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30 held for Haldwani Talks Wlth farmers today, Centre going

violence, some people

with an open mind: Agrlculture Mmlster

PAKPOLL RESULTS OUT

Verdict split,
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HALDWANI, FEBRUARY T1

UTTARAKHAND POLICE Sunday
said 30 people were arrested, in-
cluding 25 in the last 24 hours,

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
& RAAKHIJAGGA
NEW DELHI, LUDHIANA, FEB 11

AS PUNJAB farmer unions, who

forcing the repeal of three
farm laws, are threaten-
ing areturn at a time
when political parties are
bracing for LS elections.

Police put up barriers to thwart the march, at Fatehabad near
the Haryana-Punjab border. ManojDhaka RELATED REPORT,P7

coalition govt

in connection with Thursday’s have called for a protest march One of the key demands . .
violence in Nainital district’s toDelhionTuesday,announced their = demands, Union Centre is always ready to talk is for alaw guaranteeing 133 maglc mal‘k; Of 101 ]ndependents ,
Haldwani city that left five peo- they would wait forwordonthe  Agriculture Minister Arjun withan “open mind”. MSP for all crops.

ple dead and dozens injured.
Country-made weapons and live
rounds were recovered from

those arrested, police said. areain Haldwani,Sunday.P  THE WORLD MODI IN THE UAE ON FEBRUARY 13-14 SAJJAD HUSSAIN BUSINESS AS USUAL
The state government has RELATED REPORT, P7 P o o f Ab h b . l . & MZULQERNAIN

asked the Centre for four addi- ISLAMABAD, LAHORE, FEB 11 By UNNY

rrumeToonato LM VISIt tor Abu Dhabi temple opening |

forces to be deployed in the However, curfew remainedin  TO PAY OR | WILL LET o o . THE THREE main political parties

district. place in the Banbhoolpuraarea, RUSSIA HAVE ITS WAY allgns W lth t()lerance Values. U AE enVOY in Pakistan on Sunday intensified
On Sunday morning, nor-  where theincident took place,and their efforts for the formation of

malcy returned to many partsof ~ several residents of the locality UP FOR FIGHT TO WIN ance and acceptance that guide  acoalition governmentafteritbe-

Haldwani as shops reopened and
internet services resumed.

Policemen on guard during
a curfew at Banbhoolpura

were seen packing up and leaving.
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Back with BJP, Nitish to take Bihar
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our bilateral ties”.
Prime Minister Modi’s
February 13-14 visit to the UAE

DESCRIBING PRIME Minister
Narendra Modi’s upcoming two-
day visit to the United Arab
Emirates for the inauguration of
the BAPS Hindu temple in Abu
Dhabi as a “special occasion”,
Abdulnasser Alshaali, UAE’s

will be his third in the last eight
months and the seventh since
2015. He will hold bilateral
meetings with President Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
and, according to the Ministry of
External Affairs, the two leaders

ABDULNASSER ALSHAALI,

Ambassador to India, has said it will discuss ways to further

most Imran’s; PMLN wins 75, PPP 54

came clear that the coup-prone
country faced a hung Parliament
after general elections.

The general elections were
held on Thursday, but the un-
usual delay in the announcement
of results vitiated the atmos-
phere as several parties cried foul
and some resorted to protests.

Former prime minister and
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
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NURSING COLLEGES with nei-
ther students nor teachers,
poorly equipped classrooms, and
in some cases, no toilets. These
are among issues flagged by the
CBIl in its report to the Madhya
Pradesh High Court, which had
ordered an investigation into al-
leged irregularities in the running
of nursing colleges in the state.
Ordering the probe on April
26,2023, the High Court had ob-
served that some of the colleges
were recognised ina “clandestine
manner”,and that this was “jeop-
ardising public health and life of
innumerable patients in hospi-
tals... at the hands of so-called
students of such colleges holding
certificate of qualified nurse”.
The CBI then prepared a list of
364 colleges affiliated with the
state-run Madhya Pradesh
Medical Science University, and
submitted acompliance reporton
25 colleges on April 28 last year.
After perusing the report, the
courtsaid itwas a “grave situation
thateven such colleges have been
given affiliation which do not con-
form to the requirement of rules”.
The report contained inves-
tigation details pertaining to 25
colleges, including 15 in Bhopal,
eightin Gwalior,and one eachin
Bhind and Vidisha districts.
As per Indian Nursing
Council standards, nursing col-
leges should have an area of at
least 23,000 sq ft,and according
to the Madhya Pradesh Nurses
Registration Council (MPNRC)
stipulations, it should be at least
17,000 sq ft. Of the colleges
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Verdict split, Nawaz leads push for coalition govt

(PML-N) supremo Nawaz Sharif
received the backing of the pow-
erful Pakistan Army chief General
Asim Munir on Saturday for his
call for a unity government to pull
Pakistan out of its current difficul-
ties.

The Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP)announced there-
sults of 264 out of 265 contested
seatsin the 266-member National
Assembly. The result of one con-
stituency was withheld by the ECP
due to complaints of fraud.
Election to one seat was post-
poned after the death of a candi-
date.

Independent candidates, a
vast majority of them backed by
jailed former prime minister
Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), won 101 seats in the
National Assembly. PTI candidates
contested as independents after
the Supreme Court and Election
Commission of Pakistan said they
could not use the party symbol, a
cricket bat.

They were followed by three-
time former Sharif's Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
with 75 seats, which technically is
the single largest party in
Parliament.

The Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP)of Bilawal Zardari Bhutto got
54 seats, and the Karachi-based
Muttahida Qaumi Movement
Pakistan (MQM-P) of Urdu-speak-

ing people who migrated from
India during Partition, got 17 seats.
Other smaller parties won the rest
of the 12 seats.

Toformagovernment,a party
must win 133 seats out of 265
contested seats in the National
Assembly. Overall, 169 seats are
needed to secure a simple major-
ity out of its total 336 seats, which
include the reserved slots for
women and minorities which will
be decided later.

Sharif's PML-N was leading
the push to form the coalition
government on the pattern of one
it set up after Khan, 71, was re-
moved as prime minister through
a no-confidence vote in April
2022. Sharif, 74, tasked his
younger brother and former PM
Shehbaz Sharif to hold talks on
the issue.

PML-N leaders on Sunday
held a meeting with MQM-Plead-
ers in Lahore. After an hour-long
meeting, they have reached a
“principle agreement” to work to-
gether in the upcoming govern-
ment,according toa statementre-
leased by Sharif's- party.

“We will work together in the
interest of the country and pub-
lic,” the statement said, adding
thatbasic points had been agreed
upon by the two parties.

Shehbaz on Saturday met sen-
ior PPPleaders Asif Ali Zardari and
his Bilawal on Friday night and

FINALTALLY

264 seats of the 266
which are decided

by direct voting in
366-member House

133 seats needed
to form govt

Ind*
101

PML-N
75

MQM-P
17

PPP

54 Othefs

*most backed by Imran Khan

discussed the future coalition.
Shehbaz told the party leaders
that former president and PPP
leader Asif Zardari has demanded
the prime minister's slot for PPP
Chairman Bilawal and major min-
isterial portfolios in exchange for
support for the PML-N to form the
government, sources said.

Party sources added that sofar
making a coalition with Zardari
was the first option the PML-N

o Talks with farmers today, Centre gomg with open mind

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Munda said, “One round
of talks has already been held. It
was a good discussion. The next
meeting will be held. Talks will
be held again. We will resolve it
through dialogue if there is any
issue.”

Munda, along with Union
Minister Piyush Goyal, and
Minister of State Nityanand Rai,
will hold the second round of
talks with the protesting farmers
in Chandigarh Monday.

“There may be differences be-
tween the government’s think-
ing and farmers’ demands but
we will sit and find a solution
with care and patience. We are
ready to talk with khule mann (an
open mind) to allay any misun-
derstanding,” Munda said.

“Kitna hum kar sakte hain, kitna
kisanon ke hit mein rahega, donon
ko milkar hi samadhan nikalna hai
(How much can we do, and what
will be in the interest of farmers,
a solution has to be found by sit-
ting together),” he said.

“We are always ready to talk
with an open mind,” he said.

One of the key demands of the

farmers is a legal guarantee of
minimum support price (MSP).

The Centre has announced
MSP for 22 mandated crops on
the basis of the recommenda-
tions of the Commission for
Agricultural Costs & Prices
(CACP).

On July 18, 2022, the Centre
had formed a committee to de-
liberate on several issues includ-
ing making the MSP more “effec-
tive and transparent”.

The committee was formed
in the wake of the November
2021 announcement by the
Prime Minister on his govern-
ment’s intention to withdraw
three farm laws — Farmers
Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act,
2020; Farmers (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act, 2020; and the
Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act, 2020 — fol-
lowing a protest by farm unions.
The unions were also demand-
ing a legal guarantee of MSP
based on the Swaminathan
Commission’s C2+50% Formula.
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The committee, headed by for-
mer Agriculture Secretary Sanjay
Agrawal, held six “main” meet-
ings and 31 sub-group meet-
ings/workshops. It is yet to sub-
mit its report.

On Sunday, Sarwan Singh
Pandher, coordinator of the Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha, said farmers af-
filiated to the KMM and Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (non-political) will
set out from different parts of
Punjab and gather at Fatehgarh
Sahib by Monday afternoon.

Any decision to march ahead,
he said, will be taken following
the outcome of the talks.
“Tractors in thousands will
march from Punjab’s different
parts and reach midway by
Monday afternoon itself...
Farmers will sleep overnight in
their tractors by the roadside and
will march towards Delhi as per
the outcome of the talks,”
Pandher said.

Pandher and Jagjit Singh
Dallewal have beeninvited to the
second round of talks with
Central ministers Monday at the
Mahatma Gandhi State Institute
of Public Administration
(MGSIPA), Chandigarh. Dallewal,
speaking to The Indian Express,
said, “A total of 26 people will go
to this meeting, 13 each from
SKM (non-political) and KMM.”

Targeting the Haryana gov-
ernment, Dallewal said, “The
Khattar government is instigat-
ing farmers by sealing the state’s
borders with Punjab... if any un-
toward incident happens, the
Haryana government will be re-
sponsible forit... On the one hand,
the Union government is coming
from Delhi to Chandigarh for
talks and, on the other hand,
Haryana is showing farmersin a
bad light.”

was exploring but didn't want to
give away the slot of prime min-
ister.

Sources claimed the meeting
decided that in case the negotia-
tions with the PPP failed, the PML-
Nwould make a coalition govern-
ment with MQM, JUI-F and other
smaller parties, including inde-
pendents. They further claimed
that in this scenario, the PML-N
would make Shehbaz Sharif the
prime minister and Maryam
Sharif the Chief Minister of
Punjab.

“Shehbaz Sharif is the
favourite for the PM office for be-
ing more close to the military es-
tablishment besides the PML-N
has more seats in the parliament
than the PPP,” sources said.

Meanwhile, Bilawal, the 35-
year-old former foreign minister
said no one could form govern-
ments in the Centre, Punjab or
Balochistan without his party's
support, and the PPP's door was
opentoevery political party for di-
alogue, as reconciliation was vital
for political stability.

Itisbelieved thatanewer ver-
sion of the Pakistan Democratic
Movement coalition, also called
as PDM government, under
Shehbaz Sharif was more likely
based on the experience of run-
ning the government after Khan
was removed. The new set-up is
being dubbed PDM-2.0.

Meanwhile, PTI leader Gohar
Khan also claimed that his party
would form the government but
analysts believe that it was not
possible.

Ahmed Bilal Mehboob of the
Pakistan Institute of Legislative
Development and Transparency
(PILDAT) said the PTIwas notina
position to form the government
without forming an alliance with
major political parties like the
PML-N or the PPP as it doesn't
have the required number for
claiming majority in the lower
house of Parliament.

Separately, the complete re-
sults of the three provincial as-
semblies of Punjab, Sindh and
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa have been
announced but the results of the
three constituencies of the
Balochistan assembly are still
pending.

In Punjab’s 296 contested
seats,independents got 138 seats,
closely followed by PML-N with
137 and other parties getting 21
seats.

In Sindh'’s total 130 contested
seats, results of 129 were an-
nounced while the ECP ordered a
re-pollinone constituency due to
corruption.

In Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, a to-
tal of 113 seats were up for grabs,
and results of 112 seats had been
announced and withheld the out-
come on one seat. PTI

¢ 30 held for Haldwani Vlolence

Violence had erupted on
Thursday after the administration
conducted adrive during whicha
mosque and a madrasa were de-
molished in Banbhoolpura.
District authorities said both
structures stood on Nazool land -
government land not officially
mentioned inrevenue records. As
stones were pelted, cars torched
and the local police station sur-
rounded by amob, Chief Minister
Pushkar Dhami had issued shoot
on sight orders.

Speaking to reporters on
Sunday, Nainital SSP Prahlad
Narayan Meena said, “In connec-
tionwith the three FIRs registered,
we havearrested 25 peopleinthe
last 24 hours. This includes 12
people for the attack on the police
station, six for setting ablaze vehi-
cles outside the police station,and
seven in connection with the FIR
registered on the complaint of
Nagar Nigam for violence during
the anti-encroachmentdrive.” He
said all those arrested were from
Haldwani and that the arrests
were made in Nainital district.

Abdul Malik, who police say is
the main accused in the violence,
is still at large. The mosque and
madrasa that were demolished
were on his land.

The five people arrested ear-
lier included Javed Siddiqui,
brother of Samajwadi Party leader
Matin Siddiqui. Of the 25 new ar-
rests, 24 were not named in the
FIRs. “We have also recovered
seven country-made weapons
and 54 live (rounds) from the pos-
session of these people... Also,
during the attack on the
Banbhoolpura police station,
these rioterslooted some govern-
ment ammunition. We have re-
covered some of theammunition
from these accused... Some more

ammunition looted from the po-
lice stationis to be recovered. Are-
volver from the police station is
also missing,” the SSP said.

Earlier, in a letter to the Union
Home secretary on Saturday,
Uttarakhand Chief Secretary
Radha Raturi requested four ad-
ditional companies of Central
paramilitary forces.

“Inview of the continuous dis-
ruption of law and order by anar-
chist elements during the demo-
lition of encroachment in Malik ka
Bagicha under Banbhoolpura po-
lice station area on February 8,
four additional companies of cen-
tral paramilitary force are required
for law and order duty in the dis-
trict,” the letter read.

The local police’s intensifying
efforts toround up those involved
in the violence led to a panic
among some residents of
Banbhoolpura. On Sunday morn-
ing, as state-run buses resumed
their services in Haldwani, several
Banbhoolpura residents were
seen leaving. Some said they
would stay with their relatives in
other parts of the district, while
others said they were going to
neighbouring Uttar Pradesh.

“There’s a sense of fear.
Yesterday (Saturday)evening, po-
licemen came to our houses be-
tween4 and 6 pm and took some
of the youngsters, saying they
were to be questioned,” a
Banbhoolpura resident, who
spoke on condition of anonymity;,
said.

In contrast with the rest of
Haldwani city,almost all mainin-
tersections in the Banbhoolpura
area have been barricaded, with
extra police deployment near the
houses of those who died during
the violence. Essential supplies
were allowed.

e UAE envoy on Modi visit for temple opening

deepen, expand and strengthen
the strategic partnership between
the countries and exchange views
on regional and international is-
sues of mutual interest.

Modi will also meet Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum who is the Vice
President, Prime Minister and
Defence Minister of the UAE. At his
invitation, the Prime Minister will
participate in the World
Government Summit 2024 in
Dubai as Guest of Honour and de-
liver a special keynote address at
the Summit.

Ambassador Alshaali, in an
email interview with The Indian
Express, said, “The UAE views
Prime Minister Modi’s upcoming
visit to inaugurate the BAPS Hindu
temple as a special occasion that
aligns with the values of tolerance
and acceptance that guide our bi-
lateral ties.”

“The visit holds symbolic im-
portance, showcasing the friend-
ship between the twonations,” he
says, adding that the UAE values
the cultural diversity represented
by the Indian diaspora, the largest
group in the UAE with a popula-
tion of 3.5 million.

Beyond the opening of the
BAPS Hindu temple, the UAE, he
said, hasa strong expectation that
the meeting between the two
leaders “will be positive and con-
structive”.

“Itis likely we will witness the
announcement of further coop-
eration in key areas of our bilat-
eral partnership.”

The two countries, according
to the MEA, are among each
other’s top trading partners witha
bilateral trade of about US$ 85 bil-
lionin2022-23.UAEisalsoamong
the top 4 investors in India in
terms of foreign direct invest-

ments in 2022-23.

On the increasing economic
collaboration between the two
countries, Alshaali said, “The UAE
prioritises its bilateral and diplo-
matic ties with India based upon
the two countries’ common polit-
ical,economic,and diplomaticin-
terests, desire to promote peace
and prosperity in the international
arena, and deep shared history.”

The Indian Cabinet recently
approved the Bilateral Investment
Treaty between the two countries.
“This treaty reflects the joint ef-
forts to transform the relationship
from a traditional import-export
dynamic to a strategic partner-
ship. The emphasis on defence,
energy, space,and IT sectors high-
lights the forward-looking nature
of our relationship,” the
Ambassador said.

“Itisdifficult toemphasise just
how important traderelations are
in driving the UAE-India bilateral
partnership forward. In recent
years, we have witnessed not only
quantitative, but also qualitative
growth across all aspects of our
economic relationship,” he said.

“The proof of this is borne out
by the fact that the UAE is India’s
fourth-largest investor, third-
largest trading partner, and the
second-largest export destina-
tion.”

“Of course, for the bilateral re-
lationship to reach its true poten-
tial, increasing aviation links will
play a vital role in enhancing in-
vestment and trade opportuni-
ties,” he said.

On the contribution of the di-
asporaand geopolitical consider-
ations to the strengthening of ties,
Alshaali said all these aspects play
acritical yet unique role indriving
whatisarobustbilateral relation-
ship.

“The UAE government and its
people acknowledge the im-
mense role Indian citizens have
played in our national develop-
ment since even before the very
formation of the UAE in 1971, he
said, adding “there is a personal
level of familiarity and under-
standing between our two soci-
eties that serves as the foundation
stone for our close government-
to-government ties”.

The two countries, he said, also
share an interest in supporting
peace and stability at both the re-
gional and international levels.

“Both countries are impacted
by the growing turbulence we are
witnessing across anumber of dif-
ferent contexts. Our commitment
toworking closely togetheris un-
flinching, and will only grow
stronger in the years ahead,” he
said.

On how the UAE views India’s
political stability, especially when
general elections are approaching,
Alshaali said India plays a signifi-
cantroleinglobal politics,andisa
critical partner to the UAE, as
demonstrated by the UAE
President’s visit to the Vibrant
Gujarat last month.

“The UAE values India's polit-
ical stability, which has been es-
sential to the fostering of strong
partnerships and collaboration
between our two countries,” he
said.

Bilateral relations between the
two countries have been elevated
to a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership. Both countries
signed a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) in February 2022 and a
Local Currency Settlement (LCS)
System in July 2023 to promote
the use of Indian rupee and AED
for cross-border transactions.

o Many nursmg colleges in MP had no students: CBI

inspected by the CBI in Bhopal,
only one qualified either of the
conditions. Eight of those colleges
were found to have been closed,
and three were found to have had
their licence revoked.

Of the list of closed colleges,
Krisha Devi College of Nursing lo-
cated at a rented premises of
3,020sq fthad been closed sinceit
did not have permission to oper-
ate in “academic session 2021-
22". However, “29 students were
admitted in the college who are
still studying in the college in sec-
ond year” and a principal and two
faculty members were found at
the spoteven though “nofacilities
were available”, the report said.

Jai Hind College, built over an
area of 15,000 sq ft, had five labs
and one library, which was only
1,375 sq ft in area as against the
prescribed areaof 2,300 sq ft. It did
not have regular staff or students,
toilet facilities, fire safety features,
or even a parent hospital.

Another such institute, 3M
College of Nursing, was located in-
side a residential area and had
been closed since 2020-21. It did
not have any students or staff, lab-
oratories, library or any equip-
ment, the CBIreport noted. It only
had two classrooms.

The 7,000 sq ft SMA Nursing
College, also located in a residen-
tial area, has not only been closed
down, but a school has come up
in its place. It has 11 classrooms
ranginginsize from 226 to450sq
ft. There were no labs, library, or
playground, and it had inadequate
toilet facilities. Similarly, JP
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AAVAS FINANCIERS LIMITED

_a {Formerly known as Au HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED) (CIM:L65922RIZO1L1IFPLCDIAZST)
Hegd & Corp. Office: 201-202, 2nd Floor, South End Square, Mansarovar Industrial Area, Jaipur. 302020

Demand Notice Under Section 13(2) of Securitisation Act of 2002

As the Loan Acoount Became MPA therefore The Authorised Officer {AC) Under secton 13 (2) Of Securitisation And Reconstruction of
Financial Assets &nd Enforcement of Sacurity Interest Act 2002 had issued 60 day demand notice to the Borrower as ghvenin the table
According tothe Motice if the Barrower does not depasit the Amount within 60 days, the amount will be recovered from Aucton of the
SECUrity as given below, As the demand Notice send to the borrower/guarantor has not been served, copy of demand notice has also
been affiked on the secured assets as given below, Therafore you the borrower i Informed 1o deposit the loan amount along with
future interest and recovery axpensos within 60 days, otherwise under the provisions of section 13 (4] and 14 of the said Act, the A0 is
freetotake possessionof the Security as given below

Date and Amount of Demand

Motice Under Sec. 13(2)

Mortgaged property

Description of

Date : 12.02.2024
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Rs. 1852994/ | KHURBURA MOHALLA DEHRADUMN 248001 Admeasuring
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Authorised Officer &avas Fimanciers Limited

following works:

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. DEM-BRC 113 TO 121 OF 2023-24; Sealed Tanders for and on behalf of The President of
India are invited by Divisional Railway Manager (WAIC), Western Raitway, Pratapnagar, Vadodara - 390 004 for the

RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

my passportand SE Approximate cost | Bid Security to be
Edu.Documents. Both the No. Tender No. & Name of the work of the work {In Rs.) | deposited {In Rs.)
above names related to me DRM BRC 119 of 2023-24. Provision of hand
-24. pumps and AMC for ane year
and the same person. 1 on existing Hard pumg under jurisdiction of Asstt, Div. Engineer, Nadiad. 7,04,516.82 14,100.00
0040712968-1 DRM BRC 120 of 2023-24. Vadodara Division:- Construction of Fencing
. . : ) 8,51,72,012.00 5,75,900.00
: under DEN N BRC Jurisdiction (Re-invited) R-1. '
SITUATION VACANT 5 | DRM BRC 121 of 2023-24. Vadodara Division:- Rebuilding of Bridges | 4 4z 75 97972 2 22 900.00
- under the jurisdiction of ADEN Anand

US based MNC offering WFH
opportunity looking for
ambitious training provided
people WhatsApp message
Name City Background on
9820925521 0050235976-5
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Bank of India ™

Eetut ronafip Sopena” BamEing
Head Offica: Domestc Subsidianes Management Divisian, Tt Floor, Star House, C-5, 'G° Block,
Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai-300051. E-mail Headaffice SOMEbarkafindia.cnin

Request for Proposal (RFP) for Empanelment of Investment Banker(s) /

Merchant Banker(s) for Advising and Managing the Process of
Disinvestment of Bank of India's Mon-core Assets | Strategic Investments.

Lasi Date for submission of Bids 01.03.2024 by 4:00 p.m.
Details available from 10.02.2024 on the Bank's corporate website
www.bankofindia.co.in under "Tender” Section,

Telangana State Medical Services & Infrastructure
Development Corporation, Director of Health Campus, |

Sultan Ea:ar. Hyﬂemhad - 95, Telangana State
b 4 { An |50 90012015 Cartified Organization)
1. Ten:lerHuhce No.3/2023/DIGITSMSIDC, Dt.09.02.2024
2. Tender Notice No. 5/2023/EQU/TSMSIDC, Dt.09.02.2024
3. Tender Nolice No. 1¢|'2ﬂ23|'MudIcimJHW.lT SMSIDC, DL 09.02.2024
4, Tender Notice N, 1572023 Surgical MW (TSMSIDC, Dt, 00,02 2024

Above mentioned tenders are invited through e-procurement platform (onfing) for
Procurement, supply of following under Rate condract for a period of Two Years:-

T.No.3:- Dsagnoshc Equpment and Kits & Reagents,

T.No.5:- Equipmenis

TH0.14:-Medicines,

THo.15:- Materialz & Supplies (Surgical) and Any other items related to Covid-19.
Managing Direclor, TSMSIDC reserves the right 1o cancel the tender at any time withaoul
assigning any reason. For complele details, please visit Web site: htkps:J/
tender.telangana.gov.in from12.2.2024 onwards. Sdi-
DEPA: Mo ; B26-PPACL-AGENCY/ADNT A 2023-24 Managlﬂg Director
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Dffice of the Custodian of Enemy Property for India

: werd e, 'l fan, fofarsht wdfEaa, waiie @i, @ feeeit-110001
st  First Floor, Exst Wing, Shivaji Stadium, Connaught Place, New Delhi-1o00

NOTICE FOR DISPOSAL OF 59 ENEMY PROPERTIES THROUGH E-AUCTION

The office of the Custodian of Enemy Property for India (CEP) = a Statutony Sutinarity
under tha provisions of the Enemy Propardy Acl 1868, The Head Office is al Dedhi wilh
Branch Officas at Mumibbai. Kolkata and Lucknow.

The Ofo CEPI is undartaking E-Auction of 5% Enemy Properiies localed in Amrcha.
Ayndhya, Bijnor, Sitapur, Sulftanpur, Muzaffarnagar, Budawn, Etah and Sonbhadra
Districts of Uitar Pradesh. Details of properies and olber condilions/datails ara
available on https:fenemyproperty.mha.gowv.in https:iwerw. mstcindia.co.in!
TenderEntry/Lot_Hem_Details_AuclD.aspx7ARID=420376

The detzils can be downloadediviewed fram above websiies | by
scanning QR Code. The E-Auction notceinspaction period is from
3104 2024 &ill 20.02.2024_ the E-Auction will take place on
102 20024 Trarm 11,00 Hres 10 16,00 Hres, All interesied persons ane
advisad to see Amendments/Changes in the Bid Document, if any,
wihbch will b2 uploaded on the website

Date and Time of E-Auction 21.02.2024 11:00 Hrs. to 16:00 Hrs.
Custodian of Enemy Property for India

Nursing College was also closed
and its premises taken over by a
bank.

At the colleges still running,
there was a dearth of basic infra-
structure, the CBI report states.
ICON College of Nursing, located
ina2,050sqftarea, had “notrans-
portation facility for students”, five
“poorly equipped” labs measur-
ing 100-300 sq ft, and “no class-
rooms”, according to the report.

“Three dysfunctional comput-
ers were found. Toilet facility was
insufficient and no playground
was found. There is one small
room in which both the principal
and vice-principal sit. No record
found for clinical experience of the
students,” the report stated.

Lake City College of Nursing
was classified as extremely defi-
cientas “nobuilding of the college
could be found, and hence no fa-
cilities/infrastructure are avail-
able”.

The investigation into the
nursing colleges in MP came after
two writ petitions were filed in
Gwalior and one in Jabalpur re-
garding the condition of these in-
stitutions. All three petitions are
currently being heard in Jabalpur.

Advocate Vishal Baghel, pres-
ident of the Law Students
Association, had filed a PIL before
the Jabalpur Bench of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court in January
2022, saying that 55 nursing col-
leges started in the year 2020-
2021 in tribal areas in Madhya
Pradesh were being run fraudu-
lently without essential infra-
structure. Following this, the court

ordered an investigation into al-
leged irregularities into all nurs-
ing colleges in the state.

According to the report, In
Gwalior, three nursing colleges
were closed after MPNRC did not
renew their permissions. The per-
mission given to the College of
Nursing Sciences and Research
was revoked due to the lack of a
parent hospital. The college, how-
ever, still has a staff of three fac-
ulty, including a principal. It had
no hostel, but had classrooms of
sufficient area. One college was
closed due to financial constraints
owing to the pandemic.

Of the nursing colleges in
Gwalior still running, Ayush
College of Nursing had four class-
rooms, six labs, and a principal's
office.Itdid have a parent hospital
which was “equipped but not
found running” and no hostel, the
report states. Jai Maa Bhagwati
Nursing College was found
housed inanold building with no
students, teaching staff, transport
facility, classrooms, labs, staff
room or toilet facility.

BM School of Nursing in
Vidisha, located in a 8,031 sq ft
area, offered four courses, but its
six classrooms had “poor ventila-
tionand lighting” and no working
computer. It had a poorly main-
tained library, no clinical facility for
the students, and insufficient toilet
facilities, the report said, adding
thatone room on the ground floor
was even found rented toa private
teacher. The college in Bhind had
closed after “no student turned up
for the second year”.

e Nitish to take floor test today

followed by the Assembly taking
up the no-confidence motion
against Speaker Awadh Bihari
Choudhary. Choudhary, who is
from the R]D, has refused to step
down despite calls from the BJP
and the JD(U) and may resign be-
fore the motion is introduced.
The RJD has dared Nitish to
prove his majority before the no-
confidence motion against the
Speaker is taken up.

As things stand now, the NDA
claims to have the support of 128
MLAs, six more than the halfway
mark of 122 in the 243-member
Assembly. The BJP has 78 MLAs,
the J]D(U) 45, the Hindustani
Awam Morcha (Secular) four,
and one Independent. The
Mahagathbandhan comprising
the RJD, Congress, CPI(ML)
Liberation, CPI and CPI(M) has
114 MLAs on its side. The
Asaduddin Owaisi-led AIMIM
has one MLA.

On Sunday, Kumar’s Janata
Dal (United) faced some anxious
moments as five of its MLAs
skipped a meeting of the legisla-
ture party while alarm bells rang
among Rashtriya Janata Dal’s
(RJD) legislators — who were
camping at the house of former
Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav
along with Left MLAs — after one
of them “went missing” for a
brief period. Meanwhile, the leg-
islators of BJP and Congress, se-
questered in Bodh Gaya and
Hyderabad respectively, re-
turned to Patna in the evening.

State Parliamentary Affairs

minister Vijay Kumar Chaudhary
who convened a meeting of the
JD(U) legislature party down-
played the absence of “two or
three MLAs”, attributing it to
“unavoidable circumstances
about which they had given
prior information”. He empha-
sised that the absentees would
be present in the Assembly on
Monday. “We in the NDA have a
total strength of 128 MLAs... we
are comfortably placed. All our
MLAs will be present inside the
House where a no-confidence
motion against the Speaker will
precede the trust vote,” he said.
JD(U) national spokesperson
Rajib Ranjan urged the media
not to read too much into the
MLAs missing the meeting.
“They could not attend Sunday’s
meeting due to some personal
engagements. We will prove our
majority but will remove
Speaker Choudhary before that.
This will answer all doubts of the
Opposition,” he said.
Meanwhile, Sunday evening,
the Pataliputra Police visited
Tejashwi Yadav’s official resi-
dence after former party MP
Anand Mohan’s son Anshuman
Anand complained his younger
brother and Sheohar MLA
Chetan Anand had gone missing.
Chetan, who eventually arrived
at Yadav's residence, said he had
come there voluntarily. An R]D
leader did not rule out the pos-
sibility of Chetan rebelling, cit-
ing his desire to contest the LS
polls from Sheohar. —WITHPTI
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MORNINGS TO REMAINCOLD

Cold, foggy days set to endin Capital,
mercury to start inching up this week

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 11

AFTER A cold and foggy winter,
temperatures in the city are set
to increase.

According to India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) officials, the maximum
temperature is likely to touch
26 degrees Celsius by the mid-
dle of this week.

Delhi saw seven cold wave
days in January, the highest in
16 years, with the temperatures
dipping to the lowest in 12
years.

According to IMD, the day
temperature is expected to
touch 26 degrees Celsius by
Wednesday. On Sunday, the
maximum temperature was
recorded as 24.6 degrees
Celsius, a degree above
normal.

The minimum temperature,
however, is not expected torise
above the 10 degree mark -
normal for this time of the year
-- for most of the days, and
mornings will remain cold.

On Sunday, the minimum
temperature was recorded as 7
degrees Celsius, three degrees

UIN: 512N363V01

- FOR

CELEBRATION

EXPECT SHALLOW FOG

Mon & Tue: Shallow fog

Wed: Generally cloudy sky
with light rain or drizzle
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Thur: Fog or mist in early morning

Fri & Sat: Mist

below normal.

There is also respite in store
from the fog. Visibility has im-
proved over the past week, af-
ter along spell of very dense fog
in the mornings and late
evenings.

According to IMD, no fresh
spell of dense fog is on the cards
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at present. Mist or shallow fog
is expected, however, as morn-
ing temperatures remain be-
low normal.

The reason behind Delhi’s
long date with the cold was the
lack of western disturbances,
and wind systems that bring
rain and snow to north and

Free Braille books, Modi selfie
points: What’s new at Book Fair

VIDHEESHAKUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 11

AUDIO PODS with each poetry
recitation in different languages,
free Braille books for visually im-
paired people, a dark room for
children to write to their favourite
authors, and Viksit Bharat stalls
with 'Prime Minister Narendra
Modi selfie points' are some of the
key features of the New Delhi
World Book Fair this year.

With the theme 'Multilingual
India, a living tradition’, the 51st
edition of the fair at Delhi's Pragati
Maidan, inaugurated on Saturday;,
witnessed a footfall of around 1.5
lakh people on Day One. It will be
open until February 18.

Amit Kumar Singh, head of PR
at National Book Trust, told The
Indian Express: "This year, the
book fair's theme represents
women from multilingual back-
grounds. Awoman who receives
equal opportunities and exposure
is believed to be often fluent and
teach at least three different lan-
guages to the future generations.
So, the fairis revolving around this
theme this year."

Spread across five halls at the
newly built Pragati Maidan

The fair was inaugurated
Saturday. Express

Convention Centre, the fair offers
books covering a wide range of
genres for purchase, as well as
free books to people with disabil-
ities —under the collaboration of
the National Book Trust with the
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment.

This year, the guest country
for the fair is the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. "Individuals (visu-
ally impaired) with or without a
Unique Disabilities Identification
can register here to avail free
Braille books. This initiative has
been taken for the first time, with
the collaboration of the Ministry
of Education and Social Justice
Empowerment,” said Singh.

While one corner of the con-

vention centre was filled with
school students in different uni-
forms attending a storytelling ses-
sionat the Children's Pavilion, an-
other corner had enthusiasts
from different age groups — both
young and old — enjoying the
'digital Modi selfie’ feature at the
Viksit Bharat stall.

Amongst other interesting
featuresin this year's fair was the
concept of a dark room, where
children can write to their
favourite authors on a postcard
and send a free book of their au-
thor's choice, said an official,
National Book Trust.

Large screens with the NaMo
app have been installed at the
stall's entrance on which one can
click a selfie with a photograph of
the Prime Minister and receive
the digital version instantly by
putting contact details. "About
3,000 people have given their
feedback at the Viksit Bharat stall
so far, and clicked selfies with
Modiji...," said Pradeep Kumar, a
volunteer with the NaMo
app.

Among other features of the
stall were pictures of the PM in-
augurating the Ram Mandir in
Ayodhya, and e-books written by
him.

northwest India.

“Because there were barely
any western disturbances, the
sky was clear and there was no
retention of heat. This meant
cold mornings. Very dense fog
on several days also meant that
the days were cold as the sun-
light was weak. On days when
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there was no fog, icy winds
from the Himalayas and from
the northwestern parts of the
country made the city colder,”
said an IMD official.

Air quality
deteriorates

The city’s air quality, how-
ever, has seen a dip over the
past week.

After remaining in the mod-
erate range (Air Quality Index
between100 and 200), be-
tween February 5and 9, it dete-
riorated to poor (295) on
Saturday and further, to very
poor (313) on Sunday.

The Early Warning System
for Air Quality has forecast a
very poor air day on Monday. A
light improvement is seen
thereafter and the AQI is ex-
pected to be in the poor range.

Strong winds in the second
week of February were respon-
sible for the marked improve-
ment in AQI, IMD officials
added.

“Strong winds have the abil-
ity to disperse pollutants faster.
Increase in temperature also
contributes to better air,” the
official said.
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Vote for AAP in Lok Sabha
election to get ghar ghar
ration like Punjab: Atishi

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 11

ACCUSING THE BJP-led central
government of obstructing “all the
good works” of the Delhi govern-
ment, including the 'Ghar Ghar
Ration' scheme, Delhi minister
Atishi on Sunday appealed to the
Capital's residents to ensure vic-
tory to the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)in the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls “if they also want to receive
rations at their doorstep like the
people of Punjab”.

The AAP government on
Saturday launched the 'Ghar Ghar
Ration' (doorstep delivery)
scheme in Punjab.

Addressing a press conference
at the party office in the Capital,
the senior AAP leader said, “BJP-
led central government is scared
of the success of people-centric
schemes by the AAP government
in Delhi and consistently attempts
to hinder their implementation.
One such scheme is 'Ghar Ghar
Ration', through which the gov-
ernment aimed to ensure home
delivery of ration. But, the L-G, fol-
lowing directions from the Centre,
blocked the scheme...”

She said ration card holders
facealot of difficulties in getting 4
kgwheat, 1 kgrice,and 1 kg sugar

IndiGo plane blocks runway for 15 mins

New Delhi: An IndiGo aircraft
from Amritsar missed the exit
taxiway after landing at the Delhi
airport on Sunday morning, fol-
lowing which one of the runways
wias blocked for little over 15 min-
utes, impacting flight operations,
according to sources.

An airline spokesperson said
the aircraft from Amritsar to Delhi
missed the exit taxiway after
landing at the Delhi airport due
to low visibility.

After missing the designated

taxiway, the A320aircraft, operat-
ing flight 6E 2221, went to the
dead end of the runway 28/10 at
the Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA), the sources in the
know of the matter said.

The plane landed on runway
28/10 at around 8.30 am but
could not exit to the designated
taxiway. As a result, the runway
was blocked for little over 15 min-
utes, the sources added.

They said that a towing trac-
tor towed the aircraft toa parking

bay, following which normal op-
erations resumed on the runway.

One of the sources said that
after the plane landed at the air-
port, anair traffic controller asked
the pilot to vacate the runway to
taxiway K6.

However, due to low visibility,
the aircraft could not move to the
taxiway, the source added.

In a statement, the IndiGo
spokesperson said the aircraft
missed the exit taxiway due to
low visibility. PTI

Delhi minister Atishi. P11

allocated to them each month.

“When they go to collect their
ration, the shop is often found
closed, or there is a long queue
outside. Even when they reach the
shop, the shopkeeper misbehaves
with them or claims the ration is
out of stock...if someone raises
their voice...goons are unleashed
upon them...,” she said.

The minister said AAP had
launched the scheme to eliminate
“ration mafias” and “hooliganism”
by delivering the grains on the
lines of online retail stores.

The scheme was launched by
the Kejriwal government in 2018
and notified in 2021. “However,
the Central government and Delhi
L-G ensured it never came into
practice...,” said Atishi.

“..However, yesterday, the
same scheme was launched by
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and
Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann,
which aims to benefit more than
17 lakh people. People in Punjab
with ration cards will no longer
have tostand inlong queues...” she
further said. Pointing out that
“there is no interference from the
central government in Punjab”,
Atishi appealed to the public that
if they want such a scheme in
Delhi, they must vote for the AAP.

Dismissing Atishi's allegations,
Delhi Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
President Virendra Sachdeva said,
“The Central government pro-
vides free ration for 72 lakh peo-
ple...For the last five years, the
Kejriwal government has neither
lifted the ration from FCI's central
stores on time nor distributed it
on time, which is why ration of-
ten remains undistributed for two
months in the Capital.”

He further alleged that the
AAP government wanted to dis-
tribute the ration received from
the Centre under the Food
Security Act(FSA)initsownname
through the doorstep delivery
scheme. “Atishi can check... even
the Punjab government will not
include FSA ration in their
doorstep ration distribution...” he
said.

Government of India
FPublic Enterprises Selection Board
invites applications for the post of

Director (Technical)
In
Bharat Coking Coal Limited
Last date of subrission of application
by the applicant is
05" March, 2024
Last date of forwarding of applications
by the Nodal officers to PESB is
14" March, 2024

For details login to website
http:/flwww.pesb.gov.in
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Delhi Tourism
Presents

SHAHPUR JAT
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cultural }.:u'_'-ri':!rnmm-u_'-r-_; & traditions.

10"- 12" Feb ‘24 | & pm - 8 pm
MCD Ground, Shahpur Jat, New Delhi

Music Concert, Fashion Show, Heritage Walk,
Performance of Hasya Kavi, Cultural Performance,

Local Arts, Food Stalls, Shopping, Workshops
& Much More...

DIRECT RECRUITMENT FOR POST OF RESEARCH ENGINEERS

wo==t  FLUID CONTROL RESEARCH INSTITUTE

{Under Government of India, Ministry of Heawvy

Kanjikode West, Palakkad, Kerala-678623
Notification No. FCRIPAA/Z024/RE-NOD1 dated 09.02.2024

indusiries)

Name of Post No. of Posts | PayLevelin | Age Limit
PI_"' Matrix ﬁaam}
Research Engineer GEN-3 Pay Level 10 | 35 Years

Starting date for Applications: 15 FEBRUARY 2024
Closing date for Applications: 31 MARCH 2024

Qualification & Experignce Criteria:

B.ES B.Tech. in Mechanscal Enginsaring with 5 yeaar expanences in spachic aras OR
M _E/ M. Tech, in Engineering with 3 vear axparience in spacific areas and B.E/ B. Tech
in Mechanical Engineering. Expedience critesia as cited balow

1. Post-1. MECHANICAL (Multiphase): Experience in Two-phase flow/ Mult-phase

fow research and expenmental tesking.

Z Post-2. MECHANICAL [CFDIThermal & Fluids): Expenence in CFD in Thermal &
Fluids Engineanng. The M.E/ M.Tech shall be in Mechanical Enginesring
(Specializaton in Thermal & Fluids Engineernng/ Fluid Mechanics & Thermal

Engineenng)

3. Post-3. MECHANICAL (Valves/Thermal & Fluids): Experience in design and
testing of vales, ME/ M.Tech shall be in Mechanical Engineering (Specislization in
Thermal & Flusds Engineerng/ Flusd Mechanics & Thermal Engineering)

Mode of Selection: Test | Inteniew

For detasts on Posts, application Form, aic., please visil www.icrlindia.com

=

RECRUITMENT TO THE POST OF PERSONNEL OFFICER ON

DEPUTATION BASIS

FLUID CONTROL RESEARCH INSTITUTE
(Under Government of India, Ministry of Heavy Industries)
Kanjikode West, Palakkad, Kerala-678623
Motification Mo, FCRIVPAAI2024/PO-NO0I dated 09.02.2024

Name of Post | No. of Posts | Scale of Pay | Age Limit| Tenure
[CATEGORY)
Parsonnal Officar 1 Pay Level 10in | 56 Years | 3 Years
[GENERAL] | the Pay Matrix

Start Date for recelving Applications: 15 February 2024,
Last Date for receipt of Applications: 31 March 2024

Applications are invited for the post of Personnad Officar lor appodntment on depuiation
basis from the employsss working in the departmanis of Govammaent of Indsa / Cantral
Avlonomous organisations / Central Universities | indian institvles ol Technologees /
simiar Central Govl. Insbiuions including IKSc § IISER / NIT | CSIR [ DRDO ASRO |
other Research Institutions following Central Govt, Rules, elc
(1) Essential Qualifications. (i) Must be a graduate in any discipline from a recognized
university; (1) Holdng analogous post on regular basis in the parent cadrel Departmant
of with hwo yaars regular sanica in posts in the Pay leval 8 or equivalent in the paran
cadre/ Depaniment; or with five years requiar service (n posts in the pay level 8 or
equincalieni in the parent cadred Department.
Desirable Qualifications: (i) A bachelor degree in law & prafarable. (i) The candidate
should possess wide knowledge on the cendral government rules and regulations viz.,
Fundamenial Rules & Supplementary Rules, General Financial Rules, orders on
reservaion policy of the Government of India, various Central Civil Service Rules
regarding Pay, Alowances, Conduct, Discipline, Leave, Madical Attendance, eto
[i5) He! She should also be well versed with the Labour Laws. (2) Ondy Indian Nationals
nesd apply. (3) Please visit FCRI website www.feriindia.comicareer fo downsoad
application form and follow the instruchions before applying. (4) The Application Farm
duly filled up along with following Annexures in the specified Proforma are to be
submilied through Proper Channel, 1o reach us on ! before the notified due date:
(1) Annexure-A: Details of panalties, if any, imposed, on the applicant during the last 5
[FIVE) years. (i) Annexure-B: Vigilance clearance in respect of the applicant duly
signed by an officer of appropriate level. (iil) Annexure-C: Cerlified copies of ACRs/
{5} Canvassing i any form will ba rendar tha
application as disqualfied. (6) Candidate shall ensure that their Applications Through
Proper Channel are recerved at FCRI before closing Dale through REGISTERED
PCST! COURIER, addressed fo: The Director, Fluid Control Research Institute,
Kanjikode West, Palakkad, Kerala-6T8643. (T) Applications NOT forwarced through
Proper Channe! DR Applicatons not anclosing the full information [ Annexures will be

APRs for the fast 5 (FIVE) years.
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Kejriwal, Punjab
CM and families
to visit Ayodhya
temple today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 11

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal will on Monday visit
Ayodhya along with his family
members, and his Punjab coun-
terpart Bhagwant Mann to pay
obeisance at the Ram temple.

“CM Arvind Kerjiwal and CM
Bhagwant Mann, and their fam-
ilies will go to Ayodhya to em-
bark on the visit to Ram Lallaand
do the darshan,” said party
sources on Sunday.

Earlier, CM Kejriwal had said
that he would go to the Ram
temple in Ayodhya with his fam-
ily after the consecration cere-
mony held on January 22, and
that he did not get a formal invi-
tation back then. “They had sent
a letter, after which we called
them. They said someone would
come to invite (me) personally.
Thatdid not happen, but itis ok...
[ want to go to the temple with
my wife and children. My par-
ents are also very keen on Ram
Lalla’s darshan. So I will go with
my family later... after the cere-
mony,” Kejriwal had said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

GREATER NOIDA
Body of trader’s
son found after
11 days in canal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NOIDA, FEBRUARY 11

THE BODY of a 16-year-old boy,
who was allegedly killed by his
friends and dumped in a canal,
was recovered on Sunday in
Greater Noida after 11 days of in-
tensive search, police said.

The body was found almost
12 km away from the point
where it was dumped in the
canal, officials said. The son of a
local trader, was strangled by
two of his friends on January 30
allegedly over a personal dispute
involving the girlfriend of one of
the accused. The two accused
had dumped the body into the
Khareli canal near Hinauti vil-
lage, according to police. Both
the accused were arrested after a
gunfight on February 7 with the
local Dankaur police station of-
ficials. One of them suffered a
gunshot injury in his leg during
the episode, according to police.

"After the January 30incident,
continuous efforts were made to
find the body of the boy. The ac-
cused had confessed to killing him
and dumping the body in the
canal," said a police spokesperson.
"Today (Sunday), a team was
searching among the bushes
along the Mart branch canal. The
body was found 100 metres from
Chachura culvert," the official said.

Insurance Compensatlon SECTION 144, DIVERSIONS IN PLACE
rescue device: What’s in

UP's Lift & Escalator Bill cops ready for farmers’ protest

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NOIDA, FEBRUARY 11

REGISTRATION OF lifts and esca-
lators with the authorities; in-
stallation of automatic rescue
device to aid passengers in the
event of power supply failure;
insurance; and compensationin
case of death orinjury: These are
some of the provisions in the Lift
and Escalator Bill, 2024, passed
in the Uttar Pradesh assembly
Saturday in a move to curb
mishaps in lifts and escalatorsin
urban areas in the state.

“Every 'owner’ of any prem-
isesintended for the installation
of alift or escalator shall make an
application in such form as may
be prescribed, giving full partic-
ulars or information, to such of-
ficers authorised in this behalf by
the State Government,” reads
section 3 of the bill.

While the bill has been passed
by both the houses, it is yet to be
notified and rules yet to be made
to implement its provisions.

According to the bill, 'Owner’
means any person or body of per-
sons or corporate body which
OwWnSs Or operates or maintains a
lift or escalator, including the au-
thorised agent on their behalf. If
any alteration or addition is made
to the existing lift or escalator,
fresh registration will be a must.

“The owner shall submit
every year a copy of the AMC (an-
nual maintenance contract) for
lift or escalator... to such officers
as may be authorised on this be-
half by the State Government...in
private premises, the owner shall

 PREVIOUSCASES

AUGUST 4, 2023:
A70-year-old woman died
after being trappedina
lift at Paras Tiera society

in Noida’s Sector 137.

NOVEMBER 3:

Four people were injured
after a lift went into a free
fall after a malfunction

at Yatharth hospital in
Noida’s Sector 110.

DECEMBER 22:

Nine employees of an IT
company suffered injuries
when alift they were in
crashed from the eighth
floor to the basement at
River Side Tower in Noida’s
Sector 125.

not be required to submit a copy
of the AMC every year...,” reads
section 5 (b) of the bill.

On the automatic rescue de-
vice, the bill states: “The device
should be such that thelift oresca-
lator reaches the nearest landing
level, and the landing and cage
doors open. Thelift will have ade-
quate lighting and two-way com-
munication system for use by pas-
sengers and there will be an
emergency bell inside the lift...”

According to other provisions,
inthe case of public premises, the
owner must obtain insurance
against any accident or disaster
during the operation of the lift or
escalator. However, no insurance
will be required for lifts or escala-
tors on government premises.

“Inthe event of loss of human
or animal life or injury resulting

A Crassic ToucH

Participants pose with their cars at the Vintage Car Rally at National Stadium in New Delhi on Sunday. Praveen Khanna

from any accident during the op-
eration of a lift or escalator, the
owner shall... report the same to
the District Magistrate or in-
charge of the local police station...
Butitwill be mandatory toinform
within 24 hours of the accident,”
reads section 12 (1) of the bill.

It further said that a separate
log book of the accident history
shall be maintained and dis-
played near the lift or escalator
installed in the public premises.

“Incase of an accident, finan-
cial compensation will be paid
to the family of the deceased or
the injured person...The owner
can recover compensation...from
any person found liable for the
accident...,” reads section 12(7)
of the bill.

‘People will be
held accountable’

According to Abhishek Kumar;,
president of NEFOWA, an organi-
sation of home buyers, “Now the
people will be held accountable
forsuchincidents. People are feel-
ing a sense of security.”

AK Sharma, Minister of
Energy and Urban Development,
UP government, said in the
House: “Responsibility will be
ensured under this...This Actisa
framework under which all mat-
ters will be addressed.”

Under the Factories Act 1948,
the conditions of this Act will not
be applicable on lifts and escala-
tors installed in industrial areas
or premises. Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, West Bengal, Haryana,
Delhi, and Himachal Pradesh al-
ready have a lift Act in place.

Barricades, nails, cranes: Delhi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 11

BRIGHT YELLOW barricades in
place, nails being laid out across
arterial roads, cranes and earth-
movers standing guard — these
are some of the Delhi Police’s
arrangements at the Singhu,
Ghazipur, and Tikri areas border-
ing Haryana and Uttar Pradesh to
prevent farmers from Punjab
from entering the city. These are
the same entry points where
farmers held a nearly year-long
sit-in protest against the three
farm laws, which were subse-
quently withdrawn by the Centre.

The Delhi police have started
making arrangements, announc-
ing several diversions forMonday
and Tuesday and placing the
whole of the North East district
under prohibitory orders, even as
farmer unions, who have called
for a protest march to Delhi on
Tuesday, said they would take a fi-
nal decision on whether to go
ahead only after meeting Union
Agriculture Minister Arjun
Munda, along with Union
Minister Piyush Goyal and
Minister of State Nityanand Raiin
Chandigarh on Monday.

The Delhi Police (Northeast
district) on Sunday invoked CrPC
Section 144, primarily prohibiting
the gathering of people at the bor-
ders between Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh and nearby areas — un-
der the jurisdiction of Northeast
Delhi — toavoid any untoward in-
cident and maintain law and or-
der, said officers.

UP DSP files complaint against ‘imposter’ ex-husband

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GHAZIABAD, FEBRUARY 11

A WOMAN deputy SP with the
Uttar Pradesh Police has filed a
complaint in Ghaziabad, accus-
ing her former husband of “mar-
rying her posing as a fake IRS of-
ficer and duping many of lakhs
of rupees”. The Ghaziabad police
has arrested the accused and
sent him to jail.

Shrestha Thakur, a 2012-
batch PPS officer and currently
posted as CO in Shamli district,

HASTSAL MINAR

said that her former husband
Rohit Raj Singh not only got mar-
ried to her by lying, but also
cheated people in the name of
her job in the police and col-
lected money from them. He al-
legedly got Rs 15 lakh, which was
deposited for buying a plot in
Lucknow, transferred to his ac-
count by using fake signatures.

Thakur said that she got mar-
ried to the man in 2018 through
a matrimonial site.

"RohitRaj Singh had described
himself as a 2008 batch IRS offi-
cer, Deputy Commissioner and

posted in Ranchi...Despite know-
ing the truth, the applicant did not
spoil the marital relationship and
fulfilled all the financial demands
of Rohitand his family andin2018
took aloan against my own salary
and transferred the money to
Rohit's father'saccount," read the
complaint of Thakur.

She further said, "Even after
supporting Rohit completely,
there was no change in his be-
havior and he continued to col-
lect huge amounts of money
from many people by mislead-
ing and cheating them using my

police post and name. After talk-
ing to Rohit and his family on this
issue, Rohit and his family
started harassing me. I was
beaten up by Rohit Raj Singh and
my child was threatened with
death.”

The official alleged that Rohit
along with his father and brother
had fraudulently transferred an
amount of Rs 15 lakh to their ac-
count by forging signature and
misused ATM cards, adding she
had saved this money to buy a
plot in Lucknow.

"Fed up with all these things,

[ got divorce from Rohit Raj Singh
three years ago. But to misuse
my name, after Ranchi and Bihar,
he had made his new base in
Kaushambi in Ghaziabad. He
started cheating people and told
all my staff that he was posted as
Commissioner Income Tax,
Delhi. He also got married again
two years ago. He has created a
fake Facebook ID by misusing
the photo of my small child...,"
she said.

ACP Indrapuram Swatantra
Kumar Singh said Rohit Singh
was arrested on Friday.

Police barricades at Ghazipur border ahead of farmer’s march, in Delhi on Sunday. Praveen Khanna

Delhi Police Commissioner
Sanjay Arora, meanwhile, visited
parts of the Delhi-Uttar Pradesh
border to assess the situation,and
have security preparedness in
place. Joy Tirkey, DCP(Northeast),
said entry of protesters on tractors,
trolleys, trucks, buses, commer-
cial vehicles, personal vehicles,
and horses etc from Uttar Pradesh
to Delhi is prohibited.

“..The Northeast district po-
lice shall make all efforts to pre-
vent protesters from entering
Delhi...No person/protester shall
be allowed to carry arms includ-
ing firearms, swords, trishul,
spears, lathi, rods, etc... Police
shall make all efforts to detain
these people at the spot,” read
the order.

The DCPalso said that any per-
son found in contravention to this
order — effective for 30 days, start-

ing Sunday — shall be liable to be
punished under Indian Penal
Code (IPC) Section 188.

ADelhi traffic police advisory
said that restrictions will be in
place for commercial vehicles at
the Singhu border on Monday
(February 12),and for all vehicles
from Tuesday. Inter-state buses
travelling towards Sonipat,
Panipat, and Karnal etc via
National Highway 44 will take
routes from ISBT to Majnu ka
Tilla to Signature Bridge to
Khajuri Chowk to Loni Border to
KMP via Khekra.

Traffic officers said that HGV
vehicles travelling towards
Sonipat, Panipat, Karnal and other
places through NH-44 are sug-
gested to take Exit number 2 on
NH-44 (DSIIDC) cut to Harish
Chander Hospital crossing to
Bawana Road crossing to Bawana

Chowk to Auchandi Road reach-
ing Auchandi border to KMP to
Saidpur Chowki. Cars and LGVs
travelling towards Sonipat,
Panipat, and Karnal etc viaNH-44
are suggested to take Exit 1 (NH-
44) Alipur cut to Shani Mandir to
Palla Bakhtawarpur Road Y-point
toDahisaravillage road's two-lane
stretch to MCD toll (Dahisara) to
Jatti Kalan Road to Singhu to
Singhu stadium to PS Kundali
reaching NH-44 towards Sonipat.

According to the traffic advi-
sory, for diversions around the
Tikri border, heavy commercial
vehicles and trucks travelling to-
wards Bahadurgarh, and Rohtak,
among others through the
Rohtak Road, are advised to use
Najafgarh  Nangloi Road
from Nangloi Chowk to enter
Haryana through Najafgarh
Jharoda border.

Voice cloning scam: How
cybercriminals are using
kids’ voices to dupe parents

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NOIDA, FEBRUARY 11

SUPPOSE YOU get a call from
someone threatening to impli-
cate your child ina criminal case
if you do not meet their de-
mands. You grow wary, wonder-
ing if someone is trying to con
you. The next minute, however,
you hear your sobbing child over
the phone and you fear it may be
true after all. And so you pay up
—only torealise later thatit was,
indeed, a scam. Your child was
never on the phone, but their
voice was cloned using sophisti-
cated software.

Over the past few weeks, sev-
eral such voice cloning fraud cases
have surfaced in Delhi-NCR.

Case 1: Himanshu Shekhar Singh,
a resident of Mahagun Moderne
apartments in Noida Sector 78,
who works as a superintending
engineer in the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, said on
January 8 around 3.15 pm, he
went to drop his 18-year-old son
off for his JEE mock test at a cen-
tre near Rajendra Nagar Metro sta-
tion in Ghaziabad. He then left to
take care of some work. An hour
later, he got a call from a number
with a+92 country code.

Said Singh, “The caller, Vinod
Kumar, who claimed he wasa po-
lice inspector, said my son had
been caught with a gang of
rapists...; he demanded I pay Rs

30,000 through Paytm immedi-
ately to get hisname cleared. They
said [ could even talk to my son...
The next minute, I heard a voice
saying ‘Papa please pay him, they
are real policemen, please save
me’. I could not doubt even for a
second that he was not my boy.
The style of speaking, crying...
everything was the same.”

Still suspicious, Singh asked
the caller which police station he
was posted at but the man didn’t
respond. “Itold himIdon’t use on-
line servicesbutlhadRs 10,000in
cash and could give it to him in
person. But he refused, insisting |
seekashopkeeper’s help to trans-
fer the money.I was afraid thathe
may be akidnapper.Solasked my
driver to pose as a shopkeeper and
handed over the phone to him to
send Rs 10,000. The transaction
failed the first time but was suc-
cessful on the second attempt.
Then the man kept demanding
more...” By then Singh had re-
turned to the test centre, but se-
curity personnel didn’tallow him
to check on his son. Later, he
sought help from local police in
Sahibabad who took a picture of
his son sitting inside, assuring he
was safe. Singh said, “...I ap-
proached the cyber cell in Noida
and filed a written complaint.”

Case 2: Singh'’s colleague, Rajesh
Kumar Garg, too was targeted. An
MCD engineer wholives in Delhi’s
Pitampura, he received a call on
January 9 froma person threaten-

ing to implicate his son, who is
pursuing his MBA in Hyderabad,
in a rape case. “They said my son
was caught with a gang involved
in heinous crimes...as he seemed
to be from a good family, they in-
tended torelease him — provided
[ pay them. I heard my son crying
over the phone, it sounded exactly
like his voice. First, they de-
manded Rs 50,000. When I said I
didn’t have that kind of money,
they asked me to pay Rs 30,000
and I did as they asked,” he said.

Afriend of Garg’s suggested he
call his son to check on him. “My
sonsaid he wasin college and was
fine... It was a+92 code with a po-
lice officer’s photo,” said Garg. He
has yet to file a complaint.

Case 3: In the case of a Noida-
based senior journalist, her son
was studying in front of herwhen
the scammers phoned. “Itis a
huge concern that cybercriminals
are targeting children now. From
where they are getting details of
kids and their parents?... This must
be thoroughly investigated with
utmost priority... | was lucky my
son was sitting in front of me at
that time...,” she said. She has not
filed a complaint.

Additional DCP (Noida)
Manish Kumar Mishra, said,
“...Such cases are not very fre-
quent, but recently there hasbeen
an uptickin cases of ‘cloning’. We
are trying to understand how ex-
actly cybercriminals are creating
cloned voices to dupe people.”

Shrouded in mystery, a Mughal-era symbol of glory now a picture of neglect

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY T1

STROLLING ALONG the mean-
dering lanes of Hastsal village in
West Delhi’s Uttam Nagar, it is
easy to miss a medieval tower
that stands between the houses
in the densely populated local-
ity. The houses in Hastsal stand
cheek by jowl, almost hiding the
minar from passersby.
Although a Grade A heritage
monument, the structure sits be-
hind a smalllocked iron gate, keys
to which are often kept by the
people who live next to the minar.
According to art historian Ebba

Koch, the construction of the mi-
nar (or tower) was finished in
1634 during the reign of Mughal

(1166-1192) as part of a larger
structure that housed the king's
elephants. “That's how this village

emperor Shah Jahan. got its name: hast for elephants
Y D Sharma, in his book Delhi  and sthal for place,” says Babbu, a
and its tailor, who
Neighbourhood, claims his
describes the mi- family has
nar as 17 metres lived in the
(five storeys) tall, village for
standing on a PIN CODE over seven
square platform 110001 generations.
and with an oc- Another
tagonal body. local legend

These mentions aside, the mi-
naris mostly shrouded in mystery.
Some of the locals even be-
lieve that the minar was con-
structed by Prithviraj Chauhan

epaper..ne'ss.t:nm

goes that the Pandavas, too, kept
their elephants here.

However, according to Zafar
Hasan’s List of Muhammadan and
Hindu Monuments: “The minar

The monument in West Delhi’s Uttam Nagar. Tashi Tobgyal

was constructed by Emperor Shah
Jahan who had his Shikargah
(hunting palace) here.” Indeed,
the structure'sdomed arches and
use of red Lakhori bricks is a clear
marker of Mughal architecture.

In 2018, the minar was ac-
corded a Grade A status that is
given to buildings of regional or
local importance possessing spe-
cial architectural or aesthetic
merit, or cultural or historical
significance.

On the height of the minar,
Hasan surmises that it may have
had a chhatri or canopy-like roof
inits earlier days. Koch, in her pa-
per The Copies of the Qutb Minar
says the chhatriwas probably used

as a resting place, and for shoot-
ing or watching the hunting in
forests below.

Local oral history suggests
that there was once a tunnel that
connected the minar to the
hunting palace, located around
a 100 metres away.

Koch also notes that such
hunting towers were often stud-
ded with elephant tusks or similar
hunting “trophies”, continuing a
tradition hailing back to the
Sassanids of Iran.

She further states that mi-
nars similar to the Hastsal —
such as the Hiran Minar in
Fatehpur Sikri — also served as
the starting point of a system of

mileposts.

Péter T Nagy's paper on
Budapest's own elephant-
themed minar notes how the
Mughals were particularly in-
clined towards using minars for
odd reasons. Nagy cites the exam-
ple of how Jahangirerected anar-
tificial lake with a pavilion and a
minar at Sheikhupura(Lahore)to
commemorate the demise of his
pet antelope, with the tower bear-
ing inscriptions singing poetic
praises about the animal.

Today, the Hastsal Minar is
more or less unknown even to
people living in Hastsal, let alone
Delhi, while its origins remain a
subject of mystery and debate.
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RS Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar and Dy Chairman
Harivansh Narayan Singh with Sudhanshu Trivedi at
a farewell event on Thursday for RS MPs. P11

LLONE EXCEPTION

IN ITS first list of candidates for the February 27 Rajya Sabha
election released on Sunday, the BJP has renominated only one
from the outgoing members — Sudhanshu Trivedi. Though
Prime Minister Narendra Modi wanted most of the senior mem-
bers from the Upper House to contest the Lok Sabha elections,
the party seemed to have made an exception for Trivedi. Sources
said one reason could be Trivedi was nominated to the seat that
fell vacant after former Union Minister Arun Jaitley died in
August 2019. Thus, Trivedi got just four years in the Rajya Sabha.
The otherreason, party leaders said, could be that Trivedi is one
of the national spokespersons and the BJP wants him to be the
face and voice during the campaigns ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections instead of getting himself into campaigns.

JAT CONSOLIDATION

THE BJP on Sunday named former Mathura MP Chaudhary
Tejveer Singh for the Rajya Sabha election from Uttar Pradesh.
Singh is a prominent Jat leader from western UP where the
BJPis in talks with Rashtriya Lok Dal for an alliance to consol-
idate Jat voters. Eyeing votes from the community, the
Narendra Modi government last week had announced the
Bharat Ratna for former Prime Minister Chaudhary Charan
Singh. BJP’s UP state president Chaudhary Bhupendra Singhiis
also aJat from western UP.

MONKEY SCARE

THERE'S A new problem keeping the Railways onits toes, quite
literally, apart from delayed train schedules. The Ministry of
Railways has written to its senior officials, asking them not to
feed monkeys on the Rail Bhavan premises. It stated that it
has been observed that a troop of monkeys are causing disrup-
tions on the premises. The ministry wrote to the officials stat-
ing there have been instances of monkeys entering the build-
ing posing risks to both employees and visitors. It stated that
there have been reports of employees being chased, harmed,
and cars being damaged by monkeys.

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL, FEBRUARY 11

SPEAKING AT an event in
Madhya Pradesh’s tribal-domi-
nated Jhabua district, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
Sunday that the Congress “never
cared for” tribal communities.
He also expressed confidence
that the BJP would win more
than 370 in the coming Lok
Sabha elections and that the
Congress would be wiped out.

At the event, the Prime
Minister inaugurated and laid
the foundation stones for devel-
opment projects in Madhya
Pradesh worth X7,550 crore.

“I want to tell you that Modi
has not come for the Lok Sabha
election campaign. Modi has
come as a servant to thank the
people of MP, who are like God,”
Modi said.

Targeting the Congress, he
said that under the party’s rule,
the state was counted among
the BIMARU — an acronym for
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, a
grouping of states that have his-
torically lagged in economic and

E e ;tL :

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Tribal Affairs Minister
Arjun Munda and Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav (right) in Jhabua on Sunday. P11

social indicators — states. Under
the BJP, however, the state is now
“running fast on the path of de-
velopment”, he said.

“The biggest reason behind
Madhya Pradesh having been a
BIMARU state was the
Congress's hatred towards vil-
lages, the poor, and tribal areas...
These people never cared about
the development or respect for

tribal society. For them, tribal
people meant only a few votes.
They remembered the village,
the poor and the backward only
when the election was an-
nounced... For us, the tribal
community is not a vote bank.
For us, the tribal community is
the pride of our country and the
guarantee of our country’s bright
future. Your respect and your de-

6 GOVT & POLITICS

Cong opposed tribal woman
as President: PM in Jhabua

velopment is also Modi’s guar-
antee,” the PM said.

He also brought up President
Droupadi Murmu’s election.

“These people (Congress)
come to you to ask for votes from
the tribal community, but when
a woman from the tribal com-
munity contested for the first
time for the post of President, the
Congress stood like a wall to stop
her and defeat her. The country
remembers the Congress mis-
deeds. When elections come,
they make big announcements,
but when Modi builds pucca
houses for every poor, Dalit,
backward and tribal person, they
abuse Modi,” he said.

About the Assembly elec-
tions in the state last year, in
which the BJP retained power,
Modi said the results showed
that the people have “already in-
dicated what your mood will be
for the Lok Sabha”.

“A few days ago, when the
Opposition said that they will win
400 seats, [ said that [ am also
hearing that the NDA willwin400
seats, but I am also hearing that
the BJP alone will win 370 seats,”
Modi said. He said the mood in MP
was also seen in all parts of India.

Shah eyes 10% vote jump per booth in Karnataka,
Siddaramaiah says ready to debate on schemes

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY 11

CHAIRING A crucial meeting
with Karnataka BJP leaders for
the Lok Sabha elections, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah set a
target to increase votes by 10 per
cent in every poll booth.

Shah arrived in Mysuru
Sunday morning. He held two
meetings with BJP leaders dur-
ing the day and also took partin
the Sutturu Jatra Mahotsava pro-
gramme near Mysuru.

BJP state president B Y
Vijayendra told media persons

E-Procurement Notice Inviting Tenders
No. 311/E-Tender/MBD Circle/23-24

by net banking only on E-Tender Portal.

Office of the Superintending Engineer,
Moradabad Circle, P.W.D. Moradabad

Dated : 19-01-2024
1. On behalf of the Governor of UP, tenders for following work are invited by the
Superintending Engineer, Moradabad Circle, PWD Moradabad online on website
http://etender.up.nic.in & Prahari website http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/prahari from
registered contractors from 13-02-2024 at 10.00 am to 20-02-2024 at 12:00 Hrs.
Technical bid /Prequalification of tenders shall be opened on 20-02-2024 at 12:30 Hrs.
in office of undersigned by tender committee in presence of authorised representatives/
bidders who wish to be present. Financial bid of the tenders who qualify in technical
bid shall be opened on date and time as specified by a notice in the office of
undersigned. In case of Government holiday the required process shall be carried out
on next working day. Amount mentioned in column 5 & 7 shall be mandatory deposited

MANOJCG

"SI IDISTRICT| Name of Work [Estimated] Bid | Time of = Costof | Category |
No cost Security | completion  tender of road
(Rs. in (Rs.in | of the work documents| contractor
Lac) Lacs) | (Including including | eligible
rainy GST
season)
T 2 R} 4 T S 0 | i 3o
1 | Moradabad | Widening &| 332.00 18.60 12 Month 2354.00 A
Strengthening (Road
work in Ch. 7.700 category)
to 8.965 of Lalpur
Bahella Setu Road
to Karanpur Via
Singhankheda Varanasi,
road (ODR-15)

i(lﬁes/condition-s: & details of the t_ender are available a;t-website htt;)-://etender.ilp.nic.in.

WWW.Up.gov.nic.in

(S.P. Singh)
Superintending Engineer
Moradabad Circle, PWD

Moradabad.
Executive Engineer, For and on behalf of
Construction Divison-1 Governor of UP
PWD [ UPID No. 202896 Date: 10.02.2024 Mail ID:-
Moradabad semoradabad14@yahoo.com

NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 11

THE UTTAR Pradesh leg of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra will be curtailed by a few
days, with party insiders saying the
march is likely to culminate at least a
week earlier than planned.

The yatra was scheduled to enter
Uttar Pradesh this week and spend 11
daysin the state that has 80 Lok Sabha
seats and where the Congress has
failed to make a mark in the last two
Lok Sabha elections. In UP, the yatra
was to pass through 28 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies, among them Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s seat
Rae Barel,
Allahabad, Phulpur, and Lucknow.

Sources said the yatra would now
skip most of the western UP districts
and travel directly from Lucknow to
Aligarh and then to Agra, both of which
arein west UP, before entering Madhya
Pradesh. Interestingly, the Congress’s
INDIA bloc partner Rashtriya Lok Dal

that strategies were discussed to
convert Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s popularity into votes and
increase it by 10 per centin every
booth. “Our leaders have assured
Shah that BJP and JD(S) will fight
all 28 Lok Sabha constituencies
unitedly,” Vijayendra said.

Vijayendra, however, said
there was no discussion regard-
ing candidates, and the seat-
sharing terms with JD(S) will be
decided by the leadership of
both parties at “Delhi level.”

BJP’s vote share in the 2014
LS elections in Karnataka was
43 4 per cent while it was 51.38
per cent in the 2019 polls.

Amethi,

Online Tender Document for M.P. Police

No. PHQ/15/GPC/ 917-2 /2024 Bhopal,
ONLINE TENDER NOTICE

POLICE HEADQUARTER, M.P., BHOPAL
Dated 06.02.2024

Online tender are invited by Deputy Inspector General of Police (Provisioning) Police Head Quarter, Bhopal on behalf of DGP
MP Bhopal for for Furniture Items on website https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

(RLD)that has a strong presence in west
UP is in talks with the BJP to join the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA).
Sources in the Congress, however,
said the decision to curtail the yatra in
UP had nothing to do with the political
developments involving the RLD. “We
wanted to slow down the yatra to en-
sure that Rahul Gandhi gets time forin-

BJP’s former national general
secretary CTRavi said the party's
core committee meeting had also
decided to effectively counter CM
Siddaramaiah-led Congress gov-
ernment’s allegations of Centre's
“injustice” to the state.

Asked why JD(S)was not part
of the meeting, JD(S) youth wing
president Nikhil Kumaraswamy
said ]JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy could not meet
Shah due to health reasons and it
was communicated to Shah.

Meanwhile, countering
Shah's alleged claims that the
state government's treasury is
empty because of the guarantee

- Al

schemes, Siddaramaiah said, “If
this is Amit Shah'’s firm opinion,
he should participate in a public
debate with me. I can prove that
our treasury is not empty be-
cause of the guarantee schemes,
and instead, there is an unfair
distribution of taxes from the
Centre to the state.”

Siddaramaiah told media
persons in Bengaluru, “Shah has
come to the state empty-
handed”, criticising the delay in
announcing relief for drought-
hit Karnataka.

Congress workers also staged
a protest in Mysuru during
Shah’s visit. (WITHPTI INPUTS)

Congress to end Rahul yatra earlier
than planned, skip most of west UP

Party says decision not linked to reports of RLD ditching INDIA bloc
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi resumes the Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
from Raigarh on Sunday after a two-day break. ANI

teractions with groups on the way,” said
aparty leader. The yatra that was to cul-
minate in Mumbai by March 20 may
now end between March 10 and 14, at
least a week earlier than planned as it
will give Rahul more time to campaign.

Sources said the INDIA bloc has de-
cided to hold its first joint rally later
this month in Karnataka.

Sr Name of Item Quantity EMD Paid Online Tender
Through Fees (Rs.
mptenders.gov.in
1 |Three seater steel bench 158 Nos. 14,694/- 1,000/-
2 |Executive Table 250 Nos. | 75,000/- 3,000/~
' Total 89,700/- 4,000/-

website https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app.

1. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is non refundable and cannot be exempted in any condition & must submit online through

2. Tender document can be download from the website of MP Police (www.mppolice.gov.in)

3. Bids shall be submitted online only at MP Tenders website: https:/mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

4. Critical Date Sheet:

Published Date [
'Bid Document Download Start Date i
'Pre Bid Meeting Date |

Bid Submission Start Date |

Bid Submission End Date |

Bid Opening Date |

results of their qualification as well Price-Bid opening will be intimated later.

G-24044/23

06/02/2024 Time 18:00 PM
07/02/2024 Time 12:00 PM
12/02/2024 Time 16:00 PM
17/02/2024 Time 11:00 AM
26/02/2024 Time 14:00 PM
27/02/2024 Time 16:00 PM

5. Intending Bidders are advised to visit this website regularly till closing date of submission to keep themselves updated as an)-/
change/ modification in the tender will be intimated through this website only by corrigendum / addendum/ amendment.
6. Bids will be opened as per date/time as mentioned in the Tender Critical Date Sheet. After online opening of Technical-Bid the

Sd/-
(D.R. Teniwar)

D.L.G. (Provisioning)
For: Director General of Police M.P.
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RAJYA SABHA CANDIDATES

banks on new

faces, names 14 for
February 27 polls

ENS & PTI
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY T1

THE BJP on Sunday named 14
candidates for the upcoming
Rajya Sabha polls, including for-
mer Union minister R P N Singh
and party spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi from Uttar
Pradesh. In the list, Trivedi is the
only outgoing MP renominated
by the party.

Union minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, who represents
Karnataka in Rajya Sabha, and BJP
chief spokesperson and media
head Anil Baluni, the outgoing
MP from Uttarakhand, have been
replaced with fresh faces amid
indications that they may contest
the upcoming Lok Sabha polls.

Some new names, including
Narayansa K Bhandage from
Karnataka and Devendra Pratap
Singh from Chhattisgarh, are lit-
tle known but have been re-
warded for their years of hard
work for the party, something
the current BJP leadership has
often recognised.

Singh is from the erstwhile
Gond royal family and replaces
Saroj Pandey:.

Senior leader Sushil Kumar
Modi's name did not figure as the
party picked Dharmshila Gupta
and Bhim Singh from Bihar hav-
ing six vacancies. Both the ruling
NDA and the opposition are likely
to win three seats each, going by
their current strengths. The
JD(U), a BJP ally, is likely to name
its candidate for one seat.

None of the Union ministers,
whose terms are coming to an
end, were named in the list amid
a strong possibility that many of
them will contest the Lok Sabha
polls. However, the party is yet
to name many candidates in-
cluding from Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra.

Union ministers Mansukh
Mandaviya and Parshottam
Rupala from Gujarat, Union min-
isters Dharmendra Pradhan and

RPN Singh,
whowas a
minister in
UPA govt, is
among the
candidates

Eﬁ

L Murugan, both of whom rep-
resent Madhya Pradesh, and
Union minister Narayan Rane
from Maharashtra are among
those retiring from the House as
members.

R P N Singh, who comes
from the politically important
Kurmi caste, was in the
Congress before joining the BJP.
He was a minister in the
Congress-led UPA government.

Former Haryana BJP presi-
dent Subhash Barala, a Jat, will
be the party's candidate from the
state and Samik Bhattacharya
from West Bengal.

Besides relying on new faces,
many of whom have been work-
ing in the party organisation for
long, the BJP has maintained a
balance of caste equation in pick-
ing its candidates.

Elections for 56 Rajya Sabha
seats spread across 15 states are
scheduled to be held on February
27, and the last date for filing
nominations is February 15.

The name of BJP president J P
Nadda, whose term from
Himachal Pradeshis comingtoan
end, is not on the list. With the
Congressinpowerinthe state, the
BJP is not in a position to get its
member elected, and Nadda,
sources said, may be brought to
Rajya Sabha from some other state
ormay contest the Lok Sabha polls.

Except for Sudhanshu
Trivedi, none of the nine outgo-
ing BJP MPs from Uttar Pradesh
including Anil Jain, Anil Agrawal
and G V L Narasimha Rao has
been renominated.

The BJP's current strength,
which is less than the previous
Assembly, means that it can en-
sure the victory of seven of its
candidates for 10 vacancies.

Sushmita Dev, journalist

Sagarika Ghose among
four picked by TMC

SANTANUCHOWDHURY
KOLKATA, FEBRUARY 11

THE TRINAMOOL Congress
(TMC) on Sunday announced the
names of four candidates from
West Bengal for the February 27
Rajya Sabha elections. Besides
naming party leaders Sushmita
Dev, Md Nadimul Haque and
Mamata Bala Thakur as its nom-
inees, TMC sprang a surprise
with the candidature of journal-
ist-author Sagarika Ghose.

“We are pleased to announce
the candidature of @sagarik-
aghose, @SushmitaDevAITC,
@MdNadimulHaque6 and
Mamata Bala Thakur for the
forthcoming Rajya Sabha elec-
tions. We extend our heartfelt
wishes to them and may they
work towards upholding
Trinamool's enduring legacy of
indomitable spiritand advocacy
for the rights of every Indian,”
the TMC said in a post on X.

PM-SV ANidhi boosted annual income

of street vendors by X23,000: Study

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY T1

A STUDY that evaluated the
impact of the PM Street
Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi
(PM SVANidhi), a small work-
ing capital loan scheme for
street vendors, has found that
the first tranche 0f310,000 led
toanadditional annual income
0f323,460 for each beneficiary,
The Indian Express has learnt.
The study, commissioned
by the Union Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs,
was carried out between
January and June last year by
the Centre for Analytical
Finance of the Indian School of
Business (ISB). The report will
be used by the Ministry for its
own assessment of PM

SVANidhi and is not likely to be
made public, sources said.

PM SVANidhi was launched
in 2020 to help street vendors
resume their livelihood im-
pacted by the Covid-19 lock-
down, by offering them afford-
able working capital loans. To
begin with, a beneficiary can
avail 10,000 and, upon its re-
payment,320,000. After repay-
ing the second loan, a benefici-
ary is entitled to apply for a
third loan ofX50,000.

Data on the PM-SVANidhi
portal, as seen on Saturday,
showed that 60.65 lakh first-
term loans, 16.95 lakh second-
term loans and 2.43 lakh third-
term loans have beendisbursed
so far under the scheme.

TheISB study covered 5,141
vendors across 100 urban lo-
cal bodies in 22 states, the re-

port said. For 95% of those sur-
veyed, the PM-SVANidhi loan
was their first-ever bank loan,
while for 72% of them said it
was the first business loan, the
report said.

According to the study, 94%
of those beneficiaries who had
availed the first loan of Rs
10,000 said they used it to
make “business investments”.
[t was 98% in case of those who
had availed the second loan.

The firstloan resulted in an
additional income of 1,955
per month, or323,460 in total
during the loan’s one-year du-
ration, the report said, adding
this was in line with the esti-
mates of marginal returns of
small businesses in many
parts of the world, it said.

In the sample, the study
found 13.9% of all the loans dis-

bursed had been classified as
non-performing assets (NPAs),
meaning no payments had
been made for three months
and more. The NPAs were the
highest during Covid-19 pan-
demic and declined over time,
with only 9% of loans disbursed
in 2022 turning into NPA.

The study also found that
the debt-to-income (DTI) ratio
of the beneficiaries (9%) was
lower than what was expected
of small businesses, reflecting
the “high creditworthiness” of
the vendors.

The study found that after
the launch of PM SVANidhi,
there had been no significant
improvement in the street ven-
dors getting formal credit from
other sources — only 9% of the
beneficiaries had loans from
other financial institutions.

Going by the strength of the
Bengal House, four TMC candi-
dates and one from the BJP will
be elected to the Rajya Sabha.

Ifelected, this will be Haque’s
third term in Rajya Sabha since
2012. A writer and journalist, he
is the owner of the Kolkata-based
Urdu daily Akhbar-e-Mashrigq.
Former All India Mahila Congress
chief Sushmita Dev, who joined
the TMCin 2021 and was nomi-
nated to the Rajya Sabha, repre-
sented Silchar in the Assam
Assembly from 2011 to 2014 be-
fore being elected to the Lok
Sabha from Silchar. Thakur be-
longs to the Matua community
that has a strong presence in the
districts of North 24 Parganas and
Nadia. Ghose, a first-time nomi-
nee, has worked for prominent
news publications and TV chan-
nels. In 2012, TMC chief Mamata
Banerjee had stormed outofa TV
show hosted by Ghose after tak-
ing offence ata question asked by
acollege studentin the audience.

EC snatched NCP
from founders,
gave it to others:
Sharad Pawar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

PUNE, FEBRUARY 11

SENIOR POLITICIAN Sharad Pawar
Sunday said the Election
Commission’sdecision toallot the
NCP name and symbol to Ajit
Pawar-led group was “surprising”
as the poll body had “snatched”
the party from the hands of its
founders and given it to others.

“I am confident that people
will not support the Election
Commission ruling against
which we have approached the
Supreme Court,” Pawar told re-
porters in Pune. "The EC
snatched the party from the
hands of those who founded and
builtitand gave it to others; such
a thing never happened before
in the country.”
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Bihar youth who After HC intervenes, 8 FIRs filed  To optimiseits

went to look for

work among
Haldwani dead

AVANEESHMISHRA
HALDWANI, FEBRUARY 11

AMONG THE five dead in the
Haldwani violence, which fol-
lowed a demolition drive at a
mosque and madrasa, is a 24-
year-old from Bihar who had
come to the district in search of
employment.

The body of Prakash Kumar
Singh was found more than 2 km
from the epicentre of the vio-
lence, with gunshot wounds to
the head.

“The body was recovered
around 2-3 km fromthe spot... It
could be a case of personal en-
mity. We will investigate who
killed him and why,” said
Nainital SSP Prahlad Narayan
Meena, adding they are trying to
ascertain what weapon was
used in the murder.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Prakash’s brother-in-law
Ankit Kumar Singh said they
learned of Prakash’s death only
on Saturday, two days after the
violence. Ankit, who lives in
Noida, hurriedly travelled to
Haldwani on receiving the news.

“He went to Haldwani in sea-
rch of work. He might have consu-
lted someone before going. We do
not have any family members
there. He left Bihar on February 7
and reached next day. This was his
first time there. He must have
been clueless about everything.
We thinkviolence started soon af-
ter he got off the trainand reached
Banbhoolpura,” said Ankit.

Prakash had just completed
his Bachelor of Arts and was

Prakash Kumar Singh

looking for a private sector job.
He is survived by his parents and
a younger brother.

“His father is notin a situation
to travel, so I came to collect his
body. In Haldwani, the adminis-
tration arranged an ambulance
for me to take the body back to
our hometown in Bihar. We left
on Sunday around 3 pm and will
reach there on Monday,” he said.

SSP Meena said they will look
into all deaths that took place
during the violence. According
to information provided by the
district administration, the de-
ceased have been identified as
Singh, and Haldwani residents
Faheem Qureshi (30),Zahid (45),
his son Mohammad Anas (16),
and Mohammad Shaban (22).

The family of Faheem Qureshi
has meanwhile alleged he was
shot dead by neighbours when
the violence was unfolding, after
he objected to his vehicle being
set on fire. SSP Meena said they
willlook into the allegations. The
family of Zahid and Anas had
told The Indian Express they both
sustained bullet injuries when
they ventured out to look for
each other during the violence.

in rape case against Sirohi officials

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, FEBRUARY 11

EIGHT FIRs have been registered
against the chairperson of the
Sirohi Municipal Council and the
former acting Municipal Comm-
issioner, who were last year ac-
cused of raping 15-20 women,
following directions by the
Rajasthan High Court, police said.

Sirohi Deputy SP Paras
Choudhary told The Indian
Express that the case against the
two had been sent last year to
the women’s police station for
investigation, and that they had
found the allegations to be false.
However, some complainants
later approached the High Court
seeking the registration of FIRs.

“And in compliance with the
court’s order, we have lodged
eight FIRs in the same case
against the Municipal Council
Chairperson and the former
Municipal Commissioner,” said

ITT-M to conduct
study for campus
in Sri Lanka

New Delhi: The Indian Institute
of Technology Madras will soon
conduct a “feasibility study” to
set up a campus in Sri Lanka, in-
stitute’s Director V Kamakoti
said Sunday.

“Talks with the Sri Lankan au-
thorities are in preliminary stages
for IIT Madras to set up a campus
in that country. Adelegation from
Sri Lanka visited our campus and
soon a delegation will visit Sri
Lanka for a feasibility study,”
Kamakoti told The Indian Express.
[IT-M started its first offshore
campus in Tanzania’s Zanzibar
with Preeti Aghalyam as the di-
rector in November 2023. ENS

CUET UG in hybrid mode this

year, with fewer subje

DEEKSHATERI
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY T1

CONDUCTED ONLINE since its in-
troduction two years ago, the
Common University Entrance
Test-Undergraduate (CUET UG)
will now be held ina hybrid mode
to allow candidates, particularly
those from rural areas, to take the
exam closer home, The Indian
Express has learnt.

Registration for the examina-
tion, conducted by the National
Testing Agency (NTA) on behalf of
the UGC, will likely begin around
February 19, itis learnt.

According to senior officialsin
NTA and UGC, the third edition of
the exam, scheduled to be held
between May 15 and 31, will see
some major changes — from the
format to number of subjects al-
lowed to the difficulty level.

UGC chairman M Jagadesh
Kumar said that for subjects with
higher registration, the test will be
conducted using OMR sheets in-
stead of the Computer Based Test
(CBT) format.

“For the subjects where there
will be a higher percentage of reg-
istrations, we will bring in OMR
(in multiple choice question for-
mat). In thisway, we will be able to

Value addition
to produce will
improve farmers’
quality of life: V-P

Mumbai: Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar Sunday said “value
addition” to farm produce will
bring qualitative improvements
in the lives of farmers.

Addressing aneventin Gondia
district of Maharashtra, Dhankhar
asked CM Eknath Shinde to make
avalue addition torice forits mar-
keting. “I want to tell CM Shinde
to do value addition to rice as its
main marketing point. For the
growth of farmers, value addition
to their produce is important.
Such changes would bring quali-
tative improvements in the life of
cultivators,” he said.

He recalled gold reserves had
once been deposited in Swit-
zerland-based banks to sustain
our economic credibility, butIndia
has progressed. “Indiais currently
the fifth largest economy in the
world. In next two to three years,
we will move ahead of Germany
and Japan,” he said. PTI

Demand
from
® students

EXPLAINE

LAST YEAR, in several
parts of the country such
as J&K and Jharkhand,
where the number of
centres were limited,
candidates complained
about having to travel to
far-off places to sit for the
exam. Many in the
Northeastern states, too,
demanded examination
centres closer home.

conduct the exam for those spe-
cific subjects on one day and in
one shift for all candidates in the
country. We will be able to use
several schools, colleges and edu-
cational institutes as exam halls,
just like we do for other exams
such as NEET. “This will be bene-
fit students, specifically those who
are in rural areas, as they will not
have to travel to far-off places for
the exam,” he said.
Lastyear,around 28 lakh can-
didates sat for CUET UG, with the
highest number of applications
received from Uttar Pradesh.
The examwill be conductedin

ct choices

three shifts on each exam day: 9
am to 11 am, 12.30 pm to 2 pm,
and 4 pm to 5.30 pm. According
to Kumar, the hybrid format will
reduce the number of “exam
days” as well. When asked if this
will bring down the possibility of
the usage of the normalisation
process for result calculation,
Kumar said a decision on this will
be taken as the situation arises.

Number of subjects a candi-
date can choose will be cut from
10tosix. According to Kumar, data
by NTA showed not many stu-
dents were pickingall the 10 sub-
jectoptions. Thelarge large num-
ber of options was also posing
technical difficulties in allotting
exam centres for some students.

“Since few students were
picking the large number of
choices, allotment of centres be-
came very complex. Since our
data shows that most students
were only taking 4 or 5 papers, in
this CUET UG, we will permit stu-
dents to take only 6 test papers,
which would include three do-
main subjects, two languages
and the general test,” Kumar said.

The NTAisalsoworking onen-
suring the difficulty level of the
CUET UG 2024 is kept as moder-
ate to avoid stress among stu-
dents, Kumar said.

Choudhary, who is also the in-
vestigating officer for the case.
“The probe is on,” he added.

Chairperson of Sirohi
Municipal Council Mahendra
Mewara and former Sirohi
Municipal Council acting com-
missioner Mahendra Choudhary
said the allegations against them
were false, and that during the
police’s probe last year, investi-
gators were unable to locate any
of the women or find any evi-
dence. Mewara said a man who
had been involved in a case re-
lated to the grabbing of munici-
pal land was behind these alle-
gations, and that the same man
had got four-five FIRs registered
against Mewara in the past.

In the rape complaint lodged
last year, a woman had alleged
that she and 15-20 other women
had gone from Pali to Sirohi for
recruitment for anganwadi jobs.
She alleged that she met
Mahendra Mewara and

Mahendra Choudhary there, and

they made the women stay at
the place of one of their acquain-
tances. It was alleged that the
food served to women was
spiked with drugs, and once the
women passed out, Mewaraand
“10-15 others” raped them and
recorded videos.

The complaint also claimed
that the accused had black-
mailed the women with videos,
and demanded Rs 5 lakh from
each of them.

The Final Report filed by the
Sirohi police in February 2023 in
the case had concluded that the
case was false.

It had said that none of the
women came forward when the
incident happened “2-3 months”
ago, that they have not specified
any location of the alleged rapes,
that the complainants have not
given any contact number of
theirs or the accused, that the
complaints were sent by postand
not handwritten, and that the
same complaint was copied mul-

AYODHYA DARSHAN

A delegation of 430 legislators led by Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath during a visit to the
Ram temple in Ayodhya on Sunday. Samajwadi Party leaders skipped the event. PTI

tiple times.

The police had also said that
they could not find a single
woman at the given addresses.
Moreover, Choudhary, who was
working as an executive engineer
with the charge of acting munic-
ipal commissioner, had retired in
August 2022, nearly four months
before the allegations were lev-
elled against him. Choudhary
also said that anganwadis come
under the Women and Child
Development Department, and
not the Municipal Council.

Mewara said one Rajendra
Gandhi, who he claimed is ac-
cused of grabbing valuable
Municipal Council land, had been
trying to put pressure on him
with the help of one Ramniwas
Daga, and that they had hatched
aconspiracy tomalign hisimage.

“Gandhi gets Daga to mail fake
complaints against me via post.
Previously, too, he has lodged 4-5
cases against me which were all
found to be false,” Mewara said.

In a first, CAPFs constable exam
to be held in 13 regional languages

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 11

THE MINISTRY of Home Affairs
Sunday announced that for the
first time, the constable recruit-
ment examination in the Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) will
be conducted in 13 regional lan-
guages in addition to Hindi and
English to increase the participa-
tion of local youth in the force.
Around 48 lakh candidates
across 128 cities will appear for
the exam from February 20 to
March 7. “Under the leadership
of PM Narendra Modi and guid-
ance of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, the MHA had de-

cided to conduct the Constable
(General Duty) examination for
recruitment in CAPFs in 13 re-
gional languages in addition to
Hindi and English from January
1 this year. This historic decision
has been taken on the initiative
of Shah toincrease the participa-
tion of local youth in CAPFs and
to promote regional languages,”
an official statement said.

Last year, political leaders in
the southern states had objected
to only Hindi and English being
the language options for the re-
cruitment test.

“Question papers of Constable
(General Duty) examination will
now be prepared in Assamese,
Bengali, Gujarati, Marathi, Mal-

Don’t erect border between Punjab and
India, talk to farmers: CM Mann to Govt

KAMALDEEP SINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR, FEBRUARY 11

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister Bhag-
want Mann urged the central
government not to build a bor-
der between Punjab and India,
while his Delhi counterpart
Arvind Kejriwal alleged that the
BJPis only scared of the AAP and
wants to defame and crush it.
The AAP supremo also accused
the Centre of withholding Rs
8,000 crore funds of Punjab.

Mann made this appeal dur-
ing arally after inaugurating the
GuruAmar Das Ji power plant at
Goindwal Sahib (Tarn Taran dis-
trict) on Sunday. Kejriwal also
participated in the rally at
Sharon village.

Reacting to the Haryana gov-
ernment’s effort to erect heavy
fencing along NHs and other
roads at the Punjab border,
Mann said, “What is happening
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Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann (left) and Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal in Ludhiana on Saturday. P11

in Haryana? They are installing
fencing on the Punjab border.
request the central government
to engage in talks with farmers.
Please avoid creating an India-
Punjab border. Are you establish-
ing a border?.”

Haryana government sour-
ces said the fencing aims to pre-
vent Punjab farmers from enter-
ing Haryana to reach Delhi on

February 13, as farmer unions
have called for a protest in Delhi.

Mann added, “When it
comes to wheat and rice, where
would yougo? The borders open
during those times. We have
been providing you with food,
filling your stomachs. We have
made significant contributions
to the freedom struggle. Our sol-
diers are standing on the border.

Yet, no respect (salute) is given
to some martyrs because they
are Agniveers.” Mann also said
his party will win around 45
seats in the country.

Urging people to vote for AAP,
he said, “Make it 13-0 in Punjab. I
will not let them (Centre) stop a
penny. We have 10 members in
Rajya Sabha, ‘13 from Punjab’,
‘seven from Delhi’, ‘one from
Chandigarh’. Then we have seats
coming from Goa and Gujarat.
Our tally would touch 40-45.”

Addressing the gathering,
Kejriwal said the AAP will win all
seven seats in Delhi. “ Will you
give all 13 seats in Punjab to the
AAP? Raise your hands. If you
give us all 13 seats then they
(Centre) won'’t be able to block
funds,” he said, adding “they
want the AAP to be crushed and
finished... arrest them (their
leaders), defame the AAP”

FULLREPORT
www.indianexpress.com

ayalam, Kannada, Tamil, Telugu,
Odia, Urdu, Punjabi, Manipuri,and
Konkani. Constable GD examina-
tion is one of the flagship exami-
nations conducted by the Staff
Selection Commission (SSC).
Therefore, MHA and SSC have
signed an MoU to facilitate con-
duct of the examination in 13 re-
gional languages,” it stated.

“The decision will result in
lakhs of youth taking part in the
exam in their mother tongue/re-
gional language and improve their
selection prospects. As aresult, the
reach of this examination will in-
crease among the candidates in
the entire country and everyone
will get an equal opportunity for
employment,” it stated.

manpower, Army
outsources ‘key
responsibilities’

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 11

PREPARATIONS FOR defence
training and professional devel-
opment courses, security of non-
sensitive military locations, re-
pair and recovery of stores and
equipment, and other facility
management services are
among the various essential re-
sponsibilities being outsourced
by the Army at present, officials
told The Indian Express.

While these tasks are essen-
tial in the routine functioning of
the Army, they are being out-
sourced as part of a manpower
optimisation plan in the Army,
which aims to sharpen the oper-
ational edge of the force.

Some of these practices, wh-
ich are being implemented by
various commands, have been
identified as best practices. The
Army has asked other com-
mands to replicate them in a
similar manner.

According to sources, a few
veterans are being taken on-
board on contract as instructors
for the conduct of preparatory
courses for career exams, and
this practice may be extended to
Army training establishments as
well.

Language experts are also be-
ing outsourced to train Army
personnel in various foreign lan-
guages. The Indian Express had
reported earlier that the
Territorial Army (TA) has re-
cruited Chinese language inter-

preters for border personnel
meetings and cyber security ex-
perts to support the Army.

Facility management serv-
ices, which are being outsourced,
include food and catering serv-
ices at military hospitals and
hospital waste management
services. Certain medical consul-
tancy services such as psycholo-
gists and other specialists as well
as paramedical staff such as
physiotherapists, speech thera-
pists among others are being
hired where needed.

Other conservancy services
in military stations, manpower
and vehicles for cargo handling
and transportation and reloca-
tion of stores and office assis-
tance are being outsourced
wherever required.

No core function, however,
will be outsourced and any de-
cision on outsourcing of any new
services will have to be first ap-
proved by the Vice Chief of the
Army.

The Indian Express had ear-
lier reported that the exercise is
aimed at sharpening the tooth-
to-tail ratio of the force, sched-
uled for implementation in the
next five years in phases, will see
the chopping of the “tail” ele-
ment of every arm of the force,
not only the supporting arms
and services.

The decision on rightsizing
the Army is based on the inputs
received from all arms and serv-
ices and taking into account the
existing shortage of manpower
in the 12.8-lakh Army.

HC orders CBI probe
into ‘abduction’ of UP
Dalit woman in 2021

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY 11

THE ALLAHABAD High Court has
ordered a CBI inquiry into the al-
leged abduction of a 25-year-old
married Dalit woman from her
parents’ residence in Uttar Pra-
desh’s Fatehpur district in 2021.

Three persons from an upper
caste were arrested in this conne-
ction.The HC order came in resp-
onse to a habeas corpus petition
filed by Kalawati, mother of the
victim Ritu Devi. The court expr-
essed dissatisfaction with the st-
ate authorities, noting they failed
to locate the victim despite mul-
tiple extensions sought by them.

The court said, “The CBIis di-
rected to investigate the matter
and submit a report by the next
date of listing. Let the matter be
listed before the appropriate
courton 21.08.2024.”

Ritu was living with her hus-
band Sumit Kumar after their
marriage in 2019. She visited her
parents’ home in Dalabarakhera
village a few days before her al-
leged abduction. According to her
brother Vikas, a neighbour na-

med Happy Singh took his sister
along on February 23, 2021. “A
few days, later, we spotted Happy
Singh and when we asked him
about Ritu’s whereabouts, he
abused and threatened us. Later,
we came to know Happy’s cousin
Rahi Singh and their uncle Sanjay
Singh were involved. The accused
are from the Thakur community
and are influential,” said Vikas.

Efforts tolodge an FIR against
the suspects were also met with
obstacles, the family alleged.

Kalawati sought help from
the Fatehpur SP and the state
SC/ST Commission, but no FIR
was filed. After a complaint was
lodged on state government’s
portal, a missing report was filed
onMarch 15, 2021. Kalawati then
filed a habeas corpus pleain the
HCin 2021.

Her lawyer, Shivakant Singh
said “while the police arrested
Sanjay Singh, Happy Singh, and
Rahi Singh, the victim remained
untraceable. Sanjay Singh ob-
tained bail and was released.”

A petition was also filed in
the court the police had deliber-
ately omitted the name of Sanjay
Singh as an accused in the FIR.

100 start-ups of X100 crore each by
2030: II'T-BBS rolls out ambitious plan

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, FEBRUARY 11

AIMING TO redefine the entre-
preneurial ecosystem in the re-
gion, Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT) Bhubaneswar has rolled
out 100-Cube Start-Up initiative
under which it intends to create
atleast 100 start-ups worth¥100
crore each by 2036, Odisha's
centennial year of formation.
The institute will soon have an
upgraded Research and Entrepr-
eneurship Park to provide essen-
tial resources, mentorship, seed
capital,and access to potential in-
vestors to the start-ups. The park
is set to expand from its present
20,000 square feet area to about
80,000 square feet over the next
two years with the Union Ministry
of Education grant of X130 crore.
[IT-Bhubaneswar also signed
MoUs with 15 companies to
build strategic collaborations to
achieve the 100-Cube objective.

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhanin
Bhubaneswar, Sunday. P11

“It’'s the dream of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to make
India a developed country. To
achieve the target, the new gen-
eration should be in the role of
job creator instead of job seeker.
We need to enable them as
wealth creators. The start-up
ecosystem is touching a new
high in India,” said Union
Minister for Education and Skill
Development and Entreprene-
urship Dharmendra Pradhan af-

ter launching the initiative. He
said the number of start-ups,
which was only 350in 2014, has
now touched 1.2 lakh.

“To accelerate the start-up
ecosystem in Odisha and to pro-
mote entrepreneurship, IIT-
Bhubaneswar has taken an am-
bitious project of establishing a
Research and Entrepreneurship
Park, which would unite all the
incubation centres inand around
Bhubaneswar,” said Pradhan.

In his speech at the inaugural
event of the initiative, Pradhan dr-
ew parallels between the pr-
oposed park and the historic Ko-
nark temple. He emphasised that
Odisha’s rich history of inno-
vationis evident in the state’s ar-
chitectural marvels and temples.

Hailing the dynamism of
youth and their potential to drive
change, aligning with Modi's vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat, the Union
Minister said the target of creat-
ing 100 start-ups worth X100
crore each can be achieved.
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INVOLVES US ALL

THREE RATNAS

Honour to Rao, Swaminathan and Charan Singh is well-
deserved and politically timed. It should also spur introspection

HE TIMING — AHEAD of Lok Sabha polls — of the Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s decision to confer the Bharat Ratna on Chaudhary Charan Singh and
PV Narasimha Rao, both former prime ministers, may be political. While
the first was a leading anti-Congress voice from the late Sixties to the mid-
Eighties, the latter is someone whom the current ruling dispensation has sought to por-
tray as having gotten a raw deal from the grand old party. But there is no doubt that both
—and the third recipient of the honour, the agricultural scientist, MS Swaminathan —- fully
deserve the nation’s highest civilian award. Narasimha Rao was the father of India’s eco-
nomic reforms. The success of the policy changes he unveiled in 1991 — opening up the
economy to the world and private investment, both domestic and foreign — can be meas-
ured not only by the country’s GDP growing some 13-fold, from $270 billion to $3.5 tril-
lion, since then, but also by subsequent governments not really reversing direction.

While Rao’s market-oriented liberalisation measures unleashed the “animal spirits” of
entrepreneurs in India, the other two men were messiahs, no less, for the farmers of Bharat.
Charan Singh'’s three landmark pieces of legislation in Uttar Pradesh — dismantling the za-
mindari system of intermediaries between the cultivator and the state, enabling consolida-
tion of fragmented holdings, and enforcing land ceiling — transformed the agricultural econ-
omy of northern India during the 1950s and 1960s. It helped create a new socially and
politically empowered middle peasant class in the region. Their economic fortunes rose
with the Green Revolution, whose key architect was Swaminathan. He was the first to recog-
nise the potential of the new high-yielding wheat and rice varieties — less tall with strong
stems that responded well to more fertiliser application and didn’t bend when their ears were
heavy with well-filled grains — and growing them in India. He also strengthened the national
agricultural research system (NARS) that has helped boost yields in other crops as well, in-
cluding through breeding of varieties resistant to pests, diseases and abiotic stresses.

The awarding of Bharat Ratna to the three eminent persons should also be amoment
of introspection. Reforms have delivered growth, but not lessened poverty as much as
was hoped. Rao wouldn’t have been happy with rising inequality and continued misal-
location of resources towards inefficient producer and consumer subsidies. In today’s
times, he may have batted more for direct income support. Charan Singh’s middle peas-
ant has become a prisoner of past success and needs a new formula for boosting incomes
through crop diversification, improved input use efficiency and cutting out intermediaries
in the marketing of produce (similar to the oppressive zamindars of yore). The best trib-
ute to Swaminathan would be to restore the NARS to its former glory. Farmer interest is
better served by more money for research and infrastructure investments, not under-
pricing of fertiliser, electricity and water.

AFTER THE POLL

Question in Pakistan: What can army do with a pliable but
politically illegitimate government vis-a-vis nation’s crises?

HERE IS NO end to the political tragedy of Pakistan, with yet another election

manipulated by its army ending in a deliberately engineered stalemate. As in

the 2018 election — which saw a hung national assembly and the army’s con-

struction of amajority in favour of Imran Khan — Pakistan's army chief, General
Asim Munir now directs the construction of a new ruling coalition. But the electoral process
under Gen Munir has become an even bigger farce than before, thanks to brazen rigging be-
fore and after polling. The Pakistan army's new model of a “hybrid” government — in which
the GHQ in Rawalpindi has an expansive role in governing the polity and economy — failed
todeliver after the 2018 elections. This time, the puppet government installed by Gen Munir
will have even less credibility.

At the heart of the problem has been the deepening contradiction between the massive
popularity of Imran Khan and the army’s determination to destroy his party and persona.
Having built up Imran Khan as the alternative to the traditional leadership, the army was up-
set with Imran'’s attempt to strike out on his own and sought to bring him down. Despite
handing him long sentences for corruption, leaking state secrets, and adultery, and barring
his party (Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf) from contesting the elections, Imran-backed independ-
ents have gained the largest plurality of seats in the National Assembly. Without the alleged
rigging during the counting of votes, it is entirely plausible that Imran Khan would have got
a two-thirds majority in the Assembly. As it put down Imran Khan, the army facilitated the
return of exiled Nawaz Sharif, a three-term prime minister who was ousted from power in
2017 on corruption charges. Yet, it has also been clear the army will not allow Nawaz Sharif
a free hand to run the country. His Pakistan Muslim League has emerged as the largest sin-
gle party, but behind the PTI-backed independents. The Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) has
also won a significant number of seats.

By engineering a fractured mandate — the PTI knocked out, and the PML cut down to
size, Gen Munir will have a big say in the formation of the next government, in which no civil-
ian leader can threaten the army's dominance over the polity and its preferences in policy-
making. Nawaz Sharif has claimed the right to form the new government and has appealed
to other parties to join him. The next few days will see intense bargaining between PML and
PPP under the supervision of the army to structure the new coalition and the distribution of
the fishes and loaves of government. But by keeping Imran Khan locked up and the PTI out
of power in a rigged process, it is not clear how long the new government might last. In the
near term, the big question is what Gen Munir could do with a pliable but politically illegiti-
mate government under him in addressing the challenges facing the nation. These include
unstable borders, the return of violent religious extremism, and a tottering economy. Going
by the army'’s historical record, there is no reason to hold one’s breath.
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WORDLY WISE
IT 1S ONLY WITH UNITED EFFORT AND FAITH... THAT
WE SHALL BE ABLE TO TRANSLATE THE PAKISTAN OF
OUR DREAMS INTO REALITY. — MUHAMMAD ALI JINNAH

Election without winner
59

"'7 S/

It could initiate churning within Pakistan army
about its national role. But it is not likely to

VIvEK KATJU

THE TRUE PROTAGONISTS in the February 8
national pollsin Pakistan were twoindividuals
— Army Chief General Asim Munir and former
Prime Minister and founder of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) party, Imran Khan.
Munir used all levers of state power from be-
hind the scenes and through other institutions
and individuals to try to grind Khan into elec-
toral dust. With results of all 264 general seats
contested in the elections announced, itis cer-
tain, that he has failed to do so.

Khan, imprisoned since early May last year,
convicted innumerous cases which prevented
him from both contesting elections or cam-
paigning, was compelled to make his party
candidates stand as independents. This was
because the Pakistan Election Commission
suspended PTI's symbol. However, despite
these steps and also pressures on Khan’s lead-
ing colleagues, PTI candidates contesting asin-
dependents came through as the single largest
group. They secured more seats (declared so
far) in the National Assembly (93) than either
the Munir favoured party, the Pakistan Muslim
League (N) of the Sharifs (75) or the Pakistan
Peoples’ Party (PPP) of the Bhutto-Zaradaris
(54). This indicates that Khan has retained a
large measure of his voter base amidst very ad-
verse political circumstances.

Asno party has secured a majority, Pakistan
is necessarily heading towards a coalition gov-
ernment. To understand the complexities in
government formation, it is essential to turn
to the Pakistan constitution. It provides for a
National Assembly of 342 members of which
242 (elections were held for 235 seats)aretobe
elected directly. At the same time, 60 seats are
reserved for women which are proportion-
ately filled, on a provincial basis, from lists pro-
vided by parties. It is mandatory for a party to
secure five per cent of the vote to be eligible for
women’s seats. Ten seats are reserved for mi-
norities on a national basis.

As PTI could not contest as a party, it is not
eligible for the women and minorities seats.
Without these seats, no party can geta major-

In the present scenario, it is
the PPP which is crucial to
government formation. It has
retained Sindh and gained in
Punjab too. Munir has no
doubt urged PML(N) and
PPP to join hands in another
version of the pre-election
Peoples Democratic
Movement (PDM)
government led by PML (N)
leader and Nawaz Sharif’s
brother Shehbaz Sharif. Talks
are taking place between the
two on government making
but negotiations will be tough
for there is much at stake for
both parties.

ity in this Assembly. The way out for PTI to be
eligible for women and minority seats would
be for its members to join a small party such
as the one-member Majlis Wahdat-e-
Muslimeen (MWM), which is from Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (KP). This will entitle the PTI,
acting under the banner of the MWM, to
women and minority seats but that will not
get it into power for it will still remain distant
from the presently required majority number
of 168. Other parties, either on theirown orun-
der Munir’s pressure, will not throw in their
lot with Khan.

In the present scenario, it is the PPP which
is crucial to government formation. It has re-
tained Sindh and gained in Punjab too. Munir
has no doubt urged PML(N) and PPP to join
hands in another version of the pre-election
Peoples Democratic Movement (PDM) gov-
ernment led by PML (N) leader and Nawaz
Sharif's brother Shehbaz Sharif. Talks are tak-
ing place between the two on government
making but negotiations will be tough for there
ismuch at stake for both parties. It is more than
probable that, in the end, Munir and his coterie
of generals will make the two parties hammer
out an understanding for the “good of
Pakistan”. It is possible that a PML(N) and PPP
government may not fulfil Nawaz Sharif’s as-
piration to become Pakistan’s Prime Minister
for the fourth time but the PML(N)would fight
for his cause forcefully.

How should these election results be read?
Imran Khan once again swept KP. That is not
surprising for his Pathan heritage has always
resonated with its people. What is interesting
is thatImranretained his base in Punjab, polit-
ically the country’s most important province.
Significantly, the country’s army is largely
Punjabi and on May 9 last year, Imran Khan'’s
supporters attacked army institutions. That
had led toa permanent breach between Munir
and Khan. In the nine months since, the army
has sought to strengthen the narrative that
Khan and PTI are unpatriotic while the army
is the ultimate guardian of its territorial and

ideological integrity. Clearly, the first aspect of
the army’s propaganda did not cutany ice with
Khan’s supporters but it would be wrong to
read this support for Khan as a fatal weakening
of the trust that the Pakistani people, on the
whole, have for the army as aninstitution. This
isespecially soregarding the army’s role in de-
fending the country against its “permanent”
threat, India.

The question is if Imran Khan’s extraordi-
nary performance in these elections in the
mostadverse circumstances will prevail on the
superior judiciary tore-look at his convictions
so that he can come out of prison and play an
active political role. There would be pressures
onthe judiciary and other institutions too with
the large presence of “Khans” Members of the
National Assembly. While the army and the
coalition that will be formed will try to wean
away some of these MNAs, most, fearing ad-
verse voter reactions, would remain loyal to
Khan. It is unlikely that Khan will get judicial
relief in the immediate future but it is equally
unlikely that the courts will not, at some stage,
let him out. If they do so, he will remain in
Pakistan; he is not the kind who will agree to
gointo foreign exile.

It is well known that Khan had a good
measure of support within the army. Munir
ruthlessly dealt with pro-Imran elements, in-
cluding a Corp Commander, after the May 9
incidents. These election results may revive a
positive sentiment in sections of the army for
Imran, which Munir and the ISI will deal with
aniron hand.

There is a section within Pakistan which
wishes the army to become detached from
politics. They may be enthused by these re-
sults, hoping that they may initiate a churning
in the army about its national role. That is un-
likely to happen. The Pakistani army will re-
main both professional and political. And,
Munir will not reduce his antipathy for Khan
for his neckis on the line.

The writeris a former diplomat

CLASSROOM VS COACHING

Only schools can cultivate agency and impart a wholesome education

AMEETA MuLLA WATTAL

IN A significant move, the Ministry of
Education last month announced several
guidelines for coaching centres. This comes
inresponse to concerns about the welfare of
students, student suicides and the unregu-
lated growth of private coaching.

The coaching industry generates a rev-
enue of Rs 6,000 crore annually and is grow-
ing at the rate of 7-10 per cent every year.
There is now coaching not only for NEET or
JEE, but even for CUET, as well as tuitions
across subjects taught in schools. A new
malaise has crept in where children are mov-
ing out of schools after Class X in order to join
dummy schools which admit them without
requiring them to attend classes, so they can
enrol in coaching centres to crack CUET.

This is resulting in those who have opted
for science dismissing the value of school.
The government needs to reconsider its ear-
lier decision to give weightage to board exam
results in applying for competitive exams. If
not, we will lose the franchise of high school
education completely.

Unfortunately, policy makers have not
been able to provide support to students for
the journey beyond school. This has allowed
institutions like Kota to become parallel sys-
tems. Coaching centres, such as those in Kota,
have been established over three decades
and are firmly entrenched in the lives and
minds of Indians.

The National Education Policy goes be-
yond textbooks and lays emphasis on men-
tal health, learning and understanding. It fo-
cuses on a child’s inner needs. Only a school
can develop these concepts.

Children are walking away from class-

The teenage brain is
vulnerable, affecting long-
term personality
development. Young adults
need a lot of downtime
through sleep, social
interaction, reflection,
developing their identities
and articulating their needs.
These aspects are not
addressed in the coaching
culture. In fact, coaching
centres do not even give
enough time to sleep.
Children are not machines —
they need communities that
are nurturing, supportive,
sometimes challenging but
always caring.

room teaching into coaching centres, often
with parental support. A child in senior and
high school needs to be counselled to pre-
vent him or her from succumbing to peer
pressure. This is a mandate for both parents
and schools. If coaching centres are going to
be the foundation of these years, then the
youth of today will become directionless.

We can't measure mental health only by
the number of suicides. There are many acute
and chronic conditions which are unseen.
Children suffer from anxiety and are unable
to cope. The teenage brain is vulnerable, af-
fecting long-term personality development.
Young adults need a lot of downtime through
sleep, social interaction, reflection, develop-
ing their identities and articulating
their needs.

These aspects are not addressed in the
coaching culture. In fact, coaching centres do
not even give enough time to sleep. Children
are not machines — they need communities
that are nurturing, supportive, sometimes
challenging but always caring.

The role of education, defines and rede-
fines itself, particularly in our country, which
is socially and economically diverse, where
deprived sections are increasingly going to
demand their place under the sun by assert-
ing their own identities and aspirations. This
feeds into a highly competitive environment,
which has reduced learning to tuition shops,
thus affecting the emotional stability and
well-being of our children.

Learning is a process, where society re-
flects upon the needs and aspirations of its
children. True education is value imparting
and goal setting. If the child finds that the id-

iom he speaks is at variance with the idiom
of society, he faces a dilemma. Children are
natural actors. They instinctively use pretend
play in order to make sense of the world.
They imitate words and actions, observe and
respond to the environment, create situa-
tions and assume roles. They interact with
peers and arrange space and objects to bring
their stories to life. They direct one another to
respond to each other’s dramas. They ob-
serve and internalise the needs of the soci-
ety around them through which a world
of false expectations is created, which leads
to stress.

We need to engage, discuss, clarify, and
care for the aspirations of our young. As a
country, we need a shared vision, where
well-being is the goal of education and co-
agency is a guiding light.

Students go to school to become purpose-
ful, reflective, and responsible. Agency helps
children to actindependently and make their
own choices. For life to work, our young will
need to innovate, be responsible and sensi-
tive, become creators of products, services
and models for the future, alert to the claims
that others make on them and open to the
deepest emotions.

The obsession with coaching will never
be able to validate and strengthen new ideas,
approaches and research, required for hu-
man flourishing. Prioritising these is the need
of the hour.

The writer is chairperson and executive
director, Education, Innovations

and Training, DLF Schools and
Scholarship Programmes
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ANDROPOV’S FUNERAL

THE FUNERAL OF Soviet President, Yuri
Andropov, will be held at noon in Moscow’s
Red Square, the organising commission an-
nounced. Andropov, 69, who died of cardio-
vascular insufficiency and respiratory arrest,
will be buried with full state and party hon-
ours amidst Communist greats behind the
Lenin Mausoleum. The Soviets have declared
a four-day mourning. The body of Andropov
was placed in the Hall of Columns for mourn-
ers to bid him farewell.

INSAT-1B DEDICATION

THE MULTI-PURPOSE INSAT-1B satellite took

the four corners of India in its embrace as
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi dedicated it to
the nation at Hassan in Karnataka. At a func-
tion held simultaneously at five centres, Mrs
Gandhi, her ministerial colleagues and emi-
nent scientists explained through
Doordarshan how the satellite is being used
for communication, meteorology and radio
and television. She dedicated the satellite to
“peace and service of the people”.

P C SETHI'S LETTER

AKALI DAL PRESIDENT Harchand Singh
Longowal received a letter from P C Sethi,
Union Home Minister, inviting the Akali Dal
to hold tripartite talks for solving the Punjab

problem. Immediately after getting the invi-
tation, Longowal sent word to the SGPC
president Gurcharan Singh Tohra and the for-
mer Punjab chief minister Parkash Singh
Badal, for discussions on the proposed
tripartite talks.

MAQBOOL BUTT HANGED

MAQBOOLBUTT, 50, a Pakistani national and
founder of the Kashmir Liberation Front, was
hanged in Tihar jail at 7.30 am, more than 15
years after he was sentenced to death for mur-
der. The terrorist was buried inside the jail in
a spot adjoining the phansi kothi (death row)
as the authorities said, there was no one to
claim the body.
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The intrusive state

By formalising what had hitherto been in the realm of informal relationships between consenting
adults, Uttarakhand UCC raises constitutional concerns of privacy and personal liberty

THE STATE OF Uttarakhand has attained the
hallowed position of being the first state to
enact a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) under
Article 44 of the Constitution. The UCC would
apply uniformly to people across religions,
not including tribal populations. The criti-
cism againstitis that there has not been suf-
ficient discussion among communities or
even in the state legislature. While many of
its provisions are controversial, anissue that
has raised much public debate is the provi-
sion for mandatory registration of live-in re-
lationships. The Act has entered a totally new
terrain by introducing provisions of formal-
ising what had hitherto been in the realm of
informal sexual relationships between con-
senting adults and raises constitutional con-
cerns of privacy and personal liberty.

The Code requires the partners to notify
the registrar within a month of entering
into a live-in relationship and also while
terminating it.

One fails to understand the purpose for
which the provisions of registering a live-in
relationship have been included in the UCC
drafted by an expert committee which was
headed by Justice (retd) Ranjana Desai of the
Supreme Court. This defeats the very pur-
pose of a live-in relationship as it renders it
on par with a formal marriage, with condi-
tions for entering into a relationship similar
to a marriage contract — monogamy, pro-
hibited degrees of relationships, etc. Also, as
is the case in marriage (and divorce), one has
to register the contract with the registrar at
the time of entering into a relationship and
also at the time of exiting from it. Non-reg-
istration has been rendered a criminal of-
fence with a fine of Rs 10,000 and/or impris-
onment of three months. In case of failure
to produce a certificate of live-in relation-
ship, a term of six months is prescribed on
conviction and/or fine of Rs 25,000. These
stipulations transform the entire relation-
ship from an informal one into one governed
by a draconian and rigid criminal law. The
entire purpose seems to be to dissuade
young couples from entering into such re-
lationships and control their sexuality, and
raises questions about individual privacy
and liberty.

The Code defines this heterosexual rela-
tionship as a “relationship between a man
and a woman” who “cohabit in a shared
household through a relationship in the na-
ture of marriage, provided that such relations
are not prohibited.”

It is reported that when asked about
these provisions, an official in the state gov-
ernment claimed that “concerns over
heinous crimes among live-in couples” was
the key imperative behind this provision. He
further stated: “When the expert commit-
tee went to remote areas in Uttarakhand for
public consultation, incidents (of live-in
crimes) were fresh in the minds of the peo-
ple. During public consultation, parents and
the elderly insisted that there must be some-
thing in law to protect young girls. While per-
sonal freedom is important, protection of
youngsters is also important. The commit-
tee found a way to ensure that.”

But young adults may not want this kind
of state protection which takes away their

freedom to not choose marriage but to stay
ina consensual relationship without the in-
trusion of the state apparatus into their pri-
vate life. This type of protectionist approach
is parochial and patriarchal, as it intrudes
into the domain of privacy which is recog-
nised as a fundamental right in the
Puttaswamy ruling.

The Code provides for maintenance for
a woman “deserted” by her partner, simi-
lar to a married woman. Section 388 states:
“If a woman gets deserted by her live-in
partner, she shall be entitled to claim main-
tenance from her live-in partner, for which
she may approach the competent Court
having jurisdiction over the place where
they last cohabited.”

These relationships are already protected
under the Domestic Violence Act, 2005
where they are termed as “domestic rela-
tionships”. When women in relationships
“in the nature of marriage” complain of do-
mestic violence, they are entitled to claim
maintenance from their partners.

The Code explicitly stipulates that a child
born in a live-relationship is a legitimate
child. This is the prevailing legal position but
under this UCG, it is codified as law.

The proposed law will apply to those liv-
ing in Uttarakhand as well as residents of
Uttarakhand living elsewhere in India.
Section 378 of the Code requires submission
of a statement by those in a live-in relation-

:

Young adults may not want
this kind of state protection
which takes away their
freedom to not choose
marriage but to stay in a
consensual relationship
without the intrusion of the
state apparatus into their
private life. This type of
protectionist approach is
parochial and patriarchal,
as it intrudes into the
domain of privacy which

is recognised as a
fundamental right in the
‘Puttaswamy’ ruling.

CR Sasikumar

ship. “It shall be obligatory for partners to
live-in relationship within the state, whether
they are resident(s) of Uttarakhand or not, to
submit a statement of live-in relationship
under sub-section 1 of section 381 to the reg-
istrar within whose jurisdiction they are liv-
ing,” it further states. “Any resident(s) of
Uttarakhand staying in a live-in relationship
outside the territory of the state, may sub-
mit a statement of live-in relationship under
sub section 1 of section 381 to the registrar
within whose jurisdiction such resident or-
dinarily resides,” it adds.

The most draconian part of this entire
provision is that the registrar, with powers
similar to those granted to the magistrate in
the anti-conversion legislation, can conduct
a “summary inquiry”, summoning the live-
in partners or “any other persons” for verifi-
cation. This has scope for misuse by family
and society at large, besides infantilising
adult women. The registrar is not a judicial
officer unlike the magistrate and has no
training in investigation. The registrar has to
then forward the record to the police station
concerned and, in case either partner is less
than 21 years of age, inform the parents or
guardians (ironically, a girl can marry at 18
without parental permission). With such
stringent stipulations, the entire purpose of
a live-in relationship is totally negated.

The writer is awomen'’s rights lawyer

Securing the sea lanes

Without an Indian carrier force, we could be overwhelmed in home waters

RAjA MENON

IT REQUIRES 30 years to build a Navy, said a
famous Royal Navy Admiral during World
War II, and added that it requires 300 years
to build a tradition. We are not far from
India's independence centenary. The country
will also be the world’s third richest nation
in terms of GDP. What kind of armed forces
will India need in 20477? Certainly not the
force structure of today conceived two or
three decades ago, in the closing years of the
20th century. The Defence Acquisitions
Council has approved, in principle, the need
for a third aircraft carrier. How large should
the carrier be and what will be its role?
Even as we write this, the vital sea lanes of
the country are in peril. Shipping companies
are reluctant to use the Red Sea and the Suez
Canal. Insurance rates for cargo have skyrock-
eted, making both imports and exports cost-
lier, owing to the indiscriminate attacks on
merchant shipping by the Houthis operating
from Yemen. The safety of sea lanes is a gen-
eral public good, and yet only the US and the
UK have retaliated against the Houthis. India,
after which the ocean on which all this occur-
ring is named, is in a defensive posture with
naval ships merely tasked with anti-piracy
patrols. This will hardly dissuade the Houthis,
much less punish them for interfering with
the general world order. In the years to come,
the possibilities of having to fight and win a
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naval battle will gradually recede. Our two
existing aircraft carriers are essentially sea
control ships, built to win naval battles by
conferring air dominance over the ocean.
Only the US, and increasingly the Chinese,
have aircraft carriers that can project power
and influence political decisions ashore by
operating near troublesome shores.

Today, we have the chance to build, buy
or acquire a true aircraft carrier, capable of
operating 70 to 80 strike aircraft or five
squadrons. When a carrier of this nature is
present off the shores of a country, decision-
makers in the capital are constrained in their
freedom to decide what options are open to
them. A classic instance of this strategy is the
presence of the American carrier USS Gerald
Ford off Lebanon, while the Israelis were at-
tacking Gaza. The US, without firing a shot,
kept Hezbollah from interfering and at the
same time deterred Tehran, at whose bid-
ding the Hezbollah operate.

New Delhi was aware that what the
Houthis were doing damaged the national
vital interests of India and its maritime trade.
New Delhi was also aware that the Houthis
would not dare take such a major step with-
out the blessing of the Ayatollahs in Tehran.
India’s External Affairs Minister quite rightly
made a courageous and bold journey to dis-
cuss matters with Teheran. There, he stressed

the cooperative enterprises between Iran
and India and mentioned the aggression by
the Houthis. Now consider how much more
effective the EAM'’s trip to Tehran would have
been if simultaneously, a large Indian aircraft
carrier was operating off Aden. That would
have been a classic instance of the use of
navies as instruments of state policy —
mainly foreign policy.

In 2047, as the world’s third most pow-
erful nation, New Delhi will be expected to
contribute to the maintenance of world or-
der and the public good, and not merely be a
consumer of the public good. This overarch-
ing formula applies to all three armed forces.
No longer will they be able to cocoon them-
selves in a timid defensive posture, con-
cerned only with territorial integrity. In fact,
for the world’s third most powerful nation,
to say that they are obsessed with territorial
invasion would be laughable.

There are deep issues here for the Army
and Air Force. In 2047, India’s GDP would be
in the region of $ 30 trillion. The defence
budget of that at 2 per cent would be approx-
imately $600 billion or roughly what the US
defence budget is today. The Army’s share of
that amount at the present 60 per cent would
be $360 billion. Would anyone contend that
the major portion of $360 billion is spent on
keeping 6,00,000 soldiers guarding the

Himalayan heights? Surely the Indian army
cannot be kept tied down on the border by an
incompetent political class unable to come
to a border settlement with China?

There are similar questions for the Air
Force and Navy. Will the Air Force with a
budget of $150 billion continue to issue a
doctrine that speaks of prioritising territo-
rial air defence? Will the Navy be kept
stunted by limiting it to 40,000-tonne air-
craft carriers? The CDS should be tasked with
some kind of forward planning. The world’s
third most powerful nation will be a regional
power guaranteeing the safety of small na-
tions in the Indian Ocean and South Asia. A
beginning can be made by permitting the
Indian Navy a true power projection aircraft
carrier of about 80,000 tonnes.

The PLA Navy has just commissioned its
third carrier of 80,000 tonnes with three
electro-magnetic catapults. No doubt there
will be more in the pipeline. Beijing is angling
for a direct land route to the Bay of Bengal
through Myanmar, taking advantage of the
insurgency there, in which case we will lose
our Malacca advantage. Without an Indian
carrier force, we may well be overwhelmed
in our home waters.

Menon, a former rear admiral in the navy, is
the author of A Nuclear Strategy for India
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“As war grinds on... and hopes of a breakthrough fade into memory, it is hardly
surprising that grumbling increases, scrutiny of Kyiv’s decisions grows more
marked, and politicians and oligarchs look to their own interests again. Yet people
are still anxious not to be exploited by Russia’s propaganda mill.” —THE GUARDIAN

Facing the future

Interim budget reflects political confidence
to address economic challenges

SUsHIL KUMAR MODI

MORE THAN a decade ago, the world of
global high finance was agog with
monikers and acronyms such as the
Fragile Five and PIIGS. If the latter was
about the massive debt crisis faced by
some European countries, the other com-
prised an eclectic mix of emerging mar-
ket economies that had become too de-
pendent on unreliable foreign
investments to finance their growth am-
bitions. Amongst these was India, then
under the stewardship of a pioneering
economist as prime minister and an intel-
lectual finance minister.

The journey from this state of gloom
and economic stasis to the only “bright
spot” in the world can without a doubt be
attributed to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his team. As we head into the
general elections in the next few months,
the handling of the economy is the bright-
est star in the PM'’s report card. This eco-
nomic context and political confidence re-
flected in the interim budget.

Against the expectations of a populist
budget, the government stayed true to its
mission of keeping India’s long-term ben-
efits at the heart and has not been swayed
by short-term electoral gains that are often
achieved with giveaways. It has strength-
ened the foundations on which the path to
Viksit Bharat will rest.

The last 10 years have seen structural
changes necessary to achieve sustainable
economic growth. Among them is the fo-
cus on creating infrastructure — hard, so-
cial and digital. This has continued in the
latest budget. The expenditure on infra-
structure is proposed to be enhanced by
another 11.11 per cent resulting in Rs 11.11
lakh crore,a tripling of the outlay in the
last four years.

This time the emphasis is on railways.
Economic railway corridors for port con-
nectivity, high traffic density and energy,
minerals and cement will improve logis-
tics, reduce costs and improve passenger
train operations. Upgrading of as many as
40,000 regular rail bogies to Vande Bharat
standards will enhance passenger safety
and convenience. There are provisions for
buying new engines, laying new tracks and
doubling existing ones.

To support the states in their capital
expenditure, the scheme of 50-year inter-
est-free loans to states will continue and
it will have an outlay of Rs 1.3 lakh crore.
Another Rs 75,000 crore, as a 50-year
interest-free loan, has been proposed
to support milestone-linked reforms by
state governments.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The plan to enable rooftop solarisation
of 1 crore households will further India’s
sustainability goals and offer common
Indians free electricity up to 300 units. This
is without being fiscally profligate.
Additionally, excess solar power generated
can be sold back to the grid leading to mon-
etary gains. This is estimated to lead to sav-
ings of Rs 15,000 to Rs 18,000 per annum
for every household.

While India has made remarkable
strides under the Make in India pro-
gramme and manufacturing activity has
significantly grown in the last few years, to
sustain it, India needs to build a robust in-
novation and research ecosystem. As a fol-
low-up to the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation Act, 2023, the gov-
ernment has announced a corpus of Rs 1.5
lakh crore with a 50-year interest-free loan.
The corpus will provide long-term financ-
ing or refinancing to encourage the private
sector to scale up research and innovation
significantly in sunrise domains.

The government's focus on women has
been further extended. Now ASHA work-
ers, Anganwadi workers and helpers, num-
bering about 35 lakh, will benefit from
healthcare coverage under the Ayushman
Bharat scheme. A campaign to cover young
girls with the cervical cancer vaccine will
be an important preventive healthcare
measure. Self Help Groups (SHGs) run by
women are transforming our rural socio-
economic landscape with empowerment
and self-reliance. While nearly one crore
women have become Lakhpati Didis, the
government plans to enhance its target to
make three crore Lakhpati Didis.

The government’s “housing for all” pro-
gramme addresses the needs of the poor
in a big way. Under the rural programme,
an additional two crore houses will be built
in the next five years. It now plans to launch
a scheme to help deserving sections of the
middle class “living in rented houses, or
slums, or chawls and unauthorised
colonies” to buy or build their own houses.

While the government has not intro-
duced any new taxesit has, inline with its
vision to improve ease of living and im-
prove taxpayer services, decided to with-
draw outstanding direct tax demands up
toRs 25,000 for the period up to the finan-
cial year 2009-10 and up to Rs 10,000
for financial years 2010-11 to 2014-15.
This is expected to benefit about a
crore tax-payers.

The challenges of over a decade ago are
now a distant nightmare — this has been
possible only because of a sustained focus
on the development of the country while
keeping in mind every marginalised sec-
tion of the society. As the PM often says,
the country’s progress coincides with
the progress of the poor, women, youth
and farmers.

Now is the time to pursue the goal of
Viksit Bharat with all the vigour at the com-
mand of the nation.

The writer is Rajya Sabha MP and former
deputy chief minister of Bihar

A LESS SHINY RATNA

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A political
ratna’ (IE, February 10). Even if the
prime minister and president have the
sole authority to name Bharat Ratna
awardees, they must do so objectively.
The days when national sentiments
strongly supported the choice of recip-
ients of the award seem long over now.
The recent back-to-back conferment
of the medal on a few popular figures
of abygone erareveals underlying po-
litical motives just as general elections
are approaching. Following the conse-
cration of the Ram temple in Ayodhya,
the BJP is now firing every cylinder to
accomplish PM Modi’s lofty target of
400 Lok Sabha seats for the NDA. The
announcement of the Bharat Ratnaon
long-deceased persons may have been
a masterstroke in the eyes of his fol-
lowers, but it has certainly diminished
the dignity of the award.

Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru

MORAL POLICING

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Let them
live’ (IE, February 10). Religious com-
munities are free to practise their faith
in their own ways in India. How, then,
can they be brought under the
Uniform Civil Code? The Uttarakhand
Assembly has passed the UCC Bill,
which may serve as a template for
other BJP-run states to enact similar
legislation ahead of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions this year. AUCCis expected to ap-
ply to all people and communities in
the country. But exemption of tribal
communities from its scope has given
rise to the charge that the UCC may be
specifically targeted against the mi-
norities. Further, the government
should not regulate live-in relation-
ships, as it seems like a veiled attempt
at moral policing.

S SPaul, Nadia

RAO’'S WISDOM

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Bharat
Ratna PV Narasimha Rao, Charan
Singh, M S Swaminathan’ (IE, February
10). The award to the ninth prime min-
ister of India comes too late. One
wishes the award had been conferred
upon him in 2014 when the BJP gov-
ernment came to power. [ remember
the radio broadcast by PM Rao in 1991
which he concluded saying, “Hum
yashasvi honge” (We will acquire
fame). True to his word, he kept his
tryst with fame when he saved the
Indian economy, which was teetering
on the brink of a collapse. When the
BJP criticised his policies in Parliament,
he silenced them with the Sanskrit
shloka which says that the wise should
save half when allis in danger of being
drowned. It requires uncommon
courage and wisdom to think out of
the box and take along with you the
critics in your own party and in the
Opposition. Rao displayed this courage
and wisdom.

Narendra Dani, Lucknow

WORK-LIFE BALANCE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Connect,
disconnect’ (IE, February 9). The
Closing Loopholes Bill passed in the
Australian Parliament has the poten-
tial to create a favourable transforma-
tion in the workplace atmosphere.
Whether it is a gig worker or an em-
ployee in the unorganised sector,
everyone deserves the right to have
personal time and strictly adhere to
the designated working hours. Itis un-
ethical to expect employees to be avail-
able for emails and calls during their
leisure time. Additionally, providing
job security to workers can serve as a
motivating factor that may enhance
workforce productivity.

Kamia Namitha, Bengaluru
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Britains King Charles
Il and Queen Camilla
in Norfolk, Sunday. Ap

UNITED KINGDOM
King Charles
thanks public for
supportafter
cancer diagnosis

London: Britain’s King
Charles III Sunday ex-
pressed his “heartfelt
thanks” to the British
public for their messages
of support ever since his
cancer diagnosis was re-
vealed by Buckingham
Palace this week. The 75-
year-old monarch wrote
the message from his
royal estate at
Sandringham in Norfolk,
eastern England, in which
he also expressed his
“lifelong admiration” for
the work done by cancer
charities. On Sunday, a
smiling King Charles also
attended church on the
estate — the first time
since his diagnosis. He
briefly waved at photog-
raphers as he walked up
to St. Mary Magdalene's
church, accompanied by
Queen Camilla. PTI

UNITED STATES
Judgeorders
Musk to testify
in panel probe

New York: A federal judge
ordered Elon Musk to tes-
tify again in the US
Securities and Exchange
Commission’s probe of
his $44 billion takeover of
Twitter, giving the regu-
lator and the billionaire a
week to agree on a date
and location for the inter-
view. US Magistrate Judge
Laurel Beeler's order for-
malised a tentative ruling
she made in December
that sided with the regu-
lator. The SEC sued Musk
in October to compel him
to testify as part of a probe
into his 2022 purchase of
Twitter. Musk refused to
attend it. REUTERS

UNITED KINGDOM
Indian pleads
guilty tokilling
19-year-old wife

London: A 24-year-old
Indian man charged with
the murder of his 19-year-
old wifeatahome insouth
London last year has
pleaded guilty to the
crime. Sahil Sharma was
arrested at the scene at Ash
Tree Way in Croydon, the
couple's residential ad-
dress, on suspicion of the
murder of Mehak Sharma
on October 29 evening.
When he appeared in cus-
tody at Kingston Crown
Court on Thursday, he
pleaded guilty to the mur-
der of Mehak. Both are
Indian nationals. PTI

SOMALIA

Attackkills 3
Emiratitroops,
1 Bahrain officer

Dubai: The al-Qaida-
linked militant group al-
Shabab claimed an attack
that killed three Emirati
troops and a Bahraini mil-
itary officer on a training
mission at a military base
in the Somalia capital, au-
thorities said on Sunday.
The attack on Saturday
targeted the troops at the
General Gordon Military
Base in Mogadishu.
Details about the attack
and whether it killed oth-
ers remained scarce on
Sunday, though Somalia
President Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud offered his
condolences to the UAE
for the loss of troops. AP

10 THE WORLD

PETITIONS ALSO AGAINST VICTORIES OF NAWAZ SHARIF, HIS DAUGHTER MARYAM

Pleas flood Pak courts as candidates
backed by Imran challenge poll results

Results were
manipulated to
deprive PTI of its
majority:Party

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, FEBRUARY 11

PAKISTAN COURTS have been
flooded with petitions by losing
candidates who challenged the
provisional results in their con-
stituencies within days after the
highly polarised general elec-
tions, it emerged on Sunday.

Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) party
claimed that its supported can-
didates have won the maximum
number of seats but the results
were manipulated to deprive it
of the majority, and in order to
turn the tide, its losing candi-
dates have thronged the courts.

According to a report in the
Dawn newspapet, a vast major-
ity of those filing challenges
against results are PTI-backed in-
dependents, including high-pro-
file politicians such as former
Punjab chief minister Parvez
Elahi and his wife Qaisera, for-
mer Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
finance minister Taimoor Jhagra
and ex-KP speaker Mahmood
Jan, Islamabad-based lawyer
Shuaib Shaheen, former Punjab
health minister Dr Yasmin
Rashid, as well as Rehana Dar,
mother of Usman Dar who was
in-charge youth affairs in the PTI
government.

Supporters of former PM Imran Khan’s party block Peshawar-Islamabad motorway as part
of their protest demanding free and fair results of the polls, in Peshawar on Sunday. Reuters

VOTERS SHOUTED
LOUD, RESPECT THEIR
MANDATE: PRESIDENT

Islamabad.: Pakistan
President Dr Arif Alvi
Sunday said the voters, par-
ticularly women and youth,
have “not only spoken but
shouted out loud their will"
inthe general elections and
urged all political parties
and institutions to “respect
and recognise" the huge
mandate of the citizens. Alvi
was a senior member of the
PTI party before former PM
Imran Khan made him the
President in 2018. “I must
congratulate the people of
Pakistan, especially the
women for coming out in
huge numbers, withstand-
ing all pressures and stand-
ing up for democracy.” PTI

In Lahore, the victories of
PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif,
his daughter Maryam Nawaz,
PML-N Attaullah Tarar and for-
mer defence minister Khawaja
Asif were assailed in separate pe-
titions before the high court al-
leging manipulation of Form47s,
which showed consolidated re-
sults of every constituency. The
petitioners claim that they were
successful against their oppo-
nents as per the Form 45, show-
ing results of individual polling
stations, handed to them.
However, in their absence, their
victories were allegedly turned

Sunak: Totally up for
the fight to win polls

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, FEBRUARY 11

BRITISH PRIME Minister Rishi
Sunak has said he is “totally up
for the fight” of pitching his poli-
cies to the electorate to win an-
other term for the governing
Conservative Party as he pre-
pares for a general election ex-
pected to take place in the sec-
ond half of the year.

In an interview with The
Times this weekend, the 43-year-
old British Indian leader said he
had reasons to be optimistic be-
cause the economy was “point-
ing in the right direction” and
that the “future is going to be
better”.

“Because economic condi-
tions have improved, because
the plan is working, you are

starting to see mortgage rates
come down and we have been
able to cut taxes. I do believe
those pressures are starting to
ease and that hopefully over the
course of this year, we can con-
tinue to make even more
progress,” he said.

Inamessage as much for the
voters as for the rebels within his
own Tory ranks, the
Conservative leader reiterated
his plan to cut taxes for the hard-
working people of the country.

“It'sbecause those are my val-
ues, those are the values of my
party. It's one where hard work
should be rewarded. Actually, the
best way to express that through
the tax system is to cut people's
taxes so when they are working
hard they get to enjoy more of the
rewards of that for themselves
and their family,” hesaid. ~ PTI

Hungarian President quits
over sex abuse case pardon

Budapest: The president of
Hungary,aloyal and largely pow-
erlessally of the country’s author-
itarian prime minister, Viktor
Orban, resigned on Saturday amid
a public outcry over her pardon-
ing of a man implicated in a sex
abuse scandal at a children’s
home. President Katalin Novak, an
outspoken champion of tradi-
tional values and Hungary’s for-
mer minister of family affairs, an-
nounced her resignation on
television, the latest in a series of
prominent figures in Orban’s con-
servative governing Fidesz party
felled by sex scandals.

& Katalin
Novak

She quit as president,a mostly
ceremonial office she has held
since 2022, in response to wide-
spread outrage, including within
Fidesz, overrevelations thataman
she pardoned last year had been
convicted of covering up sexual
abuse at a state-run children’s
home.The man was among more

than 20 people pardoned by
Novak last April. NYT

into defeats in the Form 47.

In PP 146 Sialkot, Omar Dar's
wife, Ruba Omar, has challenged
the election results. According to
Form 45, Ruba Omar has won,
but she was evidently defeated
in Form 47 due to collusion.

Maryam's victory from NA-
119 has been challenged by in-
dependent candidate Shahzad
Farooq, alleging that the presid-
ing officers did not provide Form
45, and the returning officer is-
sued the result in his absence.
Farooq claims to have won
against Maryam but was de-
feated due to rigging.

PML-N's Atta Tarar's victory
from NA-127 has been chal-
lenged by Zahir Abbas Khokhar,
who claimed that Tarar has lost
according to Form 45 but de-
clared himself victorious in Form
47 with evident collusion.

In Karachi, three PTI candi-
dates moved the Sindh High
Court, arguing that the election
watchdog, Returning Officer
(ROs), those who compiled Form
47, and others flouted electoral
laws and rigged the entire
process.

The challengers include PTI
provincial chief Haleem Adil

Sheikh, Arsalan Khalid and ad-
vocate Khalid Mehmood, who
contested in NA-238 (East-1V),
NA-248 (Central-I1I)and NA-231
(Malir-III), respectively.

The PTI Sindh president ar-
gued that as per the Form 45 ob-
tained by his election agents
from all polling stations, he had
a clear lead of around 65,000
votes, but MQM-P's Sadiq
Iftikhar was shown as the win-
ner from NA-238 with over
54,000 in the impugned Form
47, while the petitioner was
placed on second position with
over 36,800 votes. PTI

A displaced Palestinian man gets a haircut in Rafah on Sunday. Reuters

Pushed into a corner, people in
Rafah fear Israeli ground assault

AGENCIES
RAFAH,DOHA, FEBRUARY 11

THE ABU Mustafa family's tent is
hard against the high concrete
and metal fence separating Gaza
from Egypt in Rafah, the last rel-
atively safe place in an enclave
devastated by Israel's military of-
fensive, but one that may now
also come under attack.

The family is among more
than a million Palestinians now
crammed into the area around
Rafah. “Every day, we're on the
run. Being displaced is tough be-
cause I have two daughters with
disabilities. I can't carry them
around. I don't have a car or a
cart,” said Laila Abu Mustafa.

“If there will be more dis-

placement, 'm not moving,” she
said. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said in an
interview aired on Sunday that
“enough” of the 132 remaining
Israeli hostages held in Gaza are
alive to justify Israel’s war.

“We're going to try to do our
best to get all those who are alive
back and, frankly, also the bod-
ies of the dead,” he said.
Netanyahu also said that one
Palestinian civilian has been
killed for every Hamas fighter
killed in Gaza.

Meanwhile, Egypt is threaten-
ing to suspend its peace treaty
withIsraelifIsraeli troops are sent
into Rafah, where it says fighting
could force the closure of Gaza’s
main aid supply route, two
Egyptian officials.

Missing 6-yr-old
girl found dead

Gaza: A 6-year-old Palestinian
girl and the two rescuers who
went looking
for her nearly
two weeks ago
were found
dead on
Saturday, the
Palestine Red
Crescent said,
Two res-
cuers with the
Red Crescent were dispatched in
anambulance on the evening of
Jan. 29 to find Hind Rajab, who
was believed to be trapped in a
vehicle in Gaza City with six
dead family members. NYT

Hind Rajab

63 PEOPLE MISSING
PHILIPPINES LANDSLIDE TOLL RISES TO 54

The death toll from a massive landslide that hit a gold-mining village in the southern
Philippines has risen to 54 with 63 people still missing, authorities said Sunday. The
landslide hit the mountain village of Masara in Davao de Oro province Tuesday. AP
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Donald Trump speaks at a Get Out The Vote rally at Coastal
Carolina University in Conway on Saturday. AP

Trump says warned
NATO allies: Pay up
or will tell Russia to
do whatever it wants

AGENCIES
NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 11

REPUBLICAN FRONT-RUNNER
Donald Trump said Saturday
that, as president, he warned
NATO allies that he “would en-
courage” Russia “to do whatever
the hell they want” to countries
that are “delinquent” as he
ramped up his attacks on foreign
aid and longstanding interna-
tional alliances.

Speaking at a rally in Conway;,

House spokesperson Andrew
Bates, asked about Trump's com-
ments, said, "Encouraging inva-
sions of our closest allies by mur-
derous regimes is appalling and
unhinged - and it endangers
American national security,
global stability and our economy
athome.”

Top western officials criti-
cised Trump’s remark.

“Any suggestion that allies
will not defend each other un-
dermines all of our security, in-
cluding that of the US, and puts

South Carolina, American and
Trump recounted European soldiers
astory he hastold @ ‘ at increased risk”,
before about an said NATO
unidentified " Secretary General
NATO member m Jens Stoltenbergin
who confronted a written state-
hﬁm over ctllis THE WHITE merliﬁ;\“TA(;ly qtltlalg:k
threat not to de- on will be
fend members HOUSE met with a united
who fail to meet and forceful re-

NATO’s defense spending targets.
But this time, Trump went further,
saying had told the member that
he would, in fact, “encourage”
Russia to do as it wishes in that
case. “You didn't pay? You're
delinquent?” Trump recounted
saying. “No [ would not protect
you. In fact, I would encourage
them to do whatever the hell
they want. You gotta pay. You
gotta pay your bills.” .

Unhinged, says White
House; allies react

The White House rejected
comments made by Trump about
not protecting NATO allies froma

potential Russianinvasionas “ap-
palling and unhinged.” White

sponse,” he added.

Polish Defence Minister
Wiladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz
wrote on X: “NATO's motto 'one
for all, all for one' is a concrete
commitment. Undermining the
credibility of allied countries
means weakening the entire
NATO". "No election campaign is
an excuse for playing with the
security of the Alliance."

Germany's foreign ministry
posted the message 'One for all
and all for one' with the hashtag
#StrongerTogether onits English
language X account. EU Council
President Charles Michel said:
"Reckless statements on
#NATO's security and Art 5 soli-
darity serve only Putin's interest.”

Russia launches 45 drones
as Zelenskyy continues
war cabinet reshufﬂe

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KYIV, FEBRUARY 11

RUSSIAN FORCES launched 45
drones over Ukraine Sunday in a
five-and-a-half-hour barrage, of-
ficials said, as Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy continued
the reshuffle of his war cabinet as
the war enters its third year.

In a statement, the Ukrainian
air force said it had shot down 40
of the Iranian-made Shahed
drones over nine different regions,
including on the outskirts of the
country's capital, Kyiv.

The five-and-a-half-hour at-
tack targeted agricultural facilities
and coastal infrastructure, officials
for Ukraine's southern defense
forces wrote on Telegram. They
said that a strike in the Mykolaiv
region had injured one person,
sparking a fire and damaging
nearby residential buildings.

Kyiv announced Sunday that
former deputy defense minister
Lt. Gen. Alexander Pavlyuk would

Alexander Pavlyuk, the
new commander of
Ukraine ground forces

become the new commander of
Ukraine's ground forces. The post
was previously held by Col. Gen.
Oleksandr Syrskyi, who was
named on Thursday as the re-
placement for Ukraine's outgoing
military chief, Gen. Valerii
Zaluzhnyi.

New presidential decreesalso
named Yurii Sodol, the former
head of Ukraine's marine corps, as
the new commander of Ukraine's
combined forces; Brig. Gen. Ihor
Skibiuk as commander of
Ukraine's air assault forces; and
Maj. Gen. Ihor Plahuta as com-
mander of Ukraine's territorial de-
fense forces.

AT A TIME OF TURMOIL FOR BRITAIN’S ROYAL FAMILY, EXHIBITION PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO LIVES OF A FORMER KING 8 QUEEN

‘Feel a bit like Gulhver Peek into a lOO-year-old royal dolls’ house

MEGAN SPECIA
LONDON, FEBRUARY 11

THESILVER crown is set with dia-
monds. Rubies, sapphires, emer-
alds and seed pearls are peppered
through the design. And the red
velvet cap inside would be fit to
cushion the head of a monarch.

Except that the whole thing is
only aninch tall.

The jeweled miniature,a copy
of Britain’s Imperial State Crown,
is part of Queen Mary’s Dolls’
House, on display at Windsor
Castle outside London, where the
everyday objects, luxuries and cu-

Epﬂper..ne'ss.cnm

riosities of royal life in the early
20th century are reproduced at
one-twelfth scale.

Scrutiny of Britain’s royal fam-
ily was supercharged this past
week by the announcement of
King CharlesIII's cancer diagnosis,
which followed the hospitalisa-
tion of Catherine, Princess of
Wales, in January.

But while the modern monar-
chy findsitself under a sometimes
unwelcome microscope, the dolls’
house has for a century allowed
visitors to peer inside the rooms
of a palace —albeit at a tiny scale.

The house was given to Queen
Mary, the wife of King George V,

Queen Camilla views Queen Mary’s Dolls’ House, which is on
display in Windsor, England. NyT

in 1924, not as a child’s toy, but as
a carefully constructed depiction
of the best of British craftsman-
ship for a royal who loved all
things miniature.

AJanuary 1924 report in The
Times of London described how
Queen Mary, then 57, had in-
spected her gift “and expressed
the keenest appreciation of its
wonders,” which included run-
ning water and electric lifts.

To celebrate the centenary, vis-
itors can now get closer to items
normally housed inside, like the
famed miniature crown, with a
selection presented in a special
display outside its walls.

“It’s got this instant charm,”
said Kathryn Jones, a senior cura-
tor at the Royal Collection Trust.
“But also as you dig into it, I think
you find it'’s quite layered.”

Windsor Castle’s steady
stream of guests often gaze up-
ward: at the impressively large
Round Tower fortress that looms
over the palace grounds, at the or-
nate ceilings of the formal ban-
quet hall, and at the murals hung
high on imposing walls.

But now they are also being
encouraged to gaze down at the
painstaking details of the dolls’
house, with some of its teeniest
artifacts placed in low cases to

benefit close inspection.

On arecent winter afternoon,
two women crouched to look at
the miniatures, which are on dis-
play in the Waterloo Chamber.
There is a tiny grand piano, com-
plete with working keys; a Singer
sewing machine with small reels
of thread; and a Hoover vacuum
cleaner; its cord carefully wrapped
around its handle.

As Jones, the curator, noted:
“You start to see the world in a
very different way because you
are looming over these tiny little
things.”

“Youdo feel abit like Gulliver,”
she added. NYT
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What Charan Singh did for farmers’ welfare

Singh’s land reform laws created a new socially and politically empowered middle peasantry, which saw its economic fortunes rise with the Green Revolution.

HARISH DAMODARAN

“THERE ARE officers in the Agriculture
Department who cannot distinguish between
abarley plant and a wheat plant and those in
the [Irrigation] Department who do not know
how many waterings and at what time a cer-
tain crop required”. That was Chaudhary
Charan Singh in a document dated March 21,
1947, titled ‘Why 60% of Services Should Be
Reserved for Sons of Cultivators’. It was the
clearest articulation of his position on guar-
anteeing representation for the “sons or de-
pendents of the actual tillers of the soil” in gov-
ernment jobs and seats in publicly funded
educational institutions.

Singh was Union home minister in the
Morarji Desai-headed Janata Party govern-
ment that appointed the Backward Classes
Commission under BPMandal in January 1979.
Its report led to the announcement of 27%
reservations for OBC (other backward classes)
communities, in addition to Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes (SC/ST).

Town versus Village
Although he backed the setting up of the

Mandal Commission, Singh insisted that
reservations for farmers had nothing to do
with caste, which “has had its day” and “must
be abolished”. Except in regard to SC/STs, the
caste of a candidate “should not be inquired
into while seeking admission into an educa-
tional institution or public service”.

For Singh, the principal line of division in
Indian society was between cultivators and
city-dwellers. The latter “lord it over the poor
peasantry and...have little sympathy with
the troubles of the agriculturalists”. The
town-bred non-agriculturalist “calls his poor
countryman from the village a ‘dehat?’, ‘gan-
war’ or ‘dahqgani’ in the same contemptuous
tone in which a heaven-born European
flings...'native’...[at all] Indians without dis-
tinction”. This was despite agriculture em-
ploying nearly 70% of India’s workforce and
generating 54% of its GDP in 1950-51.

Singh saw reservations as a means “to set
right the principle on which privileges of en-
tering government service are enjoyed by
one class of town dwellers, businessmen,
traders and profession followers...”

Singh was struck by a 1961 survey that
showed only 11.5% of Indian Administrative
Service officers had agricultural family back-
grounds, while 45.8% had fathers who were
government servants. He, therefore, not only
proposed 60% reservations for farmers’ chil-
dren, but also ineligibility for government
jobs to those whose parents had already ben-
efited from public employment.

Reservations, Singh argued, would actu-
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Haldwani violence:

TR )

hat is Nazo__ol land

Police check documents of commuters during a curfew at Banbhoolpura
area in Haldwani on Sunday. P11

governments.

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY T1

How does the government use

Nazool land?

VIOLENCE ERUPTED in Uttarakhand’s
Haldwani district Thursday (February 8)
after the administration conducted a
demolition drive at the site of a mosque
and madrasa, allegedly on Nazool land,
killing five and injuring at least 12.
What is Nazool land? How is such
land used? And was the land where the
demolition drive took place, Nazool land?

What is this land?

Nazool land is owned by the govern-
ment but most often not directly admin-
istered as state property. The state gen-
erally allots such land to any entity on
lease for a fixed period, generally be-
tween 15 and 99 years.

In case the lease term is expiring, one
can approach the authority to renew the
lease by submitting a written application
to the Revenue Department of the local
development authority. The government
is free to either renew the lease or cancel
it — taking back the Nazool land.

In almost all major cities of India,
Nazool land has been allotted to differ-
ent entities for a variety of different pur-
poses.

The government generally uses

Nazool land for public purposes like
building schools, hospitals, Gram
Panchayat buildings, etc. Several cities in
India have also seen large tracts of land
denoted as Nazool land used for housing
societies, generally on lease.

How is Nazool land governed?

While several states have brought in

government orders for the purpose of
framing rules for Nazool land, The Nazool
Lands (Transfer) Rules, 1956 is the law
mostly used for Nazool land adjudication.

[s the Uttarakhand land where the

mosque and madrasa were located regis-
tered as Nazool land?

As per the Haldwani district admin-

istration, the property where the two
structures are situated is registered as the
Nagar Nigam’s (Municipal Council’s)
Nazool land. The administration says that
for the last 15-20 days, a demolition drive
has been underway in connection with
Nagar Nigam properties to free roads
from traffic congestion.

“A notice, issued on January 30, re-

quired the encroachment to be removed

within three days or for ownership doc-

How did Nazool land emerge?

During British rule, kings and king-
doms which opposed the British fre-
quently revolted against them, leading to
several battles between them and the
British Army. Upon defeating these kings
in battle, the British would often take
their land away from them.

After India got Independence, the
British vacated these lands. But with
kings and royals often lacking proper doc-
umentation to prove prior ownership,
these lands were marked as Nazool land
— to be owned by the respective state

uments to be provided. On February 3,
several locals visited the Nagar Nigam to
discuss with our team. They submitted
anapplication and requested time to ap-
peal to the High Court, agreeing to abide
by the court’s decision,” the DM said, in-
sisting that the demolition took place af-
ter the court’s go ahead.

However, Shakeel Ahmad, Councillor

of Ward Number 31, where the incident
took place, said that the locals had re-
quested the administration to wait till the
next date of hearing in the High Courton
February 14.
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ally improve efficiency in government de-
partments: The agriculturalist’s son “by rea-
son of the surroundings in which he is
brought up, possesses strong nerves, an in-
ternal stability, a robustness of spirit and a
capacity for administration...his hands and
heart will not tremble in a crisis as those of a
soft person from the city”.

He would react differently to the farmer
whose crop has been destroyed by hailstorm
than the normal Tahsildar or Deputy
Collector who “fixes a dozen dates for hear-
ing a petty suit of [even Rs 100]”.

Criticism, relevance

The 60% quota — Singh had proposed it
first at 50% before the executive committee
of the Uttar Pradesh (then United Provinces)
Congress Legislature Party in April 1939 —
was criticised not for being excessive as much
as for covering only the “sons of cultivators”.
Landless labourers, constituting 28.1% of the
total agricultural workforce in the 1951
Census, were excluded. Singh’s response was
he had no objection to including agricultural
labourers, “but in that case I would put the
percentage at 75 instead of 60”.

Singh was clear his proposal wasn’t about
caste reservations but about representation
to tillers of the soil. That would have, per-
haps, appealed today to landowning peas-
ant castes such as Jats, Marathas, Patidars and
Kapus, who are demanding OBC status.

Singh was a Jat, but sought to speak for
the entire class of cultivators, particularly the

Singh was a Jat, but sought to speak for
the entire class of cultivators. Archive

middle peasantry drawn from the so-called
MAJGAR complex of Muslim, Ahir (Yadav),
Jat, Gujjar and Rajput. He endeared himself to
farmers from all these castes.

Game-changing laws

There was areason for that popularity: His
pushing through three major legislations that
transformed the agricultural economy of UP.

The first was the UP Zamindari Abolition
and Land Reforms Act, 1950 (ZALR). It did
away with zamindars who paid taxes to the
government, from lands that they them-

selves owned and also from those cultivated
by others, including as tenant farmers.

ZAILR granted all verified tenant-cultivators
permanent and heritable interest in their hold-
ings. The zamindars ceased to be tax-farmers
or intermediaries between the cultivator and
the state, while having ownership rights only
on the lands they could demonstrate were
their own, self-cultivated holdings.

ZALR basically replaced the zamindari
agrarian system with a new rural social order
based on peasant-proprietors owning and
cultivating family-sized farms. Its benefici-
aries were the erstwhile hereditary tenant-
cultivators, mainly from the Muslim, Yadav,
Gujjar, Kurmi and other OBC castes.

The second was the UP Consolidation of
Holdings Act, 1953. Singh wanted the peas-
ant-proprietor to be not just independent,
but also an efficient cultivator. The new law
enabled every landowner to have his scat-
tered plots consolidated by swapping parcels
of equivalent quality with other farmers in
the same village. The idea was to provide
every owner-cultivator with a single tract of
land making it a more productive holding.

By 1976-77, about 14.2 million hectares
(mh)out of a targeted 14.6 mh areain UP had
been “brought under consolidation opera-
tion”, with actual “transfer and possession”
taking place in over 11.5 mh. The scheme was
implemented with relatively minimal cor-
ruption, which probably had to do with Singh
taking personal interest in its success as rev-
enue minister through the 1950s.
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The last was the UP Imposition of Ceiling
on Land Holdings Act, 1960. It established a
cap of 40 acres of “fair quality land” per fam-
ily of five members. Singh, in fact, envisaged
both a minimum and maximum landhold-
ing size — hisideal range was 2.5-27.5 acres —
which a cultivator and his family could viably
farm with little outside labour. Consolidated
holdings of a certain minimum size were nec-
essary to also allow use of tractors and other
productivity-enhancing farm machinery.

The legacy

CharanSingh'’s three transformative land
reform laws helped in creating a socially and
politically empowered middle peasantry. This
new rural middle class saw its economic for-
tunes rise with the Green Revolution that en-
tailed the introduction of high-yielding crop
varieties, chemical fertilisers and labour-cum-
time saving mechanisation technologies.

That roughly four-decade spell of economic
prosperity from the early 1970s is practically
history. Plateauing yields, crop prices not keep-
ing pace with rising production costs, re-frag-
mentation of holdings and growing weather
aberrations from climate change have made
agriculture less rewarding than before. It has
also eroded the socio-economic status of a
once-proud peasant-proprietor class.

The takers for reservations in government
jobs for farmers’ children would arguably be
more now than when Singh first mooted it.
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After Pakistan’s fractured mandate
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Supporters of Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf block the Peshawar-Islamabad motorway, demanding free and fair election results, in Peshawar Sunday. Reuters

The key question for India:
whom does New Delhi talk to

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY T1

THE JAILED Imran Khan scored a century
without a bat, as independent candidates
backed by his party, the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI), won a high number of seats
in Pakistan’s parliament, the National
Assembly. Of the 101 independents elected,
many are backed by PTIL

Despite being barred from contesting
under its name and symbol (a cricket bat),
PTI got more seats than the two main es-
tablished parties that have the backing of
the Pakistan Army. Pakistan Muslim League
(N), led by three-time Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, got 75 seats, while the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) led by the
Bhutto-Zardari family got 54 seats, accord-
ing to the final tally released by the Election
Commission of Pakistan.

Independently, none of the three par-
ties can prove a simple majority in the
National Assembly whenitis called in a few
days.

Such an outcome poses a vexed ques-
tion: whom does New Delhi talk to in
Pakistan? It may be futile to engage with
the civilian government. In realpolitik
terms, this means the most effective per-
son to talk tois Pakistan Army chief General
Asim Munir — who wields influence over
the political actors.

Anew government in Delhi in May will
have to take a long and hard look at
whether it should continue with the doc-
trine of indifference or reopen channels of
communication with the GHQ in
Rawalpindi.

So, what are the key takeaways?

Despite the people of Pakistan turning

outinlarge numbers to vote against the
Army-backed Sharifs and Bhutto-Zardaris,
the establishment seems to have manipu-
lated the outcome in their favour.

PTI has managed to be the major player

in the battleground province of Punjab,
retain pole position in KPK, and register a
marginal presence in Balochistan and
Sindh. With this, it has challenged the es-
tablished parties on their own turf, despite
no level playing field.

PTI and PMLN have been neck-and-
neck in Punjab which has more voters than
the other three provinces put together —
7.32 crore out of 12.85 crore — and 141 of
the 266 general seats in the National
Assembly. In KPK, Khan’s PTI has retained
its dominance, while PPP has dominated
Sindh. Balochistan has seen a completely
fractured outcome, split between PPP,
PMLN, and PTL.

The fact that neither the Sharifs nor

Bhutto-Zardaris have the required
numbers on their own, and even brought
together, still fall short of the simple ma-
jority mark, tells you that none of them
have retained their political influence and
strength of the past — when PPP had the
numbers in 2008, and PMLN in 2013.

With the fractured mandate, Pakistan

Army now has complete control on
each of the political actors. Having learnt
their lessons from past experiences — with
Sharif challenging them in 2017-18 and
Khan challenging them since last year —
Rawalpindi has gotten smarter and does-
n’t want to empower any of the civilian po-
litical leaders.

With Imran’s independents
in the lead, what next?

YASHEE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 11

WITH INDEPENDENTS backed by Imran
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) win-
ning the highest number of seats in Pakistan,
the election results — released after much
delay amid accusations of rigging — have

thrown up an unprecedented outcome.

How do numbers stack up in the
National Assembly?

Pakistan’s National Assembly consists
of 336 seats. As many as 266 members are
elected through direct voting, while 70
seats are reserved — 60 for women and 10
for non-Muslims. PML-N and PPP have run
a coalition government before this, but
evenif they join hands this time, they won’t

reach the half-way mark.

The reserved seats present an added
complication, as they are filled on the basis
of each party’s numerical strength in the
Assembly, but this time, the highest num-

ber is that of independents.

What are the rules for independents?

Under Rule 92(6) of Pakistan’s election
regulations, once their win is announced,
independent candidates have three days to
joina political party. The independent can-
didate has to apply to the head of the po-
litical party, who then informs the Election
Commission. The independents can also

choose to band together.

How are reserved seats filled?

The reservation for women and non-
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Muslims flows from Article 51(2A) of
Pakistan’s Constitution. Political parties can
fill these 70 seats in proportion to their win-

ning candidates. Among women, the 60
seats are divided as: 32 for Punjab, 14 for
Sindh, 10 for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and four
for Balochistan. The 10 non-Muslim candi-
dates are not sub-divided among provinces.

“All political parties submit a list of their
choice of candidates for reserved seats at
the time of filing nominations, and this list
undergoes the Election Commission’s
scrutiny. After the results, the party with
the highest number of winning represen-
tatives will see the highest number of re-
served candidates from their list get
elected,” explained Yagoob Khan Bangash,
Pakistani author and fellow, Harvard
University’s South Asia Institute.

If the PTI-backed independent candi-
dates join any political party, they will get
to submit a list now and fill the reserved
seats based on their combined strength.

What will the independents do?

There’s no clarity. PTIas of now is staging
protests, alleging its actual tally is higherand
the poll results have been rigged. It has also
filed anumber of petitions in court, alleging
election malpractices. There’s a possibility
that some of the 101 winners will join hands
with parties opposed to the PTI. However,
thisislikely to vary according to provinces —
while in Punjab, such a crossover might be
easier, in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, which PTI-
backed candidates swept, such defection
might not be forgiven by voters.

Inthe 1985 elections, no political party
was permitted to participate, and thus
every candidate, though with party alle-
giance and backing, had contested in his or
her individual name. This time, while the
PTI candidates fought as independents,
others contested under the name and sym-
bol of their parties.
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I raise my voice, wherever
I think he (Eknath
Shinde) is doing it wrong.
All the documents
pertaining to the court’s
judgements are on record,
which showed how false
certificates pertaining to
Maratha reservation were
issued by the state

Alok Deshpande: The Election
Commission of India has officially
handed the NCP to your side led by Ajit
Pawar. As a senior leader of the party,
who worked with Sharad Pawar for
decades, are you happy today?

Ithas been 30 years since [ left Shiv Sena.
People still ask me the reason.lam happy to
say that I have not left the NCP. The party is
with me. Nobody will ask me those ques-
tions now. Yes, | am happy. We got what
we wanted.

Sandeep Singh: What are your
thoughts on Sharad Pawar, with whom
you had along association?

[ don’t want to comment on that. We
have already said why we shifted. All 54
MLAs had signed to shift and join the BJP
government. It was not one person. That let-
ter was shown to Pawar saheb. After that he
resigned as party president. The idea was
that he will resign and Supriya Sule will take
over and all of us will be part of the govern-
ment. All of a sudden, in three days, the de-
cision was changed. If you did not want to
doit, then why did you consider the signa-
tures? But that's past now.

Alok Deshpande: NCP was knownasa
Maratha party butyou never left your
identity as an OBCleader.

[ left Shiv Sena on the Mandal issue. It
was not easy to leave the Sena at that time.
There was a Sena leader in Thane named
Khopkar, who was murdered on the suspi-
cion of cross voting. There was a saying that
if you left the Sena, you'd meet the same
fate.Ileft at that time. Eventually, 18 others
left with me.Icould notroam freely then as
there was fear of attacks. I was twice the
Mayor of Mumbai along with being an
MLA. All over Maharashtra, except in
Mumbai, Nashik, Pune, all the district and
taluka-level parties were formed by me for
the Sena. I was a senior leader of the Sena
and left it despite these conditions on the
Mandalissue.In 1994, there was ameeting
in Jalna of the Mahatma Phule Samata
Parishad, whichIhad founded. There were
over a lakh assembled, demanding imple-
mentation of the Mandal Commission rec-
ommendations.Iwas the Housing Minister
with the Congress then and Sharad Pawarji
was also present. Pawar saheb announced to
implement the recommendations and to
execute those withinamonth.lam grateful
to him for that. Though it is sad that now
that the reservations for OBCs are in trou-
ble, nobody is talking. Pawar saheb should
have said that it is wrong,

Shubhangi Khapre: Ajit Pawar projects
himself as a Maratha leader while you
are following the OBCline. Many are
saying that Mr Fadnavis is behind this
protest by the OBCs.

You know thatIdon’tdo popatgiri(pup-
petry) for anyone. Not even when I gave
speeches with Balasaheb Thackeray at
Shivaji Park. I always give my own speeches
and make my own decisions. I am not that
new nor small, that somebody will have to
tell me what to do. If there has been any-
thing fishy, then [ am speaking about it.

Sandeep Singh: But is there no
dilemmainyour party?

See, Ajit Pawar is a Maratha by caste. |,
myself, by caste,am an OBC. Some of them
are Dalits, Muslims... but what does that
mean? Ajit Pawar has not spoken against
me. He didn’task me to refrain from speak-
ingon thisissue. Whateveris comingin the
papers, he reads. As a Maratha worker or a
leader, if he wants to say something on their
issues, he can say it.

Sandeep Singh: Whatis your party’s
stance on the same?

Every party has one stance. ‘Will the
Maratha votes go away from us? So what-
ever has to happen, let it happen. But our
votes should be secure.’ But they are not un-
derstanding that Marathas don’t account
for more than 16 to 20 per cent of the total
vote share. Because 54 per cent vote is OBC.
We say only 54 per cent, then 20 per cent is
SC/ST and three per cent at least are
Brahmins, so that takes the tally to 77 per
cent. Then you take others such as Jains,
among others. According to my study,
Marathas are 16 per cent. But the political
power, muscle power, money power, all of
it rests with them. And now our (OBC) peo-
ple are scared of them. They fear ‘Will they
take away my sugarcane?’ ‘They have sugar
factories and then my sugarcanes will dry
up.’ ‘They have the banks, they think ‘will
they not give me my money?’ In politics, if
one Banjara stands up, then another
Dhangar may stand up against him and
they may end up fighting. In the meantime,
these united Marathas willwatchand rule.
But slowly, this is changing. We are organ-
ising rallies, explaining what is happening
and telling them that because of reserva-
tion, some of your people have become doc-

Epaper..ner.ass.cnm

Chhagan Bhujbal, senior
leader of the Nationalist
Congress Party, Minister of
Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection in the
Maharashtra government, and
one of the tallest OBC leaders,
is on a mission to safeguard
OBC reservation in the
backdrop of the ongoing
Maratha reservation agitation
led by social activist Manoj

Jarange-Patil and CM Eknath
Shinde-led state government’s
moves. Known for his pro-
Mandal stance, which led him
to quit the Shiv Sena in the
early '90s, Bhujbal has
maintained his identity as an
OBCleader. In the Ajit Pawar-
led NCP, a party primarily
dominated by the Marathas,
Bhujbal is aggressively taking

on his own government
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WHY CHHAGAN BHU]JBAL

I am not bothered about
my ministership or MLA
chair. But take it from
me, I'd be elected by the
people with a thumping
majority, for the fifth
time, on the basis of the
work I've done. Marathas
would also vote for me as
they want development

Tdon’t care what happens to me. We'll create
fear of losing OBC votes among leaders’

NCP leader Chhagan Bhujbal on being kept in the dark about the government’s notification on Maratha reservation and why politicians are
scared of speaking the truth to Marathas. This session was moderated by Alok Deshpande, Special Correspondent, The Indian Express, Mumbai
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Chhagan Bhujbal, senior NCP Leader and Minister of Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Potection, in conversation with Alok Deshpande, Special Correspondent, The Indian Express, Mumbai. Amit Chakravarty

tors, engineers, and gone to Zila Parishad.
And now, if this really big powerful group
comes, then it's all over. We will get noth-
ing. This is the fear.

We are not against Maratha reservation.
When Prithviraj Chavan made anact, I sup-
ported it. Give it to them separately.
Fadnavis made another act.Isaid don’t push
us. Do it for them, but do it separately and
not make abackdoor entry. Thisis our griev-
ance. You should fill the gaps or cure dis-
crepancies as SC has asked you to and give
a separate reservation.

The CM said that Manoj Jarange-Patil
and others are saying that they are Kunbis
and the old records during Nizam period
are in Telangana, therefore the committee
should be formed and scrutinise if the
records are available. We said, in that case
the reservation should be given if Kunbi
records are found as they automatically be-
come part of OBCs. Later they said only
5,000 such records were found. But the
number kept on increasing to 13,000 and
15,000inaspan of two days. Then Jarange-
Patil made a demand that all Marathas in
Marathwada should be given Kunbi certifi-
cates. Then they demanded all Marathas be
given Kunbi certificates. Then the three-
judge committee went to several villages to
decide modalities. Now they are saying 57
lakh records were found of which 30 lakh
were old ones. Then they added the Sage so-
yare(extended family) clause. Itis affecting
the OBCs.Iam of the opinion that of the 10
per cent EWS quota, 8.5 per cent is availed
by persons from the Maratha community.
They are also part of the 40 per cent open
category. Some of the Marathas have got
Kunbi certificates by giving bribes. OBCs
could not avail reservation through EWS.
You are leaving the sea and want to enter
the well where people from nearly 374
castes are seeking reservation. Marathas are
not getting any special benefit but it is
satyanash (endgame) for the OBCs

Omkar Gokhale: OBC Mahasangh
President Babanrao Taywade said that
the notification is not going to affect
the OBCs.

There are 374 castes in OBCs and there
are several leaders who will put forth their
say. The other day some people said they
are forming a party (for the OBCs). They
think noloss is caused to OBCs. How is that
possible? Once they get reservation, it will
be difficult for us tofile cases for each wrong
certificate being awarded.

Omkar Gokhale: Was there was no
consensus within the government?
Nobody asked us. Now there is a sub-

committee of Marathas under the leader-
ship of minister Chandrakant Patil. 'm not
apartof that committee. The first time they
conveyed about decisions related to Kunbi
certificates, it was in a gist and Justice (re-
tired) Sandeep K Shinde Committee’s re-
port has not been given to us yet.

Vallabh Ozarkar: You've tendered your
resignation from the Ministry. Why?
[resigned on November 16,2023, even
though no one had demanded my resigna-
tion.Imade a conscious decision since Iwas
going to address a rally in Ambad (in Jalna
district) for OBCs and was going to put my
views, maybe against the government de-
cision. Thatis why I thoughtI should resign.
While on my way to the rally, I received sev-
eral calls from my party to not announce
the same in public. In the Ambad rally, I said
[ do not bother about my ministership or
MILA ship and I will fight for the OBCs. When
[ returned from the rally, CM and two
Deputy CMs confronted me. Ajit Pawar said
[ have forwarded your resignation to the
CM. He said you can talk about the OBCs but
do not reveal that you have tendered your
resignation. I agreed and didn’t announce
it. But when a ruling party MLA from the
Shinde group commented that I should be
kicked out of the ministry, I felt enough is
enough. And I talked about my resignation.

Zeeshan Shaikh: In the '90s, Sharad
Pawar was standing in your support
during your rallies. Are you satisfied
with the support that you are getting
from the current party leadership?
There are several leaders who are not
speaking. Elections are around the corner
and everybody wants Maratha votes.
Everybody is scared because of votes. But I
want to tell them that those votes are not

more than 20 per cent, which are also di-
vided in several parties. If you go to the vil-
lages, you will know something is very
wrong about this.

Zeeshan Shaikh: There are talks that
you will join the BJP.

As a leader I am connected with OBCs
alone. And if something is coming against
that, Iwill fight. am not unhappy with my
party. They have not asked me to stop.

Zeeshan Shaikh: Manoj Jarange-Patil
hasn’treceived any backlash from the
NCP against the kind of language used
against you. Why?

Our whip Anil Patil, and spokesperson
Amol Mitkari, have come out onrecord and
said that he cannot speak like that.

Vallabh Ozarkar: Your allies also
haven’t supported you so far.

There are three parties that are part of
theruling alliance and each one of themre-
quire support from the Marathas.

Vallabh Ozarkar: Despite this, you still
want to be in the government?

[ have already given my resignation. Ask
the Chief Minister to throw me out.

Mihir Vasavda: The current chief
minister, Eknath Shinde, is at his
position after several political
developments. Does he have the
authority on this subject?

Whether he has an authority or man-
date to make decisions in concern with this
matter, should be asked to him. I raise my
voice whereverI think he is doing it wrong.
All the documents pertaining to the court’s
judgements are on record, which showed

how false certificates pertaining to Maratha

There are several leaders
who are not speaking.
Elections are around the
corner and everybody
wants Maratha votes and
is scared. But those votes
are not more than 20 per
cent, which are also
divided in several parties

reservation were issued by the state.

Alok Deshpande: Many people have
raised questions based on the legality
of this ordinance. What's your opinion?

The notification at the end clearly said
that it is applied not only to OBCs, but also
toScheduled Castes, de-notified tribes, no-
madic tribes and special backward category.
Secondly, all the reports submitted by var-
ious commissions’ reports including
Kakasaheb Kalelkar, BD Deshmukh, then
BP Mandal Report, Mutatkar committee,
and Khatri Committee have said that the
Marathas are not backward. M G Gaikwad
Commissionapproved but Supreme Court
rejected. The word ‘Sage-Soyare’ has no
mentioninany religious or legal texts or any
constitutional debates. How can govern-
ment committees find out and decide the
family tree, which this governmentis allow-
ing? If the SChas said that the previous CMs
belonging to the Maratha community did
not include them in backward classes list,
does it not mean that what is currently be-
ing done is wrong?

Alok Deshpande: If there are so many
decisions by the courts, howis the
government granting reservations,
according toyou?

The Chief Minister on January 25 said
that he had taken the oath of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj that he will give Maratha
reservation and now he has fulfilled the
promise. How has he given the reservation
when the Maharashtra State Backward
Class Commission is still working on
Marathareservation? The curative petition
is before the Supreme Court. When the
matter is before the Commission and
Supreme Court how can anybody declare
Marathareservation? Also, if Marathareser-
vationis done, why is Jarange-Patil going on
fastagain.

Omkar Gokhale: Do you think
Marathas have been misled?

I really don't know. Once you set the
process of issuance of Kunbi certificates, to
all Marathas, then anybody can procure the
certificates misusing the lacuna and claim
reservation under OBC.

Vijay Yadav: Are you going to court?
Yes definitely.

Sandeep Singh : How hasyour
communication been with the CM, and
the two Deputy CMs on this issue?

If they don’t want to discuss, what can |
do. I am putting across my views through
public rallies and public forums.

Sandeep Singh: Will this be the biggest
poll plank in Maharashtra?
It will certainly be anissue.

Shubhangi Khapre: Do you think the
CM wanted to project himselfasa
leader of Marathas?

Itis possible. Messiah of Marathas.

Zeeshan Shaikh: Congress has asked
for 50 per cent reservation to be
removed. Is that something that needs
tobedone?

Yes.I've been saying from the start about
undertaking a caste census, and thenit will
be revealed how untrue are things that all
the political parties feel. Especially that the
Marathas are 60 per cent. Second, increase
EWS by more 10 per cent. Before EWS,
many agitations of Jat, Patidar, Kapu were
going on. From the day EWS was an-
nounced, all those people turned silent.

Alok Deshpande: Do you see a national
role as an OBCleader?

My only concern is to save the OBC
quota first. What would I do with the na-
tional role?

Shubhangi Khapre: Do you think there
was politics within the government?
Did Eknath Shinde want to undermine
Mr Fadnavis or Ajit Pawar?

Whatl cansee, you canalso see.lam go-
ing to rallies and openly saying things.

Sandeep Singh: You will become
politically the most important person
to consolidate these castes.

Idon’t care about what happens to me.
[ am only concerned about the OBCs. We
will consolidate these castes and will cre-
ate fear of losing OBC votes among leaders.

Mohamed Thaver: Do you fear any
action for speaking out?
Iam not scared of anything.

Shubhangi Khapre: Why do you think
Devendra Fadnavis is not speaking on
thisissue?

He is kind of helpless. Maybe, he feels
that he will be targeted for being a Brahmin.
Also, there is an election ahead.

Zeeshan Shaikh: Do you fear backlash
from Maratha voters?

I'mnotbothered about my ministership
or MLA chair. But take it from me, [would be
elected with a thumping majority, for the
fifth time, on the basis of my work. And
Marathas would also vote for me as they
want development.
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‘Don’t see govt role (in enforcing tech
laws) expanding... it will diminish’

IN THE next decade or so, India
will be “significantly ahead” of
China in semiconductor design,
research and manufacturing, ac-
cording to RAJEEV
CHANDRASEKHAR, Minister of
State for Electronics and IT. He
also feels that the government
will give way to a number of in-
dependent regulators and its
role in enforcing technology laws
will reduce. In an interview with
SOUMYARENDRA BARIK, he
spoke about China’s influence on
the Indian tech ecosystem, the
future of Al regulations and how
the government plans to deal
with misinformation ahead of
this year’s Lok Sabha election.
Edited excerpts:

While you managed to pass
the data protection Actand
made some changes to the IT
Rules, there are concerns that
in the last two years, we are
seeing a greater degree of
centralisation in the laws.
The government seems to be
exerting ever greater control
over it. How do you respond
to those concerns?

Having the government regu-
late the internet is a concern, but
it is not based on the reality of
what the government wants to
do. We are trying to create a
framework of laws that will en-
sure a balanced relationship be-
tween consumers and the plat-
forms based on accountability,
safety and trust. Any disputes
arising between them will be ad-
judicated by either anindepend-
entregulator or the court system.
The government does not want
to be the arbiter of any such dis-
putes. Unfortunately, we have
been dragged into this for several
years now because of Section 79
of the IT Act. For along time, con-
sumers have looked to the gov-
ernment to resolve disputes and
when platforms behave like they
are not accountable, because
they have this free pass and im-
munity, it becomes the govern-
ment of India's problem.

Going ahead, will the
government’s role in
enforcing tech regulations
increase?

[ don't see the government's
role in any way expanding. In
fact, for some things, like for con-

Glare on Chinese
firms unnerving
smartphone
parts suppliers:
Xiaomi to govt

REUTERS
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY T1

CHINA'S XIAOMI has told New
Delhi that smartphone compo-
nent suppliers are wary about set-
ting up operations in India amid
heavy scrutiny of Chinese compa-
nies by the government, accord-
ingtoaletter and a source with di-
rect knowledge of the matter.

Xiaomi, which has the
biggest share in India's smart-
phone market at 18%, also asks
in the letter dated Feb. 6 that
India consider offering manufac-
turing incentives and lowering
import tariffs for certain smart-
phone components.

The Chinese company as-
sembles smartphones in India
with mostly local components
and the rest imported from
China and elsewhere. The letter
is Xiaomi's response to a query
from India's information tech-
nology ministry asking how
New Delhi can further develop
the country's component man-
ufacturing sector.

In the letter, Xiaomi India
President Muralikrishnan B. said
India needed to work on "confi-
dence building" measures to en-
courage component suppliers to
setup operations locally.

ONGC Q3 profit
declines 14% on

lower oil prices

New Delhi: State-owned Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)
Sunday reported a 14 per cent
drop in net profit for the third
quarter as oil and gas prices fell.

The company posted stand-
alone net profit 0f39,536 crorein
October-December, 13.7 per cent
lower than 11,045 crore posted
in the same period last year. PTI

tent takedowns, the govern-
ment’s role will diminish. Either
there will be independent regu-
lators like the data production
board, or there will be the court
of law. My own assessment is
that competition issues will be
dealt with over time by the com-
petition commission. The issues
of privacy, data protection will
be dealt with by the data protec-
tion board. Then there will be
harms that will be dealt with by
laws and provisions under law,
which will be adjudicated by the
judicial system.

Al has become this big
buzzword. The government
hasindicated thatitlargely
views the technology
favourably. Butin the next
decade orso, whatdoyou
think our regulatory approach
towards Al should be?

Al existed 35 years ago. It is
like the perfect storm has hap-
pened in the last five years,
which is why we have this
breakthrough of generative Al
You now have availability of
GPUs, and the ability to scrape
the internet and create trillions
of parameters that you can use
to train a model, which was
never there before. Al, without
any ambiguity and without
overstating it, is the greatest in-
vention in our lifetimes. It has
tremendous power to transform
the way we look at health, gover-
nance, education, security etc.

But we also understand that
if we don't put the guardrails in
place, Al can also go off and ex-
plode into areas that will cause
harm. That is why we need a
global framework for Al that we
are pushing for through the
GPAL

So far non-state actors did
not have access to cutting
edge hardware tech which
gave governments an upper
hand over them. But that
could change with Al. One
doesn't need topassona
fighter plane to a terrorist
anymore, but a simple
algorithm could be
weaponised...

There is commoditisation of
electronics. The Houthis in the
Middle East today are dealing
with big navies with drones,
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which are Chinese-made. Now,
with WhatsApp and other mes-
senger services that have end-
to-end encryption, it poses a
significant security challenge
especially when people who
are bad guys are using it. So
there is a change even in law
enforcement, in intelligence
gathering and in the way you
look at threats.

What doyou think is the
future of encrypted
messaging platforms like
WhatsApp? As someone from
the government, how will
your lens evolve towards
them?

We are making platforms ac-
countable for ensuring there is
no unlawful content or activity
on the platforms. So it is not in-
cumbent on us to detect and re-
port for takedowns, but for them
to figure out ways of either edu-
cating their consumers or put-
ting it very clearly in terms of use
that there are criminal and legal
consequences to the consumers

if they violate the terms of use...
In the future, platforms will be
accountable for the conduct of
their users. If a crime is being
committed on their platform,
companies will have to help law
enforcement reach the user or
face consequences themselves.

How do you see China’s
influence, or presence in
India’s tech space going
ahead?

Given the policies of our gov-
ernment, [ will safely bet with
you that we will be significantly
ahead of China in semiconduc-
tors, in design, research and
manufacturing. I'm giving you a
goal post, this will happenin the
next 10 years. In the global value
chain of electronics manufactur-
ing, we were almost zero and ab-
sent a decade ago, we are at
where we are today at around 8
per cent. We want to get to 20
per cent by about 2027-29. The
consumption and demand for
electronicsis going up in double
digits. While China today has 70
plus per cent of the $1.5 trillion
value chain for electronics, going
ahead, the market will grow to
$2 trillion, of which China’s share
will come down to about 50 to
54 percent and that balance 20-
25 percent would be hopefully
divided amongst India, Vietnam
and some other countries.

Internally, many hardware
companies have expressed
concerns about the
predictability around their
business with their suppliers

from China. They feara
discriminatory behaviour
from the government
towards such suppliers. How
do you respond to those
concerns?

We anticipate that as prod-
uct manufacturing grows in
India, for IT hardware, servers,
smartphones, the natural conse-
quence will be that the vendors,
the supply chain will also look to
start their capacities in India.
Some of them will be Chinese.
Do we think we are going to pro-
hibit all Chinese companies?
There is no policy to that ac-
count, as long as we make sure
that these companies are open,
transparent, and work under
Indian law.

On semiconductors, we have
had the Micron deal, but it
has been relatively quiet
since then. Is there any
update?

[ have an update, which is
that on the back of the Micron
plant, we have got two very ex-
citing and credible companies.
One of them is Tata, the second
oneisanamelcan'treally quote
till I get their permission, but it
is abig name in the foundry busi-
ness. We also have a number of
packaging plant proposals. After
some of those missteps that we
made in the early days with the
Vedanta Foxconn proposal, we
are at a place where India is de-
veloping as an investment des-
tination for semiconductor man-
ufacturing, packaging, research,
design and talent.

We are heading towards this
year’s general election, which
is when a lot of objectionable
activity on social media
platforms escalates. Are you
equipped to deal with that?

The Election Commision is
determined to make sure there
is no intervention of any kind on
social media in our democratic
process. The rules today are very
clear.It gives the appropriate au-
thority, the powers to do the
right thing in terms of prosecut-
ing those who proliferate misin-
formation or fake information or
anything that is detrimental to
the electoral process. Certainly,
before the elections, we will sen-
sitise platforms.

Govt panel examining FDI flow from
China into Paytm Payments Services

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY T1

THE GOVERNMENT is examining
foreign direct investment from
Chinain Paytm Payments Services
Ltd (PPSL), the payment aggrega-
tor subsidiary of One97
Communications Ltd, sources said.

In November 2020, PPSL had
applied for a licence with the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to op-
erate asa payment aggregator un-
der the guidelines on Regulation
of Payment Aggregators and
Payment Gateways.

However, in November 2022,
RBI rejected PPSL's application
and asked the company to re-
submit it, so as to comply with
Press Note 3 under FDI rules.

One97 Communications Ltd
(OCL) has investment from
Chinese firm Ant Group Co.

Subsequently, the company
filed the required application on
December 14, 2022 with
Government of India for past

Paytm Payments Services is
the payment aggregator
subsidiary of One97
Communications Ltd

downward investment from OCL
into the company in order to
comply with Press Note 3 pre-
scribed under FDI guidelines.

An inter-ministerial commit-
tee is examining investments
from China in PPSL and a deci-
sion would be taken on the FDI
issue after due consideration and
comprehensive examination,
sources said.

Under Press Note 3, the gov-
ernment had made its prior ap-
proval mandatory for foreign in-
vestments in any sector from
countries that share land border
with India to curb opportunistic
takeovers of domestic firms fol-
lowing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Countries which share land
borders with India are China,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Bhutan,
Nepal, Myanmar and
Afghanistan.

A Paytm spokesperson said
PPSL applied for an online
Payment Aggregator (PA) appli-
cation for online merchants and
the regulator subsequently asked
PPSL to seek necessary approvals
for past downward investment
and resubmit the application.
"This is part of the regular process
where everybody applying for a
payment aggregator licence has
to get FDI approval,” the
spokesperson said.

The spokesperson said PPSL
followed the relevant guidelines
and submitted all relevant docu-

ments to the regulator within
the stipulated time. During the
pending process, PPSL was al-
lowed to continue withits online
payment aggregation business
for existing partners without on-
boarding any new merchants.

"Since then the ownership
structure has changed. The
Paytm founder remains the
largest stakeholder in the com-
pany. Ant Financial reduced its
stake in OCL to less than 10 per
centinJuly 2023. Subsequently, it
does not qualify for beneficial
company ownership. OCLfound-
ing promoter now holds a 24.3
per cent stake. Therefore, your
understanding of FDI from China
in PPSLis incorrect and mislead-
ing," the spokesperson said.

The Reserve Bank last month
barred Paytm Payments Bank
Ltd, an associate company of
OCL, from accepting deposits or
top-ups in any customer ac-
count, prepaid instruments, wal-
lets, and FASTags, among others
after February 29, 2024.

MARKET WATCH
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4 HiGH VALUE FIRMS SEE RISE IN McCAP

FOUR OF the top-10 most valued firms together added Rs 2.18 lakh crore in
market valuation last week, with Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) and State
Bank of India (SBI) emerging as the biggest gainers. From the top-10 pack,
Reliance Industries, Tata Consultancy Services, LIC and SBI were the gainers. PTI

MEITY TO PREPARE GUIDELINES SOON

JATINGROVER
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY T1

THE GOVERNMENT will actas a
regulator for the online gaming
sector rather an industry-led
self-regulatory organisation
(SRO). The ministry of electron-
ics and information technology
(MeitY) will now prepare a
framework for permitting and
certifying online games which
involve money, officials said.

Earlier, MeitY had proposed
an SRO and asked the industry to
submit proposals to this effect.
However, officials said that the
proposals received were heavily
dominated by gaming compa-
nies and their industry associa-
tions, and therefore would not
have been able to actas a neutral
regulatory body.

As per IT rules, online real
money games need to be ap-
proved by a regulatory body.
Online games, which do not in-
volve real money, do not require
any regulatory nod.

The government had notified
the online gaming rules on April
6, 2023 and had given three-
months to the industry to come
up with proposals for SROs. It
had planned to notify three
SROs.

"The SRO applications we are
getting are too industry domi-

GOVT STEPSIN

M Ministry had
proposed an SRO, asked
industry for proposals

M Officials say the
proposals were heavily
dominated by gaming
companies and their
industry associations.

M As per IT Rules, online
real money games need
tobe approved by a
regulatory body

nated. So we are rejecting them,"
Rajeev Chandrasekhar, minister
of state for electronics and IT
said."We have said very clearly,
we don't want SROs that will be
controlled by industry. We
wanted it to be representative of
a wider base and we didn't re-
ceive any application like that,”
Chandrasekhar said, adding that
inabsence of SRO, by default the
government continues to regu-
late the space.

Chandrasekhar, however, did
not share further details on the
framework the government is
coming up with.

It was expected that apart
from people with experience in
online gaming, SROs will also in-

At 06.09 tn, CPSE
investments 20%
higher in Apr-Jan

PRASANTA SAHU
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY T1

LARGE CENTRAL public-sector
entities — companies and under-
takings (CPSEs) — achieved 83%
of their combined capital expen-
diture target for FY24 in April-
January by spending 36.09 trillion,
supporting the public capex-led
economic growth revival.

Onanannual basis, these en-
tities’ capex grew by 20% on year
in the first ten months of the cur-
rent financial year compared
with35.06 trillion in the year-ago
period (78% of the FY23 target).

The capex target for the
CPSEs and other agencies was set
at X7.33 trillion for FY24, 13%
higher than the achievement of
36.48 trillion in FY23.

Railways and the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) with large budgetary sup-
portas well as petroleum/energy
CPSEs are the largest public-sec-
tor investors that play a key cat-
alytic role in crowding capex
from other entities.

In April-January 2024, the
Railway Board invested %2.03
trillion in projects or 83% of its
annual target of X2.44 trillion.
The achievement till January in
the current financial year was
347% higher on year. The Railways
have been investing heavily in
capacity improvement works
such as doubling/quadrupling,
electrification and introducing
an array of high-speed trains.

In April-January of FY24, NHAI
invested1.44 trillion or 89% of its

CPSE CAPEX

(Apr-Jan)
FY23
9,05,880crore

78% of full-year target

FY24
16,09,254 crore

83% of full year-target

annual target of 31.62 trillion. The
large capex push through railways
and NHAI helps boost job creation.

Petroleum CPSEs are ramp-
ing up their refining capacity and
green transition. Fuel retailer-
cum-refiner Indian  Qil
Corporation (I0C) achieved a
capex 0f 35,524 crore or 117% of
its annual target 0f 330,395 crore
in April-January of FY24.

ONGC, the top CPSE playerin
oil and gas exploration, has
achieved a capex 0f 327448 crore
in the first ten months of the cur-
rent financial year or 91% of the
annual target of 330,125 crore.

Fuel retailer-refiner HPCL has
achieved a capex 0fX15,010 crore
till January as against the FY24
target of 10,210 crore, or 147%
of the annual target. Power gen-
eration major NTPC has invested
18,761 crore in April-January of
FY24, 84% of its annual target.

The capital formation inIndia
in recent years was led by the
public sector, mainly the central
government, state governments
and state-run enterprises. FE

Proposals for industry
body rejected, Centre
toregulate e-gaming

clude educationists, psycholo-
gists, individuals dealing with
protection of child rights and in-
formation & communication
technology experts.

Officials said that govern-
ment analysed four proposals
submitted by All India Gaming
Federation (AIGF), Esports
Players Welfare Association
(EPWA), All India Gaming
Regulator (AIGR) Foundation &
from a consortium of the E-
Gaming Federation (EGF) and
the Federation of Indian Fantasy
Sports (FIES). But, none of them
met the stated requirements.

The government has recently
set up a group of ministers to dis-
cuss the regulatory framework
for the industry butit's likely that
a clear regulatory structure will
emerge only after the general
elections. In December, compa-
nies such as Dream Sports,
Games 24x7, as well as industry
associations had sought clarity
from the government on a code
of conduct for the sector. This was
related to actual implementation
of notified rules, framework on
responsible gaming and player
protection, financial frauds, gam-
ing certification,among other as-
pects. These aspects need to be
defined by the regulator.

Among other things, the in-
dustry has sought a Sebi-like
regulator for the sector. FE

Direct tax
mop-up rises
20%, at 80%
of FY24 goal

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY T1

THE CENTRE'S direct tax collec-

tions, net of refunds, stood at
15.6 trillion as on February 10
in the current financial year,
which is 20.3% higher on year, a
release issued by the finance
ministry said.

The collections accounted for
80.2% of the revised estimate
(RE) target for FY24.

The RE has pegged the gov-
ernment’s direct tax mop-up at
X19.5 trillion, higher than X18.2
trillion pegged in the Budget es-
timate (BE) of FY24.

At20.3%, the direct tax collec-
tions so far exceeds the 17.2%
year-on-year growth projected
in the RE of FY24, indicating a
possibility of actual mop-up sur-
passing the RE.

Of the total collections, the
corporate income tax (CIT) mop-
up registered 13.6% growth on
year, and PIT mop-up grew by
26.9%.

The PIT collections including
Securities Transactions Tax (STT)
rose 27.2% on year between April
1and February 10.

Also, refunds amounting to
2.77 trillion crore have been is-
sued during the period, the fi-
nance ministry said.

The gross (pre-refunds) di-
rect tax collections between
April 1 and February 10 stood at
X18.28 trillion, up 17.3% on year.
Within this, gross CIT and PIT
mop-up rose by 9.2% and 25.7%,
year-on-year, respectively. FE

FMCG companies turn to Al, tech for consumer behaviour insights

VIVEAT SUSANPINTO
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 11

SCEPTICALBUYERS of dairy prod-
ucts such as milk and ghee have
a ready solution from Kolkata-
based ITC to ensure safety: Scana
QR code and get a virtual tour of
the dairy farm where the prod-
ucts are made. The virtual tour
promises a peak into the health
of the cows, the food they eat, the
quality of milk produced and the
chemical-free manufacturing
process of dairy products.

As B Sumant, executive direc-
tor at ITC explains, the effort is
part of the firm's wider "Mission

epaper-.ne'ss.cnm

DigiArc" initiative, which has seen
the company deploy its "Sixth
Sense", basically its marketing
and digital command centre and
data hub, to map consumer be-
haviour, craft personalised brand
communication messages and
use artificial intelligence for prod-
uct development.

"We have accelerated the
adoption of digital technologies,
including artificial intelligence ap-
plications across different nodes
of our business. The aim is to
mainstream the digital-first cul-
ture to create new sources of com-
petitive advantage,” Sumant said.

ITCis not alone on this digital
journey. From Marico to Dabur

GAINING A COMPETITIVE EDGE

B FMCG companies are
using Al, machine learning
and predictive analysis to
glean consumer insights.

M They are using this to
launch new products,

understand market trends
& improve manufacturing
and distribution processes.

M ITC, Dabur, Marico and
HUL are among the firms
using such technology

and Hindustan Unilever (HUL),
fast-moving consumer goods
(FMCG) companies are using Al,
machine learning and predictive
analysis to get real-time con-
sumer insights for launching new

products, understanding market
trends and improving manufac-
turing and distribution processes.

Take another case in point.
Mumbai-based Marico, maker
of the Parachute and Saffola

brands, for instance, launched an
onion hair oil under Parachute
Advansed a few quarters ago us-
ing Google search trends. The
aim was to tap into the growing
interest in onion hair oils that
kept coming up in search trends,
the company said.

In premium personal care, for
instance, Marico has launched
skin analyser tools using Al and
machine learning capabilities to
analyse different parameters of
the skin and make personalised
recommendations to consumers.

These initiatives have seen
the company surpass the ¥400-
crore runrate in terms of topline
forits digital-first brands within

the premium personal care port-
folio in Q3FY24, Saugata Gupta,
MD & CEO, Marico said in a re-
cent investor call.

Dabur has taken digital tech-
nology to the next level, CEO
Mohit Malhotra said, by adopt-
ing a cloud-only approach that
will help improve its services to
retailers, consumers, trade part-
ners and employees. “The cre-
ation of a digital core with enable
Dabur to access real-time data
insights and adapt to evolving
customer and market needs,”
Malhotra said.

At HUL’s post-results media
interaction last month, CEO &
MD Rohit Jawa said the firm was

building its digital capabilities
apart from stepping up invest-
ments in its beauty portfolio for
the future. This thought process
at HUL has taken shape with the
speed with which product
launches have been unveiled,
Jawa said, taking consumer
learnings quickly to the factory
floor. In beauty, for instance, HUL
is using tools such as virtual try-
ons with brands such as Lakme.

In food, HUL's move to
quickly introduce the Korean
Meal Pot under Knorr last year to
tap into the K-food trend in the
country was backed up by
launching Korean noodles in
Q3FY24, Jawa said. FE
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impossible, to explain. You
may have to accept the fact
that it may be another few
days before a number of
questions can be answered.

many steps you can take

and domestic affairs will
assume a high priority. At
work you’ll find other people
looking to you for security,
irritating as it may be to feel

your position is as secure
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to reduce tension.

as possible.

- DESPATCHBRANCH

Last date of submission of tender: 12.03.2024

Link for T&C (dhc.nic.in)
No 4580/x Dispatch/DHC
Dated 07/02/2024

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
FOR COURIER SERVICES

Sealed tenders are invited, as per Performa attached to the terms &
condition enclosed herewith, from reputed firms, companies or other
Body Corporate in the field of courier services for awarding of contract
for Courier Services for delivery of letters, notices/summon, parcel etc.

HTATAT, hEAUTAT ST ek
frmior o ST QR (A)

Web: page: www.mppwd.nic.in
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E-mail: eepwdsheopur@mp.nic.in

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

HAV BALJEET, SM* (POSTHUMOUS)
Our salutation to a brave and motivated soldier

who made supreme sacrifice on 12 feb 2019 while
fighting with tourist in an encounter at Ratanpur,
Pulwama (J & K). on this day today, The ROYAL
JATS proudly remember him and his supreme
sacrifice. The tale of your valor will still motivates
all of us and the paltan is proud of you.

Colonel Bhisham Chauhan and all Ranks

2 MECH INF [1 JAT (LI)]

dispatched from High Court of Delhi to every nook and corner of the| h.| 3-¢US{ h. | UA. | fotem HE BT T ®E bl | suAer| iiear &
country and outside India. 4. e, A FTgata Calkuiiicico ol il 13; EHJIHATIW. RESERVE BANK NOTE MUDRAN [P} LIMITED
Preference will be given to the Courier services having features such as hATH O A | w ¥ uferw ¥ emafa { S0 PE“:JI"I:;”E:‘:;T:H:;‘L;E"H:?Lf:::“ﬁ:;‘:j::}:é‘: "II:,:I];:: i
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areas as well as adequate arrangement for services outside India. RB_331611 e . 5.00 fep. . ITHAT TR & Srial fofel TR wA |ied OPEN TENDER ENQUIRY (OTE)/NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (NCB]
. , . 836.61 MW Bids are inviled under Two-Part biddeg system for the following e-Tenders through MSTC Podal. -
Interested par‘tIeS may Send their sealed tender in two Separate sealed| 1. SUPPLY OF AIR CARGO CHARTER SERVICES FOR TRANSPORTATION OF HIGHLY
envelopes, one for submitting the tt_ander and another containing Earnest 1. STFART <O TR TR 10/02/2024 FHY 10:30 X1 SENSITIVE SECURITY MATERIAL: MSTC EVENT NO. BRENMPLISALBOM! PRESS/
Money, on each envelope superscribing (i) Tender for Courier Services| 2. 3iiare ffaer gu=t fasea Ry & 12/02/2024 T9F 10:30 o091 | MMDI29/23-24/ET/45 [AIR CARGO CHARTER SERVICES]; BRENMPL TENDER NO.
and (ii) Earnest Money for Courier Services addressed to the Registrar 3. 3iiareA fog Fafiem IRy feAte 12/02/2024 F9F 10:30 91 | 030/SALIPURI2023-24; [ESTIMATED COST - ¥651.08 LAKH]
(R&D) so as to reach on or before 12.03.2024 up to 5 p.m which will be 4. STeTET FIe YU RIa/esele # S st iR 09/03/2024 TEA 17:30 S | 2, DESIGN, SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND TESTING OF 5 NOS. AIR HANDLING UNIT M.
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Registrar (R&D)| TRL/~(FS0. T I ) Last clate of tender submission - 15.03.2024 by 11:00 Hrs. For downloading tender documents
Room No.101, first floor, EapbicEEDE ard other defails, kindty visit website www.mstcecommerce.com, Tendar datails are glso
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¥ BEFORE THE ARBITRATOR

PUBLIC NOTICE
(U/S 84 of the Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act, 2002)
Clo. TUSB Sahakari Bank Limited, Maruti Ashish Building, Opp. Apna Bazaar, Jawaharlal
Nehru Road, Mulund (West), Mumbai, Maharashtra — 400 080.

WHEREAS TJSB SAHAKARI BANK LIMITED, being the Disputant have referred
to me the Dispute mentioned below for decision, | hereby summon you to appear
before me at the above address in person or through a duly instructed pleader
or an advocate authorized and able to answer all material questions relating to
the Arbitration case on such questions on the 06" day of March, 2024 at 11.30
A.M. and further to answer the claim in the said Arbitration case.

Office of Superintending Engineer,
Rampur Circle, P.W.D. Rampur

E-Procurement Short Notice Inviting Tenders

Ref.No. 642 /E-Nivida-Rampur/23-24 Dated :-06-02-2024
1. The Superintending Engineer Rampur Circle, U.P.P.W.D. Rampur on behalf of Governor of
Uttar Pradesh invites the Percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved|
Contractors registered in Road category with UP PWD. The Bidder may submit bids for any
or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in|
the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.

Office of Executive Engineer,
Provincial Division, P.W.D. Amroha
E-Procurement Notice Inviting Tenders

T3 |, - NWROGS L GEN)OT/2023/-ONoCPM!
GSULUNWR, fa=is 00.02.2024

oo N U, Mg ofEe, e ufeem
YoTd, AR G AT & et &
I W W - F A | mEiE
ot & armaie it st & A e
E e T p e e e e
i-Fiffmrgend, 2023-24 : 14, Fefa

=T T T Augmentation of facilies in

No. 175/E-Tender/23-24 Dated : 21-01-202

1.  The Executive Engineer, Provincial Division, PWD, Amroha on behalf of Governor o
Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approve
Contractors registered with UP PWD, Class A, B, C, & D (for Road work) The Bidder may
submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum]

SN Dispute / Case No. | Name and Address of the Opponent/s qualification criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the R = i S
| 2. digsel sheds lor homing ol eleciric
' award of the contract. locomotives at Bhagat Ki Kothi Diesel
1. ARB/TJSB/SVT/01 Of 2024 Mr. LOkESh omprakaSh Datta ST Estimated Bid Time of Cost of tender] ~ Category of 2 r Hla Ao 2
TJSB Sahakal’i Bank Ltd Plot No. 94 Readymade Comp|eX No | DISTRICT] Name of Work cost Security C‘)ﬁlplemﬁ"f documents | road contractor Shed owver Jodhpur Division, HEHTHH
- - ’ y (Rs.inLac)|  (Rs.in ne wor including GS eligible =1 g o ey
. . (Includin; T g ':.-P' S T .. )
-Disputants, Pardeshipura, Indore, Madhya Pradesh. s [Pl tvons it oo | I il S bt
Vis. Opp No. ! Y Kl / >} 0 ] S Name of 1(;05' (Rs.in including the work eligible 5,038,200/ - il ol
. 1 | Rampur| Special repair work of Hatfiz Nagar road from Bilaspur Swar Road I o Work (Rs.in ! . / ;
M/s. Lemon Apparels Mr. Ritesh Omprakash Datta Matkheda via T-09 Km 4. 68.00 | 540 | 03 month| 235400 | cucaonyns Lacs) | Lacs) | GST(RS.) | (Including riny GSU-14 of 2023-24 FfEe v ?ﬁ#ﬁ
& Ors. Plot No. 94, Readymade Comp|ex, 2 | Rampur| NH-87 Km 32 to Hamidabad via Sihore Chanden Marg 59.00 4.95 [ 03 month| 2354.00 | Category A B C T 3 3 2 3 a3 7 g il : 04022024 F 1300 99 °F |
...Opponents Pardeshipura, Indore, Madhya Pradesh. 8| Rampur| Special repair work of Mullakheda Matkheda road. 4700 | 435 | 03 month| 235400 | Cacaory A5 C| T : AR CAD FqATEe o fAav W w I-Ffdgr ol g
opp No 4 Rampur| Under special repair work of CC and drain in the populated part 1 Amroha | Reconstruction of NH-24 to Chaubara road 11.70 1.17 766.00 2 Months (roe; d éategory) 'I~|.'ﬂ g - ,
e * of Mahunagar on Kemri (Uttar Pradesh) road from Matkhedato | 112.00 | 7.60 | 03 month| 2354.00 | Catcgory'a’ B i — = T HEL B - www, Ireps.goviin
Mrs. Mukta Lokesh Datta Mahunagar, Mankara. 5> | Amroha ReconstructlonT(;iT(\iI:rl;gra::;a- Dhananea fo 31.80 3.18 854.00 2 Months (roAa{dBéaCt fgo?y) 185-0824
Plot No. 94, Readymade Complex, 5 | Rampur) Spectal repair work of Lalpur Saidnagar Nagh Marg to Bainjana | 3309 | 3.30 | 03 month| 2354.00 | cucgory s mc Patch repair work in Vidhansabha Amroha - - Foblowus &t [ B [ mRaitways [ MR aBways_
PardeShlpura’ |nd0re, Madhya Pradesh. 6 | Rampur| Special repair work of the road from Lalpur Singani road to 36.00 1 3.60 I 03 month| 2354.00 | ca AVBC 3 Amroha | and Nauganwa Sadat in Assistant Engineer-] 15.00 1.50 854.00 12 Months A’dB(’:Ct &D
Opp No. Mazar Ki Madhaiya Ahmedabad. ) ) ’ desery Sub-Division (road Category) NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY {:—:,2”
. . 7 Rampurl Special repair work of Milak Mundi road from NH-87. 33.00 3.30 | 03 month| 2354.00 | category'a'B''C - —— I
Mrs. Dlvya Ritesh Datta | 4 | Amroha Patch repair work in Vidhansabha Dhanaura 6.00 0.60 266.00 12 Months “A,B,C &D”
Plot No. 94, Readym ade Comp|ex’ . . in Assistant Engineer-1I Sub-Division ' ' ' (road Category) E;TEH DER H!:]TIC E
Pardeshipura, Indore, Madhya Pradesh. » Bids must be download 'onhns: fO@ 10:00 AM 0n. date 12.02.2024 to 12:00 PM (Tn dated Patoh epair weork i Vidhamsabia D hcan Dy. Ghisf Electrical Enginear
Opp No 19.02.2024 and the technical bids will be opened online date 19.02.2024 at 12:30 PM in Office 5 | Amroha | and Nauganwa Sadat in Assistant Engineer-|  6.00 0.60 766.00 12Months |~ Category) iConstruction), Morth Western Railway,
: . . . . . C . 111 Sub-Division fone s i of 1k ;
of Superintending Engineer Rampur Circle PWD Rampur and Financial bids of the qualified Jodhpur for and on behalf of the President

TAKE NOTICE, that in default of your appearance on the day time and place
as mentioned herein above, the Arbitration case will be decided “Ex-parte”.
Given under my hand and seal this 07"" day of February, 2024.

Clo.

of India, invites e-Tenders [Open Tender-
Two packet system), for the following
work:- (1) Tender Mo.: EL/CULBRW/
Doubling TIOS2023-2024 (2} Name of
the work with Its lecation: Design,
Supply, Erection, Testing and

bidders will be opened on date & time as notified. According to the provisions of Government
Order no. 1/2018/3070/78-2-2018/42 1T/2017 (22) Date 03-01-2018 after opening of the
technical and financial bids, the qualified bidder has to submit original documents personally in|

The Rate adopted in the BOQ all Other taxes but excluding GST.

Tender cost and EMD should be deposited online by Net Banking as per Column 6 in the table,
Bids must be download online from 10:00 AM on date 12.02.2024 to 12:00 PM on dategl
20.02.2024 and the technical bids will be opened online date 20.02.2024 at 12:30 PM an

YV VYV

TJSB Sahakarl Bank Limited, department/ office. In the event of non submission of original documents by the bidder, the

Maruti Ashish Building, Opp. Apna Bazar, Sd/- ) _ ] ] o . o ) ) . . ) . Commissioning of Railwsy Electrification
Jawaharlal Nehru Rd?, MlE)IEnd FEW), (Adv. S. V. Tinaikar) appropriate action will be taken in accordance with provisions of G.O. Financial bl‘d‘S of the qualified bidders will be opened on date & time as notified. According ek uTEIEE.I-:'EIf High F!:i5aYDHE systemin
g, Mumbai, Maharashtra - 400 080. Arbitrator & | > All terms & conditions can be seen on website http:/etender.up.nic.in. The bidders have to to the provisions of Government Order no. 1/2018/3070/78-2-2018/42 1T/2017 (22) Date] | MANHERL -BHIWANI KHERA & 2X25

convanbonal OHE system in BHIVWARNI-
DOBH section in Bikanaer Division, MWR
in connedion with doutding work, (3]
Approximate cost of the work: ¥
AEE0011T3.23/- (4) Earnest Money to be
deposited: T2450000/- (5) Tender
Closing date & time: 0632024 upta
1500 hrs (6] Details of particulars,
where e-tender can be seen & filled up:
www ireps.govin  (T) Official E-mall
address: dyceecjug@gmall com
182-0F{24

Follaw us & n :.HI'IF'.!“‘#I:.I.'-. KR aitways

03-01-2018 after opening of the technical and financial bids, the qualified bidder has toj
submit original documents personally in department/ office. In the event of non submissioE|

login on Prahari U.R.L. http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari/ to upload required documents as per
Goverment Order No. 879(1)/23-7-2020 dt. 25-08-2020 & E-N.C./HOD's uppwd Order
No. 4859/4M-L.C/2020 dt. 27.08.2020.
Rules/conditions & details of the tender are available at website http://etender.up.nic.in.
(R. A. Dohare)
Superintending Engineer
Rampur Cir., PWD, Rampur
Ph. 0595-2351163
Email- pwdrampur@gmail.com

of original documents by the bidder, the appropriate action will be taken in accordance wit
the provisions of G.O. All terms & conditions can be seen on website http:/etender.up.nic.i

Executive Engineer
Provincial Division, PWD
Amroha
For and on behalf of Governor of UP
05922-246261

(Krishan Vir)
Executive Engineer
Pro.Div.PWD, Rampur

| UPID-202812 Date 09/02/2024
WWW.upgov.nic.in

UPID-202832 Date-09.02.2024
www.upgov.nic.in
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Leach ruled out
of India Tests
with knee injury

Jack Leach injured his knee while
fielding during the first Test. Reuters

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
FEBRUARY 11

IN A major blow to England, left-arm spin-
ner Jack Leach has been ruled out of the re-
maining three Tests against India with a
knee injury. Leach, who featured in the first
Test at Hyderabad, hurt his left knee while
fielding on Day 1 and subsequently be-
cause of the excess swelling, bowled
mostly four-over spells before missing the
second Test at Vizag.

As England left for Abu Dhabi to enjoy
the break period, it was expected that
Leach would come back fit. However, fol-
lowing further scans in Abu Dhabi Leach
has decided to head back to London for fur-
ther treatment. “He will fly home from Abu
Dhabi in the next 24 hours, where the
England team have been staying ahead of
the third Test in Rajkot, which starts on
Thursday. Leach will work closely with the
England and Somerset medical teams in re-
spect of his rehabilitation,” the ECB said in
a statement.

Leach’s unavailability means, England
will have a re-look at their bowling combi-
nation as the ECB confirmed that they will
not name any replacement for the series.

In both the Tests so far, they have taken
the field with just one seamer and three spin-
ners. However, with Leach now not in the
fray, it remains to be seen if England will stick
to the inexperienced trio of Rehan Ahmed,
Tom Hartley and Shoaib Bashir. Out of the
three, Hartley made his debut in Hyderabad,
while Bashir played his maiden Test at Vizag.

With all three being on the expensive
side, and with India’s batsmen looking to
unsettle them, England may be tempted to
play another seamer at Rajkot as they can
always rely on Joe Root to deliver a few
overs of off-spin.

England, who headed to Abu Dhabi
from Vizag, to enjoy a short break with
their families, are scheduled to arrive in
Rajkot on Monday.

‘Real show stealer was Boomball’

PTI adds: Lavishing praise on teammate
Jasprit Bumrah, senior India off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin said "Boomball" stole
the show in the second Test against England
and the pacerreaching top of the ICC rankings
across three formats is a "Himalayan feat™.

Bumrah displayed brilliance with the
ball to play a key role in the team's series-
levelling 106-run win in the second Test in
Visakhapatnam.

"The real show stealer was BoomBall.
Jasprit Bumrah has bowled extraordinar-
ily," Ashwin said on his YouTube channel.

"He is the leading wicket-taker with 14
wickets and also the No.1 ranked Test
bowler. The first India fast bowler to
achieve number one across all formats. |
am a big fan of his and this is a Himalayan
feat." Ashwin said

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

RYBAKINA TRIUMPHS IN ABU DHABI
Abu Dhabi: Top seed Elena Rybakina powered to a 6-1 6-4 win
over Russian Daria Kasatkina in the final of the Abu Dhabi
Open on Sunday to lift her second trophy of the season and

seventh overall. REUTERS

Yellow fever

For the third time in seven months, Australia upstage India in the summit clash, this time their U-19s cruise to 79-run victory

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY T1

THE ENGLAND football legend Gary Lineker
once enviously said about the German side of
the late 1980s and 90s: “Football is a simple
game. Twenty-two men chase a ball for 90
minutes and at the end, the Germans always
win.” In the context of cricket, the same could
be said about Australia. They always win the
big final, and of late at the expense of India.
In the last seven months alone, they have
beaten India thrice in the final of a global
tournament—first in the World Test
Championship (WTC)final at The Oval, then
the ODI World Cup final in Ahmedabad and
now in the U-19 World Cup summit clashin
Benoni.

Unlike India, Australia had stuttered to
the final, enduring a close shave against
Pakistan in the semifinal, but when it mat-
tered they produced a ruthless performance
reminiscent of their seniors to crush India by
79 runs to claim their fourth U-19 title. Piling
253 for 7, the highest total everinan U-19 fi-
nal, on what commentator Ian Bishop de-
scribed as "one of the fastest surfaces I have
ever seen for a U-19 World Cup, with signif-
icant lateral movement, bounce and carry”,
they bowled out India for 174 runs.

Needless to say, Australia’s medium pac-
ers thrived on the surface. Callum Vidler and
Mahli Beardman troubled India’s batsmen
with pace;

Charlie Anderson and Tom Straker sus-
tained the pressure with tight bowling, be-
fore off-spinner Raf MacMilan reaped the
harvest by grabbing three wickets.

Vidler, who politely refused to answer
the broadcaster's question on who is the
fastest bowler among, produced the first
jolt for India by removing opener Arshin
Kulkarni cheaply. Adarsh Singh and
Musheer Khan somehow managed to sur-
vive the powerplay. But Beardman, who
came as second change, ran through the
top order. The pacer from Dunsborough,
West Australia, who has already played for
his state ratcheted up the pace. The terror-
ized batsmen of India looked timid.

As with most pacers from the region,
the legendary Dennis Lillee had a decisive
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Australia scored 253-7, which was the highest total ever in an U-19 World Cup final. Ap

influence on him. Three years ago, he
pleaded with the Australian legend to take
him under his wings, but Lillee initially re-
fused. "DK (Lillee) had a rule that he
wouldn't work with anyone until they were
16. I had to do a little bit of waiting and a
little bit of work but when I was about 151
convinced him to finally have a look,"
Beardman had told reporters ahead of their
semifinal clash against Pakistan.

"We went down to the south Perth nets
and had a bowl down there and I got along
really well with him. Ever since then, he's just
been a massive mentor for me. He's such a
great man to have in my corner.”

Quick-gun Beardman

Beardman, one of the quickest in the
tournament, struck in his first over dismiss-
ing Musheer Khan, who again struggled
against quality pace. Musheer, who was
dropped at slips by Harry Dixon, never
looked at ease during his 33-ball stay.
Beardman's second victim was India's cap-
tain and tournament's leading run-getter
Uday Saharan, who slashed one straight to
his counterpart Hugh Weibgen at backward
point. Adarsh Singh, who fought the lone bat-
tle with a fine 47, eventually succumbed to
Beardman'’s bouncer.

The strapping bowler would thank Lillee

at the post-match presentation as well. "I
backed my short balls and tried to smash it
into the wicket. Through DK, I've learnt a lot
of mental stuff. Thinking about my bowling,
thinking about field settings. He's been in-
credible, always a pleasure to bowl alongside
him," he said.

What would really hurt India is that they
let MacMillan grab three wickets. It was like
aquestion that came out of the syllabus. The
part-timer struck with his first ball and re-
moved Sachin Dhas, who had looked un-
fazed against the pacers. A faint edge ended
Dhas' World Cup campaign. Aravelly Avanish
chipped one straight back to the bowler for a

NUMBER PLATE
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This was Australia’s fourth U-19
title, and the first since 2010. This
was also their 14th men’s ICC title.

ndia’s captain Uday
Saharan emerged as
the highest run-

getter in the tournament, with a
hundred and three fifty-plus
scores.

duck. Raj Limbani yorked himself to end
India’s last lingering hopes.

While batting was catastrophic, the
bowlers would rue in letting Australia put on
253 for 7. After getting rid of Sam Konstas with
the team score on 16in 2.3 overs, they let Harry
Dixon (42) and Hugh Weibgen (48) puton 78
runs for the second wicket. Though they lost
two wickets in the space of adding five runs,
Harjas Singh sprung to the occasion. He had
managed only 49 runs in the tournament, but
top-scored with a valuable 55 of 64 balls. The
southpaw was at his imperious best against
the spinners, hitting three sixes. Though
Australia lost a cluster of wickets in the mid-
dle overs Oliver Peake’s 43-ball 46 not out gave
them the final flourish. Medium pacer Raj
Limbani (3/38)apart, none made a decisive im-
pact, costing heavily.

India’s captain Saharan blamed his bats-

men's inability to execute plans against
Australia’s pacers. "We played a few rash
shots today, didn't spend time in the middle.
We were prepared but couldn't execute the
plans,” he lamented. Or it could be that they
were facing Australia, the Germany of world
cricket, the ultimate tournament team. They
always win.
BRIEF SCORES: Australia 253-7 in 50 overs
(Harjas Singh 55, Hugh Weibgen 48, Harry
Dixon 42, Oliver Peake 46*; Raj Limbani 3-
38) beat India 174 all out in 43.5 overs
(Adarsh Singh 47; Mahli Beardman 3-15, Raf
MacMillan 3-43)

Inswing: Limbani masters new weapon to star on big stage

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY T1

RAJ LIMBANTI'S in-swing bowling caught
everyone’s attention at the U-19 World Cup.
In the final, the right-arm quick was India’s
best bowler, picking up three for 38, though
it wasn’t enough to get the desired result.

Limbani cleaned up Sam Konstas
through the gate, before pinning Ryan Hicks
and Charlie Anderson with nip-backers.
Most of his 11 wickets in the tournament
came courtesy deliveries that came into the
batsmen.

However, Limbani’s long-time coach
Digvijay Singh Rathwa says he never had a nat-
ural in-swinger and had to work to master it
last year.

“His strength has always been the
outswinger. Irfan (Pathan) was really im-
pressed with his pace but he wanted him to
work on hisinswing as well to be more unpre-
dictable,” Rathwa tells The Indian Express.

Rathwa knew at 18, it was going to be
very difficult for someone to learn a new

Yadav stars for Haryana

JAYANT YADAV'S 10-wicket match haul
earned Haryana a massive innings victory
over hosts Jharkhand in Jamshedpur on
Sunday. The off-spinner snared five vic-
tims in each innings as Jharkhand were
bowled out for 119 and 185 following on,
after Haryana amassed 509 batting first.
There was only one fifty-plus score for
Jharkhand across the two innings. Left-
arm spinner Nishant Sindhu chipped in
with three wickets in the second innings.
BRIEF SCORES: Haryana 509 beat
Jharkhand 119 (Jayant Yadav 5/35, Sumit
Kumar 3/9) & 185 (Utkarsh Singh 53;
Jayant Yadav 5/55, Nishant Sindhu 3/39)
by an innings and 205 runs

Deshpande comes to
Mumbai’s rescue

SEAMER TUSHAR Deshpande came to
Mumbai’s rescue as he dismissed centu-
rion and Chhattisgarh captain Amandeep
Khare to not only notch up a five-wicket
haul, but also secure a slim but vital 1-run
first-innings lead.

Deshpande trapped Khare in front for
143 as the hosts were bowled out for 350,
one short of Mumbai'’s total.

Chhattisgarh were reduced to 265/7
at one stage before Khare put on impor-
tant stands with the lower order, but they
fell just short. Mumbai took control of
proceedings with a solid start to their sec-
ond innings.

BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai 351 & 97/1 lead
Chhattisgarh 350 (Amandeep Khare 143;
Tushar Deshpande 5/121) by 98 runs

RANJI ROUND-UP

art. But he recalled a quote from former
India bowling coach Bharat Arun, while do-
ing his level 1 course at the National Cricket
Academy (NCA). “Bharat Arun sir used to
say that one had to be very patient with fast
bowlers.”

Limbani was in two minds and a bit wor-
ried about whether he would be the same
bowler or not if he worked on the in-swinger.
But in Rathwa, he had a mentor who had en-
dured many swings of misfortunes in his ca-
reer. The 28-year-old, a batch-mate of Hardik
Pandya and Deepak Hooda, was on ventilator
forayear.

“lused toopen forBarodain U-16and U-19
cricket. In 2015, I had GBS (Guillain-Barre
Syndrome), a very rare disease in India. I was
just 19and ona ventilator at Mahavir Hospital
in Surat for ayear. I told Raj ‘look at me, I fought
death and came back, and here you are wor-
rying about your bowling. Atleast giveitatry,”
says Rathwa.

With Rathwa’s assurance, Limbani was
ready to take up the challenge and for the next
eight months, worked on his inswing,

“We started it in May. For the first 40 days,

a

Raj Limbani was India’s best bowler in
the final, returning impressive figures
of 3-38.ApP

he bowled from his crease without any run-
up. Then for the next 60, he bowled from five
paces. It took time because in the meantime, he
was playing Cooch Behar Trophy and Vinoo
Mankad Trophy, then the U-19 challengers as
well. Before the Asia Cup, he started bowling

Jayant Yadav’s 10-wicket match haul (five wickets in each innings) gave
Haryana an innings victory over hosts Jharkhand. File

Delhi fight back

AFTER CONCEDING the first-innings lead,
Delhi fought back on the third day
through a century by Ayush Badoni and
half-centuries by openers Yash Dhull and
Anuj Rawat. There were important con-
tributions by skipper Himmat Singh and
Jonty Sidhu as well, which helped Delhi
set a victory target of 327 for hosts
Himachal Pradesh at Dharamsala. The
visitors had taken one second-innings
wicket in pursuit of a come-from-behind
win.

BRIEF SCORES: Delhi 264 & 381/6 de-
clared (Ayush Badoni 111, Yash Dhull 82,
Anuj Rawat 54) vs Himachal Pradesh 319

(Rishi Dhawan 95; Siddhant Sharma
5/103, Himanshu Chauhan 3/72) & 31/1

TN fighting

AJITH RAM'’S five-wicket haul kept Tamil
Nadu alive against Karnataka, but the
hosts still faced a stiff task to secure an
unlikely win over Karnataka. After con-
ceding a 215-run first-innings deficit,
Tamil Nadu bundled out the visitors for
139, courtesy Ajith’s left-arm spin, that
left them chasing 355 in the fourth in-
nings. Karnataka had got the important
wicket of Narayan Jagadeesan by the
close of play.

BRIEF SCORES: Karnataka 366 & 139

(Ajith Ram 5/61) vs Tamil Nadu 151
(Vijaykumar Vyshak 4/26, Shashi Kumar
3/41)&36/1

Saxena’s one-man show

HOSTS KERALA were in a strong position
to claim full points against Bengal at
Thumba, courtesy a remarkable all-round
performance from Jalaj Saxena. The vet-
eran off-spinner ran through the Bengal
order with nine wickets in the first in-
nings before claiming one in the second
as well. Opening the batting, Saxena also
scored 40 and 37 and has another day to
add to his 10-wicket match haul, as
Bengal need 372 more runs with eight
wickets in hand.

BRIEF SCORES: Kerala 363 & 365/6 de-
clared (Rohan Kunnummal 51, Sachin
Baby 51, Shreyas Gopal 50; Shahbaz
Ahmed 3/80) vs Bengal 180 (Jalaj Saxena
9/68)& 77/2

Saurashtra in control

SAURASHTRA'’S STRONG bowling attack
helped them dominate hosts Rajasthan
to take a sizeable lead going into the final
day. Left-arm spinner Dharmendrasinh
Jadeja’s five-wicket haul and off-spinner
Yuvrajsinh Dodiya’s four scalps helped
the visitors take control in Jaipur.
Cheteshwar Pujara had a rare modest
score in the second innings but Arpit
Vasavada and Sheldon Jackson put on an
unbeaten century partnership to put
Saurashtra 245 ahead.

BRIEF SCORES: Saurashtra 328 & 174/4
(Arpit Vasavada 53 batting) vs Rajasthan
257 (Dharmendrasinh Jadeja 5/99,
Yuvrajsinh Dodiya 4/88)

Epﬂper-.neIss.cnm

from his full run-up. He was glad that without
losing pace, he had learned anew artand I was
relieved as a coach as well,” laughs Rathwa.

Strong mind

He lauds Raj's mentality as well and says
apart from his pace, Pathan was impressed
with his attitude as well.

“Irfan bhai said he has got potential and
a good head on his shoulders and with a lit-
tle bit of guidance, he can become a good end
product in a couple of years. Before going to
the World Cup, Irfan bhai spent a week with
him. He gave him tips on how to ball in South
African conditions, and the importance of
hitting a good length there. [ think he has
ticked most of the boxes, including the six
that he hit in the semi-final at a very crucial
time,” says Rathwa.

“He clocks 135 kmph consistently and at
the National Cricket Academy, he has clocked
141 twice. Pace is something that we will work
along with his batting once he returns home,”
he says.

Rathwa feels Limbani wants to play first-
class cricket and right from his U-16 days,

would talk about workload management.

“He loves bowling with the red ball. Even
before going to the World Cup, he used to bowl
with the red ball. During his U-16 days, he used
to talk about workload management. He is
aware of this aspect. He bowled around 200
overs in six matches in the Cooch Behar Trophy
in the 2022-23 season. It was the most by any
fast bowler.

He also enjoys bowling long spells. He is
from the IPL generation but is very old-fash-
ioned when it comes to cricket,” the coach
says.

Back in Dayapar in Kachchh, Vasantbhai
Patel took the day off, and watched his son
play the U-19 World Cup final with 50-odd
people at his home. There was some concern
when Raj felt his hamstring while bowling
his eighth over.

“Final hai, mujhe maloom tha ek pair pe
bhi bowling daalega (This is the final and I
knew he would bowl even on one leg),” says
Raj’s father.

“This is what he has lived for. [ don’t think
he ever had any other plans barring cricket. I
am happy that he is living his dream,” he says.

Aus vs WI: Maxwell smashes
5th T20I ton, equals Rohit’s feat

ASSOCIATED PRESS
FEBRUARY 11

GLENN MAXWELL blasted a record-equaling
century as Australia beat West Indies by 34
runs on Sunday and took an unassailable 2-0
lead in its three-match Twenty20 series.
Maxwell smashed an unbeaten 120 off 55
balls, with eight sixes and 12 fours, and shared
a92-runstand with Tim David (31 off 14 balls)
to propel Australia to 241-4 and the highest
T20international score at Adelaide Oval.

"We're extremely lucky to have (Maxwell)
in our team," Australia captain Mitch Marsh
said. "He'sa match winner, game changerand
people come to watch him." The West Indies
chase was derailed by the loss of five wickets in
the first seven overs, but a rally led by captain
Rovman Powell (63 off 36 balls) and Andre
Russell (37 off 16 balls) briefly gave the tourists
hope of reeling in the mammoth target.

But the weight of the chase ultimately
proved too much as Marcus Stoinis (3-36)and
debutant Spencer Johnson (2-39) led
Australia's bowlers in restricting the West
Indies chase to 207-9 inits 20 overs.

"Yeah, I think the boys show courage, you
know, that we would just start aggressive but
we kept losing wickets," Powell said. “We also
need to get big partnerships just as the Aussies
did." Earlier, Australia slipped to a precarious
64-3 after 6.4 overs after being asked to bat
first, with Josh Inglis (four), Marsh (29 off 12
balls)and David Warner (22 off 19 balls)all hol-
ing-out playing expansive shots.

Maxwell started slowly with his first four

We're extremely lucky to have
(Maxwell) in our team. He's a
match winner, game changer and
people come to watch him.”

--MITCH MARSH
AUSTRALIA SKIPPER

runs coming off five balls, before his innings
exploded into life with a rush of boundaries.

He shared an 82-run stand with Stoinis (16
off 15 balls)and thena 92-run partnership with
Tim David, which reaped 25 runs from the fi-
nal over bowled by Russell.

Maxwell's century came off 50 balls and
was the fastest hundred inaT20 international
in Australia — beating South African Rilee
Rossouw's 52-ball effort against Bangladesh
during the 2022 World Cup.

Itwas also Maxwell's fifth T20 international
century, equalling the record held by India's
Rohit Sharma. “Ifeel really comfortable in this
format. I think over the last probably 18
months, I've felt really good about my batting
and really good about my game,” Maxwell said.

Australiabeat West Indies by 11 runsin the

firstmatch in Hobart on Friday. The third game
of the three-match series will be played on
Tuesday at Perth. Australia, which is playing
six T20s over the next three weeks, routed
West Indies 3-0 in the ODI series.
BRIEF SCORES: Australia 241-4 in 20 overs
(Maxwell 120*) bt West Indies 207-9 in 20
overs(Powell 63,ARussell 37; Stoinis 3-36) by
34runs
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Nagal wins Chennai
Open, set to enter
men’stop 100

Chennai: India's top singles player Sumit
Nagal on Sunday won his fifth
Challenger-level singles title, outplay-
ing Italian Luca Nardi in the final of the
Chennai Open -- an achievement
whichwill propel him into the top-100
for the first time in his career. Nagal's 6-
1 6-4 win is likely to take him to 98
when the fresh rankings will be issued
onMonday. Nagal has beenin tremen-
dous form as he won the Chennai Open
without dropping a set. Nagal will be
firstIndian to feature in singles top-100
since Prajnesh Gunneswaran made the
cutin2019."T'm very emotional (today).
You know, every tennis player's dream
is to be top 100 at least. And like I said
earlier, to win this match in front of the
home crowd in your own country, [
don't thinkIcould have asked forabet-
ter place,” Nagal said afterwards. PTI

PKL: Paltan hammer
Thalaivas, reach semis

Kolkata: The Puneri Paltan thrashed
Tamil Thalaivas 56-29 to enter the
semifinals of the Pro Kabaddi League
Season 10 on Sunday. Aslam Inamdar
picked up afew raid points as the Puneri
Paltanraced away with a six-pointlead
within the third minute. However,
Mohammadreza Kaboudrahangi
helped the Tamil Thalaivas get on board
through a super tackle on Pankaj
Mohite. But Mohit Goyat effected araid
and Abinesh Nadarajan tackled Vishal
Chahal as the Pune side inflicted the first
all out of the match to take a biglead at
12-2.The Pune outfit inflicted another
all out to lead 28-10 and never relin-
quished their lead. PTI

Tejaswinwins
season-opening meet

New Delhi: National record holder in
high jump Tejaswin Shankar won the
top prize in the International High Jump
Gala Elmos 2024 athletics meet in
Heist-op-den-Berg, Belgiumwithaleap
of 2.23 metres. Shankar, competing for
the first time since October last year, fin-
ished ahead of Greece's Antonios
Merlos (2.20 metres) in the World
Athletics Indoor Tour Challenger event
on Saturday. The 25-year-old, who
holds both the men's high jump and de-
cathlon national records, however,
could not better his personal best of
2.29m. Shankar has trained his eyes on
a Paris Olympics berth but for that he
will have to achieve a qualifying stan-
dard of 2.33 metres. PTI

Gukesh loses three

rounds, finishes sixth

Wangels  (Germany): India's
Grandmaster D Gukesh had to be con-
tent with a sixth place finish in the
rapid play-offs of the Weissenhaus
Freestyle Chess challenge after losing
the last three rounds here. Nodirbek
Abdusattarov of Uzbekistan domi-
nated the rapid event that was mainly
done to determine the pairings for the
knockout stage. The young Uzbek
ended with an impressive 5.5 points
out of a possible seven and finished a
half point clear of Vincent Keymer of
Germany. Fabiano American Levon
Aronian ended seventh ahead of the
struggling reigning world champion
Ding Liren who made just adraw with
six losses in the event. PTI

PREMIER LEAGUE

Standard bearer

After 2-2 draw inregulation time thanks to Hardik’s exploits, India get the better of Netherlands in shootout

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
FEBRUARY 11

THAT HARDIK Singh is the heartbeat of the
Indian men's hockey team couldn't have been
more evident than on Sunday in Bhubaneswar.

The vice-captain was at the centre of most
things good his side did in the FIH Hockey Pro
League match against world No. 1 Netherlands.
Inariveting game between two top sides, India
took the lead through Hardik and scored an
equaliser late on thanks to captain
Harmanpreet Singh, from a PC that hisdeputy
won. A 2-2 draw saw the teams share a point
each before PR Sreejesh showed in classinthe
shootout as India won an additional bonus
point.

It wasn't quite two teams going all-out at-
tacking throughout the game, it was a bit of
'cat-and-mouse' as Dutch coach Jeroen
Delmee put it at half time. But the match built
up into a nice crescendo before India edged it
in the end. Speaking before the match, India
head coach Craig Fulton hoped that India
would match themselves well up against the
world No. 1 and, while there were a few wor-
rying mistakes, the South African would have
been pleased with what he saw overall.

Ayearback, Hardik's injury in the middle of
the World Cup proved to be a tough one to
overcome for India. Having started the tour-
nament so well, he was heartbroken and even-
tually, so were India, after a pre-quarterfinal
defeat against New Zealand.

Sunday was another reminder of how
much India missed him then, as he ran the
show from the centre of midfield. The Dutch
started the match brilliantly, looking to catch
the Indian defence off guard with long passes
— both aerial and on the ground. The ball was
pinging off their sticks with impressive rhythm
and for most of the opening quarter, India had
to hang in, with some sharp deep defending.

It was one of those long passes that India
managed to break down that led to the open-
ing goal. Hardik ran with the ball for more than
half the length of the field to find Sukhjeet
Singh. The forward held the ball and slid a pass
back to Hardik.

One of Fulton's mantrasis to play with con-
trol and the finish from Hardik was all about
that. He took a touch and then guided the ball
into the net asif he was gently passing a ball to
his teammate, only this one beat the Dutch
goalkeeper Maurits Visser, who seemed to be
surprised that the ball came at him from an
acute angle.

L'H.

Hardik Singh (R) celebrates after scoring a goal against the Netherlands on Sunday. Hockey India

SCORELINE

India . Netherlands
Hardik Singh 13’ I JipJanssen 30°
Harmanpreet 58’ , Koen Bijen 39°

A combination of good defence and one
moment of brilliance from Hardik gave
India the lead against the run of play.
Hardik then produced a superb steal five
minutes into the second quarter as he read
a Dutch long pass well. A couple of minutes
later, he came up with a fine dribble to win
a penalty corner for India with clever di-
rection change and 3D skills.

But the Dutch are the world's top side for
areasonand they found goals on either side of
the half time to go into the lead. At the very
end of Q2, Manpreet Singh's diving intercep-
tion was deemed to be deliberately sending
the ball behind the byline and Jip Janssen fired

itin from the Penalty Corner.

With Fulton saying his team had to get
better at avoiding turnover of possessions,
the start of Q3 saw India lose the ball more of-
ten. From one such turnover at midfield, the
Netherlands had a spell of possession that
resulted ina PC. This time Koen Bijen reacted
sharpest among those in the circle to score
off arebound. Even when India had an ordi-
nary third quarter, it was Hardik who drove
the team forward. The final quarter saw India
start things off in top gear, and their bravery
would be rewarded late on. Hardik reacted
quickest to a loose ball in the Netherlands'
attacking third and drew a push from the
Dutch defence. Harmanpreet was quick to
refer this to the video umpire and India had
a PC with two minutes left.

Sreejesh delivers again

Coach Delmee's one wish before the match
was that his side would have to keep India
away from penalty corner situations, but after
defending well till then, it would prove to be
the decisive moment. After a good night from

set pieces against Spain, India's drag flickers
didn't have the best of times... until this in-
stance. Hardik stepped up to inject, and
Harmanpreet fired in his best drag flick of the
night, scoring the equaliser on his 200th ap-
pearance for India.

India had taken their goalkeeper off with
2:43leftin the match and scored the equaliser.
But shortly after, their talisman PR Sreejesh
was back on the pitch and produced afine save
in the dying moments to take his side to a
shootout. And there, he'd shine again, starting
with a stunning reflex save before preventing
another Dutch goal by holding his ground. No
stranger to last-minute interventions, Sreejesh
ensured India would stay unbeaten over the
weekend (after an impressive outing against
Spaintoo)to send out a timely reminder at the
start of the Olympicyear that he s still the main
man between the posts.

In the end, winning the player-of-the-
match award, Hardik said: "We showed the
standard where we want to be." Five points
from two matches to start the Pro League is a
good reflection of that sentiment.

Nikhat Zareen goes
down in close bout;

Panghal, Sachin
clinch gold

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
FEBRUARY T

FOR A brief moment at the end of the women'’s
50kg final, there was confusion. The announcer
read out that the boxer in blue had won, but
the referee lifted the arm of the boxer in red.
ButNikhat Zareen knew by then thatitwasn’t
her day. She had a wry smile as the referee
quickly changed the decision to point to the
right winner as per the judges.

It was a silver for the two-time world
champion at the 75th Strandja Memorial
Tournament in Sofia, Bulgaria on Sunday as
Nikhat (50kg) went down 2-3 against
Uzbekistan’s Sabina Bobokulova. On another
day, the decision to raise Nikhat's hand could
well have been the right one because there
wasn’t much to choose between the two.

Halfway into the opening round,
Bobokulova threw both her arms up in the
air as if celebrating a good punch on the
Indian, but in effect, those were in response
to a big punch that Nikhat had landed mo-
ments before.

Over those three minutes, there was a
good case to be made that Nikhat landed
more meaningful punches than her oppo-
nent but Bobokulova exuded more confi-
dence and energy. A 1-4 decision on the
scorecard was harsh on Nikhat and it
would prove to be tough to overcome after
she also lost a tough second round 2-3.The
Indian did dominate the final stages to take
it 5-0 but the damage had been done early
on, meaning Nikhat has now gone two in-
ternational tournaments without gold after
a streak of titles leading into the Asian
Games.

There was very little emotion on Amit
Panghal’s (51kg) face as well but he produced
a masterful display against reigning world
champion (albeit in a lower division)
Kazakhstan’s Sanzhar Tashkenbay to win 5-
0.The second gold medal of the day for India
came from Sachin (57kg) as he prevailed over
Uzbekistan’s Shakhzod Muzafarov.

That Amit’s celebration was muted
could perhaps be down to the fact that he
isnotin India’s squad for the Olympic qual-
ifiers in Busto Arsizio, Italy, later this
month, with Deepak Bhoria selected for
that already. But it was a week when Amit
showed he is still a force to be reckoned
with, barely breaking sweat in the semifi-
nal and coming out aggressively in the final
to down a reputed opponent.

Arsenal smash six past woeful West Ham to send title message

MARTYNHERMAN
LONDON, FEBRUARY 11

ARSENAL EXACTED sweet revenge on West
Ham United with a 6-0 away thrashing to
stay right in the thick of the Premier League
title race on Sunday;, obliterating their hosts
before halftime.

Mikel Arteta's side had lost twice against
their London rivals this season but were 4-0
ahead by halftime with goals by William
Saliba, Bukayo Saka, Gabriel and Leandro
Trossard.

The punishment continued in the second
half with Saka making it 5-0 before former
West Ham midfielder Declan Rice, who as-
sisted two goals in the opening period,
thumped his team's sixth on a day of abject
humiliation for the hosts.

It was a sublime display by Arsenal who
equalled their highest away league win and
wiped off a goal difference deficit to champi-
ons Manchester City who they joined on 52

11th in PL with 39 goals

SAYAKDUTTA
FEBRUARY T1

MAURICIO POCHETTINO was on a rambling
roll after Chelsea’s loss to Wolves last week. His
stream of thought went like this: “To be fo-
cused on playing football, you need to be free
in your mind. You can’t be affected because of
the stock market in New York or Tokyo, or the
weather in I don’t know where because the
farms cannot grow the cereals. That is why [
keep my hair like this. It's because I do not suf-
fer for things that I am not in charge of. I only
suffer for sport, for football, to try to improve
the players, to give them good things. A good
platform to win games. If there is norainat my
farm, I cannot grow the crops. Youkill the busi-
ness of my family on the farm and they need
money. That is stress. With that, you can lose
your hair. But I cannot lose my hair because the
opponent was better than us.”

Pochettino was trying desperately to get
the point across that The Blues need to be pa-
tient and, on the night, their opponents were
better than them. While pointing out that his
thick mop at 51 wasn’t particularly thinning
because of Chelsea’s wretched run.

The mind-mangled managerial musings
might not have made much sense but it is the
perfect metaphor for the mess Chelseaareinat

the moment in the Premier League.

Except for a midweek win against Aston
Villa in the FA Cup, Chelsea have conceded 8
goalsintheirlast two Premier League matches
with 4-1 and 4-2 losses to Liverpool and
Wolves respectively.

These strings of results have even led to
player Thiago Silva’s wife taking to social me-
diaand demanding the manager’s sacking. This
does not exactly painta harmonious picture of
alocker room united.

The club which was once revered as a
powerhouse and won the Champions
League just 3 years ago, look like a shadow
of their former selves. They are 11th in the
league table at the moment and have con-
ceded 39 goals, losing 10 of their 23
matches. That too after spending more
than £1 billion in transfers since 2023.

The huge record signings of Moises
Caicedo from Brighton and Enzo Fernandez
from Benfica have fallen flat with opponents
easily outrunning them in the midfield while
Pochettino looks for a way to implement his
tactics. Another big signing, the £58 million
Romeo Lavia from Southampton has spent
more time on the treatment table than on
the pitch. Goalkeeper Robert Sanchez who
was bought from Brighton with much fan-
fare has also been ruled out with a knee in-
jury while captain Reece James is out again

points, although they stay in third place cour-
tesy of scoring fewer goals. Leaders Liverpool
have 54 points.

Arsenal were defeated by West Ham in
the League Cup although the bigger blow
was a 2-0 home defeat in December when

they were guilty of squandering a host of | -

chances.

This time they were lethal as they tore
eighth placed West Ham to shreds at the
London Stadium. Thousands of home fans
who streamed out of the exits before half-
time were spared the rest of West Ham's
worst home league defeat since an 8-2 loss
by Blackburn Rovers in 1963.

"It was a brilliant performance from the
start to the end, we dominated and con-
trolled everything and today we were really
sharp in front of goal as well," Arsenal skip-
per Martin Odegaard said. "We backed up a
big win last week (against Liverpool) with
another great performance.”

Victories for Liverpool and Manchester
City on Saturday had cranked up the pres-

Bukayo Saka celebrates after scoring
Arsenal’s fifth goal of the game against
West Ham United on Sunday. Reuters

Except for a midweek win against Aston Villa in the FA Cup, Mauricio Pochettino’s
Chelsea have conceded 8 goals in their last two Premier League matches. Reuters

with a thigh problem.

Granted these are some of the big misses
that the club has had to contend with but they
should have the squad depth to cover it. With
big names like Thiago Silva, Raheem Sterling,

Fernandez and Caicedo all flopping, players like
Christopher Nkunku, Malo Gusto, Conor
Gallagher, Mykhailo Mudryk and the versatile
Nicolas Jackson needed to step up but they
have failed to provide a spark thus far. Only 21-

6 Arsenal
2 ManUtd

WestHam 0
Aston Villa T

sure on Arsenal to follow suit.

And how they responded.

Arteta's side dominated the opening ex-
changes with Trossard's ferocious volley
tipped over by home keeper Alphonse Areola
and Martin Odegaard's shot deflecting just
wide.

The away fans might had a sense of deja-
vu from the clash at The Emirates on Dec. 28
when Arsenal were stunned by West Ham
despite their superiority. But they need not
have worried.

Once Saliba was allowed a simple header
at the far post fromaRice cornerin the 32nd
minute, West Ham disintegrated.

Saka was then played clean through and
was taken out by Areola who was shown a
yellow card before the young England for-

Only 21-year-old Cole Palmer, a
£40million attacking midfielder
signed from Manchester has
been a bright spotin these dark
times, chipping in with 10 goals
and 4 assists

year-old Cole Palmer, a £40million attacking
midfielder signed from Manchester has been
a bright spot in these dark times, chipping in
with 10 goals and 4 assists.

If this was any normal time, Pochettino
would be out of the door by now but due to the
Premier League’s Profit and Sustainability Rules
(PSR), they can’t. The Argentine manager has
over 18 monthsleftin his current contractand
will cost Todd Boehly and Co over £10m to get
rid of. With the club being very close to
breaching the PSR due to their blind splurge
in the market last year, they will have to raise
£100 million through player sales in the sum-
mer in order to balance their books. Failing
to do so, they might have to face points de-
duction like Everton.

This is a far cry from the empire Chelsea
had built under former owner Roman
Abramovich who was a shrewd businessman

ward dispatched the penalty for his 50th goal
for the club.

Rice swungin a free kick that was met by
Gabriel with another close-range header and
with West Ham resembling rabbits frozen in
the headlights, Trossard engineered some
space before curling a sublime right-footed
shot into the top corner.

West Ham were booed off by their fans
at halftime and the exodus continued after
the break as Saka fired a clinical shot past
Areola to make it 5-0 before Rice, who got a
mixed reception from the home fans, pro-
duced a stunning finish.

Rice refused to celebrate but the party
was in full swing amongst the away fans who
left the ground dreaming of going one step
further than last season'’s runner-up finish.

It was a traumatic afternoon for West
Ham manager David Moyes who saw one of
his teams concede six goals in a home league
game for the second time in his career -- the
other occasionin 2009 when his Everton lost
6-1, also to Arsenal. REUTERS

conceded, Chelsea not able to douse any fires

and knew how the club functions. In Boehly,
Chelsea has an owner who quite literally
throws a wad full of cash at the problem. As
soon as the American took over from
Abramovich, the cardinal sin he made was to
sack the-then coach Thomas Tuchel, the very
man who had guided them to a second
Champions League. In his place, Graham Potter
from Brighton was appointed and subse-
quently sacked after 7 months.

Chelsea then went on to give the job to
clublegend Frank Lampard on an interim ba-
sis,aman who had already failed at Stamford
Bridge once before. After that, the owners
brought in Pochettino who was himself com-
ing off an underwhelming coaching stint at
Paris Saint Germain. However, this signing
was hailed as a sensible one due to the
Argentine’s propensity to work magic with
younger players as he had done in
Tottenham, a club which he coached to a
Champions League final in 2019.

Butit hasn’t worked out thus far with the
manager still struggling to get the best out of
the players under him, with the Blues hav-
ing just 31 points at this point of the season.
Immune to the sack at the moment,
Pochettino still has time to imprint his mark
on this young side but looking at the way
Chelsea play as a unit right now, he has his
work cut out for him.
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