
Suresh’s ‘separate 
nation’ comment 
sparks uproar 
E N S  @ Bengaluru

BANGALORE Rural MP D K 
Suresh courted controversy on 
Thursday while responding to 
the Union interim budget, say-
ing revenue and resources from 
South India were being used to 
fund development in the North.

He told reporters in New Delhi 
that Karnataka and the South 
were being unjustly ignored 
with regard to allocations. “If  we 
don’t raise this issue and fight, 
there may come a time when we 
may have to put forth a proposal 
for a separate nation to correct 
this anomaly,” he said.  P4
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A new scheme will be 
launched in 2024-25 to 
help the middle class 
who “live in rented 
houses, slums, or chawls 
and unauthorised 
colonies” to buy or build 
their own houses

H O U S I N G

1 cr households to get 
free electricity up to 300 
units a month through 
rooftop solarisation. 
This perhaps is aimed at 
neutralising the AAP 
pitch of free electricity 
to the poor

E L E C T R I C I T Y

The government will 
withdraw old, petty tax 
demands up to B25,000 
till 2009-10 and up to 
B10,000 for the five-year 
period till 2014-15, 
benefiting up to one 
crore tax payers

T A X

A corpus of B1 lakh crore 
will be set up to offer 
50-year interest-free 
loans to companies 
doing tech research. This 
will encourage private 
sector firms to scale up 
research and innovation

R E S E A R C H

Infra spending to jump 
11% to B11. 11 lakh crore 
(3.4% of GDP). Three 
economic rail corridors 
to be set up for energy, 
mineral and cement; 
port connectivity; and, 
high-traffic density

I N F R A  S P E N D

Nothing big-bang, Nirmala stays with fiscal consolidation
D I P A K  M O N D A L  @ New Delhi

NOTHING much was expected 
from the Interim Budget of  
2024. In that sense, Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
lived up to expectations. The 
FM stayed away from big-bang 
populist measures but turned 
her short Budget speech into a 
self-congratulatory session. 

Most part of  the speech was 
dedicated to listing out the 
‘achievements’ of  the Naren-
dra Modi-led government in 
the past 10 years, drawing a 
then-and-now comparison be-
tween pre- and post-2014 era. 
Stressing that the Modi govern-
ment will come back to power 
after the 2024 general elections, 
she said: “In the full budget in 

July, our Government will 
present a detailed roadmap for 
our pursuit of  Viksit Bharat.”

Sitharaman did not elaborate 
on the contours of  that road-
map, but highlighted PM Mo-
di’s key focus areas — the poor, 
women, youth, and farmers. 
But there too, no major an-
nouncements were made ex-
cept for the `1 lakh crore cor-

pus with 50-year interest-free 
loan for financing innovations. 
This is supposed to help the 
tech-savvy youth in pursuing 
their career in sunrise sectors.

The speech did not offer any 
roadmap for job creation. In 
fact, the word ‘job’ appeared 
only once in the FM’s speech, 
that too as a passing mention.

A couple of  ‘populist’ an-

nouncement were made, 
though. The FM proposed a 
scheme to help ‘deserving sec-
tions’ of  the middle class living 
in rented houses, slums, or un-
authorised colonies buy or 
build their own houses. She 
also announced 300 units of  
free solar power to one crore 
families. The finer details will 
be known only later. 

On the fiscal front, the Budg-
et put the best foot forward with 
a target of  5.1% of  the GDP in 
2024-25. The FY24 fiscal deficit 
target has been revised to 5.8% 
from the budgeted 5.9%.

The FM also cut the govern-
ment’s gross borrowing target 
for FY24 to `14.13 lakh crore, 
lower than the revised FY24 es-
timate of  `15.43 lakh crore. 

Lower borrowing by the gov-
ernment means more funds up 
for grabs for the private sector. 
This stoked positive sentiments 
in the bond market with 10-year 
bond yields falling to 7.04%.  
The markets, though, were not 
too impressed with the Sensex 
shedding 0.15%. The Street is 
holding the cheer for the full 
Budget after polls.  P9, 10, 11, 12

FY25
Fiscal deficit 

estimate for next 
financial year is 

5.1% of GDP and 
4.5% in 2025-26
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N A M I T A  B A J P A I  @ Lucknow

HOURS after the Varanasi dis-
trict court allowed the worship 
of  deities inside the southern 
cellar on the Gyanvapi mosque 
premises in Varanasi, the first 
puja began past Wednesday 
midnight and continued till 3 
am on Thursday.

The puja was performed by 
Kashi Vishwanath temple head 
priest Om Prakash Mishra un-
der the supervision of  Acharya 
Ganeshwar Shastri Dravid. It 
commenced with the aarti of  
Lord Ganesh and Goddess Lak-
shmi and concluded with man-
gla aarti. While Mishra was ap-
pointed by Shree Kashi 
Vishwanath Temple Trust 
(SKVTT) to perform the puja, 

Acharya Dravid had led the 
pran pratishtha rituals of  Ram 
Lalla in Ayodhya last month.

“The cellar was opened after 
31 years for prayers,” said 
SKVTT president Nagendra 
Pandey. It happened in the pres-

ence of  the district administra-
tion and the police around 10.30 
pm on Wednesday.

Both Pandey and Varanasi 
District Magistrate S Rajlin-
gam said everything was done 
in compliance of  the district 
court’s order. “Acharya Dravid 
was called to supervise the rit-
uals as the puja was being per-
formed inside the cellar after 
30 years,” the DM said.

Later, the Anjuman Inteza-
mia Masajid (AIM) — the Gyan-
vapi mosque management com-
mittee — moved the Supreme 
Court challenging the district 
court’s order. But the SC direct-
ed them to the Allahabad High 
Court. AIM then knocked the 
HC’s door, which is expected to 
take up the matter soon.

PUJA RESUMES IN GYANVAPI’S 
CELLAR; MUSLIMS APPROACH HC

A priest performs puja in the basement 
of the Gyanvapi mosque |  PTI

SC to hear Soren appeal, 
Champai gets Guv’s nod
M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ Ranchi

A day after his arrest by the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) in 
a land scam, former Jharkhand 
chief  minister Hemant Soren 
was produced before the PMLA 
court here, which sent him to 
judicial custody till Friday. 

Soren approached the Su-
preme Court, which set up a 
special three-judge bench to 
hear his appeal. A bench com-
prising Justices Sanjiv Khan-
na, M M Sundresh and Bela M 
Trivedi will hear the plea at 
10.30 am on Friday.

In a late night development, 
Governor C P Radhakrishnan 
invited Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha (JMM) leader Cham-

pai Soren to Raj Bhawan and  
asked him to take his oath as 
the new chief  minister at his 
convenience. Champai is ex-
pected to do so on Friday. 

Earlier in the day, amid fears 
of  poaching by the BJP, the 
JMM-led alliance chartered 
two flights to shepherd 43 of  its 
47 MLAs to Congress-ruled Te-
langana. But the flights couldn’t 
take off  due to low visibility in 
Ranchi. After being holed up in 
their flights for over 1.5 hours, 
the 43 MLAs returned to the 
circuit house in Ranchi where 
they will spend the night.

Champai Soren and a few 
others, including Congress 
leader Alamgir Alam, had 
stayed back to deal with the po-

litical crisis in the state. 
When Champai Soren met 

the governor in the evening, 
the latter requested him to wait 
till he takes the final call as the 
situation was ‘peculiar’, requir-
ing seeking legal opinion.

Hemant Soren emerging from a court in 
Ranchi on Thursday |  PTI
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FORECAST
Cloudy

MAX

310C
MIN

190C
Sunrise 6.45 am

Sunset 6.20 pm

Moonrise  12.10 am

Moonset 11.25 pm

ALMANAC TODAY
 Friday: 02/02/2024  Year: Shobhakruta  Ayana: Uttharayana 

  Ritu: Himantha  Masa: Pushya  Paksha: Krishna  Tithi: Sapthami 11.14 am 
 Nakshatra: Swathi 1.34 am  Moon in Vrischika Rashi   Rahukaala: 10:30 am to 12:00pm 

 Gulikakala: 07:30 am to 09:00 am  Yamaganda: 01:30 pm to 03:00 pm

P E T E R  V I DA L
02nd February: Did you know that we recently 

discovered that the Sun has a twin? It’s 
another star and it orbits our solar system 

once every twenty-six million years. It’s 
provisionally named Nemesis and is linked 

to disturbances which cause distant comets 
to aim for the earth. Take cover, I say! 

Actually, there’s no need to panic just yet!

TAURUS  
(Apr. 21 - May 21)

Current 
developments 
in your solar 

chart indicate that there 
are new professional roads 
to travel and new lands to 
conquer. Today’s planetary 
patterns really do indicate 
that you are standing on 
the brink of an exciting 
new phase. The question  
is - are you ready?

GEMINI  
(May 22 - June 21)

However 
accommodating 
you are, others 

will still want you to give 
even more ground. 
Actually any compromise 
must take into account the 
fact that you have upped 
your demands in recent 
weeks. There is a great 
deal to be said for keeping 
out of trouble, so no 
bending the rules.

CANCER  
(June 22 - July 23)

Other people 
have already 
played their 

trump cards, so it is up to 
you to make the next move. 
Mars is an ally at the 
moment, so you can be 
confident that decisive 
action will produce the 
consequences you desire. 
Life is moving along very 
fast at work, so keep your 
mind on the matter in hand.

LEO  
(July 24 - Aug. 23)

A number of 
planets seem set to 
oppose one 

another with the result that 
both personally and 
professionally you have entered 
a period when you must become 
decidedly more discerning about 
where and how you use your 
energy. Children could be a 
handful, but rather than 
blocking them, try to direct 
them along a positive path.

VIRGO  
(Aug. 24 - Sept. 23)

The past few 
days may have 
been mentally 

and physically exhausting, 
largely thanks to Mercury, 
planet of the mind. If 
personal ambitions have 
started to fall apart at the 
seams, the problem is 
almost certainly a lack of 
real communication  
or commonsense.

LIBRA  
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)

You ought now 
to be back on 
form and ready 

to astound everyone with 
your creativity and zest for 
life. Yet be aware that 
today’s Sun-Moon angle 
obliges you to deal with the 
nitty-gritty of your 
financial commitments and 
expenditure. Do it now and 
you’ll be doing yourself a 
very big favour indeed.

SCORPIO  
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)

On a personal 
level, you 
appear to have 

got yourself into a rather 
complex and unusual 
situation. The indications 
are positive, so don’t 
worry on that score. 
However, do foster 
goodwill wherever you 
can. And do please keep 
other people sweet.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 22)

Pluto is still 
encouraging 
sensitive regions 

of your chart and it is 
worth remembering that 
the main danger lies in 
dwelling in the past. At all 
costs focus on immediate 
day-to-day affairs. By 
tackling even the smallest, 
microscopic details you will 
be able to get your primary 
ambitions back on track.

CAPRICORN  
(Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)

It may indeed 
be some time 
before major 

differences are ironed out. 
So, why not alter your tack 
and realise that opposing 
points of view and 
lifestyles are providing 
just the stimulation you 
need to refresh and renew 
your own personal and 
intimate affairs.

AQUARIUS  
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)

Most people 
will be on the 
defensive to 

one degree or another, 
even if this manifests as 
bellige-rence. What is 
now required is a 
substantial readiness to 
give as well as to take. 
After all, it takes two to 
tango. It also takes two to 
put your dreams into 
practice at the moment!

PISCES  
(Feb. 20 - Mar 20)

Recent 
developments 
have left others 

unable or unwilling to make 
firm commitments. However, 
this is no reason why you 
should put your own plans 
on hold or give up a 
treasured ambition. You will 
soon be able to tackle certain 
long-term questions, such as 
how to earn the money to 
make a vision come true.

ARIES 
(Mar 21 - Apr. 20)

Everyone is likely to 
feel isolated or 
alone from time to 

time. Right now, you may feel 
slightly let down, but only 
because you have been at the 
centre of things for so long. You 
have everything to live for at the 
moment. You’re on a longterm 
cycle, so remember that even 
unimportant developments could 
turn out to have a much deeper 
significance this time next year.

TEST YOUR NUMBER 
CRUNCHING SKILL WITH OUR 
UNIQUE PUZZLE
� Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner 
that every row, every column and every 3X3 box 
accommodates the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

SU DO KU

So
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CROSS WORD

Across: 1 Licentious, 8 Lotus, 9 Villain,  
10 Trainer, 11 Katie, 12 Obsess, 14 Entice,  
17 Rioja, 19 Sultana, 21 Pothole,  
22 Guide, 23 No man’s land. 

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
  1 An explosive expletive (5)
  4 Found appealing tot going
 around the mud (7)
  8 Large bird is somewhat ferocious (3)
  9 Some sites for development
 apparently (2,2,5)
  10 The last place a Buddhist
 wants to go (7)
  11 Words of love among sisters (5)
  13 Nectar may produce
 a state of ecstasy (6)
  15 Fingerprinter? (6)
  18 You may play it but don’t
 let little Josephine (5)
  19 Song that once charmed 

Ulysses (7)
  21 She went in order to be 

topical (2,3,4)
  23 Sink or swim (3)
  24 She helped in a novel way
 to get a title for him (7)
  25 A tall one may be di�cult 
 o carry out (5)

DOWN
  1 Title of singer-sailor
 making a comeback (7)
  2 Confirm when definite (9)
  3 She’s a vessel
 in the drink (5)
  4 Creature from Manila (6)
  5 Mary and child featured
 in stonework (7)
  6 Eggs are dear it’s said (3)
  7 Medication does
 have sulphur in it (5)
  12 Given a free passage? (9)
  14 Anger over a disease (7)
  16 Cavalryman returned
 report about nothing (7)
  17 It smoothly finishes
 o� a piece of writing (6)
  18 The captain who was
 put o� by his crew (5)
  20 Catch and miss nothing (5)
  22 A tower of strength (3)

HARD

JUMBLE UNSCRAMBLE THESE JUMBLES, ONE LETTER TO 
EACH SQUARE, TO FORM FOUR ORDINARY WORDS.

BY DAVID L. HOYT  
AND JEFF KNUREK

Yesterday’s
Down: 2 In tears, 3 Essen, 4 Tavern,  
5 Oilskin, 6 Start, 7 Inveterate,  
8 Lithograph, 13 Sea room, 15 Iranian,  
16 Astern, 18 O�en, 20 Legal.

Six revenue  
officials  
suspended 
E N S  @Bengaluru

SIX revenue officials from 
the Bommanahalli BBMP 
zone have been suspended 
for not acting against prop-
erty tax defaulters and seal-
ing their properties.BBMP 
Revenue Commissioner Mu-
nish Moudgil recommended 
for a departmental inquiry 
against Revenue Deputy 
Commissioner of  the zone, 
DK Babu. Moudgil in his 
note stated, “DK Babu has 
not sealed a single building 
in the top-50 non-domestic 
buildings in the last two 
months.” As per reports, As-
sistant Revenue Officer San-
tosh from Begur sub-divi-
sion failed to revise the 
property tax in one case and 
allegedly favoured the own-
er. He also failed to act 
against those owners who 
have tax arrears of  over Rs 20 
lakhs. Five other officials have 
also been suspended.

Boost to growth: FKCCI, 
BCIC welcome budget

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

WELCOMING the interim 
budget presented by Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Thursday, 
the Federation of  Karnata-
ka Chambers of  Commerce 
& Industry (FKCCI) congrat-
ulated the government for 
not resorting to a populous 
budget but focussing on im-
pacting visible all-round 
development.

“We are happy to note that 
the policies are being framed 
to boost productivity in in-
frastructure and focus 
largely on govern-
ance, development 
and performance. 
The budget is ex-
p e c t e d  t o  m e e t 
growth parameters, 
with the fiscal deficit 
reducing from 6.5% to 5.8% 
of  GDP for the financial 
year 2024. Further, the over-
all growth in economy is 
above 7% for the third time 
in a row,” stated FKCCI pres-
ident Ramesh Chandra 
Lahoti.

The trade body welcomed 
the move of  not levying ad-
ditional taxes and relief  ex-
tended to the disputes of  
taxpayers. “We also welcome 
the focus made on connec-
tivity, infrastructure and 
railway corridor. The pro-
posed Middle-East Corridor 
to Europe is a welcome step 

which will boost the eco-
nomic growth,” Lahoti said, 
adding that the focus on pro-
moting tourism with in-
creased rail and road con-
nectivity to enable people to 
spend in our own country 
will enable the tourism sec-
tor to grow. “This is in line 
with FKCCI’s proposed Dak-
shin Bharat Utsav, which 
aims at promoting tourism 
of  the southern states of  
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana in 
March,” he added. 

S Devarajan, president of  
Bangalore Chamber of  Indus-

try and Commerce said, 
“The government has 
presented an all-
round growth-orient-
ed budget. There is a 
strong fillip to rural 

housing, rooftop so-
lar initiative, infra de-

velopment to reduce logis-
tics cost, optimise hospital 
infra and railway infra 
worth noting. On the whole, 
the budget assures continu-
ity of  the policies going for-
ward towards Viksit Bharat 
in the Amrit Kaal. While the 
main focus of  the interim 
budget is on development 
and reigning in fiscal defi-
cit, it is progressive and has 
something for everybody 
with continued attention to-
wards social justice, poverty 
elimination, youth, women 
empowerment and doubling 
farmers’ income.”

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Computer classes for underprivileged kids launched
Bengaluru: To bridge the digital divide and empower young minds, BoAt– a 
consumer electronics brand, has partnered with Namma Bengaluru 
Foundation (NBF) to launch a Computer Class Programme for government 
school children. The initiative will provide essential computer skills and teach 
basic computer operations, digital literacy, and software applications. The 
initiative will enable children to navigate the ever-evolving digital landscape. 
Sanjay K Prabhu, Trustee at Namma Bengaluru Foundation said, the 
programme will be implemented across select government schools in the 
city, catering to students from diverse backgrounds.  Currently, the initiative 
will cater to 11 and 12-grade girl students

Health sector hails free cervical cancer vaccineB’luru gets big 
push ahead of  

Lok Sabha polls
Roads, flyovers, civic amenities-- state 

cabinet clears projects for city

A K N I S R E E  K A R T H I K  @ Bengaluru

HEALTH sector experts on 
Thursday hailed the interim 
Budget that encourages free 
vaccination against cervical 
cancer for 9-14-year-old girls, a 
plan to establish more medical 
colleges by utilising existing 
hospital infrastructure by set-
ting up a committee, the newly 
designed U-WIN platform for 
managing immunisation, and 
intensified efforts of  Mission 
Indradhanush which will be 
rolled out throughout the 
country.

“The focus to plan free vac-
cinations for cervical cancer 
in girls is a welcome move. 
Every year, in India, about 
1,20,000 women are diagnosed 
with cervical cancer and about 
67,000 women die from the dis-
ease every year,” informed Dr 
Shafiq AM, Co-Founder and 
CEO, Trilife Hospital.  

Dr Meena Muthiah, Con-
sultant - Obstetrics & Gynae-
cology, Manipal Hospital Old 
Airport Road and Sarjapur, 
said, “The Budget highlights 
that the human papillomavirus 
(HPV) vaccination plays a cru-
cial role in preventing HPV in-
fection, a prominent contribu-
tor to cervical cancer in women. 
The cost of  the HPV vaccine has 
historically been a significant 
hurdle, with each dose priced at 
around Rs 4,000, limiting acces-
sibility to those with financial 
means. There is an optimistic 
outlook for the future, as efforts 
are under way to make the vac-
cine more affordable.”

“The healthcare sector in 
the country is facing a dearth 
of  skilled experts and the set-
ting up of  a committee for 
skill development is a wel-
come step. Further, it address-

es the urgent requirement for 
healthcare infrastructure by 
announcing the setting up of  
a committee to examine is-
sues, to consider the use of  ex-
isting medical infrastructure 
under various departments,” 
said Dr Shafiq.

Meanwhile,  Lovekesh 
Phasu, Group COO, Sakra 
World Hospital, said, “While 
the government’s laud-
able efforts, such as 
cervical cancer vacci-
nation and maternal 
h e a l t h c a r e 
schemes, tackle 
vital  health 
concerns, there 
remains room 
for improve-
ment. Greater em-
phasis on Budgetary 
a l l o c a t i o n s  f o r 
healthcare infra-
structure, telemedi-
cine expansion, and 
medical research fund-
ing, could have signifi-
cantly enhanced accessi-
bility and healthcare delivery 
across the nation.”

“The Budget prioritises pre-

ventive measures and compre-
hensive access. The emphasis 
on cervical cancer vaccina-
tion for young girls and ex-
tending the Ayushman Bharat 
scheme to frontline workers 
reveals a visionary commit-
ment to public health. Consoli-
dating maternal and child 
healthcare schemes demon-
strates a cohesive strategy for 

our nation’s vulnerable 
populations. The rapid 
enhancement of  Angan-

wadi centres and the 
introduction of  
the U-WIN plat-
form for manag-
ing immunisa-
t i o n  a n d 
intensification of  

Mission Indradhanush 
across the country un-
derscores India’s tech-
driven evolution in 

healthcare deliv-
ery,” said Aman 
Gupta, Manag-
ing Partner – 
Health Prac-
tise Asia, SPAG 

– A FINN Part-
ners Company.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE Karnataka Cabinet on 
Thursday approved many 
projects and works for Bengalu-
ru, including Rs 263 crore for 
an elevated flyover near Sir M 
Vivesvaraya Terminus. The 
government’s push for projects 
in Bengaluru comes ahead of  
the Lok Sabha polls.

After the cabinet meeting, 
Law Minister HK Patil told re-
porters that the cabinet had 
given administrative approval 
of  Rs 263 crore to construct an 
elevated flyover near Byap-
panahalli railway level cross-
ing to the new Sir MV Termi-
nal. There was a demand for 
road connectivity from the 
newly constructed Sir M Vives-
varaya Terminus of  South 
Western Railway to Byappana-
halli Metro station. 

According to Patil, the road 
connectivity would help lakhs 
of  people who travel, and also 
reduce traffic congestion. “In 
order to resolve this issue, a 1.5-
km long flyover was proposed 
at IOC junction and construc-
tion of  an additional two-lane 
Railway Over Bridge at Byap-
panahalli railway level cross-
ing,” he explained. This flyover 
is also expected to allow people 
from Kammanahalli, Banasa-
wadi and Old Madras Road ac-

cess the terminus with ease. 
The cabinet also approved 

the preparation of  a Rs 
1,200-crore action plan to pro-
vide basic amenities and also 
for white-topping roads. On the 
length of  roads, Patil said 
BBMP will decide. They also 
approved a Rs 208-crore project 
to provide drinking water to 
villages that were newly added 
to City Corporation limits. 
Apart from this, a sum of  Rs 
150 crore was allocated for up-
grading the Mother and Child 
Hospital in KC General Hospi-
tal premises. 

In 2019, BJP had won all three 
Lok Sabha seats in the state 
capital, and this time around, 
the Congress is making all at-
t e m p t s  t o  i m p r ove  i t s 
performance.

S  L A L I T H A  @ Bengaluru

IN a shocking incident that ex-
posed the lack of  safety of  pas-
sengers inside trains, an un-
known individual managed to 
steal the luggage of  a top wom-
an railway officer of  the Ben-
galuru Division and her co-
passenger on board the Rani 
Chennamma Express recently. 
They were travelling in a cab-
in of  the AC first class com-
partment. Sources stated that 
the stolen luggage of  the  Ad-
ditional Divisional Railway 
Manager (ADRM), Kusuma 
Hariprasad, contained depart-
ment files as well.

They had boarded the train 
from KSR Bengaluru on Janu-
ary 24 at 11pm and their seats 
were in a cabin with four 
berths in H1 coach. It was 
when they were about to alight 
at Hubballi the next day at 5.20 
am, that they realised their be-

longings were missing. 
Two separate FIRs have 

been filed at the Government 
Railway Police (GRP) station 
at Hubballi under section 379 
of  IPC (Punishment for theft).

Speaking to TNIE, a GRP 
source said, “Strangely the be-
longings of  only two of  the 
four passengers were stolen. 
The ADRM’s Allen Solly trol-
ley suitcase which contained 
railway files have been stolen. 
In addition, her Hidesign 
handbag and gold earrings 
weighing 4 grams were stolen 
too”  

The only other passenger 
whose belongings were stolen 
was that of  Rajesh Kumar, a 
sound contractor with the 
Railways. ‘He lost his Louis 
Vuitton bag which had a lap-
top worth Rs 60,000,” he 
added.

The bag of  another passen-
ger in the coach, Lalitha Ram-

agopal, wife of  a Railway Con-
struction official was missing 
but she found it later in the 
train’s washroom. “Only her 
charger was stolen and she did 
not want to file a complaint,” 
the source said. Moreover, pas-
senger Vinay Dias had all his 
belongings intact.

Inquiry into the theft
When inquired about the 
progress made in the case, an-

other cop said that CCTV cam-
eras were spread across the 
stations and inside Rani Chen-
namma but were not fixed in-
side the cabin. “As of  now, we 
have found out that no one 
boarded the train that night 
after Davanagere station. 
Somebody on board the train 
or someone who boarded be-
fore the station has committed 
the theft. Investigations are 
on,” he said.

The train had armed Rail-
way Protection Force cops un-
til it covered the Bengaluru 
Division as well as GRP cops 
on board. Neither the ADRM 
nor the General Manager of  
SWR Sanjeev Kishore an-
s w e r e d  c a l l s  i n  t h i s 
connection.

Chief  Public Relations Of-
ficer, SWR, Manjunath Prasad 
said, “A search is on to identify 
the culprit. We expect the per-
son to be caught shortly.”

Govt’s commitment to 
implementing economic 

policies that facilitate high-
quality and affordable medical 

care for all is crucial. The 
inclusion of cervical cancer 

vaccination for girls under 15 in 
the Universal Immunization 

Programme will be advantageous. 
Efforts to address Foot & Mouth 

disease and consolidation of 
schemes for maternal and child 

healthcare will lead to 
improved 

implementation 
Joseph Pasangha, COO, 

SPARSH Group of 
Hospitals

Recognizing the need for 
universal healthcare, the 
interim Budget extended the 

Ayushman Bharat scheme to 
cover over three million ASHAs 
and Anganwadi workers. The 
budget also unveiled a roadmap 
to address long-term capacity 
building by investing in 
healthcare infrastructure, and 
converting existing hospitals into 
medical and nursing colleges. 

This will go a long way 
towards addressing  
skill shortage 
Viren Shetty, Executive  

Vice-Chairman of  
Narayana Health 

Luggage, files of senior rly official stolen 
from 1st class of Rani Chennamma Exp

T H E F T  O N  R A I L S

Representative picture of the Rani 
Chennamma Express 

FIGHT FOR RIGHTS
Members of the All  India Trade Union Congress protest for minimum wages at 

Freedom Park in Bengaluru on Thursday |  VINOD KUMAR T
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P R A V E E N  K U M A R  @  B e n g a l u r u

UPSET over not being allowed 
to have liquor with his favour-
ite dish, ‘naati koli saaru’ (coun-
try chicken curry), a 58-year-old 
man allegedly bludgeoned his 
son to death at their house 
on Kanakapura Road in 
Kanakapura Rural po-
lice station limits.

The accused, identi-
fied as Nagaraju alias 
Venkataraju alias Kodli, 
is reportedly in the habit of  
drinking, while eating non-vege-
tarian food. On Tuesday night, 
Nagaraju’s wife, Gowramma, 
had prepared his favourite chick-
en dish, ‘naati koli saaru’, with 
which he wanted to consume al-
cohol. He asked his wife to ar-
range for the same, but their 

33-year-old son, Govindaraju, 
stopped his mother, opposing his 
father’s drinking. Frustrated, the 
accused slapped his son, who in 
turn retaliated by beating his fa-
ther. Later, Nagaraju walked out 
of  the house and returned late at 

night. When Govindaraju 
was asleep, Nagaraju took 
a stone and struck his 
head, before walking to 
the police station and 
surrendering.

The incident occurred 
a r o u n d  1 2 . 3 0  a m  

on Wednesday, while Govindara-
ju succumbed to his injuries 
around 3.45 pm. The victim was 
a fruit seller. Gowramma has 
filed a complaint, and the Kana-
kapura Rural police have taken 
Nagaraju into custody and reg-
istered a murder case.

“The complainant had to sep-
arate both her husband and son 
after they started fighting. The 
accused, who returned home at 
midnight, saw his son asleep 
and smashed his head with a 
stone. Gowramma, who heard 
screams, started shouting for 
help. The victim was immedi-
ately shifted to a nearby hospi-
tal, and then to another hospi-
tal in Bengaluru. Since the 
doctors there said that the 
chances of  survival were slim, 
the family again tried shifting
him to another hospital in Ha-
rohalli. While being taken 
there, the victim breathed his 
last,” said an officer.

It may be noted that Nagara-
ju and Gowramma had another 
son, who had succumbed to 
cancer two years ago. 

21 cases detected 
in Siddapur taluk 
of U-K district
S U B H A S H  C H A N D R A  N S  @ Karwar

IN an clear indication that 
Kyasanur Forest Disease 
(KFD) or monkey fever has en-
tered Uttara Kannada district, 
as many as 21 cases have been 
reported from several villages 
of  Siddapur taluk.

Though some experts say the 
disease, which is spread by 
ticks, aggravates only during 
summer, this time it has been 
proven wrong as there are re-
ports of  early outbreak. Ac-
cording to the District 
Health Department, of  
the 21 cases detected in 
Siddapur taluk, 16 were 
detected on Wednesday 
alone. “The disease 
spreads through a virus, 
which is harboured by the 
ticks that thrive on primates, 
which transfer them to human 
beings via cattle grazing in for-
ests. Since they survive in dri-
er atmosphere, it could be a 
reason for an early outbreak of  
the disease,” said a senior 
entomologist. 

Echoing a similar view, Dis-
trict Health Officer Dr Neeraj 
B said that drought could be 
one of  the reasons for the dis-

ease. “It could be because of  
the drought. But we are well 
prepared to deal with the situ-
ation,” he said. The disease has 
returned to Uttara Kannada af-
ter two years. 

“Last year, there were no cas-
es reported. This year, there 
are many cases. We have put 
medical staff  on alert at places 
where the outbreak has been 
reported and in places which 
are prone to the spread of  the 
disease, we are taking precau-

tionary measures,” he 
said. Accordingly, plac-

es around Joida, 
Kumbarwada in Jo-
ida taluk have are 
on alert. The staff  

have been told to look 
for deaths of  primates 

and cases of  fever. “We 
have asked the people who 
have developed fever to get 
themselves investigated at 
hospitals and hospital staff  
have been told to conduct a 
survey and stock necessary 
medicines in case of  an out-
break,” the DHO told TNIE. 

He said, people who depend 
on forests for their livelihood 
have been told to avoid ventur-
ing into the wooded areas. 

NOT ALLOWED LIQUOR WITH ‘NAATI 
KOLI SAARU’, MAN MURDERS SON

KYASANUR FOREST DISEASE

GREEN & COOL
With summer approaching, a fruit seller takes delivery of a fresh lot of 

watermelons, at KR Market in Bengaluru on Thursday |  EXPRESS

Cutout put up by BJP workers hurt  
two people, alleges AAP
BENGALURU: AAP workers on Thursday alleged that a 
cutout erected by BJP workers collapsed on two persons, 
injuring them. They said the 60-ft cutout of Lord Ram was 
erected at Sri M Vishweshwaraiah College on Old Airport 
Road by BJP workers, which collapsed on two persons pm 
on Wednesday. The injured were taken to Bowring Hospital. 
One of the victims was taken by the BJP workers to Lakshmi 
Hospital at Kaggadasapura, they stated. However, Nirosha, 
daughter of Selvam, one of the injured, said her father was 
helping the workers who were removing the cutouts, when 
he along with two others suffered minor bruises. 

Fight between two groups ends in  
man’s murder in KR Puram
BENGALURU: A person was killed, while another sustained 
grievous injuries, during a fight between two groups in KR 
Puram police station limits around 11.30 pm on Wednesday.  
The deceased, Darshan Murthy, was rushed to hospital 
soon after, but failed to respond to treatment and died 
early on Thursday. It is learnt that the murder is the result 
of an old rivalry. The fight occurred near Deepa Hospital, 
where the victim was attacked with a wooden plank by the 
accused, identified as Raghavendra, Madusudhan, Naresh 
and Thygaraj. Two have been arrested. Meanwhile, the 
condition of another person who was injured is critical.

Gold worth D48 lakh found  
concealed in flyer’s knee cap
BENGALURU: In an ingenious smuggling route adopted 
by a male flyer from Singapore, gold weighing 777.5 
grams was concealed in paste form in the knee cap he 
had worn. The value of the metal recovered by the Air 
Intelligence Unit of Customs is Rs 47.89 lakh.   A 
Customs source said the 36-year old native of Tamil 
Nadu, arrived at Kempegowda International Airport via 
Singapore Airlines (Flight no. SQ 510) on Wednesday. 
“Profiling, personal search and repeated questioning 
helped in the recovery of the gold concealed in the knee 
cap,” he said. A case has been booked against him.

Two fire tenders were deployed to douse the fire at an office premises 
near Sangam Circle in Banashankari on Thursday. The incident, which 
was reported around 5.15 pm, was brought under control in a matter of 
minutes, with no injuries reported. The reason for the fire is yet to be 
ascertained. Furniture and electronic items have been gutted though
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A total of 16 country-made explosives were found on Wednesday evening 
in a bag near the new bus stand in Perambalur. Locals noticed an 
unclaimed bag near the Sri Lankan refugee camp and alerted the police.
Experts have been called to ascertain the exact nature of the bombs

Four held for 
issuing death 
threat to judge
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Alappuzha

ALAPPUZHA South police on 
Thursday arrested four per-
sons for spreading hatred 
against Mavelikkara Addi-
tional District and Sessions 
Court -I Judge  Sreedevi V G 
who awarded death penalty to 
SDPI-PFI activists in the mur-
der of  OBC Morcha leader 
Ranjith Sreenivas.

The arrested are Nazeer 
Mon, 47, of  Kumbalathuveli, 
Mannancherry, Rafi B, 38, of  
Thiruvananthapuram, Navas 
Naina (SDPI member of  Man-
nancherry panchayat), 47, of  
Alappuzha, and Shajahan, 36, 
of  Alappuzha.

The police intensified vigil 
after the threat messages were 
widely circulated on social 
media platforms immediately 
after the pronouncement of  
the judgment on Tuesday. The 
security of  the judge was 
beefed up after the threat.

District  pol ice  chief  
Chaithra Theresa John said 
that the district police have 
intensified the search and 
conducted inquiries about 13 
people and arrested four. “The 
arrested persons made posts 
on social media aimed at de-
stroying communal harmony, 
creating political enmity, and 
calling for riots. Police regis-
tered five cases in connection 
with it. More arrests will be 
recorded in the coming days,” 
Chaithra said.

Six police personnel, in-
cluding a sub-inspector, were 
deployed to guard the official 
residence of  the judge on 
Wednesday. The Mavelikkara 
Additional District and Ses-
sions Court on Tuesday 
awarded death sentence to all 
15 accused in the murder case. 
The court gave capital punish-
ment after observing that the 
murder fell under the catego-
ry of  the rarest of  rare cases.

Meanwhile, the trial in the 
case related to the murder of  
SDPI leader K S Shan, 12 
hours before the murder of  
Ranjith, has not yet started 
and this has created resent-
ment among SDPI-  PFI 
activists. 

The trigger for the murder 
of  Ranjith was the murder of  
Shan. However, the prosecu-
tion proved in the court that 
the trigger for the murder of  
Ranjith was not Shan’s mur-
der because the list of  persons 
to be killed was found on the 
mobile phone of  the third ac-
cused in the Ranjith murder 
case. So the court concluded 
that Ranjith’s murder was 
pre-planned. The execution of  
the crime in front of  the vic-
tim’s mother, wife, and daugh-
ter was also considered by the 
court while awarding capital 
punishment.

The police are expected to 
file a second chargesheet in 
the Ranjith murder case, in-
cluding those who helped de-
stroy evidence.

HELD CAPTIVE FOR 
12 YRS BY HUBBY, 

WOMAN RESCUED
K A R T H I K  K  K  @ Mysuru

IN a shocking incident 
that has gripped a village 
in HD Kote taluk, a woman 
who spent 12 years of  her 
life within the confines of  
her own home was finally 
freed from her harrowing 
captivity. The woman was 
forced into confinement 
after her husband, San-
nalaiah, suspected her fi-
delity and decided to keep 
her locked up.

The appalling ordeal came 
to light on Wednesday, 
through the efforts of  a few 
people who discovered the 
woman’s plight and alerted 
local authorities. Respond-
ing to a distress call, police 
a n d  o f f i c i a l s  r u s h e d  
to the village to investigate  
and intervene.

According to villagers, the 
woman, Swathi (name 
changed), had allegedly been 
kept in isolation, and was for-
bidden from stepping outside 
her own house for over a dec-
ade. “There have been several 
panchayat meetings in this 
regard, but the accused had 
not changed, and kept the vil-

lagers under his control. 
Swathi is the third wife of  the 
Sannalaiah. His other two 
wives had dumped him after 
seeing the way he treated 
them,” said a villager.

Authorities were appalled 
to see the extent of  her con-
finement. It raised eyebrows 
a n d  s e n t  s h o ck w ave s 
through the community. 

The accused had ensured 
that the windows were shut 
at all times and he triple 
locked the doors to ensure 
that there was not even the 
slightest chance for her to 
escape. As authorities ar-
rived on the scene on 
Wednesday, they confronted 
Sannalaiah and, after care-
ful deliberation, successful-
ly rescued the woman. The 
full extent of  the emotional 
and physical toll she en-
dured during those 12 years 
is yet to be comprehended.

“We are ascertaining all 
details and arranging coun-
selling for the two of  them. 
We will examine the case 
and take necessary actions,” 
said HD Kote sub-inspector.

The police confirmed that 
no FIR has been filed yet. 
However, villagers demand-
ed that the accused be taught 
a lesson, by bringing him to 
book. Even after multiple at-
tempts to get in touch with 
SP Seema Latkar, she was 
not available to share her in-
sights on the case.

PICTURESQUE FLIGHT
A flock of terns lands in the Kadamakudy backwaters near Kochi on Thursday. Today is International Wetlands Day |  A SANESH

Threat messages were circulated on  
social media soon after the judgment

RANJITH MURDER

IS recruiter sentenced to 10 yrs imprisonment
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE Special Court for NIA 
Cases sentenced Mehdi Mas-
roor Biswas, a 34-year-old 
BTech graduate from West 
Bengal, to undergo simple im-
prisonment for 10 years, as 
charges of  using a proxy IP ad-
dress to open his Twitter ac-
count to hide his identity and 
supporting and instigating 
Muslim youth to join the glo-
bal terrorist organisation ISIS 
were proved. 

The Special Court Judge CM 
Gangadhar pronounced the or-
der on Wednesday, sentencing 
the accused to undergo simple 

imprisonment for 10 years and 
pay a fine of Rs 2.15 lakh. Since
Mehdi has been in custody for 
over nine years, the court di-
rected to set off  the detention 
already under-
g o n e  b y  h i m 
against the term 
of  the imprison-
ment imposed on 
him. 

“The accused 
has not commit-
ted any offence 
within India and he has not 
actively participated in the 
war waged against the gov-
ernments of  Syria and Iraq. 
However, he tweeted and re-
tweeted thousands and thou-

sands of  times, supporting all
the activities of  ISIS/ISIL, 
which waged war against the 
governments of  Syria and 
Iraq... recruited persons to the 

terrorist organisation and 
invited the support and 
encouraged Muslims to 
further the activities of  
the deadly terrorist organ-
isation,” the court said, 
while noting that the pros-
ecution has failed to prove 
that the accused has com-

mitted the offence under Sec-
tion 66F of  the I-T Act and any 
overt acts to wage war against 
the Government of  India.

Mehdi, a resident of  Jalahal-
li West, who worked with a 

tech company, was arrested by 
the CCB on December 13, 2014. 
He was charged for offences 
under the provisions of  Un-
lawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act, IPC, and the Information 
Technology Act. 

Mehdi had opened a Twitter 
account @shamiwitness in 
2009, and tweeted and re-tweet-
ed from January 25, 2013, to De-
cember 11, 2014. With over 
17,000 followers on his Twitter 
account, he disseminated the 
victories of  ISIL/ISIS, subjuga-
tion of  the enemies and spoke 
highly of  the martyrs who 
waged war against Iraq, Syria 
and other countries through 
1,30,000 tweets.

PM to launch 3 
power projects 
in Odisha

Kerala invites 12 
CMs, 21 MPs for 
protest at Delhi

E N S  @ Bhubaneswar

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi will lay the foundation 
of  NTPC’s 1,320 MW Talcher 
Thermal Power Project and 
dedicate the 1,600 MW Darli-
pali Super Thermal Power 
Station and 250 MW expan-
sion project of  NSPCL Rour-
kela to the nation during his 
visit to the state on Feb 3. 

Regional executive direc-
tor, (eastern region) of  NTPC 
Sudip Nag said the three 
NTPC projects entail a total  
investment of  `28,978 crore. 
He said the 2x660 MW Stage-
III Talcher Thermal Power 
Station is being built with 
highly efficient ultra super 
critical technology at a cost 
of  ̀ 11,844 crore. While 50 per 
cent of  the project capacity 
is dedicated to Odisha, Tamil 
Nadu, Gujarat and Assam 
are the other beneficiary 
states that will get low-cost 
power from the power plant.

K  S  S R E E J I T H  @ T’Puram

A TOTAL of  12 chief  minis-
ters are expected to take part 
in the protest to be staged by 
CM Pinarayi Vijayan and leg-
islators from the state at 
Jantar Mantar in New Delhi 
on February 8 against the Cen-
tre’s neglect and interference 
in its powers. 

The state government has 
invited West Bengal Chief  
Minister Mamata Banerjee,  
and three former chief minis-
ters from the opposition side 
for the programme. Three 
Congress chief  ministers have 
also been invited to the pro-
test. Besides these, all opposi-
tion leaders in Parliament 
have been invited to the pro-
gramme.  The Kerala govern-
ment expects Stalin or one of  
his cabinet colleagues to at-
tend the event, along with Ke-
jriwal and Sharad Pawar. 
Former CMs invited are Fa-
rooq Abdulla, Omar Abdulla, 
and Akhilesh Yadav. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

A MAJORITY of  the members 
of  the Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority (CWMA) on 
Thursday opined that the au-
thority is not competent for the 
technical examination of  the 
Mekedatu Balancing Reservoir 
Project report. Since the Cen-
tral Water Commission (CWC) 
is the competent authority, the 
proposal of  the Mekedatu 
project may be reverted to it for 
further appraisal.

According to a note issued by 

the Deputy Chief  Minister’s Of-
fice, at the CWMA meeting, 
Karnataka urged the authority 
to take up discussions and deci-
sions on the Mekedatu project, 
without deferring the agenda. 
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry, 
however, objected to the discus-
sion on the project.

The Chairman CWMA and 
Member Jal Shakti Ministry, 
opined that the matter related 
to Mekedatu is pending before 
the Supreme Court, however, 
there is no restrainment from 
the SC for deliberation on the 
project in the CWMA meeting. 

“An opinion of  all the members 
CWMA was sought. A majority 
of  the members (five) opined 
that the authority is not compe-
tent for technical examination 
of  the project report and since 
the CWC is the competent au-
thority, the proposal of  the Me-
kedatu project may be reverted 
to it for further appraisal,” the 
note stated.

Karnataka had urged the au-
thority to decide on the permis-
sibility of  the Mekedatu project 
to solve the problem during dis-
tress years permanently. The 
state had submitted that there 

are no restrictions or any im-
pediments in the decision of  
the tribunal or the judgment of  
the Supreme Court on the con-
struction of  the Mekedatu 
project across River Cauvery in 
Karnataka. “Karnataka, duly 
emphasising the above facts, 
requested the authority to take 
an appropriate view/stand 
about the DPR of  the Mekedatu 
project and forward its views to 
the CWC that the report does 
not infringe upon the provi-
sions of  the award/decision of  
the CWDT to enable Karnataka 
to obtain requisite clearances,” 

the note stated.

No directions for water 
release
In the meeting, Tamil Nadu 
urged the release of  18 TMC of  
water (inclusive of  the backlog 
of  7.61 TMC) up to the end of  
May 2024. The CWMA, taking 
cognisance of  the fact that the 
irrigation season has ended on 
January 31, 2024 (for this water 
year), and considering live stor-
age in the reservoirs in both 
states, did not give any direc-
tions for water release from 
Karnataka.

MEKEDATU PROJECT MAY BE REVERTED TO CWC

Kambala to get starting 
barrier to avoid delays
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Mangaluru

AUTOMATED time gate and 
photo finish result system will 
be introduced in Kambala (buf-
falo race) for efficient time 
management in the traditional 
sport of  the Karnataka Coast.  

At present, most of  the Kam-
bala event stretches to 2-3 days 
as the number of  buffalo pairs 
taking part in the event has 
drastically increased over the 
last few years, witnessing par-
ticipation of  around 250 pairs. 
This takes a toll on the buffaloes, 
their handlers and the owners. 

A decade ago, laser finishing
system was introduced in the 
sport to reduce the duration of  
the sport. To further cut down 
time, Zilla Kambala Samithi has 
introduced the Automated Time 
Gate system on lines of  Starting 
Barrier used in the horse race. 
Each racing track will have two 
suspension gates that open up-
wards after the flag off.  

Deviprasad Shetty Belapu, 
president of  Zilla Kambala 
Samithi, said much of  the time 
is wasted in Kambala events as 

some of  buffaloes take pro-
longed time, sometimes an hour 
or two, to begin the race leading 
to inordinate delay in winding 
up the events. The new system 
will eliminate such delays and 
help it finish within 24 hours. 
He said under the new system, 
the buffalo handlers will get 5 or 
10 minutes to begin the race. If  
they fail to begin the race with-
in the given time, the referee 
will take a call on giving them 
another chance or disqualifying 
them. The new system will also 
have traffic lights (red, yellow 
and green) to alert the handlers 
about the start of  the game.

Shetty said the new system 
will be introduced on a pilot ba-
sis at the Ikalaba Kantabare 
Budubare Kambala that will be 
held on February 3 at Ikala vil-
lage in Udupi district. Based on 
its success, it will be extended 
to all Kambala events in future. 
Shetty hoped that the new sys-
tem will upgrade the traditional 
sport and help it become more 
popular across the world.  

Adani Foundation has donat-
ed Rs 10 lakh for the introduc-
tion of  the new system. 

Gayatri Peeta ready to host Hampi Utsav, CM to inaugurate
K I R A N  B A L A N N A N A V A R 
@Hampi/Hosapete

THE much-awaited Hampi Ut-
sav-2024 is all set to kick off  on 
Friday evening with Chief  
Minister Siddaramaiah sched-
uled to inaugurate the event. 
The Vijayanagara district ad-
ministration says it has made 
all the necessary preparations 
for the mega event to unfold in 
a grand manner.  

The main stage - Gayatri 
Peeta - and three other stages 

are ready to host the event from 
February 2 to February 4.

The organisers are expecting 
around 10 lakh people to wit-
ness the three-day event. 

The district authorities say 
that adequate security and 
parking arrangements have 
been made. As part of the Ut-
sav, ‘Hampi by Sky’, a helicop-
ter ride for tourists, and a bike 
rally were flagged off  on 
Thursday. 

M S Divakara, deputy com-
missioner of  Vijayanagara, 

said the inaugural event will 
be attended by Vijaynagara 
district in-charge minister 
Zameer Ahmed Khan, Kanna-
da and Cultural Minister Shiv-
araj Tangadagi, Ballari district 
in-charge minister B Nagen-
dra and other VIPs. 

The four stages that will host 
various cultural and entertain-
ment programmes are Gayatri 
Peeta, Edaru Basavanna, 
Virupaksha Temple premises 
and Sasive Kalu Gangapa Tem-
ple premises.Gayatri  Peeta, the main stage designed by artist Arun Sagar |  D HEMANTH

E X P R E S S  R E A D

KEA extends deadline  
for KCET registration
Bengaluru: The KEA has 
extended the deadline to 
register for the Karnataka 
Common Entrance Test (KCET) 
2024 to February 20. Earlier 
the last date for application 
was February 10. Although the 
last date to register is set for 
February 20, the last date to 
pay the KCET application fee is 
February 23 (5:30 pm). KCET 
2024 will be held on April 18 
and 19. Candidates yet to 
register for Karnataka UGCET 
2024 can register online.

Online registration  
for CUET PG extended 
Kalaburagi: “National Testing 
Agency which conducts the 
Central University Entrance 
Test PG-2024 has extended the 
date for online registration till 
Feb 7,” said Controller of 
Examination CUK, Kota Sai 
Krishna in a press release. The 
eligibility conditions for 
admission into MA Hindi, M.Sc 
were revised and the revised 
conditions are online.

Krishna River 
operations with KRMB
Vijayawada: A decision was 
taken to handover the 
operational control of the 
common projects on Krishna 
River in both Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana, to the Krishna 
River Management Board 
(KRMB), in a meeting held in 
Hyderabad on Thursday. 

A video grab of an elephant chasing two tourists who had got out of their 
car to take photographs on the Bandipur-Muthanga border on NH766, on 
Thursday. They had a narrow escape as the animal moved away |  EXPRESS

Protest against 
suspension of NITC 

student turns violent
Kozhikode: In a late night 

development, the institute 
stayed the suspension of Vyshak 

pending investigation. The 
protest by KSU, SFI and 

Fraternity Movement members 
in front of the National Institute 

of Technology-Calicut on 
Thursday turned violent after 

the protesters clashed with the 
police. The student outfits were 
agitating against the institute’s 

decision to suspend a student 
who had protested with a 

banner that said ‘India is not 
Ram Rajya’. Meanwhile, in a late 
night development, the institute 
stayed the suspension pending 

investigation. The police 
stopped KSU workers when they 
tried to enter the campus to talk 

to the protesting students.
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The announcement on 
promoting e-buses is 

a progressive move 
towards electrifying 

the heavy vehicle 
segment. It shows the 
government’s efforts 
towards encouraging 
EVs and sustainable 

public transportation

Chetan Maini, co-founder, 
SUN Mobility

We welcome the 
introduction of a new 

initiative aimed at 
bolstering deep-tech 

technologies for 
defence purposes and 

advancing self-
reliance. This will 
propel indigenous 

innovation 

Venkatesan N, Director, 
Maritronics India

We must prioritize 
tech-enabled 

curriculum and 
infrastructure 

improvement in 
schools.  Well-

designed public-
private partnerships 

(PPPs) will help drive 
innovation at scale

Sumeet Mehta, 
co-founder, LEAD Group

The focus on tourism 
with a multipronged 

approach will create a 
multiplier effect 
across aviation, 

tourism and allied 
sectors, boosting 

growth and 
employment 

generation

Madhavan Menon, 
Thomas Cook India Ltd

The focus on 
strengthening 

domestic tourism via 
rail connectivity 

corridors and 
upgrading 40,000 

regular train bogies 
will strengthen 

surface 
transportation

Vishal Suri, MD, SOTC 
Travel Limited

Priority om 
sustainability and 
clean mobility are 

noteworthy. Our 
commitment 

resonates strongly 
with the 

government’s focus 
on sectors like green 

energy

Ankit Kedia, Lead 
Investor, Capital A

The government has 
continued to expand 

the mandate for green 
growth. It is 

encouraging to see 
allocations for green 
initiatives and focus 

on clean energy 
including offshore 

wind energy

Shailly Kedia, Senior 
Fellow, TERI 

We appreciate the 
interim budget’s focus 

on supporting 
manufacture of EV 

charging 
infrastructure and 
emphasising e-bus 

adoption by 
incorporating robust 

payment options

Arun Sreyas, co-founder, 
RACE Energy

There could have 
been a redistribution 

of resources for 
different sectors of 

education and some 
specific areas of 

favourable allocation. 
There is a need to 

upscale the education 
system

Shweta Sastri, Canadian 
International School

The mission to focus 
on skilling, re-skilling 

and upskilling through 
training programmes 

will address the 
need for skills. We 

hope the government 
continues its focus on 

expanding access to 
education 

Niru Agarwal, Greenwood 
High International School

04 BENGALURU 02�02�2024FRIDAY

Deputy Chief Minister and KPCC president D K Shivakumar on Thursday warned former 
Gandasi MLA B Shivaram of disciplinary action for the latter’s allegations that corruption 
has increased in the Congress government. Shivaram had stated that the Congress came 
to power over the ‘40 per cent commission’ issue, but only took this further

D E V A R A J  B  H I R E H A L L I  @ Bengaluru

FINANCE Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman’s interim budget 
evoked a mixed response from 
experts —  a few termed it “op-
timistic” whole others said it 
lacked clarity on initiatives to 
boost the agriculture sector and 
ways to curtail expenditure.   

“The Finance Minister has 
presented an optimistic budget 
with the view that everything 
seems to be going perfect and 
will continue to be perfect, in-
cluding that the government 
will retain power and present 
the next budget. So there have 
been no drastic changes,” re-
marked R S Deshpande, director, 
Institute for Social and Econom-
ic Change (ISEC), Bengaluru.

He said that since it is a vote-
on-account, the FM has hardly 
any elbow space, but is cautious 
about allocations, so that it is 
not criticised as a pre-election 
budget. “The emphasis is on 
three components — gender, 
farmer and poor — which was 
there since Nehru’s first budget 
but little has been done in that 
direction. This time, there is 
quantification with regard to 
funds allocated for women. 
Whether it is placating them for 
elections, or a sincere effort, the 
focus is on these three compo-
nents,” Deshpande observed. 
With regard to the poor and 
farmers, allocations do not 
match the claims made, he said.

“The budget speaks little 
about the aspirations of  the 
people, and has not touched 
proposals on direct or indirect 
taxes,” said B T Manohar, chair-
man, State Taxes and GST Com-
mittee, and member of  the GST 
Consultative Committee, Gov-
ernment of  Karnataka.

“In an election year, that is 
some anticipation but people 
did not expect the IT slab to be 
reduced. They were worried 
that higher taxes would be im-
posed but the government has 
maintained status quo and kept 
citizens happy. Which means 
people not expecting conces-
sions did not get them,” said 
psephologist Dr Sandeep Shas-
tri, adding there were no hard 
decisions on curtailing non-
development expenditure. 

 No new projects for state, says Siddu  The worst I have ever seen, says Shivakumar

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

CHIEF Minister Siddaramai-
ah and Deputy Chief  Minister 
D K Shivakumar termed the 
Union budget presented on 
Thursday as “disappointing” 
with Karnataka not getting 
any new projects. “The budget 
has not addressed the real 
problems of  people like price 
rise, unemployment, farmers 
issues and problems faced by 
poor people,” Siddaramaiah 
told reporters here.

The CM said the budget will 
not take the country on the 
path of  development as 
claimed by the BJP, but will 

lead the country on the path 
of  destruction.

During the UPA government, 
the average increase in the 
budget size used to be around 
13.79 per cent, but in the cur-
rent NDA government, it 
is around 9.6 per cent, 
he said and added that 
this clearly shows that 
the per capita income 
has not increased.

Siddaramaiah ac-
cused the Centre of  doing 
a great injustice to Karnataka 
in the devolution of  taxes. 
Though Karnataka is the sec-
ond state in the country after 
Maharashtra in tax collection, 
it is the 10th state in the devolu-

tion of  funds, he said and added 
that the major share of  funds 
go to Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh.

Responding to Congress MP 
DK Suresh’s demand for a sep-

arate country for the 
southern states, the CM 
said,  “T he nation 
should remain united, 
the state should re-
main united. “

He said in the federal 
system, they can make de-

mands for devolution of  taxes. 
Shivakumar termed the 

budget as “the worst I have 
ever seen”. “I had appealed for 
allocation of  funds for various 
projects in Karnataka, but 

nothing has been allocated. 
Many irrigation projects are 
suffering due to paucity of  
funds and several new projects 
in Bengaluru needs funds. She 
(Finance Minister Nirmala Si-
taraman) was elected from 
Karnataka, but the got a raw 
deal in the budget. It is a very 
disappointing budget,” the 
DCM said.

Shivakumar said he had 
sought time from the Prime 
Minister to discuss develop-
ment works in Bengaluru, but 
did not get it. An allocation of  
Rs 5,000 crore announced for 
the Upper Bhadra project in 
the last budget has not been re-
leased yet.

BUDGET GIVES FILLIP TO ISLAND AND COASTAL TOURISM 

SWR gets 
`7,329 crore
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

THE South Western Railway 
(SWR) Zone has been allocated 
Rs 7,329 crore in the budget. The 
allocation for Karnataka (which 
includes SWR along with Bidar, 
Raichur and Kalaburagi) stands 
at Rs 7,524 crore.

Briefing the media through a 
video conference from New 
Delhi, , Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw said, “The aver-
age annual outlay between 2009 
and 2014 was Rs 835 crore per 
annum compared to the budget 
outlay of  Rs 7,329 crore in 2024.” 
The allocation in recent years 
is nine times that of  the past.  
SWR received Rs 9,200 crore in 
2023-2024 while it received Rs 
6,900 crore during 2022-2023.

A huge thrust has been laid 
on infrastructure with Rs 2,286 
crore for new lines and Rs 1,531 
crore for track doubling. Pas-
senger amenities have been 
earmarked Rs 987 crore.

An official release from 
South Western Railway said, 
“All major stations are being 
redeveloped. The redevelop-
ment work has commenced at 
Bengaluru Cantonment and 
Yesvantpur stations already.”

Under the Amrit Bharat Sta-
tions Scheme, 48 stations in 
SWR have been taken up for 
redevelopment. 

To ensure safety, Rs 341 crore 
have been earmarked for Road 
Over Bridge and Road Under 
Bridge works. For faster execu-
tion of  projects, all future 
works will be 100 per cent fund-
ed either by the Railway or 
state government. The alloca-
tion for traffic works is Rs 
126.11 crore and that for the 
survey of  the new lines/ dou-
bling/quadrupling projects is 
Rs 22 crore for SWR.

B O S K Y  K H A N N A  @Bengaluru 

UNION Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Thursday 
laid special emphasis on pro-
moting tourism in the country, 
especially for the middle class. 
In her budget speech, she 
stressed on island tourism, 
more so for Lakshadweep. Of-
ficials in the Karnataka tour-
ism department and experts 
look at this as an opportunity 
to promote coastal tourism and 
explore the islands. 

“Karnataka has a 320km long 
coastline, which has pristine 
locations. We have two blue flag 
beaches and islands to show-
case. Besides Netrani Islands, 
we have Nugu, Bhadra, Ta-
lakadu,  Srirangapatna, KRS 
and Sharavathi backwaters 
that need to be promoted. Many 

visit Srirangapatna, but don’t 
know it is a heritage island. Ta-
lakadu also needs to be popu-
larised,” an official told TNIE. 

Another official said the 
budget has made way for taking 
up island tourism and strength-
ening coastal tourism, especial-
ly with relaxations in coastal 
zoning regulations. “Work on 
studying other islands and im-
proving infrastructure of  other 
islands around Karnataka will 
increase now. After Prime Min-
ister took up scuba diving in 
Lakshadweep, we are working 
on promoting it at Netrani Is-
lands. We are ready to share the 
load of  Lakshadweep,” the of-
ficial said. 

An expert from the tourism 
sector, working with the gov-
ernment on policies, said while 
Karnataka Chief  Minister Sid-

daramaiah had taken informa-
tion on improving tourism, and 
strengthening capacity and in-
frastructure, the state should 
now make the most of  the Un-
ion budget for coastal and her-
itage tourism. 

“Karnataka has been promot-

ing its heritage places. Not only 
Hampi, there is potential even 
in Belur, Halebidu, Pattadakal, 
Shravanabelagola, Somanath-
pur, Badami, Bidar, Vijayapura 
and Golgumbaz fort, that will 
be promoted. Karnataka too 
had played a crucial part in 

hosting the recently-held G20 
summit,” the expert said. 

Sitharaman had stated that 
after the success of  organising 
G20 meetings in 60 places, pre-
senting Indian diversity to the 
world,  India’s  economic 
strength has made it an attrac-
tive destination for business 
and conference tourism. “Tour-
ism, including spiritual tour-
ism, has tremendous opportu-
nities for local entrepreneurship. 
States will be encouraged to 
take up comprehensive develop-
ment of  iconic tourist centres, 
branding and marketing them 
at global scale. To address the 
emerging fervour for domestic 
tourism, projects for port con-
nectivity, tourism infrastruc-
ture and amenities will be taken 
up on our islands, including 
Lakshadweep,” she said.

RAW DEAL FOR K’TAKA: CM, DCM

READY FOR STATE BUDGET
Vidhana Soudha gets spruced up for the Karnataka budget which is scheduled to be presented later this month |  NAGARAJA GADEKAL 

Progressive 
budget, says BJP

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

SENIOR BJP leaders in the 
state, including former chief  
minister and Parliamentary 
Board Member B S Yediyurap-
pa, termed the budget as “pro-
gressive and realistic” that 
will improve the standards of  
living of  youth, farmers, wom-
en, and especially people from 
backward sections. 

The former CM said the 
budget has reaffirmed the 
commitment of  the NDA gov-
ernment towards 
building a strong, 
empowered and de-
veloped India in the 
coming days.

BJP state presi-
dent BY Vijayendra 
said the Union gov-
ernment under the 
leadership of  Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has been 
following the path of  reform 
and development and the 
budget gives the confidence 
to take the country to the top 
spot in the world by 2047. The 
budget emphasises on devel-
opment of  various sectors, 
including agriculture, trans-
port, industry, employment, 
tourism, medicine and edu-
cation. “It is an excellent 
budget and a significant step 
towards giving hope to the 
masses,” he added.

Leader of  Opposition in 

the Assembly R Ashoka said 
the interim budget is fo-
cused on the poor, youth, 
women, and farmers, who 
are the pillars of  the coun-
try. This budget will pave the 
way for India to emerge as 
the world’s third-largest eco-
nomic power, he said. 

Contrary to expectations 
that the budget presented on 
the eve of  the Lok Sabha elec-
tions will be full of  popular 
schemes, there was no such 
announcements, he said. The 
budget focuses on the devel-

opment of  people 
from all sections. 
There is no income 
tax up to Rs 7 lakh, 
emphasis has been 
placed on the use of  
solar energy in one 
crore households, 
and those families 

will get free electricity up to 
300 units permanently.

The Ayushman Bharat 
scheme has been extended to 
all ASHA and Anganwadi 
workers in the country. It 
has been decided to provide 
free vaccination to 9-15-year-
old girls to prevent cervical 
cancer. Separate housing for 
fishermen has been pro-
posed, Ashok said.

JDS leader HD Kumaras-
wamy said it is an interim 
budget that has emphasised 
on development of  many sec-
tors, including agriculture.

Cabinet nod: Online marriage registration to be a reality
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

TO simplify the marriage 
registration process, the 
state cabinet on Thursday 
gave its approval to amend 
the Hindu Marriage Regis-
tration Act that will pave the 
way for online registrations.  

According to Law Minister 
HK Patil, marriage registra-
tion at present can be done 
only at the sub-registrar of-
fices. “To make it people 
friendly, there was proposal 
to allow marriage registra-
tions through the Kaveri 2.0 
portal and at GramOne and 
Bapuji Service Centres in ru-

ral areas,” he said.
The cabinet also gave the 

go-ahead to the 2 per cent quo-
ta for sportspersons in gov-
ernment jobs as well as to get 
the CM’s approval for the gov-
ernor’s draft speech prepared 
by the cabinet committee. 

6 bills pending before Guv
Of  the 19 Bills that were 
passed during the Winter 
Session at Suvarna Soudha 
in Belagavi, Governor Thaa-
war Chand Gehlot has yet to 
sign six of  them, said Law 
Minister HK Patil. He said 
there are some technical is-
sues and the governor has 
sought clarifications.

C O T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

EXPRESSING strong reserva-
tion about the Union govern-
ment’s focus on the northern 
states, he said it will be enough 
if  the Centre gave Karnataka 
its share of  money. “Our de-
mand is that we must get our 
share of  GST and Customs 
from our state and direct taxes. 
We have been witnessing a lot 
of  injustice to South India...our 
share of  money is being dis-
tributed in North India.” 

He was responding to a ques-
tion on the budget promise of  
interest-free loans of  Rs 75,000 
crore to states. “The Centre is 
collecting taxes to the tune of  
more than Rs 4 lakh crore from 

Karnataka but how much we are 
getting in return? We must ques-
tion this. Since the 16th Finance 
Commission is going to start, if  
these (anomalies) are not recti-
fied then the southern states will 
have to raise their voice.”

BJP leaders were quick to 
launch a scathing attack, say-
ing MP Suresh is asking for a 
“separate southern nation” 
and linked it to Rahul Gandhi’s 
Bharat Jodo Yatra. “This MP 
has spoken about division of  
the country, it is Bharat Todo, 
not Bharat Jodo,” they said. 

Congress leaders, including 
DCM DK Shivakumar, rushed 
to their lone MP’s defence, say-
ing he has spoken about peo-
ple’s concerns. Shivakumar 

said, “I am a citizen of  united 
India. Suresh has only mir-
rored the disappointment of  
the people about not a getting a 
fair share of  revenue. We are all 
children of  Mother India and 
we have to stay together. South 
India also needs the same prior-
ity and importance that is ac-
corded to Hindi states.” 

Attacking the BJP, he said, 
“Karnataka elected 25 BJP 
MPs, what have all the MPs 
done for Karnataka? Will our 
BJP MPs protest in front of  Par-
liament House at least now?” 

Congress leaders said imbal-
ance in central allocations to 
the South needs to be ad-
dressed, without raising the is-
sue of  dividing India. 

‘Optimistic, 
not a pre-poll 
budget’

BJP SLAMS SURESH OVER COMMENT
OTHER DECISIONS 
450-bed hospital at Hassan 
Institute of Medical Sciences 
at a cost of `142 crore

`47.32 cr to set up the 
Kalyan Karnataka Human 
Genome Study Centre at 
Raichur 

`60 cr to develop 104 
Karnataka public schools 
at 93 aspirational taluks

`170 cr for Petro Cards for 
police vehicles to avail fuel 

`13.75 cr to buy two 
sarees each for 1,37,469 
Anganwadi workers 
and assistants

CM Siddaramaiah arrives for the cabinet meeting 
at Vidhana Soudha on Thursday |  NAGARAJA GADEKAL 
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XACTLY on this day last year, I 
had predicted in this newspaper: 
“The Finance Minister has cut
the MGNREGA budget artificial-
ly and will be forced to spend 
much more.” Nirmala Sithara-
man had budgeted `60,000 crore

for the jobs scheme last year. It turns out 
that the government spent ̀ 86,000 crore, 44 
percent more than what was budgeted. 
MGNREGA is a demand-based right-to-
work programme and, given the larger job-
less economic growth environment, it was 
evident that the demand would far exceed 
what the finance minister had hoped for. 

What is worse—recall that in 2014, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi had mocked 
MGNREGA in the Lok Sabha as a monu-
ment to the UPA government’s failure. His 
government has been forced to spend near-
ly triple the amount for the scheme. It was 
MGNREGA that saved this nation from po-
tential civic unrest during the Covid lock-
down. Modi’s troubling tryst with MGN-
REGA epitomises the larger budget 
exercise and its handling of  the economy 
over the last decade. Watch what the Modi 
government does, not what it says.

The government says that India’s econ-
omy is among the world’s fastest growing. 
The Reserve Bank of  India’s latest con-
sumer confidence survey shows that 70 
percent of  Indian families—those earning 
less than ̀ 50,000 a month—feel the econo-
my has worsened for them, while it is only 
the top 30 percent that say the economy 
has improved.

The government says that India’s econo-
my is the lone shining star in the world. 
Foreign investment into India has remained 
stagnant for a decade.

The government says by reducing corpo-
rate taxes, it has eased doing business for 
companies. Private investment as a share 
of  GDP has fallen, which means the private 
sector is not exactly buoyant by either a re-
duction in tax rates or by the claim of  easier 
conditions for business.

The government says that incomes for 
people have grown. Demand for MGNRE-
GA just last year was the highest in a dec-
ade (leaving out the Covid years), which 
shows that people do not have any other 
means of  income other than to slog for bare 
minimum wages.

The government says with GST, India’s 
economy has been formalised and tax eva-
sion has been brought down. India’s indi-
rect tax to GDP ratio has remained the same 
before and after GST at roughly 4 percent, 
implying tax collection has not really im-
proved post GST.

The government says that welfare 
schemes for the poor have increased enor-
mously in its tenure. Welfare expenditure 
has actually come down to 16 percent of  to-
tal expenditure from 20 percent in 2014.

The government says it is highly nation-
alistic and puts ‘nation first’. In its tenure, 
the Modi government has sacrificed terri-
tory to the Chinese and reduced defence 
expenditure from 17 percent of  total ex-
penditure in 2014 to 13 percent.

The dichotomy list of  what the govern-
ment says versus what it does is long. Just 
as everything else in the country—from 
movies to sports to universities—the budg-
et exercise is also heavily politicised. One 
can rightfully argue that every budget of  
any government is first and foremost a po-
litical act. But what sets this one apart is 
the complete dissonance between the nar-
rative and the budget speech to what actu-
ally transpires in the numbers and on the 
ground. Former US President Barack 
Obama would have called the last 10 budg-
ets ‘lipstick on pigs’.

Fundamentally, any government’s budg-
et is about where it gets money from and 
what it spends it on. In India, the federal 
government gets its money from three pre-
dominant sources of  taxes—corporate tax-

es, personal income taxes and indirect taxes 
such as GST that everyone from the poor to 
the rich pay at the same rate. In its 10 years, 
the Manmohan Singh government nearly 
quadrupled its tax collections. The bulk of  
this increase in taxes came from rich corpo-
rates. The Modi government tripled tax col-
lections in its 10-year tenure, but a bulk of  
its increase came from regressive indirect 
taxes that the poor share a greater burden 
of, while corporates’ share came down. 
This, in essence, is the taxation philosophy 
of  the Modi government. For all the hulla-
balloo over tax reforms, GST, globally com-
petitive corporate tax rates and so on, the 
reality is that the direction of  taxation in 
the Modi government’s tenure turned re-
gressive to greater indirect taxes and corpo-
rates merely pocketed the reduced taxes 
without increasing investment.

Alternatively, the Modi government has 
spent its monies largely on public invest-
ment in infrastructure such as roads, air-
ports, ports, power and so on, while cutting 
back on defence, despite its high-decibel jin-
goistic nationalism. To be clear, capital ex-
penditure is a good investment for the fu-
ture as a public good that can benefit society 
at large. But the problem is that most of  this 
capital expenditure is being undertaken by 
the government using public money, rather 
than from the private sector. The govern-
ment’s capital expenditure has gone up five 
times in the last decade, while private in-
vestment has remained flat. A foolish de-
monetisation exercise, followed by a hap-
hazard and hasty transition to GST and the 
pandemic shock have rendered private sec-
tor investment sluggish in the last decade. 
To make up for this slack, the government 
has been forced to increase its expenditure 
for which it collected money largely through 
regressive taxation of  the poor. This, in a 
nutshell, is the Modi government’s budget 
track record over the last 10 years.

In her budget speech, when Sitharaman 
gloated about the number of  chess grand-
masters having increased to 84, insinuating 
that somehow Modi and his government 
deserves credit for it, it symbolised every-
thing about the government’s economic 
management philosophy—give me credit 
for the rains, but don’t blame me for the 
drought.  (Views are personal)
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If our commitment to remain an  
open society is one of the pillars of our 
nationhood, the other is our commitment 
to remain an open economy
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

FINANCE MINISTER   
FRAMES GROWTH STORY, 

SOUNDS POLL BUGLE

T
HE interim budget has turned out to be a three-way 
play—a bugle to amplify the achievements of  the govern-
ment; a broad statement of  growth policies it expects to 
pursue; and a tightening of  purse strings to cut the fiscal 
deficit from 5.8 percent to 5.1 percent. The sharp prudence 

surprised many as Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
firmly declared that she intended to meet the deficit target of  
4.5% in another two years. Her tight, under-an-hour budget 
speech dwelt expansively on past performance—tackling pov-
erty with schemes ranging from the direct transfer of  `34 lakh 
crore to the wallets of  80 crore Indians, to providing loans to  
78 lakh street vendors. 

The interim budget was also cleverly used to signal that the 
coming Lok Sabha polls are but a formality; and that the incum-
bent government intends to continue its aggressive capital ex-
penditure policies helmed by infrastructure projects. The capex 
target for the next fiscal has been raised by 11.1 percent to ̀ 11.11 
lakh crore. But the big revelation was that a whopping `50,000 
crore of  last year’s capex went unspent mainly because of  states 
not meeting their targets. Or, is that a euphemism to say the 
opposition states were denied their dues? Meanwhile, the fi-
nance minister indicated that housing is going to be a future 
mainstay, with 2 crore rural housing units in the pipeline, while 
slums, chawls and unauthorised colonies can expect to be rec-
ognised and upgraded. 

There were parts which resembled an election speech, like 
the underlining that the four ‘castes’ the government was budg-
eting for: the poor, women, youth and annadata or farmers. 
However, it must be conceded there were real sops too, not ex-
pected from an interim budget: a national vaccination pro-
gramme for cervical cancer and medical cover for all ASHA and 
Anganwadi workers. The government said the tax regime will 
remain unchanged but threw in the sweetener that it intends to 
waive the backlog of  small-but-irritating income tax demands 
up to ̀ 25,000 hanging since 1962. What seems to be a big miss is 
the failure to recognise and provision for growing rural distress. 
Rural India has faced a steady decline in income, and it is seri-
ously impacting consumer goods sales. In this scenario, the 
expected push to enlarge employment and wages has disap-
pointingly gone abegging.

OPPN HOPES FLOATED 
AND SHOT IN PATNA

T
HE exit of  Bihar Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar from the 
INDIA bloc has exposed the deep divide between region-
al parties and the Congress.  Nitish was the main archi-
tect of  the opposition alliance. He travelled across the 
country to persuade regional parties to join hands and 

put up a one-on-one fight against the ruling NDA. He con-
vinced AAP chief  Arvind Kejriwal and TMC president Mama-
ta Bannerjee to drop the idea of  forming a third front with 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi chief  K Chandrasekhar Rao. Nitish 
also tried, though unsuccessfully, to bring K Chandrasekhar 
Rao and BJD chief  Naveen Patnaik into team INDIA. The 
credit for the successful first meeting of  the opposition parties 
at Patna last year goes entirely to the Bihar chief  minister. He 
got the opposition bandwagon rolling by getting the disparate
parties to agree to work together. So it was not unreasonable 
for him to expect to be officially named its leader. But instead 
of  rewarding him for his efforts, the opposition parties gave 
Nitish a cold shoulder. He was kept waiting for months and 
ultimately Mallikarjun Kharge was named the chairman. The 
opposition parties had nothing to offer Nitish except giving 
him a chance to play a role in national politics. Once that 
chance was denied, he flipped.

With Nitish’s exit, the differences among the opposition par-
ties have resurfaced. Akhilesh, Mamata and Kejriwal are play-
ing hardball with the Congress. The three parties—having 
presence in nearly 150 Lok Sabha seats across the six states of  
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Delhi, Punjab, Goa and Gujarat—
have refused to accommodate the Congress party’s demand 
for seats. While Kejriwal has said no to an alliance with the 
Congress in Punjab, Mamata and Akhilesh have offered what 
the Congress leaders have termed as unacceptable crumbs. 
The seat-sharing talks in West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh are 
on the verge of  a collapse with INDIA partners in these states 
threatening to go it alone. This is where a universally-accept-
able Nitish could have played a role as a deal maker. 

The hope that the opposition parties may be able to mount 
a united challenge to the formidable NDA floated from Patna 
with Nitish at the helm; but it appears to have crashed with 
the change of  government in Patna.

Q U I C K  TA K E

CHECK BEFORE YOU CUT

I SRAEL alleges and the West disposes. This view—admitted-
ly lacking in nuance—is gaining ground in the Global South. 
Several unproven allegations of  primeval violence by Ha-

mas have been repeated by Western leaders; on almost all 
such occasions, they have eaten their words later. The latest 
allegation has life-or-death ramifications for millions. Soon 
after Israel alleged that some of  the October 7 attackers were 
UN Relief  and Works Agency workers, the US and eight other 
Western countries cut more than half  the aid agency’s fund-
ing. The least the West can do before taking such a drastic 
measure is to check the facts. Else, the North-South chasm 
may remain unbridgeable for a generation.

LL economics is essentially ar-
ticulation of  contextual postures 
in politics. India’s budgets have 
validated this truism year after 
year. In 1991, Manmohan Singh 
borrowed words from Victor
Hugo and declared that no power 

can stop an idea whose time has come, as 
the Indian economy was opened up. In 2009, 
in the wake of  the global financial crisis, 
Pranab Mukherjee paid tribute to the na-
tionalisation of  banks in 1969 and celebrat-
ed government expenditure crossing the 
`10-trillion mark. The Modi Government, 
in its two terms—particularly in the after-
math of  the pandemic and geopolitical ten-
sions which wrecked business and econom-
ic models of  nations—renewed the 
construct of  economic resilience to present 
the idea of  Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

On Thursday, Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman opened her speech with the 
declaration, “The Indian economy has wit-
nessed profound positive transformation in 
the last 10 years.” In the run-up to the 2024 
elections, the Finance Minister presented 
to Indians—in a speech spread over 5,200 
words, laced with Modi’s quotes, embel-
lished with data and punctuated by slo-
gans—an illustrated account of  the ap-
proach and accomplishments of  the 
government. The 2024 budget pitch revolves 
around a new acronym GYAN—gareeb, 
yuva, annadata and nari—which addresses 
the bottom of  the economic pyramid, the 
catchment zone of  electoral politics inhab-
ited by nearly a billion voters.

It is, verily, the preface of  the election 
campaign. The foundation for the ambition 
of  a third term is built on a huge invest-
ment in physical and digital infrastructure. 
The Modi government has, in the past nine 
years, taken overall public sector capital in-
vestment from `5.6 lakh crore when it as-
sumed power and trebled it to over `18.6 
lakh crore. It is building roads at the rate of  
28 km per day and laying railway lines at 
around 15 km per day. India had built 74 air-
ports in the first 67 years of  independence; 
the number was doubled over the last dec-
ade to 149. In its effort to expand financial 
inclusion, the government leveraged Aad-
haar to open 51.6 crore Jan Dhan accounts. 
This has enabled delivery of  welfare pay-
ments of  ̀ 34 lakh crore in all through direct 
transfer of  benefits.

Budget 2024 is also the prologue to the 
construct of  Viksit Bharat—the aspiration-
al idea of  a developed economy. The ster-
ling surprise of  the essay is the promise to 
bring down fiscal deficit by 0.7 percentage 
points to 5.1 percent of  the GDP in the com-

ing year. It has also brought down gross and 
net borrowings—both in ratio to the GDP 
and in absolute terms—to ̀ 14.13 lakh crore 
and `11.75 lakh crore respectively. The ap-
proach is to leverage the demography, de-
mocracy and diversity of  the economy. The 
strategy is to present Atmanirbhar Bharat 
to global investors.

The move is located at the intersection of  
aspiration and compulsions. Consider the 
aspirational aspects first. The outcomes of  
the recent state elections promise political 
stability after the general elections of  2024. 
The granular detail of  the interim exercise 
eschews any change or tinkering with tax 

laws and comes embedded with the predict-
ability sought by investors. In the past dec-
ade, India has moved up on GDP rankings 
from the tenth largest economy to the fifth 
largest in 2023. Its financial offerings have 
found acceptance on global indices in finan-
cial markets—the latest being its inclusion 
on JP Morgan’s emerging market govern-
ment bond index. India has also been argu-
ing for some years that the assessment of  
India by ratings agencies is flawed.

The ambition faces political and eco-
nomic realities. Classical economic theory 
tells us that gross domestic product is 
C+I+G+(X-M). Essentially, economic out-

put is measured as the sum of  consump-
tion plus private investment plus govern-
ment expenditure and net exports. The 
government is faced with a conundrum. 
While spending on infrastructure has gone
up and fuelled growth, the push is not vis-
ible in private sector investment. Worse, 
the growth is not broad enough to propel 
private final consumption.

Companies engaged in production of  
entry-level consumer goods, durables and 
automobiles have been candid about the 
lack of  offtake in rural areas; they inter-
pret this as a problem of  income at the bot-
tom of  the pyramid. Consumer goods com-
panies are worried about sluggish demand 
even in the festival season this year. Auto-
mobile giant Maruti Suzuki flagged a de-
cline in the offtake of  entry-level models, 
Bajaj Finance shares tumbled this week as 
the company flagged issues with business-
to-consumer and rural segments. Indeed, 
business chamber members have been ad-
vocating measures to prop rural demand, 
ranging from more allocation for MGN-
REGA to higher compensation for farmers 
to free spending power.

The reduction of  fiscal deficit and lower-
ing of  borrowings opens up room for the 
Reserve Bank of  India to bring down the 
cost of  capital—the hope being this will 
rekindle the Keynesian animal spirits to 
nudge private sector investments and en-
able consumption as interest rates and in-
flation taper. The move is a measured at-
tempt to invite a re-assessment of  India’s 
macro fundamentals among its emerging-
economy peers. One of  the factors influ-
encing foreign portfolio and direct invest-
ment is the cost of  capital, which is 
influenced by the level of  debt in relation 
to the GDP, fiscal deficit and government 
borrowings. For instance, Vietnam and 
Mexico, both beneficiaries of  friend-shor-
ing and near-shoring of  manufacturing, 
have a lower fiscal deficit to GDP ratio. 

There is no quarrelling with the smart 
approach. However, much more needs to 
be done. For instance, bringing down gov-
ernment debt by monetising the value of  
its assets and investments in public sector 
enterprises. To lure investment, India will 
also have to unclog the regulatory choles-
terol, push state governments to adopt 
friendlier labour codes and land acquisi-
tion laws, and enable plug-and-play oppor-
tunities for investors. Much also depends 
on the geopolitics, which influences geo-
economics. It is said that fortune is at the 
intersection of  opportunity and prepara-
tion. This, in a sense, is only the beginning. 
 (shankkar.aiyar@gmail.com)
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WATCH WHAT THEY DO,
NOT WHAT THEY SAY

BUDGET PITCHES
ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT
TO GLOBAL INVESTORS

SHANKKAR AIYAR Author of The Gated Republic: Aadhaar and the 
Biometric History of India’s 12-digit Revolution  
and Accidental India

This government has repeatedly 
talked down MGNREGA. But the 
budget numbers show it actually 
increased allocations for the job 
scheme. We need to rely on the 
government’s deeds rather than 
its words. The higher allocation 
is symptomatic of the larger 
jobless growth environment

The budget aims to improve macro fundamentals and attract 
more investment. India will also need to unclog its regulatory 

cholesterol and push states for friendlier labour codes

SOURAV ROY 

PRAVEEN  
CHAKRAVARTY

Chairman, All India Professionals’ Congress

Balanced budget
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has 
presented a short and sweet interim budget. 
While we cannot expect any major proposals 
and schemes given that it is an interim 
budget, this one is balanced, progressive 
and aimed at consolidating the country’s 
infrastructure and economic development.  
The government’s visionary approach to 
creating a comprehensive roadmap for ‘Viksit 
Bharat’ is laudable. 
Vijay Shekhar, Chennai

Energy security
A groundbreaking initiative in this year ’s 
budget is the scheme for bio-manufacturing 
and bio-foundry. Focusing on energy security, 
the budget allocates resources for a massive 
rooftop solarisation initiative.  
Sumit Saha, Dhenkanal

Few positives
The budget pampers to the rich while doing 
little for the poor and the middle class. There 
are no changes to the income tax slab or the 
direct and indirect tax rates. A positive aspect 
is that the benefits under the Ayushman 
Bharat scheme have been extended to ASHA 
and Anganwadi workers. The revised fiscal 
deficit estimate for FY24 stands at 5.8%, 
which means there could be some  
belt-tightening ahead.
A G Rajmohan, email

Soren’s arrest  
Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemanth Soren’s 
arrest by the Enforcement Directorate in 
connection with a land scam has once again 
thrown a spotlight on corruption in politics. 
The ball is now in the ED’s court. The central 
agency must prove its allegations against 
Soren. Otherwise it will  lend credibility to the 
claims by the opposition that the government 
is misusing central agencies. 
Nunnagoppala Jagadeesh, Vizianagaram 

Political divide
Ref: Brakes or stoning? Rahul’s car damaged 
(Feb 1). The contradictory statements by the 
Congress and Trinamool Congress regarding 
where the incident happened showcase the 
growing divide between the two. The Congress 
appears too eager to play the victim card. 
Rajarao Kumar, Bengaluru 
         
Imran sentenced 
Ref: Imran, wife Bushra Bibi sentenced to 14 
years in Toshakhana case (Feb 1). Khan has 
been handed two separate jail  terms of 10 
and 14 years this week on two charges—for 
revealing state secrets and illegal sale of 
state gifts. The twin sentences seem to have 
annihilated his political career and taught an 
important lesson that sometimes popularity 
alone may not be enough for a political leader.
R Sivakumar, Chennai
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D E F E N C E

BUDGET UP BY 
`28,000 CR
Amidst the current geo-
political scenario and border 
tensions, the defence budget 
for FY 2024-25 has increased 
by `28003.21 crore, 13.04% 
of the overall budget. 

C H A B A H A R

`100 CR FOR 
STRATEGIC PORT
The largest share of aid 
portfolio under the overall 
outlay of MEA was to Bhutan 
at `2,068 crore. The aid for 
Iran’s Chabahar Port project 
stood at `100 crore.

A G E N C I E S

ALLOCATION FOR 
CBI CUT BY `40 CR
The Centre has allocated 
`928.46 crore to the Central 
Bureau of Investigation, a 
snip of over `40.4 crore from 
the year before. The agency 
had got `946.51 crore in the 
Estimates for FY24, which 
was revised to `968.86 crore.

E D U C AT I O N

K A V I T A  B A J E L I - D A T T  @ New Delhi

IN the Interim Budget an-
nouncement, school education 
received a notable increase of  
over `500 crore, while higher 
education grants saw a de-
cline. Funding for higher edu-
c at i o n  d e c re a s e d  f ro m 
`57,244.48 crore (Revised Esti-
mates) to `47,619.77 crore.

A surprising development 
was the significant cut in fund-
ing for the University Grants 
Commission (UGC), responsi-
ble for maintaining teaching, 
examination, and research 
standards in university educa-
tion. UGC funding witnessed a 
staggering 60% reduction, 
dropping from last year’s Re-
vised Estimate (RE) of  `6,409 
crore to `2,500 crore.

Budgets for Indian Insti-
tutes of  Technology (IITs) and 
Indian Institutes of  Manage-
ment (IIMs) also declined. IITs 
experienced a second consecu-
tive year of  budget cuts, de-
creasing from `10,384.21 crore 
to `10,324.50 crore. Similarly, 
IIMs saw their allocation re-
duced from `212.21 crore (RE) 
to `331 crore, following a de-
crease from ̀ 608.23 crore (RE) 
to `300 crore last year.

In contrast, grants for In-
dia’s 56 Central Universities 
increased substantially to 
`15,472 crore from the RE of  
`12,000.08 crore, marking a 
28% hike.

For school education, the 
2024-25 budget allocation 
stands at `73,498 crore, up 
from `72,473.80 crore. This 
marks the highest-ever alloca-
tion for the Department of  
School Education and Litera-
cy under the Education Minis-
try, aligning with plans to in-
troduce  new textbooks 
following the National Educa-
tion Policy 2020.

In line with the focus on 
school education, the Kendri-
ya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) 
and Navodaya Vidyalaya 
Samiti (NVS) received their 
highest-ever budget alloca-
tions. KVS received `9,302 
crore, compared to the previ-
ous `8,500 crore, while NVS 
received `5,800 crore, up from 
`5,470 crore. PM Schools for 
Rising India (PM SHRI) re-
ceived a significant share, 
with `6,050 crore allocated for 
the 2024-25 fiscal year.

Finance Minister Sithara-
man highlighted the establish-
ment of  new higher learning 
institutions, including seven 
IITs, 16 IIITs, seven IIMs, 15 
AIIMS, and 390 universities 
since 2024. Additionally, 3,000 
new ITIs were established.

Sitharaman emphasized 
that the nation’s prosperity re-
lies on equipping and empow-
ering the youth. 

The finance minister also 
reported a 28% increase in fe-
male enrollment in higher 
education, with women now 
constituting an impressive 
43% of  total enrollment in 
STEM courses, one of  the 
highest figures globally.

Free cervical cancer 
vax for 9-14 age group, 
push for med colleges 

Lakhpati Didi scheme widened, 
insurance for ASHA workers up
W O M E N  &  C H I L D

K A V I T A  B A J E L I - D A T T  @ New Delhi

IN an attempt to woo women 
voters, Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman on Thurs-
day announced a slew of  meas-
ures for them in the Interim 
Budget 2024-25.

The FM proposed increasing 
the number of  women benefici-
aries under its ‘Lakhpati Didi 
scheme’ to 3 crore from the cur-
rent 2 crore. She also proposed 
providing PMJAY insurance 
coverage to over 11 lakh ASHA 
workers, 14 lakh Aanganwadi 
workers and helpers.

The finance minister said 
that the empowerment of  wom-
en through entrepreneurship, 
ease of  living, and dignity for 
them has gained momentum in 
the last 10 years.

Though the focus of  the gov-
ernment was on women’s em-
powerment and their economic 

participation, the Women and 
Child Development Ministry 
got just over 2 per cent increase 
from last year’s budget.

The ministry has been allo-
cated `26,000 crore in 2024-25, 
an increase of  2.52 per cent 
from the previous budget.

The Saksham Anganwadi 
and POSHAN 2.0 (Umbrella 
ICDS — Anganwadi Services, 
Poshan Abhiyan, Scheme for 
Adolescent Girls) saw the high-
est allocation of  funds at ̀ 21,200 

crore, followed by the Mission 
Shakti (Mission for Protection 
and Empowerment for Women) 
which has been granted ` 
3145.97 crore.

The Mission VATSALYA 
(Child Protection Services and 
Child Welfare Services) was al-
located `1,472 crore.

Emphasising the govern-
ment’s focus on women’s em-
powerment, the FM started her 
speech saying that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi “firmly 
believes, we need to focus on 
four major castes. They are, 
‘Garib’ (Poor), ‘Mahilayen’ 
(Women), ‘Yuva’ (Youth), and 
‘Annadata’(Farmer).

“Their needs, their aspira-
tions, and their welfare are our 
highest priority. The country 
p r o g r e s s e s  w h e n  t h e y 
progress”. 

She added that all four re-
quire and receive government 
support as their empowerment 
and well-being will drive the 
country forward.

H E A LT H

K A V I T A  B A J E L I - D A T T  @ New Delhi

UNION Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Thursday 
proposed free vaccination of  
girls in the age group of  9-14 for 
prevention of  cervical cancer 
in the Interim Budget 2024-25.

The minister also suggested 
setting up of  more medical col-
leges and providing over 11 
lakh ASHA workers insurance 
cover. A budget of  ̀ 90,657 crore 
has been allocated to the health 
ministry, seeing 1.6 per cent  
rise over last year’s budget.

According to the former Di-
rector of  the Public Health 
Foundation of  India, Dr K S 
Reddy, “The rise in allocation 
for health is just over 1% com-
pared to last year. The regular 
budget should invest more in 
protecting and promoting peo-
ple’s health if  we are to realise 
the vision of  Viksit Bharat.”

“Our government will en-
courage vaccination for girls in 
(the) age group of  9 to 14 years 
for the prevention of  cervical 
cancer,” the FM said.

According to estimates, cer-
vical cancer contributes to ap-
proximately 6-29% of  all can-
cers in women.

As per the Global Cancer Ob-
servatory 2020, the South East 
Asia Region accounted for a 

substantial portion of  the glo-
bal cervical cancer burden, 
with 2,00,000 new cases  (32% of  
the worldwide burden) and 
1,00,000 deaths  (34% of  global 
fatalities.)

Although HPV vaccination 
has been licensed for use in In-
dia since 2008, it is yet to be in-
cluded in the national immuni-
sation programme.

In July, 2023, India’s Drugs 
Controller General of  India 
granted market authorisation 
to the Serum Institute of  India 
to manufacture indigenously-
developed India’s first Quadri-
valent HPV vaccination against 
cervical cancer.

The FM also announced that 
the Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana will 
be extended to ASHA workers 
and nearly 14 lakh Anganwadi 
workers and helpers. Under the 
scheme, up to `5 lakh coverage 
is offered to almost 10 crore of
India’s poorest families.

P O L I T I C A L

R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R  @ New Delhi

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday hailed the 
Interim Budget as a ‘guarantee’ 
for strengthening the founda-
tion of  ‘Viksit Bharat’ (devel-
oped India) envisioned to be ac-
complished by 2047.

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah also welcomed the inter-
im Budget as the one that draws 
the roadmap to achieving 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s vision of  a developed 
Bharat by 2047.

Soon after Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharamaman pre-
sented the interim Budget in 
Parliament, PM Modi said the 
“Budget is not merely an inter-
im budget but an inclusive and 
innovative one.”

Describing the interim Budg-
et as a “guarantee,” PM Modi 
said, “The Viksit Bharat budget 
is a guarantee to strengthening 
the foundation of  a developed 
nation. This Budget carries the 
confidence of  continuity.”

He also remarked that the 
Budget is a reflection of  the as-
pirations of  Young India high-
lighting two significant deci-
sions taken in the Budget. “A 
fund of  `1 lakh crore has been 
announced for research and in-
novation, and the tax exemp-

tions for startups has been ex-
tended in the budget. These two 
are of  great significance,” the 
PM said, adding that the total 
expenditure has seen a historic 
increase to `11,11,111 crore in 
this budget, keeping the fiscal 
deficit under control.

Hailing the budget as more 
development-oriented than 

anything else, the PM said the 
announcement to manufac-
ture 40,000 modern bogies of  
Vande Bharat standards and 
install them in general passen-
ger trains that will further 
heighten the comfort of  travel 
experiences of  crores of  pas-
sengers on different rail routes 
of  the country.

He said a big goal has been 
set to achieve it and then set a 
bigger goal for everyone.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s efforts for the welfare of  
the poor and middle class, Modi 
said that about the construc-
tion of  over 4 crore more hous-
es is to be done.

Emphasizing the empower-
ment of  women, Modi said, 
“Our goal was to make 2 crore 
lakhpatis among women. Now 
this goal has been increased to 
3 crore ‘lakhpatis.” 

The Prime Minister lauded 
the efforts of  Ayushman Bharat 
Yojna being extended to Angan-
wadi and ASHA workers. Home 
Minister Amit Shah said that 
the budget draws a roadmap to 
achieve PM Modi’s Vikshit-
Bharat vision. 

“My gratitude to Modiji for 
leading the nation through this 
journey of  excellence and to fi-
nance minister Nirmala Sith-
araman for the insightful budg-
et speech,” Shah said. 

He said that inspired by Mo-
di’s vision of  Aatmnirbhar 
Bharat, the Budget has encour-
aged aatmnirbharta (self-reli-
ance) in oilseeds. “Our govern-
ment is providing financial 
assistance to 11.8 crore farmers 
through crop insurance. Our 
farmers will become financial-
ly strong and prosperous by im-
portant decisions taken in the 
budget,” the minister said. 

P O L I T I C A L 

P R E E T H A  N A I R  @ New Delhi

OPPOSITION leaders on 
Thursday slammed Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man’s Interim Budget for 
“lacking vision, accountabili-
t y  a n d  b e i n g  h i g h  o n 
rhetoric”.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge said that ever 
since the Modi government 
came to power, it has only 
shown big dreams to people 
without any intention to fulfill 
them. Kharge also posed a se-
ries of  questions asking how 
many of  the promises made by 
the government in the last 10 
years have been fulfilled.

The Congress chief  also said 
that there was no mention of  
providing 2 crore jobs annu-
ally, doubling farmers’ income, 
concrete houses for all by 2022, 
and 100 smart cities. Referring 
to the low spending on educa-
tion, Kharge sought to know 
why it fell to 3.2% from 4.55 % 
allotted in 2014.

“How did the agricultural 
growth rate, which was 4.6% 
in 2014 plunge to 1.8% this 
year and why are 31 farmers 
forced to commit suicide every 
day?” he asked, adding that 
the share of  SC, ST, OBC and 
minority welfare allocations 
are falling continuously “I 

would like to ask why is the 
defense spending and health-
care spending declining?”

Countering the FM’s claims 
that the income of  the com-
mon people has increased, 
Kharge said the wages in ru-
ral India have decreased in the 
last five years.

“Why did the average GDP 
Growth rate of  the country, 
which was 8% during the Con-
gress-led UPA regime, decline 
to just 5.6% under the Modi 
government?” he asked.

Echoing the view, former 
union minister and Congress 
veteran P Chidambaram said 
that the fundamental flaw in 
the NDA’s approach to the 
economy and governance is 
that it is biased in favour of  
the rich.

“It is a government of  the 
rich, by the rich and for the 
rich. The government is either 
ignorant or callous to the fact 
that the top 10% owns 60% of  
the nation’s wealth and earns 
57% of  the national income 
and that income inequality 
has widened significantly in 
the past 10 years,” he said.

“The FM spoke about youth. 
She did not speak about unem-
ployment. According to the 
PLFS (July 2022-June 2023) 
and the State of  Working India 
Report, 2023, the unemploy-
ment rate among youth be-
tween the age of  15-29 years is 
10%,” said Chidambaram.

S C H E M E S 

P R E E T H A  N A I R  @ New Delhi

IN the interim Budget present-
ed by Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitaraman, rural job 
scheme Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment Guar-
antee Scheme (MGNREGS) for 

the financial year 2024-25, has 
pegged at a higher budgetary 
allocation of  ̀ 86,000 crore com-
pared to the previous year’s al-
location of  `60,000 crore.

But in actual terms, activists 
point out that the interim budg-
et offers no gain for the flagship 
scheme as the current outlay is 
the same as the revised esti-
mates for FY 2024. Though the 

Budget of  FY24 had proposed 
an allocation for NREGA at 
`60,000 crore, later it was re-
vised to `80, 000 crore.

Sitaraman said that MGN-
REGA distribution is not deter-
mined by trends. It is deter-
mined by the demand from the 
ground. “NREGA allocation is 
done based on the demand com-
ing from the ground.  More 

than me commenting on it, the 
CAG has commented on the 
way the scheme is being oper-
ated on how some states where 
claims have reached a stage 
where it needs to be verified. It 
raised questions critical to the 
spirit of  the scheme,” she said, 
adding, “The CAG has high-
lighted the areas in which cer-
tain governments need to make 

course corrections.” 
The Centre has stopped fund-

ing the rural scheme in West 
Bengal since March 9, 2022, al-
leging corruption in the imple-
mentation process. The state is 
on a warpath demanding the 
payment of  its dues.

According to West Bengal 
government’s figures, the Cen-
tre owes `6,900 crore under the 

MGNREGA to the state. Activ-
ists and some opposition rules 
states alleges that “delayed” 
payments, “budget cuts” by the 
Centre, and “haphazard” intro-
duction of  new techniques like 
the Aadhaar Based Payment 
System and National Mobile 
Monitoring Service are “de-
stroying” the scheme, which is
a life line for the rural poor.

The Budget sheds 
light on the mile-
stones achieved 

by this govt in its 
journey to make 

Bharat the 
foremost nation

Amit Shah,  
Home Minister

Interim Budget 
2024-25 will 

propel India’s 
rapid 

transformation 
into an economic 

superpower

Nitin Gadkari, 
Union Minister

The #Viksit-
Bharat Budget 

will provide long-
term interest-free 

loans for the 
development of 

iconic tourist 
centres

JP Nadda, BJP chief

Lot of issues not 
touched upon. 

You cannot talk of 
empowering the 

youth when 45% 
youth unemploy-

ment exists

Shashi Tharoor, 
Congress leader

Over `18 lakh 
crore is the 

unfunded extent 
of the Budget. 
This number is 

going to increase 
over next years

Manish Tewari, 
Congress leader

Loyalty shown to 
corporates by 

slashing corporate 
tax. Borrowings 

are at record high, 
people are 

suffering with 
high inflation  

D Raja, CPI leader

Not a word on 
funds to states. 

They are cheating 
federalism and 

committing finan-
cial terrorism with 

the states

Derek O’Brien,  
TMC leader

CENTRE’S DUES TO 
WEST BENGAL

The Centre has stopped funding 
the MGNREGA scheme in West 

Bengal since March 9, 2022, 
alleging corruption in the 
implementation process. 

According to West Bengal 
government’s figures, the Centre 

owes `6,900 crore under the 
MGNREGA to the state.

‘A REFLECTION OF YOUNG INDIA’S ASPIRATIONS’
 The Budget is a reflection of the aspirations of Young India. Two 

decisions are taken towards this: One, a fund of `1 lakh crore is 
announced for R&D; Two, tax exemption for start-ups extended

 The total expenditure has seen a historic increase to `11,11,111 
crore in this budget, keeping the fiscal deficit under control

 Forty thousand modern bogies will be manufactured for general 
passenger trains to heighten the comfort of travel for the passengers

`500 cr jump 
in school edu, 
60% cut for 
higher studies

Inclusive, innovative & guarantee for 
Viksit Bharat by 2047, says Modi

OPPN: NO VISION OR 
ACCOUNTABILITY

`80K cr earmarked for MNREGA, govt says ground situation sets demand
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SUBSIDIES 
LOWER BY 8% 

FERTILISERS FOOD PETROLEUM

2,5
1,3
39

ACTUALS 
FY23

2,7
2,8
02

ACTUALS 
FY23

6,8
17

ACTUALS 
FY23

1,75,100
1,88,894

1,64,000 Government subsidies on food and fertilisers have been pegged 
at `3.69 lakh crore for FY 2024-25, about 8 per cent lower than 

the estimated outgo in the current fiscal. Here’s a look

BE FY24 RE FY24 BE FY25

1,97,350
2,257
12,240

11,925

2,12,332

2,05,250
(*All figures in `crore; BE: Budget Estimates; RE: Revised Estimates)



Capex on 
infra raised 
by 11% to 
`11.1L crore

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

A R S H A D  K H A N  @ New Delhi

TO create employment oppor-
tunities and boost economic 
growth, finance minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman in her inter-
im budget speech on Thursday 
proposed to raise capital ex-
penditure (capex)— for the 
fourth straight year—by 11.1% 
to `11.1 lakh crore.

“Building on the massive tri-
pling of  the capital expendi-
ture outlay in the past 4 years 
resulting in huge multiplier 
impact on economic growth 
and employment creation, the 
outlay for the next year is be-
ing increased by 11.1% to ̀ 11.1 
lakh crore. This would be 3.4% 
of  the GDP,” said Sitharaman 
while presenting her sixth 
budget. 

Despite an 11.1% increase, 
the annual growth in capex al-
location for the upcoming fis-
cal is the slowest in the past 
few years. India’s capex for 
FY24 was kept at `10 lakh 
crore, a sharp jump from `7.3 
lakh crore in FY23. Between 
FY21 and FY22, the capex  
grew from 4.1 lakh crore to  
`5.9 lakh crore. 

The market was expecting a 
higher allocation given the 
country’s private sector has 
kept their spending curtailed. 

Experts said the 11% hike in 
allocation should be appreci-
ated as it is coming on a high 
base. The capex to GDP ratio is 
budgeted to increase to 3.4% in 
FY25 as against less than 2% 
in the years before the covid 
pandemic.

Rajani Sinha, Chief  Econo-
mist, CareEdge said, “Even 
while focusing on fiscal disci-
pline, the FM has continued 
with the mantra of  capex-led 
growth…There continues to 
be large focus on roads and 
railways as per the budget al-
location. Despite being an elec-
tion year, the government’s 
continued commitment to pro-
ductive capital expenditure, 
even at the expense of  revenue 
expenditure, is a welcome 
move. The overall subsidy out-
go has reduced in FY25, main-
ly due to reduction in fertilizer 
subsidy.”

Among key allocations, the 
ministry of  road transport and 
highways is allocated `2.78 
lakh crore while the ministry 
of  railways will be getting 
`2.55 lakh crore.  The FM said 
that the 50-year interest-free 
loan of  `1.3 lakh crore would 
continue to be available for 
states in FY25, as well as for 
their infrastructure and capex 
spends. 

The budget proposed imple-
mentation of  three major eco-
nomic railway corridor pro-
grammes: energy, mineral and 
cement corridors, port connec-
tivity corridors, and high-traf-
fic density corridors. The 
Budget has also proposed that 
40,000 normal rail bogies will 
be converted to the Vande 
Bharat standards. 

Sitharam said the expansion 
of  existing airports and the de-
velopment of  new ones will 
continue expeditiously. She 
added that expansion of  Metro 
Rail and NaMo Bharat will  
be supported in large cities  
focusing on transit-oriented 
development. 

P R E S S E R 

M O N I K A  Y A D A V  @ New Delhi

FINANCE minister Nirmala Sith-
arman on Thursday said the gov-
ernment is not only aligning with 
the fiscal consolidation but also 
bettering it. 

The FM was responding to me-
dia queries during post-budget 
press briefing.

 “Not only aligning with the fis-
cal consolidation road map that 
we gave earlier but bettering it,” 
she said while adding that it is the 
simple, straight forward message 
to rating agencies, who had said 
that they would consider revising 
India’s rating after budget.

The government has set the tar-
get of  achieving 4.5% fiscal deficit 
by FY26. The finance minister in 
her Budget speech said that the 
government will bring down the 
fiscal deficit to 5.1% in FY25.

Giving the details of  `1 lakh 
crore budget allocation for 50-year 
interest free loans for research 
and innovation, expenditure sec-
retary TV Somanathan said: 
“This will be provided to a finan-
cial institution to be identified, 
which will then finance or refi-
nance projects at long tenors and 
at concessional rates of  interest. 
Money has been provided in the 

budget to the Department of  Eco-
nomic Affairs (DEA) for multiple 
purposes including this one, so 
there is a provision for this in 
DEA, which covers many other 
things.”

“As announced in the budget 
speech, these are the sunrise sec-
tors…. clear identification of  
those sectors will be through a 
stakeholder process,” said Ajay 
S e t h ,  E c o n o m i c  A f f a i r s 
Secretary.

With regard to the launch of  the 
new housing scheme, Somanath-
an said the interest subvention 
could be one of  the features of  
this scheme but nothing has been 
finalised. “It is under discussion 

between the Department of  Fi-
nancial Services and the Housing 
and Urban Affairs Ministry. Mul-
tiple options are being considered 
on how to achieve the purpose 
that has been set out,” he said.

On the question of  waiving off  
petty tax demands, revenue Secre-
tary Sanjay Malhotra said there 
are a small number of demands 
which are pending with respect to 
income tax, wealth tax and gift 
tax. “The number in all is about 
2.68 crore (of) such demands. The 
total demand is very high at `35 
lakh crore, a lot of  it is in litiga-
tion. But many of  these demands 
-- about 2.1 crore out of  2.68 crore 
-- are valued less than `25,000,” 
said that revenue secretary.

He further said many of  these 
demands are very old, dating from 
1962 when income tax act was 
enacted.

On the India-Middle East-Eu-
rope Economic Corridor, the fi-
nance minister said, “It’s been an-
nounced and we are taking it 
forward. Yes, there is a significant 
disturbance in the Red Sea area 
and the Middle East. But this is a 
project that has long-term impli-
cations for the entire region, up to 
Europe, because it also includes 
Europe. So, yes, we will be taking 
this project forward. We will be 
consulting and taking it in all its 
contours.”

Small number of tax 
demands pending 
On the question on waiving off 
petty tax demands, revenue 
Secretary Sanjay Malhotra said 
that there are a small number of 
demands which are pending with 
respect to income tax, wealth 
tax and gift tax. In addition, with 
regard to the launch of the new 
housing scheme, Somanathan 
said that the interest subvention 
could be one of the features of 
this scheme but nothing has 
been finalized. 

I
T was expected to be a restricted vote on national  
accounts, but this interim budget, instead, surprised 
fixed income markets so much so that the yield of   
India’s benchmark 10-year government security fell  
by 9 bps. AAA rated 3-year corporate yields declined  

10-12 bps as well. 
Movements of  this magnitude in debt markets, without 

any shift in monetary policy outlook, is not very common. 
Government’s commitment to staying on course its finan-
cial consolidation roadmap was the key to positively sur-
prising market trends. Firstly, in FY24, not only did India 
manage to achieve the highest economic growth on the 
back of  heavy public capex, but it did so with extreme fis-
cal prudence. Fiscal deficit (% of  GDP) for FY24 is esti-
mated to be 5.8%, compared to a target of  5.9%. Conse-
quently, this can release ~Rs 30,000 crores of  additional 
liquidity for corporate borrowers. Secondly, the fiscal defi-

cit target for FY25 has been set at 
5.1%, compared to street estimates 
of  5.3%. 

This has enabled the Government 
to come up with a borrowing plan 
which is smaller than last year’s. 
Market borrowing of  the Govern-
ment could shrink 0.5% in FY25 
 (vs FY24).  

All of  these have been achieved 
through a conservative growth in ex-
penditure plan in FY25. Overall ex-
penditure of  the government is ex-
pected to be 6.1% more than in FY24. 

This grew 7.1% in FY24. Similarly, public capex has been 
estimated at `11.1 crore, 11% higher than FY24 (vs a 
growth of  37% in FY24).  

Slower growth in public capex at a time when funding 
needs for infrastructural projects are escalating, reflects 
the Government’s bet on a revival in private capex in 
FY25. It is a judicious decision to gradually lower public 
expenses to attain fiscal prudence. 

This strategy can serve two purposes -- crowding out of  
private borrowers will be lesser and sovereign rating 
agencies will take comfort from India’s commitment to-
wards lowering fiscal deficit, which may culminate into a 
rating upgrade from BBB- to BBB. 

However, these eventualities are contingent upon a re-
vival of  private capex, which itself  is dependent on declin-
ing borrowing costs and ebbing geopolitical volatilities. 
While the later is beyond our control, the former can be 
reasonably influenced by the RBI though a timely shift in 
its monetary policy outlook.  

Overall, the interim budget was as restrictive in its com-
munication as expected, and we should get more clarity 
on some of  the long-term developmental targets discussed 
today during the full budget sometime in Q2FY25.

INTERIM BUDGET 
SURPRISES FIXED 
INCOME MARKET

Debopam Chaudhuri  
Chief Economist  

at Piramal 
 Enterprises

3.4% 1.3 L CR
CAPEX-TO GDP-RATIO IN 

FY25 AS AGAINST LESS 
THAN 2% IN THE YEARS

50-YEAR INTEREST-FREE 
LOAN OF TO CONTINUE  
FOR STATES

Plans to forgo 
tax demands 
from 1960s 

A M N E S T Y

V A I T H E E S W A R A N  @ Chennai

FINANCE minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Thursday an-
nounced that the Union govern-
ment decided to withdraw 
small-ticket outstanding direct 
tax demands dating back from 
the 1960s. 

To improve ease of  living and 
ease of  business, the govern-
ment decided to withdraw out-
standing direct tax demands up 
to `25,000 till 2009-10 financial 
year and up to ̀ 10,000 for finan-
cial years 2010-11 to 2014-15, she 
said. This would benefit about a 
crore tax payers, she said with-
out mentioning the revenue im-
plications. This should help au-
thorities create more bandwidth 
and focus on matters involving 
considerable tax amounts. 

“There are a large number of  
petty, non-verified, non-recon-
ciled or disputed direct tax de-
mands, many of  them dating as 
far back as the year 1962, which 
continue to remain on the 
books, causing anxiety to hon-
est tax payers and hindering 
refunds of  subsequent years,” 
she said.  Sandeep Jhunjhun-
wala, Partner at Nangia An-
dersen LLP, a business advisory 
firm said, “This move should 
reduce burden on taxpayers, 
fostering a more conducive en-
vironment for compliance and 
economic growth.” 

Gross tax revenue likely to grow at 11.5% to `38.3L crore in FY25

THE ANNUAL AFFAIR 
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman addresses the post-Budget press conference, in 

New Delhi on Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024  |  PARVEEN NEGI

R E A C T I O N S

Businesses place a 
high value on 
stability and 

predictability that 
was evident in this 
budget. The good 

news was the 
higher tax-to-GDP 

ratio, and which 
cements a strong 

foundation for 
fiscal flexibility

Anand Mahindra, Chairman 
of Mahindra & Mahindra

Her emphasis on 
research & 

innovation, bio 
manufacturing, 

robust infra augur 
well for India 

developments

Kiran Mazumdar-
Shaw, Biocon

Budget2024 is a 
Fighter that tames 

the Animal of 
recession; is a 
Gadar against 

poverty and 
friendly for Jawaan 

Harsh Goenka, 
Chairman, RPG Ent

  The interim 
budget has laid 

out an affirmative 
action of fiscal 

glide path 
towards 4.5% in 

FY26 

Dinesh Khara, 
Chairman, SBI

Standout feature 
of Interim Budget 

2024-25 was its 
adherence to 

fiscal discipline, 
Fiscal deficit cap 

at 5.1%

Mohit Malhotra, CEO, 
Dabur India
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FISCAL DEFICIT 
TARGET SET AT 5.1%

P U B L I C  F I N A N C E 

M O N I K A  Y A D A V  @ New Delhi

THE Centre has set a fiscal defi-
cit target of  5.1% for FY25, with 
gross borrowings at `14.13 lakh 
crore, finance minister Nirmala 
Sithar man announced on 
Thursday during her budget 
speech. 

The fiscal deficit 
target has been re-
duced based on the as-
sumption that there 
will be a surge in tax 
collection. 

The minister said 
that the current fiscal 
deficit is expected to 
end at 5.8%, surpass-
ing the budget esti-
mate of  5.9%. Sithara-
man reiterated the 
government’s com-
mitment to fiscal con-
solidation, targeting a 
fiscal deficit below 
4.5% by FY26. 

The fiscal deficit had surged 
from 3.8% of  the GDP in FY20 to 
9.5% in FY21 due to elevated de-
velopment and welfare-related 
spending during the Covid-19 
pandemic. To cover the fiscal 
deficit in 2024–25, gross market 
borrowings are expected to 
reach `14.13 lakh crore, a de-
crease from the estimated `15.4 
lakh crore in the current fiscal. 
The net borrowing for FY25 is 
projected at `11.75 lakh crore.

According to Ranen Banerjee, 
Partner and Leader Economic 
Advisory, PwC India, “The Gov-
ernment has walked the path of  
fiscal prudence, and it is heart-
ening to note that the fiscal defi-
cit target for FY24, pegged at 
5.8%, will be overachieved. The 
fiscal deficit being pegged at 
5.1% for FY25 is a positive move 
as it will help free up space for 
private borrowings as they pick 

pace during the year, 
besides helping in 
containing inflation-
ary pressures and 
supporting the bond 
markets. “

“The government 
has done better than 
what it had projected 
on the fiscal front, 
achieving a fiscal defi-
cit of  5.8 % of  GDP for 
FY24 as against the 
budgeted number of  
5.9% of  GDP,” said R 
D i n e s h ,  C I I 
President. 

“The consolidation 
for FY25 at 5.1% of  GDP is much 
higher than what was expected 
and is very assuring that India is 
on the path to achieving 4.5% fis-
cal deficit by FY26. In this global 
environment of  high uncertain-
ty, macroeconomic stability driv-
en by prudent fiscal management 
is of  essence for growth and the 
much-needed resilience. In spite 
of  the constrained canvas of  an 
interim budget, the budget pro-
posals have been substantive.”  

DEFICIT LIKELY 
AT 5.8% 

Budget current fiscal 
deficit is expected to 

end at 5.8%, 
surpassing the 

budget estimate of 
5.9%. Sitharaman 

reiterated the 
government’s 

commitment to 
fiscal consolidation, 

targeting a fiscal 
deficit below 4.5% 

by FY26

R E V E N U E 

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U 
@ New Delhi

THE government has estimated 
its total tax revenue to grow by 
11.5% to `38.3 lakh crore in 
FY25, up from the revised FY24 
estimate of  `34.37 lakh crore. 

The FY25 estimate is 14% high-
er than the FY24 budget esti-
mate of  `33.6 lakh crore.

The corporate tax collections 
are likely to be robust in FY25 
with collections increasing 13% 
to `10.4 lakh crore over the  
FY24 revised estimate of  `9.22 
lakh crore.

The income tax collections 
are also expected to see a large 

jump – `11.56 lakh crore, 13% 
higher than the revised FY24 
estimate of  `10.22 lakh. It must 
be noted the FY24 revised esti-
mate is 13.5% higher than the 
budget estimate of  `9 lakh 
crore. Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman in her Budget 
speech highlighted the govern-
ment’s efforts to deepen taxpay-
ers base. She said over the last 

ten years, the direct tax collec-
tions have more than trebled 
and the return filers swelled to 
2.4 times.

“In the last five years, our fo-
cus has been to improve tax-
payer services. The age-old ju-
risdiction-based assessment 
system was transformed with 
the introduction of  Faceless As-
sessment and Appeal, thereby 

imparting greater efficiency, 
transparency and accountabil-
ity. Introduction of  updated in-
come tax returns, a new Form 
26AS and prefilling of  tax re-
turns have 26 made filing of  tax 
returns simpler and easier. Av-
erage processing time of  re-
turns has been reduced from 93 
days in the year 2013-14 to a 
mere ten days this year, thereby 

making refunds faster,” she 
said in her speech. The robust-
ness in direct tax collection is 
also likely to be replicated in 
GST collection.

The government has provi-
sioned for an 11.6% growth in 
Central GST collections at Rs 
10.7 lakh crore in FY25, up from
`9.6 lakh crore revised estimate 
for FY24.

INCOME TAX TO 
WITNESS BIG JUMP
The income tax collections  

are also expected to see a large 
jump – `11.56 lakh crore,  

13% higher than the revised 
FY24 estimate of `10.22 lakh.  

It must be noted the FY24 
revised estimate is 13.5% higher 

than the budget estimate of  
`9 lakh crore 

FM says on track to meet 
fiscal consolidation road map

A V I A T I O N

NUMBER OF AIRPORTS 
HAVE BEEN DOUBLED 
TO 149: SITHARAMAN 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman said the aviation 
sector has been galvanised in the 
last 10 years. The number of 
airports have been doubled to 
149. Rollout of connectivity to 
tier-2 and tier-3 cities under the 
Udan scheme have been 
widespread. 517 udan routes are
carrying 1.3 crore passengers. Also, 
expansion of existing airports and 
development of new airports will 
continue expeditiously. 

 G S T

CGST AMENDMENT:  
ISD PROVISIONS  
MADE MANDATORY 
The Finance Bill 2024 has 
proposed amendments in the 
Central Goods and Services Tax 
Act, 2017 whereby the mechanism 
of Input Service Distributor (ISD) 
has been made mandatory. Now, 
any office of the taxpayer, which 
receives tax invoices for and on 
behalf of his other offices would
have to mandatorily obtain 
registration as an ISD and 
distribute the ITC in the manner 
to be prescribed. 

 O I L

GOVT TO PROVIDE 
CAPITAL SUPPORT OF 
`15,000 CR TO OMCS
The government will provide 
capital support of `15,000 crore 
to the oil marketing companies, 
which is almost half of the 
previous budget’s allocation. No 
budget has been allocated for 
refill of Indian Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve Limited 
(ISPRL) or an emergency fuel
store. Currently, India stores 5.33 
MMT or 36.92 million barrels of 
strategic crude oil, enough to 
provide 9.5 days of consumption.

 E N E R G Y

GOVT ANNOUNCES 
`11,925 CRORE FOR  
LPG SUBSIDY 
The government has announced 
`11,925.01 crore for the LPG 
subsidy in the Interim Budget 
2024. It will pay B1,500 crore to 
oil marketing companies (OMCs) 
for direct benefit transfer under 
the PAHAL Direct Benefit Transfer 
(DBT) scheme. The government 
has allocated B1,200 crore for
subsidizing the sale of natural  
gas under the administered price 
mechanism (APM) in North-
eastern states for FY25.
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PLI scheme: 
`6,200 crore 
allocation for 
electronics

I N C E N T I V E S

R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

THE government on Thurs-
day allocated ̀ 6,200 crore for 
t h e  p ro d u c t i o n - l i n ke d 
scheme (PLI) to promote 
electronics manufacturing 
in the country. 

According to the budget 
document of  FY2024-25, the 
finance ministry provi-
sioned `6,125 crore for large 
electronics and `75 crore for 
IT hardware. In the last budg-
et, 2023–24, the government 
allocated ̀ 4,559.88 crore. The 
PLI for electronic manufac-
turing is being funded more 
because, among the 14 PLI 
schemes, it is thought to be 
the most successful.

Electronics production in 
the country has grown about 
400% from `1,90,000 crore in 
2014 to `8,22,000 crore, and 
mobile phone production has 
grown from `18,900 crore to 
3,50,000 crore in FY22–23, 
thanks to the PLI scheme. 

Electronics has climbed to 
India’s 5th largest exporting 
commodity, with mobile 
phones contributing 50% of  
this export.

The government has allo-
cated `6,903 crore in the in-
terim budget 2023–24 to de-
velop the semiconductor and 
display manufacturing eco-
system in India. 

This follows the announce-
ment of  `76,000 crore in in-
centives in December 2021 to 
encourage companies to es-
tablish a semiconductor eco-
system in the country.

Experts have welcomed 
the move, with Satya Gupta, 
President of  the VLSI Socie-
ty of  India, expressing satis-
faction with the allocation. 
However, he suggests that 
given the  global interest in 
setting up semiconductor 
manufacturing in India, the 
allocation should have been 
nearly `10,000 crore.

“I’m very happy to see 
6,000 crore allocated in the 
current budget for semicon-
ductor and display manufac-
turing in  India. Although I 
feel that  with the number of  
proposals and the global in-
terest in setting up semicon-
ductor manufacturing in In-
dia, we will probably need 
about `10,000 crore of  allo-
cation for 2024–25. But I’m 
very happy that this alloca-
tion has been increased from 
`3,000 to `4,000 crore,” said 
Gupta.

The allocation includes 
`1,500 crore for the Modified 
Scheme for Setting up of  
Semiconductor Fabs in India 
and ̀ 4,203 crore for the Mod-
ified Scheme for setting up 
compound semiconductors/
silicon photonics/sensors 
fab/discrete semiconductors 
fab and semiconductor as-
sembly, testing, marking, 
and packaging (ATMP)/out-
sourced semiconductor as-
sembly and test facilities in 
the country. 

Additionally, `100 crore 
has been allocated for set-
ting up display factories in 
India, ̀ 200 crore for the mod-
ernisation of  the semicon-
ductor laboratory in Mohali, 
and ̀ 200 crore for the design-
linked incentive scheme.

Budget fails to cheer equity 
market, 10-yr bond yield falls 

S H A R E  M A R K E T

A R S H A D  K H A N  @ New Delhi

DOMESTIC equity market gave 
up the early gains of  the budget 
day (Thursday) and fell into the 
negative zone after Finance Min-
ister Niramala Sitharaman com-
pleted her interim budget speech 
for FY24-25.

After gyrating between green 
and red, the BSE Sensex at close 
was down 106.81 points or 0.15% 
at 71,645.30, and the Nifty was 
down 28.20 points or 0.13% at 
21,697.50. In the broader market, 
the BSE Midcap index fell 0.40% 
while the Smallcap index declined 
0.22%.

This is one of  the rarer times 
when the market has logged loss-
es on a budget day. Except in 2020, 
the BSE Sensex ended in the posi-
tive territory on the Budget days 
in 2023, 2022, 2021 and 2019. 

The foreign institutional inves-
tors (FIIs) continued with the out-
flow trend as they sold (net) equi-
ties worth `1,879.58 crore on 
Thursday, according to provisional 
NSE data. As per market experts, 
the muted response from investors 
came as the Budget was largely in 
line with expectations and there 
were no major soaps to boost buy-
ing at current valuations.

 “As anticipated, this vote-on-
account budget presented no ma-
jor surprises for equity markets,” 
said Pranav Haridasan, MD and 
CEO, Axis Securities. He added 
that the budget infused enthusi-
asm into the bond market and all 
interest rate sensitives with its 
announcements regarding fiscal 
p r u d e n c e  a n d  s u b s i d y 
reductions. 

Haridasan also said that cou-
pled with net borrowings of  Rs 
11.75 lakh crore, which is less than 
market expectations, the bond 
markets have much to rejoice. V K 
Vijayakumar, Chief  Investment 
Strategist at Geojit Financial 
Services, said that the fiscal defi-

cit numbers of  5.8% in the revised 
estimates for FY24 and 5.1% for 
FY25 are better than the most op-
timistic expectations.

“This is very good news for the 
economy and consequently for 
the market. The boost to housing 
is another important proposal 
from the market perspective since 
this will benefit industries like 
cement, steel and all construc-
tion-related segments,” added 
Vijayakumar.

Following the budget announce-
ment where the government de-
cided to go for lower than antici-
pated borrowing, India’s 10-year 
benchmark bond yield came 
down to 7.0370%, its lowest level 
in seven months.

Rajeev Radhakrishnan, CIO of  
Fixed Income, SBI Mutual Fund,  
said, “A faster than anticipated 
pace of  fiscal consolidation and 
gross borrowings being lower 
than market estimates have been 
the positive features of  the budg-
et from a bond market perspec-
tive. The cushion from the GST 
compensation cess has enabled 
the gross borrowings to be lower 
at `14.1 lakh crore.”

The government expects to get 
`1.23 lakh crore from the GST 
compensation fund in FY2024-25. 
A chunk of  this fund will be used 
t o  f o r  u p c o m i n g  b o n d 
redemption.

FIIs sell equities worth 
`1,879.58 cr post-Budget
The foreign institutional 
investors (FIIs) continued with 
the outflow trend as they sold 
(net) equities worth `1,879.58 
crore on Thursday, according to 
provisional NSE data. 
Aaccording to market experts, 
the muted response from 
investors came as the Budget 
was largely in line with 
expectations and there were no 
major soaps to boost buying at 
current valuations.

INFRA BOOSTER DOSE 
The government has increased the capex for 2024-25 by 11 percent to ` 11.11 lakh crore.

While this may be lower than the 15% increase, many from the industry were expecting, it is 
still significant and will spur infrastructure growth | EXPRESS

`1L CR CORPUS FOR 
PVT SECTOR R&D

R & D

V A I T H E E S W A R A N  B  @ Chennai

EVEN as the government an-
nounced plans to set up a corpus 
of  ̀ 1 lakh crore to finance private 
sector research to spur innova-
tion-led growth, the science and 
technology outlay for the major 
schemes have been under utilised 
in the current 2023-24 
fiscal (FY24), as per the 
revised estimates.

Finance minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Thursday said the 
corpus will provide 
long-term financing or 
refinancing with low 
or zero interest rates. 
The scheme would pro-
vide a 50-year interest-
free loan to corporates. 
“This will encourage 
the private sector to 
scale up research and
innovation significant-
ly in sunrise domains. 
We need to have programmes that 
combine the powers of  our youth 
and technology,” she said in the 
budget speech. 

The minister also announced a 
new scheme for strengthening 
deep-tech technologies working 
in the defence sector. It is aimed 
at speeding up the indigenisation 
drive in defence sector or ‘At-
manirbharta’. Since it being the 
interim budget, the capital out-
lay has not been made. 

These schemes address the 
criticism that India is relying too 
much on low-skilled, low-value 
manufacturing jobs without 
building the capabilities to de-
velop innovation and research-
led economic growth. 

However, outlay for major sci-
ence and innovation schemes are 
under utilised, as per the revised 
estimates of  FY24.

‘Science and Technology Insti-
tutional and Human 
Capacity Building’ 
scheme was allocated 
`1068 crore and revised 
estimates put the out-
lay nearly half  at `500 
crore. The estimates 
for the scheme in FY25 
is also lowered to `900 
crore. Only `200 crore 
of  the budgeted `500 
crore has been spent 
on ‘Innovation, Tech-
nology Development 
a n d  D e p l oy m e n t ’ 
scheme. For 2024-25, 
the scheme has been 
allocated `537 crore. 

‘Biotechnology Research and 
Development’ scheme’s revised 
estimates stood at `500 crore 
against the budgeted amount of  
`1345 crore, dropping over 60%. 
For the upcoming fiscal, the 
scheme’s outlay has been slashed 
to `1100 crore. National Mission 
on Interdisciplinary Cyber Phys-
ical Systems’ expenditure as per 
revised estimates stood at `435 
crore against budget estimates of  
`580 crore. 

A
S articulated by our Hon’ble Prime Minister in 
an address earlier this year, this absolutely cap-
tures the key sentiment of  this budget as well. We 
are living in an India that is brimming with hope 
and aspiration. With an enormous focus on em-

powering the future of  India, the Amrit Peedhi, this year’s 
budget is a clear pathway to our vision of  elevating India 
to the status of  a developed nation in the next couple of  
decades. Additionally, with a fast expanding middleclass 
and immense urbanization taking place across India, this 
budget also doubles down on realizing new India’s aspira-
tions and laying out the immense opportunities that we 
must seize immediately.

Empowering the Amrit Peedhi
Our biggest advantage today is undoubtedly our demo-
graphic dividend. With a population of  over 1.4 billion, In-
dia is one of  the youngest nations with a median age of  29 
years. This is an enormous opportu-
nity that will last till 2047. And it’s our 
duty as a nation to ensure that our 
youth is healthy and prosperous. Fos-
tering entrepreneurial aspirations, 43 
crore worth of  loans have been sanc-
tioned to the Indian youth under PM 
Mudra Yojana. The success of  the Na-
tional Education Policy along with in-
creased number of  higher education 
institutions is massive leap in the 
right direction in building a skilled 
generation. The government’s plans 
to set up more medical colleges fur-
ther enable the next generation to contribute significantly 
to their community and nation.

The health of  India’s population, especially its young de-
mographic, forms the foundation of  our quest for a Viksit 
Bharat. More than ever before, we need to put the spotlight 
on preventive healthcare measures and shift the focus from 
diseases management to early detection as a healthy popu-
lation will also lower the overall healthcare costs for the 
country.

Boosting women participation in the economy
Naari Shakti emerged as another prominent area of  focus 
that will continue to positively impact the economy for 
decades to come. From the integration of  various schemes 
under maternal and child health care into a comprehen-
sive program to ensuring broader coverage to all ASHA 
and Anganwadi workers, the measures mark a significant 
step forward, promoting synergy in implementation. In the 
past decade, enrollment share of  girls and women in STEM 
has grown to 43%, one of  the highest in the world. This is 
extremely promising and will contribute to higher produc-
tivity, increased innovation, efficiency and greater eco-
nomic output.

BUDGET 2024: 
STEPPING INTO 

INDIA’S GOLDEN ERA

Preetha Reddy 
Executive 

Vice Chairperson, 
Apollo Hospitals

H 1 lakh cr
GOVT EXPECTS TO RECEIVE 

DIVIDEND FROM RBI AND 
PSU BANKS IN FY25

10.5%
NOMINAL GDP GROWTH 
RATE IN FY25 COMAPRED 
TO 8.9% IN FY24

Tax benefits to 
Gift City units 
extended by a yr

S TA R T- U P S

U M A  K A N N A N  @ Bengaluru

FINANCE minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Thursday pro-
posed the extension of  tax ben-
efits to start-ups, and invest-
ments made by sovereign 
wealth funds have been now ex-
tended by one year till March 
31, 2025.

In her budget speech, the 
minister said, “Certain tax ben-
efits to start-ups and invest-
ments made by sovereign 
wealth or pension funds as also 
tax exemption on certain in-
come of  some IFSC units are 
expiring on 31.03.2024. To pro-
vide continuity in taxation, I 
propose to extend the date to 
31.03.2025.” For the first time in 
the 2017 Budget, the tax holiday 
scheme for start-ups was an-
nounced. The finance minister 
also said that PM Mudra Yojana 
has sanctioned 43 crore loans 
aggregating to `22.5 lakh crore 
for entrepreneurial aspirations 
of  the youth. “Besides that, 
Fund of  Funds, Start Up India, 
and Start Up Credit Guarantee 
schemes are assisting our 
youth,” she added.

The Fund of  Funds for Start-
ups Scheme was established in
June 2016 with a corpus of  
Rs 10,000 crore to provide much-
needed boost to the Indian start-
up ecosystem and enable access 
to domestic capital.

BENGALURU 
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02�02�2024

newindianexpress com 11

INTEREST 
FREE LOANS
Finance minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Thursday, in 

budget, said the 
corpus will provide 

long-term financing 
or refinancing with 
low or zero interest
rates. The financing 

scheme would 
provide a 50-year 
interest-free loan 

to corporates

300 units free solar electricity for 1 crore households announced
R E N E W A B L E S 

R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

THE government on Thursday 
allocated `10,000 crore for the 
rooftop solar and free electric-
ity scheme.

 Under the scheme, 1 crore 
households will receive free 

electricity up to 300 units every 
month. Finance minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman, presenting 
the interim budget 2024, said 
the move will save households 
between ̀ 15,000 and ̀ 18,000 per 
year, and also will allow them 
to sell surplus electricity to 
DISCOMs.

“Through rooftop solarisa-
tion, 1 crore households will be 

enabled to obtain up to 300 
units of  free electricity every 
month. This scheme follows 
the resolve of  the Prime Minis-
ter on the historic day of  the 
consecration of  Ram Mandir 
in Ayodhya,” said the finance 
minister.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had announced the 
scheme to install solar panels 

on 1 crore houses across the 
country as part of  the govern-
ment’s Pradhanmantri Suryo-
daya Yojana. State-run REC 
has been designated as the nod-
al agency for the Pradhan 
Mantri Suryodaya Yojana. 

Another major announce-
ment from the energy sector is 
providing viability gap fund-
ing (VGF) for an initial capac-

ity of  1 GW of  offshore wind 
power. Sitharaman said a VGF 
will be provided for harnessing 
offshore wind energy potential 
for an initial capacity of  one 
gigawatt. The government 
aims to install 500 GW of  in-
stalled capacity by 2030. As 
part of  this, the government 
aims to establish 10 GW of  off-
shore wind capacity by 2030. 

Currently, India’s onshore 
wind energy capacity stands 
at 44 GW.

To meet its net zero target, 
the minister announced phased 
mandatory blending of  com-
pressed biogas (CBG) with 
compressed natural gas (CNG) 
for transport and piped natural 
gas (PNG) for domestic purpos-
es will be mandated. 

TO SAVE HOUSEHOLDS 
`15,000-`18,000/YEAR  

Finance minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman, while presenting 
the interim budget 2024, said 

the move will save households 
between `15,000 and `18,000 

per year, and also will allow 
them to sell surplus electricity 

to distribution companies

Rise in average 
monthly gross 
GST collections

` LAKH
CRORE
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 94% of industry 
leaders view the 
transition to GST as
largely positive

 As per 80% of 
respondents, it
has led to supply 
chain optimisation

 Tax base of GST 
more than doubled 
this year

 States’ SGST 
revenue in post-GST 
period of 2017--23 
has achieved a 
buoyancy of 1.22
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I N V E S T M E N T

FDI INFLOWS 2014-23 AT 
$596 BILLION
The finance minister Nirmala 
Sithraman in her budget 
speech said that the foreign 
direct investment (FDI) inflow 
during 2014-23 was $596 billion 
marking a golden era. This is, 
according to the finance minister, 
twice the inflow during 2005-14.  
Sitharaman said that for 
encouraging sustained foreign 
investment, the government is 
negotiating bilateral investment 
treaties with our foreign partners, 
in the spirit of ‘first develop India’.

P S U  S A L E

DISINVESTMENT 
TARGET AT `50K CR
The government has set the 
disinvestment target of Rs 
50,000 crore for FY25 and 
trimmed down the target for 
FY24 to Rs 30,000 crore from the 
budgeted estimate of Rs 51,000 
crore. So far, in the current fiscal, 
the government has collected Rs 
12,504 crore through minority 
stake sales in 7 CPSEs. According 
to DIPAM Secretary Tuhin Kanta 
Pandey, the market capitalization 
of 61 listed CPSEs and 16 PSBs 
has touched Rs 58 lakh crore.

 T A X

RETURN FILERS UP 2.4 
TIMES SINCE 2014
Over the last decade, direct tax 
collections have more than 
tripled, and the number of return 
filers have increased 2.4 times. 
Efforts to enhance taxpayer 
services include the introduction 
of Faceless Assessment and 
Appeal, updated income tax 
returns, a new Form 26AS, and 
prefilling of tax returns. The 
average processing time for 
returns has been significantly 
reduced, resulting in faster 
refunds. 

 A U T O

FAME SUBSIDY FUND 
SLASHED BY 45%
In a setback for the country’s fast 
growing electric vehicle (EV) 
market, the government slashed 
the allocation for the FAME 
subsidy scheme by about 45% for 
the financial year 2024-2025. The 
allocation for the faster adoption 
and manufacturing of (hybrid 
and) electric vehicles (FAME) 
scheme has been kept at  Rs 
2,671.33 crore for the next fiscal 
as against Rs 4,807.4 crore 
allocated (revised) for the same 
scheme in FY24. 

R E A C T I O N S

I give Budget 
10/10. The budget 

focuses on growth, 
welfarism and 

fiscal restraint, 
while ensuring 
continuity on 
policies and 

taxation

Ashish K Chauhan, 
MD & CEO of NSE

Govt’s efforts to 
boost economy 

through structured 
policy reforms will 

accelerate 
development of 

our nation

Punit Goenka, MD & 
CEO, ZEE

Emphasis on 
boosting 

innovation via low/
no interest 50yr 
loan, expanding 

capex on infra are
strong points 

Kunal Bahl, 
co-founder, Snapdeal

  Increased 
spending on infra, 

increasing 
prosperity will 
boost both the 

housing and 
commercial realty 

segments

Nayan Raheja of 
Raheja Developers

We wish to convey 
our thanks to the 

Honorable 
Minister for 

unveiling the 6th 
budget

Rajesh K. Saraf, MD, 
Axiom Landbase



D A I R Y

PLAN TO INCREASE 
MILK PRODUCTION
The Budget proposed plans to 
increase milk and dairy 
production in the country.  
India is the largest milk 
producer in the world but the 
productivity is still low, it said.

F O R E S T S

TRIBAL MINISTRY 
BUDGET UP BY 70%    
The government allocated 
`13,000 crore to the Tribal 
Affairs Ministry in the interim 
Budge, a massive increase of 
70% from the allotment in 
the previous financial year.

G R E E N

AIM TO BOOST  
BIO-ECONOMY
Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said a 
scheme of bio-manufacturing 
and bio-foundry will be 
launched soon to provide 
environment-friendly 
measures such as 
biodegradable polymers.

E N V I R O N M E N T

J I T E N D R A  C H O U B E Y  @ New Delhi

THE interim Budget for the 
conservation of  the environ-
ment is short of  funds and ab-
sence of  new initiatives. Funds 
for the improvement of   
air quality as well as the con-
servation of  large animals like 
tigers and elephants have been 
reduced. Meanwhile, the Budg-
et’s major thrust is on the com-
mitment to achieve climate 
goals to reduce emissions by 
promoting solar power on a 
large scale.

The Budget estimate for the 
Ministry of  Environment, For-
est and Climate Change 
(MoEF&CC) is allocated 
`3,265.53 crore which is a mar-
ginal increment (1.05%) to the 
revised estimate. However, it is 
around 5% increase from last 
year’s Budget estimate.

There is a slight increase in 
allocations for statutory bod-
ies such as the Central pollu-
tion control boards and the 
Central Zoo Authority.

The funds for the flagship 
project of  conservation of  ti-
gers and elephant witnessed a 
decline. The current budget-
ary estimate for Project Tiger 
and Elephant is `290 crore 
which is ̀ 41 crore less than the 
previous year’s allocation.

This year’s Budget allocated 
a similar amount to the Sover-
eign Green Fund (`170 crore) 
and National Afforestation 
Programme (`170 crore) like 
last year. However, the revised 
estimate saw a significant re-
duction of  `120 crore each.

Among Centrally sponsored 
schemes, there was a decrease 
in the revised estimates for the 
‘Biodiversity Conservation’ & 
‘Conservation of  Aquatic Eco-
systems’ programmes com-
pared to the original alloca-
tions, indicating limited 
government expenditure.

Budgets for the National Bi-
odiversity Authority & the 
Commission for Air Quality 
Management (CAQM) have 
been cut, likely due to lower 
government expenditure as in-
dicated by the revised estimate 
for 2023-24. The revised esti-
mate shows only `13.1 cr for 
the CAQM out of  the allotted 
`17 cr in last year’s Budget.

Funding for autonomous in-
stitutions (excluding IIFM) 
has increased significantly, 
particularly for institutions 
like the GB Pant Himalayan 
Institute and The Indian Coun-
cil of  Forestry Research. 

Annadata: Focus on value addition in 
sector, increasing farmers’ income

H O U S I N G

P A R V E Z  S U L T A N  @ New Delhi

IN an apparent bid to woo the 
middle class ahead of  the gen-
eral elections, Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Thursday announced a 
scheme to help them buy or 
build their houses.

She further stated that the 
government had set the target 
of  two crore additional houses 
for the rural poor in the next 
five years under the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana–Gramin 
(PMAY-G). “Our Government 
will launch a scheme to help de-
serving sections of  the middle 
class living in rented houses, or 
slums, or chawls and unauthor-
ized colonies to buy or build 
their own houses,” said the 
minister while presenting a 
vote on account for 2024-25, also 
known as interim budget. 

In her speech, the FM also 

highlighted that the implemen-
tation of  the PMAY-G continued 
despite the disruptions caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Despite the challenges due 
to COVID, implementation of  
PM Awas Yojana (Grameen) 
continued and we are close to 
achieving the target of  three 
crore houses. Two crore  
more houses will be taken up in 
the next five years to meet the 
requirement

arising from increase in the 
number of  families,” Sithara-
man added. The PMAY-G was 
devised in line with the Govern-
ment’s commitment to provide 
‘Housing for All’ by 2022 in the 
rural areas with effect from 
April 2016. The scheme aims at 
providing a pucca house with 
basic amenities to all houseless 
households living in kutcha 
and dilapidated houses. The 
target was to construct 2.95 
crore pucca houses with basic 
amenities by March 2024.

According to the rural devel-

opment, more than 2.94 crore 
houses have already been sanc-
tioned to the beneficiaries by 
various states and union terri-
tories (UTs) and construction 
of  2.50 crore houses has also 
been completed by September.

The minister also stated that 
the Government in the last 10 
years had endeavoured to  
provide each a house, water, 
electricity, cooking gas and 
bank account as part of  the in-
clusive development.

“Our humane and inclusive 
approach to development is a 
marked and deliberate depar-
ture from the earlier approach 
of  ‘provisioning up-to-village 
level’ .  Development pro-
grammes, in the last ten years, 
have targeted each and every 
household and individual, 
through ‘housing for all’,  
‘har ghar jal’, electricity for all, 
cooking gas for all, bank  
accounts and financial services 
for all,  in record time,”  
Sitharaman said.

R A I LWAY S

R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R 
@ New Delhi

IN anticipation of  the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections, the Modi gov-
ernment is placing a significant 
emphasis on the development 
of  railway infrastructure, with 
a substantial increase in budget 
allocations. The government 
has earmarked a staggering  
`2.51 lakh crore for the Indian 
Railway (IR) in the fiscal year 
2024-25, signaling a robust  
commitment to modernising 
the railway system. 
   Notably, this allocation in-
cludes funding for three major 
economic railway corridor pro-
grams and the conversion of  
40,000 standard rail bogies to 
meet Vande Bharat standards. 
     Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman allocated 
`2.51 lakh crore for the finan-
cial year 2023-24 compared to 
`1.40 lakh crore in the last fis-
cal, an increase of  `1.03 lakh 
crore. She said the outlay for 
the railways is nine times the 
amount provided in 2013-2014. 
Railway Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw has praised the rail-
way budgetary allocation in 
Thursday’s interim budget, de-
scribing it as ‘unprecedented.’

These three economic corri-
dors encompass various sec-

tors, such as energy, minerals, 
cement, port connectivity, and 
high-traffic density routes. Ad-
ditionally, the budget’s approval 
extends to laying down approxi-
mately 40,000 kilometers of  new 
railway tracks, a crucial compo-
nent of  the broader infrastruc-
ture development plan. Fur-
thermore, during the upcoming 
fiscal year, 40,000 normal rail 
bogies will undergo conversion 
to Vande Bharat standards.

She emphasised the signifi-
cance of  these corridors. They 
are expected to alleviate conges-
tion on high-traffic routes, im-
prove passenger train opera-
tions, optimize logistical 
services, and reduce costs.  

These ambitious railway cor-
ridor projects align with the PM 
Gati Shakti initiative, which aims 
to promote multi-modal connec-
tivity.  She highlighted their po-
tential to accelerate GDP growth 
and reduce logistic costs. 

A G R I C U L T U R E

J I T E N D R A  C H O U B E Y  @ New Delhi

FINANCE Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman, while presenting 
the Interim Budget 2024-25, said 
on Thursday that efforts of  val-
ue addition in the agri sector 
and increasing farmers’ in-
come will be stepped up, add-
ing, 11.8 crore farmers –  
including marginal and small 
farmers – have been provided 
financial assistance under  
PM Kisan Yojana.

The Interim Budget 2024-25 
allocated `1,17,528.79 crore for 
the Ministry of  Agriculture 
that makes for about 2% of  the 
Union Budget -- slightly lower 
than the revised estimate for 
the year at `1,16,788 crore. The 
budget estimate for FY24 for 
the sector was `1,25,036 crore.

She said that Pradhan Mantri 
Kisan Sampada Yojana has ben-
efited 38 lakh farmers and gen-
erated 10 lakh jobs. Adding 
more, she said that PM Formal-
isation of  Micro Food Process-
ing Enterprises Yojana has as-
sisted 2.4 lakh SHGs and 60,000 
individuals with credit linkag-
es. She added that the Mini-
mum Support Prices for  
‘Annadata’ (farmers) increased 
periodically. She said the poor, 
women, youth, and farmers’ 
needs are the government’s  

priority areas.
The FM said that crop insur-

ance is given to 4 crore farmers 
under PM Fasal Bima Yojana 
and these are assisting farmers 
in producing food for the coun-
try and for the world. The allo-
cation for the Ministry of  Agri-
culture and Farmer’s Welfare 
stood at `1.27 lakh crore.

While reading out the Inter-
im Budget 2024-25, FM Sithara-
man said that efforts to in-
crease farmers’ income will be 
stepped up.

The advance GDP estimates 
show the sector’s growth decel-
erate from 4% in 2022-23 to 1.8% 
in the current fiscal. Even the 
Index of  Industrial Production 

(IIP) data for April-November 
revealed the output of  consum-
er durables decelerated to 0.6%, 
against 5.3% in the same period 
last year. Last year the Union 
government spent less on agri-
culture than what it was allo-
cated. The Central government 
spent over `4,000 crore less 
than what was allocated in its 
budgetary estimate.

Reacting to the move, farm-
ers rights activist and founder 
of  Rythu Swaraj Vedika Kiran 
Vissa said the Budget will fur-
ther increase farm distress.

“Instead of  doubling farm-
ers’ income, this government 
has achieved putting farmers’ 
debt at an all-time high by re-
ducing the budget along with 
lesser spending,” said Vissa.

In her budget speech Finance 
Minister Nirmala Seethara-
man underlined the impor-
tance of  PM-Kisan Samman 
Yojana in which direct finan-
cial assistance is provided to 
11.8 crore farmers, including 
marginal and small farmers 
and Crop insurance is given to 
4 crore farmers under PM Fasal 
Bima Yojana. The PM-KISAN 
provides cash support of  Rs 
6,000 as an increment.

However, the aggregate 
spending on the four key 
schemes related to the rural 
economy has witnessed a rise 
in allocation after dropping in 
the past two fiscal years. 

P A N E L  F O R M E D

K A V I T A  B A J E L I - D A T T  @ New Delhi

EXPRESSING concern over 
the rising population and de-
mographic changes posing 
challenges to the ‘Viksit 
Bharat’ goal, Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman on 
Thursday announced forma-
tion of  a high-powered com-
mittee, which will be mandat-
ed to “comprehensively” look 
into these challenges and give 
recommendations.

In her interim budget 
speech, Sitharaman proposed 
that a high power Committee 
will be formed to extensively 
consider the challenges of   
fast population growth and  
demographic changes.

The committee will be man-
dated to make recommenda-
tions for addressing these 
challenges comprehensively 
about the goal of  Viksit 
Bharat, she added.

According to the United Na-
tions, India is set to overtake 
China as the world’s most pop-
ulous country in April 2023. It 
predicted that by the end of  
April 2023, India’s population 
i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e a c h 
1,425,775,850 people, matching 
and then surpassing the popu-
lation of  mainland China.

The UN further said that 
China’s population peaked at 

1.426 billion in 2022 and start-
ed falling. Projections indicate 
that the size of  the Chinese 
population could drop below 1 
billion before the end of  the 
century. By contrast, India’s 
population is expected to con-
tinue growing for several dec-
ades, it said. Welcoming the 
announcement,  Poonam 
Mutreja, the Executive Direc-
tor of  the Population Founda-
tion of  India (PFI), told this 
newspaper, “We hope this com-
mittee will be driven by the 
rich demographic data India 
has and recognise that though 
India has surpassed China as 
the world most populous coun-
try, we have done well in sta-
bilising population growth.”

“The need of  the hour is to 
address the challenges and op-
portunities presented by the 
ongoing demographic changes 
in India. We must plan for in-
vesting in the 360 million 
young population and the in-
creasingly aging population’s 
needs,” she said.

However, Rajya Sabha CPM 
MP John Brittas told this 
n e w s p a p e r  t h a t  h e  i s  
“suspicious” about the an-
nouncement and will wait for 
the government to make its 
stand very clear about its in-
tentions and whether there is 
any intention to bring in any 
population control measures 
that target and tarnish the 
Muslim population.

T O U R I S M 

P A R V E Z  S U L T A N  @ New Delhi

THE Centre has planned to de-
velop iconic tourist centres es-
pecially islands to boost tour-
ism in collaboration with states 
by their marketing and brand-
ing at international level. 

Union finance minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Thursday 
said that the emphasis would 
be on port connectivity and 
sprucing up of  tourism infra-
structure and amenities on is-
lands including Lakshadweep.

She said that this would help 
in employment generation. “To 
address the emerging fervour 
for domestic tourism, projects 

for port connectivity, tourism 
infrastructure, and amenities 
will be taken up on our islands,” 
said Sitharaman.

The mention of  Lakshad-
weep is significant because PM 
Narendra Modi had exhorted 
people to explore the island af-
ter his recent visit. The PM’s 
call for development and en-
couraging domestic tourism in 

Lakshadweep drew disparag-
ing remarks against Modi from 
three Maldivian ministers. 

Sitharaman announced that 
the government will also intro-
duce a rating system for the 
tourism centres based on qual-
ity of  service and facilities  
offered by them.  

“States will be encouraged to 
take up comprehensive devel-

opment of  iconic tourist cen-
tres, branding and marketing 
them at global scale. A frame-
work for rating of  the centres 
based on quality of  facilities 
and services will be estab-
lished. Long-term interest free 
loans will be provided to States 
for financing such development 
on a matching basis,” the  
minister stated.

    Referring to successful execu-
tion of  G20 meetings at 60 plac-
es, the minister added that the 
event had presented diversity 
of  India to a global audience 
and our economic strength had 
made the country an attractive 
destination for business and 
conference tourism. “Our mid-
dle class also now aspires to 
travel and explore,” she added.

Focus on 
infrastructure will 

further boost 
growth in the 

housing sector. 
The common man 

will not have 
additional money

Boman R. Irani, 
CREDAI president

Expanding 
medical colleges 

within existing 
hospital 

addresses the 
shortage of 

professionals

Ashutosh 
Raghuvanshi, Fortis 

Healthcare MD

At the end of the 
day, there are lots 

of interventions 
on the agri side. 

There is stuff for 
aquaculture, 

dairy, for using 
the input costs. 

Sanjiv Puri, ITC 
Chairman

The Budget 
reiterates the 

commitment to 
strengthening the 

‘Annadata’ and 
backbone of our 

nation — our 
farmers. 

Balram Singh Yadav, 
Godrej Agrovet MD

A confident 
budget that 

focuses on the 
objective of 

ensuring that 
India becomes a 

USD 5 trillion 
economy by 2025

Ajay Singh,  
SpiceJet CMD

Emphasis on 
GYAN are 
laudable. 

Adequate funds 
needed in health 

and education  
for these groups

Poonam Muttreja, 
The Population 

Foundation of India

This is for the first 
time a govt has 

looked at the bio 
sector. In 2014, we 

were only a 
10-billion-dollar 

bio-economy

Jitendra Singh, 
Science & Technology 

Minister

COMPREHENSIVE 
DEVELOPMENT 

Nirmala Sitharaman said states 
will be encouraged to take up 

comprehensive development of 
iconic tourist centres, branding 
and marketing them at global 

scale. “A framework for rating of 
the centres based on quality of 

facilities and services will be 
established,” she said.

Emission cut 
put on fast 
track to meet 
climate goal

POPULATION & 
DEMOGRAPHY

On solid track with  
3 corridors, highest 

allocation of `2.5L cr 

Huge sops for middle class, 2 cr 
units for rural folks in 5 years

Big infra push to make Lakshadweep, other islands preferred destinations
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ALLOCATION TO 
MAJOR SCHEMES 

(IN `CRORE)
Government has  increased allocation 
for key welfare schemes in the Budget 

proposals. However, the  emphasis 
remains on green technologies such as 

solar power & green hydrogen 

MAHATMA GANDHI 
NATIONAL RURAL 
EMPLOYMENT  
GUARANTEE SCHEME

2023-24 BE
2023-24 BE
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00

2024-25 BE
2024-25 BE
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,0
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AYUSHMAN 
BHARAT 

PMJAY

7,200 4,645

4,970
 6,200 

7,500 PRODUCTION LINKED 
INCENTIVE SCHEME

SOLAR POWER (GRID)

NATIONAL GREEN 
HYDROGEN MISSION

2023-24 BE

2023-24 BE

2023-24 BE

2024-25 BE

2024-25 BE

MODIFIED 
PROGRAMME FOR 

DEVELOPMENT OF 
SEMICONDUCTORS 

AND DISPLAY 
MANUFACTURING 

ECOSYSTEM

2023-24 
BE

2024-25 
BE

3,000

6,903 

8,500

600297

IN THE LEAST 
POLLUTING MODE
�Railways allocation: `2.51  

lakh crore

�Three mega economic railway 
corridors -- mineral & cement, 
port connectivity, and high-
traffic density corridors

�Support for converting 40,000 
normal rail bogies as per the 
Vande Bharat standards

2024-25AGRICULTURE SHARE REDUCED FROM 
5.44% IN 2019-20 TO 3.08% IN

BUDGET ALLOCATION 
DEPARTMENTS BE 2023-24 RE 2023-24 BE 2024-25

Dept. of Agriculture Farmers welfare 1,15,532 1,16,789 1,17,529

Dept. Agriculture Research & Education 9,504 9,876 9,941

Dept. of Food and Public Distribution 2,05,514 2,21,925 2,13,019

2024-25 BE
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The last rites of CRPF jawan Pawan Bhadoria, who was 
martyred in a gun battle with Naxalites in neighbouring 

Chhattisgarh a couple of days ago, was held on Thursday 
with full honours in his native Kupavali village in MP. 

L A S T  R I T E S

BY SUICIDE, WIFE SAYS IT WAS 
DUE TO ANOTHER WOMANDEAD

1
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Ahmedabad 42 27
Bhopal 43 28
Jaipur 41 30
Amritsar 40 23
Chennai 39 30
Kolkata 36 26
Srinagar 18 08 

Mumbai 35 29    
Panaji 32 28
Patna 41 27
Lucknow 42 27
Port Blair 34 28
Imphal 23 18
Chandigarh 42 23

INDIA Max MaxMin Min

3 retired IPS officers eye 
Lok Sabha seats
With the upcoming Lok Sabha 
elections in 2024, there are a few 
officers in Haryana who want to test 
the political waters by taking a 
plunge into politics. There are 
indications that three retired IPS 
officers are eyeing Lok Sabha seats 
in Ambala, Sirsa, and Gurugram from 
different political parties. 
Additionally, there is speculation in 
the corridors of power that a serving 
senior police officer might also enter 
politics. Meanwhile, a few retired IAS 
officers who have recently joined 
political parties are aspiring to secure 
party tickets.

Hooda personally escorts 
MLA detained over attire
Some time ago, a high-profile 
incident unfolded in Panipat when 
Haryana Police detained Congress 
MLA Neeraj Sharma from NIT 
Faridabad at the PWD rest house to 
prevent him from attending Haryana 
Governor Bandaru Dattatreya’s ‘At 
Home’ program held at the IOCL 
refinery. Former CM Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda arrived at the rest house and 
personally escorted the MLA in his 
own vehicle. The police had initially 
detained Sharma due to his attire, 
wearing a shroud. Hooda had a 
conversation with SP Ajit Singh 
Shekhawat before taking the MLA 
with him. Some Congress leaders 
argued that he was rescued due to 
his father’s friendship with Hooda.

No public mention of 
Sidhu during Cong meet
During a series of meetings 
conducted by Punjab Congress 
workers in the Lok Sabha 
constituencies of Anandpur Sahib, 
Hoshiarpur, and Jalandhar, with the 
newly appointed Punjab affairs 
in-charge, Devender Yadav, most 
party leaders chose not to publicly 
mention the former state unit chief, 
Navjot Singh Sidhu. Instead, they 
voiced their concerns regarding 
issues of indiscipline, with Sidhu’s 
behavior being a significant concern. 
The leaders also highlighted the 
problem of indiscipline among senior 
members. Partap Singh Bajwa,
Congress leader said party suffered 
losses due to indiscipline. 

CHANDIGARH 
DIARY
H A R P R E E T  B A J W A
Our correspondent  

in Chandigarh

hsbajwa73@gmail.com

Asia’s oldest surviving amphitheatre 
‘Rang Ghar’ in Assam to get a facelift 

AAP dubs Chandigarh mayoral polls 
‘rigged’, moves SC for immediate stay

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Guwahati

THE Ahom era Rang Ghar in 
Assam will get a makeover.  
Chief  Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on Thursday performed 
the “bhoomi pujan” for a beau-
tification project of  the archi-
tectural heritage. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had laid the 
foundation stone for the project 
in April last year.

Built during the reign of  
Ahom ruler Swargadeo Rudra 
Singha in 1744, Rang Ghar is 
Asia’s oldest surviving amphi-
theatre and a symbol of  As-
sam’s cultural heritage. It 
stands tall near Sivasagar town 
in upper Assam.

It is a two-storey building, 
constructed specially for enjoy-
ment of  recreational/sports ac-
tivities by the royal families of  
the Ahom dynasty.

After performing the rituals, 
Sarma said he had sought the 
blessings of  ancestors as the 
government began the beautifi-
cation works to preserve this 
living monument for another 
1,000 years. He said Rang Ghar 
lies in the heart of  Assam’s cul-

ture and civilization. 
Stating that the 600-year-old 

Ahom rule was a glorious era 
in Assam’s history, he said the 
state’s architecture took a new 
form after Swargadeo Rudra 
Singha had established the cap-
ital at Rangpur.

“The Doul Pukhuri dug un-
der the stewardship of  Swar-
gadeo Rudra Singha added a 
new dimension to the glory of  
Rangpur. By constructing Rang 
Ghar, Swargadeo Rudra Singha 
added a new chapter not only to 
architecture but also the art, 
culture and sports of  Assam. 
Therefore, giving a new look to 

architectural beauty was the 
need of  the hour,” Sarma said.

He added that the govern-
ment took suggestions from 
public representatives and sen-
ior citizens in beautifying the 
architecture. 

He said the project entailed  
a financial outlay of  `140  
crore and it would be complet-
ed and dedicated to the people 
before 2026. 

The beautification plan in-
cludes building an encroach-
ment-free perimeter, an amphi-
theatre with seating capacity 
for 3,000 people and other 
amenities.

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY @ New Delhi

AAP councillor Kuldeep Ku-
mar who had reasoned “mal-
practice” in the Chandigarh 
mayoral elections for his defeat 
by the BJP nominee, on Thurs-
day knocked the doors of  the 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  f o r  a n  
immediate stay on the poll re-
sult and announcement of  
fresh elections.

It came a day after the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court re-
fused to grant the interim stay 
but sought a reply over the 
AAP’s plea from the Chandi-
garh administration, the pre-
siding office, the BJP candi-
date, the UT’s civic body and 
others within three weeks and 
fixed February 26 as the next 
date of  hearing. 

The BJP candidate Manoj 
Sonkar was announced as the 
winner of  the mayor post after 
securing 16 votes in the 35-mem-
ber municipal corporation 
House while Kuldeep Kumar, 
the joint candidate of  Congress-
AAP received 12 votes. Eight 
votes were declared “invalid” 
by Anil Masih, the presiding of-

ficer. The AAP had alleged tam-
pering with ballot papers and 
sought fresh polls under the su-
pervision of  a retired judge of  
the court. 

Moreover, AAP and BJP had 
accused the presiding officer of  
rigging the polls at the “behest 
of  the BJP”, a charge categori-
cally rejected by the poll officer 
and the saffron party.

The AAP councillor in its 
plea at the top court, has sought 
immediate stay on the election 
result. BJP vs INDIA bloc

When the mayor election re-
sult was announced, the Con-
gress and the AAP “created” a 

ruckus in the House and boy-
cotted the election to the posts 
of  senior deputy mayor and 
deputy mayor. At both posts, 
BJP candidates were declared 
winners. After the formation 
of  the Opposition’s INDIA bloc, 
the mayoral polls were seen as 
its first test with the BJP as 
AAP and Congress had nomi-
nated a joint candidate.

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal 
and AAP national convenor 
has accused the BJP of  “hooli-
ganism” and called the result 
day a “black day for democra-
cy”. AAP has been holding pro-
tests in Punjab since Tuesday.

A N U R A A G  S I N G H  @ Bhopal

MINISTERS of  state respond-
ing to queries of  MLAs and 
MPs pertaining to their depart-
ments in the absence of  senior 
cabinet ministers in union or 
state legislatures is nothing 
new. In BJP-ruled Madhya 
Pradesh, however, the chief  
minister Dr Mohan Yadav, has 
tasked junior ministers of  de-
partments not held by him and 
ministers of  state (independent 
charge) to respond to MLAs 
queries pertaining to the de-
partments headed by him.

In a move being seen as one 
aimed to further empower the 
ministers of  state and minis-
ters of  state (independent 
charge), the CM has written to 
the Assembly Speaker Naren-
dra Singh Tomar, authorizing 
seven first time ministers (min-
isters of  departments not head-
ed by him) to take care of  af-
f a irs  re lated  to  the  13 
departments headed by him 
during the Vidhan Sabha’s 
budget session starting on Feb-
ruary 7.

The seven junior ministers, 
include ex-CM Babulal Gaur’s 
daughter-in-law Krishna Gaur, 
Dharmendra Lodhi, Gautam 
Tetwal (all ministers of  state-

independent charge), Narendra 
Shivaji Patel, Pratima Bagri, 
Dilip Ahirwar and Radha Singh 
(all ministers of  state).

These seven junior ministers 
have been tasked with respond-
ing to queries and taking care 
of  other matters pertaining to 
departments held by the CM. 

Those 13 departments in-
clude general administration 
department, public relations 
department, Narmada Valley 
Development, law and legisla-
tive affairs, science and tech-
nology, home and jail depart-
ments, Pravasi Bhartiya and 
aviation departments, and pub-
lic services management de-
partments among others.

Informing about it to the 
Speaker in advance seems a 
clear cut move by the CM to em-
power and motivate the junior 
ministers.

Task cut out: 7 junior 
ministers told to reply to 
queries of 13 depts in MP P R A N A B  M O N D A L  @ Kolkata

HOURS after Trinamool Con-
gress supremo Mamata Baner-
jee branded the CPM as BJP’s 
prime agent and launched spo-
radic attacks on the Left party 
and the Congress during her 
districts visit, senior leaders of  
the state’s erstwhile ruling par-
ty joined the grand old party’s 
Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra on 
Thursday in Murshidabad.

CPM’s state secretary Mo-
hammad Selim and central 
committee member Sujan 
Chakrabarty and others joined 
Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi’s yatra in Mushidabad, giv-
ing a clear indication that the 
two allies of  the INDIA bloc are 
all set to share seats in West 
Bengal in the upcoming Lok 
Sabha elections.

However, Mamata, on Thurs-
day, continued slamming the 
CPM for joining the Congress 
to secure BJP’s electoral divi-
dend while addressing a gath-
ering in Nadia’s Shantipur.

“Bengal will show the path to 
uproot the BJP from the Cen-
tre. Our party will contest in 
the Lok Sabha polls alone. We 
wanted to share seats but the 
Congress did not respond. I 
agreed to give them two seats 
but they wanted more. The 
CPM joined hands with them to 
help the BJP,” said Mamata.

CPM’s red flags co-existed 
with Congress’ party flags dur-
ing Gandhi’s yatra event that 
marched along arterial roads 
in Behrampore, Mushidabad, a 
stronghold of  the grand old 
party.

Mamata also reminded the 
gathering about the alleged 
atrocities during the regime of  
the CPM in West Bengal.

“We have come here to ex-
press our solidarity. Our pres-
ence in Gandhi’s yatra event is 
an expression that we are in fa-
vour of  justice and against in-
justice,” said CPM’s Selim.

In the 2021 Assembly elec-
tions, the CPM and the Con-
gress formed alliance and con-
tested by sharing seats.

The yatra has covered 523 km 
across six West Bengal dis-
tricts, and is scheduled to enter 
Jharkhand on Friday. Taking a 
jibe at the alliance between the 
two parties, TMC spokesperson 
Kunal Ghosh said, “The Con-
gress has forgotten that it was 
the CPM that had branded Ra-
hul’s grandmother Indira Gan-
dhi a witch. In the graffiti, they 
also portrayed his father Rajiv 
Gandhi as a thief.”

Rahul Gandhi during the ‘Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra in Murshidabad |  PTI

BJP’s Manoj Sonkar after he won 
Chandigarh mayoral polls| PTI

 Ex-CM of Jharkhand says ‘arrest affects the polity of the country’  8 ministers of JD(U) BJP took oath on Jan 28

S U C H I T R A  K A LYA N  M O H A N T Y  @ New Delhi

THE SUPREME Court will on Friday 
hear former Jharkhand Chief  Minis-
ter Hemant Soren’s petition challeng-
ing his arrest by the ED in an alleged 
land scam case. Soren’s senior lawyers 
— Kapil Sibal and Dr Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi — mentioned the matter be-
fore an apex court’s bench, headed by 
the CJI DY Chandrachud, who agreed 
to hear the matter on Friday.

“We will list this case tomorrow,” the 
CJI said. Both the lawyer duo sought 
urgent hearing from the apex court. 

“Declare the arrest and consequent 
detention of  the Petitioner as unwar-
ranted, arbitrary, illegal and violative 
of  the fundamental right of  the Peti-
tioner guaranteed and protected under 
Article 21 of  the Constitution of   
India and direct the Respondent to 
forthwith set the Petitioner free,” the 
petition read.

Soren, who was arrested on Wednes-
day night in the money laundering 
case, has moved the top court challeng-
ing his arrest by the central agency. 

“This affects the polity of  the coun-
try. Can a man be arrested like this?” 
Sibal argued before the apex court and 
sought urgent hearing in the case. So-
licitor General (SG) Tushar Mehta, 
senior law officer appearing for the ED, 
pointed out that Soren’s arrest was 
challenged on Wednesday before the 

Jharkhand High Court.
Sibal replied and told the SC that 

they will be withdrawing their petition 
from the Jharkhand HC. JMM leader 
Soren was arrested after over seven 
hours of  questioning on money laun-
dering charges in an alleged land fraud 
case, official sources said. 

Just before his arrest, he stepped 
down as the chief  minister to Governor 
CP Radhakrishnan at the Raj Bhavan 
and was then taken to the ED office here. 
According to the sources, as the 48-year-
old Soren was “evasive” in his replies 
during his q uestioning, hence was tak-
en into custody under the Prevention of  
Money Laundering Act (PMLA).

During the second round of  ques-
tioning in the case, the agency put 
across 15 questions to Soren. The JMM 
leader was shown the typed statements 
he recorded with the agency and his 
signatures were sought on documents. 

R A M A S H A N K A R  @ Patna

THE allocation of  portfolios to newly 
inducted ministers of  the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment in Bihar has not been done even 
after four days of  taking the oath of  
office and secretary. Besides chief  min-
ister Nitish Kumar, eight ministers 
had taken oath at a function held at Ra-
jbhavan on January 28.

Highly placed sources said on Thurs-
day that meetings were held between 
leaders of  two major allies—BJP and 
JD(U) — over allocation of  portfolios 
to the ministers—three each from BJP 
and JD(U), one from Hindustani Awam 
Morcha (HAM) led by Jitan Ram Man-
jhi and one Independent. 

These ministers, however, were seen 
attending functions held by the state 
government. On Wednesday, they were 
present at a function organised by the 
state disaster management depart-
ment. Two deputy chief  ministers—
Samrat Choudhary and Navin Kumar 
Sinha—have been provided Z-plus se-
curity cover by the government.

Sources said that the portfolios will 
be distributed after cabinet expansion 
before the Budget session of  the state 
legislature on January 10, the day NDA  
government led by Nitish is to set to 
prove the vote of  trust on the floor of  
the assembly. “There is no point in al-
locating portfolios to the eight minis-

ters and then reallocating others after 
cabinet expansion,” a senior BJP func-
tionary said.

He said that the portfolios will be 
distributed in the first week of  Febru-
ary. The 2020 NDA government formu-
la will be adopted for distribution of  
departments to the ministers. Howev-
er, a source claimed that the portfolio 
allocation was delayed due to differ-
ences over allocation of  home depart-
ment, which Nitish wants to keep with 
him as earlier.

On the other hand, BJP wants to 
keep home department with it. Nitish 
has been holding the home department 
ever since he took over reins of  the 
state in 2005. “So, he will never allocate 
the home department to anyone else. 
Finance which was held by JD(U) in 
mahagathbandhan may be allocated to 
BJP. Similarly, health and education 
departments may be allocated to BJP.”

SC to hear Soren’s plea 
against ED arrest today

Who’ll get home? Nitish 
yet to allocate portfolios
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expansion
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Arrested on 
Wednesday

JMM leader and 
ex-CM Hemant 

Soren was 
arrested on 
Wednesday 

after more than 
seven hours  

of questioning 
on money 

laundering 
charges in an 
alleged land 

fraud case, 
official  

sources said.

Finance may 
go to BJP

Finance 
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which was held 
by JD(U) in 

grand alliance  
government, 

may be 
allocated to 
BJP, sources 

said. Similarly, 
health and 
education 

departments 
may go to the 

BJP too.

AAP protests
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal and AAP national 
convenor has accused the BJP of 
“hooliganism” and called the 
result day a “black day for 
democracy”. AAP has been 
holding protests in Punjab since 
Tuesday and had planned several 
in the national capital where 
Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann is 
stated to participate.

Dubbed as ‘BJP agent’, Bengal 
CPM leaders join Rahul yatra

Badal’s Punjab 
yatra begins 
from Attari

Work at Silkyara 
tunnel resumes 
after 3 months

H A R P R E E T  B A J W A  @ Chandigarh

TAKING a cue from Congress’ 
‘Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra’, Shi-
romani Akali Dal president Su-
khbir Singh Badal on Thursday 
launched ‘Punjab Bachao Yat-
ra’ from Indian-Pakistan inter-
national border at Attari in 
Amritsar, which will cover five 
parliamentary and 45 assembly 
constituencies this month.

While kicking off  yatra, 
Badal gave a clarion call for the 
re-opening of  the IB with Paki-
stan to facilitate trade between 
the two countries besides en-
hancement in compensation to 
farmers tilling land beyond the 
barbed wire fence in Indian ter-
ritory. Interacting with resi-
dents of  border villages, the 
former chief  minister said 
hundreds of  people had lost 
their livelihood due to the clo-
sure of  the Integrated Check 
Post (ICP) at Wagah and had 
not received compensation of  
Rs 12,000 per acre per annum 
for land across the barbed wire 
fence since two years. 

Interacting with youths at 
Chogawan along with Veer 
Singh Lopoke, Badal said, “We 
will expose all the falsehoods of  
AAP and its CM Mann during 
the yatra. We will prove that the 
party of outsiders and its CM 
controlled from Delhi, can nev-
er deliver justice to Punjabis”.

N A R E N D R A  S E T H I  @ Dehradun

THE ongoing construction of  
the Silkyara tunnel in Uttara-
khand’s Uttarkashi district, 
which suffered partial collapse 
due to a landslide on Diwali 
last year and trapped several 
workers for more than two 
weeks, has resumed under 
“strict restrictions”.

The 4.5 km-long-tunnel was 
being built to facilitate traffic 
on the Chardham yatra route.

Speaking to this newspaper, 
project manager Colonel Deep-
ak Patil said the work has re-
sumed gradually following the 
necessary permissions and will 
accelerate in the next 15 days.

“In sensitive areas, pipes are 
being installed as escape tun-
nels,” Colonel Patil said. 

According to the sources, 
workers will access the sensi-
tive area through an exit tun-
nel specifically made for safe 
evacuation. The shuttering of  
the central wall (separation 
wall) is underway from the tun-
nel entrance towards Silkyara, 
sources added. 

‘Wanted to share seats but Cong did not respond’
Mamata continued slamming the CPM for joining the Congress to secure 
BJP’s electoral dividend. “We wanted to share seats but the Congress did 
not respond. I agreed to give them two seats but they wanted more. The 
CPM joined hands with them to help the BJP,” said Mamata



BEFORE THE SOLE ARBITRATOR 
Sri.S.RAVEENDRAN, ADVOCATE, 

No.107, SR Complex, 3rd Street, 
Gopalapuram, Coimbatore - 641 018.

ARC No: 13/2023
Tricolour Financial Services Private Ltd,
Rep by its Senior Manager Mr.A.M.Kannan 
No.105, Ranga Vilas, New Dhamu 
Nagar, Coimbatore - 641 037.

-Petitioner
1. M/s.C.V.P.Agency, 
Represented by its Properitor 
Mr.Santhosh Naik, 4th Main, No.20 
Ground Floor, Ayyappa Reddy Thoja, 
LIC Colony Yeshwanthpura, Bengaluru, 
Karnataka-560 022.            -Respondent

M.Parthiban, Advocate
Coimbatore, Tamilnadu 

The above Petitioner has filed a claim 
Petition against you and the same 
is posted for your appearance on  
23.02.2024.Therefore you are hereby 
called upon to appear in person or through 
your Counsel on 23.02.2024 failing 
which the Tribunal will pass orders in 
your absence.

NOTICE TO RESPONDENT
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ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN’S Supreme Court has 
returned jailed former prime 
minister Imran Khan’s petition 
challenging the rejection of  his 
nomination papers for two Na-
tional Assembly seats in Punjab 
province for the February 8 polls, 
directing the removal of  defi-
ciencies in the petitions, accord-
ing to a media report on Thurs-
day. The nomination papers of  
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf  
(PTI) supremo were rejected last 
month for two National Assem-
bly constituencies in Lahore and 
Mianwali districts of  the prov-
ince on “moral grounds and be-

ing convicted in the Toshakhana 
(national treasury gifts) corrup-
tion case.”

In the Toshakhana corrup-
tion case, the jailed PTI 
founder was accused of  
retaining expensive 
state gifts they received 
during his tenure as Pa-
kistan’s premier. The 
71-year-old former-crick-
eter-turned-politician on 
Wednesday filed a petition, urg-
ing the SC to declare him eligi-
ble to contest the elections. Lat-
er in the day, the apex court 
offices returned Khan’s plea 
with a direction to remove the 
deficiencies in the petitions and 

resubmit them within a fort-
night, the Dawn newspaper 
reported. 

Returning the petitions, the 
court office said that “the case 
description was improper, the 
petitions lack mentioning of  ac-

tual controversies, chronol-
ogy of  litigations, find-
ings recorded by the 
forums and the ques-
tions requiring consid-
eration by the Supreme 

Court,” the report said. 
Khan’s petition contended 

that for a person to be disquali-
fied under Article 63 (1)(H), a 
moral crime must also be com-
mitted; the petition said that the 
conviction in the Toshakhana 
corruption case was not on  
moral grounds.  PTI

MORE HEAT ON IMRAN  
AFTER SC RETURNS PLEA
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US approves 31 MQ-9B 
drone sales to India
Y E S H I  S E L I  @ New Delhi

THE US has approved a sale 
of  31 MQ-9B remotely piloted 
aircraft (drone) and related 
equipment to India at a cost of  
$3.99 billion. The US Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency 
has delivered the required 
certification notifying the 
Congress of  this sale on 
Thursday.

“This proposed sale will 
support the foreign policy and 
national security objectives 
of  the United States by help-
ing to strengthen the US-India 
strategic relationship and to 
improve the security of  a ma-
jor defense partner, which 
continues to be an important 
force for political stability, 

peace, and economic progress 
in the Indo-Pacific and South 
Asia region,’’ the US State De-
partment said on Thursday.

The implementation of  this 
sale will not require the as-
signment of  any additional 
US Government or contractor 
representatives to India.

The sale will improve In-
dia’s capability to meet cur-
rent and future threats by en-
abling unmanned surveillance 
and reconnaissance patrols in 
sea lanes of  operation. India 
has demonstrated a commit-
ment to modernise its mili-
tary and will have no difficul-
ty absorbing these articles 
and services into its armed 
forces.

According to the US State 

Department, “The proposed 
sale of  this equipment and 
support will not alter the ba-
sic military balance in the 
region.’’

The order of  561 pieces of  
these drones and equipment 
by the Indian government  
includes MQ-9B SkyGuardian 
aircraft, 161 Embedded Global 
Positioning & Inertial Naviga-
tion Systems, 35 L3 Rio 
Grande Communications In-
telligence Sensor Suites, 170 
AGM-114R Hellfire missiles, 
16 M36E9 Hellfire Captive Air 
Training Missiles, 310 GBU-
39B/B Laser Small Diameter 
Bombs (LSDB) and 8 GBU-
39B/B LSDB Guided Test  
Ve h i c l e s  ( G T V s )  w i t h  
live fuses.

PTI chief approached court after nominations 
for two constituencies were rejected last month

BEER DROP
German beer sales dropped 4.5% last year, resuming a 
long-term downward trend, o�cial figures showed

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER 

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, KENDRAPARA-JAJPUR. 
AT-CHANOIKHOL, PO- SUNGUDA, JAJPUR -754296, Email-serw_kpd@yahoo.com

No. Tender Online RCK - 02 / 24          Letter No.:921    Date:-31.01.2024

e-Procurement NOTICE 
1. Name of the work  :  Tender for the Road/Building & Bridge works in the Dist.  

of Kendrapara-Jaj pur.
2. Class of Contractor :  As specified in the CoIumn-6 of the Annexure. 
3. Time for Completion :  As specified in the Column-7 of the Annexure. 
4. Detail Projects :  As per Annexure attached 
5. Other Details 

Procurement Officer
Bid 

Identifica-
tion No.

Availability of Tender 
on-line for bidding

Last Date & 
Time of seek-

ing tender 
clarification

Date & Time of opening 
of tender

From To Technical 
Bid

Financial 
Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction Engi-
neer, Rural Works Circle, 

Kendrapara-Jajpur

Tender 
Online RCK 

-02/24

09.02.2024 
At 11.00 

A.M

22.02.2024 
to 05.00 

P.M

21.02.2024  
up to 02.00 

P.M

23.02.2024 
At 11.30 

A.M

To be 
intimated 

later
Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersorissa.gov.in 
 Sd/- D.P. Karan, Chief Construction Engineer, 
 Rural Works Circle, Kendrapara-Jajpur OIPR-25129/11/0058/2324

O-2382

                  All the news. 
                 In just a click.  
  Log to www.newindianexpress.com
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IF YOU’RE GOING 
THROUGH HELL, KEEP 
GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL

NEVER COMPLAIN AND 
NEVER EXPLAIN

BENJAMIN DISRAELI

mæMsÚÁÚß ®ÚÃOÚlzæ

«ÚVÚÁÚÑÚºÛ OÛ¾ÚáÛ%Ä¾Úß, DsÚß¯
ÑÚMSæÀ: D«ÚÑÚ:¸2:ÒAÁé:mæ.®ÚÃ:2023-24 ¦«ÛMOÚ: 30-01-2024

2021-22«æÞ ÑÛÆ«Ú 15«æÞ ÔÚyOÛÑÚß A¾æàÞVÚ¥Ú GM.¯.Ò ÔÛVÚà «ÚVÚÁÚÑÚºÛ ¬©¾Úßt (ÈÚßÁÚß mæMsÚÁÚß) 
C Oæ×ÚW«Ú OÛÈÚßVÛÂVÚ×Ú«Úßò OæçVæà×ÚÙÄß @ÔÚ% VÚß~¡Væ¥ÛÁÚÂM¥Ú Standard Bid Document K.W.-3ÁÚ 
¬¾ÚßÈÚß ¬¶M¨Ú«æVÚØVæà×Ú®Úlßo (Èæç·éÑæçmé«ÚÆÇ @®éÅæàÞsé ÈÚáÛtÁÚßÈÚM}æ) e-procurement ÈÚßàÄOÚ 
mæMsÚÁÚßVÚ×Ú«Úßò AÔÛÊ¬ÑÚÅÛW¥æ. Ôæ_`«Ú ÉÈÚÁÚVÚ×Ú«Úßò OÚ^æÞÂ ÈæÞ×æ¾ÚßÆÇ ÑÚM¶M©Ò¥ÚÈÚÂM¥Ú ÈÚß}Úß¡ Èæ·éÑæçmé 
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in ¬M¥Ú ®Úsæ¥ÚßOæà×ÚÙ¶ÔÚß¥Úß.
1) }ÚßM¸¥Ú mæMsÚÁÚßVÚ×Ú«Úßò ÒÊÞOÚÂÑÚßÈÚ Oæà«æ¾Úß ¦«ÛMOÚ: 08-02-2024 ®ÚãÈÛ%ÔÚò 11.00 VÚMmæVæ.
2) ÒÊÞOÚÂÑÚÅÛ¥Ú mæMsÚÁÚßVÚ×Ú«Úßò }æÁæ¾ÚßßÈÚ ¦«ÛMOÚ: 09-02-2024 ®ÚãÈÛ%ÔÚò 11.02 VÚMmæVæ.
3) A£%OÚ ¸sÚßu }æÁæ¾ÚßßÈÚ ¦«ÛMOÚ @ÔÚ% ¸sÚßu¥ÛÁÚÂVæ ®ÚÃ}æÀÞOÚ ~ØÑÚÅÛVÚßÈÚâ¥Úß.

Ôæ_`«Ú ÉÈÚÁÚVÚ×Ú«Úßò B-®æãÃOÚàÀÁéÈæßMmé https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in ¬M¥Ú mæMsÚÁÚß 
¥ÛRÅÛ~VÚ×Ú«Úßò sè«éÅæàÞsé ÈÚáÛtOæà×ÚÙ¶ÔÚß¥ÛW¥æ ÔÛVÚà B¥ÚOæQ ÑÚM¶M¨Ú®Úlo Ôæ_`«Ú ÈÚáÛÕ~VÚ×Ú«Úßò 
OÚaæÞÂ ÈæÞ×æ¾ÚßÆÇ ÑÚM¶M¨Ú®ÚloÈÚÂM¥Ú ®Úsæ¥ÚßOæà×ÚÙ¶ÔÚß¥Úß.

ÑÚÕ/-  ®èÁÛ¾ÚßßOÚ¡ÁÚß,
DsÚß¯ «ÚVÚÁÚÑÚºæ

OÚÃ
ÑÚM

OÛÈÚßVÛÂVÚ×Ú ÉÈÚÁÚ @M¥Ûdß 
Èæà}Ú¡ (ÁÚà. 
ÄOÚÐVÚ×ÚÆÇ)

B.GM.t. mÛÃ«éÓOÚÐ«é 
²Þ

OÛÈÚßVÛÂ 
®Úã~%Væà  

ØÑÚßÈÚ @ÈÚ©
1 Ëæno·ælßo ÈÛt%«Ú ÔæVÚ% ¥ÚßVÛ% 

®ÚÁÚÈæßÞËÚÊÂ ¥æÞÈÚÑÛ¤«Ú ÕM¶¦ 
BÁÚßÈÚ OæÁæ @»ÈÚä¦ª OÛÈÚßVÛÂ 
DMA/2023-24/OW/WORK_

INDENT13757.

84,90000.00 127350.00 B- 
®æãÞl%Åé 

«ÚM}æ

3 ~MVÚ×Úß
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(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001) 
Corporate Identity Number : U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website : www.pspcl.in

Mobile No. 96461-55525
Shorty Term E-Tender Enq.No. 7516/P-3/EMP-12555 Dated 30.01.24
Dy.Chief Engineer / Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP, Roopnagar 
invites E-Tender ID No. 2024_POWER_116616_1 for Procurement of M.S.Pipe 
of size 200 NB, 250 NB & 300NB installed at dry fly ash handling system 
GGSSTP, Rupnagar. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to 
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 01.02.24 / 1.00 PM onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

106/RTP-16/24-2/1/2024 
76155/12/2658/2023/31959
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V A I T H E E S W A R A N  B  @ Chennai 

W
HEN worries over ar-
tificial intelligence 
(AI) tools taking over 
jobs peaked last year, 
the assumption was 
that it would first dis-
rupt the simple, re-

petitive tasks done by humans 
and then move to higher-level 
jobs that involve a high degree of  
creativity, dexterity, and com-
plexity. However, one year down 
the line, the opposite seems to 
have played out globally with un-
likely casualties – creative art-
ists, musicians, and actors.

Oscar-winning composer A R 
Rahman recently used AI soft-
ware to recreate the voices of  
late singers Tamil playback sing-
ers - Bamba Bakya and Shahul 
Hameed,  marking a paradigm 
shift in the use of  technology in 
music production in India. In his 
latest album ‘Lal Salam’, Rah-
man ‘brought back’ the voice of  
the two popular playback singers 
of  yesteryears. 

The experiment stirred heated 
discussions, ranging from awe to 
criticism to concern. In a chat 

with TNIE, Rahman dispelled 
the notion that AI will kill cre-
ativity. According to the legen-
dary music composer, AI is just 
a tool and that it cannot replace 
human creativity. 

Explaining the rationale for 
recreating the voices of  the late 
singers, Rahman said the al-
bum demanded the voices. “I 

thought why not bring them 
back since we have the tech-
nology now. Some people 
texted me saying it made 
them emotional. It made 

some listeners nostalgic,” he 
said.  The process involved the 

AI model learning the singers’ 
voice with a dry voice recording 
and mimicking the version sung 
by a source singer. 

“It learns multiple songs. 
(Also), we had to find a singer 
better suited for the AI model to 
replicate,” Rahman said. 

The AI voice cloning was done 
by Pitch Innovation, a Chennai-
based music software company 
which uses voice models from 
studio recordings.

Rahman stressed that they 
used the technology in a fair and 
ethical manner. “It is important 
to check with the family. Is the 
song and lyrics okay? Do they 
agree with the lyrics?” he said, 
adding that the families gave 
their consent. They were also 
given compensation. 

Responding to a question about 
fears of  job losses, he said: 
“There is no need to feel threat-
ened by this technology.” He add-
ed: “AI has been there for a long 
time. Even the auto-tune has AI. 
It is just a tool. Now everybody 
talks about AI. It doesn’t do any-
thing on its own. It doesn’t alter 
the tune; it just changes the voice 
textures of  the source singer and 
alters the timbre.”

Rahman feels there is a lot of  
room for improvement as AI 
voice models are only about 60% 
correct. “We should do it when it 
is really right,” he said, adding 
that generative AI is fantastic in 
producing visual art. 

On the creative aspects of  AI-
backed art, he said the human 
element in music production is 
important and that’s what makes 
creativity amazing. “I don’t think 
that will go away,” he said.  

Referring to the times of  Nap-
ster and LimeWire, he said it was 
a chaotic period that saw all the 

IS JUST 
A TOOL
CREATIVITY IS 
HERE TO STAY

legit stuff  was pirated. Napster, 
which served as a platform for shar-
ing copyrighted music, gained prom-
inence in the 2000s and eventually led 
to the birth of  iTunes and iPods.

AI is accessible to anyone and its 
use in the music industry has been 
democratized. Rahman said his at-
tempt was to take a lead and find 
some clarity. On the long-running de-
bate of  copyrights in AI training, he 
feels it is necessary to get permission 
from the creators – composers and 
producers. “You cannot steal from 
somebody. That is unethical. You 
need permission,” he said.
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ITALY’S DATA PROTECTION AUTHORITY

ChatGPT 
breaches 

privacy rules
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi

I
F you are a ChatGPT user, this 
is not good news for you. Ac-
cording to a news report, 
OpenAI’s artificial intelligence-
powered chatbot collected data 
from users, which was then 

used to train the algorithm. An in-
quiry by Italy’s Data Protection 
Authority (DPA) found data pri-
vacy violations pertaining to col-
lecting personal data and age 
protections. 

The regulatory body, in a state-
ment, said the available evidence 
pointed to the existence of  breach-
es of  the provisions contained in 
the EU GDPR (General Data Pro-
tection Regulation). These are re-
lated to the mass collection of  us-
ers’ data, which is then used to 
train the algorithm. The DPA is 
also concerned that younger users 
may be exposed to inappropriate 
content generated by the chatbot. 

DPA launched a “fact-finding 
activity” at the time, which has 
now found data privacy violations. 
OpenAI has 30 days to respond 
with its defence. An OpenAI 
spokesperson said it would con-
tinue talks with the regulator. 

In March 2023, Italy blocked the 
product citing privacy concerns, 
becoming the first Western coun-
try to do so. However, it was rein-
stated four weeks later, after stat-
ing it had successfully addressed 
or clarified the issues raised by 
the DPA.
How does ChatGPT work?
The startup OpenAI created the 
chatbot ChatGPT. It has human-
like abilities to write poetry, plays, 
essays, and computer code. It even 
has the ability to communicate 
and own up to er-
rors. GPT stands for 
Generative Pre-
T rained T rans-
former. This im-
plies that it uses 
information gath-
ered from the in-
ternet to deter-
mine what to 
say. It then 
makes use of  
this entire 
text to “gen-
erate” an-
swers .

  

“It is important 
to check with the 

family. Is the 
song and lyrics 
okay? Do they 
agree with the 

lyrics?”

S
ince 2017, the GST system 
has undergone significant 
maturation and adapta-
tion, aligning itself  seam-
lessly with global best 
practices and leveraging 

cutting-edge technological ad-
vancements to optimize opera-
tional efficiencies.

Real-time ERP Integration 
with GSTN
In recent years, the integration 
of  Enterprise Resource Plan-
ning (ERP) systems with the 
Goods and Services Tax Network 
(GSTN) has emerged as a critical 
technological advancement for 
businesses operating in coun-
tries with GST regimes. This in-
tegration facilitates real-time 
data exchange between a com-
pany’s ERP system and the 
GSTN, offering a multitude of  
features and benefits that signif-
icantly streamline tax compli-
ance, financial management, 
and operational efficiency. 

The challenges of  integrating 
an ERP system with the GSTN 
include the complexity of  GST 
regulations and frequent chang-
es and potential compatibility 
problems between ERP and 
GSTN infrastructure. Address-
ing these challenges requires 
careful planning, expert guid-
ance, ongoing regulatory aware-
ness, and investment in training 
and chang e mana g ement 
efforts.

It is anticipated that within 
the next few years, GSTN may 
introduce an optional utility that 
enables large businesses to pro-
vide real-time data uploads to 
the GSTN platform.

Automated notices and 
chatbot-driven hearings
Chatbots have a rich history that 
spans several decades. They be-
gan as rudimentary text-based 
programs and have evolved into 
sophisticated AI-driven conver-
sational agents. OpenAI’s GPT-3 

represents a significant leap in 
chatbot technology, capable of  
generating human-like text and 
powering highly advanced vir-
tual assistants.

GSTN has implemented GST 
Interactive Technical Assistant 
(GITA), functioning as a Chatbot 
for Query Handling. In FY2022-
23 GITA has adeptly addressed 
5.35 lakh queries, attaining an 
accuracy rate of  92%.

On the global front, the Inter-
nal Revenue Service has imple-
mented chatbots to assist taxpay-
ers in finding information, 
answering common questions, 
and guiding them through the 
tax filing process. Implementa-
tion of  chatbots in tax adminis-
tration is limited to information 
retrieval and compliance sup-
port. But in the next decade, the 
p r o g r e s s  w o u l d  b e 
astronomical.

India would be at the forefront 
to lead the tech driver change, 
where chatbot automation will 
extend to the initiation of  SCN 
and the orchestration of  hear-
ings, facilitated by chatbot-driv-
en mechanisms.

A FUTURISTIC VISION 
FOR THE NEXT DECADE

GST      GSTN and 

RAJAT MOHAN
I N T E R V I E W

Executive director, Moore Singhi

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru  

G
enerative AI and other 
technological advance-
ments are transforming 
the education sector as 
they help in enhancing 
personalised learning. 

According to a recent Team-
Lease EdTech report, over 60% 
of  educators are active users of  
AI tools. However, there are key 
concerns regarding risks such 
as diminishing creativity and 
overreliance on technology.

A majority of  the educators 
believe that Gen AI will bring 
about a positive change in how 
education is delivered and as-
sessed and most educators see 
Gen AI as a transformative tool 
that can make learning more 
engaging, provide personalised 
education experiences, and po-
tentially improve the ways in 
which student performance is 
assessed.

“This report underscores the 
fact that AI is no more just an 
emerging technology but a re-
ality that is already reshaping 
classrooms across India,” said 
Shantanu Rooj, founder and 
CEO of  TeamLease EdTech. 
“The perspectives of  over 6,000 
educators provide invaluable 
direction on how to harness AI 

responsibly so that students 
are equipped with future-ready 
skills,” he added.

Apart from personalised 
learning, Gen AI can help adapt 
content to suit individual learn-
ing interests. This technology 
has the potential to make edu-
cation more accessible for stu-
dents with diverse needs. It can 
also help in overcoming vari-
ous economic as well as social 
challenges.

Various reports suggest that 
the integration of  Gen AI in 
education can bring both ben-
efits and risks, and it’s essen-
tial to consider them carefully. 

UNESCO’s guidelines for AI 
in education talks about the 
need to discuss the steps and 
key elements to be examined 
when seeking to regulate Gen 
AI based on a human-centred 
approach. 

The absence of  national reg-
ulations on GenAI in most 
countries leaves the data pri-
vacy of  users unprotected and 
educational institutions are 
largely unprepared to validate 
the tools, it says.  The Team-
Lease report says government 
oversight is necessary to en-
sure AI technologies are devel-
oped and used responsibly, ethi-
cally, and in ways that benefit 
society as a whole. 

Education sector needs 
to adopt AI carefully

T E C H N O L O G Y  B U Z Z

Social media’s population 
breaks through 5 bn: study
The number of active social media users has risen 
to more than 5 billion, or about 62.3 per cent 
of humanity, according to a study published on 
Wednesday.  The number rose 5.6 per cent last 
year, outpacing the 0.9 percent increase in the 

world’s population, said the report 
by media monitoring company 

Meltwater and social media 
agency We are Social. The 
social network with the most 
users was Meta’s Facebook 

with more than 2.19 billion. 
Meta’s Instagram was next with 

over 1.65 billion users. Instagram 
was narrowly trailed by Chinese app TikTok whith 
about 1.56 billion users. The report warns that 
precise numbers are hard to come by because of 
automated accounts or people using different 
indentities. The most searched entry on Wiki-
pedia was “ChatGPT”, the AI language model 
developed by OpenAI, underscoring the exploding 
interest in artificial intelligence. The report was 
based on figures compiled by digital consultancy 
company Kepios.

Share tracks with stories as 
Spotify, Snapchat expand ties  
Music streaming giant Spotify said it is expanding 
partnership with social networking app Snapchat 
to bring users a new way to share their favourite 
tracks with friends and in stories. Users who want 
to share music tracks from Spotify to Snapchat, 

should tap “Share Track Lens”. It 
captures the users on camera and 

shares the track along with the 
photo just like a Snap. The lens 
will overlay the song title, artist 
name, cover art, and a link to 
listen to the track on Spotify. 

This feature is rolling out globally 
from Thursday for both Android 

and iOS users in markets where both Spotify 
and Snapchat are available.  Snapchat users can 
share what they’re listening to on Spotify from 
2019. But the latest collaboration lets the users 
capture themselves or their surroundings, as you 
could only share a Snap with the song’s title and 
artist. “Whether it’s your signature song or a new 
single you can’t stop playing on repeat, the music 
you love to listen to is a part of who you are,” the 
company said 



Seven-time Formula One champion Lewis Hamilton has been linked with 
a shock move from Mercedes to Ferrari next year, according to reports. Sky 
Sports News said Hamilton would leave Mercedes after the 2024 season 
and replace Carlos Sainz Jr. at Ferrari. The move would surprise many 
because the 39-year-old signed a new two-year deal until 2025.

Sports Ministry 
gets `45 cr boost 
A G E N C I E S  @ New Delhi

THE Sports Ministry was on 
Thursday allocated `3,442.32 
crore, a hike of  `45.36 crore as 
compared to last year, in the in-
terim Union Budget presented 
by Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman. In the previous 
budget, the Sports Ministry 
had got a revised allocation of  
`3,396.96 crore. The Olympic 
Games in Paris will be the 
country’s main focus during 
the 2024-25 financial year. The 
ministry’s flagship programme, 
Khelo India, was allotted `900 
crore, an increase of  `20 crore 
from the previous budget.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Treesa-Gayatri pair 
and Manjunath in QFs 
BANGKOK: Sixth seeds Treesa 

Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand 
entered the women’s  

doubles quarterfinals, but 
former world no.1 Kidambi 
Srikanth was upstaged by 
lower-ranked compatriot 

Mithun Manjunath on a mixed 
day for Indians at the 

Thailand Masters badminton 
tournament here on Thursday.

Liverpool, Man City 
fire up title race in PL
LIVERPOOL: Liverpool and 
Manchester City look primed 
and ready for another 
heavyweight clash for the 
Premier League title. Liverpool 
routed Chelsea 4-1 to restore a 
five-point lead atop the table. 
City eased to a 3-1 win over 
Burnley and moved up to 
second, ahead of Arsenal on 
goal difference.

Hamilton to move from  
Mercedes to Ferrari: Reports

S W A R O O P  S W A M I N A T H A N 
@ Visakhapatnam

CAPE TOWN? Win. Chennai? 
Wi n .  M e l b o u r n e ?  Wi n . 
Visakhapatnam? 

India know this drill. They 
know the question so well the 
last three times it was put to 
them, they answered it with big 
Ws. For a side that doesn’t lose 
many bilateral series, they have 
ceded ground at the first of  ask-
ing multiple times. Since the se-
ries in Australia at the end of  
2020, they have lost the opening 
Test thrice. They ended up win-
ning the series on all three occa-
sions. It isn’t new. They have 
ended up losing or drawing the 
opening Test of  a series five 
times since 2016. The run began 
with England showed stiff  resist-
ance in Rajkot. Australia over-
turned the hosts at 
Pune in 2017. Sri Lan-
ka held out at Eden 
Gardens later that 
year. The Black Caps 
drew a match in 2020 
before Joe Root’s men 
condemned Virat Koh-
li & Co. in Chennai a 
few months later.

The common theme 
that links all five 
games? The hosts won 
each of  the five games 
that followed to either consoli-
date their position or come back 
into the series. It’s what makes 
them such dangerous opponents 
at home. Producing one near 
perfect Test high on luck is 
what’s needed to go in front. But 
teams need to produce the same 
sort of  match twice in succes-
sion to even get close to them in 
these conditions. Consider this. 
Somebody has to bat like Ollie 
Pope, bowl like Tom Hartley 
while ensuring there are good 
starts to both innings. Invaria-

bly, all of  them have failed be-
cause the natural order of  the 
universe has been restored. In a 
one-off  match, randomness and 
luck can play a big role. Over a 
series, though, the stronger in-
evitably rises to the top. Even 
somebody like KS Bharat, yet to 
make his first-class debut the 
last time the hosts lost a series at 
home, knows this. “The atmos-
phere is relaxed,” the local boy 
said in the pre-match press con-
ference. “The instruction is very 
clear. We have played a lot of  se-
ries like this in the past. As indi-
viduals, we have to focus on good 
things.”

Saying that, India have never 
been challenged like this at 
home. They are used to their 
spinners holding sway, like traf-
fic cops at an intersection. Vehi-
cles respect the stop sign. In Hy-

derabad,  though, 
lawlessness took over 
a n d  i n d i s c i p l i n e 
reigned. A significant 
part of  the last few 
days have been spent 
on coming up with 
plans to counter the 
tourists’ intent. They 
have also spent time 
on working out what’s 
wrong with Shubman 
Gill. In public, the 
support staff  have 

continued to back the No. 3. In 
private — at least in practice ses-
sions — Gill has picked the 
brains of  multiple elders in the 
contingent. All three of  Vikram 
Rathour (batting coach), Rohit 
Sharma and Rahul Dravid have 
had words of  advice for the 24-
year-old. There was some cla-
mour to drop him for the second 
Test but that was never going to 
happen, even before the injuries.  
“So, we need to be a bit patient 
with them. Batters like (Shub-
man) Gill, (Yashasvi) Jaiswal 

and (Shreyas) Iyer will eventu-
ally start getting big runs, I’m 
sure of  it,” Rathour had said. 

Add in Rajat Patidar (barring 
any last-minute decisions, the 
MP lad will debut) and it’s a 
squad with not much batting ex-
perience at this level. It’s effec-
tively why there was a level of  
moisture on the surface on 
Wednesday, two days out from 
the Test. They don’t want it to 
break too soon. Inexperience, 

though, can’t be an excuse. Espe-
cially not when the three main 
opposition spinners have three 
caps between them. Whenever 
the chips have been down in re-
cent times — going back more 
than a decade — the hosts have 
raged. They have raged against 
the dying of  light to keep alive a 
very proud home record. Other-
wise, there might be a new an-
swer next to the question mark.
 Full story: newindianexpress.com
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EYES ON RAJAT, SARFARAZ

Both players had another net 
session on Thursday. While the 
management haven’t officially 

confirmed anything, it’s likely 
that Patidar will be making a 

debut. Whether or not Sarfaraz 
joins him depends on what 

combination they are going for.

FOUR SPINNERS

With Mukesh Kumar nowhere 
to be seen on Thursday, there 
is a distinct possibility of India 
lining up with just one pacer. 
If they do this, it gives the 
management the opportunity 
to play both Washington 
Sundar and Kuldeep Yadav.

INDIA VS ENGLAND,  
2ND TEST, VISAKHAPATNAM

Live on Sports18 and 
JioCinema, 9.30AM

WEATHER AND PITCH

The wicket remained covered for a large part of Thursday. The 
word is that there has been no selective watering on what’s 

likely to be a black soil surface so the wicket could be truer than 
in Hyderabad. Expect the weather to be hot on all five days. 

WHAT TO EXPECT?
Multiple debuts and copying England’s template are both a possibility as 

India eye a comeback in the second Test. A look...

SEEKING 
SERIES TURN    

In the past, India have responded well after losing the 
first Test of a series. Will they be able to do it again?

SQUAD 

India (probable XI): 
Rohit, Yashasvi, Gill, 

Patidar, Shreyas, Axar, 
Bharat, Washington/Siraj, 
Ashwin, Kuldeep, Bumrah.

England (announced 
XI): Crawley, Duckett, 
Pope, Root, Bairstow, 

Stokes, Foakes, Hartley, 
Ahmed, Bashir, Anderson. 

India’s Shubman Gill  (R) during a training session ahead of the second Test |  PTI

Panel claims 20+ entries, 
state units say otherwise

India are still the better team: Vijay After twin sister, Faisal 
shines for Scotland U19
K A L Y A N I  M A N G A L E  @ Chennai

IBRAHIM Faisal became part of  history when he walked onto 
the field at the JB Marks Oval in Potchefstroom against England 
on January 20. A year after his twin sister, Maryam, represented 
Scotland in the inaugural Women’s U19 Cricket World Cup in 
2023, the 18-year-old donned the Scottish colours in the U19 Men’s 
World Cup. 

Maryam remembers it like yesterday when the duo was play-
ing every sport under the Sun. “Whatever sports we played, we 
did it together from the start. We used to play loads of  sports like 
cricket, swimming, karate, and even horse riding. When you are 
younger, your parents just put you in every single sport and you 
try it all out. Even then Bhaiyya was always the more sporty 
one,” she told this daily from Scotland. 

“I used to try and avoid going to cricket training (laughs), but 
my mom never let me quit,” the 19-year-old admits. But it was her 
brother who helped her in the early days to get her cricket basics 

right. “He tried to be pa-
tient at first. I would say 
I’m quite stubborn and 
he has got a very low pa-
tience tolerance with me. 
(laughs) So it would be 
like him giving me 
throwdowns or teaching 
me a shot when we were 
younger, especially be-
cause I picked up cricket 
a lot later and he had 
learned everything prop-
erly before I had. One of  
the things was how to 

play a cover drive because I used to not move my feet at all. It was 
quite brutal. He would be mad by the end of  the session,” she 
says. Despite being harsh on his sister at times,  Ibrahim knew 
when to calm her nerves and support her; even when he was play-
ing for the opposition teams. Maryam remembers the incident 
fondly when her brother gave her confidence in the middle of  the 
junior club cricket final. 

“I think one of  the best memories I ever had was in 2019. It was 
a club junior final. It was Clydesdale ones versus Clydesdale two. 
Both of  us were playing for different teams. When I was walking 
onto the pitch to bat, the other team had thought that, ‘oh, we’ve 
got it in the bag’ and they going to win easily. Bhaiyya just came 
up to me and said, ‘Maryam, they don’t think you can do it. Show 
them that you can.’ Then it just clicked and I batted well that day. 
By just being there and watching me he was very happy,” an emo-
tional Maryam said. Full story: newindianexpress.com

F I R O Z  M I R Z A  @ Chennai

WITH only a day remaining in 
the senior national wrestling 
championship to be organised 
by the ad-hoc committee in 
Jaipur, various affiliated state 
units of  the Wrestling Federa-
tion of  India (WFI) on Thurs-
day claimed they didn’t send 
their respective teams for the 
event raising questions over 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e 
tournament. 

Notably, the WFI, which has 
been abstained from working 
by the sports ministry, had 
already organised the 
senior nationals in 
Pune from January 29 
to 31. The organisers 
claimed that more than 
20 state units out of  26 
participated in the na-
tionals. The sports ministry 
even warned the WFI from 
hosting the championship as it 
issued a letter on Tuesday say-
ing any event conducted by the 
NSF will be treated as ‘unsanc-
tioned and unrecognised’.

“Wrestlers from Tamil Nadu 
Amateur Wrestling Associa-
tion took part in the Pune na-
tionals. We didn’t send the team 
for Jaipur event,” M Loganath-
an, general secretary of  the 
state association told this daily. 
Adding further, he said, “I am 
not aware if  any wrestlers from 
Tamil Nadu are competing in 

Jaipur but in nationals, only an 
affiliated state unit can send 
the entries. So if  any wrestlers 
from the state compete in 
Jaipur then also that would not 
be considered official entry.”

Office-bearers from Bihar, 
Madhya Pradesh, Delhi and Ut-
tar Pradesh also echoed the sen-
timents. “Wrestlers from Mad-
hya Pradesh not only took part 
in the Pune competition but also 
won medals,” Suresh Yadav, sec-
retary of  the MP Amateur Wres-
tling Association, said. 

Meanwhile,  Bhupender 
Singh Bajwa, chairperson 

of  the ad-hoc committee, 
while speaking to this 
daily affirmed that the 
hosts Railway Sports 
P r o m o t i o n  B o a r d 

(RSPB) will organise 
memorable nationals. “... 

600-700 wrestlers from more 
than 20 states/units including 
eminent wrestlers like Vinesh 
Phogat, Antim Panghal, Anshu 
Malik, Sarita Mor, Sunil Ku-
mar, Yash, Sagar Jaglan, Deep-
ak Punia, Nisha, Narender 
Cheema, Ravinder Khatri, Lal-
ita etc will participate in Sen-
ior National Wrestling Cham-
pionship. Top wrestling teams 
of  India i.e. Indian Railways, 
Services, Haryana, Maharash-
tra, Punjab etc. will participate 
in this event,” said a statement 
issued by the panel.

 Full story: newindianexpress.com

Twins Ibrahim Faisal and Maryam Faisal during  
their  early days in cricket |  SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A S H O K  V E N U G O P A L  @ Chennai

WITH India taking on Pakistan 
in the 2024 Davis Cup Group I 
Play-Off  tie in Islamabad on 
February 3 and 4, pressure is 
on the former to put on a good 
show in the two-day event.

Former tennis legend Vijay 
Amritraj has said that India 
are the better team and they 
would want Ramkumar to get 
going to have a good contest. 
“Well, we’re still the better 
team. I hope Ramkumar serves 
well and gets his act going. 
Qureshi (Aisam-Ul-haq) and 
Khan (Aqeel, coach) are pretty 
experienced on grass and the 
fact is it’s a two-day event, best 
of  three sets on grass. I don’t 
know the quality of  the grass. 
So if the grass is not very good,
it’s going to favour them. It’s 
going to be a good contest,” he 
said during a press conference  
ahead of  the Chennai Open ATP 
Challenger 100 tournament  
beginning here on Sunday

Tamil Nadu Tennis Associa-
tion, in  their pursuit to foster 
young talent, have given wild 
cards in the qualifying round 
for four youngsters and two wild 
cards (Ramkumar, Mukund) in 
the main draw. Amritraj said 
that the upcoming event in the 
city is for the Indian players and 
they want to ensure more local 
stars are getting into the main 
draw. “Yeah, I think the impor-
tant thing to note here is that 
this event is here for our Indian 
players and every year we want 

to make sure that more Indians 
can get into the main draw and 
qualify. What I would like to 
eventually see is all these wild-
cards being given to teenagers 
in the qualifying round is to do 
well and get into the main draw. 
That’s the goal of  this,” Amri-
traj said on Thursday. “We are 
trying to create champions in 
the future, that’s the goal. When 
we go to a Grand Slam, we can-
not see an Indian in the draw. 
We need to have tournaments 
like these which are the ones 
that are stepping stones.”

Rohan Bopanna’s recent suc-
cess at the Australian Open 
shows that one should never 
give up and keep trying. How-
ever, at the moment the field 
looks barren with none from In-
dians close to going anywhere in 
the Grand Slams main draw. 
Amritraj feels fitness and stay-
ing healthy remains the key. “I 

think you work harder when 
you’re younger and you work 
harder when you’re over. So I 
think that there are several rea-
sons, and it’s the fitness, it’s the 
abi l i ty  to  s tay  heal thy.  
Sometimes you overdo it when 
you’re young. The injuries that 
you get stay with you for the rest 
of  your life. And then they’re 
nagging injuries. They keep 
coming and going, coming and 
going,” he said.

Sumit to spearhead India
Sumit Nagal will spearhead In-
dian challenge in the men’s sin-
gles at the Chennai Open ATP 
Challenger 100. Luca Nardi of  
Italy is the top-seed as players 
from 14 countries will be tak-
ing part in the tournament 
here. Last year’s winner Max 
Purcell of  Australia will not be 
competing this time as he is 
featuring in other ATP events.

A G E N C I E S  @ Paris

GROWING online abuse on so-
cial media risks pushing high-
profile stars out of  sport unless 
urgent action is taken, accord-
ing to a new survey backed by 
major federations published on 
Thursday. The federations also 
called for social media compa-
nies to do more to prevent or 
block attacks directed at ath-
letes and officials.

Carried out in conjunction 
with 22 global sporting federa-
tions and NGOs including foot-
ball’s world body FIFA and mot-
orsport body FIA, the United 
Against Online Abuse (UAOA) 
barometer examined the impact 

online abuse and hate speech 
was having on those in sport. It 
found that 90 percent of  organi-
sations believe some of  their 
leading athletes might leave 
their sports as a result of  online 
abuse. Three quarters say stars 
are facing threats of  harm 
against themselves or their fam-
ilies, while 66 percent believe 
social media platforms should 
do more to tackle the 
abuse.

Indeed, 75 per-
cent of  respond-
ents said the 
support of  
social me-

dia companies in fighting the 
problem was “crucial to the 
long-term outcome of  any cam-
paign for change”. “Online 
abuse is a persistent issue with-

in the sporting world,” 
said FIA president Mo-

hammed Ben Su-
layem, who is a 
founding partner of  

UAOA.
The findings come fol-

lowing high-profile online 
abuse cases involving Eng-

land women footballer Lau-
ren James and recently-retired 

World Cup rugby referee Wayne 
Barnes. One of  the main trig-
gers for the FIA’s launch of  
UAOA was the abuse suffered by 

a female steward from Spain at 
the Mexican Grand Prix in 
2022.

“The survey findings high-
light the importance of  united 
anti-abuse efforts across sport-
ing ecosystems and beyond,” 
said Ben Sulayem. “We already 
have the support of  a number of  
sporting bodies and govern-
ments and are in discussions
with other stakeholders to grow 
our support base.”

The findings are based on re-
sponses from 22 international 
sporting federations and NGOs, 
including world football govern-
ing body FIFA, the International 
Tennis Federation (ITF) and cy-
cling’s governing body UCI.

‘Online abuse risks turning stars away from sport’

Wayne Barnes

SDAT member secretary J Meghanatha Reddy (L), tennis legend Vijay Amirtraj  (C) & 
Additional Chief Secretary Atulya Misra in Chennai on Thursday |  D SAMPATHKUMAR

Legacy, longevity & Anderson 
S W A R O O P  S W A M I N A T H A N 
@ Visakhapatnam

WHEN James Anderson walks 
out for his 184th Test on Friday, 
he will become one of  the old-
est to feature in the format in 
India in the 21st century. If  the 
visitors bowl first, the age dif-
ference will  be tangible 
straightaway. If  and when he 
bowls to Yashasvi Jaiswal, he 
would be bowling to a batter 
who wasn’t born when he made 
his domestic debut. At some 
point, Anderson will likely be 
replaced by debutant Shoaib 
Bashir.

When Bashir was born, the 
41-year-old had already played 
seven Tests. If  Ben Stokes pre-
fers to replace Anderson with 
Rehan Ahmed, it will be stark-
er. When Ahmed was born on 
August 13, 2004, the Lanca-
shire-born seamer was playing 
his 10th Test. The other front-
line bowler in the visitors’ at-
tack — Tom Hartley — is 24 
and has played one game. Any 
which way you look, the bowl-
ing attack they have named for 
t h e  s e c o n d  m a t c h  i s 
incredible.

What it hides, though, is the 
trust the management has 
placed in the veteran to lead a 
bowling attack in what is likely 
to be hot and unfavourable con-
ditions for seamers.

Anderson, of  course, felt 
some of  those conditions in 
Hyderabad when he was tasked 
with carrying the drinks at 
various points. From the out-
side, it may not look like a 
huge deal but skipper Ben 
Stokes pointed out what he 
brings to the table, even 
when he’s not actively 
contributing by bowling. 
“I think that’s just Jim-
my’s attitude,” he said 
during the pre-match 
press conference. “If  
people can understand 
when they are not part 
of  the playing XI that 
they can still have a huge 

influence on Test match week, 
then that is great. It’s small 
things like being 12th man 
when it’s hot, lads need rehy-
drating and we need to concen-
trate the whole time with guys 
coming on and off  the field. 
Even guys who aren’t in the XI 
have a real understanding that 
they are contributing, albeit 
not physically in the game.”

While it was almost a given 
that Anderson would come in 
place of  Mark Wood, the man-
agement isn’t just picking the 
former on some rotation basis. 
Stokes pointed out that his 
record in India tends to go un-
der the radar. “Bringing Jim-
my’s experience, the class that 
he has is great. I think it also 
goes under the radar.”

That’s true. Out of  all visit-
ing bowlers to have bowled in 
India since 2000, Anderson is 
second-best for wickets (34). He 
has an economy rate of  2.65 
with an average of  29.32. In his 
last series on these shores — 

2021 — he somehow improved 
on those numbers. Eight wick-
ets at an economy of  1.92 while 
averaging 15.87. Even though 
people remember Joe Root’s 
match-winning double in the 
first Test, it was Anderson who 
broke the hosts with a narra-
tive-changing 3/17 across 11 
overs on the final day. Two of
those three wickets saw him 
hooping the ball to breach the 
defences of  Shubman Gill and 
Ajinkya Rahane. On Thursday, 
Stokes hoped for more of  the 
same on Friday and beyond. 
“Bringing Jimmy in, we just 
feel like there’s a bit more I can 
turn to him for. Not only his 
new ball skills; reverse skills, 
his off-cutter skills and stuff  
like that.”

 What he also offers is con-
trol, both with the new and the 
old ball. In these conditions, a 
pacer’s main role could just be 
to tie one end up. Stokes knows 
his super senior is more than 
capable of  that. That may well 
be needed. The alliance of  Ro-
hit Sharma and Jaiswal may be 
in its infancy but it’s already 
on the verge of  blossoming. In 
nine innings, the pair are aver-
aging 74.1 while going at al-
most 4.2 per over. Anderson, 
then, almost feels like one step 
in a 2FA process if  Rohit and 
Jaiswal want to continue to 
score quickly.

“He has different skillsets 
that I will be able to exploit in 
Indian conditions,” Stokes con-
tinued. “It’s not just picking 
Jimmy for the new ball, it’s the 
other stuff  he possesses as 
well. It’s great that Jimmy is 
doing good things for the old 
boys out there. It’s huge 
credit and lots of  people 
should look up to Jimmy 
considering he is where he 
is at 41.”

There is also the tanta-
lising prospect of  Ander-
son reaching 700 Test 
wickets. If  it happens over 
the next few weeks, his 
legacy will keep growing.


