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IN BRIEF
�

Bihar Assembly Speaker
Awadh Bihari Choudhary
made it clear on Wednes-
day that he would not step
down from his post until
the Assembly session be-
gins on February 12, when
Chief Minister and JD(U)
leader Nitish Kumar is set
to face the �oor test.

The newly formed Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government in the
State had moved a no-con-
�dence motion against Mr.
Choudhary, who belongs
to the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD). 

“Why should I resign? I
will run the House accord-

ing to rules of the Constitu-
tion. Strength will be
known in the House and it
is not our job to see this,”
said Mr. Choudhary, when
asked about resigning in
view of the no-con�dence
motion against him. 

He was speaking after
addressing a press adviso-
ry committee meeting in-

side the Assembly. 
It was on January 28 that

BJP leader Nand Kishore
Yadav gave a notice of no-
con�dence against the
Speaker to the Secretary.
The NDA’s leaders want to
remove the Speaker before
the �oor test. 

Mr. Choudhary said he
came to know of the no-
con�dence motion against
him only on Wednesday.
He added that the Assemb-
ly was governed by the
Constitution and rules. “As
per the rules, a no-con�-
dence motion can be
brought after 14 days [of
giving notice to the Secre-
tary] or on the 14th day. Till
then, the Speaker is there,”
he added.

Senior JD(U) leader and
Minister Shravan Kumar
took a jibe at Mr. Choud-
hary. “This is not the �rst
time we are going for the
�oor test. The NDA has the
full majority and now it is
the time for him [Mr.
Choudhary] to decide to
resign,” Mr. Kumar said.

In August 2022, BJP
leader Vijay Kumar Sinha,
now Deputy Chief Minister
in the new government, si-
milarly refused to resign
when Mr. Nitish Kumar
snapped ties with the BJP
and formed the govern-
ment with the RJD, the
Congress, and the Left par-
ties. Later, to avoid the no-
con�dence vote, Mr. Sinha
had, however, resigned.

Bihar Speaker refuses to quit until Nitish
faces �oor test in Assembly on Feb. 12 
Amit Bhelari
PATNA

Awadh Bihari Choudhary

P
rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on
Wednesday alleged

that the Opposition is
creating a “North-South”
divide and asked the Con-
gress to stop “divisive” pol-
itics. He was apparently
reacting to the protest by
the Karnataka government
against the alleged “step-
motherly” treatment of the
Centre. He made these re-
marks while replying to a
debate in the Rajya Sabha
on the motion to thank
President Droupadi Mur-
mu for her address to the
joint session of Parliament.

Mr. Modi said that dur-
ing his term as Gujarat
Chief Minister, the UPA go-
vernment tried to create
many obstacles, but his go-
vernment’s policies fa-

voured competitive and
cooperative federalism. He
said “States’s development
for country’s develop-
ment” is the mantra of the
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) government. 

Sharing his “agony” ov-
er recent statements of the

Opposition, Mr. Modi said
it was speaking the lan-
guage of breaking the
country. “Stop these new
narratives... an entire State
is speaking this language,
nothing can be worse for
the country than this...
And it is very painful that

such language is emerging
from a national party, it is
very sad,” he said.

On complaints that tax-
es are not disbursed to the
States in a proper manner,
Mr. Modi said ‘our tax, our
money’ should not be the
language to demand
States’ rights. “This nation
is not just a piece of land
for us. It is like the human
body,” he said and added
that if there is pain anywh-
ere in this country, it
should be felt by everyone. 

He said that during the
COVID-19 pandemic, he
chaired 20 meetings with
the Chief Ministers of all
States and credited the en-
tire machinery for tackling
the challenge head-on. 

Opposition is creating a
‘North-South’ divide: PM
An entire State is speaking this language, nothing can be worse than this. It is painful that such

language is emerging from a national party, says Modi, asking Congress to stop ‘divisive’ politics 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

BJP HITS BACK 
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BJP reaches out
to RLD with an
eye on west U.P.

GHAZIABAD

Ahead of the Uttar Pradesh leg

of the Congress’s Bharat Jodo

Nyay Yatra, the BJP has

reached out to RLD chief

Chaudhary Jayant Singh with

an o�er he will find di�icult to

refuse. » Page 4

3 reach Mumbai
from Kuwait by
boat, arrested

MUMBAI

The police on Wednesday

arrested three fishermen who

were detained on Tuesday

night after reaching Mumbai in

a Kuwaiti fishing vessel. The

three claimed their employer

had allegedly taken all their

identity proofs. » Page 5

SMOOTH JOURNEY

Satellite-aided
toll collection
likely soon

NEWS » PAGE 12

Accusing the Union go-
vernment of discriminat-
ing against Karnataka and
the other southern States
with regard to the devolu-
tion of taxes, the entire lea-
dership of the State, led by
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, staged a protest at
New Delhi’s Jantar Mantar
on Wednesday.

Terming the protest a
“movement to protect the
interests of Karnataka and
Kannadigas” and against
“step-motherly” treatment
by the Centre, Mr. Siddara-
maiah dismissed the BJP al-
legation that the protest
was aimed at creating a
North-South divide. 

The Congress wants the
country to be united, but
there should be no dis-
crimination against the
southern States, the Chief
Minister said. 

“We are asking for our

rights,” said Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
who took part in the prot-
est, along with several
MPs, Ministers and MLAs
from the State.

Karnataka leaders hit
out at Centre as they
stage protest in Delhi

Siddaramaiah, D.K. Shivakumar

and other leaders protesting in

New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 

MINISTER’S DEFENCE
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The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/BENGALURU

Denying the BJP stand that
the protests by Opposition-
ruled States against the
Centre were politically mo-
tivated to create a “North-
South” divide, Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said here on Wednesday
that all States were su�er-
ing owing to the Centre’s
“anti-federal” attitude.

He said the BJP-ruled
States would naturally not
join the protests, but States
such as Tamil Nadu, Karna-
taka, West Bengal, Punjab
and Delhi had voiced their
concerns. Mr. Vijayan is in
Delhi to participate in a
protest against the Centre
on Thursday. He said he
had extended invitations to
Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge and the Chief Mi-
nisters of all States not
ruled by the NDA.

All States are
neglected by
Modi regime,
says Pinarayi 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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At least 30 people were
killed and more than 40
others injured on Wednes-
day in twin blasts targeting
election o�ces in Pakis-
tan’s restive Balochistan
province, a day before the
general elections in the
country.

In the �rst incident, a
powerful blast outside the
o�ce of an independent
candidate in Pishin district
killed 20 people and
wounded 30 others.

Less than an hour later,
another blast took place
outside the election o�ce
of a Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
Pakistan in the Killa Abdul-
lah area claiming the lives
of 10 people and injuring
22 others, o�cials said.

No group or individual
claimed responsibility for
the twin blasts.

Abdullah Zehri, a senior

police o�cial in Balochis-
tan Panjgur, said: “Terro-
rists are targeting candi-
dates to deter people from
going to the polling sta-
tions but security person-
nel are being increased to
ensure the elections go
ahead on schedule.” 

Elections as scheduled
Balochistan’s Home Minis-
ter Jan Achakzai con-
demned the attacks and
said polls would be held as
per schedule.

Pakistanis will vote on
Thursday to elect a new go-
vernment to rule the cash-
strapped country. The
front runner is former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sha-
rif who is said to have the
backing of the military.
With former Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan in jail, Mr.
Sharif ’s Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz is tipped to
emerge as the single largest
party in the elections.

30 killed in twin blasts on the eve of Pakistan polls
Press Trust of India
KARACHI

Rattled residents: People gather at the site of a blast outside the o�ice of an independent candidate in Pishin district in Pakistan. AFP

The Election Commission
has approved a new name
— the ‘Nationalist Congress
Party-Sharadchandra Pa-
war’ — for NCP chief Sha-
rad Pawar’s faction a day
after it awarded the party’s
original name and clock
symbol to the rival NCP
faction headed by Mr. Pa-
war’s nephew and Maha-
rashtra Deputy CM Ajit
Pawar.

The poll panel’s deci-
sion came after Mr. Sharad
Pawar’s faction was asked
to submit three names for
their political group by 4
p.m. on Wednesday for the

purposes of the Rajya Sab-
ha polls slated to be held
on February 27.

If the NCP patriarch’s
faction had failed to give
any alternatives, then the
EC would have treated all
its MLAs as Independents. 

Accordingly, the group
had suggested three names
in order of preference— Na-

tionalist Congress Party-
Sharadchandra Pawar, Na-
tionalist Congress Party-
Sharadrao Pawar, and
NCP-Sharad Pawar — to the
EC. It also sought ‘banyan
tree’ as its election symbol.

The Commission acced-
ed to the �rst name prefe-
rence as a one-time option
for the purpose of the elec-
tions to six Rajya Sabha
seats in Maharashtra. 

‘Unconstitutional move’
While BJP leader and De-
puty CM Devendra Fadna-
vis called the EC decision
on the NCP split a victory
of democracy, leaders of
the Sharad Pawar faction
vehemently criticised it,
with MLA Rohit Pawar, Mr.

Sharad Pawar’s grand-ne-
phew, dubbing the EC “a
political wing of the BJP”.

“There were not many
expectations from the EC
that unconstitutionally
awarded the party symbol
and name to the breaka-
way NCP group. However,
we are not worried at all as
the founder of the party,
Sharad Pawar, is with us.
Our trust is in his deeds
throughout his long career
and in the faith the people
of Maharashtra repose in
him. The BJP and the splin-
ter NCP faction should be
wary of a wounded tiger,”
warned Mr. Rohit Pawar.

Sharad Pawar faction gets a longer name,
day after Ajit retained NCP, clock symbol
Shoumojit Banerjee
Sreeparna Chakrabarty 
PUNE/NEW DELHI

Sharad Pawar 
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Timings

DELHI

THURSDAY, FEB. 08

RISE 07:06 SET 18:06

RISE 05:53 SET 16:13

FRIDAY, FEB. 09

RISE 07:05 SET 18:07

RISE 06:44 SET 17:27

SATURDAY, FEB. 10

RISE 07:04 SET 18:07

RISE 07:30 SET 18:39

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

EDUCATIONAL

GENERAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

A
Rouse Avenue
court here on Wed-
nesday issued sum-

mons to Delhi Chief Minis-
ter and Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) chief Arvind Kejriwal
on a petition �led by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED), which has accused
the CM of not complying
with the agency’s repeated
notices in connection with
the now-scrapped Delhi ex-
cise policy.

Additional Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate (ACMM)
Divya Malhotra took cogni-
sance of ED’s complaint
and asked the Delhi Chief
Minister to appear before
the court on February 17.

“...from the contents of
the complaint and the ma-
terial placed on record,
prima facie o�ence under

Section 174 of the Indian
Penal Code, 1860 is made
out and there are su�cient
grounds for proceeding
under Section 204 of the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, 1973 against accused
Mr. Arvind Kejriwal,” the
court said. 

It noted that the copies
of the summons requiring
the CM’s attendance to give
evidence in connection

with the probe were sent to
him on his o�cial email
address.

“...the respondent of
the summons i.e. the pro-
posed accused, was legally
bound to attend in-person
in pursuance of the same,
but purportedly he failed
to do so,” the court stated.

Reacting to the court’s
order, senior AAP leader
and Delhi Minister Atishi
said: “We respect the court
order. We will keep our
side before the court on
why Arvind Kejriwal did
not appear before the ED
for the �ve summonses.
We will tell the court why
the �ve summonses were
illegal.”

She said that the BJP
�rst holds a press confe-
rence and tells the public
that the ED would arrest
Mr. Kejriwal, immediately
after which the ED issues

the summons. 
“This shows that the

summonses are a political
conspiracy to call Arvind
Kejriwal to the ED o�ce
and arrest him,” Ms. Atishi
added.

‘Taking legal advice’
When asked whether the
AAP chief will appear be-
fore the court, Ms. Atishi
told The Hindu, “We are
taking legal advice on the
matter. It’s under
consideration.”

The ED had on February
3 moved an application in
the court against Mr. Kejri-
wal for skipping the �fth
summons issued on Febru-
ary 2. 

The agency had earlier
summoned the CM on No-
vember 2 and December 21
in 2023. It had also issued
summonses on January 3
and 18 this year.

Excise policy case: court
summons Kejriwal on Feb. 17

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal. PTI

Chief Minister legally bound to attend in person, directs court while hearing an ED complaint 

about the AAP chief ignoring its summonses; will explain our side, says Delhi Minister Atishi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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A
day after searching
the premises of
Delhi Chief Minis-

ter Arvind Kejriwal’s perso-
nal assistant and others,
the Enforcement Directo-
rate on Wednesday alleged
that part of the bribe paid
to award a Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) contract to an ineligi-
ble company was passed
on to the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) as “election funds”.

On Tuesday, the agency
had searched the premises
of Mr. Kejriwal’s PA Bibhav
Kumar, AAP treasurer and
Rajya Sabha MP N.D. Gup-
ta, and former DJB mem-
ber Shalabh Kumar. 

Some locations in Vara-
nasi and Chandigarh were
also searched. The deve-
lopment came days after
the arrest of former DJB
Chief Engineer Jagdish Ku-
mar Arora and business-
man Anil Kumar Aggarwal.

AAP denied the agen-

cy’s allegations.

‘No evidence’
“We condemn any kind of
wrongdoing done by DJB
o�cials or its contractors,
if proven true. We also con-
demn the ED’s blatantly
false allegation that AAP or
its leaders have anything to
do with this case. Not a sin-

gle penny or piece of evi-
dence has been recovered
from the AAP leaders who
were raided yesterday by
the ED,” the party said in a
statement.

The ED probe is based
on a �rst information re-
port (FIR) registered by the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) on complaints

of corruption within the
DJB. 

It was alleged that Mr.
Arora had awarded a con-
tract worth ₹38 crore to
NKG Infrastructure Limit-
ed even though it did not
meet the technical eligibili-
ty criteria. 

Based on its �ndings,
the agency alleged on Wed-

nesday that NKG Infras-
tructure had bagged the
contract using bogus docu-
ments. The tender was for
the supply, installation,
testing and commissioning
of electromagnetic �owm-
eters. Mr. Arora was alleg-
edly aware of the fact that
the company did not tech-
nically qualify for the bid.

As earlier alleged, NKG
Infrastructure subcon-
tracted the work to Inte-
gral Screws, a proprietor-
ship �rm of Mr. Aggarwal.
After receiving the funds,
he purportedly transferred
about ₹3 crore to Mr. Arora
in the form of cash and
through various bank
accounts.

“Investigations and digi-
tal evidence show that Jag-
dish Kumar Arora passed
on the bribe funds to va-
rious persons connected
with managing the a�airs
of the Delhi Jal Board, in-
cluding persons connected
with AAP. Bribe amounts
were also passed on as

election funds to AAP,” the
agency statement said.

In�ated rates
The ED added that the DJB
contract had been awarded
at highly in�ated rates so
that bribes could be col-
lected from the contractors
out of the in�ated cost. 

“As against the contract
value of ₹38 crore, only
about ₹17 crore was spent
towards the contract and
the remaining amounts
were siphoned o� in the
guise of various fake ex-
penses. Such fake expens-
es were booked for bribes
and election funds,” the
Central agency said.

During the searches, the
agency seized incriminat-
ing documents and digital
evidence, apart from va-
luables amounting to ₹1.97
crore, as well as ₹4 lakh in
foreign currency. 

The ED had conducted
searches on July 24 and No-
vember 17 last year in the
same case. 

DJB bribes partially passed on to AAP
as poll funds: ED; party junks charge

Security personnel during the ED raid on the premises of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s personal

secretary, Bibhav Kumar, in New Delhi. FILE PHOTO

₹3 crore bribe was paid to a senior DJB o�cial to award a contract to an ineligible company, of which a portion was then given to AAP, alleges ED;

probe agency had carried out searches at several locations, including premises of Arvind Kejriwal’s PA and party’s Rajya Sabha member N.D. Gupta 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Wednesday
called the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) the “mouth-
piece” of the ruling BJP at
the Centre and said it will
take legal action against
the Central probe agency
for “defaming” the party.

“It’s clear that the [Na-
rendra] Modi government
is a big believer in Hitler’s
ideology, which says if you
repeat a lie a thousand
times, people will start be-
lieving in it,” the party said
in a statement. 

The party said that over
the past decade, Central
agencies like the CBI and
ED have �led over 230 cas-
es against AAP leaders but
failed to prove a single case
in the court.

“This shows their only
purpose is to defame CM
Arvind Kejriwal and AAP
by creating a media sensa-
tion every day,” the party
alleged.

“During the 16-hour raid
at the residence of the CM’s

personal secretary, ED o�-
cials did not conduct any
thorough search, nor did
they provide any explana-
tion regarding the purpose
of the raid. They just sat in
his living room,” senior
AAP leader Atishi alleged.

‘Corrupt government’
Reacting to the allegations,
Delhi BJP chief Virendra
Sachdeva said Ms. Atishi
was wasting time in de-
fending the corruption by
her party.

He said AAP leaders
have claimed that nothing
has been found in ED in-
vestigations, but their lead-
ers are not getting bail.

“People are now fed up
with the corrupt Arvind
Kejriwal government and
want to see the CM behind
bars,” he added.

‘ED mouthpiece of
BJP, will take legal
action against it’ 

The party said probe
agencies have �led
more than 230 cases
against its leaders till
now but couldn’t
prove any of them

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Calcutta High Court on Wed-
nesday stayed a single-judge
Bench order for forming a joint
special investigation team (SIT)
comprising the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and the West
Bengal police to probe an attack
on Enforcement Directorate (ED)
o�cials on January 5.

A Division Bench of Chief Jus-

tice T.S. Sivagnanam and Justice
Supratim Bhattacharya stayed
the order, saying that till the ap-
peals are decided, the direction
for the constitution of the SIT
must remain and the State police
shall also not investigate the
matter.

On January 5, an ED team was
attacked at Sandeshkhali when it
went to conduct searches at the
house of Trinamool Congress
leader Shahjahan Sheikh. 

HC stays order to form SIT
to probe attack on ED team

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

In the �rst targeted killing
of the year, militants on
Wednesday shot dead a
worker from Punjab while
another sustained injuries
in Srinagar’s Habba Kadal,
said o�cials.

Amritpal Singh, a resi-
dent of Amritsar, was shot
by the militants at point-

blank range in Habba Ka-
dal at 7 p.m., o�cials said.

They added that Singh
died on the spot, while
another worker hailing
from Amritsar, identi�ed
as Rohit, 25, sustained inju-
ries in the incident. He was
hit by bullets in the abdo-
men and is undergoing
treatment at the SMHS
Hospital in Srinagar, o�-
cials said. 

National Conference
leaders Farooq Abdullah
and Omar Abdullah con-
demned the attack.

“Dr. Farooq Abdullah
and Omar Abdullah are
shocked and disgusted by
the barbaric incident,” the
party said. 

The Peoples Democratic
Party and People's Confe-
rence, too, condemned the
attack.

Militants kill Sikh man in J&K in
�rst targeted attack of the year

Press Trust of India
SRINAGAR
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday hailed the construction of the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya while highlighting the need
to resolve similar long-standing disputes over
places of worship in Mathura and Varanasi.
“While Lord Krishna demanded �ve villages for
the Pandavas from Duryodhan 5,000 years ago,
we are only asking for three places of our faith,”
he said in the Assembly, referring to the ongoing
disputes over the origins of the Gyanvapi mosque
in Varanasi and the Shahi Idgah in Mathura,
besides the already-constructed Ram Temple.
“Our Lord Krishna won’t be dissuaded,” he said.

‘Krishna won’t be dissuaded’:
U.P. CM on Mathura, Varanasi 

INBRIEF
�

The Gujarat Assembly on Wednesday
unanimously passed a resolution requesting the
BJP government in the State to take necessary
steps for the e�ective implementation of the
Education Department’s recent decision to teach
the holy Hindu text, the Bhagavad Gita, in
schools. While the AAP State unit welcomed the
resolution and extended its support to it,
Congress MLAs initially protested, but later
supported it when the resolution was put to a
vote, allowing it to be passed unanimously by the
House. The resolution states that the scripture
must be taught in schools to students from
Classes 6 to 12 from the next academic year. PTI

Gujarat passes resolution to
teach Bhagavad Gita in schools

Nearly a hundred people, a
majority of them women,
blocked a highway in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Harda on
Wednesday shortly after
Chief Minister Mohan Ya-
dav left the site where at
least 11 people were killed
and about 200 injured in
multiple blasts at a �re-
cracker factory a day ago.

The protesters also tried
to stop several cars that
were part of Mr. Yadav’s
convoy, leading to argu-
ments and clashes with se-
curity personnel. Many of
them had lost their family
members or houses in the
accident. They claimed
that they had been waiting
for the Chief Minister since
morning but he left with-
out meeting them. 

“We had been promised

by the administration that
the Chief Minister will
meet us. We had been wait-
ing in a camp without eat-
ing anything since morn-
ing. He came till the
factory site and left. We
feel cheated,” said Pinky
Chauhan, who lost her sis-
ter-in-law in the tragedy.
She said several houses
were also robbed when re-
sidents �ed to safety. 

Collector, SP transferred
Taking strict action, the
State government trans-
ferred Harda Collector
Rishi Garg and Superinten-
dent of Police Sanjeev Kan-
chan. While Mr. Garg was
made Deputy Secretary
with the State administra-
tion with no department
assigned yet, Mr. Kanchan
was moved to the State Pol-
ice Headquarters as Assis-
tant Inspector General.

Protests in Harda
as M.P. CM fails to
meet victims’ kin

Taking stock: Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on Wednesday at the site

where a blaze erupted in Harda, killing 11 people. A.M. FARUQUI

Mehul Malpani
HARDA

Ahead of the Uttar Pradesh
leg of the Congress’s Bha-
rat Jodo Nyay Yatra, the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has reached out to
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD)
chief Chaudhary Jayant
Singh with an o�er that he
will �nd di�cult to refuse.
For now, according to par-
ty sources, Mr. Singh is
weighing his options. For
the BJP, the RLD used to be
a ‘parivarvadi (dynastic)’
party but to neutralise the
Jat-Muslim vote bank in
western U.P. and check-
mate the Samajwadi Party
(SP), the principal Opposi-
tion in the State, it needs
the grandson of former
Prime Minister Chaudhary
Charan Singh by its side.

No wonder, SP chief Ak-
hilesh Yadav, party leader

Shivpal Yadav, and Main-
puri MP Dimple Yadav on
Wednesday invoked Mr.
Singh and his family’s secu-
lar credentials and showed
faith in his political sagaci-
ty to protect the interests
of farmers and workers.

Poor track record
The BJP’s track record in
Saharanpur and Morada-
bad divisions and pockets
of Meerut, Aligarh, and
Agra of western U.P.,
which constitute at least 18
Lok Sabha seats, has not
been convincing. It pushed
Muza�arnagar MP Sanjeev
Balyan to the Union Cabi-
net and made Bhupendra
Chaudhary, who hails from
Moradabad, the State par-
ty president but could not
knock o� Mr. Singh as the
foremost leader of farmers
in the region.

According to sources,

this time the BJP is playing
on the discontent among
the RLD’s Jat supporters,
who are feeling cheated by
the SP’s unilateral decision
to have its candidates con-
test on the RLD’s symbol
on three out of the seven
seats it was allocated on Ja-
nuary 19. This includes Mu-
za�arnagar, a prestige seat
for the party. Things came
to a brink when the SP
pushed the party to cede

the Fatehpur Sikri seat for
the Congress. “We are be-
hind the Chaudhary Cha-
ran Singh family, but we
can’t be taken for granted
by the SP,” said Vikas Prad-
han, a staunch follower of
Mr. Singh from Baghpat.

Mr. Singh, he said, al-
lowed the SP to �eld its do-
zen candidates on the
hand pump symbol in the
Assembly poll. “Not any-
more. We are the ones who

RLD hope that Mr. Singh
would hold on to his anti-
BJP stance despite �ssures
in the alliance with the SP.
Recalling the ‘Sadbhavna
Yatra’ that Mr. Singh took
out in villages of western
U.P., national general se-
cretary Mairajuddin
Ahmed said Muslims and
farmers of the region were
looking to the RLD chief to
make the right choice. “If
he switches sides, there
won’t be anybody left to
raise their issues,” he said.

“Even those Jats who are
feeling su�ocated in the
BJP feel that if Mr. Singh
switches allegiance, Jat
farmers would become
toothless,” said a khap
leader seeking anonymity.

Insiders in both parties
say by February 12, the
birth anniversary of Ajit
Singh, it will be clear if an
alliance has been forged.

a good �ght,” he said.
Mr. Sohan Veer said

there can’t be a compro-
mise on the Muza�arnagar
seat, where RLD founder
Ajit Singh worked to build
bridges between Jats and
Muslims after the riots of
2013, and lost the 2019
election to Mr. Balyan by a
small margin. While the
BJP sources deny that RLD
has staked a claim to it,
sources in the RLD say
there can’t be any compro-
mise on the seat. 

“When we are not ready
to cede it to the SP, how
can we let it go to the BJP?”
said Mr. Tomar. In the �ve
Assembly seats of Muzaf-
farnagar, the SP and the
RLD hold two each, while
the BJP has one. 

It is this bigger ideologi-
cal dissonance between
the RLD and the BJP that
gives non-Jat leaders of the

dership treated its alliance
partners, this time, the
party is o�ering Mr. Singh
long-term residency in the
NDA. Apart from promises
of a berth in the next Union
and the present State Cabi-
nets, the BJP, sources say,
is giving hints of Jat reser-
vation in Central govern-
ment jobs, something the
SP that cares for Yadav in-
terests has been against,
and a possible Harit Pra-
desh, again a no-go area
for the SP, where a Jat
could be the CM.

“In the BJP’s bid to se-
cure 400 seats, Jayant
could play a role,” said So-
han Veer Singh, former BJP
MP from Muza�arnagar.
“We are ready to give the
RLD four seats: Baghpat,
Kairana, Mathura, and Am-
roha. With us, they can ea-
sily win all four. With Akhi-
lesh, they can only give us

weathered the government
machinery during the
farmer protests and wres-
tlers’ agitation,” he said,
stressing the oft-repeated
history of trust de�cit bet-
ween the late RLD and the
SP patriarchs: Ajit Singh
and Mulayam Singh Yadav. 

Ideological �g leaf
The BJP’s new-found love
for the champion of social
justice has given a section
of Jats, who don’t want the
community’s vote to be di-
vided between the BJP and
the RLD, an ideological �g
leaf to return to the NDA.
“If Karpoori Thakur could
get the Bharat Ratna, why
not Chaudhary Charan
Singh, who was his men-
tor?” said senior RLD lead-
er Ajay Tomar.

Keeping in mind Mr.
Singh’s reservations on
how the present BJP lea-

BJP eyes pact with RLD to shore up prospects in western U.P.; SP reposes faith in partner
Anuj Kumar
GHAZIABAD

Poll pact: The SP announced on January 19 that it had allocated

seven Lok Sabha seats to the RLD in Uttar Pradesh. FILE PHOTO

M
aharashtra Minis-
ter and promi-
nent OBC leader

Chhagan Bhujbal has been
the strongest critic of the
Maharashtra government’s
move to grant Kunbi caste
certi�cates to Marathas
with proofs of belonging to
the agrarian community
that enjoys OBC bene�ts in
the State. Speaking to The
Hindu, the 76-year-old
leader from the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) said
he had tendered his resig-
nation as a Minister on No-
vember 16 but the Chief Mi-
nister is yet to accept it.

Do you think the State
government failed to
handle the Maratha
reservation issue?

While announcing bene�ts
for Marathas under the
OBC category, the govern-
ment did not adhere to the
rulebook or the previous
reports/orders of the High
Court or Supreme Court.
Reservation can’t be given
overnight just because so-
meone is pressuring you.
This is not how a govern-

ment functions. It won’t
stand legal scrutiny. 

Why did you submit
your resignation?

Being part of the govern-
ment, I can’t speak against
its decisions but my con-
science said I can’t keep
quiet. So, a day before my
public meeting at Ambad
(in Jalna district), I ten-
dered my resignation, but
it is yet to be accepted by
the Chief Minister. 

Why are OBC leaders
from other parties not
speaking on the issue?

I need to create awareness
about Marathas encroach-
ing on OBC reservation. It’s
good that they are at least
silent and not speaking in
favour of the government. 

How are OBC groups

looking at the decision,
and how will it impact
the elections?

I can’t speak for everyone,
but yes, there’s an under-
current. Many feel be-
trayed. I don’t know why
the BJP’s central leader-
ship has not intervened as
electorally it could have
consequences for them. It
is their responsibility to sa-
feguard OBC quota. This
has created an unneces-
sary rift between OBCs and
Marathas in rural areas. 

There are reports of you
planning to join BJP to
lead a nationwide stir.

Neither has the BJP ap-
proached me with such a
proposal nor am I in two
minds. I’m happy here. Pe-
ople are suggesting that I
should �oat a party, but I
feel it will divert my focus. 

‘BJP’s duty to safeguard OBC quota, Kunbi
status for Marathas may hurt party in polls’
Move has created unnecessary rift between OBCs and Marathas in rural areas, supporters have

suggested that I should �oat a party but I feel it will divert my focus, says OBC leader from NCP

INTERVIEW

Chhagan

Bhujbal 

Chhagan Bhujbal.

EMMANUAL YOGINI

Abhinay Deshpande

Faced with widespread
protests by students be-
longing to the indigenous
communities, tribal fo-
rums and political parties,
the Tripura Board of Se-
condary Education (TBSE)
has given in and allowed
them to write exam papers
in the Roman alphabet of
the Kokborok language. 

TBSE president Dhanan-
jay Gon Choudhury on
Wednesday announced
that he would soon issue
an instruction for exam
centre supervisors to ac-
cept both Roman and Ban-
gla scripts for writing
Kokborok.

The decision came after
Mr. Choudhury initially or-
dered that only the Bangla
script be allowed for Kok-
borok exam papers and
even threatened exam
centre supervisors with
police complaints if they

accepted any other script
in the upcoming school-
leaving and higher secon-
dary exams this year.

The move was con-
demned by several tribal
forums and Opposition
parties, which staged prot-
ests at the TBSE o�ce.

Sources said the BJP-led
State government made a
request to the TBSE to re-
consider its decision and
put an end to the
controversy.

The debate over which
script to use for Kokborok,
spoken by the majority of
tribes in Tripura, has been
raging for a long time. State
governments in the past
have appointed commis-
sions to resolve the issue,
but to no avail. 

While some academics
have held that the Bangla
script is more practical, in-
digenous forums and par-
ties prefer the Roman
script in a bid to maintain a
distinct identity.

Tripura board allows
Kokborok in Roman
script in examinations
Syed Sajjad Ali
AGARTALA

The All India United Demo-
cratic Front (AIUDF) on
Wednesday sought an end
to the ordeal of more than
26.57 lakh people who
have been unable to ac-
quire Aadhaar cards after
their biometrics were fro-
zen during the exercise to
update the National Regis-
ter of Citizens (NRC) in
Assam.

A total of 26,57,784 peo-
ple were rejected in two
NRC drafts published on
December 31, 2017, and Ju-
ly 30, 2018, for failing to
produce documents that
could have established
their citizenship. “These
people have been unable
to apply for jobs and ac-
quire ration cards and vo-
ter cards for which Aad-
haar is mandatory. They
have been deprived of
their rights,” AIUDF MLA
Aminul Islam said.

End Aadhaar
hurdle of NRC
rejects in
Assam: AIUDF 

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

H
ome Minister Amit
Shah’s announce-
ment that the

Centre would fence the In-
dia-Myanmar border to fa-
cilitate better surveillance
and pave a patrol track has
evoked mixed reactions
from the leaders of �ve
northeastern States.

While the Chief Minis-
ters of Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, and Manipur have
welcomed the decision,
their Mizoram and Naga-
land counterparts are
against putting up a
barbed wire fence along
the 1,643-km border bet-
ween the two countries. Of
these States, only Assam
does not share its border
with Myanmar

Manipur Chief Minister
Nongthombam Biren
Singh was the �rst to de-
mand barbed wire fencing
along the border with
Myanmar, which he felt
would go a long way in pre-
venting Myanmar nation-
als from entering his State

illegally.
In September 2023, he

appealed to the Centre to
scrap the Free Movement
Regime (FMR) agreement
between the two countries
that allows border resi-
dents to travel up to 16 km
in each others’ territory
without any visa. 

He argued that extre-
mists had been exploiting
the FMR to stoke ethnic
violence in Manipur since
May 3, 2023.

Mr. Singh did not ex-
press his views on the fenc-
ing plan but reposted what

Mr. Shah had written on X
in support of the move. 

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma also
said fencing would reduce
incidents of cross-border
insurgency and in�ltra-
tion. 

Members of extremist
groups such as the United
Liberation Front of Asom
(Independent) have been
carrying out hit-and-run
operations in Assam from
Myanmar by travelling
through a mostly jungle
stretch of hilly land strad-
dling Arunachal Pradesh

and Nagaland.
Arunachal Pradesh

Chief Minister Pema Khan-
du also expressed con�-
dence that the fencing pro-
ject would “check the
movement of unscrupu-
lous elements” between
his State and Myanmar.

Based primarily in Mani-
pur and Nagaland, the
Isak-Muivah faction of the
NSCN has opposed the
fencing plan that it said
would cut o� Nagas living
on either side of the bor-
der. Similarly, the Myan-
mar-based Khaplang-Yung
Aung faction is against the
fencing.

‘Right to live together’
Mizoram Chief Minister
Lalduhoma and his Naga-
land counterpart Neiphiu
Rio are against erecting a
barbed wire fence along
the border. “The plan is
unacceptable,” Mr. Laldu-
homa said, adding that pe-
ople of the Zo community
inhabiting both Mizoram
and Myanmar have a right
to live without any barrier
between them. 

Mixed reactions in NE to
Centre’s move to fence
India-Myanmar border 

Border pillar no.79 on the Indo-Myanmar border in Moreh, a town in

Manipur bordering Myanmar’s Tamu town. FILE PHOTO

While the CMs of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, and Manipur have welcomed the decision, their

Mizoram and Nagaland counterparts are against putting up the fence between the two countries

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The BJP in Tamil Nadu on
Wednesday inducted into
the party 17 former MLAs
and a former MP, most of
whom belonged to its
former ally, the AIADMK.

Twelve out of the 18 per-
sons who crossed over to
the national party were
elected as legislators of the
AIADMK at di�erent points
in time. The lone former
parliamentarian was V. Ku-
landaivelu, who won from
the Chidambaram Lok Sab-
ha constituency (SC) in
1980 on a DMK ticket.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, senior AIADMK
leader C. Ponnaiyan de-
scribed his former col-
leagues as those who were
“rejected by the rank and
�le of the party years ago”.

AIADMK deputy general
secretary K.P. Munusamy
termed the development
“insigni�cant”. 

17 ex-MLAs,
including 12
from AIADMK,
join BJP in T.N.

The Hindu Bureau
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The Mumbai police arrest-
ed three �shermen on
Wednesday who had been
detained on Tuesday night
after reaching the city in a
Kuwaiti �shing vessel. The
trio said they had escaped
from their employer, who
had allegedly taken all
their identity proofs.

They were presented in
a court and a case was re-
gistered against them un-
der Section 3 (a) with penal
Section 6 (a) of the Pass-
port (Entry into India)
Rules for not following due

procedures required for
crossing international bor-
ders and entering India
without passports. 

The �shermen, identi-
�ed as Vijay Vinod Antho-
ny, 29; Nidiso Ditto, 31; and
Sahaya Anthony Anish, 29,
claimed that they hail from
Tamil Nadu. “Nothing sus-
picious was found in the
boat. The three said that
two years ago, an agent
had o�ered them jobs as
�shermen in Kuwait. On
reaching there, the em-
ployer seized all their doc-
uments. They were neither
given pay nor enough
food,” the police said.

Three men held after
reaching Mumbai
from Kuwait by boat 

Police personnel producing two of the three fishermen who were

arrested at the Killa court in Mumbai on Wednesday. PTI
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U
nion Finance Mi-
nister Nirmala Sith-
araman on Wed-

nesday sought to dismiss
allegations that the Centre
was not giving money to
the States and termed the
Karnataka government’s
charges about inadequate
tax devolutions and dis-
crimination in sharing
Central taxes “patently
wrong and mischievous”.

Speaking in response to
the discussion on the inte-
rim Budget in the Lok Sab-
ha, Ms. Sitharaman re-
ferred to the big debate
stirred by Karnataka go-
vernment representatives
in the capital, which is also
being supported by the
Kerala government. Noting
that even Tamil Nadu had
voiced concerns, the Mi-
nister assured the House
that the government had
followed the Fifteenth Fi-

nance Commission’s re-
commendations on tax
sharing with States to “the
last word”. 

The Centre has, in fact,
done more than what the
Finance Commission
asked it to do, including re-
leasing an amount of
₹81,470 crore to States that
had been lying unutilised
since 1996, she asserted.
Karnataka received ₹2,671
crore of that amount as

well as ₹6,280 crore as a
50-year interest-free loan
under the scheme to sup-
port capital expenditure
by States.

Brie�ng media on Kar-
nataka’s charges earlier in
Parliament, Ms. Sithara-
man had pointed out that
the State also received
₹6,196 crore of Central
funding towards disaster
relief so far during the
award period governed by

the 15th Finance Commis-
sion, which began in 2020-
21 and concludes in
2025-26.

‘Will be getting more’ 
“Despite the exceptional
circumstances arising from
the pandemic which de-
pressed Central revenues,
Karnataka will be getting
substantially more as devo-
lution during the �rst �ve
years of the 15th FC period
than in the 14th FC period,”
the Minister said. To “in-
�ate its false claim of loss-
es”, the State government
has “even included short-
falls for the next two �nan-
cial years”, Ms. Sitharaman
said.

“Even according to
these baseless �gures as-
serted by the Karnataka go-
vernment, the actual tax
devolution percentage has
increased since 2015-16,
contradicting the claim of
mistreatment by the
Centre,” she emphasised.

No discrimination in tax sharing
with States: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman terms Karnataka govt.’s charges about inadequate tax devolutions

mischievous; ‘Centre has followed 15th Finance Commission’s recommendations to the last word’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Dismissing allegations: Union Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman at a press conference in New Delhi on Wednesday. PTI

The Special Court for NIA
has found Riyas Abooback-
er, the alleged ISIS activist,
guilty of attempting to re-
cruit youth to the pro-
scribed organisation and
planning to carry out ex-
plosions in Kerala.

Special Judge Mini S.
Das found him guilty of the
o�ences charged against
him on Wednesday. 

The NIA had arrested
him on April 29, 2019. It
had alleged that Abooback-
er had organised meetings
in Kochi, where he had de-
cided to launch suicide at-
tacks for furthering the ac-
tivities of IS in the country. 

He had also motivated
and sought support from
others for carrying out ex-
tremist acts, the agency
had alleged. 

The court will decide on
the quantum of punish-
ment after hearing the in-
vestigation agency and the
counsel of the convict on
Thursday.

NIA court
�nds alleged
ISIS activist
Riyas guilty 

The Hindu Bureau
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Poopara town in Idukki
witnessed dramatic
scenes on Wednesday af-
ter Kerala Revenue De-
partment o�cials
reached there to evict 89
encroachments on the
banks of the Panniyar riv-
er. According to the o�-
cials, the Kerala HC on Ja-
nuary 17 ordered the
eviction within six weeks.

Based on the court or-
der, the revenue team led
by Idukki Subcollector
Arun S. Nair, Udumban-
chola tahsildar A.V. Jose,
and Udumbanchola Land
Records tahsildar Seema

Joseph completed the ev-
iction process on Wednes-
day. Idukki Collector
Sheeba George issued
prohibitory orders in
Wards 4, 11, and 13 in San-
thanpara grama pan-
chayat to complete the ev-
iction process.

The town witnessed
dramatic scenes after the
o�cials started the evic-
tion drive at 10 a.m. Trad-
ers demanded that the
process be postponed for
seven days. However, the
o�cials continued the
process. A group of trad-
ers tried to prevent the
drive and took out protest
marches. The police ar-
rested seven protesters.

Dramatic scenes in
Idukki during drive
to remove structures 

The Hindu Bureau
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Andhra Pradesh Finance
Minister Buggana Rajen-
dranath Reddy on Wednes-
day presented an interim
Budget of ₹2,86,389.27
crore for the �nancial year
2024-25.

Presenting the Budget in
the Legislative Assembly,
Mr. Rajendranath Reddy
said that the revenue ex-
penditure was estimated at
₹2,30,110.41 crore and cap-
ital expenditure at
₹30,530.18 crore.

Mr. Rajendranath Reddy
said the government har-
nessed several path-break-
ing initiatives. The initia-
tives through Navaratnalu,
manifesto schemes, and
strategic interventions
were in close alignment
with the intent of Sustaina-
ble Development Goals.

He said Andhra Pradesh
secured 4th position in
2022-23 with a GSDP
growth of 16.2%.

A.P. presents
₹2.86 lakh
crore interim
Budget for
2024-25 

G.V.R. Subba Rao
VIJAYAWADA

A newly-discovered 390-
year-old Deepastambham
(lamp post) on the edge of
River Krishna in Nalgonda
district of Telangana casts
a fresh light on trade ties
in the region in early me-
dieval times. Archaeolo-
gists working in the area
found the 20-foot tall pil-
lar with hollows for lamps
and a multi-lingual in-
scription in Mudimani-
kyam village of Nalgonda.

“The pillar and a small
�at roofed structure near
it was found by Ashok Ku-
mar of Public Research In-
stitute for History, Ar-
chaeology & Heritage. It is
on a slope from the village
leading to the river bank.
We have not found anyth-
ing like this in the Krishna
river valley. Nor are there
records of similar struc-
tures,” says Srinivasan
who found the pillar
along with Ashok Kumar.

While Dhwajastham-
bam (�ag pole) is part of
temple architecture, lamp
posts are rare in the Dec-
can while they are com-
mon in temples in the
west coast, including Goa.

“Based on the inscrip-
tion engraved on the lamp
post near the ruined Śiva
temple, the pillar can be

dated to June 1635 and it is
written in Telugu mixed
with Tamil language. It is
dedicated to Kasi Viswa-
natha and because of its
height, it would have
served as a lighthouse on
the riverine trade route,”
said M. Munirathnam
Reddy, Director (Epigra-
phy), Archaeological Sur-
vey of India who has stu-
died the inscription. 

The village is about 180
kilometres from Hydera-
bad which was ruled by
the Qutb Shahi rulers at
that time. European tra-
vellers, including the
French diamond trader
Tavernier who made �ve
trips to the Hyderabad
kingdom in the same pe-
riod, describe land trade
routes. But make refe-
rence to riverine trade. 

390-year-old lamp
post in Nalgonda
unravels trade links
of Telangana 

The 20-foot-tall lamp post on

the edge of river Krishna in

Nalgonda, Telangana.

Serish Nanisetti 
HYDERABAD

9ef7f1b7-76cf-49f0-901a-342f577a2c32

9ef7f1b7-76cf-49f0-901a-342f577a2c32



M ND-NDECM
YK

THE HINDU 

6 Thursday, February 8, 2024
DelhiEditorial

B
y nominating Champai Soren to the posi-
tion of Chief Minister and ensuring a con-
vincing win in the trust vote, the Jhark-

hand Mukti Morcha and its allies, the Congress
and the Rashtriya Janata Dal, did well to weather
the storm after the resignation of Hemant Soren
over corruption charges. The predominantly tri-
bal populated Jharkhand remains one of just a
few States that have not been wrested by the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party ever since the beginning of
what political scientists call the era of the BJP-
dominated party system in northern India. It is to
the JMM’s leadership’s credit that it sought to ele-
vate a leader who played a major role in the
State’s formation (after its bifurcation from Bihar)
rather than appointing another family member,
even if this was a decision taken under duress,
and avoiding the impression that it was the Shibu
and Hemant Soren-led family that would rule by
proxy. This, in a way, bucked the trend in most
regional parties, where power tends to concen-
trate in the families of its most popular leaders,
either due to the fact that this allows party �nanc-
es to be controlled by those closest to the leader-
ship or because such parties are unable to evolve
into cadre-based, ideology-driven units.

By catapulting Champai Soren to the helm of
governance, the JMM signalled a return to its past
when it was more a movement and less a typical
party. Yet, two issues should worry the party. His
appointment was also made possible because of
a family rift over the possible candidature of Kal-
pana Soren, Hemant Soren’s wife. And, second,
the unedifying sight of MLAs being transported
to Congress-ruled Telangana suggests that the
ruling alliance was not so sure of ideological lean-
ings acting as a glue to keep its �ock together — a
phenomenon that has become sadly true of ma-
ny politicians in India. Hemant Soren’s resigna-
tion would also have been welcomed in normal
circumstances where anyone in government
should give up power if they face serious corrup-
tion charges as he did in a purported land scam.
But the fact that the Union government has used
its law enforcement agencies such as the Enforce-
ment Directorate less as weapons against corrup-
tion and more as a tool to browbeat any opposi-
tion, gives cause for pause. Regardless of this, Mr.
Soren’s case must be thoroughly investigated and
should not be subject to the vagaries of political
outcomes such as the retention of power by the
JMM and its allies. In a way, the developments
should compel the JMM-led government to reo-
rient its focus on governance in one of India’s
most mineral-rich, but materially poor, States,
and that will be its best answer to the questions
raised about it following the arrest. 

Winning trust  
JMM and its allies found a viable way

out of the Hemant Soren arrest ordeal 

T
ime stood still twice at the 66th annual
Grammy Awards on Sunday when iconic
singer-songwriters Joni Mitchell and Tra-

cy Chapman took the stage to tell stories one
more time through music. While the 80-year-old
Mitchell, who had su�ered a life-threatening
aneurysm some years ago, performed her 1968
song, ‘Both Sides Now’, Tracy Chapman, 59, ac-
companied by her guitar and Luke Combs, belted
out her classic hit, ‘Fast Car’ — both numbers po-
werful markers of the human experience and still
speaking to the times. As if on cue, Annie Len-
nox, who paid tribute to Sinead O’Connor by re-
prising her haunting song, ‘Nothing Compares 2
U’, shouted at the end of her performance: ‘Ar-
tists for cease�re. Peace in the world’. After that,
two ongoing wars and other social crises ap-
peared forgotten for the most part of the show,
though the super indie group, boygenius, who
won for ‘best rock performance’, advocated for a
cease�re through red pins on their attire. After
years of being pulled up for not celebrating fe-
male, black, Hispanic artists enough, the Gram-
mys made amends this time by honouring a host
of young women musicians. ‘Swifties’ were duly
acknowledged by helping Taylor Swift make his-
tory with her record-setting fourth album of the
year award for ‘Midnights’, surpassing Frank Si-
natra, Stevie Wonder and Paul Simon, who won
the award three times.

Miley Cyrus (‘Flowers’), Billie Eilish (‘What
Was I Made For?’, a melancholic melody for Greta
Gerwig’s Barbie) and SZA all got their moment in
the spotlight. India made a mark too with a belat-
ed nod coming in for one of the country’s best-
known fusion bands, Shakti, which bagged the
Best Global Music Album for ‘This Moment’, a
studio album they released after four decades.
The band, formed in the 1970s to critical acclaim
and fame, later regrouped and brought out an al-
bum in 2023 with founding members, guitarist
John McLaughlin and tabla maestro Zakir Hus-
sain, joining vocalist Shankar Mahadevan, per-
cussionist V. Selvaganesh and violinist Ganesh
Rajagopalan. Zakir Hussain won two more Gram-
mys, one with �utist Rakesh Chaurasia, and two
other performers, for their song ‘Pashto’ which
won in the Best Global Music Performance cate-
gory. In the past, the Grammys have honoured
and celebrated the music of Pandit Ravi Shankar,
Pandit Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, A. R. Rahman and
others. But Indian artists of today, who play a
mind-boggling array of instruments, from the si-
tar, sarod and veena to the �ute, mridangam and
violin, can now aspire to claim their rightful place
on the global stage and be open to collaborations
which have brought musicians such as Zakir Hus-
sain accolades and recognition.

Music without borders 
The Grammys were a celebration of

women singers, past and present  

R
ecently, the Madras High Court, in S.
Harish vs Inspector of Police, quashed
the judicial proceedings and held that
downloading child pornography was

not an o�ence under Section 67B of the
Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000. The High
Court categorically said that watching child
pornography per se was not an o�ence as the
accused had merely downloaded it onto his
electronic gadget and had watched it in private. 

The High Court also referred to a case decided
by the Kerala High Court where it had been held
that watching pornography in private space was
not an o�ence under Section 292 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC). This case related to the
quashing a criminal case registered against a
youth in 2016 by the Aluva police as he had been
watching pornographic material on his mobile
phone on the roadside at night.

In this case, after investigation, the police had
�led the �nal report and cognisance had been
taken by the High Court under Section 14(1) of the
Protection of Children from Sexual O�ences
(POCSO) Act, 2012 and Section 67B of the IT Act.

Section 67B(b) of the IT Act says that ‘whoever,
- creates text or digital images, collects, seeks,
browses, downloads, advertises, promotes,
exchanges or distributes material in any
electronic form depicting children in obscene or
indecent or sexually explicit manner’ shall be
punished on �rst conviction with imprisonment
of either description for a term which may extend
to �ve years and with �ne which may extend to
ten lakh rupees....’

Reading into a sub-clause
It is undisputed that two �les pertaining to child
pornography were downloaded and available on
the mobile phone of the accused. The forensic
science report also corroborated the presence of
the two �les. These facts are su�cient to attract
the application of Section 67B(b) of the IT Act,
but the High Court held that in order to constitute
an o�ence, the accused must have published,
transmitted, created material depicting children
in sexually explicit act or conduct. 

The High Court did not reproduce Section 67B
in its judgment for justi�cation. Section 67B has
�ve sub-clauses, from (a) to (e). While sub-clause

(a) talks about publishing or transmitting material
depicting children engaged in sexually explicit act
or conduct, sub-clause (b) deals with acts
including downloading of child pornography
material. Sub-clause (c) talks about cultivating,
enticing or inducing children to [an] online
sexually explicit relationship. Sub-clause (d) talks
about facilitating abuse of children online and
sub-clause (e) talks about recording abuse/a
sexually explicit act with children. 

Thus, the High Court reached its judgment
without analysing all of Section 67B, and reading
into sub-clause (b), which clearly delineates the
act of the accused.

The �aw in citing a precedent
The High Court referred to a precedent, without
mentioning details, i.e., title or year, of that case,
where the High Court of Kerala dealt with the
scope of Section 292 of the IPC and held that
watching an obscene photograph or obscene
videos by a person by itself was not an o�ence.
The ratio of this case does not apply to the cases
of child pornography, particularly the one under
consideration.

A case decided by the High Court of Kerala in
September 2023 (Aneesh vs State of Kerala) did
not pertain to child pornography. While watching
adult pornography in privacy has been held as
not to be an o�ence under Section 292 of the IPC
(both by the High Court of Kerala and the
Supreme Court of India), downloading sexually
explicit material pertaining to children is clearly
an o�ence under the IT Act. In none of the cases
so far has the constitutionality of Section 67B(b)
been challenged and its vires held
unconstitutional.

The Madras High Court used its inherent
powers under Section 482 of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC) to prevent misuse of the
process of court and quashed the judicial
proceedings. The Supreme Court has laid down
certain guidelines in State of Haryana vs Bhajan
Lal (1992) to exercise powers under Section 482 of
the CrPC (or extraordinary powers under Article
226) including that such powers could be used
where the allegations made in the �rst
information report or the complaint, even if
taken at face value and accepted in their entirety

do not, prima facie, constitute an o�ence or make
out a case against the accused. Therefore, under
the given facts and circumstances of the case, the
Madras High Court could not in its wisdom quash
the judicial proceeding when an o�ence was
clearly made out under Section 67B(b) of the IT
Act. However, it is agreed that the police had
wrongly applied Section 14 of the POCSO Act as
there was no evidence pertaining to the use of
any child or children for pornographic purposes
by the accused himself. Also, Section 15 of the
POCSO Act punishes storage or the possession of
child pornographic material only if it is done with
an intent to share or transmit, or display or
distribute, or for commercial purpose.

Remove the inconsistency
It is important to mention here that Section 67
read with Sections 67A and 67B of the IT Act are a
complete code and the given acts are exclusively
punishable under this code. This section was
amended in October 2009 and, inter alia, even
seeking or downloading child pornography made
a speci�c o�ence. The purpose of enacting
special Acts such as the POCSO Act and making
special provisions in the IT Act is to protect
children from sexual exploitation and punish
people involved in di�erent forms of exploitation. 

The National Crime Records Bureau, Ministry
of Home A�airs, under an agreement with the
American National Center for Missing & Exploited
Children, regularly gets geo-tagged CyberTipline
reports to prosecute those who upload the child
sexual abuse materials (CSAM) from anywhere in
India. The use of the term CSAM is preferred
because the term pornography implies consent
which a child is not capable of giving. Therefore,
it will be better if the term ‘child pornography’ is
replaced with the term ‘CSAM’ in Indian laws.
Similarly, the POCSO Act may also be amended
and mere possession of CSAM be made a separate
o�ence to remove inconsistency between the
provisions of the POCSO Act and the IT Act.
Finally, the State government must appeal against
this judgment of the Madras High Court.
Otherwise, it will set a bad precedent for the
State.

The views expressed are personal

Downloading child pornography is an o�ence 

R.K. Vij 

is a former Indian
Police Service o�icer

There must be
an appeal
against a recent
judgment of the
Madras High
Court in a case
of the
downloading of
child
pornography
material

T
he inadequate response from
governments and corporations in dealing
with the issue of climate change is leading

to not only a dramatic rise in climate change
litigation in many parts of the world but is also
resulting in growing momentum that is in favour
of phasing out of fossil fuel subsidies and the
banning of the extraction of fossil fuel itself.
Momentum is also growing in favour of a Fossil
Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty. There is a proposal
in academic literature which sets out the case for
a coal elimination treaty by 2030 with the aim of
phasing out the mining and the burning of coal.
The rationale behind this is linked to the
Production Gap (Production Gap Report, or PGR
2023) that exists between the plans by fossil fuel
producing countries to produce 110% more fossil
fuels by 2030 and their incompatibility with the
goal of the Paris Agreement 2015 to keep
warming below 1.5° Celsius as compared to
pre-industrial levels.

The element of phasing out fossil fuel emerged
for the �rst time in the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) at COP26 in Glasgow, in 2021, which
made a reference to phasing down unabated coal
power and phasing out ine�cient fossil fuel
subsidies. In fact, there was a call by many to
phase out coal and fossil fuel subsidies. COP28 in
Dubai in 2023, in Dubai, also adopted a decision
relating to the transitioning away from fossil fuels
in energy systems, so as to achieve net zero
emissions by 2050 in keeping with the science. It
appears logical that to achieve the long-term
temperature goal set at Paris and avert climate
disruption, fossil fuel production cannot continue
unabated. The question that remains to be
answered is how to align these proposals with the
anchor sheet principles of the climate change
regime — the Common but Di�erentiated
Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities
(CBDR-RC) and Nationally determined
contributions (NDC).

Equitable phasing out of fossil fuels
The UNFCCC, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris
Agreement are aimed at the reduction of
greenhouse gases and removal by sinks in

conformity with the CBDR-RC. The latter,
governed by the criteria of per capita emissions,
historic emissions made by a developed country
party and the �nancial and technological
resources (which a developed country commands
as compared to a developing country), faces
serious challenges when applied in the context of
fossil fuel extraction.

Those countries that are heavily dependent on
revenues and employment in the fossil fuel sector
are likely to experience serious di�culties in
transitioning away from fossil fuel.

For instance, there are countries such as
Canada, the United States and the United
Kingdom which are less dependent on revenues
from fossil fuel, as they have a more diversi�ed
economy (non-fossil fuel income to cope with
transitional costs) together with higher per capita
income, and thereby greater capacity to
transition away from fossil fuels. In contrast,
there are countries such as Azerbaijan, Congo,
Iraq, Nigeria, Oman, and Timor Leste that are
heavily dependent on fossil fuels for government
revenue and with economies that are relatively
less diversi�ed, thereby giving them limited
capacity to transit. These countries cannot be
expected to take the lead in phasing out fossil
fuel.

International law and fossil fuel
In the international legal system, a state is within
its rights to use natural resources lying within its
territory for its economic development. But this
is accompanied by a caveat not to cause
signi�cant harm to another state when a natural
resource is trans-boundary in nature. The
prevention of harm to another is a due diligence
obligation, and a state has to undertake all
appropriate measures in light of the magnitude of
the proposed project having trans-boundary
consequences.

The obligation has been largely tested in
international water course situations and the
International Court of Justice (ICJ, 2010) in the
Pulp Mills Case described conducting
trans-boundary environmental impact
assessment (EIA) as part of customary
international law. This duty is linked to a bilateral

situation and its application in the context of a
global commons is so far unclear, which amounts
to saying that a state cannot be expected to
undertake EIA for extraction of fossil fuel for its
e�ects on the global environment other than
local. Scholars from the West are taking a legally
ill-founded plea that states are required to
conduct an EIA for their fossil fuel extraction to
prevent global warming. They are also
propagating the human rights consequences of
fossil fuel extraction on the local population and
indigenous people in the tribal areas of
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Odisha in violation
of the UN Declaration envisaging free prior
informed consent of the tribal people. The basis
of the Paris Agreement is NDCs, which does not
bind a state to prohibit fossil fuel extraction.

India’s situation
Despite India’s notable progress in renewable
energy systems, fossil fuel continues to dominate
India’s power sector. Nearly 3.6 million people in
159 districts are rooted in the fossil fuel economy
through direct or indirect jobs related to the coal
mining and power sector. A country such as
India, which is facing serious unemployment
concerns, cannot a�ord to transit towards
cleaner fuel without adequate transition support
and creation of suitable economic opportunities
and livelihoods for those a�ected. India’s
subsidies on kerosene oil have come under
scrutiny in the West as it is found to be
inconsistent with Article 2(1)(c) of the Paris
Agreement and is also considered as ine�cient
subsidies.

In line with the CBDR-RC, India has given a
clear hint of a di�erential time-frame at COP26
when it intervened and succeeded in toning
down the language from “phasing out” to
“phasing down” unabated coal. India must lean
on its coalition building strategy with like-minded
developing country parties in opposing the
hypocrisy of developed country parties since
most major fossil fuel producers plan to increase
production (this includes Australia, Canada, and
the U.S. (as per the PGR) while expecting
developing countries to radically shift their
economies, with limited support.

Equity concerns in banning fossil fuel extraction 

Anwar Sadat

is a Senior Assistant
Professor in
International Law at
the Indian Society of
International Law,
New Delhi

India and other
like-minded
developing
countries need
to call out the
hypocrisy of
some of the
developed
countries

Uttarakhand takes the lead

The tabling of a Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) Bill in the
Uttarakhand Assembly is a
clear sign of what the
Bharatiya Janata Party
plans to do after the
dilution of Article 370 and
the consecration of the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya. These
three issues are what define
the BJP from the other
mainstream political
parties. Though
contentious, the Bill is sure
to be implemented in the
hill State, providing an
impetus to the BJP’s
prospects in terms of
election results.
But, opposition to the UCC

colleagues in the 1970s. The
cafe had its army of fans
who made it a point to visit
it at least once a week. The
wonderful taste of eatables
in this humble and simple
eatery was attributed to the
wood fire they were cooked
on. 
M.R. Anand,
Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh

designed to disgrace and
harass the accused and
break his/her spirit by
leveraging legal processes
as weapons.
Bureaucrats and law o�icers
too must introspect on the
implications for our
democracy when there are
clear political motives.
G.G. Menon,

Tripunithura, Kerala

Iconic eatery

The news report, on the
Spirit of Mylapore Award
being conferred on Rayar’s
Mess in Chennai (Chennai,
February 7), made me
nostalgic as this was a place
I used to frequent with my

India began from 2014. The
leader has to acknowledge
the e�orts of his
predecessors who have
made India a great nation.
One believes respect too to
be a ‘Hindutva value’.
S. Kamat,

Mysuru

Arrests and politics

Several non-BJP leaders
have faced arrest under
various laws and by
agencies. The haste behind
some arrests, amid a media
spectacle, raises questions
about the motive. Courts
need to scrutinise such
cases more closely, as many
appear to be primarily

Respect past contributions

We seem to be getting back
to ‘silly season’ again with
the Lok Sabha election
approaching and the top
leader of the land in ‘attack
mode’ by misinterpreting
and misquoting his
favourite target — the
Nehru-Gandhi family. Being
the top leader, people are
forced to listen to him and
take note of it. If the
speeches of Jawaharlal
Nehru and Indira Gandhi
did not instil confidence in
the people, India would not
have got to the position it
was in 2014, when the
leader came to power. It is
not that all development in

is bound to decrease the
number of votes from the
general public even if the
Muslim vote share fades for
the BJP.
Jai Prakash Gupta,
Ambala Cantonment, Haryana

It will be an uphill task to
ensure the implementation
of a uniform civil code in
India. Though there seems
to be political support for it,
there will be hurdles. The
minorities are being
oppressed even as we come
across narrow-minded
political statements every
single day.
Manas Agarwal,
New Delhi
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Madras, Feb. 7: Two Ex-Servicemen — one from
Kerala and the other from Tamil Nadu — are
eagerly looking forward to their new homes in
the Nicobar Islands. They form part of a group
of 50 former army personnel who are due to sail
from Madras for the Nicobar Islands on
February 9, as part of a scheme to resettle 300
former Jawans there this year. The second batch
of 50 are leaving on February 23 and the
remaining 200 by March this year.

According to present planning, about 1,500
families would be resettled on the islands during
the �fth plan period.

Col. O.P. Kapur, Director of Self Employment,
Union Ministry of Defence, told this reporter
that 500 acres of land had already been
reclaimed and the Administrator of the islands
had constructed roads and provided basic
amenities like water supply, medical and
educational facilities. Col. Kapur said each
family would be given 11 acres of land — �ve
acres of �at land for paddy, �ve acres of hilly
land for plantation and one acre for homestead.
Each family would also be given a resettlement
assistance in cash of Rs. 18,000 to cover
transport charges, free rations for the �rst year,
75 per cent in the second year and 50 per cent
in the third year. Other help provided included
grant in cash and kind for household
equipment, agricultural implements, livestock
and the cost of construction of a one room
tenement. The scheme was established in 1969
and 31 families had already been resettled in the
islands.

FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 8, 1974

New island homes for
ex-servicemen

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Calcutta, Feb.6: In opening the Lascar memorial
this evening Lord Lytton paid a high tribute to
the loyal and devoted service of lascars during
the war. Bengal supplied complete crews for
over 300 ships which sailed from those three
ports during the war in addition to those which
sailed from Calcutta and Chittagong. Not a single
lascar refused to serve for fear of enemy action.
The movement perpetuated the memory of 832
lascars for Bengal and Sylhet who laid their lives
in the service of the empire. Of these 33 died
while on a voyage to Archangel, the most
northern part of Russia.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 8, 1924

Lascar memorial

T
he interim Budget or
‘vote on account’ for
2024-25 was presented
on February 1, 2024. In

keeping with the best traditions,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced that she
was not proposing to make any
changes in the tax rates either for
direct taxes or indirect taxes.
Nevertheless, a few things stand
out in the Budget. First, there is a
continued emphasis on increasing
capital expenditures of the Union
government and second, there is a
continued emphasis on �scal
correction and consolidation.

Not overstretched
In some sense, the Budget is not
overstretched. The buoyancy of
tax revenue comes to 1.33, if the
base is taken as Budget Estimates
of the present year and using
nominal GDP growth for 2023-24
as per the National Statistics
Organisation’s (NSO) �rst advance
estimates. The buoyancy comes
down to 1.09 if the base is taken as
Revised Estimates. The nominal
GDP growth for 2024-25 is
conservatively estimated at 10.5%.
This means an implicit price
de�ator-based in�ation of 3.3% if
we assume a 7% real growth.
Thus, the revenue projections
provide a bu�er that can be used
to increase expenditures or reduce
de�cit later. That will be known
only when the regular Budget is
presented later.

One important feature of the
Budgets presented in recent years
is an increase in capital
expenditures of the Central
government. In the context of
COVID-19 and other global
developments, perhaps it was felt
that the investment climate could
be improved only by the
government raising its own
investment. It could act as a
catalyst for private investment.
The interim Budget has
maintained this trend and has
provided for an increase of 11.1% in
capital expenditures when a
comparison is made with the
2023-24 Budget Estimates. 

The growth rate of capital
expenditure is higher at 16.9%

when compared with the Revised
Estimates of 2023-24. It is implied
that capital expenditure growth is
lower than what was budgeted in
2023-24. 

In fact, as per the Revised
Estimates, the growth in capital
expenditure is 28.4% instead of
the budgeted growth of 37.4%.
This lower capital expenditure
growth is associated with a real
GDP growth of 7.3% in 2023-24.
Thus, it may be possible for a 17%
capital expenditure growth in
2024-25 to enable a real GDP
growth of 7% provided private
sector investment picks up and
the momentum of capital
expenditure growth of State
governments is maintained as in
the current year. This would be
feasible as the government has
extended the interest-free loan
facility for the State governments.
The lower �scal de�cit might also
facilitate a lowering of interest
rates later during the year. It is
important to remember that the
capital expenditures of the
government are not identical with
gross �xed capital formation.
However, it contributes to
increasing capital formation. It is
worth noting that the capital
expenditures of the Central
government in 2024-25 as a
proportion of GDP are budgeted to
increase marginally from 3.2% in
2023-24 to 3.4% in 2024-25. In
developing economies, growth is
driven by investment. For the
continued growth of the economy
at 7%, we need an investment rate
of 35%. This is on the assumption
of an Increment Capital Output
Ratio (ICOR) of 5. 

As per NSO’s �rst advance
estimates for 2023-24, the gross
�xed capital formation to GDP
ratio at constant prices is 34.9%. If
in 2024-25, government capital
formation falls, correspondingly
private sector investment may
have to increase.

Fiscal de�cit target
The �scal de�cit for 2024-25 is
expected to go down to 5.1%, a
decline of 0.7 percentage points
from the previous year. This is in
accord with what the Finance

Minister had earlier stated. While
this bold step in a Budget before
the election is welcome, we need
to have a good road map to
achieve what our target is. 

This has to be 3% of GDP for the
Central government and not 4.5%
of GDP. Together with State
governments, the target �scal
de�cit can be 6% of GDP. We need
to understand the logic behind
this number. It is linked to
household savings in �nancial
assets and a net in�ow of
resources from abroad. The
household sector is the only
surplus sector in the economy.
The surplus of this sector needs to
feed the public sector as well as
the private corporate sector. If the
household savings in �nancial
assets were increasing, it may be
possible to make some
adjustments to the desired level of
�scal de�cit. 

However, recent numbers show
household savings in �nancial
assets going down. The committee
that was appointed to look at the
Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
Management (FRBM) Act, 2003
wanted that the debt-GDP ratio of
the Centre and States taken
together should not exceed 60%.
For the Centre, the target level was
indicated at 40%. There is no clear
logic for this number if the
Centre’s target �scal de�cit is kept
at 3% of GDP. 

The corresponding level of
Centre’s debt would be 30% of
GDP with an underlying nominal
growth of 11.1%. Simulations
indicate that given the current
consolidation path, if a 3% �scal
de�cit is reached by 2028-29 and
maintained at this level thereafter
while sustaining a nominal GDP
growth of 11.1%, a 40% debt-GDP
ratio for the Centre would be
reached by 2034-35. Any �scal
de�cit of the Centre and States
taken together substantially above
6% of GDP can only lead to
in�ation. We need to set a target
�scal de�cit relative to GDP and
the time horizon over which this
target is achieved. The goal must
be to get to a �scal de�cit of 3% of
GDP each for the Centre and the
States.

Road map for �scal consolidation

C. Rangarajan
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We need to set
a target �scal
de�cit relative
to GDP and the
time horizon
over which this
target is
achieved. The
goal must be to
get to a �scal
de�cit of 3% of
GDP

STATE OF PLAY

V
iduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi (VCK), a politi-
cal party born out of

the Dalit Panthers Movement
in Tamil Nadu, which forceful-
ly articulated the rights of Da-
lits, is currently in its 25th year
in electoral politics and is pre-
paring to contest the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections in a few weeks
as a part of Indian National De-
velopmental, Inclusive Al-
liance (INDIA) bloc. 

The party recently organ-
ised a public rally, which hap-
pened to be INDIA bloc’s �rst
major event in Tamil Nadu. It
witnessed the participation of
DMK president and Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin, CPI (M)
General Secretary Sitaram Ye-
chury, CPI General Secretary
D. Raja and other leaders of
the alliance in the State along
with an unprecedented
crowd. The VCK has posi-
tioned itself as a party that
consistently punches above its
weight. For a party that reject-
ed electoral politics for a de-
cade until contesting Lok Sab-
ha elections in 1999, the VCK
has come a long way: it has
two Members of Parliament
and four Members of the Le-
gislative Assembly. 

The VCK has managed to
become an ideological bul-
wark of secularism and social
justice in Tamil Nadu against
Hindutva political forces and
has played a key role in shap-
ing the political stance of the
Opposition alliance despite
being a smaller player in the
alliance in recent times.
Helped majorly by the charis-
ma of Mr. Thirumavalavan,
and the Scheduled Caste com-
munity’s need for a party to
�ght for their rights, the party
has weathered many electoral
and political setbacks. Its se-

cond rung leaders contend
that the VCK is the only Dalit
party in the country to not
compromise with the BJP des-
pite, according to them, being
o�ered an olive branch to join
the Central government in
their attempt to reach out. 

The Dalit Panthers Move-
ment in Tamil Nadu and its
subsequent institutionalisa-
tion into a mainstream politi-
cal party has not just helped
raise awareness and instil con-
�dence among Scheduled
Castes, but it has also meant
that the party has now access
to relatively better resources
and access to state machinery
via its senior alliance partner. 

However, the VCK has nev-
er contested alone and has not
improved its vote share, which
is a necessity in electoral polit-
ics today to command an edge
during bargaining for more
seat representation with big-
ger parties. Leaders in the par-
ty mention several reasons for
the failure to mobilise its vo-
ters as a vote bank: lack of re-
sources and inherent paradox-
ical political dilemma of
whether the party should pri-
marily be a representative of
the Dalit community and risk
being inscribed within the Da-
lit identity or function as a
mainstream political party
which considers Dalit issues as
one of the main issues in so-
ciety. The result of this politi-
cal dilemma is that the party
has neither gained signi�cant
support from non-Dalit com-
munities nor has it created a

solid vote bank by mobilising
Dalit communities. 

The �ip side of this growth
in stature in electoral politics
has meant the party has had
to sometimes tone down its
criticism of how inadequate
the response of mainstream
political parties and State go-
vernment have been, to issues
of discrimination and violence
faced by Dalits. Since 2021,
when DMK came to power in
the State whose alliance the
party is a part of, the VCK has
not, according to many Dalit
activists, satisfactorily raised
the issues of violence against
Dalits with the State govern-
ment. 

In December 2022, human
faeces were found in the
drinking water overhead tank
used by the Dalits in Vengai-
vayal in Pudukottai district.
The VCK had organised sever-
al protests, but still, the State
government has been unable
to nab the culprits in Vengai-
vayal issue after more than a
year. Mr. Thirumavalavan has
criticised the police depart-
ment for the delay. Sympathis-
ers have often said the party
ought to carve out an indepen-
dent space and voice without
worrying about whether it
would a�ect their alliance
prospects in the upcoming
elections. 

The criticism against the
party is that they are unable to
articulate the perspective of
Dalits on various political is-
sues and when they face in-
stances of violence and dis-
crimination due to the fear of
being edged out of the al-
liance. This, in turn, has re-
sulted in the loss of con�-
dence among its own
supporters. 

If the party wants to move
on to the next stage of its evo-
lution, it should do well to re-
solve this political dilemma it
�nds itself in, which will ena-
ble it to play a much bigger
role in Tamil Nadu politics.

VCK: the uncompromising Dalit party 
Despite its growth in stature, the party has to settle for a minor role in the alliance

Udhav Naig
udhav.naig@thehindu.co.in

L
ast week, the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI)
registered a case of alleged

Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Act (FCRA) violation against hu-
man rights activist Harsh Mander
and his NGO Centre for Equity Stu-
dies (CES). FIRs were registered
based on a complaint from the Un-
ion Home Ministry. The agency al-
legedly found that the NGO trans-
ferred some amount to certain
individuals from the FCRA ac-
count, apart from salary/wages/re-
muneration, which is a violation of
the Act. 

The action against CES is the lat-
est incident in a series of measures
against civil society and NGOs.
Last month, FCRA registrations of
Delhi-based Centre for Policy Re-
search (CPR) and World Vision In-
dia were cancelled. In 2023, the
Home Ministry had recommended
a CBI investigation into Oxfam In-
dia for allegedly violating FCRA
provisions. CBI also conducted
searches and registered a case
against news portal NewsClick for
violating FCRA in December 2023. 

The government uses FCRA to
regulate the foreign funds received
by NGOs “to prevent any possible
diversion for activities detrimental
to national interest.” Organisations
have to compulsorily register un-
der the Act if they wish to receive
foreign funding. Over 20,000
FCRA licences have been can-
celled till February 4. 

Chart 1 shows the year-wise
break-up of cancellations. It shows
that cancellations have spiked in
certain years — 2012, 2015, 2017,
2019. Especially in 2015, over
10,000 cancellations were record-
ed. In other years, cancellations
rarely crossed into the double di-
gits. It is important to note that not
all cancellations were due to viola-
tions, as many were also done to

remove multiple registrations for
the same organisation.

Cancellation of licences is not
the only way in which organisa-
tions are denied foreign money.
Changes in the law meant that
FCRA registration is not perma-
nent and needs renewal once in
�ve years. Data from Lok Sabha
show that 783 renewal applica-
tions were denied between 2019
and 2021.

Chart 2 shows the State-wise
number of active, expired and can-
celled FCRA licences. Tamil Nadu
leads the list with 2,580 FCRA li-
cences of organisations registered
in the State getting cancelled to
date. Close to 1,576 licences ex-
pired in the State, also the highest
among States. Notably, the State
still has over 2,500 FCRA licences
active, again the highest among
States. Maharashtra, Andhra Pra-
desh, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal
and Karnataka are other States
with a high number of cancella-
tions. If cancellations are ex-
pressed as a share of all FCRA li-
cences given, then Uttar Pradesh
tops the list, with over 50% cancel-
lations followed by Bihar, Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, Telangana and
West Bengal with over 40% cancel-
lations. A break-up of organisa-
tions with an active FCRA licence
shows that most of them are en-
gaged in educational and social
service, while religious NGOs —
most dominated by those regis-
tered as Christian organisations —
also form a signi�cant share, as
shown in table 3. 

While Tamil Nadu has the lar-
gest number of organisations with
an active FCRA licence, they re-
ceived the third highest amount
(2,507 crore) of foreign contribu-
tion in this route in FY22 (Chart
4). Organisations registered in Del-
hi received ₹5,809 crore in the pe-
riod, the highest among all States/
UTs, followed by Karnataka (3,140
crore). Organisations in Gujarat
and Telangana have received over
₹1,000 crore. 
Neetika Jha is a student at Asian Col-
lege of Journalism

Over 20,000 FCRA licences cancelled, most from T.N.
If cancellations are expressed as a share of FCRA licences given, then Uttar Pradesh tops the list 

Jasmin Nihalani
Neetika Jha
Vignesh Radhakrishnan
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The number of Vande
Bharat trains
operational at present

82
Railway Minister Ashwini

Vaishnaw informed Parliament

that work is underway to

increase the speed of Vande Bharat trains

to 160 kilometres per hour on the New

Delhi-Mumbai and New Delhi-Howrah

routes. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

India’s coal export to
neighbouring nations
from April-November

0.78
in million tonnes. Coal

Minister Pralhad Joshi

informed Parliament

that India exported 2.945 million tonnes

(MT) in 2020-21, 1.316 MT in 2021-22 and

1.166 MT in 2022-23. India exports coal to

Nepal, Bangladesh, and Bhutan. PTI

Amount developing
nations need by 2030
in climate �nance

6
in $ trillion. COP-29 will prioritise

climate finance, aiming to establish

new post-2025 funding targets to

assist developing nations in climate

adaptation. Last year, the G-20 highlighted

the need for $5.9 trillion before 2030 to

implement national climate plans. PTI

Funds earmarked to
boost India’s defence
space capabilities

25,000
in ₹

crore.

Indian

armed forces have kept aside funds for its

defence space requirements, such as

building a constellation of surveillance

satellites, Chief of Defence Staff said. PTI

The UN seeks funds to
help civilians and
refugees from Sudan

4.1
in $ billion. The UN appealed

for funds for embattled

civilians in Sudan amid signs

that some may be dying of starvation after

nearly a year of war. About half of Sudan’s

people require support and protection. AP

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

O
n February 3, pro-Irish unity
politician Michelle O’Neill
from the Sinn Fein party made
history by becoming the �rst

Nationalist First Minister of Northern
Ireland, after the opposition Democratic
Union Party (DUP), the largest pro-U.K.
party, returned to government ending a
two-year long political deadlock in
Northern Ireland. 

What led to the political deadlock?
Northern Ireland is governed by a
power-sharing agreement known as
consociationalism as laid down in the
Good Friday Agreement of 1998. This
system believes that power should be
shared equally between the various
sectarian groups in a state, in this case,
between the pro-Irish unity faction, called
the Nationalists or Republicans, and the
pro-U.K. faction, which are the Loyalists
or the Unionists. Sinn Fein is the largest
Nationalist political party (also left-wing),
while the DUP is of the latter. The party
that wins the largest vote-share will hold
the First Minister position while the party
with the second largest vote share will
keep the post of Deputy First Minister. Of
these two posts, one must be a Unionist
and the other a Nationalist. Both positions
hold equal weight and one cannot exist
without the other.

In the 2022 elections, Sinn Fein
�nished �rst with a 29% vote share, while
the DUP secured the second position with
a 21.3% vote share. However, a
government was not formed as the DUP
exited Stormont (Northern Ireland’s
Parliament) because it objected to the
new border controls between Britain and
the Island of Ireland, which came in the
aftermath of Brexit. When the U.K. exited
the EU, Northern Ireland became the only
province to share a land border with an
EU country (Republic of Ireland). The
U.K. and the EU then came up with the
Northern Ireland Protocol, which
stipulated that the trade border, where
goods are checked for compliance, would
be shifted to the Irish ports, essentially
making it a sea border. However, this was
rejected by the DUP, which held that this
was against the Good Friday agreement
which sanctioned free movement of
goods and people across borders. In
protest, they exited the government and
the political deadlock set in.

The U.K. and the EU then drew up
fresh rules, called the Windsor
Framework, which stated that on arrival
at the border of Northern Ireland, goods
will be demarcated into two. The ones
which were entering the region would go
into the ‘green lane’ with no inspections
while those entering the Republic of
Ireland (EU territory) would go to the ‘red
lane’ for compliance checks. After
assurance from the U.K. of Northern
Ireland’s place in its internal market, the
DUP has agreed to return to government.

How did Northern Ireland come into
being? 
Northern Ireland was the site of a 30-year
civil war (1968-1998) known as ‘The
Troubles’ between the Republicans and
the Unionists, which killed over 3,500
people. It also had a religious aspect to it
with the Republicans being mostly
Catholic and the Unionists being largely
Protestants. 

Northern Ireland was formerly part of
the Ulster province, which lies to the
north of modern-day Ireland. Con�ict

between the Protestants and the Irish
Catholics goes all the way back to 1609,
when King James I started an o�cial
policy of migration wherein people from
England and Scotland were encouraged to
move to Ulster to work in his various
plantations there. The religious war that
was being waged in much of Europe at
the time, between the Protestants and the
Catholics, made its presence felt in Ulster
as well. However, a much stronger
resistance was brewing. Ireland at the
time was under the rule of England. The
growing resistance against the colonial
English rule, especially after the Potato
Famine of 1845 where over 1 million Irish
people died due to disease and starvation,
cemented these sectarian and religious
di�erences. Finally, in 1916, in the middle
of the First World War, during Easter
week, Ireland rose up in arms against
colonial rule under the leadership of the
Irish Republican Army (IRA). After a
bloody war, it was able to gain
independence from England with the
Anglo-Irish treaty of 1921.

However, Ireland was split into two
territories. As there was a protestant
majority in Ulster, out of the 32 counties
in Ireland, six remained with the U.K,
forming the region of Northern Ireland. 

What led to the Good Friday
agreement?
Peace did not come easy in Northern
Ireland. The years that followed were rife
with discrimination and instances of
sectarian violence. The Irish Republicans
being the minority were often victims of
discrimination when it came to housing
and public service jobs. Moreover, there
have also been claims that elections were
heavily skewed towards the Unionists due
to gerrymandering practices. In the late
1960s, various protests against the
Northern Ireland government descended
into violence with the IRA and the

Unionist paramilitary forces taking up
arms. 

The Troubles had o�cially started and
the British Army was deployed to
maintain peace. The Army was often
accused of colluding with the Unionists
against the Republicans. Walls were built
between communities to segregate them,
curfews were implemented and dissidents
were being arrested without trial.
However, violence continued and in 1972,
in an incident known as Bloody Sunday,
the British Army shot and killed at least 13
unarmed civilians during a protest march
in the Bogside area of Derry. In its
aftermath, the war spread to the
mainland of the U.K. and Ireland, with
attacks and bombings orchestrated in
London and Dublin.

In the backdrop of the ever-increasing
tit-for-tat violence between the IRA and
the Unionists, in the 1980s, IRA’s political
wing Sinn Fein started taking a more
active role in the political landscape of
Northern Ireland. It contested elections
and played a part in governance. At the
same time, peace talks were also being
negotiated with the U.S. acting as a
mediator. The 1990s brought about a
signi�cant shift in the war. The public was
weary of violence and wanted peace.
Both parties agreed to a cease�re and
peace talks were in full swing. While the
decommissioning of arms was heavily
pushed by the U.K., both the IRA and the
Unionists at the time refused to give up
their arms entirely. Therefore, talks took
the ‘twin approach’ wherein peace and
decommissioning was to happen in
parallel as a treaty was being reached.

Finally, on April 10, 1998, the Good
Friday Agreement was signed in Belfast
bringing to an end the 30-year-old civil
war in Northern Ireland.

What is the Good Friday Agreement?
The Good Friday Agreement is a unique

peace treaty in that it conceded to most of
the demands from both sides of the
con�ict. The treaty had three main
aspects — that the Northern Ireland
government would be formed on the
sovereign wishes of both Republicans and
the Unionists and that they would share
governance equally; that the people of
Northern Ireland could seek reuni�cation
with Ireland any time subject to a
referendum; and that the citizens of
Northern Ireland can seek Irish or British
nationality or both. It also abolished
border checks and encouraged the
freedom of movement of people across
the U.K. and Ireland.

However, tensions of the con�ict still
linger in the region. The power sharing
system has not been smooth. Stormont
has fallen multiple times before the
completion of a term. 

The Assembly was suspended in 2000,
in 2001, from 2002-2007 when Unionists
withdrew from the executive and from
2017-2020. 

In February 2022, the government
again collapsed as Unionists withdrew
over border controls between the U.K.
and Northern Ireland.

What next?
The signi�cance of a Nationalist First
Minister cannot be understated. Ms.
O’Neill said as much when she remarked
that “we are in a decade of opportunity”
indicating the possibility of a referendum
on the reuni�cation of the region with
Ireland in the next 10 years. 

However, in a paper released by the
U.K. government, it said that it “sees no
realistic prospect of a border poll leading
to a united Ireland,” citing recent polling.
In a similar vein, Irish premier Leo
Varadkar, whose government in principle
supports a united Ireland, also said the
question of reuni�cation was “not for
today.”

A history of the Northern Ireland con�ict
What is the signi�cance of the First Minister of Ireland being from the Sinn Fein? How did the two-year long political deadlock come to an end? What were ‘The

Troubles’? What were the main provisions of the Good Friday Agreement? 

Another term: First Minister of Northern Ireland, Michelle O’Neill, and Deputy First Minister of Northern Ireland, Emma Little-Pengelly, greet U.K. Prime

Minister Rishi Sunak as he arrives at Stormont Castle on February 5, in Belfast, Northern Ireland. GETTY IMAGES

Joan Sony Cherian

EXPLAINER THE GIST

�

Northern Ireland is governed
by a power-sharing agreement
which believes that power
should be shared equally
between the various sectarian
groups in a state — in this case,
between the pro-Irish unity
faction, called the Nationalists
or Republicans, and the
pro-U.K. faction, which are the
Loyalists or the Unionists.

�

Northern Ireland was the site of
a 30-year civil war (1968-1998)
known as ‘The Troubles’
between the Republicans and
the Unionists, which killed over
3,500 people. The war finally
ended in 1998 with signing of
the Good Friday Agreement in
Belfast. 

�

The Good Friday Agreement is
a unique peace treaty in that it
conceded to most of the
demands from both sides of
the conflict. One of the main
provisions of the treaty was
that the people of Northern
Ireland could seek
reunification with Ireland any
time subject to a referendum.
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On February 7, Uttarakhand passed the
Uniform Civil Code. In this article, dated
June 24, 2023, Faizan Mustafa and Anant
Sangal argue that the proposed UCC must
be emblematic of India’s ‘mosaic model’ of
multiculturalism.

O
n June 14, the Law
Commission of India decided
to solicit views and proposals
from the public about the

Uniform Civil Code (UCC). After a hiatus
of just �ve years, when the Commission
had concluded that the ‘UCC is neither
necessary nor desirable’, the move now is
one that keeps the pot boiling on one of
India’s most ideologically as well as
politically rivalled issue. Though we
believe that the enactment of the UCC in
piecemeal manner would be in tune with
the spirit of Article 44, the attempt here is
to invite attention to one particular
consideration that must weigh with the
Commission as it undertakes this exercise
de novo.

Autonomy versus authority
The question of personal laws is basically
the question of personal and religious
autonomy versus the state’s authority to
reform familial relations. Since each
religious group has cultural autonomy, it
is thus being argued that the community
should itself come forward to seek
reforms. This is the justi�cation for the
adoption of internal law reform or
voluntary UCC. In fact, the Special
Marriage Act, 1954 and the Indian
Succession Act, 1925 are nothing but
examples of voluntary adoption of the
UCC though the recently enacted love
jihad laws by prohibiting inter-faith
marriages basically violate the spirit of
Special Marriage Act.

There are also regional di�erences, i.e.
Kerala had abolished the Hindu Joint
Family in 1975; Muslim marriage and
divorces are to be registered in Bengal,
Bihar, Odisha, Jharkhand under the 1876
law, and in Assam under 1935 law, and
adoption was permissible to Kashmiri
Muslims.

At present, not just Muslims but even
Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, Sikhs, Parsis,
and Jews are governed by their own
personal laws. Accordingly, believe it or
not, it is the religious identity that
determines which personal law would
apply to a group of individuals. Even
reformed Hindu Personal Law under the
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 does insist on
solemnisation of marriage, through
saptapadi (seven steps around �re) and
datta (invocation before �re). Section 7(2)
of the Act, just like Manusmriti (8.227),
provides that marriage is completed on
the seventh step. Sapinda relationship,
adoption and Hindu Joint Family rules too
are based on the Hindu Personal Law.

Surprisingly when two Hindus marry
under the Special Marriage Act, 1954
(Section 21A inserted in 1976), they
continue to be governed by Hindu
Personal Law, but if two Muslims marry
under this legislation, the Muslim
Personal Law (MPL) would no longer
govern them. Interestingly, a person who
renounces Hinduism too continues to be
governed by the Hindu Personal Law.

The Constitution was not the starting
point but a mere culmination of India’s
long-standing integrative traditions. In
addition to the provisions that outlaw
discrimination in all its forms, the Indian
Constitution’s commitment to cultural
accommodation is visible through a
near-absolute fundamental right in Article
29(1) dedicated exclusively to conserving
the distinctive culture of all citizens.
However, do Muslims of India have the
courage to argue that polygamy or
arbitrary unilateral divorce even in anger
or while in an intoxicated state could be
considered a part of their culture?

Unity more than uniformity
That said, the Commission must bear in
its recommendation that for a diverse and
multicultural polity such as India, the
proposed UCC must be emblematic of
India’s ‘mosaic model’ of
multiculturalism. The logic is invariably
obvious — a homogenising lithi�cation of
identities must not become a mirage for
�ourishing diversity (something that has
consistently remained peculiar to the
American model of multiculturalism).
After all, unity is far more important than

uniformity. The British brought
homogeneity amongst Hindus and
Muslims by grossly undermining
heterogeneity within the two religious
communities.

Under the Indian Constitution, the
right to cultural autonomy defends the
Indian model of multiculturalism.
Prominent scholars on multiculturalism
such as Rochana Bajpai suggest that the
Indian Constitution o�ers two major
approaches with respect to
accommodation of di�erence —
integrationist and restricted multicultural.
While the a�rmative action policies
largely land in the �rst approach’s camp,
for Ms. Bajpai, “state assistance to
minority cultures has been seen as an
illegitimate concession […]” and is often
termed as ‘appeasement of minorities’.

This, as Ms. Bajpai furthers, leaves
cultural di�erence without any robust
constitutional normative underpinnings.
In short, it is through these two
approaches that the Constitution makes
way for cultural accommodation and a
celebration of group di�erences.
Accordingly, the 21st Law Commission
(2015-18) had boldly favoured equality

between men and women in communities
rather than aiming for equality between
communities. A just code should be the
primary goal as just laws are more
important than a mere one uniform law.

Having this discussion as the backdrop,
India’s tryst with preserving its
multicultural diversity is often found at
the crossroads with values such as
secularism. Despite secularism being a
fundamental tenet governing the Indian
polity, India decided not to adopt the
French model of laïcité, which strictly
prohibits bearing any religious out�t or
marker in public; that considers religion
in public as a threat (and not a prominent
promoter) to the nation’s secular fabric —
thus pushing it within only the four walls
of the domestic household. Indian
society, therefore, ‘accommodates’ and
not just ‘tolerates’ the wide array of group
and ethnic di�erences.

When groups claim and e�ectuate their
multi-ethnic traditions without impinging
on the rights and liberties of their fellow
citizens, their traditions and values
acquire the status of social mores for they
ful�l a much broader purpose of social
and national integration.

However, a claim of such broad nature
invites limitations inherent — in the name
of personal laws and practices, what
deserves legal protection and promotion
and what does not. Right to
cultural-relativism cannot justify
continuation of unjust and discriminatory
personal laws. Such provisions of the
personal laws must be made consistent
with substantive equality and gender
justice goals espoused in the Constitution.

Hurdles on the path ahead
Simultaneously, we must understand that
when a community feels threatened in
any way, whether rightly or wrongly so,
the collective esteem of its members
becomes woven to the community, and
community allegiance becomes much
stronger. Therefore, one hopes that the
Law Commission of India would not
contribute to the rise of reactive
culturalism amongst di�erent
communities in India, including Muslims.
The Muslim community too must
understand that the MPL and Islam are
not one and the same. The MPL is a jurist
given law and is not entirely divine. In
fact, it is more appropriate to call it
Anglo-Muhammadan law that was derived
in certain matters from the erroneously
translated secondary sources rather than
the Koran and Sunna of the Prophet.
British courts treated juristic opinions in
the MPL on a par with statutory laws
enacted by the legislature and by insisting
on the British doctrine of precedent, they
further brought in a lot of rigidity in the
MPL. If MPL reforms that rely on
inter-school borrowing could be accepted
by the Ulema way back in 1939, why
cannot this be done today? Let the
Muslim clergy come forward and lead the
MPL reform process by identifying the
discriminatory and oppressive issues and
adopt the views of progressive jurists.

As the Commission proposes an
overhauling secularisation of various
socio-religious-cultural practices that have
been the mainstay of thousands of
religious and ethnic communities since
times immemorial, the path ahead is not
going to be free from hurdles. In the
words of political philosopher Iris Young,
as the value of social di�erence is more
relational and is itself a product of social
processes, we believe that it will be
incumbent upon the Commission to strike
a �ne balance as it should aim to
eliminate only those practices that do not
meet the benchmarks set by the
Constitution.

Faizan Mustafa is an expert in
constitutional law. Anant Sangal is an
advocate practising law before the Supreme
Court of India

Strike a �ne balance, have a
just civil code
The Law Commission of India should aim to eliminate only those practices that do not meet the benchmarks

set by the Constitution of India
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Faizan Mustafa 
Anant Sangal

X

QUESTION 1

Singer Tyla took home a Grammy for
her hit song “Water”. She won the
award for a category that was
inaugurated this year. Name the
category. 
X

QUESTION 2 

Meryl Streep, William Shatner, Bernie
Sanders, and Michelle Obama were all
nominated for a Grammy. The former
first lady won the accolade. Identify the
category under which they were all
nominated.
X

QUESTION 3 

This R&B artist was nominated for
seven Grammys and won three of
them. Her two-year-old daughter made
history as the Grammy’s youngest

nominee as she was nominated along
with her mother for best traditional R&B
performance. Identify the artist.
X

QUESTION 4 

American singer-songwriter Olivia
Rodrigo won the Grammy for Best New
Artist this year for her hit album ‘Guts’. Is
the statement true or false?
X

QUESTION 5 

This comedian hosted the show again
this year, marking his fourth consecutive
turn at the helm of the ceremony. He was
also nominated for a Grammy. Name the
comedian and the winner of the
category.
X

QUESTION 6 

Apart from a song from Black Panther:

Wakanda Forever, all the other songs in
this category including the winner, were
from the same movie. Identify the movie. 

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s

daily quiz: 1. The name of the collection of short
pieces Dickens originally published in various
newspapers. Ans: Sketches by Boz

2. The term used to describe something
reminiscent of Dickens and his writings. Ans:

Dickensian

3. This Dickens’ character is a wealthy spinster
who insists on wearing her wedding dress for the
rest of her life. Ans: Miss Havisham

4. This writer remarked that Great Expectations

was more seditious than the Das Kapital. Ans:

George Bernard Shaw

5. This word is most associated with Scrooge. It is
referred to in the novella A Christmas Carol like
this. Ans: Humbug, “Bah! Humbug!”

6. Name the two cities in Dickens’ A Tale of Two

Cities. Ans: London, Paris

7. Identify the character and the novel. Ans:

Samuel Pickwick; The Pickwick Papers

Early Birds: Varghese Joseph| C. Saravanan|
Dipankar Baidya| Vasudha A. S.| Sadhan Kumar
Panda

THE DAILY QUIZ

The Grammy Awards 2024 ended on a high note with female artists making
history. Here is a quiz on the winners of the coveted musical accolades

X

Visual question:

This artist won the most awards at Grammys 2024. She won
three awards as a member of a rock band. Name the band. AP

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Abhinaya. K

“Dr. S. Ramanujam, Defence Food
Research Laboratory, Mysore wants to
know whether ‘put up’ is correctly used
in the sentence ‘Put up the letter at the
next meeting’.”

“ ‘Put up’ in this sentence is correctly
used. ‘Put up’ here means ‘present an
idea etc. for discussion or consideration’. 

You must put up a speci�c proposal for
the project. 

‘Put up’ has several meanings. ‘Put up’
means ‘to build or raise into position.’

Who has put up this tent here? 
Put up your hand if you want to attend

the party. 
It also means ‘to show, give in a �ght or

competition.’ 
They put up a sti� �ght. 
They put up a good show at the

function.
‘Put up’ also means ‘to �x or fasten

something in a place where it can be
seen, display something.’ 

Please put up the notice in a prominent
place. 

Another meaning of ‘put up’ is ‘to raise
or increase.’

Vegetable vendors put up the price of
vegetables the day the curfew was lifted. 

It also means ‘to provide food and
lodging for.’ 

I am sorry I can’t put you up in my
place as I have a lot of guests. 

I put up at an ordinary hotel when I
went to Pune.

‘Put up for something’ means ‘to
suggest as being suitable for a job, etc.’ 

I am planning to put her up for the post
of Secretary of the Club. 

‘Put somebody up to something’
means ‘urge or encourage someone to do
something mischievous or illegal.’ 

He is a nice chap. But what he has done
is unbelievable. Somebody must have put
him up to it. 

‘To put up with something or some
one’ is ‘to tolerate or bear.’

I don’t know how she puts up with her
husband.

We have to put up with the situation.
There is no way out. 

‘A put-up job’ is ‘a scheme to cheat or
deceive someone.’ 

I didn’t realise it was a put-up job.
‘Put upon’ means ‘badly treated,

misused or exploited’. This is used as an
adjective. 

I feel rather put-upon when I am treated
like that. 

Everyone is sorry that she is a put-upon
person. 

‘Put up’ has so many meanings. You
have to put up with them.”

“Mr. B. N. Prasanna, Second Mail Road,
Vyalikaval, Bangalore, wants to know
whether there is a general term for words
like breathalyser (breath plus analyser),
brunch (breakfast plus lunch),
sexploitation (sex plus exploitation).”

“These words have been formed by
combining parts of two words and their
meanings. Such words are called
portmanteau words. Some more words:
motel, guesstimate, sexciting.”

Published in The Hindu on January 14,
1991.

Know your
English
K. Subrahmanian
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Congratulating his ally Ajit Pawar, Mr. Fadnavis
said the EC decision “was along expected lines” as
had happened with the Samajwadi Party in 2017
and the Shiv Sena in 2022.

‘Stabbed democracy in the back’
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut — an ally of
Sharad Pawar’s group in the MVA coalition — al-
leged that the Election Commission had “stabbed
democracy in the back” through its decision to re-
cognise Ajit Pawar’s faction as the real NCP.

Speaking in New Delhi, Mr. Raut said both the
Shiv Sena and the NCP had been weakened be-
cause these were the only two parties that protect-
ed Marathi ‘asmita (identity)’ and raised their
voices against injustice being done to Maharash-
tra. He dared both Maharashtra Chief Minister Ek-
nath Shinde and Deputy CM Ajit Pawar to form
their own respective parties and face the people
before the elections.

Meanwhile, Assembly Speaker Rahul Narwekar
said that his decision on the NCP split, which is ex-
pected next week, would be solely based on merit
and would have no relation with the EC’s
decision.

Sharad Pawar’s faction
gets a longer name

From Page One

Mr. Siddaramaiah asserted that they were protest-
ing the “gross injustice” perpetrated by the Union
government in the devolution of taxes, grant-in-
aid, non-release of drought relief and denial of
permissions to take up water resources projects
for the past few years.

Stating that Karnataka ranks second in Goods
and Services Tax (GST) collection and is the big-
gest contributor to the country’s revenue, Mr. Shi-
vakumar said, “We are asking for our rights, we
are asking for our share”.

Mr Siddaramaiah demanded that the Centre set
right the losses to the tune of ₹1.87 lakh crore
since 2017 allegedly incurred by Karnataka under
the 15th Finance Commission.

He claimed that the Centre has been providing
₹2.80 lakh crore to Uttar Pradesh. Similarly, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan are also given grants,
even though these States have not taken any step
to control population growth.

“We have no objection in allocating more funds
to the northern States. But our request is not to
commit injustice to our State”, the CM said.

Congress general secretary Jairam Ramesh said
top leaders from Karnataka protested at the Jantar
Mantar to safeguard the interests of the whole
State.

Karnataka leaders hit
out at Centre in Delhi

Addressing presspersons at Kerala House here,
Mr. Vijayan said he was hopeful that many of the
leaders of the Opposition’s INDIA bloc would par-
ticipate in the protests. He said that if every party
came together, the BJP would be defeated.

Kerala Finance Minister K.N. Balagopal said the
protest was not a “political drama”. “States are
facing arbitrary reduction from their revenue
dues. It is not just an issue of southern States,” Mr.
Balagopal said, adding that the State government
would protest against this decrease in allocations
legally and politically.

Mr. Vijayan said Ministers, legislators, and par-
liamentarians from the State would actively parti-
cipate in the protest. “We have had to resort to
such an unprecedented struggle as it is essential
for Kerala’s survival and advancement. This agita-
tion is intended to safeguard the Constitutional
rights of all States, not merely Kerala’s. The aim of
this struggle is not to triumph over anyone, but to
secure what we rightfully deserve instead of sur-
rendering. We believe that the entire country will
stand with Kerala in support,” he said.

All States neglected by
Modi regime: Pinarayi

T
he Uttarakhand As-
sembly passed the
Uniform Civil Code

on Wednesday, despite the
Opposition’s demand that
the Bill be handed over to
the House’s select commit-
tee �rst. 

Terming it a “historic
moment”, Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami said
the Assembly had become
the �rst legislature in Inde-
pendent India to pass a Bill
that imposes common
rules for all communities —
except Scheduled Tribes —
on marriage, divorce, in-
heritances, and live-in
relationships.

In his �nal address be-
fore Speaker Ritu Khandu-
ri Bhushan called for a
voice vote on the UCC Bill,
Mr. Dhami said that the le-
gislation would end the in-
justice faced by women for
centuries. Mentioning the
Shah Bano and Saira Bano
cases, the Chief Minister
said that anti-social ele-
ments wanted to keep dif-
ferent communities divid-
ed for political bene�ts.

Referencing B.R. Am-
bedkar, Mr. Dhami claimed
that certain clauses men-
tioned in the Constitution
were misused from time to
time by certain anti-social,
anti-national people. “Cer-
tain mistakes were done in
the Indian Constitution
which now need to be cor-

rected,” he said, listing oth-
er countries such as Saudi
Arabia, Nepal, Japan, the
United States, Canada,
Bangladesh and Indonesia
that have implemented a
uniform civil code. 

‘Not opposing’
Congress MLAs said they
were not opposing the UCC
Bill, but claimed that its
provisions need to be exa-
mined in detail so that any
�aws can be removed be-
fore it is passed. Tilak Raj
Behar, the Congress MLA
from Kichcha, said that Ar-
ticle 44 of the Constitution,
which is the basis of the
Bill, refers to the UCC in
the context of the whole
country and not just one
State.

Pointing out a contrad-
iction in the Bill, Adesh
Singh Chauhan, the Con-
gress MLA from Jaspur,
said the Bill leaves the tri-
bal population out of its

ambit, even while claiming
that it would apply to the
whole of the State. 

The UCC is based on a
draft submitted by a com-
mittee formed by the Utta-
rakhand government un-
der the chairmanship of
retired Supreme Court
judge Justice Ranjana Pra-
kash Desai. The Bill was
one of the BJP’s poll pro-
mises during the 2022 As-
sembly election campaign
in Uttarakhand.

Asaduddin Owaisi, pre-
sident of All India Majlis-E-
Ittehadul Muslimeen, said
the Bill was nothing but a
Hindu Code made applica-
ble for all. “Firstly, Hindu
undivided family has not
been touched. Why? If you
want a uniform law for suc-
cession and inheritance,
why are Hindus kept out of
it? Can a law be uniform if
it doesn’t apply to the ma-
jority of your State?” he
asked.

Uttarakhand Assembly
passes Uniform Civil Code 

BJP supporters greet Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami in

Dehradun after the passage of the Uniform Civil Code Bill. PTI

Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami terms it a ‘historic moment’; Congress MLAs say they are not

against the Bill, but that its provisions need to be examined in detail so that �aws can be removed

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) passed in Uttarak-
hand, which requires con-
senting adults who intend
to enter a live-in relation-
ship to submit a “joint
statement” to that e�ect
before a “Registrar”, dares
individuals’ freedom to
form “intimate associa-
tions” without state moni-
toring or regulation.

Section 381 of the Utta-
rakhand’s common civil
code empowers the Regis-
trar to examine the state-
ment submitted by pros-
pective live-in partners,
conduct an “enquiry” to
check if the relationship
between the couple is not a
“prohibited” one and even
summon them. A 30-day
time is given for the State
authority to enter the
statement in a register and
issue the couple a “regis-
tration certi�cate” which
clears them to enter into a
live-in relationship. The
code is careful to note that
the exercise is only “for the
purposes of record”. A si-
milar exercise is underta-
ken if the partner or both
want to “terminate” the
live-in relationship.

Previous judgment
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud, in his mi-
nority opinion while head-
ing a Constitution Bench in
Supriyo versus Union of In-
dia (same-sex marriage
case), refers to how State
should not interfere with
the freedom of consenting

adults to form legitimate
“intimate associations”. 

The Chief Justice said
the right to intimate asso-
ciations came within the
ambit of free speech and
expression enshrined as a
fundamental right under
Article 19(c) of the Consti-
tution. The CJI observed
that the freedom of speech
and expression was not li-
mited to expressive words
and included other forms
of expression like that of
their sexual identity,
choice of partner, and the
expression of sexual desire
to a consenting party.

Freedom to choose
The Chief Justice noted
that courts have tradition-
ally not permitted the state
to interfere in certain kinds
of personal relationships. 

The CJI had cautioned
how the state could direct-
ly or indirectly infringe on
the right of a person to en-
joy the society of one’s
partner. This could be
done directly through a
law prohibiting such rela-
tionships or by “refusing
su�cient space to exercise
that freedom”.

Live-in relationships are
not prohibited in law. In
fact, the Supreme Court, in
S. Khushboo v. Kanniam-
mal, had held that live-in
relationships come within
the ambit of right to life un-
der Article 21 of the Consti-
tution. The Protection of
Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005 states
that a live-in relationship
fell within the ambit of a
domestic relationship. 

Uttarakhand code
challenges right to
‘intimate associations’ 
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday tar-
geted the Naveen Patnaik
government in Odisha, say-
ing that it was operating in
“partnership” with the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

Addressing a rally at
Rourkela during the se-
cond day of his Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra in the State, Mr.
Gandhi said Mr. Patnaik
had always supported the
sa�ron party and that the
Congress was �ghting a
lone battle against the “Bi-
ju Janata Dal [BJD]-BJP
partnership” in Odisha.

As part of its strategy,
the State Congress unit has
tried to position itself as
the principal Opposition in
Odisha while projecting
the BJP as an undeclared
partner of the ruling BJD.

To drive its point, it had
recently organised a mock
wedding between the BJD
and the BJP. 

Since 2017, the Congress
has slipped to a distant
third in local body, As-

sembly and Lok Sabha
elections.

Mr. Gandhi also raised
the issue of labour migra-
tion indicating that it re-
�ected the failure of gover-
nance in the State. “While
30 lakh people have mi-
grated to other States in
search of jobs, the State’s
resources are being al-
lowed to be plundered by
30 crorepati industrialists
from outside Odisha,” said
the Congress leader. 

On the issue of unem-
ployment, Mr. Gandhi said
the country was facing its
worst-ever unemployment
crisis in the past 40 years

and Odisha was a leading
State with high unemploy-
ment. He alleged that tribal
people, Dalit, and back-
ward people in the State
were subjected to oppres-
sion and torture. 

During a press meet, se-
nior Congress leader and
former Union Minister Jai-
ram Ramesh also targeted
the “unholy” nexus bet-
ween the BJD and the BJP.

Mr. Gandhi is expected
to complete his Odisha leg
of Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
on Thursday when he
would enter Chhattisgarh
through Jharsuguda dis-
trict of Odisha.

‘BJP and BJD are operating 
in partnership in Odisha’
The Hindu Bureau
BHUBANESWAR

Rahul Gandhi waves at supporters during the Bharat Jodo Nyay

Yatra in Rourkela on Wednesday. PTI

The puja in the southern
cellar of the Gyanvapi mos-
que in Varanasi will conti-
nue as of now as the Alla-
habad High Court has
adjourned for next week
the hearing on the plea
�led by the mosque com-
mittee challenging the Ja-
nuary 31 order of the Vara-
nasi district court
permitting Hindus to o�er
prayers there.

During the hearing that
took place before Justice
Rohit Ranjan Agarwal on
Tuesday and Wednesday,
senior advocate S.F.A. Naq-
vi, counsel for the Anjum
Intezamia Mosque Com-
mittee, which runs the
Gyanvapi mosque, main-
tained that Muslims always
had the possession of the
mosque and no puja had
ever been o�ered there.

Advocate Harishankar
Jain and Vishnu Jain, ap-
pearing for the Hindu side,
claimed that it was in 1993
when the puja was stopped
in this particular cellar on

the orders of the then Sa-
majwadi Party-led State go-
vernment. Prior to it, Som-
nath Vyas and his family
were doing regular pujas
inside the cellar, they said.

Justice Agarwal orally
remarked that neither the
Vyas family nor the mos-
que committee could pri-
ma facie prove that they
were in possession of the
southern cellar of the mos-
que. He posted the matter
for February 12.

The Varanasi district
court on on Wednesday al-
lowed prayers to be o�ered
inside the ‘Vyas Ka Tehkha-
na’ (sealed basement) area
of the Gyanvapi mosque
complex. The district ad-
ministration broke the bar-
ricades outside the base-
ment within hours of the
court order, and puja was
performed soon after. 

Puja in the southern
cellar of Gyanvapi
mosque to continue
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The court posted the
matter for Feb. 12 as
the arguments could
not conclude due to
paucity of timeArguing that tree felling for

a coal mine project in the
Hasdeo-Arand area of
Chhattisgarh would have
detrimental e�ects on the
region’s �ora, fauna, and
tribal communities, the
Opposition on Wednesday
caused an uproar in the
State Assembly. 

Leader of the Opposi-
tion Charan Das Mahant
moved an adjournment
motion notice seeking dis-
cussion on the issue and
dissatis�ed with the chair’s
decision to disallow the
same, Congress MLAs
stormed into the well of
the House, leading to their
automatic suspension. Ho-
wever, the Speaker re-
voked their suspension
later.

‘No action taken’
Moving the motion during
the Zero Hour, Mr. Mahant
highlighted that the As-
sembly had unanimously
passed a private member
resolution urging the
Centre to cancel all coal
blocks in the Hasdeo area
in July 2022. He noted that
despite the government’s
subsequent communica-
tion with the Centre re-
garding this, no action had
been taken. 

Claiming that ahead of
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai’s oath-taking ceremo-
ny, the Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests issued
an order on December 11
last year to fell 15,307 trees
on 91.3 hectares of forest
land for the project, he
wondered how could such
an order be issued when
the Assembly had already
passed the aforemen-
tioned resolution. 

Former CM Bhupesh
Baghel said the matter was
a serious issue.

Opposition
uproar over
coal mine
project in
Chhattisgarh 

Shubhomoy Sikdar
RAIPUR

A nine-member delegation
of Kuki-Zo groups met a
team of o�cials from the
Union Home Ministry on
Wednesday, where they
raised the scrapping of the
Free Movement Regime
(FMR) with Myanmar, and
the January 24 Kangla Fort
incident in Imphal when
Arambai Tenggol, a radical
Meitei group, administered
oath to elected representa-
tives to “protect the inte-
grity of Manipur”.

The meeting that was
led by A.K Mishra, Adviser,

Northeast, Ministry of
Home A�airs, and Intelli-
gence Bureau o�cials, last-
ed three hours.

The tribal delegation al-
so raised the issue of conti-
nued power outages in the
hill districts of Chura-
chandpur and Pherzawl.

The o�cials of the Mi-
nistry assured the delega-
tion that their issues would
be conveyed to the higher
authorities.

The tribal bodies have
been seeking an appoint-
ment with Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah but no
meeting has been sche-
duled yet. A delegate who

attended the meeting said
that the demand for a sepa-
rate administration for the
Kuki-Zo people still exists
and that they would conti-
nue to press for it.

The meeting comes
days after Manipur Chief
Minister N. Biren Singh
met Mr. Shah in Delhi on
February 3.

On Tuesday, Mr. Shah

said that the government
had decided to construct a
fence along the 1,643-km
border with Myanmar, ef-
fectively ending the FMR.

Under the FMR, every
member of the hill tribes,
who is either a citizen of In-
dia or a citizen of Myan-
mar, residing within 16 km
of either side of the border,
can cross the border on the
production of a border
pass, usually valid for a
year, and can stay up to
two weeks per visit.

India and Myanmar
share an unfenced border
and people on either side,
including the Kuki-Zo peo-

ple, have familial and eth-
nic ties that prompted the
arrangement in the 1970s. 

The Free Movement Re-
gime was last revised in
2016.

Continued violence
Mr. Singh has on several
occasions in the past attri-
buted the ongoing ethnic
violence in the State to the
unregulated movement of
people from across the
border.

Manipur has been af-
fected by ethnic violence
between the tribal Kuki-Zo
people and the Meitei com-
munity since May 2023. 

Kuki-Zo delegation meets Home Ministry o�cials 
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Issues raised include
scrapping of FMR,
Kangla Fort incident
and power outages
in hill districts

Attacking the erstwhile governments of the Con-
gress, Mr. Modi said the country had crossed over
from ‘fragile �ve’ and ‘policy paralysis’ in the last
10 years and now it is among the top �ve econo-
mies in the world. “That is how the world talks
about us today,” he said.

Countering Opposition leader Mallikarjun
Kharge’s arguments that the Centre is denying
jobs to the SC, ST and OBC youth by not �lling va-
cancies in the government and PSUs, Mr. Modi
said his government took steps to ensure educa-
tion and employment for the marginalised peo-
ple. He said abrogation of Article 370 ensured that
these communities in Jammu and Kashmir get the
same rights as the rest of the country. “Sabka
Saath Sabka Vikas is not just a slogan, it is Modi’s
guarantee,” Mr. Modi said, adding that the num-
ber of PSUs in the country increased from 234 in
2014 to 254 today, and most of them were giving
record returns drawing the attention of investors. 

The Prime Minister expressed con�dence that
the NDA would retain power with 400 seats and
listed the agenda for the next �ve years. “Modi 3.0
will leave no stone unturned to strengthen the
foundations of developed India,” he said. 

Opposition is creating a
‘North-South’ divide: PM

The All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board (AIMPLB)
has dismissed the Bill as
“mere eyewash and noth-
ing more than political
propaganda”. 

“The Bill is inappro-
priate, unnecessary, and
against diversity. Its real
target is only Muslims as
even the Scheduled Tribes
have been exempted. It has
been rushed to gain politi-
cal advantage. This legisla-
tion, rushed through in a
hurried manner, deals only
with three aspects — the
sphere of marriage and di-
vorce in a cursory manner;
and thereafter deals with
succession laws; and �nal-
ly live-in relationships,
which undoubtedly will
impinge on moral values of
all the religions,” S.Q.R.
Ilyas, the spokesperson of
the Board, said.

One contentious aspect
highlighted by the spokes-
person was the equalisa-
tion of inheritance rights
between genders, which
con�icts with the princi-
ples of Islamic law, clearly
categorised by the Koran.

Nothing more
than political
propaganda,
says AIMPLB

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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The Budget Session will be extended by a day
and will sit on Saturday, Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla informed the House on Wednesday. Earlier,
the session was slated to end on February 9. Mr.
Birla said Parliamentary A�airs Minister Pralhad
Joshi informed him of one day of extra sitting
because of urgent government business. Though
he did not specify the urgent business, the
Centre is set to table a White Paper on economy
that Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had
announced on February 1 while presenting the
interim Budget. She had said it would bring out
the state of the economy before and after 2014.

Budget Session extended by a
day, White Paper to be tabled

INBRIEF
�

L
eading the Opposi-
tion charge in the
Lok Sabha on Wed-

nesday when the House
took up discussion on the
interim Budget, Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor
asked the Narendra Modi
government “kiska saath
aur kiska vikas” when
poor, women, youth, and
farmers were among the
“worst-performing grou-
ps” economically.

He accused the govern-
ment of playing a game of
“smoke and mirrors” and
claimed that it was “all talk
and no action”. 

Separately, opening the
discussion on the Finance
Bill, Congress leader Man-
ish Tewari raised the issue
of �scal de�cit to the tune
of ₹17 lakh crore-₹18 lakh
crore every year since
2021. “If the government is
borrowing ₹17 lakh crore to
₹18 lakh crore every year,
the access of the private
sector to market �nance,
therefore, gets restricted.
That is why your invest-
ment to GDP ratio is res-
tricted to 29.02%,” Mr. Te-
wari said.

He said that in 2014, the
total debt of the govern-
ment was a little above ₹55
lakh crore but in 10 years,

the debt had trebled to ov-
er ₹168 lakh crore.

In a sharp retort to Un-
ion Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman’s remarks
describing GDP as gover-
nance, development and
performance, Mr. Tharoor
said that G stands “for go-
vernmental intrusion and
tax terrorism under the
current regime”, D for “de-
mographic betrayal”, and
P for “poverty continuing”.

“This actual ‘GDP’ also
jettisons the trinity of ‘de-
mography, democracy and
diversity’ that the govern-
ment claims to be serving.
The demographic dividend
is on the cusp of becoming
a demographic disaster
with the unemployment
crisis, K-shaped growth,

and the ever-widening
schism between the rich
and poor,” he said.

Mr. Tharoor claimed de-
mocracy is su�ering
through the government’s
“arrogant contempt” for
institutions and cited the
suspension of 146 MPs in
the Winter Session. 

Hitting back, BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey accused
the Congress of trying to
create a “North-South di-
vide” in the country and
asserted that “Ram Rajya”
has been ushered in India
under Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi. “We are
poor, our people go there
to work. The entire coun-
try knows that more than
80% of the mines are in
Jharkhand, Odisha, Ben-

gal, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh... Did we say
we are rich? Did we say
South India should not be
developed?” he asked.

Union Minister Smriti
Irani, who represents
Amethi, said for 48 years
her constituency had a
Congress MP but there was
no development. “Only
when Mr. Modi came to
power, 10 lakh Jan Dhan
bank accounts were
opened,” she said.

NCP MP Supriya Sule
said the majority of the
wealth in the country was
in the hands of top 1% of
the population. If the go-
vernment’s claims of re-
ducing poverty were true.
the why was it not showing
the numbers, she asked.

Modi govt. is all talk and no
action, says Shashi Tharoor 

Hitting back: Congress MP Shashi Tharoor speaking in the Lok

Sabha during the Budget Session of Parliament on Wednesday. ANI

He accuses Centre of playing a game of smoke and mirrors during a discussion in the Lok Sabha

on the interim Budget; BJP MP hits back, says ‘Ram Rajya’ has been ushered in India under Modi 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In spite of spending a de-
cade in power, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi is
still going on about the Un-
ited Progressive Alliance
(UPA) regime, Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge said, reacting to
Mr. Modi’s reply in the Ra-
jya Sabha on the Motion of
Thanks to the President’s
Address. Other parties too
pointed out that the Prime
Minister’s speech did not
touch upon any relevant
issues.

Mr. Kharge, in a post on
X, also listed out the “false-
hoods” in the speech on
the UPA years. 

Unemployment rate in
the UPA years was at 2.2%
but under the BJP regime,
it has hit the highest in 45
years, Mr. Kharge said. 

In the UPA’s decade, Mr.
Kharge said, the average
GDP growth rate was 8.13%
but in the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) years,
it was only 5.6%. “We
brought 14 crore people
out of poverty in 10 years.
By truncating our speech-
es, you are spreading con-
fusion and lies,” he added. 

“It is heartbreaking that
the gap between our ex-
ports and imports has in-
creased three times in the
last 10 years and despite
knowing this fact, the go-
vernment does not accept

it as a problem and does
not do anything about it,”
he said.

Mr. Kharge said that Mr.
Modi’s speech in both
Houses was centred
around criticism of the
Congress. “ Even today he
did not talk about in�ation,
employment or economic
situation,” he said. 

Trinamool Congress
leader Derek O’Brien
called Mr. Modi’s speech a
“long Mann Ki Baat”. “His
government has converted
Parliament into a deep,
dark chamber. No guaran-
tees about employment,
price rise, Manipur. Hol-
low words about federal-
ism from a man who has
blood on his hands for
butchering federalism,”
Mr. O’Brien said in a post
on X.

CPI MP Binoy Viswam,
said the speech was replete
with propaganda. “He was
playing to the gallery with
an eye on elections,” he
said.

PM’s address did
not touch upon key
issues: Opposition

Mallikarjun Kharge 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Following his �rst meeting
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi since he rejoined
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
vowed to stick with his lat-
est alliance.

“Now, there is no need
to go here and there. Now,
I will remain here,” he told
presspersons in Delhi after
his half-hour meeting with
the Prime Minister and
then with Union Home Mi-

nister Amit Shah and BJP
president J.P. Nadda. 

The Janata Dal(U) leader
had joined hands with the
BJP again on January 28 af-
ter severing ties with the
Mahagatbandhan (grand
alliance) which was then in
power in the State. 

The Rashtriya Janata
Dal, the Congress, and the
Left parties are part of the
grand alliance. 

He then took oath as the
Chief Minister for the ninth
time, along with two Depu-
ty CMs from the BJP and
six Ministers. 

On February 12, the new
NDA government will seek
a vote of con�dence in the
State Assembly.

On the question of seat-

sharing arrangements for
the upcoming Lok Sabha
poll, Mr. Kumar said,
“These things will be dis-
cussed later.” 

Of the 40 Lok Sabha
seats in Bihar, the BJP and
the JD(U) had each contest-
ed 17 in the 2019 election,
leaving six seats for their
other ally, the Lok Janshak-
ti Party (Ram Vilas). The
BJP won all 17 seats, while
the JD(U) won 16 seats. 

This time round, both
parties will �nd it hard to
spare seats as their other
allies — the Hindustani

Awam Morcha (Secular)
led by former Chief Minis-
ter Jitan Ram Manjhi and
the Upendra Kushwaha-led
Rashtriya Lok Janata Dal —
will also have to be given
some seats.

Mr. Kumar’s agenda for
his meet with the top lea-
dership was likely to have
included his demand for a
special package to Bihar;
the upcoming Rajya Sabha
election scheduled to be
held on February 27, and
the six seats becoming va-
cant from the State; and
the �oor test.

Will remain with NDA: Nitish after meeting PM 
Amarnath Tewary
PATNA

Nitish Kumar 

On a day Karnataka Con-
gress leaders held a protest
in New Delhi against what
they termed unfair devolu-
tion of tax money to the
southern State, the BJP
worked hard to puncture
the “North versus South”
comparison mounted by
the Opposition. 

The party inducted new
entrants from Tamil Nadu,
and held press meets with
State leaders from Karnata-
ka and Kerala.

In the recent Assembly
elections, the BJP swept
the Hindi-speaking States
of Madhya Pradesh, Rajas-
than, and Chhattisgarh,
while the Congress won
Telangana. After the re-
sults were announced,
Congress leaders put out
statements pointing to this
divide. 

During the ongoing Bud-
get session, Karnataka
Congress leader D.K. Su-
resh protested against low
levels of tax devolution to
southern States, going on
to even say that it may per-
suade southern States to
secede from India. 

On Wednesday, the BJP
appeared to hit back. A
number of leaders from Ta-
mil Nadu, including 15
former MLAs and one
former MP, joined the BJP
in New Delhi at noon, amid
cries of “Bharat Mata ki
Jai”. Most of these leaders
were from the All India An-
na Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam (AIADMK), a former
BJP ally, and their entry in-
to the party took place in
the presence of Union Mi-
nisters Rajeev Chandrasek-
har and L. Murugan and
State BJP president K. An-
namalai. 

Impact of new entries
With their arrival in the
party’s fold, party feels its
acceptability will be in-

creased in Tamil Nadu,
where it has had limited
success. 

Meanwhile, BJP MPs
from Karnataka addressed
a press meet at the party
headquarters in New Del-
hi, lashing out at the Con-
gress government over its
claim that Karnataka was
not receiving funds from
the Central pool propor-
tionate to its contribution. 

Tejasvi Surya, BJP MP
from Bangalore South, al-
leged that the protest by
the Karnataka Congress
was an “alibi” for the State
government, which was
�nding that it could not ful-
�l unrealistic promises
made during the Assembly
election.

Mr. Surya said the Con-

gress had promised 10 kg
free rice to the poor before
the election but realised af-
ter coming to power that
the State could not procure
enough rice, and began
blaming the Centre. 

He added that the total
tax devolution to the State
during the 2004-2014 rule
of the Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA)
was ₹81,795 crore while it
jumped by 250% to
₹2,85,452 crore during the
BJP-led National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment. The grant-in aids
during the corresponding
periods were ₹60,779
crore and ₹2,08,832 crore,
respectively, he said. 

Union Minister V. Mura-
leedharan and BJP Kerala
in-charge Prakash Javade-
kar took on Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
over his plans to protest in
New Delhi on Thursday,
again over the question of
insu�cient Central funds
to the State. The statement
said that it was the �nan-
cial pro�igacy demonstrat-
ed by both the Left Demo-
cratic Front and United
Democratic Fund govern-
ments in Kerala, and not
the Centre, that had left
the State in a bad �nancial
condition. 

BJP hits back as Opposition parties
raise issue of ‘North-South divide’ 

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

Countermeasures: BJP leader Tejasvi Surya addresses a press

conference at the party headquarters in Delhi on Wednesday. ANI

NEWS ANALYSIS

Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge on Wednes-
day objected to Rajya Sab-
ha Chairman Jadgeep
Dhankhar’s decision to ex-
punge signi�cant portions
of his speech during the
debate on the Motion of
Thanks to the President’s
Address.

In a late evening ruling,
Mr. Dhankhar declined Mr.
Kharge’s request. 

Mr. Kharge said that
truncating his address
created a perception that
he supported the govern-
ment’s claim of winning
more than 400 seats. 

Raising the issue during
the Zero Hour, Mr. Kharge
said two pages from his Fe-
bruary 2 speech were re-
moved, leading to distor-
tion of intent. “I had raised
certain points... they have
been removed from the re-
cord,” he said, and empha-
sised that he had not taken

anybody’s name nor violat-
ed any rules. 

Mr. Dhankhar declined
Mr. Kharge’s request argu-
ing that the Leader of the
Opposition concluded his
address nearly 50 minutes
after making the said re-
marks and he had “su�-
cient time to revisit his
thoughts”. “The percep-
tional impact of any obser-
vation made in the House
cannot be a premise for
taking a di�erent view as
per Rules,” he said. 

Dhankhar rejects Kharge’s request
to restore expunged parts of speech 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Former Supreme Court judge A.M. Khanwilkar is
likely to be appointed the next Lokpal of India
after a high-level committee comprising Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Chief Justice of India
D.Y. Chandrachud, and Leader of the single
largest Opposition party, Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury of the Congress, met on Wednesday
to discuss the shortlisted names. A separate
meeting was held to �ll up a vacancy in the
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) which was
attended by Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Mr.
Modi and Mr. Chowdhury. Sources said A.S.
Rajeev, Managing Director of Bank of
Maharashtra, has been selected, while Mr.
Chowdhury submitted a dissent note. Another
meeting to �ll up an upcoming vacancy in the
Election Commission was deferred.

Former SC judge Khanwilkar
likely to be the new Lokpal 

Lok Sabha clears

Finance Bill

NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Wednesday

cleared the Finance Bill, 2024

after Union Minister Pankaj

Chaudhary addressed issues

raised during the debate and

moved it for passage. Congress

leader Manickam Tagore

termed the debate “another

low in Parliament” and said he

had “never seen a Finance Bill

without” the Finance 

Minister’s reply. 

9ef7f1b7-76cf-49f0-901a-342f577a2c32
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Time management is a critical factor in all our lives and
citing lack of time to accomplish various tasks is a com-
mon refrain. One should take inspiration from Lord Rama,
who was a master at accomplishing various tasks on time.
Why is He hailed as Kalatmaka Parameswara Ram? It is be-
cause He is the soul of time and He did not permit time to
impose limitations on Him, said Swami Mitrananada in a
discourse.

Action without dharma is of no consequence and Ra-
ma, the quintessential upholder of values, ensured He car-
ried out various tasks with required intensity and within
the necessary timeframe. Just as how the son of Kausalya
carried out each action required of Him from the moment
He manifested on earth, we too should march in His foot-
steps in our daily life, with wisdom, purpose and a sense
of direction as shown by Rama. When He carried out the
tasks, Rama also spread joy and happiness around Him:
be it helping Viswamitra conduct yaga or the manner in
which he e�ortlessly wielded the powerful bow at Sita’s
swayamwara. He was quick to identify good people and
forge friendships with them, as he did with Guha. He exhi-
bited the highest principle of dharma by asking Ravana to
either surrender or return the next day to battle, when the
Lankan king was unarmed. 

Rama’s time management 

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

A special Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court on Wednesday extended the
Enforcement Directorate’s (ED) remand of
former Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren
in alleged land scam case for �ve more days. The
ED on Wednesday produced Mr. Soren before the
court and sought seven days’ remand. However,
special court judge Dinesh Rai granted only �ve
days’ remand after hearing the arguments from
both sides. The ED had arrested Mr. Soren on
January 31 after questioning him for over seven
hours. The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha leader then
went to the Raj Bhavan and resigned from the
State’s top post.

Court extends ED remand 
of Hemant Soren for �ve days 

Over 2,000 people su�ered from food poisoning
after consuming food during a religious gathering
held at a village in Maharashtra’s Nanded district.
The event took place on Tuesday, attracting
locals from Sawargaon, Postwadi, Risangaon,
and Maski villages, who consumed food. Sources
said people started complaining of vomiting,
headache, and loose motion in the early hours of
Wednesday. Initially, 150 a�ected individuals
were admitted to the sub-district hospital at
Loha, and later, an additional 850 patients sought
treatment at various health facilities. No fatalities
occurred and all admitted patients are in stable
condition, a senior o�cial said.

Over 2,000 su�er from food
poisoning at event in Nanded

NewsClick’s Human Resources Department chief
Amit Chakravarty on Wednesday urged the Delhi
High Court to grant him bail in a case lodged
against the news portal over allegations that it
received money to spread “pro-China
propaganda.” The High Court reserved its order
on the bail petition by Mr. Chakravarty, who
turned an approver in the case last month, after
the police said it has no objections if the relief is
granted to him. Mr. Chakravarty’s counsel said
that he has been granted pardon in the case by
the trial court and was also cooperating in the
investigation. 

HC reserves order on bail 
plea of Newsclick’s HR chief

India’s only rehabilitation facility for the Asiatic
bear has rewilded 60 bear cubs since its
inception in 2001. Situated at the Pakke Tiger
Reserve in Arunachal Pradesh’s Pakke-Kessang
district, the Centre for Bear Rehabilitation and
Conservation (CBRC) is a joint venture of the
State’s Environment, Forest, and Climate Change
Department and the Wildlife Trust of India
(WTI). Of the total 60, four were rehabilitated
from 2022 to 2023, the centre’s head Panjit
Basumatary said. “A fourth cub died during
rehabilitation during this period,” he said. Apart
from bear cubs, the CBRC has also been rescuing
other wildlife species from di�erent parts of the
State. It recorded 23 rescue cases in 2023.

Arunachal centre rewilds 60
bear cubs in over two decades 

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Incognito)

To solve this puzzle online, 

get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

8 Males follow Twitter's movie (1-3)

9 Outstanding due (5)

10 Greek god rose awkwardly (4)

11 Pitroda gets nothing with South African snack (6)

12 Excitedly dating... prancing around old prince and taking as
one's own (8)

13 Satanic preparation of fine item of food (8)

15 A religious symbol that appears at the top of the clue list in a
puzzle like this (6)

17 For example, King's doctor manages ranch (7)
19 Law includes Union Territory in Punjab, for example (7)
22 Contraption that will produce electricity from Monday, perhaps

(6)
24 Remove teaspoon from mashed banana split for national of a

Balkan country (8)
26 Body of water in the northern hemisphere disturbed with ease

(5,3)
28 Visitors' speculate about temperature (6)
30 Wrongly capture after loss of headgear? Correct! (4)
31 Di�erent to return with that lady (5)
32 Vehicle part that is pretty reliable part (4)
Down

1 In absence of mentor, composed commentary for
non-governmental federation (1,1,1,1)

2 One residing in damaged mansion gets loss of sleep (8)
3 Therefore, African country gets native of another African country

(6)
4 Okapi ran haphazardly carrying fish (7)
5 Uninformed giant is wrong about new gold (8)
6 I, a dog? (6)
7 Show bottom satellite (4)
14 After four, Roy transported material of animal origin (5)
16 Indian literary aphorism from crooked tsar touring university (5)
18 Robs cows wrongly, producing weapon (8)
20 Brown gentlemen's lines that touch circles (8)
21 What one may lend to a revolutionary giving otalgia? (7)
23 The man composed a song of praise (6)
25 Garbo dances with model actor (6)
27 Hurry! Drop Sten on road! Di�icult? (4)
29 Rent revolving throne after His Excellency departs (4)
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A
seven-judge Consti-
tution Bench,
headed by Chief

Justice of India D.Y. Chan-
drachud, on Tuesday ob-
served that Scheduled
Castes cannot be treated as
a “homogenous group” for
granting reservation as
some may have advanced
in society while other con-
tinue to remain “particu-
larly underprivileged”.

Meanwhile, the Centre
assured the court it was
“committed” to the reser-
vation policy. The Tamil
Nadu government, in its
turn, said the reservation
policy should evolve with
the times or would get
“fossilised”.

The Constitution Bench
is examining the question
whether individual States
could identify and sub-
classify backward classes
within the Scheduled Caste
category in order to give
them more preference in
reservation.

The court said the di-
verse groups, clubbed to-
gether in the Presidential
list under Article 341 of the
Constitution as “Sche-
duled Castes”, cannot be
treated alike. 

“What we have in the
Presidential list is various

castes who have su�ered
humiliation and dehuman-
isation put together… Sape-
ra [snake charmer], Bazi-
gar [acrobat], Batwal
[watchman]... all with dif-
ferent occupations… The
heterogeneity is clear from
the Presidential list itself,”
senior advocate Kapil Si-
bal, for a petitioner,
highlighted.

The Chief Justice agreed
they were heterogeneous
in terms of their pre-exist-
ing occupations, social sta-
tus, and social indicators of
backwardness or develop-
ment. Over the decades,
some of them had ad-
vanced while others conti-
nued to remain “particu-
larly underprivileged”,
Chief Justice Chandrachud
noted.

Social indicators
The Chief Justice said so-
cial indicators like infant
mortality, maternal mor-

tality, and fertility rates
would also broadly show
whether there had been
progress. 

“The status of every
caste may not be the same
in the social hierarchy,” the
CJI noted.

The debate revealed
that the Bench was explor-
ing a diametrically oppo-
site view from that held in
a 2004 Constitution Bench
judgment in the E.V. Chin-
naiah case. 

In this verdict, 20 years
ago, a �ve-judge Bench had
held that Scheduled Castes
were a “homogenous
group” and sub-classi�ca-
tion would be a violation of
the right to equality.

Duty of States
Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta, for the Centre, ack-
nowledged it was the duty
of the State to remove bar-
riers for the uplift of the
backward classes. Mr. Meh-

ta said it was for a State to
identify and recommend a
backward group. The Par-
liament enacts the legisla-
tion, including declaring
the group in the Scheduled
Caste category. The State
concerned has to imple-
ment the reservation, he
explained.

Weakest of the week
Senior advocate Shekhar
Naphade, for Tamil Nadu,
said it was within the pre-
rogative of a State govern-
ment to identify and sub-
classify groups within the
Scheduled Caste category
in order to aid the “weak-
est of the weak”.

“It has been the consis-
tent policy of the Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu to en-
sure the upliftment of the
lowest-rung sections of the
society,” Mr. Naphade, as-
sisted by advocates Purni-
ma Krishna and M.F. Phi-
lip, submitted in court.

The State was referring
to the Tamil Nadu Arun-
thathiyars (Special Reser-
vation) Act of 2009. 

The Act had been
brought into force to pro-
vide preferential reserva-
tion for the Arunthathiyar
community, a historically
oppressed class within Ta-
mil Nadu, to get them on a
par with other Scheduled
Castes.

Can’t treat SCs as homogenous 
group, observes CJI-led Bench
The status of every caste may not be same in social hierarchy, says CJI; Centre says it is ‘committed’

to reservation policy; T.N. says the policy should evolve with the times or would get ‘fossilised’ 

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The government plans to
implement satellite-based
toll collection on highways
before the Model Code of
Conduct for the Lok Sabha
election kicks in, Union
Road Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari told the Ra-
jya Sabha on Wednesday.

“We are trying to imple-
ment satellite-based toll
system very soon, perhaps
before the Code of Con-
duct for the Lok Sabha
election,” Mr. Gadkari said.

The technology, which
has been under the govern-
ment’s consideration for
the past three years, will al-
low barrier-free movement
of vehicles and they will
will not be required to stop
for toll payments, the Mi-
nister said.

Will replace FASTags
He explained that the pho-
to of the registration plate
of the vehicle will be cap-
tured and the toll amount
will be debited based on
the actual length of the
highway traversed by the
vehicle. 

This will replace the ra-
dio frequency identi�ca-
tion-based FASTag system
that was rolled out in 2016
and made mandatory from
January 2021.

A total of 8.13 crore FAS-
Tags have been issued and
a penetration of 98% has

been achieved, according
to the Minister.

While the government is
in a rush to implement the
new toll collection system
before the election, an o�-
cial of the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
said on condition of ano-
nymity that the concept for
the technology being used
was not yet �nalised and
was still in various stages of
development.

An o�cial of the Nation-
al Highways Authority of
India, which will be imple-
menting the technology,
said it has been tested in
Delhi and Gurugram and a
trial will soon be conduct-
ed in Bengaluru too. This
will involve every vehicle
registering for the Global
Navigation Satellite System
of toll collection to be
equipped with an on-
board unit (OBU) that will
be linked to a constellation
of satellites. The OBU will
also be linked with a wallet
from which the toll
amount will be deducted.

Satellite-based toll
collection may roll
out before LS polls

Nitin Gadkari

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Calling upon industry to
work on counter-space
capabilities as a deterrent
for safeguarding India’s
space assets, Chief of De-
fence Sta� (CDS) General
Anil Chauhan emphasised
that the government is en-
couraging all the stakehol-
ders, including start-ups,
for the development of a
dependable space ecosys-
tem within the country.

“We probably had one
start-up in 2014 which has
grown to 204 start-ups in
the space sector with 54
additions in 2023 itself. In
2023, we as a nation invest-
ed $123 million in the sec-
tor, bringing the total fund-
ing to $380.25 million,”
Gen. Chauhan said on
Wednesday, addressing the
three-day seminar and ex-
hibition DEFSAT-2024, or-
ganised jointly by the

Centre for Joint Warfare
Studies and Satcom Indus-
try Association-India
(SIA-India).

Space economy
Underscoring that the In-
dian space economy is cur-
rently estimated to be
around $8.4 billion, Gen.
Chauhan said that the indi-
genous space economy is
expected to grow to $44
billion by 2033. 

“The government initia-
tives like seed fund
scheme, 0% GST regime,
sharing of testing facilities,

technology transfer have
provided the rightful sup-
port to the private indus-
try. This framework along
with alignment of de-
mands and funding sup-
port provide the right envi-
ronment for the private
sector to grow.”

Mentioning the govern-
ment’s major initiatives in
the space domain towards
strengthening the capabili-
ties of the armed forces,
the CDS referred to the 75
space-related challenges as
part of Mission Def-
Space-2022 under the
iDEX initiative.

“Under this initiative, a
total of �ve contracts have
been signed and an addi-
tional four contracts are at
various stages of documen-
tation. In similar timelines,
a feasibility study of 12
Make-I (Make In India)
challenges is also being
progressed,” Gen. Chau-
han added.

CDS urges industry to work
on counter-space capabilities
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

General Anil Chauhan

Around 150 faculty mem-
bers of Savitribai Phule
Pune University (SPPU)
met the university’s Vice-
Chancellor, Suresh Gosavi,
on Wednesday to seek as-
surance that the university
will �le a counter-com-
plaint against vandals al-
legedly associated with Ak-
hil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) who at-
tacked a group of theatre
students belonging to the
Centre for Performing
Arts, also known as the La-
lit Kala Kendra.

Pravin Bhole, the
theatre department head
at Lalit Kala Kendra, and
�ve students were arrested
on February 3 and re-
leased on bail the same day
after an FIR was registered
against them based on a
complaint by ABVP mem-
bers for a play where a

male artiste portraying Sita
was shown smoking a ciga-
rette and allegedly using
abusive language.

The play was enacted on
February 2 as part of a
practical exam assignment
for which the MA Integrat-
ed (Theatre) course stu-
dents were performing in
an open-air auditorium on
the campus. 

A faculty member, who
did not wish to be named,
said, “One of our student’s
hands has been fractured.
Some vandals stepped on
another student’s shoul-
der. Yet another student’s
right leg ligament has been
stretched. Some girls also

sustained injuries in the
scu�e.”

The 15-minute play was
a re-enactment of the back-
stage lives of Ramlila cha-
racters. 

The faculty members
have made �ve demands in
a written representation to
the V-C, accessed by The
Hindu. They pressed upon
the university to �le a
counter-complaint to the
FIR �led by ABVP.

They have also asked
the university to bear the
entire legal fees for the ar-
rested teachers and stu-
dents. The teachers have
sought strict action against
the “vandals who sought to
destroy the peace of the
campus”. The �nal de-
mand was that the V-C take
measures to prevent such
untoward incidents. 

Despite repeated follow-
ups, SPPU Vice-Chancellor
Suresh Gosavi refused to
comment on the issue. 

A faculty member
and �ve students
were arrested after
an FIR was lodged
against them for a
play at SPPU

Lalit Kala Kendra case: V-C
urged to �le counter-complaint 
Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI
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Yemen’s Houthi rebels launched six missiles toward two merchant

ships on Tuesday, reportedly causing light damage to one of the

vessels, the U.S. military said. The Iran-backed rebels, who control

much of Yemen, have been harassing shipping in a campaign they

say is in solidarity with Palestinians in the Israel-Hamas war. AFP

Yemen’s Houthi rebels launch new
attacks on two ships in Red Sea

DUBAI

AP
X

Six civilians were among 10 people killed in Israeli air strikes on the

Syrian city of Homs early on Wednesday, the Syrian Observatory for

Human Rights said. Three students and a woman were among the

dead while Two Hezbollah fighters were also among the casualties,

a source to the Iran-backed Lebanese militant group said. AFP

Six civilians among 10 dead in
Israel strikes on Syria: war monitor

BEIRUT

REUTERS
X

The Kremlin on Wednesday acknowledged that Russian companies

faced problems with Chinese banks after a major Chinese lender

had blocked payment settlements with Russian firms. Beijing has

become Moscow’s crucial economic partner since the West hit

Russia with sanctions since the start of Ukraine war. AFP

Russia admits to encountering
‘problems’ with China payments

MOSCOW

AFP
X

Taiwan ordered on Wednesday travel agencies to stop organising

group tours to China following Beijing’s adjustment of an aviation

route that drew ire on the self-ruled island. It cited Beijing’s

“unilateral” decision to adjust the M503 route through the Taiwan

Strait which “would impact aviation safety”. AFP

Taiwan halts tourist groups to
China after change to �ight path

TAIPEI

AFP

Despite strong post-pan-
demic growth, the Mal-
dives remains at high risk
of debt distress, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) has warned.

“Without signi�cant
policy changes, the overall
�scal de�cits and public
debt are projected to stay
elevated, and the Maldives
remains at high risk of ex-
ternal and overall debt dis-
tress,” the IMF said, calling
for “urgent policy adjust-
ment”. The assessment
echoed the World Bank’s
earlier assessment, of the
�scal strain facing the In-
dian Ocean archipelago.

Acknowledging the
challenge, President Mo-
hamed Muizzu recently
told parliament that his go-

vernment would adopt re-
form policy to improve the
country’s �nances and
bring debt and �scal condi-
tions to sustainable
standards.

Preliminary �ndings
IMF sta� issued the state-
ment on Wednesday, as
part of their “preliminary
�ndings” from their mis-
sion to the Maldives. 

As tourist arrivals are ex-
pected to rise further, the
island nation’s economy is
projected to grow at 5.2%
in 2024, the IMF said.

Further, the expansion of
the Velana airport terminal
and likely increase in hotel
accommodation capacities
is projected to boost
growth potential, it said.

Chinese aid
During his visit to China in
January this year, Mr. Muiz-
zu sought Beijing’s assis-
tance in the second phase
of the airport’s expansion. 

On the other hand, Chi-
na has “agreed” to discuss
a possible deferment of the
debt the Maldives owes the
Asian giant, Mr. Muizzu an-
nounced on his return. 

China is the Maldives’s
largest bilateral creditor,
and the island owes about
$1.4 billion to Beijing. The
World Bank has estimated
that the Maldives’s debt to
GDP-ratio will remain over
115% this year.

Without signi�cant
policy changes, the
overall �scal de�cits
and public debt are
projected to stay
elevated, IMF said

Despite post-pandemic
growth, Maldives at high risk
of debt distress, warns IMF
Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

Nikki Haley was swamped
in Nevada’s symbolic Repu-
blican presidential prim-
ary as GOP voters resound-
ingly picked the “none of
these candidates” option
on the ballot in a repudia-
tion of the former UN Am-
bassador who is the last re-
maining major rival to
front-runner Donald
Trump.

Mr. Trump did not com-
pete in Tuesday’s primary,
which does not award any
delegates needed to win
the GOP nomination. 

The former President is
instead focused on caucus-
es that will be held on
Thursday and will help
him move closer to becom-
ing the Republican
standard-bearer.

Meaningless results
That leaves the results on
Tuesday as technically
meaningless in the Repu-
blican race. But they still
amount to an embarrass-

ment for Ms. Haley, who
has sought to position her-
self as a candidate who can
genuinely compete against
Mr. Trump. Instead, she
became the �rst presiden-
tial candidate from either
party to lose a race to
“none of these candidates”
since that option was intro-
duced in Nevada in 1975.

There was also a Demo-
cratic primary on Tuesday
that President Joe Biden
easily won against author
Marianne Williamson and
a handful of less-known
challengers. Rep. Dean
Phillips of Minnesota was
not on the ballot.

Haley loses to ‘none
of these candidates’
option in Nevada

Nikki Haley

Associated Press
LAS VEGAS

The escalating con�ict bet-
ween Myanmar’s military
and ethnic armed organi-
sations (EAO) is a matter of
concern for both India and
Bangladesh as both coun-
tries share borders with
Myanmar, the Foreign Mi-
nister of Bangladesh Hasan
Mahmud said in New Delhi
on Wednesday. Speaking
to the media after meeting
National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval, the visiting Mi-
nister said the two sides
were working on ensuring
stability and regional se-
curity, and assured that
new connectivity projects
were likely to take o� bet-
ween India and Bangla-
desh in the coming
months.

“We discussed the situa-
tion in Myanmar because
the situation is getting
worse day by day. So far,
until today — this morning
— 388 people, mostly bor-
der security guards of
Myanmar, and Army per-

sonnel, have entered Ban-
gladesh. We have given
them shelter. We are in
consultation with them so
that they take them back,”
Mr. Mahmud said.

Mr. Mahmud is on his
�rst visit abroad after tak-
ing charge as the Foreign
Minister of Bangladesh on
January 11. 

“Our Ambassador in
Myanmar has met with the
Foreign Minister of Myan-
mar and they have agreed
to take them back. How
they will take them back —
by ship or by air — that is a
question of discussion,”
Mr. Mahmud said. Myan-
mar border guards and
military personnel who are
in Bangladesh featured in
the talks with Mr. Doval, he
said. 

Con�ict in Myanmar
is worrying India and
Bangladesh: Dhaka

So far 388 people
have entered
Bangladesh and the
country has given
them shelter, says
Foreign Minister

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The European Commis-
sion, the EU’s executive
arm, launched an ‘infringe-
ment procedure’ into Hun-
gary’s new Defence of Na-
tional Sovereignty law,
setting Hungary’s Prime
Minister Viktor Orbán on a
collision course with the
bloc. Under the controver-
sial law, Hungarian author-

ities will be able to use the
intelligence services to in-
vestigate individuals and
organisations involved in
the democratic and electo-
ral process and allegedly
receiving foreign funds.

Violation of EU values
The Commission said the
law, which came into e�ect
in December, violated the
democratic values of the
EU and the right to privacy

of its citizens and the free-
dom of association among
other concerns. Mr. Orban
claims the law is intended
to curb foreign in�uence in
Hungary.

Mr. Orban, whose Fi-
desz party has a parlia-
mentary majority, is no
stranger to being isolated
from his EU and Western
allies. The Hungarian lead-
er was initially an outlier
blocking a $54 billion EU

aid package for Ukraine an-
nounced on February 1.
Mr. Obran eventually lifted
his veto. 

He has also been hold-
ing out on a parliamentary
vote to ratify Sweden’s
membership to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisa-
tion (NATO).

The Hungarian govern-
ment will have two months
to respond to the EU’s in-
fringement notice. 

EU and Hungary at odds once again
over country’s new ‘sovereignty’ law 
Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

I
srael Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Neta-
nyahu on February 7

rejected Hamas’ terms for
a cease�re and hostage-re-
lease agreement, calling
them “delusional,” a posi-
tion that complicates ef-
forts to strike a deal bet-
ween the sides. Mr.
Netanyahu vowed to press
ahead with Israel’s war
against Hamas until achiev-
ing “absolute victory.”

Mr. Netanyahu made
the comments shortly after
meeting the visiting U.S.
Secretary of State, Antony
Blinken, who has been tra-
veling the region in hopes
of securing a cease-�re
agreement.

“Surrendering to Ha-
mas’ delusional demands
that we heard now not on-
ly won’t lead to freeing the
captives, it will just invite
another massacre,” Mr. Ne-
tanyahu said in a nationally
televised evening news

conference.
“We are on the way to

an absolute victory,” Mr.
Netanyahu said, adding
that the operation would
last months, not years.
“There is no other solu-
tion.” He ruled out any ar-

rangement that leaves Ha-
mas in full or partial
control of Gaza. 

Hamas laid out a de-
tailed, three-phase plan to
unfold over 4 1/2 months,
responding to a proposal
drawn up by the United

States, Israel, Qatar and
Egypt. The plan stipulates
that all hostages would be
released in exchange for
hundreds of Palestinians
imprisoned by Israel, in-
cluding senior militants,
and an end to the war.

Israel PM rejects Hamas truce terms,
vows to �ght until ‘absolute victory’ 

Grim reminder: A woman looks at a placard with photos of Israelis,

killed in Hamas’s attack of October 7, in Jerusalem. GETTY IMAGES

Benjamin Netanyahu’s comments come shortly after meeting the visiting U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken; he says

surrendering to Hamas’ delusional demands will not lead to freeing the captives, it will just invite another massacre

Associated Press
TEL AVIV

Saudi Arabia has told
Washington it will not
establish ties with Israel
until an independent
Palestinian state “is
recognised”, the Gulf

kingdom’s Foreign
Ministry said in a
statement on Wednesday.

Israeli “aggression” in
Gaza must also stop and
all Israeli forces must
withdraw from the
besieged territory, the
statement said. 

Saudi wants Palestinian
state before Israel ties
Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

9ef7f1b7-76cf-49f0-901a-342f577a2c32
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MARKETS
�

MARKET WATCH

WEDNESDAY % CHANGE

Sensex ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 72,152 ddddddddddddddddddd -0.04

US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 82.96 dddddddddddddddddddd 0.10

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 63,370 dddddddddddddddddddd 0.26

Brent oil dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 78.85 dddddddddddddddddddd 0.45

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3229.85. . . . . . . . . . 26.10

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1255.65. . . . . . . . -17.45

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6177.95. . . . . . . . -19.35

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2981.15. . . . . . . . . . 50.20

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1069.10. . . . . . . . . . 19.05

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 7701.90. . . . . . . . -18.50

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1596.20. . . . . . . . . . -0.85

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6709.20. . . . . . . . 111.05

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1134.30. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.25

BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 602.05. . . . . . . . . . -7.25

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5078.25. . . . . . . . . . 71.20

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1438.75. . . . . . . . . . 13.30

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 452.65. . . . . . . . . . . . 4.00

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3731.80. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.30

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6179.75. . . . . . . . . . 13.15

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3927.65. . . . . . . . -16.95

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2111.50. . . . . . . . . . 45.50

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1615.35. . . . . . . . . . -8.40

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1429.95. . . . . . . . -14.15

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 605.15. . . . . . . . . . 12.40

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4793.35. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.90

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 592.25. . . . . . . . . . . . 7.35

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2425.45. . . . . . . . . . -0.90

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1022.15. . . . . . . . . . -4.25

IndusInd Bank. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1515.35. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.95

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1693.75. . . . . . . . -35.70

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 431.80. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.40

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 836.60. . . . . . . . . . 17.85

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1792.60. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.60

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3394.70. . . . . . . . -29.55

LTIMindtree Ltd. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5447.90. . . . . . . . -22.40

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1721.00. . . . . . . . . . -6.65

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 10935.70. . . . . . . . . . 90.85

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2499.60. . . . . . . . . . 42.95

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 330.70. . . . . . . . . . -3.50

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 271.90. . . . . . . . . . -0.40

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 267.95. . . . . . . . . . -6.30

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2884.30. . . . . . . . . . 28.70

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1469.45. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.45

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 675.25. . . . . . . . . . 25.00

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1496.20. . . . . . . . . . 21.10

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1166.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.65

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 933.80. . . . . . . . . . -5.75

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 144.40. . . . . . . . . . -0.25

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4083.40. . . . . . . . -52.60

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1318.00. . . . . . . . -33.05

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3576.50. . . . . . . . . . 17.35

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . 10226.50. . . . . . . . 177.75

UPL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 477.80. . . . . . . . . . -4.05

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 495.20. . . . . . . . . . -4.45

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4

p.m. on February 07

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 82.77. . . . . . . . . . 83.09

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 89.11. . . . . . . . . . 89.46

British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 104.57. . . . . . . . 104.98

Japanese Yen (100). . . . . . .. . . . . 55.94. . . . . . . . . . 56.16

Chinese Yuan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 11.51. . . . . . . . . . 11.56

Swiss Franc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 94.92. . . . . . . . . . 95.30

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 61.61. . . . . . . . . . 61.86

Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 61.41. . . . . . . . . . 61.65

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 17.37. . . . . . . . . . 17.45

Australian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 54.01. . . . . . . . . . 54.23

Source:Indian Bank

HDFC Bank said it had raised $300 million
through its �rst ever sustainable �nance bond
issue. This is part of an overall fund raising of
$750 million through Regulation S Bonds. While
$300 million has been raised for a tenure of three
years with a 95 basis points spread over
comparable U.S. Treasury notes, another $450
million has been raised for a tenure of 5 years,
with a spread of 108 basis points over U.S.
Treasury notes, the private sector lender said. 

HDFC Bank raises $750 mn
through Regulation S Bonds 

INBRIEF
�

Hindustan Unilever Ltd. (HUL) on Wednesday
announced key changes to its management
committee, e�ective April 1. Shiva
Krishnamurthy (49) will join the committee as
executive director, Foods and Refreshment.
Srinandan Sundaram, currently executive
director, Foods and Refreshment, will take over
as the executive director, Homecare. Deepak
Subramanian, executive director, Homecare, will
be moving on to a new role overseas. 

HUL announces key
management changes 

Indraprastha Gas Ltd. (IGL) signed MoUs with
two technology partners during ‘India Energy
Week 2024’ to establish Compressed Biogas
(CBG) plants in Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan and
U.P. The biogas produced from these 19 plants
would be fed into IGL’s City Gas Distribution
(CGD) network. The partnership aims to produce
0.45 million metric standard cubic metres per
day of biogas from waste, equivalent to 5% of
IGL’s daily requirements, the company said. 

IGL signs MoUs to set up 
19 CBG plants in four States 

E
asing food prices
may help cool In-
dia’s consumer

price in�ation (CPI) in Ja-
nuary from the four-month
high of 5.7% recorded in
December, price trends for
food plates and essential
commodities for the last
month indicate.

Signi�cant drop
Food in�ation had hit 9.5%
in December, with urban
consumers facing a 10.4%
uptick in prices. Bank of
Baroda (BoB) economists
said they expect retail in-
�ation, o�cial data for
which is due on Monday, to
ease to 4.7% in January,

with the pace of price rise
for essential commodities
slowing to 3.9%.

Moreover, vegetable
thali costs rose 5% year-on-

year in January compared
with 12% in December, as
per Crisil’s monthly food
plate assessments, while a
non-vegetarian plate’s cost

declined 13% on a sharp
drop in broiler prices.

“The cost of vegetarian
thali increased due to a
surge of 35% and 20% year-
on-year in the prices of
onion and tomato, respec-
tively. Price of rice (ac-
counting for 12% of vege-
trian thali cost) and pulses
(9%) also increased 14%
and 21% year-on-year, res-
pectively,” Crisil Market In-
telligence and Analytics
wrote in a note. But com-
pared with December 2023
levels, both vegetarian and
non-vegetarian plate costs
slid 6% and 8%.

As many as 17 of the 20
commodities tracked in
BoB’s Essential Commodi-
ty Index registered a sof-
tening of prices, including

onions, tomatoes, and
pulses such as arhar, the
bank’s economist Dipanwi-
ta Mazumdar wrote in a
note. On a month-on-
month basis, the index fell
1% in January, the sharpest
drop since September.

“We expect the headline
CPI to settle at around 4.7%
in January, and a favoura-
ble base would also pro-
vide the desired cushion to
this number. However,
what needs to be closely
watched is the evolution of
these numbers, especially
vegetable prices,” she said.

While easing vegetable
prices played a big role in
the index’s moderation for
January, some of the prices
have begun showing an up-
tick in the past week.

‘Retail in�ation likely eased in Jan.’ 
Vegetable thali cost increased 5% year-on-year in January compared with 12% in December, as per Crisil’s monthly food

plate assessments; Bank of Baroda economists said they foresee price rise for essential commodities slowing to 3.9%

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A�ordable bite: ‘Easing vegetable prices played a huge role in the

consumer price index’s likely moderation in January’. AFP

Union Minister of Petro-
leum & Natural Gas Har-
deep S. Puri said India’s re-
forms in the energy sector,
including diversi�cation of
sources of imports and
changes in gas-pricing me-
chanism, had ensured
prices of petrol and diesel
in India declined while glo-
bal prices were surging. 

He spoke at the India
Energy Week 2024.

((The writer is in Goa at
Federation of Indian Petro-
leum Industry’s invitation)

‘Energy
reforms kept
fuel prices
a�ordable’

Lalatendu Mishra
BETUL, GOA

Microsoft Corp.’s Chair-
man and Chief Executive
O�cer Satya Nadella
kicked o� his India visit
with a straightforward Ar-
ti�cial Intelligence (AI)
pitch to Indian businesses:
start deploying AI systems
quickly, or fall behind.
“The �rst [imperative] is to
just adopt some of these
products like Copilot fast,”
Mr. Nadella told an au-
dience of business and
technology executives here
on Wednesday, referring to
the company’s interactive
chatbot product.

Mr. Nadella compared
the AI wave to Great Bri-
tain’s massive investments
in rail transportation, argu-
ing that investments in the
technology could boost In-
dia’s GDP. 

“In India’s case … this is
one of the highest growth
markets, you see the bu-
oyancy of it, the govern-
ment and all of you have
high ambitions for what’s
going to happen even by
2025,” Mr. Nadella noted.

Mr. Nadella’s visit comes
as �rms such as Microsoft
and Google’s parent Alpha-
bet Inc. see India as a pro-
mising market both as a
source for AI talent, as well
as in terms of a market
where big corporate �rms
can buy AI products for
their own businesses.

AI skilling
Mr. Nadella also an-
nounced that the �rm
would provide AI skilling
opportunities to 20 lakh
Indians by 2025. “Making
sure that [the Indian work-
force has] the skills in or-
der to be able to thrive in
this new age is the most im-

portant thing that any of us
can be doing,” he said.

Puneet Chandok, who
recently joined as the India
president at Microsoft, ex-
pressed optimism that AI
talent from India would
make a signi�cant contri-
bution to the sector. “Ev-
ery sixth AI researcher and
technologist in the world is
coming from India,” he
said, adding that a quarter
of the new workforce in
coming years would be
from India.

Mr. Nadella referred to
‘Moore’s law,’ which essen-
tially amounts to the prin-
ciple that computing pow-
er constantly increases at
lower cost. “Moore’s law is
very much alive when it
comes to AI,” Mr. Nadella
said, seeking to assuage
concerns on the resource-
intensiveness (and high

cost) of AI applications.
“The cost curves of AI are
only going to come down,”
he asserted.

Regulating AI
The Union government has
exhibited openness to let-
ting Big Tech �rms such as
Microsoft and Google de-
velop and deploy AI appli-
cations quickly. In res-
ponse to a query on
Tuesday, Minister of State
for Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said that
“The only consistent agen-
da we have [when meeting
and talking to �rms deve-
loping AI] is that … you can
only o�er AI that is safe
and trusted in India”.

Mr. Chandrasekhar re-
ferred to a Google Bard
chatbot response from No-
vember, which called two
right-wing news platforms
‘biased,’ and said that ex-
perimental models needed
to be supervised. “You
can’t ‘trial’ a car on the
road and when there is an
accident say, ‘whoops, it is
just on trial. You need to
sandbox [such models].”

(The writer was in Mum-
bai at the invitation of Mi-
crosoft)

Nadella’s sales pitch for AI
in India: start adopting fast
or risk being left behind 
Aroon Deep
MUMBAI

Wooing India: The cost curves of AI are only going to come down,

says Microsoft’s Chairman and CEO Satya Nadella. AP 

The only consistent
agenda we have is that...
you can only o�er AI that
is safe and trusted in
India 

RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR
Minister of State, MeitY

India would become the
largest source of global oil
demand growth by 2030,
while growth in developed
economies and China in-
itially would slow and sub-
sequently reverse, the In-
ternational Energy Agency
(IEA) said in its ‘Indian Oil
Market Outlook to 2030’
report released at the India
Energy Week 2024 in Goa.

Urbanisation, indus-
trialisation, emergence of a
wealthier middle-class
keen on mobility and tou-
rism and e�orts to improve
access to clean cooking,
would spur expansion in
oil demand, the IEA said. 

“India is on track to post
an increase of almost 1.2
mb/d (million barrels/day),
accounting for more than
one-third of the projected
3.2 mb/d global gains, to
reach 6.6 mb/d by 2030,”
the IEA added. 

Massive industrial ex-
pansion would see diesel
continuing to remain the
single largest source of oil
demand growth, account-
ing for almost half of the
rise in India’s demand and
more than one-sixth of to-
tal global oil demand
growth through to 2030. 

Jet kerosene demand is
set to grow at about 5.9%
per year on an average, but
from a low base compared
with other countries. 

Gasoline would grow by
0.7% on average, as electri-
�cation of the vehicle �eet
dampens demand.

Also, biofuels are ex-
pected to play a key role in
India’s decarbonisation of
the transport sector.

(The writer is in Goa at
Federation of Indian Petro-
leum Industry’s invitation)

‘India to be
biggest driver
of oil demand
growth by
year 2030’ 

Lalatendu Mishra
BETUL, GOA

India’s trade with China
reached record levels in
2023, said the Chinese en-
voy to India, indicating
that bilateral trade had sur-
passed 2022 �gures des-
pite a slowdown mid-year.
Speaking at an event cele-
brating the Chinese New
Year, the envoy, Charge
D’A�aires Ma Jia said that
the growth in trade, to
$136.2 billion, went along
with other areas of “im-
provement” in bilateral
ties, pointing to the infor-
mal meeting between

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping in August.

In 2022, bilateral trade
had reached a record
$135.98, with imports from
China surpassing $100 bil-
lion driven by a 21% rise in

inbound shipments des-
pite the continuing bilater-
al tensions over the mili-
tary stando� at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

“Over the past year, Chi-
na-India relations have
shown a positive momen-
tum of improvement,” Ms.
Ma said, addressing guests
at a reception held at the
Chinese Embassy on Tues-
day. “President Xi Jinping
and Prime Minister Modi
reached important consen-
sus on stabilising bilateral
ties. China supported In-
dia’s presidency of both
G20 and SCO. 

“Bilateral trade volume

reached $136.2 billion last
year, with a year-on-year
growth of 1.5%. India’s ex-
ports to China also in-
creased by 6%,” she added,
indicating that the bilateral
trade de�cit, which India
has been seeking to shrink,
could also be lower, ac-
cording to the �gures that
were announced o�cially
for the �rst time.

Despite the increased
engagement, China has not
appointed an Ambassador
in over 16 months, the lon-
gest period so far, and the
two countries have also
not resumed direct �ights
between them.

India-China bilateral trade hit a new
record in 2023, says Chinese envoy 
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Ma Jia
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Captain Uday Saharan said that winning a close semifinal clash

against South Africa will benefit India in the ICC U-19 World Cup title

clash. “We got a taste of close games and that will be good in the

final. We don’t let the morale get low in the dressing room at all.

The environment and coaches are superb,” Saharan said.

We got taste of a close game, which
will be good in �nal: Saharan

TRIAL BY FIRE

GETTY IMAGES
X

Ian Botham feels England’s Bazball approach has infused new life

into Test cricket. “Playing against India 20-30 years ago in India, the

grounds were heaving. Suddenly, the IPL came along and so did ODI

cricket and the crowds then plummeted. People are now coming

back and wanting to see Bazball,” Botham said.

Botham credits England for
infusing life into Test cricket

BAZBALL EFFECT

K.R. DEEPAK
X

Rishabh Pant is confident of playing the entire IPL but could only be

available as a batter and not behind the stumps, Delhi Capitals

head coach Ricky Ponting said. “Rishabh is very confident that he’s

going to play. In what capacity we’re not quite sure yet. We’re not

sure if we’ll get wicketkeeping out of him this year,” Ponting said.

Pant con�dent of playing entire
IPL: Capitals head coach Ponting

READY

FILE PHOTO
X

England under Ben Stokes prefers organic conversations about the

game, said Joe Root. “We don’t do team meetings. That’s one of the

great things about how we do conversations away from the game...

we don’t have to sit in a meeting room, and I think it’s more

authentic when you can have it around a dinner table,” he said.

We don’t do team meetings
anymore: Root on Bazball culture

NEW ROUTE

K.R. DEEPAK

Shrivalli Bhamidipaty
matched the 16-year-old
Russian sensation Alina
Korneeva for nearly two
hours and 30 minutes be-
fore losing 5-7, 6-4, 6-4 in
the pre-quarter�nals of the
L&T Mumbai Open WTA
tennis at the CCI on
Wednesday.

Shrivalli got o� to a �ier
with an early break and hit-
ting her strokes with con-
viction. She won the �rst
set after Korneeva failed to
serve it out at 5-4.

Shrivalli fought well in
the second set also after
trailing 1-4. She hit �uently
on both �anks and was
able to get to the drops and
place them nicely beyond
Korneeva’s reach.

In the climax of the
third set, Shrivalli did not
let the 134th-ranked Kor-
neeva convert two match

points at 5-2. But the
strong-built Russian — who
was world No. 1 junior last
year, having won two Ju-
nior Grand Slams — was
able to serve it out on the
next chance.

The two other Indians
in the second round, Rutu-
ja Bhosale and Sahaja Ya-
malapalli, will play their
matches on Thursday.

The results:

Pre-quarterfinals: Darja
Semenistaja (Lat) bt Amandine
Hesse (Fra) 2-6, 6-4, 6-4; Arianne
Hartono (Ned) bt Arina
Rodionova (Aus) 6-4, 6-4; Storm
Hunter (Aus) bt Laura Pigossi
(Bra) 6-3, 6-3; Alina Korneeva bt
Shrivalli Bhamidipaty 5-7, 6-4,
6-4.

Doubles: Quarterfinals: Zhibek
Kulambayeva (Kaz) & Sohyun
Park (Kor) bt Carole Monnet &
Ekaterina Yashina 7-6(4),
6-1; Pre-quarterfinals: Natalia
Dzalamidze (Geo) & Panna
Udvardy (Hun) bt En-Shuo Liang
& Chia Yi Tsao (Tpe) 4-6, 6-4,
[10-7]; Dalila Jakupovic (Slo) &
Sabrina Santamaria (USA) bt
Vaishnavi Adkar & Sahaja
Yamalapalli 6-3, 7-6(1).

Korneeva stops a �ghting Shrivalli,
books a spot in the quarter�nals

Plugging away: Korneeva brushed aside an early challenge from

Shrivalli. KAMESH SRINIVASAN 

MUMBAI OPEN

Kamesh Srinivasan
MUMBAI

T
he Indian women’s
hockey team conti-
nued its downward

spiral, losing its third con-
secutive match in the FIH
Pro League 3-0 against
Australia at the Kalinga Sta-
dium on Wednesday.

An aggressive start and
a wasted early penalty cor-
ner was the lone bright
spot for the team that has
been struggling to get
anything going for it. 

Nothing seems to be
working for the team, with
every player in every de-
partment appearing more
desperate than decisive on
the �eld. 

Australia has been less
than impressive here, but
on Wednesday, it was
clearly the superior side.
Its �rst goal exposed both
the Indians’ lack of tactical
awareness and their �t-
ness. 

Kaitlin Nobbs ran away
with the ball on the coun-
ter and had entered the cir-
cle, composed herself and
the ball and was ready to
shoot before the Indians

could back-pedal into de-
fence. Grace Stewart, again
left unmarked, only had to
de�ect it in.

Nobbs got one of her
own later, again all alone in
a one-on-one situation
with the goalkeeper and an
absent defence. 

In between, India
earned a few PCs, but Gur-
jit Kaur’s �icks had no pow-
er to cause any trouble
even as Australia made its
lone one count. The Indian
forwards also struggled to
get shots on target as the
host looked like a team
playing out of its league.

Earlier in the day, China

returned to winning ways
with a 3-1 victory against
the USA to remain second
on the points table, easily
�nding ways past the
American defence to
create scoring chances ear-
ly on. 

The second half saw
USA step on the attack and
earn a series of PCs but
were thwarted by both the
Chinese defence and the
post before �nally getting
one past.

The results: China 3 (Wen Dan 2,
Meirong Zou) bt USA 1
(Jacqueline Sumfest); Australia 3
(Grace Stewart, Tatum Stewart,
Kaitlin Nobbs) bt India 0.

India in free fall as it loses
again, this time to Australia

Unstoppable: Australia’s players celebrate after a lacklustre India failed to mount a decent challenge. BISWARANJAN ROUT 

Grace, Tatum, and Kaitlin �nd the net for the visitors; China returns to winning ways 

with a 3-1 result against the USA and remains second in the points table 

FIH PRO LEAGUE

Uthra Ganesan
BHUBANESWAR

It has been 20 years since
Steve Harmison blew away
a formidable West Indies
batting line-up at Kingston.
In a furious spell of pace
and bounce, he took seven
for 12 to bowl the West In-
dies out for 47, its lowest
Test total.

England won that match
by 10 wickets and went on
to clinch its �rst series in
the West Indies since 1968;
the series had been decid-
ed before Brian Lara made
400 not out in the �nal
Test. Harmison believes
what England achieved
against India in the �rst
Test at Hyderabad is more
remarkable.

“It is England’s greatest
win overseas I have seen in
isolation,” Harmison, who
is doing radio commentary
for listeners of talkSport
back home, told The Hin-
du.

“England’s wins here in
India in 2012 and in Austra-
lia in 2010-11 have been the
best series victories. And
this England side has a
chance to emulate that. To
play the way it did in Hyde-
rabad I thought it was the
greatest win I ever saw.”

Ollie Pope’s 196 in the
second innings played a
key role in that victory. “He
was concise with his move-
ments and his shot selec-
tion and execution were
brilliant,” Harmison, who
took 226 wickets from 63
Tests, said. 

“And he has nailed
down the No. 3 position,
which has always been a
problem for England.”

Harmison said the cur-
rent series has produced
some splendid cricket. “It
has been a brilliant series,”
he said. 

“I think both sides have
played positively and tried
to win, and that has made
for better cricket. India will
be favourite in its own
backyard but England has
given it something to think
about.”

High-quality stu�

As a former quick, Harmi-
son said he enjoyed watch-
ing some high quality pace
bowling in the series by Jas-
prit Bumrah and James An-
derson. “Bumrah’s spell in
the �rst innings here was

unbelievable,” he said. “I
think he is the best fast
bowler in the world across
formats at this moment of
time. That one hour in
Hyderabad, in which he
got ( Joe) Root and (Ben)
Duckett out, I thought it
was as good a spell of fast
bowling I have seen in a
long, long time. His skill
was brilliant.”

He said people would
not have expected a seam-
er to take �ve wickets but
spin to be dominant. 

“We got to watch Bum-
rah and Anderson, who at
41, is the greatest fast bow-
ler the world has ever
seen,” he said. “It was a joy
to watch them bowl.”

Bumrah the best in the world
across formats: Harmison

ENGLAND IN INDIA

P.K. Ajith Kumar
VISAKHAPATNAM

Special one: Harmison said Bumrah’s spell in the second Test

was unbelievable. KVS GIRI

Jasprit Bumrah on Wed-
nesday became the �rst In-
dian pacer to top the ICC
Test rankings after a stellar
performance against En-
gland in Visakhapatnam.

The 30-year-old’s nine-
wicket match haul has
helped him leapfrog Pat
Cummins, Kagiso Rabada
and R. Ashwin, making
him only the fourth from
his country to attain num-
ber one position.

Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja
and Bishan Singh Bedi are
the other Indians who have
been at the top of the
charts.

Bumrah, who was
named Player-of-the-Match
after helping India level the
�ve-match series with a
106-run victory, ended
Ashwin’s 11-month long
reign. Ashwin, on 499 Test
wickets, is now third in the

standings.
Bumrah now has 881 rat-

ing points with Ashwin
(904) and Jadeja (899) the
only India bowlers to have
aggregated more rating
points. Ashwin and Jadeja
also have the unique dis-
tinction of being jointly
top-ranked in March 2017.

The batting rankings see
left-handed opener Yashas-

vi Jaiswal progress 37 plac-
es to 29th after completing
a �ne double-century in
the �rst innings and Shub-
man Gill go up 14 places to
a career-best 38th.

Zak Crawley is another
player to gain after the Vi-
sakhapatnam Test, moving
up eight places to a career-
best 22nd position after
scores of 76 and 73.

The latest rankings have
also factored in perfor-
mances in the one-o� Test
between Sri Lanka and Af-
ghanistan in Colombo.
Prabhath Jayasuriya has
moved up to three places
to a career-best sixth posi-
tion after his eight-wicket
match haul helped the
home side win by 10 wick-
ets.

Bumrah becomes �rst Indian pace
bowler to top the ICC Test rankings

CRICKET

Press Trust of India
DUBAI

Numero Uno: Bumrah’s stellar performances at Visakhapatnam took him to the top. K.R. DEEPAK

Virat Kohli is likely to miss
the third and fourth Tests
too against England due to
personal reasons, a BCCI
source said on Wednesday.

The chances of him
playing in the �nal Test in
Dharamshala (March 7-11)
are also remote, but the
board isn’t looking that far
as the match is still a
month away.

The third Test will be
held in Rajkot from Febru-
ary 15-19, while the fourth
game is in Ranchi from Fe-
bruary 23-27.

“The BCCI has time and
again made it clear that
when it comes to family
matters, it stands �rmly be-
hind the cricketer. It will be
Virat’s call when he is rea-
dy to make a comeback. As
of now, it looks unlikely
that he will play in the se-
ries,” said a BCCI source.

In other team news, K.L.
Rahul is likely to return to
the playing XI and Rajat Pa-
tidar is set to make way for
him. 

Kohli likely to
miss the next
two Tests,
doubtful for
�nal one too

Kohli. GETTY IMAGES

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI
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Rajeshwari Kumari shot 113 and missed making
the women’s trap �nal by one point in the
shotgun World Cup in Rabat on Wednesday.
Bhavya Tripathi (109) and Manisha Keer (106)
were placed 19th and 24th respectively. In men’s
trap, Bhowneesh Mendiratta and Zoravar Sandhu
shot identical 118 for the 17th and 23rd spots
respectively. 

Rajeshwari misses women’s
trap �nal by one point

Punjab beat Kerala 72-63, after trailing till third
quarter, in a men’s league match of the junior
National basketball in Bhubaneswar on Wednesday. 

The results: Men: Chandigarh 65 (Ravinder Kaushik 23,
Himanshu Hooda 18) bt Karnataka 50 (Avinash Nayak 22, N.M.
Vishnu 10, Prithvi Samaresh 10); Punjab 72 (Jessajam Singh
27, Bhanu Pratap Singh 20) bt Kerala 63 (Muhammed Sahal
19, Mohammed Irfan 16, Jims K. Joby 16). 
Rajasthan 92 (Muhammad Ishan 29, Akshith Hooda 21, Banti
Choudhary 20) bt Madhya Pradesh 69 (Ajay 16, Goutham Pal
16) bt Karnataka 61 (Avinash Nayak 22, N.M. Vishnu 12); Tamil
Nadu 85 (S. Deepak 14, Prahaladhan 13, Karan J.
Jayamurugan 10) bt Andhra Pradesh 58 (Sathya Prakash
Gandodi 21, Anil Kumar 12).
Women: Maharashtra 76 (Sanika Phule 19, Bhumika Sarje 16,
Mansi Nirmal 11) bt Chandigarh 45 (Arpita Dey 12, Anshu 10);
Kerala 68 (K.A. Abhirami 24, P.A. Alka 16, S.P. Ankamol 13) bt
Karnataka 45; Punjab 79 (Manmeet Kaur 23, Komal Preet Kaur
20, Mahip Kaur 14, Anchal 10, Nadar Dhillon 12) bt Uttar
Pradesh 69 (Ruby Rajput 25, Nancy Gupta 18); Madhya
Pradesh 56 (Ananya Maheswari 12, Kushi Pal Singh 11) bt
Harayana 38 (Anjali Suresh Kumar 13).

Punjab men rally to put 
it across Kerala 

Having already quali�ed for the playo�s, Puneri
Paltan was in great form as it secured a 31-40 win
over the Bengaluru Bulls at the Thyagaraj Indoor
Stadium in Delhi on Wednesday. 

Inamdar guides Paltan 
to big win over Bulls

INBRIEF
�

Men’s U-19 CWC: 2nd semifinal, Star Sports 1 (SD & HD) &
Hotstar, 1.30 p.m.

LIVE TELECAST

�

P
laying on Centre
Court at 2 in the af-
ternoon, second

seed Sumit Nagal made
light of the hot and humid
conditions, attacked well
from the baseline and vol-
leyed when it mattered to
script a facile 7-5, 6-2 win
over Giovanni Fonio of Ita-
ly in the second round of
the Chennai Open ATP
Challenger tennis here on
Wednesday.

Luca Nardi of Italy, the
top seed, hu�ed and
pu�ed before overcoming
Bernard Tomic of Australia
7-5, 6-3. Nardi will next take
on Stefano Napolitano of
Italy, the �fth seed, who
put it across Dan Added of
France 6-2, 6-1. 

Fonio is an attacking
player much like Nagal ex-
cept that he has a one-
handed backhand unlike
his Indian opponent.
There was little to separate
the two in the �rst set, as
both con�dently held their
serves. Fioni held his serve
at love in the 10th game as
the score was tied at 5-5. So
did Nagal in the next game. 

In the 12th game, the Ita-
lian, ranked 270 in the
world, was broken at 15
when he put a routine
backhand shot from the
baseline straight into the
net. 

Nagal, the highest
ranked Indian in the world
at 121, raced to a 3-0 lead in
the second set with some
attractive forehand cross-
court winners and strong
�rst serves. Fioni’s game
started to fall apart as he
continued to commit far
too many unforced errors

from the baseline. 

In the last singles match
of the day, Dominik Palan
of the Czech Republic beat
back a tough challenge
from Samuel Vincent Rug-
geri of Italy before winning
6-2, 2-6, 6-4. Palan will
challenge Nagal in the
quarter�nals.

Nardi struggled in the
�rst set, but was able to
break Tomic in the 12th
game with a good �nish at
the net to pocket the set.
Tomic looked uninterested
in the second as the Italian
raced to a 3-0 and 4-1 lead.
From thereon, there
wasn’t much of a �ght from
the Australian. 

The results (second round):

Lucas Nardi (Ita) bt Bernard
Tomic (Aus) 7-5, 6-3; Sumit Nagal
bt Giovanni Fonio (Ita) 7-5, 6-2;
Stefano Napolitano (Ita) bt Dan
Added (Fra) 6-2, 6-1; Dominik
Palan (Cze) bt Samuel Vincent
Ruggeri (Ita) 6-2, 2-6, 6-4.

The Indian will face Dominik Palan who beat back a tough challenge from Samuel Vincent Ruggeri; Nardi defeats Tomic to also advance 

CHENNAI OPEN

Second seed Nagal eases past Fioni,
marches into the quarter�nals

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

Working hard: Luca Nardi in action against Bernard Tomic. R. RAVINDRAN. 

Indian para badminton
players Manasi Joshi, Man-
deep Kaur and Palak Kohli
have set sights on excelling
in the World Champion-
ships to be held in Pattaya
from February 20 to 25, as
success there would propel
them to the Paralympics la-
ter this year.

India won 21 medals in
badminton from a historic
total of 111 at the Hangzhou
Para Asian Games last year,
with Manasi and Mandeep
clinching a bronze each in
singles.

There was further suc-
cess in store for both in the
women’s doubles SL3-SU5
event, with Manasi bagging
a silver with Thulasimathi
Murugesan and Mandeep
winning a bronze with
Manisha Ramdass.

“We all are going to be
playing in the World Cham-
pionships for which we are
travelling on February 17.
This is the �nal; this is the
end of the Paralympics

quali�cation year,” Manasi
said. “The quali�cation
process ends on March 31,
from that day our rankings
and the race to Paris will
be frozen and that is why
this World Championship
tournament is important
for all of us,” she added.

Mandeep said training
for two months before the
tournament in Pattaya
would help the shuttlers.

The 21-year-old Palak,
who has recovered from
bone tumour, said she is
more con�dent of over-
coming the challenges
ahead. “My main target
this year is Paris; I am not
looking at anything lesser
than a podium there.”

Manasi, Mandeep
and Palak eye
Paralympics berth

Manasi. FILE PHOTO

PARA BADMINTON WORLDS

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

His police o�cer mother
didn’t want cricket to be
Sachin Dhas’ focus in life
but the father knew that he
was destined to make it big
on the 22-yard strip despite
spending a better part of
his life training on 11-yard
grass tracks that pass for
infrastructure in his home-
town Beed.

On Tuesday, his 96-run
knock, along with skipper
Uday Saharan’s 81, was a
key factor in ensuring that
India sneaked into the age-
group show-piece’s �nal
for a �fth consecutive time.

“You only have half
pitches over here (in
Beed). Sachin came here
with his father when he
was four and a half years
old and even before going
to South Africa, he trained
on half turfs,” said an ec-
static Sheikh Azhar, the

area’s most famous coach
who shaped Dhas’ early
years. Named after the
iconic Mumbaikar, who is
synonymous with Indian

cricket, Sachin is a fan of
Virat Kohli, the modern
great he has perhaps seen
more closely although he
wears the number 10 jer-

sey which was owned by
Tendulkar in every sense
of the word.

“I named him after Sa-
chin Tendulkar when he
was born in 2005 because I
was a huge fan but he also
likes Virat Kohli a lot,” de-
clared his father Sanjay. 

Asked about his practice
hours, Dhas senior re-
vealed, “Four hours in the
morning and three and
half hours in the evening,
including gym work. It’s se-
ven and half hours per day.
I must give credit to Azhar,
his coach. Without him, we
wouldn’t have seen this
day.” 

“The training part in
Beed was certainly tough
but not the selection part
in age group state teams.
Maharashtra Cricket Asso-
ciation (MCA) has been fair
to my son. He performed
at every level and he was
always picked on merit.”

Sachin’s journey won’t
stop at the U-19 level and a
tough initiation to senior
cricket is waiting for him.

From Beed to Benoni— the
incredible journey of Sachin 

Making heads turn: Sachin has been one of the finds from this

edition of the U-19 World Cup. GETTY IMAGES

U-19 WORLD CUP

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Black Caps seamer Kyle Ja-
mieson claimed four wick-
ets on Wednesday to drive
New Zealand to a 281-run
win over South Africa with
a day to spare in the �rst
Test.

Dogged resistance from
the tourists ended with
their dismissal for 247 at
Mount Maunganui as the
Black Caps notched their
second-biggest Test victory
by runs.

New Zealand is a step
closer to a maiden series
win over South Africa after
17 previous failed attempts,
dating back to 1931.

Given their struggles at
Bay Oval, the vastly inexpe-
rienced Proteas will need a
dramatic turnaround to
win the second and �nal
Test, starting on Tuesday
in Hamilton.

New Zealand took con-
trol with 511 in its �rst in-
nings and never looked like
losing when the tourists
—�elding six debutantsw-
ere dismissed for 162.

The hosts declared at
their overnight 179 for four
leaving South Africa to
chase an unrealistic target
of 529.

Jamieson ensured they
never came close, taking
four for 58. The most cru-
cial wicket was that of Da-
vid Bedingham, who raced
to a career-high 87 o� 96
balls before he mistimed a
pull shot to midwicket

soon after tea.
It ended a 105-run stand

with Keegan Petersen, who
also failed to control a Ja-
mieson short ball on 16.

A resolute 63-run stand
for the third wicket was
broken by Jamieson, who
snared Raynard van Ton-
der at �rst slip for 31 before
Zubayr Hamza’s attempted
pull shot on 36 �ew gently
to mid-on.

Mitchell Santner �n-
ished with three for 59.

The scores:

New Zealand 511 & 179/4 decl,
beat South Africa 162 & 247 in 80
overs (David Bedingham 87,
Zubayr Hamza 36, Ruan de
Swardt 34 n.o. Raynard van
Tonder 31, Jamieson 4/58,
Santner 3/59). New Zealand won

by 281 runs to lead two-match

series 1-0. Player-of-the-Match:
R. Ravindra.

Jamieson and Santner bowl 
New Zealand to massive win

SA IN NZ

Agence France-Presse
MOUNT MAUNGANUI

Enforcer: Jamieson who used the bouncer intelligently is congratulated by Henry and Southee

for snaring Bedingham. AP

Bikramjeet Chawla advanced to the semi�nals
after top seed Atharva Sharma retired in the
second set of their men’s quarter�nals clash in the
₹200,000 AITA ranking tennis in Chandigarh. 

The results (quarterfinals): Men: Bikramjeet Chawla bt
Atharva Sharma 6-3, 3-2 (conceded); Paramveer Bajwa bt
Rakshat Tarun 6-2, 6-1; Aditya Mor bt Bhicky Sagolshem 6-3,
7-5; Arjun Rathi bt Dalwinder Singh 7-6(5), 1-1 (conceded).

Women: Anjali Rathi bt Ritu Rai 7-5, 6-1; Mahika Khanna bt
Ruma Gaikaiwari 7-6(2), 6-3; Ishwari Matere bt Saily Thakkar
6-3, 2-6, 6-2; Sahira Singh bt Snigdha Ruhil 6-2, 6-1.

Bikramjeet advances after top
seed Atharva concedes

The ad-hoc committee run-
ning the Wrestling Federa-
tion of India (WFI) on Wed-
nesday decided to
postpone the National un-
der-15 and under-20 cham-
pionships, scheduled in
Gwalior from February 11
to 17, to allow the state un-
its more time to get ready
for the event.

Following requests from
some state associations to
reschedule the event, the
panel took the decision. 

“They have urged that
in such a short duration,
they are unable to send the
teams as trials for the same
have not been conducted
till date. 

“Also, they are facing
problems in necessary ar-
rangements like travelling
(and arranging) playing
kit,” said the committee in
a statement.

The new dates will be
decided later.

National
under-15 and
20 wrestling
postponed 

Sports Bureau
KOLKATAWicketkeeper-batter Ek-

nath Kerkar has been a
cricketing nomad for the
last few seasons. The di-
minutive Kerkar learnt his
craft in Mumbai and even
made his First Class debut
for the former Ranji cham-
pion during the 2018 sea-
son. But his career hit a
roadblock as he was
starved of opportunities
and was forced to try his
luck elsewhere.

A chance to represent
Goa came calling after the
Covid-19 pandemic and he
jumped at the opportunity. 

“I made a decent start to
my First Class career. I
scored an unbeaten �fty
on my debut for Mumbai.
But as you know, the com-
petition for places is tough
in Mumbai and I didn’t get
many chances to prove my-
self. I thought it was better
to seek opportunities in
other States. 

“I got a chance to repre-
sent Goa and I played as a

professional for three sea-
sons and did well. But
down the line, I wanted to
challenge myself and it was
then I got a chance to re-
present Chhattisgarh. I was
impressed with the vision
of the State association. 

Young team
“It was a young team and I
thought I could contribute
more as a senior. The
dressing room atmosphere
is great and youngsters

look up to you. This is the
sort of team which I always
wanted to be part of,’’ Ker-
kar, who was the player-of-
the-match in the Kerala-
Chhattisgarh Ranji Trophy
match, said.

On his century that
thwarted Kerala, Kerkar
said the plan was to occupy
the crease and play as the
situation demanded. He
grafted early, wore down
the bowlers and punished
them with his wide reper-
toire of strokes.

“It was a good knock un-
der pressure. I always
thought I had the game to
excel at this level. I concen-
trated on my strengths and
it came good,” said Kerkar,
who has been scoring con-
sistently for Chhattisgarh
this season. 

“We are improving as a
team but we still have a bit
of catching up to do. We
believe in the process and
the results will follow,’’ he
said even while looking for-
ward to the match against
his former team Mumbai
on Friday.

Kerkar enjoying his stint 
with Chhattisgarh 

M.R. Praveen Chandran
RAIPUR

Kerkar. 

9ef7f1b7-76cf-49f0-901a-342f577a2c32

9ef7f1b7-76cf-49f0-901a-342f577a2c32



M ND-NDECM
YK

THE HINDU 

17
Thursday, February 8, 2024
Delhi

9ef7f1b7-76cf-49f0-901a-342f577a2c32

9ef7f1b7-76cf-49f0-901a-342f577a2c32



M ND-NDECM
YK

THE HINDU 

18 Thursday, February 8, 2024
DelhiSport

T
he 2024 Sportstar
Aces Awards will be
held from 6 p.m.

here on Thursday.
This year, there are 24

categories of awards,
among them �ve Popular
Choice and 16 Jury Awards.
The �ve Popular Choice
Awards are Sportsman of
the Year, Sportswoman of
the Year, National Team of
the Year, Club Team of the
Year, and Sporting Mo-
ment of the Year. 

There were more than
two lakh votes for the Pop-
ular Choice Awards, break-
ing all previous records.

The Jury Awards are
Sportsman of the Year (In-
dividual Sports, Track and
Field, Team Sports, Paras-
ports), Sportswoman of
the Year (Individual
Sports, Track and Field,
Team Sports, Parasports),
Coach of the Year, Best
State for Promotion of
Sports, Best Corporate for

Promotion of Sports, Best
PSU for Promotion of
Sports, Best College/Un-
iversity for Promotion of
Sports, Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, Young
Achiever of the Year (Boy),
and Young Achiever of the
Year (Girl).

There will be a Chair-
person’s Award for Sports
for Social Good, honouring
those who have used
sports to make the world a
better place. Besides this,

there will be two special
awards as well: Interna-
tional Icon and Ace of
Aces.

The Sportstar Aces
Awards is presented by
Amul, powered by IDFC
First Bank in association
with Indian Oil. 

The associate partners
are LIC India, State Bank of
India, Greyon Cosmetic,
India Cements, United In-
dia Insurance, NTPC, Ra-
maiah University. The real-

ty partner is Casagrand,
with online grocery partn-
er Big Basket, colour partn-
er Nippon Paint and educa-
tion partner Christ
University. The co-spon-
sors are Pratiyogita Dar-
pan, SSVM and PSG. Addi-
tionally, Signpost is the
Digital OOH Partner, NDTV
is the Broadcast Partner,
Dailyhunt is the Online
Streaming Partner and
Wordswork is the PR
Partner.

2024 Sportstar Aces Awards
to be presented today
There are 24 categories, among them �ve Popular Choice and 16 Jury Awards; there were more

than two lakh votes for the Popular Choice Awards this year, breaking all previous records

Sports Bureau

MUMBAI

Tales of wit: Bindra, right, and the other jury members Somaya, Gavaskar and Aparna share a light

moment at an Aces Awards meeting. FILE PHOTO: NAGARA GOPAL

From being the man who
put India on the global
chess map to now seeing
players slowly overtake his
milestones and cement In-
dia’s reputation as a chess
superpower, Viswanathan
Anand is a content man.
The chess Grandmaster, al-
so a member of the jury for
the Sportstar Aces Awards,
is elated by the kind of year
2023 turned out to be for
the sport in the country. 

“From the point of view
of our chess players rising
to the top, we have �ve pe-
ople qualifying for the Can-

didates [April 3–22, 2024].
The FIDE World Cup and
FIDE Grand Swiss were
some of the most followed
events in India because of
the possibility of our
players qualifying. On top
of that, we had multiple
good results as well. So, a
big year for the sport in
general,” Anand said.

This abundance of ta-
lent poses a “problem” to
the Aces jury, too, while
deciding winners for Sport-
star’s annual sports
honours.

“The ‘problem’ is a very
pleasant one to have. In ev-
ery category, we have to

wade through names and
make some really hard
choices. And this is getting
harder and harder. We’re
not just doing well in
sports we’ve traditionally
done well in, but we’re also

surprising in new sports.
The slate is getting bigger
and bigger. It’s a sportsper-
son’s dream to be sitting
with others from di�erent
areas of sports and discuss-
ing it all. But there are
times when we wish more
than one player could be
honoured,” Anand
explained.

“The Sportstar Aces
Awards becomes a fossil re-
cord, almost, to look back
and see how far we’ve
come. I enjoy these jury
meetings a lot because you
get a quick snapshot of eve-
rything that is happening
in the ecosystem," he said.

Sportstar Aces Awards a fossil
record of Indian sports: Anand

Viswanathan Anand.

Sports Bureau

A second-half strike from
Ryan Williams helped Ben-
galuru FC take a giant leap
in the Indian Super League
here on Wednesday. Wil-
liams’ goal gave the home
side a 1-0 win over Chen-
naiyin FC at the Sree Kan-
teerava Stadium, and po-
wered BFC (14 points) from
eleventh to sixth on the
points table.

Williams came good af-
ter several chances went
abegging for his side. Den-
mark striker Oliver Drost,
making his �rst appea-
rance for BFC, won the ball
in mid�eld and made a
short pass to Halicharan
Narzary. With a silken
through ball, Narzary sent
Williams on a run. The

Australian shrugged o� his
marker and slotted it into
the net.

The introduction of
Drost and Narzary — the
duo came on together as

substitutes — provided im-
petus to the BFC attack.

A lacklustre Chennaiyin
(12 points) dropped one
spot to tenth. 

The visitor, returning to

the �eld after a two-week
break, looked rusty.

BFC dominated posses-
sion and created better
chances. Chennaiyin’s best
opportunity came in the
49th minute, when Connor
Shields had only the custo-
dian to beat. A rushed side-
footed e�ort, however,
sailed over the bar.

The �rst half belonged
to BFC, even if its �nishing
skills left a lot to be de-
sired. 

Sunil Chhetri and Wil-
liams linked well to make
the defenders sweat. Chhe-
tri would be disappointed
to �u� a sitter inside the
box, when he missed a per-
fectly weighted pass served
on a platter. In general,
players from both units
struggled with their �rst
touch, cutting short most
promising advances.

The result: BFC 1 (Ryan Williams
62) bt Chennaiyin FC 0.

Williams' strike does it for BFC

Making a di�erence: Williams shrugged o� his marker and found

the net. K. MURALI KUMAR

ISL-10

Ashwin Achal

BENGALURU
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A
fter its foray into football and
golf, Saudi Arabia’s tennis
ambitions have become one of
the biggest talking points in the

world of sport.
The country successfully hosted the

Next Gen ATP Finals in Jeddah last year
and will continue to do so till 2027 as per
the contract. 

On Tuesday, an exhibition tournament
- 6 Kings Slam - was announced where
Rafael Nadal, Novak Djokovic, Jannik
Sinner, Carlos Alcaraz, Holger Rune, and
Daniil Medvedev will play in Riyadh. It has
also shown interest in hosting the WTA
Finals, something which legends like
Martina Navratilova and Chris Evert
opposed in a recent op-ed for The
Washington Post.

“There should be a healthy debate over
whether ‘progress’ and ‘engagement’ is
really possible or whether staging a Saudi
crown-jewel tournament would involve
players in an act of sportswashing merely
for the sake of a cash in�ux,” wrote the
duo.

Saudi has been accused of using
sportswashing to hide the issues such as
gender discrimination and
homosexuality. In such a scenario, the
debate on whether tennis should make a
move and take the top-tier events to the
Middle East continues.

Indian tennis legend Vijay Amritraj
feels Saudi’s interest cannot be simply
ignored. 

“There has been a huge push by
Martina Navratilova and Chris Evert not to
allow women’s tennis to go to Saudi. It’s
their viewpoint and there are several ways
to look at it,” said the 70-year-old on the
sidelines of an event at the Madras Cricket
Club on Monday, celebrating the 50th
anniversary of India reaching the Davis
Cup Final for the �rst time in the Open
era in 1974.

“When you look at someone
committing a ton of money to sports and
a portion of that money can go for the
development of juniors in various

countries, you have to give it a second
look because the kids that are coming
along, if they are going to miss out on all
of that support, we’ll be doing a
disservice.”

“But let us keep in mind where the
world needs to go and how far we are
willing to push that to the next
generation. It’s a very �ne line,” he added.

The �nal that never happened
Vijay, his elder brother Anand, Jasjit Singh
and Sashi Menon, along with Ramanathan
Krishnan, the non-playing captain, had
created history by beating giants like
Australia and the Soviet Union to reach
the summit clash of the ‘World Cup of
Tennis’ in 1974.

However, their opponent for the �nal
was South Africa, and in protest against
the apartheid policies, India decided to
forfeit the match.

Even after 50 years, Anand and Vijay
both have di�erent takes on whether it
was the right call to not play against South
Africa. “I don’t think it was the right
decision (not to play) because what would
be better than two non-white boys from a
country that people never thought of to
ever be in a Davis Cup �nal to go to South
Africa and beat them in Ellis Park, which
is in Johannesburg,” said Anand, who
came back from two-sets-to-one down to

beat the Soviet Union’s Teimuraz Kakulia
and sealed India’s place in the summit
clash.

“We had a good chance of winning 4-1
or 3-2, and it was a shame we didn’t get
that opportunity because we would have
liked to have that huge Davis Cup trophy
here at the MCC.”

Vijay, on the other hand, puts forward
the perspective of the bigger picture.

“As an athlete, we were disappointed
because what are we playing for? We’re
playing to win, and this was an
opportunity to put India’s name on the
Davis Cup for the �rst time but as human
beings, we were trying to change the
system that the rest of the world took for
granted,” he said.

“Politics is always going to trump
sports because it is ahead and we have to
look at the global picture, but sport, I
believe, can bring countries together.”

Politics is always going to trump
sports, says Vijay Amritraj
India had decided to forfeit the 1974 Davis Cup �nal against South Africa in protest against the latter’s apartheid policies

B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

As an athlete, we were disappointed
because what are we playing for?
We’re playing to win, and this was an
opportunity to put India’s name on
the Davis Cup for the �rst time

VIJAY AMRITRAJ

Nihit Sachdeva
CHENNAI

With a speci�c aim on im-
proving her �tness, Indian
gymnast Pranati Nayak is
hoping to garner success in
four World Cup events and
an Asian Championship to
seal her berth in the Paris
Olympics.

The 28-year-old Pranati,
who represented India at
the Tokyo Olympics, will
take part in the FIG Appa-
ratus World Cup (Qualify-
ing OG) in Cairo from Fe-
bruary 15-18, followed by

two similar events in Baku
from March 7-10 and in Do-
ha from April 17-20.

“I am heading for the
World Cup on Tuesday (Fe-
bruary 13) as quali�cation
for the Olympics is starting
with it. There is a World
Cup in February and one
each in March and April,”
Pranati said.

“I am going especially
for vault since two quotas
are left from it. If I am able
to win medals in at least
two of the four World
Cups, 

“I have a chance to qual-

ify (for the Olympics),” she
said.

“At the Asian Champion-
ships in May, there is one
quota from an Asian coun-
try on the all-round basis. I
will try (to qualify) from
both the ways,” Pranati
added.

Pranati said she has
spent last two months
training under an overseas
coach who has brought
about a signi�cant change
in her methods.

“I have been training at
the Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar under a fo-

reign coach Amani (from
Egypt) for the last two
months. I am con�dent of
doing well because earlier
the �tness levels were also
not high,” she said.

“I would attend just a
camp one month before
any competition which is
not enough. I am hoping to
do well, who does not
want to compete in the
Olympics?” 

“The coach felt I was
lacking in �tness, so he
made me work on it for
one month at a stretch,
even though the perfor-

mances were there. For us
it all depends on exhibi-
tion, improvement in �t-
ness would re�ect in per-
formances,” she added.

Keep pushing
Pranati said her focus has
been on her favourite disci-
pline vault but she has to
keep pushing to better her
all-round score.

“I have to push because
all-round score can be
achieved only with the four
apparatus. In World Cup or
in Games, the focus is
mainly on vault but over-

all, both vault and all-
round are important,” she
said.

Enjoyment, pressure
“There is both, enjoyment
and pressure. Sometimes I
go for events alone and
hope that I would get at
least one medal. I focus on
giving my best. It is not that
one can clinch the gold ea-
sily; your results depend
on your performances.

“But it is also very di�-
cult to end the competition
with the Chinese and Japa-
nese gymnasts,” she said. 

With focus on improving �tness, gymnast
Pranati Nayak hopes for better performances

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Jordan coach Hussein Ammouta
hopes the team’s surprise run to
the Asian Cup �nal will spark
broader development in the
country’s football and propel the
Jordanian players into the Premier
League.

Second-half goals from the
impressive attacking duo of Yazan
al-Naimat and Mousa al-Tamari
sent Jordan into the summit clash
for the �rst time with a 2-0 win
over South Korea.

South Korea’s coach Jurgen
Klinsmann and skipper Son
Heung-min admitted that Jordan,
the lowest-ranked team left in the
tournament, fully deserved its
semi�nal victory.

“The players delivered a heroic
performance,” said Moroccan
Ammouta after taking Jordan into
the �nal for the �rst time at its �fth
Asian Cup.

No matter what happens on
Saturday, the widely admired
Ammouta says the landmark
achievement must be the spark for
something long-lasting in Jordanian
football.

Invest in infrastructure
“We need to invest in
infrastructure, in the training and
formation of our players to reach
higher levels,” he said. “We need to
pay attention to age categories.”

Ammouta says that change is
already afoot, citing the example of
the impressive Tamari who,
together with Naimat, terrorised
South Korea’s shell-shocked
defence.

Tamari, who set Naimat up for
the opening goal in the 53rd
minute before slicing through the
Korean defence for a second 13
minutes later, left Jordan’s
domestic league in 2018.

First came a move to Cypriot
giant APOEL, before leaving for
Belgian football two years later
with Oud-Heverlee Leuven.

Last summer, after 10 goals and
nine assists for the top-�ight
Belgian side, Tamari sealed a free
transfer to Montpellier in France.

Tamari is the only member of
Jordan’s Asian Cup squad playing
in Europe and Ammouta says for
the national side to build on its
success in Qatar more need to
follow in his footsteps.

“What you saw today was the
fruit of several years of work,”
Ammouta said after the South
Korea triumph.

“We have Mousa al-Tamari in
the French league and, hopefully,
we will have four or �ve Jordanian
players in the French league or the
English Premier League.

Great value
“When you look at Japan or Korea,
you see players who are playing
abroad have great value to their
national teams. 

“This is what we should start
planning for — how will we
produce players who will play in
the world’s biggest leagues.

“This a building block that’s part
of a bigger plan.” 

First, Jordan must upset the
odds once again in the �nal in
Doha. Ranked 87th in the world by
FIFA, it will be the underdog in the
summit clash. 

Tamari afterwards attempted to
de�ect from his own
Player-of-the-Match performance
against South Korea.

“This victory started with the
fans, not us,” said Tamari, who was
seated at the post-match press
conference with Ammouta.

“This man told us to have fun —
yes, it was a semi�nal. “He instilled
in us a winning culture. We want to
dedicate this victory to the people
of Morocco and the coach.”

From Asian Cup
�nal to Premier
League? Jordan’s
coach hopes so

The Jordan players have clicked big-time

in Doha. GETTY IMAGES

Agence France-Presse
DOHA
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For feedback and suggestions

for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

X

QUESTION 1

On February 8, 1974, the crew of the
fourth mission to the NASA space
station Skylab returned to ground,
ending the mission. Name the three
astronauts of the crew, all of whom
were on their first space mission.
X

QUESTION 2

The Skylab 4 mission became famous
for a particular incident (see Q3). But
it was also notable for being the first
mission to record a _____ _____ as it
took shape from a space-borne
camera. Fill in the blanks.
X

QUESTION 3

Near the mission’s midpoint, the
three crew members were

overworked and stressed out. For a
planned radio meeting with ground
control, they decided one of the
crew would attend while the other
two caught up on pending tasks.
However, during the meeting, the
crew forgot to turn on their radios,
so ground control received no
updates for the meeting. This
incident acquired mythical
overtones in the press as the first
what in space?
X

QUESTION 4

Following the meeting incident,
NASA o�icials made many changes
to improve the relationship between
ground control and astronauts in
space. One of them was that at least
one astronaut with the ___ would
have to be a veteran, not a
first-timer. Fill in the blank.

X

QUESTION 5

Name the record the Skylab 4 mission set
that the Soviet Salyut 6 EO-1 mission
broke in March 1978.

Answers to February 6 quiz:

1. Third plate of the Maraş Triple
Junction – Ans: African plate

2. Fault that runs from Maraş Triple
Junction to Karlıova Triple Junction –
Ans: East Anatolian Fault

3. Common name for transcurrent fault –
Ans: Strike-slip fault

4. Scale used to measure magnitude of
the aftershocks – Ans: Body-wave

magnitude

5. Scale on which the Turkey-Syria
quakes had the highest magnitude – Ans:

Modified Mercalli Intensity scale

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Shamim
Mondal

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

The end of the Skylab 4 mission and its ‘incident’ 

X

Visual: Name this watch. One of the Skylab 4 crew wore it, making it the first
automatic chronograph in space. DNALOR 01 (CC BY-SA 3.0) 

Please send in your answers to 

science@thehindu.co.in

Vasudevan Mukunth

The Biden administration is setting
tougher standards for deadly soot
pollution, saying that reducing �ne
particle matter from tailpipes,
smokestacks and other industrial sources
could prevent thousands of premature
deaths a year.

Environmental and public health
groups hailed the new Environmental
Protection Agency rule �nalised
Wednesday as a major step in improving
the health of Americans, including future
generations. Industry groups warned it
could lead to loss of manufacturing jobs
and even shut down power plants or
re�neries.

EPA Administrator Michael Regan said
the rule would have $46 billion in net
health bene�ts by 2032, including
prevention of up to 800,000 asthma
attacks and 4,500 premature deaths. He
said the rule will especially bene�t
children, older adults and those with
heart and lung conditions, as well as
people in low-income and minority
communities adversely a�ected by
decades of industrial pollution.

The rule “really does represent what
the Biden-Harris administration is all
about, which is understanding that
healthy people equal a healthy economy,’‘
he told reporters Tuesday. “We do not
have to sacri�ce people to have a
prosperous and booming economy.’‘

The rule sets maximum levels of 9
micrograms of �ne particle pollution per
cubic meter of air, down from 12
micrograms established a decade ago

under the Obama administration.
The rule sets an air quality level that

states and counties must achieve in the
coming years to reduce pollution from
power plants, vehicles, industrial sites
and wild�res. The rule comes as
Democratic President Joe Biden seeks
reelection, and some Democrats have
warned that a tough soot standard could
harm his chances in key industrial states
such as Pennsylvania, Michigan and
Wisconsin.

Administration o�cials brushed aside
those concerns, saying the industry has
used technical improvements to meet
previous soot standards and will be able
to adapt to meet the new standard as
well. Soot pollution has declined sharply
in the past two decades, even as the U.S.
gross domestic product has increased by
more than 50%, Regan said.

“So we’ve heard this argument before,
but the facts are well-established that
these standards really will increase the
quality of life for so many people,
especially those who are
disproportionately impacted,’‘ he said.

Industry groups and Republican
o�cials said before the rule-making that a
limit of 9 micrograms per cubic meter
could sharply increase the number of U.S.
counties in violation of the soot standard.
Companies in those places would have
di�culty obtaining permits to build or
expand industrial plants.

Signi�cantly lowering the standard for
soot emissions “would threaten or
prevent modernisation projects and other
major improvements to paper mills,’‘ the
American Forest and Paper Association
said in a statement.

“As our industry modernises paper
mills, we’re improving air quality,’‘
including reductions in particulate
matter, the group said. The paper lobby
and other industry groups said in a letter
to the White House that a lower soot
standard could force companies to locate
new facilities in foreign countries with
weaker air-quality standards, thereby
undermining the Biden administration’s
economic and environmental goals.

Biden govt.
sets tighter
standards for
soot pollution 

Reducing fine particle matter could prevent
thousands of premature deaths. AP 

There would be $46 billion in net
health bene�ts by 2032, including
prevention of up to 800,000
asthma attacks

Associated Press

W
hat connects ChatGPT
and antibiotics?

History has a curious
answer: 1944. In that year,

scientists proposed the �rst arti�cial
neural network, a technology that later
led to the birth of deep-learning and
arti�cially intelligent systems like
ChatGPT. The same year, biologists
discovered streptomycin, the world’s �rst
aminoglycoside antibiotic. It would soon
revolutionise the treatment of
life-threatening diseases like tuberculosis.

Today, we have a deeper connection
between deep-learning and antibiotics. In
a December 2023 paper in Nature,
scientists have reported discovering a
new class of antibiotics using a form of
deep-learning that has been gaining more
attention.

According to their paper, the last
known structural class of antibiotics was
reported in 2000. Their work has thus
ended a decades-long wait for a new
class.

The researchers were from the Broad
Institute, Integrated Biosciences Inc., the
Wyss Institute for Biologically Inspired
Engineering, and the Leibniz Institute of
Polymer Research.

‘Enhancing drug development’
Unlike previous approaches that used
deep-learning to discover new drugs, the
researchers said they were able to identify
the chemical motifs – technically called
substructures – their model used to check
whether a given compound could be an
antibiotic. This, they wrote, made their
model “explainable”.

The team also demonstrated the
e�cacy of two compounds from this
novel class of antibiotics in mice infected
with methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus
aureus (MRSA). MRSA infections were
responsible for more than 100,000
human deaths in 2019.

Amitesh Anand, a biologist who studies
bacterial metabolism at the Tata Institute
of Fundamental Research, Mumbai,
lauded the study for advancing “our
understanding in speci�c antibiotic
research” and providing “a broader
model for enhancing drug development
strategies”.

AI researcher Vineeth
Balasubramanian, a computer science
and engineering professor at IIT
Hyderabad, called the study “impressive”.
“Being able to isolate substructures that
have a certain tested property may be
critical in scienti�c understanding as well
as expediting drug discovery e�orts,” he
said.

Deep-learning, explain yourself
All arti�cial neural networks are made of
arti�cial ‘neurons’. These are algorithms
that receive an input, perform a
computation, and relay the output.
Deep-learning neural networks have three
or more layers of such ‘neurons’.

Using these neural networks to make
predictions has two steps: training and
testing. In training, the network is
provided with a large amount of
annotated inputs. For example, if the
network is being trained to identify
pictures of cats, it is provided with many
such pictures labelled “cat”.

During testing, the network is shown
images outside the input dataset, e.g. one

of a cat the network hasn’t encountered
during training and another of a dog. If
the network is able to accurately classify
the former as ‘cat’ and the latter as ‘not
cat’, the network is said to have ‘learnt’.

With most deep-learning networks,
researchers have not been able to identify
which aspects of the novel input the
network used to make its evaluation. This
renders most deep learning models a
black box.

On the other hand, the network
reported in the new study was
explainable, which is the opposite.
According to Prof. Balasubramanian, this
would be like “a deep learning model
predicting an image as that of a cat and
then explaining which pixels in the image
helped the model make this prediction”.

This is considered signi�cant in
antibiotic discovery. If deep-learning can
identify potential antibiotics and also
explain what substructures may
contribute to its antibiotic activity,
scientists can synthesise and test
compounds with these substructures
faster.

Predictions and rationales
Inspired to open up the ‘black box’, Felix
Wong, a researcher at the Broad Institute,
co-founder of Integrated Biosciences, and
lead author of the paper, started by
experimentally screening more than
39,000 compounds for their ability to
inhibit the growth of S. aureus. These
contained “most known antibiotics,
natural products, and structurally diverse
molecules,” the authors wrote. They
�nally shortlisted 512 compounds.

Then the team trained a graph neural
network (GNN) on this dataset. A GNN
represents atoms as “nodes” and the
bonds between them as “edges” on a
mathematical graph.

While searching for antibiotics,
researchers are careful to choose
compounds that don’t harm human cells.
Testing the 512 active compounds on
lab-grown human cells, the researchers
found 306 compounds to �t this criterion.
The team also trained other GNNs to
identify cytotoxic compounds.

In the testing phase, the GNNs were
exposed to a database of more than 1.2
crore compounds, and the networks

identi�ed 3,646 compounds that could be
antibiotic.

The researchers hypothesised that the
GNNs made their predictions based on a
molecule’s substructures. (For example,
several antibiotics have substructures
called beta-lactam rings.) The team
dubbed those substructures directly
responsible for a compound’s antibiotic
property ‘rationales’.

Using a di�erent algorithm, the team
determined the rationales of the 3,646
compounds – including previously known
ones like beta-lactam rings,
cephalosporin, and quinolone bicyclic
rings.

Against MRSA and VRE
While determining the rationales for 380
compounds from the set of 3,646, the
team found some that had not been
previously reported and which the GNNs
predicted could confer antibiotic

properties to molecules. One such
rationale was
N-[2-(2-chlorophenoxy)ethyl]aniline
(shown above). On further tests, two
compounds containing this rationale were
found to inhibit the growth of MRSA
cultures by changing the concentration of
hydrogen ions across the bacterial cell

membrane.
Notably, the compounds were also

e�ective against vancomycin-resistant
enterococci (VRE), a bacteria responsible
for more than 5,400 deaths in the U.S. in
2017.

Finally, the team tested one compound
in mouse models of MRSA-related skin
and thigh infections and found that it
e�ectively reduced the extent of infection.

The results mean the team can conduct
more tests to ascertain their potential as
antibiotics against MRSA. According to
Prof. Balasubramanian, “there are many
more studies and steps before a drug
actually gets translated to use”.

A lacuna
The study’s key contribution lies in
making deep-learning approaches to drug
discovery explainable. This, Prof.
Balasubramanian said, is signi�cant
“especially if the method is reproducible
across drug categories”.

Dr. Wong said the team is now applying
substructure rationales to design new
antibiotics. It is also applying the
approach to other drugs, including those
that selectively kill ageing cells and thus
prevent the onset of several age-related
disorders.

Prof. Balasubramanian also �agged one
lacuna in the new study: that the
researchers had assessed the
explainability of their system after they
had predicted the antibiotic property of
certain compounds.

As a result, any error in the
explainability analysis would lead to “one
never [knowing] whether the original
deep-learning method focused on the
wrong substructures or if the follow-up
analysis was incorrect,” Prof.
Balasubramanian explained.

As an alternative, he suggested the
researchers could incorporate
explainability implicitly in their
deep-learning models – a direction that
his group at IIT Hyderabad has been
exploring. According to him, this would
be akin to “teaching the model to learn to
predict via reasoning, which is more
robust”.

(Sayantan Datta is a science journalist
and a faculty member at Krea University.
Tweets at @queersprings.)

In breakthrough, neural network
‘explains’ how it found new antibiotic

A study has reported making deep-learning approaches to drug discovery ‘explainable’, a signi�cant step; scientists have reported discovering a new

class of antibiotics. The last known structural class of antibiotics was reported in 2000. Their work has thus ended a decades-long wait

Artificial neural networks is a circuit of artificial neurons that is organised like neurons are in the brain. Representative image. STEVE JOHNSON/UNSPLASH 

With most deep-learning networks,
researchers have not been able to
identify which aspects of the novel
input the network used to make its
evaluation. This renders most deep
learning models a black box
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