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Maldives President
Mohamed Muizzu

MALDIVES

SCrelief for
Muizzu against
impeachment

Male: In a respite for
Maldives President
Mohamed Muizzu, the
Supreme Court Thursday
ordered the suspension of
a recent amendment to
Parliament's standing or-
ders that had made it eas-
ier for the opposition law-
makers to impeach the
president and the vice
president, local media re-
ports said. The constitu-
tion declares that an im-
peachment motion
against the president or
vice presidentreguires the
vote of two-thirds of the
members of Parliament.
However, the House had
recently amended its
standingorders tomakeit
easier to submit an im-
peachment motion by
lowering the number of
votes required forit. PTI

JAPAN
Fukushima plant
leaked radioactive

water, none hurt

Tokyo: Highly radioactive
water leaked from a treat-
ment machine at the
tsunami-hit Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear power
plant, but no one was in-
jured and radiation mon-
itoring shows no impact
to the outside environ-
ment, the utility operator
said on Thursday. A plant
worker found the leak
Wednesday morning
durnng valve checks. The
machine has been idled
for maintenance work.
An estimated 5.5 metric
tonnes (6 tonnes) of ra-
dioactive water —enough
to fill two ordinary back-
yard swimming pools —
leaked outthroughanair
vent, but no radioactive
water escaped the com-
pound. AP

RUSSIA
Officialsreject
poll bid of leader
whoflayed war

Moscow: Russia's main
election authority on
Thursdayrefused to allow
a politician opposing
Maoscow's military action
in Ukraine on the ballot
for the upcoming presi-
dential election. Boris
Nadezhdin, a local legis-
lator in a town near
Moscow, was required by
law to gather at least
100,000 signatures in
support of candidacy. The
Central Election
Commission declared
more than 9,000 signa-
tures submitted by
Nadezhdin's campaign
invalid. AP

TAIWAN

US, Australia
Japan conduct
drillsinSCS

Taipei: Warships from the
US, Australia and Japan
have held joint drills in
the SouthChinaSeain de-
fiance of Beijing, which
claims sovereignty over
virtually the entire strate-
gic waterway. The US 7th
Fleet that oversees most
US Navy operations in the
region said the guided-
missile destroyer USS
John Finn and combat
ship USS Gabrielle
Giffords carried out oper-
ations with navy ships
from Japan and Australia
on Wednesday and
Thursday.. Beijing objects
to foreign naval opera-
tions in the area. AP

RESULTS TOBEOUT TODAY

Pak polls: Sharif party in tough fight

with candidates backed by Imran

Huge turnout despite violence during polling; mobile Internet services downed across country

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD FEBRUARY B

JAILED EX-PREMIER Imran Khan's
Palastan Tehreek-e-Insaf party-
backed indeendents were
Thursday posing a tough chal-
lenge to candidates from three-
time former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif's party inthe crucial
Punjab province, according to ini-
tial trends of the general elections
marred by sporadic violence.
The Election Commission of
Pakistan(ECP)had deprived jailed
71-year-old former cricketer-
turned-politician’s party of the
electoral symbol of ‘bat’, forcing it
to field independentcandidates.
Thepolling started at 8 am and
continued without any break till
5 pm. The polling percentage is
not yet known, In the 2018 elec-
tions, overall voter turnout across
the nation was 51.7 per cent.
Private TV channelsbegan re-
porting results onthe basis of par-
tial counting, which showed that
Sharif'sPakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and PTl-sup-
ported independent candidates
were necl-in-neck in the most
populous Punjab province, which
sends almaost half of the represen-
tatives to the National Assembly.

Xi dials Putin,
urges ‘close
strategic
coordination'

REUTERS
BEIJING, FEBRUARY 8

CHINA'S PRESIDENT Xi Jinping
told Russian President Viadimir
Putin that the two countries
should pursue close strategicco-
ordination and defend the sov-
ereignty, security and develop-
mentinterests of their respective
countries, state media said.

During a phone call with
Putin on Thursday, Xi said both
sides should resolutely oppose
mterference ininternal affairs by
external forces, state broadcaster
CCTV said. The two countries
should also cultivate new dy-
namics of cooperation and
maintain the stability of the in-
dustrial chain and supply chain,
Xi was quoted as saying.

Voters at a polling station in Islamabad on Thursday. Former PM Nawaz Sharif casts his vote in Lahore. Reuters

Shanf and hisyounger brother
Shehbaz were leadingintheirre-
spective seats from Lahore.

InSindh, the Pakistan Peoples
Party(PPP)candidates werelead-
ing in most of the constituencies,
with its leaders Bilawal Bhutto
Zardan and Asif AliZardariahead
intheir constituencies. But thesit-
uation in Karachi, the capital of
Sindhwith 22 National Assembly
seats, was different and
Muttahida Qaumi Movementand
PT1 candidates were performing

better. In Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
independent candidates sup-
ported by the PTT were leading .
Balochistan, which is the largest
province but sends only 15 law-
makers tothe parliament, showed
mixed results and none of the
party was in the clearlead.
Sharif has expressed confi-
dence that his party would win
elections. The ECP said it has re-
solved 76 poll-related complaints.
Soon after the voting started,
mobile services in Pakistan were

suspended due tothe" deteriorat-
Ingsecurity situation”,

Despite the suspensionof cel-
lular and internet services, a large
number of people across Pakistan
exercised their right to vote to
elect lawmakers fornational and
provincial assemblies - on 855
constituencies.

At least 12 people, including 10
secunty personnel, were killed on
the election day as the forces re-
pulsed 51 terrorist attacks aimed
at disrupting the polling. PTI

ICELAND VoLCANO ERUPTS AGAIN

Magic
number:
® 133 seats

EXPLAINED

TO FORM a government, a
party has towin 133 seats
in the 266-member
National Assembly (NA).
Election to one seat has
beenpostponed following
the death of a candidate.

Lavaspills onto the road at Grindav, Iceland, on Thursday. A volcano in southwesternIceland has erupted for the third time
since December and sent jets of lava into the sky. The eruption on Thursday morning triggered evacuations. AP

Israel intensifies strikes on Rafah, Blinken

says civilian death toll in Gaza too high

REUTERS
DOHA/TEL AVIV.FEB 8B

ISRAELI FORCES bombed areas
in the southern border city of
Rafah where more than half of
Gaza's population is sheltering
on Thursday, a day after Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
rejected a proposal to end the
war in the Palestinian enclave.

The rejection followed in-
tense diplomacytoend the four-
and-a-half-month conflict be-
fore a threatened Israeli assault
onRafah.

U.N. Secretary General
Antonio  Guterres  said
Wednesday that pushing into
Rafah on the border with Egypt
would "Increase what is already

Peopleblock road as they protest delivery of humanitarian
aid to Gaza and demand immediate release of hostages, at
Kerem Shalom crossing, Israel, on Thursday. Reuters

a humanitarian nightmare with
untold regional consequences.”
Israel says it takes steps to

avoid civilian casualties and ac-
cuses Hamas militants of hiding
among civilians.

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, who had shuttled be-
tween mediators in pursuit of a
deal this weekon hisfifthtripto
the region since the start of the
war, said he'still saw room for ne-
gotiations.

Blinken also said that the
civilian death toll was still too
high and reiterated that Israel's
military operation should put
civilians first and foremost.

“And that's especially true in
the case of Rafah, where there
are somewhere between 1.2 and
1.4 million people, manyofthem
displaced from other parts of
Gaza." He said he had suggested
someways to minimise harmin
talks with Israeli leaders, but
gave nodetails. Blinken returned
tothe USonThursday afternoon.

Zelenskyy removes
top general: ‘Move
to ensure victory’

Kyiv: President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy of Ukraine said
Thursday he had removed his
top general in the most signifi-
cant leadership shake-up since
Russia invaded Ukraine almost
two years ago. While praising
Gen. Valery Zaluzhny, the com-
mander who has led the nation’s
war effort for two years,
Zelenskyy said "urgent changes”
were needed to ensure victory.
“Starting today, a new man-
agement team will take overthe
leadership of the Armed Forces
ofUkraine,” Zelenskyysaid in an
evening address to the nation,
adding the he had met with
General Zaluzhny and thanked
him for his service. General
Zaluzhny will be replaced by
Gen.OleksandrSyrsky.  NYT

FARMERS STEP UP PROTESTS
TRACTORS CHOKE SPANISH STREETS

Spanish farmers drove tractors through city streets disrupting tratfic Thursday as they stepped
up their protest against soaring costs, bureaucracy and cheap competition fromoutside the
European Union. The protests, which started spontaneously on Tuesday after spilling over
fromother EU countries, are backed by the country’s three main farmers' associations,
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Nikki Haley during a campaign stop at the Wild Goose
Tavern in Costa Mesa, California, on Wednesday. AP

India does not trust
US to lead, played

smart by staying close
with Russia: Haley

LALIT KJHA
WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY &

INDIAN-AMERICAN Republican
presidential candidate Nikla
Haley has said that India wants
to be a partner with the US but
considers it “weak” and 1s play-
ing “smart” by staying close to
Russia from where it gets a lot of
their military equipment.

"I have dealt with India too. |
have got tosay,| have dealtwith
India too. | have talked with
(Prime Minister Narendra) Modi.
Indiawants tobe a partner with
us. They don’t want tobe a part-
nerwith Russia,” Haley, 52, said.

Haley, the only Republican

candidate inthe

race for the
party's nomina-
tion against
Donald Trump,
said that New
Delhi has played
smart in the cur-
rent global situa-
tion and stayed

'.l...

RACE FOR
THE WHITE
HOUSE

TOP COURT TOHEAR
TRUMPAPPEAL

Washington: The US
Supreme Court on Thursday
will hear former President
Donald Trump'sappeal to re-
main on the 2024 ballotThe
court will beweighing argu-
ments over whether Trump
is disqualified from reclaim-
ing the White House because
of his efforts to undo his loss
in the 2020 election, ending
with the Jan. 6, 2021, attack
on the US. Capitol. AP

them will — and Israel, Japan,
South Korea —all
of them want to
do that. Japan
gave themselves
a billion-dollar
stimulus te be-
come less de-
pendent on
China," Haley, a
former governor

n

close to Russia.

“The problem is, India does-
n't trust us to win. They don't
trust us to lead. They see rnight
now that we're weak. India has
always played it smart, They
have played it smart, and they
have stayed close with Russia be-
cause that'swhere they geta lot
of their military equipment,”
Haley, a former US ambassador
to the UN, said. "When we start
to lead again, when we startto
get the weakness out and stop
putting our head in the sand,
that's when our friends, India,
Australia, New Zealand, all of

of SouthCarolina,
said. "India gave themselves a
billion-dollar stimulus to be-
comelessdependenton China,”
she told Fox Business News,
adding thatthe US needs to start
building up its alliances.

Haley also said China is not
doing well economically and is
preparing for a war with the US.
“They have been preparing for
warwith us for years. That's their
mistake,” she said. Haley was
born Nimarata Nikki Randhawa
in South Carolina to immigrant
Sikh parents from Amritsar,
Punjab. PTI

Sunak’s transgender jibe
at Opp leader stirs row,
he says won’t apologise

REUTERS
LONDON, FEBRUARY 8B

BRITISH PRIME Minister Rishi
Sunak declined on Thursday to
apologise for a gender identity jibe
atoppositionleader Keir Starmer,
which drew criticism in the light
of the widely reported recent
murder of a transgender girl.

Sunak’s Conservatives, trailing
badly inopinion polls ahead ofan
election this year, have increas-
ingly sought to weaponise iden-
tity politics and cast the Labour
Party as excessively liberal or
“woke". On Wednesday, Sunak
said Labour’sleader had changed
course on “defining a woman”,
during a parliamentary exchange
that the mother of the murdered
girl, Bnanna Ghey, had been in-
vited towatch.

Sunak'’s team said the prime
minister had been trying to illus-
trate how Labour had changedits

ey Y

&

British
PM Rishi
Sunak

mindon major policies.

However, political opponents
immediately accused Sunak of in-
sensitively exploiting a family
tragedy. Ghey's father told Sky
News he had been shocked and
felt Sunak should apologise.

Asked about his comments,
Sunak told reporters: “I've noth-
ing butthe mostheartfeltsympa-
thy for her entire family and
friends. But touse that tragedy to
detract from the very separate and
clear point | was making about
Keir Stammer’s proven track record
of multiple U-turnson major poli-
cies because he doesn't have a
plan, I think, is both sad and
wrong, and it demonstrates the
worst of politics.”

BOLOGNA BECOMES FIRST ITALIAN CIiTY TO IMPOSE SPEED LIMIT, CITING SAFETY & LIVABILITY, BUT MANY ARE NOT HAPPY

Land of Ferrari and Lamborghini has new speed limit: 30 km/hour

ELISABETTA POVOLEDO
BOLOGNA (ITALY)

WHEN BOLOGNA became the
first major Italian city toimposea
speed limit of 30kilometers, or 20
miles, an hour, Luca Mazzoli, a lo-
cal taxi driver, posted a sign in his
cab warning passengers of the
change,

He had to, he said grumpily
the other day, “to explainwhy lam
driving so slowly.”

Since the limit became en-
forceable in mid-January, it has
taken longer for Mazzoli to get
from Point A to Point B, he

claimed, meaning that he has
picked up fewer passengers and
has found himself stuck in traffic
more often.

"Acity has tomove,” he said.

Critics of the measure say that
Bologna risks slowing to astand-
still since it became the first ma-
jor ltalian city to join a growing
group of municipalities, including
Amsterdam; Bilbao, Spain;
Brussels; and Lyon, France, that
have lowered speed limits from
50 kilometers per hour, about 30
miles per hour, in the belief that
the change will lead to safer,
healthier and more livable cities.

Bologna's mayor, Matteo

Near the Piazza Maggiore and the tower of the Palazzo del

Podesta, Bologna, Italy. NvT

Lepore, included the new speed
limitamong thecampaign prom-
ises that helped togethim elected
in 2021, Referrng to the lower
limit, he said, “Drivingat 30 ispart
of a vision of a more democratic
and more sustainable use of pub-
lic space,” where neighborhoods
putchildrenand older people first,
and investments favor bike paths
and public transportation to work
toward carbon neutrality.
What'smore, he added during
aninterviewin his art-filled office
in City Hall, Italian cities had been
built over centuries and were un-
suited for a glut of automobiles.
There 1s also the question of

safety. Slower speeds made for
fewer deaths, Lepore said, noting
thatthere had beenabout 60 traf-
fic-related fatalities in the greater
Bolognaareain 2022,

But persuading the locals has
been a bumpyride, Bologna is the
capital of a region that is home to
the makers of some of the fastest
and most glamorous cars in the
world, including Ferran,
Lambeorghiniand Pagani.

There havebeen protests, both
on the streetsand on social media
(memes andall), and a petition to
hold a referendum on the new
speed limit has accumulated just
over 53,000 signatures.

The petition was begun by
Guendalina Funni, a studentatthe
University of Bologna who was
concerned that her daily 25-mile
commute into the city would in-
crease substantially. She said that
the new limit was "difficult to
maintain” and would eventually
deter people from visiting
Bologna. “The city risks losing
out,” she said. Other protesters
said that the real safety risk was
having to pay attention to the
speed limit onthe dashboard.

“People are very angry,” said
Giorgio Gorza, who heads a citi-
zen's group that has been organ-
ising protests. NYT
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FMTABLES WHITE PAPER ON ECONOMY IN PARLIAMENT

Polls ahead, Govt says economy
turned stagnant in 10 yrs of UPA

White Paper red-flags NPAs, scams and
policy freeze, sklps growth years credit

Sitharaman: Itwas
acrisis, mending
economy step by
step was huge task

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THE UNION Ministry of Finance
said Thursday that the decade-
long UPA rule under the
Congress-led government —
2004-05 to 2013-14 — turned
India “from a healthy economy
in 2004 to a stagnant economy
in 2014". It was marked by
strained public finances, corrup-
tion scams, double-digit infla-
tion, ailing banking sector fol-
lowing excessive lending during
the boom phase, and policy un-
certainty that marred India's
business climate and dented its
image.

The 59-page “‘White Paper on
the Indian Economy’ tabled in
Parliament by Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said when the Narendra Modi
government assumed office in
2014, the economy wasin a “frag-
ilestate”; public finances were in
“bad shape”; there waseconomic
mismanagement and financial
indiscipline, and widespread cor-
ruption.

"It was a crisis situation. The
responsibility to mend the econ-
omy step by step and to put the
governance systems inorder was
enormous,” the White Paper
said.

The document prepared by
the Ministry of Finance said the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

UDIT MISRA
& AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THE FRAMING of the White Paper
on the Indian Economy couldn’t
Union Finance

have been more

overtly political: Im E
the paper, au-

thored by the

&

Ministry, starts off

saying “whenwe formed the gov-
ernment.” This is an unusual de-
parture from tradition, said at

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharamanin Rajya Sabha
on Thursday. r1l

least two former Finance
Secretaries, adding that, institu-
tionally, the Ministry isn't synony-

mous with the Government.
This sets the tone for the pa-
per which then goes on to flag
the worst of the economy dur-
ing UPA’s decade-long tenure.
From bad loans to high infla-
tion, a slew of corruption cases
to policy paralysis, the paper's
political imperative is clear: to
draw the battle-linesinthe run-
up to the campaign for 2024, lts
tone echoes Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's sharp attackon
the Congress in his Parliament
speechesearlier this week.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Union of States becoming Union over
States: Kerala CM as Opp joins protest

CTFEDERALISH

AISWARYARAJ
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THE PROTEST at Jantar Mantar
Thursday by the Left-ruled Kerala
government against what it
called the Centre's “discrimina-
tion” in allocation of funds, and
for “safeguarding the constitu-
tional rights of states”, turmed into
a unity show of INDIA bloc par-
ties minus the Congress which is
the Opposition party in the state.

At the protest, led by Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, were
State ministers and Left MPs and
MLAs, as well as Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, who
lashed out at the B|P govern-
ment. Also present was

Arvind Kejriwal, Sitaram Yechury, Pinarayi Vijayan, Bhagwant
Mann, D Raja and Farooq Abdullah with other leaders at Jantar

Mantar. Abhinav Saha

THE PINARAY1 VIJAYAN INTERVIEW PAGE 7

Kejriwal's party colleague and
Punjab counterpart Bhagwant
SinghMann, Tamil Nadu [T min-

ister P Thiaga Rajan, DMK leader
Tiruchi Siva, National Conference
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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RBI leaves repo rate unchanged,
food inflation uncertainty persists

GDP growth for
FY25 projected at
7%: Governor Das

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI FEBRUARY 8

THE SIX-MEMBER Monetary
Policy Commuittee (MPC) of the

1 killed, 4 injured as Metro
station wall collapses in
Delhi, falls on road below

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY B

A PORTION OF a wall at the
Gokulpuri Metro Station in
northeast Delhi collapsed and
fell on the road below, killing a
53-year-old man on Thursday.
Four people were injured in the
incident,

Accordingto the Dethi Metro
RailCorporation (DMRC}, thein-
cidentoccurred at 11.04 am.

The dead person wasidenti-
fied as Vinod Kumar Pandey, 53,
a resident of Karawal Nagar.
According to his son, Pandey was

At Gokulpuri Metro station
after the wall collapse on
Thursday. Tashi Tobgyal
RELATEDREPORTS PAGE 3

on way to work on his scooter
when the debris fell on him.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Shaktikanta
Dasin
Mumbai,
Thursday. Pmi

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Thursday left the repo rate — the
rate at which the RBI lends to
banks—unchangedat6.5 percent

for the sixth time in a row as un-
certainty over food inflation con-
tinues to pose athreatto inflation.
The RBI projected real GDP
growth at 7 per cent and con-
sumer-price based inflation (CPI)
at 4.5 per cent for FY2025. Its
arowth estimate for FY2025 is
lower than the 7.3 per cent pro-
jected by the National Statistical
Office (NSO) for the ongoing
CONTINUEDON PAGE2

Free movement along
border with Myanmar
being suspended: Shah

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL & SUKRITA
BARUAH

NEW DELHI. GUWAHATI.FEBS8

DAYS AFTER announcing that a
fence would be built along the
entire 1,643-km-long border
with Myanmar for better sur-
veillance, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said Thursday that
the government has decided to
scrap the Free Movement
Regime (FMR) between India
and Myanmar to ensure internal
security of the country and to
maintain the demographic

‘Move to
secure
North-East
states’

structure of North-East states
bordering Myanmar.

He said the Ministry of Home
Affairs has recommended the im-
mediate suspension of the FIMR.

Ina poston X, Shahsaid, "It is
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Moaodi Ji's resolve to secure our
borders. The Ministry of Home

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Two kllled In Srinagar were nelghbours in
Amritsar, moved out to carn a little extra

PAGE1
ANCHOR

KAMALDEEP SINGHBRAR
AMRITSAR, FEBRUARY 8

AMRITPAL SINGH and Rohit
Masih, who were killed in a mil-
itant attack in Srinagar on
Wednesdayevening, had arrived
in the Valley earlier that day —
the former after spending the
winter at home and the latter for
the first time. Both men came
from poor families in an

The body of Amritpal Singh, who was killed in Srinagar,
arrives at his home near Amritsar on Thursday. P11

Amritsar village and had taken
up worlkin Jammu and Kashmir
to support those at home,

Singh, 31, died on the spot
while Masth, 27, succumbed to
his injuries on Thursday morning
inaSrinagar hospital. Sourcessaid
the suspected militants fired at
them justoutside their rented ac-
commodation at Shaheed Gunj.

Both hailed from Punjab’s
Chamyari village and were
neighbours.

Late on Wednesday, Harjinder
Singh Khaira, Station House
Officer, Ajnala police station, went

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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ORIONAND THE DARK MOVIE REVIEW: GENIUS WRITER CHARLIE KAUFMAN PUTS HIS
EXISTENTIAL STAMP ONNETFLIX'S ODDEST ANIMATED FILM YET

Written by the great Charlie Kaufman, Netflix's latest animated offering isn 't entirely disposable

TECHNOLOGY

FROMPAGE ONE
Polls ahead, Govt says economy turned stagnant in 10 yrs of UPA

UPA government inherited a
"healthy economy ready formore
reforms” in2004 butmadeitnon-
performing in its ten years.
Despite having taken the reforms
earlier in 1991, the then govern-
ment did not undertake reforms
after coming to power in 2004, it
said. It notesthatthe country was
standing at the cusp of emerging
as a powerful economy in 2004.
"In the years between 2004 and
2008, the economy grew fast,
thankstothe lagged effects of the
reforms of the NDA government
and favourable global conditions.
The UPA government took credit
for the high growth but did little
to consolidate it, the White Paper
said.It further said the UPA gov-
ermment's “policy inaction and
missteps put off valuable private
investment, which could have
generated growth and jobs, at its
own peril”.

The White Paper has listed
comparison of several macroeco-
nomic parameters between the
UPA and the NDA governments;

Inflation: Thefirst macroeco-
nomic data listed out by the
Ministry of Finance in the white
paper as having taken the hitin
the aftermath of the global finan-
dal arisis of 2008 isinflation. Citing
data from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), the min-
istry said inflation raged between
2009 and 2014 and the common
man bore the brunt. “High fiscal

deficits for six yearsbhetween FY09
and FY 14 heaped misery on ordi-
nary and poorer households. Over
the five-year period from FY10to
FY14,the averageannual inflation
rate wasindouble digits, Between
FYO4and FY 14, average annual in-
flationin the econony was8.2 per
cent,” the ministry said.

Banking: The banking crisis
was one of the most important
and infamous legacies of the UPA
Government, the white paper
said. Stating that the high percent-
age of bad debts was an underes-
timate by the UPA government,
the Gross Non-Performing Assets
(GNPA) ratio in Public Sector
Banks (PSBs} including restruc-
tured loans rose to 12.3 per cent
in September 2013 from 7.8 per
cent at the end of Vajpayee-led
NDA government. The worsening
of the banking crisis was “largely
because of political interference
by the UPA government in the
commercial lending decisions of
public sector banks”", the white pa-
per said.

Gross advances by public sec-
tor banks were only Rs 6.6 lakh
crore in March 2004, which then
increased to Rs 39.01akh crore in
March 2012, “Further, notall prob-
lem loans were recognised. There
was much under the hood.
According to a Credit Suisse report
published in March 2014, the top
200 companies with aninterest
coverage ratio of less than one

owed about Rs 8.6 lakh crore to
banks," itsaid

The White Paper went on to
quote former Reserve Bank of
India Governor Raghuram Rajan,
from his written response to a
Parliamentary Panel in 2018: “a
larger number of the bad loans
were(sic)originated in the period
2006-2008."

Rajan’'s completed sentence,
however, points to strong eco-
nomic growth during that phase
of the UPA governmentleadingto
mistakes by banks in their calcu-
lations. "A larger number of bad
loans were (sic ) originated in the
period 2006-2008 when eco-
nomic growth was strong, and
previous infrastructure projects
such as power plants had been
completed on time and within
budget. It is at such times that
banks make mistakes. They ex-
trapolate past growth and per-
formance to the future..,” Rajan
had said in the reply.

External vulnerability:
Over-dependence on external
commercial borrowings (ECB) led
to a surge in India’s external vul-
nerability. During the UPA govem-
ment's tenure, ECB rose atacom-
pounded annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 21.1 per cent (FY04 to
FY14), whereas in the nine years
from FY14 to FY23, they have
grownatan annual rate of 4.5 per
cent. "The UPA government had
compromised external and

LGXBOOM XL7S PARTY
SPEAKERREVIEW

The only speaker that
you will ever need to
fulfil all audio needs

macroeconomic stability, and the
currency plunged in 2013, From
its high to low, against the US dol-
larbetween 2011 and 2013, the
Indian rupee plunged 36 per
cent," 1t said.

Mismanagement of public
finances: After the 2008 Global
Financial Crisis, the UPA govern-
ment announced a fiscal stimulus
package which was much worse
than the problem it sought to ad-
dress, the paper said. "It was way
beyond the capacity of the Union
Government to finance and sus-
tain,” it said.

Run-away fiscal deficits led the
economy to the fiscal precipice,
the ministry said. For six consecu-
tive years between FY09 to FY 14,
the ratio of India's Gross Fiscal
Deficit (GFD) to Gross Domestic
Product(GDP)}wasatleast 4.5 per
cent. The revenue deficit rose
more than four times from 1.07
percentof GDPin FYO8 to 4.6 per
centin FY09.

The fiscal deficit burden be-
came too big tobear, for the econ-
omy, itsaid. "Asaresult of itsfiscal
mismanagement, the UPA gov-
ernment’s fiscal deficitended up
being far higher than it had ex-
pected, and it subsequently ended
up borrowing 27 per cent more
from the market than what ithad
budgeted forin 2011-12," it said.

Infrastructure and asset
creation: Stating that Public ex-
penditure was geared towards
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short-term populist measures, the
white paper said capital expendi-
ture — which finances public in-
vestment in infrastructure - was
deprioritised in those 10 years,
thereby creating long-term con-
straints for theeconomy and com-
promising its growth potential.

Capital expenditure as a per-
cent of total expenditure (exclud-
ing interest payments) halved
from 31 per cent in FYO4 to 16 per
cent in FY14. “The economy re-
mained supp ly-constrained dur-
ing the UPA government's tenure.
Combined with the consistent
boost to aggregate demand from
excessive deficits, it resulted in
higher inflation, higher currentac-
count deficit and an overvalued
currency, all of whichclimaxed in
2013 whenthe Indianrupee buclk-
led under the weight of such im-
prudentpolicies,” it said. The gov-
ernment's prioritisation of
unproductive spending meant
that significant funds were allo-
cated towards consumption rather
than productive investment, it
said.

Wastage of public re-
sources and scams: The UPA
government's period wasmarked
by “policy misadventures and
scams” such as non-transparent
auction of public resources (coal
and telecom spectrum ), the spec-
tre of retrospective taxation, un-
sustainable demand stimulusand
ill-targeted subsidies and recldess
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e Kerala CM leads protest in Delhi

| chief Farooq
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. Thirumavalavanofthe VCK Rajya

lending by the banking sector |
with undertones of favouritism, |

the white paper said. It cited the
2G spectrum scam involving 122
telecom licenses thatsliced Rs 1.76

lalch crore off the exchequerasper |
the estimates of the Comptroller |

and Auditor General (CAG), the
al gatescam costing Rs 1.861akh
crore to the exchequer, the
CommonWealth Games (CWG)
scam, indicating an environment
of "heightened political uncer-
tainty and reflected poorly on
India’s image as an investment
destination”.

Italso made a mention of the
80:20 gold export-import scheme
launched by the UPA government
showing how govemment systems
and procedures were subverted o
serve particular interests for “ob-
taining illegitimate pecuniary
gains”. “"Inmid-2014, the then-gov-
ernmentpermitted select Premier
Trading Houses (PTH) and Star
Trading Houses (STH) to import
gold even though the model code
of conduct was in place and the
counting of votes cast in the
Parliament elections was due on
May 16,2014," it said.

The UPA government’s term
was replete with examples of de-
cisionstasis, the white paper said.
The UPA government capitalised
on the reforms brought in by the
previous government but fell
short of delivering on crucial re-
forms promised by them.

e White Paper red-flags NPAs, scams and policy freeze

It's not a surprise, therefore,
that the paper skips references to
what the UPA has often prided it-
self on: GDP growth in its first
term at over 8.8 per CENT during
2004-05 to 2008-09 as per com-
pound annual growthrate(CAGR)
based on the old 2004-05 base
year.

In fact, theWhite Paper credits
the growth years during 2004-
2008 to the lagzed effects of the
previous NDA government’s re-
forms, and favourableglobal con-
ditions. The Ministry has cherry
picked data to tell the truth of
UPA’s failures and the NDA gov-
ernment’s successes without
touching upon UPA'ssuccessesor
its own failures.

For instance, Morgan Stanley
did assess Indiaasoneofthe"frag-
ile five" global economiesin 2013,
And it is also a fact India is cur-
rently ranked among the top five
based on the size of its GDP, asthe
White Paper notes. But the econ-
omy was not among the 'fragile
five’ right through UPA's 10 years
from 2004 to 2014.

Moreover, while the policy
paralysis during the fag end of
UPA's tenure and the economic
mismanagement is well-docu-
mented, itis alsotrue that the rea-
son for high inflation was the US

Federal Reserve’s taper tantrum
or sudden decision to stop flush-
ing the marketwith more money
and the high prices of crude oil.

From meeting the mandate of
the Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget ManagementActin 2007-
08 — the only timeso far— to the
resilience during the global finan-
cial crisisof2008, the UPA govern-
ment's economic management
kept India safe.

The 2008 crisis was akey turn-
ing point for most big economies
duringthe first decade of the new
millennium, and barring the US,
none seem to have fully recovered
from that shock even now:. India,
on the other hand, barely losta
stepinterms of GDP growth rate.

However, the white paper
quotes from then Finance
Minister Panab Mukherjee’s 2011
speech — where he said, “India,
unlike mostothereconomies, was
not seriously affected by the finan-
cial turmoil of 2008 in the devel-
oped world” — to downplay the
effect of the GFC. Butin that very
speech, Mukherjee also stated:
“(India was ) not completely im-
mune from the ciisisand the post-
crisis developments in the real
econtomy. The timely fiscal stim-
ulus measures implemented by
the Government helped in mod-

erating the impact on economic
growth and facilitated a rapid re-
covery." The very next year; India’s
GDP grew by 8.5 percent.

Lastly, thereare many genuine
achievements of theNDA govemn-
ment during the past decade.
These include reforms likethe GST
and IBC, the push towards in-
creased capital expenditure, and
the clean-up of the commercal
bank balance sheets to name just
afew. However, it is also true that
there is employment-related
stress too.

Yes, the unemployment rate
improved progressively during

the NDA government’s tenure as |

the White Paper notes, with the
rate sliding down to 3.2 per cent
in 2022-23 from 6 per cent in
2017-18 (as per the available
Periodic Labour Force Surveys).
The figure, however, understates
the concernof asurge in the num-
ber of unpaid workers and a dete-
rioration in the quality of jobs.
PLFSdatareveals that the share of
unpaid workersin the labour force
of the country has gone progres-
sively upto 18.3 percent in 2022-
23 from 13.6 per centin 2017-18.
The share of salaried workers,
meanwhile, reduced to 209 per
centin 2022-23 from 22.8 per
centin2017-18.

e RBI leaves repo rate unchanged, food inflation a worry

fiscal. The government, in the
Interim Budget for 2024-25, said
the nominal GDP — without ex-
cluding the pace of inflation - is
likely to grow at 10.5 percent.

Announcing the policy, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das said,
“Talang into account this growth-
inflation dynamics and the fact
that transmission of the cumula-
tive 250 bps ( basis points ) policy
rate hike is still underway, the
MPC decided to keep the policy
repo rate unchanged at 6.5 per
cent. The MPCwill carefully mon-
itor any signs of generalisation of
food price pressures which can
fritter away the gains in the eas-
ing of core inflation.”

The decision to keep the repo
rate steady at 6.5 per cent was
takenina5:1 majority, with one
external member of MPC, Jayanth
Varma, voting for a 25 basis points
(bps) reduction in the repo rate.
One basis pointis one-hundredth
of a percentage point.

The status quoin the reporate
will provide relief to home, vehi-
cle, personal and other loan bor-

rowers as their equated monthly
instalment{EMI)will not increase.

Das said the monetary policy
will continue to be disinflationary
to align inflation to the target of 4
per cent on a durable basis. The
government has mandated the
RBIto keepinflationinthe 2-6 per
centband.

Retail inflation, after moderat-
ing to4.9 per cent inOctober, rose
to 5.7 percentin December 2023,
mainly due to food inflation,
mostly vegetables,

“The uncertainties in food
prices, however, continue to im-
pinge on the headline inflation
trajectory,” Das said.

The MPC also decided by a
majority of S5out of 6 members to
remain focused on the with-
drawal of accommodation to en-
sure that inflation progressively
aligns tothe target, while support-
inggrowth.

“Our stance of withdrawal of
accommodation should be seen
in the context of ncompletetrans-
missionand inflation ruling above
the target of 4 per centand ouref-

forts to bring it back to the target
on adurable basis,” Das said.

The real GDP growth for FY25
is projected at 7 percent, with Q1
at’72 percent; Q2 at 6.8 percent;

(3 at7 percent; and Q4 at 6.9per |

cent. He said domestic economic
activity continues to remain
strong and the momentum s ex-
pected to continue in the next fi-
nancial year(2024-25),

“At the current juncture,
India’s potential growth is pro-
pelled by structural drivers like
improving physical infrastructure;
development of world class digi-
tal and payments technology;
ease of doingbusiness; enhanced
labour force participation; and
improved quality of fiscal spend-
ing,"” hesaid.

The RBI's multi-pronged,
proactive, and calibrated policies
on the monetary, regulatory and
supervisory fronts have worked
well to maintain and strengthen
macroeconomic and financial sta-
bility, he said.

ForFY24, the RBl retained CPI
inflation projection at 5.4 per cent.

e ‘Free movement along Myanmar border being suspended’

Affairs (MHA) has decided that
the Free Movement Regime
(FMR) between India and
Myanmar be scrapped to ensure
the internal security of the coun-
try and to maintain the demo-
graphic structure of India’s North
Eastern  States bordering
Myanmar. Since the Ministry of
External Affairsiscurrentlyin the
process of scrapping it, MHA has
recommended the immediate
suspension of the FMR."

The announcement was wel-
comed by Manipur Chief Minister
N Biren Singh and Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema
Khandu. Inapost on X, Biren Singh
said, "Immensely grateful to
Hon'ble PM Shri Narendra Modi i
and Hon'ble HM Shn Amit Shahli
for their commitment to securing
our borders, The decision to scrap
the FMR between India and
Myanmar, as recommended by
the Minister of Home Affairs, is
crucial for our internal security
andthe demographicintegrity of
our North Eastern States.”

“Thisisyetanother historic de-
cision in curbing illegal immigra-
tion and strengthening our inter-
nal security after the recent
announcementto fence the 1,643
km Indo-Myanmar border by
Governmentof India," Singh said.

Inanearlyidentical statement,

. Khandu, while thanking the

Prime Minister and Home
Minister, said, "The decision to re-
volke the Free MovementRegime
between India & Myanmar holds
immense significance for our in-
ternal security and demographic
integrity of the North Eastern
States.Thislandmark decision sig-
nifies yet another important step
in the ongoing efforts to address
illegal immigration. Thisbuildson
the recent announcement by the
Government of India to fence the
1643 km Indo-Myanmarborder,”

The border between Indiaand
Myanmarruns along fourstates—
Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh. The FMR 1s a
mutually agreed arrangement be-
tween the two countries that al-
lowstnbes living along the border
to travel up to 16 km inside the
othercountry withouta visa.

Under the FMR, a member of
the hill tribes, who is either a citi-
zen of India or a citizen of
Myanmar and whois aresidentof
any area within 16 km on either
side of the border, can cross over
on production of a border pass
with one-year validity and can
stay up to two weeks.

The FIMRwasimplemented in
2018 as part of the government's
Act East policy at a time when
diplomatic relations between
India and Myanmar were on the
upswing. In fact, the FMR was to

be putinplacein 2017 but wasde-
ferred due tothe Rohingyarefugee
crisis that erupted that August.

Biren Singh has been one of
the biggest votaries of sealing the
Indo-Myanmar border. The BJP
government led by him in
Manipur,as well as large sections
of the Meitei civil society, have
been pointing at “large scale illegal
immigration” of Chins from
Myanmar —of the same ethnicity
as the Kuld-Zomis of Manipur and
Mizos of Mizoram — as the root
cause of volatility in the region.

ButinMizoramand Nagaland,
the responses have beendifferent.
Myanmar too has aNaga popula-
tion, largely in the Naga Self-
Administered Zone in the Sagaing
region, and the Mizo-Chins and
Nagas on both sides of the border
share close social, economic and
day-to-day relations.

Mizoram Chief Minister and
Zoram People’s Movement leader
Lalduhoma has been critical of
moves to seal the border, though

heconcedes thathedoesnothave |
the authority to stop the Centre |

from takingsuch a step.
Nagaland Chief Minister
NeiphiuRio,whoheadsan NDPP-
BJP coalition government, has
suggested that there needs to be
a “workable formula” given the

presence of Nagas on both sides
of the border.

Sabha MP Kapil Sibal, besides Left
leaders Sitaram Yechury, D Raja
and Binoy Viswam.

The protestbythe Kerala gov-
ernment came a day after the
Congress government in
Kamataka staged a similar sit-in
at Jantar Mantar against “injus-
tice" done to the state in devolu-
tion of taxes and grants-in-aid
over the past few years. The
KamatakaCongress had soughtto
keep the protest a state affair
whiletheLeft invited friendly par-
ties to send a larger political mes-
sage.

Addressing the protest,
Vijayan said the BJP-led govern-
mentattheCentre was trampling
ontherights of states and turning
India into a "Union over States”.

“A demacracy that was envis-
aged as a'Union of States' isslowly
and steadily being crippled intoan
undemocratic 'Unionover States’.
We are seeing its manifestations
around the country, especially in
Opposition-ruled states,” hesaid.

“This protest is againstthe de-
nial of what is nightfully ours. [sn't
it afact that our borrowings have
been limited and that our grants
have been denied?” he said, dep-
recating what he called attempts
to depict the genuinedemands of
states as an issue of North-South
divide.

Kejriwal accused the Centre of
waging a war against state gov-
ernments led by Opposition par-
ties, which he said represent 70
crore people inthe country,

“The BJP has waged a war
against the Opposition-ruled
states. They have created an India-
Paldstan situation with us. The
Centreisusing all thetactics toha-
rass the Opposition govern-
ments," he said.

The Chief Ministers, he said,
were not “here to beg or ask for
anything for our families”.

The Congressin Keralahas ac-
cused Vijayanof using the issue of
"discrimination” by the Centre to
craft a narrative to hide his gov-
ermment’s economicmismanage-
ment.

Vijayan, incidentally, men-
tioned the protest by Kamataka,
where the Congress is in power.
“Itis notjust Keralathatis protest-
ing against the political discrimi-
nation against states. Karnataka
has also come outinprotest. They
say that they suffered lossesto the
tune of Rs 1,87,000 crore, a loss
thatis similar to thatof Kerala's,"
he said, maintaining that his
protest was not “politically moti-
vated”.

Vijayansaid the fight was for
maintaining a balance in the
Centre-State relations. Vijayan,
Kejriwal and Mann spoke about
“overreach” and “meddling” in
the day-to-day affairs of the state
governments by Governors and
Lt Governors and unleashing

Central agencies on the
Opposition leaders.
Vijayan said the Central gov-

ernment too had been making
laws that "encroach upon the

States’ powers and duties in sev-
eral sectors, even on law and or-
der, which is absolutely in the
State List inthe Constitution”.

"Laws have beenmade by the
Union in agriculture, education,
power, cooperation and so on,
crippling the states' nghts. Evena
Ministry for Cooperation hasbeen
formed, Multinational agree-
ments are being entered into, on
issues that affect the states, with-
outseeking the states’ opinion, let
alone getting their consent. These
are all telling examplesof howthe
rights of statesare being trampled
upon and how India is being
changed into an undemocratic
‘Union over States'," he said.

However, the body blow to
India’s federal structure, he said,
is coming from the Centre “eating
into the states’ financial re-
sources”.

“The same people who wax
eloquent about cooperative fed-
eralismhave tried to undercut the
resources to be allocated to the
states by the Finance Commussion.
On top of that, we are seeing the
Union's allocation for their own
schemes coming down year after
year, while the states are being
forced tochipin more and more,”
he said.

“According to RBl reports, the
states are having to covera sub-
stantial 65 per cent of the coun-
try's total expenses, with the
Union's contribution being only
35 percent. But when it comes to
revenue sharing, it goes in the re-
verse direction. TheUnion govern-
ment pockets about 65 per cent
and the statesareleftwithonly 35
per cent... Despite the Union hav-
ing a lower share than the states
inmany Central schemes, they are
keentobrand them. Theyevengo
to the extent of saying that funds
will not be 1ssued if there isno
branding. Branding is essentially
labelling. By doing so, the self-
worth of the beneficiaries of such
schemes is being questioned. No
responsible govemmentthat sees
developmentand welfare aspeo-
ple'sgenuinerightscanname and
shame thelrowncitizens,” Vijayan
said.

On delay in payment of GST
compensation to states, he said
the Centre started disbursing the
arrears after many of the state
governments approached the
Supreme Court together. On the
functioning of Governors, Vijayan
mentioned instances of what he
called “gubernatorial excesses" in
Punjab, West Bengal, Odisha,
Telangana and Tamil Nadu.

“In many states including
Kerala, we have seen Governors
trying to overreach their Constitu-
tional mandate by meddlingwith
the autonomy of the Legislature.
Assent to Bills passed by Assem-
blies have been indefinitely de-
layed... The Supreme Court did
warn the Governors that they
were playing with fire. Yet Gover-
nors continue to play their politi-
cal games. Multiple state Govern-
ments have had to approach the
judiciary against such undemoc-
ratic high handedness,” he said.

e T'wo killed in Srinagar were neighbours in an Amritsar village

to the homes of the two men to
inform their families, Asthe news
spread,a waveofmourningswept
through the village.

Singh, whohad beenworking
as a carpenter in Kashmir for the
last five years, had convinced
Masih to join him to earn some

- money. Like many other migrant

workers, Singhused tocome back
to his village when the tempera-
ture dipped, and had been home
since Diwali.

According to relatives, they
were supposed to leave for
Kashmir on Tuesday, but missed
the bus and went on Wednesday
instead.

Singh's family said they were
planning to arrange his marriage
later this year. Masih, too, was un-
married.

Militants have been targeting
workers from outside the Valley
since the abrogation of Jammu
and Kashmir’'s special statusin
2019, Wednesday'sattack wasthe

. first this year.

SECURITY AROUND
MINORITY CLUSTERS
REVIEWED

Srinagar: Divisional
Commissioner, Kashmir,
Vijay Kumar Bhiduri and
Inspector General of Police
(IGP)V K Bridi held awvir-
tual meeting with all
deputy commissioners
and district police chiefsto
review security arrange-
ments around minority
clusters and other critical
areas. ENS

Amritpal leaves behind five
sistersand anelderbrother. Hisfa-
ther runs asmallshop. “He would
often talk about Kashmir and its
beauty. He would also praise the
people for their hospitality. He
never expressed any fear,”
Amritpal’s friend Gurjant Singh.

Like him, many carpenters
from Amritsar go to Kashmir to
make wooden homes. They eamn
more there than in Punjab.

Masih leaves behind a sister, a
father whois too old to worlk, and
amother employed as a labourer
to help the family make ends
meet. Cabinet minister Kuldeep
Singh Dhaliwal visited the fami-
lies and handed a cheque of Rs 2
lakh each as compensation.
However, villagers said it was not
enough. "They were young, their
families were dependent on
them. Both the families are de-
stroyed; this simply cannot com-
pensate for the loss,” said Gurjant
Singh, aneighbour.

The J&K government mean-
while provided immediate assis-
tance of Rs 1 lakh to each family.

According to police, militants
fired at the men from close range.
On May 30 last year, a circus
worker from Udhampur district
was shot dead in Anantnag dis-
trict. A brick kiln worker from

Bihar was killed on October 31 in
Pulwama district, and on July 13,
three labourerswere injuredinan
attadk by militants in the Gagren
area of the Shopian district.

Condemning Wednesday'sat-
tack, the Peoples Democratic
Party called it a “clear manifesta-
tion and frustration aimed at dis-
rupting the peace and tranquillity
inKashmir”, People’s Conference
president Sajad Lone called ita
reprehensible attack.

MNational Conference vice-
president Omar Abdullah con-
demned the killings and added
thatthe continued incidents inthe
heart of Srinagar city are proof
that the situation in Jammu and
Kashmir is not the same as what
the Centre claims. "Earlier they
said that guns will fall silent post
abrogation of Article 370, buteven
areas like Srinagar, Rajouri and
Poonch which had almost be-
come militancy-free are now con-
tinuously witnessing incidentsof
militant attacks,” he said.

e Wall collapse

The injured were identified as Ajit
Kumar, 21, a resident of
Ghaziabad; Monu, 19, and
Sandeep, 27, both from Golkulpuri;
and Mohd Tazir from Loni.

Acase under sections pertain-
ing to causingdeath by negligence
and endangeringlife and personal
safety of others has been lodged
at Golulpuri Police Station.

DCP (Northeast) Joy Tirkey
said, "Four persons were injured
and one was trapped under the
debris... Police personnel, with
the help of the people, pulled
him out and he was rushed to
GTB Hospital. He was riding a
scooter.”

The DMRC suspended two
officials and ordered a safety in-
spection of the entire network.
“Two DMRC officials, a Manager
and a Junior Engineer from the
civil department, have been sus-
pended pending inquiry,” said
Anuj Dayal, Principal Executive
Director, Corporate
Commumnications, DMRC.
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SHIVAM PANDEY, 22, is incon-
solable. Only a couple of days agp,
his familywas celebrating the joy-
ous occasion of his sister’s en-
gagement. But on Thursday, their
world came crashing down as
they learnt that the head of their
family, 53-year-old Vinod Kumar
Pandey, was killed aftera portion
of the wall atthe Gokulpuri Metro
Station fell on him.

"My father was just crossing
the road like any other person. He
cidn’t know this would happen
out of the blue,” said Shivam,
who, after receiving information
about the accident, reached the
GuruTeg Bahadur (GTB)Hospital
in Dilshad Garden where he was
told about his father's demise.

"l gotto knowaboutmy father
after reaching the hospital,” said
Shivam while waiting to receive

Last inspection
amonth ago,
no problem
was reported

At the site of theaccident on Thursday. Tashi Tobgyal

ONE KILLED, 4 INJURED AS METRO STATION WALL COLLAPSES IN GOKULPURI

‘Daughter got engaged 2 days ago How celebratlons turned into grief for family
-y

his father’s body.

Aresident of Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Colony of nearby Karawal
Nagararea, Vinod was headedto
work when the incident took
place at 11am. He worked as arice
delivery agent, according to his
family members.

Hailing from Uttar Pradesh's
Sultanpur, Vinod had beenwork-
ing in a wholesale shop for years
now. Back from his hometown
only two days ago following his
youngerdaughter’s engagement,
he was busy preparing for her
wedding scheduled in April.

Heis survived by his wife and
three children — two daughters
and son Shivam, whohas studied
till Class 12. His elder daughteris
married and stays with her hus-
band in Karawal Nagar here,

His elder son-in-law, Vikas
Mishra, said Vinod was driving a
battery scooter when "an entire
block of metro wall” fell on him,

Shivam's mother still lives in

(Clockwise from top) Mohd Tahir, Monu, Ajit and Sandeep at the GTB Hospital. Express

Sultanpur and hasn't been told
about the incident vet.

GTB hospital officials said
Vinod was brought dead while

four other persons injured in the
accident are being treated forleg

injuries at the Department of
Orthopaedics.

According to police, those in-
jured are out of danger. Two mo-
torcycles and as many scooters
were damaged in the collapse.

The survivors said they were
grateful they were wearing hel-
met at the time of the incident.
One of them is 24-year-old
Mohammed Tajir who said his
helmet broke into two parts.”l
was passing through thearea af
ter picking up medicines for my
mother froma nearby pharmacy
when suddenly, a huge boulder
fell on my head and ! lost con-
sciousness forsome time. Then, a
PCR van came and took meinside.
| then regained consciousness
and saw my broken helmet and
scooter lying on the road,” said
Tajir, whounderwenta CTscan to
assess the impact of the collapse
on his head.

Other survivors are Sandeep
Kumar, Monu and Ajit who sell

chains and zips near Gokulpuri
and play drums at wedding cere-
monies. They were passingbyon
a bike when they saw a huge
chunk of debris falling,

“We were on the bike on our
way home after doing some
chores when suddenly, a huge
slab collapsed. When we saw It
we tried to dodge it and ended up
ramming into the divider,” said
Ajit. Sandeep said he is having dif-
ficulty insittingand standing but
is happy that doctors have as-
sured him that his health would
gradually getbetter.

Ajit, 21, hassuffered a fracture
and willundergoa surgery to get
an implant inserted in his right
leg.

Sandeep and Monu are resi-
dentsof Gokulpun while Ajitlives
inBalram Nagar in Ghaziabad. All
three are distant relatives.

Speaking with The Indian
Express, Ajit's cousin Deepak
Kumar said he isthe sole eamning

member of the family and that
the accident will hamper his
income.

Lyingon a stretcher at the GTB
Hospital, Monusaid assoonas the
incident happened, police offi-
cials arrived from the nearby po-
lice station and picked themup.

According toSandeep, Monu
had a helmet on while Ajit, who
wassitting inthe middle, was not
wearing it.

The helmet, though, could not
save Vinod's life. "What cana hel-
met do if such a huge concrete
slab falls on a person..." ques-
tioned Shivam, surrounded by
loved ones trying to console him.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC) has an-
nounced Rs 25 lakh as compen-
sation to the family of the de-
ceased. It also announced Rs 5
lakh as compensation for the
erievously injured and Rs 1 lakh
for those who received minor
Injuries.

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY B

DEDICATED STAFFto monitor
maintenance at each station,
regular inspections around
once intwo months, and daily
visual assessments —the por-
tion of the wall at Gokulpuri
metro station that collapsed
escaped all these checks, only
to fall on the road below and
kill a 53-year-old manon a
scooter, late Thursday
MOIming.

Sources told The Indian
Express that inspection of this
station was done roughly a
menth ago, but noissues were
reported.

Each station has dedicated
staff to monitor operations
and maintenance, whichin-
cludes the maintenance of
civil infrastructure, the source
added.

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) sus-
pended two members of the
civil department —a manager
and a junior engineer — after
the incident, and has ordered
an inquiry.

“There is a Civil
Maintenance department in
Operations and Maintenance
headed by an Executive
Director level officer, and offi-
cials are deputed for each sta-
tion and other civil structures.
Inspections of the civil struc-
tures are done regularly toen-
sure their safety,” DMRC said
in response to questions posed
by The Indian Express.

“Since the commence-
ment of operations in 2002,
DMRC has maintained an im-
peccable safetyrecord. The ex-
act reasons behind this
mishap are being analysed
and a thorough investigation
is being carried out,” DMRC
said, adding that a prescribed
and scheduled inspection pro-
cedure is laid down for civil
structures with detailed
checldists, which are reviewed

Each station has
dedicated staff to
monitor operations
and maintenance,
which includes the
maintenance of civil
infrastructure

atappropriate levels,

The Golculpuri Station falls
on the DMRC networl’s Pink
Line, which, at over 57 kilome-
tres, is the longest in the city
and traverses 38 stations be-
tween Majlis Park near|
Azadpur and Shiv Vihar in|
Northeast Delhi.

The station was opened for |
passengers in 2018 and the av-
erage daily footfall is approxi-
mately 15,000, DMRC said.

“The incdent is very unfor-
tunate. No report has beenl.
made about any infirmity in
the structure,” an official said.

From Friday, DMRC offi-
cials have been ordered to
conduct “vigorous safety
checks” across the entire
network.

Delhi Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot has also or-
dered the constitution of a
committee to inquire into the
incident.

Meanwhile, operations on
the line were stopped be-
tween 1112 am and 11.23 am,
minutes after the
incident.

“Train services were re-
stored from 11.23 am through
asingle line working between
Maujpur and Shiv Vihar, a
small section comprising
three stations only. Normal
services were restored .., after |
barricading the affected plat-
form area from 2.53 pm on-
wards, Gokulpuri station,
which was closed during this
period, was also reopened at
2.53 pm with access... to-
wards the affected area re-
maining closed,"DMRC said.
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Form No.15 IRCON mﬂm LIMITED -
Before The Debis Recovery Tribunal SPyy A ”ﬂﬂﬂ
Wing A.B & F (2™ Floor) Karpuri Thakur Sadan, Kendriya Karmchari Parishar “'"""‘:“"'"l"'- LASHIE
(GPOA), Near Rajiv Nagar Thana, Ashiana Digha Road, Patna-800025. o-Tender No.: IRCONJBK CELLAJATA 41 0141-B/0 TendarWater/583 DLO7/22024
0.A No. 313 of 2023 e-tender for and on beha'f of Northem Railway is Invited from bidders meetng quaiifying
Punjab National Bank ....... APPLICANT requirements for the work of “Supply, Installation and commissioning of raw water
Vs treatment system for potable water supply in Khari Yard (Package: Raw Waler
M/s Ankit Rice MIL......... DEFENDANTS Ea Cﬂtl llﬂi'l'ﬁl'l %3480 Lakh (inchuding all iaxes)
ISSUED UNDER RULE 23(VIl) OF THE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL | | 2crtutrr et v o bt Ioteatars ooy et sriten Comeomin Fary |
(PROCEDURE) RULE, 1893, wouid be hosted o y on the website. Chief General  USBRL Head Office,

To,

1.M/s Ankit Rice Mill through Prop. Gopal Chaubey S/o Late Suresh Chaubey R/o
at Katipura , PO+PS-Barahat, District-Banka, Pin-813103,

2. Gopal Chaubey S/o Late Suresh Chaubey R/o at Katipura , PO+PS-Barahat,
District-Banka, Pin-813103.

Whereas, the applicant has instituted an Application LIS 19 Of the Recovery of
Debts and Bankrupley Act, 1993, against the Defendants for the Racovery of a sum
of Rs.75,30,665.00 (Rs. Seventy Five Lakh Thirty Thousand Six hundred Sixty
five Only).

The Above mentioned Defendants are, therefore, hereby directed to appear
before this Tribunal in person or through an Advocate or duly authorised Agent in
support of their defence o show cause within 30 days from the date of publication or
on 15™ March 2024 10:30 AM. (Forenoon) as to why Reliefs Prayed for by the

Satyam Complax, Marble Market, P.0. Sainik Colony, Jammu, J&K.-180011

HiZdy d&=e Frote fds
Container Corporation of india I.Ill

CRITER Arvm e w
HSIC Hew MDEP P'FIM.MMEIIIH

[Opp. NSIC Okhia Metro Station), New Defhi-110020

mode from the webadte (www tenderwirard oo

Applicant Should not be granted.

Take Notice that in case of default of your appearance on the day mentioned herein
before, the proceeding will be heard and determined in your absance,
Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this 02nd day of February, 2024,

Registrar

Debts Recovery Tribunal, Patna

E-Tanier No. CON/A1/TEC HWEBMOMTI CODERZ024
Supply, Instuflution, Testing & Commissioning of 01 ne. P tess Fuly
Mame of the work Electronic Loy Walghbridge 50 MT capacity platiorm a'ze T8M x 3M
nt ICDDadri, Gautam Budh Nagar, U P
Eatimated ¥aius of contract Ra. 24,07 200 {inchus've of GET}
Enrmast Money Deposdt [7) Fin &8, 144/ (trrcagh o-paryrment)
Cost of Tender Docisnert [} | As. 1000V (nclusive of sl tmms and dutes) Inmugh e peymaent
Tonder Process ng Fee Ra. 1420~ (incius've of 18% GST) Erough » paymen whch
Distw of Bais (On Line mods} From 08 02 2024 of 16 00 Hre o 2902 2004 up 16 1700 H
e e of Submiselon | 10320 up 1o 1800 Hes. (E-Tendering Mode Only)

“Iﬂﬂﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂl!ﬂll‘llzﬂh

“Through e-Paoymant
reasons o’ For complets dela s kogon o wwew lenderwand

CONCOR masnves the rght 1o neject any of al| tha innders withouT assigning ary
Group General ManagerTechincal (Arsa 1)

Porer 8 -4 Canara Bank

TN WU TN W @y

A Gowi. of india Undeartaking

T fai=3x= Syndicate

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

RECOVERY & LEGAL SECTION, CIRCLE OFFICE,
3rd Floor, Luv-Kush Tower, Exhibition Road, Patna - 800001, Ph. : 0612-2320180, Email : npacopat@canarabank.com

PROPERTY FOR E-AUCTION

E-AUCTION Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described
immovable property mortgaged / hypothecated/ Pledged / charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive / physical
possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Canara Bank will be sold on "As is where is”, " As Is what is”
and "Whatever there is” on 11.03.2024. Details are as under

sl llnm\: m-u;m#u;:} - Reserve Price (Rs)
Contact No. | Borrower (s)/Guarantor Details of Property [EMD/Bid Multiplier
Nolofthe Branch| | Mortgagor (s) in Rs. Plrgrigonpos 3Pl
1 Patna |1. Mrs. Naureen Razi, Rs. Property 1 - All that Part and Parce! of Residential| Property 1 -
Exhibition |(Borrower / Mortgagor /| 88,77,151.55 |Fiat Property in the name of Mrs. Naureen Razi,| Rs. 38,93,000/-
Road Guarantor) D/o Mr. Sayed as on situated In "Royal Regency Apariment” Flat No. -| Rs. 3,90,000/-
Branch |Md. Raziuddin, 2. Mis Haji| 31102023 1402 (4th Fioor), Super Built up Area - 985 saft| Property 2-
Bhai Stores Pvt. Ltd..| * interest & | situated at, Maa Mansa Puram Dewvi Sai Mandir,| Rs. 38,37,000/-
(Borrower), Md. Rameez| Cier €ost  |Mauza - Salempura Dumra Mohalla - Samanpura, | Rs. 3,84,000/-
SR i and s Pasoos thereon | Piot No. - 395, Khata No. - 134, Tauzi No. - 15184, | Rs. 10,000/-
8210998432 : till realization | pS - Shastri Nagar, Patna - 800014 Boundary of| Alc -
abeen, (Director and G d | Stores Flat No. 402 - East - Lift / Common Passage| 209272434
:u.] Al E:mm ﬂgm m Kabari ;: thereafter, Falt, No. 401 & 403, West - Setback of| IFSC Code -
Exhibition Road, Patna -800001 ' | Building, South - Flat No. 404, North - Open space| CNRB0002004
- of Building

2 - All that Part and Parce! of Residential Flat Property in the name of Mrs. Naureen Razi, situated in "Royal Regency Apartment”
FlatNo. - 404 (4th Fioor), Super Built up Area : 970 sqft situated at, Maa Mansa Puram Devi Sai Mandir, Mauza - Salempura Dumra Mohalla
- Samanpura, Piot No. - 395, Khata No. - 134, Tauzi No. - 15194, PS - Shastri Nagar, Patna - 800014
LifYCommon Passage thereafier, Falt, No. 401 & 403, West - Setback of Building, South - Setback of Building, North - Flat No. - 402

of Flat No. 404 - East -

Alam Advocate

2 Patna 1. M/s Colour Zone, Rs. All Part and Parcel of Fiat Property in the name of | Rs. 22,82,000/-
Exhibition |Proprietor - Fanoos Jabeen,| ©5,76,855.51 | Mrs. Fanoos Jabeen, Situated at Fiat No. - 01, Rs. 2,29,000/-
Road 2. Smt. Fanoos Jabeen, W/o as on Ground Floor of Hussain Apartment in Kabari Gali,| Rs. 10,000/
Branch |S- M. Raziuddin, Both| 31102023 |pS . Gandhi Maidan, Exhibition Road, Dist. -| Alc -
Address of Flat No. 303,| */nterest& |patna, Pin - 800001, Standing over part of| 209272434
“ Humin Aparh-nnnt' mn mcn!'t Huniﬂ'pﬂl Sumy Plﬂt No. - m. Fﬂlﬂﬂ Munlﬂpal IFEC cm -
- m:uz Gali, Exhibition Road, Patna-| mﬂmn Corporation Holding No. - 1256/003, thereafter CNRB0002004
800001 3, Sri Syed = Holding No. - 380 Oid & Holding No. 655 & 655 A, New Holding No. -
Mohammad Raziuddin S/o Late Mohammad Nazim, Flal No. | 1256/001, Ward No. 2/18 (Oid), New Ward No. 28, Sheet No. 30, Zone - §
303, Hussain Apartment, Kabari Gall, Exhibition Road, Patna - | Government Land Valuation List Serial No. - 267, Area (Flat) - 593 sqft.
800001 Boundary of Flat - North - Passage of the Apartment & Car Parking of

Dr. Syed Ghazanfar Hussain, South - Setback of the Apartment, East - Set Back of the Apartment, West - Set back & Generator Room of
the Apartment. Boundary of Flat - North - Branch Road, South - Shiv Kunj Apartment, East - Magbool Apartment, West - House of Ainul

Mr. Roshan Goswami
Branch |(Borrower) S/o Raju
Htg_pmmgnswaw Ward No- 11,
arora, Near Harihar
[No- 35:1:: Complex, Purnea, Bihar
Em, : ‘IMrs. Poonam Devi (Co-
Bihar-854301 15 orrower) W/o Raju
Mob. Goswami, Parora, K. Nagar,
8210998620

3 Pumea

Rs.
18,00,129.72
as on
06.02.2024
+interest &other

Cost thereon
till realization

Disrtict - Pumea in the name of Poonam Devl W/o
Gopal Paswan, South -Niz Vendor, East - Kacchl Rasta, West - Niz Vendor

Sale Deed No. - 8241 Dated- 17/06/2008

All thal part and parcel of land and building
Measuring 4 Decimal 2 Kari Covered Under Khata
No. - 1931 (Part), Khesra No. - 9814 (Part), Thana
No. - 24, Tay)i No. - 1/1308, Situated At Mauja-
Bithnauli Khemchand, Anchal - K. Nagar, Thana-
K. Nagar, Pargana - Dharampur, Sub - Regisrty +

Rs. 24,10,000/-
Rs. 2,41,000/-
Rs. 10,000/-
Alc - 209272434
IFSC Code -
CNRB0008362

Raju Goswami. Boundary - North -

Pumnea, Bihar - 854304
4 | Kishanganj

M/s Hotel New Satpal, Prop.
Branch - Mrs. Satwant Kaur

1st Fir. Besides| (Borrower) W/o Sardar
Khadim's, |Narendra Singh, Hotel New
Chrupatti Rd. | Satpal, Shastri Marg, Ward
Kishanganj |[No- 18, Station Road,
Bazaar Road, | K'shanganj, Bihar- 855108
Kishangan;, |Sardar Nareandra Singh

Bihar - (Guarantor) Sl/o Late Inder

855108 Singh, Hotel New Satpal,
Shastri Marg, Ward No- 18,
Station Road, Kishanganj,
Bihar- - 855108

Mob.
8210998608

Rs.
28,83,979.39
as on
06.02.2024
+interest &other
Cost thereon
till realization

Satyapal Singh

Sale Deed No. : (1) 9523 Dated- 19.08.1988, (2)
1800 Dated- 30.03.1990, (3) 997 Dated-
13.03.1991 & (4) 192 Dated 02.03.1995

All that part and parcel of land Measuring 03 Kattha
09 Dhur 4 25 Dhurki = 9 Decimal Covered Under
Khata No. - 22 & 440 & 566 (old) / M.S - 10 (new),
PlotNo. - 246 & 247/248 & 249/250 (old) /M. S-

- Kasba Kutubganj, District - Ki

Rs. 1,54,14,800/-

Rs. 15,41,480/-
Rs. 10,000/-
Alc - 209272434
IFSC Code -
CNRB0008362

37(new){KA, KHA, GA, GHA, ANGA, CH, CHH, JA, JHA, TA, THA} & M S - 38 (New) -
{KA KHA,GA,GHA ANGA}, Thana No- 480, Tauji No- 07, Ward No
Situated At Mauja

- 13 (Oid) / 14 (New),
j, Bihar in the name of Sard
Narendra Singh S/o Late Inder Singh. Boundary (combined & All Above Mentioned
Sale Deed) North - Raju Sweets, South - Municipality Road, East - Anand Bhawan, West -

5 | Madhepura
Branch
1st Floor,
Main Road,
Madhepura,
Bihar 852113
Mob.
8210998611

1. M/s Aditya Hospital,
Prop- Mrs. Meera Kumari,
Wio Pramod Kumar Pawan,
Ward No- 04, Near PS
College, Madhepura, Bihar
2. Mrs. Meera Kumari
(Borrower) W/o Pramod
Kumar Pawan, Jay Prakash
Nagar, Ward No- 06,

Madhepura, Bihar - 852113

Rs.
22,86,619.93
as on
06.02.2024
+interest &
other
Cost thereon
till realization

S M.T Deed No-11812 Dated- 22/09/2022

All that part and parcel of a land and building
Measuring 4.367 Decimal = 01 Kattha Covered
Under Khata No. - 9 (Oid) / 26 (New), Khesra No. -
4464 (old)/ 2513 (New), Thana No. - 61, Touji No. -
468, Situated At Mouza + Thana +Ancha! + District
- Madhepura, Bihar in the name of Mr. Pramod

Kumar Pawan S/o Late Aditya Prasad Yadav. Boundary - North - Niz,

Rs. 1,03,40,000/-

Rs. 10,34,000/-
Rs. 10,000/

Alc - 209272434
IFSC Code -
CNRB0008362

South - Niz, East - 12 Kan Road, West - Khesra No. 4464

Madhepura, Bihar - 852113 3. Mr. Sumit Anand (Co-Borrower) S/o Pramod Kumar Pawan, Jay Prakash Nagar, Ward No- 06, Madhepura,
Bihar. 4. Mr. Pramod Kumar Pawan (Guarantor) S/o Late Aditya Pd. Yadav, Sunaina Niwas, Jay Prakash Nagar, Ward No- 06,

6 | Kurtha |Borrower - M/s Pawan Sul Rs. The property is situated at Mauza- Maura (462), | Rs. 19,65,000/-
Branch :::'.T:Tﬂ':rf“’g}n' ;‘:-.! 23,00,531.26 |Khata No- 13(Survey)/13 chak, Plot No-| Rs.1,96,500/-
= Baban Tiwari, Prop. Cum ason  |43(survey)/6 chak, Halka No-02, P.S- Chenar, | Rs.10,000/-
u,‘m "uﬂ'.“nr _I "l’. u[n.'h ”'m'm D!ﬁt' Rﬂhtﬂ!n. Bimlﬂm- 1Dm Dwmm ”ﬂ >
Tiwari, S/o Sri Baban Tiwari, | * Interest& | Boundary : North - Awadh Bihari Tiwari, South - | 209272434
Address of both are Vill-| Other Cost | pappy Tiwari, East - NizMokir, West-NizMokir | IFSC Code -
Maura, P.o- Chandra Kaithi, | thereon il | Namg of Property Holder - Mr. Dinesh Tiwari S/o| CNRB0001939
P.S - Chenari, Dist- Rohtas, realization Sri Baban Tiwari
Bihar, 821106
7 | Dibhiya |Sri Birendra Kumar Singh Rs. Property 1 - Residential Land & Building situated | Property 1 -
Branch |S/o Raghu Vansh Singh, Rlo | 10,60,460.71 |atMauza - Siwan, ThanaNo. - 78, Khata No - 371, | Rs. 9,92,000/-
Vill Siwan, Post Dhanej, Dist as on Khasra No - 1369, Thana - Kargahar, Dist-| Rs. 99,200/
Mob. - Rohtas, Kargahar, Bihar- | 06.02.2024 |Rohtas, Bihar - 821107 Extent of Area- 25
8809088505 | 821007 +interest & |Decimal, Boundary : (Actual) North - Mishi| Property 2 -

3 Other Cost | Singh, South - 3' Wide Gali & Dharmendra, East - | Rs. 24,25,000/-
m%gm;ﬁ(mgm thereon til | Niz, West- 13'Wide Kum B‘.nsta Rs. 2.42,500/-
Slo Raghu Vansh Singh, (iii) Rahul Kumar realization Property 2 - Residential Land situated at Mauza
Singh Slo Raghu Vansh Singh, (iv). Raghu | _Siwan, Thana No. - 78, KhataNo. - 371, KhasraNo, - 2194, Thana-| RS- 10,000/-
Vansh Singh Son of Late Ram Janam Singh | Kargahar, Dist - Rohtas, Bihar - 821107, Extent of Area- 43 Decimal,| A/C - 209272434
All Are Residing At Vill Siwan, Post Dhanej, | Boundary: (Actual), North - Khobhari Sah, South - 21 feet Wide| IFSC Code -
Dist. - Rohtas, Kargahar, Bihar - 821007 Kachcha Road, East - Bishwanath Singh, West - 31 feet Wide CNRB0001737
Kachha Rasta. Property Holder - 1. Birendra Kumar Singh S/o Raghu Vansh Singh, 2. Ajay Kumar Singh S/o Raghu Vansh Singh, 3.
Rahul Kumar Singh S/o Raghu Vansh Singh and 4. Raghu Vansh Singh S/o Late Ram Janam Singh

8 | Sasaram |M/s Mishra Enterprises, Rs. Emt of Residential Property Situated At Mauza - | Rs. 11,72,000/-
Branch |Prop. Santosh KumarMishra | 27,69,722.00 |Budhua, Thana No. - 360, Khata No_ - 23, Survery | Rs. 1,17,200/-
Mob.  |Address : Vil - Budhua, PO- as on Plot No. - 20 Me, Halka No. - 07, Dist. - Rohtas, | Rs. 10,000/-
8651488414 | Raipurchore, PS - Shivsagar, | 06 02 2024 | Bihar in the name of Sri Santosh Kumar Mishra | Ae -
Dist. - Rohlas, Bihar - 821123, Mr. Santosh | 4 jpterest & |Son of Late Mahendra Mishra, Total Extent Of | 209272434
Kumar Mishra, (Proprietor Cum Mortgagor) Other Cost |Area- 15 Decimil. Boundary (Actual) - North -
Slo Late Mahendra Mishra, Address : Vill + : : IFSC Code -
PO - Raipurchore, PS - Shivsagar, Dist | thereontil | VacantPlot, South - Ramsagar Bind, East-Road, | o\ opos0aqs
Rohtas, Bihar-821123 realization West - Vacant Plot
Last Date of EMD 08.03.2024 For Detailed terms and conditions of the sale,
please refer to the link provided in www.canarabank.com
Authorised Officer
Canara Bank
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An Ongoing Journey Of
Progress And Unity

The struggles and triumphs of our forebearers have paved the way
for the vibrant, independent Sri Lanka we proudly celebrate today,
says Valsan Vethody, Consul General for Sri Lanka (Mumbai)

rl I j‘he pursuit of Independence has been a
collective struggle shared by nations worldwide,
transcending challenges posed by both

monarchies and colonial powers. Sri Lanka, with its

extraordinary 2,500-year history and distinet civilisation,
stands as a testament to this enduring journey.,

Throughout the ages, our resilient kings confronted
the formidable task of safeguarding our sovereignty
against foreign invaders. It has been 76 years since our
nation secured freedom from a 450-year-long period of
European colonial rule.

Even in the aftermath of gaining Independence, we
confronted almost three decades of adversity, countering
efforts by specific international forces driven by
geopolitical motives to destabilise and fragment our
nation through acts of terrorism.

This struggle for unity is deeply ingrained in the
tapestry of our unique history, reflecting the unwavering
spirit of the Sri Lankan people. The echoes of resistance
and determination resonate through time, illustrating our
steadfast commitment to safeguarding our nation.

As we reflect on our storied past, we draw inspiration
from the resilience of our forebearers and get
strengthened in our patriotism. The enduring struggles
and ultimate triumphs of our forebearers have paved the
way for the vibrant, independent Sri Lanka we proudly
celebrate today, marked by commendable socio-economic
indicators. As we reflect on our storied past, may the
invaluable

Adani
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Puts India O
INnternational Mariti

h

)

VALSAN VETHODY
Consul General for Sri Lanka (Mumbai)

lessons of history continue to serve as guiding beacons,
steering us through the ongoing journey of progress

N 1he
me Map

Adani Ports has expanded its presence globally through
acquisitions and partnerships, particularly in key regions such as
the Middle East and the Indian Ocean

first port at Mundra in Gujarat - marking the begin-

ning of a historieal journey, not only for the group

but also for India’s international maritime trade. Today,
Adani Ports and Special Economie Zone Limited (APSEZ),
a part of the globally diversified Adani Group, has evolved
from a port company to an Integrated Transport Utility pro-
viding end-to-end solutions from port gate to customer gate.
APSEZ is the largest port developer and operator in
India with seven strategieally located ports and terminals on

Twenty—five years ago, the Adani Group developed its
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Adani Ports has bolstered its global footprint with Colombo Port's West Container Terminal

Pl B3

the west coast (Mundra, Tuna, Dahej, and
Hazira in Gujarat, Mormugao in Goa, Dighi in
Maharashtra and Vizhinjam in Kerala) and
seven ports and terminals on the east coast

adani

the ahility to handle 500,000 twenty-foot equivalent units
(TEUs) annually, the Adani logistics business is growing
rapidly. APSEZ’s ports-to-logistics platform comprising
port facilities, and integrated logistics capabilities, includ-
ing multimodal logisties parks, Grade A warehouses, and
industrial economic zones, puts it in an advantageous
position as India stands to benefit from an impending
overhaul in global supply chains.

Adani Ports has expanded its presence globally through
acquisitions and partnerships, particularly in key regions

such as the Middle East and the Indian Ocean.
These international operations position it as
a key player in the global maritime industry.
Qutside India, APSEZ operates Haifa Port in

of India (Haldia in West Bengal, Dhamra in
Odisha, Gangavaram and Krishnapatnam in
Andhra Pradesh, Kattupalli and Ennore in
Tamil Nadu, and Karaikal in Puducherry). It
represents 27% of the country's total port volumes, thus
providing capabilities to handle vast cargo from both the
coastal areas and the hinterland. The port facilities are
equipped with the latest eargo-handling infrastrueture,
which is not only best-in-class but also capable of handling
some of the largest vessels on Indian shores. The ports can
handle a diverse range of cargo.

Over the years, APSEZ has grown to become a provider
of integrated port infrastructure services and Mundra SEZ
in Gujarat is a landmark. Spanning over 8 000 hectares, the
Mundra Economic Hub offers investment options as the
largest multi-product SEZ, Free Trade and Warehousing
Zone (FTWZ) and Domestic Industrial Zone. The
company’s integrated services across three verticals, i.e.
ports, logistics and SEZ, have enabled it to forge alliances
with leading Indian businesses making APSEZ an
undisputed leader in the Indian port sector.

Through its subsidiary, Adani Logistics Limited, APSEZ
operates three logistics parks at Patli in Haryana,
Kila-Raipur in Punjab, and Kishangarh in Rajasthan. With

Ports and
Logistics

Israel, and it is also developing a transhipment
port in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Recently, the U.S. International Develop-
ment Finance Corporation (DFC) announced
that it would be funding, to the tune of USD 553 million, the
Colombo West International Terminal Private Limited
(CWIT) -a consortium of Adani Portg and SEZ Ltd., Sri
Lanka's leading enterprise John Keells Holdings (JKH) and
the Sri Lanka Ports Authority. The port of Colombo is the
largest and busiest transhipment port inthe Indian Ocean. It
has been operating at more than 90% utilisation since 2021,
signalling a need for developing additional eapacity. The new
terminal will eater to growing economies along the Bay of
Bengal, taking advantage of Sri Lanka’s prime location on
the major shipping routes and its proximity to the expanding
markets.

The Adani Group's vision extends beyond mere business
pursuits to encompass nation-building efforts. Through ini-
tiatives like skill-building programs and the development of
guality infrastructure, the group aims to contribute to the
long-term development and sustainahility of the nation. By
aligning with the objectives of local governments, they seek
to ensure that their endeavours benelit communities and
facilitate holistic growth.
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Land Of Endless Opportunities

SriLanka's commitment to open trade makes the island nation one of the most promising business destinationsin Asia

Lrade routes from the East to the West, made it a popular

trading hub in ancient times and acts the same today.
Sri Lanka’s export sector is led by dynamie business leaders
who are steadfastly committed to safeguarding the island’s
reputation as a reliable supplier in the international marketplace.
Sri Lanka's export sector is mainly comprised of merchandise
exports and export of services.

Sri Lanka has entered into Free Trade Agreements with India,
Pakistan, Singapore, and Thailand. Additionally, the Economic
and Technology Cooperation Agreement (ETCA) between
India and Sri Lanka and the China-Sri Lanka Free Trade
Agreement (CSLFTA) are two proposed trade agreements
which will be signed soon,

Indiais the third largest export destination for Sri Lanka. The
total export value from Sri Lanka to India was USD 8297 million
in 2023 and total imports from [ndia to Sri Lanka for the same
period were USD 317178 million. India is the first import origin for
Sri Lanka.

Sr1 Lanka’s main export products to India in 2023 were
animal feed, pepper, areca nuts, petroleum oils, non-alcoholie
beverages, insulated wires & cables, cloves, pulp of wood, waste
& serap of paper and paper boards. Ilts main import products
from India in 2023 were sugars, sugar confectionery & bakery
produets, pharmaceutical products, knitted fabries, woven fabries,
yarn, chillies, and paper & paper products.

Apparel is Sri Lanka'’s major merchandise export to the
world. It has three decades of experience and it strongly
promotes ethical working conditions, free of child & foreed
labour, diserimination, and sweatshop practices. A flagship
green destination, Sri Lanka is the only outsourced apparel
manufacturing country in Asia which complies with EU GSP+. It
hoasts three toprated apparel companies amongst the world's 50
most important suppliers.

SriLanka prides itself on manufacturing several value-added
rubber products by processing raw rubber. This range of rubber
products made in Sri Lanka is internationally acelaimed and
acceptled for quality and durability.

Sri Lanka is also an emerging [CT/BPM hub. Its Island of
Ingenuity (I01) brand has rapidly gained fame for Information
and Communications Technology (ICT) and Business Process
Management (BPM). Sri Lankas ICT/BPM sector is
progressively contributing to the Global Value Chain while

Sri Lanka's centrallocation in the Indian Ocean, straddling

Tea is Sri Lanka's biggest export

WHY INVEST IN SRI LANKA

B 1st Port in South Asia - Colombo Port (WB, S&P Mkt.
Intelligence 2022)

B 1st South Asian country to trial 5G technology in 2022

# Best Transhipment Hub in South Asia

B Boasts the safest cities for women travelling alone
(Women Solo Travel Index 2022)

B Ranked 17th in Top 20 Places to Travel (Readers’ Choice
2022)

serving many Fortune 500 companies in the world.

The inherent uniqueness of Sri Lanka's Electrical &
Electronies industry is its ability to provide end-to-end delivery of
products and services. Eleetrical & Eleetronics manufacturers
and service providers in Sri Lanka, at present operate within the
domains of Electronic Manufacturing Services (EMS), Electrical
& Eleetronies Component Manufacturing, Original Equipment
Manufacturing (OEM), and Design Services, coupled with R&D.

Endowed with delicious seafood as a tiny island surrounded by

the Indian Ocean, Sri Lanka is blessed with a large fishing
ground filled with the most delicious bounties of the Indian
Ocean.

In place of the customary processed food products that are
high in sugar, salt and fat, Sri Lankan processed food and
beverages are mainly based on natural fruits, vegetables, and
cereals like rice and millet that are naturally gluten-free.
Sri Lankan processed food and beverage sector covers a wide
range of produets including coconut, vegetables, and fruit-hbased
products, concentrates and juices, semi-cooked food,
confectionery, bakery products, ready-to-serve food, beverages,
animal feed, and preparations of cereals and flour

Sri Lanka's agricultural practices, agro-industries, and
manufacturing companies have expanded their product range
to meet global quality standards in processing, packaging and
green manufacturing, Certifications include [S0O Standards,
Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP), Hazard Analysis
Critical Control Point (HACCP), USDA Organie, Japanese
Agricultural Standards (JAS), ‘Halal’ certification, and ‘Kosher’
certification.

Historically, Sri Lanka was attractive tothe Western nations
for its spice riches. Today, it exports the most sought-after
cinnamon, pepper, cloves, cardamoms, nutmeg, mace and vanilla.
These spices grow in abundance all over Lhe island in fertile and
diverse soil types and varying temperature conditions, In addition,
Sri Lanka also supplies a range of essential oils and oleoresins
derived from homegrown spices. Sri Lanka is also the only
supplier of true cinnamon to the world.

All tea grown in Sri Lanka is now 100% ozone-friendly. This
is a distinetion which no other tea-producing nation can boast.
All Ceylon Tea is entitled to bear the new ‘Ozone Friendly Pure
Ceylon Tea' logo, certifying that it has been produeed without
the use of any ozone-depleting substances.

Sri Lanka is virtually a ‘“Treasure Island’, enriched with an
astonishing range of vividly coloured gemstones. These were
positioned amongst the priceless exhibits in the Royal Musewm of
Great Britain. A precious and enticing spectrum of Blue
Sapphires, Star Sapphires, Rubies, Star Rubies, Alexandrite,
Spinel, Cat's Eyes, Garnets, Zircons, and Tourmalines of
unsurpassed quality and quantities have been dotingly delivered
in an uninterrupted continuum since the biblical days of Solomon
& Sheba to this date from the gem rich soil of the phenomenally
blessed island nation.
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Heaven On Earth

n February 4, 2024, Sri Lanka unfurled its T6th

Independence Day celebrations, highlighting the
country’s multitude of travel and holiday options to
visitors from across the world.

This island nation which resembles a teardrop
in the Indian Ocean, offers everything the modern
traveller seeks -
from golden sun-
kissed beaches
to numerous pie-
turesque loca-
tions. Here is a
land that houses
some of the
world's  more
sought-after nat-
ural resources,
cultural  won-
ders and her-
itage sites dating
back to 2,500
yvears. Besides,
its exotic
wildlife, adrena-
line-inducing  adventures and  delectable
culinary trails are guaranteed to liven up the
experience of any holiday seeker.

Despite the many challenges the past years have
posed, be it social, cultural or political, Sri Lanka
Tourism, the apex body responsible for promoting the
destination globally and enhancing its tourism
offerings, has forged ahead with plans to ensure the
industry is sustained. The administration has
done everything in its capacity to ensure revenue
generation. As the National Tourism Organisation, it
has econtributed in many ways to promote Sri Lanka
as one of the best tourist destinations in the world, by
conducting global campaigns, participating in
overseas travel and trade fairs, hosting international
journalists and initiating new projects to attract global
travellers.

It has been a difficult journey, but as a result of the
relentless promotional efforts, Sri Lanka Tourism
together with the industry stakeholders has achieved
its target of bringing the maximum number of tourists
to Sri Lanka in 2023, capping a perfect vear. It now
aims to double these numbers in 2024. Touché!

®® /AdaniOnline

adanl

For All National Local Newspapers And Magazines Join My Paid Group.
Details WhatsApp 8969469464

We have consciously extended
our scale beyond our businesses,

to help the country overcome

Growth, the way
It IS meant to be.

economic challenges; to ensure people
live 3 good quality of life, uninterrupted.
We believe scale can lead to
goodness, and this is what drives us to

growth. Because, the more we grow,

the more lives we can touch.
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Farmers protest &

at Delhi-Noida
border, leave

after assurance

Panel to look into demand for higher
compensation on land acquired

DHEERAJMISHRA
NOIDA, FEBRUARY 8

FOLLOWING THE call by three
farmerorganisations tomarch to
the Parliament, hundreds of
farmers of Noida and Greater
Noida from around 140 villages
in the state came together to
protest against the Noida,
Greater Noida and Yamuna
Authority, and the Uttar Pradesh
government, for allegedly not ac-
cepting their demandsrelated to
compensation for their land.

Though the farmers had
planned to walk up to the
Parliament in the Capital, they
were stopped by Noida Policeat
Dalit Prerana Sthal. Following
talks with the police and repre-
sentatives of the Gautam Budha
Nagar administration, the stir,
which startedaround 1 pm, was
called off after around six hours
even as farmers said they will
continue their protest at their re-
spective places in Noida and
Greater Noida.

Among assurances given to
the farmers were formationof a
high-powered committee to
look into their issues, and a
meeting with the police com-
missioner later in the day.

“A high-powered committee
has been formed, where all the
farmer issues related to Noida,
Greater Noida and Yamuna
Authoritywill bediscussed inde-
tail,” SukhbirKhalifa of Bharatiya
Kisan Parishad, one of the organ-
isations leading the protest, said.
The other organisations were Jai
Jawan Jai Kisan Sangathan and
Alchil Bharatiya Kisan Sabha. The
committee would comprise an
MP, an MLA, CEOs of all three au-
thorities, NTPC CMD, and the
Industrial Development minister.

On the meeting with the po-
lice commissioner, Rupesh
Verma, district president of
Kisan Sabha, said, "The meeting
has completely failed and re-

mained inconclusive. Inthe end,
it was decided that another
round of meetings with CEOs of
three authorities will be held.”
The protest also created a
huge traffic jamin the city, espe-
cially on the roads leading to
Delhi with the police installing
barriers at all the borders con-
necting Noida with the Capital.

‘Not left with any land’

Subodh Yadav, 34, who
joined the protest, said his 12
bigha land, which was in his fa-
ther's name, was acquired in
2013 by the Greater Noida
Authority, which gave hima 6%
developed plot ascompensation.

“It has been around seven
yearssince we have been fighting
butwe are yettoget the additional
4% plot. Hum kisi se kuchh maang
nahi mhe hain, ye hamara hag hai
(We are not asking for anything,
except whatis rightfully ours).
After fighting for years in court,
they gave us an additional 64.7%
compensation. Onmy land, Gaur
city and Amrapali housing soci-
eties have been developed while
we are here on the road,” said
Yadav, aresidentofltaihdavillage.

Surender Kasana, 43, resident
of Badauli village, said around 70
Bigha of land of his family, belong-
ing to his father and three uncles,
was acquired by the Noida
Authority in 2007. However, he is
yet to get additional compensa-
tionand 10% plot. "..Now, we do
not have any land left. | have two
children. How will | take care of
them?" said Kasana.

A Noida authority official said
the demands were discussed in
previous meefings and were for-
warded to the government.

“The board discussed both
the major demands of the farm-
ers, which is 10% developed plot
andadditional compensation, in
its earlier meetings and the pro-
posalhas been forwarded to the
UP government to take a final
call..," said the official.

Posing as passenger, cop
nabs pickpocket at station

ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY B

ON FEBRUARY 7, a man stood in
the ticket line of the Sarai Rohilla
Railway Station, his mobile phone
peeking out ofhis back pocket. A
23-year-old man spotted it,
placed himself behind the pas-
senger, and reached out to grab
the device. Next he knew, the
pickpocket was overpowered by
another man standing right be-
hind. What he didn’t know,
though, was that the passenger
that he was trying to target wasa
policemanand the mobile phone,
abait tocatch him. The person be-
hind was another cop.

Head Constable Surjeetand
Constable Pritam came up with
the idea when an[TBP Constable,
TSamuel, approached policeal-
leging he was robbed of his
phone while trying to board a
train. The two cops had been
camping at the station fora week
as part of their drive to catch

At Garden of Five Senses pre—weddmg shoots in comfort soon

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

FULLY FURNISHED changing
rooms, makeup rooms that will
accomodate five-six persons
each with attached washrooms,
a common room and a drawing
room — the Garden of Five
Senses inDelhi's Chhatarpur will
soongetamegarevamp, inabid
to make an exclusive facility to
promote pre-wedding, bridal,
and other kinds of film shooting,

A senior official said that the
Garden is one of the popular des-
tfinations for "pre-wedding pho-
toshoots” in the Capital "Onanav-
erage, we see two to five

Accused at
the railway
station’s
ticket line.

pickpockets. Officers said at least
four incidents of theft of cell-
phones had been reported near
the lift of the station.

When Samuel approached
the police Wednesday, his
phone's location showed that
the device was present on the
premises of the station. Surjeet
then kept his phone in his back
pocket. “The accused spotted it
and headed to the ticket counter
while Pritam followed him. After
five minutes, he jumped the
queue and took away Surjeet’s
phone, moments after which
Pritam overpowered him,” said
another officer.

DCP(Railways ) KPS Malhotra
said the accused was identified
as Shabad, originally a resident
of Bijnor, Uttar Pradesh.

pre-wedding shoots and filming
every day. This goes beyond 10
during the peak wedding season,
especially in winter — between
October and March-end...
Shooting for web series, short
films, documentaries, and feature
films also take place. But, there is
no proper changing room for
bridesatpresent,” said the official.
To ensure that women are
safe, the department will also
develop a dedicated 1,500-
square-foot (approximately) fa-
cility for bridalshoots. According
to officials, the air-conditioned
facility will be fully furmnished
with sofa, chair, and table sets.
"At present, women struggle
to change clothes... The plan has
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PROTESTERS WERE FROM 140 VILLAGES IN NOIDA GREATER NOIDA

During the protest in Noida on Thursday. Gajendra Yaday
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SKYWATCH

FORECAST: February 9
= Mainly clear sky.

L

“5"  Mistin themorning
MAX: 23 MIN: 8
0.3°C below normal 1.4°C below normal

Protest leads to traffic snarls on several

stretches, commuters stuck for hours

gre el B

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, FEBRUARY 8

TRAFFICIN the national capital
crawled for hours, with com-
muters complaining of conges-
tion, inadequate arrangements,
and police restrictions on arte-
rial routes between Noida and
Greater Noida amidst the farm-
ers' proposed march to the
Parliament on Thursday.
Though police denied any
congestion in the district, com-
muters claimed to have wit-
nessed restrictions on Pari
Chowk, service lanes along the
Noida Expressway, and various
sectors on route leading to the
Mahamaya flyover near the Uttar
Pradesh-Delhi border — where
the march was contained by se-
curity personnel, spilled over
across Gautam Buddha Nagar.
"The Kalindi Kunj border wit-
nessed major traffic issues. All
other Delhi borders did not face
heavy congestion. However, be-
cause we had diverted the traffic
already, it did not create major
congestion atother places within
the city. The traffic police had is-
sued an advisory, so commuters
took that into account,” said Anil
Kumar Yadav, DCP (Traffic).
Commuters who ended up
spending hours in the crawling
traffic, however, complained of
“evidentmismanagement” by the
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A massive traffic snarl on the DND Expressway on Thursday. Tashi Tobgyal
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Noida traffic police. "Instead of ef-
fectively managing and regulat-
ing the vehicles of protesting
farmers, police blodced access to
the Noida Expressway at many
points on the service lanes con-
necting residential areas to it,”
yoti Singh, a corporate employee
whoresidesinGreater Noidaand
worls in Noida, complained.
“Police personnel standing

next to UP public buses, heavy
machinery,andbamicades had no
answer when asked which moute
dnversshould tale toreach Noida.
| had to drive via Greater Noida
West, and travelled for over two
hours to reach work, which usu-
ally takes 45 minutes,” she said,
ShashiKaushik, aresidentofa
high-rise in Sector 137 along the
Noida Expressway, also com-

plained of heavy congestion due
to"poor” traffic mismanagement.
“The exit points of service lanes
were randomly restricted, and
there was choclea-block traffic for
several hoursbetween the Amity
University and Mahamaya fly-
over," he alleged. "No police offi-
cers were present to regulate the
bumper-to-bumper congestion,
which was made worse by two-

MCD passes Rs 16,000-crore budget

Decision was taken amid chaos during its second presentation on Thursday

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THE MUNICIPAL Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) passed its budget
for the financial year 2024-25,
totaling Rs 16,000 crore, amidst
chaos during its second presen-
tation on Thursday.

The House session witnessed
disruptions from the opposition
B]P councillors, with Mayor
Shelly Oberoi passing the budget
in the absence of MCD
Commissioner Gyanesh Bharti.
In the previous financial year
2022-23, the corporation had
recorded an income of Rs
9,506.58 crore, For the upcom-
ing fiscal year, the corporation
anticipates anincrease inthe tax
collection, aided by geo-tagging
of properties, with anaim to hit
a Rs 2.000-crore boost.

In addition to revenue from
property tax, revenues from car
parking,advertisement, and trade

licensing is also expected torise.

Meanwhile, claiming that the
budget was passed through an
"illegal passage" in the absence
of the Commussioner, a Delhi BJP
delegation submitted a memo-
randum to L-G V KSaxena.

The Delhi government’s con-
tribution to the MCD for teach-
ers’ salaries is set to increase to
Rs 1,500 crore — reflecting a
slight uptick from the previous
year. The health department’s
budget has also seen an increase,
focusing on improving MCD
hospitals to align with the Delhi
government standards. A sub-
stantial allocation is earmarked
for sanitation in the upcoming
fiscal year, with anaim to tackle
long-standing garbage issues.

Efforts include the deploy-
ment of vacuum-based battery-
operated cleaning machines as
well as plans for waste manage-
ment. Furthermore, initiatives to
improve air quality through the
promotion of e-vehicles and

The Garden of Five Senses in Delhi’s Chhatarpur. Express

been proposed. So, keeping in
view their comfort and safety...

Wedding shooting is not done in
Dilli Haatasitis mainlya place for

charging stations are also on the
agenda. There are provisions for
road improvement projectsworth
Rs 1,000 crore, along with a 100-
time increase in the Mayor's dis-
cretionary. Additionally, Rs 15
crore was allocated for the main-
tenance and construction of gau
sadans for the welfare of cows.

To enhance transparency, the
MCD plans transition froma sin-
gle-entryaccounting systemtoa
double-entry one,alongwithef-
forts to digitise all transactions,
Special provisions for repairing
corporation buildings and ad-
dressing road safety concerns, in-
cluding dark spots, have also
been outlined. The corporation
aims to incentivise the coun-
cilor's attendance with a pro-
posed allowance of Rs 25,000 per
House meeting, while allocating
Rs 10 crore for the purpose.

The MCD plans doorstep de-
livery of government servicesand
revenue-generating measures
such as renting school play-

ALLABOUT THEPLAN

What isthe plan?

To promote garden as a
venue of pre-wedding
photoshoots, shooting
ofwebseries and films

How many shoots will
be allowed in aday?
Five to 10 on an average,
can exceed during peak
Seasons

What's more in store?
A facility for staycation
and a guest room

shopping, but the departmenthas
planned to develop a fully fur-

grounds and auctioning illegal
parking sites. Utilisation of Al for
maintaining roads, monitoring
garbage, and managing parking
areasare part of the budgetary ini-
tatives. These include using Al for
prompt road cleaning and equip-
ping parking spaceswith FASTags,
and a new app for parking areas.

"Today, we passed the budget
amidst the ruckus created by BJP
councillors.., Our biggest achieve-
ment is there has beenno change
mn the budget presented by the
MCD Commissioner,” said Oberoi.

The initial proposal for the
budget was put forth by the
Commissioner during the
Special Budget Meeting of the
House on December 8 lastyear.

The budget presentationwas
labeled as the "Commissioner's
and officers’ budget”; and in re-
sponse, leaders of the AAP-led
MCD had pledged to conduct
over 200 meetings to gather
public opinions and input for the
final budget.

nished babysitting room...," said
the official, adding that tendem
have been floated with the proj-
ectcostat Rs 40-50 lakh (approx-
imately).

The Delhi Tourism depart-
ment plans redevelopment of
the Gardenalong thelines of the
Singapore-model gardens and
parks, with cafes and restau-
rants, guest rooms, and stayca-
tion facilities to promote eco-
tourismand increase the footfall
of tourists as well as locals. "The
revamping planisalmost ready,
and will soon be submitted for
administrative and financial ap-
proval...," said the official.

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

wheelers... Many even took the
wrong side to head back towards
Pari Chowk on the Expressway.”
The Delhi traffic police,
meanwhile, said that heavy traf-
fic was witnessed on the DND,
Chilla, and Ghazipur borders; as
Sarita Vihar in South Delhi wit-
nessed several vehicles heading
towards Noida through Kalindi
Kunj getting stuck for hours.

WHAT ARE
THE FARMERS
DEMANDING

The farmers in Noida
and Greater Noida,
whose lands were
acquired for various
projects, have three
major demands:

10 PERCENTOF THE
DEVELOPED PLOT:
The protesting farmers
are demanding 10% of
residential plotsfor
their families on

the developed land as
compensation for their
land acquired by the
authorities for different
developmental
projects. Currently, the
Noida Authority grants
the farmers 5% plot of
the total acquired land,
while the Greater Noida
Authority gives them
6%, and Yamuna
Authority 7% plot

as land acquisition
compensation.

ADDITIONAL
COMPENSATION:
Farmers are demanding
additional monetary
compensation on the
basis of 2011 Allahabad
High Courtorder, where
a full bench had

decided the Writ
Petition by upholding
the acquisition with
regard to several
villages of Noida and
Greater Noida and
directed additional
compensation of 64.7%
to the farmers whose
lands had been
acquired by the Noida
and Greater Noida
authorities. The order of
the Allahabad HC was
later upheld by the
Supreme Court.

JOBS: Farmersare also
demanding jobsand
medical facilities for
their families along
with permission for
commercial use of
allotted plots. This,
especially, is interms of
the National Thermal
Power Corporation
(NTPC) over the land it
acquired from themin
the 1980s,toset upa
power project in Dadri.

-DHEERAJMISHRA

‘GREEN AREAS ARELUNGS OFCITY’

HC disposes of plea to stop
demolition, says no illegal
structure on public land

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

“RIGHT TO health, right to
breathe, and right to heritage and
culture have to be harmonised
and balanced,"” said the Delhi
High Court on Thursday, while
hearing a public interest litiga-
tion (PIL), seeking directions to
authorities including the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA ) to
desist from demolishing the
‘Ashig Allah Dargaly’, including
the ‘Baba Farid' chillagah and
other nearby historical monu-
ments, in Mehrauli or Sanjay Van.

A division bench of Acting
Chief Justice Manmohan and
Justice Manmeet Pritam Singh
Arora said inthe order, “This Court
1s of theview thatundoubtedly life
In its expanded horizons includes
all that gives meaning to a man's
life, including his culture and her-
itage, and the protection of that
heritage in its full measure.

However, this Court takes judicial
notice of the fact that Delhi is one
of thecities thatare worst affected
by pollution...” Itsaid Mehrauliand
Sanjay Van are marked as
“green forestareas” inthe city's
Master Plan, adding that greenar-
eas are the “lungs of the city”, and
allstatutory authonties have to put
in efforts to ensure that “noillegal
or unauthorised construction is
carried out on this public land”.

The HC, after examining pho-
tosinPIL said thatit was apparent
thatsomeofthe structures located
in the midst of thick forest have
been “renovated recently, and are
occupied by certain families™.

The petitioners’ counsel ar-
gued that the area where the
Ashig Allah Dargah is, has been
barricaded by police as well as
public access has been re-
stricted.., raising "serious appre-
hension of its impending demo-
lition”. He argued “the dargahs
and surrounding monuments
ought tobe protected”.

Authorities working at ground
level, all failed us: Delhi HC

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court
on Thursday said that despite
“multi-disciplinary jurisdiction”
of the aity’s civic authorities, it is
troubled over their failure to pre-
vent "unauthorised construc-
tion” at a sealed property near
centrally protected monuments

Nizamuddin ki Baoli and
Barakhamba Tomb.
The HC was hearing a public

interest litigation (PIL) moved by
an NGO, Jamia Arabia Nizamia
Welfare Education Society, claim-
ing that “illegal and unauthorised
construction” is underway at

‘Khasra number 556 Ziyarat guest
house'near the baoli (stepwell).
During the hearing, adivision
bench of Acting Chief Justice
Manmohanand justice Manmeet
Pritam Singh Arora said, “We are
troubled by the fact that the DDA,
MCD, Delhi Police, and ASI have
all not risen tothe occasion. With
so many authorities working at
the ground level, they have all
failed us... We will bring inan in-
dependent investigative agency
and it will examine it.” ENS
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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GOVT & POLITICS

HERE AND THERE

THE SUPREME Court's seven-judge constitution bench hearing
sub-classification of Scheduled Castes witnessed some lighter
moments this week when Chief justice of India DY Chandrachud
aslked a lawyer as towhich side he was appearing for, petitioners
orrespondents. The counsel replied, "] am partly on this side and
partly on the other side.” "So you are neither here nor there,”
guipped Justice B RGaval Matters didn't end there as the CJl upon
noting the tone of the lawyer's submissions said he seemed to
have opened the batting for the respondents. The court was still
hearing the petitioners when the lawyer took his chance.
Responding to the CJI's statement, the counsel said, “"But myname
is included in the list of petitioners.”

‘LicENCE TO STUDY

THE CENTRE for Policy Research (CPR), which has been in the
Ministryof Home Affairs’ crosshairs forover a year for allegedly
violating foreign funding rules, has been roped in by another
ministry to evaluate one of its flagship missions. Along with the
National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA), the CPR is studying
the functioning of Special Purpose Vehicles( SPVs ) of Smart Cities
Mission of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. When
questioned by a House panel on whether it had done any eval-
uationof the SPV model, the ministry said ithad commissioned
the CPR and NIUA study. The study is expected tobe completed
by March. Recently, the MHA had cancelled The think tank's
FCRA licence, cutting offits ability to receive foreign funds.

No room for divisions
in India’s unity in
diversity, says PM

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 8

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Maodi on Thursdaysaid there was
no place for divisions in India's
mantra of unity in diversity and
that “Ek Bharat, Shreshtha
Bharat™ was a spiritual belief.
“"We have harnessed our
strengthand diversity, transform-
ing every corner of the counftry
into a powerhouse of progress. As
ShriKrishna teaches us-‘1am the
soul seated in the hearts of all liv-
ing beings' - emphasising the
unity thatlies within the diversity

Cabinet approves
Rs 6,000-crore

fishery scheme

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THE CENTRE on Thursday ap-
proved the "Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Kisan Samridhi Sah-
Yojana (PM-MKSSY)".

A decision to this effect was
taken by the Union Cabinet, which
met under the chairmanship of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
ThePM-MKSSYis acentral sector
sub-scheme under the Pradhan
Mantri Matsya Sampada for for-
malisation of the fisheries sector
and supporting fisheries micro
andsmallenterpnses. Under PM-
MKSSY, an investment of over Rs
6,000 crore will be done over a pe-
riod of next four years fromfinan-
cial year 2023-24t0 2026-27 mall
States/Union Territories,

Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Anurag
Singh Thalkur said this is an at-
tempt in the direction of formal-
isation of the fisheries sector.
Under this initiative, a National
Fisheries Digital Platform will be
created to provide 40 lakh small
and micro-enterprises work-
based identities,

The Cabinetalsoapproved ex-
tension of Fisheries and
Aquaculture  Infrastructure
Development Fund (FIDF ) for an-
other three years up to 2025-26
withinthe already approved fund
size of Rs 752248 aore and budg-
etary support of Rs 93948 crore.

The Union Cabinet also ap-
proved the proposal for signing
of three Bilateral MoUs by
International Financial Services
Centres Authority (IFSCA) with
Financial Services Commission
Mauritius (FSC Mauritius),
Capital Markets Authority, State
of Kuwait (CMA Kuwait) and
Bangladesh Securities and
Exchange Commission (BSEC).

In a separate decision, the
Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs approved six projects of
the Ministry of Railways with a
cost of Rs 12,343 crore with 100%
funding from the Centre,

of our nation. This unity in diver-
sity is ingrained so deeply in the
Indian psyche that the notion of
division finds no place within it.
For the world, a nation may rep-
resent a political ideology, but for
India, "Ek Bharat ShreshthaBharat’
is a spiritual belief," the PM said.
He was addressing the 150th
birthanniversary of AcharyaSrila
Prabhupada, the founder of
Gaudiya Mission that propagates
the teachings of Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu. For the next 25
years, till the 100th year of
Independence in 2047 he said the
country would work with devel-
opmentand heritage in harmony.

RLD-NDA deal ‘almost final’: SP

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY 8

WITH CONSENSUS yet to be
reached with the Samajwadi
Party (SP)on details of seat-shar-
nginUttar Pradesh, the Rashtrya
Lok Dal (RLD)is moving closer to
joining the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) inthe
coming days, sources within the
party told The Indian Express on
Thursday. The BJP, party insiders
said, was offering it four Lok
Sabha constituencies, a Union
ministry, and two state ministries.
If the RLD jumpsship, itwill be
amajor blow tothe OppositionIN-
DIA alliance in UP at a time when
the Congress and the Samajwadi
Party (SP) are also attempting to
resolvedifferences over seat-shar-
ing. A senior RLD leader said,
“Things have been almost finalised
between us and the BJP. The for-
mal announcement may happen
soon, perhapsin aday or two."
AnRLD leader also provided
details of the seat-shanng arrange-
ment. "The BJP is giving us four
seats for the Lok Sabha polls, one

SP president Akhilesh Yadav and RLD chief Jayant Chaudhary
had announced to contest 7 Lok Sabha seats together in UP.

Union ministry,and twostate min-
isters in UP. There are some issues
on some seats but they will be
worked out. One of the seats they
are refusing to give us is
Muzaffarnagar. That, too, will be
worked out,” the leader said.
Union Minister Sanjeev Balyan has
beenrepresenting Muzaffarnagar
in the LokSabha since 2014,
Sources in the BJP also con-
firmed progress in the talks be-
tween the two parties. A senior
BJP leader in Delhi said, "Our
party is offering them Baghpat,
Mathura, Hathras, and Amroha.
The party leadership has refused
to give them Muzaffarnagar and

Kairana. We are even offering
Bijnor and Saharanpur.”

If the RLD quits the INDIA al-
liance, it will further weaken the
beleaguered alliance in UP, Last
month, SP president Akhilesh
Yadav announced that the RLD
would be allotted seven con-
stituencies as part of a seat-shar-
ing arrangement but the lack of
clarity about which constituendes
the partywould get had created a
senseofuncertainty in party ranks.

SP insiders had earlier said
that the RLD would get Baghpat,
Kairana, Mathura, Hathras, and
Fatehpur Sikri while discussions
were on for Muzaffarnagar,

Meerut, Bijnor, and Amroha.R1D
leaders said there had been issues
over the SPwantingitsleaders to
contest some of these sevenseats
on their symbol. Among these
seats was Kairana, where the 5P
wanted to field Iqra Hasan, the
sister of SPMLA Nahid Hasan.

In Varanasi, Akhilesh on
Thursday did not provide a clear
answer on the future of the SP-
RLD partmership. “The B]P knows
how to break parties and when to
take whom. The BJP also knows
how to cheat. You have seen how
cheating happened in the recent
Chandigarh mayoral elections.
The BJP knows how tobuy parties,
Itisnot by coincidence that the BJP
has become the biggest party.
They knowwhere tosend ED, CBI,
and the [T department,” he said.

For the last couple of days,
there have been reports of RLD
leaders meeting the BJP leader-
ship, Amid this, RLD chief Jayant
Chaudhary, who was elected
Rajya Sabha MP from UP in 2022
with the SP’'s support, main-
tained silence, On Wednesday,
Alchilesh appeared todissuadethe
RLD from joining the NDA.

Telis notified under Cong’s Gujarat govt: BJP

PARIMAL DABHI
& LEENAMISRA
AHMEDABAD, FEBRUARY 8

CONGRESS MP Rahul Gandhi on
Thursday found himself nanother
row during his Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra's Odisha leg by claiming
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was "net born an OBC", prompt-
ing a sharpretort from the Centre.

“He was born a Teli, which
was in the general category, and
it was the B]P which included
them in the OBC category in
2000," the Wayanad MP said,
laterrevisingittosay Modi was a
“Modh Ghanchi" in Chhattisgarh.

*Modi ji was not born OBC.
Modi is from Modh Ghachi caste
in Gujarat and the state govern-
ment gave it OBC statusin 2000.
Your Prime Minister (Modi)was
not of OBC caste. He was from
general caste. For 24 hours, he
says he is OBC but Modiji you are
not OBC, you are from general
caste," Rahul said.

Accusing Modi of "fooling the
people”, he said this was why his
government was notinfavourof
a nationwide caste census as it
was essentially meant to deter-
mine the real proportion of dif-
ferent castes and groups.

Who are Telis in
Gujarat?

According to the National
Commission for Backward
Classes ([NCBC), members of the
Teli community in Gujarat are oil
millers by occupationand are in-
volved in the traditional craft of
“tel ghani (oil extraction)"”.

On July 25, 1994, Gujarat gov-
ernment led by
Congress's Chief Minister
Chhabildas Mehta hadis-
sued a resolution while
adding the Ghanchicom-
munity among the list of
Socially and Economically
Backward Classes (SEBCs ).

Another resolution of the
Gujarat government - dated june
20, 1995, places the Teli and
Modh Ghanchi communities at
number 25A inthe list while the
Ghanchi{Muslims) are placed at
number 25. “From now on, as
per the SEBC list, caste certifi-
catesshould beissued as peren-
try 25— Ghanchi (Muslim) or as
per entry 25A — Teli and Modh
Ghanchi (Hindu )" the 1995 gov-
ernment resolution states.

Are Modh Ghanchis

on Central OBC list?
Apublic hearingof the Gujarat

EXPLAINED

Bench of the NCBC was held in
Ahmedabad in August 1997 toin-
clude Telisand 16other sub-castes,
including the Modh Ghanchis in
the Central list of OBCs.

The Teli community, repre-
sented by general secretaryof the
Gujarat State Tailik Sahu
Mahasabha, NS Chaudhari,sub-
mitted that the Telis and Modh
Ghanchis were not included in

the Centralliston the ba-
sis of the "principle of
commonality”, as they
found a place in the
® | Mandallist, but Ghanchi
(Muslims) featured in

both.

“Those present at the public
hearing not only did not object
to the inclusion of Teliand Modh
Ghanchi as synonyms of
Ghanchi{ Muslim)inthe Central
list of OBCs but also supported
it," the NCBC noted and recom-
mended the inclusion of theTeli
community in the list with ret-
rospective effect from the date
when the reservation for back-
ward classes came into effect -
September 8, 1993.

Following the recommenda-
tions of the NCBC, the Ministryof
Social Justice and Empowerment
amended the Central list and
added the Telis and Modh

‘Not on warpath... but there’s discrimination
against Opp-ruled states, especially Kerala’

IN DELHI with his entire Cabinet
and LDF MLAs and MPs to
protest against the Centre over
its fiscal policy towards states,
Kerala Chief Minister and CPI(M )
Politburo member PINARAYI
VIJAYAN talks to LIZ MATHEW
about why his government was
forced to take this step and why
he sees no contradictions in the
Left's alliance with the Congress
in INDIA, Excerpts:

The Left has always beenonthe
warpath against the Union
government and BJP. But this
time the state’s entire ruling
apparatus led by you was in
Delhi to protest. You have also
moved the SC against ‘discrim-
ination’ by the Centre.

We are not onany warpath,
we have cooperated effectively
on various developmental
projects and welfare schemes.
At the same time, we have
some serious concerns about
the discrimination and
injustice being meted out to
Kerala, especially with regard
to our finances. It is not just
Kerala, all Opposition-ruled
states are facing such trouble.
Ours is probably the severest.
We have raised them (the
issues ) through various means,
but they have fallen on deaf
ears. That is why we had to
approach the Supreme Court.

There is a criticism that your
protest was political and the
real intention was to divertat-
tention from mishandling of
the state economy.

Ifthatwas the case, why did
the government of Karnataka
also protest? Why is it that
several states have approached
the Supreme Court on issues
related to their finances and
administration? We have come
out in protest after trying
everything else. We wrote to
the Union... the FM was briefed
in person. The PM was notified
officially. Despite trying for

THE EXPRESS
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more than a year.. the Union
hasnot responded favourably...
Despite the Union strangling us,
we have achieved remarkable
growth, Kerala's total
expenditure has risen from Rs
1,31,884 crore in 2020-21 toRs
1,58,738 crore in 2022-23. By
the end of this year, it is poised
to rise to Rs 1,68,407 crore, Our
own revenue has grown from
Rs 58,341 crore in 2021-22 to Rs
71,968 crore in 2022-23 and, by
this yearend, it will increase to
Rs 78,000 crore. Does this look
like mishandling?

Though the LDF and UDF are
part of the INDIA alliance, the
Congress did not participate in
your government’s protest.
The state leadership of the
Congress should answer this...
In a similar situation in the
past... when the UDF was in
office, the Leader of the
Opposition from the LDF..
accompanied the then CM to
meet the PM (of BJP). to
demand that the state get what
is ours... However, the present

Opposition in Kerala isn't
interested in standing for state...

Do you think people will ac-
ceptyour proposition of fight-
ing the Congress in Kerala and
aligning with them elsewhere?

During UPA-I, we had
provided outside support to
the government on the basis of
a common minimum
programme. We have always
stood for the interest of the
country. In the all-India
scenario, the Sangh Parivar
and BJP are furthering their
communal agenda without
addressing issues of people's
lives and livelihoods. They are
anti-Constitution. They are
trying to weaken all its values,
especially secularism and
federalism, and ultimately our
democracy. So, they have to be
defeated. Accordingly
democratic and secular parties
have to come together...

Federalism is common concern
of Opposition. Given your long
administrative experience, how
doyouviewthe Centre-statere-
lations under Narendra Modi?

Those who wax eloguent
about cooperative federalism
(BJP) have tried to undercut
the devolution of funds to
states by influencing the
Finance Commission (FC). The
Terms of Reference of FCs are
determined by the Union
government, States' opinions
and suggestions are not taken
into account. At the same
time, we are seeing the Union
government amassing funds
by hiking cess and surcharge
which are not shared with the
states as they do not fall in the
divisible pool. Yet, the Union
government's allocation forits
own schemes is coming down
year after year, with states
forced to shell out more from
their cash-strapped pockets...
Essentially we should have a
strong Union and empowered

states. Kerala is doing its fair
share in making the Union
strong by contributing
massively by way of bringing
in  much-needed foreign
exchange... The NRKs (Non-
Resident Keralites) too fetch
foreign exchange. Despite our
contributions... we are being
discriminated against.

BJP always speaks of rampant
use of Article 356, including
against the first Left govt in
Kerala led by E M S
Namboodiripad. Do you see
Meodi govt as more considerate?

Subsequent to the Supreme
Court's verdict in the S R
Bommai vs Union of India, it is
not that easy to invoke Article
356. However, the current
ruling dispensation does not
have to use Article 356. They
are able to topple elected
governments through horse-
trading... Is altering people's
verdict the definition of being
considerate? They abrogated
Article 370. They make
governors dance to their tune
in Opposition-ruled states.

Your daughter is facing
seriouscharges.

All through, there have been
aslew of allegations against lead-
ersofthe Left. Notasingle one has
cometrue, because we inthe Left
are incorruptible... The PM has all
the central agencies at his beck
and call...hisagencies are notable
to find anything concrete.

Your govt's relations with
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan? Have theyreacheda
point of no return?

The issue is not isolated to
Kerala, It affects the whole coun-
try, especially its federal character.
We cannotallow Indian democ-
racy which was envisaged as a
‘Unionof States' o becrippled into
an undemocratic ‘Union over
States’. FULL INTERVIEWON

www.indianexpress.com

Ghanchis to it in October 1999,
around the time the Atal Biharn
Vajpayee government led by the
BJP came to power. The following
year, the listwas further amended
to include the Teli Sahus, Teli
Rathods and Teli Rathores.

Currently, the Central list of
OB(Cs features 104 communities
from Gujarat.

BJP response to Rahul

The Central government is-
sued a short note titled “facts re-
garding Rahul Gandhi'sstatement
on PM'scaste”, inwhich itsaid the
Modh Ghanchi caste wasincluded
in Gujarat'slistof socially and eco-
nomically backward classes and
OBCs. The note added that the no-
tification toinclude the sub-group
in the list of OBCs was issued on
July 25, 1994 —whenthe statewas
helmed by the Congress.

“The same sub-group wasin-
cluded (in) OBC(list )as per a gov-
emmentnotificationdated April
4,2000.When both notifications
were released, Shri Narendra
Maodi was not in power, and was
notholding anexecutive office at
the time,” the Centre's response
said. Modi assumed charge as
the CM of Gujaratin 2001, a post
he held till 2014 when he became
the Prime Minister.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi being felicitated by
Chhattisgarh Congress chief Deepak Baij and other party
leaders at Rengarpali in Raigarh on Thursday. rii

‘Modi not OBC by
birth’: Rahul says
PM will never
hold caste census

SUWJIT BISOYI

& JAYPRAKASHSNAIDU
BELPAHAR, JHARSUGUDA,
RAIPUR, FEBRUARY 8

CONGRESS LEADER Rahul Gandhi
on Thursday hit out at Prime
Minister Narendra Madi for “lying
to the world”, saying that Modi
was not born into the Other
Baclward Class (OBC) category.
PM Modi will never hold a caste
census in the country, he added.
"Narendra Modi OBC paida
nahi hue the... aap sab logon ka
bhayankar bewakoof banaya ja
raha hain...Narendra Modi Teli
caste main Gujarat main paida hue
the... Unkicommunity ko BJPgov-
ernment ne saal 2000 main OBC
banaya... (Narendra Modi was
not born as OBC. You are being
made a fool of. Modi was born in
the Teli caste in Gujarat. The BJP
government made his commu-
nity OBC in 2000,” Gandhi said,
addressing a rally at Belpahar in
Odisha's Jharsuguda district dur-
ing the third day of his Bharat
|odo MNyay Yatra in the state.
He laterclarified that Modi be-
longs to the Modi-Ghanchi caste.
The Congress leader also ac-
cused the PM of lying about his
birth. “I don’t need any birth cer-
tificate to prove that the Prime
Minister was notborn as OBC. He
never hugsany OBC... never holds
hands of any OBC... he never
shakes hands with the labourers
or farmers. He only holds the
hands of Adani ji," Gandhi said.
At a time when the
Opposition INDIA alliance has
decided to push the caste census
demand to counter the B|P's

Hindutva narrative, Gandhisaid
only the Congress would hold a
caste census.”He [PM Modi] will
not hold a caste census... Because
your PM is lying to the world...
Only Congress and Rahul Gandhi
willhold a caste census,” he said.

"When I spoke about social
justice and caste census, Modi, in
his speech said, there were only
two castes inthe country—oneis
rich and another is poor. If there
are only two castes. . .which caste
do you belong to? You are not
pOOT since you wear new suits
24/7. If there are only two castes,
how can you claim yourself as
OBC?" Gandhi asked.

Stating there are 8% tribals, 15%
Dalitsand 50-55% OBCs in the
country, Gandhi said the media
questions himfor raising his voice
against casteism. “Showmean SC
worker headingany of thetop 200
companies, Cananyone showme
any OBC or Dalit among 90 peo-
ple who run the country? When
73% of the population does not
have proper representation, how
can the country unite?” he said.

Union minister Pralhad Joshi
said the caste wasmade OBC two
years before Modi became
Gujarat CM. “Once again, Rahul
Gandhi shamelessly peddles
falsehoods... Congress insults the
OBC community yet again, but
OBCs willdelivera resounding les-
son in the LS polls,” hesaidon X.

On this, Gandhi said on X:
“Modi jiis not by birth buta 'pa-
per OBC'. Hewas not an OBC un-
til five decades after his birth.
Thanks to the BJP government
for confirming this truth of
mine,” he said, while sharing a
news report to back his claim.
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EXTRACT OF STATEMENT OF CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

\

Place : Ahmedabad

[T in crores except per share data]
Quarter ended | Nine months ended Quarter ended

Particulars 31.12.2023 31.12.2023 31.12.2022

Un-audited Un-audited Un-audited
Total income from operations 6,366.09 20,654.63 6,442.79
Net profit for the period before tax
et 513.35 1,965.29 977.43
Net profit for the period before tax
ot s 513.35 1,965.29 977.43
Net profit for the period afier tax
and exceptional items 374.13 1,448.96 694.54
Total comprehensive income for the
period (after tax) (attributable to 355.36 1,389.59 684.96
owners of the Company)
Equity share capital 480.62 480.62 480.62
Reserves (excluding revaluation 10.529.38
reserve as shown in the balance zoriention

- (ms ut 31.03.2023)
sheet of previous ycar) I
Earnings per share (of T 10/- each)
Basic (T) 7.49 29.19 14.24
Diluted () 7.49 29.19 14,24
EXTRACT OF THE STATEMENT OF STANDALONE FINANCIAL RESULTS
[ in crores]
Quarter ended | Nine months ended Quarter ended

Particulars 31.12.2023 31.12.2023 31.12.2022

Un-audited Un-audited Un-audited
Total income from operations 4,680,777 15,170.37 4,867.24
Net profit for the peciod befors tax 521.70 1,825.51 986.11
and exceptional items
Net profit for the period before tax
il i vl St 3 521.70 1,825.51 986.11
Net profit for the period after tax
and exceptional items 383.74 1,354.51 694.94
Total comprehensive income for the
period (after tax) 379.9] 1,343.04 695.16

Note :

The above is an extract of the detailed financial results for the gquarter and mine months ended
December 31, 2023 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing
Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the same, along
with the notes, are available on the websites of Stock Exchanges at www.bseindia.com and
www.nseindia.com and also on the Company's website at www.torrentpower.com.

.\mu : February 08, 2024 /,
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House passes
Bills to amend
SC, ST lists in
Andhra, Odisha

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

TWO BILLS which seek to mod-
ify the list of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tnbes in Andhra
Pradesh and Odishathrough in-
clusion of more communities
were passed by the Lok Sabhaon
Tuesday by avoice vote. The Bills
had already been cleared by the
Rajya Sabha.

Replying to the debate on the
Bills, Minister of State for Tribal
Affairs Bharti P Pawar said the
Modi government hasdone alot
for the uplift of tribal people. The
government has launched
schemes such as Pradhan Mantri
Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha
Abhiyan to improve the socio-
economic conditions of the
Primitive Vulnerable Tribal
Groups, she said.

In Andhra Pradesh, three eth-
nic groups — Bondo Porja, Khond
Porja and Parangiperja — are be-
ing added to the list of STs. In
Odisha, it will add four groupsin
the list.

Though the Bills were sup-
ported by all parties, the
Oppositionraised various issues
related to tribals.

Odisha MP SaptagiriUlakaof
the Congress suggested that
such Bills should ideally be
brought through a Joint
Parliamentary Committee so
that right communities can be
identified for inclusion in tribal
listU laka picked out the
Uniform Civil Code as being
detrimental to tribal identity.

52-PAGE DOCUMENT ECHOES RAHUL YATRA THEMES

Cong ‘black paper’ flags Modi govt’s

economic, scial, political ‘

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 8

AS THE Government mounted
yet another offensive on the
Congress party by tabling in
Parliament a white paper on
“mismanagement” of the econ-
omyinthe UPAera, the mainop-
position party hit back, calling it
a"laughable” attempt to hide the
"dark truth" of the B]P-led
Centre’s failures.

Hours earlier, the party re-
leased what it said was a "black
paper” on the Narendra Modi
government's tenure, accusing it
of having “devastated” the econ-
omy, “aggravated” unemploy-
ment and “committed grave in-
justices” against minorities.

As the white paper came out,
there was silence in the opposi-
tion INDIA bloc. Social media
posts by senior Congress leaders
K C Venugopal and Abhishek
Singhviwere perhaps the only re-
sponse by the grand old party.

“A White Paper to hide the
dark truth. Laughable that aftera
decade in power, the BJP comes
outwith a White Paper on our
performance, because they have
no real accomplishments to
speak of,” Venugopal said.

“Hunger, price rise, unem-
ployment and abjectpoverty are
a lived reality for a vast majority
of Indians. That is a Modi-made
disaster. No amount of window
dressing, campaigns, gimmicks

400 Smart City Mission
projects to miss June 30
deadline, states must
take over, panel told

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

SOME PROJECTS under the
Smart Cities Mission would not
be able to meet the June 30
deadline and the respective state
governments would be respon-
sible for completing them there-
after, Union Housing and Urban
Affairs Secretary Manoj Joshi
told the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Housing and
Urban Affairs.

In its report on the evaluation
of the Smart Cities Mission pre-
sented in the Lok Sabha on
Thursday, the committee said the
ministry had informed itthat 400
projects, out of the 7970, worth
Rs 22,814 crore would take be-
yond December 2024 to com-
plete, Last year, the Ministry had
extended the mission’s deadline
from June 2023 to June 2024.

“The ministry has stated be-
fore the committee that in case of
non-completion of these projects
within the extended time frame,
the state governments concerned
will have to complete the projects
at theirowncost. The committee
is of the strong opinion that the
ministry’s role should not be con-
fined to transfer of their share re-
garding mission/scheme|project,
but they have to remain watchful
for the execution and successful
completion of the projects,” the
report said.

The committee, chaired by
JDU MP Rajiv Ranjan Singh, was
told by Housing and Urban
Affairs Secretary Manoj Joshi
that the ministry did not want to
extend the mission further.

Among the reasons cited by
the ministry for the delays were
difficulties inresettlement of lo-
cal population and legal issues
such as land procurement.
Frequent transfers of smart
cities' CEOs and delay in projects
that require convergence with
other government ministries or
agencies were also flagged.

As on December 1, the min-
istry said that out of 7970 proj-
ects worth Rs 1,70,400 crore in
the 100 cities, 6,419 projects
worth Rs 1,25,105 crore have
been completed and 1,551 proj-
ects worth Rs 45,295 crore are
underway. Among the cities lag-
ging behind were North-Eastern,
Himalayan cities and those in
small Union Territories.

“Progress of work is from 80%
to 100% in 57 cities amongst
which Madurai 1s the only Smart
Citywhich has completed 100% of
smart city projects by December
2023. However, progress of work
is 50% or below 50% in 14 cities.
Gangtok, Atal Nagar, Shillong,
Silvassa, Itanagar, Puducherry,
Saharanpur and Port Blair have
completed only 16%, 23%, 24%,
28%, 31%, 32%,35% and 39% of
projects so far respectively," it said.

The committee recom-
mended that the next phase of the
mission be broughtfor Tier2 cities
inthe radius of 50-100 km of cap-
ital cities and tourist hubs. The
committee also recommended
that the right to privacy be pro-
tected, given that the mission had
led to installation of over 76,000
CCTV cameras, Integrated
Command and Control Centres in
all 100 aties, red-light violation de-
tectionand smart health systems.

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, along with party leader Pawan Khera and MP Nasir
Hussain, releases the ‘Black Paper’ on the ModiGovernment, in New Delhi on Thursday. Ani

or lengthy speeches will make
that reality disappear,” he added.
With Lok Sabha elections
round the corner, the thrustof
the Congress's "black paper” ti-
tled 10 Saal Anyay Kaal 2014-
202410 years of injustice)" was
on bread and butter issues such
as price rise and unemployment.
The 54-page document show-
cased what the Congress claims
was economic, social and politi-
cal “injustice” commuitted by the
Modi government over the past
ten years, and alsothe spread of
social disharmony, “subversion
of institutions” and the “com-
promise of national security”.

THAI LAWMAKERS MEET B

The themes of the document
are similar to Rahul Gandhi's on-
going Bharat Jodo NyayYatra.Ina
jibe over the Congress's move,
Modi thanked Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge for coming
out with a “black paper” against
his government and referred toit
as “kaala teeka” (to ward off the
evileye) in the midst of good work
beingdone by his government.

Releasing the document,
Kharge accused Modi of often
dwelling into history and talking
about Jawaharlal Nehru and
Indira Gandhi to hide his govern-
ment failures. "What have you
done to tackle price rise, address

unemployment and double the
income of farmers? What hap-
pened before Independence,
what Nehru, Indira and Rajiv
Gandhidid... you only talk about
irrelevant things," he said.

Keen to corner the govern-
ment on the issue of unemploy-
ment hoping that it will strike a
chord withthe youngvoters, the
document said total unemploy-
mentin the country has risen to
14 crore in 2022 from one crore
in 2012. “Ten lakh sanctioned
central government posts re-
main unfilled.....Youth unem-
ployment has more than dou-
bled, from 6 percent in 2011-12

RLA

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla being presented with a memento by a Thai Parliamentary
delegation during a meeting at Parliament House on Thursday. AnNI

No major flagship programme

curtailed,

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

REPLYING TO the general discus-
sion on the Interim Budget 2024~
25 in Rajya Sabha, finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman
Thursday said it highlights the
focus of the governmentoncap-
ital expenditure and keeps up
the pace of economic growth.
She said no major flagship
programmes have been cur-
tailed nor has she reduced allo-
cation in response to criticism
from afew MPs onreduced allo-
cations under certain heads.
Stating that capital expendi-
ture for creation of public infra-
structure is growing faster than
real GDP growth, she said with
the capitalexpenditure inthe fo-

Sitharama

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in RS. 1

cus, the government in the last
three-four years has made sure
the debt managementisdonein
such away that the glide path for
fiscal deficit given in 2021 is ho-
noured.

She said money spent on
capital expenditure gives returns
compared to revenue expendi-
ture, adding that the govern-

n tells RS

ment is making sure that fiscal
deficitis managed withouthurt-
ing any project.

Speaking about the Global
Hungerindex, she said it isnota
balanced approach to measure
hunger, She said the unemploy-
ment rate in rural areas has de-
creased from 5.3 percent in2017
to2.4 per centin 2023,

AAP MPfrom Punjab, Sanjeev
Arora, spolke about the need for
more focus on the health sector
in the Budget. Congress MP
Randeep Singh Surjewala said
the Appropriation Bill is not for
the lower-income families. He
said India’s farmers earn so less
even as the government earns
more from what the farmers pro-
vide. “Then why does the govem-
mentsay they can’t pay the farm-
ers?” he asked.

8 IN PARLIAMENT s

injustice’

to 15 percent in 2019-20 accord-
ing to the PLFS data. The unem-
ployment rate for graduates and
post graduates is about 33 per
cent — one in three are looking
unsuccessfully for a job,"” it said.

“Under the UPA, between
2004-05 and 2011-12 the Indian
economy saw the creationof 75
lakh non-farm jobs every year,
Between 2013 and 2019, the num-
berof non-farm jobs created was
29lakhperyear, lessthan halfthe
UPA's rate, After 2019, the num-
ber has been even lower accord-
ing to government data,” it said.

Besides, it argued, the Modi
government has reversed the
structural transformation of the
economy, "As economies mature,
workers move away from low-
paying fanm jobsto higher paying
jobs in manufacturing and serv-
ices. The opposite has happened
to India under Modi. Modi’s poli-
cies have forced India’s youth
badkinto farming, The numberof
agricultural workers declined by
6.7 crore between 2004-05 and
2017-18. This entire progress has
almost been reversed in three
years. In a single year, 2019-20,
even before Covid, the number of
agricultural workers rose by 3.4
crore, Since 2018-19, the number
of agricultural workers has gone
up by 6 crore,” it said.

The Congress argued that
wage growth too has suffered, It
said the share of regular salaried
workers in total employment,
23.8%in 2019, fell to209%in 2023.

Govt allocated
22% less funds
for MGNREGA
in RE for FY24:

House panel

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THE HNANCE Ministry allocated
22 per cent less funds for MGN-
RECAInrevised estimatesfor the
current financial year (2023-24),
as compared to Rs 1.1 lakh crore
sought bythe Rural Development
Ministry, shows a Parliamentary
committee report tabled in the

Lok Sabha on Thursday.

The report — “Rural
Employment Through Mahatma
Gandhi  National Rural

Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) - An Insight into
Wage Rates and Other Matters
Relating Thereto” — shows that
the Department of Rural
Development (DoRD) had
sought Rs 1.1 lakh crore for
MGNREGA at the Revised
Estimate (RE) stage, which was
83% (Rs 50,000 crore) higher as
compared toits Budget Esumate
(BE) of Rs 60,000 crore for the
current financial year. The fi-
nance ministry, however, revised
It upward to Rs 86,000 crore,
which was muchlower thanthe
amount sought by the Rural
Development Ministry.
Quotingawritten submission
of the DoRD, the report stated,
“There is an allocation of Rs.
60,000 crore at BE stage under
MGNREGS for financial year
2023-24. The Ministry has re-
leased Rs. 56,423.38 crore during
the 2023-24(as on 13.10.2023)
and balance amount of Rs.
3576.62 crore iswith the Ministry
of Rural Development. MoRD has
proposed Rs. 1,10,000 crore asa RE
stage from Ministry of Finance ..."
FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

FAREWELL FOR MPs WHO ARE RETIRING

Before Govt White
Paper, PM’s praise
for Manmohan: ‘A
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PM Narendra Modi during a farewell for retiring RajyaSabha

MPs on Thursday. P11

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

BIDDING FAREWELL to retiring
RajyaSabha MPs, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday lav-
ished praise on his predecessor
and Congress  stalwart
Manmohan Singh, calling hima
“shining example” and praying
that "he continues to guide us".
The rare praise came hours
before the Government released
a “white paper” on the economy,
sayingthe decade-long UPA rule
under the Congress-led UPA —
2004 to 2014, during which
Singh was PM — turned India
“from a healthy economyin 2004
to a stagnanteconomy in 2014".
“lwould especially like to re-
member Dr Manmohan Singh
Ji," Modi said inthe House, recall-
ing an incident last year when
the former PM, whohasbeen an
MP since 1991, came to vote in
Rajya Sabha on a wheelchair.
“Everyone knew that the
Treasury benches would win...
but Dr Manmohan Singhji came
onawheelchairand voted. This is
the duty of a member of this
House and he is a shining exam-
ple. Even for election of some
committee he came in a wheel-
chair.” "It does not matter whom
he had come to support, but my
belief is that he came to support
democracy,” Modi said, adding,
“I pray for his long life and wish
he would continue to guide us.”
The farewell, however, wit-
nessed some acrimeony too.
Former PM H D Devegowda
took on Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge for his remark
thatthe |D(S}leader had changed
his political course in the fag end
of his life. "I want to save my party
when some of the Congressmen
want to destroy it.., | have taken
the decision to extend my sup-
port to BJP. That is the only rea-
son," Devegowda said.
While acknowledging
Kharge's honesty, Devegowda

blamed “some Congress leaders”
for the fall of the Congress-JD(S)
government in 2019, which was
led by hisson H D Kumaraswarmy.
He claimed that despite his sug-
gestion then that Kharge should
become the chief minister of
Kamataka and not his son, the
Congresshigh command insisted
Kumaraswamy bethe chiefmin-
ister. "..within 13 months, who
removed him (Kumaraswamy )?
Not Kharge but it was the
Congress leaders,” he said.

Devegowda further said,"Mr
Kharge, do you want to become
the Prime Minister? Will
Congress tolerate (it)? Please tell
me, | lkmow (the) Congress.”

Sixty-eight MPs are retiring
between Februaryand May, in-
cluding Ministers Dharmendra
Pradhan, Narayan Rane,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Mansukh
Mandaviya, Bhupender Yadav,
Parshottam Rupala, Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, \'
Muraleed haran and L Murugan.

In his speech, Rajya Sabha
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar said
the wisdomshared by the retiring
MPs would be missed and their
departure would leave a void.

He also paid tributes to five
femaleretirees — JayaBachchan,
VandanaChavan, Kanta Kardam,
Sonal Mansingh and Amee
Yajnik. All five were onthe panel
of vice chairpersons,

Leader of the House and
Union Minister Piyush Goyal
said the Opposition needs towin
the hearts of people with their
work, increase its numbers and
become strong, "but that cannot
be the responsibility of the rul-
g party”.

Congress MPs Syed Nasir
Hussain, Rajmani Patel, Kumar
Ketkar, BJP's Anil Jain, Rakesh
Sinha, GVL Narasimha Rao,
Samir Oraon, also gave speeches,
among others. Ketkar, a former
journalist, said he had neverseen
such a polarised House,

“This polarisation is full of
hate,” he said.

NINE MINISTERS RETIRING AS MPs

Dharmendra Pradhan:
Education; Skill
Development&
Entrepreneurship

Narayan Rane: Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises

Ashwini Vaishnaw:
Railways;
Communications;
Electronics and IT

Mansukh Mandaviya:
Health and Family Welfare;
Chemicals and Fertilizers

Bhupender Yadav:
Environment, Forest and

Climate Change; Labour
and Employment

Parshottam Rupala:
Fishenies, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying

Rajeev Chandraselchar
(MoS): Skill Development

and Entrepreneurship;
Electronics and IT; Jal Shakti

VMuraleedharan (MoS):
External Affairs:
Parliamentary Affairs

L Murugan (MoS):
Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and
Dairying;1&B

BJP asks state units to plan nationwide campaign on White Paper content

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THE WHITE Paper on Indian
economy, which slammed the
Congress-led UPA government
for “its policy misadventures”
and explained how the Narendra
Modi government has "straight-
ened” it, will be one of the major
poll planks of the ruling BjP with
its state units being directed to
launch a nationwide campaign
around It.

Tobuild the narrative around
the 59-page document, tabled in
Parliament on Thursday, the
governiment has also scheduled
a discussion in the Lok Sabhaon
Friday and the Rajya Sabha on

Saturday.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is expected to reply
to the debate for which four
hours have been allocated in the
Lok Sabha on Friday. The Rajya
Sabhawilltake up the discussion
on the White Paper after clear-
ing the legislative business listed
for Friday.

Sources said BJP state units
across the country will highlight
the details of the “White Paper of
the Economy” — first time in
IndependentIndia- underscoring
“What went wrong in economy
during the 10 yearsof UPAand the
effortstaken by the Modi govern-
ment to put it back on track”.

Sources in the BJP said the
discourse on the White Paper

would certainly reinforce the
message of the “strong and able
leadership” of Modi and the
“good governance record of his
government that takes the coun-
try tobea major economic force
in the world."

A senior BJP leader said:
“Every BJP state unit will talke this
up. The leaderswill describe how
difficult it was for our govern-
ment to overcomethe crisis cre-
ated by the UPA government's
mismanagement of economics.
Despite the poor state of affairs
and the hardships, the Centre
had notreduced any taxshare for
the states. We kept the govern-
ment on the reform path which

led toan increase in revenue.”
The leader said the White

Paper would give a reply to the
charges of the non-NDA state
governments about inadequate
tax devolution.

The BJP would also campaign
the “differences between the
Commonwealth Games in 2010
and the G20 summit in 2023"
held under the UPA and the BJP
government.

“While one led to the country
losing its face, the other enhanced
its prestige. While the CWG was
centred in the national capital
where workswere done shabbily
and involved corruption, the
Prime Minister ensured that
every state was involved ( for the
G20), which gave local economies
afillip,” said a BJP leader.

The Congress governmentin

Karnataka and the Left
Democratic Front government in
Kerala protested in New Delhi
against the alleged financial
atrocities carried out against the
non-B|P-ruled states.

Sources in the government
said Prime Minister Modi “felt
bad and outrageous” at the state
of economy when he took
charge in 2014.

“But he took a conscious call
not to come out with a White
Paper then because the govern-
ment did not want investors as
wellas people to lose confidence
in the Indianeconomy. Now, that
the government has worked for
10 years systematically to correct
the wrongs and improve the sit-
uation, it's time to tell the peo-

ple,” saidtheleader,adding, “"He
(Modi) personally took initiative
in correcting the mistakes. For
every sector, corrective meas-
ures were taken and he person-
ally followed itup.”

“Economic crisis, fiscal man-
agement crisis, industrial policy
crisis, banking crisis — all were
outcomes of the mismanage-
ment — and they pushed the
country to the fragile-five-econ-
omy status,” said the leader.

The White Paper tore into the
Congress-led UPA rule, stating
that it had turned the Indian
economyinto a non-performing
one throughindiscriminate rev-
enue expenditure, off-budget
borrowings and piles of bad
debts at banks.

For example, said a source in
the government, the UPA govern-
ment had announced the loan-
waiver scheme, but the changes
required in the banking laws to
ensure that the farmers whogot
the one-timer waiver would
have no difficulty in availing
loans in future were not macde.

The White Paper also said:
“The special bonds in lieu of cash
subsidy issued to the oil market-
Ing companies, fertiliser compa-
nies and Food Corporation of
India by the UPA government to-
talled alittle over Rs 1.9 lakh
crore in five years from FY06 to
FY10.Their inclusion in the sub-
sidybill for each year would have
swelled the fiscal deficits and

revenue deficits,”

Aspire to make
Lakshadweep
development

model: Govt

New Delhi: The Government as-
pires to “position Lakshadweep
as a model” for responsible and
inclusive development, balancing
economic progress with environ-
mental conservation, Union
Tourism Minister G Reddy said in
awrittenresponse in RajyaSabha.
"The overall strategy for the de-
velopment of Lakshadweep
Islands isbased on achieving sus-
tainable growth, preserving the
unique cultural and environmen-
tal characteristics, and enhancing
the quality of life for the is-
landers,” he said. PTI
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Union ministers meet
farm leaders; consensus
on some demands: Mann

KANCHANVASDEV,
RAAKHI JAGGA

& SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, LUDHIANA,
FEBRUARY 8

ATHREE-MEMBER team of Union
munisters Thursday held detailed
discussions with the leaders of
farmer organisations with Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
saying that a consensus was
reached onsome of the demands
of the agriculturists and second
round of talks was likely before
the Dilli Chalo protest march by
farmers on February 13. The
farmerleaderssaid theirmarchon
February 13 still stands, and added
that they willtake acall on it only
if "government gets back to us
witha positive response”.

Mann, who coordinated with
the farmer leaders for arranging
the meeting, said the ministers
agreed onseveralissues including
withdrawal of cases registered
against farmers during the previ-
ous agitation against the now-re-
pealed farm laws and strict pun-
ishment for those selling fake
seeds and chemicals.

The Central team comprised
Agriculture Minister Arjun Munda,
Food and Civil Supplies Minister
Pivush Goyal,and MinisterofState
for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai.
They flew down to Chandigarh in
the evening toreach out to the
farmerleaders. From farmers'side,
the meeting was attended by
Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh
Committee (KMSC) general secre-
tary Sarwan Singh Pandherand
Samyukta Kisan Morcha (Non-
Political) leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal among others.

The SKM ( Non-Political ) and
the KMSC had announced 'Dilli
Chalo’ march by more than 200
farmers' unions on February 13 to
presstheCentre for accepting sev-
eral demands, including enact-
ment of alaw to guarantee amin-
imum support price (MSP) for

In jolt to
Annamalai, HC
dismisses his
quash pleain
hate speech case

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENMNAI FEBRUARY B

THE MADRAS High Court on
Thursday dismissed a petition
filed by K Annamalai, the Tamil
Nadu BJP president, which
sought quashing of the criminal
proceedings against him ina
hate speech case.

The casestemmed from alle-
gations that Annamalai, inanin-
terview with a YouTube channel
just two days before the 2022
Diwali, made divisive remarks
thata Christian NGO was behind
alegalchallenge in the Supreme
Court to the bursting of crackers
during thefestivalinits bid toat-
tack the Hindu culture.

Rejecting Annamalai’s plea,
Justice N Anand Venkatesh
passed an order that not only
addressed the specifics of the
case but also delved into the
ramifications of hate speech in
the society.

Underlining thatthe “persons
of influence, keeping in view
their reach, impact and author-
ity they wield on general public
or the specificclass towhich they
belong, owe a duty and have to
be more responsible,” the high
courtsaid such personalities “are
expected to know and perceive
the meaning conveyed by the
words spoken or written, includ-
ing the possible meaning that is
likely to be conveyed".

Annamalai's petition was
based on the argument that his
comments had not caused any
disturbance to public tranquil-
ity so far.

In his order, Justice
Venkatesh however made refer-
ence to the apex court's rulings
to flag the potential of hate
speech toactasa "ticking bomb”,

The high court's order said,
"...[The) psychological impact of
a statement made by a popular
leader must not be merely con-
fined by testing it only to imme-
diate physical harm. It is the
duty of the court to see if it has
caused a silent harm in the psy-
che of the targeted group,
which, ata later point of time,
will have their desired effectin
terms of violence or even result-
Ingingenocide.”

Boulders stocked up at Bathinda border. Express

FEBRUARY 13 DILLICHALO MARCH
‘Shocking’, says Karnataka CM

on PM’s threat to unity remark

Bengaluru: Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah on Thursday
lashed out at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his remarks
against the ‘Delhi Chalo’ protest
held by the Congress govern-
ment on February 7.

"Modi's remarks that the
‘Delhi Chalo" protest - held
against the injustice to Kamataka
in devolution of taxes and other
issues - threatens the unity and
security of the nation has
shocked me,” he said. Recalling
the criticism by Modi as Gujarat

ment, he asked "whether his
statements had not threatened
national unity and security?"
Siddaramaiah said that as
Gujarat CM, Modi had advocated
for an increase in the state’sshare
of taxes devolved by the Centre.
"He wanted a change in the tax-
sharing formula that gave more
incentives to states who have
failed in finance management
and ignored the stateswhich did
well... He had argued this with
the (14th) Finance Commission.
Was it not a stance against the

crops. Dallewal said the meeting
with the Unionministers was held
ina positive atmosphere.

"We presented our demands
with facts. When Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was the Gujarat
chief minister, he had constituted
a committee which had recom-
mended the legal guarantee tothe
MSP. We also put forward how
farmers were getting burdened
with debt. Thecentral team heard
us and they (Union ministers) said
they will discuss theissue in Delhi
before getting back to us," said
Dallewal.

On farmers’ proposed march,
Dallewal said it still stands. “The
Centre assured that they will soon
hold another meeting. If the
Centre resolves ourissues by hold-
ing a meeting before February 13,
then it is right. Otherwise, our
February 13 programme still
stands," said Dallewal,

Mann, meanwhile said, said, “A
general consensus emerged on
rolling back the cases registered
against farmers during the agita-
tion against the now-repealed
farm laws. Exemplary punish-
mentwas sought against theman-
ufacturersof the spurious seeds,to
which the ministersagreed"”.

Border to be sealed

Aiming tostall the movement
of farmers to Delhi, the Haryana

Police will seal the state's borders
with Punjab by installing “RCC
structures” at “strategic pointson
roads” with the help of engineers
from the Army and the Railways,
it has been learmnt.
Thiscomeseven as the police
have already stocked up concrete
blocks, barbed wire, sandbags,
barricades and other items at the
Shambhu border in Ambala to
stop framers from Punjab from
marching towards Delhi.
Farmers have planned to head
to Delhi from the Ambala-
Shambhu border, Khanaun-Jind
and the Bathinda-Dabwali border.
A police officer said the farm-
ersfrom Punjabwon't be allowed
to enter the state. “We will make
unconventional preparations this
time. Instead of normal barri-
cades, we will erect reinforced
concrete cement(RCC) structures
at the strategic pointson the roads
with the help of the engineers of
Armyand Railways, which would
be difficult to penetrate even for
Army vehicles,” said the officer.
Haryana DGP Shatrujeet
Kapur said, “We won't allow
breach of peace in any way inthe
state, Action will be taken if some-
one tries to spread anarchy”, A
senior officer said the Haryana
government had sought 64 com-
panies of the CPMF and 50 of
them have already been allotted.
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Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit
(C-PACE) IICA Building, 7" Floor,
Plot P-6,7.8, Sector-5, IMT Manesar,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122050.

Email: roc.cpace/@mca.gov.in

H-a84 794

FORM No. STK--6
PUBLIC NOTICE

[Pursuant to sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 248 of the Companies Act,

2013 and rule 7 of the Companies (Removal of Names of Companies from
the Register of Companies) Rules, 2016/
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(Magainst the then UPAgovern-  Centre?” he said, ENS | |(1) In the matter of striking off or removal of names 79 of companies in Delhi State of under
section 248 of the Compantes Act, 201 3 in respect ol
Dr. SPM International Institute of Information [ 8. Work SN Company
Technology - Naya Raipur (IOT-NR) No Item “ Name
Sector-24, Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar - 493661 (Chhattisgarh) I | AA6303877 | UT4999DL2019PTC344344 [BELLWAY AUTOMATION PRIVATE LIMITED
RECRUITMENT NOTICE 2 | AAG342726 | UT74999DL2018PTC3I28781 [PIRCUBE TECH SOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED
Dr SP Mukherjee |1T-Naya Raipur invites application from eligible candidates for 3 | AAGHBOR440 | U74R99DL1961PTCO03536 |RENTIERS AND FINANCIERS PVT LTD
fecuitment to the following post on Depulation basis:- 3 | AAG541403 | U74899DL1987PTCO28755 [SURAJ ELECTRONICS PRIVATE LIMITED
Name ofPost | No.ofPost | Pay Level (7" CPC) 5 | AA6619300 | U74899DLI9RSPT 022500 [PATKAL MEDICAL EACILITIES PRIVATE LTD
Reg strar 01 14 6 | AA6501464 | U65929DL1996PTCO84143 |[KHATRI FINVEST PRIVATE LIMITED '
For detalls and last date of application please visit the website of I1IT-Naya Rajpur 7 | AAG6611540 | U72200DL2001PTC 110841 |INFONET SYSCOM (INDIA) PRIVATE LIMITED
PRR/NTON. e s mionteamecs Director § | AAG6593T08 | U22219DL2003PTC122062 |[ROOTS PUBLISHERS PRIVATE LIMITED
IIT-Naya Raipur | |1~ 446631750 | U74800DL2004PLC137211 |CATA APPLIANCES LIMITED
MUMBA! RAILWAY VIKAS CORPORATION LIMITED 10 | AAGGI5960 | USSTTODL2004PTCI30084 [CAPITAL _H"-.-’{'J:"flEH :sra c%lfnrqg miwn'rn:_' LIMITED
i i 2nd Floor, Churchgate Station Building, Mumbai~400 020 11 | AA6596536 | U45203DL2004PTCI30615 ;Eﬁ:: ;_Il{;i;;‘; HRUCTURE SOLUTIONS
VACANCY NOTIFICATION . ‘
\ 12 | AAG4B0414 | USSI0IDL2005PTC 142816 [NEW DELHI HOSPITALITY PRIVATE LIMITED
mmm R T e e 13 | AAG405174 | US5209DL2007PTC 158065 |BIZPORT IMPEX PRIVATE LIMITED
Sr. | Notification No. Name of posts No.of 14 | AAGST2TY0 | U3SI22DL2007PTC162057 [VTEK MOBILE SOLUTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED
e vesencles 15 | AAG521718 | U45400DL2008PTCI72165 |N R LANDCON PRIVATE LIMITED
| ety I mw mn-a.:}ac- B “ 16 | AAGG921 | U25202DLI007PTCI70157 [RAMDOOT POLYVINYLS PRIVATE LIMITED
5 TTcEBoRasnG oewaa = : 17 | AAG319654 | U45400DL2008PTCI72163 |[CRESENT LANDCON PRIVATE LIMITED
22024 dated 07 02 2024 Senior Manager (Safoty) 18 | AA6395030 | U74140DL2008PTCI81492 [BLUE SUN ADVISORS PRIVATE LIMITED
3 |MRVCEDGMProcurement! | Deputy General Manager 1 “ 19 | AA6606302 | U24100DL2008FTCIR3062 [AUTHENTIX INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
mﬂf:f“‘“? 02 ”:‘mmgm; e s 30 | AAG3IR0750 | UT4899DL2006PTC 144619 |AMG SOFTWARE SOLUTION PRIVATE LIMITED
please visit websile hitps.//mrve.indianrai'ways.gov.\n L‘m-g-andwn.tfw.ﬁ"hi 21 | AA6603137 | UL6D00DL2010PTC203562 KHSTU%{_.I DE&I_I _j.‘.“‘ISWHL TOBACCO
posted an the website only. e 1h PRIVATE LIMITED
BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-IL. DELHI 22 | AAG622424 | U36910DL2011PTC215495 |AAMBRA GEMS AND JEWELS PRIVATE LIMITED
23 | AA6505627 | U74999DL2012PTC 237890 ;iiﬁi: Egﬁﬁr ]l;If]I_P ::J::;fi]f_ {I]!;I;TEH
e mm‘:ﬂl :':':h-!. of mrr. e -;hmmg 24 | AA6STS403 | USO904DL2012PTC244020 | o o o I‘_I;H'I'EID M AGEREG
Syl G A O ot | [ 75| AA6617359 | USZ300DL2011PTC234399 [SKAA TRADEMART PRIVATE LIMITED
Versus 26 | AAG636939 | U3311IDL2006PTC 149034 [AYANA MEDICARE PRIVATE LIMITED.
GIRUESH KUMAR SINGH&ORS. ...........oooovoovcennscnssvnenecsnssenese . ROSpORdon 27 | AAG6520802 | U70109DL2006PTC 149216 [MOONLIGHT INFRABUILD PRIVATE LIMITED.
1," m HOMES INDIA LTD. 38 | AA6397409 | U15400DL2013PTC247152 |SJB FOODS PRIVATE LIMITED
C-294, First Floor, Vivek Vihar, Deihi-95 29 | AAG6551546 | UT4999DL2014PTC263020 [NEELRISHI FILMS PRIVATE LIMITED
mmmw&wmmw 30 | AAGS33704 | UT0109DLID0GPTCI50876 [CORONET BUILDCON PRIVATE LIMITED
you and whereas it has been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal tat itis not poss'ble o serve 31 | AAG6575236 | USI909DL2006PTC 154703 [RASIKA ENTERPRISE PRIVATE LIMITED
B oot Tl o 13 62 Sone a0 S0 A T eisoment drecting youlomake | || 35 | AA6607124 | UT2300DL2007PTC165463 [TECHNO CZARS SOFTWARE PRIVATE LIMITED
Taks notice that in default of your appearance on the day before the mentioned, the case wilbe| || 733 | AAG618943 | USIT01DL2014PTC265327 [JAYNA TRADEMART PRIVATE LIMITED
heard and determined in your absence . INSIGNIA COMMODITIES & FOREX
w up purpose - 34 | AAG590770 | U67120DL2012PTC232603 AR ki
()  AlheAdvocates) ifigants shall download the “Cisco Webex™ applicafion / Software || PRIVATE LIMITED
(W) mlmm d::ﬂlhdhmr: dﬁ:ﬂmﬂ m&m 35 | AAG619802 | UATI90DL2015PTC283540 |[BUILDSOIL MANAGEMENT PRIVATE LIMITED
ml “'"'"] ,".Mp,_,,,. i 36 | AAG627085 | US5300DL2011PTC229420 |[SECOND INNINGS SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED
(§)  Inanyexgency qua that, the Advocates / Ligants can contact the concemed officia at Ph. 37 | AAGG3TI66 | U72300DL2015PTC 284804 |[THINKOLOGI PRIVATE LIMITED
- mumm—ﬂuﬂmmu-wmdm.m 38 | AA6501354 | U32590DL2015PTC286132 |VARS E-RETAIL PRIVATE LIMITED
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL, SECTION OFFICER, DRT-ll, DELHI 30 | AAG444259 | U74999DL2016PTC309168 [RENEWED TECHNOLOGY PRIVATE LIMITED
40 | AAG6IS008 | U74900DL20150PC280244 [NATYAKI DESIGNS OPC PRIVATE LIMITED
41 | AAG6397938 | USZI00DL2016PTC290396 |WOODSBURY TRADING PRIVATE LIMITED
e |.§ 42 | AAG50I8R0 | U74999DL2016PTC 209402 [UNIMIG PRIVATE LIMITED
g ‘ g | 43| AA6641867 | UT0100DL2012PTC240711 |ADAB HOSPITALITY SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED
H & |[#4 | AR6556284 | UI5439DL20I6PTC299692 [MRIDA ENTERPRISES PRIVATE LIMITED
o] |45 | AAG494960 | U74999DL2017PTC313719 [ULMA MANUTENCION INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
. I-% 46 | AAG610617 | UT0109DL2018PTC336775 |RCDK PROPERTIES PRIVATE LIMITED
§ *1';:-;~_:{__h g I 47 | AA6592461 | U74999DL2018PTC329075 |[NIYAMA HEALINGZ PRIVATE LIMITED
i - 48 | AA6644423 | U74999DL2018PTC331158 |[VEMRI INDIA OVERSEAS PRIVATE LIMITED
i L § 49 | AAG6556182 | US0300DL2018PTC330197 [PARAMETER LEARNINGS INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
5 |50 | AAG3TS4T2 | U22210DL2018PTC330184 |ISSHATITVA PRIVATE LIMITED
,?5’" 51 | AA6505072 | U72900DL2017PTC327085 |ZILIGENCE INFOTECH PRIVATE LIMITED
— 52 | AA6523%08 | U29100DLI018PTC338954 INEEOM COMPONENTS PRIVATE LIMITED
r.."'.".,,":.‘.‘.":;.“...'l'.‘:'.."f:;ﬂ: m;w, o el g 53 | AA6634671 | U03090DL20180PC 332852 ﬁf{?ﬁ:ﬂ: ;;?_I;E;ULLTI% SEC)
e g s | AA6s27596 | uas20ipLIMIsETC40000 [CUBE HIGHWAYS PROJECT MANAGEMENT
B PRIVATE LIMITED
§ 55 | AA5317362 | U70109DL2019PTC349231 |JHAJBAD PROJECTS PRIVATE LIMITED
S |56 | AA6571258% | UT0109DL2019PTC347914 |[NARSINGHDASS VENTURES PRIVATE LIMITED
% 57 | AA6590779 | U72900DL20190PC 355289 ;ﬁ:ﬁfi ISP:E;;HM]LDG? (GFC)
;- 58 | AA6579557 | UT4999DL2017PTC354554 |APRIL INDUSTRIES PRIVATE LIMITED
59 | AA6594424 | U74999DL2019PTC358199 |[CLEAN ECOTECH INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
60 | AAG4RTRO% | U73100DL2010PTC35%353 |BRAINMAPPERZ ANALYTICS PRIVATE LIMITED
)u 61 | AA6510554 | US1909DL2019FTCI55738 ;ﬁf};;‘ﬁ;ﬁr‘;; SOLUTIONS (INDEA)
62 | AA6609379 | US1909DL2020PTC362808 |HIDARZI PRIVATE LIMITED
|63 AK6609626 | U72900DL2020PTC362060 |TECHDARZ PRIVATE LIMITED
64 | AAG63R8415 | US0902DL2019PTC35947% |SBMC PROFIN INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
65 | AAGG43053 | LOL110DL2020PTC370257 |AGRIPONICS INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
66 | AAG6617454 | U15400DL2020PTC367714 |GRANOMIL FOODS PRIVATE LIMITED
|| 67 | AA6562491 | U72900DL2020PTC368175 |MYSTREAM FUTURETECH PRIVATE LIMITED
68 | AAG6536651 | US0904DL20210PC 375953 E;jiﬁ{:;ﬁ;iﬁﬂ BLEARINGHORG)
69 | AAG616562 | U72900DL2020PTC371541 |[ROMBITS PRIVATE LIMITED
70 | AA6561263 | US1909DL2021PTC381974 [SCHIFF TECH PRIVATE LIMITED
71| AAG629207 | U21010DL2021PTC380413 |[KCL PAPER MILL PRIVATE LIMITED
72 | AAG6I1622 | U72900DL2021PTC377195 |DIGITAL HUT CONSULTING PRIVATE LIMITED
T3 | AAG497860 | U29309DL2021PTC388172 |QUALISTAR MOTORSPORTS PRIVATE LIMITED
74 | AA6626360 | U74909DLI021PTC387472 |ONRO INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED
75 | AA6476031 | U52399DL2022PTC393248 |ESHRAH HOMES PRIVATE LIMITED
76 | AA6393637 | U72900DL2022PTC399295 [JYARDS SOFTWARE SERVICES PRIVATE LIMITED
77 | AAGGD6591 | UI5400DL2022PTC408618 |LN.GOENKA INDUSTRIES PRIVATE LIMITED
[ 78 | AA6396279 | U78300DL2023PTC413826 |ANRI SS PRIVATE LIMITED
[ 79 AAG638816 | U79110DL20230PC432144 [INDIREPS (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED

© Exhibition cum sale of handloom and handicraft
products of tribal artisans from across the country

@ Various types of forest products
produced by PVTGs

@ Cultural programs showcasing the rich
Tribal diversity and vibrancy

© Tribal cuisines from across the country
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Visit Aadi Mahotsav and further the ‘Vocal for Local’ movement
Connect with us @tribesindia 7 @@ | #AadiMahotsav #VocaldLocal #BuyTribal
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(2) Notice 1s hereby given that the Registrar of Companies had received applications from the
above-mentioned companies under section 248(2) of the Companies Act, 2013 for removal of
its/their name (s) from the register of companies either on the ground that they have failed to
commence business within one year of their incorporation or on the ground that the
company(ies) 18/are not carrying on any business or operation for a penod of two immediately
preceding financial years and has’have not made any application (s) within such peniod for
obtaining the status of a dormant company under section 455 of the Companies Act, 2013 or
the company(ies) have obtained the status of dormant company/subscribers to the
memorandum have not patd the subscription which they had undertaken to pay at the ime of
incorporation of a company and a declaration to this effect has not been filed within one
hundred and eighty days of its incorporation under subsection (1) of section 10A/ have not
been carrying on any business or operations, as revealed after the physical venfication carmed
out under sub-section (9) of section 12, but it/they do not wish to continue its/their registration
as companies and have, therefore, requested for removal/strike off of its/their names from the
register of companies,

(3) Accordingly, the Registrar of Companies proposes to remove or strike off the names of the
above-mentioned companies from the Register of Companies.

(4) Any person objecting to the proposed removal or striking ofT of name of the companies from
the register of companies may send his or her objection to the office address mentioned here
above within thirty days from the date of publication of this notice.

(Harihara Sahoo)
Registrar
Centre for Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit
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Shoot-at-sight orders in Uttarakhand’s Haldwani

as violence brea

Arson asadmn
shows up toraze
‘illegal’ structures
in madrasaarea;
CM calls for peace

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN, FEBRUARY B

STONES WERE pelted and several
vehicles torched after the admin-
istration conducted a demolition
drive where a mosque and a
madrasa stood, allegedly on na-
zoo!l land, in Uttarakhand's
Banbhoolpura area in Haldwani
district.

According to a statement is-
sued by the state information de-
partment, Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami called a high-level
meeting in wake of the tension
and issued orders to shoot rioters
on sight. The district administra-
tion has impeosed curfew in
Banbhoolpura area.

Talking toThe Indian Express,a
resident said the area is on edge
and they can “hear teargas being
fired". "Things became tenseear-
lier in the day after the adminis-
tration conducted a demolition
drive at the Mariyam Masjid in
Malik Ka Bageecha locality and a
madrasaastheywere allegedlyon
nazul land. Stones were pelted
and four-five vehicles parked on
the road were set on fire, " he said.

The Chief Minister reviewed
the situation with the Chief
Secretary and Director General of
Police and gave instructions to
deal strictly with unruly elements.

Found indulging in
illegal activities,
Centre tells Delhi

HC on Swain’s
OCI cancellation

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THE CENTRE has told the Delhi
High Court that it cancelled
Sweden-based professor Ashok
Swain’s Overseas Citizen of India
(OClI) registration after it was
“satisfied” that he had been
found indulging in"illegal activ-
ities inimical” to the interests of
the sovereignty, integrity, and se-
curity of India.

The submission has been
made in Centre's response to
Swain's plea challenging a July
30, 2023, order of the Indian
Embassy to Sweden and Latvia
which cancelled his OCl registra-
tion.

The Centre through the
Ministry of Home Affairs in its
response has said that it sought
a report from security agencies
and the Ministry of External
Affairs in the matter.

“The Ministry examined the
activities of Mr. Ashok Swain in
view of reports received from se-
curity agencies and Ministry of
External Affairs and provisions
under section 7D(c) of The
Citizenship Act, wherein the OCI
Card of the petitioner was found
liable to be cancelled. Therefore,
on 06.11.2020, this Ministry
served a "Notice" to the peti-
tioner through Embassy of India
in Sweden to show cause as o
why his OCI Card may not be
cancelled for indulging in in-
flammatory speeches and anti-
India activities,” the response
stated.
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Vehicles set on fire by mob after demolition drive in Haldwani, Uttarakhand, Thursday. P11

He also appealed to the peopleto
maintain peace,

Nainital District Magistrate
Vandana meanwhile issued or-
ders to impose a complete closure
n the entirearea of Haldwani city.

The order states: "It has been
mformed by SSP, Nainital and City
Magistrate, Haldwani thatduring
the process of removal of en-
croachmentand demolition from
the pre-marked site of
Banbhoolpura area, there have
been incidents of protest, stone
pelting and arson by a particular
community. Due to this, thereisa
threat tolawand orderinthe area
as well as a fearof damage ordan-
ger tohuman life and public prop-
erty... Hence, inmy opinion, it has
become necessary to preventthe
threat posed to the safety of pub-

liclife and public property.”

As per the order, no person
will leave the house except for ur-
gent worl, and all business insti-
tutions, shops, industries, etc will
remainclosed. Only hospitals and
medical shops will remain open.

"It is also ordered that the in-
formation of this order should be
given in Banbhoolpura area
through loudspeaker,” the DM
stated, adding that the order will
be in force from 9 pm Thursday
until further orders.

Zafar Siddiqui, a resident of
Banbhoolpura, told The Indian
Express that the mosque was built
by one Abdul Malik on a piece of
land sold to himby someone who
gotit onlease. Nazool land is gov-
ernment land not officially men-
tioned in revenue records.

FOCUS ON WOMEN, WELFARE SCHEMES

DBT, DA hike in Bengal Budget, X3.6 lakh cr outlay

ATRIMITRA & RAVIK
BHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA,FEBRUARY 8

RAINING SOPS, the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) government of
West Bengal on Thursday hiked
the Deamness Allowance(DA) by
another4 per cent for the second
time in two months, increased
incentives of Direct Benefits
Transfer (DBT ) schemes such as
Lakshmir Bhandar - a financial
assistance scheme for women -
and launched targeted welfare
schemes,

After state Finance Minister
Chandrima Bhattacharya tabled
the Rs 3.6 lakh crore Budget out-
lay for 2024-25 fiscal yearin the
Assembly, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee called it a
“wonderful Budget” for every
section of the society.

KEY SCHEMES &
ALLOCATION

B | akshmi Bhandar:
$12,000cr

B SamudraSathi: 200 ar

M Artisans Financial
Benefit Scheme:
$200cr

M Karmasree: Allocation
not mentioned

B Mid-day meal
workers: ¥ 140 crore

W Sasthya Sathi: 150 cr

“I'was telling everyone that
you will be shocked after seeing
the Budget. So, it happened. If
you want to do something, you
have to have the thinking

“For the last four-five days, po-
lice had been coming to the area
and informing that the mosque
and the madrasa would be de-
molished. OnThursday moming,
the administrationarrived witha
JCB machine. Around 5-6 pm, |
came to know thatthere has been
stone pelting and some vehicles
have been set on fire. Some pro-
testers also vandalised the police
station. This went on for around
30-40 minutes. Asof now, curfew
is imposed and we all are locked
in our houses,” said Siddiqui.

Siraj Khan, who runs a fast-
food joint near the mosque, said
he saw several police vehicles and
only then did he come to know
about the violence. He closed his
shop and locked himself and his
family inside his house.
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Chief Minister Banerjee in
the Assembly. Express

powetr,” Banerjee said.
Conceding the state govern-
ment's financial constraints, the
CM said: “In our limited ability,
we did everything possible for

Goa budget: Single window for beach
weddings, memorial for razed temples

PAVNEET SINGHCHADHA
PANAJI, FEBRUARY 8

RESUMPTION OF sand mining, a
single-window system for issu-
ing permission for beach wed-
dings and events, construction
of a ‘Smruti Mandir' in memory
of temples destroyed during the
Portuguese era and creating in-
frastructure for industry, IT,
tourism were among the major
announcements in the state
Budget for 2024-25, presented
by Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant on Thursday.

Vastu consultant ‘conned
firms’ in Assam, arrested

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI FEBRUARY 8

KHUSHDEEP BANSAL, a ‘vastu’
expert now in the police net, al-
legedly convinced businessmen
he had close connections in the
Assam government and con-
vinced their company to deliver
goods worth Rs 63 crore forwhat
he claimed was a government
project being supervised by
Assam’s Chief Minister, accord-
ing to an FIR registered by
Assam'’s Crime Investigation
Department.

Bansal was arrested, along
withhis brother, in New Delhion
Monday. Subsequently, he was
brought to Assam, produced be-

fore a court, and placed inpolice
remand forsix days, aClD officer
said.

An FIR was registered with
the Assam CID in October last
year on the basis of a complaint
from businessman Kamal
Sabharwal, alleging that his
company Sabharwal Trading
India Pvt Ltd was paid only Rs
443 crore in return for deliver-
ing goods worth Rs 63 crore
against work orders that the
company believed were 1ssued
by the Assam government.
These orders, however, were al-
legedly fraudulent, and the
FIR named Khushdeep Bansal,
his brother Harish Bansal, and
four others as accused in
the case.

Sawantsaid the total budget
size is Rs 26,855 crore, of which
revenue expenditure is 20,000
crore and capital expenditure is
Rs 6,855 crore. “The Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP) is ex-
pected to grow at 13.87 per cent
inthe financial year 2024-25. No
additional tax has been levied,"
he added. Sawant said resump-
tion of sand mining through a
proper policy and extending the
duration of the lease period for
minor minerals in the state is a
priority for the government.

"“The construction of Smruti
Mandir in memory of restora-

tion of temples destroyed dur-
ing the Portuguese era will com-
mence this year. Rs 20 crore has
been allocated for it,” he said.

Other major announcements
include a single window system
for issuing a no-objection certifi-
cate (NOC) for amplified sound,
beach weddings andevents anda
one-time amnesty scheme for
residential houses that are being
operated illegally as home stays,
hotels and restaurants.

Yuri Alemao, Leader of
Opposition, said the Budget isan
attemptto create a “feel good fac-
tor” ahead of the LS elections.

ks out during demolition drive

Mob surrounded police
station, reinforcements
were sent in, says DGP

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN,FEBRUARY B

THE DIRECTOR General of Police
in Uttarakhand has told The
Indian Expressthat they are look-
ing into “rumours” of deathsinthe
Haldwani violence. He also said
the mob had surrounded a police
station, and additional forces had
to be called to ward them off.

DGP Abhinav Kumar said the
police and administration teams
had gonetothe areatoremove an
illegal encroachment for which
therewas already lifigationin the
High Court, which had ordered its
removal.

Shakeel Ahmad, Councillor of
Ward Number 31, under which
the incident took place, however
told The Indian Express that the
High Court had not given a final
decision in the case of removing
illegal encroachment.

“Some miscreants started
stone pelting and violence. The ex-
act sequence of eventsthatled to
thiskind of situationis a matter of
administrative inguiry. We will
checl¢ whatwas the cause forthis
kind of public anger, and if there
is some conspiracy, we will look
into it" said Kumar.

He said that the rioting went
on for three-four hours starting
around 530 pm,and by 9 pm, the

every sector of the society.”

“What this budget has done
has never beendone inthe coun-
try byanyone. Wewillmake our
name in the Guinness Book Of
World Records,” she added.

In her Budget speech,
Bhattacharya also announced
the launch of a new scheme —
Karmasree — under which the
state government will ensure at
least 50 days of work to each job
cardholder. The scheme, the
Finance Minister said, would
commence from May 2024,

The new scheme has been
announced when the state gov-
ernment has been pressing for
the release of pending Central
funds, including Rs 6,900 crore
for MGNREGA - the rural em-
ployment scheme. For over two
years, the Centre has withheld
the payment of wages under the
MGNREGA in the state, citing si-

situationwas broughtunder con-
trol.

“There are some rumours of
deaths, butas of now, Idonot have
any confirmed information of any
casualty inthisincident. The mob
had also surrounded
Banbhoolpura police station and
set some vehicles on fire, but re-
inforcement was sent to the spot
and the police station was saved.
W are still assessing the property
damage. On Friday moming, the
Chief Secretary and ADG Lawand
Orderwill fly to Haldwanitodoa
proper assessment of the situa-
tion,” said Kumar.

Tallang about the force used
by the police, he said that when
faced with aviolent mob thatre-
sorts to stone pelting, arson, and
somefimes even illegal firearms,
asper provisionsof the law police
are authorised to fire back in self-
defence. "l have been told that
there were some firing incidents
(from the side of the police). But
we are still gathering information
about theexact numberof munds
fired,” he said.

Asked if the incident, which
took place in a Muslim-domi-
nated area a day after the
Uttarakhand government passed
the Uniform Civil Code Bill in the
Assembly, shows an intelligence
failure, he said that they will in-
vestigate all aspects related toit.

phoning of funds and fake job
cards, While no budgetary allo-
cation has been made for
Karmasree scheme, the state
Budget has allocated Rs 3,700
crore for the pending wages of
21 lakh MGNREGA workers.
The state government also
announced the launch of
Samudra Sathi Scheme for fish-
ermen of Purba Medinpur, North
24 Parganas and South 24
Parganas districts who will get
Rs 5,000 for two months during
the "lean season”. Similar
schemes have been announced
for artisans, youths, and migrant
workers. “We have limitations,
butreceived requests from sev-
eral stakeholders toincrease the
DA for government employees.
We said we will give the dues
slowly. In January we gave 4 per
cent DA. In this budget, we gave
another4% DA hike,” she said.
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Top court: Advanced
among SCs will grab

benefits if there is no
sub-classification

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

NOT ALLOWING sub-classifica-
tion of Scheduled Castes (SCs)
willlead to asituation wherethe
“"advanced among” them “would
grab all benefits”, a 7-judge
Constitution bench of the
Supreme Court observed
Thursday, as itreserved its jucdg-
ment on a reference that raises
the question of sub-classification
of SCs.

Senior advocate Manoj
Swarup, appearing for the re-
spondents in the matter, said the
Scheduled Castes, as held by the
SCin its 2004 judgment in EV
Chinnaiah vs State of Andhra
Pradesh, formed a homogenous
group and hence there cannot be
any sub-division among them.

He contended that the states
have no power to make changes
to the list of Scheduled Castesis-
sued by the President under
Article 341 and if any change was
needed, only Parliament could
do that.

The bench presided by Chief
Justice of India DY Chandrachud,
also comprised Justices B R
Gavai, Vikram Nath, Bela M
Trivedi, Pankaj Mithal, Manoj
Misra, and Satish Chandra
Sharma. The bench is examining
if the Chinnaiah judgment needs
arelook.

On Swarup’s submission,
Justice Gavai said the gquestion
was not aboutidentification but
providing benefits to those iden-
tified.

He asked if one “can..deny
the ground realities that in the
(Presidential ) list [ of backward
classes), blacksmiths are there
and scavengers are also there.
Did they face the same degree of
discrimination when they were
brought into the list? Were they
(scavengers) not untouchables
amongst the untouchables?
Therefore recognisingthat, if the
state decides to provide among
thatclass, a preferential treat-
ment, would Article 341 comein
that way?"

Swarup said it would be
barred by Article 341.

“Then it would perpetuate
inequality amongst those
classes,” said Justice Gaval

He said, "After the SC 1976
ruling in 'The state of Kerala vs N
M Thomas',itwas held thateven
if Article 16(4) - it provides that
the State can enact a law to re-
serve posts in favour of any back-
ward class of citizens — was not
there, still taking a queue from
Articles 14(right to equality Jand
16(1), itcould have made reser-
vations. The purpose is to re-
move inequalities and bring
equality. So, taking for example
a particular caste in
Maharashtra, for the last 75
years if they are taking reserva-
tions of 75-80% of the 13% avail-
able reservation and there are
some caste which have asizable
representation but they do not
have even one or two percent
reservation so would it not
amountto perpetuating inequal-
ity amongst those classes iden-
tified under Article 3417”

Curative pleas against
2013 verdict on Sec 377
infructuous, says SC

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday said the curative peti-
tion filed against its 2013 ruling
upholding Section 377 of IPC
that criminalised homosexual
acts had become infructuous in
view of its 2018 judgment in the
case Navtej Sigh Johar versur
Union of India, decriminalising
the same.,

“The curative petitions have
been rendered infructuous by
the judgment delivered by this
court in Navtej Johar (case)," a
five-judge constitution bench
presided by Chief Justice of India

D Y Chandrachud said dismiss-
ing the pleas. The bench also
comprised Justices B R Gaval,
Bela Trivedi, Pankaj Mithal and
Manoj Misra.

The Delhi High Court had in
Naz Foundation Vs Union of
India, struck down Section 377
IPCin2009.

Howeverin 2013, the SC in
Suresh Kumar Koushal versus
Naz Foundation, reversed the HC
decision.

Subsequently, the top court
also dismissed review petitions
filed against the 2013 ruling,

The curative petitions filed
against the dismissal of the re-
view petitions however re-
mained pending.

FREEEDUCATION FROMKGTOPGTOSTUDENTS FROM LOW-INCOME GROUPS

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR, FEBRUARY 8

RECRUITMENT FOR 70,000 posts,
free education from kindergarten
topost graduation for low-income
groups, Rs 1,000 crore for estab-
lishment and upgrade of schools,
colleges, hospifals and adminis-
trative offices in "deprived areas”,
Rs 2,000 additional annual pay-
out to farmers under the Centre's
PM-KISAN scheme and a Rs 125
per quintal hike in wheat MSP -
these were among the major an-
nouncements in the Bhajan Lal
Sharma government's first

Finance Minister Diya
Kumari arrives to present
the interim Budget in Jaipur,
Thursday. Rohit Jain Paras

Budget, a vote-on-account, pre-
sented in Assembly Thursday,
Rajasthan Deputy Chief

Minister and state Finance
Minister Diya Kumari, who pre-
sented the Budget, alleged that
during the previous Ashok Gehlot
government’stenure, constituen-
cies such as Ladpura, Nasirabad,
Siwanaand Ahore among others
— from where Opposition MLAs
wereelected —were ignored, lead-
ing to an imbalance in develop-
ment. In order to maintain re-
gional balance, a provision of Rs
1,000 crore has been made tode-
velop suchareas, shesaid.

For students, she said free ed-
ucation will be given from KG to
PG to those belonging to families
of low-income  groups,

Focus on jobs, farmers, education in Rajasthan Budget

small/marginal/bataidarfarmers
and farmlabourers. Afinancial as-
sistance of Rs 1,000 perstudent for
school bags, books and uniform
forstudents of class 1 to 8 and girl
students of class 9 to 12 was also
announced.
For farmers, she announced
an additional payout of Rs 2,000
under the PM-KISAN scheme,
which will take the total annual
payment amount to Rs 8,000
each. Also, the minimum support
price (MSP) for wheat has been
hiked to Rs 2,400 from Rs 2,275
per quintal.
FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

CAPF personnel don’t share mental issues for fear of being
mocked, says final draft report on suicides in security forces

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 8

Mental health-related issues are
stilla“taboo” inthe security forces
and the personnel hesitate in
sharing their problems for the fear
of being “mocked and taunted as
weak” by other colleagues, states
a draft report prepared by a task
force formed to look into suicide
and fratricide cases inthe Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs).

In its final draft-report sub-
mitted to the Ministry of Home
Affairs last month, after studying
of 642 suicide casesand 51 fratri-

cidal deaths in the last five years,
the task force has recommended
in its report that seniors should
stop using abusive language with
their juniors and behave decently
with them, sources said.

The task force found three
major factors — working condi-
tions, service conditions and per-
sonal/individual issues— thatled
to incidents of suicides and frat-
ricides. The task force wasconsti-
tuted by the Home Ministry to
study and analyse incidents and
prepare a comprehensive report.

Some of the work-related key
reasons are prolonged deploy-
ment in high-risk areas, long sep-
aration from families/forced

bachelorship, tough duty hours
in inhospitable conditions.

“Mental health-related issues
are still atabooin the forces as well
asinsociety. In the security forces,
there is notonly the apprehension
of being mocked and taunted as
wealk, worthless, but also a fearof
losing their job because of it. As a
result, personnel facing mental is-
sues usually don’t open up and
share it with their seniors or col-
leagues," the source said.

Data shows that intotal 642
personnel, including 10 women
personnel, died by suicide and 51
fratricide inadents took place in
the CAPFs between 2017 and 2021.
The maximum suicide incidents

for the said period were reported
in the CRPF (227), while 175 sui-
cides, including 4 women person-
nel, were reported in the BSE

The task force mentioned in
the report that it found that over
80 per cent suicides happened
when the personnel returned to
work after availing leaves, Most
of the suicides were reported be-
tween 7 and 15 days after return-
ing from home, said the sources,

“The task force has found that
the trigger for suicides may be re-
lated to family or duty. If one of
the fronts is easy and smooth, the
stress level of the personnel gets
managed considerably. The cases
of suicides and attempts by

women personnel are less as
compared to theirmale counter-
parts. Male personnel hesitate
sharing their problem because of
the fear of being mocked," said a
source, citing the report.

The task force has recom-
mended that there should be a
provision of mental health
screening of all CAPF personnel
returning from leave or from
other long-term duties, through
a questionnaire. "Some of the
common challenges associated
with combatzones are insomnia,
agitationand nightmares, which
are considered to be one of the
important contributors to suici-
dality," the source said.

The task force found that serv-
ice-related reasons such as
“trauma of being abused, bully-
ingatworkplace, leave-related is-
sues, extended working hours
and inadequate time forrest” also
triggered suicidal thoughts,

“The newly recruited jawans
are highly educated and their im-
mediate bosses should be sensi-
tised to treat them with dignity,
hear their grievances and recog-
nise their services. They cannot
be treated as subordinates who
do not know anything about op-
erations strategy. Seniors should
stop using abusive language with
their juniors and behave decently
with them,” the source said.
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NOTICE OF RECORD DATE
NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Section 91 of the Companies Act, 2013 that folowing

Record Date({s) have been fxad for the purpose of of annual interes! io the holders of
Unsecured, Redesamab e, Taxabla, Lsiad, Ralad Non: Dabentunes
ISINs Rate of Interest Record date Date of Payment
| INE245A08232 1.7T%
INE245A08224 17T% Sunday, March 10,2024 | Tuesday, March 26, 2024
INE245A08240 1TT%
INE245A08273 772% Tuesday, March 12,2024 | Thursday, March 28, 2024
For The Tata Power Company th:fd
Place: Mumbal Vispi S. Patel
Dated February 8, 2024 Company Secretary

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

“Fg 221 B fpaml & fare At &Y 3 3R
AHETID a4 & fae ufdag &,
ONg ol oA TiCh D e iR vt BAGT 3T &, AT BH g8 3R AP

shall be opened / downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The
details and conditions of all lenders are available on Noida

Authority's nmcia; website: m.noi:tnuﬂu;myonllm.lnl & m -ﬁb_‘c":ﬁ. Eﬁ m E-}“- %I ,,

lﬂh Main Administrative Buliding, Sector-5, Noida, G.B. Nagar, (U.P)
Websita: www.noldasuthorttyonline.in

E-TENDER NOTICE

https://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites

for any changes/ amendments & corrigendum etc. -— m m 5o L

A] Fresh Tender Work:- WPt i g, | .::::‘y” li:.
Tender Aoirdensang .y, T 0t

No| Job No. Name of Work Amount
(in Lacs)

1. |30/D.G.M.(E.| Regarding the work of restoration| 192 71
M.)/SrM(E/M|woke to keep the street lighting
)-UVE.T./2023- | installed on External Roads & main
24 poinls of Roads adjoining Sector
82,91, 92, 93, 93A, 93B, 104, 105,

Haryana in the
D service of farmers

dated 23.02 2024 at11.00AM.

B) Re Tender Work:-
sL Tender
S| Job No. Name of Work Amount
(in Lacs)
1.|39/DGM/Sr.|Dlo Vil's (Providing Distribution| 190,34 .

From 310,000 to <15,000 per acre

M(E&M)-|Line Network in Vill-Bishanpura),
11/2023 -| Sector-58, Noida.
24/ET

The above tenders can be uploaded by dated 15.02.2024 up Erop na mage

to 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on

dated 16.02.2024 at 11.00 AM. Dy. General Manager | tompensatlun ?11’000 crore compensatEd fOl‘ Crops

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

—— ' d
incredase .
FHIE O THE REGOVERY OFFceR i __ | damaged due to natural disaster
2nd Floor, (A, B & F Wing) Karpuri Thakur Sadan, Kendriya Karamchari
Parisar (GPOA), Ashiana Digha Road, Patna-800025. " . f
DEMAND NOTICE
NOTICE UNDER SECTIONS 25 TO 28 OF THE RECOVERY OF DEBTS &
BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1993 AND RULE 2 OF SECOND SCHEDULE TO THE
INCOME TAX ACT, 1961.
RC/276/2023 02-02-2024
PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK
Versus
SHASHI PRAKASH BHART] AND OTHERS.

To

(CD 1) Shashi Prakash Bharti and other Son Saudagar Prasad Recorded
address:-Al and P.O-Herudiyara, District-Munger, Bihar-811201, Munger

(CD 2) Dharmendra Yadav Son of lale Mahavir Yadav, Resident al NA.C. Road,
P.0 and District-Khagaria-851204

(CD 3) Rinki Devi Wife of Dharmendra Yadav Resident at N.A.C. Road, PO and
Districi-Khagaria-851204

(CD 4) Bijay Kumar son of late-Garib Das resident al Hajipur Road Ward No-12,
P.0. and District-Khagaria-851204

This is Lo notify that as per the Recovery Certificate issued in pursuance of orders
passed by the Presiding Officer, DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL PATNA in
OA/341/2021 an amount of Rs. 3072717.16 (Rupees Thirty Lakhs Seventy Two
Thousands Seven Hundred Seventeen And Paise Sixteen Only) along with
pendentelite and future interest @ 14 % Compound Interest Monthly w.e.f.
06/10/2021 til realization and cosis of Rs 33000 (Rupees Thirty Three
Thousands Only ) has become due against you (Jointly and severally/ Fully/
Limited).

2. You are hereby directed to pay the above sum within 15 days of the recelpts of the
notice, failing which the recovery shall be made in accordance with the Recovery of
Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act, 1993 and Rules there under.

3. You are hereby ordered to deciare on an affidavit the particulars of yours assets
on or before the next date of hearing.

4. You are hereby ordered lo appear before the undersigned on 03/04/2024 at 10:30

a.m. for further proceedings.
5. In addition the sum aforesaid, you will also be liable fo pay:

(a) Such Interests as is payable for the period commencing Immediately after this
natice of the certificate / execution proceedings.

(b) All costs, charges and expenses incurred in respect of the service of this notice
and warrants and other processes and all other proceedings taken for recovering
the amount due.

mmwmmmmmmmm,mmm y i ,' >, ,-*'ij ?} l" 41' niﬁ*f w
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL, PATNA
GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL
CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE
COMMISSIONER OF EXCISE,
ENTT. & LUXURY TAX
L & N BLOCK, VIKAS BHAWAN,
LP. ESTATE, NEW DELHI-110002
PUBLIC NOTICE
The Government of National Capital
Territory of Delhi has approved revision of]
the MRP (Maximum Retail Price) of

¥ Information, Public Relations, Languages and Culture Depariment, Haryana [fo i e el et Lo - Lol R L e TRE

LUCKNOW MUNICIPAL CORPORATION New Okhla Industrial Development Authority
T.N. Road, Lalbagh, Lucknow - 226001 (U.P.) Mh
Website : www.Imc.up.nic.in

Main Administrative Bullding, Sector-8, Nolda, G.B. Nagar, (U.P.) Webaits: www.noldzauthortyonline.In

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender are invited from firms/contractors registered with UPLC Lucknow for the following jobs
against which bids can be uploaded and same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule
mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders are available on NOIDA Authority's official
website: www.noidaauthorityonline.in & hitp://letender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these
A== s websites for any changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.
TIME PERIOD

SL. NAME OF WORK (A)

FEERS. | MONEYRS. | (OEARS) 1. 43/S.M.(JAL)-VE.T./2023-24, M/o W/s (Two Years Maintenance of 40 HP VT Motor, Starter,
1 |Selection of Contractor for “Door to Door Transformer & Other Electrical work in Network Sector-106, Sector-132 & 135) Noida. Cost

) \ e . . collection, Transfer and Secondary Transportation Rs. 3891 Lacs
Quqrts (75 E}‘ml._). Pints (375 mlj) and Nips of Municipal Solid waste, Road/ Street Sweeping i 2. 46/S.M.(JAL)-IE.T.J2023-24, Mo W/s (P/L Water Lines Gowshala and Nandishala in
(180 ml.) of Spiced Country Liquor. to be :;‘:;;f:ﬂ;ﬂﬂ:ﬁﬁﬂﬁ “;‘fl‘e‘-‘aﬁn'“: Sector-135), Noida. Cost Rs. 44.76 Lacs
) i A—— : : A ; 3. 50/S.M.(JAL)-VE.T./2023-24, Strengthening of W/s (P/L RCC Slab for UGR-4 & Other misc.
sold through the Licensed Country Liquor transportation of Horticulture Waste and Civilwork in UGR Compound, Sector-4), Noida. Cost Rs. 35.421

collection & storage of Domestic Hazardous
Wasts, n Zoas 02, 06, 06 (Packege 021 1o 4. 47/DGM(Jal)/A.O./S.M.(JAL)-1/2023-24, M/o W/s (Two year Maintenance of PVC Water

: (i . Line, Sluice Valve & Reflex valve in Network Village-Salarpur, Bhangel, Nagli Wazidpur,
d ted processing facility/di | sit
cﬁgﬁunmﬁ:&" e S Sector-132 & 135) Noida. Cost Rs. 52.97 Lacs
5. 48ISr.M.(JAL)-1/2023-24, Intemal/External Water & Sewer in Sector-162 (P/LSewer &
Water Line in front of Plot No.-15 & 16 in Sector-162) Noida.Cost Rs. 81.33 Lacs

Vends, in the National Capital Territory of
Delhi for the year 2023-24 w.e.f. 09th
February, 2024 (Friday) as per details

given below:

SL| EVENTS DATE & TIME 6. 49/Sr.M.(JAL)-1/2023-24, M/o W/s (Two Year Running Operation of UGR & Tubewells in
: Network Sector-132 & 135) Noida. CostRs. 84.94 Lacs
1. | Online Tender hase start dat 09/02/2024 10:00 AM
2 U:L!:T:nde pu:ha:: end daztl: 24ﬁ02i2024 m 03:00 PM Which can be uploaded by date:- 22.02.2024 upto 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be
e by : opened/downloaded on date: 23.02.2024 at 11.00 AM.
3. | Online Bid Submission End date 24/02/2024by  05:00 PM (B)
4. | Submission of Pre-Bid queries by til'15/02/2024by  03:00 PM 1. 13/S.M.(JAL)-VE.T./2023-24, M/o W/s (Two year S/F VT Pump, Tube shaft & R/o Bowl assly.
PrOpRc i NdEeS at different Tubewells in Network Sector-14A to 16A, 14, 15, 16 and Sector-62), Noida. Cost
5. | Hard copy of technical submission end date 24/02/2024by  05:00 PM Rs.69.24 Lacs
Sd/ 6. | Technical Proposal open Date 24/02/2024by  06:00 PM Which can be uploaded by date:- 15.02.2024 upto 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be
il . Nate : All information regarding Tenders and Documents can be seen/download from opened/downloaded on date: 16.02.2024 at 11.00 AM.
(KRISHNA MOHAN UPPL) website http://etender.up.nic.in. For any clarification Please contact Mobile no. Dy. General Manager (Jal)
8909121015, 9451269458 or submit queries through email on email id: NOIDA

COMMISSIONER (EXCISE)

envengrmnlko@gmail.com

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

(GRAND BARGAIN 2.0

Protests by Karnataka and Kerala are driven by politics — they
also point to concerns of fiscal federalism that need addressing

NE STATE'S CHIEF minister hit the national capital’s streets, along with his

cabinet colleagues, against the Centre's alleged discrimination in devolution

of tax revenues and non-release of drought relief funds. Anotherstate’'s CM

followed suit, having already moved the Supreme Court against the Centre
imposing limits onits borrowing powers. The fact that both of them, Karnataka and Kerala,
are Opposition-ruled and the timing of the protests, ahead of Lok Sabha elections, may
make these seem purely political in nature. Nor have these states’ own fiscally irrespon-
sibleactions helped. The ruling Congress in Karnataka should have thought twice before
announcing its five assembly poll "guarantee” schemes, which are costing the state ex-
chequer an additional Rs 52,000 crore per year. The Kerala government has, likewise,
sought to drcumvent its normal net borrowing ceiling, of 3 per cent of GDP fixed by the
Centre, by resorting to off-budget loans raised by two state-owned enfities.

The political motivations notwithstanding, there are genuine concerns with regard to
both the letter and spirit of fiscal federalism that need add ressing. To start with, the Centre
accounts for more than 60 per cent of the gross tax revenues collected together with the
states. On the other hand, the states have well over a 60 per cent share when it comes to to-
tal government spending. The disparity between revenue generation capacities and expen-
diture responsibiliiesimpartsan inherentvertical fiscal imbalance, That imbalance would
only have widened with the implementation of the goods and services tax (GST), which
hasreplaced the value added tax and a host of other levies that were major sources of rev-
enue for the states earlier. But the states accepted the apparent loss of fiscal soverelgnty
througha grandbargain thatwas a resultof consensus buildingand addressing apprehen-
sions of revenue loss, if any, from the new nationwide non-cascading indirect tax regime.
The high point was the setting up of the GST Council, comprising the finance ministers of
the Centre and all states, to decide on tax rates, exemptions and any regulatory changes.

A similar compact is required today in matters of tax devolution and other resource
transfers, both vertical (Centre to states) and horizontal (among states). Karnataka, for
instance, is justified in asking why its share in the divisible tax pool was reduced from
4.713 to 3.647 per cent between the 14th and 15th Finance Commission awards. The next
commission should frame clear and transparent rules for distribution of the Centre’s tax
proceeds and grants-inaid. As partofa Grand Bargain 2.0, the Centre mustdesist from levy-
ing non-sharable cesses and surcharges on taxes, just as states should be made to strictly
adhere to deficit targets and borrowing limits.

HOLDING THE LINE

RBI keeps interest rates unchanged. If inflation evolves along
expected lines, it could open up space for rate cuts

N LINE WITH expectations, the Monetary Policy Committee of the Reserve Bank of

Indiavoted in its February meeting to keep interest rates unchanged. The reporate

stands at 6.5 percent. The committee also decided to remain focused on the with-

drawal of accommodation. In his pelicy statement, RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
noted that “the job is not yet finished” and that policy must “continue to be actively dis-
mflationary to align mflation to the target of 4 per cent on a durable basis”.

In December, retail inflation, as measured by the consumer price index, had edged
upwards to 5.69 per cent, up from 5.55 per cent the month before. However, this rise in
inflation, driven by rising food prices, was not unexpected. On the other hand, core infla-
fion, which excludes the more volatile food and fuel components, had dipped lower to 3.8
per cent in December. The central bank now expects inflation to trend lower to 5 per cent
in the fourth quarter (January-March ). For the next financial year (2024-25), assuming a
normal monsoon, it expects inflation to moderate further to 4.5 per cent. However, the
outlook is uncertain. As the RBI also notes, adverse weather events which could impact
food prices, and geopolitical tensions and conflicts which could lead to supply chaindis-
ruptions, could heavily influence the trajectory of inflation. Governor Das also sounded
a note of caution, saying that policy needs to be "vigilant about new supply shocks that
may undothe progress madeso far.” On growth, the RBI Governor sounds optimistic, ex-
pecting the economic momentum to continue in the coming financial year (2024-25) as
well. Das points to industrial activity “gaining steam"”, while the services sector "is ex-
pected to remain resilient”, He sees rural demand continuing togather pace, even as ur-
ban consumption remains strong, with investmentactivity also “gaining steam” on the
backof a sustained push in government spending. Based onthese trends, the central bank
expects the Indian economy to grow at 7 per cent in 2024-25.

The monetary policy committee’s decisions were, however, not unanimous. MPC
member Jayanth Varmadisagreed with other members of the committee on both inter-
est rates and the policy stance, Varma, in fact, voted for reducing the repo rate by 25 ba-
sis points and for changing the policy stance from remaining focused on the withdrawal
of accommodation to neutral. In the pastas well, Varma has argued that monetary pol-
icy should be less restrictive, However, hostilities in the Red Sea and uncertainty regard-
ing the trajectory of food prices arelikely to have an outsized influence in the immediate
term. If inflation evolves along expected lines over the coming months, it could open up
space for the committee to change its policy stance and cut rates.

CONNECT, DISCONNECT

Australia’s new law prevents bosses from emailing and calling
workers beyond working hours. It opens up possibilities

HE CURIOUS THING about words is that they can change the very thing they
are supposed to explain. Take “gig worker”. The term conjures upa young mil-
lennial, or evenan old Gen-Z chap, sitting in anartisanal (read over-priced ) cof
fee shopengaged ina white-collarwell-paying semi-creative profession —cod-
ing, designing, etc. This creature’s time is her own. Now, take "unorganised sector labourer”.
Avery different picture comes up — this person is the picture of, and often euphemism for,
the exploited. The Closing Loopholes Bill, passed earlier this week by the Australian
Parliament, makes it clear that the gig worker, like the labourer, needs protection.

Among the slew of provisionsin the Bill, the ones around the right to disconnect and
the path to formalisation for gigworlkers have received the most attention. The former al-
lows workers not to take calls or answer emails on holidays or outside working hours,
Thelogicissimple — being constantly “connected” and “on-call” is, in essence, unpaid over-
time. Whether inoffice or not, work is work. The path to formalisation is abit more com-
plex. On the one hand, it ensures benefits and long-term security, and on the other, the
flexibility that many people now prize may become a more scarce phenomenon.
Australia’s proposed law, if and when implemented, will put it in the company of coun-
tries in Europe that have allowed the right to disconnect Beyond the nitty-gritty of the
economics of the law, though, is the waning halo around the idea of the gig worker.

Yes, there is a minority, the so-called “digital nomads”, who can use flexible work
hours to their advantage. For many, if not most, though, the blurred line between work
and non-work has meant the former creeps its way into the latter — without overtime pay.
As more countries recognise that gig workers need protection, perhaps the 70-hour work-
wee kwill not be considered avirtue. In adisconnected utopia, workers won't check their

emnails. Just Instagram.
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WORDLY WISE
BY WORKING FAITHFULLY EIGHT HOURS A DAY YOU
MAY EVENTUALLY GET TO BE BOSS AND WORK
TWELVE HOURS A DAY. — RoBERT FROST

A Goldilocks phase

Monetary and fiscal policies have putin place
conditions for steady growth, moderate inflation

A2

SouMYA KANTI GHOSH

WITHIN A WEEK, the interim Union budget
and the monetary policy have putin place a
framework for a Goldilocks phase of
steady growthand moderate inflation for the
Indian economy.

On Thursday, the monetary policy com-
mittee decded to maintain the status quo,
keeping the policy repo rate at 6.5 per cent.
The forecast for GDP growth in 2024-25 has
been kept at 7 per cent, while for headline
inflation it has been reduced in line with our
expectations to 4.5 per cent. With inflation
expected to fall meaningfully below 4 per
cent after June, the first rate cut could be as
early as August if not in June itself, The
growth forecasts by the RBI, which seem con-
servative, and rightly so, have been trailing
the official estimates for the last two years.
However, they only validate the country's
robust growth trajectory.

Among the development and regulatory
policy changes, the RBI has extended the re-
quirement of the Key FactStatement to cover
all retailand MSME loans and advances. This
is designed to provide customers with aclear
understanding of the actual annualised in-
terest rate and the overall financial commit-
ment associated with the loan. This move
can be seenas a significant steptowards em-
powering customers with comprehensive
information, enabling them to make in-
formed decisions about their borrowing.

The technology for authentication of pay-
ments has also received freshattention. With
innovations in technology, there is aneed to
look at a comprehensive framework for al-
ternative authentication mechanisms.
Accordingly, a principle-based “Framework
for authentication of digital payment trans-
actions” will be explored for the orderly de-
velopmentof this space.

Alongside, enhancing the robustess of
the AadhaarEnabled PaymentSystem (AePS)
— now being used by more than 37 crore
users and 47 entities — and theadoptionof a

The fiscal consolidation path
continues to be influenced by
the exceptional deviation
taken during the pandemic.
The primary deficit is
expected to correct by 80
basis points to 1.5 per cent of
the GDPin FY25. In FY21 the
primary deficit was more
than 5 per cent of the GDP.
The revenue deficit has also
moderated. Public debt as a
percentage of the GDP has
also reduced and is expected
to decline by 90 basis points
in FY25 fromits level of 581
per centin FY24. Thus the
debt to GDP ratio is expected
to move along a stable path.

principle-based framework for authentica-
tion of digital payment transactions willhelp
in preventing digital frauds. The changes pro-
posed in the Central Bank Digital Currency
could help onboard people from fringe areas
into the CBDC architecture thereby enabling
its acceptability exponentially.

However, with credit demand outpacing
depositaccretion, theonsetof aJustin Time
(JIT}mechanism thatstreamlines the release
of government of India funds may anchorthe
floor of yield on advances, apart from
strengthening short-term borrowings as
market players are also resorting to non-de-
posit sources to satiate the rising demand for
credit, even as the credit todeposit ratio is a
short breath away from hitting 80.

This MPC meeting comes a few days after
the interim Union budget firmly stepped
away from crowd pleasing measures, and fo-
cused on the vision of a developed India in
Amnit Kaal, by enabling everylndian toalign
with the ambitious, yet achievable goal
through action-oriented collaborative works.
It set the right tone by focusing on infrastruc-
ture development, innovation and connec-
fvity leading towards a Viksit Bharat.

As per our estimates, in the interim
budget, the overall allocation for capital ex-
penditure is Rs 18.4 trillion (this takes into
considerationthe capex by central publicsec-
tor enterprises and grants for the creation of
capital). This is equivalent to 5.6 per cent of
GDP and implies a growth of around 13 per
cent. This sustained thrust on public sector
investments will go a long way towards mak-
ing India a $5 trillion economy by 2027-28.

The fiscal consolidation path continues
to be influenced by the exceptional devia-
tion taken during the pandemic. The primary
deficit is expected to correct by 80 basis
points to 1.5 per cent of the GDP in FY25. In
FY21 the primary deficit was more than 5 per
cent of the GDP. The revenue deficit has also
moderated. Public debt as a percentage of

the GDP has also reduced and is expected to
decline by 90 basis points in FY25 from its
level of 58.1 per cent in FY24. Thus the debt
to GDP ratio is expected to move along asta-
ble path. There is also the possibility that if
growth and inflation move along expected
lines, the fiscal deficit will be lower than the
5.1 per cent target. Further, the market cap-
italisation of CPSEs is now at around Rs40
trillion, with the government’s stake at
around Rs 27 trillion. Buoyant market
conditions will create opportunities for
disinvestment later.

We would also like to use this opportu-
nity to address some concerns overthe state
of the rural economy. Take for instance the
implications of significant improvementsin
physical (road/rail ) infrastructure which en-
sure seamless last mile connectivity are
changing rural demand and supply. A farmer
can now travel long distances comfortably
to buy (and sell) goods. These purchases
/sales are more often captured under ur-
ban/metro area heads eventhough the goods
are being primarily purchased by the rural
populace. Thus, it is possible that in some
cases the numbers reported for rural areas
may not be anaccurate reflection of rural de-
mand. The integration of cities, urban cen-
tres and their satellite nodes with surround-
ing areas and until now far flung areas on the
back of the infra boom needs to be factored
in carefully. Alongside, a closer look at the
data on median wages of rural labourers dur-
ing FY14-FY23 (November) clearly shows a
rising trend. Median wages are now closer
to the average wages. Thisisin clear contrast
to the FY05-FY14 period. Further, the auda-
cious target of increasing the lakhpati didi
numbers through the 8.3 million plus self-
help groups in the recent budget also bodes
well for the rural economy.

The writer is Group Chief Economic Advisor,
State Bank of India. Views are personal

AT STAKE IN PAKISTAN

Challenges facing economy are daunting, will need bold structural reforms

AYESHA JALAL

HELD AGAINST THE backdrop of a systemic
economiccrisis, deepening political polarisa-
tion, and the grim aftermath of an unprece-
dented attack on the most powerful institu-
tion of state bya key political party onMay 9,
2023, the 2024 election on February 8 was
extremely important in determining
Pakistan's immediate and future trajectory.
While thereis every reason to be concerned
about charges of unfair treatment being
meted out to one party — Imran Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaaf (PT1) —accusations
of this kind are not altogether new. All polls
for the past 75 years except for 1970 and to
some extent 2008 and 2013 have been mired
incontroversy and regrets about the absence
of aneven playing field for all contenders.

The handover of power from one civilian
government to anotherin 2013 had been sig-
nificant but could not be sustained. Therole
of the higher judiciary in overthrowing
Nawaz Shanf with the backing of the mili-
tary in2017 pushed de mocracy off the rails
onceagain. The 2018 elections that anointed
Imran Khan as prime minister were choreo-
graphed by the establishment. The current
elections are also being held under close co-
ordination with non-elected institutions of
the state that have been dominant in
Pakistan since the 1950s. Yet, however com-
promised, the electoral process is necessary
constitutionally and better than an outright
military takeover and some new-fangled
variantof martial rule.

Now that its decades-long project of
grooming andinstalling Imran Khanand his
party PTl into power in 2018 has failed mis-
erably, the establishment —asthe armyhigh
command is called — has to let parties that

There is no question that
demographic changes could
throw up surprises, especially
if the turnout is high and
women as well as youth come
out to vote in large numbers.
[f they do, the PTTis expected
to benefit. But with its
electoral symbol taken away
and several candidates
claiming to represent the
party in different
constituencies, it remains to
be seen how well it will
actually perform.

were demonised and persecuted atits be-
hest try their luck at the hustings. While
some see the Pakistan Muslim League-N
(PML-N) as the new favourites of the estab-
lishment, this is simply because there is no
other party that can command enough votes
to govern the country's biggest province,
Punjab. This does not mean that other par-
ties like the Pakistan People's Party (PPP)are
not trying to take advantage of the PTI's
predicament to surge ahead. But the PPP has
hardly any presence in Punjab, which leaves
the PML-N as the main contender against a
PTlincomplete disarray with its leader and
top leadership languishing in jail on various
charges, including treason.

The consensusis that given the multiple
crises facing Pakistan today, the elections
cannot be expected to be completely free and
fair. But there is still hope that everything
will be done to ensure that all contenders
are given a chance to make their case to
the electorate.

There is no question that demographic
changes could throw up surprises, especially
if the turnout is high and women as well as
youth come out to vote in large numbers, If
they do, the PT1 is expected to benefit. But
with its electoral symboltaken away and sev-
eral candidates claiming to represent the
party in different constituencies, it remains
to be seen how well it will actually perform,

The PPP is unlikely to sway voters in
Punjab as it has done preciouslittle ground-
work in Pakistan’s largest province. So, de-
spite a vigorous campaign by Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, who is contesting from a con-
stituency in Lahore, the PPP’s success will
most likely be confined to Sindh even if it

picks up more seats in Punjab than in the
2013 and 2018 elections.

The challenges facing the national econ-
omy are daunting for any party and will re-
quire bold decisions so that structural re-
forms are instituted to stretch the
unacceptably limited tax base, improve pro-
ductivity and promote exports. Going by the
past record, most in Punjab believe that the
PML-N is best placed to manage the coun-
try's economy. But this is by no means the
view in other provinces with the PTl holding
its ground 1n Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the
PPP in Sindh.

All parties make grandiose promises to
voters during election campaigns based on
some variant of welfarism, butare typically
unable to carry them out once at the helm.
While large promises are being heard every-
where, no one expects much to change and
the best that is being hoped for is some mod-
icum of political stability and judicious eco-
nomic decision-making to pull the country
out of the current quagmire.

All parties in the fray in Pakistan also
claim towant to improve relations with India
and the USA. But improved foreign relations
depend on both sides making the necessary
moves to restore trust and confidence. As
things stand today, not much can be hoped
byway of improved Indo-Pakistan relations.
As for US-Pakistan relations, Washington's
tilt towards New Delhi is now too evident to
give much hope to an incumbent govern-
ment in Islamabad for any dramatic shift in
relations to take place.

The writer is the Mary Richardson Professor
of History at Tufts University
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PUNJAB BANDH

BARRING A FEW scattered incidents in which
more than 25 people got minor injuries, the
one-day Punjab bandh sponsored by the Akali
Dal went off peacefully. The bandh was total,
except a few shops that were open in Patiala,
where the police had to intervene to keep two
groups of people separated and under con-
trol. Significantly, the state-wide bandh was
by and large free from acts of arson.

CENTRE-AKALI TALKS

THE GOVERNMENT IS expecting a
favourable response from the Akalis to the

decision to hold a tripartite meeting on the
Punjab problem. Invitations for the talks
maybe sent early next week after consulta-
tions with some ofthe oppositionleaders. In
any case,the talks are expected totake place
before the commencement of the
Parliament session on February 23.

INDO-PAK & KASHMIR

THE MURDER OF the Birmingham-based
Indiandiplomat Ravindra Mhatre by a group
calling itself member of the Kashmir
Liberation Army (KLA)appears to be taking
a new political turn which may have unpre-
dictable repercussions in south Asian poli-

tics. The Guardian published an article with
a background of the dispute between India
and Pakistan over Kashmir, providing an
oblique boost to the KLA and the JKLF.

PM FoRr PEACE PRIZE

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi, Canadian
Premier Pierre Trudeauand Italian President
Sandro Pertini, are among the candidates for
the 1984 Nobel Peace prize, the prize com-
mittee confirmed. Names of 75 candidates
have been proposed for the prestigious prize
which is due to be awarded in October. Last
year's winner was Lech Walesa, leader of the
outlawed Solidarity of Poland.
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Ram’s bell of justice

What we can learn from tribal communities that have a consciousness
which evaluates gods — worship them and question their divinity

DEVANURA MAHADEVA

"EVALUATION OF GODS and AMuslim Deity
named Dr Khan" is a small, heartwarming
piece of writing by Panju Gangolli that has
completely captured me. In hundreds of
tribal communities across Bastar district in
Chhattisgarh, there is a religiosity that fran-
scends the boundaries of caste and religion
and a consciousness that evaluates gods —a
finding that has struck me like a revelation
that can light up our world.

Thestory goes like this: Bangaramdevi is
aprominent God among Bastar district’s var-
ious tribal communities. Once a year, a fes-
tivalnamed “Bhado Jatna”is conducted here.
On that day, tribal communities from over
240villages carry their gods along and place
them under Bangaramdevi's feet. In the pres-
ence of Bangaramdevi, the priests examine
these gods. Those gods whodid not address
andsolve the problems of their devotees over
the previous yearare stripped of theirdivin-
ity. Without divine power, theyare mere fig-
urines made of wood and stone, which are
then banished to the backyard of
Bangaramdevi's temple and end up ina heap
in some corner. Then they continue to shrivel
up under the sun, bearing the brunt of rain
and cold alike, and can often be found stuck
in some bushes or leaning against the roots
of an old tree.

There's another interesting thing to note
here: On the top of Bastar’s Keshkal hill,
there's a small temple where a terracotta
stage can be found. On this stage, a black
wooden piece shaped like a Shivalinga has
been installed. An earthen lamp is lit next to
it. The temple doors are opened during the
“Surdongar” fair and thousands of people
from nearby tribes come to seek the dar-
shana of God. There 1s also a belief thateven
other gods visit this God. The name of this
deity is DrKhan,

Around 200 years ago, when Bastar was
afflicted withdiseases like cholera and small-
pox, @ Muslim man named Dr Khan arrived
here and saved many people from the
clutches of death. He stayed behind and con-
tinued to serve the people of the region.
Following his death, the local tribes elevated
him to the status of a God and started wor-
shipping him. All this and more can be found
here. In our own land.

But do we have the consciousness of eval-
uating our gods? Let alone the gods, we don't
even evaluate our representatives whom we
elected. So, howcanwe expectour problems
to be addressed and solved? Tribal commu-
nities, which are essentially our earthly an-
cestors, do possess this consciousness of ex-
amining the gods and discarding those they
deem useless. But we who are the progeny
of the same Adivasis have turned ourselves
into superstitious souls. Since the connec-
tion to our Adivasi roots has been severed,
we asa populace are no longer vigilant and
are unable to preserve the best practices of
our ancestors that are still relevant.

Weneed tobe alert: The 2024 Lok Sabha
elections are justaround the corner. We need
to cultivate the consciousness of evaluation
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in the upcoming election. The health of our
democracy, the judiciary, and the sovereignty
of ourindependent organisations, the weak-
ening of the federal structure by the ruling
Centre, social justice, women's reservation,
Swaminathan report, and education, health,
unemployment —all these issues need to be
evaluated. We need toopen our eyes to look
at how our precious natural resources are be-
ing used, the toll thatis paid by common peo-
ple due to inflation and price rise, and how
corporates close to power unduly benefit.

This is what we have to do next — when
parties and candidates contesting the up-
coming election approach us for votes, we
need to tell them: "We will evaluate your
words aswell as your actions. We won't tol-
erateyourlies any more." If we can give such
a warning, the nation can move forward,
however small those steps may be.

We need to free ourselves from the influ-
ence of fraudulent weapons like
Sammohanastra (weapon of collective hyp-
nosis ), Dweshastra (weapon of hatred),
Asahanastra (weapon of intolerance),
Bhmamastra (weapon of illusion) which are
being used by the people in power to lull us
into submission so that weare unperturbed
by real issues.

First, we need to identify this veil of illu-
sion. For example, “Hindutva" is triumphing
over “Hindu". Is this the Hindutva of the
Chaturvarna system? Even the idea of
“Sanatana” is being spread now, But what is
Sanatana,anyway? We need to inculcate hu-
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This is what we have to do
next — when parties and
candidates contesting the
upcoming election approach
us for votes, we need to tell
them: “We will evaluate your
words as well as your
actions. We won't tolerate
your lies any more.” If we
can give such a warning,

the nation can move forward,
however small those

steps may be.
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mane and healthier values of Sanatana and
relieve ourselves from its flawed ones.
Compassion, patience, love, coexistence,
equal justice, the adage “Do unto others as
you would have them do unto you" and more
light our paths even today. They are good
Sanatana values, Along with them,
Chaturvarna system, caste discrimination, in-
tolerance, hatred too are Sanatana values that
exist even today. But these are the evil val-
ues that only ight the fire and lead to confla-
gration. Today, there is a struggle between
these good and evil Sanatanavalues. | believe
India’s collective consciousness possesses
the essence to pull us back from the brink.
What we need is the wisdom of farmers who
weed their land for the health of theircrops.
India is celebrating the inauguration of
Ayodhya's Ram Mandir. India should cele-
brate Ram's commitment to vachanapalane,
honouring the promises made. [t issaid that
“A Bell of Justice” was hung outside Ram’s
palace. One day, a horse is found nnging the
bell and Ram delivers justice to this hungry
horse. Let a bell of justice be installed in
Ayodhya where all struggling living beings
can ring it. But will the Delhi Darbar listen?

Mahadeva, a Kannada writer, is a pioneer
of the Dalit movement in Karnataka. He is
a member of many social and

political movements

Translation from the original Kannada
byAmulya B
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The state must take every measure to ensure citizens’ security today... Given
that they are being held aftter considerable delay, itis important that voters are able
to participate freely in these elections, which must be concluded to the public’
satistaction. History awaits our people’s verdict.” —DAWN, PAKISTAN

An ethical
minefield

Data transparency, a fundamental tenet of
scientific discovery, is conspicuous by its absence

in trials of Neuralink’s brain-computer interface

SIMANTINI GHOSH

IN THE first week of February, tech mogul
Elon Musk announced the first human im-
plantation of the Neuralink device —
Telepathy. Initial data collection is in progress
and going well, he said. Neuralink is a tech
startup and its proprietary chip s a surgi-
cally implantable device. ltcanrecord amas-
sive amountof data from individual neurons
and transmitit to acomputer, which, inturn,
canread the intention coded in that data to
executea certain task.

Neuralink made headlines with a video
afew years ago,inwhicha monkey used the
company's surgically implanted chip to play
avideo game on a computer. The wow fac-
tor kidced in then, as it hasnow. The first hu-
man application is intended to return the
ability to control digital devices to quadri-
plegicindividuals. This is part of the project’s
short-term goal — bringing back function-
ality to the clinically and neurologically dis-
abled poapulation. This probably also aided
their fundraisingendeavours, However, the
company’s vision statement is more ambi-
tious— “create a generalised brain interface
to restore autonomy to those with unmet
medical needs today and unlock human po-
tential tomorrow”. The second goal, to alter
and enhance cognitive abilities in healthy
humans, opens up Pandora’s box of ethical
and legal concerns.

Evenif we stick tothe company’s current
short-term goal of using the implants to ful-
fil unmet medical needs, far more critical
scrutiny is needed. Scientists and doctors
prefer to erron the side of caution. There are
professional bodies, associations and regu-
latory authorities to protect the rights of
study participants whose safety and privacy
take (as they should ) precedence over the
efficiency of a new study. The mostimpor-
tant criterionis to ensure the availability and
transparency of data. Replicability and the
ability of raw data to withstand the scien-
tific community’s scrutiny are among the
basic tenets of scientific discoveries. In all
these areas, Musk's company falls short.

Neuralink has previously refused
National Institute of Health funding to keep
its patented technology secure — federally-
funded research comes with more oversight,
datasharingand transparency requirements,
While most academia-sponsored clinical tri-
als that happen through major university
hospitals in the US need to be registered,
Neuralink's PRIME (Precise Robotically
Implanted Brain-Computer Interface ) study
is not. The device did receive FDA approval —
thatideally should provideironclad oversight
tomaximise patient safety. However, the FDA
has fallen short of that task in the past.
Ultimately, the gold standards of replicabil-
ity and reliability in science tie back to the
very thing thathasbeen absent fromthevery
beginning — transparent data. Because the
tral was unregistered, it is virtually impos-

sible to find out anything about the condi-
tionsunder which itwas conducted. The only
clues we have are the basic information dis-
closed inthe brochure. The inclusion criteria
speafy adult patients with quadriplegia
( paralysis orloss of functioninall four limbs )
fromALS orspinal cord injury without much
improvement up to a year post-injury, and
those who have an available full-time reli-
ablecaregiver. The trial will preclude individ-
uals whohave otherimplants (suchaspace-
makers or electrodes for deep brain
stimulation) as well as people whose condi-
tions need procedures such as regular MRI
scans or Transcranial Magnetic Stmulation
(TMS). Thisis likely toensure no damage due
to embedded electrodes being subjected to
a high-powered magnetic field. Also ex-
cluded are individuals with a history of
seizures. Thisis related tosomething that is
theoretically plausible to predict— thebrain
often responds to foreign objects by encap-
sulating in a layer of certain glial cells,
and these "glial scars” are notoriously
epileptogenic.

However minute, the threading of up to
1,024 recording electrodes in the brain will
lead to some form of micro-mnjuries in the
brain.Neuralink will need to convince the sci-
entific community that these implants do not
enhance the likelihood of microbleeds or
strokes or any other form of injuries in the
brain. Such microscapicinjuries are often not
picked up by diagnostic modalities yet they
accumulate over time and predispose indi-
viduals to serious neurological conditions
suchasneurodegeneration. The study hasto
prove thatthe recording capacity of theelec-
trodes is maintained consistently — thisis a
problem with existing brain-computer inter-
faces. The efficiency of the recording decays
over time. The PRIME study calls for 18
months of pnimary observation followed by
perniodicfollow-upsup tofive years, Hopefully,
they will have designed the study to collect
enough safety data during this period.

Aprimary ethical concernis data owner-
ship. There is no clarityonwho the recorded
data belongs to, whichwill be decoded toin-
terpret the “intentions” of a person.
Embedding proprietary technology enabling
data recording and routing it through a pro-
prietary app raises a aucial question: Will the
subjects retain ownership of this recorded
data? Will Neuralink have dataownership? If
yes, what can they technically do with this
ownership of “intent tocarry out an action” on
behalf of a third party? In the current situa-
tion, itis easy tooverlook theramifications of
this issue because the population onwhich
the trial is being conducted is clinically dis-
abled and there is direct benefit to them.
However, Neuralink'sambition and vision ex-
tend beyond clinical use to enhance human
cognition and possibilities, Keeping that in
mind, the ethics of data ownership is non-
trivial and extremely important to settle at
the outset. Ary wrong precedentherecanen-
danger humanagency and privacy.

Neuralink would serve itself betterif it
were more openabout the data itgenerates.
That secrecy does notinstill confidence and
trust is something scientists have learned
the hard way.

The writer is assistant professor, psychology,
Ashoka Umiversity. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Colonial habits die hard

Those who oppose Ayodhya movement suffer from Stockholm Syndrome

BALBIR PUN]J

PRATAP BHANU Mehta is correct when he
says that the pran pratishtha at Ayodhya on
January 22 i1s a "watershed moment” (*]anuary
22 IE, January 22}, The moment is a turning
point in India's history — an important mile-
stone in the decolonisation of India. Mehta,
however, adds, “The pran pratishtha, follow-
ing the foundation stone of Ayodhya, marks
the consecrationof Hinduismas a political re-
ligion, pure and simple.”

This partofMehta's statement is half-true,
bordering onsophistry. If the rebuilding of the
temple at Ram JanmabhoomiinAyodhyaisa
political statement, so was its demolition by
anlslamic invader and the opposition to its re-
construction, spanning over sevendecades af-
ter independence.

The Babn structure was never a place of
worship —it was raised to humiliate the van-
quished Hindus after razinga temple that was
especially reverent to them. Armold Toynbee,
one of the great historians of the pastcentury,
while delivering the Azad Memonal Lecture in
February 1960, said, “In the course of the first
Russian occupation of Warsaw ( 1614-1915),
the Russians had built an Eastern Orthodox
Christian Cathedral onthis central spotinthe
city that had been the capital of the once inde-
pendent Roman Catholic Christian country,
Poland. The Russians had done this to give the
Poles a continuous ocular demonstrationthat
the Russians were now their masters. After
the re-establishment of Poland's independ-
ence in 1918, the Poles pulled this cathedral
down. The demolition had been completed

Jjustbefore the date of myvisit.] donot greatly
blame the Polish Government for having
pulled down that Russian Church. The pur-
pose for which the Russians had built it had
been not religious but political, and the pur-
pose had also been intentionally offensive.”

Referring to mosques at Kashi, Mathura
and Ayodhya, Toynbee said, " Aurangzeb's pur-
pose inbuilding those three Mosques wasthe
same intentionally offensive political purpose
that moved the Russians to build their
Orthodox Cathedral in the city centre at
Warsaw. Those three mosques were intended
to signify that an Islamic Government was
reigning supreme, even over Hinduism's holi-
est of holy places.”

Mehta talks about Gandhi, "who rejected
the logic of retaliation”, Gandhiji was asked
how to deal with a situation when a mosque
is forcibly built on someone else’s land. He
dealt with the vexed issue in Young India on
February 5, 1925, Here are excerpts of
Gandhiji's response, “Thequestion of mosques
built on another’s land without his permis-
sion is incredibly simple. If A 1s in possession
of his land and someone comestobuild some
things on it, be it even a mosque, A has the
right at the first opportunity of pulling down
the structure. Any building of the shape of a
mosque is not a mosque. A building to be a
mosque must be duly consecrated. Abuilding
put up onanother’s land without his permis-
sion is pure robbery. Robbery cannot be con-
secrated... If A has not the will or the capacity
to destroy the buildingmiscalled mosque, he

has the right of going to a law court to have
the building pulled down/Law courts are for-
bidden to convince non-co-operators but not
to those who require such conviction.”
Post-independence, the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement was neither a
Hindu-Muslim problem nor a political issue.
Itwas an effort by civil societyin a free India to
obliterate a symbol of colonisation and re-
claim Lord Ram's birthplace. The cast of the
high voltage drama played out in Ayodhya
during 1949-50 was a smorgasbord of char-
acters belonging to divergent backgrounds
and disparate professions. K KK Nairand Guru
Datt Singh were bureaucrats with Nair be-
longing to the coveted ICS. Ramchandra
Paramhans and Digvijay Singh were mahants
and HinduMahasabha leaders. Abhiram Das
was anagabairagi. Baba Raghav Daswas alo-
cal Congress MLA, a Gandhian of impeccable
credentials. Bhagwan Sahai, the chief secre-
tary of the province, Premier Govind Ballabh
Pant, a well-respected freedom fighter, and
Purushottam Das Tandon, another freedom
fighter, to name a few were all silent support-
ers of the bloodless revolution in Ayod hya.
Even at that time, there were a few die-
hard communists (read left-liberals) and colo-
nial remnants who were alarmed by what
was happening in Ayodhya —as they are now.
Such people are victims of the “Stockholm
Syndrome”, wallowingin the psyche of servi-
tude and reminiscing about the tmes when
the localscould be trampled uponin the name
of rules and regulations imposed by an op-

pressive regime. The then Prime Minister,
Jawahar Lal Nehru, provided support and
leadership to such desperate elements. As a
result, the temple reconstruction was delayed
by over seven decades and this delay costthe
country immensely in terms of human lives,
destruction of private and public property and
theglobal perception of India.

Nehru's antipathy was not limited to
Somnathorthe Ram temple in Ayodhya; itex-
tended to all Hindu temples as such.
Delivering hisinaugural address at a seminar
on architecture in Delhi in 1959, he said:
“Some of the temples of the South, however,
repel me in spite of their beauty. [ just can’t
stand them. Why? Ido not know. 1 cannot ex-
plain that, but they are oppressive, they sup-
press my spirit. They do not allow me to rise,
they keep me down..". Those inspired by the
“Nehruvian consensus” are the ones who op-
posed the Janmabhoomi movement; and
now find it difficult to reconcile with the re-
construction of the Ram temple in Ayod hya.

Logically, the debate on the issue should
have ended on November 9, 2019, when a
five-member constitutional bench of the
Supreme Court in a unanimous verdict put
paid to all the arguments that had been used
to denigrate the Ram Janmabhoomi move-
ment. But old habits die hard. The colonised
minds outlive the colonisers.

Punj is the author of the recently
published Tryst with Avodhya:
Decolonisation of India

PM ON THE FLOOR

THISREFERS TO the editorial, The gloves
are off’ (1E, February 8). PM Maodi's
speeches revealed his strategic analysis
of the future of India aimed at decimat-
ing the Congress party and challenging
regional opposition parties. He quoted
Jawaharlal Nehru and other Congress
party leaders to show that the country
was led by a party thatwas anti-poor. He
also mentioned thatthe nation hasbeen
gaining global recognition under his
leadership and then enumerated the
madmap for the future inwhich the poor;
youth, women and farmers will have a
better quality of life.

Y G Chouksey, Pune

AFFORDABLE CARE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Taking
canceron' (IE, February 8). The editorial
highlights the promising advancements
in homegrown cancer therapy, particu-
larly CAR T-cell therapy in India. While
these innovations offer hope for effective
treatment with reduced side effects, the
editorialemphasises the critical need to
address affordability issues. Despite
lower costs compared to western treat-
ments, homegrown therapy remains fi-
nancially out of reach for many in India,
exacerbating the growing cancer burden.
Urgentaction is required to ensure equi-
table access, including efforts to reduce
treatmentcosts and increase investment
in cancer research and infrastructure.
Ambi Dey, Bangalore

OUR STAR BOWLER

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, '‘Bumrah
days’ (IE, February 8). WhetherheisICC's
numberone ranked bowleror not, he be-
longs to a different league altogether.
Adjectives fail todescribe his true genius.
In the current India-England series,
where spinners are sup posed to lead the
wickets chart, it is Bumrah who has cre-
ated havoc in the minds of Bazball bat-
ters and that is his sheer class. Since IPL
is justaround the corner, followed by T20
World Cup, he is to be used judiciously.
Bal Govind, Noida

THE FUSION MOMENT

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Finding har-
mony’ (IE, February 8). The origins of
East-West fusion music canbe attributed
toAnand Shankar, nephew of Sitarmaes-
tro Pt. Ravi Shankar. His 1970 fusion al-
bum substituted the sitar for the guitar
for rock music covers like jumpin’ Jack
Flash by The Rolling Stones. The Beatles
had also recorded "Within You Without
You' and 'Lucy in the Sky With
Diamonds' from Sgt. Peppers in 1967 us-
ing the sitar, tabla and tanpura. Against
the backdmop of the recent Grammy to
Shakti, its original band member Zakir
Hussainwonyet another award for Indo-
Western Jazz number ‘Fashto’with mas-
ter flautist Hariprasad Chaurasia’s
nephew Rakesh playing the flute. For
Indians and fusion global music, this is
truly the moment.

Raja Bandopadhaya, Vadodara
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In-law dead, Bilkis Bano
case convict out on parole

a fortnight after surrender FacebOOk Iive

ADITIRAJA&
SOHINIGHOSH
VADODARA, AHMEDABAD,
FEBRUARY 8

ALITTLE over a fortnight after 11

convicts in the Bilkis Bano gan-
grape case surrendered at the
Godhrasub-jailonJanuary21 —in
line with the stipulated two-week
deadlineset by the Supreme Court
(SC) - one of the convicts, Pradip
Modhiya, returned to his native
village of Randhikpur in Dahod
district on Wednesday on a five-
day parole granted by the Gujarat
High Courtfollowing the death of
his father-in-law.

The court of Justice M R
Mengdey on February 5 allowed
Modhiya parole from February 7
o T1.In his plea, moved on January
31, Modhiya had sought 30-day
parole due to his father-in-law's
death. The prosecution had
pointed to the HC that as per jail
records, Modhiya had "reported
back on time" when he was last
released on parole and that his
conductinjailis also "reported to
be good".

On Thursday morning,
Modhiya was seen running er-
rands in the Randhilkpur market
by local residents. A villager said,
"His father-in-law passed away in
the last week of January at Limdi,
about 32 km from Randhikpur...
He had arrived n the village late
Wednesday and stepped out on
Thursday.”

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Deputy Superintendent
of Police Vishakha Jain from
Limkheda in Dahod said, "The HC
has granted parole to the convict
anid he has returned to his village
for frve days. As per his parole con-
ditions, he isnot required toreport

to the Randhikpur police station...
The district police has no role to
performduring the paroleperiod.
He 1s expected toreturn on his
own to jail.”

According to details pertain-
ing to the parole and furlough
granted to the 11 convicts in the
Bilkis Bano case — submitted by
the state government to the SCin
an affidavit in October 2022 -
Modhiya has been let outon pa-
role for 1,041 and on furlough for
another 223 days while he was
serving his life sentencein the case
since January 2008.

The affidavitalso recorded that
of the 19 instances when he was
let off on parole, he had surren-
dered late by a dayon three occa-
sions.

Modhiya and 10 other life
term convicts in the Bilkis Bano
case had surrendered at Godhra
sub-jail shortly before midnight
on January 21, after the SC on
January 8 annulled the remission
and premature release granted to
them by the Gujarat government
onAugust 15, 2022, vide anorder
dated August 10, 2022,

The Gujarat government had
released the convicts as per its
1992remission policy, based ona
May 2022 SC order in a petition
filed by one of the convicts,
Radheshyam Shah. Bano had
challenged the state goverment's
decision before the SC.

The 11 convicts -
Radheshyam Shah, Jaswant Nai,
Govind Nai, Kesar Vohania, Baka
Vohania, Raju Soni, Ramesh
Chandana, Shailesh Bhatt, Bipin
Joshi, Mitesh Bhatt and Pradip
Modhiya — had arrived from
Singwad in Dahod district to the
Godhra sub-jail in Panchmahal
inthe last hourof their stipulated
time awarded by SC.

Sena UBT ex-corporator shot dead on

VIJAY KUMARYADAV &
VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 8

ABHISHEK GHOSALKAR, 41, for-
mer corporator of Shiv Sena (UBT)
and son of party’'s former MLA
Vinod Ghosalkar, was shot dead
in Borivali, in suburban Mumbai
on Thursday evening during a
Facebooklive, allegedly by his old
rival Mauris Noronha, 49, who
later shot himself fatally.
Abhishek and Mauris, a busi-
nessman who resides in Borivali,
had recently patched up and were
at the Facebook live together.
The incidentcomes aweelkaf-
ter the Thane shooting incident,
where Ganpat Gaikwad, BJP MLA

NITISH CALLS ON ADVANI

—
i

-
|1

Abhishek Ghosalkar and
Mauris Noronha

from Kalyan (E), shotat ShivSena
Eknath Shinde group Rinctionary
Mahesh Gaikwad inside a police
station in Ulhasnagar.

Soon after he was shot at on
Thursday, Abhishek was rushed
to nearby Karuna Hospital, where
he died during the treatment.

Asenior IPS officer on condi-

tion of anonymity said, "Both
Abhishekand Maurissuccumbed
to their injuries. Abhishel's body
will be taken to Sir ]) Hospital for
postmortem, while Mauris' body
will be taken to Cooper Hospital.
We will share more details later.”

As the two were on Facebook
livewhen the incident took place,
the video ofthe incident went vi-
ral and a total five bullets were
heard to have been fired at
Abhishelc

Inthe four-minute 26-second
videoof the live video session, the
two were seen talking comfort-
ably and telling their audience
that they have resolved all their
past disputes and were in good
terms. “Todaywe have decided to
come together and unite. Wehave

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar meets former deputy prime minister and veteran BJP
leader L KAdvani at the latter’s residence in New Delhi, Thursday. P11

THREATS OF ‘POACHING’, SPEAKER YET TO RESIGN

Political mind games continue ahead of Bihar trust vote

SANTOSH SINGH
FATNA FEBRUARY B

WITH DAYS to go for the Bihar
trust vote on February 12, theNDA
government led by Nitish Kumar
and the Rashtriva Janata Dal(R]D)
are engaged in mind games.
Speaker Awadh Bihan Choudhary
has yet to stepdown from his po-
sition, withthe R[D saying that the
Nitish government is “precari-

ously placed” and hintingatmore
changes in political equations in
the state. The BJP, meanwhile, has
warned of "stem action” ifhorse-
tradingis attempted.

An R|D leader told The Indian
Express, "It is always safe to have
our Speaker in a situation when
the Nitish government is precari-
ously placed. The Hindustani
Awam Morcha (Secular), which
has been supporting the govern-
ment, looks non-committal.

q.-»“‘“%,,' JoWe UrET  FrEimIW
3 % wrioe fafeze §-ffae

Some |D(U) MLAs also look upset
with Nitishchanging sides.”

The Mahagathbandhan has
114 MLAs in the 243-member
Assembly, eight shortof asimple
majority. Even if Jitan Ram
Manjht's Hindustani Awam
Morcha backs it, the Opposition
alliance will be four short of the
majority mark. The NDA has the
support of 128 MLAs, including
Manjhi's party and one
Independent MLA.

Chhattisgarh: 12-year-old girl
dies by suicide, teacher held
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, FEBRUARY 8

HOURS AFTER being pulled up by a schoolteacher for
bunking the last period in school, a 12-year-old girl died by
suicide in Ambikapur city in Chhattisgarh's Surguja re-

gionon Tuesday.

OnWednesday, based on her suicide note, the police ar-
rested the teacher on charges of abetment to suicide.

The minor studied in a co-ed convent school in
Ambikapur city.On Tuesday around 2 30 pm, the girl and
her two friends bunked the last period.

The 45-year-old accused teacher, who is also the disci-
plinary in-charge, got to know about the girls not attend-
ing the lastclass and took disciplinary action by seizing their
identity cards. “The girl got frightened that her parents
would be asked to come to school,” said a police officer.

According to the police, the girl told her mother she was
not feeling well and went to her room. Around 930 pm
when she did not respond to phone calls, her mother went
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to check on her and
found the door
locked from inside.
On breaking the
door, the girl was
found dead.

“An FIR has been
registered under sec-
tion 305 of the IPC
and the teacher has
been arrested. Sheis
in judicial custody,”
said Ambikapur city
SP Smruthik
Rajanala.

The other scenario in which
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government can fall is if
legislators in the ruling alliance
break ranks. Deputy CM Samrat
Choudhary of the BJPon Thursday
said, "The NDA government will
comfortably win the trust vote. It
1s the Opposition that needs to
worry about keeping its flock to-
gether." On Tuesday, Samrat
Choudhary had warned the R|D
of any“sternaction”, saying, "Lalu

Prasad should know [ am well
aware of his party’s vulnerability
to a split, though the BJP does not
believe in such tactics.”

About the Speaker, he said, "It
is only amatter of time before the
Speaker, against whom all NDA
MLAs have moved a no-confi-
dence motion, is replaced. Either
he will resign or face the ignominy
of being voted out in the House
where amajority of membersdo
not have faith in him."

TIREDOF WAITING' FOR SEAT-SHARING DEAL
AAP announces 3 candidates

for Lok Sabha polls in Assam

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI. FEBRUARY 8

SAYING IT is “tired of talking”
about seat-sharing with alliance
partners, the Aam AadmiParty's
central leadership on Thursday
announced candidates for three
out of Assam's 14 Lok Sabha
seats, At the same time, the party
insisted that itis “strongly” with
the Opposition INDIA bloc.

AAP has not yet announced
any candidates fromeither Delhi
or Punjab, states where the party
is in power.

The party, which has previ-
ously not contested any parlia-
mentary or Assembly elections
in Assam, is partof the INDIA bloc
nationally and is also one of 15
parties in the Umited Opposition
Forum alliance in Assam.

The United Opposition
Forum had been stitched to-
gether even before the INDIA
bloc waslaunched, and it had an-
nounced that it would field con-
sensus candidates to all 14 Lok
Sabha seats in the state, None of
the other parties inthe alliance -
Congress, TMC, R|D, CPI(M), CP1,
and regional parties like Akhil

Gogoi's Raijor Dal and Lurinjyoti
Gogoi's Assam Jatiya Parishad -
have announced candidates in
the state,

Of the 14 current MPs from
Assam, nine are from the BJP,
three are from Congress, one is
from the All India United
Democratic Front, and one is an
Independent.

On Thursday, AAP's national
general secretary (organisation)
Sandeep Pathakmade anofficial
announcement declaring its
state  president Bhaben
Choudhury as its Guwahati can-
didate, state vice-president
Manoj Dhanowar as its
Dibrugarh candidate, and state
organising secretary Rishiraj
Kaundinya as Sonitpur candi-
date. Having claimed these three
seats throughitsannouncement,
the party sought to appear to
leave the ball inits alliance part-
ners’ court, saying that it hoped
the INDIA alliance would give
these seatsto AAP.

“We have quitelittle ime left
for Lok Sabha elections... That's
why AAP is announcing three
candidates from Assam for the
Lok Sabha elections..."” Pathak
said.

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (ROADS), PUBLIC WORKS

ROADS DEPARTMENT, ASSAM, GUWAHATI-03

decided to distribute sari and ra-
tion together,” Maurissaid during
the session. “We are distnbuting
sari to 300 working and needy
women,” Abhishek said during
the session. The moment the live
session gotover and Abhishek got
up, Mauuis allegedly fired five bul-
let thatwas heard in the video.
Shiv Sena (UBT) MLA and
leader Aaditya Thackeray ques-
tioned thelaw and order situation.
“There is a government of goons
inthe state. There is nolawand or-
der in the state. First the firing took
place in Kalyan and now in
Mumbai,” Aaditya said.
Demanding the resignationof
Deputy Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis who holds the home
portfolio, Shiv Sena UBT MP

JHARKHAND

- accused kills himself

Sanjay Raut said, “There is a rule
of gangsters in Maharashtra. The
chief minister and his people
meet goons everyday and induct
them into their party. The home
minister hasdisappeared and the
state is in the hands of gangsters.
That iswhy thereis no fear of law
and police are left to serve the
Shinde gang (faction)."

Shiv Sena (UBT) MLC, Vilas
Potmnis said Mauris and Abhishek
had a history of dispute.
“Abhishek and Mauris had past
dispute but recently their dispute
was settled...,” Potnis claimed.

Sources said that while
Abhishek was an ex-corporator,
Mauris, too, had political ambi-
tions and wasoften seenwith po-
litical leaders.

‘Did Raj Bhavan ask him to
resign?’: Governor denies
his role in Soren’s arrest

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
RANCHI, FEBRUARY 8

JHARKHAND GOVERNOR CP
Radhakrishnan on Thursday de-
nied former chief minister
Hemant Soren’s allegation that
he had played a role in Soren’s
arrestin an alleged money laun-
dering case on January 31.

The Governor also denied
claims that he wanted toimpose
President’s rule in the state.

Hemant Soren had stepped
down as CM, and picked
Champai Soren to succeed him
to the post, just before his arrest
by the Enforcement Directorate
in connection with a “huge
racket of illegal change of own-
ership of land by the mafia™.
Despite his arrest, Hemant was
allowed to take part in the new
government's floor test in the
Assembly on February 5, during
which he alleged that Raj Bhavan
was involved in his arrest.

On Thursday, the Governor
held a press conference in Ranchi
and addressed a number of is-
sues that came afterthe arrestof
the former CM.

The first allegation he ad-
dressed was related to the delay
in inviting Champai Soren to
form the government. The rul-

ing coalition leaders visited the
Governor three times over 26
hours before they were invited
to form government late on
February 1 night. While the
coalition had questioned thede-
lay atthe time, the Governor said
on Thursday that “every demo-
cratic norm was followed".

"It was a very peculiar situa-
tion, and that is why 1 had asked
for legal advice. A sitting CM was
absconding, as per media reports.
And the nextday, he was arrested.
However, as soon as lreceived the
advice, [ asked Champai Soren to
come by midnight... We never
asked him to prove majority in
the next 24-48 hours, butwe gave
10days'time... Everydemocratic
norm was followed,”
Radhakrishnan said.

“We were getting a lot of calls
on{Hemant Soren’s ) resignation.
We alsoreceived one or two calls
from people saying they do not
support the new government
formation... Even then, we ex-
tended our invitation to
Champai Soren... So, where is
the question of imposing
President’'s Rule? Writing news
articles about the imposition of
President’s rule without venfi-
cationgives awrongsignal tothe
people, and it makes a mockery
of everything," he said.

BJP earned more than
Rs 2K crore in 2022-23

23% more than previous fiscal and
five times as much as Congress

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THE BJP'S income in 2022-2023
increased by around 23% from the
previous year, with the party earm-
ing Rs 2,360.84 crore, which was
five times as much as the
Congress's income, according to
the party's annual audit report
submitted to the Election
Commission of India.

In2022-2023, the BJP spentRs
1361.68 crore, 80% of which was
on “election expenses” (Rs
1,092.15 crore ), as per the annual
report published by the ECI on
Thursday. Out of that, the BJP
spent the most on advertisements
(Rs 432,14 crore),

In keeping with the previous
years’ trends, a large portion of the
party’s income came from elec-
toral bonds. In fact, 61% (Rs
1,294.14 crore }of the ncome from
voluntary contributions (Rs
212006 crore)was in the form of
anonymous electoral bonds, the
party’s annual report shows, The

party closed out the financial year
with cashand cashequivalentsof
Rs 542471 crore to its name, up
from Rs 4,456.18 crore in 2021-
2022.1n 2022-2023, electoral
bonds worth Rs2,800.36 crorein
total were sold by State Bank of
India, as per an RTl reply by SBl to
The Indian Express. The BJP's decla-
ration shows the party received
46% of the total amount of EBs
soldthat year.

Adistant second tothe B]P the
Congress had declared an income
of Rs 45237 crore and expendi-
ture of Rs 467.13 crore in 2022-
2023, asperits annual audit report
published by the ECI on January
31.The Congress’sreportshowed
the party had spentRs71.83 crore
on the Bharat Jodo Yatra.

Registered partiesare required
to submit theirannual audited ac-
counts to the ECl, as well as a list
of all donations of Rs 20,000 and
above, including name and PAN of
the donor. Among the sixnational
parties, the BJP wasthelastoneto
submit its 2022-2023 report,
which was dated January 12,

Allegations
of Indian
interference in

Canada elections
baseless: MEA

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

INDIA ON Thursday strongly re-
jected as “baseless” allegations
ofits interference inCanada elec-
tions and said that the coreissue
hasbeenOttawa's "meddling” in
New Delhi'sinternal affairs.

According to Canadian me-
diareports, the country's federal
commission of inquiry into for-
eign interference is looking to
examine allegations of “med-
dling by India” in the last two
general elections.

The official spokesperson of
the Ministry of External Affairs,
Randhir Jaiswal, said on
Thursday, “We have seen media
reports about the Canadiancom-
mission enquiring into... We
strongly reject all such baseless
allegations of Indian interference
in Canadian elections.”

The Canadian federal com-
mission’s terms of reference is
primarily to examine the possi-
ble interference by China, Russia
and other foreign states or non-
state actorsin the 2019 and 2021
federal elections, the CTV News
reported. “It is not the govern-
ment of India’s policy tointerfere
in democratic processes of other
countries. In fact, quite onthe re-
verse, it isCanadawhich has been
interferingin our internal affairs,”
Jaiswal said.

“We have been raising this is-
sue regularly with them. We con-
tinue tocall on Canadatotakeef-
fective measures to address our
core concerns,” hesaid.

Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Hasan Mahmud

India’s decision
to fence border
with Myanmar
good for region,
says Bangladesh

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

CALLING INDIA’'S decision to
fence its borders with Myanmar
a "good move", Bangladesh
Foreign  Minister Hasan
Mahmud onThursday said India
and Bangladesh were facing the
same problem of insurgencyand
that they should work together.

During an interaction at
Vivekananda International
Foundation in Delhi, Mahmud
said: "Fencing the India-
Myanmar border would be good
forIndia and the region as| think
there is insurgency (flowing)
from Myanmar. In recent weeks,
hundreds of people fled from
Myanmar to India and
Bangladesh. That is why the
Indian government decided to
go for it(fence the border).”

Later, in another interaction
with the media at the Foreign
Correspondents’ Club of South
Asia, he said: "We have dis-
cussed this issue and | think we
should work together on it be-
cause it's a common problem.”

Mahmud said 1.2 million
"forcibly displaced” Rohingya
refugees was a "burden” on
Bangladesh and sought India's
assistance for their repatriation
to Myanmar.

He said the refugees are cre-
ating environmental and secu-
rity problems besides other dif-
ficulties for Bangladesh.

Mumbai: Extortion racket ‘mastermind’ has past
crime record, say police; ED says no official involved

No. CE'DEV/TB/741/2023-24/13
PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER (RE-BID)

The Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD, Assam, Chandman, Guwahat-3 mvites Re-Bids on behall of
Govemor of Assam for | (One) no. of Package for Construction of Roads and Bridge projects under
SOPD-G for the year 2023-24 in Sivasagar Districts of Assam amounting to Rs. 4.36 Crores (approx.)
including GST ete. from approved & eligible Contractors registered with PWRD, Assam.

Details may be seen from 12.02.2024 at website www.assamtenders.gov.in. Amendment /Addendum
to the SBD, if any, and further notifications shall appear in this website and also at the office of the
undersigned during office hours. The contractor/bidder must be registered with the Electronic Tendering
System (ETS) of PWRD, Assam website www.assamtenders.gov.in.

The schemes are not yet sanctioned by the competent authority. In the event of non- sanction of the
schemes, the bids may be cancelled and no claim what 80 ever on this account shall be entertained from
the bidders.

Note: - N.L.T Value is inclusive of GST ( 12%), Labour cess (1%) etc.

Chiefl Engineer (Roads), PWRD,

JANASANYOG/CF/5414/239-FEB-24 Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI FEBRUARY 8

HIREN BHAGAT, better known as Romi
Bhagat(50), a Kharresident, allegedly at
the centre of an extortion bid on a builder
arrested by Mumbai crime branch, has
had atleastfour casesregistered against
him by the Mumbai Police in the past,an
officersaid. Between January 21 and 31,
the crime branch arrested six persons
with Bhagat being the latest in connec-
tion with the extortion case.

It was alleged that the complainant
builder was asked to “settle” a dispute
regarding redevelopment of a property
by paying Rs 164 crore to another
builder Satish Dhanuka, who was to de-
velop the property earlier.

The builderalleged thatin a meeting
heldatacafé, Dhanuka along with other
accused threatened to get an
Enforcement Directorate (ED ) case reg-
istered against him if the amount was
not paid. The complainant approached
the state home department following
which an FIR was registered at the
Bandra police station which led tosix ar-
rests. Dhanuka, named asan accused, is
currentlyat large.

Eyebrows were raised when during
raids conducted at Romi's residence, the
police found ED documents, as per a re-
mand report submitted in court.

Bhagat would appear before victims
claiming to representan ED official and
threaten that a case would be registered
against the person if money was not
given. In the FIR registered by the Bandra

police, one of the accused hasbeeniden-
tified as “an ED person”.

Sources in the ED - which has also
registered an offence in the matter - is
also carrying out an inquiry in the mat-
ter. The ED said that the agency so far has
found no involvement of any of their
personnel in the alleged extortion
racket.

The accused person falsely boasted
abouthisconnection withanED officer
to threaten the victims. To rule out any
connection of ED personnel with the
said case, the agency checked multiple
CCTV footage of the places where the al-
leged offence took place.

Police sources said that Romi is one
of the top "liasoning agents” and has
close links to some politicians and gov-
ernment officials.
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economic growth

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI. FEBRUARY 8

RESERVE BANK Governor
ShaktikantaDason Thursdayem-
phasised on achieving the four-
per cent inflation target as stable
and lowv inflation at four per cent
for providing the necessary
bedroclk for sustainable growth.

“Headline inflation moder-
ated to an average of 5.5 per cent
during April-December 2023
from 6.7 per centduring 2022-23,
Food price inflation, however, con-
tinued to impart considerable
volatility to the inflation trajec-
tory,” he said while unveiling the
monetary policy review.

“In contrast, the deflationin
consumer price index (CPI) fuel
deepened and core inflation (CPI
inflationexcludingfood and fuel)
moderated to a four-year low of
3.8 per centin December,” he said.
The decline in core inflation con-
tinued to be broad-based within-
flation remaining steady or soft-
ening across its constituent
groups and sub-groups.

The medium-term target for
CPlinflationis 4 per cent withina
band of plus or minus 2 per cent,
the Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) said.

Retail inflation surged toa four-
month high of 5.69 per centin
December driven by higher prices
of food items such as pulses, spices,
fruitsandvegetables, datareleased
by the National Statistical Office
(NSO)showed.

Headline inflation has re-

RBI asks banks,
NBFCs to reveal
more details to
retail, MSME
borrowers

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has decided to ask
banksand otherregulatedentities
(REs), including non-banking fi-
nance companies( NBFCs), to pro-
vide more transparency and de-
tails on pricingofloans and other
charges levied on retail and
medium, small and micro enter-
prises (MSME) customers.

The RBI has decided to man-
date all REstoprovide the Key Fact
Statement’(KFS) to the borrowers
for all retail and MSME loans.
“Providing critical information
aboutthe termsof the loan agree-
ment, including all-inclusive in-
terest cost, will greatly benefit the
borrowers in making an informed
decision,” it said. ENS

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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Sebibans 10
entities for share
riggingvia TV

New Dethi: Sebion Thursday
barred 10 entities, including
guests experts, appearing on
a business news channel
from the securities market
and directed seizure of un-
lawful gains of Rs 741 crore
made by them through al-
leged stock manipulation. In
its probe, Sebifound that few
guest experts shared ad-
vance information pertain-
ing to recommendations to
be made by them with cer-
tain entities called "profit
makers" before the broad-
cast of the recommenda-
tions on Zee Business. PTI

LIC posts 50%
rise in Q3 profit

Bengaluru: Life Insurance
Corporation of India re-
ported a nearly 50 per cent
rise im third-quarter profit on
Thursday, as it moved more
money to a shareholders’
fund. LIC, country's largest
insurer, posted a profit after
tax of Rs 94.44 billion ($1.14
billion} for the quarterended
December 31, up from Rs
63 .34 billion a year ago.

PTI

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das delivers the Monetary Policy
statement, at the RBI headquarters in Mumbai Thursday. P71

mained highand has seen consid-
erable volatility, moving ina range
of4.3 per cent to 7.4 per cent dur-
ing the current financial year.
“Recurring food price shocks
could interrupt the ongoing dis-
inflation process, with risks thatit
could lead to de-anchoring of in-
flation expectations and general-
isation of price pressures. Adding
to these are the renewed flash
points on the geo-political front,
including supply chain disrup-
tions. Importantly, the CPI infla-
tion target of 4.0 per centisyetto
be reached,” Das said.

Das said the inflation trajec-
tory, going forward, would be
shaped by the outiookon food in-
flation, about which thereis con-
siderable uncertainty. Adverse
weather events remain the pri-

mary risk with implications for
the rabicrop. Increasing geopolit-
icaltensions are leading to supply
chain disruptions and price
volatility in key commodities, par-
ticularly crude oil, he said.

On the paositive side, the
progress in rabi sowing has been
satisfactory and augurs well for
the season. Prices of key vegeta-
bles, especially onions and toma-
toes, are registering seasonal price
correction. Taking into account
these factors, the RBI has projected
retail inflation at 5.4 per cent for
the current year (2023-24) with
Q4 at 5.0 per cent. The policy
panel has projected retail inflation
for 2024- 25 at4.5 per cent with
Q1 at 5.0 per cent, Q2 at 4.0 per
cent, Q3 at 4.6 per cent and Q4 at
4.7 percent.

Sensex dips 1% on policy,
inflation, FMCG woes

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI FEBRUARY 8

BENCHMARK INDICES on
Thursday fell by up toone per cent
as the Reserve Bank of India (RBI )
set a hawkish tone in the mone-
tary policy, triggering worries that
the central bank is likely to keep
the policy restrictive for a longer
fime amid inflation concerns.

BSE Sensex fell 724 points to
close at 71428.43 and the NSE
Nifty plunged by 213 points to
settle at 21,717.95 on nervous
selling,

“Markets tumbled after RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das rocked
theboatwitha hawkish tone, rais-
ing bets that the monetary policy
will remnain restrictive for longer.
Lackof clarity onthe inflation out-
look also weighed on the senti-
ment,” said Prashanth Tapse,
Senior Vice President {Research),

Mehta Equities Ltd.

Analysts said selling inten-
sified after the RBI's monetary
policy announcementinthe first
half with heavy selling in private
banking scrips leading the
slump, Banking industry has
been facingliquidity issues in re-
cent times and with the central
bank's decision showing no
signs of interest rate cut in the
near term, investors slashed
their positions in financial stodks,
Tapse said.

The RBI has projected retail in-
flation at 5.4 per cent for the cur-
rentyear(2023-24)withQ4at5.0
per cent. The policy panel has pro-
jected retail inflation for2024-25
at4.5 per cent, higher than the
four per cent target set by the RBI.

The ripple effect was seenin
the government 10-year yield,
which inched higher to 7.08 per
cent. FMCG, banks and auto de-
clined.

MONETARY POLICY REVIEW

RBI targetsinflation why Mp
at 4% for sustainable

GEORGE MATHEW &
HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 8

AS EXPECTED, interest rates on
home, vehicle, personal and other
loans in the banking system will
remain unchanged with the six-
member Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) keeping the
main policy mstrument, repo rate,
unchanged at6.5 percentina5:1
majority decision In its bi-
monthly policy review.

The central bankalsoretained
the stance of the monetary policy
as ‘withdrawal of accommodation
ina5:1 majontydedsion. The cen-
tral bank has retained the headline
inflation forecastat 5.4 per centfor
the current fiscal as uncertainty
persists on the food prices front.

However, Jayanth Varma,
member of the MPC, differed with
other members and voted for 25
basis points (bps) reduction in
repo rate and changing the policy
stance to ‘neutral’ from ‘with-
drawal of accommodation’.

What will happen to lending,
deposit rates?

Interestrates onloans and de-
posits arelargely likely to remain
unchanged asof now. Certain seg-
ments of the retail loans are ex-
pected to cost more as the RBI re-
cently hiked the risk weights on
retail loans and many banks raised
marginal cost of fund-based lend-
ing rate (MCLR). All external
benchmarklendingratesthatare
linked tothe repo ratewill notrise.
It will provide some relief to bor-
rowers as their equated monthly
instalments ( EMIs ) will not rise.

However, as banks are under
pressure on the deposit growth
front due to competition from
mutual funds, deposit rates are
likely to rise in certain buckets.

Why has RBl kept the reporate
unchanged?

The six-member rate-setting
panel, headed by Governor
Shaktikanta Das, has decided not
to tinker with the reporate— the
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rate at which EBl lends money to
banks to meet their short-term
funding needs — to manage and
balance the retail inflation and
growth.

Amajor reason for the contin-
ual pause in the repo rate hike is
because retail inflation continues
toremamabove the 4 percenttar-
getof the RBI. Retail inflation(CPI)
roseto5.55 percent in November
from 4.87 per centin October and
5.02 per cent in September, and
further reached 5.69 per cent in
December. Even in FY25, the RBI
hasforecasta4.5 percent retail in-
flation.

“Going forward, the inflation
trajectory would be shaped by the
evolving food inflation outlook.
Rabi sowing has surpassed last
year's level. The usual seasonal
correction in veg-
etable prices is con-
tinuing, though un-
evenly. Yet
considerable uncer-
finty prevails on the
food price outlook
from the possibility of
adverseweatherevents,” Das said.

Thisis the sixthmonetary pol-
icy on the trot when the MPC has
kept the repo rate unchanged at
6.5 per cent. Last time, the repo
rate was raised from 6.25 per cent
to 6.5 per cent in February 2023,

Anu Aggarwal, President and
Head, Corporate Banking, Kotak
Mahindra Bank said, “the sus-
fained pause inthe repo rate hike
is poised to benefit India's eco-
nomic trajectory positively.
Moreover, theremarkable growth
in capital expenditure witnessed
in FY24, coupled with robust
capex push by the government
underscoresa pivotal moment for
economic resurgence. The capex
pushalso aligns with the broader
endeavour to propel India to-
wards achieving its $5 trillion
economy milestone.”

EXPLAINED

What'sthe basis of 7 percent
GDP projection?

While stating that domestic
economic activity is strengthen-
ing, the policy panel has projected
alower GDP growthof 7 per cent

C kept repo rate unchan

for financial year 2024-2025 (FY
2025), down from 7.3 per cent
projected by the WNational
Statistical Office (NSO) for Fy24.

“Headwinds from geopoliti-
cal tensions, volatility in interna-
tional financial markets and gece-
conomic fragmentation pose risks
to the outlook,” Das said. Taking
all these factorsintoconsideration,
the MPC has projected real GDP
growth for the firstquarter (Q1 ) of
2024-25 at 72 per cent, Q2 at 6.8
percent, Q3 at70percentand Q4
at69 percent

However, the government has
projected nominal GDP growth
higher — including the pace of in-
flation — of 10.5 percent in the
Interim Budget presented on
February 1as against 8.9 per cent
in 2023-24, The high nominal

growth helps the govern-
ment bring down fiscal
deficit.

Nominal GDPrefersto
the GDP evaluated at cur-
rent market prices with-

® out excluding the pace of
inflation. However, it can
inflate the growth figure.

“Looking ahead, recoveryin
rabi sowing, sustained profitabil-
ity in manufacturing and under-
lying resilience of services
should support e conomic activ-
ity in 2024-25. Among the key
drivers on demand side, house-
hold consumptionis expected to
improve, while prospects of
fixed investment remain bright
owing toupturn in the private
capex cycle, improved business
sentiments, healthy balance
sheets of banks and corporates
and the government’s continued
thrust on capital expenditure,”
the MPCsaid.

GDP growth in the second
quarter of the current finanaal
yearhas been significantly higher
thanmarketand RBI's forecasts at
76 percent, translating toa robust
growth of 7.7 per cent in the first
half of FY24. “We expect a mod-
eration in growth in the second
half of the year given the impact
of EINinoonrainfall inthe current
year and its consequent effect on
agricultural output and rural de-

ed?

mand. Some of the high frequency
indicators such as two-wheeler
and FMCG sales as well as higher
demand for MGNREGS reflect a
weakness in rural incomes,”
Suman Chowdhury, Chief
Economist and Head, Research,
Acuité Ratings & Research.

Why there’s no changeinthe
policy stance?

The RBI has retained the pol-
icy stance asthe ‘withdrawalof ac-
commodation’ despite the defiat
in the liquidity in recent weeks.
"Our stance of withdrawal of ac-
commodation should be seenin
the context of incomplete trans-
missionand inflation rulingabove
the target of 4 per cent and ouref-
forts to bring itback to the target
on adurable basis,” Das said.

However, analysts said there
is a strong case for the RBI to
change its stance from "with-
drawal of accommodation” to
"neutral”. Financial conditionhas
tightened alotin the last few quar-
ters. Real ratesarereasonably high
and likely toincrease furtheras in-
flationistrending down. Liquidity
condition hasalso nghtened with
banking system liquidity running
indeficitof overRs.2 lakhcrore on
daily basis.

“Its impactis clearly visible in
the money market with AAA-
rated PSU banks issuing three-
months CDs atmore than120bps
above the reporate. Inthe lastfive
years, this spread has been close
t030-50 basis points,” said Pankaj
Pathak, Fund Manager, Fixed
Income, Quantum  Asset
Management.

The RBI is expected to main-
tain the system liquidity at a
slightly defiatlevel to ensure bet-
ter transmission of interest rates
and this has beeninevidence in
November. “With higher govt.
bond redemptions scheduled in
the current month and also the
likelihood of higher FPI flows, the
RBImay consider the deployment
of toolslike OMO to suck up addi-
tional liquidity from the market,”
said Chowdhury.

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

‘Action on Paytm due to persistent non-compliance’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI. FEBRUARY 8

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI}
on Thursday said that the action
on Paytm Payments Bank (PPBL)
was taken due to persistent non-
compliance and that there is no
worry at the systemiclevel.

The central bank will soon is-
sue a frequently asked question
(FAQ) which will provide all clar-
ification on the Paytm Payments
Bank issue, RB! CGovernor
Shaktikanta Das said. This comes
aday after the centralgovermnment
urged the RBI to issue an FAQ for
the customers of the bank.

“Let me put the record
straight. .. There is no worry about
the system at the moment. Here
we are talking about a specificin-

India likely to begin LNG supplies
to Sri Lanka by end of next year

SUKALPSHARMA
BETUL (GOA), FEBRUARY 8

INDIA IS likely to start supplying
liquefied natural gas (LNG) to Sri
Lanka bythe end of next yearand
will eventually establish an off-
shore regasification terminal at
the Colombo port. The supply —
which will be done using tankers
that will be shipped to Colombo
— as well as the terminal con-
struction and operation will be
done by India’s largest LNG termi-
nal operator Petronet LNG.
Petronet LNG will supply
around 850 tonnes a day of LNG,
or super-chilled gas, to Sri Lanka
for five years, during which it
plans to build and commission a
floating storage regasification unit
(FSRU), which 1s essentially a re-
gasificationunithoused onaves-
sel, Petronet LNG's Chief Executive
Officer Akshay Kumar Singh told
reportersatindia Energy Week in
Goa. The firm is looking to supply
around 350,000 tonnes of LNG to
the island nation every year.
“Therequirementisalmost50
containers per day and we will
have to take it through barges
there...then again regasify there
(using a vapouriser ). So, 50 tankers
(one tanker is around 17 metric
tonnes)...need to be transported
per day to Sri Lanka,” Singh said,
adding thatthe average frequency

of supplywill be once intwodays
using ships that can accommo-
date 100 such tankers.

Sri Lanka has been scouting for
LNG for running gas-based power
plants and use it in other indus-
tries, and has now agreed to take
supplies from Petronet LNG. As for
the planned FSRU, it has been un-
der discussion for years, and 1s fi-
nally likely to see the light of day
some time in 2028.

“We have not finalised the in-
vestment plan but it (FSRU) may
roughly cost around Rs 2,500
crore,” Singh said. Petronet LNG
will prepare a detailed feasibility
report ( DFR) once the Sr1 Lankan
government gives a formal ap-
proval to the FSRU project.

Petronet LNG has long-term
LNG purchase agreements from
Qatar and Australia, and operates
twoland-based regasification ter-
minals at Dahej in Gujaratwith a
capaatyof 17.5 million tonnes per
annum(mtpa)anda5-mtpa unit
atKochiinKerala. The ING supply
to SriLanka will be done from the
Kochi terminal, helping the unit
increase its capacity utilisation
levels, While the Dahej termimnal
usually clocks high capacity ufili-
sation levels, the Kochi unit has
been struggling due tolackofreg-
uisite pipeline network to supply
regasified LNG to industries.

Singh said that the company
and its promoters—Indian Oil

Corporation, GAIL, Bharat
Petroleum Corporation, and Oil
and Natural Gas Corporation—are
looking at sourcing more gas
through long-term contracts,
given Petronet LNG's additional
regasification capacity that is ex-
pected tocome onstreamina few
years. On Tuesday, Petronet LNG
extended its 7.5-mtpa long-term
LNG contract with QatarEnergy
foranother 20 years beyond 2028.

Petronet LNG isexpanding the
Dahej terminal’s capacity by 5
mtpa to 22.5 mtpa. Around 4
mtpa capacity at Kochi, which is
not being utilised, will also see
high capacity utilisation by next
year. Additionally, Petronet LNG
willbe building a 4-mtpa FSRU at
GopalpurinOdisha,

"So naturally, there willbe are-
quirement for more gas,” Singh
said, butdid not give details of how
much additional volumes Petronet
LNG plans to purchase through
long-termcontracts. He, however,
indicated that Petronet LNG and
its promoter companies could be
in the market for over 10 mtpa of
additional LNG through long-term
contracts. Around 80 per cent of
India’s LNG imports are through
long-term deals, while the re-
maining isthrough spotcontracts.

Long-term LNG contracts are
more stable in terms of pricing,
while spot contracts are more
prone to price volatility.

RBIsoon will issue FAQs for Paytm Payments Bank customers

stitution, a payments bank,” Das
said whenaskedif thereis anyrisk
to the entire fintech sector.

On January 31, the RBI barred
PPBL from accepting deposits or
top-upsinany customer account,
prepaid instruments, wallets,
FASTags, and NCMC card after
February 29 in the walke of per-

sistent non-compliances and ma-
terial supervisory concerns.
Therewas non-compliance of
various regulatory guidelines in-
cluding those related to know
your customer (KYC), concerns
over anti-money laundering and
not maintaining a distance with
the group company,

In India, momentum around
developers, development is
unbelievable, says Nadella

BIJIN JOSE
BENGALURU FEBRUARY 8

MICROSOFT CHIEF Executive
Officer (CEO) Satya Nadella on
Mond ay said that India is second
to the USwhenit comesto the to-
tal number of developers on
GitHub and it is going to cross that
in 2027, making it the place with
the maximum number of devel-
opers. In terms of generative arti-
ficial intelligence (Al) projectson
GitHub by Indian contributors, it
is next to the US.

“India is a place where the
momentum around developers
and development is unbeliev-
able,” Nadella said to a packed
crowd full of developers at an
eventin Bengaluru on Thursday.
The underlying theme of the
high-stakes event has been the
democratisation of Al, making it
accessible and transforming
lives and society at large. "It is
awesome tosee the human cap-
ital of the country embrace this
new platform and effectively
lead this new platformshift," he
added. “If you take 70 years of
computing, one of the dreams
has always been: Can we create
computers that can understand
us versus us understanding
computers? | think we may be
finally there with the break-

through of natural language,”
the Microsoft CEO said.

Nadella said developers tend
to digitise people, places, and
things, but with Al, things are
changing. “We putinto datamod-
els, query it, and essentially all our
computing is getting up in the
morning and digitising. Now, we
have a new tool in our arsenal,
thinkof it asa neural reasoning en-
gine thatcan find patterns and give
us that predictive power,” he said.

Nadella emphasised that de
velopers need tounderstandthe
power of platform shifts as they
are key to why we take these as
inputs that drive economic
growth in India. “Something like
10 per cent of India's GDP
growth can come from this out-
put And, that's what grounds us
in our mission to empower every
person and everyorganisation in
India to be able to achieve more
and take advantage of this plat-
form shift.”

Nadella went on to describe
the key components of Al trans-
formation opportunities for
Indian organisations, which in-
clude enriching employee expe-
rience, remventing customer en-
gagement, reshaping business
processes, and bending the
curve on innovation.
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www.indianexpress.com

Oned’7 Communications, SOUNCes
said.

“This isasupervisory actionon
aregulated entity for persistent
non-compliance. Such actions are
invariably preceded by months
and, attimes, years of bilateral en-
gagement where we not only
pointoutdeficienaesbutalso pro-
vide more thanadequate time for
themtotale corredive action,” RBI
Deputy Governor Swaminathan |
said. Hesaidthe RBIwill act tosafe-
guard the interestsof the ultimate
consumer and to protect the sta-
bility of the financial system.

Das said, in general, the RBI's
emphasis is on bilateral engage-
ment with the regulated entities
(REs), with a focus on nudging
them forcomective action. TheRBI
gives sufficient time to the REsto
undertalke such action.
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Telecom
spectrum worth
196,000 cr to be

up for grabs

FEBUREAU
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THEUNION Cabineton Thursday
approved the nexttelecom spec-
trum auction across multiple
bands at a reserve price of
196,317.65 crore.

Atotal of 1052315 MHz spec-
trum across 800 MHz, 900 MHz,
1800MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300 MHz,
2500 MHgz, 3300 MHz and 26
GHzbands, will be put to auction.
While the government did not
announce a timeline, the spec-
trum auction is expected to be
conducted in the next few
months.

“The leftover spectrum in the
2022-23 auctions, the onewhich
is getting expired in 2024, and the
spectrum which has been surren-
dered by companies, will be put
to auction,” said Anurag Thalur,
minister of information and
broadcasting.

With a certain quantum of
spectrum held by Bharti Airtel
and Vodafone ldea due for re-
newal this month (attheend of a
20-yearlease period ), the Cabinet
has alsoapproved freshallotment
of spectrum to the companies till
the time auctions are conducted.
This has been done to avoid any
disruption in the telecom serv-
ices.

In the interim period, Airtel
and Vodafone Idea can continue
to use the spectrum by paying the
last auctioned determined price.

According to analysts, for
Airtel, renewal of spectrum is due
in 900 and 1800 MHzbandsinsix
circles — Uttar Pradesh ( East),
Uttar Pradesh (West), West
Bengal, Assam, Bihar, Jammu and
Kashmir, and Odisha. For
Vodafone Idea, the licence is ex-
piring in two circles — West
Bengal and Uttar Pradesh (West).

From the upcoming auction,
DaT is expecting a subdued re-
sponse from telcos as demand is
expected to be restricted to air-
waves which will be up for re-
newal in some circles. The gov-
ernment is not expecting
anything beyond ¥10,000 crore
revenue fromthe upcoming auc-
tions, according to officials.

“The next spectrum auction
will be a limited auction because
an already large part of the spec-
trum required by the industry
was auctioned last year. Every fi-
nancial year, we are trying to have
one auction, communications
and IT minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw had said earlier this
month. “This will notbe as big as
the last round. This will be a sig-
nificantly smaller auction,” he
added.

The Cabinethas also approved
allocation of additional 5 MHz
spectrum in 700 MHz band for
Indian Railways for Kavach tech-
nology. Additional 5 MHz spec-
trum in 700 MHz band has also
been approved for National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation.

TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF TELANGANA LIMITED
e - TENDER NOTICE

The TSTransco (Transmission Corporation of Telangana Limited) invites online Bids under
e-procurement for development of IT applications for various modules for implementation of
Scheduling, Accounting, Metering and Settiement of Transactions in Elecincity (SAMAST)
against Tender Specification No TSPMM23-07/2023 Tenderers can have further details
and download the tender schedule from e-procurement markel place [e.,
www tender.telangana.govin Contact Nos  CHIEF ENGINEER/PAMM, TSTransco,
Phone: 040-23396000 (Exin * 3670/583/3460/3357) 040-Z3303736 www.tstransco.in

R.0. No." 917-PPICL-AGENCYIADVTN/2023-24

Sdi- Chief Engineer/P&MM

Tender

KWA-JB-GL-5-2295.2023-24

E)KERALA WATER AUTHORITY LRI AT

Tender No : 447/SE/PHC/ TSR/2023-24

1. KIIFB - Aeplacing 400mm Premo pipes by Laying 700mm DI K9 and
400mm Dl K9 Pipes from Agastheswaram Temple lo Mathilakam Sump
EMD : Rs. 2,00,000/-, Tender fee : Rs. 11,800/,
26.02.2024 03:00.pm, Phone :
www kwa kerala.gov.in, www elendears. kerala gov.in

Last Date for submitting
0487-2423230, Website :

Superintending Engineer
PH Circle
Thrissur

= HITES

L iNVEA TE

(A 100% Subudmrf Compaony of HLL Lifecore Limited)

" ORERVICES LTD

Tender No -

B-14 A, Sector-62, Noida-201 307, Uttar Pradesh
HITES/IDN/NIV-JAMMU/2023-24

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

HLL Infra Tech Services Lid (HITES) as Project Management Consuitant of
indian Council of Medical Research, (ICMR-NIV, Pune), invites online bids from
sligible contractors/firms for the following work:

Name and & Last date & time
Description of work cost o o
Design, Engineering, | part A: Design, Engineering,

Procurement & | procyrament & Constructon | PartAc- 18
wﬁgﬂlﬂ‘ (EPC):Rs 44.25Cmre | Months | 22022024
mmﬂhu:ltﬂ i Mairtenance: Rs. 6 64 Crore | Part B:- 05

mm'u"mﬂm“"""a ®| " Total (PartA+ Part B) Years

Rs 50.89 Crore
Jagti, Jammu.

The bid document shall be available online from 09.02.2024
For submission & other tender details, please refer detailed NIT available on
websites www.hilhites com, e-Procurement System at NIC's (CPP Portal)

hitps://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app.
HITES / Client reserves the right to accept or reject any application without
assigning any reason or incurring any liability whatsoever.

Vice President (IDN)
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How ride-hailing cabs charge you, what Karnataka order can change

AGGAM WALIA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THE KARNATAKA government has an-
nounced uniform minimum fares for app-
based cabs and city taxis depending upon
the cost of the vehicle, and disallowed surge
pricing.

The order, issued on February 3 and ef-
fective immediately, may lead to higher
earnings forcab drivers. However, it can dis-
rupt India's crowdedride-hailing market, in
which companies have innovated and dif-
ferentiated their business models to gain a
competitive edge.

Be it the fare settlement mechanism or
the booking process, companies such as
Uber Ola, BluSmart, and inDrive offer simi-
lar services in significantly different ways.
The ride-hailing companies will now have
to rework their business models in
Karnataka, and look for new ways to remain
competitive,

What does the Karnataka transport
department’s order say?

It specifies minimum fares based on
three slabs of vehicle costs.

For vehicles that cost up to Rs 10 lakh, the
minimum fare has beenfixed at Rs 100 up to
4 km, and Rs 24 for every subsequent kilo-
metre. For vehicles that cost between Rs 10
lakh and Rs 151akh, the minimum fareup to
4 km is Rs 115, and an additional Rs 28 for
every subsequent kilometre. For vehicles
costing more than Rs 15 lakh, the initial 4
lem will cost a minimum of Rs 130, and an
additional Rs 32 for every kilometre there-
after.

The order makes no distinction between
types of vehicles (sedans, SUVs, etc), and
doesnot consider the availability of features
like airconditioning.

Also, fares are based only on distance
travelled, not on the time taken. This implies
that surge pricing, which is the hiking of
fares during peak hours, is also not allowed.
But the orderdoes allow fora 10% surcharge

on trips between midnight and 6 am.

How will the order impact Uber, Ola,
and BluSmart?

Uber and Ola together command the
bulk of India’s ride-hailing market. Both
companies offer an upfront fare which con-
sists of the base rate, and rates for estimated
time and distance of the route. The fare also
factors in the current demand for rides in
the area. This third component is deter-
mined by an algorithm that automatically
increases the cost of the trip based on the
demand for rides in the user’s locality. Once
the user selects the vehicle and the corre-
sponding upfront fare, the app connects
them to a nearby driver.

By disallowing surge pricing and price
determination on the basis of time taken,
the Kamataka order fundamentally alters
Uber’s and Ola’s price settlement mecha-
nism.

Also, Uber and Ola fares are based upon
vehicle type and not vehicle cost, as man-

dated by the order. It is not clear how the
two companies plan to alter their business
models to adhere to the order.

Unlike Uber and Ola, the ride fares of
BluSmart, which offers rides on battery-run
vehicles, are not sensitive to fluctuations in
demand. BluSmart, which currently oper-
ates only in Delhi-NCR and Bengaluru, has
fixed rates for specified distance slabs.

For its Delhi market, BluSmart addition-
ally applies a distinction between relaxed
and rush hours. Thus, a BluSmart cab fora
6-km ride during rush hours in Delhi costs
Rs 199, but only Rs 149 during relaxed hours.

For city rides up to 6 km in Bengaluru,
BluSmart charges a flat rate of Rs 199. For
rides between 6 and 9 km, it charges Rs 249,
and so on. For airport rides and rentals,
BluSmart follows the same system, albeit
with different rates.

Asper the order, the minimum farefora
6 kmrideinacar costing between Rs 10lakh
and Rs 15 lakhwould be Rs 171. Still, among
the major ride-hailing companies, BluSmart

is likely to be the least affected by the order:
it has no surge pricing, and it already only
considers the distance travelled.

What about inDrive?

inDrve's nide-hailing model is signifi-
cantly different, as there is no predeter-
mined trip fare thrust upon the passenger
and the driver. inDrive only recommends a
base fare which is subject to in-app negoti-
ation between passengers and drivers to
reach a mutually agreed fare. The recom-
mended fare takes intoaccount the normal
cost per kilometre, the normal cost per
munute, and the costof thedrvercoming to
the pick-up location.

inDrive’s recommended fare does notin-
clude any algorithm-based surge charge.
The company says that for peak-hourrides,
drivers themselves can negotiate a higher
price. Atall imes, the nde isconfirmed only
after both the passenger and driver agree on
a price.

The Karnataka order requires inDrive's
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NEW GUIDELINES TOMAKE CINEMA HALLS
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Such equipment can include smart
glasses fordisplaying captions, closed cap-
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base fare to match the minimum fares pre-
scribed by it. While it does not impose any
restrictions on additional negotiations be-
tween rider and driver, a higher fixed base
price might make trips with inDrive more
expensive.

“In our experience, fixed rates don’t nec-
essarily lead to increased ride opportunities
for drivers or improved vehicle availability
for passengers,” Arijit Das, inDrive India’s
public policy head said.

Will the Karnataka order allow drivers
to earn more?

The order does not specify commission
rates for ride-hailing companies. Currently,
Uberand Ola can charge upto 30%of theride
fare as commission. inDnive charges 10%.
BluSmart drivers are paid weekly, and
their earnings are linked to the business
they do on the platform. If the commission
rates stay at these levels, the higher mini-
mum fares set by the order can improve
drivers’ earnings.

What white paper says—and doesn’t

The govt has come out with a white paper on the Indian economy, comparing its performance over 10
years with the UPA decade. It has attacked its predecessor for ‘abandoning reforms’ and ‘policy paralysis’

NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 8

THE MINISTRY of Information & Broadc-
asting last month came out with 'Access-
ibility Standards in the Public Exhibition
of Feature Films in Cinema Theatres for
Persons with Hearing and Visual Impair-
ment’, and invited stakeholder comments
on the draft till February 15.

These guidelines are applicable for
those feature films that are certified by the
Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC)
forcommeraal publicexhibition inmovie
theatres. Once notified, the guidelineswill
require production houses and movie the-
atres to either run dedicated showsforthe
impaired, or ensure special provisions in
theatres so they can enjoy the cinema ex-
penence like anyone else,

Why the guidelines?

The proposal quotes Sections 29
and 42 of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016, which mandate the
government to take measures topromote
universal access in the information and
communication sector. This includes ac-
cess to films for persons withhearing and
visual disabilities.

AspertheCensus2011,2.21% of theto-
tal population inIndia hasbeenmarked as
‘disabled', of which 19 per cent are visu-
allyimpaired, and another 19 per cent have
hearing disabilities.

What do the guidelines propose?

According to the proposed guidelines,
two versions of the same film will have to
be delivered for certification to the CBFC:
astandard version,and a version with spe-
cial accessibility features — audio descrip-
tion, open/closed captioning, and Indian
Sign Language Interpretation.

After both versionsare certified, movie
theatrescan either hold dedicated screen-
ings with accessible services, or use certain
specialised equipment during standard
shows to facilitate the viewing experience
forthe hearingand visually impaired.

tionstandsnear the seats, a separate small
screen below the big screen todisplay cap-
tions, headphones for audio description,
and specialised mobile apps. Theatres
need to make available at least two such
equipment per 200 seats,

Moreover, cinema owners, in consul-
tationwithorganisations for disabled per-
sons, also have to train their staff to serve
customers with disabilities.

How will the guidelinesbe
implemented?

The licensing authorities will monitor
places under their junisdiction to ensure
that accessible seatsare provided. The I&B
Ministry will also set up a committee to
monitor the implementation of these
rules, with at least 50% of the members be-
ing persons with hearing/visual impair-
ment, and the rest being representatives
from the film industry.

Grievances can be filed with the li-
censee of the respective cinema theatre,
and further be escalated to the licensing
authority. The CBRC willalso annually col-
lect and publish informationaboutdiffer-
entaccessible services provided.

When do they come into effect?

Films dubbed in more than one lan-
guage would be required toprovide atleast
one accessibility feature eachforthe hear-
ing impaired and visually impaired, within
sixmonths from the date of implementa-
tion of these guidelines.

Feature films submitted for consider-
ation in the National Flm Awards, in the
Indian Panorama Section of the Inter-
national Film Festival of India, Goa, and
Mumbai International Film Festival have
toinclude closed captioning and audiode-
scription with effect from January 1
next year.

All other Feature Films being certified
through CBFCand meant for theatrical re-
leaseswould be required to provide acces-
sibility features within three years from
the date of issue of the guidelines.

YOUR GO-TO INSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL STUDIES PREPARATION

FEBRUARY 2024

Prelima cum Maeng P

General Studies CSatT
Comprehensive Programme

FEBRUARY 2024

4, 080-6220-6110 www.iajirnmandravi.com

Hirmn Dplanmaiy
Course Optional Subjects
Course

YVAJIRAM E RAYI
[ratrtyte fer AR Exnninenor

JUNE 2024

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala Sitharaman
presented a “white paper” on the Indian
economy in Parliament Thursday. The docu-
ment, which has been prepared by the
Ministry of Finance, essentially compares the
10-yearrecord of economic governance un-
der the Congress-led UPA governments ( be-
tween 2004-05 and 2013-14) with the 10-
year record of the BJP-led NDA governments
(between 2014-15and 2023-24).

What is awhite paper, and is this one?

Awhite paper typically provides infor-
mation about aspecific issue. A government
may present a white paper — say, on black
money — to make people aware of the na-
ture and scope of the problem and the pos-
sible ways to resolve it.

In that sense, what was presented in
Parliament is not exactly a white paper, be-
causeitisa comparison between the record
oftwo governments on a variety of economic
parameters. A comprehensive review of the
state of the Indian economy as things stood
in 2014, when the incumbent government
first took charge, would have been a white
paper on the economy.

Why is it being presented now?

The document explains why the white
paper is being presented at the end of 10
years instead of atthe start. "Our government
refrained from bringing outa white paperon
the poor state of affairs then. That would
have given a negative narrative and shaken
the confidence of all, includinginvestors. The
need of the hour was to give hope tothe peo-
ple, to attract investments, both domestic
and global and to build support for the much-
needed reforms.”

What is itsobjective?

There are four stated objectives.

One, it seeks to inform everyone “of the
nature and extent of governance, economic
and fiscal crises that were bequeathed” to
the NDA government when it assumed of-
fice in 2014.

Two, it informs about “the policies and
measures that (NDA) government took to re-
store the health ofthe economy” since 2014.

Three, it “hopes to generate a wider, more
informed debate on the paramountcy of na-
tional interest and fiscal responsibility
in matters of governance over political
expediency.”

Four, and it quotes Prime Minister

UPA AND NDA YEARS: WHAT SOME CRUCIAL NUMBERS SAY

Financial Nominal Real GDP Fiscal Financial Nominal Real GDP Fiscal
Year GDP growth growth Deficit” RS GDPgrowth growth Deficit’
rate (%) rate (%) rate(%) rate (%)
2004-05 14.10 7.92 3.95 2014-15 10.99 741 410
2005-06 13.99 792 403 i 2015-16 10.46 8 3.87
2006-07 1714 8.06 335 | 2016-17 11.76 8.26 3.48
2007-08 15.14 7.66 2.59 2017-18 1103 6.8 3.46
2008-09 12.56 3.09 b.11 ; 2018-19 10.59 6.45 3.44
2009-10 15.46 71.86 6.57 2019-20 6.37 3.87 4.64
2010-11 1992 8.5 489 | 2020-21 -136 -5.83 917
2011-12 1443 5.24 5.91 | 2021-22 18.36 9.05 6.75
THewhite paperwias 201213 1382 546 493 | 202223 1606 724 638
presentedin Parliamentby ~ 2013-14 12.97 6.39 448 2023-24 8.87 7.32 5.85
E;“maa‘}‘:nﬂﬁ;‘;{f“ma AVERAGE OF UPA YEARS | AVERAGEOFNDAYEARS
2004-2014 14.95 6.80 4.7 | 2014-2024 1031 59 51

Source: MoSPI and CMIE, *(as a ¥ of Nominal GDP)

Narendra Modi's speech on last year's
Independence Day, “to commit ourselves to
national development, with new inspira-
tions, new consciousness, new resolutions,
as the country opens up immense possibili-
ties and opportunities.”

Whatdoes it say?

The 58-page white paper has three main
parts.

Part 1 discusses the macroeconomic sit-
uation during the 10 vears of UPA rule.Part 2
provides the “current status of the various
corruption scams of the UPA government”.
Part 3 shows how the NDA “turmed the econ-
omy around”.

Here are some of the most important
claims in the white paper.

B The UPA Government inherited a
healthy economy ready for more reforms,
but made it non-performing in 10 years.

B UPA abandoned economic reforms.

B In a quest to maintain high economic
growth by any means after the Global
Financial Crisis of 2008, UPA severely under-
mined the macroeconomic foundations. For
instance, it underscores high inflation, high
fiscal deficit{ or the money borrowed to meet
expenses ), and high proportion of bad loans
in the banking system that dragged down
economic actvity.

M Not only did UPA borrow heavily from
the market, but the funds raised were ap-
plied unproductively. "Capital expenditure

asa per cent of total expenditure excluding
interest payments) halved from 31 per cent
in FY04 to 16 per cent in FY14." This ratio
standsat 28% in the current year. The result-
ing “neglect of infrastructure creation and
challenges of the logistical constraints caused
industrial and economic growth to stumble.”

B Health expenditure of Indian house-
holds showed very little improvement.

B Defence pre paredness was hampered
by policy paralysis. “By 2012, shortage of
combat-ready equipment and ammunition
was a chronic 1ssue plaguing our forces,”
quotes the document from another of PM
Maodi's speeches in 2018.

B UPA's decade was marked by "policy
misadventures and scams suchas non-trans-
parent auction of public resources(coal and
telecom spectrum), (and ) the spectre of ret-
rospective taxation...”

A substantive part of the documents goes
on to claim how things have improved un-
der the NDA. It uses data from the
[nternational Monetary Fund to show how
“average headline Inflation has been lower
in the NDA decade”. Or how many of the
schemes — such as construction of toilets or
openingof bank accounts — achieved higher
results during the NDA decade.

What is the upshot?

Analysing the performance of any econ-
omy over two decades, even when they are
aligned back tobacl;, is adaunting task. This

Is so because a variety of factors affect
not just the economy but also how we meas-
ureit.

For instance, a very big reason why do-
mestic inflation was very high during the
last couple of UPA years and immediately
subsided during the first two of NDA is the
cost of crude oil, which ranged between
$111 and $105 a barrel between FY12 and
FY14, and thenfell to $84 in FY15 andto $46
in FY16,

Indeed, on aggregate, data shows that
India registered better GDP growth as well
as lower fiscal deficits during the UPA time.

The NDA government has several gen-
uine achievements toits credit —suchas the
GST and IBC —but the white paperignores all
that is amiss withthe economy. Forinstance,
it does not even contain the word “unem-
ployment”. This was whenthe government's
own Periodic Labour Force Survey showed
that unemployment had reached a 45-year
highin2017-18.

Similarly, it makes nomention of the fact
that there has been no formal measure of
poverty since 2011 Or thatthis government
has failed to conduct the decadal Census —
the first such miss since 1881, Also, a white
paper on the Indian economy over two
decadesdoes not have asingle chartonGDP
growth over this period.
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Court reserves verdict: debate around subcategorisation within SC quota

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM &
APURVA VISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 8

A SEVEN-JUDGE Constitution Bench
headed by Chief Justice of India D ¥
Chandrachud Wednesday reserved judg-
ment in the sub-classification among
Scheduled Castes (SCs) case.

Some states have argued that despite
reservation, some castes are underrepre-
sented compared with ‘dominant’ Scheduled
Castes. They want to create a separate quota
for such castes within the SC quota of 15%.

In 2004, a five-judge Constitution Bench
in E V Chinnaiah v State of Andhra Pradesh
held that under Article 341 of the Consti-
tution, only the President can notify which
communities get reservation, and states
don't have the power to tamper with this.

A number of states have now returned
to the Supreme Court to argue against this
decision, claiming they do have the power
to make sure reservation benefits are dis-
tributed to communities that need them
the most. The respondents, on the other
hand, argue that allScheduled Castes must
be treated equally.

The beginning

In 1975, Punjab issued a noftification di-
viding its 25% SC reservation at that time
into two categories. In the first category,
seats were reserved solely for the Balmila
andMazhabiSikh communities, whichare
still among two of the most economically
and educationally backward communities
in the state. Under the policy, they were to
be given first preference for reservation in
education and public employment.

While the notification remained in force

fornearly 30years, itraninto legal hurdles in
2004, when a five-judge Constitution Bench,
in the Chinnaiah case, struck down a similar
law infroduced by Andhra Pradesh in 2000
for being violative of the right toequality. Two
years later, the Punjab & Haryana High Court
inDr: Kishan Palv. State of Punjab struckdown
the 1975 notification.

The appeal
In October 2006, Punjab

LAW

Singh v State of Punjab referred the appeal
to a five-judge Constitution Bench.

Reconsidering Chinnaiah

In 2020, the Constitution Bench headed
by Justice Arun Mishra held thatthe court’s
2004 decision required reconsideration.
The rulingdisagreed with the
premise that Scheduled Cas-
tes area homogeneous group
and said there are "unequals

attempted to bring back the
law by passing the Punjab Scheduled Caste
and Backward Classes (Reservation in
Services) Act, 2006. This Act reintroduced
the first preference in reservations for the
Balmiki and Mazhabi Sikh communities.
In 2010, the High Court once again
struck down this provision. The Punjab gov-
ernment then moved the Supreme Court.
In 2014, the Supreme Court in Davinder

within the list of Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and socially and
educationally baclward classes.”

Crucially, since the EVChinnaigh decision,
the concept of a “creamy layer”, which puts
anincome ceiling on those eligible forreser-
vations, has tridkled down toSC reservations
too, from OBCs. In the landmark 2018 ruling
in ‘lamail Singh v Lachhmi Narain Gupta’, the
Supreme Court upheld the concept of

“creamy layer” within SCstoo. Stateshave ar-
gued thatthe sub-classification isessentially
an application of the creamy layer formula.
Since the Davinder Bench was alsoof five
judges (same as E V Chinnaiah ), a seven-
judge Benchis now hearing the issue.

Arguments from both sides
The Advocate General of Punjab,
Gurminder Singh, argued that E V Chinn-
aiah was mistaken when it held that states
could not tamper with the classes that com-
prised the Presidential listunder Article 341
Highlighting the language in Article
16(4), he pointed out that it allows the State
to provide reservations for backward classes
who are not "adequately represented” in
State services. Additional Advocate General
of Punjab Shadan Farasat peinted out that
therecently introduced Article 342A on the
Constitution madeit clear that the Chinnaiah

decision could no longer apply. This provi-
sionspecificallyempowers States and Union
Territories to maintain a list of Socially and
Economically Backward Classes whichmay
be different from the Presidential list

Senior Advocate Sanjay Hegde, appear-
ing for the respondents, argued that all the
communities included in the Presidential
list suffered from the “taint of untouchabil-
ity”, and the Constituent Assembly made a
choice not to enter into comparisons of who
suffered the most.

He then claimed that if a community
named inthe Presidential list did not receive
reservation benefits, they would only beleft
with the stigma of beinga Scheduled Caste.
Another intervenor argued that states did
not have the discretion to ignore some
Scheduled Castes in favour of ethers.
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PERSONAL

|, Shiva Goyal $/o Raj Kumar Goyal
Rfo C-5M145A Keshavpuram Delhi
110035, solemnly affirm and
declare that Shiva and Shiva
Goyal is one person. My India
address is as above. My current
address is Flottiljvagen 169
Tillinge 14634, Sweden .

00502361911

Lhitherto knownas NITISH alias
MNITISH JARIAL,S/0 SATISH
CHAND JARIAL,R/O House.
No.829,Sector-23-A,Carterpuri
alias Daulatpur
Nasirabad,farrukhnagar,Gurg
aon Haryana-122017,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known NITISH
JARIAL 0040712817-4

I,Vineet Kumar 5/0. Rakesh
Gupta R/0.1/10336,5/F.GaliNo-
1, Gorakh ParkShahdara,
Delhi-110032,have changed my
name to Vinit Gupta.

0040712817-3

LVIKASH MALIK,S/0
SHRICHAND SINGH, R/O
FLAT.NO-H-2106,KW-SRISHTI
MH-58,NOOR-MAGAR,RAJ
NAGAR EXTENSION,
GHAZIABAD UTTAR PRADESH-
201017,changed my name to
VIKAS MALIK. 00407128381

l,Uzma Akhtar W/o Salman
Akhtar,R/oM-13m,Street.No-
6/6. Jogabai Ext,Jamia
Nagar,0khla,New delhi-
110025,have changed my name
Uzma. 0040712844-1

I,Tejender Lakra S/0,Ajit Singh
Lakra R/o,H.M0.15,Near Masjid,
Mundka, Delhi-110041.have
Changed my-minor daughter's
name Marshneel to Marshneel
Lakra. Aged-14-years.

00407 12844-8

I,Tasmeeat KaurRekhi,D/o
Mahander Pal Singh R/0-406,
Hero Bhawan,Bhola Nath
Nagar,Shahdara Delhi-

110032, have changed my name
to Tasmeet Kaur,for all
puUrposs. 00407128432

I,Ramneet Kaur Saggu,W/o
Malkeet Singh Saggu,R/o
House.No.90 Bharat
MNagar,New Delhi 110052, have
changed my name to Ramneet
Kaur. 0040712822-5

I,Rajesh Kumar Arora,S/0
Manohar Lal Arora.R/0
H.no.34.near shivmandir Tara
nagar,Sonipat,Haryana,have
changed my name to Rajesh
Arora,for all purpose.

0D40712843-7

I,Narendar Singh S/c Jagdish
PrasadR/o L-15t-10/516-
B.Sangam Vihar South,Delhi,
110062, have changed my name
toNarender Kumar.

0040712822-2

LANUPAMA GUPTA ,W/O RAKESH
KUMAR GUPTA R/O-N-1704
SUNRISE GREENS AHINSA
KHAND-1 VTC,INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABAD,UP-201014 HAVE
CHANGED MYNAMETO
ANUPAMA TRIPATHY

D040712843-3

I,Meenakshl Joshi,W/o-Prashant
Joshi,D/o-Umesh Chandra
Pathak,R/o-F1/A36.Bharat
Appt..Ext. 1l,Shalimar Garden,
Sahibabad ,GZB-201005,will
continue with the name as
Meenakshi Pathak for all
purpose and correspondence.

0040712845-2

I,Md.Noor Alam Ansari Son of
Abdur Razzagque Ansari,R/OF-
49,Gali,No-10,West Jawahar
ParkShakarpur,Delhi-
110092,Have changed my name
toNoor Alam
Ansari,permanently

0D4a0712817-7

I,Krishn Mohan jha S/o Ishwar
NathJha R/ o 2304, Tower-a,
Lotus-Panche, Sector-110,
MNoida-201301 have changed my
name to KrishnaMohan Jha for
all purposes.

00407127481

I,Komal Dhillon,W/o-Kunal
Dhillon,R/o-A-426,5hastri
MNagar.ashokvihar,Delhi-
110052,have changed my name
from Komal,to Komal
Dhillon,for all future purposes.

0040712844-5

l,Tanya Tanwar D/o Rameshwar
Singh Tanwar, R/o:WZ-377,
Basai Dara Pur, New Delhi-
110015 Have Changed My
Father's Mame from Ramesh
Tanwarto RameshwarSingh
Tanwarforall Purposes

0O708B7T 7701

I,Suresh Chander,5/0.5ugan
Chand R/o-B-1/7,Mianwali

MNagar Paschim-ViharDelhi-
87.have changed my name to
Suresh Kumar Gupta,
permanently. 004071268438

I,Sonal Guru,W/o Aditya Raj,R/o
Villa.No-VB 15,Tata
Primanti,Sector-72,Gurgaon
Haryana-122001,have changed
my-minor son's name.from
Aabir Rajto Aabirr ARaj.

00407 12844-2

I,.Sher Singh,S/o Avtar Singh,
R/o A-13FirstFloor, Gali.No-
22 Mahendra-Park,New Delhi-
110033,have changed my name
SherSinghBedi. 0040712844-3

I,Sheetal Dalal,W/o Abhishek
Maru Address-E-2,201,golf link
residency,pocket 2,sector-
18B Dwarka,new Delhi-110078.
Changed my name to Sheetal
Maru. o040712822-3

I,Sakira w/0.Mohammad
noumaan, R/o. 485, Masjid
chakkarwali, mathura road,
Hazrat Nizamuddin, New Delhi-
110013 have changed my name
to SHAKIRA BEGUM
permanently. 00407128435

I,SHAIDA KHATUN, W/0.
MAQSOOD ANSARI, ADD-3/480,
DAKSHINPURI-EXTN ,SOUTH
DELHI-110062,changed my
name to SAIDA KHATOON, for
all,future purposes.

00407 12843-4

|,.SARVIND,S/0 JAGDEESH,R/O
GRAM- MAKHANIVADA,POST-

ORIYA,ORIA, KANPUR DEHAT,
UTTAR PRADESH 209204,have
changed myname,from PINTU
to SARVIND, for all, future
purposes 00407128431

LSANTOSH,W/0 VINOD KUMAR
KAROTIA,R/OH.ND.G-620,
BLOCK-G JAITPUR BADARPUR,
SOUTH DELHI-110044,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME,FROM
SANTOSH TO SANTOSH
DEVI,VIDE-AFFIDAVIT IN-
DL4085054937000W, DATED
08/02/2024, BEFORE NCT-
DELHI. 0040712822-9

I,Ruchl wadhwa/Ruchi
Wadhwa Sharma W/0 Vishal
SharmaR/0,3516, Sector-
23,0pposite ShiBank
Gurugram Haryana-122017,
have changed mynameto
Ruchi Sharma. 004071281 7-2

I,Rohit S/o Shved Prakash
Dhiman,R/oc H.No.1778,5ector-
4,U.E..Gurugram, Haryana-
122001, That| have changed my
name Rohit to Rohit
Dhiman,for all Future
Purposes. 0040712844-4

I,Ritu/Ritu Chaudhary,W/o
Harish Kumar R/oH.No-
40,BaprolaMNazafgarh,New
Delhi-110043,have changed my
name Ritu Chaudhary,forall
purposes, 0040712846-2

I,Ranl Kumari W/o Abhishek
Gupta,R/0 Plot.No-202 Nawada
Vipin Garden,Delhi -110059,
changed mynameto Rani
Gupta. 004071284310

I Mohinder Paul 5/0,5h. Sewa
Ram Jagdev R/o Flat Np. 213,
Pragati Apartments Gh-68,
Sector-55, Gurgaocn-122011
Haryana have changed my
name to Mohinder Paul Jagdev.

DD407123331

IRaju Alias Raju Mourya 5/o
Ayodhya Prasad R/o A-1/31-A,
Sharma Colony, Budh Vihar
Phase-2, Budh Vihar, Delhi-
110086, have changed my
name to RajuMaurya

00708877051

ILKamla Sharmaalias Kamal
SharmawW/o-Late Sh. Radhe
Shyam Sharma,R/o-
H.No.20,Gali No.19,Chandu
Park.Krishna Nagar, Delhi-
110051, declare that Kamla
Sharmaand Kamal Sharma are
bothmynames andsame
person and shall be known as
Kamla Sharmainfuture.

00407128451

LEKHUSHBOO D/O TRIVENI
MISHRA R/0-1042-E, Inder.Gali
East,BabarpurShahdara,Delhi-
110032, declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as MRS. KHUSHBOO MISHRA in
my Punjab National Bank
Service Records.The actual
name of mine is KHUSHBOD

0040712844-F

I, Jagmohan Singh Sandhu,5/o
Avtar SinghSandhuR/0-B-3,
Gurudwara Bala Sahib,
Ashram, Delhi-14 have
changed my name to
Jagmohan5Singh. 0040712844-6

ILJAN MOHAMMED S/0 DIN
MOHAMMAD R/OR-818N-
BLOCK MANGOLPURILDELHI-
110083.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAMETOJAANMOHAMMAD.

DD40712822-1

LHARINDER KUMAR.S/o Late
Pyare Lal,R/o A/T1,
l.l.Colony.Sector-7,
Dwarka,New Delhi-110075that
my name got recorded in my
childrenSchool Record as
HARVINDRASINGH,my name
got recorded in my educational
document as HARVINDER
KUMAR and | am presently
known as HARINDER KUMAR.

0040712838-2

I,DAVINDER SINGH,5/0 GARIB
SINGH,R/OM-3/24 MOHAN
PARK,MODEL TOWN-3,DELHI-
110009.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAMETO DEVINDER SINGH.

00407128171

I,Birender,S/0 Rajpal,R/o-
434 Tarla Mohalla, Ghitorni,
Village & Post office-Mehrauli
Delhi,have changed my name
toBirender Kumar,for all
Purposes. 0040712817-5

I,Ashish sharma,5/0-5hri niwas,
Address-Kh.no.11/17,
plot.no.7B/8,C-block Naveen
palace najafgarh Delhi-
110043.have change my-minor
child-name jayant to jayant
sharma 0040712822-4

ILAnil Kumar Rajput 5/0
Mitthulal,R/o A- 26, Giri
Marg,Mandawali Fazal pur,
Delhi,have changed my name
to Anil Kumar. 0040712846-1

LAbhlshek Kumar Gupta,5/o
Rajendra Prasad Gupta.R/o
PlotNo-202 Nawada Vipin-
Garden, Delhi-110059, Changed
my name to Abhishek Gupta.

D040712843-5

I, YashasviS/o0 Amit Kumar R/o
220, New Mohanpuri, Meerut
have changed my name to
Yashasvi Thakur. 00T0R87763-1

I, Vijay Singhs/o ShriLallu Singh
r/o Q-41, Uttam Vihar Uttam
Nagar New Delhi-110059 MY
ACTUALAND CORRECT NAMEIS
VUAY SINGH.THAT VLUIAY AND
VUAY SINGH BOTH ARE ONE
AND SAME NAME PERSON.
THAT ITISMY TRUEAND
CORRECTSTATEMENT

0o40712787-1

I,Kamlesh shatma w/0

Bhagwan Dev Sharma,R/0
House.no-D-963 Ground-floor
MNew Friends-Colony,New
Delhi-110025 Have changed my
name to Kamlesh Sharma,
Permanently. 0o40712817-6

IChanchal Sharma W/o Tilak Raj

R/o A-485, Sector- 19, Noida,
Gautam Budha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301, have changed
my name to Chanchal Bhola

DO70887 7081

I, VANDANA CHAWLA W/o
Praveen Madaan, R/o QU-45C,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034, have
changed mynameto VANDAMNA
MADAAN forall purposes

0040712795-1

I, SHREERAM PRAJAPATIS/O
JAGDAMBA PRASAD, R/O.H.NO-
449, 5SECTOR-8R.K.PURAM,
NEW DELHI-110022, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME,FROM
SHREERAM PRAJAPATITO SHRI
RAM, VIDE-AFFIDAVIT IN-
DL40851338150675W, DATED
08/02/2024, BEFORE NCT-DELHL.

0040712822-6

I, Prerak Aggarwal S/0 Mukesh
Aggarwal, R/o Flat No.-234,
Kamal Vihar CGHS Plot No.-5,
Sector-7, Dwarka, New Delhi-
110075, have changed my name
andshall hereafterbe Known
as Prerak Aggarrwal.

0O70BETV20-1

I, Parul, D/o Med Singh, R/o 52,
Sultanpur, New Delhi 110030,
have changedmynameto
Parul Sabharwal

00708877741

I, Nimish son of Baldev Raj
Arora, holderof Indian
Passport No Z6489581 issued at
Delhion26/11/2021,
Permanent Resident of
Barakhera, Gadarpur,
U.S.Nagar, Pin-263152,
Uttarakhand, India and
presently residing at 157
Binder Twine Trail, Brampton,
Ontario, CanadaL6X 4VGdo
hereby change my name from
NimishtoMimish Arora, with
immediate effect.

00407127471

I, Madan Kumar Misra /0
Bateshwar Misra,R/021/2,
ShantiMohalla, Shanti Marg,
Mandawali, Fazalpur, East
Delhi, Delhi- 110092, Declare
that nameof Mine and My Wife
has beenwrongly written as
MadanMishraand lyotiMishma
in my minor Daughter vani
Mishra,agedabout 6 Years, In
her birth Certificate. The actual
name of Mine and My Wife are
Madan KumarMisra and Jyoti
Kumari, whichmay be
amended accordingly.

0O070BB7 766-1

I, MAKSOOD ANSARI,S/0.DARUD
ANSARI, ADD-
3/480,DAKSHINPURI-
EXTN,SOUTH DELHI-
110062,changed my name to
MAQSOOD ANSARLfor
all,future purposes

0040712843-5

I, Ishfag Ahmad Din 5/0- Abdul
Gaffar Din R/O- Ruhoo, District-
Anantnag. In my PAN Card my
name has beenwrongly
mentioned as wrongly
menticned as Ishfag Ahmad
Deeninstead of Ishfag Ahmad
Dinas permy AadhaarCard. It
needs correction. Objections
he filled te concerned
authorities within seven days.

002047174219

I, Ashok Kumar, S/0 RishiPal
Singh R/OH.No 24A, Flatno
203/04,5F, 5ai Glory
Apartments, Gali No 2, Mohit
Nagar, New Delhi110078 have
changed the name of my minor
son from Akshit Kumarto
Akshit Tondak forall future
purposes.

00407127441

I, Anita Verma W/o Amit Kumar
R/0 220, New Mohanpuri,
Meerut have changed my
name to Anita Kumar.

0O70BB7 76241

I, AmitVerma S/o Shyam Singh
R/0 220, New Mohanpuri,
Meerut have changed my
name to Amit Kumar.

0070BB7764-1

I, Amit Kumar R/o 220, New
Mohanpuri, Meerut have
changed my minordaughter
name from Kirti to Kirti Thakur.

0O70DBETVE1-1

I, ALEYAAMMA W/o No.62528685
Rank HAV Late ULAHANNAN
PM R/O65-C, POCKET J&K,
DILSHAD GARDEN, DELHI-95
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
ALEYAMMA JOHN VIDE
AFFIDAVIT DATE 8.2.2024
BEFORE DELHI

DO70BE7 7601

| R. Mani alias R. ManiYadav
alias Sethu Ramalingam alias
hMani RS/0 Shri Raman Konar
permanent R/o0 No.4/263, 5th
Cross Street, SanthiNagar,
Palayamkottai, Tirunelveli,
Tamil Nadu -527002 and
presentresidingatRZ-3A/4,
Indra Park, Street No. 22, Palam
Colony, New Delhi-110045 have
changed mynameto Sethu
Ramalingam alias Mani R for all
purposes.

DD40712484-2

| hitherto known as Ridhi Chugh
D/c Ashok Kumar Chugh and
W/o Rahul Chopraresiding at
D-21,Upper Ground Floor, Rana
Pratap Road, Adarsh Nagar,
Delhi-110033, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Ridhi Chopra.

0070BB7714-1

I Pear| D/o ShVishnu Garg W/o
Sh.Prateek GuptaR/o Flat
No.80, Kamakshi Apartment,
PlotNo.28, Sector-6, Dwarka,
South West Delhi, Delhi-110075
have changedmynameto
Pearl Gupta forall purposes,

0040712742-3

I Manish Kumars/o 5h. Joginder
Singh R/o House No.11, Pana
Mamurpur Narela, Delhi-
110041 have changed my name
to Pooja infuture being a
transgender for all purposes.

0040712742-2

1, AMIT OBEROI, ADD C-102 APEX
ACACIA VALLEY
VAISHALLSECTOR-3
GHAZIABAD- 201010, U.P, have
changed my minor daughter
name AASTHI to AASTHI
OBERD, for all future purposes.
0040711703-2

I, Mamta Kumari W/O Shatrughan
Kumar Service No 4202481X,
RANK-Sep. RIO Vilage - Haraj
Post Office — Haraji, Via-Dighwara,
Thana-Awatar Nagar, Harajl,
Saran, Bihar-B41207 presenty
living at: 19 Bihar C/O 56 APOQ,
Naraina Vihar, Deihi Cantt, Delh -
110010 do hane by deciare thal my
name which s menfioned in my
husband army service records s
Mamta Devi bul aclual name is
Mamta Kumari both are same
person. Kindly update my name in
the service record of my husband
vide affidavit dated: 02 02.2024
Bafore Executve Mag strate, De b

LOST & FOUND

I Vijay Kumar 5/o0 Sh. Radhey
sShyam R/o A-TB, Second Floor,
Gali No.14, New Gobind Pura,
Delhi-110051 have lost my Will
executed on24.06.1997 by
AjmerSinghinfavour of
Narender KumarW.R.T. Plot
No.78-A, Mew Gobind Pura,
Delhi-110051. Finders may
coniactatabove address.

004071274241

| have lost my Original letter
Page no.2, Bearing Allotment
No. Y.E.l.D.A. 016855, Plot No.
102, Pocket- 0, Sector- 20, Area
Measuring 300 Sq. METERS.
Plz Contact: Reeta Chaturvedi
9811053431 00407127431

I, Mohit Agrawal S/0 Yatindra
Mohan Agrawaland Manjari
Agrawal W/o Mohit Agrawal,
112/241 Swaroop Nagar
Nawab GanjKanpur Nagar, UP-
208002, have lost of my
Original Allotment Letterin
Unit No-2092 Tower Palm, Parx
Laureate, Plot Mo:GH-01,02,03,
Sector-108, Noida, U.P. If
anybody finds please contact-
9839219140.

004071277341

I,have lost my documents of
allotment,Possession-letters
setandsite-possession set of
Plot.No.J-119.Narela
Bhourgarh,Bawana-2,DSIIDC
Industrial-area,Delhi.DSIDC
File numberis-4016. Contact:-
Yogesh Kumar,5lo Late
Sh.Vinod Kumar,R/o-
4/5,Gautam Gali New Vishwas-
MNagar Sahadara, Delhi-
110032., Mob.No.
98102350638,9213915540.

0D40712822-10
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PUBLIC NOTICE
My cEent Semt Sardadh Goswni, W
Shri Aahok Kumar Coamarm, B4, H
Mo C-4MA. Rast Plooi. Kesbiay Puram,
Dol - § WA05S, b detmrrad, o sowmed
i deprive bt duughied  namely
Dovpm Slaremm & Rare Wo Shn Amin
Shmimin, B AD N Shsbimar Hagh.
Debhi omd hew childrem Foom all bl
eyl dmiovalie phoperties nd
ebongngs v, due 1o hay &l wespeciful,
samant sl disobedient  behiviod
Bovw midy iy chami. 1T ln:\'ln'-ll:.- ikeeh
with her, haithe will do the wane o
Binhaer ovom rinke ool mnd pespondbility
o8 1o conwagunces. My cBont dhall noe
b hekl renponable for any of hi s
mrad e ko

Sl
Vi habusd
Advocae
UM WF.Te, SFS Fints,
Shabomar Mapd, Uil

PUBLIC NOTICE
Ta be known o alf that my clant
Eh. Gurcharampes! Sihgh Dhiilon
Slo Lale Sh.Jaswanl Singh Dhillon
Rio DDA Fiat Mo C28i57-A, Jansk
Puri, New Dealhi-110058:. has
applied for conversion of tha
aforesaid flal from les=e hold to
free hold m DD The Onginal
dosumanis L e.00A Possession
and Waler and Electricily NOC in
respect of Flat Mo . T2B/57-A, Janak
Pur, New Delht-110058 have besan
lost An FIR Lo this effect has been
lodged vide LR/NCR NMa.
14 146982024  dated: 060252024,
Any Person{s) claiming any nghi,
inEresl, having any abjpection ar
found m possession ol onginal
documants may writeloconlaclt with
abowe named person at above
address  within 15 days from the
dale of publication of this notice.
The person claiming any night;
intaresi, obEcton wilh respacl to
this property can personaily inform
ar wrile 10 O Director (LAB) H or
Director (H) -1, O Block, 3rd Floor,
Vikas Sadan IMA, New Delhi.
5df B.B.N.DED, Advocate
S R.Ind B Coumpus, Janak Pari MO-58

i
z

i
g8

PUBLIC NOTICE
Cht the imsdnaction of sy client M
Priyn Iyoul Wio M Manish Hal, Rio
0% Sh Floor, Sest MNagar, Faa of
hallmb, Mew Dl §HEOGS, the peveral
pralalicc is informed i ahe is e ownes
and b prmaseason ol Left Sade Port bon of
the Torrece Righits of Secood Floor
AL g 1R 59 Yaida, (onnl ol poad
mea 1PR 5q Yerdi), belag pan of
Khasrs Mo {80050, wevone entnie of
Village Cmrhi Iheris Mo, colony
bnown wi Sent Mapmei, MNew [elhi
163, by way of SALE DEED dated
18k A, M2 3, megasened in ihe offoe
ol Sah I-Ltriqlr-r Wile Mew [Delll, s
lh:-m MNo OES, im Book Mo ). Yal
Mo XA, on pupe 46 to 30, desed
PSS L M anyuine b mny & laien 8
e the shamrfoo-<mmer in ihe aid
oty of my sbove olhem, e SsbaeShisy
[ex s rrr.hrl!.:l.u;mﬂ ul Wy el
mecitionind  oowningt muenber  within O
i S b -Ip:.l. Feowny The ilq.ﬁlnllum T |
M

Sdf
RAMESH RUMAR
Advarate
Envmlmeml Mo, [/24.71 A0
Mhasty, ™o 9| DOI9AK 2

PUBLIC NOTICE

[This is 1o that my ¢l ent
i Aming, Wi oo S, R
E-8, DDA Fiats, Azal A Road, Turskman
|Gate, Deini-110008, has dsowned &
/debarmed her son Ayaz Umnar, who 8 'n
rehabilitstion center and her daughier- n-
/low Ms. Ammeen, Wio Umar, Rlo
214849, Opp Chauras: Mandt,
{Stn Ram Bazar, Dech-110008 fram hor
‘& moveabie and mmoveatre propert es
| They both are net under the contre of my
chant therslore my o ent has seversd a
legall socinl relations with them My cl ent
wii nol be respons-bie for any act, done
{ by thamm i future.

SALIM ALV (Advocala)
|Ch No 528, Sakel Courl, New Dehi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
My dient Rajendsr Kumar Séo
Late. Sh. Om Pakash Rio H.No
g8, Sawnin Nuagar, New LDwihj
MOo0¥, has weversd hig all
relation and dsowneddebamed
his sons Ajay Kumar and Sagar
and thair wives from his all
movable-immovable properiies
and assals. My clisnl shall nol be
respongible for their any acls and
deeds done by them

Sd- [AYYUB AHMAD)
ADVOCATE

Ch.No. 457, Lawyer's Chamber
Block, Suket Court Complex
MNaw Delhi-110047

PUBLIC NOTICE
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VISHAL siNCH

Advacuir
Enrl. No. TS84
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KAMAL SINGH (Advocste)
Hegn. Na LT84
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PUBLIC NOTICE
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PUBLIC NOTICE

My fous St Anje Gepla, Wi S

Rurt Avier Cupta and Shril Ham Aviar
Gigets % ptr Sne Dl Ces i
i H % 1T, ippoente  Libeny
ewig, Mrw Kobiah Hosd, Kol Bagh
IS byrp drvempd, (e
: e Ther Shrf Abhishrk
Lett L

i wife Sl Swmil (rom &
shmr movable ged e ghle proestim
and befomgingn whanhisever, &= I thar
:-l'._'."'n.‘r-- LIt ) o T PR ]
Brbayied Powprd =y et My kel
w wrverrd Bl ther reigdees wirs

arspe dijg p0 Ehewr rguiivd alilGide »

Banjay Lugna

Axlviscute

sl Mo 58, Clnil Wing,

Tis Harard Conrin, Diellsh- 1178054

PUBLIC NOTICE

S Sarpeet Sinph % gr 5 Lal Snp

nEnpieT. NP [1emn Maonile M

VEITITER, ST 10ADOARS. with wabid

VISHAL SITNGH
Advavale
Enrl. Mu. [NT403014

ITISTO INFORM THAT
PROPERTY NO. 1B / 85
RAMESH NAGAR,
NEW DELHI - 110015
IS PURCHASED BY ME, IF
ANYONE HAS ANY
OBJECTION, PLEASE
CONTACT :- DHEERAJ
MOB. NO. 9210800006

Sanjosv Kumar Barwa! (Advocsls
Ch. No_ G-23, G-Block

Courts N0 -1700X2 Mok,

"IMPORTANT™

Rial coare A nLen poos o
accoepinnoe o aovertaing
oy, A nol poanta 1o vwenly
m conlanta. The lndian
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Caione DETOi g Bry IO e
ar antanmng mia  any
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or alharwi ae ncting on an
=P T T g T - Tl | 4 |y
Lot Tatal T Ul il To0 A By

RECRUITMENT
SITUATION VACANT

OTHERS

MKM KANYA
MAHAVIDHYALAY

(AFFILIATED TO MDU, ROHTAK)
HODAL DISTT. PALWAL HARYANA

ANY-(04

TECH-(04) COMMERCE-(5),
HIND!I-(4), PHYSICS- (4),
CHEMISTRY-(4), COMPUTER
SC ENCE-(#), MANAGEMENT-{4)
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF :-
LIBRARIAN-(D1)
SUPER/NTENDENT.({01),
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT-(01),
COMPUTER OPERATOR-(01)
CLERK-CUM-TYPIST-{05), LAS
ATTENDANT-{0B). LIBRARY
ATTENDANT-{02), PEON-(04),
SAFA! KARAMCHARI-(4},
CHOWKIDAR: (03) & MAL-(04)
Qualilication Pay Scale &
Experience As Per UGC/STATE
GOVT/MOU, Rohtak Norms

interested candidates may

downioad Application Form from
the websile

mkmgroupofcolleges.com o
obtain from the office of the
institute on any working day and
send Application Form fo the
President of the coliege duly
completed alongwith visible
copy of all lestmonials (DMCs),
Experience Certificale etc
with'n 21 Days from the date of
adverfisement but not /ater than
29.02 2024 through Regd
postby hand. A copy of the
Form must be sent
to the D.C D.C., M.D University,
Rohtak within due date
Note: Only eligible
candidates/appl cants whose
Application Form is/are received
in the Institule as wel! as in the
offce of the DCDC, MDU
Rohtak in due date wil be called
for the interview.
President Governing Body

KK-394 AGRICULTURE AND TECHNOLOGY

INDICATIVE ADVERTISEMENT

A Walk-in-Interview for the post of one (1 No.) Project Associate, one
(1 No.) Project Assistant one (1 No.) Computer Operator-cum-
Office Assistant and one (1 No.) Lab Aftendant for a project "Centre
for Training, Diagnosis and Services for Management of Plant Viral
Diseases In Odisha" will be held on 16.02.2024 at 10.00 AM in the
Commitiee Room of Directorate of Research, OUAT, Bhubaneswar. The
engagement is purely contraciual and co- terminus with the project with
consolidated emoluments of Rs. 32,000/ per month for Project
Associale, Rs. 30,000/ for Project Assistant, Rs. 20,000/- for Computer
Operator-cum-Office Assistant and Fs.15000/- per month for Lab
Attendant, respectively. No House Rent Allowances (HRA) will be paid
The engagement will be for a period up 1o 31st March, 2024 which may
be extendable for two more years (01 year at a time) subject to
satisfactory perlormance and continuance of the project. The ehgibility
criteria, age limil, terms of engagement, and other details can be found
on the OUAT website: www.ouat.ac.in.

Sd/-
Principal Investigator

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW for Engagement of CMPs

Employment Notice No. : 01/2024 (MED)/CMP/CKP-24
South Eastern Railway, Chakradharpur Division, Govt. of India,
Ministry of Railway intends to engage 08 (Eight) posts (UR-03,
OBC-02, SC-01, ST-01 & EWS-01) of full time Conltract Medical
Practitioner (CMP-GDMO)/Specialist of [Eye/Specialist-01,
Orthopedic Surgeon-01 & Physician (MD)-01] at Railway
Hospital in Chakradharpur Division purely on contract basis for a
period of one year. The contract shall be for one year from the
date of entering into contract. The contract is not extendable on
any grounds. However, the Railway Administration reserves the
right to enter into fresh contract with the CMP upto 12
consecutive terms on year to year basis or till the regular
incumbent joins or attaining the age of 65 years, whichever is
earlier. Candidates shall be selected through a "Walk-in-
Interview”. Remuneration (i) Rs. 95,000/- pm (for 1st year) &
Rs. 1,05,000/- pm (from 2nd year onwards) for the Specialist
Doctors in the requisite field, (ii) Rs. 75,000/~ pm for General Duty
Medical Officer & (jii) Rs. 75,000/- pm for retired Govt. Doctors
(Railway/Central/State) subject to the condition that Contractual
Remuneration + Pension drawn by the Retired Doctor should not
exceed the last Pay drawn at the time of retirement . The "Walk in-
Interview” shall be held on 16.02.2024 at 10.00 hrs. at office of
the Chief Medical Superintendent, South Eastern Railway,
Chakradharpur, P.O. - Chakradharpur, Dist. - West
Singbhum, PIN-833102 (Jharkhand). Desirous Candidates
may visit our website www.ser.indianrallways.gov.in (go to
Division>Chakradharpur>personnei>notification) for details.
Moreover, corrigendum or addendum or cancellation, if any, shall
be published on the above website only. Please follow our
website periodically. Willing candidates may appear for "Walk-In-
Interview” at the above time and venue.

PR-1119) Divisional Rallwz
South Eastern Raillway

YWe serve with ma amile

OIPR-01522/11/0001/2324

Name of work

FRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADARK YOJNA (PMGSY)

e perctiage e Inad nvieod @ dactivie swiliniing systoni, vide thes ofl’'es letve No"WOSENY TPl TGS Y o= Toder PWOGSY 120202024 42 1N
distnd 2400 - 2024wl wrrmmaked by this ofMes Comigondom No PWSEY LR PWMOSY 5-Toder PWMGSY. ITU020 24 | 4635- T34 dates] 02022024 iha
follewing cormpendurn bas bewn made o de below memtoned work. The apdmed detaily may be reosd o wnder.

OMMice of Superintending Engineer,
tith Cirele, HP PWD, Kullu-175101
Ph. 01202-222510, Fax:01902-222200
E-mail:hp-kuba'nic.in

CORRIGENDNM

i t.l i TRt ol ﬂun{lr Rathad roacd Koo 00 v JO0 FI:LJHE oL HPOR- 153

(1) U p-pradatonts of Disincd® Fharthat e o] Kon D90 1 VT Packege Mo M0 133

(31 Lp-gracation of Dikdiu Flech rosd Km0 0 &0 Pechage Mo, HE"-00- | 24

(4) Up-grasdatiom of Sem) Ssooli Camah rosd Km0 m 0000 Packegs N im-00- 1

=l brepronemenl, pastregg places Bowalla, Iwalle, Mhsmg O oo Dvnsriinig. sidke drmm, Parmpuits,
Crmh harnier, Panel (3 Pavernent, Terring ool ol sigms ofe. e 3 yoar meinieranee) andsr
FRACSEY - Pah-T 202334 jumder TDR Techaslagy)

"Eetimated Cosl (n laex)

Comatruction Coetz- R0 97 Maintonamoe Costr- Ro 300 1) Toral Work e - B8 T

Bl Sccariy (in leovine. I of fotal cosl R P9l
Ferind of ¢ amplddion 24 Mimilw
Nair & Yenur of Froe-Md SMeetlog L B el R |

A0 Chier Engineer ML | IIFTWID Munsdi or dihough Video Conizrencing

Tate of availability o bid docamsent

CER-2 =200 s 100N AR

c-trndering.

Vst daie & Vimse for rexolpd of Bl thiough

PO 2004 ol 5040 "M

Ul Fie (bpeindpg daty sned time

Tw othir bormm ared condimrons of the bid shall rome wnehonpod Wl
Saperintradiog Faglecer,
Salsane il Clecks WP PWD Killa

IOOT-T004 0 1130 AM

Yo [d TSl WIvSd, TG
Construction of UGR, GSR, Supplying and laying Clear Water rising main & Distribution Main,
Compound wall, Pump House, Supplying and Installation of Centrifugal pump motor with allied works
etc. all complete job for Restructuring & Augmentation of South Eastern Part of Gola Block
(Barlanga Village) Rural Water Supply Scheme in Block Gola District Ramgarh under D.W. & S.
Division Ramgarh on turnkey basis.; PR. No.:-317715 Drinking Water and Sanitation (23-24#D %!
srafterd wrvEy vy g Preretr iifivs o i o 8-

2 A ::-
amifya fARET Detailed survey, designing and drawing,

Sk No.

1 | daerge ) A wes A fif
2 | PAfaer wifty (ot and= fadin) & aifem % o3 w99 | Date-  15.02.2024 upto 05.00 PM |
AT, B e 120 e 03.10.2023 B @ H

Particulars After Amendment

Date:- 08.02.2024 at 01.00 PM

faqa &1 Eﬁﬂ “ T I 'ﬁ ?TﬂT Online GTAT m Eﬁ Date:- li.ﬂz.zunuﬁﬂﬂim PM
s~ Y g v
4 | awre fhe aee 3 Ay vg ey Date:-  16.02.2024 upto 05.00 PM
o wft ot aumma W FrfuTES SAfg=
YUUTH TF R WSS
PR 318285 Drinking Water and Sanitation (23-24) D TS

PMGSY

Superintending Engineer, 4" Circle, HPPWD, Winterfield,

Shimla H.P., 171003

Himachal Pradesh Public Works Department
UNDER PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY-III)

P rem i

The Supenntending Enginecr, 4" Circie. HPPWD Shimia- 171003 on bahall of Governor Himachal Pradesh invites the
Percentage Rate bids in electronic lendering system for construction of roads under Prachan Maniri Gram Sadak Yojana-ll
in the distict of Shimla for the following package from the oligible contractors regstersd with HPPWOD/CPWOD/PAT,
Railwayslolher stale Govl /Central Govl agencies,

1. TO0

B Hame |Package | Mame of work Petod of Estimaiod cout Toial Bid
Mo | of Disit Mo comstruction in Rupeoas (in lacs) Cost in socurity

Wows I Cowiucion | Wamewe | R | |
part part {excheding { ) Rupees
{wrchisting G5T) mmgng {in lacs)

G5T) GST)

1 | Shimia | HP-0S- | Upgmosson o Jarnedghat | 54D Y [ Ra R T R
7 Dubiy road Km 00 W 1011.85 B4 56 lacs 1006 41 2193

MOT0ISEH: ROFD  Promdction [ lacs [l

wowks, Cross drainage works
Metaling and Twamng. Pover
Block, Vahape Jain, Paapos
Crach Bperies Road salaly, Km
Slone & dumping site Rd. 00 to
14070 Km. | Packaga No. HP-

Authortties.

Submission of Driginal Documents
The site for the work s avalable

whrrl'saiun

information redated to (e lender,

The undersigned has right 10 extend or

569T/HP

For turther dtails plaase log on to hittp:

Non-registered Didders may submil Dids, however, the successiul bidders must gel regisiersd in appropriale class with
appropriste authorities before signing the contracl.

Cost of form in Rupees 5000/ for Per Package (non-refundable) (Online)

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid documant i availablo onling and should bo submittod
onling in www.pmgsytenders.govin. The bidder would ba required o register in the web-silo which s free of cosl. For
submission of the bids, the bidder is required to have Cigital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Cerifying

Tha technical bids will ba openad In the office of Superintanding Enginoer, 4th Circle, HPPWD, Winterfield, Shimla
H.P., 171003 on 21.02.2024 at 1500 hours.

Nil

Last Date/ Time for receipt of blds through e-procurement: 21.02.2024 uptc 1400 Hours.

All the required materials like Coment/Steel/Bitumen/Explosive otc. shall be arranged by Contractor at his own lovel.
Also, the bidder is nol required o quote his rate for routine maintenance. The rales 10 be paid for routine mainienance are
indicated in the Bidding Document. Further, the payment for routine maintenance lo the contractor shall be regulsted based on
his performance of mainlenance activities as par e-Marg.

The bids for the work shall remain valid for scceptonce for o period nol loss than ninely doys afler e deadiine dote for bid

Bidders may bid for any one o- more of the works mentioned in the Table above. To qualify for a package of contracts made
up of this and other contracts for which bids are invited in the same NIT, the bidder must demonsirale having axperence and
resources sufficiont to moe! the aggregale of the qualifying criteria for the individual contracts.

Othat details can be sean in tha bidding documents. Tha Employer shall not he haid liable for any delays due to systam failure
beyond its control, Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be
liabde for any information not received by the bidder It is the bidder's responsibility to verify the website for the latest

fpmasylendershp.gov.in

cancel the bids without deciaring any reasons there-of,
Superintanding Enginear
4" Circle, HP.PW.D
Winterfield, Shimla-17 1003
Fax: 0177-2805067
Tal 0177-26853455
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fAer aodeiias! Aar 3T=ANeT

19, gfdar A5, GTEN-800001
PR.NO.-002204 (NiNi) 2023-24
frsmes Wo—07/2023 W 36/2023 (awE FFRYE B RAft= vei)
us), fer, ge @ sy A= shefs ofimo el 3§ e
sjeue @ Rea gal w T grgamd seaftial @) Fygia &g ReAams-
06.022024 @ anafora oflesn & uv-ua o RAT$-09.02.2024 A
11.02.2024 o 3rafial 9 Online Portal = aiafey ur fan s 2 |

Sa A et Rwga Rw-F3w w3 smafey Portal @1 fo® smamm
# Website- www.btsc.bih.nic.in @ umif¥m & amaf | snafea) &)
e & 6 s @ Website &7 e S Hav1 & 89T |
@ g www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar o # 2 w wadh &)

wara afea,
faer a0 Ja s, geA

PR- 17117 ( B & C ) 2023-24

Y1 ¥ WA g1 OB, T 9N W B

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (BUILDING)
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARRTMENT, NIRAMAN BHAWAN,
Plot No. 27-28, Arera Hills, BHOPAL
PHONE No. 0755-2559571 E-mail:-apdpiubhopal @ gmail.com
NIT No. 26 M2 VN Tender GNCEIRY BHOPAL DATE Myo1/24024
Online bids for 1he following worke are bnviled from reghsterad comracton and firma of repute fulfilling

u gist ulmll cnilena
S | Tender Portal |

MName of murk Dstriet | Probable | Eranest | Cost of Bid| Prried of

Moy, | ™, Ammvind | Mames | Decument | completion
Contraet  Degeanil i Hi) i bl il e
iR In (EMIY ke Raloy
lakhi (b K} S |
- ¥ | 5 1 Tt 1 =
| 1| 2004 PWHU_ [Comultancy for supervision snd| RAISEN | 00000 | 180000 | 12900 |34 Month i

LR AT |Omaligy combinl Servess  lor Moz
|Cooarocton of Ve ".J.IL.!‘JJ'I’ |
{eud Wigrwsae |h';l.l"t'h-".r o Haiwn
| 505 PWPIU_ |Comsiruction ©F Gowt. Higher| VIDISHIA | 117,92 | 113520 | 12%00 |12 Memih e
EXhaN 2 Sevomdary Sthool Al Chisws Hoaimy
ITJ."'.HL ﬂlll.i'.r rlrt'h.l- ‘u'i.|n|'l..4 s s
[ .:‘.\.-um-.l.t wil)
[0 | 2a_PWPIL_ [ZONAL TENDER FOR SMALL] VIDISHA | 10532 | 108230 | 12500 |12 Month iic|
iXaTe | (CONSTRUCTION WORK Haimy
[BALANCE WORK AND PG Bp——

[REPAIRING WORK UNDER
HHIRH T-VIIMSHA

I \ln detailv relating w the Bid Document (s) can hu.- vicwod :nd &vnuuuni frec of cost froen -.rw wehaine
huipz/'mptendeons.gov.in

+ Bad Docoment (v) can be purchased afier making online payment of portal fees through CreditDebivCash
Cardfinternct Banking

3} The Bid Document (v) can be parchased only oalime from 10020 (rime) MU0 004 (date) o
14022024 (duie ). Ceher key dates moy be seen in Bl Data Sheet

4 Amendment (¢) to NIT, if any. shall be published on webaile only. and not in newspaper

Sl
CHIEF ENGINEER (BUTLINING)
PV, BHOWPAL AMLP,

1730 (time)

G-1¥ald

Bihar Medical Services & Infrastructure Corporation Limited

(A Govt. of Bihar Undertaking)
7™ & 3" Floor, Swasthya Bhawan, Behind IGIMS, Sheikhpura, Patna-800014
RE-TENDER NOTICE
Re-tender for empanelment of agencies for supply of stationary

mlmmndm -BMSIC/1003 23/02
ough £ Tender on webiite I )

Bihar Medical Services and Infrastructure Eurpﬂrahun L:rmtt.-d (BMSICL) irvites E-Bids
from the interested agencies for “Re-tender for empanelment of agencles for supply of stationary”.
Detalled tender document containing eligibility criteria, selection mechanism, other terms and
conditions are available on the website https:/feproc2.bihar govin.
Tender Schedule

From 16/02/2024, 11:00 AM on
https://eproc2 bihar.gov.in,

e
2

hrps

'Bid Submission Start Date

'On 19/02/2024, 03:00 PM at Conference Hall of BMSICL,
Swasthya Bhawan, Behind IGIMS, Sheikhpura, Bihar,

Pre- Bid Meeting Date & Place

Patna
Bid Submission Last Date Up to 04/03/2024, 05:00 PM on
https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in
Last date and time for submission of | Up to 05/03/2024, 03:00 PM in the office of BMSICL,
EMD (Only in the form of BG) in hard Patna.

copy (Offline mode) & tender
documant

Opening of Technical Bid 05/03/2024, 03:30 PM on the e-proc? Portal

BMSICL reserves the right to amend or withdraw any of the terms and
conditions contained in the Tender document or to reject any or all tenders or annul the
tender process at any stage without giving any notice or assigning any reasons.

For further details please visit : www.state bihar.gov.in/prdbihar GM (Adl"l"lfﬂ)

PR- 017005 (B & C) 2023-24 BMSICL
991 9 994 1 & U 2 SUER, ¢ Wded IR gRaR 9 IR

Govl. of Bihar

BIHAR STATE IIISAS‘I'EII MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
SECTION |

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

|. Secretary, Bihar Stale Disasier Managemen! Authority, Patna invites RFP (Two Bid
System) on behall of Bihar State Disaster Management Authority (BSDMA) from an
Indian Registered Company undar Companies Act 1956 or 2013/Propriatorship or
Partnership Firm Located in Bihar for ‘Design, Preparation, Printing & Supply of Books
for (a) e Raray yeen srdan st @ fay gva-qRas1 Handbook for
Teachers : Chief Minister School Safety Programme v (b) W& faram geen
skwn : ara 4wl ® Al g &¥a-YRa®1/ Handbook for Child motivators : Chiaf
Minister School Salety Programme to Govi Schools of Bihar in all 38 districts

Il. Above mentioned books have lo be supplied lo all 38 districl headquarters of Bihar
after Design, preparation & printing

lil. Details of Work :

8L | Namae of work . Quantity | EMD Period of
(No. of (Rs. in work
books) lakh)
| e Ao gen e el & | 100000 | 400 45 days
fire Ew1—qfiraT / Handbook for Teachers : Chiet | (O 'akh) | - (Four
Minister School Safety mme & sach Lakh
) wreprE fraran e srwy - ad i) Only)
® W By wR-YRUWT / Handbook for Child
molivators | Chiel Minister School Safety Programme
V. SChEduIEr of Events
:;_ Event Dﬂcriptiom Timeline

1. | Date of Issue of
A.d\raﬂlsemam

2. | Date & time of
Purchase of RFP

06.02.2024

22.02.2024 up to 16.00 Hrs from the O/o BSDMA, Patna
Payment Mode Via Demand Draft in Name of Secretary,
| Bihar State Disaster Management Authority, Patna
23.02.2024 by 15.00 Hrs to “The Secretary, Secretary,
Bihar Stale Disaster Management Authority, Sardar Patel
_| Bhawan, Baily Road Patna.’
15.02.2024 at 15:00 Hrs al Bihar State Disaster
Management Authority, Sardar Patel Bhawan, Baily Road
| Patna
28.02.2024 by 15:00 Hrs in Olo Secretary, Secretary, Bihar
State Disaster Management Authority, Sardar Patel
| Bhawan, Baily Road Patna.”
To be announced later after Evaluation of Technical Bid

q | Last date & time for
submission of Bid

(4. | Pre Bid Meeting

5. | Time, Date of
opening of Technical
Bid

6. | Time, Date of
opening of Financial
 Bid .
Nole - (1) Interested bidders may obtain further information about this Notice Inviting RFP
from the office of the Secretary, Secrelary, Bihar Stale Disaster Management Authority,
Sardar Patel Bhawan, Neharu Path, Palna

Secrelary
Bihar State Disaster Management Authority

A www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar @ urer @ oy s 2
791 9 994 &1 ? U ﬁ YU, §¢ ¥Hdheq IR IREaR A UR|

PR. No. 017042 (Disaster) 2023-24

frega

Bid
Cost of
Name of the Work Bid Security Fee 8 Bidding | Period
[ | (BeLTRON | UM
Selection of Agency forln  -Situ
;ﬂmﬂ; of Sludgt; ;.l Septic As per
s of Community/Mobile applicable ' Rs Two
W | Tollets and Sewage through | R10.00.0007- | geyreon 10000/~ | Year
Bioremediation for Treatment of Fee.
all the Drains flowinginto  the
| rivers in the State of Bihar

IAppljc'.anlS may download the bidding documents from the eﬁl:}rocurermni portal

L]
L]

I ¢ Last date and time for receipt of Hard Copies: 29/02/2024 up to 03.00 PM
L]

Govt. of Bihar

Bihar Museum Society, Patna

(An Autonomous Organization Under the Department of Art, Culture and Youth,
Government of Bihar, Registered Under Societies Registration Act, 21, 1860)

Recruitment Cancellation Notice for engagement of Research associate in
Bihar Museum, Patna, Bihar on contract basis.

This is in reference of the recruitment advertisement No.—Pr. No.
014237 (Art & Culture) 2023-24 dated 28" December 2023 and Ad ID-
130127 dated 27" December 2023 which was for engagement of Research
associate for one year on Contract basis for a project on “Nomination of
Chhath Puja in the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage. The advertisement was published in News Paper and Website, is
hereby cancelled due to no candidates were found suitable as per essential
qualification. The fresh advertisement for the same shall be notified shortly.
This information is available on www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar also

(Ranbeer Singh Rajput)
Additional Director Admin (1/C)
Bihar Museum, Patna

PR. No. 017030 {Art & Culture) 2023-24
TemHa 8@ e faEr, g @ av gfRar)

AT i wfwgn wErAgy ga, #ofofdo, wEEEYR
FeqwTe - e e
qAlE- 611 /25TR0/TH-TH/24 faai®: 27.01.2024
HEMEH T599E 3090 1 WK A 090 = i faum & vo wel Aot F 9
gsitga Ffermmadl | §-2vefin & wem | 99 292 1@ w5 #g e anifa
F e £

& w1 W AN w1 # | g | ww | Bfam | 2@En
# Fwniaa | wAatw | gl PLE L]
WA | (FTe (W Wt W wen | i
( vre L3 et L w1 sl
% H) %) MuaA.
wiea
(%)
l 2 a 4 5 & 7
1 | md 2023-24 | T v o] 120000 | 2400 |23 | 274 7w
qATEeTr aEmeEs g (e e At
W) 3 i v e

faz Trra= a2 hitp:/etender.up.nic.in W BAF 09.02.2024 11 i
17.02.2024 7% 96y # o FF feiF 17.02.2024 F1 3987 12.00 99 TF ATATE
f&a o awa 1 Towt ot fae At 17.02.2024 AW 12,30 T3 =iel
st ffam | wafaa afes s 39ae hip:/etender.up.nic.in W
T £

(T 1w ( Wotdto fiw)
Fferowedt s et wiva=
wr=a wus, dofofao werAg g, atofFofao
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LIPID-202497 Dute 07022024
WOWW_LPEOY _MIC.in

LUCKNOW MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

T.N. Road, Lalbagh, Lucknow - 226001 (U.P.)
Website : www.Imc.up.nic.in
Ref, No.:D/97B/AMC/EE/23 Dated : D8/02/2024
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Expression of interest are invited by Lucknow Municipal Corporation from Experienced and
technically qualified Private entities or Navratna PSUs for setting up of mixed waste
processing & disposal facility of 2000 TPD Capacity in Lucknow on Design, Build, Finance,
Own, Operate and Transfer (DBFOOT) basis based on sustainable advance Zero Residue
Green Technology along with scientific disposal of 100% inert generated from processing of
Municipal Solid Waste. Interested firms are required to process the Municipal Solid Waste
generated in Lucknow City and has to develop waste to energy plant, bio-methanisation,
composting, torrefication, or any suitable proven Zero Residue Green Technology that are
easy to maintain and in line with the applicable laws & regulations for processing the mixed
MSW and RDF including Construction of modem Scientific Sanitary Landfill for inert
disposal and Construction of Leachate treatment plant and other treatment facilities.
During the time of installation of plant, agency has to process the dally coming waste
through traditional as well as scientific manner. The EOl documents and other terms and
conditions can be downloaded from the UP Gavernment E tender portal and the EOl hasto be
submitted through NIC e-tender website i.e. https://etender.up.nic.in and in per below
giventime Schedule:

EOI Upload & Download 10/02/2024 11:00 AM
Last date of query Submission 16/02/2024, 04:00 PM
Date and Place of Pre EOI 17/02/2024 ,01:00 PM, LMC, Seminar Hall,
Submission Meeting Triloknath Marg, Lalbagh, Lucknow
Last date of Submission of EOI 23/02/2024, 04:00 PM
Last date of Hard Copy Submission | 24/02/2024, 04:00 PM
Opening date of EOI 24/02/2024 Time: 5:00 PM
Cost of EOI Document Rs 50,000.00/-
Sanjeev Pradhan
Contact Detalls Enm“:;f:.:im::::l:‘grj:rﬁ;ﬂgmail com
Mobile No. : 7906928959

Additional Municipal Commissioner

NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR -

Selection of Agency for In-Situ Treatment of Sludge of
Septic Tanks of Community/Mobile Toilets and Sewage through Bioremediation for
Treatment of the Drains flowing into the Rivers in the State of Bihar

# Urban Development and Housing Department, Govi. of Bihar
S 1" Floor, Vikas Bhawan, New Secretariat, Patna - 800015

b v (Tel - 0612-2215880, Email -urbansec-bih@nic.in)

RFP No.-BGCMS/ 2024 /Bioremediation/ 01-37

1. Project Officer-cum-Additional Director, UDEHD on behalf of Principal
Secretary, Urban Development & Housing Department. Govt. of Bihar, invites
proposal for Selection of Agency for In-Situ Treatment of Sludge of Septic Tanks
of Community/Mobile Toilets and Sewage through Bioremediation for
Treatment of all the Drains flowing into the riversin the State of Bihar.

2. UDE&HD, Bihar, invites Bids under Single Stage two-envelope system - Technical
and Financial Bid, from reputed and expernienced agencies for Bioremediation
work as per works detailed in the table below. Bidding will be conducted through
National Competitive Bidding and is open to all eligible bidders. Bids will be
received through Bihar Govt. portal www.eproc2 bihar gov.in.

A d

www.eprocl.bihar.gov.in

» Last date to receive Pre-Proposal Queries: 13/02/2024 up to 06:00 PM
Date of Pre- Proposal Meeting. 15/02/2024 at 03.00 PM.
Last date and time of receipt (Upload) of Bids: 28/02/2024 up to 06:00 PM

Time and date of opening Technical Bids: 29/02/2024 at 04:00 PM.
» Time and date of opening of Financial Bids: (To be communicated later),
For further details please vis't - www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar  Project Officer-cum-Additional Director
PR- 017049 (Urban) 2023-24 UD&HD, Bihar,

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (ROADS), PUBLIC WORKS
ROADS DEPARTMENT, ASSAM, GUWAHATI-03
EV/MMNPPNA/402/2023-24/06

PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER(RE-BID)

The Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD, Assam, Chandman, Guwahati-3 invites Bids on behalf of]
Governor of Assam for 1 (One) no. of Package for Construction of Roads and Bridge projects under
MMNPPNA for the vear 2023-24 in Sivasagar District of Assam amounting to Rs10.14 Crores
(approx.) including GST etc. from approved & chigible Contractors registered with PWRD, Assam.

Details may be seen from 10.02.2024 at website www.assamtenders.gov.in. Amendment /Addendum
to the SBD, if any, and further notifications shall appear in this website and also at the office of the

No. CE/D

undersigned during office hours, The contractonbidder must be registered with the Electronic Tendenng
System (ETS) of PWRD, Assam website www.assamtenders.gov.in.

The schemes are not vet sanctioned by the competent authonty, In the event of non -
of the schemes, the bids may be cancelled and no claim what so ever on this account shall be entertained

sanction

from the bidders.
Note: = N.L.T Value is inclusive of GST (12%s), Labour cess (19%) etc.

Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD,

JANASANYOG/CF/5411239-FEB-24 Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3,

thana Varthana Finance Private Limited
: (Formerly known as M/s. Thirumeni Finance Private Ltd.,)

Htghtmd Office at : No. 5 BC-110, Varasiddhi. 3rd Floor, Outer Ring Road, Service Road, 3rd Block, HRBR Layout,
Kalyan Nagar, Bangalore-560043, Website www.varthana.com, Email: care@varthana.com, Phone : 080-68455777.
Branch Office : Unﬂ no. 3, Ground Floor, Pearls Omaxe Tower, Plot B 1, Netaji Subhash Place, Pitampura, Delhi - 110034,

DEMAND NOTICE

Notice under Section 13(2) & (3) of The Securitisation And Reconstruction Of Financial Assets And Enforcement Of Security
InterastAct, 2002.

We hereby serve upon you this nolice, the contents wheneol you may kindly nole: Thal you the Borrower along with Co-applicantsMorigagors
have aporoached and requesied for grant of the credil faclity from M's Varthana Finance Private Lid. (hereinafior referred 1o as “Company”)
{Formery known as Theumen: Finance Private Lemded), This Demand Notice issued on 22.01. 2024, the condents of which are being published
herewith as per Sec 13(2) of the Adl Riw Rule 1) of the Secunty Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, by way of alemative servce upon the
Borrowet! Co-Applcants' Morigagor No. 2 for serce of nolice, since nobices could nol be served on the given addresses. Al your request and
instance, we granted you the folowing credd! faclibes (hersinafier collecively refermed to as "credd lacllly”). The detalls are menboned below

Loan Account No: S19DEL-DEL-008205, U21DEL-DEL-01TE7, U22DEL-DEL- 020026 and U2IDEL023219. Sanctioned loan amount
Rs.61,76.787)-, Rs. 11,63 908/ Rs.5,50 000/ and Rs. 39,80 418 Total Liabdity as on 22-01-2024: Rs.1,12,03,022/-(Wih Contractual Rale Of
intérest), Name & Addreas ol Bomowsr, Co-Applcants & Morgagors :1. M's. Nav Chetna SR. S5EC School, Represeniad by its Authonred
Signatory, Village Badhra, Distt Bhiwani, Haryana - 127308 2. Mis. Mav Chaetna Shiksha Samiti, Represanied by s Authorized Signatory,
Village Badhva, Distt Bhvwan, Hanyana - 127308, 3. Mrs. Beermati, Wio. Rajender Kumar, H No 258, Badhra Vilage, Bhiwani, Haryana -
127308 4. Mr. Rajender Kumar, S/o. Bal Kishan, H. No. 258 Badhra Vilage, Bhwwans, Haryana - 127308

That you avaded of the above mentioned credil Bacities from time to Bme and utiized he amount and Further, while avalfing the financial
assisiancs you have given an undertaking for repayment of the saxd financial assistance in larms of the said agraements)documentsis) You
hares also created a mongage by way of Deposit of Titke Deeds! Registened Morigages creating secunty mterest in Lavor of the Company whach is
more fully descrited m below Schedule

That you continued 10 enoy the aboves credit faciily, however, you became imegular and Eaded to maintan the financial discipline, despite our
repeatad request and reminders from the officers of the Company you have faled and neglected to mpay the sald duss/ cutstanding labilties
The aperation of and conduct of the above sad oredt faclity has become imegular and the debl has been dassified as Non-Performing assets
(NPA) in accordance with directives! guidelimas relating 10 asse! classifications issued bry the Reserve Bark of India consequent 10 the delault
commitied by you in repayment of principal debt and inlerest hereon accordingly Loan Account has been classhied as Non -Performing Asset
on 14.01.2024. and hereby recall the said loan / credit faclity and call upon you to pay the enfire cutstanding balance logether with nienes! and &l
sums payable by you under the said Agreement

On account of defauits commtied by you, you are pintly & severally lable 10 pay lo us the iofal oulstandng dues of 22-01-2024: Rs.1,12,03,022-
with agreed contractual rate of inferesd, untd the dale of paymend, kogether with nodental expenses, oos! and other charges, thereon

Under the orcumstances. we hirelry call upon you lo repay the above said enlire dues of Rs.1,12.03,022- ((Rupees One Crore Twelve Lakh
Three Thousand Twenty Two Only)) as on 22-01-2024 fogether with future interest from 20 Jenuary, 2024 &t confractual rate plus legal
costs/charges thereon within 50 { Sixty) days bom the dale of this notice I you fail 1o repay io the Company the aloresaid sum with further inlsres
and incidental expenses, cost as stated above n ferms of this notice UiSec. 13(2) of the Acl, the Company wil exercse all or any of the nghis
delalad under Sub-Section (4) ol Section 11 and under other applicable provisions of the said A2

You are also put on notice that in terms of Sub-section (13) of Section 11 you shall not iransfer by sale, lease of otherwise the said secured assely
ditailed below without obtaining wnitten consant of the Company

Thits notica bs without prejudics 1o the Company's right o inliiate such other actions or lagal procaedings, as it deems necassary under any othar
applicable provisions of Law i recover is lagilimate duss

H you have ary representalions o ba mace in responss 1o this, plaase mark the sama 1o the Authorized Officer, M's Varthana Finance P Lid
Varasiddhi, S5BC-110, Jrd Fioor, Sansen Raad, 3rd Biock, HRBR Layout, Bangaiors- 560043

Description of the immavabie Property (Secured Asset): All nat piece and parced of the property baanng Admaasunng Area 13 kanal ( marde
Partof 119240 Out of 26 Kanal 5 Marte Khasra No. 62//1272 {0-16], 182(3-17), 19(8-0). 201{0-16), 21/2(0-16), 22(6-0). 231 (4-0) Khewat No 85
Khatoni No §7 Property Stuated at Village-Badhra. Tehsi Badhra, District Dadr and bounded as under East By: Agn Land West By. Agr Land
North By Dhighawa Road Sauth By: Agn land

Date : 09-02-2024, Place : Delhi, Authorised Officer - Varthana Finance Private Limited,

Jharkhand Bijli Vitran Nigam Limited
(CIN: U40108JH20135GC001702)

0O/o General Manager cum Chief Engineer, Ranchi Electric Supply Area
Kusai Colony, Doranda, Ranchi- 834002
Phone No. 0651-2490550 Fax No. 0651-2490670 E mail ID :- gm_rncjseb@yahoo.in

e-Tender Notice

Online tenders are invited from manufacturers’ authonized dealers’ supplier firms authorized by
principal manufacturer for supply of under mentioned ADP Head materials

. . : CoR IO |
L .:'!] Name of matenal Limil Chuantily ['“['F:"Tm J:':IH { Nowy-
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All onhine tenders should be submutied online on www. jharkhandtenders.gov.in
|“H}RT'\\ l— '\{ HE IH,JI X 'l}f "' ATES
l 1 | .-‘h;:u!ahlhh of In]d-cr dm:urm:nt an \‘-Cbﬁﬂl.. Irum (i {F: :II‘-l to J'HP:IUH ur.-t.u.l"-’.lii.'.luln-
] Last datc and time for submitting o tender || | From 08022024 w0 28.02.2024 upto 17.00 Hrs |
i : Last date and time of receipt of bid documents (Online) | 28.02 2024 uplo | 7000 Hrs
Date and time of opening of tender { Techno
Commercial Cover) i.e Cover-l

4 29022024 Ar 300 PM

Cudelines for online submission ofbids can be downloaded from the website bitp:/fiharkhandtenders gov.in
Interested bidders can download the bad from the website ip:/fharkhandienders gov.in

Bidders have 1o upload the online transaction slip if generated or SSINSIC/MSME registration centificate towards
Tender Fee & EMD as mentioned in NIT on or betore the cutofT date & time as mentioned in the NIT failing which bid
will not be accepled. The details of cost of documents, EMD specilied in the tender documenits should be the same as
submitted online (scanned copies ol online transaction slip) otherwise tender will summarily be rejected.

I. Tender Nohoe 15 also avmlabie on our website . www juvnl.m

2. Forany clarification please contact (0651-2490550 /9431135609 9514218634,

e

wfta vd wefto 4 wwl wud | gom awh Sd/-
fhwmal & 2Ta @) S0 1800 345 6570 WY Tul &yHl General .\Ilnlger-(‘um-('hlﬂ Engincer
PR 318334 Jharkhand Bijlee Vitran Nigam Ltd(23-24).D ESA, Ranchi
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T Balimer Lalbie s Co Ltd |

(A Governmant of India Enterprisea)
Office: 21, M. 5. Road, Kolkata - 700 001

Phone : 033 - zz:zsm-m- com

CIN : L1mmmmwm WA C0m

TENDER NOTICE FOR LABOUR LAW COMPLIANCE AUDIT
Baimer Lawrle inviles online bida from axparienced bidders for Labour Lew
Complimnce Apdit Interestod bidders o downicad londor from abovo wobsiio
Last date for submission is 29.02.2024. Any amendment / corrigandum to be
| hosted on the Company’s website. )
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.. Prayagraj Nagar Nigam
&y . (v gl
T e 1, Sarojini, Naidu Marg, AU &

A LS
Pravagraj- 211001 Uttar Pradesh —
E-TENDER NOTICE
Nit No/97 ENV024 Phaie: #7.02.3024

This (s b it o all prospective bedders Raving te regqeined qualification mentioned
the BFP doscu ment that Municipal i wporstion Pravagrey invites Rajuewt for I'rl:quu! {RF™)
for Selection of Implementation Agency for Mobile Application based Facial Recognition
Attendance Syviem for Prayvagr) Mo pal Corporation

Schedule For Tender
5. No. Activity [ Dhate Time
I [ Tender Document Availability (8.02.2024 14,060 hirs onwands
2 (Last date of Bid submission 01.03.2024 up o 15:00 hirs
3 Technical Bid opening Date 01032023 | 16:00 hrs onwands

For more details, please visit the website ai htlpawwselendenupanic.in
Selte

Uttam Kumur Yerma
Environment Engineer
Pravagraj Nagar Nigam

M.P. POWER GENERATING CO. LTD.

(CIN No. : U40109MP2001SGC014882)

Office of The Executive Director (Prg); Shed No. 1 & 2,
Rampur, Jabalpur (M.P.), Pin-482008, INDIA

o i Jon

ExocutnEnginee (Goortn)

Diate: 07022024

E-Mall : prgatps660mw & gmail.com, Ph. : 0761-2825650
DOMESTIC COMPETETIVE BIDDING

Ref. : Tender Re! No.07-01/ATPS/St-IV/Unit#&/PRG
Tender ID: 2023 MPPGC 311686 1
INTIMATION OF UPLOADING; EPC TENDER FOR
INSTALLATION OF
1X660 MW ULTRA-SUPERCRITICAL UNIT AT ATPS
CHACHAI VILL. DISTRICT: ANUPPUR; M.P.

M.P. Power Generating Co. Lid. have uploaded tender
inviting E-Bids for Design, Engineering, Supply, Civil
Works, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of 1X660 MW
Ultra-supercritical Thermal Power Unit, on EPC Tumkey
basis, al Amarkantak Thermal Power Station, Chachal;
Distt. Anuppur. The detfailled NIT & Bidding Documents
are already available for sale on the e tendering website
www.mptenders.gov.in from 02.02.2024 with last date of
Bid submission and date of opening 15.04.24 and 18.04.24,

respectively. /I SAVE ELECTRICITY &

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY™

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICAT IIIH

M P. Madhyam/113658/2024  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (PRG)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr.PC.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Rehman @ Kausar, R/o H.No. 1110, E-Block, JJ Colony,
Bawana, Delhi has commtted (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in Case FIR No. 520/2017, dated
30.06.2017, U/S 307 IPC, PS Narela, Delhi and it has been
retumed to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Rehman @ Kausar can not be found and whereas
it has been shown lo my satisfaction that the said accused
Rehman @ Kausar has absconded (or is concealing himself
to avold the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the sad accused Rehman
@ Kausar of FIR No. 520/2017, dated 30.06.2017, U/S 307
IPC, PS Narela, Deihi is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complainl on or before 25 04 2024

By Order
Sushil Kumar
Additional Sessions Judge-04 (North Distirct)

Room No. 206, 2nd Floor, Rohini Courts, Delhi
DPM51/ON/2024
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HIGH COURT OF DELHI, AT NEW DELHI
DESPATCH BRANCH
Last dale of submission of tender: 12.03.2024

07620

Link for TAC {dhe nic n)
Ne 4580/x Dispalch/DHC

Dated 07/02/2024
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
FOR COURIER SERVICES

Sealed fenders are invited, as per Perdorma attached 1o the terms &
condition enclosed herewith, from reputed firms, companies or other
Body Corporate in the field of courier services for awarding of contract
for Courler Services for delivery of letters, nolices/summaon, parcel elc
dispatched from High Count of Dalhi to every nook and comer of the
country and outside India

Preferance will be given to the Courler services having features such as
securty, speed, tracking, speciaiized and individualized service, committed
delivery time and large network throughout the country, including remaote
areas as wel as adequate amangement for services oulsice India

Inferested paries may send their sealed lender in two separate sealed
envelopes, one for submitting the tender and another containing Eamest
Money, on each envelope supersaribing (1) Tender for Courier Services
and (il) Earnest Money for Courier Services addressed lo the Registrar
(R&D) so as to reach on or before 12.03.2024 up to 5 p.m which will be
ppened al 12.30 p.m on the nexi working day i.e. 13.03.2024 in the
chamber of Registrar General first floor A-Block for the purpose before
the tenderers or their authorized representatives who may wish to remain
present al the opening of the tender. The tenders received afler due date
andfor time and/or without Eamest Money shall not be entertained
- Sdi.
Registrar (R&D)
Room MNo.101, first floor,

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: "UJWAL", Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-243008,

Tolephones.: 0135-2763808, Fax- 0135- 2763508,

CIN No. U40101UR20015GC025868, Website: www.ujvnlcom
N 198 Tenders Time Extension Notice-1 (40 08022024
Due lo unavoidable circumstiances the date of submission and opening of
foliowing tender Invited by the office of the Executive Engineer (Gen.),
MB-II, Chinyalisaur (Uttarkashi) is hereby extended as follows-
Tender No: 35/EE(Gen.)yMB-1/2023-24
Name of Work: Routine maintenance work of LT and Switchyard at MB-1/,
Dharasu Power House.
Last date of submission of tender: - 14.02 2024 up 1015:30 Hrs.
Date of opening of tender- - 17.02 2024 up to11:00 Hrs
For fuller & further detalls, kindly visit our wabsile. The tender documents
can be down'oaded from the Nigam's wobsite "www.ujvnl.com

S CESC

-IITIH

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

An e-tender is invited by Executive Director, Power Marketing,
CESC Ltd on 08.02,2024, having registered office at CESC
House, Chowringhee Square, Kolkata-700001 for purchase
of power on Short Term basis from May, 2024 to June, 2024
as per Ministry of Power (MOP), GOI guidelines dated
30.03.2016 and amendments thereof. Request for Proposal
(RFP) is available on www.mstcecommerce.com and
www.cesc.co.in. The bids are to be submitted electronically
through DEEP Portal of MSTC.

i
-1

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
*’ PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TASHILING SECRETARIAT, GANGTOK-737101
0. Gow/PDIVSI-WBPOTPMC&TSA/2023/11 Dated: 09 February 2024

NOTICE INVITING ¢ PROPOSALS

The Planning & Development Department, Government of
Sikkim invites clectronic from consultancy firms for
the following consultancy services: Technical Support (TSAs)
for five Departments to support Government of Sikkim in
'Sikkim: Integrated Service Provision and Innovation for
Reviving Economics (INSPIRES)' programme. For further
details, kindly visit J//sikkimtender.gov.i

Is, kindly visit hitps://sikkimtender.gov.in .

RO No.:359/IPR/Pub/Classi23-24
Planning & Development Department

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: "UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M_8. Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2T63508
CIN No.U40101UR20018GC025866, Webslte-www.ujvnl.com

Letter No:202 Tender Notice Date: 08/02/2024

Office of the Executive Engineer (Generation) Chibro Power House,
Chibro, Invites sealed tenders from inlerested parties. Brie! summary of
tender is given below::

Tender No. 25/EE(G)/CPH/2023-24

Name of work/supply/services:"Hiring of Non AC vehicie with round
O’ clock driver for emergency duty of Chibro Power House".

Tender No. 2T/EE(G)CPH/I2023-24

Name of work/supply/services:"Comprehensive Annual Maintenance
Contract of Ventilation system at Chibro Power House".

Estimated cost: Rs. 6,18,731/- GST Extra & 24,84 000/- GST Extra

Date of availability of tender on website: 07-02-2024 from 10:00 Hrs.
Last date for submission of bids on website: 28-02-2024 up to 14:00 Hrs
For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents
can be downloaded from the Nigam's websile www.ujvnl.com

EE(G),Chibro

General public 's hereby informed thatan |
unidentified person namely Vasudha, D/o
Vade Prakash, Rlo A-89/80, Jivodaya
Ashram, Shiv Vihar, Vikas Nagar, Mohan
Garden, De'hi, died during treatment at
Jivodaya Hospital, Ashok Vihar, Delhi on
28.01.2024. The dead body has been
preserved at BJAM Hospital mortuary. In
this regard DD No. 36A, U/s 174 Cr.P.C.,
dated 28.01.2024, has been registered
atP.S. AshokVihar, Deihi.

The description of the UIDB is as under:
Sex: Female, Age: About 83 years, Height: 54", Compexion:
Wheatish, Face: Long, Built: Normal, Wearing: Suitand salwar.
If anyone has any information about this UIDB, kindly inform the
SHO/Ashok Vihar, Delhi. SHO

P.S. Ashok Vihar, Delhi
Ph. No.: 8750870221
E-mall: sho-ashokvhr-dl @nic.in

DP/1596/NW/2024

MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka undertaking)
Corporate Office, "MESCOM BHAVANA", Bejai, Mangalore - 575 004
Ph: 0824-2885795 CIN: U40109 KA 2002 SGC 030425
| No.E-B9205/E 56103/I76562/76578/2024 Date: 08.02.2024

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT PORTAL ONLY)

MESCOM invites Short Term tenders for Manufacture & Supply of
following matenals:

Tender I"j 0.

 Name of the Material proposed for Procurement ﬂuantil:!r_

MESCOM/2023-24/
INDOOS7

MESCOM/2023-24]
INDOOSS

MESCOM/2023-24/
IND0O59

Ultra Sound partial discharge
delector

Leaky insulator detector

2 Nos

2 Nos

Non-Contact Voltage deteclor 50 Nos

LOT-1: 11KV 242KVAR Capacitor
Units for Mangaluru Zone

LOT-2: 11KV 242 KVAR Capacitor
Units for Shivamogga Zone

The inlerested ellgible bidders may
www.kppp.kamataka.gov.inon or after 09.02.2024.
Further, the paper nolification No E-89205/|/75485/2024 daled
31.01.2024 stands cancelled

400 Nos
MESCOM2023-24/

INDOO52

400 Nos

log on o

Sd/-, Superintending Engineer (Ele) (Procurement)

For Power Related Complaints & Assistance Cal| Toll Free Number 1912

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P. C.
Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Nitesh Aggarwal S/o Kunj Bihari Aggarwal
Rio H.No.4477, 2nd floor Roshanpura Nai Sarak Delhi, have
commifted (or is suspecled to have committed) the offence
under FIR. No. 775/14 U/s 406/34 IPC., has been registered at
P.S. Karol Bagh, Delhi and it has been retumed to a warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the said, Nitesh Aggarwal cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said, Nitesh Aggarwal has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Nitesh
Aggarwal of FIR. No. 775/14 U/s 406/34 IPC., Registred at
P.S: Karol Bagh, Delhi is required to appear before this court to
answer the sad complaint on or before 04.03.2024. By Order

Shipra Dhankar, MM,

DP/1318/CD/2024  Room No 180, 18t Fioor, Tis Hazan Courts, Delhi

A-Block, Delhi High Court, New Delhi.

Soban Singh Jeena Government Institute of

Medical Science & Research Almora
Near Vikas Bhawan, Pandeykhola, Almora, Distt-Almora-263601 (Uttarakhand)
e-mail - principal. gmcalmorafigmail.com,
Webslte - hitp:/’www.ss)gimsralmora.org & Mob. No. +91 3412410759
GETIN: DSAAAGSZ208981ZA  PAN: AAAGS29638 TAN: MRTS16286E
Latar No..-65 GMCAG-1/2022-23/ Almora Date:- 08% Fabruary, 202¢

Walk-In-Interview

"Walk In interview® agains! vacant post of "Senlor Reslident & Junlor
Resident” posts) as per Departnental requirement of Soban Soban Singh
Jeena Govemment Institute of Medical Science & Research Aimora on 01
year contractual basis will ba heid from dated 12ih February, 2024 (Monday) at
10:00 AM dally (except public holidays) "Office of the Principal, Soban
Soban Singh Jeena Government Institute of Medical Science &
Research Almora, Near Vikas Bhawan, Pandeykhola, Aimora, DistL-
Almora, Uttarakhand-2635601",
Salary: Senior Resident - Rs. 90,350/- pm

Junior Resident - Rs. 76,600/- pm
1-Qualification & Age - As par NMC norms.
2-Raservation- As per Rule of Uttarekhand Govt.

Principal

§8J Govt. IMSER Almora
Almora

The Brihanmumbai Electrie
Supply & Transport Undertaking
(OF THE BRIHANMUMBAI MAHANAGARPALIKA)
TENDER NOTICE
E-tender is invited for the supply of following item.
(1) 77912- Purchase of new fully built cash van and delivery
van with CNG engine.
Re - invited e-tenders
(2) 78013, (3) 77795, (4) 78030, (5) 78006.

Note: For more details, log on to
website https://mahatenders.gov.in

PRO/AAM(M)/141/2024 GENERAL MANAGER

HIMACHAL PRADESH
STATE ELECTRONICS DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION LIMITED

Ist & Ground Floor, L'T. Bhawan, Mehll, Shimla -171 013

Tel No. 0177-2623259 2621513, 2626320, 2623513 2623043,

FAX:0177-2626320 Website: www. hpsede.in

Nog SEDC/PCB-Microscope/ 2k 24- Daie: 08-02-2024

E-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tenders are invited from eligible bidders for Rate Contract for Stereo foom

Microscope with Colowr Digital Camera sttachment and Computer System. Pre-
Bid meeting will be held on 15022024 (11:MAM) through Video
Conferencing.

Last date for online e-bid submission is 06/M3/2024 (upto 02:30 PM) and shall
be opened on 0TAN2024 al 2:30 PM. Detailed Tender Document contnining
Technical Specifications and Terms & Conditions are available on HPSEDC

wibsite www.hpsedean and hitps/hpteaders.gov.in.

12IWHP General Manager { Technical )

MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED
(Governmenl of Karnalaka undertaking)
Corporate Office, MESCOM Bhavana, Bejai, Mangaluru-575 004
Phone: 0824-2885795 CIN: U40109 KA 2002 SGC 030425
No. E- 100976/V/76479/2024 Date: 07.02.2024

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT PORTAL ONLY)

MESCOM invites Short term ftender for Opening Retall Outiets in MESCOM
jurisdiction for following on Rate Contract Basis for a period of ONE Year mdendable
for one more yaar on need basis:

&

—

Tender No Parficulars Quantity
MESCOM/2023-24/ | Sale of LT Three Phase CT Operated ETV Energy m
INDOOGO Meters 2s por technical specifications o e
The interested bidders may log on to www.kppp.karnataka.govin on or after

09.02.2024.
§d/- Superintending Engineer (Ele.) (Proc.)

For Power Relaled Complainis and Assistance Call Toll Free Number 1912

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

A tribute to Brave Hearts
09th February

SiiExeDNP CT/GD SLIFWE

CT/GD CT/GD
SINGH NAVNATH  MALLIKARJUN DINESH
BIOM BIOM BIOM SINGH
KIRANDUL KIRANDUL KIRANDUL BIOM
09-02-2006 09-02-2006 09-02-2006 KIRANDUL
09-02-2006

CT/GD J.N.

CT/GD R.K. CT/GDU.P. CT/GD R. K.
MISHRA YADAV SHUKLA TIWARI
BIOM BIOM BlOM BIOM
KIRANDUL KIRANDUL KIRANDUL KIRANDUL
08-02-2008 09-02-2006 09-02-2006 08-02-2006

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of these
brave-hearts. On this day, they laid down their lives at the
altar of duty while fighting with LWE outfits at Dantewada
(Chhattisgarh). Their Courage and bravery would remain an
abiding source of inspiration for the force. The force will
remain eternally indebted to them for their noblest deeds.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complant has been made before me that accused
person namely Vinay @ Ali, S/o. Sh. Mukesh @ Shajnawaj,
Rlo. Gali No. 7, Sonia Vihar, Delhi, Also at: Gaushala Mohalla,
Hamirpur, UP, has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case Cr. Case 1804/2019, FIR
No.214/2019 U/s 380/457/411 IPC registered at P.S. Lohon
Gate, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there
upon issued thal the said Vinay @ Ali cannol be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
Vinay @ Ali has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made
that the said Vinay @ Ali accused of Cr. Case 1804/2019, FIR
No.214/2019 U/s 380/457/411 IPC PS. Lohor Gate, Delhi s
required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 30.05.2024 By Ord

Sh. Mayank Agarwal
Metropolitan Magistrate-09,
Central, Room No. 286, 2nd Floor,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/1417/N/2024

NOTICE INVITING
E-TENDER, Short Term
E-tender No. ETC/MU/
T-50/2023-24 1s invited for
Operation and Maintenance
of different primary Sub-stations under

-~

o

i W

the  jurisdiction  of  Electricity
lransmission Circle, Muzaffarnagar.
E-tender 18 being uploaded on

www.etenderaup.nicin. EMD cost Rs
2000000.00 Cost  of tender
documents including GST : Rs. 2950/-

Lacs

Scheduled date & tume of submission of)

i—ﬁﬁmmm{ggga—z_q
WIFYE YRYY q9Sd TR

FPFRTES

1. Aeusrell §-Fifar fa- deui-26 / Rosiounosio / JMT /2023

bid : Up to 21.02.2024 by 17:00 Hrs,,
Scheduled date and ume of opening of
Part-1 : 22.02.2024 a1 12:00 Hrs. Short
Term E-tender No. ETC/MU/T-512023-24

24:— e URev ¥vgw, TN @ Sl R Rge v @ reda
A IRV o1l | TG A 24 18, ERYER GFRITY W0 8,20,000.00, FifAET
o4 W0 10000+1800 =11800 00, Afee ey 23022024 | 2 FYSHIET §-

is invited for Maintenance of different
voltage Transmission Lines under the
jurisdiction of Electncity Transmission
Circle, Muzaffarnagar. E-tender is being

Fifaer e awar—27 / Rosiounyo / A1 /2023 24—
qUEH, 7Y B awrra A= Ry euawt @ armedn aiffte s o |
WY Jafey 24 W18, GUEY G W0 6,40,000.00, AT F=w w0 10000+1800
=11800.00, ¥fs Y 23022024 | 3. IEaHIA § e Yun wE-

uploaded on www.etender.up.nic.in.
EMD cost Rs, 400000.00, Cost of wender
documents including GST : Rs. 2950/
Scheduled date & ume of submission of]
bid : Up to 21.02.2024 by 17:00 Hrs,

faeger qrwor

28 / fA0sII0910%0 / SATIRT / 2023 —24:— 220 %040 IUa-=% oG W
(1x10) vHodlogoao ®fiftey da-Fdy & i A =g sy
fmtor @ | w9 rafey 02 e, SRIER g W0 36,000.00, FAfdET o wo
2000+360-2360.00, ¥ Ry 22022024 PRT @ e R,
Reardey gfgewr g @ g § 2w & dgune
hitp://etender.up.nic.in TR I9aa B, Rra®! IquEe @ 7eH | IRAAS
far o wwar 81 ¥& @ar s afes (GYg) smr AIC Noo-
30065294923, IFSC Code-SBIN0005717 Payable at S.B.I. Foundry Nagar

(Agra). seflgor afg=m, Riga wFug aRwer Hvea,

grafies suRE oo, 220 dodlo s sy s "o
faa ¥ faorel 791l * vai®:91—Rownogiosiosno / Fifder wveies /0602 2024

Scheduled date and ume of opening of]
Part-l : 22022024 at 12:00 Hrs. For
Detarled  nformauon, please
website www.elenderap.nic.in for any
corrections/amendments’ modifications
extensions till the dawe of submussion of]
tender and thereafier. (Nikhil Kumar)
Superintending Engineer Electricity
Transmission Circle Muzaffarnagar “Save
Electricity in the interest of the Nation™
qH® / No. 208 / fouoso
(E1C)/  FARMZN)/  Reiw/
DATED 08.02.2024

Visil

JON0 HIdR

@ mmﬁaiﬂnb

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER, Gwalior Municipal Corporation

No.-/PIU/2024 (NIT) Date : 07/02/2024
Gwalior Municipal Corporation, Gwalior invites online for the following work: %% 10 55w 83, R o7-02-20M
i E-‘l:u:n Tender Name Fniﬂl“ {EF:I.'; -Fr Period of Dunl:- &
' Contract (Rs.) ' (Rs.) '
it |2024_UAD_| Providing and of Paver Block 06/02/24,
124 0AD_ | Providia v (LSS 175000 M| 09 WL
Upmanyu Park and Manshapurn o
Hanuman Ji Mandir, Gwalior in 15 07/03/24,
FC. File mo. 36/24/3/6 5:30 Pm
Full detail of the above tenders can be seen on www.mptenders.gov.in Amendments to NIT, if any shall be
published on website only. Nodal Officer (PIU) Gwalior Municipal Corporation
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8 ¢ wmm‘gqn
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

partners’ interests inyour
affairs as best you can.

already be aware of
undercurrents that are bound

to produce further upheavals.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

Time is on your side,
so by allmeans keep
lines of
communication

open and continue tryingto

negotiate terms. After next
weelend, the balance of

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Youwill prabably
be unaware of the
stresstul patterns

@ sent yourway by

the Moon and Pluto: This does
not change the fact that, one

CROSSWORD 5283 DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
N THE MOVIE, _MARGOT ROBBIE BARSELAND RETE
YOU LEFT TRAVELED THERE... IS PART OF T
BARBIELAND I'VE ALWAYS BEEN IN THE REAL : ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct23)
FOR THE REAL  THE REAL HC’RLD' WORLD. KEN, 1 I'I"EE:’ YQU TO NORK YEG E You may now wish Perhaps you have
WORLD. WHAT 45 JUST LIKE ON YOUR ABS WHILE I'M OUT BARBIE! that you hadn't shot tried to force too
WAS THAT LIKE? DISNEYLAND. ﬁ'ﬁ‘ﬂ' ING THE PATRIARLCHY. 1 : 5 your mouth offor many changes
e ' been soopen about through at home
POLLYWOOD. , 5 your plans. There is no going this year. Yet, whatever you
x back now, though, and you feel now, if you are a truly
i must learn todeal with sensitive person you will
3

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

YW e a I L e DEIE LY T & i ﬁ“f T T power will shift dramatically, way or anether, these planets
1 .';? "’H:"_ 1 =) :"'"__"__"1"" L, . % td X h TV arasa L — but briefly,in your favour. will have their effect, perhaps
3 ey e Al i CelT H e " 5l W ""_' = L P =hs Children and younger through unsettling dreams,
s o'l TR 2N PR hen A RPITD rele P g I S [ relations may be confused, but  butalso through your wallet.
i: T VH'LESE (el ST ' : L] e A L E BT it could be another two weeks Emotionally speaking, you do
ACROSS DOWN f 1 L™ ) o R 4 i PR T T before you can help. seem to be on the right track,
1 Marital relations 11 meant to put out the 4 = - = r g
(2-4) occupant(6) » . B hr ) "t{;’“':;'-‘-'- GOy 22 Tonel]  SACICIRRNS (Novd-Des27)
W = : : 5 J : ' =T, Nz W yOU Must stay eldom have you
3 Eﬁ:il%ﬁﬂuf;%gﬂﬁ i Sadies 2 ﬁgﬁ";%e[g;e din schooling {- ;: o "'-.__ » @ one step ahead of @ experienceda period
N the planets and when close
9 For thirty secondsone has 3 Many quietly engaged in fat ™ 3 @2 . cnnfi der what will associates seemed to
qmeta_t Iea_%t[ (7 ::?u DR CAPHALIVESLIORLS ;.‘{:- ¢ :: % k'}' happen when negotiations be soincommand. Onething is
10 Superiorkind of cut 7 : 4 i M break down or move behind certain, though: never have you
(5) 5 Attractive material fora " : S i the scenes. One thing you been in sucha position to
11 Monster fish?(5) jacket?(5) t ‘." T & b -~ 'm must dois make sure that you benefit from partners' love and
12 Right of access to a famous 6 CGrassaround the seaport{7) i are absolutely sure of your generosity, ifonly you are
statue?(7) 7 Animals unleashed on . . ?Ct?;ThE!lP IS ﬂDi need lED prepared to acceptit.
13 Possiblyuppermost in society? (6) inalise plans at home for )
arrogance (11) 8 Little cared for being petty (5-6) another fortnight. m"““:ﬂ“l’;‘n{ﬂifh?m{fe“ ;?ge
18 Hitby acar, not atall well 14 Managed to continue with CANCER (June 22 - July 23) again, to pnintrou[ a
(3:4) foreigncapital {7) DO YOU THINK THERE'S ANY Being someone who fact of life you too
20Bent and crooked cedar 15 Walk wearily out of boisterous CHANCE THE EDITOR WGHLU' is skilled at reading oftenignore: this is
(5) parties(7) the hearts and a period of great change and,
22 Open-air types will beoutof  16A game bird for example all of CONSIDER WRITING minds of others,you  as such, one when you should
these(5) aflutter{6) E THE REST OF IT? must now see that partners not expect everything to be
23 Quick to declare 17 Conversion isdone by !» L ate in genuine need of your plain sailing. You must realise,
(7) inventor (6) help. You must not ride though, thatinevery eventisa
24 Hemingway and Sterne at 19 Desert island with a water , I roughshod over people wha th Dmughl_y helpful and
variance(6) supply (5) Al _I:Fav? [a:jJSEd jl’ﬂl.llll]ﬁﬂ hemjn.i I wudrthwh:iehle?;gn to be learnt
25 Give the call sign 21 Examinewhat's said to be a Y i ol it il SHOTRIRR IR,
(6) bill ofexchange (5) ) and can rest on your laurels.
& = i AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Solutions Crossword 5282 Across: 1Radical 5 Parts, 8 Revolving door, @ Lento, 10 LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) Perhaps you are
Obscene, 11Unsafe, 12 Abodes, 15Carry on, 17 Reset, 19 Reincamation, 20 Slept, 21 1 Ifyou're only now emerging
Widgeon Dowr: 1 Rural, 2 Divine senvice, 3 Calloff, 4 Laidon, 5 Pages, B Rooted dislike, 7 B experiencing triumphant from a
Shrieks, 11 Lincurls, 13 Bernard, 14 Andrew, 16 Yacht, 18 Tenon o difficulties at the trial of wills at

moment, then
they're problems caused by
success. Even though the crisis

work. Even though diplomacy
may not be your greatest asset
at the moment, there seems to

seems to have gone off the be little you can do to sabotage
tylLe oil, don't allow wrangles at your professiona
JUMBLEDWDRDS Difficulty Level Ss w boil, don't all 1 fessi |
Instructions 3 51115 w ————p—— ——————r home to continue to poison relationships. Why not take
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make properwords and move them to Tosodlvea Sudoku puzzle, ? 5 6 E 9 3 2 o 1 4 6 7 B the a[mofsghere or undermine the line of least resistance?
the respectivesquates below. Select the lettersin the shaded squares and jumble themtoget everydigit from 140 9 your conndence.
the answer for thegivenquip. E mhﬁlia:iﬂarin e g 7 = 7 4 8|93 6|25 1 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep23) PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Great menarelike eagles, and buildtheir ___onsome lofty .- Arthur Schopenhauer e nnevetticalcohurmsin ~ 1 6 5 2 7 B g 4 3 ;;g[} ey :I::I'DDIS — Ev;n I‘l.".fl_ll'ten M{;]rcury.
(4..8) ) | eachoftheninehorizontal 7|8 3 8 306182 5[7 14 o beopeningthat m powerfulrole in.
MTEEO EITLTT | rowsand in each of the 5 8 S youmay not know yourambitions,
. . . .:. . X | nineboxes. N 874|169 1(53 2] pathtotake en s e best g 2ltersits position,this will do
(@] I s : little to affect the status of a
a 9 4 1 E 25 1|13 4 7|8 9'6 . ;5 past, youwill E;}tg[amhef current agreement. Itwill,
BSSL IFTONU 3| o 7 || [ R[ses[aeeliz e, ST
= ISy, 255 ' o you really want your life to a : i
“ 1= Ve b eny, 4 3 2 15 d I life various practical details.
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard: lead? Inlove, hang ontoyour
— ! You have about another ten
5s=VeryHard; 117 5 3 (@) | 4 1 9|7 8 2|13 6 5 secrets; nobody hasthe right to davs before commitment
Janeyuadops Bs=Genlu pryintoyour soul il
MUY - IPII0S A310] ALUDS U ISIUIIDU] PN PUE ‘53| 500 931] AIF US 1817 [ 13MsUy =BEius 7y ' isrequired.
110N TLLLLL ‘SSTIE 10WE :NOLLITIOS
NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY | 2 )NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY =
CORRIGENDUM [ WORTH WEFTERA RNLIAY [Sucn = DISTRICT ELECTION OFFICE, Rewari APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION
Relerence the Tender Notice issued by this Office vide No. - OTiC Open Tender Notice y ﬁ?ﬁﬂ f?ﬁﬁiﬁ mm w — .
PTS/RECR/TENDER/2023-24/34 - A dated Shg., 22nd January, | |10, EL/11821R, 64/2023 24 WETF DL | NER-BSBOSnT-OT-04-2024 v, SIS ' General public is hereby informed that

2024 and based on the outcome of the Pre Bid Meeting held on
the 5th February, 2024 at DGP's Conference Hall, the Pre Bid
Committee had made corrections in the Clauses of the Tender
Notice. Full details regarding the Corrigendum Notice are
available in the Office ol the undersigned during office hours as
well as in the Meghalaya Police Department website
http://megpolice.gov.in

Deputy Inspector General of Police (ER),

-cum- Chairman,
Pre-Bid Tender Committee,
Meghalaya, Shillong.

MIPR Mao: 1627
Dt: 8.2.24

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE. BALASORE
E-Mail 1D: serw _balasore@ yahoo.in
Fh-No-- 06782260318,

¢™ Procurement Notice for Road Work
Ienti cation No.= Online Tender- Rosd NC.B, No. TR of 2023-24

Q2479

07.02.2024 DRM (Elecincal) Jaipur, for
and on the behall of president of Union of
india, invites e-lenders for following
works: 1. NIT No.: ELJPR21 R/2023-24
Name of Work: JP Div.: Provision of
08Nos. Escalator al Khatipura Station
(Elecirification of Escalator only) NIT
Cost: 21,11, 484 Earnest Money:
42200/- Tender Opening Date:
29.02 2024 2. NIT No.: EL/JP/642023-
24 Name of Work: Provision of
shifting of its controlier to onboard in set
of panels for LHBE Non-AC/EOG
coaches NIT Cost: 6170934 60 Earnest
Money:12400/- Tender Opening Date:
20 02.2024 Note: Dale & time of
closing of e-tenders: On lender
opening dale Upto 1500 hours. Date
& time of e-tender opening: On
tender opening date after 15.00
hours Complete details of tender can

"Open Tenders® through Online
(E-Tendering) are inviled by
Divisional Railway Manager (Signal &
Telecomm) /Maranasi/ N.E. Rallway
for and behalf of the President of India
for the following works:
S5.N.1:Tender Notice No. and
Description of Work: NER-
BSBOSNT-OT-04-2024. Name of of
work: Signalling work in connection
with ing work relaled fo
LHSW etc in the section of
SIOSTE//Varanasi. Approx. Value
T93,56,071.73, Earnest Money
¥1,87,100.00, Cost of Tender Form
0.00, Completion period: 12 Months,
Tender Closing dale & Time:
01.03 2024 upto 15.00 Hrs.

1. Tender Online will be submitted up
to 16 Hs on date 01.03.2024
2. For full details and submission of
bid kindly visit the Official website of
Indian railways i.e. www.ireps.gov.in

O - 01214-222778 §-34 elt_rwri@yahoo.in

gomo Frira-2004 / 180 Py — 08.02.2024
~ it g~
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a identified dead body of a male namely
Pappu, S/o: Sadhu Singh, R/o:
Begabond Parking Shamshan Ghat,
Tihar Village, Delhi found dead on
31.01.2024. In this regard DD No. 04 A
dated 31.01.2024, has been lodged at
Police Station, Hari Nagar, New Delhi. Identification of
identified dead body of male is as under:

Name: Pappu, Age: 40 Years, Height: 5’6",
Complexion: Wheatish, Face: Long, Built: Medium,
Wearing: Multidar Checkdar Shirt, Grey & Black
Colour Jacket and Blue Colour Pant and Bare Feet.

If anyone have any information or clue about this male
deceased may kindly be inform undersigned.

SHO

be seen on website No.: hitp=lf
Www.ireps.gov.in

= TAMIL NADU CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION

Head Office, 12, THAMBUSAMY ROAD,

Divi. Rly. Manager(S&T)
CPRO/Sig-100 Varanasi

Never travel on

2. &3 wiw Uil w99 5000 /-7 ¥ = Rodaw B
3. EMD M 2 =9 % w98 100000 /- w3 a 8

Police Station, Hari Nagar, New Delhi
Ph.: 011-28255719, 8750871128

Letter No. 853
1. MName of the Work i-
2. Total No. of work -
3. Estimated Cost -

WE

Rowd under MMSY-TRIP
3 Mos, of Roads

From Rs. 61371 Lokhs 10 Rs 83309 Takhs
{Approximutely)

AT & Special” Class (of Odish PW. D jor relevant Clasy
of other Licensing muthanities (G5 per annexure}

From 09 {(Mine )t L {Eleven ) Cllender months forthe work:

Dute. 0T34

DP/1605/WD/2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

roof and foot boards.

Teg v /vl R 12002004 B R 1000 W # 3w 2002200 9 w9 30 W
7% ¥z hpsletendershry.nicin W o W w5 &) PR R 2000200 B W 1100
¢ yrar dad @9 wth) Pl # Tl s e osfd o Bl o

4. Eligible
Cuntractor
5. Period of Completion  :-

o, Oher detaily i-

KILPAUK, CHENNAI-500 010.

Class  of :-

Ph.No. (044) 26426773, Emall Id. : tncsc.in@nic.in
CIN:U15137TN19728GCO06157

Procurcment Bid Availubility of  Last Date &  Date & Time of | Q.TENDER Ng"c—E m wI Where as mplalﬂt has been made before me that accused Abhishek
Officr  dentifiaton, tender Onlinc for | Time of | Opening of Tender | | o.TENDER No.BS4/04880012023TNCSCI23-24 Date:07.02.2024 W SN P ﬁl Kunal $/0 Sﬁlz'iﬂhfﬂh':"r R/o- rt':ed"" 785, Gram t*'ﬁ"“-
| Tender | Circle, Balasore || | Online e-tender invited for “THE PURCHASE OF - . L g "
From | To |Clarification Technical | Financi committed) the offence in case registered vide FIR No. 130/19 U/s
sia | aima | |134,000Nos. of "Y' cone as per specifications. 25/54/59 Arms Act PS. North Rohini, Delhi and it has been returned to
L1 2 | 3 1 ¢ | 5 | & | 7 Complete e-tender document can be viewed and BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE awarrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused Abhishek @
Consmtion | Nors | a gt | e e | | downloaded through hitps:/itntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app JT'l Office of The Executive Engineer, Kunal can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
_Eeigess. 1000AM| 500 kM | s00PM. | 1000aM | urer || [from 10,02.2024 @ 9.00A.M. Road Infrastructure (TEC), N.R.Square, Bengaluru-02 saﬁﬂs;.f:ﬂf:pmhmat :P; Eald.d’;hllhl‘i @(;f :-.IIMIuhas ahsa;nnded (or is
ural Works : concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
H‘-?Er}f- The bidders have to participate only online bidding with No. EE/RI-TEC/TEND/13/2023-24 Dm' 08-02-2024 Pmclamal?nn is hereby made that the said accused Abhishek @ Kunal
T Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) of Class-Il or Class-Ii Short T“’me“"d“" Notification of case FIR No. 130/19 U/s 25/54/59 Arms Act PS. North Rohini,
® Futher detsils can be seen from the webiite www.tendersodishagovin Last Date for Online Submission : 24.02.2024, (The (Riq rcup?; :rl Pr::p:v:a::{F:FPs)) : Delhi is required to appear before this court (or before me) to answer
. e up to 11.30 A.M. S SASAL CRly) 1O LOvar Syvim the complaint on or before the day of 19.03.2024. ik
A R RGeS g The Executive Engineer Road Infrastructure (TEC), BBMP, y Uraer,
bt SO men | [Drama TN Managing Director | | Bengaluru on behalf of the Chief Commissioner, BBMP Ms. Deepali Shrivastava
= 3] | invites tenders from eligible Agencies / Consultancy Firms Metropolitan Magistrate (N/W)
é GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA m‘* EAST CENTRAL RALWAY = who have registered in any State Government Room No. 107, First Floor
OPINING | AMOUNT | | OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE organizations and license holders from labour department DP/1534/RD/2024 (Court Matter) Rohini Court, Delhi
e P — ot |oomy| wmmm | ——— Wmmg'mmm: ezl | forthe Man Power Supply detailed in the table below.
ce materals *
ST — “Paricpation i troug’ Web Poral o oo PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
SAMAN FRDH (X190 WVA 255107 19 LTS DK M08 2200 | OB.0T2034 | g ia ca _ 01722533789 Value
i HVPhiL s " . =y X 00 20 133 LA werve TR L@Engan - e i Offers are invited SI EHD
e an s e | e COVALOSGINHtor supply of the Tolowing material. The| ||\ Name of the Work Work | Service| o\ APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
L T T U pe— -y closing time for the tender is at 14.00 Hrs. » including GST "
M. T }:f“""; B | TR | O] R, PROGHVIN. ORG.IN 1. Tlnllll-r H:i: Iﬂ:!m g}a f‘l!t‘;g (Rs. in Lakhs) (See Section 82 Cr.PC)
wwary;  FORFURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www, haryanaeprncumnent.gw.m or www.etendershiyicn | MAGHINE WITH POWER PACK AND Availing Graduate / Diploma Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM ;,Em.m?&,: 1m:'_' T?u‘. W::: 3’?; 1 [Engineers and Literate Assistants| 143.28  |2,15,000/ :I:";I”: *;:’I‘h:" F“"*'fr‘tt:’dﬂ :‘"@"P Tyagi "‘"‘t:“rh“"-
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, PWD (ROADS), 31 Januaty 2024 1801 Hrs. (v) Tonder| | 0" voad Infrastructure. N L

committed) the offence in case FIR No.719/15 u/s 324/323/34
IPC, P.S. Burari, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Igbal cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my salisfaction that the
said accused Igbal has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant),

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Igbal of FIR
No.719/15 u/s 324/323/34 IPC, P.S. Burari, Delhi is required to

Calendar of Events : (1) Tender documents may be
downloaded from the KPP Portal from 09.02.2024 (1) Last
Date for Tender queries : 15.02.2024 up to 3.00 pm. (2) Pre
bid Meeting on 15.02.2024 at 4.30 pm at Office of
Engineering-in-Chief, No. 109, 1st Floor, Annex Building 2,
N.R. Square, Bengaluru. (3) Last Date for Receipt of Tender
is 20.02.2024 up to 4.00 pm. (4) Dale of opening of
technical Bid is 21.02.2024 by 4.30 pm. (5) Date of opening
of financial Bid : After approval of Technical Bid.

ASSAM, CHANDMARI, GUWAHATI-03
No. CE/Maint/MMPPNA/01/2023-24/18
Commissioning of Electric Driven Screw Air

PRESS NOTICE RE-INVITING TENDER : 9! SeckicGivn Scrow A

The Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD, Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3 invites rebid on behalf of | |Specification as per annexure attached
Governor of Assam for 6 (Six) packages for Construction of Roads & Bridges including Routine M‘ELE;I{MP“'['W WG’%’W.
Maintenance for 4 (four) years under Mukhya Mantrir Paki Path Nirman Achani (MMPPNA) for the 2‘3 mlli‘ﬁp?l;ﬂ?HﬁhrTum
year 2023-24 in Dhubri, Hojai & Nagaon Districts of Assam amounting to Rs. 16,509 Crores | |Closing Date & Time: 29 February 2024

(approx,) including GST etc. from approved & eligible Contractors registered with PWRD, Assam. 14:00 Hrs

ﬁnﬂmﬁ & Time: 29 February 2024
14.00

2. Tender No.:39235324D (i) Short
Description of itsm: Supply, Installation &

: : . Participants are required losubmit theiroffer] | For details, registration and e-payment visit GOK KPP
Details may be seen from 09-02-2024 to 16-02-2024 al websile www.assamtenders.gov.in. on-ine through the web Portai of IREPS ) appear before thi swer : :
Amendment / Addendum to the SBD, if any, and further notifications shall appear in this website and m,] .in before the ciosing date Portal website http:/fkppp. karnataka.gov.in or contact v this: Court o an R8N DompETE. On oF
also at the office of the undersigned during office hours. The contractor/bidder must be registered with | |and ime. Other details Consignee! | e-procurement Helpdesk at 080-22371090, 22373788. before 14.03.2024. % x By mi
the Electronic Tendering System (ETS) of PWRD, Assam website www.assamtenders.gov.in. ::d deta ::d mmmfm’ﬁmt:r;: Sd/- Executive Engineer , m
Formal work order will be issued after receipt of Administrative Approval from competent authority. notice on the above portal. Road Infrastructure (TEC) Division, BEMP DP/1540/N/2024  Central, Room No.286, Tis Hllln c:nuru. Delhi
Note: N.LT Value is inclusive of GST (12%), Labour cess (1%) etc. F"':"w":‘.m“‘“

PRAO2ZSA/DHNISTOREIT

Chief Engineer, PWD (Roads)
Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3

JANASANYOG/CF/5302/23/5-FEB-24
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21 SPORT
Shreyas Iyer: AWOL

Proficient player of spin, the batsman’s game has deserted him this series, as has several other facets

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 8

KEVIN PIETERSEN was raging, “Listen, when
Kohlicomes back and other guys come back
[KLRahul and Ravindra Jadeja]and these are
the days these boys are going to look back
and go,'oh why did | not geta hundred? 1 had
the opportunity to get the hundred'. And
when you are sloppy like that, getting out
doesn’'t impress me at all,” the former
England batsman, and now television pundit,
fumed after the first innings in the second
Testat Vizag. His anger was directed at India's
No.4 for the game Shreyas lyer

Now, even without Virat Kohli playing,
but the “other guys” returning, the pressure
is still on lyer. Luckily for him, his contender
Rajat Patidar didn't make it count either and
the shootout between the two for a spot in
the team when the third Test swings into ac-
tion in Rajkot on February 15 will be inter-
esting. With Rahul's return, India might want
the more overtly aggressive lyer in the mix
but you never know. That it has come tothis
is Iyer'sown making.

One thing is clear from his brief Test ca-
reer. He is not going to look ‘composed’ or
show ‘hunger’ or notbe ‘sloppy intraditional
terms as Pietersen wishes. Thatdoesn't seem
his way. As a batsman he puts himselfin
unique positions that can bewilder even for-
mer cricketers, let alone the fans.

In Visakhapatmam, he started to shuffle
outside leg before theleft-arm spinnerTom
Hartley released the ball and returned to his
original position to tap away the balls. That
too irked Pietersen. “On this wicket, why are
you doing that? What you are doing is you
are messing yourself up, losing where your
stumps are as a batter. | am more comfort-
able if you are coming towards the bowler,
this here does nothing for me.”

The thing that might have grated
Pietersen is that lyer is considered a good at-
tacking batsman of spin: twinkling feet, the
dare, the imagination, and the skill to pull it
off, but it hasn't come off yet in this series.
But that shuffle move, we have seen in the
subcontinent before, usually in the white-
ball cricket.

Palastan’s SalimMalik would do ittospin-
ners, but he wouldn't retreatto the crease but
remainthere and slash-slice-cut through the
off side. It seems lyer triggers himself for some
dare, but doesn't quite go the whole hog.
When he went towards the bowlerinthe sec-
ond innings, as Pietersenwished, he went for
an almighty heave against the turn and mis-
cued it towards long-off.

Or take that position he adopted against
James Anderson on a relatively placid track
when the short-pitched stuff began. For a
short while, he was pulling them down, but

It'll likkely be a shootout between Shreyas Iyer and Rajat Patidar, who made his debutin Vizag, for a spot in the third Test. /1i

suddenlyyanked to an approach he hasused
in the past. Moving outside leg stump, try-
ing to swat balls over the off side. He didn't
connect with any; once even nearly dragged
onto his stumps, tnggering smiles from Ollie
Pope and co.
Interestingly, that's

team-mate |ack Fingleton, saw it as the great
batsman turning ‘yellow’, a minority sawitas
a prudent way to get some runs against that
line of attack.

Ona flat track at Visakhapatnam, it wasa
41-year old James
Anderson, a swing great

the approach that Don  Itseemslyertriggers who has reinvented
Bradman took in the fa-  himself for some dare, but himselfwith seam bowl-
mous Bodyline series. . ing in the subcontinent
With the geld behind duem’tqmtegoﬂ]ewhule an%aman notknown for
square on the leg packed hug.Whenhewent bowling pacy-high-in-
(theruleswouldlaterbe  towards the bowlerin the tense bouncers. And
changed to not more A England didn't have any
than two men}), and second INNIngs, as other medium pacer,
LarwoodandCo.opened Pietersen wished, hewent  forget paceman, in the
the dam of bouncers, . X1 But that's how lyer
Bradman had enough of fm?nmEhty heave likes to bat. Forsome r!éa—
trying to keep the ball against the turn and son, he isloath to swayor
down or sway away. As  miscued it towards long-off duck away. Neither is

there were nothing but

short balls to face, and he wanted runs, he
movedoutside leg and tried to slash them to
the off side. Once, he evendragged aballonto
his stumps. The interesting approach divided
the cricketing world. Some, like his own

there a confidence that

hecancontinue to keepthe balldown on the

leg side with waiting English palms near the
boundary.

It's notas if he hasn’t worked in conven-

tional ways in the recent past. As

Mohammad Kaif would point out on Star
Sports during the World Cup, he tweaked
with his bat-lift. Previously, where he was
holding the bat almost vertically up in his
stance and tilting it further past the ears be-
fore the commencement of the downswing,
he held it behind him, not quite parallel to
ground but not extremely up. The whole
swing had become tighter and smoother.

"If Icanleave or keepitdown, | definitely
won't have a problem,” he had said but Iyer
clearly doesn't want to do it. Does he feel it
will encourage more bouncers, or thinks it’s
not the aggressive way he would like to see
himself bat, or does he think it's notcool? But
none ofhis current options are going to make
the pacers, even a forty-plus medium pacer,
not try the short stuff,

In the end, whether conventional or his
ownway, itwould come down to success. [f
he backs away and collects fours on the un-
tenanted off side, the critical world might
shutup. Until then, forget them, the opposi-
tion fast bowlers and spinners are going to
keep whirling away at him. He will have to
make Rajkot countat all costs.

Chahar keen to swing into action again after tough years

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAIL FEBRUARY 8

AFTER BATTLING injuries and taking time
away from the game to be with his ailing fa-
ther, Deepak Chahar has set sights on astrong
IPLto remainin frayfora T20 World Cup berth.
Since Chennai Super Kings' win over Gujarat
Titans in the IPL final last year, the medium
pacer has only featured in eight matchesacross
formats - including a T20l against Australia -
before he sought a break for family reasons.
Earmarked as a perfect replacement for
Bhuvne shwar Kumar, Chahar has overcome
a tough couple of years. Despite the injuries
and the time he has spent away from the
game, that the selectors and the team man-
agement haven't shut the door on himwas
evident when he was picked for the recent
T20Is against Australia. However, with his fa-

ther suffering a brain stroke, Chahar was
granted a brealk. After returning tothe game,
he is set to use the IPL as a launch pad.

“I'd to be with my family, whichwas more
important. After that, I've started practising
and generally, youdon'tgetoneanda halfor
two months’ time to train properly because
you are playing some series or the other. [t
was a great time to work on my body because
the next six months are crucial with the IPL
and a World Cup,” Chahar said on the side-
lines of an event where Etihad Airways was
announced as CSK's official sponsor.

Though Chaharhas struggled with his fit-
ness over the last few years (back and ham-
string), he made an impact in the matches
that he featured in. In the recent Syed
Mushtaq Al T20s, he took 10 wickets in five
matches, and also scored at a strike rate of
171.79 in the cameos he played. Itis this all-
round ability that has kept the team man-
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DEEPAK CHAHAR. Reuters

agement and selectors interested in him as
India don't have many other seamers capa-
ble of contributing with the willow with
Shardul Thakur also falling out of favour. A
good outing for CSK in the IPL could make
Chahar an exciting prospect, more so as he
is capable of striking early in the Powerplay.

"IfsanimportantIPL foreveryone because

this is the first ime everyone knows that the
Indian squad (for the World Cup) will be de-
cided based on the performance inthe [PL You
knowtheset-up—these are the playersthey're
going to look for. Whoever performs well in
this IPL will get the chance, Obviously, it puts
additional extra pressure, but [ believe in my
strengths. Whichever teamI've played for, I've
contributed with bat and ball. It doesn't mat-
terwhois ahead of me,” Chahar said.

For a bowler who was touching the mid-
140kmph during the 2018 and 2019 seasons,
the constantinjuries meant he lost afew yards
of pace. And having spentthe lastfewmonths
onlyon training and getting the strength baclk,
Chahar said skill-wise, he is feeling at his best.
"This is the right time for me to increase my
pace.'mtrying to develop a few shots withthe
bat too because when you come in at No.8 or
No.9,youonly getto play 3-4 balls. So you have
to utilise those balls with different shots.”

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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U-19 WC: Australia edge
out Pakistan but 15-year-old
Raza has world at his feet

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY 8

THREE YEARS ago, Muhammad Masroor,
Pakistan U-19 assistant batting coach saw
a 12-year-old with torn shoes bowling his
heart out in the nets at Rana Naved-ul-
Hasan cricket academy in Sheikhpura. The
boy was Ali Raza, whoon Thursday, almost
took Pakistan into the final of the U-19
World Cup.

"Raza is a future prospect,” Masroor had
told The Indian Express on the eve of the
semifinal. "He hails from Nankana Sahibin
Sheikhpura. He has played most of his
cricket in the village. He hates going to the
gym. He just loves bowling in the nets; you
have to literally pull him out. That part of
Pakistan has always produced good pacers
such as Mohammed Asif, Aaqib Javed, and
Rana Naved-ul-Hasan. All three were mas-
ters of their craft,” said Masroor.

It was Masroor, who spotted Raza's po-
tential and in November 2022, selected the
youngster in a home series against
Bangladesh.

"We were playing a three-day game at
the Rana Naved Cricket Academy. In the
morning, | saw a young boy wipe and clean
the nets with the broom, and bowl! for two
hours on the trot. During lunch, he rested
for an hour and started bowling again. He
is that lambi race ka ghoda (in for a long
haul). He knows how to bowl long spells
thatyou don't see inthe current pacers. He
is not a T20 bowler,” Masroor had said.

All the traits Masroor had spoken about
were visible in the semi-final clash. The 15-
year-old bowled with cramps, hobbled off
after bowling his last over, but only after
conjuring one of the finest spells of the
tournament picking up 4 for 34. But it was
not enough as the last wicket stand be-
tween Raf MacMillan (19 not out) and
Callum Vidler (2 not out) took Australia
home and set up the fi-
nal clash against India.

"l will remember this
spell from this young
man for a long time,"
former West Indies fast
bowler lan Bishop
gushed in commentary.
"He is a super star!”

Chasing 180,
Australia were in control
with their openers ne-
gotiating the early burst
from Ubaid Shah. Raza
provided Pakistan the
first breakthrough after
he cleaned up Sam
Konstas, Amini-collapse reduced Australia
to59 for in 16. 3 overs before Harry Dixon
(50)and Oliver Peake (49) putona 43-run
stand for the fifth wicket. But left-arm-
spinner Arafat Minhas (2/20) castled both
the set batters with rapid arm-balls to tum
the tide again.

Raja turned in figures of 4-0-9-3 in his
second spell to almost seize a victory. "This
is absolute gold from Ali Raza," Bishop
screamed in his iconic way after Raza dis-
missed Australia’s No 10 Mahli Beardman.

Ubaid Shah and Mohammed
Zeeshan failed to repeat the performances
that they showed against Bangladesh and
Australia’s last wicket partnership sneaked
to the final.

Unearthing agem

Despite the loss, in Raza, Pakistan has
unearthed a gem that Bishop feels if nur-
tured carefully can become an all-time
great for the country. "Helis sotiny butlcan
tell you from what | can see that this kid is
quick. Forthe next three years, he needs to
be nurtured. He should get the world's best
strength conditioning coach. He is a fin-
ished product that just needs a little bit of

He is sotiny but Ican
tellyoufromwhat |
can see that this kid
is quick. For the next
threeyears, he needs
to be nurtured... if
they (Pakistan)
would do that, they
have areal talenton
their hands.

IANBISHOP
FORMER WEST INDIES PACER

Ali Raza took four wickets but Pakistan
lost to Australia in the semifinals. cC

fine-tuning, If they (Pakistan) would do
that, they have a real talent on their hands,”
Bishop said.

Masroor, who has seen the boy from
close quarters in Pakistan U-19 set up as
well as at Rawalpindi Raiders in the
Pakistan Junior League (PJL), believes it is
Raza who will play for Pakistan before
Ubaid and Zeeshan.

"Ubaid and Zeesahan have injury-prone
actions. If they will bowl in the pressure sit-
uation in the PSL or any match, they will
succumb. But not Raza, this boy has got a
big heart. When Ubaid and Zeeshan play
first-class cricket, they will break down.
The training in Pakistanis all gym-oriented
nowacdays. They are not bowling too many
oversin the nets. Raza can bowl long spells.
All three of them are good talents butitis
waork ethics after the U-19 World Cup that
matters the most," said Masroor.

Raza had developed
a passion for the sport
while playing in the
school cricket tourna-
ments.

"To participate in any
local tournament, |
would personally fi-
nance my trips to neigh-
bouring areas and try to
play. However, the par-
ticipating teams would
not give me a chance

, but | stayed dedicated
and waited for my op-
portunity. On one occa-
sion, they gave me a

couple of overs and | impressed them with
my skills. From thereon, | earned the re-
spectof my peers and would often win my
local team tournaments,” Ali had said on

PCB's YouTube channel.

“Masroor bhai has supported me a lot.
He sat down with me to analyse my bowl-
ing and expand my armoury with vana-
tions. Additionally, he supervised a consis-
tent run for me at the Pakistan Junior
League as well."

At 15, Raza has theworld on his feet as
Bishop said he can still play two U-19
World Cups. but he needs to be taken care
of, which Masroor feelsis going to be a
challenge.

"Sadly, we don't have that system for
the fast bowlers. We don't have a proper
rehab system. We don't have good bowling
coaches, The biomechanics labs are also not
working. Raza indeed is a future superstar,
but we all have to take care of him like our
own kids."

BRIEF SCORES: Pakistan Under-19s
179 (Awais 52, Minhas 52; Straker 6/24)
lostto Australia Under-19s 181/9 (Peake 49;
Raza 4/34) by one wicket

FINAL: India vs Australia, Sunday

Why fans are angry with Messi and don't want him to return to Hong Kong

SAYAKDUTTA
FEBRUARY B

THEUNIVERSALLY adored Argentine superstar
Lionel Messi hasalways stayed away fromcon-
troversy for most of his glittering career. Until
Sunday when
Messi, InterMiami
and owner David
Beckham  was
booed mercilessly
in Hong Kong
when the
. Argentine World
l Cup winner did

not come off the
benchdue to aninjury in amatch againstalo-
cal side, The anger turned into vitriol when a
few days later Messi played 30 minutes in a
match in Japan against Vissel Kobe.

EXPLAINED

Why did Lionel Messi opt to sit outthe
matchin Hong Kong?

According to Inter Miami head coach
Gerardo "Tata” Martino, Messi was deemed
unfit to play in Sunday's match in the Hong
Kong friendly. This was the second match
Messi missed after he pulled out of playing
against Al Nassr in Saudi Arabia which
Miamilost 6-0.

WhatwasMessi's reaction in not playing
the Hong Kong friendly?

Lionel Messi's official Weibo account had
already apologized to the Chinese fans after
not playing inthe Hong Kong match. "Anyone
who knows me knows that! always want to
play... especially in these games where we
travel so far and people are excited tosee our
games. Hopefullywe cancome backand play
a gamein Hong Kong,"” the post read.

How has the governmentreacted to the
controversy?

Global Times, China's state-controlled
mouthpiece lashed into Messi and Inter
Miami accusing them of metingout adiffer-
ential treatment towards Hong Kong.

"The match in Hong Kong became the
only one in Messi's six pre-season friendly
matches on this trip where he was absent.
The situation..has magnified these doubts
and suspicions on the integrity of Inter
Miami and Messi himself. Some mainland
fans travelled 12 hours from Xinjiang to
Hong Kong to see Messi with the disap-
pointment of the governmentand fans en-
tirely understandable. The impact of this
incident has far exceeded the realm of
sports,” it wrote.

Sports lawmaker Kenneth Fok said the
incident "sprinkled salt wounds" on Hong

Fans in Hong Kong react after Lionel Messi sat on the bench during a friendly. AP

Kong fans while senior government advisor
Reginalp wrote on Xthat "Hong Kong people
hate Messi, Inter-Miami and the black hand
behind them, for the deliberate and calcu-
lated snub to Hong Kong." “Messi should
never beallowed to return to Hong Kong. His
lies and hypocrisyaredisgusting,” she added.

What was the aftermath of the
controversy?

In addition to over 40,000 fans not get-
ting their tickets’ worth with each costing
HK$5,000 ($640), Messi's absence on the
pitchled to Tatler Asia, who were the organ-
izers of the event, forfeiting HK$ 16 million

The matchin Hong Kong became
the only one in Messi's six pre-
season friendly matches on this
trip where he was absent. The
situation...has magnified these
doubts and suspicions on the
integrity of Inter Miami and Messi
himself... The impact of this
incident has far exceeded the
realm of sports.”

GLOBALTIMES
CHINA'SSTATE-CONTROLLED DAILY

($2 million) worth of government funding,

According fo Time, Tatler's CEO Michel
Lamuniere said that Inter Miami had told
them that Messi was fit to play but when it
was time for him to, Miami had ignored ap-
peals for Messi to address the fans.

Do the western clubs allegedly treatthe
Asian market astheir biggest cash cow?
With the footballing landscape in Asia
having undergone a paradigm shift over the
last decade, most western clubs are eyeing
the continent just to make a quick buck and
nothing else. With the pre-season tour of
Inter Miamiagain reopening the debate, the

Asian fansare slowly and steadily starting to
see through the veneer. The best example of
that will be of the recent match that Miami
had against Kobe, with entire blocks of seat-
ingat the Japan National Stadium remaining
unoccupied and just 28,614 tickets sold for
the game.

Did China and Japan'suneasy relations
add fuel to the Messi fire?

With a long history of strained relafion-
shipsbetween Chinaand Japanwhichdates
to the second world war, Messi'sdecisionto
play 30 mins in the match in Japan opposed
to no-show in Hong Kong has opened up
some old wounds.

Even now, government ships from Japan
and China have been in loggerheads overthe
issue of the disputed islands in the East China
Sea. "Smiling in Japan but sulking in China,
what can | say? He has picked a side and
shown his politics. Don’t come back again,”
read one of the most popular comments at
Weibo, according to Time.

What'snext for Messiand Inter Miami?

Inter Miami will wrap up their pre-sea-
son with a match with Messi’s old club
Newell’s Old Boys before beginning the MLS
season proper witha clash against Real Salt
Lake on February 22.
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What is freestyle
chess, format that
excites Carlsen

AMIT KAMATH
FEBRUARY 8

WORLD NO 1 Magnus Carlsen
will face off against world cham-
pion Ding Liren
across the chess
board in a new,
innovative tour-
nament starting
Friday. It will be
the first time the
duo will com-
mand their miniature armies of
carved pieces against each other
since the Chinese GM sat downon
the throne abdicated by Carlsen
without a shot being fired.

The duo will face off in a
unique format with a twist —a
format popularised by the
American chess legend Bobby
Fischer called freestyle chess.
The format promotes creativity
from players by having unique
starting positions on the board
rather than having pieces on the
back ranks in the same positions.

Besides the reigning world
champion Liren and the current
world no 1, the invitational tour-
nament — called the Freestyle
Chess G.OA.T. Challenge — will
also have six other players: with
veterans Fabiano Caruana and
Levon Aronian joined by young
stars like Alireza Firouzja, Vincent
Keymer, Nodirbek Abdusattorov,
and Gukesh Dommaraju, who
will be India’s only representative.

What makes the tournament
interesting is Carlsen has hand-
picked the rest of the seven chal-
lengers, who will face off at an ex-
pansive nature retreat in Germany
called Weissenhaus Private Nat-
ure Luxury Resort. The resort pre-
viously played host to the G7
Foreign Ministers Summit in 2022,

The tournamentwill start with
a round-robin event in the rapid
format {with a time control of 25

minutes, 10-second increments
for every move) on Friday and
Saturday. This will be followed by
the knockout stages: where all
eight playerswill play quarterson
Sunday and Monday, semis on
Tuesday and Wednesday, and fi-
nal on Thursday and Friday (time
control will be 90 minutes for the
first40 moves with 30 more added
minutes and a 30-second incre-
ment per move after move 30),
While the winner of the
event stands to take home ap-
proximately Rs 50 lakh, the
player finishing last also bags a
cheque for approximately Rs 6.6
lakhs. Freestyle chess goes by
multiple names: Fischer Random
Chess, Chess 9LX, and Chess 960
(960 is the number of possible
starting positions on the board
when you shuffle your pieceson
the last ranks of the board).
How this form of chess dif-
fers from the other formsisin the
placement of the pieces on the
board at the start of the game.
While all the eight pawns ol each
colour remainin the second and
the seventh ranks on the board
like in regular chess, the position
of the rest of the pieces — the
rooks, the bishops, the knights,
the queen, and the king —on the
first and the last rank changes
randomly at the start of the
game. It must be noted that the
pieces still retain their regular
characteristics in action: rooks
travel in straight lines, bishops
saunter diagonally, and so on.
The purpose of changing the
position of the pieces in the far
ends of the board is to throw the
meticulousopening preparations
that chess playersdo, running into
several moves, out of the window.
Players only find out what the
board position is before the game.,
While promoting the event,
Carlsen had called it “the format
| have been waiting for”.

A Navratna Company

Developing National Infrastructure
Continuing International Existence

Core
EBITDA
up by 75%

EXTRACT OF STANDALONE / CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

As. in Crare
Standalone | Consolidated
- Quarter ended Quarter ended hmuﬁl Nine manths snded Ii-uﬂlnﬂl Year ended :lmhrniu| Muﬂi Quarter ended Nina months snded Nina months anded Year ended
Particulars 31 December 30 Seplamber 31 Decomber 31 December 31 December | 31 March | 31 Decamber | 30 Septomber | 31 Decomber | 31 Decamber 31 December 31 March
2023 2023 2022 200 2023 2023 2023 | 2022 2023 2022 |
(Unaudited) | (Unsudited | (Unaudited)  (Unaudited) (Unaugited) | (Audited) | (Unawdited) | (Unaugited) | (Unsudited) |  (Unsudited) |  (Unaudiled) | (Audited)
Total Income from Operations | 27214| 288364 | 223686 830142 | 625127 | 952120 | 288422 298683 | 234651 | 8.588.20 | 6,587.27 | 10,367.93
| Net profit / (oss] {before tax & exceptional items) | 245.97 | 299.10 | 21295 | 77267 | 598.73 | 88319 | 31379 | 328.36 | 177.92 | 905.20 | 59029 |  891.00
Net profit / (loss) (before tax & after exceptional nm:- 24597 | 29910 | 21295 772.67 598, n 883.19 313, 79 | 32836 | 17782 905.20 | 550. 29 891.00
Net profit after tax [ 18512 | 23044 | 2742 | s77.22 | 528.65 | DD ?EI 250.78 | mubn_: 682 85 508, :'5 76523
Profit is attributable to : I | - | L _ 1 1
Owners of the Parent T 185.12 230.44 22742 577.22 52 !55:". | 77683 24464 | 250.73 189.99 682.73 508.74 | 76523
Non C““““'““l Interest 1 : 2 | — : — - _Pl’ﬁ_[__E??. 1 _oon o1 _EE‘_:__ =
Total comprehensive income i 182.85 | 23701 22587 | 582.03 | 537.79 | 78794 24240 25735 | 188.45 | 687.63 | 51784 | 77629
mmm::pmi | 188.10 | 188, m 188.10 | 188.10 | 188.10 | 188.10 188.10 T 188.10 | 188.10 | 188.10 | 18810 |  188.10
Other Equity atributable to Owners of the Parent | 4,990.38 ' | 5,02339
(Excluding Revaluation Reserve) | _
‘Earnings Per Share [not annualized) b ‘ :
(Face Value of 2/~ each) it | _ | | B 1 L |
{a) Basic (in ¥) ! 1 9? 245 | 242 6.14 562 | 8.26 260 | 267 2.02 | 7.26 541 | 8.14
(b} Diluted (in %) I 245| 242 614 |  se2|  s26|  2680]  267) 202 | 726 | sA1| 814
NOTES ¢

1 The above standalone and consolidated Ainanclal results were reviewed and recommended by the Audit Committee and approved  and the Comnparny does not foreses sy impairment in the value of |mvestrment at thls stage.

by the Board of Directors at thelr meeting held on 8 February 2024. The Statutory Auditors of the company have conducted 7 |nerim Dividend of fix. 1,80 per equity share on face value of s 2/- per share for the year 202324 was approved in BoD held on
limited review of the financial results for the Quarter and nine months ended 317 Dec. 2023 8" February, 2024,
2 The Standalone and consolidated financlal results have been prepared in accordance with the Indlan Accounting Standards (Ind AS) a3
nrotified under Section 133 of the Companies Act. 2013 read with relevant rules thereunder and in terms of Regulation 33 of the SERI
(Using obligations and Diclosure Requirements) Regulatiors, 2015 (ss Amended) and other recognised sccounting practices and
policies to thee extent applicable. For and an bedall of ircon international Limited

3 The above Is an extract of the detalled format of the financial results flled with the Stock Exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI Sd/-

(Usting and Other Disclosure Requirernents) Regulations, 2015, as amended. The full format of the asforesald Anarciasl results are  Place: New Delhi Brijesh Kemar Gupta
avallable on the Stock Exchanges webaite of BSE [hiips: /fwwae buelndia com), NSE [htpa:/fwww. raeindla_com) and Company'twebsite  Date: Bth February, 2024 Chairman & Managing Director
e DIN-10092756

4. Ministry of Rallway (MoR) vide letter dated 18103021 has decided in principle for dosure of indian Raflwey Stations Development
Corporation Limited, @ joint venture compary and transfer of its axiets and Babiiities to RLDA/Railways. The transaction pricng and
related modalities are In process.

5. Minhtry of Railway (MoR) has granted in-principle approval for closure of Bastar Raltway Private Limited, a join: venture company and
tramsler of ity assets and liabiities to Mo The legal formalities, pridng and related modalities are in process.

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

/I M (A Government of India Undertaking)

B It has been decided 1o handover Phase-| (Angul - Balram, 14 KM already oporational) and Phane- || (Balram-Putgadia-Tentulol, 54 XM
under ponstructionjof MCRL Project to Ministry of Raitwrys (MoR). The legal formalities, pricing and ralated modalities are In process

Rogisiersd Office: C-4, District Canire Sakel, New Deolhi-110017: Tal* +91-11-295656666; Far +81-11-
E-mail: info@ircon,org, Wehsite: www.ircon.org; Corporate ldentity Number: LAS203DL197660I008171
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