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LATE NIGHT MEETING AT KHARGE HOME; RAHUL CALLS AGENCIES ‘ELIMINATE OPP CELL’

One more Opp leader falls: ED arrests Soren for
‘money laundering’, he quits as Jharkhand CM

Ruling JMM-led alliance proposes
Minister Champai Soren as successor

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, JANUARY 31

JHARKHAND CHIEF Minister and
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM)
leader Hemant Soren was ar-
rested in Ranchi Wednesday night
after more than seven hours of
questioning by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in an alleged
money laundering case involving
ownership of a plot of land.

The arrest was made aday af-
ter the ED seized Rs 36 lakh in

cash and a luxury SUV from his
Delhi residence.

Not long before his arrest,
Soren submitted his resignation
to Governor C P Radhakrishnan
at Raj Bhavan.

“CM Hemant Soren has de-
cided to resign. Champai Soren
has been chosen as the new
leader of the legislative party...

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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RBI curbs on
Paytm: Can’t take
deposits, offer

other services
after Feb 29

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI, JAN 31

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
on Wednesday barred Paytm
Payments Bank from accepting
deposits or top-ups in any of its
key products — customer ac-
counts, prepaid instruments,
wallets, FASTags and National
Common Mobility Card (NCMC)
among others — after February
29 in the wake of “persistent
non-compliances and material
supervisory concerns”.

The RBI decision essentially
bars Paytm Payments Bank from
offering all its core services — in-
cluding accounts and wallets —
from March, effectively crippling
the company’s business. Given
the significant customer base of
Paytm — once the poster boy of
India’s fintech revolution — this
could impact a large number of
customers. Neither Paytm Pay-
ments Bank nor its parent com-
pany, One97 Communications,
commented on the RBI action.

“No further deposits or credit
transactions or top-ups should

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Hemant Soren tenders his resignation as Jharkhand CM to
Governor C P Radhakrishnan in the presence of Champai
Soren, at Raj Bhavan in Ranchi on Wednesday. ANI

——— AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION-PART2 ———

Rs 163 cr BMC special fund follows
party line: switch sides, get money

Rs 5 cr for ward after corporator switched from UBT to Shinde

PRATIP ACHARYA
MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

NOT JUST did the
Brihanmumbai  Municipal
Corporation (BMC) disburse
Rs 500 crore from its coffers
along party lines — only for proj-
ects proposed by ruling BJP-
Sena (Eknath Shinde) MLAs and
none for the Opposition —when
it came to its contingency fund,
it took this a step further.

In the 10 months between
February 2023 and December
31, 2023, the BMC allotted
Rs 163.29 crore from its
Rs 900-crore contingency fund
to 31 of the 227 “corporator
wards” in Mumbai for carrying
out civic works.

As many as 30 of these 31
wards are those where their cor-
porators had switched their po-
litical allegiance from the

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

s Betii budaets

FOT VOLeTs YIBil,
Mumba (BT 405
LeRde TS ihiteshle.

|

s
i

Opposition parties. Their
breakup: Uddhav Bal Thackeray
Shiv Sena — 21, Congress — 6 and
NCP — 3. One is from the BJP. All
the 30 crossed over to the Shiv
Sena led by Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde after he broke
away to form the state govern-

ment with the BJP in June 2022.

It was only after the 30 cor-
porators had switched that their
wards received the funds, Rs 5
crore each. Indeed, in many
cases, funds were cleared in less
than a fortnight of the former
corporator switching sides to the
ruling alliance.

None of the remaining 196
corporator wards received any
money from the contingency
fund, according to official
records, including those ob-
tained under the RTI, investi-
gated by The Indian Express.

The contingency fund is a
rainy-day corpus meant for use
specifically during “adverse situ-
ations” such as Covid-19 pan-
demic, landslides, bridge col-
lapses, etc. The civic body
normally sets aside around 4 per
cent of its annual net income to-
wards the corpus of the fund.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

New IT Rules on fact check unit:
Bombay HC gives split verdict

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

A DIVISION bench of the
Bombay High Court on
Wednesday delivered a split ver-
dict on a batch of petitions chal-
lenging the amended
Information Technology (IT)
Rules which empowered the
government to identify “fake
news” on social media platforms
through a Fact Check Unit (FCU).

While Justice Gautam Patel
agreed with the petitioners' con-
tentions and struck down the
amendment, Justice Neela
Gokhale upheld the govern-
ment's side.

In his verdict, Justice Patel
noted that the petitioners were
“correct in saying that the State
cannot coercively classify speech
as true or false and compel the
non-publication of the latter.
That is nothing but censorship.”

However, Justice Gokhale

said that alleging bias on the part
of FCU members because they
were government appointees
was “unfair”, and the recourse to
courts of law was always openin
case of any bias. The Rules “were
not directly penalising” the in-
termediary or the user and “did
not bring any chilling effect on
their rights”, she said.

The petitioners included
stand-up comic Kunal Kamra,
Editors Guild of India, News

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

UP gets its fourth ‘acting’ DGP; six more
states, one Ul have actmg pohce chiefs

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

THE UTTAR PRADESH govern-
ment Wednesday appointed
Director General (Law and
Order) Prashant Kumar as its act-
ing Director General of Police
(DGP). He replaces Vijay Kumar,
who too was an acting DGP, and
is, in fact, the fourth suchinarow
over the past 20 months.

This action is part of an in-
creasing trend of state govern-
ments not appointing regular
chiefs of police despite eligible of-
ficers being available. At present,
there are as many as seven states
and one Union Territory with an
acting DGP. These appointments
are typically made by handing
over the additional charge of the
police chief’s post to a DG rank
officer in the state holding some
other responsibility.

While Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, UP and Punjab have
had such temporary DGPs for al-
most or more than a year, three

apa;pﬁr..nem'ss.cnm

UP CM Yogi Adityanath with
acting DGP Prashant Kumar
on Wednesday. ANI

other states, Uttarakhand,
Odishaand West Bengal, and the
Union Territory of J&K, have re-
cently appointed “acting DGPs”.
Such actionis in complete vi-
olation of the Supreme Court
guidelines on DGP appoint-
ments in the Prakash Singh case
and the guidelines issued by the
Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC). The apex
court has clearly said no tempo-
rary or ad hoc appointments of
police chiefs must be made bar-
ring exceptional circumstances.
UPSC guidelines say states must
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

*eaa.fm INDIA bloc rattled again,

unsure if ‘BJP vendetta’
has echo on poll street

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

BARELY TWO months before the
Lok Sabha elections, the embat-
tled INDIA bloc Wednesday suf-
fered another political blow —
the late-night arrest of JMM
leader Hemant Soren by the
Enforcement Directorate on cor-

ruption charges minutes after his
resignation as Jharkhand Chief
Minister.

This comes days after Nitish
Kumar's JD(U) walked out of the
INDIA bloc and returned to the
NDA, stunning the Opposition
parties.

Stumbling from one crisis to
the next, the Opposition alliance,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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ARTICLE 370 TO RAM
TEMPLE: PRESIDENT
LISTS GOVT’'S KEY

ACHIEVEMENTS
PAGE 11

DISPUTE OVER VARANASI SITE

District court allows
puja inside cellar at
Gyanvapi complex

Mosque panel says barricading cut by
admn hours after order, moving SC

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 31

SIX DAYS after it handed litigants
copies of an Archaeological
Survey of India’s report which
stated that “there existed a
Hindu temple prior to the con-
struction” of the Gyanvapi
mosque, the Varanasi district
court Wednesday directed that
a priest be allowed to perform
pujainthe southern cellar of the
mosque complex.

District Judge A K Vishvesha,
in his order, said, “District
Magistrate, Varanasi/Receiver is
being directed to get puja, raag
bhog done by a priest, desig-
nated by the plaintiff and Kashi
Vishwanath Trust, of idols in the
cellar to the south, which is dis-
puted, of building situated on
settlement plot no. 9130, police
station Chowk, District Varanasi.
For this, suitable arrangements
must be made with iron barri-
cading and other things within

Thecellar,
® theclaims

EXPLAINED

HINDU LITIGANTS call the
cellar Vyasji ka tehkhana
and say idols were wor-
shipped there before the
practice was stopped in
1993.1tis in the southern
part of the Gyanvapi
mosque complex. The
mosque committee says
noidols existed in the cel-
lar, and no prayers were
ever offered there.
EXPLAINED, PAGE 13

seven days.”

Late Wednesday, S M Yasin,
Joint Secretary of the Anjuman
Intezamia Masajid Committee,
which had opposed the plea for
allowing puja in the southern
cellar and said it would approach

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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ED arrests Soren, he quits as Jharkhand CM

All the MLAs are with us,”
Jharkhand Congress president
Rajesh Thakur said. The JMM and
Congress are allies in the state.

Champai Soren, state
Transport Minister and a loyalist
of Hemant Soren, told reporters,
“We have staked a claim to form
the new government with the
support of 47 MLAs.” Sources,
however, said the Governor has
told the ruling alliance he will re-
vert on their proposal after con-
sidering the legalities.

The ruling coalition of JMM,
Congress and RJD has 29, 17 and
one MLA respectively. In the
Opposition, the BJPhas 26 and the
AJSU three. The CPI(M-L)and NCP
(AP) have one MLA each while
there are two independents.

Late Wednesday night, Soren
filed a writ petition in the
Jharkhand High Court against his
arrest. The matter will be heard at
10.30 am Thursday.

A letter Soren wrote to his
MLAs earlier in the day was re-
leased after his arrest. It stated:
“You are aware that yesterday, on
30.01.2024, in the meeting of the
Party Legislature Party, this pro-
posal was passed unanimously
that if in any adverse circum-
stances, I have to leave my post of
Leader of the Legislature Party,

then in that situation the new
leader of the Legislature Party will
be elected. The selection will be
made by me, which will be uni-
versally accepted. The above pro-
posal was also agreed to in the
meeting of MLAs of all the coali-
tion parties.”

“Todaylam going toappearin
compliance with the summons of
ED.Iflamarrested. .. insuchasit-
uation, after due consideration, I
have decided to nominate
Champai Soren as the new leader
of the legislature party. After for-
mally electing him as the leader
of the Legislative Party in the
meeting of the Legislative Party,
alongwith theleaders of all theal-
lied parties, taking his letter of
support, under the leadership of
the new leader, all of you honor-
able MLAs will go before the
Honourable Governor and stake
claim for the formation of a new
government. Showing their rock-
solid unity, they will remain pres-
ent in Ranchi till the formation of
the new government,” the letter
stated.

Sorenasked the MLAs that “in
my absence, you all will take care
of my family, my respected father
Dishom Guru Shri Shibu Soren ji
and mother who is not in good
health and will also keep your love

9-yr-old girl caught
in tripartite custody
row leaves shelter

DHEERAJMISHRA
AGRA, JANUARY 31

"EK DIDI thi, jiske saath main
ludo khelti thi, voh god chali gayi
(Tused to play ludo with a girl, but
she has been adopted)”, these
were the first words of the nine-
year-old, who walked out of the
government shelter home,
where she was staying for a-year-
and-a-half after being caughtina
tripartite custody battle in Agra.

The Allahabad High Court on
Monday ordered that the custody
of the child be given to Meena
Devi(45), who fostered her since
birth after she was found aban-
doned by a eunuch, Anjali, in
Farrukhabad in November 2014.
The girl walked out of the home
at 3 pmon Tuesday.

Anjali gave the child to Meena
after her community told her
that she was not allowed toraise
a girl child. Nearly eight years
later, Anjali demanded the child
back, citing their “old deal” and
when Meena refused to do so,
she filed a complaint with the
Child Welfare Committee (CWC).

The custody battle was fur-
ther complicated when Nitin
Garg, an Agra-based business-
man, filed an application on the
advice of CWC, claiming that the
child could be his daughter “who
went missing in November

2015”. To clear the air, the high
court on November 24,2023, or-
dered a DNA test on the child but
the report came negative.

For the nine-year-old, the
phrase “god lena”, the meaning
of which she doesn’t quite grasp,
is now etched in her memory
formed at the Rajkiya Balika Grih
when referring to friends who
went “missing”.

The girl, mumbling while she
tried to fix the eyes of her old
teddy bear, was dressed ina new
cream-coloured sweatshirt and
blue jeans. She had a boy's cut
and was dressed by her foster
mother Meena. She sat next to
her father, Arman Khan, holding
on to his hand tightly as people
clicked photos and bombarded
her with questions.

As the baffled child tried to
understand how she ended up
in a shelter home and why peo-
ple were clicking her pictures,
Meena caressed her hair.

“I have not only got my
daughter back butI have also got
anew life. 1 already had four chil-
dren but the day she arrived at
my doorstep in November 2014
wrapped in a towel and crying
loudly she became our
world....Today, she has got free-
dom after 18 months,” said
Meena sitting fingers crossed, as
the next hurdle of the adoption
process awaits her.

e UP gets fourth ‘acting’ DGP

send alist of eligible officers, with
atleast three senior-most officers,
to the Commission six months be-
fore the retirement of the incum-
bent DGP.

“Honourable Supreme Court
had assigned this task (of prepar-
ing guidelines) to the UPSC. But
unless we receive a proposal
which is complete in all respects
from the concerned states, we
have no role to play at all in this,”
UPSC Chairman Manoj Soni said.

States are either not sending
proposals, or the proposals have
technical errors, prompting the
Commission to send these pro-
posals back.

Further, there has been no
hearing in the principal Prakash
Singh case forimplementation of
police reforms for the past three-
and-a-halfyears. “This trend of ap-
pointing acting DGPs is contrary
toSCdirections and does not con-
formto any state-level legislation
either. This matter should be
taken up by the SC. My application
to the court in this regard is also
pending,” former UP DGP and po-
lice reforms crusader Prakash
Singh said.

A questionnaire on the issue
sent to the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs, which is the cadre
controlling authority of the IPS,
did not elicit any response.
Queries were also sent to chief
secretaries of all concerned states
and union territories, but no re-
sponse was received.

Sources in the administration
of these states, however, pointed
out “flaws” in the SCjudgementin
the Prakash Singh case. They said
the orderis such that UPSCinvari-
ably chooses the three senior-
most police officers from the list
sent to it by the states, and the
state government is forced to
choose one among them. The CM
should have some discretion over

who is best suited to lead the po-
lice force. The government’s
choice may not necessarily be
among the three senior-most,
they said.

The case of UPis special. It has
had three “acting DGPs” in succes-
sion since May, 2022. On
Wednesday, the state got its
fourth. After removing then DGP,
1987-batch IPS officer Mukul
Goel, for “lack of interest towards
work”, the state appointed 1988
batch IPS officer Devendra Singh
Chauhan as acting DG. Following
his retirement on March 31,2022,
1988 batch IPS officer Raj Kumar
Vishwakarma was made acting
DG.Then on May 31, upon retire-
ment, Vishwakarma was replaced
by Vijay Kumar as acting DG. Vijay
Kumar had superseded his senior
Anand Kumar, and retired
Wednesday.

In Andhra Pradesh, the YSRCP
government appointed 1992
batch IPS officer Kasireddy
Rajendranath Reddy as acting
Andhra DGP in February 2023.
There were nine eligible IPS offi-
cers of the cadre who were senior
toReddy then. He continues in the
post.

In Telangana, the Election
Commission promptly removed
Anjani Kumar, who as acting DG,
was photographed with Congress
state president Revanth Reddy at
his residence after vote counting
trends of the Assembly elections
on December 3, 2023. The state
then appointed 1990-batch IPS of-
ficer Ravi Gupta as acting DGP of
Telangana. The new Reddy gov-
ernment has continued with the
practice, Itappointed Gautam, the
senior-most IPS officerin the state,
and has not yet been made a reg-
ular DGP.

The Punjab government un-
der AAP gave additional charge of
the state DGPto 1992 batch IPS of-

empﬂr..ne'ss.cnm

for my younger brother”.

In a couplet posted on social
media following the arrest, Soren
wrote that “life is a battle” and he
“will fight every moment but not
beg for compromise”. He wrote
that the “heartache of our people
will not be in vain”, and he will
“not accept defeat”. “Jai
Jharkhand,” he concluded.

Speculation over Soren’s arrest
was rife since 5.30 pm when two
mini-buses were seen going in-
side the CM residence. Half an
hour later, Chief Secretary L
Khyangate and DGP Ajay Kumar
Singh arrived at his residence.

The development caps days of
dramabetween Sorenand thein-
vestigative agency - from the ED
searching his Delhi residence to
his party lashing out over the
move to “malign” his image.

The ED had been sending reg-
ular summons to Sorenin connec-
tion with the alleged money laun-
dering case,and he had repeatedly
refused to appear before the
agency. He had been questioned
thrice: The first was in November
2021 in an alleged illegal mining
case filed by the ED. The second
and the third summons - on
January 20 and 31 respectively —
pertain to the alleged proceeds of
crime connected to the sale and

e Gyanvapi: Dist court allows puja

a higher court against the order,
said, “The administrationreached
the mosque complex late evening.
They cut the barricading towards
the southern cellar. We were not
informed about this, and we still
haven't received a copy of the
court order. We will move the
Supreme Court tomorrow.”

Inaposton X, Akhilesh Yadav,
SP chief and Leader of Opposition
in the Assembly said: “Due
process has to be maintained
while following any court order.
The Varanasi Court fixed a 7-day
period for it. What we are seeing
now is aconcerted effort to go be-
yond due process and prevent any
legal recourse that can be taken.”

The cellar, which Hindu plain-
tiffs call ‘Vyasji ka tehkhana’
(Vyas;ji’'s cellar), is part of the
mosque complex. Hindulitigants,
appearing before the court, have
claimed that the Gyanvapi
mosque was built on the site of the
earlier Kashi Vishwanath temple
after its destruction in the 17th
century. The existing Kashi
Vishwanath temple stands adja-
centto the mosque. The ASIreport
also stated that “the pre-existing
structure appears to have been
destroyed in the 17th century,
during thereign of Aurangzeband
partofitwas modified and reused
in the existing structure”.

The district court’s direction
came on the petition of Shailendra
Kumar Pathak, head priest of
Acharya Ved Vyas Peeth temple,
who said that the Vyas family had
been offering prayers in the cellar
even during the rule of the British
but the practice was stopped in
December 1993. According to

ficer Gaurav Yadav in July 2022 af-
ter then incumbent DGP, the 1987
batch IPS officer VK Bhawra pro-
ceeded on two months leave.
However, when Bhawra returned
on September 2, the AAP govern-
ment transferred him as chair-
man of Punjab Police Housing
Corporation. While Yadav contin-
ues toremain acting DGP, Bhawra
has challenged his removal in the
Central Administrative Tribunal.
Apart from Bhawra, there are five
IPS officers senior to Yadavand el-
igible for DGP’s post in Punjab.

InJ&K;, the Centre handed over
the additional charge of the UT
DGP to 1992 batch IPS officer RR
Swain in October, 2023. Swain
also heads the UT's CID. There are
seven eligible officers senior to
himin the AGMUT cadre.

In Uttarakhand, the Pushkar
Singh Dhami government gave
additional charge of state DGP to
1996 batch IPS officer Abhinav
Kumarin November, 2023. Again,
Kumar’s name was in the list of
three officers sent to UPSC for
DGP’s post. The other two were
1995 batch IPS officer Deepam
Seth and PVK Prasad. In Odisha,
the Naveen Patnaik government
appointed 1990 batch IPS officer
Arun Kumar Sarangi as acting
DGPonDecember 31,2023.There
are seven IPS officers senior to
Sarangi in the state.

In West Bengal, the Mamata
Banerjee government on
December 27,2023 appointed
1989 batch IPS officer Rajeev
Kumar as acting DGP of the state.
Though he isamong the three se-
niormost IPS officers in the state,
he has not been given full charge.
Kumar had hit headlines a few
years ago when CBI summoned
him for questioning in the
Saradha chit fund case prompting
Bannerji to stage a dharna in
Kolkata.

Soren was questioned.

alleged to be owned” by him.

served as Director of the state’s
Social Welfare Department and

Deputy Commissioner of Ranchi. |

- party line: switch sides, get money

Judge Vishvesha’s order, the |
lawyer for Pathak said the court, :
while disposing of his application
(9G) on January 17, passed an or-
der allowing the application. “The :
court had deputed the Varanasi
DM asrreceiver for southerncellar.
The court had directed the !
Varanasi DM will keep cellarin his :
possession and to keep it secure.” |

Itquoted the plaintiff'slawyer |
pointing out that the order had
been passed only on the first part
of the application but not on the !
second part though the plaintiff
had sought directions on both. '
After going through his January 17
order, Judge Vishvesha said the
plaintiff had said that prayers used |
to be done in the southern cellar. :

“In December, 1993, priest
Vyasji was stopped from entering
the area beyond the barricade.
Hence, the prayers, raagbhogand
other rituals were stopped. Vyasji
used to perform puja there from

the time of the Britishand that he
had possession, and he prayed
there until 1993. After that, the
door to the cellar was removed. :
Several Hindu sculpturesand puja '
material are still in the cellar. It is :
necessary to do puja of the idols
thereinacontrolled manner;,” the :
order stated, quoting the plaintiff. :

Opposing the prayer to allow !
puja, lawyers for the mosque
committee told the court thatno :
one from the Vyas family everdid :
puja there. “Hence, there was no :
question of stopping pujain 1993.
Atthe said spot, noidol was there.
The plaintiff's claim that the Vyas :
family had possession of the cellar :
is false,” the order quoted the
. municipal commissioner.

mosque committee lawyers.

however, hopes to project the ar-
rest of the 48-year-old tribal

- leaderas yet another “outrageous
purchase of Army land in Ranchi
inwhichIAS officer ChhaviRanjan
isalsoanaccused. In this case, the :
ED probe claimed to have uncov-
ered illegal sale and purchase of :
another piece of 8-acre land in
Ranchi’s Bargain area. Itis in con- :
nection with this plot of land that
. leadersincluding Congress presi-

In a letter to the ED earlier, :
Soren had clarified that the plotof :
land in Bargain was “wrongfully :
:  RBaalu met at Kharge’s house to

Hours before Soren’s arrest, :
the Jharkhand Police had also '
lodged anFIR against senior ED of-
ficials under the SC/ST Act based
on Soren’s complaint regarding '
the searches at his Delhi residence. :
In his complaint, Soren alleged | Jharkhand.
that the ED conducted the search :
operation to “harass and malign
him and his entire community”. :
He also addressed ED’s claims of '
aBMW car and cash being seized '
from the Delhi residence. “l am !
not the owner of the BMW...Ido !
not own any illicit cash,” he said, :
adding that the “aforesaid acts” of
the ED were done to “intention- :
ally humiliate me in public”. The
EDhassofararrested 14 peoplein
the case, including Ranjan, who

political” move by a “vengeful”
and “dictatorial” BJP government
out to finish the Opposition and
silence its critics. It is to be seen
how the development will play
outin Parliament, the Budget ses-
sion of which began Wednesday.

Late in the evening, INDIA

dent Mallikarjun Kharge, Sonia
Gandhi, CPM’s Sitaram Yechury,
NCP’s Sharad Pawar and DMK’s T

discuss the way forward.

Soren’s arrestand the political
turmoil in Jharkhand is a chal-
lenge to the INDIA bloc, both in
terms of larger perception and
electoral preparedness in

On Friday, Rahul Gandhi’s
Bharat]JodoNyay Yatrais settoen-
ter Jharkhand. Nitish’s exit,
Mamata’s declaration that her
TMCwill contest all seats in West
Bengal, AAP’s decision to go alone
inPunjaband the strainin ties be-
tween the Congress and Akhilesh
Yadav's SPin Uttar Pradesh -- the
sense of drift in the INDIA bloc is
getting more pronounced.

The Congress slammed the

BJP government for Soren’s arrest.
“ED, CBL IT etc are no longer gov-
ernmentagencies...they have be-
come the BJP’s ‘eliminate opposi-
tion cell'. The BJP, which itself is
steeped in corruption, is running
acampaign to destroy democracy
due to its obsession for power,”
Gandbhi said.

Kharge, too, was scathing.
“Those who have not gone with
Modi will go to jail. To put the ED
behind Hemant Soren to force
him toresignas CM...isanassault
onfederalism. After having made
the provisions of the PMLA dra-
conian, intimidating and scaring
opposition leaders have now be-
come part of the toolkit of the BJP”
he said. “Those who have gone
through the BJP washing machine
have come out sparkling white...
we will not be scared...we will
fight from Parliament to the
streets,” he added.

Soren is just one among the
several Opposition leaders who
are facing probes. And the list cuts
across party lines and ideological
divides: from Delhi Chief Minister
and AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal,
Telangana’s new Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy, his Kerala coun-
terpart and CPM veteran Pinarayi
Vijayan, former Chhattisgarh Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel, the
family members of R]D supremo
LaluPrasad, former Haryana Chief
Minister and Congress veteran
Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister Farooq
Abdullah and NCP chief Sharad
Pawar, the list is long.

Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi, too, face ED probe in the
National Herald case.

But the question is whether
the opposition’s political argu-
ment finds resonance on the
street. Last April, the Supreme
Court declined to entertain a plea
by 14 Opposition parties against
misuse of Central agencies saying
thatit can intervene in individual
cases but can’tlay down “separate
guidelines” only for politicians.

And in July, on the day of the
INDIA meeting in Bengaluru, PM
Narendra Modi called it a “con-
clave of the corrupt.”

Opposition parties, accusing
the BJP government of misusing
investigative agencies, have often
failed to speak in one voice when
it comes to many of the cases be-
cause of inter-party rivalries and
local compulsions.

Soren’s case, in fact, could be

- o INDIA bloc rattled again, unsure if ‘BJP vendetta’ has echo on poll street

an exception since the Congress,
the third force in the state, is an
ally. The grand old party, for in-
stance, shed few tears when for-
mer Delhi Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia was arrested in February
last year in connection with the
excise policy case. Sisodia has
been in jail for nearly a year now.
Kejriwal toois facing the agency’s
heatin the case with the fifth sum-
mons going out Wednesday. The
AAP believes Kejriwal could also
be arrested anytime.

The Congress never really tar-
geted the Centre or the agencies
over the cases against senior TMC
leader Abhishek Banerjee either.
The CPM, another key member of
the INDIA bloc, has often targeted
the ruling TMC over charges of
corruption. The Congress’s Kerala
unit was upbeat when Kerala CM
Pinarayi Vijayan came under ED
radar. The AAP repeatedly spoke
about the corruption charges and
the ED probe against Bhupesh
Baghel even as late as during the
campaign for the Assembly elec-
tions in Chhattisgarh in
November-December. The lack of
camaraderie despite the shared
belief that the BJP government is
misusing the agencies to target
the opposition could be amarker.

.Rs 163 cr BMC special fund follows

The typical modus operandi:
records show that a former cor-
porator would switch sides to
the Shinde Sena, following
which the BMC’s ward officer in
charge of that corporator’s ward
would send a written proposal
seeking funds to the office of the
civic body, which in turn, would
clear the proposal.

On Wednesday, The Indian
Express had reported that the
BMC, which has not had elec-
tions for almost two years, dis-
bursed Rs 500 crore to MLAs in
Mumbai to carry out civic works
in their constituencies. While all
21 MLAs of the ruling Shiv Sena-
BJP alliance in Mumbai got funds
under this special provision, the
15 Opposition MLAs drew a
blank.

Despite several attempts,
BMC Commissioner and
Administrator IS Chahal was not
available for comment.

Shiv Sena UBT leader Aaditya
Thackeray said, “Whenever any
member from the Opposition
side approaches the municipal
commissioner, he is told that for-
mer corporators can’t claim any
fund. However, if any ex-corpo-
rator having affiliation with the
ruling alliance approaches the
civic authority then their de-
mand gets approved within a
fortnight. This clearly shows how
the administration is working on
the behest of the ruling party.”

Mumbai’s 227 corporator
wards constitute 24 municipal
wards whose administrative
head is a “ward officer,” a BMC
official of the rank of assistant

¢ RBI puts curbs on Paytm

be allowed in any customer ac-
counts, prepaid instruments,
wallets, FASTags, NCMC cards,
etc. after February 29, 2024,
other than any interest, cash-
backs, or refunds which may be
credited anytime,” the RBI said
on Wednesday.

“Withdrawal or utilisation of
balances by its customers from
their accounts including savings
bank accounts, current accounts,
prepaid instruments, FASTags,
National Common Mobility Cards,
etc. are to be permitted without
any restrictions, upto their avail-
able balance,” it added.

According to the Paytm
Payments Bank website, it has
over 100 million KYC-verified cus-
tomers. “We are also the largest is-
suer of FASTag with over 8 million
FASTag units issued,” the website
says. Paytm founder and chair-
man Vijay Shekhar Sharmaisalso
the part-time chairman of the
bank. Paytm has been facing RBI
scrutiny since 2018.

While the RBI did not specify
the reasons for the latest action,
sources in the know said it could
be due to concerns over KYC
compliance and IT-related issues.
The central bank s against allow-
ing any institution or banking en-
tity to expose depositors' money
to such risks.

It is learnt that Paytm
Payments Bank and One97
Communications had also come
under RBI scrutiny for purported
lack of requisite information bar-
riers within the group, and data
access to China-based entities that
were indirect shareholders
through their stake in the parent
company. The failure to address
these concerns at multiple levels
over an extended period is learnt
to have led to the latest action.

Although Antfin, an affiliate of
Chinese conglomerate Alibaba,

attracted scrutiny.

out services, breached the regula-
tory ceiling of end-of-the-day bal-
ancein certain customer advance
accounts, and even delayed re-

porting a cyber security incident. |
Government sources said the

matter was the prerogative of the
RBIand nodirections were issued
by the finance ministry. “Itisa su-
pervisory action taken by the reg-
ulator... The finance ministry does
not issue any guidelines on such
operational matters which fall un-
der the purview of the regulator,”
aministry source said.

In its press release on
Wednesday, the RBI said: “In press
release dated March 11,2022, the
Reserve Bank of India... had di-
rected Paytm Payments Bank Ltd

to stop onboarding of new cus- |
tomers with immediate effect. |
The comprehensive systemaudit
report and subsequent compli- !
ance validation report of the ex- |
ternal auditors revealed persist- |
and |
continued material supervisory |
concerns in the bank, warranting :

ent non-compliances

further supervisory action.”

Before their terms ended on
March 7,2022, the BMC had 88
corporators from the Shiv Sena
(undivided), 80 from the BJP,
Congress 31, NCP 9, MNS 7,
AIMIM 2, Samajwadi Party 6.
With BMC going without elec-
tions since then, the civic body
has no sitting corporators. It's the
ward officers who have been rais-
ing demands for grants to carry
out various development works.

Switch sides, take
money promptly

Adetailed list of the 31 show-
ing the date of crossing over to
the Sena (Shinde) and disbursal
is on indianexpress.com.
Consider these telling examples:

B On August 26, 2023,
Congress'’s five ex-corporators,
Ganga Mane and her husband
Kunal Mane, Babbu Khan, Jyotsna
Parmar and Bhaskar Shetty, from
Dharavi joined the Shinde-led
Shiv Sena. Three days later, on
August 29,2023, their ward offi-
cer put out four separate propos-
als of Rs 5 crore each, seeking
funds for carrying out civic infra-
structure works in the four wards
these corporators once repre-
sented. On August 29, 2023, the
BMC cleared Rs 5 crore each.

M On June 19, 2023, within
weeks of two UBT Sena ex-cor-
porators from Chandivali, Kiran
Landge and Ashwini Matekar,
joining the Shinde Sena, their
ward officer sought Rs 5.42 crore
and Rs 5.69 crore for the two cor-
porator wards respectively. Two
days later, the civic administra-
tion approved an allotment of Rs

Broadcasters and Digital
Association and Association of
Indian Magazines. In accordance
with the HC Rules, the bench di-
rected its registry to place the pe-
titions before Chief Justice
Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya for
referring it to a third judge.
Appearing for the Centre,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta

up under theamended IT Rules to
identify fake, false and misleading
facts onsocial media, wouldn’tbe
notified for 10 days. After Mehta
said that he did not have instruc-
tions to extend this beyond 10
days, the HC said substantive ap-
plication for further continuance
should be made to the third judge.

In April last year, the Ministry
of Electronics and Information
Technology (MEITY) promulgated
the 2023 Rules, which further
amended the Information
Technology Rules, 2021.

Under the new Rules, if the
FCU comes across or is informed
about any posts that are “fake”,
“false” or contain “misleading”
facts pertaining to the business of
the government, itwould flagitto
the social media intermediaries.
The online intermediaries would
then have to take down such con-
tent if they wanted to retain their
“safe harbour” (legal immunity
against third-party content).

The petitioners had chal-
lenged the constitutional validity
of the Rules, terming them arbi-
trary, unconstitutional, and in vi-
olation of fundamental rights. The
Centre had said it was not against
any kind of opinion, criticism,
satire or humour targeting the
government, and the Rules were
meant to only proscribe or pro-
hibit peddling of fake, false and
misleading facts on social media
related to “government business”.

The bench had concluded the

5 crore each.

M Between June 2022 and
March 2023, three former cor-
porators -- Samadhan Sarvankar,
Santosh Kharat and Datta
Narvankar - shifted loyalties
from the UBT Sena to the Shinde
faction. On June 20, 2023, their
ward officer sought Rs 15 crore
for carrying out civic works in
these three zones. Aday later, the
fund allotment was cleared.

M Sheetal Mhatre, a former
UBT Sena corporator, joined the
Shinde camp in July 2022.
Months later, on June 19, 2023,
the corporator ward she repre-
sented in Dahisar got Rs 5 crore.
When contacted for acomment
on this pattern of selective dis-
bursement, Mhatre denied any
bias. “I can't comment on the
pattern of how the funds are be-
ing disbursed since it’s being
done by the BMC. However, the
authorities are giving out funds
only to those who are putting in
requests. At present, since there
are no elected corporatorsin the
BMC, as former corporators, we
put in requests based on which
they are making the funds avail-
able. Also, this whole mecha-
nism is being done under the
watch of the Guardian Ministers
of Mumbai,” she said.

Mumbai Congress chief
Varsha Gaikwad, however, coun-
ters this. “In my area, the coun-
cillors who were with me did not
get funds. But now that they
have shifted to the Shiv Sena
(Shinde Group), they have. The
decision of allocating funds toan
area should be done through
proper examination and reports,

hearings on September 29 last
year and said the judgment would
be pronounced on December 1.
However, the ruling was later de-
ferred. On Wednesday, Justice
Patel rejected “the attempt to cur-
tail Article 19(1)(a) buried in the
submission that the fundamental
right is to ensure that every citi-
zenreceives only ‘true’ and ‘accu-
rate’ information --as determined
by the government”.

“It is not the business of the
government to keep citizens from
falling into error. It is the other way
around. For it is very much (the)
business, and should be the duty;,
of every citizen to prevent the gov-
ernment from falling into error.
Governments do not select citi-
zens. Citizens elect governments,”
he observed.

He said the government-con-
trolled Press Information Bureau
(PIB)“already has a significant so-
cial media presence” and there
was “no need” for any FCU to be
created. Stating that the right to
freedom of speech was not “ab-
solute”, Justice Patel said it is al-
ways to be “under-regulated”
while “restrictions onit — attempts
at control and abridgement -
must be over-regulated”,and “not
the other way round”.

This is not a finding that there
is a fundamental right to false-
hood or fake news or deepfakes,
he said, adding that it was quite
the contrary. He said it is “unthink-
able” that any one entity can uni-
laterally identify the content to be
fake, false or misleading, and this
“cannot be sole preserve of the
government”. The argument that
the governmentis “best placed to
know the truth” about its affairsis
equally true of every citizen and
every entity, he said.

He said there was “no justifi-
cation as to why the business of
the central government should

rather than being selective about
where the councillor is from,”
she said.

Don’t switch parties,
don’t get money

Gaikwad has reason to dis-
agree. For, there are cases where
corporators from wards next to
each other sought contingency
funds but money was disbursed
to the one who had switched
sides.

Some telling examples:

B On July 28, 2023, UBT
Sena's Mangesh Satamkar, cor-
porator from the Sion municipal
ward, joined the Shinde Sena. A
month later, his ward officer
sought Rs 5 crore which was
cleared by the BMC. In contrast,
in the adjoining ward, requests
by its former corporator from
Congress party, Ravi Raja, remain
pending till date. This despite the
fact that Raja has written a sec-
ond letter to the BMC
Commissioner and a third to the
Guardian Minister.

B UBT Sena MP from South
Mumbai, Arvind Sawant, wrote
to BMC chief on February 2,
2023, seeking Rs 6 crore under
the contingency fund for carry-
ing out civic works in a Sewri
ward. Its sitting corporator is
Sachin Padwal from the Sena
UBT. However, the BMC is yet to
allot funds to this ward. Sawant
also sought funds for two other
wards in south Mumbai where
the former corporators are with
Sena (UBT) and Congress; how-
ever, the BMCis yet to allot funds
to these wards.

e New IT Rules on fact check unit: HC split verdict

has been reducing its stake in
One97 Communications, itis still |
ashareholder in the company. As
of December 31, Antfin held 9.89 |
per cent stake in the company,ac- |
cording to stock exchange data. |
Given the frosty relationship be- !
tween India and China over the |
past few years, Chinese invest- |
ments in Indian companies have |
. told the HC that the FCU, to be set

In October 2023, the RBI had |
slapped a fine of Rs 5.39 crore on |
Paytm Payments Bank due tode- |
ficiencies in regulatory compli- |
ances. According to the regulator, |
Paytm failed toidentify beneficial !
owner in respect of entities on- |
boarded by it for providing pay- |
outservices, did not monitor pay- |
out transactionsand carry outrisk
profiling of entities availing pay- |

stand on a special footing distinct
from other information”.

“The suggestion that the cen-
tral government most especially
is in a particularly vulnerable po-
sition and cannot defend itself is
hardly tenable. It has information.
It has a reach. It can disseminate
widely. For the one authority that
can literally shut down the inter-
net in a region, pull the plug en-
tirely, to suggest this is hardly
credible,” he said.

Justice Patel noted that there
are various “fertile grounds” for
criticism of the government and
this takes place on printas well as
online/ digital platforms. “Afterall,
the fundamental rights are to pro-
tect the minority, not the other
way around. The argument thata
news outlet is not a ‘citizen’ and
cannot complain is also without
merit,” he said.

In her contrasting judgment,
Justice Gokhale held the impu-
gned rule as neither ultra vires to
the IT Act nor contrary to the Sup-
reme Court judgment. “Theimpu-
gned Ruleis not violative of Article
14 based on the FCU consisting of
government officials thereby
making the government the final
arbiter in own cause,” she said.

Justice Gokhale held that “the
rights of a user or any aggrieved
person to approach the grievance
redressal mechanism and the ap-
pellate authority is contemplated
under the Rules and the compe-
tent court is the final arbiter...”

Dismissing the pleas, she held:
“Right of citizens to participate in
the representative and participa-
tive democracy of the county is
meaningless unless they have ac-
cess toauthenticinformationand
are not misled by misinforma-
tion.” She concluded that the
measures adopted by the govern-
ment were “consistent with the
object of the law”.
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Express investigation report: Opp seeks probe
into BMC disbursing funds to ruling MLLAs
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DRAWING UP THE BUDGET: Sagar Kambli, an artist from Gurukul School of Art, paints

-
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portraits of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in
Mumbai, ahead of the presentation of Interim Budget 2024 on Thursday. Sankhadeep Banerjee

BMC BUDGET TOMORROW

Policies to finance weaker
sections may be introduced

Announcements for new infra projects unlikely this year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

THE BRIHANMUMBAI
Municipal Corporation's (BMC)
annual budget, which will be
tabled on Friday;, is slated to roll
out a slew of policies towards
providing financial assistance to
the weaker and marginalised
communities, owing to the fact
that this is an election year.

According to sources in the
civic body, BMCis slated to make
blanket allocations for ongoing
mega infrastructure projects,
while announcements pertain-
ing to any new projects are un-
likely to be made this year.

For the second consecutive
year and only the third time
since the civic body's inception
in 1889, the BMC’s annual
budget will be presented by the
municipal commissioner and
state-appointed administrator

Igbal Singh Chahal. With no sit-
ting corporators, whose terms
ended in March 2022, Chahal is
currently the sole authority in
the civic body.

In the run up to the elec-
tions, sources in the municipal
body have said that the budget
will make an optimum alloca-
tion of funds for marginalised
communities, weaker sections
of the society and women self
help groups.

Furthermore, sources added
that the civic body is likely to
make a blanket fund allocation
in a bid to provide a boost to key
ongoing projects in the city in-
cluding the second phase of the
Mumbai Coastal Road Project,
sewage treatment projects and
the  ambitious  Dahisar
Bhayandar Link Road (DBLR).

Another key aspect, which s
likely to find place in this year’s
budget, is further allocation for
Mumbai's ambitious concretisa-

tion project of roads. The project
had been announced in August
2022, after the Eknath Shinde-
Devendra Fadnavis government
came to power in July 2022 and
announced that Mumbai's roads
would be made cement concrete
and pothole-free by 2024.
Sources, however, main-
tained, "It is likely that there will
be no new project announce-
ments in this budget. Keeping
in mind that this is an election
year, the budget may roll out
policies towards providing fi-
nancial assistance to the mar-
ginalised and the weaker sec-
tions of the society."
Lastyear,in 2023 - 2024, pre-
sented a budget of Rs 52,619.07
crore budget, which was a spike
of 14.52 per cent more than the
2022-23 amount (Rs 45,949.21
crore). It was for the first time in
the history of the BMC that its
budget had crossed the Rs
50,000-crore mark.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

OPPOSITION  LEADERS in
Maharashtra slammed the state
government and civic authorities
on Wednesday;, after The Indian
Express published an investiga-
tionreport thatrevealed how over
the past year, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)dis-
bursed funds amounting to Rs
500 crore only to MLAs from the
ruling BJP and Eknath Shinde-led
Shiv Sena alliance.

Demanding an inquiry, the
opposition parties asked whether
the government considers public
funds as its exclusive property.
“The government has insulted the
democratically elected represen-
tatives and millions of Mumba-
ikars who elected them... This is
vindictive politics due to which
Mumbaikars of the said 15 as-
sembly constituencies are de-
prived of development. We
strongly condemn this, and the
Shinde government will have to
be answerable,” said Mumbai
Congress president and MLA
Varsha Gaikwad.

Further questioning the au-
thorities, she said, “Where ex-
actly did this money go? All
cases should be investigated
fairly and action should be taken.
Congress will take legal action
and take to the streets along
with Mumbaikars.”

Polls on hold, BMC gave Rs 500 crore |
for city upgrade — all to ruling MLAS
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The Indian Express carried
the report on January 31.

Alleging that it is a betrayal of
Mumbaikars, Gaikwad said, “The
formation of the Shinde-
Fadnavis-Pawar government is
through politics of extortion.
There are attempts made daily to
poach former corporators and op-
position MLAs. However, since the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) MLAs
are not responding, the govern-
ment is trying to capture them
through the ED on one side and
the administrators and guardian
ministers of the Municipal
Corporation on the other side.”

Government gives funds to
MLAs for development works
and not as any favour, said
Maharashtra Congress
spokesperson Atul Londhe,
adding, “People’s money must be
given to the people. Not giving
development funds to opposi-
tion MLAs is a form of depriving
the people of that constituency
from development.” He said that
the people of Maharashtra will
give a befitting reply to the ruling

side in the coming elections.
Supriya Shrinate, national
spokesperson of the Congress,
posted on social media platform,
X, “Over the past one year, Rs 500
crore has been distributed to
MLAs from the ruling alliance.
This is taxpayers’ money and by
not distributing funds uniformly
among the elected representa-
tives, you are not just discrimi-
nating the opposition parties,
but also the citizens of Mumbai.”
Priyanka Chaturvedi, Rajya
Sabha MP and deputy leader from
Shiv Sena (UBT) alleged the civic
authorities of officiating corrup-
tion. In a social media post,
Chaturvedi said, “No elected cor-
porators to check on spending, to
seek accountability... between two

guardian ministers and the BMC
chief, money is being splurged to
help unconstitutional govern-
ment’s MLAs, while totally disre-
garding the opposition MLAs. This
is not just a shame but also open
loot of BMIC funds. This is officiat-
ing corruption by emptying BMC
coffers to fund the greed of panaas
khoke (50-crore) gang.”
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) MLA from Sharad Pawar
faction, Jitendra Awhad, accused
the authorities of doing discrim-
ination and political favouritism.
“The current ruling adminis-
tration is implying that if your
constituency doesn’t have an
MLA from the ruling party, then
the existing civic infrastructure
will not see any improvement,”

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Awhad said on X.

The Aam Aadmi Party termed
the state government’sactasone
of the worst scams in municipal
history. “Let’s be clear, the Shinde
Sena and the BJP have acted as if
they own the BMC funds... This
has robbed Mumbaikars of their
rights and denied them of local
development... it must be con-
demned in the strongest terms,”
said Ruben Mascarenhas, spokes-
person and working president of
Aam Aadmi Party, Mumbai.

The Express investigation re-
vealed that all the 21 MLAs from
the ruling party have received
money from the BMC corpus
within weeks , while the propos-
als of 11 out of the 15 opposition
MLAs were yet to be cleared.
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Application process

Details to be submitted with the application form:

» Academic grades for class X, Xl Graduate and

Postgraduate Degree

= A Statement of Purpose (SOP) stating the motivation to

pursue the programme

« An indication and elaboration of research interesis

(Research Proposal)

Selection process

The FPM selection process at SPJIMR encourages bright aspirants with the right fit and motivation to join the programme.

« The process begins with reviewing the application forms
submitted along with Research Proposal and Siatement of

Furpose

« The Research Aptitude Test consists of two parts — General
Aptitude and Research Apfitude

* Provisional admission letters are issued to the selected

candidates

Application opens
Application deadline

Research Aptitude Test (onling)

Interviews (onling)
Result announcement

Batch inauguration & commencement

Application Deadline:
February 13, 2024
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» Three letters of recommendation, including at least-one academic
recommendation

« The application processing fee of 1000 to be paid through credit
card/ debit card or net banking. This application fee is
non-refundable

« The shortlisting panel considers academic ﬂuajiiTicatiﬂns,.mrk
experience, profile, motivation, recommendations and fit with the
institute’s research profile.and its mission

* The personal inferviews are conducted by our disfinguished panel

« The shortlisted applicants go through a two-stage interview
process — Research Aptitude Test (BAT) and Personal Interviews

ADMISSION TIMELINES

Selection Process:

: Commencement of the Programme;
March - May |

June

IMPORTANT DATES

Tuesday, 21 November 2023

Tuesday, 13 February 2024

oaturday, 23 March 2024

Monday, 1 April - Thursday, 25 April 2024
1st week of May 2024

Thursday, 6 June 2024

Programme Stairts:
June 6, 2024

S. P. Jain Institute of Management
and Research (SPJIMR)

Bhavan's Campus, Munshi Nagar, Dadabhai Road,
Andheri (W), Mumbai - 400 058.

and the Bharatiya Vidva Bhavan Association,
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Man booked
for flying drone
at celebration
of Faruqui’s

Big Boss win

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

A 26-year-old man was booked
for allegedly flying a drone dur-
ing the celebration of Bigg Boss
win of comedian Munawar
Faruqui on January 29.

According to personnel of
Dongri police station, the drone
operator — Arbaaz Yusuf Khan,
a resident of South Mumbai —
had not sought prior permission
from them before using it to cap-
ture videos and images of the
celebration in the area.

An officer said, “During the
celebration in Dongri area, our
team noticed that a drone was
being operated to capture the
images and videos. Later when
we inquired with the operator,
Khan revealed that he did not
have any permission.”

Police added that the drone
was then taken into the custody,
following which it was seized af-
ter the FIR was filed. A police of-
ficer said, “We just served him a
notice and allowed him to go.”

Suspected spy
pigeon released
after 8 months:
Mumbai police

Mumbai: A pigeon, suspected to
be used by Chinese for spying
and kept in the custody of a vet-
erinary hospital here after being
caught eight months back, has
been released, a police official
said on Wednesday.

The Bai Sakarbai Dinshaw
Petit Hospital for Animals in Parel
on Monday sought the police's
permission to release the bird fol-
lowing which it was freed on
Tuesday, the official fromthe po-
lice station said. The pigeon was
caught in May last year at Pir Pau
Jettyin suburban Chembur by the
RCF police. The bird had tworings
-one of copper and another of alu-
minium - tied to its leg and mes-
sages written in a Chinese-like
script, the police said.

The RCF police then registered
a case but after the inquiry was
completed, the spying charge was
dropped, he said. PTI

Fire in 12-th floor

flat in Andheri,
no casualties

Mumbai: A fire broke out at a
12th-floor flat in a residential
building in suburban Andherion
Wednesday night, officials said.

Nobody is injured in the in-
cident, as per the preliminary
information.

“The blaze erupted in a flat
located on the 12th floor of
Pearl Residency near Andheri
Sports Club at around 8 pm,” a
civic official said.

At least four fire engines and
other vehicles of the Fire
Brigade reached the spot and
launched efforts to douse the
fire, he added. PTI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

IN A reshuffle of 58 IPS officers
across the state ahead of the up-
coming Lok Sabha elections, the
Maharashtra government ap-
pointed Ravindra Singhal as the
Nagpur Police Commissioner
while Amitesh Kumar, whom he
replaced, was appointed as the
Pune Police Commissioner.

In Mumbai, Anil Kumbhare
was appointed as Joint Com-
missioner (traffic) and in Thane
city Gyaneshwar Chavan was ap-
pointed joint commissioner (law
& order). In Navi Mumbai ND
Yenpure was appointed joint
commissioner (law and order).

Amitesh Kumar has been
appointed Pune Police
Commissioner. File

A week after the CBI filed a
closure report in an FIR regis-
tered in which he was named
one of the accused, DCP Parag
Manere, who was in a non-exec-
utive posting, was transferred to

A CALL TO VOTE

Thane police as DCP.

Ahead of the model code of
conduct, as per Election Commi-
ssion guidelines, officers who
have served in the same district
for a long time and those who
have offences registered against
them have to be transferred out.

Shirish Jain, who was the joint
commissioner State Intelligence
Department (SID), was pro-
moted and appointed SID
Commissioner. Pravin Padwal,
the former joint commissioner
(traffic) was posted as IG (train-
ing and special squads) in the
DGP's office. Datta Karale, who
was joint commissioner (law &
order) Thane, was transferred as
special IG (Nashik Range).

M Rajkumar was appointed

People stop by at posters put up by Shiv Sena (UBT) in Dombivli on Wednesday, ahead of the

Lok Sabha elections. Deepak Joshi

Rs 32.13 cr collected in stamp duty,
Abhay Yojana phase 1, 2 extended

SWEETY ADIMULAM
MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

THE STATE government has col-
lected Rs 32.13 crore till January
25 under the Maharashtra Stamp
Duty Abhay Yojana (amnesty
scheme), even as the deadline of
Phase 1 and 2 of the scheme has
been extended to February 29
and March 31, respectively.

The previous deadlines of
Phase 1 and Phase 2 were January
31 and February 1, respectively.

As per the data available with
the Department of Registration
and Stamps, Government of
Maharashtra, in 3,322 cases from
atotal 20,147 received till January
25, managed to collect stamp
duty fees of Rs 24.48 crore, Rs
7.29 crore as penalty fees and Rs
35 lakh as registration fees.

On December 7, the state
government issued a notification

allowing stamp duty and
penalty waiver under the
Maharashtra Stamp Duty Abhay
Yojana Scheme 2023. This
scheme aims to prompt individ-
uals to settle outstanding stamp
duty dues, offering discounts on
penalty fees related to delayed
stamp duty payments.

According to the notification,
instruments executed between
January 1, 1980, and December
31,2000, fall under Phase 1 of the
scheme, running from
December 1,2023, toJanuary 31,
2024. During this period, a full
waiver (100%) on both stamp
duty and penalties will be
granted for amounts ranging
from Rs 1 to Rs 1 lakh. For
amounts exceeding Rs 1 lakh, a
50 per cent rebate on stamp duty
fees and a complete waiver on
penalties will be provided.

The second phase from
February 1 to March 31, 2024, of-

fers reduced benefits. For
amount up toRs 1lakh,an 80 per
cent reduction in stamp duty fees
and penalties will be granted.
Amounts surpassing Rs 1 lakh
will receive a 40 per cent reduc-
tion in stamp duty feesand a 70
per cent reduction in penalties.
Deputy secretary (stamps
and registration) SS Bajaj said
that despite the amnesty
scheme, if defaulters fail to clear
the stamp duty dues, property
attachment process will be ini-
tiated. “A matter is pending in
the court wherein we (state) will
tell the court that despite giving
concessions and discounts, the
pending dues have not been
paid. Moreover, for years, these
dues have not been paid. If ob-
jections are raised by defaulters,
we will urge the court to ask the
parties to make the payment to
the court until the matter is con-
cluded,” Bajaj explained.

State govt transtfers 38 IPS
officers ahead of LS elections

as Solapur City Police
Commissioner, while former
commissioner Rajendra Mane
was appointed as joint director
of Maharashtra Police Training
Academy. Pune (rural) SP Ankit
Goyal was promoted and trans-
ferred to Gadchiroli region.
Shahaji Umap, the Nashik (rural)
SPwas transferred to Mumbai as
additional commissioner
(Special branch). Umap will be
replaced by Vikram Deshmane
as SP Nashik (rural) who was
Thane (rural) SP. Deshmane was
replaced by DCP DS Swamy from
Mumbai city as Thane (rural) SP.
From Mumbai, DCP's MSV
Reddy and Ajay Kumar Bansal
were transferred as SP's of
Jalgaon and Jalna respectively.

3 held for
assaulting 4,

forcing them
to chant ‘Jai
Shree Ram’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

THREE PERSONS were arrested
early Wednesday for allegedly
assaulting two men and outrag-
ing the modesty of a woman and
a 15-year-old girl, forcing them
to chant “Jai Shree Ram” at
Byculla area in Mumbai.

A senior official from
Agripada police station con-
firmed that a case has been reg-
istered under relevant sections
of robbery, assault and outrag-
ing the modesty of a woman of
the Indian Penal Code and
Protection of Children under
Sexual Offences Act.

Police said that the incident
took place around 1.30 am on
Wednesday. The three accused
identified as Anuj Maekar,
Umesh Parab and Hritik Rathod
were allegedly under the influ-
ence of alcohol, when they
walked up to a tempo driver.

“He was sleeping inside the
tempo, when the three allegedly
forced him to step outside the ve-
hicle, assaulted him and stole his
mobile phone,” said aninvestiga-
tor. They even forced him to say
“Jai Shree Ram”, said an officer.

Subsequently, the three ac-
cused went to a man, who was
walking on the road and allegedly
assaulted him. “As they could not
find anything on him, they as-
saulted him and forced him to say
Jai Shree Ram,” said an officer. “On
seeing that a man was being as-
saulted, two women, including a
15-year-old, stepped during
which the three assaulted them
as well,” said an officer.

The police control room was
later informed following which
the three accused were taken to
the police station.

“We thenregistered acaseon
the complaint of the tempo driver
after which the three persons
were arrested,” said an officer.

‘Found nothing significant’: EOW

files closure report in MSCB case
Clean chit to Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, 70 others

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

THE ECONOMIC Offences Wing
(EOW) filed a closure report
again this month in the
Maharashtra State Cooperative
Bank (MSCB) alleged fraud case,
giving a clean chit again to
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar
and over 70 others.

In October 2020, the agency
had filed a closure report when
the Maha Vikas Aghadi was in
power but two years and a
change in government later, in
October 2022, the EOW said
that it wanted to continue with
its probe.

On January 20, through its
special public prosecutor Ajay
Misar, the EOW told the court that

TheED

had also
summoned
Ajit Pawar in
connection
with the
same case

it had considered the evidence
before it and the protest petitions
filed by the complainantand oth-
ers. However, nothing significant
was found and hence a closure re-
port was filed.

The court will now decide on
whether to accept the report or
direct the agency to continue
with the investigation and file a
chargesheet. In the first report,
the EOW had said that it found
no irregularities and the case

GUIDELINES AFTER ASER 2023 REPORT

Surprise visits, random
tests to check learning of
students in govt schools

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS in
Maharashtra will now have to be
prepared for surprise visits from
their local centre-heads and ran-
dom tests of students to ascer-
tain their levels of understand-
ing, as per the expected learning
outcome of respective classes.In
case of poor performance, the
teachers concerned will be sent
for further training before a final
report is submitted to the direc-
tor of school education.

Taking serious cognisance of
the poor performance high-
lighted by the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER) 2023
report, released recently, the
state school education depart-
ment has issued a new set of
guidelines to strengthen the
mechanism of supervision of the
school education system.
Effective supervision, according
to the government, will ensure
quality teaching and thereby im-
prove learning levels of students.

The ASER 2023 report, which
focused on Nanded district as a
marker for all of Maharashtra,
showed poor levels of
Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN) skills among

children of 14-18 age group. This
raised serious concerns as chil-
dren from this age-group are
generally enrolled in Class 9 and
above. Educationists pointed out
how these children reached
higher classes without having
basic academic skills, which are
expected at much younger age.

An official from the depart-
ment said, “Even as the ASER
2023 report highlighted Nanded
district, the situation is expected
to be similar across the state.
Serious cognisance is taken of
the concern and it is decided to
strengthen the supervision sys-
tem, which will keep teachers
and schools on toes.”

Even as the decision is wel-
comed by teachers and schools,
many have pointed out how the
supervision system remains in-
active due to lack of manpower.

“Regular supervision will def-
initely help inimproving the stan-
dards of teaching. But the govern-
ment needs to realise that there
are no people to run the process.
The posts of centre-heads are still
the same from 30 years agowhich
alsoinclude vacancies and and the
number of schools have increased
manifold,” said Mahendra
Ganapule, spokesperson for the
Maharashtra School Principals
Association.

CASUAL CATCH-UP: Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan
meets Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray at the latter’s
residence, in Mumbai, Tuesday. In an Instagram post, Uddhav’s
son Aaditya Thackeray said it was a delight to host Rajan. P11

Two sets of rules for one community? Kunbi certificates

decision throws up new

Adopt Karpoori
Thakur quota
model in state,
says Rathod

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

WITH THE Maharashtra govern-
ment issuing a draft notification
granting kunbi certificates to el-
igible Marathas, new questions
now confront the state on the
complex subject of reservation.
The core issue is — can the state
government have two set of rules
for the Maratha community’s
reservation and will it withstand
legal and constitutional validity?

Requesting anonymity, highly
placed sources in the Maratha
Kranti Morcha told The Indian
Express, “We understand the
state's compulsion to take deci-
sions to end the protest, but
things have become more com-
plicated. There are no clear an-

swers. If the draft notification
serves kunbis, what about those
Marathas who have no records?
Will non-kunbi Marathas get sep-
arate quota under the Socially and
Educationally Backward Class Act
or will they be included under
OBCthrough separate category?”

The OBC leader Haribhau
Rathod said the state govern-
ment should apply for Karpoori
Thakur formula. The Centre re-
cently awarded Thakur with the
Bharat Ratna. He did pioneering
work to provide reservation to
OBCs by implementing a sub-
categorisation formula.

“In 1978, Karpoori Thakurin-
troduced a 26 per cent reserva-
tion model in Bihar for backward
classes in government jobs and
education. The break up was —
OBC 12 per cent; Most Backward
Class 8 per cent; women 3 per
centand Economically Backward
Class (for upper caste) 3 per cent,”
Rathod said.

“Ex-CM Vasantrao Naik had
also introduced reservation for
denotified and nomadic tribes.
Reservation within OBC category
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Maratha activist Manoj Jarange Patil has threatened to go on
an indefinite protest-cum-fast from February 10. File

based on sub-categorisation is
the only solution,” He added.

Maratha activist Manoj
Jarange Patil on Wednesday
threatened to go on an indefinite
protest-cum-fast from February
10. He has urged CM Eknath
Shinde to convene a special ses-
sion and make legislation for the
reservation of Marathas.

State BJP chief
Chandrashekhar Bawankule on

Wednesday said, "The draft no-
tification is not final. There is am-
ple scope for suggestions.”
Earlier, Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis stated there will be no
blanket issuance of kunbi certifi-
cates to all Marathas. He said
only those Maratha individuals
whose kunbi credentials were
on record will be considered,
subject to scrutiny. Fadnavis also
indicated that if the situation de-

manded he will take up the mat-
ter with higher authorities
within the BJP and ensure noin-
justice to OBCs.

A senior BJP minister said,
"First of all, we will have to address
the issue of division within Mar-
athas. There are kunbi-Marathas,
Maratha-kunbis, Maratha-Levas,
Patidars, etc." Without tackling
these divisionit will be difficult to
resolve the reservation.

VBA president Prakash
Ambedkar said, “The divide be-
tween Marathas, kunbi-
Marathas, Levas, Patidars, etalisa
reality. The draft notification talks
of kunbi certificates to Marathas.
Without explaining the details,
how will the government imple-
ment the notification?”

The CM had earlier promised
to hold a special session in
February. Insiders indicated a
draft notification was the first step
to diffuse tension.

“The government will have to
adopt Karpoori Thakur model. It
can be done easily. Just raise the
OBC quota from 27 to 38 per
cent. Broadly, OBC should be di-

tions before state govt

vided into three groups. The first
group will include denotified
tribes (4 per cent); nomadic
tribes (3 per cent); dhangar 4
(per cent) and vanjari (3 per
cent).In group two, there should
be Special Backward Class (2 per
cent); barabalutedar (3 per cent);
teli, Mali, agri, bhandari (4 per
cent); Kachi, kushwaha, shaky,
saini others (5 per cent).In group
three category there should be
kunbi, kunbi-Maratha, Maratha-
kunbhi, Maratha-leva, Patidar
and Rajput (10 per cent). The to-
tal reservation under OBC, in-
cluding all three groups, will not
exceed 38 per cent,” Rathod said.

“The reservation model will
accommodate all Marathas.
Moreover, OBCs existing quota
of 27 per cent will not get di-
luted,” he added.

Senior NCP minister
Chhagan  Bhujbal said,
"Marathas cannot be acceptable
in OBC quota. They will reap
maximum benefits. The real de-
prived segment within OBCs will
be left out. Let government give
them separate quota.”

was of a civil nature.

A case was filed following di-
rections by the Bombay High
Courtlooking into the alleged ir-
regularities in the sale of sugar
cooperatives, including
Jarandeshwar Sahakari Sakhar
Karkhana, allegedly linked to
Pawar’s kin.

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED)had filed a separate offence
alleging money-laundering
based on the EOW’s case. It has
so far filed two chargesheets, in-
cluding against Sharad Pawar-
led NCP faction MLA Prajakt
Tanpure.

In the absence of a predicate
offence, like the EOW case, the
ED cannot continue with its
probe. Recently, the ED had also
summoned Ajit Pawar in con-
nection with the same case.

109 students of

Thane ashram
school fall ill

Thane: As many as 109 students
of a private ashram school, in-
cluding 63 girls, were rushed to
a government hospital in Thane
district when they showed
symptoms of food poisoning af-
ter consuming the mid-day meal
on Wednesday, an official said.
The Sant Gadge Maharaj
Primary and Secondary Ashram
School (residential schools for
tribal children), where the inci-
dent took place, is located at
Bhatsai in Shahapur taluka on
the outskirts of Mumbai.
Shahpur tehsildar Komal
Thakur told PTI that barring four
students, all were discharged
from the Sub-Division Hospital
in Shahapur after treatment.
Students were served food
(pulao) and a sweet dish (gulab
jamun) for the mid-day meal,
leading to 109 of them — 63 girls
and 46 boys — experiencing
vomiting and other symptoms
of food poisoning, she said.
They were immediately
rushed to the hospital, she said.
Senior officials visited the
hospital and enquired about the
condition of the students. PTI

Cheque-bounce
case: Former
cricketer held

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NAGPUR, JANUARY 31

CITY POLICE on Wednesday ex-
ecuted a non-bailable arrest
warrant against former cricketer
Prashant Vaidya in a cheque
bouncing case.

Vaidya was produced before
a court which released himona
surety bond, a police official said.

He had allegedly purchased
steel fromalocal trader and issued
acheque which bounced, follow-
ingwhich the trader demanded a
fresh payment, said inspector
Vitthalsingh Rajput of Bajaj Nagar
police station. Vaidya allegedly re-
fused to pay, so the trader moved
the court which issued an NBW
against him, the official said.

Will challenge Mandal
report if Maratha quota
challenged, says Jarange

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JANUARY 31

MARATHA QUOTA activist
Manoj Jarange Patil on Wednes-
day reiterated that he will chal-
lenge the Mandal Commission re-
port if the reservation for the
Maratha community is chal-
lenged by OBC leaders.

“If OBC leaders challenge our
reservation, then I will also ap-
peal against the Mandal
Commission report, which
granted reservation to OBCs,” the
activist said during an interac-
tion with journalists in the city
on Wednesday.

Without naming
Maharashtra minister Chhagan
Bhujbal, Jarange-Patil said, “He
(Bhujbal) knows the Mandal
Commission report can be chal-
lenged in court. But we don’t
want to create hurdles for the
poor among the OBC commu-
nity. He should understand this,
otherwise we will have no op-
tion but to challenge the report.”

Manoj Jarange Patil speaks
atan event in Pune,
Wednesday. P11

Jarange-Patil said Bhujbal is
speaking against the Marathas
for personal gains. “By railing
against Maratha reservation, he
has succeeded in getting three
cases withdrawn against him,”
he said.

The activist said the state
government has decided to
make a reservation law for the
Maratha community. “But
some people in the government
are speaking against us which
has created doubts in our
mind,” he said.
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GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

Office of the Executive Engineer
Multistoreyed Bldgs Construction Division,

No. *MBCD/TC/298/2024

Administrative Building, 1* Floor, R.C. Marg, Chembur, Mumbai-400 071.
Ph.:022-25220277 Fax : 022-25224060 1
Date :23.01.2024

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 24 of 2023-2024

DGIPR/2023-2024/7419

Multistoreyed Building Construction Division,
Chembur, Mumbai-400 071.

ONLINE E-Tender in ‘B-1’ Form total 5 Works for Estimated Cost Rs. 35.92 Cr.
are invited by Executive Engineer, Multistoreyéd BIdgs Construction Division, Chembur,
Mumbai-400 071, from the competent bidders. Details regarding E-Tender can be seen on
http://mahatenders.gov.in

E-Tender can be downloaded from Date 30.01.2024 at 10.30 hrs. to 13.02.2024 at
17.30 hrs. from abovementioned site. The¢ Pre-Bid meeting for below works witt be hetd
on Date 05.02.2024 at 15.00 hrs. in the office of Chief Engineer, P.W. Region Mumbai,
25, Marzban Road, Fort, Mumbai-400 001. Duly filled E-Tender will be opened on Date
15.02.2024 at 15.00 hrs. (if possible) at office of the Superintending Engineer, Mumbai
Construction Circle, Chembur, Mumbai-400 071.

All detail information is available on following web sites.
Visit Web Site for details :

1. http://mahapwd.gov.in

2. http://mahatenders.gov.in

3. Notice Board of Executive Engineer,
Multistoreyed Building Construction Division, Chembur, Mumbai-400 071.

Sd/-
(K. R. Gupta)
Executive Engineer

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1,2024

Online E-Tenders in "B-1" Form for the followoing work are invited by Executive Engineer, Integrated Unit (P.W.)
Division, 2nd Floor, Bandhkam Bhavan, 25th Marzban Road, Fort, Mumbai- 400 001 Telephone No. 22016974/

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Executive Engineer, Intetrated Unit (P.W.) Division, Fort, Mumbai - 400 001.
Email :- integratedmumbai.ee@mahapwd.com

Tel. No. 022-22016974 Fax No. 022016976

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 112 of 2023-24

22016976 from contractors registered in class of the public works department of Maharashtra.

St

No.

1 i

Name of Work

Structural Strengthening and Renovation of Apna Boys Hostel Building a
J. J. Group of Hospitals, Mumbai.

Estimate Cost Rs:

10,61,54,125/-

] B

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

# 49, East Wing, 4th & 5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan Race Course Road
Bengaluru - 560 001. Phone No. 080-22265383 website : www.kiadb.in

(Total 01 Works included in this Notice)
Tender Available Date
Pre-Bid date

Opening Date (If possible)
All detail information is available on following websites.
Visit web site for Details : 1. http://mahapwd.com 2. http://mahatenders.gov.in

No. E.E./IU/TC 499
Office of the Executive Engineer,
Integrated Unit (P.W.) Division,
Fort, Mumbai - 400 001.
Date : 25.01.2024

DGIPR/2023-24/7495

: Date 01.02.2024 at 10.30 hrs. to Date 15.02.2024 at 17.00 hrs.
: Date 08.02.2024 at 15.00 hrs. (Noon)

Office of the Chief Engineer,

Mumbai (P.W) Region, 4th floor,

Bandhkam Bhavan, 25th Marzban Road,

Fort, Mumbai - 400 001
: Date 20.02.2024 at 15.05 hrs.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
Integrated Unit (P.W.) Division,
Fort, Mumbai - 400 001.

(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

below:

Adinarayanahosahalli,
Bengaluru Rural District. (2) Formation of Industrial
Adinarayanahosahalli,Phase-2 Industrial Area, Doddaballapura Taluk,
Bengaluru Rural District,

EP-47:.Implementation of 45 MLD External Water Supply Scheme to proposed
Industrial Mode in Dharwad Taluk & District on Total Turnkey Basis.

For EP-46: Last date for submission of bids is: 19.02.2024 upto 04:30 pm
For EP-47: Lastdate for submission of bids is: 15.02.2024 upto 04:30 pm

Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal https:/lkppp.karnataka.gov.in

DIPRICP/3340/Zen/2023-24

No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-46/47/587/2023-24
SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Itemn rate Tenders under two cover system are invited as perthe Karnataka
Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through
electronic procurement from eligible Agencies, Individual Firms, Company,
Public Sector Undertakings having registration as mentioned below & have got
adequate financial resources, suitable construction eguipments, technical man
power & past experience for the following works as per the schedule given

Name of the work: EP-46 (1) Formation of Industrial Layout at Sector-1 in
Phase-2 Industrial Area, Doddaballapura Taluk,

Date:31.01.2024
i
Layout at Sector-2 in
2
&
4.
5
.
T
B.
Sd/-

Chief Engineer-1, KIADB Bengaluru
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POULTRY

YEMCOBE Ex-Farm
Yesterday's Price In
Pune Rs. B0/-,
Suggested Retail Price
Is Rs. B8/ -.

LO7oaG044-1

FRESH Chicken Trading
Big Birds 88/- k., Small
Birds 100/ kg. Turbhe
Maka, Navi Mumbai.
Mobile: 9765468857,

DO7GEETE2 16-1

MECC Mumbai Zone
suggestive farm-gate
aegd price for today
(01022024} is Rs. BA5/-
per 100 eggs, (for the
information of Trade &
industry),

DUTOES2345-1

ZORABIAN Today's Ex-
Farm Live Broiler Rate
Rs. 76/ Retait Market
Rate Rs. 108/- Mobile ;
BETIOSOHEYT 9372663292
Office @ 02226604937
87 30,

CO70BEEATE-1

AMIR Broiler, Small:
Rs. 11&8/-, Blo: Rs. 110/~
Contact.: Phone:
+41-RE2RA95000 /
BOB0432388 7 022-
25251901 / 022-23860517

COTOBE4842-1

S.K. Patel Small: 116/-,
Big: 106/-. BOS2040343/
24450005/ 244509098, To
subscribe to paper rate
& purchase rate.
9320450095, 9930193010.

CO708E0994-1

RECRUITMENT

SITUATION
VACANT

ACADEMIC

BHARAT Education
Society’s (2723015C287)
Sant Gadge Maharaj
Colege of Commetce
and Economics (Aided)
Applications are invited
for Junior College
Shikshan Sevak (5td
11th & 12th Commerce)
through Pavitra Portal
from Eligible candi-
dates from OBC & EWSs
category for the subject
of Economics & OCM,
For Detailed advertise-
ment please visit
Government of
Maharashtra website
https://tait2022.mahate
acherrecruitment.org.in
or college websita
wnhawLsgmcollege.dn

DOTRGE5493-2

b
o The Indian EXPRESS

lassifieds

FROM ANYTHING

The American School of
Bombay sccks to hire
experienced
International
Baccalaureate Teachers
for World Languages -
French, Performing Ars
- Band. Learning
Support. EAL, Digital
Design and Innovation,
Middle School Social
Sciences, Middle School
Scionce, Middle School
Visual Arts, Eiementary
School Counselor,
Upper Elementary -
hultiage, and School
Psychologist with
Experience in
curriculum design. The
ideal candidate will
have significant
relevant training and
practice teaching
International Curricula
such as PYF, IB
Diploma, and the US
curriculum, evidence of
Professional
Development,
knowledge of the
inguiry cycle and
project-based learning,
and experience warking
with a diverse student
body in an inclusive
setting. Teachers at
ASE demonstrate high
intercultural
competency. Please
ermzil
personnel@asbindia.ong
vour cover letter,
rasume, and a list of
professional references
with contact details in
a single PDF file.
hMention "REFERENCE
CODE - ASB2324 in the
subject line of your
ermail.

0o7asans1a-v7

OTHERS

JOB VACANCY only for
ladies as Marketing
Executive (indoor)
Mobile no. 8722200200/
TOSI200200
Qualification : Any
Graduate/ Post
Graduate, language
proficiency written and
spoken English, Hindi,
Marathi and have
ExXparience in
marketing and selling
product is preferable &
Computer knowledge.
address: Hindustan
Hightech Agro Pyt Ltd,
Office no C- 5063, Bima
Complex, Kalambaoli,
Navi Mumbai Email :
hindusthanhightecha-
gropvtitd@gmail.com

0a7Ta8es 168-1

EVERYTHING.

PROPERTY
SOCIETY NOTICE

Secretary {Chairman of
L & T EMERALD I15LE TOWER

2-5 CHS Limited.
L & T Emerald isle Tower 2-5,

Saki Vihar Road, Mear LET
Gate Mo, 06, Powai, Mumbai,
Maharashtra 400072,
Invite proposal for approx
400KW Solar Roof Top system
for our Society. Interasted Salan
EPC cornpany may contact
Society manager for Further
Details on Ernail 14;
emeraldit2s @zmmail.com
Mabile No.: +91 9082595714

Tender Clesing Date
157 February 2024, 18:00 Hr.

DOTOREETZE-1-1

OLD AGE HOME

DWARKA Old Age Home
We care Any kind of
illnoss Patient for
Monthiy, B000/- &
1,50,000/- Life Time
TO39024175/ B452851926.

00708865381

Kalifornia 30

FARMS
MNotice

Embark an a heartfelt
joumey with
Kaliforniadl Farms
[Sindhudurg, Maharshia)
as we launch our Pet
Adoption Drive! Within the
embrace of our S-acre
heaven, we extend an cpen
invitation to urban pets
needing a kaving home.

If cireumstances limit your
ability to care for your
beloved companion,
cansider giffing them & fresh
start with us. Our mission
goes beyond reducing
abandonment: it's about
creating a natural sanctuary
for these animals fo thrive.,
This initiative i driven
purely by alftruism, with no
monelary transactions
involved,

Together, lets exlend a
lifeline to these pefs,
granting them & second
chance al the happiness
they deservel, Join us in
pogitively impacting their
lives and fostering a
community built an
compassion.

Mote: Cats, Dogs and Rats
are gxcluded from this
aciogtion drive.

Interastad pet owners may
write fo LS on-
kalifornia30farms@
gmail.com
You can also meet us at the
27th Plant and Flower
Exhibifion held by the
Muricipal Corporation of

Greater Mumbai.

Date: 2nd Feb 2024 to dth
Feb 2024

Flace: Veermata Jeeabal
Bhosle Udvan.Byculla
{east) Mumba.

Timing; 10 amio8 pm
Date:- 30.01.2024

QOT0BE615%-1-1

PUELIC NOTICE

1. Saaled offers ane invited fram
the reoutad devalopars having
adequale expertse, fesouas
and expenisncs ix the execution
of the medevelopment of cld
axisting building in the: |skand
Ciy of Mumbai owned by the
Central View Co-operative
Housing Society Limited
{"Society").

a) Nature of Proposal :

Ofer for redevelopment of kand
wih buidng belonging o the
Society.

b} Detafis of Proparty :

Land pdmeasuring 81147 sg.
mis. bearirg C. S, No. 1642 of
Byculla Ditvision a8 per PR cand
plug additional Service Passage
adreasauing 3716 89 mis,
thus aggragating to B54.05 s0.
miz., sifuated at 29, Meghraj
Sathi Mang, (Soutar Straet) Mear
Maratha Mandir, Membai
Centrsl, Mumbai400038. Thera
are 16 members cecupying their
rezzective 15 fiaiz and one seff
conizined residential room on
terrace on ownership - basis
having collective carpst area of
16,068 50, . basad on society
records, The Land 5 lsasenold
properly feming part of Eslate
Degartment of MCGM.

c) Costof Offer documment ;

Rs.25,000{- (Rupess Twanty
Five Thousand only] per sef by
Pay Ordar ! Demand Draft
payable at Mumb4i in f2vour of
Central View Co-operative
Heousing Society Limied,

2. Offar docurmerts will be
avdilable at the offica of the
Arhincates of the Scciety Qffica
at MJs, &pex Law Parners, 2nd
Floor, Apex Chambers, 73
dJanmzbhcors Marg,  Mumsai
400007 bebween 1020 am. to
100 pm. from Tzt February
2024 i Tih Febrosry 2024
finclusive of both the days
excepl Sunday).

3. Inspection of the propery will
be offered to tender curchasers
by individual appointrents caly.
4. Spaled offers should be
sibmilted 1o the ofice of Mis.
Apex Law Partners latest by
160 pm. on 13th Fabroany
2024, Mo offer wil be accepted
after 1.00 p.rm. on 13th February
2024,

For Central View Co-operative
Housing Sociely Lirm‘sled
di-

{Hon, Secrelany)

Dated : 3=t January, 2024
Place ; Mumbs

07 063509511

_SERVICES _

ASTROLOGY

Free Advice mmediately
Solution Benefit only on
Phone, Business,
Lovemarriage,
Loveproblem,
Gruhkalesh, Vashikaran,
Shatruproblem,
Karnibadhza,
Laxmibandhan,
Akarkha - 9667680453
Kurla, Mumbal.

OO7FOBE3T31-2

PERSONAL

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Shubhangi Laxman
Bugade, wite of Ex -
Hav, Bugde Laxman
Shankar, S.No.
16320208P R/D. AST03,
Anandi Heritage.
Pisavali, Shree Malang
Road, Kalyan (E), Dist,
Thane - 421306
(daharashtra). have
changed my name from
shubhangil Bugade to
Shubhangi Laxman
Bugade & my Son's
name from Soham to
Soham Laxman Bugadea
vide Affidavit,

007 GEZE084-1

| Have Changed My
Mame From Samidha
Sameer Gore To Pranita
Sameer Gore A5 Per
Maharashira Garetto
Mo {M-2325R2 267,

0070888179-1

I have changed my name
from KESHAVA PRASAD
to KESHAY PRASAD
JANARDAN MISHREA as
per Maharashtra
Government Gazzate
No. M-23287079, Dated:
18002024,

0O7DEEG0E1-1

l, Rajaram Dhondu
Chavan, Rank - EX-Sep,
S.MNo. 2749725, R/o 128,
Ambadi Yajreshwari
Road; Mahalunge,
Vajreshwari, Dist. Thane
< 401204, have changed
iy Mame from Rajaram
Chavan to Rajaram
Dhondu Chavan vide
Affidavit.

GO7088s082-1

I, Rajeshres Pramod
Bhosie, wife of Ex - Mk,
Bhosale Pramod
Sakharam, S.No.
2TT4351H RAn. 304, Shri
G Apt. Gangaram Tokij,
Takka, Chanal
Residency, Panvel,
Ralgarh - 410206
(daharashtral, have
changed my name from
Rajeshrees to Rajeshree
Pramod Bhosle & Date
of Birth from 29 yrs to
20/0151969 vide
Affidawvit.

NA7 08350851

[, Shirsat Samadhan
Chhabulal, Ex - Nk, No.
14442822H R/0. B-2/503,
Foyco Paradise,
Gandhare, Kb, Agarwal
College. Kalyan {W),
Dist. Thane - 421301
(Maharashtra}, have
changed my daughter's
namme from Snehal to
Snahal Samadhan
shirsat vide Affidavit.

a7 I8EG083-1
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Note :-

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

CENTRAL RAILWAY
E-AUCTION

Mumbsi Divisicn, Cerdral Balway has called for g-auction for leasing of befow given
azzets on oweew dreps_govin thiowgh s-auction l=asing module, The interssted
bidders are required to gef regiatered in e-auction leasing module and all necessany
documents 1o ba wploaded prior ta the e-auctan. For further details the irdesashed
bidders are requested ko visil the website www.ireps. gov.in to know the detallsof £-
Auction mentioned below;

NOTICE OF

&

N Category Sub-Category Aucticn Start
Cn statlon premisesiMon-digital) B1AD22024
i Rl § eI ——— 05022024
R Q522024 082024,
3| Beroa 13022024 & 16/022024
ESLR&VP TSA2G24
3.| Parking Blized CFO2I2024 & 180022024

L%

Furthes Addendum fsormigendum, withdrawal of lobicalalogee, changs in dale. ime
extension, clarfication etc. if any, in conneciion with the sublect auctions, will onby
be uploaded in the websile, Bidders shoukd regulary wisal the websie to keep
themselves updated,

COWMLOAD UTS APP FOR TICKETS
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THDC INDIA LIMITED

v, Firr 2, )

{Schadubes-A, Min Ratna, PEU)

GeaM portal.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR
ASSOCIATING IN COMMISSIONING &
COMPREHENSIVE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

CONTRACT OF COAL BASED SUPERCRITICAL
KHURJA THERMAL POWER PROJECT (2x660MW)

AT VILLAGE & POST DASHERA KHERLLTEHSIL KHURJA,
DIST BULANDSHAHR, UTTAR PRADESH-202131, INDIA
(RFP Document no.: THOCIL/NCRICC-465R)

GeM Bid No: GEM/2024/B/4509284

Corrigendum
it is hereby informed to all concemed that the GeM Bid No. Gel/

2024/8/ 4485351 dated 15.01.2024 for the above work stand cancelled
and fresh BFP Tor above mentioned work GeM Bid no.
GEM/2024/B/4509284 dated 19.01.2024 has been re-inviled on
For detailed information please visit website
L https:{iwww.gem.gov.in or www.thdc.co.in

N

dated 19.01.2024

"‘\__..;r' Generating Power... Transmitting Prosperity... ":.h__‘/

04.00 P.M,

P.M.

www_bankofbaroda.in

Bank of Baroda
B = EE

Hamasha Aapke Liye

> Notice

Bank of Baroda invites offer for E auction-cum-sale of Bank’s owned
vehicles an "As-is-wheare-is & Whalevar-it-is basis”

Details are available under 'e- Auction saction’ on Bank's Website
www bankofbaroda.in

Addendum, if any shall be issued oh Bank's website under ‘e-Auction
section’. Bidders are advised fo check the website before submission of
EMD ! Commencement of avction.

Last date of EMD payment | KYC submission : 23/02/2024 before

Date and Time of Auction : 01/03/2024 Between 12.00 Noon to 02, 1'.'"]

Place: Mumbai
Date: 01.02.2024

(COA, Baroda Corporate Centre 2

Z-24)

Asst, General Manager g

PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION, NASHIK

E-Tender Notice No. 75 for 2023-24 (Online)

ONLINE E-Tenders in "B-2" Form (ltem Rates) for the following works invited by,
Executive Engineer, PW. Division, Nashik Phone No. (0253/2583761-64, 2575324) for and on|
behalf of Governor of Maharashtra State From Capable of P.W.Deptt Registered
Unregistered Contractor or International Contractor whose Sub company / branch in India|
and also complete terms and conditions mentioned in tender document.

Tender document download on our web site https:/mahatenders.gov.in. Right of
rejection of E-tender/ cancellation of E-tender reserved by The Executive Engineer,
P.W. Division, Nashik, *Conditional Tender will not be accepted.

Above mentioned E-Tender Notice including Total 1 (One) (Costing below from|
Rs. 2500.00 Lacks) Work And details of mentioned E-Tender Notice available on below web site. -

1. www.mahapwd.gov.in
2. https://mahatenders.gov.in

Tender Document Sale Start |
and End Date Time

23.01.2024
From | 11.05

* All

DGIPR/2023-24/7404

to

06.02.2024 |
17.00 |

Up to |

* Blank E-Tender form Fees (Non refundable) and EMD amount will be accepted|
Online only.

* Post Qualification criteria condition included in tender document.

eligible/Interested Contractors are required to be enrolled on portall

https://mahatenders.gov.in before downloading tender documents and participate

in e-tendering.

* The information of E-Payment Gateway available on E-Tendering web site]

https://mahatenders.gov.in.

Please Note this to all Registered / Unregistered Contractors.

Sd/-

Executive Engineer
Public Works Division, Nashik

_"I'-l d tlecd]

SNEYS TAThIY
arfier &8 faurr, sriuras AlEar &1 s1aiery,

[, HUT WHIENUTS WaH, TUNdTErs,

ffEE. sIvare — 815

CENTRAL RAILWAY

{CWM's Office, Carriage Workshop
Matunga, Mumbai- 400018 Tender
?Nu. EMUMWHKS/POH-E/Duct100/
| 0H07-23, Name of work: ‘Replacement |
of corroded MS air ducts with
|Stainless Stesl Air ducts of Traction
IMotors al HT end of Siemans
IEMU Motor coaches' Gity:
Completion Period:
Q'Gun'igam:lurn Mo. 1, dated: 30.01.2024
has been uploaded on websile
'www.ireps.gov.in against E-Tender|

T0004/07-23.

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (83

CORRIGENDUM NO. 1

10 nos.,
12 months

|Motice Mo, EMUMNKS/POH-E/Duct)

DOWNLOAD UTS APP FOR TICKETS

Open Tender Notice
Batch no. 4720024

E-Tender notice Tor supply of materals
‘Parlicipation in through® Web portal of
IREFS- www.ireéps.gov.in. Offers are
imvited for supphy of the following material.
The desing fime for the fender is at 94.00
Hrs. (1) Tender no.: 372354034, Short
description of Hem: KIT FOR BRAKE
CALIPER of FTRTIL PART MO. FT
0051411-K75 FOR LHB COACHES as per
Annexure-f, Quantity: 86 Set, Publishing
date & time; Z9.01 2024, 14:2938, Tender
closing dt. & Time: 2502 2024, 1400

Dy. Chief Materials Manager, CRW/HRT
PRIOZZ0EHRTISTORET/23-24/20)

5301
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CENTRAL RAILWAY

e T PSSR P PSS e T

BHUSAWAL DIVISION
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. BSLIACL!
Tender/GEM/2024/B/8535550
STORESEBHUZAWALACLICENTRAL
FLY, ‘acting for & on behall of The
Prasident of India invites. E-Tendars
against Tender Mo, GEMIZEZ4/BY
4535550 Closing Date/Time 12.02,.2024
at 16.20 Hrs. Bidders will be able 1o
aubmit their priginalrevised hids up to
chosing date and tirse only. Manual offers
are rot allowed agasnst this endes and
arny such manual offer receved shall ke
igrearad, 1] NIT HEADER  Tendar Mo.:
GEMI20Z24/B/4535550 Tender Type:
Adv. Open Tender Bidding System:
Simgle Packet Bid System Publishing
Date: 29012024 Estimated Value:
4200000.00/- Closing Date:
158.02 2024 16:50hrs. Validity of Offer:
180 Days Contract Peried: 02 YEAR 01
DAY 2] ITEM DESCRIPTION: - Hiring of
Eartk Moaviag Egquipments, Matedial
Handbing Equipments and Cranes (per
Haur basis) - Hiring of Battery Operated
Botorized Elevated JUMBO Cap 3 ton
for Matarial Handlirg on honthly ment
basis with Driver One Halper and other
expensesfor 02 v, 3] All detail particular
of above Tender are avaiiable on

wabsite: http:ihwenw.gam.gowvin

RailMadad Helplineg Mo, 129
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Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.
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Given electric shocks,
forced to admit Opp

links: Accused in
Parliament breach case

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

FIVE ACCUSED in the Parliament
security breach case moved an
application in a Delhi court
Wednesday, alleging that they
were given “electric shocks”,
“tortured”, and made to confess
to association with opposition
parties.

The application, moved by
Manoranjan D, Sagar Sharma,
Lalit Jha, Amol Shinde and
Mahesh Kumawat, also alleged
that each of the accused was
forced to sign about 70 blank
pages by the police.

“Accused persons were tor-
tured/given electric shocks to
sign and confess the commission
of crime under UAPA and their
association with national politi-
cal parties... two accused per-
sons were forced to write on the
paper about their association
with the political party/leader of
the opposition political party,”
their application states.

Additional Sessions Judge
Hardeep Kaur listed the matter
for February 17 after the Delhi

Police Special Cell sought time to
reply to the application.

The Delhi Police Special Cell,
during the court hearing, also
sought extension of the judicial
custody of the accused for a
month, stating that they wanted
to prevent them from commit-
ting any further offence. The po-
lice also cited evidence tamper-
ing fears.

AS] Kaur extended the judi-
cial custody of the accused till
March 1 following the Special
Cell's submissions. The five ac-
cused had first been sent to po-
lice custody in December.
During an earlier hearing, an-
other accused, Neelam Azad, had
told the court that a woman of-
ficer had forcibly obtained her
signature on 52 blank pages.

Lawyer Amit Shukla, who is
representing the five accused,
opposed the extension of judi-
cial custody. Kumawat had al-
legedly contacted Jha, who po-
lice claim is the “mastermind”,
and the others via a Facebook
group called Bhagat Singh Fan
Page. Jha is accused of destroy-
ing evidence of the conspiracy in
the case.

Centre plans tointroduce Bill to prevent
unfair means in public examinations

Proposes 3-5 years of imprisonment; for cases of organised crimes, jail term will be 5-10 years

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

THE CENTRE plans to introduce
the Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Bill,
2024, during the ongoing session
of Parliament. The Bill is aimed
at curbing cases related to paper
leaks and organised cheating in
public examinations, including
the UPSC, SSC, and the Railways;
and entrance examinations such
as NEET, JEE, and CUET.

According to sources, the
Union Cabinet has approved the
draft of the Bill, and it is likely to
be tabled in Parliament on Friday
or on Monday.

The Bill, piloted by the
Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) under the
Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, will
cover all recruitment and en-
trance exams such as Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC), Staff
Selection Commission (SSC),
Railways, and banking recruit-
ment exams, Common University
Entrance Test (CUET), National
Eligibility and Entrance Test

(NEET), and Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE). All the com-
puter-based examinations con-
ducted by the National Testing
Agency (NTA)will come under the
purview of the Bill, it is learnt.

The Bill proposes minimum
three to five years of imprison-
ment, however, for cases of or-
ganised crimes, the Bill proposes
imprisonment of five-10 years.
For organised crimes, the Bill
also proposes a minimum fine of
Rs 1 crore. For service provider
firms in examinations, a fine of
up toRs 1 crore, and recovery of
proportionate cost of examina-
tion have been proposed as pun-
ishment. The firm will also be
barred from conduct of public
examination for four years.

For organised crime commit-
ted by any person, group of per-
sons, including persons associated
with service provider or examina-
tion authority, the Bill provides
imprisonment of five-10 years,
and afine not less thanRs 1 crore.
Forinstitutions involved in organ-
ised crimes, the Bill provides for
fine not less than Rs 1 crore, at-
tachment and forfeiture of prop-
erty, and recovery of proportion-

ate cost of examination.

The Bill, however, provides
protection to the candidates. “A
candidate, as defined in the Bill,
shall not be liable for action within
the purview of the Bill and shall
continue to be covered under the
extant administrative provisions
of the public examination author-
ity concerned,” said a source.

Addressing the joint sitting of
both Houses of Parliament,
President Droupadi Murmu said,
“My government is aware of the
concerns of youth regarding ir-
regularities in examinations.
Therefore, it has been decided to
enact a new law to deal sternly
with such malpractices.”

According to the sources, the
Bill also provides for setting up a
high-level National Technical
Committee on Public
Examinations, which shall look
into developing protocol for in-
sulating digital platforms, devis-
ing ways and means for develop-
ing fool-proof IT security system,
ensuring comprehensive elec-
tronic surveillance of the exami-
nation centres and formulating
national standards and service
levels for both, IT and physical in-

Second driest Jan in Northwest India since 1901: IMD

ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURU, JANUARY 31

NORTHWESTERN REGIONS of
India experienced the second
driest January since 1901, India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said. In January, the rainfall
deficit was 91 per cent. During
December and January, the re-
gion (Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, and
the National Capital Territory)
received only 7.8 mm rainfall.
The complete absence of
snowfall, particularly over the
higher reaches of Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and neigh-
bouring hilly terrains, has beena
matter of great concern. It was
only on Wednesday that a fresh
western disturbance system
brought the season’s first snow
over some areas in the extreme
northern regions like Ladakh,
Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh.
The December rainfall
recorded over northwest India
was 6.6 mm against the normal
of 18.9mm (-65 per cent) and

LAND DISPUTE
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People walk with umbrellas during a snowfall in Manali, Wednesday. P11

January reported 1.2 mm against
normal of 32.5 mm rainfall (till
January 30, -96 per cent).

The main source for precipi-
tation during winter over north-
ern India are the western distur-
bances. But this season, despite
five such disturbance streams
prevailing, their position and in-
tensity remained unfavourable
for the country, the IMD said.

“The western disturbances

crossed much to the north of
India and they were largely fee-
ble. That is why, the precipitation
remained significantly below
normal,” said Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra, director general, IMD.

Originating in the
Mediterranean Sea, western dis-
turbances are eastward-moving
jet streams carrying moisture in
their upper layers. As they reach
the Indian sub-continent, they

encounter the Himalayas and the
moisture transpires into precipi-
tation over northwesternregions
of India during winter months.
During their passage, west-
ern disturbances bring snowfall
over Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh and rainfall
over the plains of Delhi,
Rajasthan and UP. After these
streams move away from India,

the associated cold winds pene-
trate into central and north
peninsular India regions, thus
lowering the temperatures.

New Delhi, too, experienced a
dry January and it was the driest
January since 2016, the IMD said.

Since 2009, Delhi experi-
enced dry January only in 2016
and 2024, the IMD datarevealed.
This winter, the Met department
recorded rainfall traces (insignif-
icant to measure) only on
January 24 (Datatill January 30).

The meanrainfall over Delhiin
Januaryis 19.2mm (over 1.7 mean
days) and the same in December
is 8 mm (over 0.6 mean days) for
the period 1991 - 2020.

The IMD categorises January
and February as winter months
over India. While most of the
country experiencesadry winter,
northwest India, in particular, ex-
periences intermittent snow or
rainfall starting mid-December -
both crucial for the year’s water
replenishmentalong the hilly ter-
rains of the Himalayas and the de-
pendent ecosystem.

(ANJALIMARAR WORKS
WITH THE RAMAN RESEARCH
INSTITUTE, BENGALURU)

frastructure, to be deployed for
conduct of such examinations.

The source said that the gov-
ernment has introduced several
reforms to enhance trans-
parency in examinations for re-
cruitment as well as admission
to higher education institutions
over the years and the proposed
legislation in that direction.

The source said that the gov-
ernment has done away with the
requirement of attestation of doc-
uments by introducing self-attes-
tation; shortening examination
cycle(from 18-22 monthsto 6-10
months); doing away with inter-
views for recruitment to Group ‘C
and ‘D’; introduction of computer-
based tests; and issuance of ap-
pointment letters through digital
means under “Rojgar Mela”.

Speaking about requirement
of law to prevent unfair practices
in the public examinations, the
source said that in the recent
past, many states have had to
cancel or were unable to declare
results of their public examina-
tions because of adverse impact
of unfair practices and means
adopted by anti-social and crim-
inal elements.

“These unfair practices if not
effectively prevented and de-
terred, will continue to jeopardise
the future and careers of millions
of aspiring youths of this country.
Inmany instances, it has been ob-
served that organised groups and
mafia elements are involved.
They deploy solver gangs, imper-
sonation methods, and indulge in
paper leaks. The Bill primarily
aims to deter such kind of nefari-
ous elements,” the source said.

The source said at present
there is no specific substantive
law at the national level to deal
with unfair means adopted or of-
fences committed by persons,
organised groups, or any other
agency/organisation that ad-
versely impacts the conduct of
Public Examinations by Central
Government and its agencies.
This is the reason that the Centre
has proposed this law.

The proposed Bill is aimed at
effectively and legally deterring
persons, organised groups orin-
stitutions thatindulge in various
unfair means and adversely im-
pact the public examination sys-
tems for monetary or wrongful
gains, the source said.

6 held for trying
to extort money
from realtor,
threatening

‘ED action’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

-SIX PERSONS have been arrested

here for trying to extort Rs 164
crore from a real estate devel-
oper and threatening to initiate
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
probe against him or even Kkill
him if he did not cough up the
money, police said Wednesday.

The main accused in the case
is also a builder, said a Mumbai
crime branch official.

As per the complainant, he
and the accused builder were
jointly redeveloping an old
housing society building in
Bandra area. But as the ac-
cused's work was not satisfac-
tory, the society gave develop-
ment rights for the entire
premises to the complainant.
Earlier this month, the com-
plainant learnt that the accused
was going to file a complaint
against him with the ED.

To sort out the matter, he met
his former partner at a cafe,
where the accused allegedly de-
manded Rs 164 crore and threat-
ened to set the ED in action
against the complainant and
even have himkilled, the FIR said.

Karnataka gave me an award but
Maharashtra jailed me: Teltumbde

SANATHPRASAD
BENGALURU, JANUARY 31

CIVIL RIGHTS activist and
scholar Anand Teltumbde was
conferred the Basava Rashtriya
Puraskara by Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah in
Bengaluru Wednesday for his
work on delivering social jus-
tice and equality through his
speeches and writings.

After receiving the award,
Teltumbde thanked
Siddaramaiah and the
Karnataka government for the
award and said, “A Kannadiga
friend yesterday was telling me
that our state will be the first to
honour me with an award be-
fore my state does. I said my
state (Maharashtra) has done
the greatest honour by putting
me in jail.”

“This is not my personal
award. It is actually an honour
for all the faceless and count-
less activists who have been
struggling for making this
world better for people to live,”

Anand Teltumbde (second from left) with other awardees. ENS

said Teltumbde, an accused in
the Bhima Koregaon case, who
was granted permission by a
NIA in Maharashtra to visit
Bengaluru for two days to re-
ceive the award.

Teltumbde called
Basavanna’s vachanas “pro-
gressive” and said that he had

rejected all forms of social dis-
crimination.

“I find that Basavanna car-
ries the lineage of Lokayata,
Buddha and down to Marx. He
rejected all sorts of rituals and
social discrimination that ex-
isted then... he valorised com-
passion,” he said.

Court sets aside Visva-Bharati’s eviction
notice to Amartya Sen: ‘not according to law’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JANUARY 31

SETTING ASIDE an eviction no-
tice issued by the Visva-Bharati
against Nobel laureate Amartya
Sen for allegedly occupying 13
decimals of the 1.38 acre of
leased land on the university’s
Santiniketan campus, a Birbhum
district court on Wednesday
pulled up the varsity authorities
for raking up the issue after not
taking any measures in the last
80 years.

Last April, the 90-year-old
noted economist had ap-
proached the Birbhum district
court after the Visva-Bharati is-
sued him an eviction notice.

“All of a sudden, in January
2023, the Visva-Bharati univer-
sity woke up and issued several
notices (including a statutory
notice) to the appellant
(Amartya Sen).Itis very surpris-
ing to note that the university
which slumbered over the issue
without taking any effective
measures according to the law
for 80 years, refused to give five
months' time to the appellant,

Amaryta Sen

who wanted the same to meet
the queries as he was abroad.
The said act of the university is
against the rule of natural justice
and violating of the maxim audi
alterem partem,” the order of the
Birbhum  District  Judge
Sudeshna De (Chatterjee) stated.

“Therefore, the impugned
notice dated 17.03.2023 as well
as action taken by the respon-
dents asking the appellant for
showing cause and evicting him
from 13 decimals of land under
his occupation vide the order of
respondent no.l1  dated
19.04.2023 are found to be erro-
neous and not according to the
law and thus, not legally sustain-
able and liable to be set aside,”
the judge ordered.

Since 2022, the then vice-
chancellor of Visva-Bharati uni-
versity, Bidyut Chakrabarty, has
been claiming that Sen has been
illegally occupying 1.38 acre
(5550 sq ft) of land on the
Santiniketan campus.
Chakrabarty alleged that Sen’s
father, who was a professor at
the university, had rented only
1.25 acre on a 99-year lease in
1943 and thus, the remaining
land should be returned to the
university.

The university sent three let-
ters to Amartya Sen between
January and March 2023. The fi-
nal eviction notice wasissued on
March 17,2023.

Visva-Bharati’s then joint
registrar and estate officer, A K
Mahato, passed the eviction or-
der under the Public Premises
(Eviction and Unauthorised
Occupants)Act, 1971, saying the
university would take posses-
sion of 13 decimals of land on
the north-west corner of the
plot.

InJanuary 2023, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
met Sen and handed over a state
land and revenue department

record showing that all 1.38 acre
covered by the property be-
longed to him through a muta-
tion executed in 2006. The West
Bengal government later trans-
ferred leasehold rights of the en-
tire 1.38 acre to Sen to thwart any
eviction attempt by the univer-
sity authorities.

In May, the Calcutta High
Court ordered aninterim stay on
the eviction order. The Bench of]
Justice Bibhas Ranjan De ruled
that no action could be taken on
it until the case is heard by the
Birbhum district court.

“The court has accepted our
prayer. We moved the court
against the eviction orderissued
by the Visva-Bharati. The court
has set aside the (eviction) or-
der,” Sen's lawyer Biman
Chowdhury said.

No official of the Visva-
Bharati university was available
for comment.

Responding to the final evic-
tion notice in April last year,
Amartya Sen had asserted that
the institution’s claim on a part
of the leased land covered by his
ancestral property on the cam-
pus had “no legal standing”.

Assam Congress chief appears before police
after summons related to Rahul’s yatra

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 31

ASSAM CONGRESS chief Bhupen
Borah appeared before Jorhat
police Wednesday after receiv-
ing a summons for a case regis-
tered against the Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra.

Last week, Assam Pradesh
Congress Committee (APCC)
president Borah received a no-
tice from the Jorhat police direct-
ing him to appear before it on

January 31, failing which he will
be liable for arrest.

This is in relation to a suo
moto case registered by the
Jorhat police on January 18
against the yatra for allegedly de-
viating from its permitted route
in the district.

On Wednesday, he reported to
the police stationat 11 amaccom-
panied by other state Congress
leaders, and his supporters. He left
the police station after three hours
and said he had been asked to re-
port there again on February 12.

aﬁmr'.neiss.cnm

Speaking to reporters after
leaving the police station, he said
he would comply with the po-
lice’s directions and that the
Assam Congress would simulta-
neously continue with its prepa-
rations for the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections.

“The BJP seeks that the
Congress party remains busy
with police stations. We will fol-
low the law, they (the police)
have called me againon the 12th
(February), I will come. We all
have duties. Some will contest

the elections, some will cam-
paign...We have to fight the le-
gal battle as well as the Lok
Sabha elections, which will be
conducted in 100 days. We will
fulfil our duties there as
well...They may lock me up, but
the APCC will not stop. When
Gandhiji and Jawaharlal Nehru ji
were in jail, the freedom strug-
gle continued.[am not such a big
man. There are many leaders in
our party,” he said.
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RASHTRIYA CHENICALS AND FERTILIZERS LTD.

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
A NAVRATMA COMPANY

Thal Unit, Thal, Tal-Alibag, Dist-Raigad, PIN-402 208, Maharashira
CIN-L24110MH197EGOI020185
Phone Mo, 02141-238207, Fax Ko.02141-238206, 2380%1, Emall:hrthal@refitd. com

NEEDS HONORARY& PANEL DOCTORS
Applications are invited an hanorary basis from Specialist dociors -Fhysician,
Qrthopedic. Surgeen, Dentist; Dental Surgeon, Ayurvedic Physician,
Homegpathic. Physician, ENT Surgeon, Radiologist! Sonalogist,
Physiotherapist, Ophthalmologist, Pathologist, Dermatologist, Pavchiatrist,
Chest Physiclan and General Surgeosn. Super Specialist doctors-Candiologizst,
Urodegist, Meurclogist, Nephrologist, Gastroenteralagist and Rheumatologist
for RCF Hospilal - Kurul & Parel Doctor for Thal { Navgaon area (Alibag,
Raigad, Maharashira). Interasted candidalas along with ralavant documenis
may apply to DGV (HRA) - N0, REF That Unit onoar hafore 14.02,2024. The
details can only be seen on our website www.rcfitd.com. Any changes will
appearcnly on ourwebsiie DGM {HRIA) IIC
Lt plg s L] :'.ng-_tﬁtm'
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SIES COLLEGE OF COMMERCE AND ECONOMICS (AUTONOMOUS),
Plot of No. 71/72, Sion Matunga Estate,
TN Chidambaran Marg, Sicn | East ), Mumbai - 400 022,
[ NAAC Accredited “A° Grade )
MINORITY COLLEGE

(AIDED)
Invites applications for the full Time post of teachers in'the following subjects in
the Junior College - English Medium , for the academic year 2023-24.

1. Commerce 1 Post
2. Mathematics 1 Post

Qualifications: M.Com /M Sc. with ll Class { Minirum 50% bin the respective
Subjects with B.Ed

Pay scale as prescribed by the Education Department,
Government of Maharashira from ime to ime.

Eligible candidates may walk in as per the following schedule.

Pay Scale:

Subject Date of Interview Reporting Time
Commerce 150212024 10,30 am to 1.30 pm
Mathematics 10212024 10.30-am to 1.30 pm

www.indianexpress.com

The appointment will be made subject to approval from the Office of the
Deputy Director of Education.

Candidates should bring application with Bio-Data along with original and
certified copies of all necessary documents. Persons already emploved must
sand their application through praper channel,

Application form is available on the College website: siesce.edu.in
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SHIVAJI UNIVERSITY,
KOLHAPUR

Applications are invited in the prescribed form available anline
on Shivaji University website www.unishivaji.ac.in (URL
www.unishivaji.ac.in/recruitments ) for the following Teaching
Posts under provisions of Section 102 of Maharashtra Public
Liniversities Act, 2016 to be filled in unaided departments/
course conducted from University funds.

Post Department/Course and Number of Posts

Food Science and Technology - 1
Chemistry- ( For Industrial Chemistry Course) — 1
Computer Science - 2

Assistant
Professor

The details of Posts, Qualifications, Pay Scale and
emoluments, process of online application and instructions
therein etc. are available on the university website
www unishivaji.ac.in { URL www. unishivaji.ac infrecruitments ).

Dr. V. N. Shinde
Registrar

Kolhapur
Date @ 24/01/2024

Shiromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Conunittee's

fﬁa‘ %;35 GURU NANAK KHALSA COLLEGE

¥ = OF ARTS, SCIENCE & COMMERCE (AUTONOMOUS)
%“"‘%.A Nathalal Parekh Marg, King Circle, Matunga (East),
Muinbai - 400 019,

Re-accredited with A’ Grade (3.54 CGPA) by NAAC (3rd Cycle 2016)

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE FOLLOWING

POSTS FROM THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2023-2024
| UN-AIDED

(SELF FINANCE COURSE)
Tatal No.

l?:::. Cadre Subject of Posts | CAtEGOrY
1| Assistant Professor | Business Economics 01 01 - OPEN
2 | Assistant Professor BAMMC {1 01-0PEN
3| Assistant Professor Compater Science 01 01 - OPEN
4 | Assistant Professor Bio-Technology o 01 - OPEN
5 | Assistant Professor Ef;fi:;ﬁ_ﬁ[i'tgﬁe rwted | o1 | o1-0PEN
i Sports Director sports o 01 - OPEN
The above posis are opaa to all, however candidates fromany category can apphy for the
post,

Reservation for women will be as per University Crcular No.BCCHGT4/18988 Dated
10TH Warch 1996. 4% reservation shall be for the persons with disabifity as per
University CircilarMo. Special CeCC2019-20/05 dated 05 July 2019

Candsdales having knowledge of Marathi will be preferred.

Nalification, Pay Scales and othar reéquirement are as prescribed by the UGC
Notification dated 13 July 2018, Government of Maharashira Resolution Mo.Misc-
ZOTBIC. R.O6ME/UNI-, dated & March 2018 and Universily Circular
Mo TAASTCTYICDR2018-131 241 dated 26 March 2093 and revized from Hime to time”
The Government Rescldion and Circular are availabde on the website mu.ac.m
Applicants who are already employed must send their application through peoper
channel Applicants are reguirad to.account for braaks, if any intheir academic career,
Application with ful deta®s should reach ihe PRINCIPAL, SHIROMAN] GURDWARA,
PRABANDHAK COMMITTEE'S GURU NANAK KHALSA COLLEGE OF ARTS,
SCIENCE & COMMERCE, Mathatal Parekh Marg, Matunga, Mumbai - 400 019,

approved adverfisemend.
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BECAUSE THRE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A TAINTED VICTORY

Inconsistencies that riddled mayoral poll process in Chandigarh
threaten to reduce it to a charade, must be addressed

EVER HAVE THE mayoral polls of the Chandigarh Municipal Corporation

witnessed so much drama and such rancour. What started as a low-pro-

file election held every year to elect a new mayor, a post more titular than

powerful, was transformed into a high voltage battle once the Aam Aadmi
Party joined hands with Congress for the three posts of mayor, senior deputy mayor and
deputy mayor. The announcement, made three days before the elections were sched-
uled to take place on January 18, seemed to change the complexion of the electoral process.
The numbers seemed stacked in favour of the newly-minted alliance with 13 AAP and
seven Congress councilors pitted against 14 of the BJP. Senior AAP leaders predicted it
would be the first win for INDIA, the anti-BJP alliance at the national level. But as things
turned out, they had underestimated their opponent's will to win, at any cost.

The sequence of events bears recounting. The January 18 election was called off a few
minutes before it could start. Reason: The presiding officer, a nominated councilor, who
was also an office-bearer of the BJP, had apparently been takenill. The Chandigarh admin-
istration tasked with holding these polls pushed them to February 6, citing among other
reasons law and order and preoccupation with preparations for the Republic Day. Many
were left wondering how an election that required the counting of a mere 36 votes could
depend on the health or well being of one individual when the deputy commissioner
was the prescribed authority. Finally, an intervention of the Punjab and Haryana High
Court led to the polls being held on January 30. On election-eve, media personnel were
barred from entering the Municipal House; the polling was beamed on an outdoor screen.
Inside, amid chaos, the BJP pulled off a surprise victory with 16 seats, surpassing the al-
liance's 12, after eight of the latter's votes were invalidated. The mayoral candidate of the
alliance has sought relief from the High Court, which has asked the UT administration to
respond in three weeks.

Aday after the debacle, amid charges and counter-charges, there is speculation about
horse-trading, and allegations of alliance councilors being cloistered away in secret loca-
tions before the polls. The humdrum corporation has turned into a political minefield. At
stake, above all, is the basic question of fairness and transparency. The inconsistencies
that have riddled this poll process threaten to reduce it to a charade. They also raise ap-
prehensions about deviations from, and distortions of, due process when the stakes are
higher, in larger arenas.

MIND AND MATTER

Brain-computer interfaces, like the one tested by Neuralink,
could be a paradigm shift. The pitfalls must be avoided

ITH NEURALINK, AS with so many of Elon Musk's ventures, it is impor-
tant to separate science from speculation, product development from
wishful thinking. Musk announced on X (formerly Twitter) on January
30 that “The first human received an implant from @Neuralink yester-
day and is recovering well. Initial results show promising neuron spike detection.” Given that
Neuralink had received approval from the US Food & Drug Administration in September
last year, the announcement was somewhat expected. Last year, there was controversy over
the company's disclosures, which led to investigations into dead study animals and the
transportation of hazardous materials. The surgery, however, marks an important mile-
stone -- the beginning of human-computer interfaces that can possibly address physical
and cognitive limitations and disabilities. Moving forward, who controls the technology
and how itis distributed will be important in determining its impact.
Neuralink is building on work done by laboratories and companies that came before it
-- the first Brain-Computer Interface (BCI) dates back to the 1970s. The wireless device im-
planted by Neuralink contains a chip and arrays of electrodes, which are meant to register
thoughts related to movement. Eventually, if successful, the device should enable people with
disabilities to move a cursor or type just by thinking about it. The initial users are likely to
be people who have lost their limbs. But as with SpaceX and Tesla, the claims made by Musk
around Neuralink's BCI make it seem like the science fiction future is now. Musk envisions
a future where Neuralink's brain implants seamlessly merge with cognitive functions, of-
fering a direct interface between the human mind and computers. Whether or not this
comes to pass, it is important to approach the technological frontier with a discerning eye.
The first concern is around privacy. Who will control the data extracted from brains, and
how can it be ensured that it is not exploited for nefarious purposes? As with Al, regulation
must go hand-in-hand with the development of BCls. Second, the development of significant
medical technologies must not end up being a monopoly — publicly-funded research can
help minimise the cost to the end user, who need not be only a customer who can afford the
prohibitive cost of cutting-edge interventions. The Oxford Astra-Zeneca Covid vaccine, for
example, was developed with public funds from multiple countries, and arguably reached
far more people thanits private-sector counterparts. Finally, if and when the technology gets
closer to mass use, a dialogue involving experts, ethicists, and the publicis essential to guard
againstits misuse, or even enthusiastic over-use. BCls represent a potential paradigm shift in
the relationship between people and technology. Its pitfalls, though, must be avoided.

FRAULEIN LIESER RETURNS

A Klimt artwork has been found after nearly 100 years. It
reiterates the Austrian artist’s radical appeal

n June last year, Austrian artist Gustav Klimt’s Lady With a Fan sold for a stagger-

ing $108.4 million at Sotheby’s, London, to become the most expensive artwork

to be sold at an auction in Europe. It was one of the artist’s two unfinished paint-

ings, both portraits of young women, found in his studio in Vienna following his
death from Spanish flu in 1918. The other, Portrait of Fréiulein Lieser, commissioned by a
wealthy Jewish industrialist, had been lost for nearly a century, its sole record a black-
and-white photograph archived in the Austrian National Library from the time of its last
exhibition in 1925. Now, the discovery of the latter in a private collection in Vienna has
renewed anticipation of another blockbuster sale when the 31-by-55-inch portrait goes
to auction in late April in the Austrian capital.

Portrait of Frdulein Lieser shows a clear-eyed young woman in a green dress and a richly
embroidered blue coat. While the exact identity of the woman — and the fate of the paint-
ing during the period between 1925 and 1960, when it was acquired by the family of the
present owner — remains unresolved, it is a classic Klimt, reminiscent of his later-era pre-
occupation with portraits commissioned by Austria’s elite.

The excitement over the portrait is indicative of Klimt’s larger legacy. He might be
best known for The Kiss, an elaborate oil-on-canvas rendition of a couple in embrace, but
as one of the leaders of the anti-establishment Vienna Secession movement that up-
ended contemporary understanding of the purpose of art, Klimt's radical appeal lay in his
melding together elements of craft and design in his art. The sumptuous and the sensual,
the abstract and the everyday came together on his canvas in a rich riot of metallic hues
and textured details. It had always driven up the price of his work, especially his portraits.
In 2006, for instance, his 1907 portrait, Adele Bloch-Bauer I, sold for $135 million. It remains
to be seen if Fraulein Lieser has a similar fortuitous afterlife.
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WORDLY WISE
TRUTH 1S LIKE FIRE; TO TELL THE TRUTH MEANS TO
GLOW AND BURN. — Gustav KLiMT

Marathon, not sprint

For sustained growth, interim budget should focus on

macroeconomic fundamentals and reforms

DHARMAKIRTI JOSHI

THE FIRST ADVANCE GDP estimates from the
National Statistical Office indicate that the
Indian economy will grow 7.3 per cent this fis-
calyear, faster than the Economic Survey’s pre-
diction of 6.5 per cent made in January 2023.
The survey had then noted that the Indian
economy appeared more upbeat than most.

India will continue to be the fastest-grow-
ing major economy despite a sharp slowdown
inagriculture and various risks and uncertain-
ties playing out globally. The Russia-Ukraine
conflictand the intensifying Middle East crisis
have so far not dented the country’s growth
trajectory. Most other macros are also broadly
inbalance, with current account deficitinthe
safe zone, the currency being stable,and head-
line inflation expected to nudge down over
the next few quarters.

Economic policies, specifically fiscal pol-
icy, have played a key role in shaping the post-
pandemic growth recovery. The fiscal policy
transitioned from a focus on welfare during
the pandemic towards a public investment-
driven growth strategy to accelerate a buildup
in infrastructure. This was achieved while
staying on the glide path of a reducing fiscal
deficit/gross domestic product (GDP) ratio.

This has helped raise the productive ca-
pacity of the economy. National accounts data
shows thatinvestment has grown faster than
GDP (bothin nominal and real terms), withits
share in GDP rising to 34.9 per cent this year,
from 31.6 per cent in 2019-20. That said, the
government needs to start moderating its
budgetary support to capital spending.
Bringing down the fiscal deficit to the com-
mitted 4.5 per cent of GDP by 2025-26 will
entail a hit of 1.4 percentage points to GDP over
the next two years.

This would imply fiscal rectitude in an
election year. To be sure, the budget to be pre-
sented tomorrow is an interim one and the fi-
nal budget will be presented after the elec-
tions. But extrapolating the current
government’s past fiscal conservatism, fiscal
numbers in the interim budget can be consid-
ered as final, assuming the government re-
mains in power.

Delivering on this fiscal consolidation
strategy is easy if growth remains strong.
Amid the vicissitudes, the review report from
the Finance Ministry expects the economy
to grow close to 7 per cent next fiscal and

Unlike advanced countries,
core inflation has corrected
quicklyin India and is ata
comforting level of 3.8 per
cent. Fuel inflation is -1 per
cent. India’s headline
inflation is yet to be brought
under control, solely due to
high food inflation. The
underperformance of the
agriculture and rural
economy, coupled with high
food inflation in an election
year, can be worrisome.
Agriculture punches far
above its weight in GDP
because it influences food
inflation, which has a 40 per
cent weight in the
consumption basket, and a
large portion of the
population still depends on
agriculture. Curbing food
inflation requires supply-
side measures and falls in
the domain of fiscal policy.

suggests the possibility of India becoming a
$7 trillion economy by the end of this decade.
Healthy medium-term growth prospects are
alsoreflected in the forecasts of multilateral
agencies. We expect GDP growth to moder-
ate to 6.4 per cent next fiscal, before acceler-
ating thereafter, due to slowing global
growth and tighter financial conditions glob-
ally and at home.

That said, for faster and sustained growth,
itis critical that the private sector picks up the
investment baton from the government. This
will be important to preserve the medium-
term potential of the economy while moving
along the fiscal normalisation path.

Improving capacity utilisation, the
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, a
low-corporate-tax regime, and healthy bal-
ance sheets of medium and large-sized cor-
porates augur well for arevival in capex, which
has not seen a meaningful pick-up in the last
decade. We believe thatlowering compliance
costs and providing stability in the tax regime
can complement the existing favourable sce-
nario in unleashing a broad-based revival of
the investment cycle.

Unlike advanced countries, core inflation
has corrected quickly in India and is at a com-
forting level of 3.8 per cent. Fuel inflation is
-1 per cent. India’s headline inflation is yet
to be brought under control, solely due to
high food inflation. The underperformance
of the agriculture and rural economy, cou-
pled with high food inflation in an election
year, can be worrisome. Agriculture punches
far above its weight in GDP because it influ-
ences food inflation, which has a40 per cent
weight in the consumption basket, and a
large portion of the population still depends
on agriculture. Curbing food inflation re-
quires supply-side measures and falls in the
domain of fiscal policy.

Although central bank policy does not di-
rectly influence food inflation, it aims to pre-
vent the transmission to other segments by
keeping overall demand in check through in-
terest rate hikes. Therefore, the RBI would be
a bit wary of declaring an early victory onin-
flation and initiating quick rate cuts. This also
implies that government policy will go into
overdrive to bring down food inflation. We ex-
pect consumer inflation to settle at4.5 per cent
next fiscal, assuming normal monsoons and

crude oil prices at around $80 per barrel.

Globally as well, inflation and interest rate
cycles have peaked. However, the expectation
regarding the timing and speed of rate cuts
continues to evolve as the US and Europe are
still grappling with high core and headline in-
flation and tight labour markets. We anticipate
that both the US Federal Reserve and Indian
central bankwould initiate rate cuts in the mid-
dle of this year. Therefore, monetary policy is
unlikely to become growth-supportive, par-
ticularly until the first half of next fiscal.

Lastyear marked the highest annual tem-
perature in recorded history, reminding us of
the escalating climate risk. Indiaisamong the
most climatically vulnerable countries. The
country experienced its second hottest year
since 1901 and driest August in 2023, accord-
ing to the India Meteorological Department. A
recent study by the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water highlights how mon-
soon patterns have changed in India over the
last four decades, with increasing occurrences
of excess and deficient rainfall.

This has wide implications, particularly for
agriculture. India needs to step up research
and development and take other complemen-
tary steps towards adapting to climate change,
together with measures to limit it. And it must
do so without hurting growth prospects. The
review document also lists the “trade-off be-
tween energy security and economic growth
versus energy transition” as a key challenge
for the economy.

Over the near and medium term, domes-
tic strengths such as healthy corporate and
balance sheets, the government's policy focus
on infrastructure build-up, and the notewor-
thy progress on digitalisation provide comfort
on the growth front. External markers for the
economy also remain resilient.

Historically, growth spurts in India have
resembled sprints rather than marathons. To
transform the current growth uptick into a
marathon, itis important for policymakers to
ensure sound macroeconomic fundamentals,
fast-track skilling of the larger population to
enable their participation in the growth
process, engage in pragmatic management of
energy transition, and focus on reforms. A tall
order, indeed.

The writer is chief economist, CRISIL Ltd

ANATOMY OF A FLARE-UP

Pakistan response to Iran was determined by army’s compulsion not to appear weak

TILAK DEVASHER

RELATIONS BETWEEN IRAN and Pakistan
have been complex. Iran was the first country
to recognise Pakistan in 1947. In the 1965
Indo-Pak war, Iran provided safe bases to the
Pakistan Air Force. During the 1973-77 Baloch
insurgency, the Shah’s government provided
Pakistan with 30 helicopters and pilots to
strafe the Baloch.

Despite this, insurgencies of their ethnic
Baloch populations have complicated rela-
tions. While there has been intermittent co-
operation, both have also accused the other of
sheltering insurgents. The Iran-Pakistan bor-
der has been a troubled one with skirmishes
but these have been kept below the threshold
of open hostilities. Over the years, mecha-
nisms and channels of communication have
been established to deal with these situations.

That was why the Iranian missile and
drone attack on January 16 came as a sur-
prise. The attacks targeted the village of Sabz
Koh, about 60 km inside Pakistan, in
Balochistan’s Panjgur district, killing two
children and injuring three other civilians.
According to Iran, they had targeted a
Pakistan-based Iranian Sunni terrorist group
Jaish al-Adl that has carried out several at-
tacks in Iran. Jaish al-Adl or Jaysh al-Dhulm
as it is called in Iran, is a successor of the
Iranian Baloch extremist group, Jundallah.
Since the 1979 Islamic revolution, Shia Iran’s
severe treatment of the Baloch has fuelled
Sunni radicalism in Sistan-Balochistan.

Pakistan saw the Iranian attack as a se-

Clearly, Iran miscalculated
Pakistan's reaction. The one
thing Pakistan cannot afford
is an impression that despite
being the Islamic world’s
only nuclear power, it is
actually too weak to defend
its sovereignty. Like Iran, the
Pakistan army also has
strong domestic
compulsions.

rious violation of its sovereignty. Its initial
response was diplomatic — withdrawal of
the ambassador and calling off all bilateral
visits. This was followed by strikes in
Sarwan in Sistan-Balochistan on January 18,
in which nine persons, including women
and children, were killed. According to
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), the
Pakistan military’s mouthpiece, hideouts
used by the Balochistan Liberation Army
and Baloch Liberation Front were success-
fully struck in the operation code-named
Marg Bar Sarmachar. Trade between the
two continued as usual with all border-
crossing points kept open.

For Iran, either escalating or not respond-
ing to the Pakistani attacks carried risks. The
former would end up diverting its attention
from the other conflicts in the Middle East
thatit was involved in. The latter risked invit-
ing attacks from regional adversaries for
whom the message would be that Iran could
not sustain a direct conflict. Since both op-
tions were bad, it leads to the moot question
of whether Iran had war-gamed the conse-
quences of its actions against Pakistan.

Given the multiple crises in Pakistan —
economic, political, security — Iran possibly
assessed that it would not be in a position to
retaliate and even if it were, it would avoid
militarily confronting Iran. Moreover, Iran
needed to signal domestically that faced with
several attacks in Sistan-Balochistan, it had
the capacity and will to target Jaish al-Adl ter-

rorists in Pakistan. The most consequential
reason could well be the need to signal to its
adversaries in the Middle East and the US that
any attempt to harm it either directly or
through proxies would be countered strongly.

Clearly, Iran miscalculated Pakistan's re-
action. The one thing Pakistan cannot afford
isanimpression that despite being the Islamic
world’s only nuclear power, it is actually too
weak to defend its sovereignty. Like Iran, the
Pakistan army also has strong domestic com-
pulsions. Its reputation had taken a beating
during the past year due to the antics of Imran
Khan. A military response was a given, the
only question being the scale of it.

Immediately after the attacks, both coun-
tries dialled down their hostilities, express-
ing a desire to work together. The ambassa-
dors have returned. However, despite the
diplomatic language, it is obvious that the re-
lations have been damaged by the events.

While Pakistan seems to have gotten over
this crisis, at least for the time being, domes-
ticevents are taking centre stage. Even as elec-
tions are a week away on February 8, Khan
has been sentenced to imprisonment in two
cases — 10 years in the cipher case and 14
years in the Toshakhana case. While these
sentences would be appealed against, for the
time being, they pose serious hurdles to his
political career.

Devasher is an author and member, National
Security Advisory Board. Views are personal
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CENTRE-AKALI TALKS

THE CENTRE AND the top Akalileadership are
exploring the possibility of a solution to the
Punjab problem. Sources say there have been
two separate meetings between senior Akali
leaders and a central leader. Due to the meet-
ing between a senior Akali leader and Rajiv
Gandhi, Congress (I) general secretary, the
Akali leadership did not announce any seri-
ous plan for the next phase of their agitation.

FIRING IN ALWAR
THE POLICE FIRED for the second day running

in the Alwar district of Rajasthan to disperse
violent demonstrators. There has been con-
tinuing agitation against the alleged rape of a
24-year-old married woman by two police-
men at Kotputlitown and the death of three
schoolboys in police firing on January 28. Six
people, including four students, were injured
in the firing at Naugawan.

BOMBAY BANDH

THE 24-HOUR Bombay and Thane-Belapur
bandh called by opposition parties and trade
unions was almost total and peaceful. BEST
(Bombay Electricity Supply and Transport)

buses kept off the road as planned, though
traffic plied according to schedule but carry-
ing very few passengers. Air services operated
fairly well but passengers had a tough time
reaching their destinations.

PLI'S NEW POLICY

ONITS CENTENARY, Postal Life Insurance (PLI)
has introduced a new and attractive antici-
pated endowment assurance policy for cover-
age of risk as well as quicker monetary returns
for its clients. The scheme provides full pro-
tection throughout its currency and also en-
sures a flow of cash at regular intervals.
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Caste, a Western construct

The formative literature on it dates to colonial times and is the work
of writers with deep-rooted prejudices against Hinduism

THE SIDEBAR
BY J SAT DEEPAK

IN MY PREVIOUS article in this series on
Dravidianism (‘A truth forsaken’, IE, January
15),Ihad discussed in some detail the “anthro-
pological” mapping of Bharat’s society under-
taken by Christian European missionaries
through the alien lens of “caste”. Before I take
this discussion further, a few important
caveats are warranted lest my views are either
misunderstood or misrepresented as adenial
of the lived experience of affected groups,
whoever they may be.

First, my objective is to understand the
causes leading to the present, instead of falling
prey to the common error of “presentism” that
plagues contemporary discourse on issues
suchas “caste/tribe”. This means the past must
be understood in terms of the past, not to con-
done or glorify it, but to avoid the distortion
caused by the lens of the present. Importantly,
it would defy logic for a post-colonial society
such as Bharat to not even examine the past
and continuing religious, cultural and politico-
legal impact of colonialism on itself.

Second, in the second part of this series
(‘The colonial-missionary roots of caste and
tribe’, IE, November 7,2023),I had clearly qual-
ified my position on the issue of “caste/tribe”
that in attributing the introduction of these
lenses to the missionary-colonial combine,
the intent was not to deny the prior existence
of the varna-jati complex, its hereditary na-
ture and the identity silos associated withit.
However, it is certainly my case, based on
scholarly literature, that the application of the
“caste/tribe” classifications by the Christian
colonial establishment (especially through an
official census-taking exercise)resulted inan
artificial re-ordering of the Hindu society
based on the European perception of it.
Interestingly, the 1911 census of Bengal
records the existence of at least 80 different
castes even in the Muslim society. So much for
monotheistic egalitarianism.

In other words, “castification” of the pre-
existing varna-jati complex resulted in pre-
senting an outside and incorrect view of how
the complex operated, including its structure,
rigidity and the scale of atrocities arising from
“caste-consciousness”. Such missionary-
colonial distortion was not unique to the
varna-jati structure, it was equally visible in
representations of the Devadasi system, Sati
and the Jagannath Rath Yatra. In fact, the
European approach was no different in Africa,
Australia or the Americas. No wonder, they
are significantly Christian. One could go a step
further and contend that the original tem-
plate was crafted during the Christianisation
of Europe itself against its pre-Christian soci-
eties, which was then applied during the colo-
nial period in other continents. When under-
stood against this larger backdrop, which
reveals a commonality and continuity of
thought, action and outcomes, it becomes ev-
ident that “caste”, Devadasi, Sati and
Jagannath Yatra, inter alia, were tools in the
hands of the missionary-colonial compact to
malign the Hindu society to create the “hu-
manitarian” justifications needed for reli-
gious, cultural and politico-legal intervention.

On how the Devadasis were branded and
reduced to “temple prostitutes”, Women of

Pride: The Devadasi Heritage by Lakshmi
Vishwanathan is a good read, and on Sati, I
would strongly recommend Meenakshi Jain’s
seminal work Sati: Evangelicals, Baptist
Missionaries, and the Changing Colonial
Discourse. As for the malicious vilification of
the Jagannath Rath Yatra, the credit forit goes
to Claudius Buchanan, a Scottish Missionary
from the Church of England, who solicited
contributions from his followers in England
to save Hindus from their “bloody, violent, su-
perstitious and backward religious system”.
Given these documented examples of vile
misrepresentation of Hinduism and Bharat,
whose underlying goal was dehumanisation
followed by proselytisation, it is indeed sur-
prising that there is stubborn resistance even
from sections of the contemporary non-Left
—and not just the Left — in Bharat to acknowl-
edge that the varna-jati complex too hasbeen
subjected to distortion by the Christian West
through application of the caste/tribe lenses.

Finally, to acknowledge this reality is not to
present an apologia for casteism or caste-based
discrimination either in the past or the pres-
ent, but to understand the system asit existed
prior to its distortion. This approach is more
likely to throw up solutions which are original
and practicable being rooted in the culture and
realities of thisland, instead of slavishly apply-
ing the Christian colonial template that has
only worsened the caste discourse to the detri-
ment of the Hindu society and to the advan-
tage of vested interests. For all the so-called
clarion calls for the “annihilation of caste” since
before and after Independence, if anything, we
are far from it and “caste” has become more
deeply entrenched in politics, policies, social
and electoral discourse in “independent
Bharat” thanks to the perpetuation of the colo-
nial approach. And yet, there is a mulish and
anti-intellectual, perhaps even motivated, re-
fusal to research and understand the distinc-
tions between the varna-jati complex and
caste/tribe classifications to address contem-
porary social challenges and the relentless anti-
Dharmic pamphleteering,

I hope the above caveats serve to convey
my position better, even to those who wish to
disagree with integrity.I will now continue the
discussion on the emergence of the caste/tribe
categories and the mythical Dravidian iden-
tity from the “anthropological service” pro-

To acknowledge this reality is
not to present an apologia
for casteism or caste-based
discrimination either in the
past or the present, but to
understand the system as it
existed prior to its
distortion. This approach is
more likely to throw up
solutions which are original
and practicable being rooted
in the culture and realities of
this land, instead of slavishly
applying the Christian
colonial template that has
only worsened the caste
discourse to the detriment of
the Hindu society and to the
advantage of vested interests.

vided by Christian missionaries in Southern
Bharat to colonial rulers. I had ended the last
article with the reference to the publication
in 1816 by the British East India Company of
the “caste” scholarship compiled by French
Catholic Missionary Abbé Jean-Antoine
Dubois, which was based on the earlier work
of a Pondicherry-based French Jesuit
Missionary, Gaston-Laurent Coeurdoux (Pére
Coeurdoux). This work would go on to inform
the Company’s views on Hindu society and its
subsequent administrative and social engi-
neering policies, especially in Madras, for at
least half a century. Interestingly, Max Miiller,
that patron saint of Indology, underscored the
importance of Dubois’ work and eulogised
him as a “man singularly free from prejudice”
and “a scholar with sufficient knowledge, if
not of Sanskrit, yet of Tamil”. But how free of
prejudice was Dubois?

According to Nicholas Dirks, while Dubois
attributed the achievements of the Hindu
civilisation to the moral obligations imposed
by the “caste system”, he bemoaned that
Brahmins were the primary roadblock to the
Christianisation of the Hindu society. As for
his views on the group previously known as
the “Pariahs”, propriety prevents me from re-
peating them and I suspect sympathisers of
Dubois wouldn’t want that either. Let’s just
say that Dubois’ contempt for the aforemen-
tioned group was unvarnished and rivalled
Aurangazeb’s “love” of Hindus, so much so
that Dubois felt that the mission to convert
Hindus to Christianity would be a failure if it
could attractonly “untouchables” and not the
Brahmins. If this was a “man singularly free
from prejudice” according to the great Max
Miiller, I don’t know who would qualify as a
person with prejudice. Such were the people
who put together the early formative litera-
ture on “caste” and “Indology” which aca-
demic and popular discourse parrots till date.
[ shall continue in the next article.

The writer is a commercial and constitutional
litigator who practises as a counsel before the
Supreme Court of India, the High Court of
Delhi, the NCLAT and the CCI, and author of
India that is Bharat: Coloniality, Civilisation,
Constitution, and India, Bharat and
Pakistan: The Constitutional Journey

of a Sandwiched Civilisation
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Muslims should re-

look at BJP

2024 is an opportunity for minority to move beyond a politics of negativity

TARIQ MANSOOR

THE COUNTDOWN FOR the 2024 general
elections has begun. In Indian psephology, the
idea of the “Muslim vote” generally evokes in-
terest, especially in the context of the BJP and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. This is due to
several reasons. First, the BJP’s relationship
with the Muslims has been historically con-
tentious. Second, Muslims perhaps constitute
the only social group that has been beyond
the BJP’s political reach so far. Further, the
Opposition’s “Muslim” politics is predicated
oninstilling a fear of the BJP. However, the elec-
tion of 2024 is shaping up to be different. I
analyse the six factors that have the potential
to effect a turning point in the relationship of
Muslims with the BJP and PM Modi.

One, the BJP and PM Modi have been re-
peatedly invoking issues of social justice to ad-
dress anomalies within the Muslim commu-
nity. The Pasmandas — a social sub-group
representing the most backward Muslims
constituting roughly 80 per cent of the Indian
Muslim population — form the core of this
strategy. The party’s willingness to accommo-
date Pasmandas promises to end the hege-
mony of elites in Muslim politics. By making
calls for greater democratisation and inclusiv-
ity in Muslim politics, the BJP seeks to address
the key Pasmanda demand — not to view the
Muslims as a monolith. Not only does this
mark the first official attempt of the BJP to co-
opt Muslims, but it is also the first time the
Pasmandas are in the political spotlight.

ﬂpﬁpﬂr“ne'ss.cnm

Two, the Modi government has also pri-
oritised issues of gender justice in certain com-
munity personal laws. The abolishing of the
archaic practice of instant triple talag, which
incidentally is not prevalent even in Islamic
nations, has found resounding support
amongst nine crore Muslim women.

Three, PM Modi has sought to redefine
welfarism as a political duty covering a wide
spectrum of human needs — food, housing,
sanitation, gas, water, health, etc. The Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana fed 810 million Indians
during the existential crisis of the pandemic.
No home has been left out because of the
name on the door. The Modi government has
carved out a specific category of labharthis
(beneficiaries) within the economically mar-
ginalised Pasmandas. In some cases, the
Muslim labharthis have benefited in a propor-
tion higher than their population. For instance,
while Uttar Pradesh has a 19 per cent Muslim
population, the beneficiaries under PM Awas
Yojana, Ujjawala Yojna and Mudra Yojana
range from 24-30 per cent. This has lent cre-
dence to the PM'’s promise of “sabka saath,
sabka vikas, sabka vishwas, sabka prayas” and
antyodaya (development without discrimi-
nation) among Muslims.

The introduction of the PM Vishvakarma
scheme is a fillip to socially disadvantaged
group-led enterprises and artisans such as
tailors, barbers, weavers, etc. The 18 crafts
listed under the scheme mirror the occupa-

tional profile of a large number of backward
caste Muslims.

Four, India’s relations with the Islamic
world are arguably undergoing their best
phase. PM Modi has used his personal im-
print on foreign policy to impart substance
to ties. The transformation of ties — from be-
ing simple “trade partners” to “strategic part-
ners” — reflects a growing convergence. The
centrality of India in the proposed India-
Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor is a
manifestation of this new partnership. In
recognition of PM Modi’s efforts to
strengthen relations, many Islamic countries
— the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Palestine,
Afghanistan, Maldives and Egypt — have con-
ferred their highest civilian awards on him.
These gains would not have been possible if
the Muslim world felt that the Indian
Muslims were being discriminated against.

Five, no major communal riot has oc-
curred since 2014. Analysis of data from the
National Crime Records Bureau of riot cases
registered since the 1970s reveals that India
is at its most peaceful in 50 years, as riots
have been on a decline.Inarecent interview
to the Financial Times, Modi invoked the suc-
cess of the Parsis, a religious micro-minority
residing in India, while stating that the Indian
society does not discriminate against any
religious minority.

Finally,and most importantly, the issue of
national interest and security. The Muslim

community should not be oblivious that India
needs a strong and stable government given
the many global conflicts — such as between
Ukraine and Russia, Israel and Palestine — ter-
rorism and China’s expansionist attitude to-
wardsits neighbours including India, Vietnam,
Philippines etc. PM Modi has demonstrated
courage and statesmanship in navigating
these challenges. In contrast, the opposition
camp, as a ship without a captain, at this crit-
ical juncture offers no alternative. India’s ex-
periments with short-lived alliance govern-
ments in the 1990s incurred enormous
international economic and strategic costs.

These issues show why Muslims should
consider choosing Modi and the BJP in the
2024 elections. They are conscious that the
BJP has won the past two general elections
without any significant Muslim votes. The
2023 UP urban local body polls and by-elec-
tions in the Muslim-dominated Rampur Lok
Sabha and Suar assembly in UP, and
Boxanagar in Tripura show a promising trend
for the BJP from these engagements. 2024 rep-
resents an opportunity for Muslims to move
beyond the negativity of the opposition’s pol-
itics and choose the pragmatic path of
progress and national interest. For this, Modi
is their best choice.

The writer, former Vice-Chancellor
of Aligarh Muslim University, is National
Vice-President of the BJP
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Authorities must ensure alternatives for the long term, such as environment-
friendly concrete blocks, which currently just meet five percent of construction
needs. For our country to be free from pollution, the plague of illegal brick kilns

must be eliminated.”

—THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

One versus
the other

Those who celebrate the temple and
those who distance themselves — the rights
of both need equal protection

5

FAHAD ZUBERI

ON JANUARY 22, the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya was consecrated by the Prime
Minister of India. The moment has been dis-
cussed as being phenomenal and as a wa-
tershed moment in Indian politics. In the
conversation around the politico-religious
significance of the consecration of the tem-
ple, however, the question of whose temple
itisand who can safely distance themselves
from it, remains unaddressed.

The ruling governments of India have
made it clear that the Ram temple in
Ayodhya is a national project. Since the
Supreme Court judgment, the government
has pushed a narrative of “national heritage”
around it. The explanation of design and
construction of the temple involved nation-
alist rhetoric. This included stories about ma-
terial and labour sourced from across the
country, the design being representative of
all Indian cultures, the involvement of insti-
tutes of national importance such as IIT
Chennaiand CBRIatIIT Roorkee and contri-
bution from some of the biggest names in
the construction industry.

The consecration conducted by the PM
featured performances by some of the best
known artists, and was attended by popu-
lar celebrities who are household names.
Institutionally, weeks before the consecra-
tion, government employees were given
leave on the 22nd to take partin the celebra-
tions, some universities issued notices bar-
ring protests, and businesses were urged to
stay closed. The phrase “Ram sabke hain”
(Ram belongs to everyone)became partofa
widely dispersed rhetoric.

The truth is, India is home to huge mi-
nority populations who do not believe in the
divinity of Ram. Several traditions and sects
— especially Dalit and Adivasi groups — do
not believe in this nationalised homoge-
neous version of Ramayana, and the Ram
temple might not be a site they identify with.
For a large population in India, Ayodhya
might be asite of fear, violence and destruc-
tion. We must recognise that the templeisa
religious site for one religious group in India
— a country that has a secular Constitution
and is home to the second largest Muslim
population in the world. We must remem-
ber that the land for the temple was recog-
nised as a temple site in a court judgment
over a title suit. That verdict did not grant it
anational status and the socio-political con-
stitution of India does not allow for it either.

Making the Ram temple a national proj-
ect concretises Brahminism as the official
doctrine of the Indian state. The nationali-
sation of the temple sends a message that
those who do not identify with this partic-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ular narrative of Ram are not part of the na-
tion. The consecration — conducted in this
language of nationalisation — is the begin-
ning of a paradigm where other faiths
of India (especially Islam), belong to an
inferior citizenry.

Over the last month, we saw this para-
digm unfold in the built environment.
Groups of volunteers went door to door
distributing stickers, pamphlets and flags
to mark homes and shops as assumed par-
ticipants in the celebrations. Our
cityscapes were painted saffron with flags
and hoardings marking every structure. It
was made to appear through markers in
our neighbourhoods and streets that
everyone in India is rejoicing in the conse-
cration of the temple.

Here, it is important to remember social
scientist Paul Brass. Brass had conceptu-
alised the idea of “mini Ayodhyas” in cities
of India. These are, according to Brass, small
structures around which a narrative of con-
flicted claimsis locally spun, and this mim-
ics the national Ram temple-Babri masjid
conflict. In Brass’s mini Ayodhyas, micro-
environments of confrontation, at local
scales, are created through claims on
mazars and mosques as being “originally”
temples and social cleavages are manifested
as violence. Violence is also produced
through acts of provocation such as throw-
ing bovine meat in the temple or pork meat
in the mosque. Therefore, like in Ayodhya,
conflict is generated through destruction
and desecration of architecture.

Brass’s mini Ayodhyas have come full
circle. Government orders, national narra-
tives, and saffronised cities are pushing a
wedge in India’s fault lines — this time
through construction and consecration and
not destruction and desecration. The site is
the same and the object remains architec-
tural, but while in 1992, it was acceptable
to distance oneself from destruction, today,
nobody canresist or deny being joyous and
proud. Because if you do, you belong to the
wrong group — the “other” of the nation
state. Last month, our cities were marked
to know who is not celebrating the conse-
cration of the temple. Urban pockets, again,
are mimicking Ayodhya, albeit this time in
celebration. It was not the flag that marked
houses, it was the absence of the flag that
spatialised othering.

In this moment, we need to cultivate
and protect a space where I can distance
myself from the temple, where I can say that
this is not my heritage, not the architecture
[ identify with, and where I feel safe in do-
ing so. While the judgment of the Supreme
Courtis accepted and respected, we should
resist the act of making a national icon of
the temple in Ayodhya. We must protect the
right to distance ourselves from the temple
and still be identified as a citizen of India —
no more and no less than those who par-
take inits celebrations. We must protect the
right to say “not in my name” to the temple,
and its consecration.

The writer is an architect and a graduate
scholar of South Asia at University of Oxford

A POLITICAL DECISION

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Price of
distortion’ (IE, January 31). The govern-
ment has decided to cap profit margins
on certain fertilisers and regulate their
maximum retail prices. While the inten-
tion to ensure taxpayer money benefits
farmers is commendable, this move risks
taking the fertiliser industry back to a
full-control era. The nutrient-based sub-
sidy systemintroduced in 2010 aimed at
fostering innovation and balanced nutri-
tion, but the recent measures may hinder
progress. Itis crucial to find a balance be-
tween controlling costs and encourag-
ing innovation for the benefit of both
farmers and the industry.

Zoya Ahmed, Bengaluru

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Price of
distortion’ (IE, January 31). The govern-
ment's decision to put all the subsidised
non-urea fertilisers in the price control
regime is aregressive step. This will result
inafurther spike in fertiliser subsidies as
traditional farmers tend to use nutrients
based on their budget rather than the
crop requirements and soil conditions.
The cheaper supply of chemical fertilis-
ers will attract fewer farmers to adopt or-
ganic farming. The Modi government’s
vision of reducing subsidy bills has mis-
erably failed in an attempt to woo farm-
ers. Rationalising the use of chemical fer-
tilisers is a important to contain the
degradation in social fertility. Keeping
this in mind the government is running
a Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana to
promote the use of natural manures. The
move is the first of many politically mo-
tivated decisions before the elections.
Kiran B Ransing, Ahmadnagar

TIME FOR REFORM

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘After
Niharika’(IE, January 31). The current sit-
uation reflects a troubling pattern where
institutions and policymakers evade ac-
countability in addressing challenges,
echoing past occurrences of similar in-
stances. The weight of unrealistic expec-
tations thrust upon students is pushing
them to desperate measures as afinal re-
course. Revamping both the educational
curriculum and infrastructure is imper-
ative at this juncture. Addressing soci-
ety’s entrenched stereotypes surround-
ing career paths and the relentless
pressures accompanying them is over-
due; it’s high time for reform.

Archita Das, Bengaluru

ECONOMY BATTLE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Stay calm,
build on strengths’ (IE, January 31).
Recent estimates put India’s share in
global GDP at around 10 per cent and
China’s at 18 per cent. To gain from
Chinese slowdown, we require a mas-
sive increase in manufacturing output
and service sector capabilities. These en-
tail greater investments in manufactur-
ing technologies, skilled labour, R&D, hu-
man capital, etc. Moreover, our own
manufacturing sector, dependent on
Chinese goods, will have to be insulated
from the latter’s slowdown. All these fac-
tors are crucial for growth, and regret-
tably, remain our biggest sore points. The
bulk of the investment required will have
to originate from the private sector. Yet,
corporate investment from FY17 to FY22
grew at a meagre 4.9 per cent.
Nimmish, Mumbai
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STATUS CHECK

AT A time when the Trinamool Congress has made the with-
holding of Central funds a big political issue, party’s senior
leader Sudip Bandyopadhyay on Wednesday directly checked
the status from Prime Minister Narendra Modi. During a brief
encounter in Parliament, Bandyopadhyay asked the PM why
the funds were withheld and whether the state would get
them in near future. According to sources in the TMC, the PM
responded saying that the CAG reports on the use of funds by

e

NEW RITUAL

A NEW ritual was added to the customary procession of the
President to address the joint session of Parliament on
Wednesday. Carrying Sengol, senior marshal in Lok Sabha
Rajeev Sharma escorted the President to the Lok Sabha cham-
ber. The Sengol, which was installed near the Speaker’s chair
in the Lok Sabha on May 28 last year, was kept at the centre
as the President took her seat, and remained there while she
addressed the members. The golden spectre was kept back
atits original spot after the President left the House.

OATH CORRECTION

AAM AADMI Party’s Swati Maliwal had to take oath as Rajya
Sabha member twice on Wednesday as she initially read out
the oath meant for ‘nominated MPs’, also ending it with
‘Inquilab Zindabad’. Following this, Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar said: “This is a solemn occasion. There are instances
when there were diversions on the oath and corrections had
to be made. She is a young member of the House”.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra in West Bengal’s Malda on Wednesday. Partha Paul

Cong claims Rahul
Yatra ‘attacked’,
backtracks; Mamata

slams Cong, CPM

ATRIMITRA&RAVIK
BHATTACHARYA
MALDA, KOLKATA, JANUARY 31

ON A DAY that Rahul Gandhi’s
Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra and her
tour of northern West Bengal
districts both criss-crossed
Malda district, CM Mamata
Banerjee indicated she wasinno
mood for letting up in her attacks
on the INDIA bloc.

Tearing into the Congress,
Mamata alleged that the party
and the CPI(M) were working to-
gether to “clear the ground for
the BJP” in the state, adding that
only the TMC was fighting
against the saffron outfit.

The Congress and TMC also
had an exchange of words over
the Yatra, with the Congress ini-
tially claiming that “anti-socials”
had pelted stones at Rahul’s ve-
hicle, breaking its windshield.
The Yatra re-entered Bengal via
Malda Tuesday. After Mamata
claimed the incident had not
happened in Bengal, but in
Bihar’s Katihar which the Yatra
travelled through, Congress na-
tional spokesperson Supriya
Shrinate posted on X that the
windshield of Rahul’s car had
broken due to a crowd surge.
Another senior leader said it had
happened on the Labha Bridge
of Malda, but that Rahul was in
the Yatra bus at the time.

At the same time, the Cong-
ress criticised the TMC adminis-
tration for “security lapses”,
claiming that most of the security
had been diverted to Mamata’s si-
multaneous tour of the district.

Mamata took out a padyatra
through Malda town Wednesday;,
as part of which she walked for
over a kilometre greeting people
lining the roads, before address-
ing an administrative meeting.

At the Malda meeting, she
said, “I was beaten up by the
CPI(M)during their rule, Iwill not
forget that.I told the Congress you
do not have a single MLA, I will
give you two seats (in Bengal)...
they wanted more. I told them
‘You leave the CPI(M)first’.I can’t
be with the CPI(M), which has
committed atrocities on the peo-
ple of Bengal. | have not forgotten
it, and neither have the people.”

The CM added that the
Congress MPs, both from Malda
district, had done nothing for the
people. On the incident involv-
ing Rahul’s vehicle, Mamata later
said: “I heard that someone
pelted stones at Rahul Gandhi's
car.Ifound out that the glass did
not break in Bengal, butin Bihar’s
Kishanganj or Katihar. We never
do this. This is not our culture.
But we condemn the incident.”

The TMCleadership has been
blaming Bengal PCC chief Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury for the
breakdown of the alliance, who,
in turn, has kept up his attacks
on the TMC. The Congress lead-
ership, though, has said it has
kept the door open for talks, with
Rahul himself asserting that
Mamata was an important part
of INDIA.

Chowdhury continued to harp
on the state government's “fail-
ings” Wednesday. Speaking about
the incidentinvolving Rahul’s ve-
hicle, he said: “The Bengal admin-
istration did not cooperate with
us.Idon’t know whether the glass
broke or was broken.”

“Rahul Gandhi’s yatra has
gone through states like Manipur,
Assam, Meghalaya, Bihar and
West Bengal, where the Congress
is notin power. Everywhere, there
were attempts to derail the Yatra...
,” Congress spokesperson Jairam
Ramesh said. FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com
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ONE NATION, ONE ELECTION

Kovind panel weighing draft paper on
macroeconomic impact of syncing polls

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

THE HIGH-level committee on
One Nation, One Election, headed
by former President Ram Nath
Kovind, is discussing the potential
implications of holding simulta-
neous elections on factors such as
GDP growth, fiscal deficits, crime
rates, and education outcomes,
The Indian Express has learned.

In its last meeting on January
27, committee members were ap-
prised of macroeconomicimpact
of holding elections to panchay-
ats, municipalities, state Assem-
blies and the Lok Sabha together.
Thiswas done by way of adraft re-
search paper presented by former
Finance Commission chairperson

and committee member N K Sin-
gh and economist Prachi Mishra.
Former Rajya Sabha Leader of
Opposition Ghulam Nabi Azad,
former LS Secretary General Sub-
hash CKashyap, former Chief Vigi-
lance Commissioner Sanjay Koth-
ari, and senior advocate Harish
Salve, attended the meet, a Law
Ministry statement said. Home
Minister Amit Shah,a member of
the committee,and Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal, a specialin-
vitee, were not present.

The paper, sources said, covers
impact of simultaneous elections
onvarious aspects like education,
with teachers often assigned elec-
tion duties, GDP growth and in-
vestment. Those in favour of the
idea argue that development
work is disrupted because of the

model code of conduct and gov-
ernment staff being posted for
poll duty. The committee also dis-
cussed potential consequenceson
crime outcomes, given that a sig-
nificant portion of security forces
is deployed for elections.

N K Singh told The Indian
Express, “Yes, a draft paper on the
macroeconomic impact of sync-
ing elections was presented to the
committee last week. We have
looked at what happens to GDP
growth, investment, fiscal deficits,
educational outcomes, crime out-
comes, freebies, and how uncer-
tainty affects the decision-mak-
ing process.” Singh and Mishra’s
paper would undergo changes
based on the comments received
from committee members.

On Wednesday, Kovind met

Kerala: P C George merges outfit,
boost to BJP’s Christian outreach

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, JAN 31

KERALA JANAPAKSHAM (Sec-
ular) chief P C George merged his
party with the BJP Wednesday,
barely a couple of months before
the Lok Sabha elections.

George, along with his son
Shone and other leaders of his
outfit, joined the BJP at the party
headquarters in Delhi in the
presence of the party’s Keralain-
charge Prakash Javadekar and
other senior leaders.

Javadekar said, “Georgeis afi-
ery speaker, he is a great Catholic
leader. He represents many things.
Arally would be held in Kerala as
part of the merger.” After joining,
George said he is ready to contest
from Pathanamthitta seat in the
LS polls. Union Minister V
Muraleedharan said, “the merger
of George’s party with BJP has ex-
posed the malicious propaganda
in Kerala that BJP is anti-minor-
ity. The merger shows that even
in Kerala people are convinced
that Narendra Modi would retain
power at the Centre again.”

George had beena seven-time
MLA from the Poonjar con-

Jharkhand Police
lodge FIR against
senior ED officers

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, JANUARY 31

JHARKHAND POLICE Wedne-
sday lodged an FIR against sen-
ior ED officers under SC/ST Actat
the SC/ST police station in Ranchi
based on a complaint by J]MM
leader Hemant Soren over
searches by the agency at his
Delhi residence. The FIR named
ED Additional Director Kapil Raj,
Assistant Director Deovrat Jha,
and two other officials Anuman
Kumar and Aman Patel, and un-
known officials.

Soren alleged the ED searc-
hed his Delhi residence to “hara-
ssand malign him and his entire
community”, the FIR stated. “The
local coverage in the media...is
designed against me as a mem-
ber of Schedule Tribes,” said
Sorenin his January 31complaint.
An ED team searched Soren’s
Delhi residence on Monday.

George had
been a7-time
MLA from
Poonjar

stituency in central Kerala, where
the BJP hasbeen trying toincrease
its influence among the Christian
community. George had earlier
been with the Christian party
Kerala Congress (M) and had
served as then Congress-led UDF
government’s chief whip in the
state Assembly from 2011 to 2015.
Subsequently, he parted ways
with his party and fought from
Poonjar as anIndependent candi-
date in 2016 Assembly polls and
defeated the CPM and Congress
candidates. In 2017, George for-
med the Kerala Janapaksham
(Secular), which backed the BJP-
led NDA in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls. However, his party had then
not joined the NDA as an ally.
Even after floating his outfit,
George tried to join either of the
two leading fronts — the CPM-led
LDF and the Congress-led UDF -
but could not succeed as both
feared backlash from Muslims
due to his tirades against the

community.

George, who once enjoyed the
backing of Muslims in Poonjar,
lost his seatin the 2021 Assembly
elections - the first election he
fought on his party’s ticket after
“antagonising” the community.
George also did not get the suppo-
rt of the NDA as it fielded its own
candidate from the constituency.

The BJP drew a blank in Ker-
ala in both 2019 LS polls and
2021 Assembly elections. Look-
ing to make inroads in Kerala, the
BJP has been attempting to woo
the Christians, who account for
18% of the state’s population. The
BJP sees George as a bridge to
reach out to Christians, particu-
larly its Catholic segment, in cen-
tral Kerala. George’s sway has
however been limited to Poon-
jar, which he represented in the
Assembly continuously from
1996 until 2021.

George hasbeenat the centre
of rows over his alleged anti-Mus-
lim remarks. With asection of the
Christian community having con-
cerns over the Islamic fundamen-
talism, observers feel George’s in-
ductioninto the BJP would fuel its
polarising politics that may yield
electoral dividends.

NCP leaders Praful Patel and
Sunil Dattatray Tatkare and
Rashtriya Jok Janata Dal presi-
dent Upendra Kushwaha, as part
of the consultative process, the
Law Ministry said in a statement.
On Tuesday, Kovind had met for-
mer Chief Justice of Bombay
High Court Pradeep Nandrajog.

The committee is scheduled
to continue its discussion on the
economic impact in its upcom-
ing consultations later this week
and next week. According to
sources, representatives from the
Confederation of Indian Industry
and the Associated Chambers of
Commerce & Industry of India
are expected to deliver presenta-
tions on the potential savings for
corporatesif polls were held once
every five years.

Chandigarh
mayoral polls: No

interim HC relief,
AAP to move SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 31

THE PUNJAB and Haryana HC
Wednesday refused to grant any
interim relief to the AAP onits pl-
ea for setting aside the Chandig-
arh mayoral election, following
which Punjab CM Bhagwant Ma-
nn said they will move the Supr-
eme Court for an early hearing.

Adivision bench of Justices Su-
dhir Singh and Harsh Bungerissu-
ed notices to Chandigarh admi-
nistration, municipal corporation,
presiding officer Anil Masih and
new mayor Manoj Sonkar of BJP,
among others, to file their replies
in three weeks and adjourned the
matter till February 26. The bench
also refused to restrain Sonkar
from discharging his duties.

The bench was hearing a plea
filed by AAP councillor Kuldeep
Kumar. Mann, meanwhile, said,
“We will move SC. We will seek
an early hearing...The murder of
democracy which happened
yesterday was captured in video.
He [presiding officer Masih]is di-
rectly counting [the votes]”.

‘WAS AGAINST CALLING OPPBLOCINDIA’

Nitish hits out at
Rahuloncaste
survey, Tejashwi
forjob push claim

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JANUARY 31

A DAY AFTER Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi broke his silence
over the exit of Nitish Kumar
from the INDIA bloc and attrib-
uted it to his “reluctance” to con-
ducta caste survey, the Bihar CM
joined words with him.

In his first such remarks at-
tacking his former partners,
Nitish said it was “faltu baat (use-
less talk)” on Rahul's part to try
and take credit for the caste sur-
vey done by the Mahagathban-
dhan government led by him.

He also questioned former
deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav say-
ing it was his party’s ministers
who had led the job push under
the Mahagathbandhan govern-
ment.

Inanother swipe at the INDIA
bloc, Nitish said it “had not achi-
eved anything”. “I have nothing
to do with it now. In fact, I was
against calling it INDIA. But they
decided to go with this name. I
had taken initiative to form it,
but it did not do a single thing.
Hence, I have walked out of it
and joined the NDA. Ab yehi ra-
henge (I will stick to the NDA
now).”

The acronym, standing for
‘Indian National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance’, is believed to
have been arrived at by the
Congress and TMC jointly at
INDIA’s Bengaluru meeting, with
other partners taken by surprise.

On Rahul’s remarks at the
Purnea rally, which was part of
his Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra, that
they had made Nitish agree todo
the caste survey, the CM said:
“Nonsense. Everyone knows I
got the resolution passed in 2019
and 2020 for conducting a caste
survey in Bihar. When the
Central government did not con-

HEMANT SOREN ARRESTED BY ED, RESIGNS AS CM; GOVERNOR DOES NOT MEET RULING COALITION

Soren’s succession plan stalled, JMM-Cong
coalition asks: ‘What’s Governor waiting for?’

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, JANUARY 31

JHARKHAND WILL wake up on
February 1 without a Chief Min-
ister, after the Governor told the
ruling JMM-Congress alliance
that he will revert to their pro-
posal to appoint JMM'’s Champai
Soren as the leader of legislature
party after considering all legali-
ties. CM Hemant Soren had sub-
mitted his resignation to Gover-
nor C P Radhakrishnan at Raj
Bhavan Wednesday night, mo-
ments before his arrest by the
Enforcement Directorate.

The ruling coalition of JMM,
Congress and RJD has 29, 17 and
one MLA respectively. In the
Opposition, the BJPhas 26 and the
AJSU three. The CPI(M-L)and NCP
(AP) have one MLA each while
there are two independents.

The Governor not showing

Champai Soren named the
next Jharkhand CM. 11

immediacy has led to some con-
cernsinthe JMM-Congress camp,
sources said. Congress MLA Dip-
ika Pandey Singh said the Gove-
rnor did not meet legislators of
the ruling alliance: “We were giv-
en time by the Governor and then
disrespectfully told to go. After
seeing our majority, we have been
pushed out. The Raj Bhavanis act-
ing like the BJP's agent and all
elected leaders were asked to go.”

Champai Soren, in a letter to
the Governor, wrote: “I have been

elected as the leader of the Legis-
lative Party in the meeting of the
Legislative Party of JMIVL. Subse-
quently, today itself, all the honor-
able MLAs of the alliance parties
have unanimously elected me as
the leader of the Joint Legislative
Party. Along with this,Iam attach-
ing with this letter the letters of
support from theleader of theleg-
islative party, Indian National Con-
gress, leader of Rashtriya Janata
Dal, MLA and others. Thus, [ have
the support of 47 honorable me-
mbers, which is more than the
majority figure. Therefore, I re-
spectfully request you to accept
my claim and take action to ap-
point me as the CM for the forma-
tion of the new government.”
Sources in the ruling alliance
said the lack of a successor being
appointed could lead to “a con-
stitutional crisis”. “We have the
majority; what is stopping the
Governor? As of now, there is not

even an acting CM. Whom does
the Governor want to consult
when there are no loopholes?”
said a leader. Another added:
“This gives time for people to
meddle... If a new CM is not
sworn in within the next few
days, it will be a big problem.”

In a post on social media, for-
mer BJP leader and Independent
MLA Saryu Roy wrote: “There is
no CM, no government in
Jharkhand after Hemant Soren’s
resignation from the post of CM
was accepted by Honorable
Governor. A constitutional crisis
hasarisenin the state. Short-term
President’s rule is the only option
in the state until an alternative
government is formed."

Jharkhand speaker Rabindr-
anath Mahato, however said, “As
of now there is nothing to worry
as we are in the majority. The
government will function as it
was functioning earlier.”

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar in
Patna on Wednesday. P11

duct it for some reasons, we de-
cided to go ahead and held it in
Bihar.” Nitish, in fact, was talking
of a caste census since before he
switched over from the NDA to
join hands with the
Mahagathbandhan in August
2022.

On Opposition allegations
that the Central government was
onawitch-hunt againstits lead-
ers, through probes by agencies,
Nitish said: “These agencies are
investigating old cases. It is part
of the process of investigation.”

He also claimed that it was
only after he took over as the CM
in 2006, for the first time, that
the state had embarked on the
path of growth and develop-
ment.

On Tejashwi comparing the
achievements of the last 17
months of the Mahagathband-
han government to the 17 years
Nitish has been CM, he said:
“When I took over the reins of
Bihar, he (Tejashwi) was a child.
Everyone knows all the major
development initiatives have
been taken after 2006. Where
were government jobs before
20067 We started recruiting
teachers and giving jobs in other
departments later.”

OPP LEADER-SPEAK

Governments are being
toppled onebyoneinall
the states... Harassing
Jharkhand CM Shri
Hemant Sorenjiby
imposing ED and forcing
him toresignis apart of
this malicious campaign.

PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA
CONGRESS GENERAL SECRETARY

WhetheritisECorED,IT,
CBI, how allindependent
agencies... have become
darbariindarbar of BJP...
is sad for the country.

PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI
SHIV SENA (UBT) MP

The arrest of Hemant
Soren marks a brazen
escalation of Modi
regime’s ongoing war on
the opposition...

DIPANKARBHATTACHARYA
CPI (ML) LIBERATION GEN SECY

From Kashmir to Kerala, many CMs, ex-CMs are under ED probe

DEEPTIMAN TIWARI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

AS JHARKHAND CM Hemant
Soren was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) in
amoney laundering case, the de-
velopment would be watched
keenly by several sitting and for-
mer CMs from Opposition parties
who are also being probed by the
Central agency.

M Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal is
facing the agency’s probe related
to Delhi liquor policy case thatthe
agency alleged that it favoured
private players whoallegedly paid
bribes to the tune of Rs 100 crore.
Kejriwal has till date refused to ho-
nour four summonses by the ED.

B Telangana CM Revanth
Reddy is under ED probe for
money laundering. Reddy, then
TDP floor leader in the Assembly,
was booked for allegedly paying a
bribe of Rs 501akh to anominated

MLA for his favourable vote in the
MLC elections in 2015.

B The ED beganaPMLA probe
against Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan
in April 2021, more than 13 years
after the CBI chargesheeted him
(then CPIM’s Kerala state secre-
tary)inthe 1995 SNC Lavalin case.
The case pertains to alleged cor-
ruption in a contract awarded to
Canadian firm SNC Lavalin for
modernisation of hydroelectric
projects in Idukki. Vijayan was
electricity minister then.

B Andhra PradeshCM Y S
Jagan Mohan Reddy has been fac-
ing multiple probes since the UPA
era. The ED booked himina fresh
PMLA case in 2015. The case per-
tained to the financial affairs of
Jagan-owned Bharathi Cements.

B Former Chhattisgarh CM
Bhupesh Baghel is facing ED
probesinatleast three cases of al-
leged money laundering related
toirregularitiesin coal transporta-
tion, operation of liquor vends and

Mahadev gaming app, during his
government.

B Former Bihar CM Lalu
Prasad, his wife Rabri Deviand son
Tejashwi Yadav are key accusedin
the alleged IRCTC scam and the
land-for-jobs case. While the 2017
IRCTC case pertains to alleged
favours given by Lalu as railway
minister to a company hired for
the maintenance of two IRCTCho-
tels, the 2022 land-for-jobs case
accuses Lalu family of taking plots
in exchange of jobs in railways.

B Former Haryana CM
Bhupinder Singh Hooda is being
probed by the ED in the Manesar
land deal case, and land allotment
in Panchkula to Associated
Journals Ltd (AJL). The agency has
already filed a prosecution com-
plaint against Hooda and senior
Congress leader Motilal Vora in
the AJL case.

M Former Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot and his once deputy CM
Sachin Pilot, along with Congress

MP Karti Chidambaram, are
named in the ‘Rajasthan ambu-
lance scam’ case. The 2015 case
pertains to giving a contract torun
‘108’ ambulance service to Ziqgitza
Healthcare in a fraudulent man-
ner in 2010. The company, where
Pilot and Karti were once allegedly
directors, is accused of submitting
exaggerated invoices.

M Samajwadi Party chief and
former Uttar Pradesh CM
Akhilesh Yadav is also under in-
vestigation by both the CBI and
the ED for alleged irregularities in
the Gomti riverfront project as
well as mining contracts.

M BSP chief and former Uttar
Pradesh CM Mayawati is not
named in any FIR by any Central
agency, but several projects and
schemes from her tenure as CM
are under investigation.

B Former J&K CM Farooq
Abdullah is under probe in con-
nection with alleged irregularities
in grants given by the BCCl to the

J&K Cricket Association (JKCA).

M Farooq Abdullah’s son and
former J&K CM Omar Abdullah
was questioned by the EDin 2022
in connection withamoney laun-
dering probe concerning the fi-
nancial affairs of J&IKBank and ap-
pointment of its directors.

M Former J&K CM Mehbooba
Mufti has been facingan ED probe
in the J&K Bank matter as well,
based on two diaries allegedly
seized by the EDduringaraid. The
diaries allegedly mentions pur-
ported payments made to Mufti
family.

M InJuly 2019, the CBI booked
former Arunachal CM Nabam
Tuki for alleged corruption. Based
on the CBI FIR, the ED is probing
Tuki for alleged money launder-
ing, alleging that Tuki, then a min-
ister, had colluded with his
brother to siphon off money.

M In November 2019, the CBI
conducted searches at the resi-
dence of former Manipur CM

OkramIbobi Singh for alleged cor-
ruption. The case pertains to al-
leged misappropriation of Rs 332
cr in Manipur Development
Society when Ibobi was its chair-
man. Based on CBI case, the ED
registered a PMLA case.

B Former Gujarat CM
Shankersinh Vaghela is being
probed by the CBI and the ED for
allegedly causing a loss of Rs 709
crore to the exchequer by selling
aprimeland inMumbai when he
was Union textile minister. While
the CBI booked him in 2015, the
ED case came in August 2016, just
a day after Vaghela called PM
NarendraModi and then BJP pres-
ident Amit Shah “encounter spe-
cialists”. The probe s still on.

B NCP chief Sharad Pawar and
his nephew Ajit Pawar, who is
now Maharashtradeputy CM, are
facing ED’s money laundering
probe for alleged irregularities in
the running of Maharashtra State
Cooperative Bank.
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BUDGET SESSION ADDRESS

From Ram temple to Art 370 abrogation,
President Murmu lists accomplishments

Propaganda, ‘ad of Modi’:
Opp calls address ‘political’

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

ASTRONG and stable government
would ensure rapid development
at the domestic level and could
place the country as “vishwa-mi-
tra” during the period of upheaval
in the global scenario, President
Droupadi Murmu said on
Wednesday in her last address to
the joint session of Parliament
ahead of the Lok Sabha elections.

In her nearly 90-minute
speech, President Murmu, who
listed the achievements of the
two terms of the Narendra Modi-
led government, said that
January 22, the day Ram temple
in Ayodhya was consecrated, was
adefining moment. “There come
junctures in the history of civili-
sations, which shape the future
for the coming centuries. There
have been many such defining
moments in the history of India
also. This year, onJanuary 22, the
country witnessed a similar
epochal moment. After waiting
for centuries, Ram Lalla has now
been enshrined in a grand tem-
ple in Ayodhya,” the President
said in her address.

“This was a matter of aspira-
tions and faith for crores of our
countrymen and the resolution
of this has been accomplished in
aharmonious manner.. . For cen-
turies, there was an aspiration to
construct the Ram Mandir. Today
itis areality,” she added.

The references to the Ram
temple received thundering ap-

plause and chants of “Jai Shree
Ram” from the members. At one
reference, even Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi was seen thump-
ing the desk.

According to the President,
the construction of Ram temple
and abrogation of Article 370
were significant in the country's
efforts to overcome the past
challenges and investing maxi-
mum energy for the future.

“Over the past 10 years, India
has witnessed several such tasks
being accomplished in the na-
tional interest, for which the
people of the country were wait-
ing for decades. For centuries,
there was an aspiration to con-
struct the Ram Mandir. Today it
is areality. There were doubts re-
garding the removal of Article
370 from Jammu and Kashmir.
Those are history now,” she said.

It was the President’s first ad-
dress to the joint session in the
Lok Sabha chamber of the new
Parliament building. In the old
building, joint sitting used to
take place in the Central Hall.

In her address, which essen-
tially highlights the Central
government's policy priorities
and plans for the upcoming
year, the President also hinted
that the grand edifice of devel-
oped India would be erected on
four pillars - youth, women,
farmers, and poor.

“Their situation and dreams
are similar in every part and
every section of society in the
country. My government is,
therefore, working tirelessly to

empower these four pillars. My
government has spent a signifi-
cant portion of the tax revenues
to empower these pillars,” the
President said.

President Murmu also reiter-
ated that only a strong and sta-
ble government could assure the
country's rapid development.
“The assessments of the national
and international agencies are
based on India’s policies. Record
investments in infrastructure
and policy reforms are further
boosting investors’ confidence.
The preference of Indians for a
stable and strong government
with full majority has also re-
newed the confidence of the
world,” Murmu said, adding that
a strong government has been
the “advantage” of India during
the period of upheaval and tur-
moil in the world. “There are
many conflicts raging in differ-
ent parts of the world. My gov-
ernment has established India as
a ‘'vishwa-mitra’ in these difficult
times. Itis because of India’s role
as ‘vishwa-mitra’ that we have
become the voice of the Global
South today,” she said.

In her address, she also said
the Indian economy used to be
among the ‘fragile five’ but was
now moving in the right direc-
tion and at the right pace due to
several reforms undertaken by
the government in the last 10
years. “According to the NITI
Aayog, in the 10-year rule of my
government, nearly 25-crore
people have come out of
poverty,” she said.

New Delhi: The Opposition
Congress Wednesday described
President Droupadi Murmu'’s ad-
dress to the members of both
Houses of Parliament as a “polit-
ical speech drafted only to praise
the Narendra Modi government”.
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said his
party was happy that the
President came to the new
Parliament for the first time and
addressed. “Though late, she re-
ceived this honour. Everyone
saw that the government did not
consider it appropriate to invite
her to the inauguration of the
new Parliament building, al-
though the President is an inte-
gral part of the Parliament.”
Kharge said in a statement.
“Propaganda and advertise-
ment of Modi ji appeared in the
speech and the entire speech
was political. There was no vi-
sionin the speech. There was no
mention of what the govern-
ment is going to do for dalits, de-
prived sections and tribals,”
Kharge said. The President’s ad-
dress passed by the Union
Cabinet was only a praise of the
Modi government, he said.
Murmu did not say anything
on the issue of rampant unem-
ployment, unbridled inflation
and the deep chasm of growing
inequality, Kharge said, adding
this was because the Modi gov-
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UP IN ARMS: Members of the Democratic Youth Federation of India and the Students Federation of India protest against the
Maharashtra government, demanding jobs and education, in Mumbai on Wednesday. ANI

Indian-origin couple jailed for 33 years in UK
for exporting over half tonne cocaine to Astralia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON, JANUARY 31

ANINDIAN-ORIGIN coupleinthe
UK, whose extradition was
sought by India on charges of the
murder of their adopted son in
Gujarat, has been sentenced to 33
years in prison each after being
convicted of exporting more than
half a tonne of cocaine to Australia
using commercial planes.

Arti Dhir, 59, and Kavaljitsinh
Raijada, 35, from Hanwell in
Ealing were identified by the
National Crime Agency (NCA)in-
vestigators after Australian
Border Force intercepted the co-
caine worth 57 million pounds
uponits arrival in Sydney in May
2021, the agency said in a state-
ment on Monday.

The couple was behind a

Gov returns
ordinance on
Kannada use
on signboards

Bengaluru: Karnataka Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot sent back
to the state government an ordi-
nance mandating 60% space on
signboards of businesses and es-
tablishments in Kannada, Deputy
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar
had confirmed Tuesday.

The Governor’'s office
Wednesday in a statement said,
“In this regard, it is clarified that
the Governor has notrejected the
said ordinance, rather the ordi-
nance has been returned to the
state government with the advice
to present the said Bill before both
the Houses of the state legislature
forapproval, since the notification
for summoning both the houses
hasalready beenissued.” ENS

front company that had sent the
drugs by plane under a cover
load of metal toolboxes, accord-
ing to the investigation.

Dhir and Raijada denied ex-
porting cocaine to Australia and
money laundering. They were
convicted of 12 counts of expor-
tation and 18 counts of money
laundering by a jury following a
trial at Southwark Crown Court
on Monday.

They were sentenced at the
same court on Tuesday.

The drugs exported by the
two had been shipped viaa com-
mercial flight from the UK and
consisted of six metal toolboxes
which, when opened, were
found to contain 514 kilograms
of cocaine.

The drugs would have been
worth up to 57 million pounds
when sold in Australia, where

prices are significantly higher
thanin the UK. In the UK a kilo of
cocaine at wholesale is priced at
around 26,000 pounds but in
Australia, the same amount sells
for 110,000 pounds.

Officers traced the consign-
ment back to Dhir and Raijada,

who had set up a front company
called Viefly Freight Services
with the sole purpose of smug-
gling drugs.

Both defendants had been di-
rectors of the company at differ-
ent points since its incorporation
in June 2015.

ernment has not done anything
in the past 10 years towards solv-
ing these issues.

Kharge also said that the
President could have at least ap-
pealed for restoration of peace in
Manipur but there was no men-
tion of the violence in her ad-
dress. “For these reasons, with
full respect to His Excellency the
President, we reject this eulogis-
ing address written by the Modi
government,” Kharge said.

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
said, “It was a typical speech you
expect from a government be-
fore the elections. They have
written an election speech for
the President to deliver. They
have done this, they have done
that. But they have not talked
about all the things they have not
done...Thisis a one-sided narra-
tive that leaves out a number of
important omissions, which I
believe people will have to think
about when they go to vote in
the Lok Sabha elections.”

CPI general secretary D Raja
said that the President’s address
has become an occasion to hide
failures of the Modi government.
“Youth, farmers, women and
poor, four pillars of developed
India as mentioned are suffering
from unemployment, cronyism,
patriarchy & inflation. BJP claims
are unreal, people will show
them a way out of power,” he said.

AMU to SC: Didn’t surrender
denominational character

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

THE ALIGARH Muslim
University (AMU) on
Wednesday rejected the argu-
ment that it had surrendered its
denominational character upon
its founding in 1920.

Senior Advocate Rajeev
Dhavan appearing for the
University told a 7-judge
Constitution bench presided by
Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud that “the AMU Act
1920 read as a whole along with
the statement of objects and rea-
sonsand the preamble, clearly re-
flect on the denominational na-
ture of AMU”. “The legislative
debates... support this view”, he
told the bench also comprising
Justices Sanjiv Khanna, Surya
Kant, ] B Pardiwala, Dipankar
Datta, Manoj Misra and Satish
Chandra Sharma. Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta appearing for the
Centre had earlier told the bench
which is hearing a reference on
AMU's minority character that the
University surrendered its de-
nominational character at the
time of its establishment by an Act
of the British Parliament in 1920
and hence could not claim the mi-
nority status now.

Dhavan said the then “edu-
cation minister while introduc-
ing the AMU Bill narrated the en-
tire history of how AMU came to
being from the foundation of the
Muslim Anglo Oriental College
to negotiations with the muslim
University for its conversion into
a Muslim university”.

He sought to underline that
“the Governor General congrat-
ulated the Muslim community

NATIONAL CREDIT FRAMEWORK

CBSE plan: 3 languages, seven other
subjects in Class 10; 6 papers in Class 12

RRADHIKA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

THE CENTRAL Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)is re-
ported to have proposed signifi-
cant changes to the academic
framework for secondary and
higher secondary education, in-
cluding a shift from studying two
languages to three in Class 10,
with the requirement that at least
two must be native Indian lan-
guages. Furthermore, studentsin
Class 10 may now need to passin
10subjects,as opposed to the cur-
rent requirement of five.

Similarly, for Class 12, the pro-
posed changes involve students
studying two languages instead
of one, with the condition that at
least one must be a native Indian
language. Overall, they would
have to clear examinations in six
subjects instead of five to gradu-
ate from high school.

According to a detailed plan
reviewed by The Indian Express,
the proposed changes form part
of the CBSE's broader initiative
to implement a national credit
framework in school education.

Creditisation aims to establish
academic equivalence between
vocational and general educa-
tion, facilitating mobility be-
tween the two education sys-
tems, as proposed by the
National Education Policy 2020.

At present, the standard
school curriculum does not have
a formalised credit system. As
per the CBSE plan, an academic
year would be made up of 1200
notional learning hours, which
would translate to earning 40
credits. Notional learning refers
to a stipulated amount of time
that an average student would
need to spend in order to attain
the specified outcomes. In other
words, each subject has been al-
lotted a certain number of hours
so that, in a year, a student
spends a total of 1200 learning
hours to be declared pass. The
hours will include both aca-
demic learning at school and
non-academic or experiential
learning outside the school.

The scheme of studies has ac-
cordingly been tweaked to men-
tion teaching hours and credits
earned against each subject. The
credits earned by a student will

on the passage of the Bill.”
Referring to various provisions of
the Act including for imparting
religious education, Dhavan said
they show “continuation of the
spiritof MAQO”. “Existing students
in the MAO College were to be-
come the responsibility of AMU..
this is the most important exam-
ple of continuity”, he said adding
this can only be an argument of
continuity and not surrender.

He termed the 1920 Act as
“only a mechanism” to convert
MOS College into a University.

“There was no surrender at
any point of time. This argument
is entirely and totally a play on
words and nothing more than
that,” he contended. He also
sought to reject the argument
that there was no concept of mi-
nority before the coming into
force of the Constitution. In this
context, Dhavan referred to the
1909 Indian Councils Act and
Government of India Act 1935
recognising separate electorate
for Muslims as proof of the recog-
nition of the minority character
of the Muslim community before
the Constitution took effect.

“The 1909 Act recognises the
minority character of Muslims.
Inan electoral context no doubt,
but definitely the context of
what constitutes a minority be-
fore the Constitution is squarely
raised in the Act. Therefore, mi-
nority status my lords, is some-
thing that was known before the
Constitution. It isn't a question
that arises only after the
Constitution,” he said.

The Centre had also argued
that AMU was recognised by the
Constitution as an institution of
national importance and it “must
reflect the national structure”.On

be digitally stored in the
Academic Bank of Credits and
accessible through a linked
Digilocker account. The credits,
the plan states, will be “inde-
pendent” of the marks obtained
by a student, an official CBSE
document states.

In order to operationalise
this, the Board has proposed to
increase the number of subjects
studied in secondary and higher
secondary education by adding
multidisciplinary and vocational
courses to the list of existing sub-
jects. So, for Class 10, where stu-
dents currently have to pass five
subjects (two languages and
three main subjects of mathe-
matics, science and social sci-
ence), they would have to clear
10 subjects (three languages and
seven main subjects) under the
creditised system.

While two of the three lan-
guages should be native Indian
languages, the seven main sub-
jects proposed for Class 10 are:
mathematics and computa-
tional thinking, social science,
science, art education, physical
education and well-being, voca-
tional education and environ-

Wednesday, the (JI said “there is
nothing inconsistent with a mi-
nority institution being of national
importance. You can have a mi-
nority institution which is made
by Parliament by law”.

Senior Advocate N K Kaul
while opposing the AMU’s claim
to minority status said that the
legislative history of the AMU Act
could Not have been altered by
the 1981 amendment. The 1981
amendment was brought about
to overcome the SC five-judge
Constitution bench ruling in the
case ‘S Azeez Basha vs Union of
India’in 1967 whereinit was held
that AMU was not entitled to mi-
nority education status asit “was
neither established nor adminis-
tered by the Muslim minority”.

“You cannot alter legislative
history...you are today seeking to
argue that by the change in def-
inition of University and by re-
moval of the word establish-
ment, we will change the
historical facts,” he submitted.

He added, “this is my submis-
sion that by a legislative fiat or
legal fiction you cannot take
away a historical legislative fact,
you cannot alter history”.

But the (JI said: “Mr Kaul you
are also appearing on the side of
the government. In the eagerness
touphold the striking down of the
81 amendment (by the Allahabad
High Courtin 2006), let us notdo
something which substantially
cripples the powers of the
Parliament. In the effort to sustain
the decision of the Allahabad HC
and to get over the 1981 amend-
ment, we shouldn't be doing
something, | mean, we mean
you... which really in that sense
substantially mutes the powers
of the Parliament in future.”

mental education.

The three languages, mathe-
matics and computational think-
ing, social science, science and
environmental education would
be assessed externally; art edu-
cation, physical education and
vocational education would be a
mix of internal and external ex-
amination. But students would
have to pass all 10 subjects to
move on to the next grade.

For Classes 11 and 12, instead
of the current five subjects (one
language and four subjects or
electives), students would have
to study six subjects (two lan-
guages and four subjects withan
optional fifth subject). At least
one of the two languages has to
be a native Indian language.

The plan containing the
changes proposed to the aca-
demic framework of Classes 9,
10, 11 and 12 was sent to all
heads of CBSE-affiliated institu-
tions late last year, to review and
provide  comments by
December 5, 2023.

According to an official, the
CBSE hasreceived favourable re-
sponses from school heads and
teachers.

Maharashtra Agricultural Universities Examination Board
MCAER Building, Bhosale Nagar, Pune-411007
Phone No.020 25528519/25528119 Email: mauebpune @yahoo.co.in

PG-CET-2024
Notification

further details or to apply.

Place : Pune
Date : 30.01.2024

Online applications are invited by the Controller, Maharashtra Agricultural
Universities Examination Board, Pune for PG-CET-2024 (Common Entrance
Test for Masters, Degrees Admission during AY 2024-25) to be held on
30.03.2024 to 01.04.2024 in nine faculties at seventeen centres across four
Agriculture Universities in Maharashtra. Online application process will be
started from 01.02.2024 and the last date for submission of online applications
is 27.02.2024. Candidates may visit the website http://www.mcaer.org for the
Sd/- Controller

Maharashtra Agricultural Universities
Examination Board, Pune-7

Mumbai-400051 CIN: U74999MH2015PTC264081 Telephone No.: +91 22 62580400
E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE ASSETS UNDER THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF
FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST (SARFAESI) ACT, 2002 READ WITH RULE 8(6) AND RULE

Registered Office: 203-206, 2nd Floor, Wing A, Inspire BKC, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (East),

9(1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002

J. C. Flowers Asset Reconstruction Private Limited, acting in its capacity as Trustee of JCF YES Trust 2022-23/1 (“JCF ARC / Secured Creditor”)
has been assigned by Yes Bank Ltd (“YBL"), vide Assignment Agreement dated December 16, 2022, the loans granted to Ardent Infra Equipments
Private Limited (“Borrower”) under the financing documents together with, inter-alia, all the rights, title, interest and all other security therein. Further,
notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower and Mortgagor(s) and Guarantor (s) that the below mentioned
immovable property, the physical possession whereof was taken by the Authorized Officer of JCF ARC on November 23, 2023.
The undersigned hereby gives notice that the below described immovable property will be sold by way of an e-auction on an “As Is Where Is”, “As|
Is What is”, “Whatever There is” and “No Recourse” basis on March 12, 2024 (between 12 pm and 2 pm) for recovery of Rs. 7,57,55,903/-
(Rupees Seven Crores Fifty Seven Lakhs Fifty Five Thousand Nine Hundred and Three Only) as on June 25, 2021 together with further
interest, costs, charges and expenses thereon with effect from June 26, 2021 due to the Secured Creditor from the Borrower and the 1) Ardent|
Machinfabrik Private Limited (“Guarantor No. 1”), 2) Mr. Ashok Narottam Tanna (“Guarantor No. 2”) and 3) Mrs. Asha Ashok Tanna (“Guar-
antor No. 3 & Mortgagor”). The details regarding the description of the Property, Reserve Price (below which the Property will not be sold) and the
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) are more particularly stated in the table below:

Tanna (“Mort-
gagor”)

ing known as Casablanca, constructed in the year 2003-05 or thereabouts, having ground plus 10
upper floors, situated at 522 A, R. P. Masani Road, Matunga, Mumbai — 400019 on plot bearing C.
S. No. 4 A0 of Matunga Division, owned by Mrs. Asha Ashok Tanna Bounded by: East: R P
Masani Road West: Bldg. North: Narayan Villa Bldg. South: Krishna Niwas.

Name of Borrower/ Reserve | Earnest Money
Mortgagor Description of Property Price | Deposit (10% Off
(In Rupees) Reserve Price)
Ardent Infra Equip- | Flat No. 901, admeasuring 1421 sq. ft. equivalent to 132.01 sq. mtrs. or thereabouts built-up area INR INR
ments Private Lim- |and 1339 sq. ft. equivalent to 124.40 sq. mrs. or thereabouts carpet area including balcony on 9th| 6,20,00,000/{  62,00,000/-
ited (“Borrower”) | flooralong with stilt car parking space no. 2 admeasuring 23 sq. mtrs. and terrace adjoining the said (Rupees Six| (Rupees Sixty
Mrs. Asha Ashok | flatno. 901 admeasuring 210 sq. ft. equivalent to 19.51 sq. mtrs. or thereabouts carpet area in build-| Crore Twentyl Two Lakh Only)

Lakh Only)

PM on all working days.™

Note: A.LastDate & Time of submitting EMD: March 11, 2024 upto 3.30 p.m.
B. For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please log on to the website https://bankeauctions.com. For any further information on the auction,
the intended tenderers may contact Mr. Pratik Ghorpade on pratik.ghorpade@jcfarc.com and at +91 9029543661 between 10:30 AM. to 5:30

C. In case of any discrepancy in this E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under SARFAESI Act Read With Rule 8(6) and Rule 9(1) of
The Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 dated February 01, 2024 published in Indian Express (English News Paper), the English edition
shall supersede the vernacular edition publication.

Place: Mumbai
Date: February 01, 2024

Sd/- Mr. Pratik Ghorpade|
Authorized Officen
J.C. Flowers Asset Reconstruction Pvt. Ltd.

acting in its capacity as Trustee of JCF YES Trust 2022-23/1|

Directorate General Resettlement

Ministry of Defence

brings together Employment seekers and Employers on a single platform at

DGR Ex-Servicemen Job Fair at Pune
providing an opportunity for Second Innings to Ex-Servicemen

ON 07th FEBRUARY 2024 AT AIR FORCE STATION, VIMAN NAGAR GATE,
PUNE -

471171014

TIMINGS : 09:00 AM ONWARDS

> Registration for all ESM wiill close at 11.30 AM

> Entry on First Come First Serve Basis

> Documents to carry: ESM | card and five copies of latest CV/Bio Data
with photograph

Benefits for ESM Job Seekers

No cost access to Multiple Job Opportunities

Hassle Free Recruitment Process

Interact with Recruiters from Top PSUs/Corporates

Benefits for Employers
Access to Veteran talent pool at zero cost

To book your company's stall visit : www.dgrindia.gov.in

Companies are requested to register through the link provided on
our official web site. Due to limited availability, stalls will be

cbe- 10401/11/0017/2324

allotted on first-come-first-serve basis

For further queries & assistance, please contact

Joint Director (SE & ClI)

Directorate General Resettlement
West Block IV, RK Puram, New Delhi-110 066
Email : seopadgr@desw.gov.in,

drzspne@desw.gov.in
Tel : 011 -20862542 , 020-26341217

Web site : http://www.dgrindia.gov.in
Nodal Contact - JWO KARAM CHAND - 9421198823

SGT KAILASH - 9405606136

apaper'.ne'ss.cnm
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Eight women beneficiaries, official booked Back from Arctic winter voyage,

for fraud in UP mass marriage scheme

officer

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 31

AN FIR has been registered
against an assistant develop-
ment officer of the social welfare
department and eight women
beneficiaries on charges of
fraud in connection with the
state government's mass mar-
riage scheme, police on
Wednesday said.

Itis alleged that several per-
sons, who were already married,
were married again in the mass
marriage programme organised
inBallia on January 25, they said.

The Mass Marriage Scheme
is aimed at benefiting economi-
cally weak young men and
women. Under this scheme, a
payment of Rs 51,000 is made of
which Rs 35,000 goes to the girl,
Rs 10,000 for purchasing matri-

monial materials and Rs 6,000
for the event, according to the
government website.

The January 25 event was or-
ganised by the state's social wel-
fare department. District
Magistrate Ravindra Kumar said
that the funds have not yet been
distributed to the beneficiaries
of the programme, held in
Maniyar development block.

After being informed that
“ineligible” candidates may have
benefited from the mass mar-
riage function, UP Social Welfare
Minister Aseem Arun directed a
thorough inquiry. On January 29,
the District Magistrate of Ballia,
Ravindra Kumar, formed a team
to look into the matter.

A preliminary inquiry found
that eight women who partici-
pated in the scheme were ineli-
gible as they were already mar-
ried. Assistant development

(social  welfare)
Sunil Kumar Yadav, who verified
their marriages on January 25,
has been suspended for
“negligence.” On the basis of a
complaint filed by Ballia's social
welfare officer, Deepak
Srivastava, an FIR was registered
against the eight women and
Sunil Kumar Yadav at the
Maniyar police station in Ballia
on Tuesday. They have been
booked under IPC sections 409
(criminal breach of trust), 420
(cheating and dishonestly induc-
ing delivery of property),and 419
(cheating by personation).

No arrest has been made yet.
“We are collecting evidence,”
said station officer, Maniyar po-
lice station, Mantosh Singh.

The ceremony on January 25
was organised at a government
inter-college building in Maniyar
village under the Chief Minister's
mass marriage scheme, where a

ducted. Allegations of irregulari-
ties cropped up a video surfaced
on social media, purportedly
showing women seemingly gar-
landing themselves, with a signif-
icant number “marrying without
grooms.” The districtadministra-
tion constituted a three-member
team to investigate the allegations.
Chief Development Officer, Ballia,
Aojasvi Raj, emphasised that im-
mediate directives were issued
nottodisburse any financial assis-
tance provided to couples under
the scheme, under which each
woman receives Rs 35,000.

The expanded inquiry team
visited three villages — Sultanpur,
Manikpur, and Kakarghata Ghas
— falling under the Maniyar
block. A senior administrative of-
ficial said that during physical
verification, it was discovered
that seven women were already
married—six women married
last year and another married 3

) KERALA WATER AUTHORITY CRCHT O

Illhl'ender No : T No.194/2023-24/SE/Q
Rebuild- WSS to Neduvathoor panchayat and Kottarakkara Municipality in Kollam
district- Phase I- Implementation of production components- design, construction
and commissioning of 16 MLD WTP at Ugrankunnu, EMD : Rs. 500000,
Tender fee : Rs. 16540+2978, Last Date for submitting Tender : 29-02-2024
02:00:pm Phone 04742745293, Website www.kwa.kerala.gov.in,
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

Suberintending Enginéér
PH Circle
Kollam

KWA-JB-GL-6-2241-2023-24

total of 537 marriages were con-

years ago. WITHPTIINPUTS

JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

= . !.'..

indira Circla, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur-302004
No.: JDASEE[PHE-I}2024/D-47

NOTICE INVITING BID
NIB No.: JDA/EE (PHE-1)/16/2023-24
Online Bids are imviled up-to 0&:00 PM of 22.02.2024 {or "Construction of
Pumping Statlons and Laying Down of Remaining Pipe Line of SEPD at
Sanganer Industrial Area, Jaipur”. The last date for Applying Bid and
making online payment on JOA portal is up-to 0600 PM of 22.02.2024. The
estimated cost of NIB B Rs. 2259.70 Lacs. Detalls may beseen in the Bidding
Document at our office or the State Public Procurement Portal website

Date : 31.01.1024

whanwl. jd 2. rajasthan. gowv.in.

UBN No.: JDAZI2AWLOB007I1

To participate in the bid, bidder must :-

A. Participate in Tender & Deposit Payment on Online Tender Participation
Portal of JDA at woww jda.raiasthan.gov.in or by Singie-5ign-On at

B. Submit e-Bid on e-Procurement Portal of
WWW.EPTOE rajasthan.gov.in
Hag. Sariwad0N20E-147 10489

GOR at

Executive Engineer (PHE-I)

F.:;' L]
e

TAMILNADU MINERALS LIMITED =~

1A Lt rtidde g o Convmvarnard 21 Tl Betad
o2 Korerga Sae Chspagt, Thensd - 08 B0 Praoret Ho BL-TIIEDCER, 209 W7

HOTICE BNWITIRG o=TENDER DUM FORWARD EXDDING

1} escription Sale of Cement grace Limestans (& mined)
i fram  Periyanagalur Limastons mins,

AVAP-22024, Dater-31. 012024
JhEd THMIN 4150541
1.05.2024 up o 1600 hes.

.05, 20 24 &t 18600 brs,

Zi Tander Mo, & Dale
Tenderil

31 Bid subimiszion and dae

4) Tachnicl bid coening dada
&) Tander form Fes & Fis. 2 0OV Rupssas T thoossrd anly]
HERD ERD Hs 4,72 0
| IFupees Faor Lach asely hao Ivausind only)

Mode: For Further detars prase visk Tamilnady edendnnng ponz-hitps: intenders. poin
GENERAL MARASERSFIMAMCE]

HPRESSTEMDER D0De

X
MAHAVITARAN

Fndmmpnin Sawde Casiteiy Drirbubes U R

Online bids are invited from eligible bidders for request for proposal for carnying
out annual energy audit for FY 2023-24 in MSEDCL as per Bureau of Energy
Efficiency Regulation dated 06-10-2021, Brief Scope of Work and Qualification
Criteria are available in the Suppliers Portal - Latest Tender Notification at

E-TENDER NOTICE

(Google Meet link: hitps:iimeet.google.com/obd-ubim-wgo) while last date
of bid submission is 22.02 2024 up to 17:00 hrs. Entire tender document is
available on MSEDCL e-Tendering website hitps:/etender.mahadiscom.in
Chief Engineer (BAR ), MSEDCL, Prakashgad, 5th Floor, Bandra {E), Mumbai
410 051 Email; cebillingho@gmail.com, sebillingho1@gmail.com

HO PR No. 14/24 did. 31.01.24

Government of Maharashtra
Office of the Executive Engineer,
P. W. Division No.2, Thane.

ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURU, JANUARY 31

“THE ONE thing I have suddenly
learnt to value is sunlight. India
hasitinplenty,and thank God for
that,” said Girish, a senior research
scientist at Raman Research
Institute in Bengaluru, who has
just returned from the Arctic.

Girish was part of the four-
member scientific team that be-
came the first set of researchers
from India to spend a winter car-
rying out scientific studies in the
world’s northernmost habita-
tion. India has a permanent re-
search station called Himadri, in
Ny-Alesund in the Norwegian
archipelago of Svalbard in the
Arctic region since 2008, but it
used to remain uninhabited dur-
ing winter because of extremely
hostile weather conditions. The
placeisbarely 1,200 km from the

North Pole. This year, however,
India decided to make the sta-
tion operational throughout
the year, and the first winter
team, which included Girish,
went there in December.

India is only the fourth
country in the world, after
Germany, Italy and Norway, to
have a year-round scientific
presence in the Arctic region.

“In our part of the world,
there is a natural tendency of
waking up at dawn and seeing

the sunlight. But in Svalbard, it
took us a few days to accept
that we will have to live in the
dark,” recalled Girish. During
October-February, Svalbard ex-
periences polar nights and slips
into darkness.

Athulya Radhakrishnan, a fi-
nal-year PhD student from the
National Centre for Polar and
Ocean Research (NCPOR), Goa,
who was part of the team, vividly
recalls January 2. That day, she
got a chance to release the ra-
diosonde (a set of instruments
packed along with a balloon

ﬂ.' ;.'.1.;._‘.‘:#
e

India has a permanent research station called Himadri, in
Ny-Alesund in the Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard in the

Arctic region since 2008.

used to measure temperature,
pressure, etc.) into the air amidst
pitch dark. "It was only several
minutes later we could confirm
that the radiosonde had been
successfully released when data
started flowing in," she said.

For the Indian contingent, a
weekday at Ny-Alesund would
typically begin with breakfast
around 7.30 amafter which the re-
searchers would begin theirday's
tasks. Weekends were mostly off
duty and they could travel to the
Svalbard settlement area.

Girish, along with Principal
Investigator Saurabh Singh, had
proposed to conduct the charac-
terisation of the radio frequency
environment in the Arctic, the
first attempt ever from this re-
gion. It aimed at hunting for po-
tential and pristine sites free from
all kinds of Radio Frequency
Interference (RFI) for carrying out
sensitive radio astronomy obser-
vations in future. The duo’s larger
scientific goal, however, is to
study the weak radio signals
emerging from celestial bodies
and piece together how the first
stars were born when universe
was quite young, a phase referred
to as the Cosmic Dawn.

This characterisation over the
Arctic is best done in winter, a

period when the presence of re-
searchers in the Svalbard region
is the slimmest. Besides, the ab-
sence of the Sun during polar
nights is an added advantage as
it is a major source of contami-
nation when hunting for the
faint radio signals from the
depths of spacetime, they said.

Even though the plan to send
researchers to the Arctic during
winter is at least a decade old,
the required boost came in
March 2022, when India
adopted its Arctic Policy.

It is seen as a big geo-politi-
cal move and is expected to give
India a 'pole’ position to explore
minerals, natural resources, new
trade routes around the Arctic,
among others.

Three experiments required
the Indian researchers to drive
an electric car to the Gruvebadet
laboratory, located around 1.25
km from Himadri. India shares
this lab with Italy and Japan.

“Iwould make several tripsin
the day. There was excellent sup-
port provided by the Kings Bay
staff, who were highly skilled,
professional and helped us set up
ina short time,” Girish said.

Final year PhD student at IIT-
Mandi, Prashant Rawat shared
similar views. "It is teamwork

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA

E-Mail ID - thane2.ee@mahapwd.gov.in Phone No. & Fax No. 022-25361393.
E-Tender Notice No. 49 For 2023-24

The Executive Engineer, P.W. Division No.2, Thane invite in B-1 format from Unemployed Engineer Tender
documents and all the details regarding e-tender may be downloaded from website http://mahatenders.gov.in.

Office of the Executive Engineer,

Alibag (P.W.) Division, Alibag
Pin Code-402 201
E-mail Address : alibag.ee@mahapwd.com

Tender No : Re Te No. 80,81,82/SE/PHC/PKD

@I KERALA WATER AUTHORITY CRENEERGE

(JUJM) - CWSS to Karimba, Kongad and Mundur GP - Re Te No. 80) Design, Construction and maintenance o
13 LL OHSR at Parackal in Karimba Pt providing Booster pumphouse for Kongad zone including laying o
pipeline in Karimba, Kongad and Mundur Pts and LSGD road restoration. Re Te No. 81)Package - 2 Laying
CWPM from WTP to OHSR at Parackal for Karimba Zone, Supply and erection of CW pump sets, balance laying
of 200 mm DI K9 pipe and LSGD road restoration. Re Te No. 82) CWSS to Peruvembu - Design, Constructior]
and maintenance of 7.00 LL & 3.50 LL OHSRs, supplying, laying of distribution network, renovation of intake wel
cum raw water pump house, WTP and Providing FHTCs, EMD : Rs. 2,00,000/-, 5,00,000/- & 5,00,000/-, Tende
fee : Rs. 11025, 16540 & 16540, Last Date for submitting Tender : 14-02-2024 03:00:am Phone : 0491

Work Name :- 1)
Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 16,55,464/-

Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 16,55,464/-

work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 16,56,208/-

Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 16,57,905/-

Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 16,61,9101/-

(Under 5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs.
work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 20,31,160/-
work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 20,37,537/-

Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 20,38,612/-

Acceptance of tender will rest with the Executive Engineer, P.W. Division No.2, Thane who reserves the right to reject
any or all tenders without assigning any reason therefore. Conditional Tenders will not be accepted.
Construction of Kalambhe Manichapad road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under 5054

2) Construction of Borsheti Lobhipada Road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under 5054
3) Construction of Borsheti Pondhyachapada road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under

5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 16,55,464/-
4) Construction of Jambhe Indirawadi road in Taluka-Shahapur,

5) Construction of Asnoli Nipurtepada road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under 5054 mentioned in the tender form.
Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) ks Rs. 16,56,497/- o ' Sr. Name of Work Amount
6) Construction of Bhatpada approach road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under 5054 Tribal N
work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 16,57,227/- 0. .
7) Construction of Naryangaon approach road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under 5054 1 Strengthening to Telavade to | 1,27,59,468.00

8) Construction of GokulgaonThile approach road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under
5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 16,57,923/-
9) Construction of Khatiwali Mhaskarpad road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under 5054

10) Construction of Shelavali Bhoirpada approach road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under :
5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 16,73,000/- 2

11) Construction of road at Vehlonde Village to Vehlone Ganapati Mandir in Taluka-Shahapur,
District-Thane. (Under 5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 19,86,165/-

12) Construction of Nevare to Saharepad road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. VR-143 (Under
5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 20,18,060/-

13) Construction of Nevare to Waghiwali road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. VR-144 (Under
5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 20,25,667/-

14) Construction of Chimshetpada to Dattakpada road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. VR-143

15) Construction of Vandre road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. VR-169 (Under 5054 Tribal
16) Construction of Shwlwali (Kh) road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under 5054 Tribal
17) Construction of Bershing Borichapada road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under 5054

18) Beautification of and Providing Basic Facility at Sapgaon in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane.
(Under Tourism Programme), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 20,45,976/-

Telephone/Fax No. : (02141)222084/225096

E-Tender Notice No. 44 for 2023-2024

ONLINE E-Tenders in 'B-1" Form for the
following work are invited by the Executive
Engineer, PW. Division, Alibag from Competent
Contractors/ Registered Contractors who fulfills
tender conditions and post qualification criteria

District-Thane. (Under 5054 Tribal

Katkarwadi Road with
Construction of CD Works VR-
41 in Km. 0/00 to 1/200, Tal.
Murud, Dist. Raigad

Strengthening to Telavade to
Kharbhumi Bunder Road with
Construction of CD Works VR-
37 in Km. 0/00 to 2/00, Tal.
Murud, Dist. Raigad

Period of Downloading : 01.02.2024 (10.00 A.M.) to

of bid documents 08.02.2024 (06.00 P.M.).

E-Tender Opening Date : 12.02.2024 (03.00 P.M.)
(Office of the
Superintending Engineer,
Raigad (P.W.) Circle,
Konkan Bhavan, New
Mumbai).

1,47,22,145.00

20,26,368/-

KWA-JB-GL-6-2236-2023-24

2544927, Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

Superintending Enginee
PH Circlg
Palakkad

0-2342

kA GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
é’i OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE

is provided below

No. 376 /WE, Dt:- 25.01.2024
e-procurement Notice
1. Name of the Work - “Building Works.”
1. Estimated Cost - As per Annexure.
2. Time for completion - As per Annexure.
3. No of Work - As per Annexure.
4. Summary for key dates :-

www.tendersodisha.gov.in

[ Procurement | Bid Availability of Last Date & Date & Time of
Officer Identification  Tender on-line for Time of opening of Tender
No. bidding seeking |
From T To | Tender —Technical| Financiall
Clarification Bid | Bid
—t— 3 1 . 5 i
——t} - - i =
Chief
ConstrlL(Jection Dt. Dt. Dt. Dt. Will be
Engineer. Rural N.C.B. No.-| 01.02.2024 12.02.2024| 12.02.2024 = 13.02.2024 intimated
W%rks éircle 710f2023-24 at11.00 upt0o5.00| upto1.00 at 11.00 latter
| AM. P.M. P.M. AM.
Balasore
Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in l
Any other changes/ Corrigendum may be seen only in website

Sd/- Er. N.V. Harihar Rao|
Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Balasore|

OIPR-25105/11/0093/2324

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
Executive Engineer South Mumbai Electrical Division P.W.D. Mumbai

TENDER NOTICE NO. 52/2023-24

ONLINE tender in B1

form are invited through

19) Construction of Kanve Umbhrai approach road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under 5054
Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 20,46,527/-

20) Construction of Retaining Wall on Vithalgaon road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under
5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 20,51,064/-

21) Construction of Kalbhonde Approach road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under 5054 2.
Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 20,62,475/-

22) Construction of Nadgaon Samarthnagar road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under 5054
Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 20,64,121/-

23) Construction of Alyachiwadi Krishnachiwadi road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under
5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 21,15,454/-

24) Construction of Slab Drain (Sakav) on Dhakne Waghwadi Approach road in Taluka-Shahapur,
District-Thane. (Under 5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 24,14,943/-

25) Construction of Retaining Wall on Apate Kharid Mugaon Asnoli Gegaon MDR-85 Km 8/00 to

web site:

information will
above web site).

All detail information is available on following

1. http://mahapwd.com
http://mahatenders.gov.in

(If there are any charges to this notice, the
be communicated on the

O.No./PW./AD/Tender/ /2024
Office of the Executive Engineer,
P.W. Division, Alibag-402 201

E-tendering mode by Executive Engineer south Mumbai PW.D.
Electrical Division Mumbai from registered Contractor with PW.D.
Government of Maharashtra in appropriate class/having
experience for Execution of similar type of work online blank
tender form are available on site http:/mahatender.gov.in can be
downloaded from 01.02.2024 at. 1300 Hrs to 09.02.2024 at 1300 Hrs.
online E-tender will be opened in the office of Executive Engineer
south mumbai (electrical) division PW.D Mumbai on 12.02.2024 at
1400 Hrs. if possible. Right in reserved to accept or reject the tender
without giving any reason.

Note : To Participate in the tender it is necessary that bidder should
have class D and Above digital signature and register with above
site. there is 04 tender in the above tender notice details tender
notice is available on the notice board of office of Ex. Engineer

11/00 approach road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane.
Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 24,46,757/-

27) Construction of Muhpada (Sawroli)road in Taluka-Shahapur,
work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 24,60,048/-

work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 24,50,800/-
(Under 5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs.
Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 24,80,702/-

work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 24,95,241/-

33) Construction of Jambhe Shendrun road in Taluka-Shahapur,
work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 24,93,041/-

34) Construction of Umbhrai approach road in Taluka-Shahapur,
work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 25,00,330/-

E-tender download period Dated :- 05.02.2024 to 12.02.2024

E Tender opening date Dated :- 15.02.2024

All information about the E-tenders is available on following websites.

1) http://mahapwd.com

2) http://mahatenders.gov.in (Changes if any, will be displayed above websites.
3) Notice board of the Executive Engineer, P. W. Division No.2, Thane

No. PWDNo.2/Thane/E-Tender/2023-24/1292
Office of the Executive Engineer

P. W. Division No.2, Thane- 400601

Date :- 29.01.2024

DGIPR/2023-24/7475

26) Construction of Nandgaon (So) Katkariwadi road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under
5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 24,49,154/-

28) Construction of Vaveghar Bhavase Taharpur to ODR 141 Approach road in Taluka-Shahapur,
District-Thane. (Under 5054 Tribal work), Estimated Cost (Rupees) :- Rs. 24,60,605/-

29) Construction of Taharpur Approach road in Taluka-Shahapur,

30) Construction of MDR-62 Gundpada Walimbe pada Road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane.

31) Construction of Telampada approach road in Taluka-Shahapur, District-Thane. (Under 5054

32) Construction of Jambhe Taichiwadi road in Taluka-Shahapur,

(Under 5054 road & Bridge 04), Date :
Sd/-
(J. I. Sukhdeve)
Executive Engineer,
P.W. Division, Alibag,

Dist. Raigad

District-Thane. (Under 5054 Tribal

DGIPR/2023-2024/7485

District-Thane. (Under 5054 Tribal

Dt. 24.01.2024

DGIPR-2023-24/7490

South Mumbai PW.D. Electrical Division Mumbai.
(Estimated Cost of The Work Above 10.00 Lakhs)
OW/No/635/EE/SMED/TENDER/2023-24

'Sd'
Executive Engineer
South Mumbai Electrical
Division PW.D. Mumbai

23,95,704/-

e
'

District-Thane. (Under 5054 Tribal No. 511-0100/SGTPS/P&W/E-NIT-35/4751

District-Thane. (Under 5054 Tribal

District-Thane. (Under 5054 Tribal St ALl D e AR I B T

E-TENDER INVITING NOTICE

M.P. POWER GENERATING CQ. LTD. Invites Electronic tenders from manufacturenreputed supplier/contractor, for the supplyiworks of following

MADHYA PRADESH POWER GENERATING COMPANY LIMITED

Superintending Engineer (P&W), Office of the Chief Engineer (Gen. ), Sanjay Gandhi Thermal Power Siation
Birsinghpur, Disit.-Umaria 484 552 (M.P.}, Email 1D ; sepnw.sgips@mppacl.mp.gov.in, Fax No. : 07655-260226

Birsinghpur, Dtd. 30.01.2024

Sl. (MPPGCL Particulars Estimate | Tender| E.M.D. Last Date of Due Date

Mo. | Tender- {In Cost (In Closing of Online | of E-Tender
1D Rsz.) [(inBs.)| Rs) Submission Cpaning

1 (2024 Work contract for Preventive/Breakdown maintenance of 10583 | 000 {200,000/ 22022024 2602 2024
MPPGC_ [non-pressure parts of Bodler of 1500 MW Unit, at SGTPS, lakhs
323955 1 |MPPGCL, Birsinghpur

2 |2024 Waork contract for “Annual Preventive/Breakdown maintenance | 27280 | 5000 1279, 800/ 22022024 26.02.2024
MPPGC_ [of Non-Prassure pars of Boller & its Auxiliaries for unit no. 110 | fakhs

Sd/- 325634 _1 |4 of 210 MW of PH-| & PH-IF at SGTPS, MPPGCL, Birsinghpur

Executive Engineer,
P. W. Division No.2, Thane

M.P. Madhyam/113523/2024

These tenders are being invited through a-tendering system. For viewing detailed E-NIT, downloading tender documents and participating in
Electrome Tender, for any clanfications andfor dug date extensions or corngendum, please visit the website www.mptenders.gov.in regularly.
Any clarifications and/or due date extensions or corrigendum shali be issued on the website www.mptenders.gov.in only.

“SAVE ELECTRICITY- SAVE POWER- SAVE MONEY"

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (P&W)
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scientists ‘happy to see the Sun’

that makes research possible
while in Ny-Alesund. But really
missed the Sun,” he said.

Rawat's visit aimed at collect-
ing aerosol samples from the
Arctic and study the causal
sources that released aerosols
and the wind conditions respon-
sible for transporting it to the
Arctic. Girish described Ny-Ale-
sund as a dry and cold place,
where temperature remained
close to minus 15 degrees Celsius
on majority of the days. Only
once, due to wind chill, the tem-
perature dropped to minus 40.7
degrees Celsius.

Surendra Singh from the
Pune-based Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM)
held the distinction of having
completed three successful ex-
peditions to Antarctica during
2016,2018 and 2020, before vis-
iting the Arctic. After Antarctica,
Singh's latest deployment in the
Arctic includes two key instru-
ments —a Maxwell Antenna and
an Electric Field Mill that will de-
tect the atmospheric electric
current and field, respectively,
helping scientists piece together
information about the Global
Atmospheric Electrical Circuit
and better understand lightning.

On differences between the
Arctic and the Antarctic, Singh
said: "Though there is more
snowfall in the Antarctic, winter
months over the Arctic are
harsher.”

The Service Building, about
200 metres from Himadri, is
where all station members as-
semble for meals, official
Wednesday meetings of station
heads and to get weather fore-
cast and polar bear sightings.

“More than the weather,
there is a wildlife threat in the
Arctic. It makes our movement
restricted to a few tens of metres.
We must either be escorted by a
gunmanor be driving a car tore-
main safe, a scenario not preva-
lentin Antarctica," added Singh.

Assam Cong
chief appears
before police
after summons
related to
Rahul’s yatra

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 31

Assam Congress chief Bhupen
Borah appeared before Jorhat
police Wednesday after receiv-
ing a summons for a case regis-
tered against the Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra.

Last week, Assam Pradesh
Congress Committee (APCC)
president Borah received a no-
tice from the Jorhat police direct-
ing him to appear before it on
January 31, failing which he will
be liable for arrest.

This is in relation to a suo
moto case registered by the
Jorhat police on January 18
against the yatra for allegedly de-
viating from its permitted route
in the district.

On Wednesday, he reported
to the police station at 11 am ac-
companied by other state
Congress leaders, and his sup-
porters. He left the police station
after three hours and said he had
been asked to report there again
on February 12.

Speaking to reporters after
leaving the police station, he said
he would comply with the po-
lice’s directions and that the
Assam Congress would simulta-
neously continue with its prepa-
rations for the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections.

“The BJP seeks that the
Congress party remains busy
with police stations. We will fol-
low the law, they (the police)
have called me again on the 12th
(February), I will come. We all
have duties. Some will contest
the elections, some will cam-
paign...We have to fight the le-
gal battle as well as the Lok
Sabha elections, which will be
conducted in 100 days. We will
fulfil our duties there as
well...They may lock me up, but
the APCC will not stop. When
Gandhi ji and Jawaharlal Nehru
jiwereinjail, the freedom strug-
gle continued. I am not such a
big man. There are many lead-
ers in our party,” he said.

The complaint against
which the relevant case had
been registered alleged that
“one K B Byju, along with un-
known others, instigated and
led the crowd to take the Gar Ali
Road and (they) damaged the
barricades which were put for
the management of traffic and
also assaulted on-duty police
personnel.”
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RBI action against Paytm Payments Bank: probable causes, effects

SUKALP SHARMA &
GEORGE MATHEW
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI, JANUARY 31

IN A huge blow to Paytm Payments Bank, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Wednesday
barred it from offering all its core services —
including accounts and wallets — from
March, effectively crippling the company’s
business.

While the action is technically not a can-
cellation of Paytm’s licence, it constricts the
company’s operations to a great extent.

Given the significant customer base of
Paytm — once the poster boy of India’s fin-
tech revolution — the RBI action could im-
pact a large number of customers. The cen-
tral bank, though, has allowed withdrawal
or utilisation of balance amounts by cus-
tomers.

According to the Paytm Payments Bank

website, it has over 100 million know your
customer (KYC) verified customers. “We are
also the largest issuer of FASTag with over 8
million FASTag units issued,” the bank’s web-
site says. Paytm founder and Chairman Vijay
Shekhar Sharma is the part-time Chairman
of the Bank.

Paytm Payments Bank has so far not com-
mented on the RBI order.

What does the RBI direction say?

The central bank has barred Paytm
Payments Bank from offering practically all
of its key services — accepting deposits or
top-ups in any customer account, prepaid in-
struments, wallets, FASTags, National
Common Mobility Card (NCMC), etc., after
February 29 in the wake of “persistent non-
compliances and material supervisory con-
cerns”.

“No other banking services...like fund
transfers (irrespective of name and nature of
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WHY BIRD FLUDEATHS OF ANTARCTIC
PENGUINS IS AFLASHING DANGER SIGN
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Penguins live in big colonies, have little existing immunity. Wikimedia Commons

AHIGHLY lethal form of bird flu has been
detected in Antarctic penguins for the
first time. The virus, H5N1, was con-
firmed in two gentoo penguins that were
found dead on Sea Lion Island in the
Falkland Islands, a British territory.

“But many more are dying,” said Sally
Heathman, the head of communications
for the Falkland Islands government. As of
Tuesday, more than 200 dead or dying
gentoo chicks have been reported on Sea
Lion Island, she said.

Why the deaths matter

Penguins are already under pressure.
The birds are facing numerous threats,
including climate change, pollution, and
commercial fishing. Three Antarctic pen-
guin species — emperor penguins, south-
ern rockhopper penguins and macaroni
penguins — are listed as vulnerable or
near threatened.

Extent of the threat

Before H5N1 arrived in the Antarctic
region last fall, highly pathogenic bird flu
viruses had never been documentedin the
area. That means that the penguins are
likely to have little existing immunity. And
because they breed in large, crowded
colonies, once one penguinisinfected, the
virus could spread rapidly, causing mass
mortalities. As H5SN1 spread through South
Americalastyear, Chile reported the deaths
of thousands of Humboldt penguins.

The extent of the virus’ spread in Ant-
arctic penguin populations is unclear. The
virus has not been confirmed in any other
local penguin species, Heathman said, but
testing of rockhopper penguins is on.

At least one suspected case has also
been reported in king penguins in South
Georgia, another British territory. But that
report was based on a single dead king
penguin, and investigators have not seen
aspike in penguin deaths at that location,
said Laura Willis, the chief executive of
the government of South Georgia and the
South Sandwich Islands.

Scientists are worried

Scientists have been worried about the
spread of the virus in Antarctica. The virus,
which first emerged in 2020, has taken an
unprecedented toll on wild birds and
mammals. After it was detected at the tip
of South America last year, OFFLU, a global
network of flu experts, warned that the
pathogen could spread to Antarctica next.

The Antarctic region provides critical
breeding territory for more than 100 mil-
lion birds as well as seals, sea lions and
other marine mammals. If the virus ar-
rived in the region, its impact on those
animals “could be immense”, OFFLU said
in a statement last August.

Just two months later, the virus was
detected in brown skuas in South
Georgia, the first cases in the region. Since
then, infections have been confirmed in
numerous other bird species, as well as
in elephant and fur seals. These marine
mammals also breed in large colonies,
and they suffered major losses as the
virus spread through South America,
where tens of thousands of seals and sea
lions were reported dead. Scientists
worry that the same fate may befall
Antarctica’s seals as the virus spreads.
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services like AEPS, IMPS, etc.), BBPOU and
UPI facility should be provided by the bank
after February 29, 2024,” the RBI said, adding
that the nodal accounts of parent company
One97 Communications and Paytm
Payments Services should be terminated at
the earliest, and not later than February 29.

Settlement of all pipeline transactions
and nodal accounts—in re-
spect of all transactions initi-
ated on or before February
29—should be completed by

EXPLAINED

available balance”.

The RBI statement, however, does not
mention a number of other services, like
loans, mutual funds, bill payments, digital
gold, and credit cards.

What likely led to the RBIl move?

Paytm Payments Bank has been facing
RBI scrutiny since 2018. While
the central bank did not spec-
ify the exact reasons for the
latest action, sources said

March 15. No transactions
shall be permitted thereafter.

What about customers’ money?
According to the RBI, withdrawal or util-
isation of balances by customers from their
Paytm accounts, including savings bank ac-
counts, current accounts, prepaid instru-
ments, FASTags, NCMC, etc., are to be permit-
ted without any restrictions “up to their

it could be due to the RBI's
concerns on KYC compliance and IT-related
issues.

Itislearnt that Paytm Payments Bank and
its parent One97 Communications had come
under RBI scrutiny for purported lack of reg-
uisite information barriers within the group,
and data access to China-based entities that
were indirect shareholders in the payments
bank through their stake in the parent com-

pany. The failure to address these concerns
at multiple levels over an extended period
led to the latest action by the RBI, it is learnt.

Although Antfin, an affiliate of Chinese
conglomerate Alibaba, has been reducingits
stake in One97 Communications, it still is a
shareholder in the company. As of December
31, Antfin held a 9.89% stake in the company,
as per stock exchange data. Given the frosty
relationship between India and China over
the past few years, Chinese investments in
firms have attracted intense scrutiny by
Indian regulators.

What were RBI'’s earlier actions?

In October 2023, the RBI had slapped a
fine of Rs 5.39 crore on Paytm Payments
Bank due to deficiencies in regulatory com-
pliance.In March 2022, the RBI had directed
Paytm Payments Bank to stop onboarding of
new customers with immediate effect.

The Comprehensive System Audit report
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and subsequent compliance validation re-
port of the external auditors revealed “per-
sistent non-compliances and continued ma-
terial supervisory concerns in the bank”,
warranting further supervisory action, the
RBI said on Wednesday.

Prior to the action taken in 2022, the cen-
tral bank had made certain observations in
2018 about the processes the company fol-
lowed to acquire new users, especially on
KYC norms. The RBI also had concerns over
the close relations between Paytm Payments
Bank and its parent One97 Communications.
Payments banks are required to maintain an
arm’s length distance from promoter group
entities. Paytm parent firm One97
Communications held 49% stake in Paytm
Payments Bank while 51% was held by Paytm
founder Vijay Shekhar Sharma.
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What to watch in Budget

The Union Budget is the govt’s annual financial statement. It is full of numbers, which make sense when seen
in their contexts. Here are four aspects of govt finances key to understanding the Budget and its numbers

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala Sitharaman will
present the Union Budget for 2024-25 on
Thursday. This is the interim Budget; a full
Budget will be presented in July, after the Lok
Sabha elections. As such, the Budget speech
will likely focus on underscoring the govern-
ment’s achievements over the past year and
decade — and the opposition will likely seek
to find reasons to argue that these Budgets
have failed the most vulnerable sections.
Here are four aspects of government fi-
nances to look out for in Sitharaman’s Budget
speech, in order to understand it better.

How money comes, and where
it goes

The Budget provides two pie charts: (i) a
source-wise break-up of each rupee that the
government earns; (ii) details of where each
rupee is spent. These charts give proportion-
ate shares, not absolute amounts.

The charts show the current state of the
government’s financial health. Comparing
pies for two or more years can show how the
financial health has changed.

The earning pie for the current financial
year (2023-24)shows 34 paise in each rupee
— 34% of total income — came from borrow-
ings by the government, and 15% each came
from income-tax and corporation (corpo-
rate/ company) tax.

The corresponding figures for earlier
years show the government’s dependence
on borrowings has increased noticeably,
while that on income and corporate taxes
has reduced somewhat.

So, the share of borrowings, income-tax,
and corporate tax for 2015-16 were 24%, 14%,
and 20% respectively; these figures for 2016-
17 were 21%, 14%, and 19%.

Comparing the pies for “where the rupee
goes” shows the change in the government’s
spending priorities over the years. In FY17,
Defence received 10 paise out of every rupee
spent, and another 10 paise went for subsi-
dies of various kinds. In FY24 by contrast,
Defence got 8 paise, and subsidies 7 paise.

Nominal increase vs real

increase

The Budget is full of numbers and per-
centages. It is important to know whether
any number — be it absolute amounts or
growth rate or increase/ decrease in alloca-
tion — is ‘nominal’ or ‘real’.

The difference between nominal and real
changes is inflation. Your salary and annual
increment are stated in nominal terms.
However, what (say) Rs 30,000 per month
can buy today is far less than what it would

TRACKING GOVERNMENT FINANCES
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OUTLAY ON MAJOR SCHEMES (Rs cr)

| Actual | BE
MGNREGA 98,468 | 73,000 | 89,400 | 60,000
National Social Assistance 8,152 9,652 9,652 9,636
Programme
Umbrella Programme for 1,428 1,810 530 610
Development of Minorities
Umbrella Programme for 1,745 1,931 1,921 2,194
Development of Other Vulnerable Groups
Umbrella Programme for Development of STs "'3,779 ' 4111 "3,874 [ 4,295
Umbrella Scheme for Development of SCs 4979 8,710 7,722 9,409

BE:Budget Estimates, RE: Revised Estimates

have bought a decade ago. As inflation raises
the general price level, the same amount of
money can buy fewer and fewer goods with
each passing year.

In terms of the Budget, a 7% increase in
the allocation for a department may not
mean much inreal termsif inflation, too, has
increased by 7% (Indeed, a nominal increase
could work out to be a real decline.)

The nominal GDP growth rate, inclusive
of inflation, is possibly the most important
bit of data in the Budget since it forms the
base for all other calculations. Since fiscal
deficit (read borrowings) targets are setas a
percentage of (nominal) GDP, if the nominal
GDP is small, the amount of money that the
government can borrow is also smaller.

The nominal GDPis the actual data thatis
observed in the economy; the real GDP and
real GDP growth rates, etc., are derived from
nominal data after removing the effect of in-
flation.

Fiscal Deficit vs Revenue
Deficit

Fiscal deficit is essentially the amount of
borrowing that the government is forced to
have whenit can’t meet all its expenses with
its income.

Each year’s fiscal deficit adds to the pile
of government debt. A high fiscal deficit is
seen asawarning sign over the government’s
solvency situation.

India has set prudential limits for its fis-
cal deficit. The Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM) Act of 2003
said the fiscal deficit of the Union govern-
ment should not exceed 3% of GDP. It also
said that the revenue deficit — the gap be-
tween the government’s everyday expenses
(salaries and pensions) and everyday earn-
ings (taxes, cesses etc) — should be zero.

The dual stipulation — fiscal deficit at 3%
and revenue deficit at 0% — is meant to en-
sure that all the money that the government

borrows is spent towards the creation of new
productive assets.

However, in 2018, the law was amended,
and targeting revenue deficit was dropped.
This meant that India could have a scenario
where even though the fiscal deficit was 3%
of GDP, all of the borrowing could be going
to fund the revenue deficit. This dented gen-
uine fiscal prudence.

The chart on deficit trends, sourced from
last February’s Budget presentation, shows
that of late, a large part of India’s fiscal deficit
has been in the form of a revenue deficit.

Budget Estimates vs Revised
Estimates

Budget Estimates (BE) and Revised
Estimates (RE) denote very different things.

The BEs — say, for the money to be spent
by a particular Ministry, or the money to be
collected via GST— for any year essentially
show what the Finance Minister expects the
value to be at the end of the financial year
when she is presenting the Budget even be-
fore the financial year has actually started.

As the year goes by, data for income and
expenditure come in. By the time the Budget
for the forthcoming financial year is pre-
sented, the government also has the REs for
the current financial year.

Comparing REs with BEs for the same fi-
nancial year provides a good idea of how far
the government came through on the prom-
ise it made before the start of the financial
year.

To understand how much the govern-
ment plans to spend on a particular scheme
in the coming year, one can either compare
the BEs of the two years (say FY24 and FY25)
or the BE of the coming year (e.g. FY25) with
the RE of the previous year (FY24).

The most apt comparison often depends
on the context.

Say, the government allocates Rs 10,000
crore (BE) for a scheme in a particular year’s
Budget, but ends up spending only Rs 1,000
crore (RE). However, for the next financial
year, it allocates Rs 2,000 crore (the new BE)
for the same scheme.

So, the government can compare the BE
of the second year to the RE of the first and
claim that the budget for the scheme has
been doubled. And the Opposition can com-
pare BE to BE and claim that the Budget allo-
cation has been slashed by 80%.

The table, sourced from last year’s Budget,
shows that the REs (Rs 530 crore) for the
“Umbrella Programme for Development of
Minorities” in 2022-23 were less than 30%
of the original BEs (Rs 1,810 crore).

The BE for the current financial year
(2023-24) was pegged at Rs 610 crore —
whichisanincrease of 15% relative to the RE

but a decline of 67% compared to BE.

Vyasii ka tehkhana inside Gyanvapi complex, where court allowed puja

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

THE VARANASI District Court on Wed-
nesday allowed prayers in the southern cel-
lar of the Gyanvapi mosque complex.

The order said, “District Magistrate,
Varanasi/Receiver is being directed to get
puja, raag bhog done by a priest, designated
by the plaintiff and Kashi Vishwanath Trust,
of idols in the cellar to the
south, which is disputed, of
building situated on settle-
ment plot no. 9130, police sta-

HISTORY

complex. This was following a Varanasi
District Court order of January 17, through
which it appointed the district magistrate
of Varanasi as the receiver of the cellar, also
called ‘Vyasji ka tehkhana'.

This case was filed by the head priest of
Acharya Ved Vyas Peeth temple, Shailendra
Pathak Vyas.

What is Vyasji ka tehkhana?

Vyasji ka tehkahana is located in the
southern area of the mosque’s
barricaded complex, facing
the Nandi statue inside the
Kashi Vishwanath complex

tion Chowk, District Varanasi.
For this, suitable arrangements must be
made with iron barricading and other things
within seven days.”

On January 24, the Varanasi district ad-
ministration had taken possession of the
southern cellar of the Gyanvapi mosque

ﬂpﬁpﬂr“nelss.cnm

near the sanctum sanctorum.
The tehkhana has a height of around 7
feet and carpet area of around 900 square
feet. Subhash Chaturvedi, the lawyer of the
petitioner Shailendra Pathak Vyas, said that
the Vyas family had been conducting
prayers and other rituals inside the tehkhana

The tehkhana is located between the Nandi statue in the temple complex and
the wuzukhana of the mosque. APfile photo

for more than 200 years, but the practice
was stopped in December 1993.
He said the tehkhanais located between

the Nandi statue and the wuzukhana of the
mosque, where Hindu petitioners have
claimed a Shivling was found during a court

mandated videographic survey in 2022.

Why was worship barred here?

The petitioner has argued that Vyas;ji's
entry was prohibited in the tehkhana in
December 1993, and hence the prayers be-
ing held here had to be discontinued.

On December 4, 1993, Mulayam Singh
Yadav formed the government in UP, ending
one year of President’s Rule imposed after
the Kalyan Singh government was dis-
missed in the wake of the demolition of the
Babri mosque in Ayodhya in 1992.

“The Mulayam Singh Yadav government
prohibited worship inside the Vyasji ka
tehkhana in the name of law and order.
Before that, Pandit Somnath Vyas had car-
ried out Hindu worship rituals here regu-
larly,” Chaturvedi said.

Chaturvedi said that idols of Lord
Hanuman, Ganesh, Shiva and other gods
were worshipped inside the tehkhana and

kathawas preached there. He said during the
recent ASI survey too, idols of various Hindu
deities were found inside the tehkhana.

Who is the petitioner?

The petitioner, Shailendra Pathak Vyas, is
the maternal grandson of Pandit Somnath
Vyas. Shailendra is currently the head priest
of the Acharya Ved Vyas Peeth in the Shivpur
area of Varanasi. His family had been provided
space inside the tehkhana to worship, and
hence the place was known as Vyasji ki gaddi.

Madan Mohan, a lawyer for the Hindu
side in cases related to the Gyanvapi
mosque, said the tehkhana was given to the
Vyas family for worship and other religious
rituals under the British in 1809.

“Somnathji was a priest. He had been
living near the Gyanvapi area. Several gen-
erations of his family had been performing
religious rituals inside the tehkhana,”
Madan Mohan said.
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Sultan Ibrahim
Iskandar. AP

MALAYSIA
lbrahim swornin
as Kinginunigque
rotation system

Kuala Lumpur: The bil-
lionaire sultan who rules
Malaysia's Johor state was
sworn in as the nation's
new king Wednesday un-
der a unique rotating
monarchy system. Sultan
Ibrahim Iskandar, 65, took
his oath of office at the
palace and signed the in-
strument of the procla-
mation of office in a cere-
mony witnessed by other
royal families, Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim
and Cabinet members. A
coronation ceremony will
be held later. Sultan
Ibrahim has an extensive
business empire ranging
from real estate to tele-
coms and power
plants. AP

THAILAND

Court; Stop bid
tochangeroyal

defamation law

Bangkok:  Thailand's
Constitutional Court
ruled Wednesday that
the progressive Move
Forward party must cease
advocating amending the
law on royal defamation.
The court's nine judges
deemed it unconstitu-
tional to advocate a
change in Article 112 in
the country's Criminal
Code which protects the
royal institution from crit-
icism by imposing severe
penalties on those found
to violate it, including up
tol5yearsinjail. AP

POLAND
Govtsoftens
standon WWI I

compensation

Berlin: Thailand's
Constitutional Court
ruled Wednesday that
the progressive Move
Forward party must cease
advocating amending the
law on royal defamation
— a decision that leaves
the party vulnerable to
being dissolved. The
court's nine judges
deemed it unconstitu-
tional to advocate a
change in Article 112 in
the country's Criminal
Code — also known as
lese-majeste law —which
protects the royal institu-
tion from criticism by im-
posing severe penalties
on those found to violate
it,including up to 15 years
injail per offense. AP

UNITED STATES

CEOs of Meta,
TikTok, others
testifyin Senate

Washington: Sexual pred-
ators. Addictive features.
Suicide and eating disor-
ders. Unrealistic beauty
standards. Bullying. These
are just some of the issues
young people are dealing
with on social media —
and children’s advocates
say companies are not do-
ing enough to protect
them. On Wednesday, the
CEOs of Meta, TikTok, X
and other social media
companies went before
the Senate Committee to
testify as lawmakers and
parents grow increasingly
concerned about the ef-
fects of social media on
young people’s lives. The
hearing began with
recorded testimony from
kids and parents who said
they or their children were

CONCERNS REMAIN THAT ADDITIONAL U.S. STRIKES COULD FURTHER INFLAME REGION

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JERUSALEM, JANUARY 31

IRAN THREATENED Wednesday
to “decisively respond” to any US
attack on the Islamic Republic fol-
lowing President Joe Biden’s link-
ing of Tehran to the killing of three
US soldiers at Jordan military base.

The US has signaled it is
preparing for retaliatory strikes
in the Mideast in the wake of the
Sunday drone attack thatalsoin-
jured atleast 40 troops at Tower
22,asecretive base in northeast-
ern Jordan that’s been crucial to
the American presence in Syria.

However, concerns remain
that any additional American
strikes could further inflame a
region already roiled by Israel’s
ongoing war on Hamas in the
Gaza Strip and the ongoing at-
tacks by Yemen’s Houthi rebels
on shipping in the Red Sea.

A US Navy destroyer in the
waterway shot down an anti-
ship cruise missile launched by
the Houthis late Tuesday, the lat-
est attack targeting American
forces patrolling the key mar-
itime trade route, officials said.

The Iranian warnings first
came from Amir Saeid Iravani,
[ran’s ambassador to the UN. He
gave a briefing to Iranian journal-
ists late Tuesday. The Iranian
mission to the U.N. did not re-
spond to requests for comment
or elaboration Wednesday on
[ravani’s remarks.

Taiwan simulates
‘drills becoming
strikes’ as Beijing
holds patrols
close to border

REUTERS
TAITUNG, JANUARY 31

TAIWAN'S MILITARY on
Wednesday simulated a sce-
nario where China suddenly
turns one of its regular drills
around the island into an actual
attack, on the same day China
staged another "combat readi-
ness patrol” near Taiwan.

Taiwan says China's armed
forces routinely operate in the
skies and seas around the island
in an effort to pressure Taiwan to
accept Chinese sovereignty.

Taiwan's defence ministry
says Chinese warplanes and
warships often carry out "joint
combat readiness patrols". It re-
ported another such patrol on
Wednesday, involving 22
Chinese aircraft.

US braces for conflict

The US military is taking a
hard look at its own military
readiness as tensionsrise, trying
to play catch-upinacritical area
— itslogistics network. After the
Talisman Sabre military exercise
led by Australia and the US, They
helped create new stockpiles of
military equipment that were
left behind in Australia.

Taiwan forces at thedrill ata
military base in Taitung. Reuters
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payback

Displaced Palestinians flee Khan Younis to Rafah as Israel hardens its strikes, Wednesday. Reuters

EU to launch Red Sea naval mission

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BRUSSELS, JANUARY 31

THE EUROPEAN Union plans to
launch a naval mission in the Red
Sea within three weeks to help
defend cargo ships against at-
tacks by Houthirebels in Yemen
that are hampering trade and
driving up prices, the bloc's top
diplomat said Wednesday.

EU foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell said he wants the mission
to be up and running by
February 17. Officials say that
seven EU countries are ready to
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provide ships or planes. Belgium
has already committed to send
afrigate. Germany is expected to
do the same.

“This is the purpose: protec-
tion of the ships. Intercepting of
the attacks against the ships. Not
participating in any kinds of ac-
tions against the Houthis,”
Borrell told reporters.

EU defence ministers were ex-
pected to decide later Wednesday
which country should lead the
naval effort — France, Greece and
Italy are vying for that role — and
where the mission's headquarters
should be based.

US URGES ‘CHANGES' IN
UN AGENCY FOR FUNDS

United Nations: The United
States said on Tuesday that the
UN agency for Palestinian
refugees needs to make “fun-
damental changes” — includ-
ing review of staff manage-
ment to ensure those involved
in crimes are held accountable
— before restarting funding
halted overIsraeli accusations
that some agency staff took
partinthe October 7 attack by
Hamas militants. REUTERS
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CAST SPAIN

La Baells reservoir near Berga, north of Barcelona at 21 per cent of its capacity on Tuesday.
Barcelona and its surroundings in northeastern Spain's Catalonia region are preparing for
tighter water restrictions amid a historic drought that has shrunk reservoirs to record lows. AP

Maldives govt, Opp
trade barbs over assault
on Prosecutor General

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MALE, JANUARY 31

HOURS AFTER the Prosecutor
General of Maldives was attacked
by unidentified persons on
Monday, a blame game erupted
between the ruling and the oppo-
sition parties that called the attack
“politically motivated,” according
to local media.

Former Maldivian president
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih de-
scribed the attack as “politically
motivated,” asking Home Minister
Ali Thusan to ask him to share in-

formation to back his claim.
Responding to Solih's post,
Home Minister Ali Ihusan said,
“Former President declaring the
attack was ‘politically motivated'
suggests that former President has
credible information about motive
and people behind this attack.”

Ex-president Nasheed

relocates to Ghana

Former president Mohamed
Nasheed temporarily relocated to
Ghanain Africa after announcing
his hiatus from ‘active politics’
without informing Parliament, it
emerged Wednesday.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ErrORTS TO END GAZA, UKRAINE WARS IN LIST
NOBEL PEACE PR1ZE NOMINATIONS CLOSE

THE DOORS closed Wednesday on nominations for the 2024 Nobel Peace
Prize, with peace activists connected to the wars in Gaza and Ukraine
among the known entries. Attempts to end the war in Gaza have been a
theme for some of the announced nominations. AP

THIRD PRISON TERM SINCE 2022

Iran says will ‘decisively respond’ as |mran, wife get14 yrs
Biden weighs Jordan strike

injail for graft, day
after 10-yr sentence

Denied cross-examination, says PTI chief Gohar Khan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 31

PAKISTAN’S FORMER prime min-
ister Imran Khan and his wife
Bushra Bibi were sentenced on
Wednesday to 14 years of rigor-
ous imprisonment each in a cor-
ruption case,aday after the belea-
guered leader was givena 10-year
jail term for leaking state secrets.
The verdict by an accountabil-
ity court, which comes eight days
before the February 8 general
elections, has added to the legal
woes of the 71-year-old cricketer-
turned-politician's bid to return
to power. Khanisalready serving
athree-year term after being con-
victed of corruptionin a separate
Toshakhana case in 2022.
Khan's party, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) faced nu-
merous troubles before the elec-
tion starting with the denial of its
election symbol, the cricket bat,
to the rejection of nomination pa-
pers of Khan, former foreign min-
ister Shah Mehmood Qureshiand
several other party leaders.
Accountability Court Judge

A

Pak ex-PM Imran Khan, wife
Bushra Bibi at Lahore High
Courtin July 2023. File

Mohammad Bashir conducted
the hearing at Rawalpindi's Adiala
Jail, where Khan is incarcerated.

In the Toshakhana corruption
case, he was accused of retaining
expensive state gifts they received
during his tenure as Pakistan's
premier from 2018-2022.

Khan and his wife were also
barred from holding any public
office for 10 years and slapped
with a fine of Rs 787 million each.
Bushra Bibi, 49, did not appear

Ukraine, Russia swap

POWs amid tensions

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KYIV, JANUARY 31

RUSSIA AND Ukraine have ex-
changed about 200 prisoners of
war each, the countries said
Wednesday, despite tensions
stemming from last week's crash
of amilitary transport plane that
Moscow claimed was carrying
Ukrainian POWSs and was shot
down by Kyiv's forces.

After the Jan 24 crash of the
[I-76 plane in Russia's Belgorod
region near the border with
Ukraine, some Russian officials
had publicly questioned the pos-
sibility of future POW swaps.

Russia's Defence Ministry
said195 POWSs each were ex-
changed. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 207
Ukrainians were freed. There
was no immediate explanation
for the different figures.

AUKrainian soldier released
after the swap, Wednesday. AP

PUTINVOWSVICTORY
TOCAMPAIGN ACTIVISTS

Moscow: President Vladimir
Putin vowed Wednesday to
push back Ukrainian forces to
reduce the threat of attacks on
Russian territory as he met
with activists running his
campaign ahead of the March
presidential election that he's
all but certain to win. AP

Impact of
@ rulingonPTI

EXPLAINED

AS OF Wednesday's ruling,
Khan cannot be prime min-
ister again until 2034. Even if
PTI-backed candidates win,
asindependents they are not
bound to stay with the party
and are open to joining other
parties. Khan remaining in
jail for the foreseeable future
increases chances of this as
the support of independent
winners will be crucial for
any party vying to secure the
necessary numbers.

before the court on Wednesday.

Reacting to the verdict, PTI's
current chief Gohar Khan said the
judgment only served to lower
the respect of the judiciary.

“The accused were not given
time and the process was hurried
to conclude the trial,” he said,
adding that defence was not given
the right of cross-examination.

South Africa
says 5 countries
confirm joining
BRICS grouping

REUTERS
JOHANNESBURG, JANUARY 31

EGYPT, ETHIOPIA, Iran, Saudi

Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates have confirmed they
are joining the BRICS bloc after
being invited last year, South
Africa's Foreign Minister Naledi
Pandor said on Wednesday.

The five countries were ex-
tended invitations along with
Argentina at a summit in August
in Johannesburg to join the bloc
comprising Brazil, Russia, China,
India and South Africa. Members
say it would help reshuffle aworld
order they view as outdated.

Argentina has since declined
the invitation tojoin, “and we ac-
cept their decision,” Pandor told
a press meet Wednesday.

‘Grumpy Old Men’: Haley pokes Trump, Biden

JAZMINE ULLOA
JANUARY 31

TWO CURMUDGEONLY old ri-
vals, reclusive spendthrifts, are
marching toward a showdown
that a lot of people really wish
wasn’t happening, If that is the
plot of a slapstick comedy, it’s
also the latest knock from Nikki
Haley on former President
Donald Trump and President Joe
Biden as she fights for oxygen
before the Republican primary
in South Carolina on Feb. 24.
Inanew series titled “Grumpy
Old Men,” the Haley campaignon
Wednesday plans to start unveil-
ing online videos, digital ads and
voter emails that will underscore
the ways in which Haley has ar-

Nikki Haley. AP

gued that the two party front-run-
ners are alike. The episodes, with
titles like “Stumbling Seniors” and
“Basement Buddies” take shotsat,
among other things, her rivals’
signs of mental confusion, their
light presence on the campaign

trail and their economic policies
leading to high inflation.

The push is part of a shift in
strategy that Haley began after the
lowa caucuses, casting Trump, 77,
and Biden, 81, as

Haley, 52, has consistently
pitched herself as a “new genera-
tional leader” for her party and
called for mental competency
tests for candidates, 75 or older.

Her sharpest

belonging to the attagks have_been
o ﬁ‘ﬁ o e

But the series, tells her audiences
ubieeiene RACEFOR  futhesnote
1993, could prove THE WHITE She has been
ybetste  HOUSE  senlesindned
Republican base She directly criti-

that is largely graying, white and
Christian. Polls show her trailing
the former president by double
digitsin her home state. Attackson
Biden'’s age did not play well dur-
ing the 2020 presidential primary.

cized him as being in mental de-
cline after he appeared to confuse
her for Nancy Pelosi, the former
House speaker. Days later, she said
shebelieved he was “mentally fit”
to be president.

JEROME BAYLE HAD ENOUGH OF HARDSHIPS OF FRENCH FARMING, SO HE BLOCKED HIGHWAY WITH FRIENDS. MANY FOLLOWED

French farmers’ protests have become a wildfire: He was the spark

CATHERINE PORTER
CARBONNE, JANUARY 31

JEROME BAYLE had spent seven
nights on a major French high-
way, leading a group of aggrieved
farmers in protest, when the
prime minister arrived, dressed
in his Parisian blue suit and tie, to
thank them for “making France
proud” and announced he would
meet their demands.

Before camera flashes and
outstretched microphones, Bayle
told Prime Minister Gabriel Attal
thathe had seen the standoffasa
match between two teams — the
revolting farmers, led by Bayle,
and the government, led by Attal.
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“Idon’tlike losing,” said Bayle,
dressed decidedly more casually,
with a baseball hat on his head,
turned backward. The thick
crowd around him chuckled. It
was clear his team had won.

Bayle, 42, a former profes-
sional rugby player, is widely cred-
ited with sparking a national
protest movement of farmers that
this week brought their griev-
ances to the capital, blocking high-
ways into Paris, despite pledges
on Tuesday from Attal to shield
them from “unfair competition.”

Unsatisfied, the farmers say
they will continue the disrup-
tions to call attention to what
they call the insufferable hard-
ships of growing food to feed the

Farmers say they will continue the disruptions to call
attention to what they call the insufferable hardships of
growing food to feed the French nation. NYT

French nation.

It has been a terrible few
years for local farmers. First they
were hit by repeated droughts,
and a collapse of consumer de-
mand for organic food after many
farmers had made the difficult
switch. Then, a midge-carrying
disease crossed over the nearby
snowcapped Pyrenees from
Spain and infected many of their
cattle, causing death and miscar-
riages. And that is just in Bayle’s
southwest corner of the country.

More broadly, not just in
France but all around Europe,
farmers are complaining about
rising costs frominflationand the
war in Ukraine. Those burdens
have been exacerbated as the gov-

ernments look to save money by
shaving farm subsidies, even as
the EU heaps more regulations on
farmers to meet climate and other
environmental goals.

It has become too much,
farmers say. Bayle was among the
hundreds of farmers who rolled
through the streets of Toulouse
this month in their tractors.

National polls revealed enor-
mous support for the movement
they had started, and other ac-
tions began around the country.
Most locals agreed and tolerated
the truck traffic, according to the
mayor, Denis Turrel.

“It made perfect sense what
they did,” said Frank Bardon, 66,a
retired physiotherapist and os-

teopath, who was walking his dog
through the town’s main street
with his family on Sunday. “Their
living conditions are difficult.”
The farmers were following a
deep-seated revolutionary tradi-
tionin France. Backin 1953, wine-
makers, seeing their profits col-
lapse, set their wooden carts
across a national highway at the
start of the summer holiday tode-
mand government aid and offer
tastings to waylaid drivers.
Itworked so well thata model
was set, with farmersin the south-
west following suit a couple
months later, said Edouard Lynch,
a professor of contemporary
French history at Lyon 2
University. NYT
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Fiscal deficit at 55%
full-year target at
Dec-end 2023: CGA

PRASANTA SAHU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

THE CENTRE'S fiscal deficit came
inat 55 per cent of the budget es-
timate (BE) in the first nine
months of the current financial
year, compared with 59.8 per
cent of the respective target in
the year-ago period, the datare-
leased by the Controller General
of Accounts showed on
Wednesday.

This increased the possibility
of the government meeting the
fiscal deficit target of 5.9 per cent
of the gross domestic product
(GDP) for FY24 in the interim
Budget to be presented today.
Last year, the Cenre had met the
deficit target of 6.4 per cent.

While net tax revenues rose
by 11.2 per cent on year in April-
December 2023, inline with the
required growth rate of 11 per
cent to achieve the budget esti-
mate of Rs 17.3 trillion, non-tax
revenues expanded by 46 per
cent to Rs 3.1 trillion (required
rate 5 per cent) on the back of the
robust RBI dividends.

However, the pace of rise in
tax receipts slowed a bit in recent
months-- net tax receipts were
up 15 per centin April-
September. Despite a lower
nominal GDP size (8.9 per cent
as per first advance estimate), as
against 10.5 per cent the budget
factored in, analysts are of the
view that the fiscal deficit target
of 5.9 per cent of GDP will likely
be met due to revenue perform-
ance and a likely shortfall in cap-
ital expenditure.

In December 2023, capex
more than doubled on-year toRs
87,985 crore, offsetting the tepid
performance in the previous two
months. The Centre’s capex ex-

Core sector
growth eases in
December 23

New Delhi: The output
growth of eight core in-
dustries eased to a 14-
monthlow of 3.8 per cent
in December from 7.9 per
cent in November, on ac-
countof the statistical ef-
fect of a high base, data
released by the com-
merce ministry showed
on Wednesday. In
December 2022, the core
sector’'s output had
grown 8.3 per cent. On a
month-on-month basis,
the core sector’s output
rose 5.9 per cent in
December, slightly higher
than the average 5.8 per
cent sequential growth
recorded between the
two monthsin thelast 12
years. FE

panded by 37.5 per cent in April-
December FY24, marginally
higher than the required growth
rate to meet the FY24 target of Rs
10 trillion.

However, the capex achieve-
ment could fall short of the tar-
get due tolikely lower utilisation
by states from a special capex
loan facility of Rs 1.3 trillion and
areduction in capital infusion
into state-run oil firms.

“ICRA expects the govern-
ment of India's capex to under-
shoot the FY24 BE by around Rs
0.75 trillion, which still implies
a robust YoY growth of around
26 per cent,” Icra chief econo-
mist Aditi Nayar said. FE

AHEAD OF UNION BUDGET

Import duty on smartphone
components, inputs slashed

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

AS MORE Indian companies
join the fray to start local as-
sembly of smartphones, the
Centre has reduced the import
duty on a number of compo-
nents used in mobile phone
manufacturing from 15 per
cent to 10 per cent — address-
ing a part of a long standing de-
mand by smartphone compa-
nies and industry bodies
representing them.

While some stakeholders
believe the changes could re-
sult in a minor price drop in
smartphones in the entry level
segment, others said that the
cutin these tariff lines may not
yield any significant results in
terms of mobile phone prices.
Assertions have also been
made that the cut in duties
might not result in export com-
petitiveness.

According to a notification
by the Ministry of Finance - a
day ahead of this year’s Budget
— the basic customs duty (BCD)
has been rationalised on inputs
of mobile phone for the follow-
ing: mechanics and die cut
parts to 10 per cent, and all oth-
ers inputs of mobile phones
classified as ‘others’ under HSN
code 85177990 has been ad-
justed to 10 per cent. Further,
there will be no duty on inputs
of mechanics and die cut parts.

It is worth noting that the
BCD on the ‘others’ category
was earlier raised from 5 per
cent to 15 per cent in 2018 un-
der the Phased Manufacturing
Programme (PMP).

Centre has reduced the import duty on a number of
components from 15 per cent to 10 per cent. File

The components on which
the import duty has been
slashed to 10 per cent include
battery cover, front cover, mid-
dle cover, main lens, back cover,
and GSM antenna/antenna of
any technology among other
things.

Information Technology (IT)
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said, “This rationalisation of
custom duties brings much
needed certainty and clarity for
the industry and in customs
processes”.

Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said on X,
“Reduction in certain input tar-
iffs and rationalisation will help
reduce costs, advance ease of
doing business, and catalyse
export led manufacturing”.

Amid US-China tensions,
India is potentially the only
country which provides a big

January GST collections hit X1.72 lakh crore,
up 10.4% y-0-y; second highest since rollout

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

GROSS GOODS and Services Tax
(GST) collections rose to Rs 1.72
lakh crore inJanuary (for salesin
December), up 10.4 per cent from
the year-ago period, data re-
leased by the Finance Ministry on
Wednesday showed. This is the
second highest level of GST col-
lections after the July 2017 roll-
out of the indirect tax regime and
marks the third instance of col-
lections over the Rs 1.7 lakh crore
mark in this financial year. The
highest-ever monthly GST collec-
tion was recorded in April 2023
atRs 1.87 lakh crore.

“The gross GST revenue col-
lected in the month of January,
2024 (til105:00PM 0f 31.01.2024)
isRs 1,72,129 crore, which shows
a 10.4% Year-o-Year (Y-oY)
growth over the revenue of Rs
155,922 crore collected in
January 2023 (till 05:00 PM on
31.01.2023),” the ministry said in
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a statement.

“Notably, this is the second
highest monthly collection ever
and marks the third month in
this financial year with a collec-
tion of Rs 1.70 lakh crore or
more,” it said.

With the latest print, GST rev-
enue collections have averaged
at Rs 1.67 lakh crore per month
during April-January 2023-24,
up 11.6 per cent from the
monthly average of Rs 1.50 lakh
crore seen during April-January

2022-23. The government has
settled Rs 43,552 crore to Central
GST (CGST) and Rs 37,257 crore
to State GST (SGST) from the
Integrated GST (IGST) collection.

The GST collections data was
released a day earlier than the
usual scheduled date of 1st of
every month because of the pres-
entation of the Union Budget for
financial year 2024-25 in
Parliament on February 1. State-
wise data of the GST collections
was not released by the ministry

Burmans picks up additional stake
in Religare Enterprises for X309 cr

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

DABURINDIA promoter Burman
family on Wednesday increased
its grip on Religare Enterprises af-
ter acquiring an additional 4 per
cent stake in the financial serv-
ices group for Rs 309 crore
through open market transac-
tions. M.B. Finmart, Puran
Associates, and VIC Enterprises -
- the three entities of Burman
Family -- acquired a total of 1.32
crore shares, representing a4 per
cent stake in Religare Enterprises
Ltd.

"With respect to the open of-
fer and pursuant to Sebi's SAST
(Substantial Acquisition of Shares
and Takeover) regulations, the
acquisition of the equity shares
of the Target Company (REL) by
M.B. Finmart Pvt Ltd, Puran
Associates Pvt Ltd, VIC
Enterprises Pvt Ltd" was done
through the open market on
January 31,2024, Religare said in
aregulatory filing.

M.B. Finmart, Puran
Associates, VIC Enterprises
picked up 44 lakh shares each of
REL in the price range of Rs
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As per Sebi, entities acquiring 25% or more stake in a listed
company have to make an open offer to the company's
shareholders. File

233.93-233.98 apiece, the filing
said. This took the combined
transaction value to Rs 308.83
crore.

After the latest acquisitions,
M. B. Finmart' shareholding in-
creased to 5.49 per cent, while
stakes of Puran Associates rose to
9.33 per cent, and that of VIC
Enterprises to 7.47 per cent.

Also, the combined share-
holding of M. B. Finmart, Puran
Associates, VIC Enterprises and
Milky Investment & Trading
Company increased from 21.18
per cent to 25.18 per cent.

After the acquisition of
shares, the deal will also trigger

apapﬂrl.nem.;ss.cnm

a mandatory open offer in
Religare Enterprises as well.

As per Sebi's takeover rules,
entities acquiring 25 per cent or
more stake in a listed company
have to make an open offer to the
company's shareholders. As per
the bulk deal data of the National
Stock Exchange (NSE), M B
Finmart, Puran Associates and
VIC Enterprises purchased more
than 1.18 shares in Religare
Enterprises.

Puran Associates is owned by
Anand Burman and Minnie
Burman, while VCBurman owns
VICEnterprises,and M B Finmart
is owned by Mohit Burman.

this time as per the norm.

The GST collection figures are
likely to be revised later. “The
datais as of 05:00 PM today (i.e.
31.01.2024). Final collection for
the month would be higher,” the
ministry said.

Abhishek Jain, Partner &
National Head, Indirect Tax,
KPMG said, “The consistent
growth in GST collections with
this one being the second high-
est collection ever is a big cheer
for the economy. One significant
reason for this growth could be
linked to voluntary payments by
businesses for FY 22-23 during
finalisation of annual returns and
reconciliation statements in
December.”

Saurabh Agarwal, Tax Partner,
EY said, "This consistent upward
trend, evident in surpassing key
milestones, reflects the effective-
ness of improved tax administra-
tion and heightened taxpayer
compliance. Overall, these posi-
tive indicators pave the way for
continued economic expansion.”

—— BRIEFLY —

Maruti Suzuki Q3
profitup 33%

New Delhi: Maruti Suzuki
India on Wednesday re-
ported 33 per cent increase
in consolidated net profit at
Rs 3,207 crore for the third
quarter ended December 31,
2023, on account of higher
sales. The company had
posted a net profit of Rs
2,406 crore for the year-ago
period, Maruti Suzuki India
said. Total revenue from op-
erations was up 15 per cent
at Rs 33,513 crore as com-
pared with Rs 29,251 crorein
the year-ago period. PTI

internal market and a massive,
educated labour force to pro-
duce devices for export.

“The adjustment of BCD to
10 per cent on parts of mobile
phones and mechanics and die-
cut parts and O per cent on in-
puts of mechanics represents
the start of a paradigm shift in
the policy orientation of the
government towards export-
led growth and competitive-
ness,” said Pankaj Mohindroo,
chairman of the India Cellular
and Electronics Association
(ICEA), which represents major
smartphone manufacturers
like Apple.

Tarun Pathak, research di-
rector with Counterpoint, said:
“This will benefit the OEMs in
reducing the cost, which will,
in turn, be passed on to the end
customer in the near term. This
move can help to drop smart-
phone prices by 3-5 per cent,
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empowering the consumers
and making the devices afford-
able, especially in the entry and
budget segments.

However, the think tank
Global Trade Research Institute
(GTRI) said that the changes
“will have no impact on im-
proving export competitive-
ness of mobile phones made in
India as all inputs, parts, and
components used in the mak-
ing of mobile phones for ex-
ports can already be imported
at zero duty under various gov-
ernment schemes... Firms like
Apple use these schemes. The
government should watch out
if the benefit of duty cuts are
passed to domestic mobile
phone buyers through price
cuts”.

In a report released earlier
this month by the ICEA, the in-
dustry lobby group had called
for a sharp cutin tariffs on com-
ponents and sub-assemblies
for boosting smartphone ex-
ports from India, adding that
the country has the highest tar-
iffs on inputs compared to
seven countries, including
Vietnam, China, and Mexico.

Mobile phone exports from
India promise to be the next big
milestone for smartphone
makers.

The ICEA report had said
that mobile phone exports
from the country are expected
to hit 30 per cent of the total
production of $49-50 billion in
the current fiscal, but that re-
quires matching China and
Vietnam’s competitive tariff
regime in addition to other fac-
tors which impact competitive-
ness.
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Three full-time, one

part-time members
of 16th FC appointed

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

AFTER THE appointment of
Arvind Panagariya as Chairman
of the 16th Finance Commission,
the government has now an-
nounced the appointment of
three full-time members and one
part-time member of the
Commission.

Former Finance and
Expenditure Secretary Ajay
Narayan Jha, who was also the
member of 15th Finance
Commission, has been appointed
as one of the full-time members,
along with Annie George
Mathew, former Special Secretary
in Department of Expenditure
and Niranjan Rajadhyaksha,
Executive Director, Artha Global.

Soumya Kanti Ghosh, Group
Chief Economic Advisor, State
Bank of India has been appointed
as a part-time member in the
Commission. Among the mem-
bers, Jha,aformer 1982 batchIAS
officer of the Manipur cadre, has
served in several positions in the
earlier Finance Commissions.
Before being a member of the
15th Finance Commission, Jha
also served as Member Secretary
of 14th Finance Commission,
which was headed by former RBI
Governor YV Reddy.

The Finance Commission
mainly decides the tax sharing
formula between the Centre and
the states. The 16th Finance
Commission is expected to sub-
mit its recommendations by
October 31, 2025, covering an
award period of five years begin-
ning April 1, 2026. In November,
the Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

had approved the Terms of
Reference (ToR) for the 16th
Finance Commission. As per the
ToR, “The Finance Commission
shall make recommendations as
to the following matters, namely:
The distribution between the
Union and the States of the net
proceeds of taxes whichare tobe,
or may be, divided between them
under Chapter I, Part XII of the
Constitution and the allocation
between the States of the respec-
tive shares of such proceeds.”

It shall also make recommen-
dations on the “principles which
should govern the grants-in-aid
of the revenues of the States out of
the Consolidated Fund of India
and the sums to be paid to the
States by way of grants-in-aid of
their revenues under article 275
of the Constitution for the pur-
poses other than those specified
in the provisos to clause (1) of that
article,” according to a statement
issued after the Union Cabinet
meeting on November 29.

Following this, Finance
Secretary TV Somanathan had
said that the ToR for the 16th
Finance Commission are short
but “all-encompassing” and that
the ToR had been prepared after
consultation with states. He had
clarified that the terms are not
limited or preliminary, and
though they are shorter than re-
cent commissions, they offer
greater leeway to stakeholders so
that their inputs can be taken into
account.

InDecember, the government
had announced the appointment
of Panagariya as Chairman, and
RitvikRanjanam Pandey, a 1998-
batch IAS officer of the Karnataka
cadre, as Secretary of the 16th
Finance Commission.

CHANDRAPUR CITY MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION CHANDRAPUR (M.S.)

CORRIGENDUM

No. CCMC/WS/2024/3586 Date: 31/02/2024

e-Tender Notice

Chandrapur City Municipal Corporation invites e-Tender notice
for the work of Central Government Sponsored AMRUT 2.0)
Mission Chandrapur Municipal Corporation Sewerage Project
in the State of Maharashtra Time limit for the tender submission for
the tender Notice No. CCMC/WS/2023/3402, Dated 19/01/2024 is
hereby extended upto Date 15/02/2024

All relevant dates will be as per tender published in web portal
www.mahatenderers.gov.in Sd/-

Commissioner
Chandrapur City Municipal

Corporation, Chandrapur

Solapur Municipal
Corporation, Solapur
Public Health Engineer Department

E-Tender Notice

Commissioner Municipal Corporation, Solapur invites
E-Tender for the work Construction and Commissioning of 66
MLD Conventional WTP at Pakani, Tal-North Solapur, Dist-
Solapur in the State of Maharashtra valued at 16,79,46,624/-
the E-Tender details are available on
www.mahatenders.gov.in from 31/01/2024 at 10.00 a.m.
Tender ID - 2024-SMC-992992-1

Sd/-
Deputy Engineer
Solapur Municipal Corporation, Solapur

Jaysingpur Municipal Council,
Jaysingpur (M.S.)

E-Tender Notice 2023-24 §

Jaysingpur Municipal Council invites E-Tenders for
construction of various D. P. Roads at Jaysingpur,

Tal-Shirol, Dist-Kolhapur. For more details
kindly visit hitp://mahatenders.gov.in from

date - 02/02/2024. A

S)

Chief Officer,
Jaysingpur Municipal Council

Qushaubi

The Pharmaceutical GCorperation
(i.M.) Kerala Lid.

o Gionel, af Karala Lndaciaiiog)
Kuttanellur, Thrissur-14, Kerala
Fh: 0487- 2458841, 2458807
E-mail ; purchase@oushadhi.ong

PrI4B2023-24 Diate; 1.2 2024
ML N
E-Tenders are invited for the
supply of 1) Raw Materials and
1) Containers & Packing Materials
for the period 19 April 2024 to
0" September 2024, Tenders can be
downloaded from the website
www.etenders. kerala.gov.in. For
mare details, please visit our website
www.oushadhi.org o contact our

Purchase Division at Kuttaneliur

Thrissur  [5di-) Managing Director

Malkapur Municipal Council, District Satara
Department of Health

E-Tender Notice B-2 Year 2023-24

E-tenders are being invited from qualified monopolists
for the supply, installation and testing of various machinery
under solid waste management in Malkapur Municipal
Council. The said e-tender is on Main Portal - https:/
maharashtra.etenders.in d. 01/02/2024 from 10.00 a.m. to

d. 08/02/2024 at 5.00 PM Available for viewing till. Lasf{
date for submission of e-tender received It will remain
on d. 08/02/2024 till 3.00 PM. Tender received. It will be
opened on d. 09/02/2024 at 11.00 AM in the presence
of the incumbent. Also all the terms and conditions are
available in the concerned department during office hours
and on the website https://maharashtra.etenders.in.
Sign/-
Chief Officer
Malkapur Municipal Council Dist. Satara
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MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka undertaking)
Corporate Office, “MESCOM BHAVANA”, Bejai, Mangalore - 575 004
Ph: 0824-2885795  CIN: U40109 KA 2002 SGC 030425

No. E-89205/1/75485/2024 Date: 31-01-2024

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION (THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT PORTAL ONLY

MESCOM invites Short term tender for Manufacture & Supply of
following material:

Name of the Material proposed |
for Procurement

Ultra Sound partial discharge detector
Leaky Insulator detector
Non contact Voltage detector

Quantity

2Nos
2Nos
50Nos

The interested eligible bidders may-log on to
www.kppp.karnataka.gov.in on or after 01.02.2024

Sd/-, Superintending Engineer (Ele) (Procurement)

Tender No.

MESCOM/2023-24
INDOO57

For Power Related Complaints & Assistance Call Toll Free Number 1912

| UTTARAKHAND POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
| victoria cross Wijeyia I:II b Sing IJL1-.a_r:.ai;h..ann-:i_l.In-H-rt.x'-: it R

. Defiradun-24 8041
BT

44, Fan Mo 1135-20E5ETS

CORRIGENDUM FOR PURCHASE OF POWER UNDER

MEDIUM TERM PROCUREMENT AGAINST TENDER
SPECIFICATION No. 10/CE(COMM)/ UPCL-10/MTPP/2023

It i5 to inform that an amendment/modification has been made

by UPCL in tender specification No. 10/CE (COMM)/UPCL-
10MTPP/2023 and the detailed amendment/modifications/

corrigendum can be read/studied completely in official website

{DEEP Portal) i e. www.msfcecommerce.com
All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.
No. : S8/EE{CM)/UPCLIA-2, Dt. 30.01.2024 SE(COMMERCIAL)

"SAVE ELECTRICITY IM THE INTEREST OF THE NATHON™ Use LED Bull to Save Elgctriviy

EalFres No. ©1912) "Fay Electrdity 18 Dndine 2

UL WL L Lang
{For information on Efectricity theft, informer may report ba Foll Fron Mo - 1

0 180 185 F a0 Mo, BT 35T BAETI)

STATE BANK OF INDIA

PREMISES & ESTATE DEPARTMENT
LHO MUMBAI METRO

3" Floor, State Bank of India, Local Head
Office, Synergy Building, Bandra Kurfa
Complex, Bandra East, Mumbai = 400 051

TENDER ID: MUM 20240201

NROTICE FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) FOR DESIGN COMPETITION
FOR SELECTION AND ENGAGEMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL AND PROJECT
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY FIRM {APMCF) FOR PROPOSED
CONSTRUCTION OF NALASOPARA (W) BRANCH BUILDING AND RESIDENTIAL
TOWERS FOR AWARD STAFF ON THE BANK'S PLOT AT VRUNDAVAN,
NALASOPARA (W) MUMBAI

State Bank of india, imite Exprassion of interast (ECH) from raputed and experienced
Architectural Firms ! Indwiduat for participating in the Design Competition for selection
and engagement of Architeciural and project management conswitancy firm (AEWMEER)
to render Architectural and Project Managemen! Consultancy Services for the
Proposad Construction of Nalasopara (W) Branch buiding and 3 Residential towers for
Moward staff at Vrundavan, Natasopars (W) Mumbai for State Bank of India.

The prequalificaton | elgibility cridena, scope of the services {o be rendered, terms and
conditions of appointment and prescribad formats for submission of appéication can be
downloaded from Bank's website hilps:/fhank.shi under procuremen! naws
(https:ifbank. shifweb!sbi-in-the-news/procurement -news) from HMAN22024 to
2110272024 upto 55,00 Hrs.
interested Architectural Firms having PMC experience, complying prescribed
aligibilitycriteria may submit their applications in the prescribed format with supporting
documenis online on e-lender portal - hitps:fletender.shifSBl in addition to
submission of the-=ame in hard copy at this office latest by 15.00 hrs on 2 100272024,
Anolicaton recaivad after dus data and tme will not be-antertained. 3BI resarvesils
right 1o acespt or reject all the applications without assigning reasons therefor and no
further correspondence shall be entertained inthis regasd.

Assistant General Manger (P&E)
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CROSSWORD 5276

ACROSS DOWN

1 New mascot hard to put up 1 Brush and clean thoroughly
with (7) (5)

4 Go round for some clothing 2 Where prompt action

(5) may be needed behind the

scenes (3-5)
3 Its passengers will be late (6)

7 It floats right astern (4)
8 Banter becomes hurtful in time

(8) 4 A source of light at the seance?
10 Capital example of craftin (6.4)

war (10) 5 Scattered rain in the country
12 Emigre beaten up by the (4)

authorities (6) 6 It has wings and flies (7)

13 It’s normally measured at 9 They fly some flag in trouble
arm’s length (6) (10)

15 Tell a friend off the record (10) 11 Mineral springs help? Hear,
18 It moves slowly to get up to hear! (4,4)

the centre(8) 12 Apply soothing balm

19 The right time for fashion (4) 0; nggravate one’s trouble

20 When the devil drives, they (3.2.2)

must (5) 14 He hopes to find you well (6)
21 Completesliceandahalfof ~ 16Returnfrom the capital (5)
Edam (7) 17 Bank of Scotland (4)

Solutions Crossword 5275 Across: 1Proofreader, 9 Richard, 10 Putup, 11 Visa, 12
Narrator, 14 Nether, 16 Enmesh, 18 Slattern, 19 Mien, 22 Askew, 23 Forbade, 24 Address
book Down: 2 Races, 3 Okay, 4 Redraw, 5 Apparent, 6 Entitle, 7 Driving seat, 8
Apprehended, 13 Bestower, 15 Thanked, 17 Crafts, 20 Idaho, 21 Grub

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

Allthings are___that God would haveus__.-lyanla Vanzant (7..,5)
DVAEE ACOLLN
MORTS ELUNSS
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U200 KNOW, SOME Ll
i PEOPLE THINK WE LIVE %%%Tpf;s '
FOREVER, BUT JUST NO CONEULT...
NOT HERE. NO COMEDP Y/

ichaelFry & T Lewis

70U MAKE AN
EXCELLENT, IF HARD-
EARNED, POINT.

YOU'RE
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

SHE SAD I'D HAD PLENTY
oF TIME TO Do THE
ASSIGNMENT, BUT SHE
AOWUITTED THAT MRMBE 1D
PICKED TOO COMPLEX A

MISS WORMWOOD WAS GOING
TO GINE ME A "D-" ON WY
PAPER, BUT I TALKED TO

HER AFTER CLASS
EMD TOLD HER How

z I RAM OQUT OF SURJECT.
> TIME AHD (OULDNT \
WRITE AL T KrEW

ABOUT TYRAHNOSAIRS.

A3 TERA W aemon Thededded Do Andraned Mcl4ial Syvalic®an

S0 SHE RAISED MY GRADE 1 GUESS WE T SKY.

To ATD" AMD TOLD ME LEARMED A | SMOOTY-TALKING

1 SHOWD TRy To PickK LESSON , HUU?/ THE TEACHER
REALISTIC GOALS REALLY PRXS

AND PLAM MY

Waesy 1242

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

PRGN e it

LICI SEEMS TO BE
DOING WELL

DO YOU EVER THINK
ABOUT HAVING A
LITTLE BROTHER

IT WOULD BE
NICE TO HAVE
SOMEONE TO FIN
MY CRIMES ON

§
i Ty o T D

____OR SISTER?

BESIDES BITSY!

£ i ey B rmrves by e e Crpr e
30

Difficulty Level 5s

Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appearin each of the
nine vertical columns, in

21 4

PESSSSSES

each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level

1s =Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; 2
5s=VeryHard;
6s =Genius

SUDOKU 5459
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SOLUTION SUDOKU 5458

DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

Many times you You are being urged
have earned the to devote all your
admiration of those time and energy to
who matter most by fulfilling your vision

refusing ever to buckle under
the strain. Now you canrelish
the fruits of your success. This
looks like a smooth moment for
love, although if you don't take

of a better life, even though you
may be distracted by a mixture
of financial worry and
emotional uncertainty. In affairs
of the heart, take it easy and

achance now,youmay nothave  playitcool.
a second opportunity.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) Commonsense and
If close companions sound principles
are currently must soon finally
disagreeable, they convince you that
will not remain so you will have to fight for the

for long. You will win them over
through the sheer power of
your quite extraordinary charm.
Put some distance between you
and stressful situations, just

truth. Yet keep it in mind that
other people are not being
willfully obstructive. They just
don't have your breadth of
vision. You will soon have to

enough to protect your decide whether to confront a

sensitive soul. partner or leave well alone.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Associates may not You must stagger
share all your your workload if
aspirations, so do be you are not to be
prepared for snowed under. You

negative responses and stony
silences. Perhaps there is
something missing in your
presentation. A lack of tact,
maybe? Still, however blunt
you are, partners will be even

would do well to delegate any
tasks at home or at work to
people who have the skill and
experience to complete them
on your behalf - if such people
exist, thatis.

Toreso. CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
CANCER (June 22 - July 23) Now that the planets
Nobody can have abandoned
question your that area of your
devotion. However, chartruling
you are likely to domestic matters, concentrate

over-dramatise the most
ordinary events and see offence
where none was intended.
Cultivate a relaxed, even

on whatis taking place on the
home front. The point is that
you are now in the driving seat.
Yet you still have your doubts,

frivolous, outlook. That way sodon'tact until you're

you'll be in a much better spirit absolutely ready.

to cope with partners when

they become over-stressed. AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)

You may begin to

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) feel thatitis
Although there are pointless going over
several reassuring any more old ground
aspects this week, or churning yourself up
youmuststillfaceup  emotionally for the sake of

to certain onerous duties. Thus
a buoyant mood will be keptin
check by the realisation that
your routine must be adhered
to. For all creative and romantic

people who clearly do not value
your remarkable gifts. Stick up
for yourself for a change and
don't let other people walk on
your interests, even if they think

Leos, new volcanic passions are they do have the right.
about to stir.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) In the past you
You are probably may have been
right to refuse to be able to turnablind
rushed, or forced to eye, but now you
sign on the dotted cannot avoid facing up to

situations which affect

your domestic life. Decisive
action is whatis required, and
you will let yourself down if you
delay. Colleagues expect you to
be up on the facts, soyou'd
better know what you're
talking about.

line. You cannot make a firm
commitment unless you are
completely sure that other
people hold your interests as
dear as their own. You will soon
find out that arival is right, by
the way, so be ready to back
down if you have to.

ANDHRA PRADESH POWER GENERATION
CORPORATION LIMITED

VIDYUTH SOUDHA :: VIJAYAWADA
Notice Inviting Tenders (NIT) No. RFx No.610001447

APGENCO invites tenders for “Providing Security Services round the clock for the premises
of Vidyut Soudha, Gunadala, Vijayawada for the period from 01-04-2024 to 31-03-2026"
through APGENCO e-procurement platform (https://etender.apgenco.gov.in/irj/portal).
Estimated Contract Value is Rs.1,36,75,603/. Schedule Available Date & Time:05.02.2024,
6.00PM. Bid Submission closing Date & Time: 22.02.2024, 3.00PM.

PH. (0866-2526899/442. Detailed Tender Notice is placed in www.apgenco.gov.in.

No: 2653PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22 Sd/- M.S.V.V.PRASAD

INDIAN RAILWAY CATERING AND TOURISM CORPORATION LTD,

{A Government of India Enterprise - Mink Ratna)
CIN L7858 DL 188G 70T

FRCTE Invites bids for:-

1. Qpen E-Tender RCTCRNAmBbernathiLogislies2023H2 for selaction ol agences for
trarmporislicn and CGFA sarvices of "Rail Maar’ Packaged Danking Watler progucad for a penod of
threse {3 yaars a1 Rall Mear Plant, ambarmath (Mumbai),

Last Dabe for Submission: 15,02, 2024 up te 15:00. E-eall. gamrailnesriiirele.com.

2. Open Tender (wo bid syslem) Tender Moo IRCTCCOMTREMEZTIZ0H ToursmVISA SERVICES
for engagemsand of YisR Senaca Provider Pre-bad Meating - 1500 hrs on 13.02.2024,
Las Daba for Submission 2002, 2004 up te 150 s, E-mail jeswinderslabiirctc com,

2. Open e-tandars for provision of snbeard calerno sarvices . rams, for 8 peviod.of 5 years
furthier stendable e 52 years for a cluster of Srains,
Lest date for submiEsion: 22, 0 2024 upte 1200 hrs, £- mail: mobiecaty. t-an-:hmrctc Corm

Ll s kbt = FULEL]

&, Spply of 5,00 000 Pes o d Caorrugated bowes for peckaging of 500 ml bottias of Rall Mear at Fal

Maer Flant Neangis: (Maw Dalbe)
Lasl Daba for Submigabon 15022024 up b 1500 hes, E-mail: railneemanglosiircie com

CENTRAL RAILWAY

VARIOUS MAINTENANCE WORKS

Sr.Mo 1. Name of the work- Providing senices of dewatering pumnp selsno, 21 under
DEN(E) BR section for 2 years. Approximate Walue Ra, 48 96 lakhs EMD Fg.97900
Completion period —24 months. StNo.2. Name of work = AjMisc Pway Work Tor
3EE PWay IGPurder ADEN (M) IGP. Biisc Pway Work for SSE PWWay KSRAunder
ADHEN (M) I1GF Approximate Value Rs. 324 35 Lakhs EMD Rs. 312200 Completion
paricd —12 months, Sr.Me 3. Name of the work -8 Misceilansons PWay for the ydar
202324 in SEEPWAYTWE] section urrdaer ADEMIM ) MMED BiMiscellanaous PWay
wark fin: SEE/PWAYWE) for CLA-TMBY =section under ADEMN{M)] MNKED:
CihlankhurdMashi BRI work under ADEM{MPMMED {(provision of giued joint portion)
(Replacemant of aged and wien out signaling gears at Mankhurd and vashi station in
Mumiai suburhan section). Approximate Value Rs, 169.48 Lakhs EMD Rs.234700
Completion period =12 manths, Sr.Mo.4, NMame of Work -4) Rehabilitation of Tunns|
Mie. 48 by providing rockBalting, sholcreting, grouting, boulder metting, retaining wal on
prorlzal Tanse, improvernent oo side drain & Gatch wiaker drainatong with provision of portal
of 10m lergth an BB @nd at KM A20010-11 en MIDAUR Fne in 5E ghat ssclion. B)
Sirengthening of Tunnel Mo, 48 by providing rock bolting, - sholcreting, grouting,
boulder netling, retaming wall on portal face, improvemeant to side drain & catch water
drain akong with tunnel lining at Kk 12008 o 12500 DM fine in BE ghat section. C}
Sdrengthening of Tunnel Mo S0 by proviging rock balting, shotcrefing, grodsting.,
berilder nething, retaining wall on poral face, improvement o side drain & catoh water
drain akong with provisian of portal of 35m lenagtiv{20m on BB end & 15mon PA end)at
BT 2102822 on MIDVLIE linein SE ghat section, O Strepgthessing of Tannel Mo, 51 by
privviding rockBalting, shatereting, grocling, boulder neting, retaining wall on partal
face, impronemiend b side drainod calch walsr drain along with' phovisiors of portal of
18m b&ngih on BB end at KM 12217 1o 123 on MIDIUR Bne in 5E ghat section. E)
Sirengthening of Tunnsl Mo. 52 by providing rockbaolting, shotcreting, grouting, boulder
netting, refaining wall on porial face, improvemant foside drain & catch water drain at
EbA A24553-38 an DN line in SE ghat section: Approximate Value Rz 13043500
Lakhs EMD Rz 802200 Completion perlad -12 months, Sr.Na.5. Nanre of Work -
CEMT - Remedial measures for sinking formation at Km 116550:530, DN -and Km
1139001150 DN on Karat-Lonavala section, Approximate Value s 153455
Lakhs EMD Fs, 947300 Completion periad - 12 manihs. Sr.No. G, Rame of Work < &)
(a) Rehabilitation of Tunnel Mo, 18 by providing rockbolling, shotereting, grouting,
Bailder rwtting, retaming wall on poral fae, improvemant b side drain & catch water
drain abong with provision of portal 'of 5m length on PAend at K 10803-7 on MID linedn
SE. ghat section: (b Rehabilitation of Tunnef Mo. 17 by providing rockbaotting,
ehotereting, grouting, bowlder netting, retaining wall an potal face, improvement to
side drain & catch water dragin along with provisson of portal of 11 %m ength on BE end
al KW 0S5 on LR lime, B) Rehabilitation of Tunnel Mo, 19 by providing reckbotting,
SI'IE:-IGI'Hiﬁg. grebIrTg, boiddes netling, redamang wall -of postal Race, mprovesnsnt ko
side draan & calch water drain Al wilh provisicn of partal ol #0m kengih {15 on BE
erid & Grnon PAend ) at BN T087Z3-31 on UIP & MITHire. G} (20 Rehabiliation of Tanrwsl
M 22 by providing reckBalting, shelcraling, grouting, bouldarnatting, refaisting wadl on
portal face, improvement fo side drain & catch waler drain along with provision of portal
of 15m length {10m on BB and & 5m on PA end} at KM 11001-2 on DRAID Tine. {b)
Rehabiitation of Tennied Mo. 23 by providing rackbolting, shotersting., grouting, boulder
netting, retalning wall on porial face, improvement ta side drain & catch water drain
abong with prevision of portal of Sm length on BB end & filing of the gap between
Tavo23 & 24 by tunnel portal at KM 19007-2, O Rehabimation of Tunnel Mo, 24 by
prensiding rockbalting,: shatcreling, growlang, boulder et retaining wall on partal
Face, improvement ooside deain & catch swaled dran alang with peavision of patal of
tembengih on PAend at KM 11001 -2 on BHMID fine. E)} Rebabilitstion of Tunmesl Mol 25
by providing rockbolting, shodoraling, growting, boulder netting, retaining wall on portal
face, improvermeant to side drain & catch water drain along with provision of portal of
15mlength (Smon BB end & 10m on PAend) &t 110034 on DMNMID line. Approximate
Value Rs, 1687 .05 Lakhs EMD R, 8235600 Completion period — 12 manths. Sr.Na.T.
Mame of Wark-{A] Miscellaneaus Pway work for 3SE PWay V3D Under ADEN
INE YN, (B) Mizcsllaneous P sy work at KYN Yard under S3E PiVay KYN Eastin
ADEMNKERYM secton. Approximate Value Bs 45320 Lakbhs EMD Rz 376900.00
Completion pericd —12 manths: B) Tendsr chosing <date & time of afresaid tender Up-
b 1100 hese of Srbo 1,54, 8 6 on 13.02. 2024, SrNe2 on 05022024, 5rie. 5 on
12022024, Sr.Mo T on 200022024 will ba opaned after 11.00 hrs. 1) The prospective
tenderers are reguested to visit the websie wenatireps.gowin for details of tenders &
comigenduim, if amy. HI) Tendersr may participate in above e-tender elacironically
throwgh wehsite www ireps. govin only & submizaion of manual offers against -
tendar are ot allowed. Manually, IFsubmitied shall neither be openad norconsiderad

IV) The Bid Security shall be deposited either in cash through e-payment gateway or
subimitted a5 Bank Guarantee bond from @ scheduled commercial bank af India of as
mendaned A berder docurments. V) For Jurlber esquiry, may conlact Divisional
Raibway Marager (Warks) Offica, Genlral Railway on phone, 02267455323, Wi} This
tender  comphes with Pablie Procurement Poficy Ordar 2007 dated 16-2-2097.
Complete dedsile of fendears. are available at the wabsite “wwwireps.govin™. The
compiete datadls of tenders are alao svailable i the "Motice Board” of the Divisionsal
Faibwey Manager (Works) Office, Mumbai CEMT. Open e-tender notice No.CR-

DRM(W)BE-2024-02 of 20.01.2024 e

I AR . hES
Download UTS APP for tickets
wr-.neiss S COm

For dabais visl wanw.inste. corm for (T-d], www isnderwizard comiRCTC
tor {1-3) ard eprocure.govinicpep & gem.gowin portal for (4). Teader
documant gownloading & parfigs |:-a1ll:|n CaEN |;|nI'.' ba done an

':‘n:lrr:-gnﬂ'luw.a.dl:l;'ﬂmlm if any, sh.all [ic) ;"I.Ibllsl'llbd nrrll_,- IRCTC = wihaibg

e ircic. |:-e;|-|1'| foir (=4}, m!nndmm comitRCTE for [1=3] ard
' o o

f"'ﬁ.:’ ﬂ.:n-:iﬂ‘h RCTC Lt 11 F":Hr 3

Conmatagd Patace, New Dalhi-

g-l:a.fnrln-g.]n:fe co.ln

&3 [-1* % Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

(Regd Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website: www.pspcl.in
Mobile No. 96461-18721

Tender Enquiry No. QW-320/PO-W Dated: 24.01.2024
Chief Engineer/Stores & Workshops Organization, Sarabha Nagar,
PSPCL, Ludhiana, invites E-tender of Repair of 3-phase, 50 cycles,
outdoor type, oil immersed, naturally cooled, Stack core type con-
struction, OWP Aluminium Wound Distribution Transformers (Type
Conventional) of capacity 63 KVA with voltage ratio 11/0.433 KV con-
forming to ISS: 2026 (with latest amendments, if any) and 1180 part-
1 (2014) complete with a first filling of oil conforming to 1SS:335/1993
(with latest amendments, if any)
Quantity = 15000 Nos.

For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 24.01.2024 from 1.30 P.M. onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online
at https://eprOC.punjab.gOV.in. C-78/24 31897/PB

@KHF Karnataka Co-Operative Milk
Producers’ Federation Limited

KMF Complex, Dr. M. H. Marigowda Road, Bangalore-560 029.
Phone : 26096832/910/922 Fax : 080-25536105

e-mail : purchase@kmf.coop

| IFT No.: KMFIPUR/Market-MaharashiralTender-608/20241Call2  Date: 30.01.2024
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through KPP Portal only)

The Karnataka Milk Federation, Bangalore invites tenders from
eligible tenderers for Transportation, warehousing and
Distribution service of Flavored milk in 200ml tetra brick packs
to the door step of ATP Dhule (Dhule District) & Toloda
{Nandurbar District) 64 ashram school Maharashtra State on
one year basis.

31.01.2024

06.02.2024 @ 15.00
PM EMF Co. Premises

09.02.2024 On or
before Up to 15.00 PM

12.02.2024 at 15:05 PM

Date of commencement of Tender

Pre-bid Meeting Date and Time

Last date for submission of Tender

Date of opening of Technical
Tender

After technical bid
verification

Date of opening of Commercial
Tender

Tender documents may be downloaded from e-Procurement
website hitps:/'kppp karnataka.gov.in. EMD and other details
can be seen inthe tender document.

For Karnataka Co-Op. Milk Federation Ltd.,
Sd/- DIRECTOR (PURCHASE)

ANDHEA PRADEESH INDUSTRIAL INFEASTRUCTUEE
CORPORATION LIMITED

(Govt. of Andhra Pradesh Undertaking)
ﬁ.F"IH: Tower, 310891 Floora, CEG-1, IT Park, At sriagar, Mangalagir, ©
Andhra Pradesh-522503, Website: www aplic in Phone: G863 - 1!-:'f-.’-HSI:I

APINC has proposed for Setting up of Bulk Drug park, Nakkapaill,

Guntur Disirict

Anakapalll District, Andbra Pradesh on EPC mode. The (ender
documants (Request for Proposal, Concession Agraement and Price
Bid) were submittad to Judicial Preview,

As a par of Judicial Preview and to ensure transparency, the tender
documents were placed in the public domain of Judicial Preview
website: www judiclalpreview.ap.gov.in on 31.01.2024 to inwite the
objections / suggestions from the general public and intending bidders.
The objections [ suggestions, if any, have (o be submitied (o the Judge,
Judicial Preview on or before 08.02.2024, 05.00 PM through Judicial
Preview official email apiudicialpreviewmgmail.com only. S

Mangalagiri, CHIEF ENGINEER -l

Date: 31.01.2024 APIC : Mangalagiri

Mahatma Phule Renewable Energy
. and Infrastructure Technology Limited
MAHAPREIT (Subsidiary of MPBCDC, 2 Government of Maharashtra undertaking)
NOTICE FOR INVITING REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

Mahatma Phule Renewable Energy & Infrastructure Technology
Limited (MAHAPREIT) invites Request for Proposal for Transfer
& Stamp Duty Administration Services, Custody and Fund
Accounting of MAHAPREIT Alternative Investment Fund (MAIF).
Interested agency/firms may submit their documents on or
before 15-02-2024 up to 03:00 PM. Details of the RFP can be
viewed at hitps://mahapreit.in

Executive Director (IT)

OFFICE OF THE MEDININAGAR
IPAL CORPORATION

MUNIC

e-mail :- municipalcouncil. mediminagari@gmail.com

Short Tender Notice (4™ Call)

Tender notice No:-UDHD/MMC/AMRUT2/63/2023-24
DATED: 31/01/2024

i5L%a, Ex ent I:Imn]umm Trate

g | Construcrion & It%juwn:aﬂurr of Kacharwa Dam |
| Wamg of work (Water Bodics) im ward so, 0%, Medininagar

| R Mumnkcipal Corporation.

S Estipnaded Cost T B 9BG A TS

il B Security B, 9,67 00 -

i 4l  Castof Docemen Reoonl- 000000 |

__5__—Iim-m|;-. i -.'-f"-'lu".-. i Momhs

b Bane OF Punlicifion LZ'I'TJJ“ 3 ‘I: 4 "'.T "I.IE' AM
il "rh*.l-. ufﬂulﬂ stisgin L |J-|J:~ E-T¢ 'IJJT g |||I S I |r.-||=-'id.l:|||]-,rs g fn
# Diafe Seart f}l'?lllﬂu SHI I.""’I,-l s -:I" u" ‘I'r.1 AT IO TH AM

|8 | Last Date Time Of Subeission Of Bids
| Prebid Mesting Date
11 Erate OF Bid Opemng

3
¢ Mame & Address OF Office Inviting Tender

ISR AT 0200 PM
TUD22074 AT 12:00 P
MDA AT 0300 M

Menicipal Comamizsicugr,
|  Medsninagar Municepal Coapomabon
Im '\,,.l'!l."l"h.[ '*--:1 I'J I" TECUrE gL '!}'Irlﬁv | \J-iﬂ‘.l'-i:-‘lj_‘ x-r':'l'J"-.v‘m & ﬂle’M*—"ﬂl
L I_-I__H_ Ipding M ‘-.. |n'|.'n.ri] [- Pr-.-.ur**n*m [ *‘I | S43NTERSHT. X Jit*inl'J"'hlfw-r-'-'h E'. del"’--‘i*Ilﬂ-I

MNote - Only Online tender 15 Permissible. S/
Municipal Commissioner

~Cum- Administrator
PR 317522 (District)23-24*D Medininagar Municipal Corporation

, CIDCO

WE MAKE CITIES

(¢

NOTICE INVITING BID

Appointment of Bank as a total solution provider
for all payments related to Marketing department.

CIDCO of Maharashtra Limited through the process of
e-tendering invites *On-ling” for "Appointment of Bank as
a total solution provider for all payments related ml
Marketing department.” (hereinafter referred to as "the
Prospective Bidder”).

1.Name of Work: Appointment of Bank as a total
solution provider for all payments related to
Marketing department. 2. C.A. No.: CIDCO/MM-
C/2022-23/01 3. E.M.D.: ¥1,00,000/- 4. Contract
Period: 36 Months 5. Bid Price: INR 5,900.00 (Rupees
Five Thousand Nine Hundred only) (Non Kefundable)
(Inclusive of 18% GST) (Rs.5000/- Bid cost + Rs.900/- for
18% GST)

Bid Document along with Bidding programme will be
available on the website https://mahatenders.gov.in
from 31.01.2024 a1 11.00 Hrs

Marketing Manager

(Commercial)
CIDCOIPRIS34/2023-24

|~T_3I-f‘\u' - Lipaess MH 1070 SGC-074574)
www.cidco.maharashira.gov.in

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
i 42 DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES,
! O/O THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
A-1362 - RENGALI RIGHT IRRIGATION CIRCLE, DHENKANAL
Email Id - adicerric@gmail.com

‘e’ Procurement Notice

The Additional Chief Engineer, Rengali Right Irrigation Circle, Dhenkanal on behalf
of the Governor of Odisha invites on line percentage rate bids in double cover systen
for construction of the works as detailed below:
1. - Construction of RCC Retaining wall en incomplete
Name of the work patches from RD 40565M to 48900M of GBC of Rengali
Right Irrigation Project, Dhenkanal.

2. Tender Cost -/ Rs. 621.32 lakh
3. Bid Document Cost :-/ Rs. 10,000.00 (on line)
4. Bid Security/EMD - Rs. 6, 21,400.00
5. Class of Contractor - ‘A’ Class & “Special” Class
6. Period of Completion - 12 (twelve) calendar months including monsoon
7. Other details are as follows;
Procurement Bid Availability of Tender | Date of Opening
Officer Identification On-line for bidding of Technical Bid
No. From | To (Cover-I)
~Additional Chief | ACERRICD-7 05.02.2024| 17.02.2024] 19.02.2024
Engineer, RRIC, 04/2023-24 10.00 AM| 5.30 PM 11.00 AM
Dhenkanal
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement porta
https://www.tendersodisha.gov.in. =~ Any addendum/ Corrigendum

Cancellation to the above notice will be published in the Govt. websitg
www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer Rengali
Right Irrigation Circle, Dhenkanal

MUMBAI SLUM IMPROVEMENT BOARD ﬁ
A REGIONAL UNIT OF By

H-“‘l

(MAHARASHTRA HOUSING AND AREA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY)
Tel. No. - 022-66405484, E-mail- eecityslum@gmail.com

e-TENDER NOTICE

EXECUTIVE Engineer (City) Division, Mumbai Slum
Improvement Board, (Unit of MHADA) Room No. 539, 4th
floor, Griha Nirman Bhavan, Bandra (East), Mumbai
400 051, Phone Number (022) 66405484 is inviting Open
Regular e-Tender for the 29 number of works in the form ofI
B-1 (Percentage rate) from the Registered contractors in
the corresponding appropriate class of contractor or any
Govt./Semi Govt. organisation, via online e-tendering|
system. The Detailed Tender Notice & Tender Documents
shall be available & can be downloaded from Government
of Maharashtra portal https://mahatenders.gov.in,
Bidding documents can be loaded on the web site. The
tender Document sale start on dated 02.02.2024, 1.00 pm.
to Document sale end date 09.02.2024, 5.35 pm.
Corrigendum / Amendments if any could be published
only on the https://mahatenders.gov.in web site. The
Competent Authority reserves the right to reject any or all
the tenders without assigning any reason thereof,.
Conditional offers will not be accepted.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer (City),
CPRO/A/122 M. S | B Board, Mumbai

MHADA - Leading Housing Authority in the Nation

OIPR-32516/11/0006/2324
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BENGALURU FC SIGN POOJARY

Bengaluru: Bengaluru FC, on Wednesday, announced the
signing of defender Nikhil Poojary on a deal that keeps the
India international with the Blues till the end of the 2027-28

season. PTI

BRIEFLY -

Shaw declared
fit, to play Raniji
Trophy for Mumbai

Mumbai: Opening batsman Prithvi
Shaw has been cleared for fitness by the
National Cricket Academy (NCA) in
Bengaluru and will play Mumbai’s next
Ranji Trophy game
against Bengal in
Kolkata from
February 2. Shaw
has been on the
sidelines because of
a knee injury and
% will be playing a
competitive game after six months.
Shaw had injured his knee in August
while playing a one-day game for
Northamptonshire. He was in fine
touchafter making 244 and 125 notout
before injury struck. “He has been de-
clared fit and can take part in the Ranji
Trophy games. The BCCI has informed
the MCA (Mumbai Cricket Association)
about it,” a BCCI official confirmed.
Shaw has been batting in the practice
nets at the NCA in Bengaluru. An MRI
had revealed that Shaw had grade-II
tear of posterior cruciate ligament.
Shaw has played five Tests, six ODIs and
one T20L DEVENDRA PANDEY

Jay Shah appointed
ACC chairman

New Delhi: Indian Cricket Board (BCCI)
secretary Jay Shah was on Wednesday
appointed as the president of the Asian
Cricket Council for a third consecutive
term. Shah's exten-
sion was proposed
by the Sri Lanka
Cricket president
Shammi Silva for
the second time
and the nomina-
tion was unanimously backed by all the
members of the ACC at its annual gen-
eral meeting. Shah assumed therolein
January 2021, succeeding Bangladesh
Cricket Board President Nazmul
Hassan. "lam grateful to the ACC Board
for their continued trust. We must re-
main committed to ensuring the all-
round development of the sport witha
special focus onregions where it is still
inits infancy, " Shah said. PTI

PKL: PatnaPirates tie
with Bengaluru Bulls

Patna: PatnaPirates shared points with
the Bengaluru Bulls in a thrilling 28-28
tie during their Pro Kabaddi League
meeting here on Wednesday. Sandeep
Kumar (14 raid points) and Ankit (8
tackle points) were the star performers
for the hosts. The Pirates had two re-
views go their way and appeared to be
walking away with a victory before
Bharat came off the bench for the Bulls
and landed a running hand touch on
Krishan Dhull in the penultimate raid
to tie the scores. Pirates became only
the second side to remain unbeaten in
their home leg this season, along with
the Jaipur Pink Panthers. PTI

Sheoran bags ISSF
World Cup bronze

Cairo: Paris Olympic quota winner Akhil
Sheoran won his second career individ-
ual ISSFWorld Cup stage medal, clinch-
ing the men's 50m rifle 3 positions
bronze here on Wednesday. Akhil shot
451.8 inthe eight-man45-shot final, af-
ter qualifying in second place with a
score of 589. The seasoned ]iri
Privratsky of the Czech Republic won
gold with462.9, while France's Romain
Aufrere bagged silver after finishing
with460.5. The effort meant that India
concluded their engagements at the
season opening World Cup stage with
medals of every colour. PTI

PLATE GROUP RUN FEST

Film director’s son scripts dream run, scores 5 tons

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

IN VIDHU Vinod Chopra's movie '12th Fail,’
there is a song "Restart” that plays every
time the protagonists Manoj Sharma
(Vikrant Massey) and Gauri bhaiya
(Anshuman Pushkar) fail to crack the UPSC
exam. Although the song was written al-
most a year before Agni Dev Chopra made
the switch from Mumbai to Mizoram, he
feels a connection to the song from the
movie directed by his father.

"There is a connection now but the song
was written a year before I moved to
Mizoram. I moved to Mizoramin 2023. But
that line is applicable everywhere in life,"
he tells The Indian Express.

Agni, son of filmmaker Vidhu Vinod and
journalist Anupama Chopra, has scored five
centuries in four games in the Plate Group,
including 105 and 101 in the last game

cpsper R~ =5

Rajat Patidar and
Sarfaraz Khan played
the traditional version
but others tried the
reverse sweep too

VENKATAKRISHNAB
VISAKHAPATNAM, JANUARY 31

AT TEN minutes to 3 pm, Rajat Patidar finally
walked out of the temporary canopies that
were placed near the practice arena, which sits
about 100 metres from the main playing arena
at the Visakhapatnam stadium. With Rohit
Sharma, Yashavi Jaiswal, Shubman Gill,
Kuldeep Yadav batting ahead of him, Patidar
had sat alone for an hour-and-half with his
thigh pads on, paying close attention toIndia’s
top three.

Even Washington Sundar, who was only
drafted into the squad after Ravindra Jadeja
and KLRahul were out injured, would comein
and straightaway have a go at the nets. It re-
mains to be seenif Sundar gets the nod ahead
of Patidar. As the clock kept ticking, Patidar
would start tapping a ball, presumably enjoy-
ing the sound. A little later, Sarfaraz Khan and
Saurabh Kumar - two other players who
joined for the second Test here in
Visakhapatnam, would join him after inquir-
ing whether his turn was over. With the
weather a tad hot, Jasprit Bumrah, Axar Patel,
Washington and Jaiswal would seek shelter
for a few minutes when the captain Rohit
walked up. After gently chiding Jaiswal for re-
laxing and asking Sarfaraz and Saurabh to join
the rest, Rohit had a short discussion with
Patidar before the latter headed for his first out-
ing of the day.

Awaiting him were R Ashwinand Axarand
Patidar would dish out five sweeps of the first
six deliveries he faced. A few deliveries later,
the paddle-sweep came out, before a couple
more sweeps materialised - front and behind
square. This would continue for a while before
he switched to an adjacent net, where he faced
Ashwin exclusively, sweeping him almost
every ball he faced. Only the odd ball was
played with a vertical bat.

Much later, alongside Mohammad Siraj,
Sarfaraz entered the batting nets to face
Kuldeep and Washington.

He has been primarily in the squad for
his sweep-shot prowess and because he is
strong square of the wicket. Unlike Patidar,
he didn’t deploy the sweep as much, in-
stead allowing the ball to come in and
working around to the leg-side.
Intermittently, he would employ the sweep
shots, and his version was the most power-
ful among all Indian batsmen who had a hit
on Wednesday.

The reverse-and-conventional sweeps, two
shots which were missing inIndia’s arsenal as
England spinners targeted them with a stump-
to-stump line, came out in full at the practice
session. Only Patidar and Sarfraz didn’t dabble
with the reverse; the rest did.

The disappearance or rather the reluctance
of the current set of Indian batsmen to play the
sweep has been a big mystery. Most of the cur-
rent crop prefer tolargely play from the crease.
Acouple like Jaiswal and Rohit like to advance.
But the reluctance to use the sweep shot on
low surfaces makes them live dangerously.
Ollie Pope showed them the value of the re-
verse sweep in Hyderabad.

And with a similar pitch expected in this
coastal city for the second Test, India showed
refreshing signs of practising the sweep. There
were signs of it coming, especially when India’s
batting coach Vikram Rathour spoke before
the training session that while the reverse-
sweep wasn't something their batsmen could
master overnight, the conventional sweep re-
mained a definite option.

“You need to be prepared for that by
practising it. If you add more shots to your
game, it's always beneficial. We played tra-
ditionally. We can keep doing that, and if
we can add more shots and score through
the square of the wicket, that's always an
addition,” Rathour said.

against Meghalaya

The 25-year-old has piled up 767 runs
in four matches, with an astonishing aver-
age 0f 95.87. Agni's first love was cricket and
not movies. "When [ was seven or eight, |
started playing cricket. I was not passion-
ate about films. Nepotism does exist in the
film industry. I am not talking about just ac-
tors but also as a producer. My father could
have got me an entry pass, but my heart was
never in it," Agni told The Indian Express.

Agni taking up cricket surprised his fa-
ther, who loves the game and has produced
"Ferrari Ki Sawaari," a movie on cricket.

"My dad used to say ye kiska beta hai,
mera beta toh nahi ho sakta (Whose son is
this, he is certainly not mine)."

But the director-producer father keenly
follows his son's cricket career and even
asks him about shot selection.

"He does ask 'why did you play that
shot, how can you get out like this? The
thing about cricket is that everyone is a
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India bring out the sweep, reverse sweep

Shreyas Iyer practises at the nets in Visakhapatnam ahead of the second Test starting on Friday.

BCCl/Twitter

Dravid keeps a close eye on Gill

Forabatsmanwhois struggling forrunsin
red-ball cricket and his spot no longer safe
when Virat Kohli comes back for the third Test,
Gill had an extensive session. Among the first
batch of batsmen to take guard at the nets, Gill
started off by facing the throwdown special-
ists,who troubled him at times. Later, he played
a few attractive shots to the spinners though
there was this one moment that led Dravid to
move close to him for a better look. It came
when Axar deceived him in the flight and hit
the top of off stump with Gill still on the move.
Dravid headed across, positioned himself right
behind Gill, with the proceedings being cap-
tured onacamera. With Dravid suggesting him
to go forward, Gill would then take long strides
to defend and after a 45-minute session, he
would take his helmet and head towards some
shade, but only to change his gloves and go
back to facing Ashwin.

Pitch for 2nd Test:

Slow turner on cards

HAVING RESORTED to rank turners
thelast time England went 1-Oup,inthe
2021 tour, all eyes are firmly on how
India would respond this time.
However, all things in Visakhapatnam
pointout to the pitch for the second Test
beginning on Friday, being another slow
turner, similar towhat wasrolled out at
Hyderabad. If the pitch for the first Test
had turn from Day 1, it may not be the
case here. With Visakhapatnam being
on the coastal stretch and temperature
being warmer than what it was in
Hyderabad, the pitch remained under
covers for most part of the day. But not
before it was watered and a heavy roller
was used. There is a slight layer of grass
in patches, but that is hardly going to
matter ona pitch thatlooks brown. Like
most parts of the country, thisoneis a
black soil surface and watering it two
days ahead of the Test means it will not
crumble as much, thus leading to less
sharp turn. “Itis difficult to predict. It will
turn, may not be from the first day, but
eventually it will turn,” said India’s bat-
ting coach Vikram Rathour.

VENKATAKRISHNAB

Agni Dev Chopra has scored 767 runsin
four matches. Special arrangement

coach. Everybody knows cricket more than
the cricketer does," Agni said.

The bowling attack in Plate Group isn't
of the same quality as the Elite Groups but
Agni, 25, was an accomplished junior bats-

Is Kuldeep capable of taming the
Bazballers in Vlsakhapatnam?

SANDIPG
JANUARY 31

IT WAS not Kuldeep Yadav’s turn to bowl. But
he jumped the line; the shy and starstruck net-
bowler whose turn it was did not raise an ob-
jection. The ball before, loopy and landing on
good-length, his teammate and the hottest
young batting talent in the country Rinku
Singh had thunder-bolted Kuldeep over his
head, the ball whistling into the distance like an
arrow. Kuldeep wanted to serve revenge hot,
evenif it was only a routine net session on the
eve of Uttar Pradesh’s Ranji Trophy encounter
with Kerala in Alappuzha a fortnight ago.

The haste did not ruffle him. With short,
busy strides, he took off, watched keenly by
head coach Sunil Joshi and a handful of stu-
dents who had bunked the class to watch
Kuldeep. Rinku hunkered down and uncoiled
his body for the reverse sweep, but before he
could bring his bat down fully across from leg
side towards the off side, the ball crashed onto
his forearm. Rinku smiled sheepishly, the
crowd gasped in shock. It was not justa staple
quicker one, but one that was seemingly 25kph
faster than his regular pace.

There was a time when the left-arm wrist
spinner was considered too slow; hereisatime
when he could bowl with the pace he whims.
The next ball was considerably slower—more
classical in rendition—drifted away from Rinku
and spun back a trifle, which Rinku, shedding
adventure, defended stoutly on the back-foot.
Joshi would advise him to bowl a yard fuller.
He would demonstrate it to him toowith ade-
liciously flighted ball. The latter is attentive to
details, and Kuldeep in receiving the wisdom
of a craftsman of the spin-art. Kuldeep would
correct his length. Joshi is content.

“For a spinner; it's the length that matters
more than the line. You can play around with
the lines, but cannot compromise with the
lengths. All great spinners have had absolute
mastery over their lengths. It has been the most
important aspect of his bowling we have been
working on, and the reason he has been suc-
cessful of late,” Joshi says.

Agni taking up cricket surprised
his father, who loves the game
and has produced "Ferrari Ki
Sawaari," a movie on cricket.

man. He has led the Mumbai Under-19
team and was Mumbai's leading run-getter
in 2019-20 CK Nayudu Trophy with 760
runs, including a double hundred.

In the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy, he
scored a 45-ball 76 against a Jammu and
Kashmir attack that comprised Umran
Malik, Yudvir Singh, Rasikh Salam and Abid
Mushtaq. All of them with an IPL contract.

"I remember my 201. It was against
Bengal in Under-23s at Dadoji Kondadev
Stadium. It was a turner. I would have been
dropped if I hadn't scored in that game. In
the first three games, [ had only scored a fifty.
[t was make or break for me," he recalled.

Kuldeep Yadav. Reuters

From plunging the depths of despair dur-
ing the lockdown, he resurfaced as one half of
India’s potent spin pair (with Jadeja) in the
World Cup. Now, with Jadeja injured for the
2nd Test, he could return to the longer format
after 14 months. His Test career has beenatale
of scattered appearances—eight outings in
seven years, despite an impressive tally of 34
wickets atanaverage of 21, striking once every
37th ball, a four or more wickets in third in-
nings. Evenin his last Test--against Bangladesh
in Chattogram--he snared eight wickets. But
in the era of India's most prolific spin pair--
Jadeja and R Ashwin--the dilemma of selec-
tors is understandable.

For a long time, he was their understudy.
Then during his downtime came along Axar
Patel, whose superior batting numbers thrust
him back to the domestic grind. “But he has
made good use of it, picked up the pieces and
fought back to the team. He has developed
more control, got fitter and is confident of get-
ting wickets. For a spinner that is important,
confidence.Isee noreason why he can’tbe suc-
cessful in Tests. He has the confidence, the
hunger and the variations,” points out Joshi.

Whereas he seemed restrained about un-
leashing his full repertoire of trickery in the
World Cup, at the nets and later in the match,
he was the twinkle-eyed trickster that swal-
lowed Steve Smith and Co in Dharamsala to
hand India a series-winning victory. On a sur-
face that was not the spinner’s best friend, he

spun the ball both ways to the right hander.
The stock ball was the one that snakes back to
the right-hander, but it is the one that breaks
away that enhances his potency.

“Itisareally difficult ball for the right-han-
der to negotiate if it's turning,. It’s difficult to
read him off his hands, and if you depend on
reading him off the pitch, the ball can really
surprise you,” explains Joshi, who has beenin-
volved in his comeback journey, first at the NCA
and then with the Uttar Pradesh team.

By being a left-arm wrist-spinner alone
Kuldeep offers a different proposition. The an-
gles and trajectories he treads are different; as
are his release points and lengths. Rare as his
tribe is, most batsmen are unaccustomed to
his ways. That's not all. The variations are eye-
watering—thereis the stock ball that comesin
to the right-handed batsmen, the wrong one,
the flipper, and the quicker that beat Rinku to
the reverse-sweep. He could be the antidote
to reverse-sweep-happy England batsmen.
Now that he has conquered the art of modulat-
ing pace without any changes in variations, he
could reclaim his stakes with the red ball.

But the biggest gift, Joshi emphasises, is his
ability to turn the ball. “It's what spinners are
supposed todo, aren't they? But notall can turn
the ball on any surface. Kuldeep can, whether
itis a turner or not, and that makes him really
special,” says Joshi.

Besides, the Bazballers have not yet been
tested by a quality wrist-spinner in their march.
It's worth noting though that Abrar Ahmed did
grab 17 wickets at an average of 27 in Pakistan
two years ago. Pakistan’s second highest
wicket-taker too was a leg-spinner, Zahid
Mahmood, who though leaked nearly seven
runs an over. Wrist-spin is an old weakness of
England, one that Ben Stoke’s gung-ho group
has not countered much in their march.

He is no stranger to them, though chiefly
with the white ball in hand. He had harassed
them so much in the white-ball series in 2018
that Joe Root and Jonny Bairstow sought the
help of a specially-designed bowling machine
Merlyn to help them out. The next game, he
nailed them both and he would quip: “The ma-
chine doesn’t have hands or fingers.”

in 4 Ranji Trophy games

However, he couldn't break into the
Ranji Trophy team.

"In July, Mizoram had trials at the
National Cricket Academy. I went for the
trial and I was lucky enough to be picked. It
was tough to leave my city but this was the
best opportunity to play in the List A and
first-class cricket,"” Agni said.

Agni also had injury setbacks, a freak
one two years ago saw him miss nearly
three months of cricket.

"A week before the Under-25 tourna-
ment, [ was fielding at slips in a club match
and a ball landed in front of me and I tried
to catchitbutit was alittle too far. The ball
hit me on the ring finger of my right hand.
My nail had broken from the middle. I was
out for two-and-a-half months," Agni said.

Two of his close friends, also cricketers,
Arjun Tendulkar and Test capped Shubman
Gill helped him cope during the difficult
period. "Arjun and I have grown up to-
gether. We have played pretty much every

age group together. Both of them have had
injury setbacks too. When I couldn't move
my finger at all  was wondering how [ was
going to hold my bat or catch or bowl. They
made me understand that it is something
(injuries) that you can't control and it is just
part of the game,"” Agni said.

In 2019, Agni made the big decision to
move out of his parents' home. He moved
in with Khushpreet Singh Aulakh, Gill's
trainer. Khushpreet felt that it would do
Agni a world of good if he moved out of his
comfort zone. Agni said shifting homes
helped him grow as a person. "I moved out
because everything was too easy, and com-
fortable, everything was on a platter. I was
becoming too laidback.

Agni is pragmatic and does not want to
get carried away because of his run-scor-
ing spree for Mizoram. “Yes, I have scored
five centuries but it doesn't matter if we
won't be able to qualify for the Elite, that's
the aim."
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Pairs eyeing Paris

Ashwini-Tanisha are ahead of Treesa-Gayatri in the qualification race, as they face off in Bangkok

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

AFTER NOT having a single representative
at the Tokyo Olympics, women's doubles
badminton in India is entering an exciting
final phase of Paris qualification. Two pairs
are in the fray, battling it out against each
other in a topsy-turvy race. Ashwini
Ponnappa and Tanisha Crasto, who only
started playing together a year back, re-
cently overtook Gayatri Gopichand and
Treesa Jolly in the Race to Paris list.

On Thursday in Bangkok, there will be a
round-of-16 clash between the two Indian
pairs at the Thailand Masters Super 300
that promises to be an intriguing chapter
in this race.

Ashwini and Tanisha currently hold the
edge, occupying the 11th qualification spot
among 16 pairs that will qualify for Paris.
Treesa and Gayatri are trying to mount a
comeback after a less-than-ideal finish to
2023 where the latter was managing anin-
jury and results simply didn't fall their way.
Whoever wins this second official meet-
ing, is bound to get a shot in the arm. But
all of them insist they will be happy for
whoever qualifies ultimately.

"They are also playing well at the mo-
ment, and if any of us go to Paris, it will be
a proud moment for India," Treesa, 20, said
during the India Open. "We didn't have any
women's doubles representation from
India at the Tokyo Olympics. They are also
working really hard, anyone goes it is fine,
we will be happy for them. From our side,
we need to play good matches and pull off
good results in the next few tournaments,
that's the aim. Every match, whether we
win or lose, we are taking the learnings
from it, there is a lot of improvement and
experience we need to get."

"Likewise (we'd be happy if either gets
to Paris)," said the veteran Ashwini, 34.
"They are a strong pair, we definitely learn
a lot from their matches. At the end of the
day, it'd likely be them or us and it'd be
great to see an Indian pair qualify for the
Olympics. We are all fighting."

On the court and off it, the two pairs are
quite contrasting. Treesa and Gayatri have
been playing together on the tour since
2021, and are largely conventional in the
sense that there is a steadiness about them.
Treesa is the aggressor, the backcourt en-

Agarwal shares
positive update
after mid-flight
health scare

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JANUARY 31

CRICKETER MAYANK Agarwal has given a
medical update about himself, a day after
he needed to be
rushed to a hospi-
tal in Agartala.

The Karnataka
Ranji Trophy team
captain fell sick on
board a New
Delhi-bound
flight on Tuesday,
while on his way
to Surat for
Karnatak’s next
fixture.

It was learnt
that Agarwal had apparently consumed a
liquid a pouch in front of him thinking it to
be water.

Thatled to him having swelling and ul-
cers in his mouth.

Agarwal, who has played 21 Tests for
India, had led Karnataka to a 29-run vic-
tory over Tripura Tripura at the Maharaj Bir
Bikram Stadium in Agartala, which started
on January 26 and ended on Jan 29.

In his absence, vice-captain Nikin Jose
is likely to take over the Karnataka team’s
captaincy in the next match.

The team is slated to take on Railways
in Surat in a Ranji Trophy game starting
from February 2.

Sharing two photographs of himself ly-
ing on a hospital bed, Agarwal posted the
caption: “I am feeling better now. Gearing
to comeback. Thank you for prayers, love
and support, everyone!”

While itis not yet ascertained what was
in the pouch, Agarwal has lodged a formal
complaint with the police, who are now in-
vestigating the matter.

“(Mayank) while sitting on a flight saw
a pouch in front of him and thinking of it
as water, drank it. He had swelling and ul-
cers in his mouth.

“His condition is normal, and his vitals
are stable. His manager has made a com-
plaint. We are registering the complaint
and will investigate the matter,” Kiran
Kumar K, Superintendent of Police of West
Tripura, told PTI.

IndiGo Airlines issued a press release to
address the incident.

“IndiGo flight 6E 5177 operating from
Agartala to Delhi returned to origin due to
a medical emergency onboard.

“The passenger was off-loaded and was
rushed to the hospital for further medical
assistance. The aircraft took off again for its
destination at 1620h,” it read.
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Tanisha Crasso (L), 20, partners the experienced 34-year-old former Worlds bronze medallist Ashwini Ponappa. BAI

forcer, while Gayatri is the touch specialist
from the front court. They are the same age,
there is a bit of ice-and-fire in their ap-
proach to the game with Treesa being the
fiery element and Gayatri, 20, maintaining
a largely unruffled persona.

On the other hand, Ashwini and
Tanisha, 20, bring more collective energy.
Their movement on the court can often be
chaotic, but both of them are good enough
to take up any position, and it makes them
potent. They have played together just for
a year and have battled it out at the lower-
level tournaments on the World Tour to
build up their understanding and rhythm.

Purely on technique and aesthetics, the
pair of 20-year-olds should be favourites,
but what Ashwini and Tanisha have going
for them is momentum, fitness, and a
whole lot of experience that the 34-year-
old brings to the table. In fact, Ashwini and
Tanisha are a rare duo on the tour in that
there is a 14-year age differential between
them. Most of the top pairs in the world at

the moment are barely separated in that
respect.

"That's what makes us a unique pair,"
Tanisha said. "I really don't think there
looks like there is a huge difference on the
court, didi is still one of the hardest hitters
in the world and she is at least bringing me
to that level. In fact, I feel she is more agile
than me at times, she is all over the court.”

For Ashwini, a reset this late in her ca-
reer has brought about a new perspective
and she is feeding off the youngster's un-
bridled enthusiasm. It makes her feel
younger. "Partnering with someone who is
just 20 and starting off, is very exciting,"
Ashwini, who won the World
Championships bronze with Jwala Gutta in
2011, said.

'l see things from a different perspec-
tive, | have been playing for along time, and
then when [ see how she approaches
events, she is excited. Like Malaysia Open
was her first Super 1000 and her first tour-
nament in Malaysia. [ have played there for

Forest-dweller from Siddi
tribe hopes to emulate Sushil

SHIVANINAIK
PUNE, JANUARY 31

BEFORE SHE joined a sports hostel for
wrestling, Leena Antho Siddi, one amongst 11
children but her father’s favourite, would be
thrilled when she heard someone in the neigh-
bourhood or extended family was getting mar-
ried. She loved wedding invites because it was
a legitimate reason to leave their dwelling in
the forests of Haliyal taluk of Karnataka’s Uttara
Kannada district, and eat to their heart’s con-
tent at the feasts.

“My father would take us along sowe could
have a proper meal, after days. His struggle in
my regard ended whenIjoined a sports hostel
where Iwas fed well. When he watched Sushil
Kumar win the Beijing Olympics bronze, he
had decided that his next-born would join
wrestling, compete at the Olympics,and never
go hungry. Now I winvillage dangals and earn
enough to feed my family,” says the happy
68kg freestyle wrestler, who missed out on
bronze at the suspended WFI's senior
Nationals in Pune, but remains undaunted in
pursuing her career.

The family subsisted on tilling tiny patches
of land, and struggled because their forest
dwellings were not considered their own.
“Whatever we grow on the farm as labour, we
have to share with people whose land itis. We
don’t own any land. It's why marriage feasts
were looked forward to because income was-
n’tsteady,” she recalls.

“Earlier people from the Siddi community
didn’tleave the jungles, because we felt unwel-
come. But after joining sports, I travel every-
where comfortably.Idon’t feel like the odd one
out because even I'm a wrestler,” says the 22-
year-old Leena, possibly the first female from
the community to take up wrestling.
“Watching me, other girls from Siddi houses
have started getting into wrestling too.”

India’s efforts at engaging with the Siddi
community - with lineage from north Africa
and spread over Kerala, Karnataka, Konkan,
Goa and Gujarat - and draw them into sport
are age-old. The experiment to tap into their
presumed athletic genes is not new either, but
sports administrators either never persisted,
or simply moved on without giving a thought
to how they could make sport enjoyable for the
Siddis rather than just mining their abilities for
medals. Many Siddi pehelwans from
Karnataka trained in Kolhapur in the 1970s and
80s, thoughitdidn’'t make life easy for Leena, a
rare girl smitten by the sport.

Her father loves kabaddi and kushti, but
wasn't always welcomed by local clubs. “He
loves these two sports. And when Sushil came
back to win a medal through repechage in
2008, he was very inspired. It became a story of
courage and comeback that he told us children,
starting from 2008 to the 2012 silver, adding a
lot of details like in a fairytale. He decided that
even his daughter would compete at the
Olympics like Sushil,” she recalls. So Leena was

Leena Antho Siddi.

on her way to train in mud pits while only in
(Class 5.

At first, she hated it. And kept asking her-
self why she had to be there, fighting dangals
in front of 100s of people staring at her, making
her conscious of her thick cropped curls.

“We were very reluctant to leave our forests
and come out. You have to understand we look
different. Hum alag hai. People stare. They say;,
‘veh baal kaise hai (look at their hair).’ It’s not
nice when people look at you oddly. That's why
we never came out,” she explains.

Fluent in Hindji, English, Konkani, Marathi
and Kannada, Leena says, wrestling had her
heart at first sight, but competing drove her to
tears. Her neighbourhood kids joined kabaddi
teams, but going out there all alone with every-
one watching was a matter of dread for her.

“I'd think main kyu aayi idhar (Why did I
come here)? People would taunt me saying
‘tere baal dekh, solfeltbad. My father and coach
would explain that no matter what anyone
says, you continue fighting and winning. Just
don’tlisten. They would tell me stories of how
Sushil pehelwan didn’t bother about anyone
saying anything, and I'd watch his videos on
loop.Ilove how he stealthily attacks. His tech-
nique was amazing,” Leena explains.

As she persisted, she started winning vil-
lage dangals, and earning money to sustain her
family. “With sport, I'll be able to get a job and
make a living. All the awkwardness is in the
past. Now I tell myself, people respect me and
are glued to watching what I do in a fight, not
because I look different.” Leena’s love for
wrestling went beyond making money atdan-
gals. “Iwanted to improve on my weaknesses.
I have strength like Sushil pehelwan, but my
technique has to get better,” she says. Her foot
speed isn’t bad either, but there’s a naivete in
her technique that will need smartening,

The Karnataka wrestler would lose to even-
tual 68kg champion Diksha Malik of Delhi,and
run out of ideas in the bronze medal match
against Vedantika of Maharashtra.

so many years, and when I see her come for
the first time, it is very exciting. For me, it's
great that I get to share that experience
with her as well as learn a lot from the en-
ergy she brings to the court. It keeps me go-
ing and gives me that buzz."

Itis also not lost on Ashwini that for the
first time in a while, India have two pairs
in women's doubles pushing each other.
"There has been a decade's gap where we
didn't have a strong second pair. And now
we have two good pairs from India, which
is a big change. Ideally we need more, but
it's nice to see the next rung of doubles
players are already here,” she said.

Mutual admiration aside, the match in
Bangkok will indicate whether Treesa-
Gayatri have the fight in them to return to
the form they showed in early 2022 and
2023 with back-to-back All England semi-
finals that made the world sit up and take
notice.

Because on the other side of the court,
Ashwini-Tanisha will bring the heat.

‘Experience has been
great... but we are in
Pakistan for a purpose’

NAMIT KUMAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 31

AN INDIAN tennis team has travelled to
Pakistan for the Davis Cup for the first time
in 60 years, for the upcoming World Group
1 playoff tie to be played on the grass courts
of Islamabad between February 3-4. But
given the tight security cover that has been
granted to them, they are yet to experience
the atmosphere of the city or
judge the reception they will
receive from the people.

"The experience has
been great so far but we
have been under very strict
security conditions,"
Zeeshan Alj, India coach and
captain for the tie, told The
Indian Express over the
phone from Islamabad. "We
went from the airport to the hotel, and then
to the practice venues and back to the ho-
tel. We have not been moving around the
city and have not gotten a chance to inter-
act with anyone. What we have seen so far
has been fabulous, the hotel is catering to
our needs and the food is great. Can't ex-
pect more, really.”

Sporting ties have been frosty between
the two countries due to geopolitical ten-
sions - when India were scheduled to play
a Davis Cup tie in Pakistan in 2019, the tie
was moved to the neutral venue of Nur-
Sultan, Kazakhstan; India's request for the
same was denied this year. It remains rare
for an Indian sports team or group of ath-
letes to tour the country.

However, given the circumstances, the
Pakistan Sports Board (PSB) have ensured
a security cover usually reserved for heads
of state for the Indian contingent, limiting
their movement around the city. A dinner
held at the Indian Consulate on Wednesday
will be the team’s first outing away from
the hotel and practice venue.

Ali says that the group is aware of the
novelty of being able to play in Pakistan,
and that the sporting rivalry between the
two countries has resonance back home.
But the team needs no extra motivation
than the simple fact that they are playing
in the Davis Cup for the country.

"We were aware of the security meas-

ures beforehand, so we came prepared.
This has no impact on the players mentally.
I know that, in some ways, this is a historic
tie since we are coming here for the Davis
Cup for the first time in 60 years.

“All of us are aware of that history and
what that means. A match like this does not
really happen very often.

“But at the same time, we are not here
to sightsee, we are here with a purpose. The
focus remains on winning the tie for India
this weekend and if we can
experience a good (atmos-
phere), that's a plus.”

"India and Pakistan may
not be playing much, but in-
dividually, the players are in
contact with each other on
the tour, and some of the
Pakistani players have played
in India as well. So, again, this
is not a new experience for
them," Ali added.

Among the familiar faces in the Pakistan
camp are veterans Ageel Khan and Aisam-
ul-Haq Qureshi. Qureshi, the 43-year-old
doubles specialist who could feature in sin-
gles too, has a bigger connection with India,
once reaching the men's doubles final of
the 2010 US Open alongside Rohan
Bopanna.

While speaking during an Idea
Exchange with The Indian Express back in
2021, Qureshi lamented the breakdown of
sporting ties between the two countries.

"Itis disappointing that for political rea-
sons, these things are not happening and
sports are getting affected.

“Sports and arts, that's the beauty about
it that we don’t rate people because of the
culture or religion or which country they
belong from. And it should be left like that,”
he had said. “For me, it’s disappointing that
Indians can’t come to Pakistan to play, or
Pakistanis can’t go to India to play either.”

With their top-ranked singles players -
Sumit Nagal and Sasikumar Mukund - opt-
ing out of the tie, and Bopanna retiring
from Davis Cup duty after India’s win over
Morocco in Lucknow last year, India will
field a second-string team, led by World
No.461 Ramkumar Ramanathan and dou-
bles specialists N Sriram Balaji, Yuki
Bhambri, and Saketh Myneni. Niki
Poonacha is also in the squad.
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