Meena
spl. Judge Electricity Court-02 Central
Room No. 408 Extension Block
Tis Hazari Court, New Delhi

DP/13987/CD/2023 (Court Matter)
i GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
& |

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
3070 PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION, RAYAGADA.

e-mail:- eephd.rgda.od @nic.in, eephdrgda @ gmail.com
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) NO. EEPHDRAYAGADA-65/2023-24
DT. 07.02.2024

SI Name of the Bid Estimated Class of | Period of Availability of Bid |
No. work identification | Cost (Rs. Contractor| Completion| Document for Online
No. In Lakh) Bidding
From To
e Augmentation- EEPHD 258.04 | ‘Band ‘A’ 4 22.02.2024  07.03.2024
of Water RAYAGA DA Class (Four (11.00 Hr) = (17.00 Hr)
Supply to -65/2023-24 Months)
Gunupur Town Dtd.
(Laying of 07.02.2024
Clear Water
Rising Main
DI K9 and K7
Pipe)

5 |Last date for Online Purchase

of Tender Dacument 16-03-2024 1l 2.00 P&

6 |Lastdate of online TE-03-2024 till 3.00 PM

Submission of Bids

T |Date & Time for Opening 18-03-2024 Lill 4.00 P

of Technical Proposal

8 |Lastdate of Submission TH-03-2024 till 400 P

of Hardcopy of Proposals

9 [Date & Time for Opening of Will be intimated to the tachnically
Fimancial Froposals qualified bidders

Any CormgendumiAddendum shall be published on

hitp:letender.up.nic.in only. Municipal Commissioner
Ghaziabad Magar Migam

Name & Address of Officer Inviting Bid: Executive Engineer P.H,

Division, Rayagada. Email: eephd.reda.od@nic.in,

eephdrgda @ gmail.com

% Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portall
“https://www.tendersorissa.gov.in”.

% All amendments, time extension, clarifications etc. will be uploaded}
in the website only. Bidders should regularly visit the above website
to keep themselves updated.

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
P.H. DIVISON, RAYAGADA

OIPR-13052/11/0032/2324

epaper ne SS.COm
FREE I\“ws]lrs & Magazines https://t.me/thelASonly

experienced & eligible bidders for Transferred Road Improvement Programme (TRIP) & CMRL for the year 2023-24.

associations or individuals
advertising inits newspapers
or Publications. We therefore

1 Name of work : Transferred Road Improvement Programme (TRIP) & CMRL for the year 2023-24
: 04 nos. of Details as per DTCN.

: Approximately varies from Rs.937.43 lakhs to Rs. 1635.93 lakhs.

2 No of work

3 Estimated cost

4 Class of Contractor

5 Cost of tender paper and mode of deposit

‘A’ and ‘Special’

¢ Rs. 10,000/-  per  set. (to be  deposited On-line) in  favour of  concerned

Executive Engineer.
6 Mode of submission of tender . Tender should be submitted only On line in website www.tendersorissa.gov.in. (https://tendersodisha.goy.in) reco m m e nd that re ad e rS
7 EMD and mode of deposit : 1% of estimated cost of the work to be remitted online as mentioned in DTCN. make necess ary inquiries
8 Summary of key dates are provided below : b f d ,

erore sending any monies

[ Procurement Officer | Bid Identification No.] Availability of Tender on-line for bidding Last date & time for] Date & Time of opening of tender | , g . y
From To seeking clarification Technical Bid | Financial Bid | O r e n te rl n g | n tO a. ny

1 2 3 4 S [§) / . '
| Chief Construction Engineer,| Road Tender Online- 16.02.2024 01.03.2024 28.02.2024 02.03.2024 To be intimated | agreements Wlth adverl]sers
Rural Works Circle, RWCSBP-61/2023-24| From 11.00 A.M. Upto 5.00 PM. Up to at 11.00 A.M. later ' '
Sambalpur 500 PM or otherwise acting on an
: ls:urther details can be seen from the e-procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in. (https//tendersodisha.gov.in) Sd/- adve r‘tise m e nt i n any
ubsequent modification/corrigendum/Addendum if requlred shall appear in website only. . . .
* The amount put to bid is exclusive of GST. Chief Construction Engineer, h
Rural, Works Circle, Sambalpur man ner W atSOGVGI'

* Bidder should inspect the road before bidding and quote his rate accordingly.
OIPR-25091/11/0098/2324

4 Rural Works Department
rn'l"—.ﬁi B Office of the Executive Engineer, Rural Works Department
nm_.Tl"-.r Works Division Lakhisarai

(Frzawsh ansflor gu Isere BRIgH)

Motice Inviting Re-Tender for Rural Roads Maintenance based on Output and performance based
Contract through e-procurement mode on Model Bidding Document (MBD).

(Short Notice Inviting No. - Re-Tender -MMGSUY-4515-12/2023-24)

; Executive Engineer, Rural Works Department, Works Division Lakhisarai
: 16.02,2024
: From 27.02.2024 (9:00} toc 06.03.2024 up to 15:00 hrs. Fromwebsite

1. Designation and Address of the Advertiser
2. Date of Issue of Notice Inviting Tender
3. Period for downloading of Tender documents

3, Details of Works:-

4, Date, Time & Place of Pre- Bid Meeting
5. Last Date & Time for uploading tender Document by bidder
&, Date, Urme for online apening of Technical bid
7. Lastdate, time and place for submission of Original instrument
of EMD, Cost of BOO and Affidavit regarding correctness of
Information provided with bid document

http://pmgsytenderbib.gov.in

. Date 23,02.2024 time 15:00hrs. Place Ofo Concerned Superintending Engineer
. Date06.03.2024 upto: 15:00hrs. http://pmesytenderbibh gowin
; Date D6.03,.2024 up. Time; 15:30hrs.

: Till 15:00 hrs on 06.03.2024
i Place- 0/ o-concernead

{i} Executive Enmginesr Or
[ii] Superintending Engineer Or
[iii) Chief Engineer

2. The Engineerin chief, Rural Works Department on behalf of Governor of Bihar invites bids from the eligible bidders for the works detailed below.

Costof 5
Cost of years Total | Costaf Amaunt
Length Uegradation/ | Maimena | Esimated | BOQ Bid Payable to
5l Strengthening (1 Cast SeEurily wiarks
Na o Divisian Black Marme of Road [in (i {in (Rs. In Divisicn
Rackage No. Mhstrict fin kM) | (in Lakhs) Lakhs] | Lakhs) | Rs) | Lakhs)
1 . 3 4 5 b F\ 8 9 10 11 12 13
RED Road Datta
Lakhisarai Lakhisarai Suryagarha Bandh from Ehaira 1500 15422700 Al 175.0349
MGSLY 1 Lrain Gumnti '
R 1000
L | /B4 | akhisansi | Lakhisarai | Surysgarha E"“T:’f:"l" o isasio00 | B0 ggpee | T | %38 | oo
Lakhisarai/02 0 Manspiur 2.000 :
Whark
Lakhisarai | Lakhisarai Suryagarha MR Marr:lpulr v 1.800 118.08600 E5600 | 126682 Division
sonbarsa Tola Lakhisarai
Total for the Group 5300 | 423200 | O 469.271
Far further details please visit : www.state bihar.gov.in/ prdbihar Executive Engineer
—_ : . N1 ) Rural Works Department
PR- 017720 (RWD) 202324 IC IR R E G R G R R U 2 o CERGET i I ERe I EC IRz =/ | Rl Works Divison Lakhisarai
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Air India Exp ‘STATE OF THE ECONOMY’ ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN THE RBI’S FEB BULLETIN

launches
cabin-bag
only fare

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 20

TATA GROUP airline Air India
Express on Tuesday announced
the introduction of cabin baggage-
only fare category “Xpress Lite”,
marking a fresh attempt after
years by an Indian carrier to un-
bundle the check-inbaggage serv-
ice for lower fare categories, a
prevalent practice among low-
cost carriers (LCCs)in various avi-
ation markets, including Europe
and Southeast Asia.

“Xpress Lite fares enable
guests who prefer travelling with-
out check-in baggage to make the
most of fareswhich are lower than
regular fares. Xpress Check-Inen-
ables flyers to avoid queues at
counters and baggage belts and
comes with a complimentary +3
kg cabin baggage allowance inad-
dition to significantly discounted
pre-booked prices for +15 kg and
+20 kg check-in baggage al-
lowances to ensure the maximum
flexibility and convenience for
guests booking on Xpress Lite
fares,” Air India Express said in a
statement, adding that this fare
category will only be available on
the airline’s website and mobile
application. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

Outward
remittances
surge 28% in
December

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 20

OUTWARD REMITTANCES under
the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI)
Liberalised Remittance Scheme
(LRS) registered a month-on-
month growth of 28 per cent to
$2.4 billion in December, mainly
on higher spending by Indians
during overseas travel.

In the first nine months of fi-
nancial year 2023-24 (FY24), the
total outward remittance was
around $25 billion.

On a year-on-year basis, out-
ward remittances rose 16 per cent
in December 2023. Indians remit-
ted $1.878 billion in November
and $2.176 billion during October
under LRS, the RBI's recent data
showed.

From October 1, banks imple-
mented the government’s deci-
sion to levy higher Tax Collection
at Source (TCS) rates on payments
under LRS. The higher TCSrates of
up to 20 per centare applicable on
various international spends such
as overseas tour packages which
include travel related to medical
treatment, business, education,
pilgrimage, personal gifts and do-
nations, family maintenance and
investments. In December, the
amount spent by Indians on trav-
eling abroad stood at $1.54 billion.
The data showed that travel con-
stituted around 64 per cent of the
total outward remittances al-
lowed under LRS for resident in-
dividuals in the month. The
amount spent by Indians on trav-
elling to overseas destinations
stood at $13.4 billion in the first
nine months of FY24, the RBI data
showed. FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

—— BRIEFLY —

Indiabulls HF
rightsissue

Mumbai: Indiabulls Housing
Finance’s (IHF) rights issue,
which closed on February
13, received 2.04 times sub-
scription, with shareholders
and other applicants bidding
for a total of over Rs 7,515
crore against the Rs 3,693
crorethat was on offer. ENS

Draft Al
regulationnorm
inJuly: MoSIT

New Delhi: The government
will come out with a draft
regulatory framework forar-
tificial intelligence (Al) by
June-July, Minister of State
for Electronics and IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said on
Tuesday. PTI

epaper ne 55.cCom
FREE I\Mwsnrs & Magazines https://t.me/thelASonly

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 20

THE GROWTH momentum seen
in the Indian economy during the
first half of financial year 2023-
2024 (FY24) continues and the
next leg of growth is likely to be
fuelled by the capital expendi-
ture from the corporate sector, an
article published in the Reserve
Bank of India’s (RBI) monthly
bulletin said. Expectations for a
fresh round of capex by the cor-
porate sector to take the baton
from the government and fuel
the next leg of growth are
mounting, it added.

“The corporate sector must
get its act together to relieve the
government of capex heavy lift-
ing and take advantage of the
space ceded in financial markets
by a lower budgeted borrowing
programme and the easing of
borrowing costs that has already
begun in response to the Interim
Budget for 2024-25, driven as it
is by capex and consolidation,”
the ‘State of the Economy’ article
published in the RBI's February
bulletin said.

In the Interim Budget for

-
w e
w
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The RBI's survey suggests that investment intentions of

private corporates remain upbeat.

File

2024-25, the government an-
nounced alower market borrow-
ing for FY25 compared to FY24.
Itannounced gross and net mar-
ket borrowings during the next
fiscal of Rs 14.13 lakh crore and Rs
11.75 lakh crore respectively,
compared to Rs 15.4 lakh crore
and Rs 11.8 lakh crore, respec-
tively during FY24.

“Now that the private invest-
ments are happening at scale, the
lower borrowings by the central
government will facilitate larger
availability of credit for the pri-
vate sector,” Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

said in her Interim Budget 2024-
25 speech.

During the February mone-
tary policy announcement, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das said
that the investment cycle is gain-
ing steam, aided by sustained
thrust on government capex; in-
creasing capacity utilisation; ris-
ing flow of resources to the com-
mercial sector; and policy
support from schemes, such as
production linked incentive (PLI).
Revival in private corporate in-
vestment is also underway, he
said. The RBI’s survey suggests
thatinvestment intentions of pri-

vate corporates remain upbeat
and both services and infrastruc-
ture firms are optimistic about
overall business conditions, Das
added. The State of the Economy
article has been prepared by RBI
Deputy Governor Michael Patra
and other central bank officials.
The RBI said the views published
in the article are of the authors
and not of the institution.

The article said that the bal-
ance sheets of corporate are
healthy on the back of high prof-
its, with leverage remaining con-
stant or improving and the return
ratio at a multi-year high.

“Overall inflation develop-
ments are also turning
favourable, providing a stable en-
vironment for corporates to plan
expansion strategies in anticipa-
tion of a pick-up in demand,” it
said. With consumer price infla-
tion (CPI) coming off its
November-December spikes in
its January 2024 reading, infla-
tion expectations may stabilise
and edge down, although re-
newed pressures from cereals
and proteins cannot be ruled out.

Retail inflation, or CPJ, eased
to a three-month low of 5.1 per
centinJanuary from 5.7 per cent

Corporate sector must relieve govt

of capex heavy Iiting: RBl article

in December. However, it contin-
ues to remain above the 4 per
cent target of the RBI. Core infla-
tionis atits lowest since October
2019 and non-food wholesale
price inflation remains in defla-
tion. This should augur well for
the input cost outlook and sell-
ing prices of manufacturing
firms, the article said. Itadded the
country’s economy continues to
sustain the momentum achieved
in the first half of FY24, going by
high frequency indicators.

The National Statistical Office
(NSO) in its first advance esti-
mate, released in January, pro-
jected the country’s real gross do-
mestic product (GDP) growth at
7.3 per centin fiscal 2023-24.The
NSO will provide its second ad-
vance estimates of national in-
come for 2023-24 and for the
third quarter for the first time by
the end of this month. Last
month'’s State of the Economy ar-
ticle had projected real GDP
growth at 7 per cent for the third
quarter of FY2024.

Implicitly, real GDP would
have to expand by 7 per cent in
the fourth quarter for the annual
estimate of 7.3 per cent to be re-
alised, the article said.

‘Small scale fishing should be exempted from WTO talks’

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

AHEAD OF the World Trade
Organization’s(WTO) inter-min-
isterial meeting in Abu Dhabi
later this month, the National
Fishworkers Forum (NFF’s) has
written to the commerce and in-
dustry ministry asking it to pro-
tect the interest of small fisher-
men by pushing WTO to keep
small scale fishing out of fisheries
subsidies negotiations later this
month.

Commerce Ministry officials
maintain that India will push
against any form of curbs on its
subsidies to poor fishermen at the
WTO and also seek amoratorium
on fishing subsidies from ad-
vanced countries including the
US and EU during the upcoming
inter-ministerial.

India will push against any
form of curbs on subsidies

to poor fishermen. File

“India is the only country
where small-scale fishers fish in
large numbers and we hardly
have deep sea fishing. Over 70 per
cent of the fishermen are below
the poverty line and for us, fish-
ing is a livelihood issue.
Fishermen are not responsible for
decline in fish. It is because of

other factors like industrial pollu-
tion, global warming and coastal
degradation which has affected
the fishers,” Olencio Simoes,
General-Secretary - National
Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF) said at
a press briefing.

NFF further told the govern-
ment that thereis aneed foraro-
bust domestic fisheries policy
thataligns with international ne-
gotiations and without a cohesive
national policy to define small-
scale, artisanal and indigenous
fish worker rights, their unique
characteristics and fishing meth-
ods, India's position at the WTO
may lack the necessary founda-
tion for effective representation.

“We advocate fora policy like
the ‘Coastal Rights Bill’ that not
only protects the interests of the
government’s goals in sustain-
ability of fish stocks but percolates
down to the specific needs of

Govt cuts import duty on turkeys;
exempts long staple cotton from tax

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

THE UNION government on
Tuesday fully exempted customs
duty onimport of extra long sta-
ple cotton, and has cut duties on
specified varieties of imported
blueberries, cranberries and
frozen turkeys. The reduction
comes following a recommenda-
tion from the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry after
India and the United States (US)
mutually settled seven trade dis-
putes, officials said. Earlier, India
has withdrawn additional duties
on eight US origin products, in-
cluding apples, walnuts and al-
monds following the settlement.

As per the notification, the
Finance Ministry slashed import

duty on certain items of blueber-
ries and cranberries from 30 per
cent to 10 per cent in some cases
and 5 per cent in other cases.
Import duty on meat and edible
offal of turkeys, were also re-
duced from 30 per cent to 5 per
cent, effective Tuesday.

“Reduction of the duty on
these niche items rarely pro-
duced in India would help the
USA in penetrating the Indian
market, and also in bringing the
prices of these products downin
India. This move shall also bene-
fit other nations forming part of
WTO,” Khushbu Trivedi,
Associate Director- Indirect Tax,
Nangia Andersen India.

The notification has also re-
duced the importduty to ‘NIL’ on
‘Cotton, not carded or combed,
with staple length exceeding

Cert-In investigating
claims of alleged big
data breach of Indians

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

INDIA’S CYBERSECURITY agency
is investigating claims of what
could potentially be a big data
leak encompassing personal in-
formation related to millions of
Indians, The Indian Express has
learnt.

The information was leaked
on Github as part of documents
related to documents relating to
Chinese cyber agencies. The
Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (Cert-In) is in-
vestigating whether the data in
these documents is new oris col-
lated from breaches in the past.

According to information
that has been uploaded to
Github, the leaked database

claims to have information from
across Indian institutions — both
government and private. It
claims to have data pertaining to
the Employees' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO), data of
users of BSNL, and information
with companies including Air
India and Reliance.

“We are aware of some of the
information that is being
claimed to have been compro-
mised. The CERT-In is currently
investigating the claims,” said a
senior IT Ministry official. So far
the organisation has not madea
headway, itis understood. The IT
Ministry did not respond to an
immediate request for com-
ment. As per screenshots pres-
ent in the Github files, informa-
tion pertaining to these
databases is up to date till 2021.

32mm. This hasbeendoneinre-
sponse to the concerns raised by
the cotton industry, “This deci-
sionreflects a proactive approach
by the government to addressin-
dustry feedback and adapt im-
portregulations accordingly, po-
tentially benefiting stakeholders
involved in the cotton sector,”
Trivedi said.

During PM Modi's visit to the
USinJune lastyear, the Indiaand
the US had announced ending of
six trade disputes at the WTO
and India's removal of tariffs on
certain US products including
chickpeas, lentils, almonds, wal-
nuts, apples, boricacid, and diag-
nostic reagents. Later in
September last year, both coun-
tries settled the last case on poul-

small-scale fisheries (SSF) in
India,” NFF added.

Ranja Sengupta, Senior
Researcher, Trade Programme of
Third World Network (TWN) said
that there is no rush to conclude
the fisheries subsidies negotia-
tions in MC13,adding most other
issues of interest to developing
countries and LDCs, for example
inagriculture, are not getting any
outcome in MC13. A bad out-
come can forever jeopardize the
future growth potential of their
fisheries sector and the possibility
of generating livelihoods there-
from, said Sengupta.

The Agreement on Fisheries
Subsidies was signed in 2022 at
the 12th Ministerial Conference
of the WTO, but covered only il-
legal, unreported and unregu-
lated (IUU) fishing and overfished
stocks - consisting two out of the
three pillars under consideration.

India objects
China-led IDF
proposal

New Delhi: India has op-
posed efforts by China-led
130 countries to push a
proposal oninvestment fa-
cilitation at the WTO on
grounds that the agenda
falls outside the mandate
of the global trade body, a
commerce ministry offi-
cial said on Tuesday.

The official said that
the group is pushing for
the Investment Facilitation
for Development proposal
that would be binding on
only the signatory mem-
bers. ENS
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Indian

economy appears
bright, 7% GDP growth
likely in FY’25: FinMin

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

A HEALTHY Rabi harvest, sus-
tained manufacturing profitabil-
ity, resilience in services along
with an expected improvement
in household consumption and
private capex cycle are seen sup-
porting economic activity in the
coming financial year 2024-25,
the Finance Ministry said
Tuesday, adding the outlook for
the Indian economy appears
bright. However, headwinds
from geopolitical tensions such
as supply chain disruptions and
higher logistics costs, volatility
in international financial mar-
kets, and geoeconomic fragmen-
tation need watching, the min-
istry said in its monthly
economic review for January.

Three successive years of
high growth show the resilience
of the Indian economy and the
bedrock of high growth is strong
private consumption.
Investment is consolidating in
the economy as high public
capex crowds in private invest-
ment, which is beginning to set
up additional plants and acquir-
ing new machinery to address
rising capacity utilisation, the re-
port said.

During the current financial
year, the Indian economy is esti-
mated to grow at 7.3 per cent.
This would be the third year in
the row when the GDP would
grow in excess of 7 per cent. The
Reserve Bank of India has fore-
castIndia’'s GDP growth for FY25
to be 7 per cent. Many global
agencies have revised India's
growth projection upwards, the

report said.

This reflects the resilience of
the Indian economy to sustain its
growth path amidst ongoing
geopolitical headwinds, it said,
adding, the measures an-
nounced in the Interim Union
Budget FY25 are expected to play
a pivotal role in supporting
India's growth journey ahead.

Listing the tailwinds for the
next financial year, the ministry
said prospects of healthy Rabi
harvesting, sustained manufac-
turing profitability and underly-
ing service resilience are ex-
pected to support economic
activity in FY25. On the demand
side, household consumption is
expected to improve, while
prospects of fixed investment re-
main bright owing to an upturn
in the private capex cycle, im-
proved business sentiments,
healthy balance sheets of banks
and corporates, and the govern-
ment's continued thrust on cap-
ital expenditure, it said.

However, headwinds from
geopolitical tensions, volatility
in international financial mar-
kets, and geoeconomic fragmen-
tation need watching, it said.
Global slowdown, especially in
India's major trading partners,
has led to a slowdown in de-
mand for India's merchandise
exports. Also, there has been a
decline in the overall value of im-
portsdue toafallininternational
commodity prices, which spiked
after the outbreak of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict. This has led to
anarrowing of India's merchan-
dise trade deficit in the first ten
months of FY24, it said.
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OSBI

Metworking & Communication Department, State Bank of India,
Global IT-Centre, Sec-11, CBD Balapur, Navi Murmbai-400 614

CORRIGENDUM-6

PFlease refer to RFP Mo . SBI/GITC/NWEC/2023-24/1065 dated
22.11.2023% for Procurement of Software defined WAN |SDWARN)
solution for 7000 Branches and 4 Data Centers of State Bank of India.
Corrigendum -6 dated 20.02.2024 can be accessed under Procurement
Mews at Bank's website https://www.sbi.co.in or https://bank.sbi or
e-Procurement agency portal https:/fetender.sbi/SBIS
5d/- Deputy General Manager

(Metworking & Communication Dept.)

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Engineer, (RRN-Lakes) Annex Building-3
3rd Floor, Room No_ 308, N.R. Square, Bengaluru - 560 002.
No:EE{RRN-Lakes)/Tend-07/2023-24

TENDER NOTIFICATION (Two Cover System)

{Thraugh GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)

Tenders on Item Rate basis are invited by the
undersigned for the works mentioned below from the
registered contractors with CPWD/KPWD/Railways/
MES or any Central/State Government Organizations.

Date: 20.02.2024

S‘.

No. Mame of the works

Providing Chain Link Fencing at Rajarajeshwari
1, |Nagara Assembly Constituency (Call-03)

Estimate Cost of Work: 7.150.00 Lakhs EMD: T.2.25 Lakhs

Providing Chain Link Fencing at Yashawanthapura
2, |Assembly Constituency (Call-03)

Estimate Cost of Work: T.150.00 Lakhs EMD: 7.2.25 Lakhs

Calendar of Events : (1) Available of Tender Documents
21.02.2024 (2) Pre-Bid meeting on 23.02.2024 at 3:00 pm
(3) Last date & time for Receipt of Tenders is 28.02.2024
upto 4:00 pm (4) Opening of Technical Bid 29.02.2024

try. FULLREPORTON | | at 4:30 pm (5) Opening of Financial Bid: will be informed
www.indianexpress.com | | later (afer approval of Technical Bid)
Sd/- Executive Engineer
(RRN-Lakes)
LR NMDC Ltd GRS EL
- (A Govt. Of India Enterprise) (ISO 9001 Company) Vi
. @ Bailadila Iron Ore Mines, Bacheli Complex 1@
- Bacheli, Distt. — South Bastar (Dantewada), CG — 494553 -
NMDC NMDC

MSTC Ref. No.| NMDC Tender. No.

Phone No.: 07857-230210, Mob.: 8085559082

// e-Tender Notice //

BIOM/BC/Contracts/Publication/2023-24/079/

Bailadila Iron Ore Mines, Bacheli Complex, NMDC Ltd. invites e-bids for the following works. Intending tenderers may visit and
download Tender Documents from CPP Portal or www.nmdc.co.in or http://www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/nmdc/.

Date : 25.02.2024

Any corrigendum/ addedum to be issued, the bidder must visit the online portal from time to time to notice the same.
Corrigendum/ addedum will not be published in any newspaper. The offer has to be submitted online at the given MSTC portal
only till 03:30 PM and will be opened on 04:00 PM on respective last dates.

NMDC/ Bacheli/| BIOM/BC/ CONTRACTS Short Description of Work (ERN;[; ';‘;“gu'?;;‘:‘e
23-24/ET/ OTE(79)/23-24/ )
1 301/830 C-283 Operation and Malntenance of 2 MLD Sewerage Treatment plant 46,300/-| 25-03-2024
(STP) at Bacheli for 2 years.
' ' Construction of Buttress wall with wiremesh below North eastern flank
2| 303/832 C-336 of Deposit 11A and above hilltop road to mine from curve No. 6 to 7 82,300/7j| 25-03-2024
3 | 304/833 C-317 Miscellaneous civil works at CSD: CISF Gumty & CISF Quarters at 33,000/ | 25-03-2024
labour hutment area BIOM Bacheli Complex.
[ ' ‘Miscellaneous Protection work with Fine Ore filled in Plastic Gunny Bag- I
i including Side and Cross drain cleaning work at Loading line, | N2
4 305/834 C-333 Reclaiming line, Stacking line area of Dep. 5, Dep. 10 &11A & Tech. Pro 57,900/"| 25-03-2024
Siding at Loading Plant,BIOM Bacheli Complex for the year 2024-25.
5 | 302/831 C-337 anstructlop of buttress wall above the Nallah going towards Bacheli 39,700/-| 26-03-2024
railway station area from North-East of Dep-10
Construction of new toilet building at dozer section (FOD area), JH-03
6 306/835 C-335 and first floor of time office & rest shelter for mining department dep- 26,300/-| 26-03-2024
10/11A at BIOM Bacheli Complex
. ) Miscellaneous road repairing work with bituminous recarpeting towards | e .
7 807/836 C-326 junction house-2 (JH-2) approach road at BIOM Bacheli Complex 28,900/ | 26-03-2029

HOD (M&S and Contracts)
BIOM, Bacheli Complex

1. Name of the work
2. Total No. of Projects
3. Class of contractor

a) Estimated cost above Rs. 20.00
Lakhs & up to Rs.3.00 Crore

b) Estimated cost up to Rs. 40.00
Lakhs

¢) Estimated cost up to Rs. 20.00
Lakhs

4. Estimated cost put to tender

5. Time for completion
6. Other details

GOVT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
RURAL WORKS DIVISION, NAYAGARH
At/Po-Nabaghanpur, Dist-Nayagarh,
Ph-06753-252049 E-mail-nayagarhrw2006 @yahoo.in

No:- Tender-Online- NayagarhDivn.-14/2023-24 Dated. 13.02.2024
e-Procurement Notice

: Road works.
: 05 (Five) Nos of projects

: Rs.5.88 Lakh to Rs.26.30 Lakh
: 01 (One) calendar month.

B Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant
class of other licensing authorities.

C Class( of Odisha PWD) or relevant
class of other licensing authorities

D Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant
class of other licensing authorities.

Procurement bBid Avallability of Tender on-line | Date & 1ime
Officer Identification for bidding of opening of
No. From | To tender
1 £ 2 3 | 4 fl | 5
Superintending | No:-Tender- 20.02:2024 | 01.03.2024 | 02.03.2024 at
Engineer, Rural Online - Divn.| at 11.00 AAM | upto 5.30 PM 11.00 A.M.
Works Division, NAYAGARH-
Nayagarh 14/2023-24

Further details can be seen from the websitee www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Sd/-
Superintending Enginee
Rural Works Division, Nayagar
OIPR-25106/11/0026/232

———
—
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fe—
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———
——

\\'—f POWERGRID
F

Invitation for Bids (IFB) for Substation Package S398 for (i) Construction
of New 220/33 kY GIS (Mew) Substation at Nilgrar inchuding 2 nos. of 25MWA,
220033k, I-ph ICT and 33k Switchgears, (i) LILC of one cki af Alusteng —
Leh 220KV S/ line on Die towers at Nilgrar and (i} Laying of 33 KV lines
[consists of Overhead line (OH) and 33 kY Underground cable (LIG)) under
Weslern Zojila Consultancy Wark lo Mis. NHIDCL.

Single Stage Two Envelope |S3TE) Bldding Procedure

DOMESTIC COMPETITIVE BIDDING

POWERGRID invites onfine bids through e-poral
powergrid.in for the following Fackage:

(Funding : Domestic)
Date: 21/02/2024
https:lletander.

RFx. Mo Package Downloadingof | Deadline for Bid
Tal, Refaerancs Bidding Documents:| Submission
Cost ol Bidding [Soft copy part)
Documents:
S002003136 | CCINTAN- upto 06032024 | Softcopy part: upto
0124- GIS/ DO Time : upta 1100 Hre | 0&/032024;
ZBX236T ADS2IN 2337 Document Feea: Tirma: uplo 1100 Hrs.
Rs. 25,000/

1. For further details including addendum/changes in bidding program, if
any, please visit procurement perial https: letender, powergrid.in .

2. The first Envelopa | Techno-Commercial part) of tha bid shall ba apaned
S0 minutes after the deadline of Bid Submission]soft copy part).

3. The complete Bidding Documents are also available on our website
hitp:/fwww.powergrid.in on Government of India's Cenfral Public
Procurement Portal {https:feprocure.govin) for the purpose of

reference only.

4. The MNIT IFB has already been published on https:ietender.

powergrid.in portal on 141 272023,
5, For any other information
+09192054 72324

please contact:

PG CINIT-250Ad-TRA2025- 240110

+8719431820218,

POWER GRID CORPORATION OF INDIA LIMITED
(A Govermment of India Enferprise)
Corp. Office : "Sauwdamini”, Plot Mo. 2, Sector-29, Gurugram , (Harygana) -122001
Reg. Office : B-5. Qutab Instticonal Area, Katwara Sarai, Mew Dalhi-110 016
wearws. poweargrid.in, CIM : L4010 DL 1982601033121

A MAHARATNA P5U
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Kim Jong Un

NORTH KOREA
Putin gave Kim
JongUnacar
madein Russia

Seoul: Russian President
Vladimir Putin has gifted
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un a Russian-made
car for his personal use in
a demonstration of their
special relationship,
North Korea's state media
reported Tuesday. The re-
port didn't say what kind
of vehicle it was or how it
was shipped. But ob-
servers said it could vio-
late a UN resolution that
bans supplying luxury
items to North Koreainan
attempt to pressure the
country to abandon its
nuclear weapons. Kim's
sister, Kim Yo Jong, and
another official accepted
the gift Sunday and she
conveyed her brother's
thanks to Putin. AP

UNITED KINGDOM
University

apologises for
post on Sikhs

London: The University of
Birmingham has apolo-
gised after it removed a so-
cial media post that
seemed to confuse Sikh
students with Muslims.
According to a report in
‘The Birmingham Mail’,
the university postimplied
thata 20-year-old “Langar
on Campus” event organ-
ised by the university's
Sikh Society this month
was part of an Islamic
Awareness Week. An
Instagram account of the
university tagged eventin-
spired by the Sikh concept
oflangarina post with the
text “Discover Islam
Week”. AP

UNITED STATES
Trump mentions
Navalnyinpost,
noword on Putin

Washington:  Donald
Trump on Monday made
his first public comment
onthedeath of Russianop-
position leader Alexei
Navalny in a social media
post. “The suddendeath of
Alexei Navalny has made
me more and more aware
of what is happening in
our Country,"he wrote on
his Truth Social platform.
“Itis a slow, steady pro-
gression, with CROOKED,
Radical Left Politicians,
Prosecutors, and Judges
leading us down a path to
destruction. OpenBorders,
Rigged Elections, and
Grossly Unfair Courtroom
Decisions are DESTROY-
ING AMERICA. WE ARE A
NATION IN DECLINE, A
FAILING NATION!
MAGA2024." REUTERS

VP ey 5
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FARMERS PROTEST IN GREECE

e, Bl

Farmers protest in front of the Greek Parliament in Athens Tuesday over rising energy costs and competition from imports.
The government took back a threat to block the protest and police assisted with efforts to avoid traffic disruptions. Reuters

13 OF 15 MEMBERS VOTE IN FAVOUR, U.K. ABSENT

US vetoes UN resolution
demanding Gaza ceasefire

YOSHITASINGH
UNITED NATIONS,FEB 20

THE UN Security Council
Tuesday failed to adopt a resolu-
tion calling for a humanitarian
ceasefire in the Israel-Hamas
war after a veto by the US.

The 15-nation Council met
Tuesday to vote on the latest res-
olution in the Israel-Hamas con-
flict that was put forward by
Algeria on behalf of Arab States.
The resolution demanded “an
immediate humanitarian cease-
fire that must be respected by all
parties”. The resolution got 13
votes infavour and an abstention
by the UK but could not be
adopted since the US voted
against the draft by casting its
veto.

Commenting on the
Algerian-proposed draft resolu-
tion on the situation in the
Middle East ahead of the vote, US
Ambassador to the UN Linda
Thomas-Greenfield said that
Washington is “working on a
hostage deal between Israel and
Hamas, which would bring an
immediate and sustained period
of calm to Gaza for at least six

AL

Adisplaced Palestinian woman, who fled due to Israeli
strikes, in Rafah in south Gaza Strip on Tuesday. Reuters

weeks, and from which we could
then take the time and the steps
to build a more enduring peace.”
She had said that the deal repre-
sented the “best opportunity” to
reunite all hostages with their
families and enable a prolonged
pause in fighting, that would al-
low for more lifesaving food, wa-
ter, fuel, medicine, and other es-
sentials to get into the hands of
Palestinian civilians.

"The resolution put forward
in the Security Council, in con-
trast, would not achieve these

Assange targeted by US,
Trump over WikiLeaks
exposures, lawyer says

REUTERS
LONDON, FEBRUARY 20

WIKILEAKS FOUNDER Julian
Assange was targeted by the US
over his exposure of state-level
crimes, and Donald Trump had
requested options on how to
deal with him, his lawyers said
onTuesday as they battle to stop
his extradition from Britain.

US prosecutors are seeking to
put Assange, 52, on trial on 18
counts relating to WikiLeaks'
high-profile release of vast troves
of confidential US military
records and diplomatic cables.

They argue the leaks imper-
illed the lives of their agents and
there is no excuse for his crimi-
nality. Assange's supporters hail
him as an anti-establishment
hero and a journalist, who is be-
ing persecuted for exposing US
wrongdoings.

At the start of what could be
his last chance to stop his extra-
dition from Britain to the United
States at London's High Court,
Assange's lawyers and wife said
the case was politically moti-
vated and an attack on all jour-
nalists. Stella Assange likened his
case to that of Alexei Navalny, the
Russian opposition activist who
died in prison on Friday while
serving a three-decade sentence.

“Julian is a political prisoner
and his life is at risk. What hap-
pened to Navalny can happen to
Julian,” she told reporters out-
side court where a large crowd
called for his release. Assange
himself was not in court nor
watching remotely because he
was unwell. The Australian's le-
gal battles beganin 2010,and he
subsequently spent seven years
holed up in Ecuador's embassy
in London before he was dragged
out and jailed in 2019.

outcomes, and indeed, may run
counter to them. We have com-
municated this concern repeat-
edly to our colleagues on the
Council. For that reason, the
United States does not support
action on this draft resolution.
Should it come up for a vote as
drafted, it will not be adopted,”
Thomas-Greenfield said.

This is the third time since
the October 7 Hamas attacks
that the US has vetoed a resolu-
tion on Gaza in the Security
Council. PTI

Taiwan drives
away Chinese
coast guard boat
as tensions rise

REUTERS
TAIPEI, FEBRUARY 20

TAIWAN TUESDAY drove away a
Chinese coast guard boat thaten-
tered waters near its sensitive
frontline islands, in a rise in ten-
sions a day after China's coast
guard boarded a Taiwanese
tourist boat that a Taiwan minister
said has triggered "panic".

A Chinese coast guard boat,
numbered 8029, entered Taiwan's
waters near Kinmen on Tuesday
morning, Taiwan's coast guard
said in a statement, adding it dis-
patched aboatand used radioand
broadcast to drive away its
Chinese counterpart, which left
the area an hour later.

Taiwan's coast guard said it
will continue to use radar, surveil-
lance and patrols to ensure the
"harmony and safety"” near the
waters of Taiwan-controlled
Kinmen islands, which are close
to China's shores. Taiwan, which
China claims as its own territory;,
has been wary of efforts by Beijing
toramp up pressure on Taipei fol-
lowing the election last month of
Lai Ching-te as president, a man
Beijing views as a dangerous sep-
aratist.

TRAFALGAR SQUARE PLINTH
BRITISH INDIAN ARTIST’S INSTALLATION IN RACE

An installation by a British Indian artist inspired by her father's migration from India to the UK is on
the shortlist for a public vote to choose the next sculpture to adorn the Fourth Plinth on Trafalgar
Square, London. Chila Kumari Burman's ‘The Smile You Send Returns To You' is among seven propos-

als. At the centre of Burman's sculpture is her father's ice cream van named The Rocket.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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PARLIAMENT REQUIRED TO MEET BY FEB 29

Stalemate continues as

Nawaz, Bilawal parties

fail to strike power deal

PPPis reportedly
asking for posts of
President, Senate

chairman, Speaker of

National Assembly

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, FEBRUARY 20

THERE WAS no progress in the
formation of a new coalition
government in Pakistan Tuesday
as top leaders of the PML-N and
the PPP failed to agree on a
power-sharing deal in their lat-
est round of talks, indicating
deepening fissures in the coun-
try’s political landscape.

The fifth round of the meet-
ing, held at the residence of
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) senior leader Senator
Ishaq Dar here on Monday, saw
the participation of prominent
leaders from both parties, who
have pledged to work together
in the interest of the cash-
strapped country.

The Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP)delegation comprised sen-
ior leaders Murad Ali Shah,
Qamar Zaman Kaira, Nadeem
Afzal Chan, and others, the
Express Tribune newspaper re-
ported on Tuesday.

After a three-hour delibera-
tion on Monday, the negotiation

Bilawal Zardari-Bhutto

Alleyeson
military
@ stand

EXPLAINED

ACCORDING TO sources,
the powerful military,
which has backed a unity
government after the frac-
tured verdict, would have
toputdownits footand the
PPP would have to join the
coalition government with
a share in the cabinet.
Otherwise, the process of
forming a coalition govern-
ment would be difficult.

hit a snag prompting a tempo-
rary halt, with both PML-N and
PPP agreeing to reconvene at 10
pm on Monday. However, the
meeting did not take place.
Eventually, at 11 pm, the
PML-N concluded their meeting,
announcing that discussions
with PPP would resume on
Wednesday. In an informal con-
versation with reporters after

the first round of the meeting,
PML-N leader Azam Nazir Tarar
conveyed a positive trajectory in
the ongoing discussions.

“Some things have already
been decided on the matter of
PPP's inclusion in the cabinet,”
Tarar was quoted as saying by
Geo News. The PPPis reportedly
asking for key constitutional po-
sitions of President, Chairman
Senate, and Speaker of the
National Assembly for its sup-
port to former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif's PML-N.

Sources said PPP Chairman
Bilawal Zardari-Bhutto was play-
ing smartly and trying to bring
PML-N to a point where it with-
drew from making a coalition
government and then launching
himself as prime minister and
form a government with the
support of independents of PTI
who have now joined the Sunni
Ittehad Council. But it will not be
easy for the 35-year-old former
foreign minister as PTI party has
already rejected the possibility
of supporting the PPP.

Bilawal on Tuesday said he
foresees a “stalemate” in the
formation of a coalition govern-
ment “if someone is not ready
to change their stance”. “If I
want to give the PML-N a vote, |
will have to give it on my terms
and not theirs,” he told re-
porters. The Parliament should
meet for its maiden session by
February 29. PTI

Russian pilot who defected to Ukraine shot
dead in Spain; Kremlin calls him moral corpse

REUTERS
MOSCOW, FEBRUARY 20

RUSSIAN EMIGRES in Spain crit-
ical of the Kremlin called on the
Spanish authorities on Tuesday
to better protect them, after a
Russian pilot who had defected
to Ukraine was found shot dead
in a garage in a town on Spain's
Mediterranean coast.

Ukraine's GUR military spy

service has confirmed that pilot
Maxim Kuzminov, who flew to
Ukraine with his Mi-8 helicop-
ter last August, has died in Spain.
The head of Russia's Foreign
Intelligence  Service,Sergei
Naryshkin, said: “This traitor and
criminal became a moral corpse
at the very moment he planned
his dirty and terrible crime.”
Spanish government
spokesperson said Civil police
was conducting a murder inves-

tigation in Villajoyosa.

Kuzminov's defection to
Ukraine was presented last year
as a major coup for Kyiv. In Kyiv,
he said he could not understand
why his “beloved motherland”
would enter into a war with
Ukraine. Other members of the
air crew died during his defec-
tion. Moscow said Kuzminov
killed them; he said they pan-
icked and fled, and may have
been killed subsequently.

A Traveler’s Needs: Sang-soo’s woman of mystery

EXPRESS AT
BERLINALE

SHUBHRAGUPTA
FEBRUARY 20

HONG SANG-SOO is such a
Berlinale favourite that if there is-
n’'t a film by him in the pro-
gramme, you feel something es-
sential is missing. ‘A Traveler’s
Needs' is his seventh entry in the
74th Berlin International Film
Festival competition, his fifth film
in the last five years, and his third
outing with Isabelle Huppert.
Huppert plays a French
woman in Seoul, looking for a
means to make aliving. She seems
to appear out of thin air, perfectly
formed, sitting on a park bench,
looking around her as if she’s al-

ways been there. Backstories do
not usually disturb Sang-soo’s
ability to create slices of lives,
which pulsate with meaning,and
Huppert’s elusive quicksilver
quality fits in with the director’s
refusal to say first this happened,
and then that, and so on.

But with thisone, the law of di-
minishing returns seems to have
setin. Wanting to teach French to
well-to-do Korean familiesis fine,
but not knowing quite how she
will go about it — of course
Huppert’s Iris isn’t a trained
teacher, that would be far too pro-
saic for a Sang-soo movie - feels
like a stretch.

Is she a flirty type, giggling in
ahigh-pitch at the husband, when
the wife is out of the frame? Or is
it a tic to overcome nervousness
in a woman who seems to be
making up things as she goes
along, throwing back glassfuls of
makgeolli, a potent Korean rice
wine drink of makgeolli, like a
proper little lush?

In a nice by-play of spousal
shorthand, the wife signals to the
husband that she isn’t very im-

Hong Sang-soo (right) and
Isabelle Huppert at the 74th
Berlinale International Film
Festival on Tuesday. Reuters

pressed with the teaching meth-
odsondisplay. Earlier, we've seen
Iris trying to draw out a pretty,
poised piano player about how
she feels about playing the instru-
ment, and giving her the French
equivalent of those sentiments to
repeat as a way of learning.

Only one woman, the con-
cerned mother of the young man
whose flat Iris has been sharing

for the past two months, asks
the tough questions. Who is
Iris? Where has she come
from? Huppert disappears
from view, and apparates in a
park, smiling. There’s no way
that we can stop ourselves from
responding, not at the lovely
Huppert, but the smile is wiped
off pretty soon, left as we are
with slender leavings.

‘Matt and Mara’

Building lives out of conver-
sations which seems to have
been picked up mid-flowis done
beautifully in Matt and Mara, by
Canadian director Kazik
Radwanski, which played at
Berlinale’s Encounters section.
Mara ( Deragh Campbell) is in a
rocky place in her marriage with
experimental musician Samir
(Mounir Al Shami), the intimacy
having clearly worn off in the
middle of trying to keep her job
as teacher going, with the hus-
band being a stay-at-home dad
to their baby.

At work, she spends her time
hand-holding potential writersas

they spill their callow dreams. At
home, it’s the daily drudgery of
domesticity. Old acquaintance-
and-more Matt ( Matt Johnson)
shows up just at the right time.
She is ripe for some excitement,
and he brings the carefree air of
someone who has only himself to
take care of, back into her life
again. They meet in a cafe, laugh
at nothing and everything, and
talk, talk, talk. The giddiness of be-
ing able to talk to another human
deeply is infectious: you want to
instantly hit the call button, and
do the same thing,

A literary meet — an event
where people go only to hook-
up, her friend tells Mara — be-
comes the site where these two
circle around each other, to see if
they can go further. But then
something happens, and the film
comes to a standstill in a place
fortunate people find them-
selves if they’ve had a chance to
do some growing up. Feckless
charmers are all very well for a
bit of dalliance, but permanence,
whatever that might be, is not
made of these.

BRUTAL PRISON CONDITIONS TOOK A ToLL ON His BopY, BUuT NAVALNY DIDN’T LOSE H1s CLARITY OF MIND, HIS WRITINGS SHOW

44 books, refining agenda: Alexei Navalny’s final months, in his own words

ANTON TROIANOVSKI
BERLIN, FEBRUARY 20

CONFINED TO cold, concrete cells
and often alone with his books,
Alexei Navalny sought solace in
letters. To one acquaintance, he
wrote in July that no one could un-
derstand Russian prison life
“without having been here,”
adding in his deadpan humor:
“But there’s no need to be here.”
“If they’re told to feed you
caviar tomorrow, they’ll feed you
caviar,” Navalny, the Russian op-
position leader, wrote to the same
acquaintance, Ilia Krasilshchik, in
August. “If they're told to strangle
youin cell, they'll strangle you.”
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FREE I\“ws‘rs & Magazines https://t.me/thelASonly

Many details about his last
months — as well as the circum-
stances of his death — remain un-
known; even the whereabouts of
his body are unclear. But his final
months of life are detailed in pre-
vious statements from him and
his aides, his appearances in court,
interviews with people close to
himand excerpts from private let-
ters that several friends, including
Krasilshchik, shared with The New
York Times.

Even as brutal prison condi-
tions took their toll on his body —
he was often denied medical and
dental treatment — there was no
hint that Navalny had lost his clar-
ity of mind, his writings show.

He boasted of reading 44

At a momorial event for Alexei Navalny in Paris, Monday. reuters

booksinEnglishinayearand was
methodically preparing for the fu-
ture: refining his agenda, study-

ing political memoirs, arguing
with journalists, dispensing career
advice to friends and opining on

viral social media posts that his
team sent him.

In his public messages,
Navalny, called his jailing since
January 2021 his “space voyage.”
By fall of 2023, he was more alone
than ever, forced to spend much
of his time in solitary confinement
and left without three of his
lawyers, who were arrested for
participation in an “extremist
group.” Still, he kept up with cur-
rent events. To a friend, Russian
photographer Evgeny Feldman,
Navalny confided that the elec-
toral agenda of former US
President Donald Trump looked
“really scary.” “Trump will be-
come president” should President
Joe Biden’s health suffer, Navalny

wrote from his high-security
prison cell. “Doesn’t this obvious
thing concern the Democrats?”

A Public Life

Navalny was able to send hun-
dreds of handwritten letters,
thanks to the curious digitalisa-
tion of the Russian prison system.
Through a website, people could
write to him for 40 cents a page
and receive scans of his responses,
typically a week or two after he
sent them and after they passed
through a censor. Navalny also
communicated with the outside
world through his lawyers, who
held up documents against the
window separating them after
they were barred from passing pa-

pers. At one point, Navalny re-
ported in 2022, prison officials
covered the window in foil.

Then there were his frequent
court hearings on new criminal
cases brought by the state to ex-
tend his imprisonment or on
complaints that Navalny filed
about his treatment. Navalny told
Krasilshchik, a media entrepre-
neur nowinexileinBerlin, that he
enjoyed those hearings, despite
the rubber-stamp nature of
Russia’s judicial system.

The court appearances also
provided him an opportunity to
show his contempt for the systemn.
In July, at the conclusion of a trial
that resulted in another 19-year
sentence, Navalny told the judge

and officersin the courtroom they
were “crazy.” “You have one, God-
given life, and this is what you
choosetospenditon?” hesaid,ac-
cording to text of the speech pub-
lished by his team.

In one of his last hearings, by
video link in January, Navalny ar-
gued for the right to longer meal
breaks to consume the “two mugs
of boiling water and two pieces of
disgusting bread” to which he was
entitled.

Books appeared to be at the
center of Navalny’s prison life, all
the way until his death.

In a letter in April 2023 to
Krasilshchik, Navalny explained
that he preferred to be reading
10 books simultaneously. NYT
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Art 142, why SC quashed Chandigarh mayor election, why it matters

HINAROHTAKI &
ANANTHAKRISHNANG
CHANDIGARH, NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

THE SUPREME Court has quashed the result
of the January 30 election for the Mayor of
Chandigarh after finding that presiding offi-
cer Anil Masih had deliberately invalidated
eight ballots cast in favour of the AAP-
Congress candidate Kuldeep Kumar ‘Tita’.
The Bench, comprising Chief Justice of
India ((JI) D' Y Chandrachud and Justices | B
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra, set aside the re-
sultas “contrary to law” and declared Kuldeep
Kumar the “validly elected candidate”, but re-
fused to quash the election process itself.

On what grounds did the Supreme Court
strike down the result?
The court used its power under Article

AR ECONOMICS

142 of the Constitution to do “complete jus-
tice” and protect the sanctity of electoral
democracy. “Allowing such a state of af-
fairs..would be destructive of the most val-
ued principles on which the entire edifice of
democracy in our country depends,” it said.

The Bench said it was evident that “while
the petitioner is reflected to have polled 12
votes, the eight votes which are treated as in-
valid were wrongly treated to be so”, and
“each of those...invalid votes were in fact
validly cast...in favour of the petitioner”.

It follows that Kuldeep Kumar had in fact
got 20 votes, while Manoj Sonkar, the BJP
candidate, had won 16. “We accordingly or-
der and direct that the result of the election
as declared by the presiding officer shall
stand quashed and set aside,” the court said.

Sonkar had resigned from his post on
Sunday, ahead of the court’s verdict passed
on Tuesday.

FINALLY ACHIP FABRICATION
ININDIA? THE PROGRESS SC

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

UNION MINISTER of State for Electronics
and IT Rajeev Chandrasekhar recently
confirmed that the Tata Group and Israeli
chip company Tower Semiconductor
have applied to set up foundries in the
country.

If the proposals are cleared by the gov-
ernment’s India Semiconductor Mission
(ISM), it could pave the way for the coun-
try to finally have a fabrication plant af-
ter decades of failed attempts. Aside from
boosting domestic job prospects, it will
also offer India leverage in the interna-
tional chip wars, so far shaped by China
and the United States.

India is competing with some of its
key allies — the US and Europe — to at-
tract chipmakers, and is offering a 50 per
cent capital expenditure subsidy to suc-
cessful applicants at the central level un-
derits $10 billion incentive scheme. State
governments can sweeten the deal fur-
ther at their end.

Proposals on the table

India’s chip incentive scheme broadly
covers three aspects of the ecosystem —
full-blown foundries that can manufac-
ture chips; packaging plants called ATMP
facilities; and assembly and testing proj-
ects called OSAT plants. So far, US-based
Micron Technology has clearance for its
proposal to set up a $2.75-billion ATMP
plant in Gujarat.

In the foundry space, Chandrasekhar
said the Tata Group and Tower Semico-
nductor have sent separate proposals.

The Indian Express had earlier reported
about Tower’s proposal to set up a plant
worth $8 billion, where it aims to produce
65 nm, 40 nm and 28 nm chips. The Tata
Group is understood to be partnering
with Taiwan-based United Microe-
lectronics Corporation (UMC) or the
Powerchip Semiconductor Ma-
nufacturing Corporation (PSMC). Chand-
rasekhar said that the collective value of
the proposals is $22 billion.

In the OSAT space, CG Power and
Industrial Solutions has said it has entered

PLANT
FAR

India is competing with allies US
and Europe to attract chipmakers.
Wikimedia Commons

into a joint venture (JV) agreement with
Renesas Electronics America and
Thailand-based Stars Microelectronics to
set up a semiconductor assembly and
testing plant in India. Kaynes Technology
has also sent a proposal to set up an OSAT
plant.

The Tata Group is understood to have
also applied for an ATMP plant. Apart
from that, HCLis learnt to have partnered
with Foxconnin its application for setting
up a similar plant.

Earlier plans

A joint venture between Foxconn,
best known as the manufacturer of
iPhones, and Vedanta to set up a $19.5-
billion chip plant came to an abrupt halt
last year. Foxconn announced it was
pulling out of the joint venture. While
government sources maintain the two
could apply separately, there has been no
movement so far.

Tower had earlier applied under the
scheme to set up a $3-billion plant in
Karnataka in partnership with the inter-
national consortium ISMC. However, the
plan got stuck due to the company’s then
impending merger with Intel. Last
August, Intel cancelled its plan to acquire
Tower Semiconductor for $5.4 billion due
to regulatory issues in China.

There was a third proposal by
Singapore-based IGSS Venture, but it was
not found up to the mark by the advisory
committee of the government.
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Why was this election important?

The powers of the Mayor of Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation are limited to calling
meetings and deciding the agenda. Although
the corporation has a five-year term, the
Mayor is elected for only one year. The post
isreserved for awoman candidate in the first
and fourth year of each corporation. The last
election to the corporation was held in 2021.

This year’s election was politically signif-
icant because it saw an alliance, for the first
time, between the AAP and Congress against
the BJP, setting the stage for potential al-
liances for the Lok Sabha elections. The par-
ties have beenin talks for a seat-sharing deal
in Delhi, even though they have decided to
contest separately in Punjab.

What was the situation before the polls?
The elections were initially scheduled for
January 18, but when AAP and Congress coun-

cillors reached the venue, they were told vot-
ing had been postponed as presiding officer
Masih had taken ill. The Union Territory
Administration wanted to hold the electionon
February 6, but Kuldeep Kumar approached
the Punjab and Haryana High Court, which or-
dered the election to be held on January 30.

Ahead of the election, AAP had 13 coun-
cillors and the Congress 7, which gave the al-
liance a clear advantage in the 36-member
House. The BJP had 15 votes — 14 of its coun-
cillors, plus the vote of its Chandigarh Lok
Sabha MP (who has a vote under the rules)
Kirron Kher. One councillor belongs to the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD). The BJP said it had
this councillor’s support and, therefore, 16
votesin all.

On election day, after presiding officer
Masih rejected eight votes of the AAP-
Congress as invalid, the BJP’s Sonkar was de-
clared elected.

What happened after the election?

After videos showed Masih marking bal-
lot papers so they could be declared invalid,
Kuldeep Kumar moved the High Court and
then the Supreme Court.

On February 5, CJI Chandrachud observed
that it was obvious that Masih has defaced
the ballots, and that “this man has to be pros-
ecuted”. The court said it was “appalled” at
the “mockery” and “murder” of democracy,
and summoned Masih on January 19.

On Tuesday, the court said that “the pre-
siding officer has evidently put his own mark
on the bottom half of the ballot for the pur-
pose of creating a ground for treating the bal-
lot to have been invalidly cast... so as to secure
a result...by which the eighth respondent
(Sonkar) would be declared...elected”.

It said that Masih’s conduct has to be dep-
recated because, “firstly,...he has unlawfully
altered the course of the Mayoral election”
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and, “secondly, [by] making a solemn state-
ment before this court on February 19, [he]
has expressed a patent falsehood for which
he must be held accountable”.

Masih had told the court on Monday that
he had marked the ballot papers that were
already defaced, in order to avoid mixing
them up with other ballots. On Tuesday, the
court directed that a show cause notice be
served on him.

Meanwhile, three AAP councillors joined
the BJP on Sunday. Had the court ordered a
fresh election instead of merely quashing the
result, the AAP-Congress tally would have
fallen to 17 from 20, while the BJP’s votes
would have risen to 19 (including the SAD
councillor’s vote), giving the party the ma-
jority (along with MP Kher's vote) of the 36
ballots that would be cast. Unlike in elections
for Parliament or state Assemblies, there is
no anti-defection law in municipal elections.

Defining forests, saving them

The Supreme Court has said that ‘forests’ should be defined in accordance with a judgment it passed in
1996. This assertion questions the government’s argument for amending the Forest Conservation Act

JAY MAZOOMDAAR

THE SUPREME Court has directed govern-
ments to follow the “broad and all-encom-
passing” definition of forest as laid down in
its 1996 judgment in the T N Godavarman
case until a consolidated record of all kinds
of forests across the country is prepared.

A three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice
of India(CJI) DY Chandrachud passed the or-
der on Monday (February 19) on petitions
that challenged the 2023 amendments to the
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (FCA) on the
ground that the modifications had “substan-
tially diluted” the definition of forest, and had
reduced the ambit of the Act.

Why was the FCA amended in 2023?

In the Statement of Objects and Reasons
for the The Forest (Conservation) Amend-
ment Bill, 2023, passed by both Houses in
July-August last year, the government said
that the applicability of the FCA had been
widened by the judgment of the Supreme
Courtin T N Godavarman Thirumalpad v.
Union of India (December 12, 1996).

“Subsequent to the said Judgment, the
provisions of the Act were applied in...
recorded forests which had already been put
to various type of non-forestry use, thereby
restraining the authorities from undertaking
any change in the land use and allowing any
development or utility related work,” the
Statement of Objects and Reasons said.

Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav
told Parliament that the amendments were
necessary to remove ambiguities created by
the judgment, which had made the FCA ap-
plicable to all areas that resembled the dic-
tionary meaning of ‘forest’.

As a remedy, the amendment made the
FCA applicable only to notified forests and
lands that were identified as ‘forest’ in gov-
ernment records.

How exactly did the Supreme Court
define forest for the purposes of the Act?

The court ruled that the FCAwould apply
toallland parcels that were either recorded as
‘forest’, or which resembled the dictionary
meaning of forest.

The 1996 judgment by Justice ] S Verma
and Justice BN Kirpal said: “The word ‘forest’
must be understood according to its diction-

Manas National Park, Assam: According to the biennial India State of Forest Report,
the Northeast has seen the biggest loss of forests in recent years. Ramki Sreenivasan

ary meaning. This description covers all statu-
torily recognised forests, whether designated
as reserved, protected or otherwise... The
term ‘forest land’ will not only include ‘forests’
as understood in the dictionary sense, but also
any area recorded as forest in the Govern-
ment record irrespective of the ownership.”

The CJI-led three-judge Bench reaffirmed
this principle on Monday, saying that the dic-
tionary meaning of forests had been adopted
by the court to align with Parliament’s intent
behind legislating the FCA in 1980.

To what extent did the SC's 1996
judgment really expand the ambit of the
FCA,1980?

The declared intent of the 2023 amend-
ment was to correct the situation arising out
of the perceived expansion of the FCA’s ap-
plicability by the SC. However, under sub-sec-
tions (ii), (iii),and (iv) of Section 2 (“Restriction
on the dereservation of forests or use of for-
est land for non-forest purpose”) of the FCA,
the ambit of the law is not limited to only “re-
served forest” — it bars the unauthorised non-
forest use of any forest land.

In the FCA, the term “reserved forest” is
used only in the limited context of dereser-
vation. Section 2(i) says that no reserve for-
est “shall cease to be reserved” without prior
approval from the Centre. Clearly, a clause on
dereservation can only apply to what is re-
served.

This principle was reiterated by the
Supreme CourtinJuly 2022 in Narinder Singh

& Ors vs Divesh Bhutani & Ors. “As clause (i)
specifically refers to areserved forest...it is ob-
vious that clauses (ii), (iii) & (iv) apply to any
other forest... Therefore, forest as understood
by its dictionary meaning is covered by
Section 2” of the FC Act itself, a three-judge
Bench of Justice C T Ravikumar, Justice Abhay
S Oka, and Justice AM Khanwilkar ruled.

While the Ministry has repeatedly denied
any attempt to dilute the FCA, it did, in fact,
drop the most radicalamendmentit had pro-
posed to strengthen the Actin a Consultation
Paper in October 2021.

“Ministry is considering introducing an
enabling provision in the Act to keep certain
pristine forests showcasing rich ecological
values intact for a specific period,” it had said.
This was because “there are no provisions in
the Act for prohibiting non-forestry use of cer-
tain areas which require a higher degree of
protection due to their uniqueness and high
landscape integrated value.”

This potentially landmark pro-conserva-
tion measure was, however, not a part of The
Forest(Conservation) Amendment Bill 2023.

What about the argument that after the
1996 judgment, the FCA was impeding
the government’s welfare agenda?

The government had justified the 2023
amendments as a means to address the de-
velopment needs of forest-dwelling tribes.
“Today, this (the FCA) comes in the way of
building even toilets in schools for tribal girls,”
Minister Yadav said in Parliament.

However, the basic development needs of
tribal communities are covered under Section
3 of the Forest Rights Act, 2006, that requires
the Centre todivert forest land “notwithstand-
ing anything contained in the FC Act” for cer-
tain facilities managed by the government.

An amendment to the FCA would not
have been necessary only to build these fa-
cilities — such as schools, dispensaries/ hos-
pitals, anganwadis, ration shops, power/
phone lines, tanks, water pipelines, minor ir-
rigation canals, vocational training centres,
roads, community centres, etc.

Who challenged the 2023 amendments
to the law, and on what grounds?

The challenge (Ashok Kumar Sharma, IFS
(Retd) & Ors v. Union of India & Ors) was filed
by a group of retired Indian Forest Service of-
ficers and NGOs such as Vanashakti and Goa
Foundation.

The petitions echoed some of the con-
cerns raised by the dissenting members of
the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) that
had examined the amendments. The major
apprehension was the potential exclusion of
28% of India’s forests that lie outside Recorded
Forest Areas from the purview of the FC Act.

The Ministry had assured the JPC that the
amended FCA would still apply to all unclas-
sified forests, forests that were “proposed to
be notified”, land recorded as forest by even
local bodies, and forest-like areas identified
by the expert committees set up in pursuance
of the 1996 SC order. It had reiterated this
stand before the SCin the present case.

The petitioners argued that pending final-
isation of the consolidated record of forests
— required to be completed within one year
under the amended 2023 Rules — land
parcels that would have been considered
forests under the 1996 judgment could now
be used for non-forest purposes without re-
quiring any clearance under the FCA.

At this, the SCexplicitly asked its 1996 def-
inition to be followed until the consolidated
record of forests was finalised.

What happens now?

States and Union Territories have until
March 31 to submit comprehensive records of
forests identified by the expert committees
constituted as per the 1996 judgment. The
Ministry will have to publish this data onits
website by April 15.

The Supreme Court said that while the ex-
pert committees set up under the 2023 Rules
should take into account the progress made
by the previous expert panels, they are free
to expand the protection umbrella to any for-
est land that is worth protecting.

The matter will be heard for final disposal
inJuly.

Yale varsity apologises for slavery links: India connection of its benefactor

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

THE USA’S Yale University on February 16
issued a formal apology for its historical as-
sociation with slavery. “Today ... we recog-
nise our university’s historical role in and
associations with slavery ... and we apolo-
gise for the ways that Yale’s
leaders, over the course of our
early history, participated in
slavery,” it said in a statement.

This came alongside the

GLOBAL

named. Yale spent over a quarter of a cen-
tury in India, mainly in Madras (now Che-
nnai), where he made a considerable for-
tune from activities including slave trade.

Massachusetts to Madras

Elihu Yale was born in 1649, in Boston,
Massachusetts, into a wealthy merchant
family. When he was three, his family
moved to Britain.

In 1672, Yale arrived in
Madras as a junior employee
of the East India Company,
and ultimately became the

publication of Yale and Slavery:

AHistory,a comprehensive account of Yale’s

past, authored by David W Blight along with

the Yale and Slavery Research Project.
Among other things, the book talks

about the Indian connection of Elihu Yale

(1649-1721), after whom the university is
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governor-president of Madras
from 1684-85, and again from 1687-92.

Involvement in slave trade

The East India Company during Yale’s
time conducted an enormous amount of
commerce from Madras. Apart from trade

in spices and textiles, the Company also en-
gaged in the sale and purchase of human
beings. Yale “oversaw many sales, adjudi-
cations, and accountings of enslaved peo-
ple for the East India Company” (Yale and
Slavery: A History). According to historian

The painting
‘Elihu Yale with
Members of his
Family and an
Enslaved Child'.
Oil on canvas by
John Verelst.
Photo courtesy:
YBCA

Joseph Yannielli, “in the 1680s, when Yale
served on the governing council at Fort St
George ... adevastating famine led to an up-
tickin the local slave trade ... Yale and other
company officials took advantage of the la-
bor surplus, buying hundreds of slaves and

shipping them to the English colony on
Saint Helena.” (Elihu Yale Was a Slave Trader
in Digital Histories @ Yale, 2014).

How many slaves Yale personally owned
(and sold)is not known. But, as Blight writes,
“There can be no question that some portion
of Yale’s considerable fortune, amassed while
British governor-president in Madras, de-
rived from his myriad entanglements with
the purchase and sale of human beings.”

The ‘enslaved child’ painting

A telling piece of evidence linking Yale
and slavery is a now-infamous painting, do-
nated to the Yale Center for British Art
(YBCA) in 1970. It shows four white men,
with Yale at the centre, posing around a
table. In the right corner of the canvas is a
child pouring wine for the group. Of African
or Indian descent (there is some debate
about this), the child wears a silver collar,

indicating enslavement.

Benefactor of college

Yale was removed from the governor’s
post in 1692 due to allegations of embez-
zlement and came back to England in 1699.

Upon his return, he was one of England’s
richest men, and became the biggest bene-
factor of the Collegiate School in New Haven,
Connecticut. The school had been estab-
lished in 1701, but had struggled for funds
till Yale entered the scene. Between 1713 and
1721, he sent hundreds of books, a portrait of
King George I, and other merchandise to
support the Collegiate School. These com-
modities were sold and the proceeds put
into the building of the college house.

Blight wrote: “In honour of Yale’s contri-
butions, and to entice him into additional
donations, the Collegiate School constructed
a building called Yale College [in 1718].”
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Classifieds

I, Nikhil Chaudhary S/o0 Sant
Ram Chaudhary E-702 Eldeco
Green Meadows, Sector-Pi,
Greater Noida,U.P. have
changed my name to Nikhil for
all future purposes.

0070890050-1

Adarsh Nagar, Khora Colony,
Ghaziabad have changed my
name to Mohd Nayem.

0070890042-1

I, Mau Paravej S/o Mahamood
R/0 1692, Kotla Mewatia,
Avasvikas Colony Hapur have
changed my name to Mohd
Parvej. 0070890095-1

I, Mannas S/0 Shalendra Kumar
SaxenaR/o M-152, Sector-
25,Noida Gautam Budh
Nagar(U.P) have changed my
name to Mannas Saxena.

0040715383-2

I, Jatinder Kaur Chadha, W/0
Shri Gurdeep Singh Chadha,
R/oFarm No. 21, Oak Drive, DLF
Chattarpur, Delhi have
changedmy name from
Jatinder Kaur to Jatinder Kaur
Chadha for allfuture purposes.

0040715384-1

I,Jagdish Kumar DeviRam R/0,
C-17,Partap Vihar Part-2,
Nangloi, Delhi-86 that
JAGDEESH KUMAR AND
JAGDISH KUMAR Pertain to one
and the same person

0070890096-1

I, Gouri Shankar S/o Sohan Lal
SharmaR/o F-281, Second-
Floor, Mansarovar Garden,
New Delhi-110015, have
changed my name Gouri
Shankar Sharma. 0040715457-7

I, DeepanshuS/0 Yogesh Kumar
R/oH.No.1116,Sector-
2,Ballabgarh, Faridabad,,have
changed my nameto
Deepanshu Chaudhary.

0040715436-2

I, Bhaskar S/o- Kailash Chand
R/0- House No -A-75, Near SBI
Bank, Gokalpuri Delhi-110094
Have Changed My Name
Bhaskar Gupta, For All
Purposes. 0050237352-1

I, Ashok Kumar Wadhawan S/o
Arjun Lal Wadhawan R/0,FB-
105, Second-Floor,
Mansarovar-Garden, New
Delhi-110015,have changed my
name to Ashok Wadhawan.

0040715457-8

I, Anushka Saini & Anu Saini D/O
Lalit Shridhar R/o U-95,
Second, Solanki road,near PNB
ATM, Uttam Nagar, Delhi-
110059 have changed my name
to Anu Shridhar for all future
purposes. 0070890031-1

IShakuntala Thakur Alias
Shakuntala Singh D/o Mulla
Singh Thakur and W/o Late
Ninnami Singh Rana R/0
527/112,Ravi Kiran Society,
Ukhri Road Baldevbag, Cherital
Ward, Jabalpur, Madhya
Pradesh-482001, have changed
my name to Shakuntala Singh
Rana 0070890062-1

ISUJEET KUMAR RAY S/O KAPIL
DEV RAIR/O A-744 NEAR
KRISHNA PROPERTY
BEGUMPUR NORTH WEST
DELHI 110086 CHANGED MY
NAME TO SUJEET KUMAR RAI

0070890089-1

I Purshottam Das S/o-Chander
Bhan Mittal R/0-C-22/4,Gali
No.9,Sadh Nagar,Palam
Colony,Delhi-110045 have
changed my nameto
Purushottam Mittal for all
purposes. 0040715377-1

INeelam Khural W/o Hakam
Singh R/o A- 62, Prem Nagar,
Ganganagar, Dist-
Ganganagar, Rajasthan-
335001, have changed my
name to Neelam 0070890059-1

INEELU JHA W/0 DHIRENDRA
JHAR/0421,FlatNo.6, First
Floor, GaliNo.3, Maya Devi
Bhawan, Mandawali Fazalpur,
East Delhi, Delhi-110092 thisis
toinform that Neelu Jha, D/o
Jaynath Mishra, NeelooKumari
and Neelu Kumary D/o Jainath
Mishra are one &amp; same
personisknown as Neelu Jha
D/o Jaynath Mishraonly. it
should be treated asonly Neelu
Jhaforall purposes
henceforth. 0040715382-1

I, PRANAY WATSON S/0 WATSON
GEORGE R/0 C-3, KRIST JYOTI
APARTMENT, PARWANA ROAD,
PITAMPURA, DELHI-110034,
THAT PRANAY WATSON AND
PRANAY PERTAIN TO ONE AND
THE SAME PERSON.

0070890097-1

I Mahesh Kumar S/o Sh.Ram
Kumar R/0 A-437, Inder Enclave
-2, Kirari Suleman Nagar, New
Delhi-110086 have changed my
name to Mahesh for all
purposes. 0040715369-2

I Kshitij Chhabra S/o Sh. Baldev
Kumar R/077/2B, Sector -2,
Kali Bari Marg, Gole Post
Office, NDMC, New Delhi G.P.O.,
Central Delhi, Delhi-110001
have changed my name to
Kshitij Raj Chhabra for all
purposes. 0040715369-3

I Jyoti Rani W/o-Purushottam
Mittal R/0-C-22/4, Gali
No.9,Sadh Nagar,Palam
Colony, Delhi-110045 have
changed my name to Jyoti for
all purposes. 0040715378-1

I, Rajender Kumar S/o Purav
Ram R/o Village Kathanda, P.O.
Jadoli,Nermand, Kullu,
Himachal Pradesh-172023, that
name of mine and my father
has been wrongly written as
Rajender and Puran Rai
respectively in my Pan Card
No.- BKUPR5618C. The actual
name of mine and my fatheris
Rajender Kumar and Purav
Ram respectively

0070890044-1
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I Bijay Pratap Singh Son of Sh
Prem Shankar
Singhpermanent resident of
Kumarkhand, District-
Madhepura, Bihar-Pin 852112,
& presently residing atFlat No
D-203, POWERGRID Township,
Sector-43,Gurugram, Haryana,
Pin 122009 have changed
myname from Bijay Pratap
Singh to Vijay Pratap Singh
andwill be known as Vijay
Pratap Singh for all
officialpurposes. 0040715381-1

BhartiD/o Late Govind Prasad—
R/0 75, Patel Nagar Suhagi,
Near Yadav Hotel, Gram
Panchayat Suhagi, Ward 77,
New Ward Adhartal, Jabalpur,
Madhya Pradesh-482004, have
changed my name to Pooja Raj

0070890065-1

I, Tara Datt Mathpal,S/O Khima
Nand,R/O H.No-2669,Gali.No-67-
A,E-Block Molarband
Extension,Badarpur Delhi-
110044,Have Changed My Name
To Tara Datt,For future.

0040715436-8

I, Mohammad Farooq s/o
Islamuddin R/o F-1/63, Sangam
Vihar, Pushpa Bhawan, New
Delhi-110062, have changed my
name to Mohd Farooq Saifi

0040715385-1

I'Vijay Bhatia S/o Late Sh. Moti Ram
Bhatia(M.R. Bhatia) R/o A-69,
Prayag Apartment, Vasundhara
Enclave, Delhi-110095 is also
known as Vijay Kumar and Vijay
Kumar Bhatia. All names are of
one and the same person.

0040715369-4

My correct name is Dev Rishis/0
Dayanand Sharmar/o D-219,
Karam Pura, New Delhi-110015
but due to mistakeitis written
as Devrishiin my employment
related documents with US
Embassy. 0040715205-3

[, MD Nawabuddin'S/o
Basiruddin R/0 202,
Maharajpur, Ghaziabad have
changed my name to
Nawabuddin. 0070890092-1

l,hitherto known as bhusan,S/0-
HOSHIYAAR SINGH,residing at
House No.F-47,Adhyapak
Vihar,Nangloi,West Delhi-
110041,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as GOVIND. 0040715457-2

I,VEENA,W/0 RAJESH GHAI,R/0
L-801,KDP Grand
Savanna,Rajnagar-Extension,
Ghaziabad(UP)have changed
my name,from VEENA to
VEENA GHAI,for all future
purposes. 0040715438-5

I,Tilak Raj S/0 Mehar Chand
Kukreja R/0-H.N0-1680-81,3rd-
Floor,Multani Mohalla,Rani
Bagh Delhi-110034,have
changed my name to Tilak
Kukreja Permanently.

0040715368-1

I,Sudesh,S/0 Bhim Singh,R/0-Kh
No.-93/10,Gali No.-
23B,Swatantra Nagar,Narela,
Delhi-110040,have changed my
name to Sudesh Kumar,for all
purposes.

0040715453-6

I,Subir Maheshwari S/o Narain
Dutt Dhupar R/0,PD-12A,
Malibu-Towne, Sohna-
Road,Gurgaon, Haryana-
122018,have changed my-
minor son’s name Nirvana
Maheshwarito Nervan
Maheshwari. 0040715457-10

I,Shreyas Kamboj S/o Charan
Jeet Singh R/0-Q-18 Sri
Niwaspuri,South Delhi-
110065,changed my name to
Shreyas Jeet Singh

0040715438-9

I,Seeta Shree,w/0 Jai
Narayan,R/0,H.n0-154 D-
Block,Shakurpur North,West
Delhi-110034,have changed my
name,from Neetu to Seeta
Shree,for all,the future
purposes 0040715436-1

I,Santosh,W/o Ravi Kumar,R/o-
C-811,Block-C,Basant Dada
Patil-Nagar,Bhalaswa,Badli, -
North,West Delhi-
110042,Declare that my name s
wrongly-mentioned as
Santosh Kumari Gotam in my
Ration-Card(Number
077004865432).But my actual-
name is Santosh,for future,all
purposes. 0040715418-9

I,Sajan Kumar,S/0
Ramphal,R/0-83/5, Sonipat
Road,Near-Railway
Fatak,station Headquarter wali
Gali,Laxmi Nagar,Rohtak
Haryana-124001,Have Changed
My Name To Sajjan
Kumar,Permanently.

0040715457-5

I,SUNITA BHATIA,W/0 TRILOK
BHATIA,R/O HOUSE.NO.B-
6,NEAR PARNAMI
HOSPITAL,PANCHWATI,AZADP
UR,DELHI-110033,have
changed my minor child’s
name from NIKUNJ to NIKUNJ
BHATIA. 0040715436-7

1,SUMIT KUMAR S/0 SURESH
KUMAR R/O H-
12,BHALSWA,DELHI-110033,
have changed my nameto
SUMIT SAINI. 0040715436-4

I,SIMRAN BANSAL LOVELY
BANSAL,D/O PARBEEN
BANSAL,R/O PLOTNO.82,U-
BLOCK,SUBHASH-PARK,UTTAM
NAGAR,DELHI-110059.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO LOVELY
BANSAL.

0040715452-8

I,SHEKHAR S/0O VISHNU
DAYAL,R/0O PLOT.NO.45
SECOND-FLOOR,FRONT
RIGHTSIDE,BLOCK-Li
MOHANGARDENUTTAM
NAGAR-ND-59,HAVE CHANGED
MY. NAME TO SHEIKH PAL.

0040715452-2

I, USHA dependent (mother) of
Rajesh R, R/0O Gokulam,
Palavila, Meenad, Kollam,
Kerala-691579 have changed
my name from USHAto G
USHAKUMARY vide affidavit
IN-DL45605343733901W dated
17 Feb 2024.

0070889995-1

I,SABINA DANISH,W/0O.DANISH
RAIS,ADD-963,GALI
CHASHREEN FARASH
KHANA,CENTRAL,DELHI-
110006,changed my name to
SABEENA KAUSER,for all,future
purposes. 0040715453-2

T,SAANVID/0 SURENDERKUMAR
KAMAL ADD-PLOT NO-
85,BLOCK-C,NEAR-DAYAL BAGH
POLICE CHOWKI,DAYALBAGH
COLONY
SURAJKUND,FARIDABAD
PIN:121009,HARYANA,INDIA
changed my name to SAANVI
KAMAL,for all,future purposes.

0040715452-6

I,Rukhsana,W/70 Chand
Khan,R/0O Flat.No-120,
Aurbindo Appt.D.D.A-Flats,
Adhchini,Delhi-110017,Have
Changed my Nameto
Rukhsana Khan. 0040715452-5

I,Richa,W/0 Varun Sagar,R/0,D-
346,Sector-47,Noida
GautamBudh Nagar,UP-
201301,Have changed my name
to Richa Kohli sagar,for all
purposes. 0040715418-3

I,Ravi,S/0-Shri Shiv Kumar,R/0-
H.No.JB-3/54, Gali
No.3,Welcome,Seelampur,Sha
hdara,East Delhi-110032,have
changed my name to Annu.

0040715457-1

SINGH,ADDRESS:305A LTH
LEBURNUM APPTT,SUSHANT-
LOK,GURGAON,HARYANA
122001,changed my name to
RINTU SINGH,permanently.

0040715436-5

T,RAVINDERAKUMAR,S/0
LATE.LAJPAT
RAI,Add:SANSKAR
FARM,CHURCH ROAD,
BEHIND,POCKET D-3,VASANT
KUNJ,NEW DELHI-
110070,changed my name to
RAVINDER KUMAR GARG.

0040715453-1

ILRANVIRK. RAWAT ALTIAS
RANVIR KIRIT RAWAT,S/O LATE
SH.DHAN SINGH RAWAT,R/0O
HOUSE.NO.57-58,UGF,POCKET-
4,SECTOR-22,ROHINI,DELHI-
110086,have changed my name
to RANVIRSINGH
RAWAT,permanently.

0040715436-6

[,Praveen Kumar Lakhera,s/o
Chinta Mani Lakhera,R/0 C-
11,Vikalp Apts Plot.n0.92,IP
Extn,Delhi-110092,have
changed my name to Praveen
Lakhera,for all purposes.

0040715418-6

|,Poonam W/o0 Sourabh
Sachdeva,R/0-864,Sector-
9A,Gurgaon-122011(HR) have
changed my name to Poonam
Sachdeva for all purposes.

0040715457-4

I,Payal Bhatia,w/0 Paras
Bhatia,R/0-8,Shri Ram
Road,Cottage.No.10,Civil-
Line,Delhi-110054,have
changed my name to Paayal
Bhatia,permanently.

0040715418-8

I,Pallavi Bhati,W/O Manvir Singh
Bhati,R/O H.N0-2,3rd-
floor,Chetram colony, Dayal
Bagh,Faridabad,Haryana-
121009,Have changed my name
to Pallavi Singh Bhati

0040715438-4

I,LPREETI RAJ DIKSHIT,W/0O VED
PRAKASH DIKSHIT,R/O
HOUSE.NO.-M-972,ASHIYANA,
SECTOR-M,LDA-
COLONY,LUCKNOW,UTTAR
PRADESH-226012,have
changed my-minor child’s
name,from AADITYA to
AADITYADIKSHIT 0040715482-1

I,Neeru Devender Kumar
Gera,W/0 Davendra Kumar
Gera,R/0-FD-38,Second
Floor,Tagore-Garden Delhi-
110027,Have Changed my
Name to Neeru Gera.

0040715452-4

I,NASIM KHAN W/O
MOHAMMAD IRFAN
KHAN,H.NO.67,STREETNO-
32,MAIDAN GARHI-
ROAD,CHATTAR PUR-ENCLAVE-
PHASE-2,NEW DECHI-74,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
NASEEM KHAN  0040715452-3

I,Mayank
Bajpai,R/0,H.N0.862,Ground
Floor,Urban Estate,Sector
5,Gurgaon, (Haryana)-
122001,have changed my-
Minor Daughter name Manini
to AadyaBajpai. 0040715436-9

I,MOTHI BHARADWA)J
RANGARAO,W/0O MADHVAPATI
ANANTHA NARAYAN RAO,ADD-
N-106,SURUCHI-APARTMENTS
PLOT 31 SECTOR-
10,DWARKA,DELHI-110075,
changed my name to MOTHI
BHARADWAVJ,for all,future
purposes. 0040715452-7

I, MEHAK JAIN,W/0O KASHISH
GUPTA R/O HOUSE NO-
19,TODARMAL LANE, BANGALI
MARKET,GPO,NEW DELHI-
110001 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MEHAK GUPTA.

0040715467-2

I,Sourabh S/o Krishan Kumar
R/0-864,Sector-9A,Gurgaon
122011(HR),have changed my
name to Sourabh Sachdeva for
all purposes. 0040715457-3

I,LKhem Chand Sachdeva,S/o Lal
Chand,R/0-B-20,Delhi citizen
Society Sector-13,Rohini Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Khem Chand.

0040715438-2

1,JC-596003L,NB/Sub-Mumtaz
Ahmad Malla,S/0-Abdul Razak
Malla, R/0- Gund Dachhana,
District-Bandipora. Inmy
servicerecords thename&D o
B of my daughter has been
wrongly mentioned as Nujrel
Sehar (Do B-01-01-2014
instead of Najr-ul-Sehar(D o B-
19-07-2015) as per school
records. It needs
corrections.Objections be
filled to 4 JAKLI within seven
days.

0020472378-1

l,Hazel,D/o Jasdeep Singh,R/0-
Flat.No.201, Natura-2,???
Marina,Sector-68,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001,have changed
my name to Hazel Khatra.

0040715418-5

T,Ghanshyam Prasad,S/o Shanti
Prasad Sah,R/0-nakul chandra
lane,
mundichak,Jagdishpur,Bhagal
pur,Bihar - 812001,have
changed my name to
Ghanshyam Prasad Sah,for
all,future purposes.

0040715418-2

I,Geeta W/o Sunil Kumar R/0-
903, The-New Rashtriya-CGHS
Ltd., Plot-No.15, Sector-18,
Dwarka, New Delhi-
110078,have changed my name
to Geeta Kumari.

0040715457-11

I,Gaurav,S/0Jai
prakash,R/0,Gali.no-6B
swatantra-Nagar Narela,New-
Delhi-110040,Have changed my
name to Gaurav Jain,for all
purposes. 0040715418-4

T,Gagnpreet kaur lamba,w/0
Navreet singh Lambar/o,C-
4B/13/177 janakpuri delhi
110058,changed my name to
Gaganpreet kaur lamba.

0040715438-6

T,Gagandeep Singh,S5/0-Harjeet
Singh,R/0-B-1371C,Ansal
Sushant City,Near Roman
Court Kundli,Sonipat,Haryana-
131029,have changed name of
my minor son Jasmer Singh
Ailawadhi to Jassmer Singh.

0040715467-1

T,GAURAV ANTIL,S/0 RAVINDER™
SINGH ANTIL RESIDENT-
373,SECTOR-
15,SONIPAT,HARYANA HAVE
CHANGED MY MINOR
DAUGHTER NAME FROM ARAVI
TO ARAVIANTIL. 0040715436-3

I,Daulat Chhatwani S/0 Hassa
Ram Chhatwani R/0-24,Banarsi
Das Estate Timarpur Delhi-
110054,changed my name to
Daulat Ram Chhatwani

0040715438-8

l,Daljit Kaur W/o Manjit Singh,C-
129 Uday Vihar Chander-Vihar
Nilothi Extn.,Nangloi Delhi have
changed my name to Daljeet
Kaur. 0040715452-1

I,Chitra Batra W/o Ashwani
Bhatia R/o B-7/8, Block-B-7,
Rajouri Garden, New Delhi,
have changed my nameto
Chitra Bhatia. 0040715457-6

I,BHOPINDER SINGH,S/0O
GURBAKSH SINGH,R/0
16/43A,SECOND-
FLOOR,OPP.LAMBA BOOK-
DEPOT,TILAK NAGAR,DELHI-
110018.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO BHUPINDER SINGH.

0040715418-1

[LBHARTI KAUSHIK W/O-KARTIK
DIXIT IHAVE CHANGE MY NAME
BHARTI KAUSHIK TO BHARTI
DIXIT,R/0-D-52,GALI NO- 4,
WEST JYOTI NAGAR, DELHI-
110094 0040715438-1

I,BHARTI KAUSHIK W/O-KARTIK
DIXIT IHAVE CHANGE MY NAME
BHARTI KAUSHIK TO BHARTI
DIXIT,R/0-D-52,GALI NO-4,
WEST JYOTI NAGAR, DELHI-
110094 0040715436-10

I,Azram Zaman,S/o Kishwar
Zaman,R/0 128,Top-
Floor,Imambara,Hazrat
Nizamuddin,South,Delhi-
110013,have changed my name
to Syed Azram Zaman,for
all,future purposes.

0040715453-4

ILKulmohan singh Lambas/oM
SLambar/o C-4B/13/177
janakpuridelhi-110058,
changed my name to Kul
Mohan Singh. 0040715438-7

I,Arun Kumar,S/o Saudagar
Shah Gupta,R/0-G-42,Lajpat
Nagar-Il,New Delhi-
110024,have changed my
name,from Arun Kumar,to
Arun Gupta,for all purposes.

0040715453-3

l,Anurag,S/0 Pawan Kumar,R/0
Ward-05,
Chubkiyagarh,Churu,Rajastha
n-331023Have changed my
name to Anurag Sihag.

0040715438-3

I,Anita Rani W/o Sumit Garg R/o-
CP-130First-Floor Pitampura
Delhi-110034,have changed my
name to Anita Garg
Permanently 0040715438-10

I,Amita Kailash Pathak,W/o-
Kailash Kumar Pathak,R/0
A4/204,Dream Valley-Villas,
Techzone4,Greater-Noida
West,Gautam BudhNagar,U.P-
201306,have changed my
name,from Amita Kailash
Pathak to Amita Pathak,for
all,future purpose.

0040715418-7

I,Ameeruddin,S/o Wasi
Uddin,R/0 Ansal View
Estate,Tower-6A,Flat.No.-
1401,Gwal Pahari,Gurgaon
(Haryana),inform that Ameer
as given name Uddin Surname.

0040715467-3

I,Ajay Kumar SharmaS/o
Sh.Sudhakar Prasad
Sharma,R/0-Ho.No-
1842A,Sector-29,HBC,
Faridabad | have changed my
name from Ajay Sharmato Ajay
Kumar Sharma,for all future
Purposes. 0040715388-1

I, Yashh S/o Shalendra Kumar
SaxenaR/o M-152, Sector-25,
Noida Gautam Budh
Nagar(U.P) have changed my
name to Yashh Saxena.

0040715383-3

I, Rohit Dikshit, S/o Om Prakash
Dikshit, R/0-1101, 11th floor,
Sheoran Residency, Avantika
phase-1, Ghaziabad -201002
(UP), have changed my name
to Rohit Dixit 0070890004-1

I, Pratham Singh S/o0 Amrit Pal
Singh R/o G-49, Sector-41,
Noida(U.P) have changed my
name to Pratham Singh
Sandhu for all future purposes.

0040715383-1

I, Seema Sharma W/o Vikas
SharmaR/o Himalaya
Apartments, A-607,Sector-5,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh-201012 have changed
my name to Seema Gusain for
all future purposes.

0040715462-1

1, ParulD/oJitendra Prasad
Mishra W/o Akash Agarwal
R/0,H.No-24, E-Block,Vikas-
Puri, Tilak-Nagar, West-Delhi,
Delhi-110018,have changed
my-name to Parul Mishra.

0040715457-9

wife of Ex - Hav, Ghaware
Sakharam Dattaram, S.No.
1559953Y R/0. A/204, Laxman
Arcade CHS., Near Gaondevi
Mandir, Devicha Pada,
Dombivli West, Dist. Thane -
421202 (Maharashtra), have
changed my name from Shital
to Shital Sakharam Ghaware &
Date of Birth from 32 yrs and
Not Recorded to 20/05/1966
vide Affidavit.

0070890051-1

I, Yogita Tomar w/o Yogender
Tomar r/o0 1050/GF, Sector-5,
Greenwood Enclave,
Ghaziabad-201001 have
changed my name to Yogita
Chittoria.

0040714971-1

— LOST&FOUND

I, Surinder Kaur D/o Gurbachan
Singh R/0 A-16, Sheetal
Apartment, Sector-14, Rohini,
New Delhi-110085 have
lost/damaged my Original
Freehold papers, Bank
Documents, Property Papers
of property No.A-16, Sheetal
Apartment, Sector-14, Rohini,
New Delhi-110085. Finders may
contact atabove address.

0040715369-1

I, Rahul Narula S/o H.K Narula
have lost original Share
Certificate, Allotment Letter of
Flat No.A-44, Plot No.3, Sector-
13 CGHS, Ayudh Vihar, Dwarka,
Phase-1,N.D.-75, Finder
Cont:9971974247

0040715369-5

I, Amrish Kumar Rai S/o Munni
Rai & Manju Rai W/o Amrish
Kumar Rai R/062/1 Awash
Vikas Colony East Betiahata
Gorakhpur,U.P. have lost my
Allotment and Possession
letter of T-3/1104 Parsvnath
Platinum Sector-Tau Swarn
Nagri Greater Noida, U.P.

0070890046-1

SERVICES

PIONEERPARK premium
residential complex 25 acres,
>1000 apartments in Gurugram.
PioneerPark Residents Welfare
Association proposes engaging
an efficient Estate Management
Agency. Interested entities,
managing residential complexes
of similar size, may send
credentials to Secretary, PPRWA
on, by 28.02.2024. 8800388000

0050237349-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concern that my client Saritd
Arora W/o Late Surender Kumar R/o C-8/408
Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi-110085, has disowned
and severed all her relationship with her so
Gagan Arora and his wife Sanchika, and
debarred them from all her movable and
immovable properties, acquired or to bd
acquired, because of their mis-behaviour &
mis-conduct and their nature being disobedient
with my client, and they residing separatelyf
from my client, so my client have broken al
her relations with them. Any person dealing
and having any relation with them in any
manner shall be at their own risk, cost &
consequences and my client shall not bd
responsible for any act and deed of them.
Sd/-
Vishal Singh (Advocate
Enrol No.- D-749/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE
|Re: Froperty Bearing Mo
[WZ-112A, hawing Plot No, 361,
|area measuring 25 5q. yvds., Oul of
Khazra Mo, 1810, siluateg in the
ared of Village Keshopwr, colony
Known a5 Guru Manak Nagar, New
iEIEIhi-HI]IZI‘:E therginaftar refemed
| bev-as thie “Said propearly”). Molica is
hereby given 1o the general pubdc
including Banks, Financial
Institutions, efz, that. as informed
{ by our chisnt, M. Indenit Singh, he s
iha soba and absalule awner of the
|said pregerty. In this connection he
| has furiher informed usg that the said
|property was owned by Mr
| Gurhachan Singh wide Motarized
{ Documanis viz., Power af Altomey
[Agreement o Sall and Wil dated
[30/08/1994 executed by Mrs
il-'iuwant Waurin his favour, After his
idEH1h . the said properly was
{inkeribad by their legal heirs namely
[(1) Mr. Palvinder Singh, (i}
(Mr. Harjinder Jit Singh & (i)
| Mr. Indesjit Singh {sons). Later on
(Mr. Palvinder Singh &
| Mr. Harjinder Jit Singh axecubad &
|Rﬂ|in‘.;umhr|9n1 Dead in favour of
(Mr. indarjit Singh in respect of hair
| shares in the said property. The said
(Deed is registered with the
leancerned Sub-Hegistrar of
=|"-'|55'JTEII'I:.'EIS-|| Basan Darapur, as
iDnmmenl Mo, 11753 In Addl. Book
(Mo, Molume Mo, 23861 on pages
(88 fo 93 regd., on 10.10 2018
Thusour chent became sole and
abstlute owner of the Said property.
Mow cur client intends o mofgage
the said property with SMFG India
iHnrne Finance Company Lid., for
availing lean facility, | any person
sacaly, bank, inancial insifulion or
athaer instilutions have any
objection against the  ownership of
our clent on the said property and
(subsequently righiful morigaoe
iu[ the sasd propery in fawvour of
[SMFG India Home Finance
Company Ltd. by cur client, may
raise hisfhertheir objection's, in
writing, by Registared AD post, o
tha undersignad, within §7 days, on
addrass mentioned below.
Dtherwize afier expiry of 07 days
from the date of publication of this
Inr.dine, ihe said property shall be
| marigaged by our cient in favour of
[SMFG India Home Finance
{Company Ltd..and no objection
{shall be acceptatie against such
|marigage

AMIT KUMAR KHURAMNA
ADVOCATE

FOR WS INTELLECTIVE

LAW DFFICES, A-T4, LOWER
GROUND FLOOR, DEFENCE
COLONY, MNEW DELHI-1100E4

FUBLIC MNOTICE

I'T IS HEREBY IHFORMED THAT AT DLEENT SMIT.
SHERDW GOVAL 'WOU 5H Vel KLIWLAS GOV
R FLAT Wi, 2 AGROHA HUMJ, EECTOR 42
ROHINI, DELHI1100QE, |5 THE O'WNER OF
SOCIETY BUILT-UP FLAT BEARIHE HO. 2, &EFI0HA
CEHS LTO, PLOT NQL 14, SECTOA 13, ROHM
CELHI ARD GHE BAS MAPLAGEDFUOST DRG] KL
POSSESESION-CUM-ALLOTHERT-GUM-
UACE ATAEIAG WHICH WKS ISSUED AY THE
SOCIETY v THE NAME OF OReGINAL &LLOTTEE
SH. MdSral AL GOEL & Y SLAEAT Ak alsh
LOCGED & Filowiih WEE LR W0 146esahine
CHTED 2052200 AY PO KCE SURTHOM, CHIE
BRARGH, DELWL. B Ary BODY FRDS THE 5810
COCUMENT. FLEAGE INFCSAM MER AT THE
ABCNESAID ADCAESEOR PH KO, 34568T357H)

IF ARY OTHER CLABERT HAS AWY RIGHT 1N THE
AFDEEEARD PROBERTY, HGSHE SHOULD BLE Al
FS & GIVE INTIMATION T ASSTIDESUTY
CIRECTOR. (G40 WITHR 10 DAYS FROM THE DWTE
OF ISSUE OFTHES KOTICE

Sachim Kumar [Advocate)
Enral. Ho. [I.IEI]EIE.MI

PUBLIC NOTICE

AAY MAnY B Falh NYaVs al Yal nl

IFrUDLICU [NUILIUL
General Public Is Hereby Informed That T Alk:

Late Sh. Sudershan Kumar Verma Are Filling I
L&DO For Substitution Of The Property No. X-2

Alka Kaushal. & Archana Varma Both Daughter:
Of Late Sh. Sudershan Kumar Verma R/O X-2
West Patel Nagar New Delhi On The Ground:
Of Death Certificates If There Are An:
Objections/Claims From The General Public O
This Application, The Same Shall B
Communicated To L&Do With Supportin;
Documents Through Registered Post Or B
Visiting L&DO Office At 6th floor  Nirmai
Bhawan Maulana Azad Road New Delhi O
Through An Email At LDO@NIC.IN Within 3|
Days Of Publication Of This Notice

| 1t is informed- to-the General Public at large tha
my client INDER PAL JAGGI S/o LAKHM
CHAND JAGGI R/o 024-A JANGPURA
EXTENSION, NEW DELHI-110014
transferring the fund from SPIRA 3218 uni
in the name of Neelam Jaggi to have
purchased a  property  bearing  Nag
C203ASTR2618/OFFICE#2618 Project SUPER
NOVA, address PLOT NO.3 SECTOR-94
NOIDA UTTAR PRADESH 201301. if anybod:
or financial Institutions have objection, he/shg
may contact to M/s Supertech limited office Plo
no-C-2, Sector 96, Noida 201303 UP, Withi
15 days from the date of publication.
Sd/-
G. L. Goswami (Advocate,
OFFICE: “GUPTA COMMERCIAL
COLLEGE®” 3530, Qutab Road.
Delhi-110006

— PUBEICNOTICE —

It is informed to the General Public at large that m
client INDER PAL JAGGI S/O LAKHM
CHAND JAGGI R/o 0-24-A JANGPURA
EXTENSION, NEW DELHI-110014 transferring
the fund from SPIRA 3905 unit being first allote
Neelam Jaggi and second allotee Upender Jaggi t
have purchased a property bearing N
C203ASTR2618/OFFICE#2618 Project SUPER
NOVA, address PLOT NO.3 SECTOR-9%4
NOIDA UTAR PRADESH 201301. if anybody o
financial Institutions have objection, he/she ma
contact to M/s Supertech Limited Office Plot No
C-2, Sector 96, Noida 201303 UP, Within 15 day:
from the date of publication.

Sd/-
G. L. Goswami (Advocate]
OFFICE: “GUPTA COMMERCIAL
COLLEGE®” 3530, Qutab Road
Delhi-110006

Property Bearing Municipal
No. 469711, (175 Sq. Yds.),
21, Ansari Road,

Daryaganj, Delhi-110002
Wy client [CICI Bank L., Lid.,19

NW Avenue Road, West Punjabi
Bagh, Delhi-110026 is in the
process of advancing a loan 1o
Mohd. Aslam & Mrs. Rahila
against morigage of Property
Bearing Municipal Mo, 465711,
(175 3q. ¥ds.), 21, Ansani Road,
Daryagan), Mew Delhi-110002
(Property), who have
represented that they are fhe
absolute owners of the said
property, having purchased vide
Sale Dead Dated 04.01.2024
(Doc Mo, 5840, from the lawiul
owner Mr. Ramesh Chandra
Shamma, the only clazs | Legal
heir of Late Babu Devi Chand
Sharma whao cwned the proparty
by wvirlue of Sale Deed dafed
20001930 [Doc Mo, 4111), H
anybody, person, body
corporate has any right, lien or
claim whalsoever on the said
Proparly, then heishefdl may
contact the undersigned with
documentary proof of claim
within 10 days of publcation of
this nodice, otherwize # shall be
deemed that either there are no
claims or the same have been
waivad off. Mo claim or cbjection
shall be enterfained thereafler
and my client shall proceed 1o
advance the lnan by mortgaging
tre said property.
Vishal Chopra, Advocate
GNA & Associates
D-28, Jangpura Extension,

New Dethi-110014.
PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to the General Public at large that m;
Client INDER PAL JAGGI S/O LAKHMI CHAND
JAGGI R/o 0-24-A, JANGPURA EXTENSION, NE
DELHI-110014, have purchased a property bearing N
C203ASTR2617/OFFICE#2617 being first allotee Indel
Pal Jaggi and second allotee Upender Jaggi An
C203ASTR2618/OFFICE#2618 first allotee Neelan
Jaggi and second Allotee Inder Pal Jaggi in Proje
SUPER NOVA, address PLOT NO.3 SECTOR- 94
NOIDA UTTAR PRADESH 201301. Client have los
the original allotment letter and papers of the above sai
property, Through this request M/s SUPERTECH
REALTORS LIMITED, to issue the duplicate allotmen
letter of the said property, if anybody or financial
Institutions have objection, he/she may contact to M/
Supertech Limited Office Plot No. C-2, Sector 96, Noid
201303 UP, Within 15 days from the date of publicatios
Sd/-
G. L. Goswami (Advocate)
OFFICE: “GUPTA COMMERCIAL COLLEGE®
3530, Qutab Road, Delhi-110 00

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my Clients SH
TRILOCHAN SINGH S/O SH. KARTAH
SINGH & SMT. KULDEEP KAUR W/O SH
TRILOCHAN SINGH, R/O Z-11, VISHNU
GARDEN EXTN., NEW DELHI-110018
have severed all their relations and
connections with their son S. Jaspal SingH
and his wife Sonia @ Sonia Om Singh
have debarred and disowned from all theij

movable & immovable Properties, wit]
immediate effect, due to quarrelsomd
nature, acting beyond control, disobedient
abusing, showing unfamiliar & irresponsibld
attitude towards my clients.
Whomsoever deals with them in monetar
form or in any other nature shall do so a
her/his own cost, risk and responsibility.
Sd/- JAI VEER SINGH, Adv|
Ch. No. 213-A, 2nd Floor|
Service Industries Bldg., Distt. Centre
Janak Puri, New Delhi-110054

Kaushal. & Archana Varma Both Daughters Of

West Patel Nagar New Delhi In The Name Of

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to the General Public at large that m
client INDER PAL JAGGI S/O LAKHM
CHAND JAGGI R/o 0-24-A JANGPURA
EXTENSION, NEW DELHI-110014 transferring
the fund from ASTRALIS 1024 unit being firs
allotee Neelam Jaggi and Second allotte Inder Pa
Jaggi to have purchased a property bearing N
C203ASTR2618/OFFICE#2618 Project SUPER
NOVA, address PLOT NO.3 SECTOR-94
NOIDA UTTAR PRADESH 201301. if anybod:
or financial Institutions have objection, he/she may
contact to M/s Supertech Limited Office Plot No
C-2, Sector 96, Noida 201303 UP, Within 15 day:
from the date of publication.
Sd/-
G. L. Goswami (Advocate
OFFICE: “GUPTA COMMERCIAL
COLLEGE®” 3530, Qutab Road
Delhi-110004

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to the General Public at large tha
Late Neelam Jaggi booked the property bearing N
C203ASTR2618/OFFICE#2618 Project SUPER
NOVA, address PLOT NO.3 SECTOR- 94
NOIDA UTTAR PRADESH 201301 in the namd
of first Allotee Neelam Jaggi and Second Alloted
Inder Pal Jaggi. But now after Demise of Neelamr
Jaggi, Inder Pal Jaggi requested M/s SUPERTECH
REALTORS LIMITED to transfer the property i
the name of Inder Pal Jaggi if anybody or financia
Institutions have objection, he/she may contact t
M/s. Supertech Limited office Plot no-C-2, Sector
96, Noida 201303 UP, Within 15 days from thd
date of publication.
Sd/-
G. L. Goswami (Advocate
OFFICE: “GUPTA COMMERCIAL
COLLEGE®” 3530, Qutab Road

Delhi-110004

“"IMPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian

Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

Himachal Pradesh

Public Waorks Department
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

the said, Asha cannot be

warrant).

ct. cases 1105/21 Uls

20.03.2024

DPMT78TISW/2024
Court matter

See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Asha w/o Dharam Raj (user) R/o Premises
near House No.32, Village |ssapur Khera, Najafgarh New
Delhi have committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence under ct. cases 1105/21 U/s 135 Indian Electricity
Act. has been registered at P.S. Kapeshera Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that

found and whereas it has been

shown to my satisfaction that the said, Asha has absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Asha of

135 Indian Electricity Act.

registered at PS. Kapeshera Delhi is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or before

By Order

Sh. Vinod Kumar Meena, Ld.ASJ,

Dwarka Court New Delhi

Appeal for

Identification

one

to Aruna Asaf Ali Hospital,

DP/2072/N/2024

General public is hereby informed that

Shankar Lal, Rlo: Rain Basera 24.3-44,
Geeta Ghat, Civil Lines, Delhi, Age:
About 30 Yrs., Height: 5'5", Sex: Male,
Complexion: Shallow, Wearing: Blue
Colour Shirt and Blue Colour Lower,
Place of Recovery: He was admitted

187/24. Where doctor declared him brought dead.
In this regard DD No. 62A, Dated: 16.02.2024 has been

lodged at Police Station: Civil Lines, Delhi. Any clue come to
notice please inform undersign.

person MName: Hiralal, Slo:

Civil Lines, Delhi vide MLC No.

SHO
P.S.: Civil Lines, Delhi
Ph.: 8450870127

1 b Execulive bigieer ol Shikin

CHall of Lwvgmes of

PRESS NOTE DOy BE ISSUED
FOR PUBLICATION IN NEWS PAPERS FOR E-TENDERING
Llnvsiiny Shalipur imviies following e-lender
Himuochal Pradesh from approved eligible contractors

follvwine work throush e-iendening Process:-

Fstimuted | Friel Timme

& | T l:l:"\;.'-r-lpl.lll;l Cost o
i, Cosl (s | securiy Bid
(R ()
1 difig Sewerags Scheowe to Adjoining
Fanchayat Bimta, Churkan, Laolbehar, Satouar
Matchor ¢te of Kangra Tewn i Tehsil Al
i, Kangre, Hemachad Pradesh, (5= C0) ||?«I:F:+,’I+|.'-;I|H:'5:5- 1 p T
STP 250 MLD Capecity for  Zone-1 , 00,38 o
Iy IPFs | PN 1,78 NILLY STTF o
TR )
I .'.‘l'-- g Separmie WHS b Mogar Pond syt
m Detwil Shabpur, [isEl  Khngra
1M isMe- Constiictiom of WP LS8 L)
Uiy, U0 DHSE S0 KL Lirs, DIECL, 3500 12 000 TR&~ | 1 T2 : 25
KL, TOKL Capacity with ST, HT 1 2Murs euch, o
1 1 chpmibser, CirMlpn, I Systens,
.:'i. e wire lencing mmad pilbars Tor Ly viaing
Last date of filling uploading the weader through e-tendering RN 2034 upto IR
he ender form and other derpibed condition can be oblamed from the websit
wiw hptenders. gov.mn
Executive Engineer,
BIGRHF Jal Shakt Division., Shakpar,

MINOR IRRIGATION DIVISION, RANCHI.

Very Short Re-e-Tender e-Procurement Notice

e-Tender Reference No. WRD/MID/RANCHI F, - 06/2023-24

Construction of Series Check

- Tender on website

1. MName of the work Dam on LodhaberaNala, Block:
Angara,Dist- Ranchi.

2. Estimated Cost Rs. 18578443.23

3.| Time of Completion {11 months)

4 Date of Publication of E 22.02.2024at 2.00 pm

Last date/Time for
5. submission of E-Tender

BIDs

01.03.2024up to 5:00 pm

! Last Date for online
"ISubmission of tender fee

and EMD

e=-Procurement Portal
(jharkhandtenders.gov.in)
01.03.2024up to 5:00 pm

!.| Date of Opining Tender

04.03.2024at 2:00 pm

Name & address of

Executive Engineer, M.L
Division, Ranchi, Room No. 302,

| Procurement officer
Helpline number of e-
| Procurement cell

office Inviting tender AbhiyantranBhawan,
KutcheryChowak, Ranchi
= Contact no. of e- 9431190681

0651-3512781/Email 1D-
eemidran-cemr-jhriainic.in

Note :-(1) Only e-Tenders will be accepted.
{2) Published Estimated Cost may be Increase or Decrease
Further details can be seen on website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Executive Engineer,
Mimor Trrigation Division, Ranchi.

PR.NO.319741 Minor Irrigation(23-24):D
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Frdwee Ueror fsn- vita @@=
Aryabhatta Research Institute of
Observational Sciences

D&y

(An Autonomous Institute under DST, Govt. of India)  e-PROCUREMENT - TENDER NOTIFICATION | | P/ Ia/RR/2024/918 TG RRIF:15/02/2024f | o oriment in published E-Works Tander
EE Bid document TS 5 Notice Mo 0O8-TMC-DGS-BRM-23-24
CORRIGENDUM I'fn TEE’:; Name of Work [F:::ﬂ:g] downioad STEl O HAUT & Dated 16,02 2024
i i i e e Following correction’amendment s
Extension of last date for syhm155|un of application to EP o028 103/ | 5,04 Fof BON700MM tia BF\'s and 600mm dia Non | . 184.85 s TR E] 2024-25 (R 7geg / go STk 9 TH | carried out in published E-Works Tender
the post of Director, ARIES CGM(E) (TC /T3] | Slam tyne nazzla check valvas (NRV) for 1300/1475/|  Lakhs 10 @ o 7o) % emaeae Implant Orthopedic TKR & THR 4 fan ST weifed &1 Notice No. 0&TMC- DGS-BRM-23-24
Nith relias : i OE EGTT el &M Div.3 (2023-24,| 1425 KW pumpsets 516 6K Phll & 11l PH's &t Kpur : . ‘ . L : dated 16.02 2024,
" th reference to :n J!:-?d 51 isement No.AQ/ DRI20 DEH;:-I (Volume| Iois 1e02.2034 | Npabyand Gionda, OBMDnX]. Sehebnanar Rs. 197.57 | 03.00 P 3T: o Fmian ot/ Sifedhd fashatelt | Weveig R ote / fAfaed ST i S §1 R ey fAfaa U | sy, Mo.1:- Published in E-tender Notice:
i) 1 GdlE uiin | ! I i s \ﬂc_r" i-\T;]iéﬁ(T\qk_f'E] q:,k_»i S| é' T Em'qm:“ﬁa@' T o T 1%|'T€IT alel . Fixi i =i
n M‘: s ‘q ::.L. o Dec TT Ii s hm?;: E nfi EE:'J"_Tﬂ: : Ir1 ';Dr i ﬁ;ﬁ The Tenderers are requestad 1o uplaad the information on the Zip format preferably, Futher dedails < T TSR e § T I 11.00 ST FeAT 5.00 T T ST A & Ejrﬂgffggefgfﬂxre:':gm;h ;:“EEEMS
0y &0 Inal e B35 08 SUDMESSIoN O appacation Ras Deen axianoad ran be seen on www.eprocurement.gov.in. 1. ﬁﬁa‘[mq&w‘ %, 1000/- (a'rq-{:ﬁ"gﬁwqg'f) FRM maching as per requirement,

iyl

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN
WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD
Qlo Chief General Manager (Engg), Transmiszien Cirche, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500004. T.5.

Dffice of the Executive Engineer PCM Dhalipur, Dehradun  invites

Substation to Different Locations of Lakhwar MPP.invited by

can be viewed on sub portal of water
Resources Department, Chhattisgarh
website http:/cgwrd.in Announcements

can be viewed on sub portal of water
Resources Department, Chhattisgarh
website http:/cgwrd.in Announcements

from Date 14/02/2024 from Date 16/02/2024

ATl other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.
Sd/-
Executivg Engineer
Water Management Dn., Rudri
Code No. 38
for Chief Engineer

of bank, bank accoun! number, IFSC code, |.D proof, mobila number alc.
along with proof of paymant.
Sdi-
Director of Resaarch

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

07907 Mahanadi Project, Raipur (C.G) Chief Engineer, CGRRDA. R behall of Cov f Chhattisaarh invites aid & quH T a8 Favag u1|.E|:|||
one boy Namely: Mohd. Arsan, S/o Mohd. package wise bids mg ﬂ:“mni :u_“dmn g :;::ET:J :L - Pn:. ] ;NM:;,:';T :Ht:ﬁ L ﬂ;ht,r':ﬁ';f.”::”.? %um T e A e o A e 1
Hasan, R/o: C-3/178, Sunder Nagri, Delhi BATCH-I1, Year 2023-24, sanctioned for different districts of the state as B.0.Q. from the i u:m"" I AT T AT
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE has b ina/kid d I, YO 2043-44, | ‘ district: ¢ state as per ) 0 T |
APFEARAHEE nF ACEUSEE PEHSDH a5 Deen missing/Ki nappe_ since eligible contractors / Firms registered with unified registration system ( e-registration) for the
"_:_. 14.02.2024 at 07:00 pm from his house works mentioned below. Date of release of Invitation for Bids through  e-procurement m qﬁm LRI
i - from the area of P.S. Nand Nagri, Delhi In )
Wh IE"ETP?E‘:;IDH Bzdg rt;: FT:|I . that d E this regard a case vide DDIFIE No. o7-a| |5 | NIT Werk Naave Amsust (K. In S Rt invited gffre-81. FHEH T8
ereas a complaint has been ma efore me that accuse i No | Neo/ Ne Lakhs) feuss wffw, o= W2
: ; Mohd. Arsan| dated 14.02.2024 has been regislered al of Call | 4
person namely Aamil o Allauddin Rio Foothpath Jamna Bazar, | |l P.S. Nand Nagri, Delhi, The description of the ! T PMJANMAN | ol Cost 3330034 Cakha | Percentage Rae of | |71 17T, (SUM0 WRHR T
Delhi, have committed (or is suspected to have committed) the | | missing/ kidnapped boy is as under; Age: 18 years, Height: §', a2 | :"H"‘LI i P ooy ot 0 o s e ; ﬂ"ﬁ"’;:r‘: e O SUEHH), THOHI0-90, ATEA
Face: Round, Complexion: Fair, Built: Medium, Wearing:| | ol | ST | Lakhs, Raigarh & Surguja o < TR, misraraTe-201002

offence under FIR No. 230/20 U/s 356/379/411/34 IPC., has been
registered at P.S. Kotwali, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warmant of amest there upon issued that the said, Aamil cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown o my satisfaction that the
said, Aamil has absconded (or is concealing herself to avoid the
service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Aamil of

General Public is hereby informed that

Blue colour Shirt, blue colour jeans and white colour shoes in his
feet. Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
the missing boy but no clue has come to light so far. Any person
having any information or clue about this missing boy kindly inform
to the foliowing.

Website: http/icbi.nic.in
E-mail Id - cic@cbl.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax No. 011-24368639

SHO
P.S. Nand Nagri, Delhi

ﬁwﬁrmm ugﬁ TR (ST.)

p to 10th March, 2024 and the last date for the submission of the applications Sdi- Chief General Manager (Engg), Transmission Circle, Khairatabad, Hyd-004. T.5. [ IR e o B o R Bt e o1 ST o R i o smemciogt I reesct iy In Bstoerdor Motice:
':". ase apphying from far-flung areas shall be 25th March, 2024 ’ . e ' Schedube Pesiodic Overhauling (POH) of
L sd/- 3. Tferer < s i sifew fafe 15.3.24 3TUAE 1.00 T Tk DGS-365 & BRM(PBR)-400-8-25 Track
‘ - - 4. Tafaer @t s+ =t fafer 15.3.24 HeAT 4.00 &Y - Machine of NER,

No. AO/23-24/1532 Date - 20th Febraury, 2024  Registrar, ARIES UJVN Limited f f’"/ : Sr No.2:- Published in E-tender Notice:
. / H.0. “UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-246006 E‘_‘Eﬂf ;Jm'“z r';“ﬂ %'LMEZD%T;M'
1y Telephone: 0135-2763508, Fax: 0135-2763507 E q&T ITEdTeT 3Teftereh it kA o]
A &: Tender Motlce Mo, 083-TeC-POH-

. UJVN LIMITED Lifihi CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866 Toter faferaarera T=qR B, DGS-BRM-23-24.

J__;_\"/" H.0.: "UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-2480086, RO No. 263 Tender cancellation Dated : 2000212024 Mote: All other terms & conditions, as
¥ /7 Telephone.: 0135 - 2763508, 2763808 Fax- 0135 - 2763507 : i published vide E-Warks Tender Molice
it CIN No. BA0101UR20015GCO25868, Website: www.ujvnL.com Due to unavoidable circumsta nces,“ EendEr Motice MNo. No. 08-TMC-POH-DGS-BRM-23-24
Ref. No.: 268 Tender Noti Dthail -+ 200.02.5004 25/EE(ERM-II)/LPf2023-24 through ™e" procurement for dated 16.02.2024 will remain unchanged.

. Mo e-lender Notice v 20.EK. "Supplyf Construction of 11 KV feeders from Lakhwar MUTHOOT EINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE This notice 5 aleo available in ireps

online bids from interested parties. Brief summary of the tender is given Office of the Executive Engineer (E&M-II), LP, Dakpathar Regd, Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 2773022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 655001, CPRO/W-549 Gorakhpur
balow: . Dehradun is being cancelled CIN : U5929KL1997PLCO11518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427
E' T'E'n d'E'F Hﬂ"a?'IEE'IP': M'Inhahpur'r 2023_24 h | f . ' f i |:I i d 'F Motior is hereby green far tha |n‘ rm.'lllr.n of all concerned thad Gald amaments pledged with under r"|r'n1b.1nc'r branches of the company for the penod
Mame of work: Special Repair and Painting works P-1 Type Quarters of The detail of cancellation information. may ‘t'E obtained from upta 31,03,2023 & M5GL, SPL-16, One plus, Guide Prapald, Supar valisa, ADGL and all othar & months tenure Gok leans up ta 30,06, 2023 and M5GE, e gigeET TaEE,
Kulhal Power House Colony, Kulhal Dehradun the e-procurement portal - uktenders.gov.in SME Suvema & EMI dus up to 3112 2023 which wara averdue Tor redemplion snd which hava not baen redeaman 5o far inspita of repeated nokcas, m mq
Estimated value of Tender: Rs. 27,00,250.00 (excluding GST) Executive Engineer (E&EM-II) | | will be auciioned frem 29.02. 2024 from 10 am , A 08
Date & Time of ﬂ"l’ﬂilﬂtli"t]f of bid document on website: From 1500 T e — PATHA DISTRICT - DANAPUR-PATMNA: F1T87, F1282, F1lalk F152d, F1520, F2857, FI957, FA0SG. FE355, Fa320, Fadln, Fa6i1, Fad2d, Fadad, Feoda F5140, ﬂiaﬂa' Eﬁi m tﬂa' Iar’lilll
Hrs of 21.02.2024 FEEas, F5333, FRITE, FS380, FRA04, FE400 FS4E3, FREGA, FA512, FRiah, FEEAY, FA630, FOG4D, FAEE1, FAG00, FOES, FSa93, FEESY, FST00 FAROS, FETI, FAT3S, m} m AR T m
FE741, Fo742, FT59, FS778, FO7R1, FETES, ForE7, FETEZ, FoT96, P70, FSE800. F5518, F3833, F5E6E. FABAT, F585, P02, FRl4, FE17. FoR19, F5820. FRoE
Last Date & Time for submission of tender: Up 1o 1500 Hrs eG4, F5059, F50S5, FS063, FAGT0, FSSTS, FSA76, FEOTT, FSG79, F5001, FE064, Fe020, FA0Z3, FAN2d, FEII8, FROIE, FE0SS, FE02, Fade. Feoss, Feoss, Feoss, | | FORI0=02 / 43, e e e
13.03.2024 CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH HARYANA FEDSO, FH093, FEDSE, FE0S, FEI00, FE17, FE120, FE121, FE12S, FE135, FR137, FE139, FE145, FE146, FG157, FEISE, FE1T4, FEITE, FE177, FE181, FEIRE, FE131 m W W
For fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY. HISAR Fé195. FE196, FE199, FER0G. FB208, FEZ F6215, FR220, a1 FE242, FERMS FE250, FA25Z, FEESH. FA255, FE258, FEZT0, FA2BY, FESRE. FE287, FE29, FE2ES.
“http:/fuktenders.gov.in” Executive Engineer (PCM) : ' R, FEI0S, FEI0E, FEIOT, FBIT1, FE4TT, FEsd, FAOT. PATHMA CITY-BIHAR: F1003, FI099, F1124, FI4BT, F1532, F1592, F1818, F1824, F1875, F 1958, F 1o : 210 /E-Tender /54
- (Established by Parliament Act. No. 16 of 1970) FAST3. F1560. F2000. F2017. F2TEZ. FI7R4, F2706, F2011, F2914, F2035, F2057, F2080, F3128, FI20, F3230, F3233, F35, FI540, F3556, F3584, F3507. F3537 m 19.02.2024
“Avoid Wasteful use of ElECtriEi't}I'” NOTICE F3651, FIEBT, F3540, FI843, 300, F831, FIBA2, FAZ00. FA210, FA4218, FAZ24, FA24E, FASED FEITT, FASI0, FA345, F4357, 4365, FA3R0, FA381, Faai2, Fa447 EEM
. . : . Fa451, FaeaD, FABDE, F4515, FaB1E, FASE2 FAR2E, FARM, F4512 FARGE, F4561, FASGE, FAS08, FA5TS, FAEAT, FA591, FAGBEE, F4510, FA611, F4612, FAB22, P46 ; )
["GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT | T!'I-E.FIFHIDW!I'IQ posts adverlized earker are hersby waihdrawn. due 1o FAE51, FAGGD, FABEE, FAGT4, FABTE, F46TS, FARIN, FATDY, FAT1Z, FATIZ FATAS, FAT44, F4TSD. FATS1, FATSS, FATE3, F5H1T. F5120, FS138, F5166, FEIEZ 5150 Tl WEw e e (A, @ s
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER adminisirative reasons - FEGH. SAMASTIPUR DISTRICT - SAMASTIPUR: 432800014, 432800016, 432800085, 432800107, F1177, F1241, F1253, F1320, F158:, F1584, F1637, Fieas Feoes, | [H DEVELOPMENT WORKS AT
MAHANADI PROJECT RAIPUR (CHHATTISGARH) | sr. | Advt Mame of Post Mo. of Post F2118, FRGE P22, F2402, F2849, FI000, Fadsy FIOFA, FUrs FaDAB, FA0G4, F3005 FA0IT, FI402, FA135 101, P13 Fa130, Faa4s, F31585, Faisd, FR148 HAMUMAMN TEMFPLE, KACHHIYANI
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) No N Advertised F31ED, F3163, FI6S, F3168, FI1ER, F3175 FA184, FME5, FA100, F319, F3192, FI107, F3304, FAp08, F3311, FI222, Fa2s3, FAI96, Fassg, Fazaa, Fagar Faess | IKHERA, TILHAR, DISTT.
Portal: https://c(glwr(é.hﬁ;snnouncements * et l]1.f1‘312 e &= Fa244, F3247, Fa2d8, F3249, FI256, F3260, FI268, FI2TZ, FI265, FI206, F3207, FI302, FI305, F3300, FI311, FI312, FE314. FI317, FI319, F3320, FI326, Faszs, SHAHJAHAMPUE}U P.) &0 =IPTa 0
st Ca A a 332 FA340, FII52, FX3E2 FA36A, FIAT0 FI385, FI200, FI002 Fa397, FAa08, F3000, F3415, FA418, 1423, FA433, P37 FIa38, Fa440 Fase Fadds Fads | |1q970 &g B BEre 2rozo2o24 &
DRR NDUM NO 2 | 01/2012 Helper 01 F3451, F3453. F4S5. F3735 F412 FE25 SIWAM DISTRICT - SIWAN: F1455, FA468, FIR1, FI923 FIS3 FISS. F1951, FI952. FI975. F1999. F2000, F2012. | | 3198 14:00 dJ:T o g ['I'I I I b
In NIT (EOI) No.: 10/SAC/2023-24 Dated: 09.02.2024, G.No 3 + um13 M;li u1 Fa07, F2016, FR0a0, Fa0e1, Faidd, P46, F2050, Fa084, F2088, F2108 F2100, FE1T, F2019, F2120, F21E5 F2167, FR168, F2160, FX177, F2180, F2158, FEX07 o At & 1 T —r-:l ‘! -I'—,Z'l-F'—-T oo
_ No.: - - 09.02.2024, GNo.p 4 | & v L Py, Fizan, F2and, F23as, F2347, FEMa, F2I6T, FEAT0, F2366, FR260, FEN3, 2300, F2396. F2600, F240, F2403, F2a04, FRAOT F2811, Fa12, Fadis Fat1a | Deeoie 10 o ooy E |.-_|-, o7 02 3024 W
07750. "Geophysical Investigation of Masonry / Concrete Dam of Ravishankar EIFEE F2437 F2420, F2436 FRLdn. F2457 F2455 :
Sagar Dam (%az]lgrel DiStt-'Shamtari (C-G-)-{yThe following amendments are YA AR prﬂcgssmg fEE d HEd hﬁ" lhE f‘-'-'il'ld-'-ﬂﬂtﬂﬂ . msmnw ."'.?JIZIID\.'I wil ':;r: n:-:rfr:lu-\'_':c: nl-':-i:m:r.t: branches. Pleass nabe i the auchon does noi get compiebed an the same day due b any reasores, the same wil AE I FEA WER B e FEEHT
;  the y
given below. o the above advertisemeni will be refunded thl't:l‘l.lgi'l NEFT, on request be conducted on 19,02 2024 a1 10,040 am ot SAMASTIPUR: Muthoot EinCorp Lid,, Grounsd Floon, Door Mo 1, Ward Mo 18, &rya Samaj Road, Mear Shand !‘!’&Em e e httpi{flm‘]ﬂr__l% nic.in
—Earlier Published in E-procurement TPresent Amendment in E-procurement] (offline / online via emaill of the candidates at drccshau@gmail.com) Mandir. Samashpur Districl, Bhar - B48107, PATHA CITY-BIHAR: Muthoal FinCorp Lid. Ground Floor, Door Mo 1, Balabh Complax, Ashok Rajpssh f f;_l'_;lTﬁlT{ T =0 q—r G L
Website Website within two months with effect from the date of publishing in newspapers Road, Gujarbagh, Opp Paina City Courl, Paine, Binar - 800007. SWWAN: Mulhoot FinCorp Lid.. Upper Ground Fioor, Door No:1, Babuniya More, Regy | |5 —T15] |E"-|="r 27.02.2024 T AR
) ) ) i ) i L Magar, Besides Tanishg Shawroom, Swansiean Dislricl, Bibar - 841228, The bidders ame reguestad o producs Phala |d card, Pan Cand. The successiul 15:00 W@ A TRERE el=ETdhn,
Further details tegarding the project, Further details regarding the project, to the Director of Research, CCS HAU, Hisar mentioning therein name Inilchi whemsld earalint B roorey Bhiough RTES, Muthoot FinCorp Ltd. | |offe—a0 iouss #n two, Some wa

[Chhattisgarh Rural Roads Development Agency

VIKASH BHAVAN, CIVIL LINES, RAIPUR (C.G.)

-Frocurement iender Notice

20/02/2024

NIT No. 949 /TC-T/CGRRDAS2024 Dated

BATCH-l, Y
2027- '*-I o Maint. Cost 14537.05 lakhd ) i

Avallabllity of md Documents and mn-dt of submission: The bid document |s

available online and should be submitted online in httpsi.//eproc.cRstate.gov.in. The bidder
For submission of the

the bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the

would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost

authorized Certifying Authorities.

Detailed NIT @ and other detmils can b viewsed on our

corrigendum would be seen in the notice section of this website

CE, CGREDA Raipur

website
hmu .'"'m CEslale poy, uj Fromi 21.02.2024 I"l'l'rm 530 PM & onwerds. In future any related

bids,

I NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

arflgendum/Maodification in E-Works
Tender Notice Mo, JE-TMC-POH-DGS-
BRM-23-24 Dated 16.02,2024,

wizbsie hitpsfwawwireps. govin
Executive EngineerTMC

R (i) srErelgE H A w e
e = & g w0 2,000.00 +
GST(18%) ufafrae &g g

Fafiren & el R fgee R
F1 dAHFe  www.cdsupln.org T
ariEi i@ httpsiietenderup.
nicin 9 SUEE E| HAE E U9
(Carrigendum) hilps:/letender.up.
picin T # ¥OE (A WET ST

Fifdrr s o 374,/ Vividhe12 / 97
fa=i® 10.02.2024
e =
I WRw @A e # sl
Consiruction of Police Upayukt Nagar
Trail Office at District Ghaziabad
HAAIA AT T 20.73 T (W0 THO
#10 wfie vd v gy wite) ¥y Hoyre
Howao # meifag St § 999 s #g
doiren T & e 2e.02.2024 B

i Chief Engineer : P
ST T N0 SR S DT N e B8 DFI2037/NE/2024 R O ST 0N, 150870733 Chhattisgarh Rural H:!:rllg Development Agency m1;?}$ Ezﬁﬁﬁﬁmmqﬂ
. ' I i ; altis i
P.5: Kotwali, Delhi is required to appear before this court to Civil Lines, Raipur (C.G.) P o gl
answer the said complaint on or before 21.03.2024. By Order WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY E-mail : pmgsyred@yahoo.co.in MO TN VAW AN @ e-procure-
; -HQ/1402/Sales Policy/e-auc. Program/2023-24 Date: 16.02.2024 ment 3FFIEE hitps://etender.up.nic.in
M2 2 3 ; ’ : : : : T Tl
DP/A727 024 e Heﬁ:i::;ﬁ“giﬂﬂ:‘%;il E t f I f: gt Id th th of April i Bl et
: -auction program for sale of huge scrap material during the month of April, d-fafmr Rmim 28022004 W) wEPE
May & June- 2024 on "as is where is basis" to be held at Kota, Bhopal & : 4o
DELHI ELECTRICITY REGULATORY Jab};lpurisas nder-. P BANGALORE WATEH SUPPLY AND SEWEHAGE BOARD ;TJ;I':I] 'i:; wHiowes EoTHED, 31,
COMMISSION Auction — — — INVITATION FOR TENDERS (Only through KPP portal) Wt §-ffE W @ g w0
Viniyamak Bhawan, C-Block, Shivalik for CRWS/BPL WRS/KTT| JBP/Division BPL/Division KTT/Division 2.000.00 + GST (18%) =ffw #q
Ay 2 > . BWSSE invites tenders in Two Stage tender system from registerad Agencies for the following waorks. il
Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017 Contact] DYCMMT | Dy.CMM/ | SrOMM/ | SrOMM/ | SrOMW/ , St dobdebi ot vl Jists/ed Ag 3 |
Website: d . person | CRWS/ WRS/ JBP BPL KTT Office of the Chief Engineer (Design &QA) 9th Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G.Road, Bangalore-560 009.
=, GOHC . S O 1T BPL (0755-| KTT (07444  (0761- (0755- (0744- . Y S N et
Telefax: +91-11-26673608, +91-11-41080417 2747414) | 2467082)| 2623491) | 4001594) | 2467006) i"-} Name of Work il ol | e i mﬂﬂ'ﬂ"—m‘u_ ;
' EMD Amount https:/fetender.up.
PUBLIC NOTICE Date of| 10 04.2024| 12.04.2024] 15.04.2024 | 16.04.2024 | 18.04.2024 nicin T¥ WUNE ¥| WUW Wig T
DELHI ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION (GROUP NET axg;i?_n IFT Hﬂ'uBWSSBME{D&E&HAEEHNHEWE}E‘- Dated 19.02.2024 [Corrigendum}) m%iﬂm
METERING AND VIRTUAL NET METERING FOR RENEWABLE 2024 | 19.04.2024| 22.04.2024 23.04.2024 | 24.04.2024 | 25.04.2024 1. | Work of sinking of & % " dia new borewells with necessary accessaries at Various Rs.382.11 Lakhs nic.in ﬂ; ﬁﬁ fsy b g
ENERGY) (FIFTH AMENDMENT) GUIDELINES, 2024 | fio f Morth 7 [E luding 110 Village e WETE feEm
Date of OCABONS 07 INDTEN L0NE | EXCILIING lliages) Rs.6.77 Lakhs
In exercise of powers conferred under Section 181 read with Section 61(h), Section auction 08.05.20241 09.05.2024)  10.05.2024 | 13.05.2024 14.05.2024 wrd | it w5t waw & arh
86(1)(e) of the Electricity Act, 2003 (Act 36 of 2003), Regulation 14 of Delhi May- | ot 16.05 2004 17 05 2004 | 20.05 2004 | 2105 2024 IFT No.:BWSSB/CE(D&QA)ACETAIZ391/2023-24 Dated 19.02.2024 & & 9 99 EaEe W - W
e O e ((get Ve oring for Renewable Snerzy) gal - o o o 5 | Work of sinking of 6 2 * dia new borewells with necessary accessories at Various Rs.382.11 Lakhs | |SFee &¢I ¥ |
egulations, , uidelne [6) roup INE etering an 1rtua € v 3 .
Metering for Renewable Energy) Guidelines, 2019 and all other powers enabling it anéﬁoor: 07.06.2024( 10.06.2024) 11.06.2024 | 12.06.2024 13.06.2024 locations of East Zone l:E}mlLIdlng 10 "n."]"ﬂQE:E] Rs.6.77 Lakhs m qﬁﬁﬁ  CReL D
in this behalf, DERC has prepared the Draft DERC (Group Net Metering and June- i 23- ¥
Virtual Net Metering for Renewable Energy) (Fifth Amendment) Guidelines, 2024. 2024 | 14.06.2024| 18.06.2024| 19.06.2024 | 20.06.2024 21.06.2024 (R Hu.BHSEBFCI?{[{&EA}IAEEHNEEEﬂ 24 Dated 19“22“24 - Wﬁai, mﬁ yrE
2) The said Draft Guidelines are available on the website of the Commission Auction items: Scrap Rail & other P-Way Material, all scrap released tfrom 3 Work of sinking of 6 72 * dia new bnreweﬂ; wilh necessary accessories at Vanous Rs.302.11 Lakhs ﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁ ﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁr ks Ganicd m
http://derc.gov.in workshop Cast Iron, Condemned Rolling Stock, Non Ferrous and Non Metallic *| locations of South Zone (Excluding 110 Villages) Rs.6.77 Lakhs ool PR, (S0W0 WRER BT
3) The stakeholders are requested to forward their Suggestions/Comments on the Scrap, Turning & Boring, Used Qil, Paints Drum, Condemned Machinery 5
said Draft Guidelines to the Commission, latest by 05:00 PM on 06/03/2024. Plants, Condemned Veh_lcles, Condemned office equipment, MS/GI pipes, IFT HnBNEEEIEEIDEM}MEEHMHHE}EH-ﬂ Dated 19.02.2024 m Eﬂﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂ m
The Suggestions/ Comments may be forwarded to Secretary, DERC either by | | Foundry slagand other Miscellaneous scrap etc. - Work of sinking of 6 14 " dia new borewells with necessary accessories at Various Rs.382.11 Lakhs -2501002
i tp(;St 1osr :)hzr(;l;il:l email to secyderc@nic.in Dy. CMM’Sa'eseSt Central Railway/Jabalpur| | &.| |gcations of West Zone (Excluding 110 Villages) Rs.6.77 Lakhs ﬁﬁ'q'! TfrlﬂT w0: 373/ Vividh-12,/ 96
ated: 15.02. ' o s LRI SR e e O B s . To—
DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0347/23.24 Raiesh Dangi. Secretar For the above all the works the last date for submission of completed tender documents is on 29.02.2024 upto 18.02.2024
) &b i 16:00 Hrs. Technical Tender will be opened on 01.03.2024 at 16:00 Hrs. Sd/- s-Ffter gee
O/0 HARYANA INSTITUTE GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA Chief Engineer (Design & QA) | | ST v o frms o sie
J10 - EL X - g g EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, The details regarding the tender and participation in the e-procurement portal process can bﬂljl_:ltaine;d byloggingonto | | fmio wr s @ w0 14.96
OF CIVIL AV [\ | I[_}'\J PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION, ARVI hitps:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in. For further details contact the above signed office during vmrkgg;?:;s.d B m}mﬁ% q;;;[ q;:: #ﬂﬂ a9
) ICPITAT AN TAZS- GIER e
oy st o il Al v s e he g s o ol b o E-Tender Notice No.18/2023-24 Ak 3 s o g S SR @
ihe Interedtad candidiules ap per (he details glvein belo — — ~ -
s a 2 e E-mail :- arvi.ee@mahapwd.gov.in Tel. No 07157-223859 ﬁ?r[:; 28.022004 %T Ll
| e Mame ol Fosd a. ol Foad i A = ﬁﬁmm
™ e Online E-Tenders in C forms are invited by the Executive CellhaR—05946-264331 BRIDCUL 355 C | g_ﬁg NpNT?J::;L;IJ:gggsn;zg;g;? 11;5 #q 3—TAfaer uo= fawis mﬁ
E 1, | Greusd lnstrecior-cum-RT, {hpperator-swin- I i [ 218 Years Engineer, Public Works Division, Arvi | ﬁa _\ﬁ.qa P Ww o %ﬁé@ | fAiF 28002004 § TE0 9T U9l
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OVER THEHEDGE by MichaelFry & T LCewis

CROSSWORD 5293

DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
WALTER!/,., WALT/
ALLBY ,ik YOU'VE
YOURSELF ! BEEN DYNAMIL ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
77 i  WORKING RESISTANCE! Mars, planet of Youdo tend to be
=5 g T energy, is now a little over-
- lifting you out of a concerned with
& rather stale period appearances, but
- and recharging your batteries. during the next week or so
4 g It's your mind which is about you will begin to be
4 to benefit from all that surprisingly disinterested
1= celestial activation, and very in others’ attitudes and
g8 soon ideas will be flowing opinions. You will discover
"' thick and fast. Try them out that life can be so much
on friends to see they go. more relaxing.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Today’s dynamic Over the past few
alignments will not weeks you appear
go unnoticed. The to have veered
point, though, is between self-doubt
that any emotional hurricanes  on the one hand and a deep
are likely to completely pass belief in your own destiny on

TM NOT BAD. « EXUBERANT ! G0 oM, EXPLAINM TME you by, hitting friends, the other. Now you’ll have the
M ST . UM... THERE'S NOTHING SEMANTICS TO YOUR MOM colleagues and acquaintances chance to find stability in the
WRONG WITH S ool 1) insée:l:l]d. One vglord of cauti:oil., ]goml?lany of ;ensible people,
| 1 : 1 and that is to be very careful in ut that might mean
ACROSS DOWN li BEING EXUBERANT. | b "‘;55- SHE GOT your dealings with authority. considering options you'd
1Green open spaces? (5) 2 Light entertainment to repeat all }F 1 - : -i HER WIND BACK GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) always turned down.
8 Joins the embassy staff (8) over the place (8) 13 You appear to be SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
9 Attain some rare 3 T'Facteg 1)15mg former | even more Alot of troubled
achievement (5) coins s perceptive at the waters have passed
10 Relevant data (8) 4Rain on the way leads to = moment, partly under the bridge in
11 The boy turned to me for stress (6) _ = because of intense alignments the past. However, as
reward (5) 5 Those who have this shouldn’t ] emanating from emotional far as your worldly ambitions
12 Anton lost to a girl (3) feel hungry (5) F regions of your chart. Just see are concerned, the position is
16 A holy man grows old by 6 Yet it provides academic & g to it that any professional looking bright. Imminent
degrees (6) standing (5) k ; contacts are not knocked events at work follow on from
17 Confine one afteranotherwe 7 New l?;l)]ps putinto S 122 e e w2 off balarllc_e by impletumés good fortune as far back as ten
esiE service or impulsive people, or by years ago.
18 It’_E, o)n the cards it ma 12 Aserpent when quiet (3) your own impatience.
be sown (3) ’ 13 Pinchalittle whisky (3) MARVIN by Tom Armstrong CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
i . o . CANCER (June 22 - July 23) After alot of trials
23 Faithinabusiness 1 Asailorin the castis naturally a So much depends and tribulations, the
inat 00d mimic (8) | HOPE THIS TRIP TO ' 0 - '
combination(5) %5 et M | PON'T WANT TO on your ability to next six months
24 A partner placed inside D DG TG 22 INCI PAL THE PRINCIFAL DOESN'T NCIPA L MISS SNACK TIME! handle facts. You could be a relatively
is cutoff (8) journalist(8) TAKE TOO LONG! ; ; see, if you resort pleasant time for most of you.
25 Some projected 19 Propose at home to nurse (6) Pac - to the normal emotional As from now, you should start
amusements(5) 20 Couples from Paris (5) ! E_ stereotype, you can set to consolidate all your gains,
26 Encircled ally making a 21 An accident to make | out to charm the opposite however small and apparently
comeback? (8) light of (5) i sex, but you won't win insignificant. You should also
27 Any about to depart may 22 Checks foundation r respect. If you challenge other see to it that all outstanding
give hurt (5) garments (5) people’s image of you and emotional business is
i a surprise them, they may dealt with.
Solutions Crossword 5292 Across: 1 Chess match, 6 Comb, 10 Trace, 11 Editorial, 12 admire you.
Confetti, 13 Steep, 15 Aerobic, 17 Egoists, 19 Toddler, 21 Athlete, 22 Elgar, 24 Property, g AQUARIUS Qan 21-Feb19)
27 Hoi polloi, 28 Ticks, 29 Duet, 30 Vegetables Down: 1 City, 2 Enamoured, 3 Sheaf, 4 = LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) Stick up for yourself
Aseptic, 5 Cuisine, 7 Olive, 8 Billposter, 9 Forsooth, 14 Cattle shed, 16 Ballroom, 18 = The best planetary and don’t allow
Sceptical, 20 Repulse, 21 Aconite, 23 Guise, 25 Extra, 26 Uses E aspects now relate others’ lack of
o to financial faith or imagination
interests, but you to dim your vision of the
must stifle any tendency future. You have no reason
to leap ahead without to feel that just because

JOMBLEDWORDS

Difficulty Level 4s
Instructions
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
therespective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get fo)) every digitfrom1to9
theanswer for the given quip. N must appearin each of the
__istheimmediate___of human consciousness.-MaxPlanck (3,.,7) < nine vertical columns, in
n each of the nine horizontal
NTAEE AGINCT = rowsandin each of the
— ¢ nine boxes.
HE B BN S
(]
CXIOT ABELDG = | DifficultyLevel
) 1s =Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard;
5s=VeryHard;
DI XEN - 6s =Genius
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SOLUTION SUDOKU 5478

Generous gestures are fine if
you expect nothing in return,
otherwise direct your efforts
in other places.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
In so many ways you
set up difficulties for
yourself. It’s in your
nature to seek the
rocky road and to refuse offers
of assistance. If I were you,
though, I'd look around for
sources of support, mainly
from anyone who can help
you understand your
conflicting emotions.

considering the consequences.

partners don’t understand
you, you have to rein yourself
in. It’s time to plough your
own furrow, to do your

own thing.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

@

A major upheaval or
alteration in the
working pattern
of your life is
likely to take place now that
Mars is sweeping through
such an important area of
your chart. But in this, as in
all things, the cause is likely
to come from where you
least expect it.

SRS ttHAAT BT BATAA

U Ud Fa5dl UHASH, JHISE
2o uteiivatee sifd- sieumiea fafar Jasn

T. Reference Mo, :- RMG,-’E_D!EDEE-H

Date 19.02.2024

No. Name of Work

m Mandu Block Digtnct Ramearh under DUW & 5.
Devision Ramgarh

I Construction of Multipurpose Communiry Hall, Hesagara

2 | ZEurEe W fAfae wE @ fafe

Approxima |  Bid Cost of
be valoe of | Security Tender Time of
work (Hsin | (Rs. in Paper | Completion
Lakh) _ Lakh) {Rs)
[83.53504 | 3.6E000 | LOGOO.0D 12 Months
21.02.2024 T 050094 JTE 0%

i wity (3w amgs Rl o alvw Bl

Al 1 fATE F1 e vd FTeE @ 0 Online

3 | 26.02.2024 Y 05,00 T ATTE T
HRETE & FWE 120 9% 0310,
g | TRECS FARTE, & SE 120 03102023 T L M m— < —

HP STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS
FEDERATION LIMITED TOTU, SHIMLA - 171 011.
Mo SO01/P&I-SB21-XYIN] Dated:
“Short term tender notice™
E-tender is hereby invited for the purchase of E-tender is hereby invited for the
purchase of raw material of Cattlefeed i1.e. De-Oiled Rice Bran- 700 MT. on FOR
Basis for MPP Lalsinghi, Distt. Una, inclusive all taxes. The Bid document is
avallable online on 20,02 2024 upto 4:00PM and bid should be submitied in online
mode on website hptenders.gov.in. Bidder would be required to register in the
website winch free of cost

TV H 19.02.2024

For submission on bads, the bidder 15 requaired to have

digital certificate (DSC) ITrom of the authorized certifying

Avthormies

'-1_Lr_r1.|lllr-.: LTI

It the date of receipt of tender happens to be holiday then the tender will be

received/opened on next working day at the same time, The undersigned reserves
the right to reject any or all the tender offers withow assigning any reason. For
more detail you can see hitps://hptenders.gov.in website

Sds-

1274/ HP Managing Director,

5 | de-rel e wae @ ol og e

20,02.2024 FHY 02.00 & SINTE

6 |d@-e fas we @ we
B A 1 e s B e R 3 B 2 B s B = 0

THIE |

G e o e 2 M D e = e B T = Lt

50 S WS R T S
st U4 T GHES, T |

B | FEET aneiag oo T AT & elehiE 70
9 | ¥- WA= He 1 5o o W0

| 0651-24B0345

(e553-223183

e — ®ad § AT & W 6 A |
1. Ufmr (= vg anres &1 i 5 a9 9l B |

2. 7] R fEMeT SIREYS TN & U= 2146(5) fEATF 09.08.2020 T8 W UE w==sdl 960 siears 3140
& WHIE 2133 ) (&= 28.00 2020 § AfE0 wmEE @wp

3. YTHEE T AUATS #) A aral] Wi srrem wres v g ufd suere s i g o e | e g
gt afd aes o ara gv Pt aem e 4 s

dte — {9y e & B daarde - hetp://jharkhandtenders govin U9 ST AT WEHeT £ |

PR 319579 Drinking Water and Sanitation {23-24) D

Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Litd.
(CIN: U40108JH2013SGC001704)

Regd. Office: 2nd Floor, JUSNL (SLDC) Building Kusai Colony, Doranda, Ranchi - 834002 %
(E-mail:cetjusnl@gmail.com
REK Notice
RFFP No. 647/ PR/AJUSNL/2023-24

wruTera s
Yawe Ud waudl YHad, W

RFP in two parts i.e. Technical (Part-1) and Financial {Part — I} is invited from the reputed,
capable, experienced and financially sound consultancy firm for the following works:

Mame of Waork

Period of Contract

Appointment of Tax consultant for Jharkhand

24 Month. Further extendable up to (1] (one)years

Urja Sancharan Nigam Lid. (JUSKL)

Minimum average annual turnover during last
three year.

Rs. 01 Crore per annum

[Eamest Money
€-RFP fee (non-refundable)
Start Date & Time of Download Load the
Tender Documents

_ Rs. 5,000.00+18% GST= Rs. 5,900.00 online

_Rs. 60,000.00 Online mode

26.02.2024 at 11:00 AM

Date of Pre-bid meeting

(4,03.2024 at 12:30 PM

Start Date and time of upload of BID
End date and time of upload of BID
BID Opening date for technical part

26.02.2024 at 01:00 PM
18.03.2024 upto 04:00 PM
19.03.2022 at 04:00 PM

BID Opening date for price part

Will be communicated

Procurement Officer and address for
COmmunication

GENERAL MANAGER, (C&M) NWBF,

JUSNL, SLDC Building Kusai Colony
Doranda Ranchi — 834 001

1. e-RFP document and BOQ including terms & conditions, Scope of work can be downloaded
from website https://jharkhandienders.gov.in. Any details required in this regard can also be
had from the office of the undersigned (8987421011) during office hours.

The bids will be received through electronic tendering mode only.

Mo claim shall be entertained on account of disruption of internet services being used by
bidders. Bidders are advised to upload their bids well in advance to avoid last minute

k[

technical snag.
wite Td et # 3

firaaet =1 180034888T0(FE ) W o T
PR.NO.319757 Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Ltd(23-24):0
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Sal/-

General Manager, C&M (NWEBF)

SECTION 1
Superintending Engineer, 4th Circle, HP PWD Shimla HP
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

The Superiniending Engineer, 4th Circle, HPFFWD Shimka-3 on behall of Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the
Percentape Rate Bids, m electromic tenderng svstem, for construction of roads under Mational Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development for following work from the eligible and approved contractors registered with HPPWD and HP Jal
Shakt: Vibhag { Contractors of HP Jal Shakn Vibhag are eligible to participate for the works having amount put to tender
above Rs. 100 Lacs) Mon registered contractors may submit the bids, however successful bidder has to register
appropriate class with appropriate authority in HPPWD

1

Dvistrict RIIVF Name of the work Estimated Cosit Total Cost Perind of Hid
(Rs.) (Rs.) Completion| Security
'l:'unblruv:t'mn} Maintenance (Rs. lacs)

“himia XXX [Constroction and MT nr'_ E01.21,.155:- [ A D D45 | B 4103 206Y-| 18 months | .82

road from Galla 1o Thalot|
via Mala km. W00 io
3615 m District Shimlaj
(HP) and 5 year Routine)|
Maintenance i L.'ndf.'r:
NABARD RIDF-XXIX)

2. Cost of Bid Form: Rs. 5000/~ per package/job (non-refundable) only.

1. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and bid should be
submiticd online on website www hplenders.govan, The idder would be reguired fo register in the web-site which
i5 free of cost. For submissson of bids, the bidder is required 1o have valid Digital Signature Certificate {DSC) from
one of the authonzed Cerinfving Authonities (CA). Aspmng bidders who have not obtained the vser [1 and password
for parbicipating in c-tendermg m NABARD may obtmn the same from the website: www. hplenders.gov.in.

Digntal signature i= mandatory (o participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the valid digital signature

soed from authonred CAs can use the same n ths tender

* Mon-registered bidders may submit bads: however, the successiul bidders must get registered in appropriate class
with approprisie authonities before signing the contract.

4. Submission of Driginal Documents: il

5 Last Dated Time for receipt of hids through e-tendering: 04,03, 2024 upte 14000 hirs,

6. The site for the work 15 available.

Only online submission of bids is permitted, therefore: bids must be submitied omling on website

www hptenders.govin The technical qualification pant of the bids will be opened online at 1500 Hours on

04L.03. 2024 in the office of Supermiending Engineer, 4th Circle, HPPW.D., Shimla-3 7. by the authonzed officers,

If the office happens 10 be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified. the bids will be opened online on

the next working day at the same time.

%, The dder ix nol n,'ql.:qu_'d o q1||l1q_' hig rabe for routine montenamnce, The rales o e pq|i|_| fioor pouline iEnlEnanee

are indicated in the Ball of Quantitics and the bidder is required to accept the rates in the Bill of Quantities, Further,

the payment for routine maintenance 1o the contractor shall be regulated based on his performance of mantenance
actrvibics

Al the required materials like CementStecl/Bitumen/Explosive etc. shall be arranged
own level.

by Contractor ol his

0. The ds for the work shall remmn valid for acceptance for a period not less thian Seventy Fove (753 diys after the
-.1.;.|L|!r|ru; -.1.|=.: f:-l 1'|||.| "-I.II":I:I:I'IH-\-II'H

10, Bidders may bid for any one or more of the works mentioned in the Table above. To qualify for a package of

contracts made up of thas for which bads are ivited in the same NIT, the bidder must demonsirale having expenience
and resources sufficient 1o meet the aggregate of the qualifving criteria for the individual contracts

11. Orther detaiks can be scen in the badding documents. The Employer shall nod be held Liable for any delays due to

system fadlure bevond its control. Even though the system will attempt 1o notify the bidders of any bid updates, the

Emplover shall not be hable for any information not recerved by the bidder, It is the bidder s responsibility 10 venity

the websate for the lndest information related 1o te 1emder

Superintending Engineer,

dih Cirele, HP P,

Slidnilu=1

G152 HP E=madl; hp=shida nlein

=FTOCuUre O

V.

TSSPDCL intends to float tenders for procurement of (a) 3-phase 63 KVA Distributior]
Transformers with BIS Energy Efficiency Level-2 (Star-2) (b) 55 Sq.mm AAA Conductor(c
1Cx120 Sq.mm LT XLPE cable(d) Gl Stay Wire 7/2.5 mm (e) 11KV Polymer Pin Insulatorg
with GI Pins (f) 11KV Solid Core Insulators for HG Fuses. (g) Ribbon Cartridges and (n
Cash Counting cum Fake Note Detecting Machines on e-procurement platform.

For further details of each item above, please visit www.tssouthernpower.coni
www.tender.telangana.gov.in. Phone: 040-23431360, 1033, 1035, 1026

DIPR: R.O.No: 957-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2023-24

Sd/-
CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (P&MM

E-Open Tender
f1. Mame of Work with its location:

Chhapra  katchen—Ratihar~—~upgradation
with replacement of [arge span wire & stesl
anticreap wire 1o caxdmium copper wira,
02. Approx Cost of the works (Rs.):
Rs. 91,87.2571-, 03, Earnest Money to be
deposited (In Rs): Rs, 1,83 B00/-, 04, Date
& time for submission of e-tender and
opening of e<tender: Opening of e-tandars:
on 11.03.2024 at 12.00 Hrs. in the office of
the: Sr. Divi. Electrical Engineer (TRD), DRM
Office, E.C. Raitway, Sonpur, 05, Website
particulars and notice board location
where complete details of e-tender can
be sesen: WEBSESITE:
hitp:iwww.ireps.gowv.in NOTICE BOARD:
DREM Office Campus, E.C. Railway, Sanpur,
Sr. Divisional Electrical Enginear/TRD
East Central Railway/ Sonpur

PRI02348/SEE/ETRD/T/23-24/28

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
GANGA JAL PROJECT LINIT,

U.P.JAL NIGAM (URBAN)

Pratap Vihar, Ghaziabad
Email: pmgangajalgzb@yahoo.com

Letter Mo.: 163 /Nivida/ 18
Date: 19.02.2024

e-Tender Notice

U.P. lal Nigam (Urban), E-
tenders are invited on two bid system
for " Construction of Brick wall along
the Nala at 120 MLD WTP Campus,
Pratap Vihar, under 50 Cusec Ganga
Jal Water Supply Project, Ghaziabad."
are invited in two bid system on
Percentage Rate basis from eligible,
reputed and experienced bidder. E-
bid documents will be available on
U.P. Govt. e-procurement portal
https://etender.up.nic.in and
U.P.J.N. (Urban) website
www.jn.upsdc.gov.in for download
from dated 24.02.2024 from 15:00
Hrs. E-bids can be submitted till
11.03.2024 up to 15:00 Hrs. and
technical bid shall be opened on
12.03.2024 at 15:00 Hrs. in the
office of Executive Engineer, Gangajal
Project Unit. U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban),
Ghariabad in presence of contractor
or their authorized representative, E-
tender Cost is Rs. 5,000 + GST® 18%
for e-tender. Details are available on
U.P. Govt. e-procurement portal
http://etender.up.nic.in & U.PJN.
(U) wehsite www.jn.upsde. gov.in.

ELECTRICAL WORKS

E-Tender Notice No. Dy.CEE/
CON/RE/MNJPI0YNZ024; Dated: 15-02-
2024, Opan bendar theough a-tandénng
SyRIEm I8 invited from axpansnced and
reputesd contracter (s)Mrmis) having
valid elactnical contractor and
supervisor license for the following
work. Tendar No.: EL-C-RE-MJPF-
TENDER-23-24-02, Nama of work:
Spot repairing, overhauling, re-
conditianing, erection, lasting &
commiasioning of (01) no used 132/
27kY, 21 8/30.24 MVA Traction
Transformer (Maka- AREVA, Year of
Mfg - 2009) at Dalkhola TSS of Katihar
division along with provision of 11V
feader protection VCB for 11kV feader
af COM/REMew Jalpasguri office undar
Gr. 150 HE project. Tendar Valua:
TE54 60 DBE6.68; Earnast Monay:
1,28 200,00, Date and Time of
Submission af tender uplto 14:30 hrs
an 11-03-2024; Date and Time of
Opening of landar: 11-03-2024 al
15:30 hs. The complete information
and tender document of e-Tendear will
be avalable al www. lreps.gov.in

Dy. CEE/CON/RE/Maligacn
MNortheast Frontier Railway

[Construction Organisation)
"ﬁnr'-.lung Custamers with a smike™

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
GANGA JAL PROJECT UNIT,

U.PJAL NIGAM (URBAN)

Pratap Vihar, Ghaziabad
Email: pmgan gajalg,zh@yahnn.num

JUSHNL, Banchi

Letter Mo.: 162717/ Nivida
Date: 19.02.2024

e-Tender Notice

U.P. Jal Nigam {(Urban), E-
tenders are invited on two bid system
for "Construction of Guard Room,
Access to Nala, CC Inter Locking
work & other Building Related works
at 120 MLD Water Treatment Plant
Campus Pratap Vihar, Ghaziabad."
are invited in two bid system on
Percentage Rate basis from eligible,
reputed and experienced bidder. E-
bid documents will be available on
U.P. Govt. e-procurement portal
https://fetender.up.nic.in and
U.P.J.N. {(Urban) website
www.[n.upsdc.gov.in for download
from dated 26.02.2024 from 15:00
Hrs. E-bids can be submitted till
27.03.2024 up to 15:00 Hrs. and
technical bid shall be opened on
28.03.2024 at 15:00 Hrs. in the
office of Executive Engineer, Gangajal
Project Unit, U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban),
Ghaziabad in presence of contractor
or their authorized representative, E-
tender Cost is Rs. 5,000 + GST@ 18%
for e-tender. Details are available on
U.P. Govt. e-procurement portal
http:/ /etender.up.nic.in & U.P.LN.
{U) website www.jn.upsdc.gov.in.
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INTERVIEW: MANOJ TIWARY ON RANJI TROPHY

BRIEFLY

Kohli, Anushka
become parents of
naby boy

New Delhi: Virat Kohli on Tuesday an-
nounced that he and his actress wife
Anushka Sharma

were blessed 1
with a baby boy
on February 15.
Kohli and
Anushka are al-
ready proud par-
ents of a three-
year-old daughter Vamika. "With
abundant happiness and our hearts
full of love, we are pleased to inform
everyone that on 15th February, we
welcomed our baby boy Akaay &
Vamika's little brother into this
world!," Kohli informed in an insta-
gram post. "We seek your blessings
and good wishes in this beautiful
time in our lives. We request you to
kindly respect our privacy at this
time." Kohli had opted out of the on-
going Test series against England, cit-
ing personal reasons. PTI

4

Nagal, Ramanathan
in pre-quarterfinals

Pune: Top seeded Sumit Nagal and
wildcard Ramkumar Ramanathanon
Tuesday entered the pre-quarterfi-
nals of the ATP Challenger 100 inter-
national tournament after winning
their respective round of 32 matches
here on Tuesday. Nagal defeated
Chinese Taipei's Yu Hsiou Hsu 7(6)-
6, 6-4 at the centre court at the
Mhalunge Balewadi Tennis Stadium.
Ramanathan scored a 7-6(5) 7-6(5)
win over 160th ranked Stefano
Napolitano, who won the Bengaluru
Open last week. PTI

Hodgson, 76, leaves
Crystal Palace

London: Roy Hodgson, the oldest ever
manager in the English Premier
League at age 76, left Crystal Palace on
Monday just days after falling ill dur-
ing a training session amid wide-
spread reports he was about to be re-
placed. The former England coach
said he made the decision to step
aside so Palace could bring forward its
plans to appoint a new manager.
Hours later, the club hired Austrian
coach Oliver Glasner as Hodgson's re-
placement on a deal until the end of
the 2025-26 season. Glasner led
Eintracht Frankfurt to the Europa
League title in 2022. AP

Gulveer pays price for
lane infringement

Tehran: India's Gulveer Singh lost his
men's 3000m gold medal in the Asian
Indoor Athletics Championships here
after he was disqualified for 'lane in-
fringement'. Gulveer had clocked 8
minutes 07.48 seconds to finish on top
of the podium in the 3000m final, a
non Olympic athletics event, late on
Monday. He was later disqualified for
lane infringement and a late night 'ap-
peal’ by the Athletics Federation of
India (AFI) was also rejected. PTI

Sabalenkalosesin
Rd 2 to Vekic

Dubai: Aryna Sabalenka lost her first
match since successfully defending
her Australian Open title when she
was overhauled by an old foe at the
Dubai Championships on Tuesday.
The No. 2-ranked Sabalenka blew a
set and 2-0 lead as Donna Vekic of
Croatiarallied towin 6-7 (5),6-3,6-0
in the second round. They go back
eight years, and Vekic dominated the
early matchups. PTI

‘Some umpires nurse hangover ..
one said he prefers whisky on rocks’

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 20

MANOJ TIWARY, a pillar of Bengal cricket and
with over 10,000 First-class runs under his
belt, retired last week. A week before he
hung up his boots, Tiwary posted on X that
there were 'so many things wrong' in Ranji
Trophy cricket, the country's premier domes-
tic tournament. "It is losing its charm and im-
portance. Absolutely frustrated.” Tiwary, a
Trinamool Congress politician and the Bengal
sports minister, spoke to The Indian Express
about why he ranted; from hungover um-
pires to to IPL-contracted players not ready to
grind it out in domestic cricket. Excerpts.

You had recently posted on X that Ranji
Trophy should be 'scrapped off from the
calendar' Why?

It is based on what [ witnessed while
playing. The significance and charm of Ranji
Trophy has diminished because the IPL auc-
tion happens before the tournament. Once
a player gets an IPL contract, they don't have
the drive to play Ranji Trophy. There is also
the fear that an injury during a Ranji Trophy
game, could affect the IPL contract. I think
domestic cricket needs 'servicing' now.

Do you think those with IPL contracts
don't take Ranji Trophy seriously enough?
Players don't play with seriousness after
that (getting an IPL contract). When we
started playing domestic cricket, we were
told to play with seriousness, be determined
and aim to be a match-winner. I don't see
that hunger in domestic cricket anymore.
Players picked for IPL, they come and play
only one way. 'm not saying it's bad but it's
similar style. Ranji Trophy is the tournament,
which can produce cricketers who are ready
for Test cricket. IPL can teach a player about
'intent’ but carelessness also creeps in as
players are trying to score off everyball.

You also spoke about scheduling issues.

India A matches should not be scheduled
at the same time as Ranji Trophy games.
Time and effort goes into preparing a team
for a Ranji Trophy season. And then three to
four players from that team are called up for
India A duty. In our team (Bengal), the top
two players were representing India A and
one was on India duty.

What about matches held in winter in
North India?

In North Zone and East Zone there is fog
and playing matches at that time has re-
sulted in draws and teams having to split

Manoj Tiwary batting during his last First-class game against Bihar at Eden
Gardens. Tiwary played 148 FC matches and scored 10195 runs. P11

Many times | have seen umpires
walking out to the middle while still
nursing a hangover. The umpires
have looked sleepy. How can he
function properlyinsucha
situation?. | asked, ‘Sir kya liye tha
kal raat mein? (Sir, what did you
drink last night?). The reply was: |
prefer whisky on the rocks.”

points. It affects a team's position on the
points table. An example was our game
against Uttar Pradesh. There was no play for
two days because of bad weather. Same thing
happened during the game against
Chhattisgarh. We lost out on points.

What about the facilities at venues?

In Kerala, we played at Xavier's college
ground (in Thumba). The college dressing
rooms were very small and close to each
other. There was no privacy for both the
teams. If we spoke or planned anything, the
opposition team could hear us. Ranji Trophy
games should be played at venues where
there are basic facilities.

You had said on X that you were frustrated.
What are your other concerns?

Umpiring for me is the main concern. The
standard of umpiring is poor in domestic
cricket. The BCCI should think about how they
can improve umpiring. I have been witness-
ing this for a number of years. There are big
mistakes but there are some childish ones too.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WORLD CUP WINNER DIES

World Cup winner Andreas Brehme, whose late
penalty in the 1990 final against Argentina in Italy
handed Germany their third world title, has died at
the age of 63, his family said. REUTERS

Canyou elaborate?

In one game, the umpire was referring
no-ball decisions to the third umpire after
each delivery. I asked, “Sir, why are you re-
ferring no ball calls to the umpire. He replied,
'how can I see the popping crease of the
bowler? If  watch where the bowler's foot
lands then, Iwill not be able to see what hap-
pens to the ball'." At times umpires can't hear
a batsman nicking the ball, but everyone at
the ground has heard it.

Do you plan to make recommendations to
the BCCI?

[ will definitely do it. If a player has to go
through dope tests, it should be extended to
domestic umpires. Many times I have seen
umpires walking out to the middle while still
nursing a hangover. How can he function
properly in such a situation?. [asked, “Sir
kya liye tha kal raat mein? (Sir, what did you
drink last night?). The reply was: “I prefer
whisky on the rocks.” BCCI should get the
hearing and eyesight of every umpire
checked before the start of each season.

There has been a trend of some players
skipping red-ball domestic cricket

Yes, it’s there. I feel players shouldn’t be
blamed. If a young player is getting Rs 5
crores from the IPL, it goes to their head. Why
would a player toil hard in red-ball cricket for
a small amount of money when he can earn
in millions by playing two months in the IPL.
It (referring to Ishan Kishan) is the first time
I have seen a player informing an Indian team
during a series that he has mental fatigue and
takes a break and then is reportedly seen par-
tying. He knows that someone at the top will
help in the future and everything will be fine.

Are you happy with the pitches being pre-
pared for domestic cricket?

The neutral curator concept should be
done away with. A neutral curator takes over
the preparation of the pitch some 5-6 days be-
fore each game. They have to ensure that the
home team does not get an advantage. Butin
one game, the ball began to turn from the first
few overs. The game lasted just four sessions.

Any regrets looking back on your career?
[ feel sad that I wasn't able to play Test
cricket. One day I would like to ask Mahi bhai
(MS Dhoni) why I was dropped from the
playing XI in 2011 after scoring a century
(versus West Indies inan ODI)? [ had the po-
tential to be a hero just like Rohit Sharma,
Virat Kohli. Today, when I see many people
getting more opportunities, I feel sad. Overall
ithasbeen a greatride for me and cricket has
given me everything. So no complaints.

IPL from Mar 22;
to be played in
India in poll year

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 20

-THE 17TH edition of the Indian Premier

League s set to begin from March 22 and will
be played in its entirety in India amidst the
general elections, IPL chairman Arun
Dhumal said on Tuesday. “We are looking
for a March 22 date to start the IPL this sea-
son,” Dhumal told The Indian Express, fur-
thermore adding that the schedule of the
first 10 days will be announced initially,
while the roster for the remaining games
shall be announced once the dates for the
general elections are made official.

“We don’t want to be in a situation where
we announce the
full IPL schedule
and then the secu-
rity agency informs
us that they won't
be available to pro-
vide security for
the specific venue
games,” the IPL

chairman added. “We will
“Ittakes alotoflo- announce the
gistical challenges complete

to change the
venue at the last
moment, lot of ma-
chinery work be-

schedule once
wegetaclear
picture of which

hind the scenes, state willbe
andtheyneedtime holding elections
toconducteachIPL  on specific

game. So we dates.”

thought let’s wait

andannounceonly ARUN DHUMAL,
thefirstfewgames |PL chairman
scheduled. We will

announce the complete schedule once we
get a clear picture of which state will be hold-
ing elections on specific dates.”

The dates for the Lok Sabha polls are ex-
pected to be announced in early March.
When asked if there’s any chance that the
league might be staged elsewhere owing to
the elections, Dhumal made it clear that “it
won't happen overseas. That is why we are
waiting for Lok Sabha election dates, so that
we can plan the venues accordingly.”

It's not the first time the league has been
staged at the same time as the general elec-
tions. Backin 2009, the second season of the
[PL was moved to South Africa while in 2014,
the first 20 matches of the season were
played in the UAE and the rest in India.

In 2019, while the league was staged at
the same time as the Lok Sabha polls, all the
games were staged in the country.

With the T20 World Cup to begin start-
ing June 1, itis expected that the IPL will con-
clude in the last week of May.

As has been the norm of the last few sea-
sons, the opening fixture will be between the
two finalists of the last season — Chennai
Super Kings and Gujarat Titans.

Bumrah’s absence forces India back to the drawing board

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI, FEBRUARY 20

AS TEAM India landed in Ranchi, a familiar
face that has been tormenting England was
missing. As previously reported by The Indian
Express, the hosts will take the field in the
fourth Test without star pacer Jasprit
Bumrah, with the selectors and team man-
agement giving him a break to manage his
workload. The BCCI in a release on Tuesday
night stated that Bumrah had been released
from the squad ‘keeping in mind the dura-
tion of the series and the amount of cricket he
has played in recent times’.

With Bumrah out of the Test, India’s
think-tank is in a huddle about his replace-
ment in the XI.

During the previous selection committee
meeting, the selectors had informed the team
management about the need to rest Bumrah
keeping the road ahead in mind. Although
the paceris understood to have been keen on
playing all five Tests, The Indian Express un-

derstands that with the IPL, T20 World Cup
and other marquee assignments coming up,
the team management and selectors advised
him to sit out the Ranchi Test as he would be
needed in the final game in Dharamsala.

In the three Tests so far, more than the
spinners, itis Bumrah who has had England
inall sorts of trouble with his lethal reverse-
swing. Though the workload management
system hasn’t raised any red flags as yet,
given his history of back issues, it was in-
evitable that India would have to play a Test
without him. And now that India are enter-
ing the territory, the big question is who
comes in place of Bumrah.

Much of it would now depend on the
conditions that India encounter in Ranchi.
Having chosen to play on traditional slow
pitches that tend to start flat and deteriorate
as the Test progresses, for the first time in this
series India are contemplating whether to go
for a turner. If that is the case, India could
bring in Washington Sundar or Axar Patel in
place of Bumrah to strengthen the batting.
Ranchi, like the other venues in the series,

Though Jasprit Bumrah was keen to
play all Tests, the team management
and the selectors advised him to sit out
of Ranchi to manage workload. File

Rahul to miss
Ranchi Test

New Delhi: KL Rahul, who missed the
third Test because of a sore knee, will
not be available for the fourth match
starting in Ranchi from Friday. Devdutt
Padikkal, Rahul's Karnataka team-
mate, retains his place in the squad as
areplacement. “KL Rahul is ruled out
of the fourth Test. His participation in
the final Test match in Dharamsala is
subject to fitness,” the BCCl said in a
release. Rahul had missed the 2nd Test
match in Visakhapatnam due to a
quadricep injury. ENS

has black soil pitches. And it is understood
that so far, pitch preparation has gone the
same way as it did in Hyderabad, Vizag and
Rajkot. However, should India prefer a turner,
the groundstaff only has to do selective wa-

tering or stop it altogether.

For Ranchi, India have Mukesh Kumar
(who has rejoined the squad after being re-
leased ahead of the third Test) and uncapped
Akash Deep to choose from as Mohammed

Siraj’s partner.

Butin the lone Test he played in the series
at Vizag, on a flat deck, Mukesh struggled to
pose any sort of threat to the Bazballers.

With a 2-1 lead in the bag, India are wary
of notlosing the momentum, particularly be-
cause at Dharamsala - the venue for the fifth
Test — England would feel more at home be-
cause of the conditions. Akash Deep had a
good outing against England Lions. But ex-
posing a newcomer to Bazball could be risky,
which is why playing an extra spinner is be-
ing considered. Even at Vizag, where Siraj was
rested, India had initially planned to play
Washington, but eventually went with
Mukesh, who bowled 12 overs in the match.

Evenifitisn’'ta turner,India believe play-
ing another spinner would strengthen the
team as both Washington and Axar are bank-
able options with the bat. The reason India
are sceptical about playing on a rank turner
is their inexperienced batting unit. A clear
picture is expected when head coach Rahul
Dravid makes his first dash to the pitch on
Wednesday afternoon.

Like Klopp did in football, McCullum’s England play heavy metal cricket

SANDIPG
FEBRUARY 20

IN CRICKET, eleven different men could play
in eleven different ways and win a game in
eleven different manners, unbound by a
common playing theme, style or structure.

Football, though played by eleven men
and devouring massive real estate, contrar-
ily to cricket, is bound by structures, styles,
and philosophies. Thus, cricket has not had
the equivalent of Catenaccio, Total Football,
or Tiki Taka or Gegenpressing.

The closest a bunch of eleven cricketers
have conformed to a uniform way of playing
or embodying the same spirit as the othersin
the team, is Bazball, the radical code of
Brendon McCullum'’s England Test team.

In full flow, it’s thrilling to watch. Batsmen
attack from the first ball; bowlers bound out
off their blocks; fielders are often uniquely
stationed, no condition fazes them; no oppo-
sition daunts them. The aggression is relent-
less, similar to Jurgen Klopp’s Borussia
Dortmund gegenpressers, who pressed and
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probed the adversaries to submission. It was
heavy metal football, just as McCullum’s
England blast heavy metal cricket. Loud and
beautiful, bold and audacious. The Klopp-ball
press began with the forwards, just as Bazball
begins with the openers, and flows down
seamlessly. Each of those eleven men, though
deputed with different roles and operating in
different positions, is defined by the overrid-
ing duty to stick to their method and style.
Players are picked to cater to the system.
Ben Duckett was surprisingly recalled; the
inconsistent Zak Crawley was offered a new
lease of life, and he is in many ways their
pulse. Duckett is not your conventional
opener, just like Roberto Firmino was not a
conventional No 9. But that’s how it worked.
Klopp picked full-backs that offered at-
tacking vim rather than defensive sturdiness;
McCullum moved away from England’s tra-
ditional habit of preparing seaming tracks
for home Tests, even if it meant self-neuter-
ing the threat of arguably the greatest swing-
bowler of all time. In India, he unpacked a
band of green spinners. If England had a pack
of tearaways in the county, he would have

McCullum-coached England’s
aggression is similar to Borussia
Dortmund’s gegenpressers when
Klopp was manager of the club. File

picked them all to complement Mark Wood,
who is relishing his time under Ben Stokes
and Brendon McCullum.

To attack is the soul of Bazball, as it was
originally for Klopp-ball. In a way, it is as
much about emotion as it is about intensity
of purpose. Klopp’s Liverpool league and
Champions League winners were ultimate
mentality monsters; so are Stokes and Co.

Needless to say, they have been incredibly
successful. England have won 13 of the 19
Tests (until Rajkot) in the Bazball era. The five
defeats (one by a run, another by two wick-
ets) don’t vex them.

This is not a minor or a passing tweak, but
rather a whole new system that contradicts
some of the founding principles of the game.
Like the art of batting time, like the concept
of a draw. It is their anathema like it is for
modern-day football managers. Or like leav-
ing the first hour to the bowler, or starting off
with a seven-two field.

For a time, the cricket world seemed not
to know how to react. Bazballers baz-rolled
all and sundry. Australia, with their sheer
courage and single-mindedness of captain
Pat Cummins, managed to retain the Ashes,
but those that have watched the series would
vouch for the tentative nature of the defence.
England landed in India and have shaken
their convictions of dishing out a turner. It’s
hard to imagine a series where India have
looked wary, even if they have bounced back
from the defeat in the series opener.

How the future of Bazball pans out would

To attack is the soul of Bazball, as
it was originally for Klopp-ball.
In away, it is as much about
emotion as it is about intensity
of purpose.

be interesting. Football history teaches that
there are broadly four different possibilities.

M A) It could fade away, like Catennacio,
Total Football, and Tiki Taka, though some of
the elements are assimilated into a different
brand of football. From Total Football, tiki-taka
borrowed the high defensive line, the inter-
changing of positions, and the feeling that the
game could be controlled through possession.
Butits characteristics were far from total; pass,
rather than position, was the pulse of Tiki Taka.

M B) A counter-culture could arise when
possession football was antidoted by non-
possession football. That’s how Jose
Mourinho’s Inter Milan stopped Barcelona.
The Portuguese manager would tell his men
that the more possession they enjoyed, the

more mistakes they would commit.
“Whoever has the ball has fear,and whoever
does not have it is thereby stronger,” he
would advise them. An ultra-defensive team
would perhaps arise to shackle Bazballers.

M C) A synthesis is arrived upon at some
point, where teams pick some elements of
Bazball, blend them with their styles, and
adopt them for the next few years. History
instructs that extreme methods rarely stand
the test of time.

The fourth possibility is that Bazball itself
could evolve, adding more layers and tones
to its skin. Like pressing. Klopp’s latest
Liverpool reiteration does not press as vigor-
ously as the first avatar. There is more patient
build-up and broader passing patterns. Alot
of factors determine the evolution, like loss of
form, retirement, burnout, injuries, and most
importantly, a chain of defeats, which could
impact and dilute the concept.

But whatever the future of Bazball is, it
deserves an important place in the game’s
history. That eleven men, for the first time,
are bound and defined by a common thread
of philosophy and style.
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Mbappe to join
Real Madrid in
summer: Reports

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
FEBRUARY 20

Paris Saint Germain forward Kylian
Mbappe has finally agreed to join the 14-
time Champions League winners Real
Madrid by the end of the ongoing season,
according to a BBCreport.

With rumors of the much anticipated
signing swirling around over the past
month, the Frenchman intends to leave the
Ligue 1 club in June and has agreed on a
five-year deal with the Spanish giants,
which will see him earn 15m euros
(£12.8m) per season, plus a 150m euro
(£128m) signing-on bonus.

Mbappe has been linked with Real Madrid
for multiple seasons during his PSG stint,
which began in 2017-18 when he made the
move to the French capital from ASMonaco. A
deal that saw him become the most expensive
teenager in football history. In the 291 games
that have followed, Mbappe has scored 244
goals and 93 assists to his name for the Ligue 1
champions.

But at the end of the 2021/22 season, the
links for a move to Madrid were the strongest
and itwas believed that the French wingerwas
set todepart for the Los Blancos at the end of his
initial contract with the Parisians but ended
up signing a new two-year deal.

In Spain, the transfer — not yet made of-
ficial - is already considered a done deal
with the national sports daily displaying a
full page cover of Mbappe with the text, ‘Ya
esta firmado (It’s already signed)'.

It is also being suggested that if Luka
Modric, the veteran Croatian midfielder, leaves
Madrid at the end of the season, Mbappe will
be donning his number 10 jersey.

Kylian Mbappe would take the number
10 jersey if veteran midfielder Luka
Modric leaves Real Madrid. Reuters

India’s double act, now in a duel

Squad restrictions mean only one goalkeeper, either Sreejesh or Pathak, will play at the Paris Olympics

MIHIRVASAVDA
ROURKELO, FEBRUARY 20

PR SREEJESH has retirement plans. But he has
no reason to walk into the sunset just yet.

Krishan Pathak is eyeing succession. The
understudy, now an heir apparent, patiently
waiting for his time.

Together, they form the most formidable
goalkeeping pair India have had in more than
adecade. Alternating quarters, pushing limits
and outdoing each other. But when the time
comes, in July during the Paris Olympics, one
will have to make way for the other.

Inevery other tournament, countries field
at least an 18-player squad that includes two
goalkeepers. But the squad restrictions at an
Olympics, where only 16 members canbe en-
tered, mean coaches are often forced to sacri-
fice a goalkeeper to accommodate an addi-
tional outfield player.

At the Tokyo Olympics, Sreejesh was the
No. 1 goalkeeper by a country mile,and Pathak
travelled as areserve. The former made a last-
minute save that ended India’s decades-long
medal drought. The latter was the only player
not to get a medal because he wasn't officially
inthe team.

In the three years since, Pathak has caught
up. Whetherit's enough to challenge the ever-
green Sreejesh, who yet again came up with
an age-defying performance against Spain on
Monday, is a question coach Craig Fulton will
have to find an answer to.

Fulton has set a few selection parameters.
“Current form, penalty corner defence, shoot-
outs and managing his
defence in terms of
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At the Tokyo Olympics, PR Sreejesh (right) was the No. 1 goalkeeper and Krishan Pathak travelled as a reserve. Hockey India

quently flies down to India to train the goal-
keepers, had once said that
Pathak’s biggest asset is that

how he organises,” he
says. “That, fromalead-
ership point of view is
very important.”

This puts Sreejesh,
35, and Pathak, 26,ina
terrific duel, which can

In other tournaments,
countries field atleast an
18-player squad that
includes two goalkeepers.
But at an Olympics, where the top corner, which I would

opponents think he can be
beaten easily because he is
smaller. But what he doesn’t
have in height, he compen-
sates with power and agility.
“Evenballs thatare going to

only be good news for only 16 members can be feel would be tough for him, he
the team. made them look so easy,” Van

Sreejesh had toun- entered, mean coaches de Pol says. “This wasn’t the
learn and relearn the  sacrifice a goalkeeper. case three-and-a-half years

artof goalkeeping mid-

career, which enabled

him to not just survive the big churn in Indian
hockey but also emerge as one of the finest the
country has ever produced.

His big frame allows him to easily cover all
corners of the goal and requires less power. In
shoot-outs, he isamong the best in the world
and is an on-field coach, always ensuring the
players play within the structure.

Dennis van de Pol, the Dutchman who fre-

Indian women rally from
0-2 down to beat Spain

ANILDIAS
FEBRUARY 20

THE INDIAN women's team stood firm and
launched a spirited comeback after going
two matches down to beat Spain 3-2 in
their final group-stage clash of the World
Team Table Tennis Championships in Busan
on Tuesday.

With the narrow win, India finished sec-
ond in their group with three wins from
four matches, and made it to the knockouts,
but they have been handed a challenging
draw that could thwart their quest to qual-
ify for the Olympics as a team.

India have to reach the quarterfinal of
this tournament to earn a direct qualifica-
tion for the Paris Games. In the Round of 32,
they face a strong Italy team who finished
third in their group. They may go into that
game as favourites, but the winner of the
tie will meet a very strong Chinese Taipei
side in the pre-quarterfinal.

Ayhika leads fightback

It was Sreeja Akula who played India’s
opening match against Spain’s World No.
63 Maria Xiao and the national champion
was unable to counter Xiao’s aggressive
play. Sreeja, who reached a career-high
ranking of World No. 49 only earlier this
month, did manage to win the second
game courtesy of some powerful forehand
winners, but Xiao responded with even
more aggression to take the tie 3-1 (11-9,
9-11,13-11,11-4).

Spain then went 2-0 up with World No.
120 Sofia-Xuan Zhang stunning India’s top-
ranked player Manika Batra in five games.
Manika, who's trying to be more aggressive
with her forehand, did well against the
quick 24-year-old but just wasn’t able to
finish off crucial points, losing 3-2 (13-11,6-
11,8-11,11-9,11-7)

The third rubber was a do-or-die situa-
tion, but luckily for India, it was Ayhika
Mukherjee, who beat China’s World No. 1
Sun Yingsha in the first match of the tour-
nament, up against the slightly inexperi-
enced Elvira Rad. The Spaniard didn’t make
it easy, stretching Ayhika to five games be-
fore the Asian Games bronze medallist
reached into her well of experience to close
out the final game and drag India back into
the tie.

It was then time for a Manika special.
India’s ‘Golden Girl’ seemed unperturbed

After losing her first match against
Spain, Manika Batra played a
sensational second match to draw
India level in the tie. File

by her earlier loss, and played arguably her
best match of the tournament to thrash
Xiao 3-0. She seemed to find her forehand
smashes that were missing in the earlier
match, and that will bode well for India in
the knockouts.

Sreeja, who only last month won her
first WTT title at the Feeder event in Corpus
Christi, finished off the remarkable come-
back for India, winning her match against
Zhang 3-1. It did seem that Zhang was suf-
fering from some sort of arm injury in the
fifth game, but Sreeja and India didn’t seem
to mind.

Chinese Taipei on their minds

The Indian team will undoubtedly be fo-
cused on the match against Italy early on
Wednesday, but they will also be gearing
up to face Chinese Taipei, should they reach
the pre-quarterfinals.

The Chinese Taipei side has Cheng I-
Ching, World No. 10, who only last month
won the women'’s singles title of the WTT
Goa Star Contender, beating India’s Sreeja
Akula in the quarterfinal. They also have
World No. 41 Szu-Yu Chen, who also re-
cently defeated Sreeja in Doha last month.

India will however take heart from the
fact that Manika has beaten Cheng in
straight games last year and, of course, they
are a superbly confident squad, especially
after this win over Spain and their wins
over the World No. 1 and World No. 2 in
their opening encounter.

”

ago.

Guiding hand

Sreejesh has had an outsized role in where
Pathakis today. The veteran of three Olympics
provided his junior colleague - and other goal-
keepers — with something he never got: proper
guidance. “After 2012 (Olympics), I relearnt my
basics. That was the toughest time for me,”
Sreejesh says. “How you stand, where you keep
your hands. In India, you keep your hand like

Long jump: Plan
to eliminate foul
jumps to be

trialled this year

REUTERS
FEBRUARY 20

APLAN to eliminate foul jumps from the long
jump event is to be trialled this year, World
Athletics CEO Jon Ridgeon said.

Ridgeon believes the discipline needs to get
rid of the large number of foul jumps recorded
to make it more appealing to the public.

"At the World Championshipsin Budapest
last summer; a third of all the jumps were no-
jumps, athletes stepping over the front of the
take-off board,"” Ridgeon said on the Anything
But Footy podcast.

"That doesn't work, that's a waste of time.
So we're testing, for example, a take-off zone
rather than a take-off board, so we measure
from where the athlete takes off to where they
land in the pit. That means every single jump
counts, it adds to the jeopardy of the competi-
tion, the drama of the competition.”

World Athletics also wants to ensure the
new rules would not cause delays. "We're
working out ways of how we can get instant
results so you don't have to wait 20 or 30 sec-
onds before the result pops up,” Ridgeon said.

The aimis to test out theidea with top ath-
letes this year, and Ridgeon said any global in-
troduction of the new rules may not happen
until 2026, if at all.

The proposed rule change, however, al-
ready has high-profile critics.

Carl Lewis won long jump gold at four
consecutive Olympic Games and his leap of
8.87 metres in 1991 is third on the world all-
time list. "You're supposed to wait until April
1st for April Fools jokes," the American on
social media platform X. "I guess it supports
what I've been saying, that the long is the
most difficult event in track and field. That
would just eliminate the most difficult skill
from the event.

"Just make the basket larger for free throws
because so many people miss them."

It (rule change) would just
eliminate the most difficult skill
from the event. Just make the
basket larger for free throws
because so many people miss
them..”

--CARLLEWIS
9-TIME OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALLIST
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this (palm open, chest high) or you just move
all the time. You (were) never (taught to) stay
calm. We never had former goalkeepers who
learnt modern techniques and imparted them
to us. They learnt 1+1 is 4 and taught us that.
Butno, 1+1is2.”

The archaic coaching methods hit Sreejesh
in the face especially when he learnt what was
happening in Europe, where because of a
proper league structure there used to be full-
blown research into goalkeeping methods as
well as the latest scoring techniques.

Sreejesh ensured the generation that fol-
lowed him would not have to endure the same
problems. During the 2016 Junior World Cup,
which Indiawonand when Pathak burst onto
the scene, he took a break from training and
joined the team as a goalkeeping coach - aca-
reer he is considering the day he decides to
hang his boots. From that batch, Pathak has
emerged as a worthy candidate to eventually
succeed his mentor. “Before I came into the
team, [ watched Sree bhai play.Ilearntalot by
just watching him. From there to joining the
senior team, then training alongside him and

now playing with him, it's been a big learning
phase,” Pathak says.

Pathak had to wait for his chance with the
national team, getting sparse opportunities as
Sreejesh became the reliable custodian of
India’s fortunes. But former coach Graham Reid,
who guided India to the Olympic podium, be-
gan giving both goalkeepers an equal opportu-
nity by playing them in alternate quarters.

"Thanks to Graham Reid for that.
Goalkeeping cannot be improved by sitting on
the sidelines. You need to stepin, feel the pres-
sure and experience it,” Sreejesh, who mostly
plays the second and fourth quarters, says.
Who goes when depends largely on which
goalkeeper will be needed in case of shoot-
outs, with the one playing the fourth quarter
staying on for the tie-breakers as well.

Training and playing together has ensured
a ‘healthy competition’, Pathak says. Gone are
the days of insecurity, Sreejesh laughs.
“Whatever we do, the team should win.When
he getsachance, I feel he should do well so that
the team does well. We have moved on from
the old mentality.”

8-year-old boy
of Indian origin
beats Polish
Grandmaster

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
FEBRUARY 20

ASHWATH KAUSHIK
(inpic),an eight year-old
Indian origin boy hailing
from Singapore,
stunned Polish chess
grandmaster  Jacek
Stopa at the Burgdorfer
Stadthaus Open on
Sunday. With this feat, he became the youngest
ever player to beat a grandmaster in the clas-
sical version of the game.

The previous record was held by Serbia’s
Leonid Ivanovic, whois also 8 years of age but
is several months older than Kaushik, beat 60-
year-old Bulgarian grandmaster Milko
Popchev at the Belgrade Open almost a week
ago. According to a Channel News Asia report,
Kaushik, who represented Singapore, defeated
Stopa, whoat 37 is nearly five times older than
him. “Ifelt proud of my game and how I played,
especially since I was worse at one point but
managed to come back from that,” Kaushik,
who is ranked world No. 37,338 on FIDE, said.

Kaushik ultimately finished the tourna-
ment in 12th place after losing against Harry
Grieve and he is set to gain 84 rating points on
the next list, as per Chess.com.

Kaushikwas bornin India but has beenliv-
ing in Singapore for the past 6 years. He first
came into the limelight when he won triple
gold in the Under-8 category of the Eastern
Asian Youth Championship in 2022 when he
was just 6.

Inthe same year, he also became the World
Under-8 Rapid Champion while he was two
years shy of the age limit.

According to Chess.com, the 8-year-old
spends up to seven hours a day on chess and
solves thousands of puzzles on his old chess
program. His father Kaushik Sriram also re-
vealed that his son has a photographic mem-
ory, saying, “He solves long complex puzzles
visually. He finished GM Jacob Aagaard’s en-
tire Grandmaster series recently without us-
ing aboard.”

Singaporean grandmaster and CEO of the
Singapore Chess Federation Kevin Goh lauded
Ashwath’s feat on ‘X, saying, “Dad is super sup-
portive, boy is dedicated, school allows flexi-
bility and of course he has natural talent.

“Remains to be seen how far he cango as
interests can change as the boy gets older.
Still, we are hopeful.” Goh also joked that as
he is only eight years old, Ashwath still
“needs a booster cushion to reach the other
side of the board”.
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