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NEARBY
�

‘COARSE & UNCONSTITUTIONAL’

SC calls out ‘sexist’
workplace rules
NEWS » PAGE 14

NUCLEAR POWER

India seeks $26 bn in
private investments
NEWS » PAGE 14

WORKLOAD MANAGEMENT

Bumrah released from
squad for Ranchi Test
SPORT » PAGE 17

T
he Supreme Court
on Tuesday said
that it would not

tolerate “subterfuges” that
destroy electoral democra-
cy even at the local level,
while declaring the Aam
Aadmi Party’s Kuldeep Ku-
mar as the new Mayor of
the Union Territory of
Chandigarh.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India D.Y. Chandrachud in-
itiated action against Anil
Masih, the Returning O�c-
er who presided over the
controversial mayoral elec-
tions on January 30, whose
“defacement” of eight bal-
lot papers was caught on
security cameras. Mr. Ma-
sih’s “furtive” conduct had
swung the electoral results
in favour of the BJP’s Manoj

Sonkar. The Supreme
Court had intervened on
February 5 to sequester
the ballot papers and video
records of the polling day.

By declaring Mr. Kumar
as Chandigarh Mayor in a
single stroke on Tuesday,
the court dashed the BJP’s
hopes for fresh polls to the
municipal corporation.

On Monday, Chief Jus-
tice Chandrachud had
voiced “deep concern”
about the “horse trading
taking place”. His remark
was made in reference to
the sudden shift of alle-
giances of three AAP coun-
cillors to the BJP, coincid-
ing with Mr. Sonkar’s
resignation as Mayor on

the eve of the SC hearing.
“This court is duty-

bound in exercise of its
powers to do complete jus-
tice under Article 142 to en-
sure that the process of
electoral democracy is not
thwarted by such subter-
fuges. Allowing such a state
of a�airs to take place
would be destructive of the
most valued principles of
democracy our country
depends on,” he observed.

The Bench said that
what had happened at the
mayoral elections was an
“exceptional situation”.
“The court must step in to
ensure that the basic man-
date of the electoral de-
mocracy, albeit, at the lo-
cal participatory level, is
preserved,” Chief Justice
Chandrachud said.

SC declares AAP leader
as Mayor of Chandigarh 

Anil Masih, who conducted the Chandigarh mayoral elections,

arriving at the Supreme Court on Tuesday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Top court sets aside results, initiates action against Returning O�cer for ‘defacing’ ballot papers;

Bench says it would not tolerate ‘subterfuges’ that destroy electoral democracy even at local levels

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI
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TOWARDS DECENTRALISATION

Panchayats as
self-governing
institutions
There is a need to stress
their signi�cance

EDITORIAL » PAGE 10

FARMERS’ PROTEST INTENSIFIES

Punjab police
brace for
tippers,
earthmovers

NEWS » PAGE 13

CM terms �ve
guarantees ‘good
economics’

BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on

Wednesday termed the State

government’s five guarantees

as “good economics” and said

taxes are being collected from

the rich for the empowerment

of the poor. » PAGE 6

Penalty on arrears
of property tax 
set to reduce

BENGALURU

The Legislative Assembly on

Tuesday adopted the Bruhat

Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike

(Amendment) Bill, 2024, that

seeks to reduce the penalty on

property tax arrears by 50% in

Bengaluru city limits.» Page 2

To root out malpractices,
the Karnataka government
has decided to conduct the
�rst annual examination of
SSLC (Class 10) and II PUC
under the surveillance of
CCTV cameras across the
State. The II PU examina-
tion will be held from
March 1 to 22 at 1,124
centres and the SSLC exam
from March 25 to April 6 at
2,747 centres.

“CCTV cameras will be
installed in all the examina-
tion centres, including in-

side the examination
halls,” said Ritesh Kumar
Singh, Principal Secretary,
Department of School Edu-
cation and Literacy. Until
now, only some private
schools had CCTV cameras
inside the classroom as
well.

At a press conference
here on Tuesday, Madhu
Bangarappa, Minister for

Primary and Secondary
Education, said this year
6,98,624 students —
3,30,644 boys and
3,67,980 girls — had en-
rolled for the II PU exami-
nation. For the SSLC exam-
ination, among the
8,96,271 students enrolled,
4,58,427 are boys and
4,37,844 are girls.

To reduce the number
of students who fail, the
government has decided to
conduct three annual ex-
aminations for both SSLC
and II PU students from
this year. Registration for
the examinations is com-

pulsory. Registered stu-
dents have to appear in
any of the three examina-
tions. The best marks in all
three examinations will be
considered for the results.
“To facilitate the students
to enrol for the degree
course without loss of any
classes, we are planning to
conduct the annual exam-
two for II PU students in
the third week of April and
the annual exam-three
during May-end,” he
added.

II PU exam to be
conducted from
March 1 to 22 and
SSLC exam from
March 25 to April 6

II PU, SSLC exams to be held under
CCTV camera surveillance 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

CONTINUED ON 

» PAGE 2

The Legislative Assembly
on Tuesday adopted the
Karnataka Town and Coun-
try Planning (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, which provides
for availing of additional
�oor area ratio (FAR) by
paying a rate not less than
40% of the guidance value.
The Bill was passed with-
out discussion amid dhar-
na by the Opposition
members.

Speaker U.T. Khader al-
lowed the Bill to be taken
up for consideration when
the Opposition members
were staging a dharna in
the Well of the House de-
manding action against Ra-
managara sub-inspector in
connection with a lawyers’
protest there.

Piloting the Bill, Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar explained that the
maximum additional �oor

area ratio per premium
�oor area ratio that may be
purchased for a permitted
building under this section
shall not exceed 60% of the
normal permissible �oor
area ratio.

‘Will help big builders’
Taking exception to the
provisions of the Bill, BJP
leader and former Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bom-
mai alleged that the
amendment to the Karna-

taka Town and Country
Planning Act would help
big builders to indulge in ir-
regularities. He said the
proposed amendment was
in favour of the rich and in-
�uential builders, and it
would in no way help the
common man.

“The BJP would oppose
the Bill tooth and nail as it
would pave the way for
large-scale irregularities,”
he said and urged Mr. Shi-
vakumar to review the pro-

posed amendment be-
cause it would not bene�t
the land-losing farmers in
any manner. Pointing out
that the government had
been granting TDRs for the
land-losers so that they
could earn some pro�ts by
selling them to builders, he
said TDRs would lose their
importance as builders
could easily get additional
�oor area ratio by paying
40% of guidance value.

He expressed concern
that allowing indiscrimi-
nate granting of additional
�oor area ratio would
further lead to congestion
of Bengaluru and lead to
hapazard development,
causing further civic
problems.

Mr. Shivakumar, howev-
er, defended the Bill saying
the law itself had a provi-
sion for granting additional
�oor area ratio. The Bill
was �nally approved by
voice vote.

Bill that seeks to provide more FAR by
paying 40% of guidance value adopted

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A file photo of a construction site in Bengaluru. The Legislative

Assembly on Tuesday adopted the Karnataka Town and Country

Planning (Amendment) Bill, 2024. 

Walking the caste tightrope
ahead of the Lok Sabha
election, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and his Cabinet ap-
proved a Bill to provide a
10% quota for the Maratha
community in education
and government jobs,
which was later passed un-
animously by all parties
during a special session of
the Maharashtra legisla-
ture on Tuesday.

The “historic” legisla-
tion ful�lled his promise to
create a “foolproof” Ma-
ratha quota within three
months, Mr. Shinde said.

However, activist Manoj
Jarange-Patil, who has em-
barked on multiple hunger
strikes on this issue, was
unsatis�ed with the new le-
gislation, terming it a “be-
trayal” of the community.
He is seeking a Maratha qu-
ota carved out from the ex-

isting reservation for other
backward classes (OBCs),
which is more likely to pass
Supreme Court scrutiny.

The Bill, passed by the
Legislative Assembly and
Council, is similar to the
Socially and Educationally
Backward Classes Act,
2018 of the government led
by Devendra Fadnavis,
which was struck down by
the top court in May 2021.

Maharashtra makes
way for 10% quota
for all Marathas 

Eknath Shinde and Devendra

Fadnavis celebrate the news

outside the Vidhan Bhavan. 

Shoumojit Banerjee
PUNE

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12

At least three Indians were
forced to �ght alongside
the Russians on the Russia-
Ukraine border after they
were allegedly conned by
an agent and sent there to
work as “army security
helpers”, one of the vic-
tims told The Hindu.

Since November 2023,
around 18 Indians have
been stranded at Mariupol,
Kharkiv, Donetsk, Rostov-
on-Don along the Russia-
Ukraine border, and one
person is said to have been
killed in the ongoing war,
an agent said.

While a few Indians vo-
lunteered to join the Inter-
national Legion in Ukraine
in 2022, the presence of In-
dians on Russian side in
combat roles has been re-
ported for the �rst time. 

Indians hired
as ‘helpers’
forced to �ght
in Russia’s war

Vijaita Singh
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12
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T
he Legislative As-
sembly on Tuesday
adopted the Bru-

hat Bengaluru Mahanaga-
ra Palike (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, that seeks to re-
duce the penalty on pro-
perty tax arrears by 50% in
Bengaluru city limits.

The Bill was adopted
without any debate as the
Opposition BJP and JD (S)
members were staging a
dharna in the well of the
House demanding suspen-
sion of the Ramangara SI
in connection with la-
wyers’ protest.

Piloting the Bill, Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar, who also holds
Bengaluru City Develop-
ment portfolio, described
the Bill as “people-friend-
ly” while stating that it
would help residents of
Bengaluru save ₹2,700
crore. 

At the same time, the

BBMP will also be able to
collect penalties worth
₹1,000 crore, he noted.

According to him, the
proposed amendment will
bene�t a total of 13-15 lakh
residents in Bengaluru city
comprising 5.51 lakh tax-
payers, �ve to seven lakh
people who are not paying
property tax, and three

lakh partial property tax-
payers. 

The Bill has a provision
for a special rebate to the
poor segments of society,
he said. 

Similarly, government
residential quarters and
buildings in slums are ex-
empt from property tax
penalties. Buildings up to

an area of 1,000 square
feet which are used for
own use are exempt from
property tax penalties.

Under the Bill, penalties
on residential and mixed-
use properties will have to
pay property tax penalties
only for a maximum of �ve
years irrespective of the
default duration. Interest
on property tax dues
would also be waived for
dues beyond �ve years, he
explained.

“This is a taxpayer-
friendly amendment. We
have brought this Bill to
help the common people
though it is a burden on
the government,” said Mr.
Shivakumar.

Residents of Bengaluru
had to pay heavy penalties
as the erstwhile BJP go-
vernment had passed the
previous amendment Bill
which doubled the penal-
ties on property tax dues
resulting in a huge burden
on property taxpayers, he
argued.

Bill to reduce penalty on
property tax arrears by
50% passed in Assembly

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar speaking in the Legislative

Assembly session in Bengaluru on Tuesday.

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar, who also holds Bengaluru City Development portfolio,

terms the Bill as ‘people-friendly’ while stating that it would help residents save ₹2,700 crore

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

WE, ARVIND Vira Mor and Vanitaben
,R/o Flat No.207, G R Maithri Apart-
ments, Jogupalya Main Road, Halasu-
ru, Bengaluru – 560 008 have changed
our minor Son’s name from Bhautik to
Bhautik Arvind Mor, vide Affidavit da-
ted: 19.02.2024 before Notary A.R.Mu-
neer Ahmed, Bengaluru.

SHANTHINIKETHANA ENGLISH
School-Girinagar Requires 1) Female
Vice Principal / Coordinator: Young dy-
namic profile with minimum 4 years of
leadership experience. Qualification:
Post graduate with B.Ed. (Age <40
Yrs) 2. Female Academic Head/ In-
charge: Any graduate with
NTT/MTT/ECCE with minimum 5 years
experience (Age<40 Yrs) 3. Female
Nursery Teachers: Any graduate with
NTT/MTT/ECCE (Age<40 Yrs) 4. Pri-
mary & High School Female Teachers:
For Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biolo-
gy, English, Social Studies, EVS, Hindi
– Trained, Freshers / experienced (Age
<40 Yrs) 5. Female Front Office Exe-
cutive: With pleasing personality Gra-
duate / Diploma with good communica-
tion & computer skills (Age <35 Yrs) 6.
Female Accountant: With B.Com. Ex-
perience in school (Age <35 Yrs) 7.
Others: Art & Craft, Librarian, Music,
Yoga, P.E, Creative Graphic Designer,
Digital Marketing Management (Fema-
le-Age<35Yrs). Salary is not a cons-
traint for the deserving candidates.
Walk-in-Interview: 21st to 23rd Feb -
Timings: 10 am- 4 pm. 24th Feb – Ti-
mings: 10 am- 1 pm. Submit resume
with recent photograph. Shanthiniket-
hana School, 1341/A, 8th ‘C’ Cross,
8th Main, Girinagar 2nd Phase, Ben-
galuru-85. Phone: 7760202693 /
7676068929 / 080-26721334,
26420794.
E-mail: hrdsgps@gmail.com;
www.shanthinikethana.in.
Facebook/shanthinikethanaschool.

ADELIE INTERNATIONAL Preschool,
Requires 1) Female Academic Head /
Co-ordinator: For Pre-Primary - Young
dynamic profile with minimum 4 years
of leadership experience (Age<40 Yrs)
Qualification: NTT/ MTT/ ECCE with
Post graduation. 2. Female Teachers:
Qualification - NTT/ MTT/ ECCE With
any Degree (Age <40 Yrs) 3. Female
Teachers: Art & Craft, Yoga, Music,
Social Media Designer- Graphic, Pho-
tography, Website & creative skills.
4. Female Front Office Executive: With
pleasing personality Graduate / Diplo-
ma with good communication & com-
puter skills (Age <35 Yrs) 5. Female
Accountat: With B.Com. Experience in
school (Age <35 Yrs) Salary is not a
constraint for the deserving candida-
tes. Walk-in-Interview: 21st to 23rd
Feb - Timings: 10 am- 4 pm. 24th Feb
– Timings: 10 am- 1 pm. Submit resu-
me with recent photograph. Adelie In-
ternational Preschool, Opp. to Swami
Vivekananda Circle, 1st Phase, Girina-
gar, Banashankari 3rd Stage, Bengalu-
ru-85. Phone: 9591622353,
9845030600, 080-26724522.
E-Mail: hrdsgps@gmail.com;
Facebook/Adelieinternational

PERSONAL

CHANGE OF NAME

EDUCATIONAL

GENERAL
VACANCIES

EDUCATIONAL

LEGAL NOTICE

EDUCATIONAL

VACANCIES

Timings

BENGALURU

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 21

RISE 06:40 SET 18:27

RISE 15:58 SET 04:25

THURSDAY, FEB. 22

RISE 06:39 SET 18:27

RISE 16:50 SET 05:12

FRIDAY, FEB. 23

RISE 06:39 SET 18:27

RISE 17:40 SET 05:54

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in this
newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Pu-
blisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s pro-
ducts and/or services. In no event can the Own-
er, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Em-
ployees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

As Bengaluru city MLAs
from the Opposition par-
ties on Tuesday expressed
concern in the Legislative
Assembly over drinking
water supply situation in
the city that has already
been a�ected, Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar assured them of
considering their sugges-
tions of regulating private
commercial borewells and
private water tankers that
charge exorbitant rates.

Responding to the BJP
members Basavaraj B.A.
and S. Muniraju separately
during Question Hour, Mr.

Shivakumar, who also
holds the Bengaluru City
Development portfolio,
said he would soon hold a
meeting of MLAs from Ben-
galuru city to get their sug-
gestions on keeping a tab
on private water tankers
who charge exorbitant
rates.

As the other BJP mem-
bers, including S. Suresh
Kumar and Gopalaiah, in-
tervened, Mr. Shivakumar
noted that groundwater ta-
ble in Bengaluru had reced-
ed as there was 40% de�cit
in the rainfall this year. Ho-
wever, the government was
geared up to ensure proper
drinking water supply dur-
ing summer, he said.

Will regulate private
commercial borewells
and water tankers: DKS

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Debunking allegations by
some people about treated
water from K.C. and H.N.
valley of Bengaluru let out
to the tanks of Kolar and
Chickballapur being harm-
ful, Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda on
Tuesday told the Legisla-
tive Assembly that a study
by IISc. experts showed
that prevalence of diseases
had, in fact, reduced in
those areas by 67%.

Replying to the BJP
member Dheeraj Muniraju
during the Zero Hour, the
Minister said the quality of
available water in these

areas had actually im-
proved after taking up the
project of �lling up tanks in
these parched districts
from the treated water
from K.C. and H.N. valley
of Bengaluru.

This had reduced the
prevalence of diseases like
typhoid, dysentery and vi-
ral hepatitis, he said.

Study by experts
Mr. Byre Gowda said the
government had got the
IISc. experts to study the
project right from its in-
ception in 2017-18 so that
any negative impact on pe-
ople’s health or environ-
ment would come to light
immediately.

‘Disease prevalence in
Kolar, Chickballapur
reduced by 67%’ 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

As part of the National
Science Day celebrations,
the Raman Research Insti-
tute (RRI) is organising an
Open Day on February 28.

Every year, the National
Science Day is celebrated
across India on February
28 to commemorate the
discovery of the Raman Ef-
fect for which Sir CV Ra-
man received the Nobel
prize.

“RRI is opening its
doors to students and
science enthusiasts in Ben-
galuru. More than thou-
sand students, from both
government and private
schools and colleges, will
participate in the Insti-
tute’s celebrations,” RRI
said.

The Institute further
said that the visitors can
witness the Institute’s on-
going science and research
activities through the
numerous experiments,
hands-on science activi-
ties, science models and
exhibits and other demon-
strations to be presented
by the Institute’s students
and sta�.

“The visitors will also
get a chance to visit the Ra-
man Museum, housing a
rare collection of precious
stones, rocks and more.
Besides, the Raman Ar-
chival Gallery will walk
through the life and
science of Raman and the
contribution made by the
Institute he established,” it
said. The timings are bet-
ween 9 a.m. and 4.30 p.m.

Sir CV Raman founded
the RRI in 1948 which is a
premier research Institu-
tion in India, pursuing cut-
ting-edge fundamental re-
search in select frontier
areas of physics under con-
temporary research
themes. 

Open Day at
Raman
Research
Institute on
February 28 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

There is no separate dress code for students to ap-
pear the examination. SSLC students should wear
the prescribed uniform of their schools and II PU
students should follow the Supreme Court order
and dress accordingly. Wearing the school and
college identity card (ID) is a must for all the stu-
dents, Mr. Bangarappa said.

“Despite giving enough time, as many as 52
private schools have not renewed recognition and
as a result, over 5,000 SSLC students are in trou-
ble. We have decided to tag these private schools
with nearby government or aided schools and stu-
dents will be allowed to take the SSLC exam,” he
said.

II PU, SSLC exams to be

held under CCTV

camera surveillance

From Page One

The 110 villages located on
the outskirts of Bengaluru
will get drinking water from
Cauvery in May, said Depu-
ty Chief Minister and Benga-
luru Development Minister
D.K. Shivakumar. He was
responding to questions in
the Legislative Assembly.

Mr. Shivakumar said
while the Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) will make neces-
sary arrangements to pro-
vide Cauvery water for the
drinking purposes of 110 vil-
lages, it may take two years
for the completion of the
work in connection with
the sewage plant and oth-
ers. The question on Cauv-
ery water was posed by
Yeshwanthpur MLA S.T. So-
masekhar. 

Mr. Shivakumar also said
he will work towards clear-
ing hurdles for provi-
ding Cauvery water to a
BDA layout located near a
forest land in Yeshwanth-
pur. “I have already held de-
liberations with the Forest
Department to resolve the
problem,” he informed the
Assembly. 

Mr. Shivakumar said the
government has provided
₹10 crore aid to MLAs in
Bengaluru and the same
can be utilised to solve
drinking water woes. He
was answering questions by
BJP MLA Muniraju. 

The Minister said the
money can be spent to-
wards digging borewells as
drinking water should be a
key priority than any other
civic works at present. He
said owing to the pandemic,
there was a delay in the
Cauvery water supply pro-
ject works. He said under
BWSSB, 68 water tankers
are functioning. Mr. Shiva-
kumar further said that for
Dasarahalli, ₹5.24 lakh aid
was given and the govern-
ment will ensure speedy
Cauvery water supply work
to channel water to the resi-
dents in this locality.

‘Cauvery
water supply
to 110 villages
will start
in May’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Residents of Wind Tunnel Road were in shock
when a man attacked a woman passing by with a
machete, and then tried to escape before being
pinned down by a few people on Monday
evening.

The accused, later identi�ed as Sheikh
Mujeeb, 37, a cab driver, had assaulted his
estranged wife Nigar, 28, accusing her of having
an a�air. Mujeeb was later handed over to the JB
Nagar police and Nigar was rushed to a private
hospital.

An enquiry revealed that Mujeeb, a native of
Hosakote, married Nigar a few years ago. It was a
love marriage and Nigar was working in a private
�rm. According to the police, the couple used to
have frequent �ghts after Mujeeb began to
suspect Nigar. 

The JB Nagar police have registered a case of
attempt to murder and investigation is on.

Man arrested for attacking
wife with machete 

INBRIEF
�
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T
housands of com-
muters on the busy
Purple Line of

Namma Metro in Bengalu-
ru faced inconvenience for
a few hours on Tuesday
morning after the move-
ment of trains was disrupt-
ed owing to a technical
snag. 

Bangalore Metro Rail
Corporation Limited
(BMRCL) �xed the problem
around 9.20 a.m., and
train services were res-
tored at 9.22 a.m.

According to BMRCL,
there was a communica-
tion problem in the signall-
ing system between Bai-
yappanahalli and
Garudacharpalya. The
snag resulted in slow
movement of trains bet-
ween these stations.

Large crowds were seen
waiting for trains at several
stations. 

To ease the passenger
tra�c, BMRCL ran three
short-loop trains between
Majestic and Baiyappana-
halli, said an o�cial. Ac-
cording to sources in
BMRCL, the problem was
reported post 6 a.m. and
persisted till 9.20 a.m. 

BMRCL has been facing
�ak over multiple disrup-
tions in a month from com-
muters. 

Many took to X (former-
ly Twitter) to express anger

over the frequent disrup-
tion of services and a lack
of prior information to
commuters. 

Yogesh Naik said: “Huge
letdown by Namma Metro.
And not even a single se-
curity guard had a clue.
There was no crowd con-
trol. There is absolutely no
space to stand at the plat-
form in Majestic station.”

Another user said: “CM
Siddaramaiah, instead of
Skydeck, in the budget,
you should have proposed
some plan to manage

crowd at the metro sta-
tion.” 

Bengaluru South MP,
Tejasvi Surya, on platform
X (formerly Twitter) said:
“Many of my constituents
have sent me messages re-
garding excruciating de-
lays in Purple Line opera-
tions today morning. I
understand BMRCL has cit-
ed technical snags as the
reason. While reasons may
be genuine, users fail to un-
derstand just how many
times Metro operations are
impacted every month.”

Technical problem 
hits metro services
on Purple Line 

The problem was resolved around 9.20 a.m., and normal train

services were restored at 9.22 a.m. K. MURALI KUMAR 

There was a communication problem in the signalling system 

between Baiyappanahalli and Garudacharpalya, says BMRCL 

The Hindu Bureau
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The Bengaluru Metropoli-
tan Transport Corporation
(BMTC) has added 12 Vayu
Vajra buses to operate on
three di�erent routes and
eight normal buses which
will operate on a single
route in the city. 

Transport and Muzrai
Minister Ramalinga Reddy
�agged o� these buses
which are new additions to
the BMTC’s �eet.

According to a press re-
lease issued by the BMTC,
four Vayu Vajra buses each
will operate between Sarja-
pur and Hebbal, Shivajina-
gar and Bannerghatta, and
Sarjapur and Kempegowda
International Airport.

Eight normal buses will
operate between Shivajina-
gar and Bannerghatta Na-
tional Park. 

BMTC is the only corpo-
ration providing transport
facilities to Bengaluru city
and surrounding areas. 

In this regard, 5,584
buses are making
57,820 trips on 11.4 lakh km
every day. 

An average of
40 lakh passengers are
availing the facilities of the
transport every day. 

According to the de-
mand of passengers
of Bengaluru city, the cor-
poration is introducing
new routes, increasing the
transports on the existing
routes, revising and oper-
ating the transports ac-
cording to the passenger
tra�c. 

A total of 1,174 additional
roundabouts are being op-
erated daily after the im-
plementation of Shakti
scheme, said the release.

Ramalinga
Reddy �ags 
o� 20 new
BMTC buses 
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IndiGo will launch daily di-
rect �ights from Bengaluru
to Denpasar in Bali, Indo-
nesia on March 29.

The daily direct �ights
from Bengaluru will cater
to the substantial surge in
Indian tourists travelling to
the island of Bali.

Flight 6E 1605 will de-
part Bengaluru at 12.05
a.m. and land in Denpasar
at 10.20 a.m. Flight 6E
1606 will depart Denpasar
at 11.20 a.m. and reach
Bengaluru at 3.15 p.m.

IndiGo started opera-
tions to Jakarta, capital of
Indonesia, in 2023. Bali
will be its second destina-
tion in Indonesia. 

Denpasar will be the air-
line’s 33rd international
destination.

Vinay Malhotra, head of

Global Sales at IndiGo,
said, “We are extremely ex-
cited to announce Denpa-
sar (the main hub of the In-
donesian province of Bali)
as the newest international
destination to join the 6E
network. With a hassle-
free visa process, Bali has
become a preferred desti-
nation for tourists. With
the launch of these new

�ights, we aim to not only
strengthen the ties bet-
ween India and Indonesia,
but also promote tourism
and foster potential busi-
ness collaboration. IndiGo
will continue to deliver on
its promise of a�ordable,
on-time, courteous, and
hassle-free travel expe-
rience across an unparal-
leled network.”

Bengaluru-Bali direct �ights 
to be launched on March 29 
The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

IndiGo started operations to Jakarta, capital of Indonesia, in 2023,

and Bali will be its second destination in the country. FILE PHOTO

With a resolve not to have
the popular Ramzan food
mela in Fraser Town dur-
ing Ramzan which begins
in March, the Fraser Town
Residents’ Welfare Associa-
tion (FTRWA) on Tuesday
submitted a memorandum
to Pulikeshinagar MLA A.C.
Srinivas. 

Every year, during Ram-
zan, eateries and sweet-
meat shops around Mos-
que Road and MM Road
put up stalls in the even-
ing. The mela attracts
crowds from across Benga-
luru who come there for
signature dishes like ke-
babs and various desserts.
However, for years now, re-
sidents have been com-
plaining about the incon-
venience caused by the
mela. 

In the memorandum,
the residents have listed
several problems including
encroachment of foot-
paths, stalls put up without
licences from the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like or the Karnataka State
Pollution Control Board or
any other authorities. 

“We started late last
year, but our target was to
ensure that this year the
mela does not happen.
That is why we started the
campaign earlier this year.
The MLA has been very
supportive and told us that
he will evaluate the op-
tions. We will not allow the
mela this year for sure,”
said Saud Dastagir, a mem-
ber of FTRWA. 

The MLA was not availa-
ble for comments.

Fraser Town
residents seek
MLA’s help to
stop Ramzan
food mela  

The Hindu Bureau
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A
group of advocates
staged a protest in
front of the Rama-

nagara DC’s o�ce on Tues-
day demanding the sus-
pension of sub-inspector
Tanveer Hussain of Ijoor
station over an FIR �led
against 40 advocates.

Earlier, the police had
arrested advocate Chand
Pasha following a com-
plaint against an allegedly
derogatory post targeting a
judge in Varanasi, which
led to a clash between two
groups of advocates last
week.

While Chand Pasha was
arrested, the police also

�led an FIR against a group
of 40 advocates based on a
counter-complaint.

The group of advocates
staged a protest demand-
ing quashing of the FIR,
and also suspension of PSI

Tanveer Hussain. The prot-
esters laid siege to the DC’s
o�ce. 

They accused the dis-
trict administration of
buckling under pressure
from Deputy Chief Minis-

him earlier. He defended
the SI by saying that he had
gone by rules.

Pointing out that that
the government had asked
the DySP of Channapatna
to conduct an inquiry into
the issue, he said based on
the �ndings a decision on
action against the SI would
be made.

from Pasha and based on it
an FIR had been �led
against about 40 lawyers
though it was Pasha who
barged into their working
space. 

However, replying to the
issue, Home Minister G.
Parameshwara explained
that action had been taken
against Pasha by arresting

the accused lawyer from
the district.

Raising the issue during
Zero Hour, Mr. Ashok al-
leged that the accused la-
wyer, who is also a mem-
bers of the SDPI, had
abused the judge in his Fa-
cebook post. He alleged
that the Inspector had got a
counter complaint �led

within the legal framework
if they come to the discus-
sion table leaving aside
politics.”

Meanwhile, in the Legis-
lative Assembly, the BJP
and the JD(S) members
staged a dharna in the well
of the House demanding
the suspension of the Sub
Inspector and the exile of

ter D.K. Shivakumar and
MLA H.A. Iqbal Hussain.

The protest was sup-
ported by opposition lead-
ers former Chief Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy and
Leader of Opposition in As-
sembly R. Ashok. 

On the other hand, Mr.
Shivakumar on Tuesday
said the State government
was ready to address the
striking lawyers’ issues if
they “kept politics aside
and came to the discussion
table.”

Speaking to reporters,
Mr. Shivakumar said: “The
lawyers’ strike is politically
motivated. The BJP is try-
ing to capitalise on it for
political gains. We are rea-
dy to resolve their issues

Advocates seek suspension of SI over FIR against them 

Advocates protesting in Ramanagara on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Earlier, the police had arrested an advocate for an allegedly derogatory post targeting a judge in Varanasi. They also �led an FIR against a group of 40 lawyers based on a counter-complaint 
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C
hief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah on Wed-
nesday termed the

State government’s �ve
guarantees as “good eco-
nomics” and said taxes are
being collected from the
rich for the empowerment
of the poor.

In his reply to the de-
bate on the motion of
thanks to the Governor’s
address , Mr. Siddaramaiah
in the Legislative Assembly
said: “I believe in good eco-
nomics.” A sum of ₹52,009
crore has been set aside for
implementation of �ve
guarantees in the State
Budget for 2024-25. “We
are giving economic and
social strength to the poor.
This is good economics.
This is the economics of
self-respect,” he said.

“The �ve guarantees -
Stree Shakti, Anna Bhagya,
Gruha Jyothi, Gruha Laksh-
mi and Yuva Nidhi - will
cover the poor, Dalits,
backward classes and mi-
norities without discrimi-
nation on the basis of caste
or on religious lines,” he
said. 

“There are no middle-
men in the delivery of gua-
rantee schemes. All bene-
�ts reach the eligible
bene�ciaries’ account
through DBT,” the Chief
Minister said. 

“We will impose tax on
rich people as per law and

collected taxes will be used
for the poor.” Mr. Siddara-
maiah said the government
kept ₹ 39,000 crore in
2023-24 for the �agship
programmes. 

‘What is Siddanomics?’
The Chief Minister said JD
(S) leader and former Chief
Minister H.D. Kumaraswa-
my had coined the term
“Siddanomics” to describe
his model of State develop-
ment. “I don’t know what
that is. There are no books
like that. There is only
good and bad economics.
Is there Basavarajnomics?
Kumaraswamynomics?”
Mr. Siddaramaiah asked. 

Former Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai said Mr.
Kumaraswamy has given a

new brand to his model of
economic development
and the Chief Minister
should take it as a
compliment.

On corporate tax
Mr. Siddaramaiah, who has
tabled 15 Budgets, said cor-
porate tax was 30% during
the UPA government, led
by Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had re-
duced the corporate tax to
22.5%, he said, and asked,
“In whose support is the
BJP government?”

Mr. Siddaramaiah, who
also holds the �nance port-
folio, rebutted the Opposi-
tion’s charge that the go-
vernment had rolled out a
“bundle of lies” through

the Governor’s address to
the legislature and said the
Governor has spoken the
truth. “Our guarantees
have reached people. In
fact, people know that
there is no substance in the
Opposition’s allegations.”

On Opposition Leader
in the Assembly R. Ashok’s
charge that the Congress
government was a “bro-
ken-down vehicle”, Mr.
Siddaramaiah said the BJP
administration between
2019 and 2023 was “a hate-
�lled, rusted bus that emit-
ted poisonous smoke” and
the people voted out the
BJP. 

He also said that the law
and order was good in the
State and the state had at-
tracted ₹77,000 crore in-

vestment during the last
nine months.

Mr. Siddaramaiah reiter-
ated his charges against the
Central government on de-
votion of taxes, non-re-
lease of drought relief and
non-release funds for the
Upper Bhadra Project. 

A whopping ₹4.3 lakh
crore taxes was collected
from the State in 2023-24
but the State was expecting
only ₹50,027 crore, the

Chief Minister said.
Mr. Siddaramaiah also

took a dig at Mr. Kumaras-
wamy on his remark that
the government adopted a
confrontationist approach
with the Centre and said
the State has every right to
seek justice under the fed-
eral government. 

The State has been re-
ceiving only ₹13 for every
₹100 collected from the pe-
ople in the form of IT, GST,

cess and surcharges, he
said.

The State government
had written 17 letters to the
Union Ministers but it had
received reply to only one
letter on seeking drought
relief. 

“How can we call it con-
frontation?” The entire
house should demand
drought relief from the
Centre, he said. Out of 236
taluks, 223 taluks have

been declared as drought
in the State. The House
passed the motion of
thanks to the Governor’s
address. The Opposition
BJP members shouted slo-
gans against the Govern-
ment and termed the Chief
Minister reply as a “politi-
cal speech” ahead of Lok
Sabha elections and staged
a walkout. 

The JD(S) members too
followed the BJP.

Siddaramaiah terms �ve guarantees ‘good economics’ 

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah speaking in the Legislative Assembly on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

We will impose tax on rich people as per law and the collected taxes will be used for the poor, he says; BJP and JD(S) stage walkout, terming CM’s reply a ‘political speech’ ahead of LS elections 
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Former Chief Minister Ba-
savaraj Bommai on Tues-
day challenged the govern-
ment to withdraw below
poverty line (BPL) cards
if more than �ve crore peo-
ple of the State entered
“middle class status” be-
cause of implementation
of �ve guarantees - Shakti,
Anna Bhagya, Gruha
Jyothi, Gruha Lakshmi and
Yuva Nidhi - by the State
government.

Intervening during
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah’s reply on the mo-
tion of thanks to the Gover-
nor’s address to the joint
session of the State legisla-
ture, Mr. Bommai accused
the government of “telling
lies” to the people through
the Governor’s address,
where it was stated that
more than �ve crore peo-

ple were coming out of the
poverty line and rising to
the middle class status ow-
ing to guarantees schemes.

Mr. Bommai said incen-
tive of ₹5 per litre of milk
amounting to ₹757 crore to
8.65 lakh milk producers
had not been transferred.
The incentive has not been

paid for six months, he
added.

The government has
claimed that it had ful�lled
97% of announcements
made in the last year’s Bud-
get. Mr. Bommai said only
noti�cations have been is-
sued and works have not
yet started. The govern-

ment said that ₹3,000
crore had been earmarked
for the Kalyana Karnataka
Development Board and
action plan had been ap-
proved for 5,468 works.
But only a few works were
completed till last year.
The incumbent govern-
ment had claimed the
achievements of the pre-
vious BJP government as its
achievements, the former
Chief Minister alleged.

On the Centre’s delay in
the release of ₹5,300 crore
for the Upper Bhadra Pro-
ject, Mr. Bommai said the
State government has not
submitted a proposal as
per procedure to avail
funding under the Acceler-
ated Irrigation Bene�ts
Programme. Finance Mi-
nister Nirmala Sitharaman
said the Centre would re-
lease funds if the latter fol-
lowed the procedure, Mr.
Bommai said. 

Bommai’s challenge to State govt. 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Former Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai speaking in the

Legislative Assembly. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Kannada and Culture Mi-
nister Shivaraj Tangadagi
on Tuesday expressed dis-
appointment over meagre
funds released for re-
search and development
of Kannada after it was de-
clared as a classical
language.

What Hindi gets
Speaking in the Legislative
Council on Tuesday dur-
ing the discussion on the
Kannada Language Com-
prehensive Development
(Amendment) Bill, 2024,
that was later passed un-
animously, the Minister
said that while Hindi re-
ceived ₹ 1,000 crore, Kan-
nada received a meagre ₹3
crore for research. 

“There has been grave
injustice in this issue. Let
there be discussion on it,”
he said. When the Leader
of the Opposition Kota Sri-
nivas Poojary suggested

that this discussion should
be taking place in Parlia-
ment, the Minister pointed
out that there were 25 BJP
members of Parliament. 

The Bill seeks to man-
date 60% usage of Kanna-
da in signboards displayed
by commercial establish-
ments across the State.
The Bill had been earlier
passed by the Legislative
Assembly. “The establish-

ment violating the norm
will lose its trade licence
during renewal. Penalty
will also be imposed. An
enforcement wing will be
set up to monitor the im-
plementation,. A mobile
app will be developed to
enable citizens to lodge
complaints,” Mr. Tangada-
gi said. 

Job reservation
Meanwhile, on the issue of
job reservation to Kanna-
digas, the Minister said
that every industry will be
asked to display a dash-
board that would provide
details on total jobs in the
industry and and jobs gi-
ven to Kannadigas as well
as non-Kannadigas.

Minister bemoans meagre
allocation to Kannada research 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Kannada and Culture Minister

Shivaraj Tangadagi speaking in

the Legislatve Council. 

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Industries Minister M.B.
Patil on Tuesday said that
he would convene a meet-
ing with IT major Infosys
Ltd. to discuss non-utilisa-
tion of land allotted by
KIADB in Hubballi.

Responding to a ques-
tion from BJP member S.V.
Sankanur, the Minister said
that as per the conditions
of allotment, the company
was to have used the allot-
ted land parcel of 43.05
acres and generate em-
ployment for 1,000 people
within two years of allot-
ment as per the original
condition. The land was al-
lotted in January 2015, he
added. 

Only 280 jobs
“So far, they have utilised
20 acres and have generat-
ed employment for 280
persons. I will convene a
meeting with them to see
what plans they have for
the remaining land and
generation of employment
besides overall develop-
ment of the region. If they
are not interested in deve-
loping the land, we will is-
sue notice and take the re-
maining land back,” he
said. 

Earlier, Mr. Sankanur
pointed out that though al-
lotment of prime land near
the airport was made nine
years ago at a cost of ₹50
lakh per acre, the compa-
ny had failed to develop
the land besides failing to
adhere to the original land
allotment conditions. “It
was widely believed that
the arrival of Infosys in
Hubballi would help in de-
velopment of North Karna-
taka. Since the company
has failed to comply with
the conditions, will the go-
vernment take back the
land?” he asked. 

Govt. to hold
meeting with
Infosys on
non-utilisation
of land

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government an-
nouncing compensation of
₹15 lakh to the family of a
person from Wayanad in
Kerala, who died following
an attack by an elephant
from the State, has now
triggered a controversy. 

Opposition BJP ques-
tioned the rationale be-
hind the move and re-
leased a letter to show that
it was done at the behest of
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi. 

A release by the Forest
Department had explained
that the decision to pay
compensation to Ajeesh,
who died in the elephant

attack in Wayanad, had
been taken in view of a re-
quest from the elected re-
presentatives and the go-
vernment of Kerala.

On social media plat-
form X, BJP Karnataka unit
president B.Y. Vijayendra
posted a letter by Karnata-
ka Forest Minister to Rahul
Gandhi, who is an MP from
Kerala. In the letter, the Mi-
nister informs that he has
released compensation, as
per the advise of AICC gen-
eral secretary Rahul Gand-
hi, after taking consent
from Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah. 

“The Karnataka govern-
ment’s outrageous misuse
of Karnataka taxpayers’
funds to curry favour with

Rahul Gandhi is utterly dis-
graceful,” he said. Amidst
‘crippling drought’, the
Congress government
‘shamelessly prioritises
pleasing Rahul Gandhi’ ov-
er addressing the State’s
urgent needs. 

“Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and his cohorts
must be held accountable
for unethically looting Kar-
nataka taxpayers’ money &
State treasury to cater to
Congress High Command’s
greed,” he posted on X. 

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Assembly R.
Ashok said: “Is Karnataka
the personal property of
the Congress to release
funds from Kannadigas’
tax to Kerala victim?”

BJP objects to payment of aid to
jumbo attack victim in Kerala 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

IN THE LEGISLATURE

The State government has
sent a proposal to the
Centre to announce mini-
mum support price for dry
grapes to support farmers
a�ected by the decline in
prices.

Minister Shivanand Patil
told the Legislative Council
that the State government
has proposed MSP for dry
grapes as the prices had
declined over the previous
years, and that the State
was yet to hear from the
Centre. 

On the demand to sup-
ply dry grapes to school-
children, the Minister said
that the government will
consider it to meet their
nutritional needs.

MSP proposed
for dry grapes 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

DEATH
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BANGALORE, Feb. 20: The drop in the daily
in�ow of milk and the non-availability of milk
powder has a�ected supply from the Bangalore
Dairy to consumers in the city.

The dairy authorities have enforced a 10 per
cent cut in supplies to distributing agents
following the fall in the in�ow from 72,000 litres
a day to 65,000 litres. The cut to the distributors
has resulted in consumers not getting their
quota. There have also been complaints from
some areas that the distributors are demanding
higher rate.

The reason for the fall in in�ow is attributed
to the onset of summer. While in the past, the
dairy used to make up the fall by reconstituting
the milk using powder, this year, it may �nd it
di�cult to do so because of the non-availability
of milk powder.

FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 21, 1974

Milk supply to Bangalore
a�ected 

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

BANGALORE, Feb. 20: The Karnataka
Government has o�ered to give the Centre all
assistance for starting a processing unit for
preparing “balahar” (children’s food) using
indigenous food. Balahar is to be given to
schoolchildren under the mid-day meal scheme.

The Centre has constituted a team to review
the mid-day meal schemes in di�erent states
and to suggest the location of processing units to
prepare “balahar to make the scheme
“self-reliant.”

State Government o�cers recently had a
discussion in Delhi on the mid-day meal scheme
with particular reference to its expansion in the
�fth plan.

Mid-day meal scheme
to be extended 

I
n the introduction to
his latest book, One &
Half, Deepak Sridhar

calls the city his muse, re-
counting things that he
considers unique to it: the
crisp breeze you feel on
your shirt at 8 p.m., the oc-
casional shade from a tree
twice your age or the
warmth from the ghee
melting on your dosa. As
someone who has spent
nearly �ve-sixth of his life
in Bengaluru, the now Ca-
nada-based Deepak, who,
in his bio, describes him-
self as a corporate lawyer,
Biryani delivery boy and
full-time “Bangalore bar
uncle” considers himself a
true-blue Bengaluru boy.

The book, in many
ways, is a testament to this
fact, o�ering a very inside
view of the city through
the decades. From the av-
erage Bengalurean’s com-
plicated relationship with
the Queen‘s English and
autorickshaws to the city’s
vibrant music, start-up and
tech culture, the ubiquity
of wristband-wearing un-
cles striding through it on
their morning walk in the
90s, the aggressive school
spirits of students from in-
stitutions like Josephs, Cot-
tons and Sophias and the
immortal legacy of the ac-
tor Rajkumar and his pro-
geny, One & Half is �lled
with small, minute details
and anecdotes that have
shaped and segued into

the fabric of Bengaluru.
Part memoir, part com-

mentary with plenty of in-
side jokes thrown in, the
book is, as Deepak writes,
“my small tribute to this
ever-changing city that mil-
lions and millions of peo-
ple, including me, call
home. He also admits in
his acknowledgements
that while both the city
and he have changed a lot
over the years, no other
place has been as generous
with the benne on his dosa
or little moments of joy.
“Please accept maadi.” 

Pandemic connection 
For Deepak, who grew up
in a house �lled with books
and always read a lot, “the
idea of writing something
was baking in my head,” he

says. But it took a while for
him actually to get to it.
COVID and the ensuing
limbo it induced world-
wide appear to have been
the catalyst that triggered
his writing journey.

Cut to March 2020. Dee-
pak and his wife, who were
living in Delhi back then,
had planned on moving
out of India and were all
set to leave by May that
year. “I quit my job be-
cause we thought we were
leaving the country,” re-
calls Deepak, who was sup-
posed to spend a couple of
months back home before
leaving for Canada, little
knowing that those two
months would stretch into
two years.

“Almost three months

after we moved, we �gured
nothing was happening,”
he says. Around this time,
his wife signed him up for a
writing course with Mum-
bai-based writer and pod-
caster Amit Varma, host of
the popular weekly pod-
cast The Seen and the Un-
seen. “When I did
the course in 2020, the
�rst thing he (Varma) said
was that if I wanted to

write, I should try and
write as much as possible,”
recalls Deepak.

To sustain this writing
habit, he began a weekly
newsletter capturing the

�rst year of the pandem-
ic, the compilation of
which would become his
�rst book, Home for the
Hallidays, which came out
in 2022. Talking about the

structure of this �rst book,
which he decided to self-
publish, he says it is divid-
ed into 52 chapters, one re-
presenting every week of
that rather memorable

time period, taking its
reader on “a bumpy Ban-
galore auto ride through
the Zeitgeist of 2020: En-
counter Killings that have
better plots than Race 2,
Donald Trump and the
horses of Philadelphia, IPL
matches with no crowds,
breaking a �xed deposit to
buy petrol and much
more.”

Even though it took a lit-
tle longer to come out, a
large chunk of One & Half
was written around that
same time, says Deepak.
“Building an audience on-
line forced me to write
things ... was one way of

keeping me accountable ...
committed to writing,” he
adds, pointing out that in
today’s day and age, it is
hard to �nd an audience
for your writing unless you
can directly reach people.

A city in �ux 
If you’ve been in Bengalu-
ru long enough, you’re
likely to have encountered
two sorts of people: newer
entrants who �nd that the
everyday inconveniences
of terrible tra�c, bad
roads, water shortages and
frequent �oods are easily
o�set by the opportunities
and entertainment the city
provides and the old-tim-
ers who frequently mourn
the cleaner, quieter, green-
er city (when it was still
called Bangalore) of yore.  

Deepak, despite decid-
edly being a “local” inhabi-
tant, does not seem to fall
in either camp. While trac-
es of nostalgia for the laid-
back city of the 90s, highly
cosmopolitan even back
then, do occasionally seep
into the book, the overall

tone is remarkably for-
ward-looking, unusual for
a long-time resident of
Bengaluru. 

“The city has evolved
over the years, and there
are many parts of it that I
would feel alienated from,”
agrees Deepak, who be-
lieves that change of this
sort is inevitable in any
place. 

“I don’t see the changes
as being negative. I just
think that enough change
has happened that it is
time to document all the
di�erent phases rather
than think about what it
used to be like.  

Not dualities
According to him, people
seem to paint the city in
dualities often. “People go
from thinking about Ban-
galore as this start-up city,
the Silicon Valley of India,
to going back to (remem-
bering it as) a pensioner’s
paradise and hill station,”
he says. “There is this
whole phase in between
where you can see things
changing, and that is what
I was trying to capture in
the book.” 

Despite the cultural ho-
mogeneity that has seeped
into most big Indian cities,
Bengaluru still continues
to hold her own, in his opi-
nion. “Even with all this
crazy start-up mania, etc.,
it will take a lot of steroids
to make Bangalore func-
tion the way Bombay
does,” says Deepak, who is
currently working on a
work of �ction. “I don’t
think it is a language or re-
gion thing. We have always
had people from everywh-
ere, “he says, adding
that the city continues to
o�er certain quirks.

And yes, in spite of cli-
mate change and the rising
mercury levels, the still re-
latively temperate cli-
mate continues to be a ma-
jor Bengaluru  USP. “There
are still days, perhaps once
in six months, when the
weather inspires you to do
nothing all day,” says Dee-
pak, who believes that this
spoils one completely.
“Any other place you go is
either too hot or too cold.”

Reminiscences of an old Bangalore boy

Deepak Sridhar says while both the city and he have changed a lot

over the years, no other place has been as generous with the benne

on his dosa or little moments of joy. K. MURALI KUMAR 

Deepak Sridhar’s One & Half is part memoir, part commentary on Bengaluru, �lled with small, minute details and anecdotes that have shaped and segued into the fabric of the city 

Preeti Zachariah 
BENGALURU

People go from thinking about Bangalore as this start-up city, the Silicon Valley of India, to going back to (remembering it as) a pensioner’s

paradise and hill station, says the author. BHAGYA PRAKASH K.

‘The city has evolved over the years, and there are many parts of it that I would feel alienated from,’ says

Deepak Sridhar (left), who believes that change of this sort is inevitable in any place. K. MURALI KUMAR 

There are two sorts
of people: newer
entrants who �nd
that the everyday
inconveniences are
o�set by the
opportunities and
entertainment the
city provides and the
old-timers who
mourn the cleaner,
quieter city

B
engaluru-based
IDC Kitchen (Idli,
Dosa, Co�ee), a

chain of vegetarian south
Indian self-service
restaurants, has secured
₹1.5 crore debt from Peter
Thiel’s Valar
Ventures-backed �nancing
platform Velocity.

The funds will be
directed towards
marketing initiatives and
other inventory-related
expenses, enhancing IDC’s
outreach and sustaining its
commitment to delivering
an authentic south Indian
culinary experience. 

Abhishek Baldota,
Director of IDC - Idli Dosa
Co�ee, said, “As we
embark on the next phase
of our journey, IDC
Kitchen signi�es more
than just a culinary
service. It’s a
transformative culinary
journey. With the support
of Velocity and the
unwavering love of our
patrons, we are thrilled to
bring the essence of south
India to doorsteps across
the nation. This new
chapter, fueled by the
recent funding from
Velocity, allows us to not

only maintain our high
standards, but also elevate
the IDC experience for our
valued customers. We are
passionate about
rede�ning the dining

landscape and are eager to
share the authentic taste
of south India with
enthusiasts everywhere.”

Established in 2012, IDC
Kitchen has been a
prominent player in the
quick service restaurant
(QSR) space in India.
Starting with a single
outlet, IDC expanded to 11
locations in Bengaluru,
two in Mumbai and one in
Raichur. It currently
records ₹30 crore in
annual revenue annum. 

Atul Khichariya, COO &

co-founder of Velocity,
said, “At Velocity, we are
thrilled to contribute to
the growth and success of
IDC through our recent
funding of ₹1.5 crore. This
partnership opens up new
avenues in the dynamic
landscape of restaurants
and QSR chains. We
believe that IDC’s
commitment to
authenticity and
innovation aligns
seamlessly with our vision.
I am con�dent that this
infusion of funds will not

only fuel IDC’s brand
growth, but also set new
benchmarks in the
restaurant and QSR
industry. We look forward
to witnessing the
continued success of IDC
as it persistently rede�nes
the culinary experience
for patrons across India.”

According to Mordor
Intelligence, the QSR
market size is expected to
be valued at $38.71 billion
(approximately ₹320,330
thousand crore) by 2029,
compared to its current
valuation of $25.46 billion
(approximately ₹211,350
thousand crore). The rise
of online food ordering
and factors such as low
start-up costs, ease of
operations, and localised
menus, are expected to
drive the growth further in
the coming years. 

Given the favourable
demand outlook, the
domestic QSR industry is
looking at an aggressive
store capex over the
medium term.

Velocity has funded a
range of restaurants and
cloud kitchens, including
Caters Point, Brahma
Brews, BurgerRama, Jamie
Oliver’s Pizzeria, Oven
Fresh, Crave by Leena,
and Smoor.

Culinary journey: Bengaluru-based IDC Kitchen
raises ₹1.5 crore from Peter Thiel-backed Velocity 
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The funds will used for marketing and other inventory-related expenses 

One of the IDC Kitchen outlets in Bengaluru. 

Abhishek Baldota, IDC Director 

The Bharatiya Sama-
gana Sabha will present its
15th Annual Music Festival
titled “Kashi Svara Cauv-
ery” from February 22 to
25 at Chowdiah Memorial
Hall in Vyalikaval.

The four-day festival fea-
tures Hindustani music by
Mahesh Kale (Feb. 22), Car-
natic music by Sandeep Na-
rayan (Feb. 23), Carnatic
vocal by Ramakrishna
Murthy (Feb. 24), Carnatic
vocal duet by Ranjanii-
Gayatri on (Feb 25), daily
from 7 p.m.

The festival also features
concerts by Shubhendra
Rao (sitar) and Suma Sud-
hindra (veena); Kashi San-
tavani by Sooryagayathri,
Kashi Dhanvantri, Hindus-
tani music (�ute) by Anir-
ban Roy at 5.30 p.m. daily
from Feb 22 to 24 respec-
tively. 

The programme begins
at 4.45 p.m. on Feb. 22 to
24 and on February 25, it
will commence at 5 p.m.

On the concluding day
of the festival on February
25, the Sabha will confer
the 12th Samagana Math-
anga National award to My-
sore Nagaraj and Dr. My-
sore Manjunath, popularly
known as Mysore brothers.

Four-day
music festival
in city from
tomorrow 

The Hindu Bureau 
BENGALURU
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S
ituated on the bus-
tling Kasturba
Road, Bengaluru’s
Museum of Art

and Photography (MAP)
completes a year since
opening on February 18
last year. The ethos of the
museum has always been
to preserve India’s rich le-
gacy of art by democratis-
ing art and culture whilst
ensuring inclusivity and
accessibility to diverse au-
diences. 

In line with this objec-
tive, MAP has introduced a
new initiative where they
make use of their road-fac-
ing screen to showcase art-
work by new artists. “In-
volving our community in
the arts and culture scene
is an important part of
making MAP truly inclu-
sive for all. Through our
road-facing screen initia-
tive, #AtMAP, we want to
engage the Indian art com-
munity to directly contri-
bute to art at the mu-
seum,” says Shaina
Jagtiani, Head of Commu-
nications and PR, at MAP.

“Our goal is to celebrate
emerging artists and give
them a chance to claim
their space as well as share
their unique ideas and per-
spectives. As an institu-
tion, we recognise our part
in fostering the communi-
ty by providing a platform
where talent can be show-

cased to a larger au-
dience,” she adds. 

Unique themes and
community-building
initiative
#AtMAP was started in De-
cember 2023, with an in-
augural theme, ‘New
Year’. Their second theme,
in line with MAP’s �rst an-
niversary has been ‘Birth-
days’, for the months of Ja-
nuary and February 2024.
As part of this initiative,
MAP solicits entries from

artists who submit their
artwork with a description
with their perspective, un-
derstanding and interpre-
tation of the theme. 

“This description allows
us to have a well-rounded
appreciation for the works
submitted. Post a larger
deliberation, shortlisted
works are selected to be
displayed. However, as we
strongly believe that art is
subjective, we are actively
trying to come up with
new ideas to showcase all

the works we receive. This
can be done through our
social media platforms or
through our newsletter,”

says Shaina.
She further adds that

another key aspect they
consider are viewers who
pass by the museum and
look at the screen. Hence,
work that would intrigue
and resonate with passers-
by are also chosen.

Thus, #AtMAP is an in-
itiative created to build a
community. Through such
initiatives, individuals are
brought together and en-
couraged to showcase
their talents. “We believe

we are a museum for the
people and these activities
allow individuals to see
MAP as a space where they
are not only welcome, but
also where their artworks
are as well. #AtMAP invites
our audiences and visitors
to connect their craft to
the museum. We believe
that giving these prompts
also allows artists to push
the boundaries of their
practice to create someth-
ing unique.”

Diverse submissions
#AtMAP has de�nitely
piqued the curiosity of pe-
ople with varied interests
and expressions, and the
museum has been receiv-
ing a diverse set of submis-
sions in terms of age
groups and geographic lo-
cations, resulting in a rich

pool of community art-
work. From professional il-
lustrators, to beginners
trying their hand at art,
their submission inbox has
become a treasure trove of
creative expression.

“One of the submissions
we have received is a work
of plastic upcycling
through various media. In
the artwork titled “Plastic
Cityscape”, the artist has
used plastic wrappers to
present a connection bet-
ween urban development
and the plastic waste it
generates. This can be
viewed as the rebirth of re-
cycled plastic and hence, it
�ts in with our birthday
theme. Another submis-
sion is a memoir, captured
in a photograph of a friend
preparing for someone’s
birthday. Yet another, is a

nationally recognised
painter’s artwork explor-
ing abstract wonder,” ex-
plains Shaina.

Looking ahead
The #AtMAP prompt in
March is expected to be
vintage postcards, focus-
ing on love, joy and the
sending of news. The mu-
seum which was ranked
one of the top 20 cultural
spots by National Geo-
graphic in its annual ‘Best
of the World 2024’ list, will
be collaborating with
Smoor for their �rst anni-
versary. A curated dessert,
which is expected to liter-
ally be art on a plate, will
be launched to commemo-
rate MAP’s anniversary, at
three Smoor outlets in the
city — Lavelle Road, Indira-
nagar and White�eld. 

How #MAP is a true showcase of art for
the people, by the people 

Broader canvas Inviting visitors to connect their craft to the museum. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The latest initiative by Museum of Art and Photography is a celebration of their �rst anniversary 

Rashmi Gopal Rao

Involving our
community in the arts
and culture scene is an
important part of
making MAP truly
inclusive for all

SHAINA JAGTIANI

Tucked away in HRS
layout, North Star Café
emerges as a beacon of sus-
tainability in the bustling
café scene of the city.
Whether one prefers cof-
fee on the go or a cosy sit-
down experience, this
freshly minted café by De-
vanshi Tripathi promises
to satiate the desire of all
café enthusiasts. From eth-

ically sourcing the
beans from small
and medium-
scale farmers to
sustainable
packaging,
Devanshi’s
venture is a
way of “pro-
moting local
roasters and
suppliers who
prioritize sustainabil-
ity.” 

The decor is a blend of
minimalism, modernity
and luxury, setting itself
apart from the convention-
al grey and wooden pa-
lettes. 

At North Star, sustaina-
bility is the hero ingre-
dient, “We have adopted
eco-friendly and biode-
gradable packing options.
Biodegradable cups, lids,
boxes, paper bags and
straws are made from ma-
terials such as cornstarch
or recycled paper to help
minimize the environmen-
tal impact of disposable
items,” says Devanshi.
Even the co�ee beans are
composted to minimize
the overall waste genera-

tion. 
The menu pro-
vides a unique

dining expe-
rience, balanc-
ing the need for
quick bites with
comforting �a-

vours that blend
seamlessly with

their wide variety of
co�ee options. The

co�ee comes from around
the world like Italian Café

Shakeratto, the Indian Bel-
lada Style Co�ee, and the
Mexican Café de Olla. 

We tried the Vietna-
mese-styled iced co�ee,
the fresh aroma of freshly
brewed co�ee reminiscent
of the lively markets of
Vietnam. The tri-star cof-
fee, which incorporates
co�ee, in-house chocolate
and whiskey shots is a dif-
ferent take on regular es-
pressos and lattes. The
food is equally delightful
we tried their eggs bened-
ict, the classic New York
breakfast dish with toast
and poached egg topped
with a creamy sauce is the
one dish that really stood
out. We also tried their
avocado toast, perfect for
an all-day breakfast option. 

For dessert, we opted
for the lotus bisco� crois-
sant, the �aky croissant
with bisco� creme. A must-
try in North Star. We ended
our desert hunt with tira-
misu pancake with vanilla
mascarpone cream, sa-
voiardi biscuit crumbs
topped with co�ee syrup is
a sweet �avour bomb in
your mouth. 

For co�ee and
conversations 
Priyamedha Dutta

Feast for the eye and soul A

glimpse of the menu at North

Star Cafe SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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FEBRUARY 21

ArtMantram presents a corporate satire,
Turnaround as part of the ongoing Karnataka
Kalotsava. 
The play is based on a short story by Sriram
Iyer, adapted and directed by Prakash
Belawadi and will be staged by the group
Centre for Film and Drama.
At Bangalore International Centre Auditorium
(BĪC), 7pm. It is open to all.

Corporate satire on stage

CITYBEATS
�

FEBRUARY 24, 25

Attend a two-day introductory level theatre
workshop called Facing the Wall (Theatre of
Oppressed Workshop). The process will
include playmaking, forum theatre and
facilitation leading into a collective building
and the workshop will culminate into few
forum plays. 
At Lahe Lahe, 10am onwards. Bookings on
BookMyShow and venue. 

Introductory workshop

FEBRUARY 24

The book, The Woman on the Red Oxide
Floor, by Shikhandin, will be launched in the
city. Published by Red River Story, an imprint
of Red River, India, this book is the third in
the series. 
In this book, the cosmic and the material,
human world �ow into each other, at times at
cross currents. 
At Atta Galatta, 6pm. Call 9632510126.

Book launch

If you live in Vidyaranyapu-
ra, then a brisk evening
walk is sure to land you at
the �rst block, which hous-
es a range of food trucks
once the sun sets. The
trucks are parked at short
intervals right from a little
ahead of the Bell White
Square Apartment to All
Seasons Mart. 

If you think a walk in
this area is an ideal way to
lose weight you might as
well give up on that idea
right away. When you
reach the �rst block, you
are sweaty and famished
and, the aroma from the
various food trucks is a
sure shot invitation to in-
dulge. The best part is you
can pamper yourself from
the select menu that any
one truck o�ers or make
the walk back a return buf-
fet experience by grabbing
a bite at every food truck
that captivates your crav-
ings. We pass the falooda
truck, the tender coconut
water seller and then a few
more steps and we land
right in front of Mom’s Pad-
du Stall. It is the tiniest of
food carts on this road, but
the busiest of the lot. 

Valliamma, the 52-year-
old lady who started this
enterprise two years ago,
runs it e�ciently. She
stands close to a stove
placed over burning coals,
leaning backwards as her
hands deftly pour out the
rice and fenugreek batter
onto the large iron mould.
Her husband, Shekhar,
fans the coals to keep the
�re and wood burning. Val-
liamma, waits for a minute
and then dips her ladle in-
to an aluminium box and
douses the paddus with
ghee all the while smiling
and making polite conver-
sation with her customers.

Before starting the pad-
du stall, Valliamma “was
selling bondas and bajjis in
Thindlu circle. I gave it up
when I had to stay home to

help my children with
their studies. Once their
education was done, I
worked as a tailor in a gar-
ment factory, but the long
hours of sitting took a toll
on my legs and feet and I
had to give that up too,”
says Valliamma as she uses
a long aluminium pin to
turn the half-cooked pad-
dus in their mould and
douse them with more
ghee. 

“That is when I decided
to start a food stall again. I
did not want to serve un-
healthy snacks. My mother
is a brilliant cook. We
come from a rural back-
ground where we cook
fresh and healthy food.
Packaged and oily food is
something we avoid. Since
I learnt cooking from her, I
decided to sell paddus. It is
not only �lling but also
healthy and there is no one
in this area that sells pad-
dus.” 

Valliamma picks the

paddus with the long pin
again and drops them into
a plastic plate, which she
hands to Shekhar, who
with precision and speed,
dips a ladle into a bucket
and draws out a red chut-
ney and pours it on to the
plate, then again into the
next bucket and draws out
a green chutney and hands
the plates to the hungry
customers. Valliamma
makes the paddu batter
from scratch and are
served with a tomato and
mint chutney. 

A plate comes with six
paddus and is priced at
₹40. Apart from paddu,
Valliamma also sells mush-
room biryani, priced at
₹60 a plate. Valliamma says
she puts up her stall
around 5pm and closes
once everything is sold.
Shekar, Valliamma says
helps tremendously. “Be-
sides selling at the stall,
there are a lot of takeaways
that we cater to.”

Paddus that pack a punch 
Shilpa Anandraj

STREET TREATS

A dash of health and taste Valliamma makes everything from

scratch. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

EATING OUT

�

North Star Cafe

Hits: Eggs Benedict

Misses: None

Pocket Pinch for two: ₹400
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy rainfall/snowfall likely at isolated

places over Arunachal Pradesh. Thunderstorm with lightning/gusty

winds/hailstorm likely at isolated places over Jammu & Kashmir,

Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,

Jharkhand, Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura and Sikkim 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......28.6...... 15.7 Kozhikode ....................... —......35.2...... 26.6

Ahmedabad............. —......32.5...... 20.4 Kurnool ........................... —......37.4...... 22.6

Aizawl ...................... —......28.5...... 10.4 Lucknow.......................... —......30.0...... 15.2

Allahabad ................ —......32.2...... 15.0 Madurai ........................... —......35.2...... 23.5

Bengaluru................ —......33.0...... 19.4 Mangaluru....................... —......33.2...... 23.5

Bhopal ..................... —......32.8...... 16.6 Mumbai ........................... —......32.9...... 20.0

Bhubaneswar .......... —......37.0...... 22.1 Mysuru............................. —......... —...... 13.9

Chandigarh...........10.2......24.8...... 15.9 New Delhi.......................2.6......28.1...... 14.7

Chennai ................... —......32.5...... 24.1 Patna............................... —......30.1...... 14.4

Coimbatore ............. —......34.2...... 22.2 Port Blair ......................... —......31.0...... 21.8

Dehradun...................4......25.6...... 12.8 Puducherry ..................... —......33.2...... 23.2

Gangtok ................... —......14.8........ 7.4 Pune ................................ —......34.3...... 13.0

Goa........................... —......31.6...... 22.4 Raipur.............................. —......34.4...... 21.7

Guwahati ................. —......27.4...... 12.4 Ranchi ............................. —......30.1...... 18.0

Hubballi ................... —......36.0...... 19.0 Shillong ........................... —......18.3........ 7.4

Hyderabad............... —......34.7...... 19.7 Shimla ..........................14.2......15.0........ 3.9

Imphal ..................... —......24.7........ 6.1 Srinagar...........................29........3.0....... -0.7

Jaipur ...................... —......29.1...... 18.8 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......33.6...... 24.5

Kochi........................ —......33.2...... 26.2 Tiruchi ............................. —......34.5...... 22.6

Kohima .................... —......18.5........ 7.0 Vijayawada...................... —......34.2...... 21.0

Kolkata .................... —......31.6...... 24.7 Visakhapatnam................ —......31.5...... 23.2

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Nalbari, Assam

recorded an overall air

quality index (AQI) score

of 337 indicating an

unhealthy level of

pollution. In contrast,

Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 34

Ahmedabad ..... .19 ..17 .46 ...161 ...107 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .10 ..17 .23 .....86 ...115 ......*

Chennai............ ...4 ..21 .62 ...140 ...137 ......*

Delhi ................. .22 ..97 .64 ...292 ...215 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ...4 ..29 .30 .....63 ...104 ......*

Kolkata............. .26 ..22 .33 .....89 ...103 ......*

Lucknow........... ...3 ..40 .53 ...145 ...147 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...2 ..27 .18 .....93 ...154 ......*

Pune ................. .89 112 113 .....62 ....76 ......*

Visakhapatnam .11 ..51 .30 ...102 ...126 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease
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T
he High Court of
Karnataka has or-
dered the issue of

notice to the State govern-
ment and the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI)
on a petition seeking a
fresh investigation into the
2012 case of rape and mur-
der of 17-year-old Soujanya,
who was a student of SDM
College, Ujire, near Dhar-
masthala, in Dakshina Kan-
nada district.

Justice K. Natarajan
passed the order recently

on the petition �led by
Chandappa Gowda, father
of the victim. 

To Division Bench
The court also ordered
placing the petition before
the Chief Justice for posting
it before a Division Bench
as per the request made by
the advocate for the peti-
tioner. The advocate had
requested the court to tag
the petition along with an
appeal, �led by the CBI
against the trial court’s ver-
dict of acquitting the sole
accused, which is pending
consideration before a Divi-

sion Bench. While contend-
ing that Santosh Rao, who
was acquitted by the trial
court in June 2023, was not
the person who had com-
mitted the alleged crime,

the petitioner has sought a
direction to the CBI to con-
stitute a special investiga-
tion team and book three
alleged accused persons,
who were earlier named

before the trial court, and
prosecute them as per the
law. The petitioner had
claimed that the CBI’s in-
vestigation did not attempt
to unearth the faults com-
mitted by the original in-
vestigation o�cer attached
to the Belthangady police
station in nabbing the real
culprits, and the subse-
quent investigation and
chargesheet �led by the in-
vestigation o�cer of the
Criminal Investigation De-
partment of the State go-
vernment. Also, the peti-
tioner sought a direction to
the State government to in-

itiate action against the in-
vestigation o�cer, who
failed to conduct a proper
investigation at the initial
stage soon after the
registration of the case, as
per the observations made
by the trial court in its or-
der. The victim’s father in
2018 �led a petition seek-
ing a re-investigation and
the High Court in 2021 dis-
missed this petition. The
High Court had also set
aside the order of the trial
court, which had arraigned
three other persons as ac-
cused based on an applica-
tion �led by victim’s father.

Karnataka HC issues notice to State, CBI on
plea by Soujanya’s father seeking fresh probe
Petitioner seeks direction to CBI to constitute SIT and book three alleged accused persons who were earlier named before the trial court

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The High Court of Karnata-
ka has stayed the Wildlife
(Protection and Surrender
of Undeclared Wildlife or
Animal Article, trophy, or
uncured trophy) (Karnata-
ka) Rules, 2024, and res-
trained the authorities
from carrying out further
proceedings based on this
rule till March 18 in respect
of two petitioners from Ko-
dagu district. Justice M. Na-
gaprasanna passed the in-
terim order on a petition
�led by Ranji Poonacha
P.A. of Virajpet and K.A.
Kuttappa of Napoklu in Ma-
dikeri taluk. 

The petitioners have

questioned the legality of
the Rules, noti�ed on Janu-
ary 10, 2024, giving 90
days to the public to sur-
render undeclared wildlife
or animal articles, trophy,
or uncured trophy, if the
same was not declared
within 30 days as per the
noti�cation issued when
the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, was brought into
force 50 years ago. 

The new rule was intro-
duced after the recent epi-
sode of several prominent
persons allegedly possess-
ing tiger claws. 

Kodavas possess them
“The Rules are illegal,
without authority in law,”
it has been contended in
the petition.

It has been pointed out
in the petition that a large

number of Kodavas pos-
sess several types of wil-
dlife articles that are main-
ly inherited from their
forefathers and possession
of such article by inheri-
tance is permitted in the
1972 Act. However, the pro-
vision of the Rules is con-
trary to the Act as it man-
dates all persons to
surrender the wildlife
articles.

‘ Arbitrary’
The petitioners have also
termed the Rules as
arbitrary as it strangely
proposes to prosecute per-
sons, who surrender the
wildlife articles in response
to these Rules, if it was
found that possession of
such articles was contrary
to the provisions of the
1972 Act.

Two petitioners from Kodagu
get HC stay on new rules for
surrendering wildlife articles

FROM THE COURT

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

In their �rst electoral out-
ing as National Democratic
Alliance partners in Karna-
taka, the BJP and JD(S) suf-
fered a setback on Tuesday
as their nominee was de-
feated by P. Puttanna of the
Congres, who retained his
seat from the Bangalore
Teachers’ constituency in
the Legislative Council for
the �fth time.

The former Deputy
Chairman of the Council
and four-time MLC Mr. Put-
tanna polled 8,260 votes,
defeating Janata Dal (Secu-
lar) candidate A.P. Ranga-
nath by a margin of 1,507
votes. Mr. Ranganath, who
lost to Mr. Puttanna for the
second time in a row,
polled 6,753 votes. Mr. Put-

tanna will get a three-year
term. With the result, Mr.
Puttanna has recorded
wins to the Legislative
Council from all the three
parties. While the polling
took place on February 16,
counting was taken up on
Tuesday. 

According to the Elec-
tion Commission, a total of
16,541 votes had been
polled of which 1,239 were
declared invalid. 

The seat fell vacant as
the incumbent, Mr. Puttan-
na, who was earlier elected
to the Council on BJP ticket
in 2020, quit BJP and re-
signed from his member-
ship from the House to join
Congress in March 2023.
He later unsuccessfully
contested against BJP
leader S. Suresh Kumar
from Rajajinagar Assembly

constituency in May 2023.
Before joining the BJP in
2020, Mr. Puttanna was a
member of the Council
elected on JD(S) ticket.

The run-up to the elec-
tion saw BJP legislator from
Yeshwantpur and former
Minister S.T. Somashekar
being accused of working
for the Congress nominee
instead of the NDA nomi-
nee. 

Council composition
With the win, the strength
of the ruling Congress will
increase to 30 in the 75-
member Upper House
while BJP and JD(S) have 34
and 8 seats, respectively,
together controlling a ma-
jority. While another seat
remains vacant, the House
has an Independent mem-
ber and the Chairman. 

Setback to BJP-JD(S) alliance
as Puttanna retains Bangalore
Teachers’ constituency
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
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T
he Supreme Court of India has put on
pause an ambitious e�ort by the Centre
to amend India’s Forest (Conservation)

Act, 1980, that was brought in to check the wan-
ton razing of forests for ‘non-forestry uses’. Ac-
cording to the Centre, an estimated four million
hectares of forest land had been diverted from
1951-75. Under the provisions of the Act, forests
could no longer be diverted without adhering to a
regulatory mechanism by the Centre. As a mea-
sure of its success, the Centre calculates that from
1981-2022, the average annual diversion of forest
had reduced to about 22,000 hectares, or about a
tenth of what it was from 1951-75. However, the
provisions of this piece of legislation largely ap-
plied to forest tracts recognised as such by the In-
dia Forest Act, or any other State legislation. Ille-
gal timber-felling in Gudalur, Tamil Nadu,
triggered the landmark T.N. Godavarman Thiru-
mulpad judgment that saw the Court take an ex-
panded view of forest tracts worthy of protec-
tion. It also said that forests had to be protected
irrespective of how they were classi�ed and who
owned them. This brought in the concept of
‘deemed forests,’ or tracts that were not o�cially
classi�ed as such in government or revenue re-
cords. States were asked to constitute expert
committees to identify such ‘deemed forests.’ In
the 28 years that have passed since the judgment,
only a handful of States have constituted such
committees or made public the extent of such
‘deemed forests’ within their territories.

The Centre’s attempt to amend the Forest
(Conservation) Act was ostensibly to bring “clari-
ty” as there were large tracts of recorded forest
land that had already been put to non-forestry us-
es, with the permission of State governments.
There is apparently, the Centre says, a reluctance
among private citizens to cultivate private planta-
tions and orchards, despite their signi�cant eco-
logical bene�ts, for fear that they would be classi-
�ed as ‘forest’ (and thus render their ownership
void). India’s ambitions to create a carbon sink of
2.5 billion-3 billion tonnes, to meet its net zero
goals have required forest laws to be “dynamic”
and, therefore, the rules have sought to remove
‘deemed forest,’ not already recorded as such,
from the ambit of protection. This has triggered a
slew of public interest petitions as, on the face of
it, the amendments appear as an assault on the
Act’s ambition of forest protection. While a �nal
judgment is pending, the Court’s order to the
Centre to compile and make public, by April,
States’ e�orts at recording the extent of deemed
forests is welcome. At this point it is mere conjec-
ture on the part of the Centre that India’s carbon
sink is being impeded due to insu�cient private
initiative. Only a dispassionate assessment of
ground realities can drive forward this very im-
portant debate.

Calm assessment 
Clarity on the nature and extent of

‘deemed forest’ is essential

H
ealth is seldom uni-dimensional, and it
must not be seen as such. Government
policy, particularly, must fathom the en-

tirety of the issue, and assimilate multiple aspects
in a �eld strategy, for optimum realisation of the
intended goal. Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman’s announcement during the presen-
tation of the interim Budget that the government
plans to encourage vaccination against cervical
cancer for girls aged nine to 14, is no doubt a step
in the right direction. While the scheme will be
�eshed out post elections, it is also time to ques-
tion if any programme to handle cervical cancer
would be wholesome if it did not assimilate a
screening aspect. Cancer of the cervix (literally,
the neck of the womb) is unique among cancers
because almost all the cases (99%, according to
the World Health Organization) are linked to in-
fection with the human papillomavirus (HPV), a
common virus transmitted through sexual con-
tact. While most HPV infections resolve sponta-
neously and the women remain symptom-free,
persistent infection can lead to cervical cancer. It
is the second leading cause of cancer-related
deaths among women in India (over 77,000 an-
nually), and is estimated to be the second most
frequent cancer among Indian women between
15 and 44 years. While the good news is couched
in the availability of a vaccine, the sobering fact is
that the average national prevalence of cervical
cancer screening hovers at just under 2% and
outcomes depend on the stage of detection.

Ironically, cervical cancer can be easily diag-
nosed in a public health setting with minimal
tools — the human eye, a dilution of white vine-
gar, and a dab of Lugol’s iodine. These are known
as VIA and VILI tests and help look for precancer-
ous lesions and cancer, much before an advanced
stage of the disease can be picked up with cytol-
ogy. A simple, short procedure, cryotherapy, can
then be done while the patient is awake, to des-
troy the abnormal growth. Given that it is easy to
prevent, identify and treat cervical cancer, it is
unacceptable that so many women are dying of
the disease. As the government rolls out its vacci-
nation programme, it must also mandate screen-
ing right at the primary health centre, and if ab-
normalities are identi�ed, o�er cryotherapy right
then. It is unlikely that vaccination of young girls
alone will have a far-reaching impact in the short
and medium term. The only way to prevent
deaths is to deploy the entire assembly of tools as
part of a national cervical cancer control pro-
gramme, accessible to all women, irrespective of
age, education, a�ordability or social status.

Keep it wholesome 
National cervical cancer control scheme

must be made accessible to all

W
ith the 17th Lok Sabha having
ended, the stage is now set for the
general election. The �nal session
of Parliament, unfortunately,

proved to be as divisive as several of the previous
sessions, with both the ruling and the Opposition
parties trading charges and conceding no quarter
to each other. This unseemly spectacle has given
rise to concerns about the future of
parliamentary democracy in the country.

We in India have been more fortunate than
many other countries in being able to sustain
democracy, and in earning a reputation of
adherence to the best of parliamentary practices.
The Constitution of India, one of the �nest
written Constitutions to be found anywhere in
the world, includes among other Articles, a set of
Fundamental Rights, Fundamental Duties of its
citizens and the Directive Principles of State
Policy, which have been our safeguards in
sustaining democracy. Looking at the current
decline in parliamentary practices, people,
however, worry whether Parliament can be
depended upon to sustain a stable democracy in
the future.

This situation has nothing to do with India’s
external or internal dynamics. India is today
better placed than it has been for many decades
in connection with these two points. The global
political environment may be murky, but India
has hardly been impacted adversely,
notwithstanding the ongoing war in Ukraine, the
turmoils in West Asia and other similar tensions.
China remains a matter of concern demanding
extreme vigilance, but it does not pose an
immediate threat. Pakistan, embroiled in its
internal problems, is hardly a threat to India.

The internal dynamics, no doubt, are more
problematic, but India has been fortunate, of late,
to be spared of facing major terror attacks. There
are quite a few internal security issues that lurk
just below the surface. While some defy early
solution, they are not insoluble. The farmers’
agitation in the Punjab and Haryana has, no
doubt, the potential to turn into a ‘prairie �re’,
but if handled properly, can be controlled. The
northeast region remains unsettled, with
Manipur representing a microcosm of the
problems that have plagued this region for years.
But again, it is manageable. Communal violence
is under check, even though communal tensions
could be exacerbated in an election year.
Left-wing extremist violence is at a low ebb as of
now, even though it could see a revival in an
election year.

A ‘divided’ nation
What is a matter of concern though is that the
country today appears more divided than it has at
any time in the recent past. The Prime Minister
himself has been constrained to observe that the
Opposition is creating a “North-South Divide and
that the Opposition was speaking the language of
breaking the country”. He has levelled serious

charges against the Congress, stating that it was
intent on “creating a divide among people in the
name of caste, language and religion”. During the
interim Budget session in Parliament, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman went to the extent
of personally attacking the former Finance
Minister and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, of
having failed to discharge his responsibilities
adequately during his tenure, and of failing the
nation in its hour of need. Not to be left behind,
the Opposition has been pouring vitriol on the
Treasury benches, accusing them of vitiating the
atmosphere in Parliament and of violating
existing guidelines concerning parliamentary
practice and conduct. In an election year, it is not
unexpected, or unknown, for political parties to
trade barbs. It is, however, the element of
viciousness that is seen in these exchanges, which
does not augur well for either Parliament or the
nation. This departure from past parliamentary
traditions has resulted in a widening of the gulf
between the ruling party and the entire
Opposition. This is most regrettable.

The impact of a polarised politics
On the eve of what is being posited as possibly
the most critical election in this century, politics
is highly polarised and is further exacerbating
divisive tendencies. No issues appear beyond the
pale when carving out winning strategies and
ensuring bigger victory margins. Even the
consecration of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya —
which most Indians have welcomed — has
become an election issue, with both Houses of
Parliament passing a resolution terming the
construction of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya as
ushering in a “new era of governance and public
welfare”. The spectre of ‘Hindu majoritarianism’,
whether intended or not, thus looms large in the
minds of sections of the public, alongside a
perception that ‘Mandir’ de�nes the nature of
politics in an election year.

Federalism, on which the Constitution-makers
placed great store, is becoming a victim of this
situation. While some aspects could be viewed as
symptomatic of the steady and gradual decline in
democratic practices over the years, there is a
di�erence today, and possibly some substance in
the Opposition charge that the ruling
dispensation at the Centre is breaching the
federal principle with impunity. The Opposition
charge sheet includes aspects such as attempts to
enforce an Uniform Civil Code, alongside
manifest attempts to push through the concept of
‘One Nation, One Election’, possibly intended to
undermine the role of regional parties.

Defections have been a major bane of Indian
politics, but engineered defections, particularly
of the kind being reported in this election year,
are making a mockery of democracy and
electoral politics. More to the point, ongoing
e�orts to induce members to change sides
through inducements are undermining the entire
election system. A rash of defections have

occurred which includes top leaders from other
parties, to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the
ruling party at the Centre. A conspicuous
example of this kind has been inveigling the Bihar
Chief Minister, Nitish Kumar, to change sides with
the implicit promise that he could continue as
Chief Minister under a new dispensation (headed
by the BJP). Many other instances of engineered
high-level defections to the ruling party at the
Centre are again taking place across the country,
undermining democratic principles and
practices. This conveys an impression that
electoral democracy stands today at the
crossroads; and that constitutionally mandated
rules and practices are being trampled upon with
impunity. While no one party may be responsible
for this situation, given that the majority of
engineered high-level defections have been to the
ruling BJP in this election year, the import is loud
and clear, viz., that those holding the reins of
power are better positioned to alter electoral
verdicts by other means.

No rules-based order
Distinct from this, but intrinsically linked to it,
are perceived violations of constitutionally
mandated conduct by centrally-appointed
Governors in certain States. The role of
Governors in Opposition-ruled States has become
a major issue between the Centre and the
Opposition-ruled States of late, with these States
alleging — and not without reason — that the
Centre was using Governors to checkmate the
policies and programmes drawn up by
Opposition-ruled States. In some instances, and
in certain situations, it is leading to a virtual
breakdown of relations between the Centre and
the States.

The situation clearly calls for dispassionate
analysis. It may be that the ruling dispensation at
the Centre is not alone to blame and that the
Opposition also demonstrates a disregard for
constitutional niceties and the principles of
federalism. The onus, however, lies mainly on the
Centre. What is apparent, and most lacking today,
is the absence of a rules-based order in regard to
Centre-State relations, and with regard to
party-to-party relationships. In the absence of
this, there is every danger that the system could
overturn altogether.

All this is tantamount to a virtual collapse of
Constitution-mandated rules of business. There is
again every danger that if these were to continue,
what we understand by democracy under a
constitutional mandate would cease to exist.
Tolerating di�erences is, hence, the �rst order of
priority. Next, everything has to be subordinated
to the requirements of the Constitution. Third,
managing the subtle interplay between interests
and values and rea�rming a �rm belief in the
Constitution is a basic necessity. There are no
rivalries that cannot be managed within a
constitutionally-mandated system, and this is
essential if India, as we know it, is to survive.

The real threat to the ‘India as we know it’ 

M.K. Narayanan 

is a former Director,
Intelligence Bureau, 
a former National
Security Adviser, and
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That the
country
appears more
divided than it
has at any time
in the recent
past, and this
worsening in
the run-up to
the general
election, is
cause for
concern

T
hree decades have passed since the 73rd
and 74th Constitutional Amendments Acts
came into e�ect, which envisaged that

local bodies in India would function as
institutions of local self government. As a follow
up, the Ministry of Panchayati Raj was constituted
in 2004 to strengthen rural local governments.

When it comes to analysing the status of
devolution, it is evident that some States have
forged ahead while many lag behind. The
commitment of State governments towards
decentralisation has been vital in making
panchayati raj institutions an e�ective local
governance mechanism at the grass-roots level.

The constitutional amendment has set forth
speci�c details on �scal devolution which
includes the generation of own revenues.
Emanating from the Central Act, various States
Panchayati Raj Acts have made provisions for
taxation and collection. Based on the provisions
of these Acts, panchayats have made e�orts to
generate their own resources to the maximum
extent. Participatory planning and budgeting
were the end result of such interventions by the
Ministry.

That “Panchayats earn only 1% of the revenue
through taxes”, with the rest being raised as
grants from the State and Centre was highlighted
in a ‘Datapoint’ (Opinion page, The Hindu,
February 5, 2024). It speci�cally points out that
80% of the revenue is from the Centre and 15 %
from the States. This is an eye-opener for the
proponents of decentralisation as the net result is
that the revenue raised by panchayats is meagre
even after 30 years of devolution initiatives.

Avenues for own source of revenue
The report of the expert committee constituted
by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj on own source
of revenue (OSR) of rural local bodies elaborates
on the details of State Acts that have incorporated
tax and non-tax revenue that can be collected
and utilised by panchayats. Property tax, cess on
land revenue, surcharge on additional stamp
duty, tolls, tax on profession, advertisement, user
charges for water and sanitation and lighting are

the major OSRs where panchayats can earn
maximum income. Panchayats are expected to
establish a conducive environment for taxation
by implementing appropriate �nancial
regulations. This includes making decisions
regarding the tax and non-tax bases, determining
their rates, establishing provisions for periodic
revisions, de�ning exemption areas, and enacting
e�ective tax management and enforcement laws
for collection

The huge potential for non-tax revenue
includes fees, rent, and income from investment
sales and hires charges and receipts. There are
also innovative projects that can generate OSR.
This covers income from rural business hubs,
innovative commercial ventures, renewable
energy projects, carbon credits. Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) funds and donations.

The role of gram sabhas
Gram sabhas have a signi�cant role in fostering
self-su�ciency and sustainable development at
the grass-roots level by leveraging local resources
for revenue generation. They can be engaged in
planning, decision-making, and implementation
of revenue-generating initiatives that range from
agriculture and tourism to small-scale industries.
They have the authority to impose taxes, fees,
and levies, directing the funds towards local
development projects, public services, and social
welfare programmes. Through transparent
�nancial management and inclusive
participation, gram sabhas ensure accountability
and foster community trust, ultimately
empowering villages to become economically
independent and resilient. Thus, gram sabhas
need to promote entrepreneurship, and foster
partnerships with external stakeholders to
enhance the e�ectiveness of revenue generation
e�orts

In several States, gram panchayats lack the
authority to collect taxes, while in numerous
others, intermediate and district panchayats are
not delegated the responsibility of tax collection.
When gram panchayats collect 89% of own taxes,
the intermediate panchayats collect 7% and the

district panchayats a nominal amount of 5%.
There is a need to demarcate OSR for the entire
three-tier panchayats to ensure equitable sharing.

There are several factors behind the general
aversion towards generating own income. With
the increase in the allocation of Central Finance
Commission (CFC) grants, panchayats are
evincing less interest in the collection of OSR. The
allocation for rural local bodies from the 10th and
11th CFC was ₹4,380 crore and ₹8,000 crore,
respectively. But in the 14th and 15th CFCs there
was a huge increase by way of allocating
₹2,00,202 and ₹2,80,733 crore, respectively. The
tax collected in 2018-19 was ₹3,12,075 lakh which
diminished in 2021-2022 to ₹2,71,386 lakh. The
non-tax collected for the same period was
₹2,33,863 lakh and ₹2,09,864 lakh. At one time,
panchayats were in competition to raise OSR for
their commitment to ful�l basic needs. This has
now given place to dependency on grants
allocated through central and State �nance
commissions. Some States have the policy of
incentivisation by providing matching grants but
which were sparingly implemented. Panchayats
also have no need of penalising defaulters as they
believe that OSR has not been regarded as an
income that is linked with panchayat �nance.

Overcoming the dependency syndrome
Despite every enabling factor to raise revenue,
panchayats confront several impediments in
resource mobilisation: the ‘freebie culture’
rampant in society is the cause for the antipathy
in paying taxes. Elected representatives feel that
imposing taxes would alter their popularity
adversely. Here, the answer is clear. There is a
need to educate elected representatives and the
public on the signi�cance of raising revenue to
develop panchayats as self-governing institutions.
Ultimately, the dependency syndrome for grants
has to be minimised and in due course,
panchayats will be able to survive on their own
resources. Panchayats can only achieve such a
state of a�airs when there are dedicated e�orts in
all tiers of governance, which includes even the
State and central level.

Having panchayats as self-governing institutions 

P.P. Balan 

is Senior Consultant,
Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj

There is a need
to educate
elected
representatives
and the public
on the
signi�cance and
the need for
panchayats to
be able to
survive on their
own resources

Court on poll, impact
It is a matter of shame that
the act of an election o�icer
in the Chandigarh mayoral
polls, defacing some of the
ballot papers, was there for
all to see. The Supreme
Court’s issuance of notice as

improvement at all, is
painful. Likewise, when it
comes to the issue of roads,
they should stand for at
least five years once they
are repaired/relaid. 
R. Ganesan,
Chennai

noises’ in an election year,
but for money to be poured
over and over again into
‘river rejuvenation’ when it
comes to the vision of
‘Singara Chennai’ and the
Cooum and the Adyar, and
without any appreciable

level to win an or any
election, could gain ground. 
V. Lakshmanan,

Tirupur, Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu Budget
The Tamil Nadu Budget
may be making ‘the right

will have a ‘nil e�ect’ in the
overall scenario. But, in the
same breath, any political
misdemeanour has the
potential to damage the
BJP’s image as the
perception that the BJP is a
party that will stoop to any

to why he should not be
criminally hauled up could
snowball into a crisis for the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). When the BJP is a
political force to reckon
with, a mayoral election is
insignificant since its result

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
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New Delhi, Feb. 20: With the encouraging strike
for oil in the �rst well on Bombay High, the Oil
and Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) is
expected to go ahead drilling more wells in this
promising structure, 160 km o� Bombay.

Though oil was �owing out from a depth of
962 metres the drill ship “Sagar Samrat” will
continue to drill the well to its projected depth
of 2,000 metres before moving on to another
drilling point, 40 km away from this site.

The news of the oil strike was received here
with jubilation and the Minister of Petroleum
and Chemicals, Mr. D. K. Barooah, is likely to go
to the “Sagar Samrat” to congratulate personally
the workers “who have done a good job.” 

Experts point out that the oil found in the well
is of high quality with API gravity of 43.6 which
indicates an oil lighter than the light Arabian
crude.

The lightness implies that oil from Bombay
High, if commercially exploitable, will have very
small sulphur content. According to petroleum
geologists, this will make extraction of oil
considerably easy.

Interpreting the pressure encountered
experts say that reservoir pressures varying
from 15 pounds to 12,635 pounds per square
inch have been recorded in the world and
Bombay High’s 500 pounds is on the low side.

Since the highest pressure is usually recorded
in the �rst drilling, experts say that increased
pressures are unlikely with further penetration.

Geologists, however, feel that reservoirs with
pressures greater than 500 pounds per square
inch could exist in other zones in the Bombay
High region. 

As the location is more than 160 km away
from the nearest Bombay coast, steel pipelines
will have to be laid under the sea bed
connecting the oil wells.

FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 21, 1974

ONGC to drill more wells in
Bombay High Region

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Bombay, Feb. 20: Four ladies have been
appointed this year for the �rst time as justices
of peace for Bombay. These are Lady
Jagmohandas Varjivandas, Dilshad Begum, Mrs.
Harry Hodgkinson and Lady Cowasji Jehangir.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 21, 1924

Lady J. P. ’S in Bombay.

T
he 31st January decision
of Justice Gautam Patel
of the Bombay High
Court in a bunch of

petitions, popularly known as the
Kunal Kamra’s case, stands out for
its compelling articulation of the
constitutional fundamentals in
relation to the right of free speech
on “social media.” The learned
Judge has reiterated the
sacrosanctity of the inviolate
constitutional guarantee of free
speech, not to be tinkered with or
read down, except for the
reasonable restrictions thereon as
envisaged in Article 19(2), (6) of
the Constitution. The a�rmation
of this constitutional right and its
eloquent defence against State
encroachment by the Judge is
reassuring, even though his
decision on the subject is not yet
binding, because of a split verdict
by the Division Bench.

The context of the decision is
the amended Rule 3(1)(b)(v) of the
IT Rules 2021, widely perceived as
arbitrary and unjust. Relevant
extracts of the Rule are
reproduced below:

“3(1)…(b) the
intermediary…shall make
reasonable e�orts by itself, and to
cause the users of its computer
resource to not host, display,
upload, modify, publish, transmit,
store, update or share any
information that, — (v) …in respect
of any business of the Central
Government, is identi�ed as fake
or false or misleading by such fact
check unit of the Central
Government as the Ministry may,
by noti�cation published in the
O�cial Gazette, specify.”

Failure to comply with the due
diligence obligation would invite
penal consequences for the errant
intermediary under Rule 7,
reproduced below:

“The intermediary shall be
liable for punishment under any
law for the time being in force
including the provisions of the Act
and the Indian Penal Code.”

The e�ect of these provisions is
to confer unfettered powers on
the Fact Check Unit (FCU) to
control the digital content in
matters connected with the

business of the Central
government without specifying
the contours of the government’s
business.

Declaring the amended Rule
unconstitutional, Justice Patel held
that the amendment results in a
form of censorship of user content
that is vague and overbroad,
destructive of the right to criticise
and debate, does not disclose
reasonable standards and
objective criteria to determine the
validity of the decisions of the FCU
as the sole decision maker, that
the amendment is not within the
boundaries of reasonable
restrictions envisaged in Article 19
(2), (6) and that the impugned
amendment was unconstitutional
for infracting the rule of
non-arbitrariness and
non-discrimination in Article 14
absent, “clear guidance” and
non-application of the Rule to the
print media. Invoking, amongst
other principles, the doctrine of
proportionality and the absolute
necessity of the measure to
achieve the State’s goal, the Judge
held the amended Rule as ultra
vires Article 19(1)(a), 19(2), 19 (1)
(g), 19 (6), Article 14 and Section
79 of the IT Act.

The decision of the learned
Judge vindicates the constitutional
conscience in as much as it sco�s
at “the potential for wanton
abuse” of untrammelled power, a
view wholly consistent with the
�rst principles of Constitutional
governance. The capping glory of
the decision rests on the Judge’s
elevating enunciation of the
democratic principle that “the
cacophony of dissent and
disagreement is the symphony of a
democracy at work…”. The
resounding rejection of the
impugned amendment for its
“chilling e�ect” (Shreya Singhal,
2015; Zeran, 1997) and “a frontal
assault on the marketplace of
ideas” is the Judge’s welcome
message that fear instilled stillness
ill serves the case of a vibrant
democracy.

Importantly, the decision does
not discount the need for
regulation of digital platforms.
Indeed, there can be no doubt

about the imperative of
combatting fakery and
misinformation, which are a threat
to the indefeasible right to the
reputation and dignity of
individuals. The truth of Jonathan
Swift’s statement in 1710 that
“Falsehood �ies, and truth comes
limping after it,” was never more
pronounced as now.

This decision a repudiation of
the wide ambit and discriminatory
nature of the regulatory power
under the amended Rule and
protection against the potential of
its abuse. It validates the logic of
judicial review as a bulwark
against the excesses of
majoritarian assemblies and
untamed power. It rea�rms the
premise of a democratic State that
“the will of the State is subject to
scrutiny by those who are a�ected
by the exercise of State power and
that democratic power” is “a trust
held upon conditions,” to secure
the inherent rights of the people
(Harold Laski, A Grammar of
Politics, 1937). The judgment tells
us that a law that permits its
enforcers to become agents of
injustice cannot be countenanced
in a constitutional democracy.

The clarity of thought, the
power of a clear statement and its
unexceptionable constitutional
premise lend a unique quality to a
de�ning judicial decision, which
represents a convergence of
constitutional principles and the
nation’s felt sensitivities about the
right of free speech as a necessary
condition of freedom. Hopefully,
its irrefutable rationale will attain
judicial �nality before long. In the
interregnum, it is hoped that the
Centre will heed the reported
suggestion of the Judge (7th Feb)
to the Centre, not to notify and
operationalise the
amended/impugned Rule. The
tradition of deference to judicial
decisions in matters of import and
expectation of self-restraint on the
part of the government to foster
inter-institutional comity demands
that the impugned amendment to
Rule 3(1)(b)(v) of the IT Rules 2021
be kept in abeyance.

Views expressed are personal

Judicial clarity on free speech

Ashwani Kumar

Senior Advocate,

Supreme Court

Former Union Minister

of Law & Justice

The decision
validates the
logic of judicial
review as a
bulwark against
the excesses of
majoritarian
assemblies and
untamed power

STATE OF PLAY

I
n September last year, Ja-
na Sena Party ( JSP) chief
Pawan Kalyan an-

nounced that his party would
tie-up with N. Chandrababu
Naidu’s Telugu Desam Party
(TDP), to oust Y.S Jagan Mohan
Reddy from the seat of power
in the State.

The announcement came
after the actor-turned-politi-
cian Mr. Pawan had met the
TDP chief who was then under
judicial remand for his alleged
involvement in the Andhra
Pradesh skill development
scam.

Mr. Pawan also stated that
the alliance was important not
only to defeat the YSR Con-
gress party (YSRCP) but also to
see that the anti-YSRCP votes
do not get split.

But ever since the announ-
cement, there has been an ele-
ment of doubt if the tie-up
would hold till the last minute.
And if it holds, will it be able to
stop the YSRCP juggernaut.

Though there are su�cient
indications of anti-incumben-
cy against the Jagan Mohan
Reddy-led YSR Congress go-
vernment, he is entrenched in
the rural parts with the wel-
fare schemes. 

He is con�dent that these
initiatives will help him secure
success in the upcoming 2024
General and Assembly
elections.

While the TDP-JSP alliance
has been organising joint
meetings and grassroots gath-
erings involving leaders and
members, a concern for both
leaders and members revolves
around the issue of ‘seat-shar-
ing’ in the upcoming
elections.

Already, a few chinks in the
alliance had come to the fore
when TDP’s national general

secretary and Mr. Naidu’s son
Nara Lokesh publicly an-
nounced that Mr. Naidu will
be the Chief Minister, once the
alliance comes to power.

This did not go well with
Mr. Pawan and his party men,
as the JSP chief in all his meet-
ings had said that the Chief Mi-
nister candidate would be de-
cided after the combination
wins the election and throws
YSRCP out of power.

Mr. Pawan also found fault
when TDP had unilaterally de-
clared the MLA candidate for
the Mandapeta constituency
even before a seat-sharing
agreement was arrived at and
remarked that the TDP had
violated their alliance. He (Pa-
wan) himself then had gone
ahead to say that JSP would
�eld its candidate from Razole
and Rajanagaram.

But Mr. Naidu was quick
enough to douse the �re and
from then on, he stuck to his
statement that the candidates
would be �nalised only after
the leaders come to a com-
mon consensus.

But seat-sharing will be a
herculean task, as both parties
are divided on caste lines.

TDP is primarily a Kamma-
based party and Mr. Pawan is
looked up as a champion for
the Kapu community, which
has the largest vote share in
the State with over about 25
per cent. The Kammas and the
Kapus are known not to see
‘eye to eye’. 

JSP is relatively a new party
and lacks good MLA faces.
While on the other hand TDP,

which has been one of
the strongest regional forc-

es in the country, has no
dearth of leaders.

Mr. Pawan himself had
agreed that his party lacks
good MLA candidates and he
needs to build that base and
that is why he was keen on ty-
ing up with the TDP, to see
that the votes are not split.
The question would be —
would Mr. Naidu sacri�ce one
of his strong candidates to ac-
commodate someone from
the JSP and if so, how many
seats can he give away.

The equation of vote shar-
ing would be a crucial factor,
which is why both parties
have so far not been able to
announce anything concrete
on this factor.

BJP factor
Another development that
can either upset or get the cart
rolling, is BJP joining the
alliance.

Both Mr. Naidu and Mr. Pa-
wan were summoned to New
Delhi by Union Minister of
Home A�airs Amit Shah,
about a week ago, to discuss
the modalities of the alliance
and so far nothing has been
declared openly.

BJP-TDP-JSP was a winning
combination in 2014 when Mr.
Naidu became the Chief Minis-
ter, but will it work this time is
the question as BJP is facing
resentment from the State for
a number of reasons such as
not agreeing to the Special Ca-
tegory Status. 

A few senior political ana-
lysts say the BJP joining the al-
liance may also upset the mi-
nority voters in the TDP-JSP
combination. Moreover, the
BJP will also demand some
share of the seats, which
leaves a lesser number of seats
for the TDP.

With all these, the election
in Andhra Pradesh looks to be
heading toward a high-octane
show.

Will the TDP-JSP alliance work out?
The alliance in A.P. faces challenges, including disagreements on seat-sharing

Sumit Bhattacharjee
sumit.b@thehindu.co.in

L
ast week, the Supreme
Court ruled the electoral
bonds Scheme unconstitu-

tional, saying that the anonymous
in�ux of funding to political par-
ties, especially from corporations,
hinders democratic legitimacy.
The unanimous judgment
squashed the government’s argu-
ment that the scheme is transpa-
rent because donors have to go
through o�cial banking channels
to purchase these bonds, despite
their identity being hidden. 

The Bench agreed that the vo-
ters’ right to know was violated, by
the anonymity electoral bonds
provide. In Justice Sanjiv Khanna’s
opinion, “access to information
which can materially shape the ci-
tizens’ choice is necessary for
them to have a say in how their
lives are a�ected.” This meant Sol-
icitor General Tushar Mehta’s ar-
gument that no black or unac-
counted money can be used for
bonds was not strong enough as,
“denying voters the right to know
the details of funding of political
parties would lead to a dichoto-
mous situation.” 

Data from the Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR), one of
the petitioners in the case, shows
that the share of unknown sources
of income has only increased after
the introduction of the electoral
bond scheme, in direct contradic-
tion to the government’s claim.
The ADR categorises the income of
political parties into two primary
categories: known and unknown.
Known income is further divided
into two subtypes — voluntary con-
tributions over ₹20,000 with do-
nor details provided to the Elec-
tion Commission of India, and
other known sources of income
such as the sale of movable and im-
movable assets. The unknown in-
come encompasses voluntary do-
nations under ₹20,000 where

donor details remain undisclosed. 
Table 1 shows that the share of

unknown sources of income for
national parties increased from
66% between FY15 and FY17 to
72% between FY19 and FY22. The
transition year FY18, the year in
which the scheme was introduced,
was not considered for analysis.
The BJP’s share of unknown in-
come increased from 58% to 68%
in the period, while the Congress’
remained at around 80%. 

A reason behind the call for
transparency is that a bulk of these
donations were made by corpora-
tions. This, gives unfair power to a
certain section. “... [The] amend-
ment to Section 182 by permitting
unlimited corporate contributions
(including by shell companies)
authorises unrestrained in�uence
of companies on the electoral pro-
cess. This is violative of the princi-
ple of free and fair elections…”, the
court observed. Justice Khanna
noted that the 255th report by the
Law Commission of India states
that when importance is given to
certain groups, it violates, “the
right of equal participation of each
citizen in the polity.” ADR data
shows that the BJP received a lion’s
share of corporate donations in
the FY17 to FY22 period — ₹3,300
crores or 84% of them (Chart 2). 

Over 90% of the electoral bonds
sold in terms of value and over
50% sold in terms of numbers be-
longed to the ₹1 crore denomina-
tion. The share of other denomina-
tions — ₹10 lakhs, ₹1 lakh, ₹10,000
and ₹1,000 — in electoral bond
sales, paled in comparison as
shown in Chart 3. The court ob-
served that this data pointed to the
in�uence of corporates in the
scheme, as not many individuals
can a�ord to donate in crores. Fi-
nally, the court also observed that
a bulk of the donations from elec-
toral bonds were done in favour of
the BJP. ADR data shows that in the
FY18-FY22 period, the BJP earned
₹5,272 crore through electoral
bonds — 57% of the money donat-
ed to all parties in this route
(Chart 4).

Making sense of electoral bond judgment through data
Data published by the Association for Democratic Reforms played a vital role in assessing electoral bonds’ impact 

Sonikka Loganathan
Vignesh Radhakrishnan
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The family of one of the victims, who is from Hyd-
erabad, has approached AIMIM Member of Parlia-
ment Asaduddin Owaisi. On January 25, Mr. Owai-
si wrote to External A�airs Minister S. Jaishankar
and the Indian Embassy in Moscow, seeking the
government’s intervention for their return.

The other victims belong to Uttar Pradesh, Guj-
arat, Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir. The Hindu
has withheld their names.

One of the victims from Uttar Pradesh, who is
in his early 20s and who wished to remain anony-
mous, said three of them were given basic training
in handling arms and ammunition by the “Russian
Army” and were packed o� to Rostov-on-Don
along the Russia-Ukraine border in January where
they faced bullets and were forced to �ght at
gunpoint.

He said he came to Russia with the help of an
agent – Faisal Khan – who runs a YouTube channel
titled “Baba Vlogs”.

One of the agents who received the victims in
Russia told The Hindu that the men hail from di�e-
rent parts of India and face grave danger to life if
the government does not act.

The MEA declined to comment on the speci�c
case of Indian workers in Russia. According to
sources, the Indian Embassy has been following
up on all such complaints they have received but
pointed out that many of those who claim being
forced into labour at the border don’t want to
leave the country. 

As a result, o�cials say their hands are tied,
although they are willing to help in any case in-
volving Indian citizens in distress.

Indians forced to �ght
along Ukraine border

Indian nationals fighting along the Russian border in its

conflict with Ukraine. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

From Page One

The decision to declare Mr. Kumar as the winner
was taken immediately after perusing the eight
ballot papers specially brought to the court. The
Bench said that the eight votes were clearly cast
for Mr. Kumar, taking his tally to a majority 20
votes out of a total 36 polled. Mr. Masih’s declara-
tion of Mr. Sonkar as winner was quashed and set
aside.

The court agreed with Punjab Advocate Gener-
al Gurminder Singh, senior advocate A.M. Singhvi
and advocate Shadan Farasat that there was no
need to call for fresh polls as that would only work
to compound the “serious misdemeanour” of Mr.
Masih. It said the aberration was only in the count-
ing of votes by the Returning O�cer.

The Bench concluded that Mr. Masih misused
his capacity as a Returning O�cer to unlawfully
alter the course of the mayoral elections. He furth-
er made a “patently false statement” in the Su-
preme Court on Monday that the eight ballot pap-
ers were already defaced by the time they had
reached him.

The Bench ordered the Supreme Court Regis-
trar ( Judicial) to issue a show cause notice to Mr.
Masih under Section 340 (conduct a�ecting the
administration of justice) of the CrPC.

SC declares AAP leader
as Mayor of Chandigarh

Bring back
ballot papers,
RJD appeals
to poll panel

The Opposition Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) in Bihar
urged the Election Com-
mission (EC) on Tuesday to
consider reverting to the
old practice of ballot pap-
ers, in place of electronic
voting machines (EVMs),
“to ensure free and fair
polls”. According to the
party’s representation,
elections ought to be con-
ducted through ballot pap-
ers to ensure transparency.

However, the party also
said that as long as EVMs
remained in use, it must be
ensured that VVPAT (voter
veri�able paper audit trail)
slips were shown to the
respective voters after vot-
ing and these were kept in
a sealed box until count-
ing. The RJD also demand-
ed that postal ballots be
counted before EVMs.

Concerns on EVMs were
also raised by the CPI(ML)
Liberation and the CPI(M),
both alliance partners of
the RJD.

Press Trust of India
PATNA

In fact, this is the third time in the last decade that
the State has introduced legislation for a Maratha
quota.

While seeking to ful�l long-pending demands
and aspirations of poorer sections of the Maratha
community, this Bill does not disturb the existing
OBC quota. It will push total reservations in Mah-
arashtra to 62%, above the Supreme Court-man-
dated limit of 50%. This Bill is distinct from the
State government’s earlier noti�cation on issuing
Kunbi OBC certi�cates to eligible Marathas who
had records showing them as Kunbis.

Thus, non-Kunbi Marathas will be covered un-
der the legislation passed on Tuesday.

While the Opposition parties passed the Bill un-
animously, the Congress later denounced it as a
“pre-election eyewash”, accusing the government
of hoodwinking the Maratha community.

Maharashtra Leader of Opposition and senior
Congressman Vijay Wadettiwar alleged that the
Eknath Shinde regime had “fooled the Marathas.”

He added that the Opposition had been com-
pelled to support the Bill on Tuesday for fear of ac-
cusations of voting against it merely for the sake of
Opposition. “We were not allowed to speak in the
Assembly. This Bill was brought with the sole aim
of winning the Lok Sabha election,” the Congress-
man said.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav Thackeray,
though a Congress ally, expressed his thanks to
Mr. Shinde, noting that the OBC community’s re-
servation had not been a�ected while granting the
quota for the Marathas. 

Maharashtra makes way
for 10% Maratha quota

The U.S. has raised “con-
cerns” and is still waiting
for the outcome of India’s
investigation into the al-
leged assassination plot
against American national
and Khalistani separatist
leader Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, a senior U.S. o�-
cial said on Tuesday.

Speaking at a think tank
event in Delhi, U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State Richard
Verma, who was U.S. Am-
bassador to India between
2014 and 2016, said that
U.S.-India relations are
built on “shared values”
that are the “glue” in the
partnership, which he said
has made major strides in
the past decade. Mr. Verma
spoke about the need for
India and the U.S. to coop-
erate on global challenges
like the Russian war in Uk-
raine, a day after External
A�airs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar pointed out that Russia
has never harmed India’s
interests.

“We can’t stray too far
from the shared values that
hold us together. We are
both post-colonial demo-
cratic powers governed by
a constitutional framework
with checks and balances.
We aspire for equality, so-

cial inclusion, and racial
and minority rights and so
much more,” Mr. Verma
said, speaking at the Obser-
ver Research Foundation
on the “The Long View” on
bilateral ties. If India and
the U.S. share only “tran-
sactional” interests, they
could return to the 1960 to
1980 era, when ties bet-
ween the two countries
were not close, he added.

When asked whether
the shared values had been
a�ected by the “assassin
for hire” case — where U.S.
agencies have �led an in-
dictment against an Indian
national allegedly working
for a senior Indian intelli-
gence o�cial to plot Mr.
Pannun’s assassination —
Mr. Verma said the two
sides remain “engaged”.

“We raised our con-

cerns with the Govern-
ment of India; there is a
Committee of Inquiry look-
ing into the matter. We will
stay engaged with the [In-
dian] government and look
forward to their �ndings…
They’ve taken it very se-
riously. And we’re grateful
for that,” he said.

The Ministry of External
A�airs has denied any
wrongdoing in the case,
but set up a “high-level”
panel to investigate the al-
legations in November. 

U.S. Senate criticism
While the U.S. government
has been dealing with the
Pannun case diplomatical-
ly, behind closed doors
thus far, the U.S. Congress
has been more vocal about
its concerns in the case. At
a U.S. Senate committee

hearing on “transnational
repression” in December,
several senior lawmakers
had sharply criticised the
Modi government over this
case, as well as similar alle-
gations by Canada, and
some lawmakers threa-
tened to “activate” U.S.
laws against cooperation
with India. 

In January, Senate Fo-
reign Relations chair Ben
Cardin said that he had
held up the sale of MQ-9
drones to India, only clear-
ing the deal after receiving
assurances that New Delhi
was “fully cooperating”
and would ensure “credi-
ble accountability” for
those found responsible.

When asked how di�e-
rences with India’s posi-
tion on the Ukraine war
were viewed in Washing-
ton, Mr. Verma said that In-
dia’s “complicated histo-
ry” with Russia is
understood, although the
U.S. as a NATO member
has “di�erent responsibili-
ties” from those of India.
He said that statements
that India and the U.S. had
jointly issued, bilaterally
and during the G-20 sum-
mit, clearly called for “ter-
ritorial integrity, standing
up for the rule of law, and
to minimise the humani-
tarian impact”.

U.S. awaits India’s �ndings in Pannun
case, says U.S. o�cial Richard Verma
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Union Minister Piyush Goyal and U.S. Ambassador to India Eric

Garcetti with Richard R. Verma, right, in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

Former Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi and
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leaders Madan Rath-
ore and Chunnilal Garasiya
were elected unopposed to
the Rajya Sabha from Ra-
jasthan on Tuesday, which
was the last day for with-
drawal of nominations for
biennial elections to the
Upper House. No other
candidates were contest-
ing for the three seats.

The ruling BJP and the
Opposition Congress were
comfortably placed to win
two and one seats, respec-
tively, based on their
strength in the State
Assembly.

Election O�cer and As-
sembly Secretary Maha-

veer Prasad Sharma de-
clared the three leaders
elected at the end of the
scheduled day for with-
drawing the papers.

Veteran Congress leader
and former Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot congratulat-
ed Ms. Gandhi on her elec-
tion and said her entry into
the Rajya Sabha from Ra-
jasthan would give “new
energy” to the Opposition.

Sonia, 2 BJP leaders
elected unopposed
to RS from Rajasthan 

Sonia Gandhi 

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

BJP president J.P. Nadda
and three other candidates
of the party, including an
OBC leader and a promi-
nent diamond merchant,
were declared elected un-
opposed to the Rajya Sab-
ha from Gujarat on
Tuesday.

There were four vacant
Rajya Sabha seats in the
State.

As there were no other
candidates in the fray for
the Rajya Sabha elections
from Gujarat on the vacant
seats besides them, Re-
turning O�cer Reeta Meh-
ta declared all the four BJP
nominees, including Mr.
Nadda, elected unopposed
to the Upper House of Par-
liament, an o�cial said.

Nadda, three
others elected
unopposed
from Gujarat 

Press Trust of India
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T
he Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on
Tuesday pitched

for simultaneous elections
for the Lok Sabha, the
State Assemblies, and the
local bodies, with the same
voter list for all three.

A presentation was
made before a high-level
committee formed to look
into the feasibility of the
“one nation, one election”
idea. The panel is headed
by former President Ram
Nath Kovind.

In both the BJP’s eight-
page letter to the panel and
party president J.P. Nad-
da’s brie�ng to the media,
it was suggested that simul-
taneous elections, with a
common voter list, were
desirable and a law based
on consensus should be
the goal. The BJP wants
that the law should be

amended to hold simulta-
neous elections, Mr. Nadda
said.

He also said that the BJP
had proposed that if con-
ducting all the three polls
together was not possible
immediately, then the Lok
Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions could be held togeth-
er �rst. 

“But in the long run, lo-
cal body polls should also
be held alongside Lok Sab-
ha and Assembly elections,
or it will defeat the pur-
pose due to the frequent
imposition of the Model
Code of Conduct,” Mr. Nad-
da said. 

In the letter submitted
to the panel, the BJP stated

that when elections are im-
minent, State governments
tend to make populist,
short-term decisions rath-
er than more policy-based,
long-term ones. 

‘Govt. paralysed’
It was also suggested that
the frequent imposition of
the model code paralysed
government in policy
terms. In Maharashtra, of
the 365 days in 2016-17,
some parts of the State or
the other were under the
code for 301 days. “It
would be di�cult under
these circumstances to
have e�ective gover-
nance,” the BJP said. 

“The committee should
evolve a consensus on
holding simultaneous elec-
tions,” Mr. Nadda said, ex-
pressing con�dence that
everyone would move to-
gether on this.

“Ongoing development
work is stopped during the

period of an election, often
three times in a State, caus-
ing stagnation of economic
activities and adding to �-
nancial burdens on politi-
cal parties and govern-
ments,” he said, adding
that it also gave rise to
corruption.

Security forces de-
ployed for internal and ex-
ternal security are also
used for election duties,
Mr. Nadda said, noting that
civil sta� like teachers and
health sector workers are
also part of election work.
This adversely a�ects ad-
ministration and pro-peo-
ple work, he said.

Major Opposition par-
ties, including the Con-
gress, the Trinamool Con-
gress, and the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam, have
strongly opposed the idea,
�rst mooted by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, dub-
bing it as an assault on the
federal structure.

BJP pushes for simultaneous
polls, with common voter list 

Bigger goals: BJP chief J.P. Nadda with Home Minister Amit Shah

during the party’s recent National Council meet in New Delhi. ANI

In letter to Kovind-led panel, BJP says elections for Lok Sabha, State Assemblies, and local bodies must be held together;

it says that frequent polls cause stagnation of economic activities and add �nancial burden on parties and governments
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who dedicated
₹32,000-crore projects to
Jammu and Kashmir on
Tuesday, expressed satis-
faction over the positive
outcome of the revocation
of the special status under
Article 370, “with the Gulf
countries showing keen in-
terest in investment”. 

He also congratulated
the local youth for liberat-
ing themselves from dy-
nastic politics.

“There is a positivity
about investing in Kashmir.
The successful G-20 meet-
ing in the country and Sri-
nagar have echoed in the
globe. A record two crore
tourists have visited J&K in
the past one year. More vis-
itors will come with the
train network expansions
from Srinagar to Jammu
and the new express high-
way from Jammu to Delhi,”
Mr. Modi said.

“The Bharatiya Janata
Party is ful�lling dreams of
people, unful�lled for the
past 70 years, in J&K. Mo-
di’s guarantee is �nal and is
the guarantee that eve-
ryone’s dreams will be ful-
�lled. In the past, only sad
news, like bomb blasts,
kidnappings and separa-
tism, would emerge from
Kashmir. Education, con-
nectivity and development
has replaced it. Now, J&K is
on the path of progress
and development,” Mr.
Modi, who addressed a
well-attended public rally
at Jammu’s Maulana Azad
Stadium, said.

‘New shape’
Mr. Modi inaugurated and
laid the foundation of pro-
jects worth ₹32,000 crore
in several sectors, includ-
ing education, health, avia-
tion, roadways and rail-
ways. “Kashmir is taking a
new shape now. The big-

gest wall between J&K and
the country was Article
370. The BJP removed that
wall. All development in-
itiatives get implemented
simultaneously now,” Mr.
Modi said.

Mr. Modi inaugurated
two key railways projects
on the occasion, including
the 48-km Banihal-Khari-
Sumber-Sangaldan and
electri�ed train on the San-
galdan-Baramulla section.

Dynastic politics
Without naming the Con-
gress, the National Confe-
rence, or the Peoples De-
mocratic Party, Mr. Modi
said J&K su�ered due to dy-
nastic politics.

“These dynasties only
see their own interest and
not that of people. It’s the
youth that bears the brunt
of this dynastic politics be-
cause it does not prioritise
welfare schemes for them
or the downtrodden,” he
said.

J&K Lieutenant-Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha said, “The
incidents of terrorism have
been reduced by 75%. Jo
bhi tanzeeme thi unke top
commanders ko uchit ja-
gah pahucha diye gaye hai
[all of those top organisa-
tional commanders have
been sent to the appro-
priate spot]. Protest calen-
dar is no longer issued,
and stone throwing is now
history. Markets, schools,
and universities now re-
main open throughout the
year.”

J&K on development
path, Gulf countries
keen to invest: Modi

Narendra Modi

Peerzada Ashiq
JAMMU

The CBI on Tuesday
searched the premises of
Ramesh Abhishek, the
then secretary of Depart-
ment for Promotion of In-
dustry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) and then chairman
of the Forward Markets
Commission (FMC), in an
alleged disproportionate
assets case against him and
his daughter.

The Lokpal had directed
the CBI to probe the doubt-
ful transactions entered in-
to by Mr. Abhishek and his
daughter by way of receiv-
ing huge amounts as pro-
fessional/consulting fee
from various entities with
whom he had o�cial deal-
ings while he was Secre-
tary DPIIT or headed FMC. 

CBI searches
premises of
ex-o�cer in
assets case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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Congress MP Rahul Gandhi appeared in a special
court in Uttar Pradesh on Tuesday in a
defamation case �led by a BJP leader for his
remarks against Union Home Minister Amit Shah
in 2018, and was granted bail. The former
Congress president entered the MP-MLA court at
11 a.m. amid tight security. BJP leader Vijay
Mishra had �led the case on August 4, 2018 over
Mr. Gandhi’s alleged objectionable comments
against Mr. Shah at a press conference in
Bengaluru during the State Assembly elections.
The next hearing will be held on March 2. PTI

U.P. court grants bail to Rahul
in 2018 defamation case 

INBRIEF
�

A week after tendering his resignation from the
post of Samajwadi Party national general
secretary, Swami Prasad Maurya on Tuesday
resigned from the party’s primary membership
and the Uttar Pradesh Legislative Council and
announced the formation of a new party. Mr.
Maurya resigned as the party’s national general
secretary on February 13, accusing the leadership
of discriminating against him and not defending
him over his controversial statements on the
Ramcharitmanas and the Ayodhya Temple
consecration ceremony. Mr. Maurya said that he
will form a new party and announce it on
Thursday in New Delhi. Asked whether he would
join the INDIA bloc or the NDA, he made no
direct reply, but said the Opposition bloc is the
need of the hour in the present scenario. PTI

Swami Prasad Maurya quits
SP, to announce own party 

A
day ahead of their
‘Delhi Chalo’
march, protesting

farmers in Punjab on Tues-
day made e�orts to mobil-
ise supporters to swell
their ranks. 

The Punjab Police are
leaving nothing to chance,
alleging that inputs indicat-
ed plans of the protesters
to storm the barricades
erected by the Haryana
Police and enter Haryana,
a move which would dis-
turb the law and order sit-
uation in both States.

On Tuesday, Punjab’s
Director-General of Police
issued instructions to all
Senior Superintendents of

Police and Commissioners
of Police that “no JCBs, po-
claines, tippers, hydras,
and other heavy earthmov-
ing equipment should be
allowed to reach the Pun-
jab-Haryana boundary at
Khanauri and the Shambu

barrier where the farmer
agitation is under way”. 

Earlier, Haryana’s Direc-
tor-General of Police wrote
to his Punjab counterpart
saying, “It is reliably learnt
that heavy earthmoving
equipment, which are

further modi�ed/armour-
plated, have been acquired
by protesting farmers and
have been deployed at the
locations where the protes-
ters are camping right now.
These machines are meant
to be used by the protes-
ters to damage the barri-
cades thereby posing a se-
rious danger to the police
and paramilitary forces de-
ployed on duty and is likely
to compromise the securi-
ty scenario in Haryana.”

‘Not a di�cult task’
The Kisan Mazdoor Mor-
cha (KMM) and the Samy-
ukt Kisan Morcha (Non Pol-
itical) — the two umbrella
bodies of around 200
farmers and farm labourer
unions — had given the call

for the march to the na-
tional capital to press for
the ful�lment of demands
such as a legal guarantee
for purchasing crops at mi-
nimum support price
(MSP) and loan waiver.

KMM, coordinator Sar-
wan Singh Pandher told
The Hindu that on Wednes-
day farmers would peace-
fully start their march to-
wards Delhi. He said if the
Centre had an intent to re-
solve the issue, it was not a
di�cult task. 

Meanwhile, while hear-
ing two petitions surround-
ing the march, the Punjab
and Haryana High Court
observed that tractor-trol-
leys cannot be plied on
highways as per the Motor
Vehicle Act.

Police gear up for farmers’ march 

Destination Delhi: The protesting farmers are set to resume the

Delhi Chalo march on Wednesday. REUTERS

Punjab DGP says that no earthmoving equipment should be allowed to reach the inter-State boundary with Haryana; police

allege that protesters were planning to damage the barricades, which they say will compromise law and order situation

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

The Congress claimed on
Tuesday that farmers were
wise to the Centre’s mis-
chief, which is why they re-
jected the Modi govern-
ment’s o�er to buy pulses,
maize, and cotton at mini-
mum support price for �ve
years based on contracts.

It said the Centre’s pro-
posal was a “false o�er”
and reiterated its commit-
ment to provide statutory
backing for MSP and take
other steps to ensure jus-
tice for farmers.

In a post on X, party
leader Rahul Gandhi said
that ever since the Con-
gress promised to make
MSP a legal guarantee,
“Modi’s propaganda ma-
chinery and friendly media
have been spreading a bar-
rage of lies on MSP”.

“Lie: It is not feasible to
provide legal guarantee for
MSP in the budget of the
Government of India. Fact:
According to CRISIL, giving
MSP to farmers in 2022-23
would have resulted in an
additional burden of
₹21,000 crore, which is on-
ly 0.4% of the total bud-
get,” he said.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh asked if a section
of the media had been en-
couraged to describe the
protesting farmers as “trai-
tors, Naxalites and
Khalistanis”.

Modi govt.
spreading a
barrage of lies
on MSP: Cong. 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid reports that alliance
talks between the Samaj-
wadi Party (SP) and the
Congress for the Lok Sabha
elections have hit a dead
end, Congress general se-
cretary (organisation) K.C.
Venugopal on Tuesday as-
serted that seat-sharing
talks are on and a �nal deal
could be announced soon.

“It [seat-sharing] is in �-
nal stage. Any time, it can
be �nalised,” Mr. Venugo-
pal told presspersons in
response to a question on
whether the Indian Nation-
al Developmental, Inclu-
sive Alliance (INDIA) had
derailed in Uttar Pradesh. 

Asked if the Congress

would accept the SP’s o�er
of 17 seats, Mr. Venugopal
said, “The discussion is go-
ing on. Wait for some
time.” 

The last round of discus-
sion between leaders of the
Congress and the SP was

held on February 19, sourc-
es added. On Monday, the
SP declared 11 more candi-
dates for the upcoming Lok
Sabha election. The �rst
list with candidates for 16
seats was announced on Ja-
nuary 30.

Other INDIA partners
Asked about other INDIA
bloc partners talking about
�ghting the elections
alone, he said, “We are in
the process. Our alliance
team is there and Congress
president has appointed a
team of leaders for
alliance.”

“They are discussing
with everybody, day after
day. We have great hope
that a solution will come,”
he added.

Seat-sharing deal with SP will
be �nalised soon: Congress 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

K. C. Venugopal

The Congress on Tuesday
applauded the Supreme
Court’s interim order ask-
ing the States and the Un-
ion Territories to act as per
the de�nition of a “forest”
laid down by the court in a
1996 verdict. It also said
that it was committed to
protecting the environ-

ment when an INDIA bloc
government is formed.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh accused the Modi-
led government of tweak-
ing the laws to make it ea-
sier to hand over forests
and pollute the environ-
ment, to bene�t Mr. Modi’s
“corporate crony friends.” 

“So �rst, he changed the
rules in 2017 so that pro-
jects that had violated their

forest clearance could be
legalised. Over 100 pro-
jects of big corporates in-
cluding coal mines, facto-
ries and cement plants
were allowed to brazenly
start work in violation of
environmental clearanc-
es,” he alleged. 

The ruling stopped
another set of “blatantly il-
legal and disastrous” Cen-
tral schemes, he said.

‘Modi govt. tweaked de�nition of
forest to help corporate friends’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Farmer unions and Khap
leaders at a mahapan-
chayat in Haryana’s Jind on
Tuesday demanded that
the ban on Internet servic-
es and the blockade put by
the police on various roads
should be lifted.

Samyukt Kisan Morcha

leader Azad Palwa told The
Hindu that the mahapan-
chayat decided to hold an
inde�nite sit-in on one of
the carriageways of the
Delhi-Patiala Highway in
Uchana.

The Khap leaders also
called for all farmer unions
in Haryana to put up a un-
ited �ght with the Punjab
farmers.

Lift Internet ban, road
blocks: Khap leaders

The Hindu Bureau
GURUGRAM

The Samyukt Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM) on Tuesday wel-
comed the decision of its
splinter group, the SKM
(Non Political), to reject
the Centre’s proposal to
procure �ve crops on mini-
mum support price (MSP)
for �ve years based on con-

tracts and resume their
‘Delhi Chalo’ protest from
Wednesday. 

In a statement, the SKM
welcomed the SKM-NP’s
announcement to conti-
nue their protest till all the
common demands are
achieved and said the deci-
sion was a step in the right
direction of greater unity
of all farmers across India. 

SKM-NP’s leader Shiv
Kumar Kakka, however,
said the SKM was not part
of the protest and they had
no right to comment on it.
“Kisan movement has now
split into two. But protests
will continue seeking a so-
lution for farmers issues.
At a right time, based on
these issues, we need to
have united struggles.” 

SKM welcomes splinter group’s
decision to reject Centre’s o�er 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and the Congress on
Tuesday welcomed the Su-
preme Court’s decision on
the Chandigarh mayoral
elections, terming it a big
victory for the Indian Na-
tional Developmental, In-
clusive Alliance (INDIA)
and that it would go a long
way to save democracy.

Addressing a press con-
ference after the SC over-
turned the result of the
polls and declared the de-
feated AAP-Congress al-
liance candidate Kuldeep
Kumar as the new Chandi-
garh Mayor, Delhi Chief Mi-

nister Arvind Kejriwal said,
“The results of this elec-
tion is that the BJP is not in-
vincible and it sends a mes-
sage that if INDIA bloc
parties remain united and
work strategically, and put
in the hard work, they can
defeat the BJP.” 

He added that if the BJP
can “steal” eight votes out
of 36 in the Chandigarh
mayoral polls, what will it
do in the upcoming elec-
tions in which 90 crore
votes will be polled.

Congress general secre-
tary K.C. Venugopal said
the entire election was a
farce, which had been ex-
posed by the historic ver-
dict of the top court. 

AAP, Congress hail SC
verdict in Chandigarh
mayoral polls case
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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The gist of Vedanta is saranagathi or surrender. A person
who has taken refuge in God with an absolute surrender
through an Acharya is called Prapannan; his cherished
desire will be to attain moksha. What will happen to him if
he commits misdeeds after his saranagathi? Sri Anantha
Padmanabhachariar Swamy, in a discourse, quoted the
13th passage “Apachara Pariharam” of Rahasya Ratnavali. 

Lord Krishna says that Sruthi and Smruthi, which deal
with the codes of conduct, are His orders, and He does not
consider those who transgress them favourably. 

A duty is cast upon the Prapannas not to commit mis-
takes, but due to the in�uence of our past deeds (pra-
rabhdha), we are disturbed and forced to commit errors.
Deeds that are not to be done are done and acts that ought
to be performed are omitted (Krithya akarana, Akruthya
karana). Also, sometimes people cite noble and pious el-
ders as examples to justify their mistakes. 

A person may commit mistakes or misdeeds in two
ways. Knowing fully well with cognisance, and the other,
by mistake. Scriptures say there is no punishment for the
second type, but for the �rst type, the person will face
some punishments, and God accepts him only after that.
If he realises his mistake, repents and resolves not to re-
peat it, he may go scot-free.

Duty of Prapannas  

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

India will hold an exposition of some of the relics
of Lord Buddha, which are in its possession, in
Thailand from February 22 to March 18. The
relics (20 bone fragments) have been preserved
at the National Museum in New Delhi. At �rst the
relics would be kept at the National Museum,
Bangkok, and would then be exhibited at �ve
di�erent venues across Thailand, a Union Culture
Ministry o�cial said. The relics of Lord Buddha
along with the relics of two of his disciples,
preserved in Madhya Pradesh’s Sanchi, are being
sent on the request of the Thai government, an
o�cial said. The Buddha relics were excavated
from Piprahwa in Uttar Pradesh.

India to display relics of 
Lord Buddha in Thailand 

Police have seized 1,100kg of synthetic stimulant
drug mephedrone, estimated to be worth more
than ₹2,000 crore, following raids in Pune
district and New Delhi and arrested three
persons, o�cials said on Tuesday. The persons
arrested in connection with the biggest-ever drug
seizure according to the Pune police were
booked under various sections of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act (NDPS
Act), they said, adding two other men are being
questioned in connection with the same case.
Pune police commissioner Amitesh Kumar said
700kg of mephedrone was seized from di�erent
locations in Pune district. PTI

Drug worth ₹2,000 cr. seized
in Pune, New Delhi; 3 arrested

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
on Tuesday issued a notice to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) over the death of
an 80-year-old man at the Mumbai airport after
he failed to get a wheelchair despite prior request
to the airline. According to reports, there were 32
passengers who needed wheelchair on the
particular �ight, but there were only 15 available
with the ground sta�. The octogenarian
collapsed after walking around a kilometre and a
half. The DGCA should send a detailed report to
the commission on the matter within four weeks,
the NHRC said. 

NHRC seeks report from
DGCA on death at airport

Around 800 athletes arrived in Kashmir on
Tuesday to participate in the fourth edition of the
Khelo India Winter Games, as the venue,
Gulmarg, received more than three feet of fresh
snowfall in the past 48 hours. An o�cial said the
athletes from across the country will participate
in events like snowboarding, alpine skiing,
Nordic skiing, and ski mountaineering. “The �eld
of play has been set up by the best technical
teams. We aim to provide international standards
to the players. Snow beaters have been made
functional to set the stage for the games,” Nuzhat
Gul, secretary, J&K Sports Council, said. Gulmarg
is one of the few destinations in the country
deemed �t for winter games.

800 athletes reach Kashmir
for Khelo India Winter games 

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 
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(set by Dr. X)

To solve this puzzle online, 

get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

1 Di�erence in attitudes breaking up ageing parent and son
essentially (10,3)

8 Forces controlled by Maoist in underground revolution (5)

9 Men reviewed problem with main knob controlling church pipes
(5,4)

11 / 18 Detailed narrative in breezy weather report? (4-2-4,7)

12 Hotel just needs strong locks (4)

14 Characters in terrible unrest around America (7)

16 Rebellious writer in European country acting out awkwardly (7)

17 Worrying about daughter hooking up on the internet (1-6)

19 Granitic rock is found in lawn (7)

21 Every beauty's topless (4)

22 Swindle by phoney tourism company (10)

25 More courageous with money belt (9)

26 Dog picking up right scent (5)

27 Gain an advantage over some charlatan easily (5,1,5,2)

Down

2 Remove part of text from it due to blunders (4,3)

3 Order of demolition finally liberates Cold War capital (4,6)

4 America, Britain hosting gathering about nuclear weapon (1-4)

5 Popular girl arguing is getting under one's skin (9)

6 Number series, new for student (4)

7 Seduce a model with finesse, overcoming resistance (7)

8 Myth or otherwise, a blunder to consume dope (5,6)

10 Socialite raised drink, cuddling pretentious maiden in a retreat
(5,6)

13 Erotic item shaped like a heavenly body (10)

15 Unmarried Italian woman and character cavorting on air (9)

18 See 11 Across 

20 Largely formal event featuring a Greek dish (7)

23 Extremely scary broadcast about Middle Eastern country (5)

24 Hunter heartlessly traps bird (4)
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India will invite private
companies to invest about
$26 billion in its nuclear
energy sector to increase
the amount of electricity
from sources that do not
produce carbon dioxide
emissions, two govern-
ment o�cials said.

This is the �rst time that
New Delhi is pursuing priv-
ate investment in nuclear
power, a non-carbon-emit-
ting energy source that
contributes less than 2% of
India’s total electricity gen-
eration. The funding
would help India achieve
its target of having 50% of
its installed electric genera-
tion capacity use non-fossil
fuels by 2030, up from 42%
now.

The government is in
talks with at least �ve priv-
ate �rms, including Re-
liance Industries, Tata
Power, Adani Power, and
Vedanta Ltd., to invest
around ₹440 billion ($5.3
billion) each, the two o�-
cials, who are directly in-
volved in the matter, said
on the condition of ano-
nymity last week.

With the investment,
the government hopes to
build 11,000 megawatts
(MW) of new nuclear pow-
er generation capacity by
2040, said the o�cials, ad-

ding that the plan is still be-
ing �nalised.

The state-run Nuclear
Power Corporation of In-
dia Ltd. (NPCIL) owns and
operates the country’s
�eet of nuclear power
plants, with a capacity of
7,500 MW, and has com-
mitted investments for
another 1,300 MW.

The Department of
Atomic Energy and NPCIL
have held multiple rounds
of discussions with the
private �rms in the past
year on the investment
plan, the o�cials said.

The Department of
Atomic Energy, NPCIL, Ta-
ta Power, Reliance Indus-
tries, Adani Power, and Ve-
danta did not respond to
queries.

The o�cials said under
the funding plan, the priv-
ate companies will make
the investments in the nu-
clear plants, acquire land,
water, and undertake con-
struction in areas outside
the reactor complex of the
plants. But the rights to
build and run the stations
and their fuel management
will rest with NPCIL as al-
lowed under the law, they
said. The private compa-
nies are expected to earn
revenue from the power
plant’s electricity sales and
NPCIL would operate the
projects for a fee, the o�-
cials said.

‘India to seek $26 bn
private investment in
nuclear power sector’
Reuters
NEW DELHI

R
ules that bully wo-
men employees
out of their jobs

for getting married or hav-
ing domestic issues
amount to “coarse gender
discrimination” and are
plainly unconstitutional,
the Supreme Court has
said.

“Terminating employ-
ment because the woman
has got married is a coarse
case of gender discrimina-
tion and inequality. Accep-
tance of such patriarchal
rule undermines human
dignity, right to non-dis-
crimination and fair treat-
ment. Laws and regula-
tions based on
gender-based bias are con-
stitutionally impermissi-
ble,” the court said in a re-
cent order.

The observations were
part of an order which
upheld the rights of a wo-
man permanent commis-
sioned o�cer in the Mili-
tary Nursing Service who
was discharged for getting
married. 

A Bench headed by Jus-

tice Sanjiv Khanna directed
the Union Government to
pay former Lieutenant Seli-
na John ₹60 lakh in com-
pensation within eight
weeks as a full and �nal set-
tlement of all her claims.
The government had come
in appeal against a deci-
sion of the Lucknow Bench
of the Armed Forces Tribu-
nal which had ruled in her
favour.

Noting that her release
from services was both
“wrong and illegal”, the
Supreme Court found that
the rule against marriage

was applicable only to wo-
men nursing o�cers. The
rule was “ex facie manifest-
ly arbitrary”.

“Rules making marriage
of women employees and
their domestic involve-
ment a ground for disentit-
lement would be unconsti-
tutional,” the order noted.

The court also recorded
that the Army instruction
concerned with the terms
and conditions of service
for the grant of permanent
commissions in the Mili-
tary Nursing Service was
withdrawn in 1995.

Rules that edge out
women from jobs due
to marriage illegal: SC

The court said terminating employment because the woman has

got married is a coarse case of gender discrimination. FILE PHOTO 

Regulations based on gender-based bias unconstitutional, it says; asks

govt. to pay compensation to a woman permanent commissioned o�cer

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor was conferred the
‘Chevalier de la Legion d’
Honneur’, the highest civi-
lian honour in France, at
an intimate ceremony at
the French Embassy on
Tuesday.

The French government
had announced the award
for Mr. Tharoor in August
2022, but the formal con-
ferring took place on Tues-
day. 

Mr. Tharoor said his re-
lationship with France be-
gan during his UN stint and
that he always “nurtured a
sense of profound respect
for French democracy” as
the land where “the peo-
ple” �rst replaced “the
king” as the nucleus of the
nation. “The conferral of
this award to an Indian is
also an acknowledgement
of deepening of Franco-In-
dian relations,” he said. 

Tharoor 
gets highest
civilian award
of France

Shashi Tharoor

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

One of the largest assess-
ments of its kind, spanning
99 million people and in-
vestigating reports of ad-
verse reactions following
COVID-19 vaccination,
found that instances of
Guillain-Barre Syndrome,
myocarditis, pericarditis,
and cerebral venous sinus
thrombosis (CVST) were at
least 1.5 times more than
expected following inocu-
lation with mRNA and
ChAdOX1 vaccines. 

This is in line with pre-
vious observations by the
World Health Organization
and the European Medi-
cines Agency, and was
what led to these being
classi�ed as rare side ef-
fects following the vaccina-
tion for COVID-19.

The data set did not in-
clude patients from India.
However, a majority of In-
dians were administered

the ChAdOX1, or Covish-
ield, vaccines during the
pandemic

The need for rapid deve-
lopment and administra-
tion of vaccines saw a
range of new approaches
to vaccination, namely the
use of synthetic viral parti-
cles, or protein constructs
being administered follow-
ing shortened testing
programmes.

Guillain-Barre syn-
drome is a disorder in
which the immune system
attacks the nerves. While
rarely fatal, it can cause
muscular damage and can

require prolonged treat-
ment. CVST refers to blood
clots in the brain. Myocar-
ditis and pericarditis are
in�ammation of the heart
tissue. All of these are se-
rious conditions and po-
tentially fatal.

The Global Covid Vac-
cine Safety Project, which
made the assessment,
compiled electronic
healthcare data on adverse
events related to COVID-19
vaccines from participants
across multiple sites, in-
cluding Argentina, Austra-
lia, Canada, and Denmark.

The analysis involved
computing the so-called
OE ratios, or observed ver-
sus expected ratios. This
means �rst healthcare pro-
viders, having a baseline
‘expectation’ of how many
adverse events are likely gi-
ven a certain number of
vaccinated people, and
comparing it with the num-
ber of events actually re-
ported to health systems.

Expectations are formed
based on experience with
the rates of vaccination,
and reactions observed
historically. Ratios greater
than 1.5 or, in other words,
50% more adverse-reac-
tion reports than what is
expected, are considered
“potential safety signals”,
or necessitating a thorough
investigation.

“OE ratios >1.5 were ob-
served for Guillain-Barré
syndrome and cerebral ve-
nous sinus thrombosis
(3.23) following the �rst
dose of ChAdOx1 vaccine,”
notes the study, published
this month in the peer-re-
viewed journal Vaccine.

As on December 6,
2022, a total of 92,003 ad-
verse events following im-
munisation have been re-
ported in India since the
start of vaccination, the
Health Ministry told Parlia-
ment. This is about
0.009% of Indians who
took COVID-19 vaccines.

Study �nds rise in blood clots, heart
in�ammation after COVID vaccination 
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The data set did not include

patients from India.

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the West Bengal As-
sembly, Suvendu Adhikari,
was allowed to visit San-
deshkhali on Tuesday at
the intervention of the Cal-
cutta High Court.

The BJP leader had been
stopped by the police from
visiting the area on two oc-
casions earlier this month,
after protests broke out on
the island over allegations
of sexual assault and land
grab by local Trinamool
Congress leaders. 

Hundreds of people, in-
cluding women, came to
greet Mr. Adhikari at the is-
land. Women also broke
down as they narrated
their plight to the BJP MLA. 

During the day, the Divi-
sion Bench expressed its
disappointment that the
prime accused [Trinamool
leader Sheikh Shahjahan]

remained absconding. 
CPI(M) leader Brinda

Karat was also allowed to
visit Sandeshkhali. 

She claimed that law-
lessness prevailed on the
island. 

BJP leader Suvendu
visits Sandeshkhali
after HC intervention 
Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Journalist
remanded in
police custody

A court at Basirhat in West
Bengal’s North 24
Parganas on Tuesday
remanded a journalist
from Sandeshkhali in
police custody for three
days. Santu Pan, a
journalist with a TV news
channel, was arrested on
Monday. The arrest was
caught live on television as
he was dragged from the
Sandeshkhali ferry ghat.
The arrest has drawn
condemnation from the
Editor’s Guild.
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MARKETS
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-1.59MARKET WATCH

TUESDAY % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 73,057 ddddddddddddddddddddddd 0.48

US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddddddddd82.97 ddddddddddddddddddddddd 0.04

Golddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 62,700 dddddddddddddddddddddd -0.15

Brent oildddddddddddddddddddddddddddd82.22 dddddddddddddddddddddd -1.59

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3228.60. . . . . . . . -30.20

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1300.50. . . . . . . . . . -6.50

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6759.45. . . . . . . . 102.30

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3011.65. . . . . . . . . . 13.55

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1088.60. . . . . . . . . . 25.65

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 8295.20. . . . . . -214.50

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1602.85. . . . . . . . -17.30

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6763.60. . . . . . . . . . 50.80

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1143.95. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.75

BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 657.60. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.05

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4921.15. . . . . . . . . . -4.10

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1451.65. . . . . . . . -18.70

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 446.50. . . . . . . . -14.50

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3712.75. . . . . . . . -10.70

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6376.00. . . . . . . . -41.15

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3828.10. . . . . . . . -74.75

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2192.25. . . . . . . . . . 23.65

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1663.05. . . . . . . . -12.20

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1454.30. . . . . . . . . . 37.20

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 587.95. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.75

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4663.35. . . . . . -189.25

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 511.60. . . . . . . . . . -0.70

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2404.10. . . . . . . . . . 16.95

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1048.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00

IndusInd Bank. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1504.20. . . . . . . . . . 20.60

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1685.25. . . . . . . . -14.50

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 406.10. . . . . . . . . . -3.15

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 821.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1762.50. . . . . . . . . . 31.10

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3356.75. . . . . . . . . . 16.90

LTIMindtree Ltd. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5504.35. . . . . . . . . . -9.70

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1853.65. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.10

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 11446.45. . . . . . . . -36.90

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2539.40. . . . . . . . . . 26.15

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 345.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 6.95

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 276.60. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.95

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 287.90. . . . . . . . . . 11.55

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2942.05. . . . . . . . . . -5.95

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1513.55. . . . . . . . . . 24.70

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 760.10. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.85

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1538.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.60

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1154.40. . . . . . . . . . -0.60

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 926.35. . . . . . . . . . -6.25

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 141.05. . . . . . . . . . -0.90

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4030.65. . . . . . . . -73.15

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1320.55. . . . . . . . . . 10.55

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3686.70. . . . . . . . . . -8.35

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . . . 9978.95. . . . . . . . . . 76.75

UPL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 498.05. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.50

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 531.95. . . . . . . . . . -4.00

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4

p.m. on February 20

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 82.76. . . . . . . . . . 83.08

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 89.37. . . . . . . . . . 89.72

British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 104.36. . . . . . . . 104.77

Japanese Yen (100). . . . . . .. . . . . 55.07. . . . . . . . . . 55.29

Chinese Yuan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 11.50. . . . . . . . . . 11.54

Swiss Franc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 93.86. . . . . . . . . . 94.24

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 61.53. . . . . . . . . . 61.78

Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 61.34. . . . . . . . . . 61.58

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 17.24. . . . . . . . . . 17.32

Australian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 54.21. . . . . . . . . . 54.43

Source:Indian Bank

Sun Pharmaceutical Industries has decided to
acquire 16.33% stake for about $3.05 million in
Surgimatix Inc., an Illinois-headquartered �rm
developing a proprietary soft tissue �xation
device for laparoscopic hernia repair and other
minimally invasive surgeries. The acquisition is
expected to be completed by this month, subject
to ful�lment of certain conditions, Sun Pharma
said on Tuesday, announcing the signing of an
agreement with the U.S. �rm. 

Sun to buy 16.33% in U.S.’s
Surgimatix for $3.05 million  

INBRIEF
�

Tech Mahindra said it has acquired Orchid
Cybertech Services Inc. (OCSI), a BPO �rm in
Philippines that is a service provider to
Australia’s TPG Telecom. The acquisition of 100%
shareholding is for Australian $5 million and
undertaken through wholly owned subsidiary
vCustomer Philippines Inc. OCSI, including its
assets and employees, will become part of TechM
and TechM will provide customer support and
other services to TPG, TechM said in a �ling.

TechM acquires Philippines
BPO �rm for Australian $5 mn  

The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has
approved acquisition of up to about 8.79% of
equity shares of Pricol by Minda Corporation.
The CCI said in a release that the acquirer (Minda
Corporation) is engaged in manufacture of auto
components and caters to original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs) and tier-1 suppliers in
India, while the target company (Pricol)
manufactures auto components for OEMs, tier-1
and replacement markets in India and abroad. 

CCI allows Minda Corp to
acquire up to 8.79% in Pricol 

T
he outlook for a
“reasonably low
headline in�ation

rate is good”, the Finance
Ministry said on Tuesday,
citing the steady fall in core
in�ation and moderation
in food prices along with
higher foodgrain bu�er
stocks and healthy rabi
harvest prospects.

Terming strong private
consumption as the “be-
drock of high growth”, the
ministry in its monthly
economic review for Janu-
ary said India’s private con-

sumption trends now re-
�ect “buoyant consumer
sentiment that is generally
associated with reduced
economic uncertainty”.

The ministry said that
household consumption
was expected to improve,
while capital formation
prospects were bright ow-

ing to an upturn in the
private capex cycle,
healthy balance sheets of
banks and corporates, and
the Centre’s capital expen-
diture thrust.

Although merchandise
exports had declined
about 5% so far this year,
the ministry noted an im-
provement in the global
trade outlook and said ris-
ing integration in the glo-
bal supply chain would
support net external de-
mand. However, the minis-
try said, there were down-
side risks including a spike
in commodity prices from
geopolitical shocks, and

more persistent underly-
ing in�ation in the deve-
loped world, which could
extend tight monetary con-
ditions and hurt exports.

With rabi sowing slightly
higher than last year, the
ministry asserted that high
reservoir levels, adequate
availability of fertilisers
and seeds, and growing
tractor sales support im-
provements in sowing
acreage and output. That
total foodgrain stocks
stood at 3.2 times the bu�-
er norm requirement for
Jan.-Mar. would aid in
“curbing in�ationary pres-
sures,” the ministry stated.

‘Consumers upbeat, in�ation to cool’ 
Private consumption trends indicate buoyant consumer sentiment, FinMin notes in its monthly economic review; adds it

expects household consumption to improve, capital formation prospects to rise with an upturn in the private capex cycle

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s rural spending fell
for the second successive
quarter, slumping 1.9% in
the October-December
quarter with consumption
levels in the hinterland hit-
ting an 18-quarter low,
even as urban consump-
tion grew at a �ve-quarter
high pace of 9.8%, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services
reckoned in a report.

The �rm’s economists
based their conclusion on
the simple average of 12
proxy indicators for rural
consumption, which had
contracted 0.5% in the pre-
ceding quarter. Similarly,
nine indicators were used
to assess urban consump-

tion, which they said had
improved sharply from the
6.9% growth logged in the
second quarter.

“It is clear that rural
spending, especially the
agricultural sector, re-
mained weak in Q3,” they
wrote, citing the continu-
ous deterioration in reser-
voir levels, farm exports,
tractor sales and muted

wage growth. These fac-
tors outpaced improve-
ments seen in two-wheeler
sales, fertiliser availability
and real farm credit �ows.

Urban spending was re-
�ected in “continued ro-
bustness” in passenger
vehicle sales, personal cre-
dit growth and a 10.5% rise
in salary bill of BSE 500
�rms during Q3, they said.

‘Rural consumption slumped
to an 18-quarter low in Q3’ 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Dry quarter: It is clear that rural spending, especially the agri

sector, remained weak in Q3, the economists wrote. NAGARA GOPAL

In�ation expectations may
stabilise and edge down
although renewed pres-
sures from cereals and pro-
teins cannot be ruled out,
Reserve Bank of India o�-
cials wrote in an article in
the RBI’s February bulletin
released on Tuesday.

Citing the fact that retail
in�ation slowed to a three-
month low of 5.1% in Janu-
ary, from December’s
5.69%, the o�cials noted
that overall in�ation deve-
lopments were turning fa-
vourable, providing a sta-
ble environment for
corporates to plan expan-

sion strategies in anticipa-
tion of a demand pick-up.

“Non-food wholesale
price in�ation remains in
de�ation,” they wrote in
the article on the ‘State of
the Economy’. “This
should augur well for the
input cost outlook and sell-
ing prices of manufactur-
ing �rms,” they added.

A fresh round of capital
spending by corporates
would likely fuel the next
leg of growth, they wrote. 

In�ation expectations
may stabilise, edge
down, say RBI o�cials

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

‘In�ation events
turning favourable,
providing a stable
environment for
corporates to plan’

TVS Supply Chain Solu-
tions (TVS SCS) announced
its contract with Rolls-
Royce had been extended
for 5 years till 2029.

The partnership exten-
sion will be for the Parts
Distribution Centre (PDC)
in Singapore serving the
Asia Paci�c markets for
Rolls-Royce’s Power Sys-
tems business unit. The
collaboration between TVS
SCS and Rolls-Royce Power
Systems regional centre,
Rolls-Royce Solutions Asia,
began in early 2013 to en-
hance productivity at the
PDC with an Automated
Storage and Retrieval Sys-
tem, TVS SCS said.

TVS SCS
extends
contract with
Rolls-Royce 

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI India e�ected sharp cuts in

import duties on frozen
turkey, blueberries and
cranberries, and scrapped
the duty on extra-long sta-
ple (ELS) cotton making it
easier for U.S. exporters to
tap the Indian market, as
per a Finance Ministry
decision.

The move, which will
make it easier for produc-
ers to meet Indian consum-
ers’ demand for these
items that are generally not
produced locally, stems
from bilateral trade talks
between India and the U.S.
held on the sidelines of the
G20 leaders’ summit.

The two sides had
agreed to resolve outstand-
ing disputes at the World

Trade Organisation (WTO)
concerning the import of
certain agricultural pro-
ducts. “These tari� cuts
will expand economic op-
portunities for U.S. agricul-
tural producers in a critical
market and help bring
more U.S. products to cus-
tomers in India,” U.S.
Trade Representative Kath-
erine Tai’s o�ce had said
at the time. 

Frozen turkey meat and
edible o�al imports will

now attract 5% import le-
vies compared with 30%
earlier. Duties on frozen
and dried blueberries and
cranberries has been
slashed to 10% from 30%.
Preserved or prepared
cranberries will attract a
5% import duty, while
packaged blueberries will
face a 10% levy. 

A textile industry o�cial
said 26% of India’s cotton
imports last year were of
the ELS variety, which is
not produced here, and
ongoing e�orts to grow
such cotton will take time.
“Why would the domestic
industry import the cotton
if it was available locally?
For those using U.S. and
Egyptian cotton, the zero
import duty on ELS cotton
will improve global com-
petitiveness,” he added.

Duties on blueberries, cotton,
cranberries from U.S. slashed
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The clari�cations issued by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) via its Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQs)
has helped Paytm to
achieve ‘normalcy’ in busi-
ness, a company o�cial
said without quantifying
the recovery in volume.

“The RBI had con�rmed
through the FAQ that
Paytm QR, Soundbox and
card machine will continue
to operate seamlessly for
all merchant partners,” the
o�cial said, speaking on
condition of anonymity.
“After that the company is
back to steady business.”

The o�cial said the com-
pany’s decision to open an
escrow account with Axis
Bank to continue seamless
merchant settlements as
before had also helped
reassure customers.

Paytm’s stock hit the 5%
upper circuit for the third
straight session on the BSE
on Tuesday.

‘Paytm app back to
steady business after
RBI’s clari�cations’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

After a long delay, a strong
rebound in demand from
the IT sector has spurred
air travel for business pur-
poses, said Luke Goggin,
Virgin Atlantic’s vice presi-
dent for Global Sales.

“The industry that had
not caught up fast was
technology and IT,” Mr.
Goggin said in an interac-
tion with The Hindu.

“That has completely
changed. In the fourth
quarter, the fastest grow-
ing and most valuable cus-
tomers are technology and
IT customers,” he added.

He explained that cor-

porate travel recovery post
the COVID-19 pandemic
started with small busi-
nesses, followed by �nan-
cial services which had
back-end o�ces and re-
gional o�ces in India. 

The London-headquar-
tered airline announced
the unveiling of its fourth
�ight to India, which
would connect Bengaluru
with London Heathrow,
from March 31. With Ben-
galuru being India’s IT cap-
ital, the airline expects to
see �ights out of the city to
account for its highest
share of corporate travell-
ers out of India by as much
as 30% of the aircraft ca-
pacity. 

IT sector’s return
boosts corporate air
travel: Virgin Atlantic

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

ee375ed0-1f03-4fcb-8036-291586ac12ed
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Prince William, the heir to the British throne, called on Tuesday for

an end to fighting in the Gaza Strip as soon as possible. In a

statement released by his o�ice at Kensington Palace, he stopped

short of calling for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza as the House of

Commons prepares for a vote on that issue on Wednesday. AP

Prince William appeals for an end
to �ghting in Gaza at the earliest

LONDON

AFP
X

Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh arrived in Cairo on Tuesday for talks

with Egyptian o�icials, days after mediators said chances for a new

truce with Israel had dimmed. The head of Hamas’s political bureau

will “hold talks with Egyptian o�icials on the political situation and

the situation in the field”, a statement said. AFP

Hamas chief arrives in Egypt for
negotiations on cease�re in Gaza

CAIRO

AFP
X

Russia’s FSB security services said on Tuesday it had arrested a

U.S.-Russian woman suspected of treason for raising funds for the

Ukrainian Army. The FSB in Yekaterinburg said it had “suppressed

the illegal activities” of a 33-year-old woman, a resident of Los

Angeles with dual citizenship, and taken her into custody. AFP

Kremlin arrests U.S.-Russian
woman on charges of treason

MOSCOW

AFP
X

South Africa argued at the United Nations’ top court on Tuesday

that Israel is responsible for apartheid against the Palestinians and

that Israel’s occupation of land sought for a Palestinian state is

“inherently and fundamentally illegal.” Israel rejects such claims.

Israel is also not making a statement during the hearings. AP

South Africa accuses Israel of
apartheid against Palestinians

THE HAGUE

REUTERS

Sport

India and Sri Lanka are set
to take ongoing discus-
sions on the Economic and
Trade Cooperation Agree-
ment (ETCA) forward, with
the next two rounds of bi-
lateral talks scheduled la-
ter this month and in
March.

The progress in negotia-
tions is signi�cant for New
Delhi and Colombo, as the
much-discussed pact was
stalled in the past, owing to
sti� opposition from some
worker unions and har-
dline Sinhala-nationalist
politicians, who saw the
agreement as favouring In-
dian interests predomi-
nantly, while endangering
Sri Lankan labour. At least
11 rounds of discussions
were held between 2016
and 2019, when the Maith-
ripala Sirisena-Ranil Wick-
remesinghe administration
was in power, but the two
sides failed to reach an
agreement amid protests
in Sri Lanka. 

President Wickremes-
inghe has emphasised the
need for trade pacts to aid
the country’s economic re-
covery. Earlier this month,
Sri Lanka inked a free
trade pact with Thailand.
India, followed by China,
are the other two key
partners with which Mr.
Wickremesinghe is keen to
have upgraded agree-
ments, even as Sri Lankans
reel under the painful af-
termath of a �nancial
meltdown.

After talks on the stalled
pact resumed under Presi-
dent Wickremesinghe last
year, substantial discus-
sions have been held. The
Sri Lankan government
sees the resumption of ET-
CA negotiations as “a sig-

ni�cant step towards
strengthening the econom-
ic partnership between Sri
Lanka and India.”

Sub-committees formed
According to an update is-
sued after the Sri Lankan
Cabinet met on Monday,
the 13th round of discus-
sions on the proposed ET-
CA was held in New Delhi
for 10 days beginning Janu-
ary 8, 2024. Nine sub-com-
mittees tasked with look-
ing into various aspects
such as goods trade, ser-
vice trade, rules of the ori-
gin and customs procedure
and easing the trade held
deliberations. 

O�cial sources familiar
with the negotiations told
The Hindu that the two
sides are exploring ways of
linking service trade to in-
vestments to ensure there
is no threat to local labour.
“Free movement of indivi-
dual professionals is not
anticipated in the agree-
ment,” a senior o�cial
said. Mr. Wickremesinghe
on Monday briefed his Ca-
binet on the talks, and the
14th round of discussions
of the proposed agreement
is scheduled to be held on
the �rst week of March
2024, the o�cial press re-
lease said.

India and Sri Lanka �rst
signed a free trade agree-
ment in 1998. While the
two sides have since at-
tempted to upgrade it mul-
tiple times, the attempts
proved unsuccessful.

India, Sri Lanka move
forward with talks on
trade agreement 

The pact was stalled
in the past due to
opposition from
some worker unions
and hardline
Sinhala-nationalist
politicians

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

T
he United States ve-
toed a UN Security
Council resolution

on Tuesday that called for
an immediate cease�re in
Gaza, even as President Joe
Biden faced mounting
pressure to dial back sup-
port for Israel.

The resolution, which
Algeria had been working
on for three weeks, had de-
manded “an immediate
humanitarian cease�re
that must be respected by
all parties.”

“Proceeding with a vote
today was wishful and ir-
responsible... we cannot
support a resolution that
would put sensitive nego-
tiations in jeopardy,” said
Washington’s Ambassador
to the UN Linda Thomas-
Green�eld, while advocat-
ing an alternate resolution
drafted by the U.S.

The vote came as Israel
prepares to move into the

southern Gaza Strip city of
Rafah, where some 1.4 mil-
lion people have �ed, as
part of its mission to des-
troy the Palestinian mili-
tant group Hamas.

However Israel is facing
increased pressure to hold
o�, including from its clos-
est ally the United States.

The draft resolution had
opposed the “forced dis-
placement of the Palesti-

nian civilian population.”
It additionally demand-

ed the release of all hostag-
es taken by Hamas in an at-
tack on October 7.

But, similarly to other
previous drafts spurned by
the U.S. and Israel, the text
did not condemn that as-
sault by Hamas, which left
about 1,160 people dead in
southern Israel, mostly
civilians.

Israel’s retaliatory cam-
paign has killed more than
29,000 people in Gaza,
mostly women and chil-
dren, according to the lat-
est count by the Hamas-
run territory’s Health
Ministry.

U.S.’s head up
The U.S. warned over the
weekend that Algeria’s text
was not acceptable, threa-
tening to veto it.

Washington had argued
that the passage of such a
cease�re resolution would
endanger ongoing delicate
diplomatic negotiations
which could see the re-
lease of hostages from Ga-
za. The U.S. instead circu-
lated an alternate draft.

While that text does in-
clude the word “cease�re”
— which the U.S. has pre-
viously avoided, vetoing
two drafts in October and
December which used the
term — it does not call for
the end of hostilities to
happen immediately.

U.S. vetoes UN vote on Gaza
cease�re, pushes alternative

Failed bid: The UN Security Council holds a meeting on the Gaza

war, at the UN Headquarters in New York on Wednesday. AFP

The resolution, prepared by Algeria, had called for an immediate humanitarian cease�re;

Washington says pact would put ‘sensitive negotiations in jeopardy’ risking the release of hostages

Agence France-Presse 
NEW YORK

Israel ordered new evacua-
tions from parts of Gaza Ci-
ty on Tuesday, as a study
led by the UN children’s
agency found that one in
six children are acutely
malnourished in the isolat-
ed and largely devastated
north of the territory,
where the city is located.

The report by the Global
Nutrition Cluster, an aid
partnership led by UN-
ICEF, says more than 90%
of children under 5 in Gaza
eat two or fewer food
groups a day, known as
severe food poverty. A si-
milar percentage are af-
fected by infectious
diseases.

The Israeli military or-
dered the evacuation of
the Zaytoun and Turko-
man neighbourhoods on
the southern edge of Gaza
City, an indication that Pal-
estinian militants are still
putting up sti� resistance
in areas of northern Gaza
that the Israeli military said
had been largely cleared.

UNICEF says
one in six
Gaza children
malnourished

Associated Press
RAFAH

WikiLeaks founder Julian
Assange was on Tuesday
absent due to illness from a
London court hearing his
�nal appeal against extra-
dition to the United States
to face trial for publishing
secret military and diplo-
matic �les.

Opening the two-day
hearing in Mr. Assange’s
absence, his lawyer Ed-
ward Fitzgerald said his
prosecution could not be
justi�ed.

Washington wants the
Australian extradited after
he was charged there mul-
tiple times between 2018
and 2020 over WikiLeaks’
2010 publication of �les re-
lating to the US-led wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

“He is being prosecuted
for engaging in ordinary
journalistic practice of ob-
taining and publishing
classi�ed information, in-
formation that is both true
and of obvious and impor-
tant public interest,” Mr.
Fitzgerald said.

Sick Assange
absent at
extradition
hearing

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Russian President Vladimir
Putin did not see the video
in which Alexei Navalny’s
widow vowed to continue
his �ght against the Krem-
lin, his spokesperson said
on Tuesday. The spokes-
person also dismissed her
allegations that Mr. Putin
had killed the country’s
opposition leader as “un-

founded” and “insolent.” 
In the video released on

Monday, Yulia Navalnaya
accused Mr. Putin of killing
her husband in the remote
Artic prison and alleged
that o�cials’ refusal to
hand over his body to his
mother was part of a cover-
up. 

“They are cowardly and
meanly hiding his body, re-
fusing to give it to his moth-

er and lying miserably
while waiting for the trace
of” poison to disappear,
Ms. Navalnaya said. 

She suggested her hus-
band might have been
killed with a Novichok-
style nerve agent. 

‘Unknown cause’
Russian authorities said
that the cause of Mr. Naval-
ny’s death on Friday is still

unknown and the results
of any investigation are
likely to be questioned
abroad. Many Western
leaders have already said
they hold Mr. Putin res-
ponsible for the death. 

“These are absolutely
unfounded, insolent accu-
sations about the head of
the Russian state,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said.

Kremlin rejects claim by Navalny’s
widow that he was killed by Putin
Associated Press

The mother of Alexei Na-
valny urged Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin to “im-
mediately” release the
body of her son, in her �rst
comments since his death
in an Arctic prison.

Navalny’s mother, Lyud-
mila Navalnaya, travelled
to the remote IK-3 penal
colony on Saturday, the

morning after his death
was announced, and has
since been barred from
seeing his body. 

“I appeal to you, Vladi-
mir Putin. The solution to
the issue depends only on
you,” she said in a video
published by his team. 

“Let me �nally see my
son. I demand that Alexei’s
body be released imme-
diately so that I can bury
him in a humane way.”

Navalny’s mother asks
Putin to release body 
Agence France-Presse
MOSCOW

Ramkumar Ramanathan
served big and stroked
with intelligence to turn
the tide in the nick of time
in both sets as he knocked
out Stefano Napolitano,
the champion of the last
tournament in Bengaluru,
7-6(5), 7-6(5) in the �rst
round of the $133,250 Ma-
ha Open Challenger tennis
tournament at the Balewa-
di Stadium on Tuesday.

After the Chennai Chal-
lenger champion Sumit Na-
gal had perspired to a 7-6
(6), 6-4 victory over Yu
Hsiou Hsu of Chinese Tai-
pei on the centre court,
fans stayed on to cheer
Ramkumar. 

Ramkumar �red 15 aces
and his imaginative stroke

play and uncanny sharp-
ness on the big points won
him the match against the
204th ranked Italian.

Ramkumar converted
one of the nine break
points in the match, while
Napolitano won one of two
break points, early in the
match.

The woes of Sriram Ba-
laji and Andre Begemann
of Germany continued in
doubles, as the fourth
seeds lost in the �rst
round, despite having a
match point.

The results: 

Singles (first round): Sumit
Nagal bt Yu Hsiou Hsu (Tpe)

7-6(4), 6-4; Maks Kasnikowski
(Pol) bt Seongchan Hong (Kor)
6-4, 6-2; Dane Sweeny (Aus) bt
Maxime Janvier (Fra) 4-6, 6-1,
7-6(4); Valentin Vacherot (Mon) bt
Vasek Pospisil (Can) 6-3, 7-5.

Enzo Couacaud (Fra) bt Bernard
Tomic (Aus) 6-4, 6-2; Felix Gill
(GBr) bt Coleman Wong (Hkg)
7-6(4), 4-6, 6-3; Adam Walton
(Aus) bt Raphael Collignon (Bel)
7-6(1), 6-2; Alexey Zakharov bt
Oliver Crawford (GBr) 7-6(4), 6-3.

Ramkumar Ramanathan bt
Stefano Napolitano (Ita) 7-6(5),
7-6(5); Tristan Boyer (USA) & Oriol
Roca Batalla (Esp) 6-2, 4-6, 6-2;
Duje Ajdukovic (Cro) bt Sebastian
Fanselow (Ger) 5-7, 7-6(1), 6-3.

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):

Siddhant Banthia & Parikshit
Somani bt Luca Margaroli (Sui) &
Goncalo Oliveira (Por) 5-7, 7-6(5),
[10-5]; Tristan Schoolkate &
Adam Walton (Aus) bt Sai Karteek
Reddy & Karan Singh 3-6, 6-3,
[10-4].

Toshihide Matsui & Kaito Uesugi
(Jpn) bt Sriram Balaji & Andre
Begemann (Ger) 4-6, 7-6(5),
[10-5].

Ramkumar shocks Napolitano
MAHA OPEN

Kamesh Srinivasan
PUNE

Great win: Ramkumar pulled o� a sparkling victory.

KAMESH SRINIVASAN 

Chennai Blitz stamped its
authority over Kochi Blue
Spikers with a dominant
3-0 win in the Prime Vol-
leyball League season
three at the SDAT multi-
purpose indoor stadium
here on Tuesday.

Spikers was quick to
take a 4-1 lead at the start,
with Aman Kumar deliver-
ing a super serve. Howev-
er, Blitz did not stay still as
Dhilip Kumar showcased
resistance, and the host
restored parity at 7-7. Chen-
nai captain Akhin G.S.
combined with Douglas
Bueno and Leandro Jose to

ensure the team clinched
the �rst set 15-10. 

The two teams were
neck and neck in the se-

cond set but Chennai man-
aged to pull one through to
14-12 with Dhilip’s pike
shot. However, it was Sa-

meer Chaudhary’s one-
hand push that cemented
the second set 15-12.

Akhin guarded the de-
fence and led its attack
with Dhilip. Quiet in the se-
cond set, Abhinav came to
form in the third with a
spike towards Surya Nanjil,
who failed to stop it as Ko-
chi ensued a slender 6-4
advantage. 

While Kochi command-
ed most of the third set,
three successive points
and a timeout saw the host
make a comeback at 14-14.
Dhilip and Jose teamed up
for the double block and
earned Chennai two
straight points, 16-14, and
its second win.

The result: Chennai Blitz bt
Kochi Blue Spikers 3-0 (15-10,
15-12, 16-14).

Blitz ease past Spikers, earn 
their second victory

PVL

Netra V.
CHENNAI

On the prowl: Dhilip dished out a commendable performance.

B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM
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Nasser Hussain has lashed out at Ben Duckett for suggesting that

Yashasvi Jaiswal’s aggressive batting was influenced by England’s

Bazball ploy. “Jaiswal has not learned from Duckett, he has learned

from his upbringing and all the hard yards he has put in, he has

learned from the IPL. If anything, I’d learn from him,” Hussain said.

Jaiswal has learned from his
upbringing, not Bazball: Hussain

REALITY CHECK

VIJAY SONEJI
X

Virat Kohli and Anushka Sharma announced on Tuesday that they

were blessed with a baby boy. “With abundant happiness and our

hearts full of love, we are pleased to inform everyone that on

February 15, we welcomed our baby boy Akaay and Vamika’s little

brother into this world,” Kohli posted on Instagram.

Kohli and Anushka announce 
the birth of baby boy Akaay

BLESSED

ANI
X

Rishabh Pant remains on course for a comeback in the IPL after

taking part in a practice game organised by his Delhi Capitals in

Alur. “The match was part of assessing his mobility. He has been

batting at nets for a while and playing in a practice game was more

like an extension of it,” said an NCA source.

Rishabh Pant looks on course for
much-anticipated IPL comeback

ROYAL RETURN

FILE PHOTO
X

U Mumba and Telugu Titans ended their campaigns on a thrilling

note as they shared points in a gripping 45-45 tie in a Pro Kabaddi

League Season 10 match at Panchkula on Tuesday. Titans skipper

Pawan Sehrawat was the top performer with 14 raid points while U

Mumba’s Amirmohammad Zafardanesh finished with 11.

U Mumba and Titans �nish their
campaigns with a perfect tie

THRILLER

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

D
elhi Capitals did al-
most everything
right in season one

of the WPL to get its hands
on the inaugural title. The
side roped in an associate
nation player to give itself a
�ve-foreigner cushion.
Power-hitting and stroke-
play were both prioritised
in the building of a solid
batting line-up and the
side’s two-pronged pace at-
tack featuring Shikha Pan-
dey and Marizanne Kapp
ran riot during the season.
Capitals eventually
watched Mumbai Indians
get its name inscribed on
the WPL trophy after fall-
ing short in the �nal and
will seek revenge this time
around.

A few chinks notwith-
standing, the Meg Lanning-
led side is still one of the
most balanced ones on
paper. The recently retired
Australian �nished as the
Orange Cap holder in the
WPL last year with 345
runs in nine games with a
strike rate of 139.11. 

She comes to India after
a stellar run with the bat
for Victoria in Australia’s
Women’s National Cricket
League. 

The Lanning-Shafali
Verma stand was a specta-
tor’s treat in the �rst chap-
ter. An in-form Jemimah
Rodrigues bolsters the
middle-order with Alice

Capsey providing a �nish-
ing option. However, the
lack of multiple left-hand-
ed batters hurt the team
before and is an issue the
side has not addressed
adequately in the auction.

Jess Jonassen, who
seems to have dropped
down the pecking order in
the Australian national
side, will be a useful re-

source for Lanning. 
She also provides the

lone left-hand batting op-
tion for the side and is a
cool customer under pres-
sure with bat and ball. In-
dia’s Titas Sadhu might fan-
cy more game time after a
commanding show against
Australia a few months
ago.

However, the player to

keep an eye on will be the
side’s only leg-spinner Poo-
nam Yadav, who faded
away from the national set-
up after the 2020 T20
World Cup. 

She comes into the tour-
nament in good form (24
wickets in the inter-zonal
tournament and 16 in the
one-day trophy) and will
hope to use the league as
an audition to head back to
the Indian side ahead of
the T20 World Cup in Ban-
gladesh later this year.

The squad:

Meg Lanning (Capt.), Jemimah
Rodrigues, Laura Harris, Shafali
Verma, Alice Capsey, Annabel
Sutherland, Arundathi Reddy,
Ashwani Kumari, Jess Jonassen,
Marizanne Kapp, Sneha Deepthi,
Minnu Mani, Radha Yadav, Shikha
Pandey, Aparna Mondal, Taniyaa
Bhatia, Poonam Yadav, and Titas
Sadhu.

Capitals will be keen to go 
the distance in Season 2

Terrific trio: Top-order batters Jemimah, Lanning and Shafali will look to give Capitals

rousing starts. FILE PHOTO: SPORTZPICS/WPL

The Meg Lanning-led out�t is one of the most balanced sides on paper; however, lack of multiple

left-handed batters is an issue the franchise did not adequately address at the auction table

WPL COUNTDOWN

Lavanya L

�

Star attraction

Annabel Sutherland is currently
in the form of her life, with
match-winning performances in
both departments across formats
for Australia 
The most expensive player in the
2024 auction, the all-rounder will
look to put an underwhelming
season with Gujarat Giants
behind her
She will look to power Capitals to
their maiden WPL crown in front
of their home fans

From Grace Harris’ insatia-
ble love for burgers to So-
phie Ecclestone’s chic
braids, UP Warriorz per-
haps had the most fun in
season one of the Women’s
Premier League (WPL). 

Led by the imperious
and straight-talking keep-
er-batter Alyssa Healy, the
out�t was slow to �nd its
rhythm but learnt to play
to its strengths of explosive
middle-order batting and
superior spin bowling to
�nish third in its �rst
rodeo.

Ahead of the 2024 chap-
ter, much remains the
same for the Warriorz. The
side has overseas options
aplenty but only four slots,
which leaves the manage-
ment in an unenviable po-
sition yet again. 

While season one’s co-
nundrums were in the
bowling department, it is
the top order which will
leave the think-tank
scratching their heads this
time. In Healy, Danni
Wyatt, and Chamari Atha-
paththu, the Warriorz have
three accomplished open-
ers. 

Tough calls
The leadership group will
need to take tough calls to
accommodate Tahlia
McGrath, their only over-
seas pace-bowling option,
big-hitting �nisher Harris
and Ecclestone — the joint-
highest wicket taker in sea-
son one (16) — in the ranks
as well. 

Harris might prove to be
the �oater yet again, com-
ing up depending on oppo-

nent and wicket. 
With England’s Lauren

Bell sitting out the season
to focus on England’s tour
of New Zealand, the pace
battery for the side looks a
little depleted with respon-
sibilities mounting for An-
jali Sarvani. Saima Thakor
and Poonam Khemnar also
need to step up to give the

Warriorz artillery some op-
tions through the season.
Spin twins Deepti Sharma
and Ecclestone will be key
to wicket-taking strategies
for the side.

Vrinda factor 

Uncapped batter Vrinda
Dinesh, who earned a
whopping ₹1.3 crore in the
auction, is a big-hitting op-
tion the Warriorz batting li-
neup will welcome with
open arms. 

Vrinda boasts of strike
rates upwards of 134 in
both the Senior Women’s
T20 Trophy and the U-23
T20 Trophy in the Indian
domestic circuit.

U-19 World Cup winner
Shweta Sehrawat (34 runs
in 7 games) will also want
to put last season’s jitters
behind her with contribu-

tions to a title-winning
campaign this time
around.

The squad: Alyssa Healy (Capt.),
Danni Wyatt, Kiran Navgire,
Shweta Sehrawat, Vrinda Dinesh,
Chamari Athapaththu, Deepti
Sharma, Grace Harris, Parshavi
Chopra, Poonam Khemnar, S.
Yashasri, Sophie Ecclestone,
Tahlia McGrath, Laxmi Yadav,
Anjali Sarvani, Saima Thakor,
Rajeshwari Gayakward, and
Gouher Sultana.

UP Warriorz has the arsenal to 
take the battle to the opposition
Lavanya L

Lynchpins: Healy, right, and Ecclestone are key to Warriorz’s fortunes. FILE PHOTO: SPORTZPICS/WPL

�

Star attraction 

Tahlia McGrath, the Australian
vice-captain, was Warriorz’s best
batter last season
She made 302 runs at an average
of 50.33 and a strike-rate of
158.11
McGrath will eye the century she
missed the last time around,
especially in a batters’ paradise
like Bengaluru

Andreas Brehme, who
scored from the penalty
spot to seal victory for
West Germany against Ar-
gentina in the 1990 World
Cup �nal, died overnight
into Tuesday at the age of
63, his former club Bayern
Munich said.

“FC Bayern is deeply
shocked by the sudden
death of Andreas Brehme,”
the club said in a state-
ment. “We will always
keep Andreas Brehme in
our hearts. As a World
champion and as a very
special person.”

A versatile left-back,
Brehme spent two seasons
with Bayern Munich bet-
ween 1986-1988. His pro-
fessional career saw him
play for Saarbruecken, Kai-
serslautern, Inter Milan
and Real Zaragoza, among
others. He played 86 times
for his country, scoring
eight goals, the most fa-
mous of which, an 85th-mi-
nute penalty against Ar-
gentina at the Olympic

Stadium in Rome, brought
West Germany its third
World Cup title.

Kaiserslautern, where
Brehme played for 10 sea-
sons over two stints, win-
ning the Bundesliga and

the German Cup, said the
club would “honour his
memory”.

“Ciao Andy, forever a le-
gend,” said Inter Milans,
where Brehme played to-
gether with his national

team colleagues Juergen
Klinsmann and Lothar
Matthaeus.

Brehme’s passing
comes shortly after the
death of another German
footballing legend, Franz
Beckenbauer. Becken-
bauer, who died in Janu-
ary, was in the dugout for
West Germany as manager
when the team won the
World Cup in 1990.

“Unfortunately, the sad
news doesn’t stop,” said
1990 World Cup winner
Pierre Littbarski. “This is
very, very sad for German
football and especially for
us, the 1990 World cham-
pions.”

Brehme, West Germany’s 1990 WC
winning goal scorer, passes away

Hero! Brehme is joy unbound, as Klinsmann rushes in to

congratulate, after his penalty conversion gave West Germany the

1990 World Cup. AFP

Agence France-Presse
BERLIN

Brehme. GETTY IMAGES

Jasprit Bumrah has been
released from the India
squad for the fourth Test
against England to be held
in Ranchi from February
23 to 27. The decision was
taken keeping in mind the
duration of the series and
the amount of cricket he
has played in recent times.

Meanwhile, K.L. Rahul
has been ruled out of the

Ranchi Test and his partici-
pation in the �nal game in
Dharamshala will be sub-
ject to �tness. Mukesh Ku-
mar, who was released
from the squad for the
third Test in Rajkot, has
joined the squad in Ranchi.

India squad for fourth Test:

Rohit Sharma (Capt.), Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Shubman Gill, Rajat
Patidar, Sarfaraz Khan, Dhruv
Jurel (wk), K.S. Bharat (wk),
Devdutt Padikkal, R. Ashwin,
Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel,
Washington Sundar, Kuldeep
Yadav, Mohd. Siraj, Mukesh
Kumar, and Akash Deep.

Bumrah released
from India squad 
for fourth Test

Heavy workload: Bumrah has been rested for the Ranchi Test. PTI

ENGLAND IN INDIA

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

The much-anticipated In-
dian Premier League is set
to begin on March 22 and
will be held entirely in the
country despite the coin-
ciding general elections,
league chairman Arun
Dhumal said on Tuesday.

The elections are ex-
pected to be held in April
and May and that is the
main reason why the sche-
dule for the IPL’s 17th edi-
tion has not been unveiled
yet.

Dhumal said to begin
with, only the schedule of
the �rst 15 days will be an-
nounced and the roster for
the remaining games will
be decided after the an-
nouncement of the general
election dates.

The dates of the Lok
Sabha polls are expected to
be announced early next
month.

“We are looking at a
March 22 start for the tour-
nament. We are working
closely with the govern-
ment agencies and we will
�rst release the initial sche-

dule. The entire tourna-
ment will be held in India,”
said Dhumal.

Only in 2009, the IPL, in
its entirety, was held over-
seas (South Africa) while
the 2014 edition was par-
tially held in the UAE due
to the general elections.

In 2019, the tournament
was held in India despite
the elections.

The players’ auction for
the 2024 season was held
in December last year and
Australian pacer Mitchell
Starc became the most ex-
pensive player in the histo-
ry of the league after being
bought by Kolkata Knight
Riders for ₹24.75 crore.

IPL 2024 to begin on
March 22: Dhumal

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI
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Host Hyderabad defeated Meghalaya by �ve
wickets in the Plate �nal on Tuesday and
quali�ed for the Elite Group of the Ranji Trophy. 

The scores: Meghalaya 304 & 243 lost to Hyderabad 350 &
203/5 in 34.2 overs (G. Rahul Singh 62, Tilak Varma 64).

Hyderabad wins Plate title,
returns to Elite Group

Alex Berenguer scored twice as Athletic Bilbao
brought high-�ying Girona back down to earth
with a 3-2 victory in the LaLiga on Monday.
Despite a second consecutive league loss, Girona
remains second in the standings with 56 points,
six behind leader Real Madrid.

The results: Premier League: Everton 1 (Onana 84) drew
with Crystal Palace 1 (Ayew 66).
LaLiga: Athletic Bilbao 3 (Berenguer 2, 56, Inaki 60) bt Girona
2 (Tsigankov 49, Garcia 75).

Berenguer scores twice, 
helps Bilbao pip Girona

INBRIEF
�

New Zealand vs Australia: 1st T20I, Prime Video, 11.40 a.m.

PVL: Sony Sports Ten 1 & LIV, 6.30 p.m.

Sri Lanka vs Afghanistan: 3rd T201, Sony Sports Ten 5 & LIV,
7 p.m.

ISL: Sports 18-1 (SD & HD) & Jio Cinema App, 7.30 p.m.

PKL: Star Sports 2 (SD & HD) & Hotstar, 8 p.m.

Premier League: SS Select 1 & Hotstar, 1 a.m. (Thursday)

Champions League: Sony Sports Ten 1, 2, 5 1 & LIV, 1.30 a.m.
(Thursday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

Wild card entrants Ankita Raina and Prarthana
Thombare lot 4-6, 6-3, [17-15] in the doubles �rst
round of the $3,211,715 WTA tennis tournament in
Dubai.

Ankita-Prarthana pair exits
early in Dubai tournament

There are two issues with
blaming Bazball for En-
gland’s defeat in Rajkot.
Firstly, a defeat, however
crushing, cannot carry
greater weight than the 14
wins in 21 matches (this, af-
ter 11 defeats in 17 Tests pre-
viously). More signi�cantly,
it ignores how good the In-
dian team is, and how
strong their supply chain
management has become.

Bazball tends to irritate
experts. Perhaps it is the
self-con�dence of the
players. (“We can chase
600 runs”). It demands
risk-taking in a format
which preaches risk-aver-
sion. There might a touch
of schadenfreude too, espe-
cially among former
players. 

All this is shows a misun-
derstanding of what Bazball
stands for. It is not about
hitting every ball, nor is it
about winning every
match. It is a mindset
which works on putting
pressure on the opposition
through positive cricket,
but is equally conscious of
the need to absorb pressure
too. 

England have been play-
ing this brand of attractive
cricket for a couple of years
now, and it would be a pity
— and Sartrean bad faith — if
the criticism got to them
and they jettisoned the ap-
proach. Sure it needs
tweaking, and a better un-
derstanding of the concept
even among the English
players. 

The Root issue

Joe Root might well be the
greatest batter to have
played for England. The
manner of his two dismis-
sals in Rajkot points to a

fundamental �aw in Baz-
ball. Despite all claims of
letting the players express
themselves in the manner
they like, bat (or bowl)
without fear, and play with-
out any recrimination from
colleagues, the concept as-
sumes a certain uniformity
in aspirations and
responses.

All batters are not equal.
Despite surprising Pat Cum-
mins with a reverse-hit six
in a Test, and playing
strokes sancti�ed by T20,
Root gives the impression
these departures from his
essential self make him un-
comfortable. He might
want to belong; he has said
he wishes to support skip-
per Ben Stokes like Stokes
had supported him when
he was captain.

Whatever the case, En-
gland’s game spiralled
downwards from the mo-
ment he reverse hit Jasprit
Bumrah into Yashasvi Jais-
wal’s hands at slip in the

�rst innings. It didn’t help
that England’s approach in
the chase was confusing.
This lack of decisiveness ex-
posed cracks in Bazball
which prides itself on clear
messaging.

Root might have been
unlucky when his attempt-
ed sweep in the second in-
nings failed on the umpire’s
call. “Everybody has a plan
till they are punched in the
mouth,” said the boxer
Mike Tyson. Everybody has
a plan till they are 50 for
seven.

England’s fortunes in the
remainder of the series will
depend on Root rediscover-
ing the touch that has
fetched him 11,493 runs and
30 centuries.

Bazball — a shorthand in-
vented by a journalist — is
obsessed with positive
cricket. Sometimes playing
for a draw can be a positive
response, especially in a
�ve-Test series. And the
best man to lead such a bat-

ting approach is Root.
Stokes thinks England will
win the series 3-2. Ben
Duckett has given Bazball
the credit for Jaiswal’s dou-
ble centuries. The extrava-
gance of the statements
matches the extravagance
of the batting. 

No need

India don’t need Bazball
when playing at home.
They were without their
three best batters (Virat
Kohli, K.L. Rahul, Rishabh
Pant), their regular medi-
um-pacer (Mohammed
Shami) and their best spin-
ner, Ashwin, for the most
part. They had two debu-
tants and a middle-order
that had played fewer Tests
than Root’s average in the
series. 

Since their last tour of
Australia where they won
the Brisbane Test and the
series with what was in ef-
fect their third team, India
have shown a resilience

and a willingness to “run in-
to the danger”, to use Sto-
kes’s memorable phrase
about his team’s approach
to Bazball. 

That series win came
three years ago. Only three
players from that eleven
played in Rajkot where
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shubh-
man Gill, Dhruv Jurel and
Sarfaraz Khan looked like
the youngsters preparing to
take India into the next de-
cade. 

If it looks like a 4-1 series
for India at this stage, that is
merely what was expected
before it began. If India
plan to rest Jasprit Bumrah
to keep him �t for the �nal
Test (and, I suspect, for the
IPL), there is a touch of Baz-
ball arrogance about that. 

There is much to be said
for so-called old-fashioned
strategies like retaining a
winning combination, de-
fence sometimes being the
best form of o�ence and
playing session by session!

It isn’t just Bazball – India are better, full credit to their supply chain

BETWEEN 

WICKETS

Suresh Menon

Tejas Dhingra is the
National champion
Tejas Dhingra, astride
Tiens Key from BRF
Stables, was crowned
National champion in the
National Equestrian
Championship Grand Prix
Competition (1.50 metres
class). 
The results: NEC Show

Jumping Grand Prix: 1. Tejas
Dhingra (on Tiens Key), 2.
Shaurya Rai (Cornets Star-Z), 3.
Kekhriesilie Rio (Leonardo Van
Holli); Show Jumping Grade-1:

1. Dhingra, 2. Shaurya, 3. Ashray
Butta, 4. Sehaj Singh Virk.

Christina stars with a
brace for Technico
Christina Rose George
scored a brace as Technico

Football Foundation
defeated GRk Girls FC 3-0
in the KSFA Women’s
A-division League here on
Tuesday.

The results: Technico Football
Foundation 3 (Christina Rose
George 19, 50, Nilima Batti 52) bt
GRK Girls FC 0.

Narrow win for
Bangalore Eagles
Bangalore Eagles FC edged
out Roots FC 2-1 in the
BDFA A-division league
here on Tuesday.
The results: Bangalore Eagles FC
2 (Yokshim A. Wunghi 28,
Thotngaying Hungyo 40+2) bt

Roots FS 1 (Madhialagan 39); RWF
FC 1 (D. Nandakumar 80+2) bt
AGORC FC 0; BTM FC 1 (Rohan
Jonathan 45) bt Income Tax FC 0.

Customs & GST 
edges AGORC

Customs & GST pipped
AGORC 4-3 in the 24th
Field Marshal KM
Cariappa memorial
hockey tournament here
on Tuesday.

The results: Kodava Samaja
S&RC 4 (Bhavin Kushalappa 23,
V.R. Raghunath 24, 46, I.R.
Nachappa 58) bt SWR, Hubli 1 (N.
Kumar 2).

Customs & GST 4 (Vishal 8, 16, P.L.
Thimmanna 38, Akshay Awad 47)
bt  AGORC 3 (N.M. Surya 23, 53,
C.B. Poovanna 34).

BENGALURU ROUND-UP
�

Winning ride: Tejas (astride Tiens Key) on his way to victory.

Indian TT teams enter
knockouts at Worlds

BUSAN: The Indian teams
entered the knock-out
stage (round-of-32) of the
World team table tennis
championships on
Tuesday. 

Final group results: Men:

Group 3: India bt New Zealand
3-0 (Harmeet Desai bt Timothy
Choi 11-5, 11-1, 11-6; G. Sathiyan
bt Alfred Dela Pena 11-3, 11-7,
11-6; Manush Shah bt Maxwell
Henderson 10-12, 6-11, 11-4, 11-8,
11-6).

Women: Group 1: India bt Spain
3-2 (Sreeja Akula lost to Maria Xiao
9-11, 11-9, 11-13, 4-11; Manika
Batra lost to Sofia-Xuan Zhang
11-13, 11-6, 11-8, 9-11, 7-11;
Ayhika Mukherjee bt Elvira Rad
11-8, 11-13, 11-8, 9-11, 11-4;

Manika bt Maria Xiao 11-9, 11-2,
11-4; Sreeja bt Sofia-Xuan 11-6,
11-13, 11-6, 11-3).

Lane infringement costs
Gulveer gold medal

TEHRAN: Gulveer Singh,
who had �nished �rst in
the men’s 3000m in the
Asian indoor athletics
championships on
Monday, lost his gold later
as he was disquali�ed for
lane infringement. 

The results (gold medallists):

Men: 60m: 1. Ali Anwar Ali Al
Balushi (Oma) 6.52s. 3000m

(revised): 1. Nursultan
Keneshbekov (Kgz) 8:08.85s;
4x400m: Kazakhstan (3:12.05s);
High jump: 1. Ryoichi Akamatsu
(Jpn) 2.19m; Triple jump: 1. Su
Wen (Chn) 16.74m.

SNAPSHOTS
�
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T
he days leading up to the
second edition of the Women’s
Premier League have been
frenetic. Players are �ying in

from around the world, last-minute
strategies are being chalked out, training
is on in full swing and franchises are
maximising every operational part of the
day to keep the fans involved. Life at the
UP Warriorz base in Bengaluru is no
di�erent. As team owner Jinisha Sharma
sits down for a chat, she is �nalising a
co�ee order for the squad winding down
in the team room.

“I see myself as a facilitator,” Jinisha
told The Hindu ahead of the league’s
Season 2.

“The idea is to give the girls as relaxed
an environment as possible for them to
play the best they can. It’s to give some of
them the push to get out of their rooms
and get to know their teammates,” she
explained.

Going with the �ow
As an owner, fostering this camaraderie
goes a long way in the kind of results the
out�t can manage on the �eld as
evidenced by the side’s campaign in 2023.
After up-and-down results early on, the
team found its rhythm, the playing
combinations clicked and the Alyssa
Healy-led side found itself in the
knockouts.

The hands-on approach isn’t restricted
to her WPL team. Jinisha, who currently
heads Capri Sports — the sporting arm of
Capri Global Holdings Private Limited —
also manages teams in kabaddi (Bengal
Warriors), kho kho (Rajasthan Warriors)
and International League T20 (Sharjah
Warriors). It’s one thing to call the shots
in an environment �lled with women —
what Jinisha calls her ‘girl gang’ — and a
whole new challenge to be the person in
charge of men’s out�ts.

“This is something we recognised quite
early... each athlete will view the
hierarchy and respond to it di�erently.
We don’t want to impose or be chatty and
put players in an awkward position. For
example, Mani (Maninder Singh, the
captain of Bengal Warriors) is absolutely
�ne sitting down and having a relaxed
chat about things. Not all kabaddi players
are the same way,” Jinisha elaborated.

It’s been a little over a year since
Jinisha took over operations at Capri’s
sporting ventures. Business ecosystems
can be isolating spots for women,
particularly in leadership positions.
According to a study by Mastercard,
women make up only 26.9% of the
executive leadership of 31 major
international sports federations. Only
three are led by women. While the
skewed gender ratio is an element
the industry has identi�ed as an
issue to address, Jinisha feels
the hurdle she faces is more
age-related.

A seat at the table
“Maybe it’s in my head,”
Jinisha added with a
cheeky smile. “I often
wonder if those around
me are taking me
seriously enough
because I am younger. I
am aware of the fact that I
am still on a learning curve
when it comes to the job.

While I do take a stand when needed on
most of the brand stu�, I have a really
good team supporting me whom I rely on
a lot because of the expertise they have in
each area of functioning,” she added.

That said, the WPL by itself was formed
to allow women parity in opportunities,
platform and grandeur. Jinisha is not
encouraged by the fact that the number of
women in these areas can still be counted
on one’s �ngers.

“I’ve been trying to get more women
into the �eld, whether it’s in contract
hiring or via internships. A lot of the time,
women don’t have the same depth of
experience as men do and that comes in
the way in getting good positions in
operational spaces. We need to actually
create opportunities where we can either
get someone as an intern who might then
be able to improve on this experience,
move to the IPL and eventually come
back to us in this sphere with a paid
contract. I feel like it’s a chicken-and-egg
situation. The time to think is over, it is
time to make things happen,” she said.

Her principles found an ally in skipper
Healy who insists that the control should
be with the players on how their lives
would be during the WPL.

Templated ecosystems
“I love that Alyssa is very strong. She
possesses all of the qualities of a leader...
she is not afraid to speak her mind, she’s
not afraid to say no to things. Sports
ecosystems can be quite templated. There
is a certain expectation from players and
plenty of o�-�eld responsibilities. You’d
imagine it’s enough for an athlete to go
out there and do their best. But that’s not
enough. 

“They have 1020 interviews and brands
they have to perform for, meet and greet
and much more. For women’s cricket,
this is still fairly new. They have never
actually had to do this. They have never
had to juggle so many balls at once. Now,
though, they have to go out there and sell
a product too. 

“In that context, Alyssa was able to
draw boundaries and �gure out how to
shield her players as well as she possibly
could. Indian culture focuses on
appeasing and obeying elders and
hierarchy, but we were able to

give players space to make choices,”
Jinisha revealed.

Passion or pragmatism
Three of the �ve WPL entities have teams
in the IPL, lending their legacies to the
women’s vertical. UP Warriorz and
Gujarat Giants, both franchises with other
sporting operations too, do not. Jinisha
called this a boon for the out�t.

“We are very fortunate that we don’t
have the men’s IPL legacy attached to us
and we don’t have a format or a template
in which we have to �t in. That allows us
to actually go out there and do things that
have otherwise not been done,” she said.

This becomes important when the
think-tank sits down to make �nancial
calls and branding decisions which would
help sell the Warriorz brand and its
experience to a larger audience.

“Last year, we focused on just being
there operationally, making sure
everything was done. This time, we’re

kind of playing a little bit more on the
front foot with a lot of our
partnerships and ideas that we want
to implement. We don’t want to be a
side that just came and played
games. I don’t want to be a franchise
that just exists. I want to ensure that

this is a franchise that is
remembered,” she

added.
This quest for a

lasting impression
can even make
gamblers out of
the most cautious
entrepreneurs.
With the seasonal
attention coming
WPL’s way and,
by extension,
the larger
women’s
cricket
community, it
is tempting to
cash in and
explore
merchandising

and other fan-driven initiatives. Jinisha is
wary of getting carried away,

“Take the jersey, for instance. It is quite
banging, if I say so myself. If I am being
honest, though, the data on
merchandising is not very positive. We
have plans for a limited drop this season,”
she admitted.

However, the appetite for women’s
sports doesn’t begin and end with
material things. While the WPL is still
taking baby steps in the franchise world,
this toddler is learning to walk at an
alarmingly fast rate.

“2023 has been the busiest year for the
women’s game. This time, the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup comes soon
after the WPL. I think that’s a very good
sign that it’s not just us, but even the
league, even the BCCI and the ICC which
is deciding to up the ante. 

“We want more. We want more
players. We want to increase the pool.
Eventually, there will be a sixth team and
we know there are more than enough
players to stack up that side given the
number of quality players who missed
out. These are signs that the commercials
are looking healthy,” she added.

A way to boost the interest in the
women’s game while keeping the focus
lights �rmly on the players has led to a
docu-series. 

The Warriorz have roped in
award-winning �lmmaker Arlene Nelson
and look to do for the women’s game
what the likes of Drive to Survive (Formula
One), Break Point (Tennis) and The Test

(Cricket) did for their respective sports.
“We wanted to actually dive deeper

into the stories that have made these
women cricketers and where they’ve
come from. We’ve gone to England, we’ve
gone to Australia, we’ve been around in
India to di�erent players’ homes. 

“We’ve spoken to their families, giving
context to who these girls are and where
they come from,” Jinisha said.

“I think we are still yet to see that
breakout moment for the WPL, where
every single person knows about it and is
gearing up to be a part of it. 

“We’re hoping this can push audiences
towards that end. You think you know all
of these players because you’ve seen their
interviews, you’ve read about them and
you’ve seen them play, but we’re going to
peel multiple layers and show you sides to
them that you’ve not seen before,” she
signed o�.

‘We don’t want to just participate, 
we want to be remembered’

UP Warriorz team owner Jinisha provides an insight into the workings of the WPL franchise on and o� the �eld, 

and also dwells on her individual journey as a woman in sports leadership

THE GIST

�

Jinisha Sharma handles all four
franchises under the Capri
Sports fold — Bengal Warriors
(Kabaddi), Rajasthan Warriors
(Kho Kho), Sharjah Warriors (IL
T20 cricket) and UP Warriorz
(WPL cricket)

�

Capri Global Holdings bought
the Lucknow franchise at an
auction hosted by the BCCI for
a massive sum of ₹757 crore

�

UP Warriorz finished third in
the first edition, losing to
Mumbai Indians in the
Eliminator. The team
registered four wins and four
losses in eight league matches

�

The franchise is focusing on a
number of female-led
collaborations and campaigns,
including a tie-up with Navya
Naveli Nanda to tackle online
trolling directed at women in
sports

�

The team is hoping to release
the docu-series based the
Warriorz before the third
season of the WPL

I often wonder if those around me are
taking me seriously enough because I
am younger. I am very aware of the
fact that I am still on a learning curve
when it comes to the job

Lavanya Lakshmi Narayanan
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This picture released on February 16 shows a Skywalker hoolock gibbon in Myanmar. When the Skywalker hoolock gibbon was first discovered in 2017 by a group of Star

Wars-loving scientists, its only confirmed population (fewer than 200 individuals) was in neighbouring China. But in a new study, researchers confirmed Myanmar has the largest

known population of Skywalker gibbons in a single location. AFP 
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BIG SHOT

A
litre of bottled water can
contain more than one lakh
particles of micro- and
nano-plastics, with 90% of

those being the latter, a new study has
reported. Nanoplastics are minute, with
dimensions ranging from 1 nanometre to 1
micrometre. The new �ndings indicate
bottled water contains a much greater
concentration of of these minuscule
plastics particles than previously
expected.

The study, conducted by scientists at
Columbia University in New York and
published on January 8, 2024 in
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences, pro�led individual plastic
particles to bridge the knowledge gap that
exists in the analysis of nanoplastics, as a
result of e�ective techniques. Experts also
believe the study can be instrumental in
providing information about plastic
pollution at the nanometre level.

The pre�x ‘micro’ means
one-millionth; ‘nano’ means
one-billionth.

How was the study conducted? 
Nanoplastics are di�cult to analyse,
mainly due to their size and also due to
the inability of di�erent diagnostic
techniques to identify them.

In their experiment, the researchers
addressed these challenges using a
custom hyperspectral stimulated Raman
scattering (SRS) imaging platform. This
set up could capture multiple images of
an object’s molecules at di�erent
wavelengths, allowing the scientists a
comprehensive picture with which they
could piece together the composition of
the object.

SRS microscopy uses the Raman e�ect,
a.k.a. Raman scattering. When light of a
certain frequency is beamed at a group of
atoms or molecules, the latter both
absorb some of the energy in the beam
and scatter it to di�erent direction. This is
a form of inelastic scattering. (In elastic
scattering, the scattered light still has the
kinetic energy and the atoms or
molecules haven’t absorbed any.)

The research team used the SRS
imaging platform along with an
automated algorithm the team had
devised to identify plastics. The algorithm
extracted detailed information — i.e. at
the single-particle level — about the
chemical makeup from the data produced
by the SRS platform.

Once the researchers had tested and
veri�ed that this combined apparatus
could detect plastic particles quickly and
accurately, they used bottled water as a

model system to look for micro- and
nano-plastics.

What were the �ndings? 
The investigation revealed the presence of
around 2.4 lakh micro- and nano-plastic
particles per litre of bottled water (give or
take 1.3 lakh). The researchers concluded
based on the magnitude of the result —
“two to three orders of magnitude more
than the previously reported results
merely focusing on large microplastics,”
according to the paper — that experts may
have been underestimating the
concentration of microplastics in bottled
water.

To quote from the paper: “As it
pertains to the estimation of human
exposure, these values are substantially
higher than those currently reported in
the literature, which is a result from the
newly detected nanoplastic fraction of
plastic particulate. The tiny particles
previously invisible under conventional
imaging actually dominate in number and
account for [approximately] 90% of the
entire population of plastic particles
detected. The remaining 10% identi�ed as
microplastics have a concentration of
around [30,000] particles per litre, with
the majority of them in the size below 2
µm. Larger particles (>2 µm), which are
easier to identify under regular optical
microscopy, are in the same order of
magnitude as the reported microplastic
analysis depending on the detection
limited reported based on di�erent
technologies.”

Indeed, traditional single-particle
chemical imaging techniques like Fourier

transform infrared spectroscopy and
Raman microscopy have lower
instrumental resolution and detection
sensitivity. As a result, they have a limited
ability to study the chemical composition
of a material beyond the microscopic
scale.At the same time, some of the more
sophisticated techniques that can track
and study individual particles such as
atoms and molecules, like electron
microscopy and atomic force microscopy,
can’t di�erentiate between di�erent
compositions and thus uniquely identify
the material.

The study also revealed the presence of
particles in the sample that did not match
any standards, suggesting the particulate
composition of bottled water could go
beyond plastic ‘contaminants’. These
standards refer to international rules that
classify di�erent plastic materials based
on their physical and chemical
properties. Particles that do not match
any of these standards implied the
presence of other particulate inhabitants.

Which plastics are in the water?
The algorithm the research team used to

track the presence of plastics in bottled
water could spot following the types:
polyamide 66, polypropylene (PP),
polyethylene, polymethyl methacrylate,
polyvinyl chloride (PVC), polystyrene,
and polyethylene terephthalate (PET).

The study con�rmed the fragmentation
of the plastic content of real-world water
samples beyond the micrometre scale. Its
�ndings are distinguished by the research
team’s use of the SRS platform, which
revealed a ‘hidden world’ of even smaller
plastic particles that have eluded
conventional imaging techniques.

The researchers also reported that
counting the plastic particles in the model
system revealed a complex relationship
between the compositions, shapes, and
sizes of plastic particles. For example,
according to them, polystyrene particles
are around 100-200 nanometres in size
whereas PET particles have a size of
around 1-2 micrometres. This, the
researchers write, “explains why PET is a
more signi�cant component when
measuring [the particles] in mass while
polystyrene clearly dominates when
counting the number of particles”.

The study has been published at a time
when plastic pollution has become a
de�ning concern of the present era, with
microplastics being found in all
ecosystems from ocean trenches to the
tops of Himalayan mountains. 

Studies have also found that plastic
items can break down into
sub-micrometre pieces, meaning they can
breach biological barriers and enter
di�erent parts of the bodies of living
beings. 

Amount of tiny plastic particles in
bottled water underestimated: study 

A study has con�rmed the fragmentation of the plastic content of real-world water samples beyond the micrometre scale. Its �ndings are distinguished by the research team’s

use of a technique that could reveal a ‘hidden world’ of even smaller plastic particles that have eluded conventional imaging methods 

Bottled water hides more gremlins than you can image. BRANDON BELL/GETTY IMAGES VIA AFP 

Priyali Prakash

The study pro�led individual plastic
particles to bridge the knowledge gap
that exists in the analysis of
nanoplastics. Experts believe the
study can provide information about
plastic pollution at nanometre level

THE GIST
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Nanoplastics are di�icult to
analyse due to their size and
also due to the inability of
di�erent diagnostic
techniques to identify them

�

Researchers used a SRS
imaging platform along with
an automated algorithm to
identify plastics. The
algorithm extracted detailed
information about the
chemical makeup from data
produced by the SRS platform

�

Studies have found that
plastic items can break down
into sub-micrometre pieces,
meaning they can breach
biological barriers and enter
di�erent parts of the bodies
of living beings 

Q: Do sheep swim? If so, how
do they learn?
A: Yes, sheep do swim, said
Edward Spevak, assistant
curator of mammals at the
Bronx Zoo. “It’s basically
instinctive, a life-saving
device,” he said. “They don’t
go swimming every day, but in
case of flooding or falling into
a river, in essence they know
how to swim.”
Sheep have never been known
as big swimmers, and most of
the habitat where they evolved
does not have a lot of water
resources, but swimming is
part of their repertoire of skills,
he told The New York Times.
First of all, like many animals,
they float, Spevak explained.
“Then, in struggling to keep
their heads above water and to
keep breathing, the method
they use is basically fast
walking, which constitutes a
kind of dog paddle.”
Other large mammals are
swimmers, too, Spevak added.
Cattle can swim when herded
across a river, as Western
movie fans know. Deer can
swim as well. “The moose, the
largest deer in the world,
actually feeds in water and is a
very good swimmer,” he said.

Sheep are instinctive swimmers 
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QUESTION CORNER

Sheep can maintain their form in water more than

adequately. GETTY IMAGES 
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Surge in the shares of
crisis-hit �ntech
company Paytm 

5
In percentage. The scrip of the

company surged ₹376.45 and

₹376.25 apiece — its upper circuit

limit — on the BSE and NSE. The rally

comes after the company announced its

collaboration with Axis Bank for the

continuation of merchant settlements. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

The rise in the
number of measles
cases globally last year

79
In percentage. The WHO

voiced alarm at the rapid

spread of measles around the

world, with more than 3,06,000 cases

reported last year. The WHO’s estimate

indicates that there were 9.2 million cases

and 1,36,216 measles deaths in 2022. AFP

The decline in Suez
Canal revenues due to
Houthi attacks

40-50
In

percentage.

The canal is

one of the main sources of foreign currency

for Egypt which is undergoing a severe

financial crisis. Several shipping firms have

stopped passage through the Red Sea. AFP

The number of EPFO
members added in
December

15.62
in lakh. An

increase of 11.97%

was registered in

net member addition during December

2023 compared to the previous month. The

data showed that 8.41 lakh new members

were enrolled in December 2023. PTI

Number of investor
accounts added in
January

46.7
in lakh. The mutual

fund industry saw an

uptick in folios. Over

the past year, average folio additions were

22.3 lakh per month; the latest figure was

more than double this level. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

O
n February 13, groups of
farmers heeded a call given by
the Kisan Mazdoor Morcha
and the Samyukta Kisan

Morcha (non-political) and began a march
to the national capital, to press for
ful�lment of their demands, which
include a legal guarantee for purchasing
crops at Minimum Support Price (MSP)
and a farm loan waiver. 

How has the march progressed?
While farmers from di�erent States have
reportedly started heading for Delhi, it
has been largely from Punjab that scores
of farmers started their ‘tractor-trolley’
march to reach Delhi via Haryana. As
farmers arrived at Shambhu-Ambala and
Khanauri-Jind, the inter-state boundary
between Haryana-Punjab, they were
stopped from entering Haryana. The
Haryana government had put in place
elaborate security arrangements with
multi-layer barricades, which included
iron nails, barbed wires, concrete
barricade-blocks, boulders, trenches and
anti-riot vehicles on the roads bordering
Punjab. Additionally, the police resorted
to the use of tear gas through drones, and
water cannons to disperse the agitating
farmers. Police-farmer clashes ensued
when farmer groups attempted to enter
Haryana by pushing and throwing away
the multi-layer barricades. 

Massive deployment of police and
paramilitary personnel have been put in
place in areas bordering Delhi to stop
protesting farmers from entering the city.
As the stand-o� continues, farmers from
Punjab have been camping near di�erent
locations on the inter-state boundary with
Haryana and are set to resume their
march on February 21.

What about talks between the two?
So far, four rounds of meetings have been

held between the Union government and
farmer leaders but they have not resulted
in anything concrete. On February 18,
after the latest meeting between Union
Ministers Arjun Munda, Piyush Goyal,
Nityanand Rai and farmer leaders Jagjit
Singh Dallewal and Sarwan Singh
Pandher, the government o�ered to
procure �ve crops on MSP by entering
into a contract for �ve years. The
protesting farmers, however, rejected the
government's o�er.

According to Sarwan Singh Pandher,
coordinator of the Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha, the proposal presented during
the fourth meeting was di�erent than
what the Union Ministers disclosed before
the media after the meeting was over. He
pointed out that in the meeting it was
proposed that the government would
purchase �ve crops including masoor

(lentil), urad (black gram), arhar (pigeon
peas), maize, and cotton at the MSP.
However, what was conveyed after the
meeting was that the buying would be
done for �ve years under contractual
agreements. This, Mr. Pandher said was
not acceptable, and hence the o�er was
rejected. According to Samyukta Kisan
Morcha leaders, the government should
clarify whether the MSP they proposed is
based on the A2+FL+ 50% method (input
cost and family labour) or at the rate of C2
(input cost and rent of the land)+50%.
They asserted that there has been no
transparency in the discussions. 

What are the primary demands?
The primary concern of the protesting
farmers is that no law on MSP has been
enacted yet, and that the Union
government is turning a blind eye to their

other demands despite repeated appeals.
The MSP is the price at which the
government promises, on paper, to
procure agricultural produce from
farmers. There are MSPs for 22 crops,
primarily grains, pulses and oil seeds,
paddy and copra. According to studies,
only a small share of farmers in the
country bene�ts from MSPs. Farmers
accuse that even as the government
promised to look into their demands
during the earlier agitation, it has been
going slow on its commitments. 

What has been government’s stance?
The Union government has repeatedly
asserted that announcing a guaranteed
MSP will not be possible. The Union
Agriculture Minister Arjun Munda told the
media that for a law on guaranteed MSP,
the Centre would have to look at all sides. 

The ongoing farmers’ protest rekindled
memories of the year-long agitation by
farmers during 2020-21 when scores of
farmers camped at several places around
Delhi’s borders. Back then, farmers were
demanding a repeal of the three farm
laws enacted by the Union government,
which they asserted were detrimental to
the interests of the agricultural
community. These included the Farmers’
Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, the
Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act,
and the Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on Price
Assurance and Farm Services Act. The
laws were rolled back in 2021 by the
Centre. One of the key demands included
a guarantee for purchasing crops at MSP.

Other demands include a complete
loan waiver for the farmers and farm
labour, a monthly pension for 58-year-old
farmers/farm labourers, withdrawal of the
Electricity Amendment Bill, 2020,
reintroduction of the Land Acquisition
Act, 2013 to ensure farmers consent and
compensation at four times the collector
rate, 200 days of employment annually at
a daily wage of ₹700 under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act etc. 

Why are farmers protesting again?
What is the primary demand of the farmers who are currently camped out near di�erent locations on the Haryana border? Why have meetings with the Union

government failed? What is the government’s stance with respect to purchasing crops at Minimum Support Price?

A long fight: Farmers protest near the Haryana-Punjab state border at Shambhu on February 20. AFP

Vikas Vasudeva

EXPLAINER THE GIST

�

While farmers from di�erent
States have reportedly started
heading for Delhi, it has been
largely from Punjab that scores
of farmers started their
‘tractor-trolley’ march to reach
Delhi via Haryana.

�

The primary concern of the
protesting farmers is that no
law on MSP has been enacted
yet, and that the Union
government is turning a blind
eye to their other demands
despite repeated appeals.

�

The Union government has
repeatedly asserted that
announcing a guaranteed MSP
will not be possible. The Union
Agriculture Minister Arjun
Munda told the media that for
a law on guaranteed MSP, the
Centre would have to look at
all sides.

The story so far:

T
he Supreme Court has decided
to examine if a divorced
Muslim woman is entitled to a
claim of maintenance under

Section 125 of the Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC) from her former husband —
reigniting the debate on whether secular
laws should be given precedence over
distinct personal laws. On February 19, a
Bench comprising Justices B.V.
Nagarathna and Augustine George Masih
reserved its verdict in the case.

How has the law evolved? 
The law governing maintenance for
destitute wives, children, and parents has
been codi�ed under Section 125 of the
CrPC. It stipulates that if any person
“having su�cient means neglects or
refuses to maintain” his wife, — then a
magistrate of the �rst class may, upon
proof of such neglect or refusal, order

such a person to make a monthly
allowance for the maintenance of his wife
at a monthly rate as the magistrate thinks
�t. The explanation to this provision
clari�es that a “wife” includes any woman
who has been divorced by, or has
obtained a divorce from, her husband and
has not remarried. 

The Muslim Women (Protection of
Rights on Divorce) Act, 1986 (1986 Act), on
the other hand, is a religion-speci�c law
that provides a procedure for a Muslim
woman to claim maintenance during
divorce. Section 3 of the 1986 Act
guarantees the payment of maintenance
to a divorced Muslim woman by her
former husband only during the period of
iddat — a period, usually of three months,
which a woman must observe after the
death of her husband or a divorce before
she can remarry. After the completion of
the iddat period, a woman can approach
a �rst-class magistrate for maintenance in
case she has not remarried and is not in a
position to take care of herself �nancially.

A Constitution Bench of the Supreme
Court in the Danial Lati� versus Union Of
India (2001) case upheld the
constitutional validity of the 1986 Act by
extending the right of a Muslim woman to
get maintenance till she re-marries. It,
however, reduced the period of
maintenance to the completion of iddat.
In 2009, a Division Bench of the Supreme
Court reiterated a divorced Muslim
woman’s right to claim maintenance
under Section 125 of the CrPC as long as
she does not remarry. It highlighted that
such a relief would be extended even after
the expiry of the iddat period.

How did the proceedings play out? 
The apex court pointed out that Section 3
of the 1986 Act begins with a
non-obstante clause (“notwithstanding
anything contained in any other law for
the time being in force”), and thus it does
not bar an alternative remedy under
Section 125 of the CrPC. Senior advocate
Gaurav Agrawal, the amicus, agreed with

this observation. He also said that the
question of whether the 1986 Act takes
away the right under Section 125 of the
CrPC was not dealt with in Danial Lati�
and thus there is a requirement of an
authoritative pronouncement in this
regard.

“However, the observations in
paragraph 33 of the judgment suggest that
the 1986 Act has to be interpreted in such
a manner that the divorced Muslim
woman is entitled to all rights of
maintenance as are available to other
divorced women in the country.
Consequently, the rights of divorced
women cannot be taken away only from
one section of divorced women of our
country, lest it infringe Articles 14, 15, and
21 of the Constitution. Thus, the validity
of the 1986 Act was upheld with this
understanding that the 1986 Act does not
seek to treat Muslim divorced women any
less favourably than other divorced
women,” he elucidated. 

Dismissing the petitioner’s argument
that the provisions of the 1986 Act re�ect
the Parliament’s intent to debar Muslim
women from seeking relief under Section
125 of the CrPC, the court asserted that if
that were the case then the legislators
would have explicitly given an overriding
e�ect to the 1986 Act. “The Act does not
say no petition under Section 125 shall be
�led by Muslim women. They should have
said that. In the absence of such a thing,
can we add the restriction to the Act?”
Justice B.V. Nagarathna emphasised.

On the right to maintenance
for divorced Muslim women
Do personal laws debar divorced Muslim women from availing maintenance under Section 125 CrPC? 

Aaratrika Bhaumik

THE GIST

�

The Supreme Court has
decided to examine if a
divorced Muslim woman is
entitled to a claim of
maintenance under Section
125 of the Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC) from her former
husband — reigniting the
debate on of whether secular
laws should be given
precedence over distinct
personal laws.

�

The Muslim Women (Protection
of Rights on Divorce) Act, 1986
(1986 Act) is a religion-specific
law that provides a procedure
for a Muslim woman to claim
maintenance during divorce.

�

The apex court pointed out
that Section 3 of the 1986 Act
begins with a non-obstante
clause and thus it does not bar
an alternative remedy under
Section 125 of the CrPC.
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P
enguin has just opened a book
store in Nagaland’s
Chümoukedima town, which
lies on the way to its capital

Kohima, in association with the White
Owl Book Lounge. This is the second
exclusive store for the publishing house
outside Delhi, and a welcome move in a
State with a rich oral tradition and many
stories to tell. Nagaland has just held its
�rst literature festival too, earlier this
month. Publishers like Zubaan and
Speaking Tiger regularly bring out books
on the northeast, o�ering new narratives,
chronicling old and new struggles, the
history of insurgency and other battles,
life in the borderlands and so forth.

In her Introduction to We Come from
Mist, Writings from Meghalaya (Zubaan),
Janice Pariat eloquently writes that much
like the rain, the mist is its own entity in
this northeastern State, “�lled with
palpable agency, writhing, sltihering,
billowing, being.” She says: “We come
from mist, because our stories come from
there — the realm of the intangible, the
spoken, the sung, from air, and light, and
water, all those elements that exist
beyond the con�nes of page and ink and
typography.”

The publishing house, Zubaan, set up
in 2003 as an imprint of India’s �rst
feminist publishing house, Kali for
Women, has launched a series of books
by women from the Northeast, including

from Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, and
Meghalaya.

‘Politics of place’
In We Comes From Mist, there’s a
contiguous thread running through many
of the stories, poems, illustrations Pariat
collected, all by women — that of “politics
of place, emerging in the recounting and
remembering of the history of militant
insurgency, especially during the 1980s
and 1990s.” Meghalaya’s “astonishing
landscape” marked by monoliths or
mawbynna �nd mention in both
illustration (Balaiamon Kharngapkynta)
and poem (Amanda Basaiamoit’s ‘Shared
Stories). But, as Pariat points out, the
recurring theme is that of bonds struck
between women.

Written accounts of women’s lives are
still rare in Mizoram, say the editors of
The Keepers of Knowledge: Writings from
Mizoram (Zubaan), Hmingthanzuali and
Mary Vanlalthanpuii, but it’s changing.
They point out that recent research on
Mizo oral traditions have shown that
despite the fact that women’s knowledge
and words were disregarded in a
patriarchal society, they found other ways
to articulate their concerns, one way
being composing songs. It is not mere
chance, they write, that studies on Mizo
folk songs always begin with the story of
Pi Hmuaki, the �rst song composer who
was buried alive on the orders of the
village chief and others who were said to
be jealous of her talent.

While the tragedy may have prevented
other women from raising their voices, “it
did not stop them from becoming more
active in composing songs,” the lyrics
speaking out against injustice. When
Christian missionaries arrived, women
began writing within the enclosure of the
Church, but they also dappled in novels
and short stories. And though most of the
works on Rambuai, the 20-year con�ict in
Mizoram from 1966-1986, are by men,
there are at least two memoirs by former
Mizo National Front women volunteers.

The Battle of Kohima
Late last year, Mmhonlümo Kikon, writer
and politician from Nagaland, wrote
about the decisive Battle of Kohima in the
Second World War which has been
documented about by many American
and British historians. 

His Majesty’s Headhunters (Penguin)
tells the story from the perspective of the
Nagas, and their crucial role in how the
Allied forces led by Lieutenant General
William Slim defeated the Japanese army
led by Lieutenant General Renya
Mutaguchi and Lt. Gen. Sato. 

“In many a conversation,” he writes in
the Introduction, “the Nagas cite three
reasons for the victory of the Allied forces
over the Imperial Japanese Army — �rst
and foremost being the intelligence inputs
and the labour service provided by Naga
villagers.” Kikon pro�les the headhunters
who “decapitated with the right blow of
the dao” and generals like Yambamo

Lotha, considered “one of the best
headhunters from Phiro village in Lotha
country.” The second reason for the loss
of the Japanese is attributed to their
“improper planning” and di�erences
among the top two generals, with the
third being the air cover provided by the
U.S. Air Force and the supply of
ammunition and arms. 

Stories, myths, legends
But much before it became a battle�eld,
Kohima (even the name is a corruption,
villagers called it Kewhima or Kewhira —
the British often mispronounced local
names) was the political administrative
headquarters of the British colonial
government since 1878. 

Kikon tells the story of how Kohima
became the capital of the Naga Hills and
the battle between colonial forces and
Angami Nagas. It took the British over
four decades to establish their
headquarters in Kohima, and many more
years to secure it. In telling his version of
a famous battle, Kikon also traces the
origins of Kohima and its journey to
becoming the capital of Nagaland in 1963
when the State came into being with
stories, myths and legends.

Writing about Meghalaya, Pariat says,
“...we are a storied people, fond of tall
tales and strange superstitions, passing
them on to our children and our
children’s children.” 

She could be talking about all the other
States in the region too.

Tracking the northeast: new �ction by
women and a history of the Kohima Battle 
New books on the region chronicle old and new struggles, the history of insurgency and other battles and life in the borderlands; women, important

knowledge keepers, throw light on a host of issues from patriarchy to the struggle of everyday life 

Voice from the east: Khasi women from the West Khasi Hill district of Meghalaya cross a hanging bridge in 2020. RITU RAJ KONWAR

Sudipta Datta

X

QUESTION 1 

According to the popular
writer Stephen King, which
language ‘turns dirt into
romance’?
X

QUESTION 2 

Which was the second
language, after Tamil, to
become a legally recognised
classical language of India?
X

QUESTION 3 

From which language do we
get words like assassin,
sugar, and zero?
X

QUESTION 4

In fiction, which specific type
of people spoke ‘Khuzdul’?

X

QUESTION 5 

Alphabetically arranged
from A to Z, which would be
the first and last in the six
o�icial languages of the UN?
X

QUESTION 6 

Which letter appears in
approximately 11% of all
words in the common
English vocabulary and is
the second most popular
key after the space bar on a
keyboard?.
X

QUESTION 7 

Nepali is an o�icial
language of which Indian
State?
X

QUESTION 8 

What is a ‘loanword’?

Questions and Answers to the previous

day’s daily quiz: 1. The salute adopted by
Nazi Germany closely resembled this salute,
created by James Upham. Ans: Bellamy

salute

2. This salute originated from a 16th century
naval tradition in which a ship would deplete
its ammunition by firing its cannons into the
water. Ans: 21-gun salute

3. The practice of greeting rulers of princely
states by firing a certain number of guns was
discontinued in this year. Ans: 1971

4. The salute in which the palm of the right
hand faces downward is for this branch of the
armed forces. Ans: Navy

5. This German fighter pilot was given a full
military funeral, including a gun salute by
Australia. Ans: Manfred von Richthofen

Visual: The armed forces of this country use
this salute. Ans: Poland

Early Birds: Jagrati Shukla| Prashant Nain|
Rajmohan. V| M. Suresh Kumar| Kamaldeep
Kaur

THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on languages on the occasion of International Mother Language Day
being celebrated on February 21

X

Visual question:

Name this famous linguist and what ‘universal’ language did he create.

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

V. V. Ramanan

“Ms. A. S. Pramila wants to know the
di�erence between ‘He contracted
typhoid causing his mother to fear for his
survival’ and ‘He contracted typhoid
causing his mother to fear his survival.’”

“ ‘To fear for his survival’ means the
fear that he might not survive. His mother
is anxious that he should continue to live.
She is concerned about his life. ‘To fear
his survival’ means that he might survive
and his survival will be a cause for fear.
The sentence means that his mother is
afraid that he may survive.”

“Several readers would like to know (a)
what an idiom is (b) whether good writing
or speech should contain a lot of idioms.”

“I discussed this brie�y a couple of
years ago. Perhaps it wasn’t clear. An
idiom is ‘a mode of expression peculiar to
a language, an expression characteristic
of a particular language not logically or
grammatically applicable.’ Take the
sentence ‘She drank milk’. The meaning
of this sentence is the total meaning of
‘she’ plus ‘drank’ plus ‘milk’ in that order.
By and large, the meaning of a sentence is
the total meaning of the words in that
sentence. Now take this sentence: ‘She
kicked the bucket’. The sentence means
that she died. We don’t get this meaning
by combining the meaning of ‘she’,
‘kicked’ and ‘bucket’. That is why we call
an idiom ‘a peculiar mode of expression’.
You cannot change the structure of an
idiom as you please. You have to use it as
it is. You can’t say ‘He kicked a bucket’ or
‘He kicked buckets’. ‘To kick the bucket’
is the idiom and it must be used in that
form. No alteration is permissible except
when you want to be humorous. Idioms
should be used judiciously. Idioms are like
sweets. We enjoy eating sweets
occasionally. We can’t live on sweets. We
live on our staple diet. Ordinary language
is like the staple diet and idioms are like
sweets. A speech or writing full of idioms
would sound odd and funny. Here is an
extract from a dialogue I wrote some
years ago:

“How are you?”
“Fit as a �ddle.”
“How is your father?”
“In the pink of health.”
“How is your uncle?”
“He has one foot in the grave.”
“Your aunt?”
“She kicked the bucket a year ago.”
“Why do you speak like this?” Are you

so fond of idioms?”
I am head over heels in love with them.

There is more to an idiom than meets the
eye, you know. Well, I have to be in
another place at nine on the dot...”

If you speak or write in this manner,
you will be considered idiotic. ‘Idiom’ and
‘idiotic’ are from the same root.”

“ ‘Palindrome fans, your time has
come: 1991 reads the same backward as
forward. The last time this happened was
in 1881, one of those years that another
New York reader thinks should be called a
palindromannum. Consider: In every
century of this millennium, we have been
treated to only one palindromannum —
1001,1111,1221 and so on — at intervals of
110 years. But we fortunate humans have
the prospect of two such years almost
within a decade. The year 2002 is just
around the corner. We live in interesting
times’. — William Sa�re”
Published in The Hindu on March 5, 1991.

Know your
English
K. Subrahmanian
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