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Licensing issues are disrupting content consumption in social

media and streaming platforms
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o ‘MS, OpenAl Plan $100b 5upercomputer Project’

DeepDiveP4&s GETTING FUTURE-READY Biggest Al supercomputer Stargate, which will be bUI it as part nf data centre project, is likely to be launched in 2028
¥ Who Moved My Monuments? S be 100 times more costly than so- en $30,000 and $40,000,

Origi ver euters me of the biggest existing data Microsoft had alsoannounced a
e Lt il centres, citing people involved in Data safe T\r.ru COs are duo of custom-designed compu-
EmThe 15 SeatsBJPisEyeingin Microsoft and OpenAl are wor- private conversations about the House n th"? middle ting chips in November last year.
South king on plans for a data centre proposal. g of third The report said the new project

projectthat couldcostasmuchas  The proposed US-based super- Microsoft, OpenAl phase would be designed to work with
sunday Chatter P G $100 billion and include an artifi- computer would be the biggest in are looking to build chips from different suppliers.
cial intelligence supercomputer a series the companies are loo- supercamputers over Stargate, the "We are always planning for the
M Is that a Subtle Sulk Growing on called "Stargate” set to launch in  king to build over the next six ye-  the next 6 years biggest one, | designed to next generation of infrastructu-
the Face of ‘The Happiest Nation 2028, The Information reported ars,thereportadded. = will be rolled | work with re innovations needed to conti-
on Earth™? on Friday. The Information attributed the Supercomputers out in 5th chips from nue pushing the frontierof Alca-
OpenAl did not immediatelyre- tentative cost of $100 billion to a have been i pability" a Microsoft spokesper-
= IS the Critic H[rung or Right? spond to Reuters' requests for personwhospoke to Altmanabo- E spread across M ggg;g o E:jfégﬁnrts son said in an emailed statement
Neither, Dear Film Fan mmmjtltﬁ utitandaperson whohas vitewed @@ phases e to Reuters. The SI}DE?SDETSDH did
Rapid adoption of generative some of Microsoft's initial cost el -1 not comment directly on the re-
a:n:rqﬂﬁgﬂ'ﬁ i Hesl Dev artificial intelligence technolo- estimates. [t did not identify tho- 4| = port about the planned launch of
gy has led to sky-rocketing de- sesources. be launched aro- 2 third phase of the fi- said. the Stargate supercomputer.
-I- ht - mand for Al data centrescapable Altman and Microsoft have wund 2026, accor- ve-phase plan, with a Al chips are often sold at high  Expenses for the plan could ex-
EC ﬂnlc P 8 of handlingmoreadvancedtasks spread the supercomputers ding to the re- significant portion of prices. Chip company Nvidia ceed§$115billion, morethantriple
® The Marvel of DPI's Expanding than traditimm_l data centres. across five phases, Wif_h Starga@e port. . the cost for _the next EEQ .Je_nsen Huang told CNBC J!vlicms_nﬂ:‘s ex peqdi[um last year
Universe The Information reported that as the fifth phase, Microsoft is  Microsoft and [._ two phases involving earlier in March that the latest on capital spending for servers,
Microsoft would likely finance workingonasmaller,fourth-pha- OpenAlareinthe acquiring the needed "Blackwell" B200 artificial intel- buildings and other equipment,
v’ the project, which is expected to  se supercomputer for OpenAlto middle of the . Al chips, the report ligencechipwill bepriced betwe- thereportstated.
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®Go Softon Eggs This Easter COMPLAINTS FILED WITH EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION ALTERNATIVE FUEL TECH TO PUSH SUSTAINABILITY | DoT asks Telcos
WorldPlay P10 ; : In the Green Race, Auto = gpeose
= India’s Badminton Prospectsin el‘lcall EC ES e e ’ Call Forwarding
Paris Look Good o The Department of
Bias for Job L t TCS  CosHoponPowertrains = [ =
+ ; las 01. 0 OSS a : : sel to support the transition to tions (Do) has
~' Lijee .Philip@timesgroup.com  cleaner and more sustainahle asked telecom operatorsto
Pure FnI'I:.'I:s, e, - transport options. deactivate USSD (unstructur-
Bottom Line ' B i Mumbai: Carmakers in India This fragmentation has led to i
& Around t | y A Say H 1B Vi5d thderS In Eye of a Storrn are increasingly navigating a different auto companies domi- E:; Lftf ;E;E:;ﬁgrii;:;;
World - hired to rEDlaEE them: 22 US techies They have filed mix of powertrain technologies nating different emerging seg- : ik g
;‘,- ' S complaints with from petrol to hybridstoelectric, ments even as most automakers service from April 15 ina bid
f ITcoca lIs charees - driven by policy initiatives, toug- haveasizeable portfolioof petrol tocurb fraud and misuse.
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e since Dec 2023 | on short notice L’t Automalkers said alternative no presence yvet in electric while codeson their keypads. »» 3
= OurBureau ) fuel technologies such as elec- homegrown TataMotorsleadsin
Termination | US cos such as TCS, Infosys recruited tric, hvbrids, compressed natu-  electric vehicles (EVs) and has a
Bengaluru: A group of Ameri-  of jobs likely | Amazon, Microsoft | €000 in 2021-22 ral gas (CNG), biogas and flex fu- strong presence in CNG but ‘Meta can’t Sta“
i can software engineers, who due to poor hired over 10.000 In 2024, H-1B applications el need to coexist with traditio- lacks hybrids, data collated by
claimtohavelost theirjobstolo- performance, ork oy ; ' nal fuel optionsof petroland die- Jato Dynamicsshow R H of
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exporters and US workers who workvisas, the Wall StreetJour- termination was purely on their 5 © Federal Trade Com-
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Nod of Top CBIC
Officials a Must
for GST Probe

Brands Latchon
to SnapchatLingo
with GenZ inMind

Snappy engagement tools are
prompting more cos to use social
messaging app In ad strategies
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ED to Now Press for
Speedy Trial in Delhi
Excise Policy Case

Having arrested Delhi
chief minister Arvind
—3 B—a Kejriwaland BRS leader
K Kavitha, the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) is likely to push
for commencement of trial in the Delhi
excise case after filing chargesheets
against the two. Raghav Ohri reports.

The indirect taxes body has made
prior approval of high-ranking
officials of the level of Principal
Commissioner or above mandatory
for any goods and services tax
investigation, search or guestion-
ing in cases concerning big industri-
al houses or multinational corpora-
tions or related to sensitive matters
having national implications. The
Central Board of Indirect Taxesand

Dia.Rekhi@timesgroup.com
Chennai: Consumer brands in India focusing | I
on Generation Z are increasingly including Y5
Snapchat in their advertising strategy, as they
look to use the appeal of the platform’s filters
and visual-firstapproach tonudge buyers inthis
age group tospend more.
Although Instagram and YouTube remain the
platforms of choice for mass digital advertising,
Snapchat is increasingly becoming the social

Bharat Ratna for
Ex-PMs, 2 Others

Pﬂﬁthummﬂy Customs, firmed up Saturday, also ges?aging app tha:hhrands are usfing to focus on
: s yenZ, orpeopleintheagegroupof 12to27 vears.
President Droupadi a”Dj'""Ed @ £payEls toapproach "I see more and more brands which are targe-
Murmu on Saturday designated officials of the rank of ting Gen Z utilising Snapchat in their adverti-
rincipal commissioner in case of a sing strategies, especially
conferred Bh.arat R.Et.na ; . Ell::‘let einaprobe. The move _— brands like Tira, Lakme and
on former prime minis- griev n _IJI' . E_ ov indialeadsas MamaEarth," Srikant Raja-
ters PV Nlarammh? Raoand f;hal:l::lhary NIEI"V HUCS, Onﬂ' EﬂStCl' BH Skl}t o rne_s follow _lrag adirective from the country 3Ekh?ti]; .;1:{1 D:i:l;{.} a,}.m hm_fimn'_-
Charan Singh, agriculture scientist MS y o so : : FM Nirmala Sitharaman to the CBIC with largest er o atier lechnologl
Swaminathan and former Bihar CM A woman sorts coloured and decorated Easter eggs ahead of the Christian holiday in hoard toadopt a more taxpayer Snapchat 85 {RP.{T}_ 1.;13]1;1 ET ‘
; Arbil, the capital of Iraq's autonomous Kurdistan region, on Saturday. : advertising India has Snapchat’s largest
Karpoori Thakur, posthumously. friendly approach. »» 3 avdience, audience. In May last vean
T AR T TR LR AR T LT AR R AT LI TN T IAR LT Y TR TR LT AR TR (T AR T TR ahead of US, Snapchat had said its month-
Pak, UK Iy active users in the country

had topped 200 million. India
alsoleads as the country with the largest Snap-
chat advertising audience, ahead of the US, Pa-
kistan, France, and the UK, according to
WARC's latest platform report. "Snapchat has
emerged as one of the best platforms to reach
outto Gen Z inacaptivating manner; not justfor
impressions sake but because of all their enga-
gement tools, such as filters, which is why it is
becoming more important in the media and ad-
vertising mix of brands,” Rajasekharuni said.

Schooling Fin Agents on ‘Saving Money’ Takes Poll Position

Institutions advise business correspondents on rural trails not to carry cash beyond 50,000 to avoid seizure by cops, election officials

Noone wants to deal with such
harassment -- neither the financial
institutions nor their field agents
and ‘business correspondents’
(BCYwho collect cash from villa-
ogers paving loan EMIs. Someti-
mes, though, the arrangement
mayv not be all that kosher if dodgy

ged” to carry cash beyond 50,000
during the weeks of election, While
unlike others, these agents are
technically allowed to move more
money (given the nature of their
business), it is difficult to put
acrossthe pointtoaflying squad of
cops and election officers who are

clueless of the micro-lending
business model. “Sometimes, they
just don’t listen or understand.
That’s because they are unaware of
how BCs and MFI people work. So,
agents may have to carrv less cash,
domultiple trips,” said a senior
personof alarge BC firm which
works with multiple banks and
lenders.

agents choose tocarry unaccoun-
ted cash or act as couriers of politi-
cal parties while on official duty.
So, toavoid delays, inconvenien-
ce, anda brush with the law, field
officials and BCs are being told to
put on their best behaviour, be-
sides being “strongly discoura-

Sugata.Ghosh@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Far from the world of
electoral bonds and chatter of
cities, the men and women who
carry cash from distant villages,
riding two-wheelers along dusty
roads, often run into over-zealous
poll officials and suspicious cops

Expanded Base »» 7

who seize the money; Dos and Don'ts BC, MFifield  Aspartof a‘standard operating
Despite denityproofs anduro. - 50p tellsFedofcil o BT
bank or micro-lending firm, to Avoid travelling in any Carry ID, self-KYC, inclusion sation that works with regulators
back the legitimacy of their cargo, political party vehicle and BT (o) (e [y (=01 and stakeholders to promote mi-
et cneed e | B e teemenei,
would be released only laler:ﬂt the Refrain from politically letter to the Chief i loan ly sensitive comments

Election Officer

intervention of the courtora
senior government official.

sensitive comments
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DELHI EXCISE POLICY CASE

Significantly, AAPis
likely to appear as
accused in upcoming
chargesheet

Raghav.Ohri@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Having arrested Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and BRS leader K Kavitha, the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) is likely
to push for trial in the Delhi Excise
scandal after filing charge sheets
against Kejriwal, Kavitha and co-
accused, said people in the know,

The federal agency will soon file
its prosecution complaint (equiva-
lent of a charge sheet) against Kej-
riwal, Kavitha, co-accused and is
likely to seek commencement of
trial. Significantly, Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) is likely to appear as
an accused in the upcoming char-
gesheet, said people in the know.

In that eventuality AAP will beco-
me the first political party to be ar-
rayved as an accused in a case of Pre-

vention of Money Laundering
(PMLA). Earlier
o this month the ED,
Earlier,5Chad while secking cus-
recorded todial  interroga-
‘assurance’ tion of Kejriwal
given by CBI had informed the
and ED that Court that AAP
trialinexcise  “committed the of-
case will be fence of money la-
concluded undering” through
within six to Kejriwal”.
eight months Asreported by ET

on January 7, ED
will invoke Section 70(1)of PMLA to
make AAP an accused in the case,
As per the section: “Where a per-
son committing a contravention of
any of the provisions of this Act or
of any rule, direction or order made
thereunder is a company, every per-
son who, at the time the contraven-
tion was committed, was in charge
of, and was responsible to the com-
pany, for the conduct of the business
of the company as well as the com-
pany; shall be deemed to be guilty of
the contravention and shall be liab-
le to be proceeded against and pu-
nished accordingly.”
The federal agency, in its remand
paper, had alleged AAP is the major

Carrying Paper by Plane
There was a lot of confusion in the Samajwadi
Party over the candidate from Rampur and Mora-
dabad Lok Sabha seats. On March 27, the last date
for nomination, the party finally decided to field
Mohibullah Nadvi of Jama Masjid, Parliament
Street, Delhi. On the last day, a chartered plane
was booked to send the nomination form from
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AAP will be-
comethefirst

political party
tobearrayedasanac-
cused inacase of PMLA
IfitischargedbyED

beneficiary of the proceeds of cri-
me generated in the Delhi liquor
scandal. Part of the proceeds of cri-
me to the tune of F45 crore (appox)
has been utilised in the election
campaign of AAP for Goa assembly
in 2022... In this manner, AAP has
committed the offence of money la-
undering through Arvind Kejriwal
and the offences are covered by Sec-
tion T0of the PMLA”",

People in the Know added that the
agency is likely to push for com-
mencementof trialsothatitcanbe
concluded within a short period.
“The objective is not just to keep
the investigation open but to kick-
start the trial so that the accused
can be convicted”, said a senior go-
vernment official on the condition
of anonymity.

It might be mentioned here that
the Supreme Court while dismis-
sing Delhi's former Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia’s bail plea,
had recorded the “assurance” given
by the investigating agencies- CBI
and ED- that the trial in the Delhi ex-
cise policy scandal will be conclu-
ded within six to eight months.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal in New Delh on Thursday- Rajesh Mehta;
BRS leader K Kavitha (R) —File photo

FIRST PARTY AS ACCUSED
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Kejriwal and Kavitha in Custody,
ED to Now Press For Speedy Trial

NOT CROSS-QUESTIONED WITH ANYONE: GEHLOT

ED Questions Delhi
Minister Kailash Gahlot

Qur Political Bureau

New Delhi: The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) on Saturday ques-
tioned Kailash Gahlot, Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) leader and Del-
hi's transport minister; in con-
nection with the state’s liquor
policy case.

People in the know said Gahlot
was part of the group of mini-
sters that gave directions to Del-
hi'sexcisedepartmenttorestruc-
ture the state’s excise policy.

People in the know said Gahlot
was questioned about his connec-
tion with Vijay Nair, AAP’s then
communication-in-charge and a
co-accused inthe case.

According to the ED, Nair was
residing in the official bungalow
allotted to Gahlot. After his ques-
tioning, (Gahlot told reporters
that he was residing in his priva-
te residence in Vasant Kunj and
Nair was living in the bungalow
allotted to him.

Gahlot claimed that he was not
cross questioned with anyone.
Delhi chief minister Arvind Kej-
riwal is currently in the custody
of the EDfor alleged involvement
in the case. He will be produced

before a local court on April 1.

ASKS PM, BJP TO CLEAR AIR ON AIR INDIA SCAM’ CHARGE

Cong Questions CBI
Clearance for Patel

Lucknow to Moradabad. From Moradabad, it was

Our Political Bureau

(Gahlot told reporters that he
was never part of the Goa elec-
tion campaign.

"The BJP will do everything to
divert the attention of the public
from the main question. The BJP
has not vet answered why Sha-
rath Chandra Reddy, the prime
accused, wasgiven bail in this ca-
se, We all know that several raids
were conducted but it could not
show even one small piece of pa-
per as recovery for evidence,"” sa-
id the Delhi Minister,

Earlierthismonth, initsfirstre-
mand paper, the ED had descri-
bed Kejriwal as the “kingpin and
key conspirator” in the excise po-
licy case.
=

BJP willdo
everythingto
divert the
attention of
the public
from the main
guestion, says
Gahlot
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Karpoori Thakur's son, Ram Nath
Thakur, accepting award from Prez

PV Narasimha Fl's son, PV Prab-
hakar Rao, accepting the award

el

L) i =

MS Swaminathan's daughter, Nitya
Rao, accepting the honour from Prez

Delhi, on Saturday—PTI

Our Political Bureau

AT RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: President Droupadi
Murmu on Saturday conferred Bha-
rat Ratna on former prime ministers
PV Marasimha Rao and Chaudhary
Charan Singh, agriculture scientist
M 8§ Swaminathan and former Bihar
chief minister Karpoori Thakur,
posthumously at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan.

The country’s highest civi-
lian honour to Rao, Singh,
Swaminathan and Thakur
was received by their kin.

“As the ninth prime mini-
ster of India, P V Nara-
simha Rao led far-rea- g
ching economic re-
forms. Earlier, in
his vouth, he had
taken an active
part in the free-
dom struggle,
especially  aga-
inst the misrule
and oppression in
the Nizam-ruled Hyde-

Former Jharkhand chief minister Hemant Soren's wife, Kalpana Soren,
with Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal's wife, Sunita Kejriwal, in New

BJP LASHES OUT AT CONGRESS FOR MISLEADING PEOPLE ON I-T

Cong Got Cash From
Nath: Govt Sources

taken by road to Rampur.

Fear of Wife!

50, looks like everyone is scared of their wives.
Recently at a media event Maharashtra deputy CM
Devendra Fadnavis proved the same. Amruta Fad-
navis, Devendra Fadnavis's wife, had once revealed
how her husband used to leave home indisguise to
meet Eknath Shinde during the latter's rebellion.
Fadnavis later said that his wife's remark had caused
problems for him politically and added in jest that
only if he could put a cellotape on her mouth, but said
that he does not have the couragetodo so.

Brand Ambassador for Pork

Assam agriculture minister Atul Bora's love for pork
iIssuchthat hecan have a kgaday, hesays. Bora, who
isalso the president of Asom Gana Parishad, de-
clared that he can be made brand ambassador of
pork meat. Interestingly, the Assam cabinet recently
has approved the policy for commercialization of the
poultry sector. The policy will bridge the demand-
supply gap in the state’s poultry products, thereby
reducing dependency on imports and ensuringa
stable, affordable supply for the people of Assam.
The interventions include facilitating access to
finance, strengthening infrastructure development,
enhancing quality standards, and promoting re-
search and development.

New Delhi: The Congress has ques-
tioned the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) closing a case against
Praful Patel in the BJP-alleged irre-
gularities in leasing aircraft for Air
India, alleging that the former civil
aviation minister is being let off for
joining the ruling alliance after
splitting NCPE.

The main opposition party has re-
cycled BJP's 2014 election material,
alleging a “Rs 30,000-crore Air India
scam’ and blaming Patel for it, and
asked Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di to come clean on his past state-
ments against the UPA regime over
the alleged “Air India scam™ as well
as BJP's allegations against Patel
over purchasing a Mumbai property
allegedly from terror accused Igbal
Mirchi'sfamilw

“Months after Praful Patel joined
the BJP alliance in Maharashtra by
splitting NCP, the CBI filed a closure
report in a 2017 case of corruption,
alleged by the BJP in its 2014 *Char-
gesheet',” Congress leader Pawan
Khera said at an official briefing he-
re on Saturday.

In the document, BJP had said,
“This whole scam is approximately
R= 25,000-30,000 crore.”

The CBI investigation had alleged

that in 2006, Patel abused his posi-
tion as the union aviation minister

to lease several aircraft for five ve-
ars to Air India to benefit private

plavers, Khera said. “Not only
this... In 2019, BJP made some vile
allegations against Praful Patel cla-
imingthat ‘*he was involved ina pro-
perty deal with 1993 Mumbai bomb
blasts accused Igbal Mirchi’. We
ask, what happened to that ludicro-
us allegation, now?”

Atthepress briefing, AICC display-
et a washing machine and a packet
of washing powder and made a
mock show of how leaders facing
corruption charges were laundered
of the charges once theyv sided with
BJP and named 21 leaders as examp-
les including Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma, Narayvan Rane, Praful Patel, Ajit
Pawar, Chhagan Bhujbal, and As-
hok Chavan.

OL0OHd 3114

New Delhi: Income-tax department
searches in April 2019 revealed that
Congress party received crores of ru-
pees incashfrom Megha Engineering
and party leader Kamal Nath among
other, government insiders alleged.

The total receipts in cash by the ma-
in opposition partv between 2013-14
and April 2019 was to the extent of Rs
626 crore, they claimed.

Cash receipts from Megha Enginee-
ring were for contracts awarded tothe
company. the sources alleged.

The cash from Kamal Nath was from
an alleged corruption scam run by
him, which involved collection of bri-
bes from a number of people inclu-
ding senior bureaucrats, ministers
and businessmen, they alleged.

The I-T department has established
and corroborated these cash receipts
In multiple ways such as documents
found during search. WhatsApp mes-
gsages and statements recorded, the
covernment sources claimed.

BJP on Saturday criticised Cong-
ress for disregarding I-T rules and
misleading the public when actions
were taken accordingly.

“After the high court rejected the
Congress petition, they resorted to
demonstrations to spread falseho-
ods,” party spokesperson Zafar Islam

1L
o
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said. He emphasised that ever since
Congressreceived the notice from the
income-tax department for the pay-
ment of tax, they have been in a state
of panic.

After all the reassessments before
March 31, 2024, the liability of the
Congress party will likely increase
from Rs 1,823 crore to approximately
Rs 4,000 crore, Islam said.

He said the I-T department provides
all the necessary documents outli-
ning the discrepancies leading to the
imposition of additional taxes.

“Congress ignored the matter initi-
ally and didn’t take cognizance and
when rebuked by the high court.
Congress started protesting,” Islam
saild. “I want to know whom Congress
is protesting against, whether it's the
income-tax department or the high
court,” he added.
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| Prez Confers Bharat Ratna on
B Ex-PMs, 2 Others Posthumously

rabad. He was known for his com-
mand over several languages and li-
terature,” the Rashirapati Bhavan
gaid in a post on X. On behalf of Rao,
Bharat Ratna wasreceived by hisson
P V Prabhakar Rao.

On behalf of Chaudhary Charan
Singh, Bharat Ratha was received by
Jayant Chaudhary, his grandson
Singh, a Jat leader from western Ut-

tar Pradesh, was prime minister
between July 28, 1979, and Janua-
ry 14, 1980.

On behalf of former Bihar CM
Karpoori Thakur, Bharat Ratna
was received by hisson Rammnath

Thakur:
Bharat Ramma was also
conferred upon agricul-
ture scientist M § Swa-
minathan posthumo-
usly Swaminathan's
daughter Nitva Rao
received the award.

Former PM Chaud-
hary Charan Singh's

grandson Jayant
Chaudhary-ANI

- A
Ansari Laid to
RestinHome
Town Amid
Tight Security

Our Political Bureau

Lucknow:  Gangster-tur-
ned-politician Mukhtar An-
sari was buried in his native
town Yusufpur amid tight se-
curity on Saturday with tens
of thousands of supporters
and locals turning up for the
funeral procession.

Ansari’s mortal remains
had been brought from Ban-
da to Ghazipur late on Fri-
day night and were placed at
hisfamily house in Yusufpur
in Mohammadabad. He was
laid to rest in his ancestral
Kali Bagh burial ground.

There was
heavy deploy-
ment of poli-
ce and para-
military for-
ces to ensure

Tens of the funeral to-
thousandsof ok place wit-
people hout any un-
participatein toward inci-
funeral dent.

procession The police

had to struggle a bit to conta-
in the hordes of people who
wanted toenter the cemetery
to offer soil to the grave as
partof rituals.

Ghazipur MP and Mukh-
tar's older brother Afzal An-
sari, too. appealed to people
to maintain peace.

Ghazipur district magist-
rate Arvaka Akhoury said
the funeral was videograp-
hed and action will be taken
against those whoraised slo-
ganssince the Model Code of
Conduct was in place.

Overall, the funeral took
place peacefully.

Showing Red, Yellow Cards Early Ensures Fair Poll Play

Akshay Rout

On March 16, hours after the announ-
cement of the Lok Sabha polls, the
Election Commission directed the
central and state governments to re-
move unauthorised political adver-
tisements from public spaces. On
March 20, the Commission, following
reports of non-compliance, asked for
confirmation of full compliance by 5
pm the next day. This would suggest
the narrow window and urgency that
election managers had, that other
stakeholders may fail toappreciate,
FAST ACTION

On March 18, the EC transferred the
home secretaries of Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Utta-
rakhand and Himachal Pradesh

and the Director General of Police
in West Bengal. Several DMs and
SPs belonging to four states were
transferred on March 21. One wit-
nessed a spate of such transfers
during the recent series of five as-
sembly elections.

THECRITICAL CODE

These directives mark the coming
into effect of the model code of con-
duct(MCC). In six decades of itsex-
istence, the code constructed by the
consent of political parties, has be-
come theface of the conductof elec-
tions, Some provisions may have
the backing of the law. The code ex-
ercises moral authority to keep
campaign behaviour on track. Of-
ten, the EC is judged by the way it
enforces this code.

Besides spelling out the desired
conduct for parties and candidates,
and seeking to stop hate speeches,
casteorreligiousappeals, criticism
of private life, the code stipulates
conduct for meetings, processions,
and polling days. It now includes
guidelines on election manifestoes,
asking for more credible promises

after concerns over freebies,
LEVELLING THE FIELD

A sizeable part of MCC applies to
the party in power, Ministers can-
not combine official work with elec-
tioneering. There can be no grants
or announcements, no adhoc ap-
pointments, no foundation stones
laid and no undue preference in
guest houses and hiring of public
facilities. The Cabinet secretary
and state chief secretaries have
been asked to make sure that offi-
cial vehicles are not used for politi-
cal activity, and photographs of po-
litical functionaries removed from
official websites. By deflating the
official apparatusattached toamin-
ister, the attempt is to make him an
equal, and not more thanequal.

The Election Commission prides
itself on having zero-tolerance
against anyv damage to the level
plavingfield. Action has been taken
against a Union minister from Kar-
nataka for alleged MCC violation.
The Commission directed immedi-
ate stoppage of delivery of What-
sApp messages to the public on the

Centre’s Viksit Bharat campaign.
This week, it put two seniors in the
biggest two nationl parties on no-
tice, for reported comments affect-
ing dignity of women. This should
be an assurance to those worried
about the advantage of the party in
power.

DELIVERED IN STATE POLLS
ECnoticesto
two top-rank-
Ing leaders dur-
ing state polls had an ef-
fect.Oneofthemwasa
chief minister

CITIZENVIGILANCE

The EC has come up with c¢Vigil or
citizen vigilance mobile applica-
tion that supports recording, re-
porting and resolving complaints
of model code violations and about
distribution of freebies, cash, li-

quor, etc. Complaints are legally
sustainable and can remain anony-
maous, In 10 days since the model
code came into force, over 53,000
complaints have come through cVi-
il and most of them disposed of. In
the last five assembly polls, 48,300
violations were reported through
the application, 21,500 of which
were for putting up posters without
permission. Others were for cam-
paigns during ban period, hate
speech, unauthorised use of speak-
ers and vehicles. Over 5,800 com-
plaints were related to the distribu-
tion of liguor, money and freebies.
More than 80% of these cases were
resolved within the 100-minute
timeline promised by the EC. The
Commission has been seeking citi-
zen collaboration through this plat-
form to prevent election miscon-
duet.
WORDS FAIR AND FOUL

Politicians are often skilful dema-
gogues; they resort to allegations,
satire, sarcasm, and innuendo in
building a discourse that triggers
people. The MCC that disallows pro-

vocative statements and abusive
language becomes easy casualty in
the process. The Commission has
noticed trends “destabilising the
decorum of political discourse”.
surrogate or indirect violations
have emerged as bigger worries
than direct vielation. Earlier this
month, after studying the pattern
of past MCC violations, the Com-
mission warned political parties
against such surrogate means.
THEDILEMMAS

An expanded understanding of the
MCC and level playing field can have
its own dilemmas. The instant arrest
of achief minister, alsotopmost lead-
er of a national party, 1s a tight rope
between management of the electo-
ral landscape and the imperative to
deal with crimes, with long and com-
plex background, intertwined with
the judicial processes. Article 324
provides the Election Commission
with sufficient powers to deal with
contingencies during the election pe-
riod; and the apex court has in vari-
ous judgements endorsed this. But
this discretion is precious and needs

to be carefully used.

For buttressing the model code,
alertness and introspection among
media carriages, especially social
platformsis necessary, If voluntary
code of ethics working among plat-
forms does not prevent fake news
and misinformation, and vilifica-
tion and personal insults reign the
digital domain, there could be a ne-
cessitytoupgrade it toamodel code.
EARLY BITE HELPS

MCC compliance in the state elec-
tions in November-December was
decent. EC notices to two top-rank-
ing leaders had an effect, oneof them
a chief minister. The clutter that the
Commission wishes to avoid can pre-
cipitate with 2,800 registered politi-
cal parties at play. Election is their
game, and they would like towin. But
to call foul a foul 1s the umpire’s job.
Even festivals like Holi and Diwali
follow certain decorum, so should
the festival of democracy. Showing
red and vellow cards early vields bet-
ter chances of plavers playing fair.

Thewriter isa former Director Gener-
ail, Election Commissionof India
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Businesses Must
Build a Stronger
and Inclusive
India: Ambani

Pl

MUMBAI Reliance Industries
chairman Mukesh Ambanion
saturday said the business
community has the responsi-
bility to build a stronger and
more inclusive India.

Addressing an event organi-
sed by the Gems and Jewellery
Exports Promotion (GJEPC)
here, the chairman and mana-
ging director of Reliance Indu-
stries also exuded confidence
that the industry will reach its
goal of touching $100 billion in
exports in the next few decades.

“All of us collectively in the
business community haveare-
sponsibility to build a strong-
er, better and more inclusive
India to fulfil the vision and
the goal that our PM has set for
us, that of a Viksit Bharat, a
fully developed India in the
nextdecades,” he said.

Ambani congratulated the
gems and diamonds industry
for the work they have done
over the past few decades tore-
ach $40 billion in exports and
create over 50 lakh jobs in the
country. —PTI

DoT Asks Telcos
to Deactivate
USSD-based Call
Forwarding
Service from Apr

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Department
of Telecommunications (DoT)
has asked telecom operators to
deactivate USSD (unstructu-
red supplementary service da-
ta)-based call forwarding servi-
ce from April 15in a bid to curb
fraud and misuse,

“It has been decided by the
competent authority that all 1i-
censees shall discontinue the
existing USSD-based call for-
warding services with effect
from 15.04.2024 till further noti-
ce.” DoT said inarecent notice.

This follows growing reports
of fraudsters
convincing mo-
bile phone users
to activate call
forwarding to
other phone
numbers thro-
ugh the USSD
service, so as to
be able to steal
confidential in-
formation, such

Mobile users
avall of the
USSD service
by dialling
codes on their
keypads. Itis

oftenused for asone-time pass-
checking word (OTP).
prepaid “All  existing
balance subsecribers who
have activated

USSD-based call forwarding
service may be asked to reacti-
vate call forwarding services
through alternative methods
toensurethatsuchservicesare
not activated without their no-
tice,” it said.

Mobile users avail of the
USSD service by dialling codes
on their keypads. It is often
used for checking prepaid ba-
lance or the IMEI (internatio-
nal mobile equipment i1denti-
tvinumber.

The service can also be used
for activating unconditional
call forwarding services,
which DoT said is being misu-
sed forunwarranted activities.
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Only Principal Commissioners or Higher Officials

can Probe into GST, Other Sensitive Matters: CBIC

Apex indirect taxes body alsa aI Iaws ta}{payers ta approach dES|gnatecl officials of principal commissioner’s rank In case of grievances

OurBureau

New Delhi: The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC)hasmade priorapproval of
high-ranking officials of the level
of principal commissioner or abo-
ve mandatory for investigation,
search or gquestioning in GST (go-
ods and services tax) related mat-
ters concerning large industrial
houses, multinationals and those
with national implications.

In the guidelines, finalised on Sa-
turday, the apex indirect taxes body
alsoallowed taxpayers toapproach
designated officials of the rank of

Reaching Out

Decision follows

directive from FM to
adopt a more taxpayer
friendly approach

principal commissioner in case of
agrievance inan investigation. ET
has seen a copy of the guidelines.

The move follows a directive
from finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to the CBIC board to
adopt a more taxpayer-friendly
approach and minimise possible
instances of harassment. Indust-
ry has, in the recent past, repea-
tedly flagged growing instances
of harassment under GST.

Tax officials must take prior
writtenapproval of thezonal prin-
cipal chief commissioner, if they
havetoinitiate investigationorac-
tionunder GST in mattersthat are
already before the GST Council.

“In case the reasonable grievan-
ce persists, the (Principal) Com-
missioner may consider meeting,
by appointment, the taxpayer,” ac-
cording to the guidelines, a copy
of whichiswith ET.

Prior written permission has al-
s0 been mandated in mattersof in-
terpretation seeking tolevy taxon
any sector, commodity or service
for the first time, whether in cen-
tral excise or GST.

Inmattersconcerning interpreta-
tion of the law, the zonal principal
chief commissioner will have to
make areference to the policy wing
of CBIC before the earliestduedate
of issuing show causenotice.

‘Each investigation must be ini-
tiated only after the approval of
the Principal Commissioner,”
CBIC said in the guidelines.

The guidelines also state that an
investigation initiated mustreach
aconclusionat the earliest and not
later than one vear. In case there
isn't sufficient evidence, the ofti-
cials must file a closure report. “It
i$ not necessary to keep mw.—"}t]g,a
tion pending till limitation in law
approaches,” the apex indirect
taxes body said.

The guidelines were prepared af-
ter taking into account compla-
ints and suggestions from the tax-
payers.

MAHARERA RECOVERS T125 CR IN LAST 14 MONTHS

Realtors’ Bank Details Set to be

Included in Recovery Warrants

Move expected to alleviate financial burden on homebuyers who have suffered delay

Kailash.Babar@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The Maharashtra Real
Estate Regulatory Authority (Ma-
haRERA) has decided to make it
mandatory for real estate develo-
pers to include their bank account
details in the recovery warrants
forwarded to the revenue depart-
ment to enhance the efficiency of
compensation recovery processes,

This strategic measure is expec-
ted to alleviate the financial bur-
den on homebuyers who have faced
delays or discrepancies in their
property transactions, theauthori-
ty said.

The move will help streamline
1identification and attachment of
property developers' bank acco-
unts by the revenue department,
facilitating the retrieval of their
owed compensation.

By mandating the disclosure of
developers’ bank account informa-
tion, MahaRERA said it aims fo
bolster accountability and ensure
timely restitution for affected par-
ties within the real estate sector.

The move assumes significance
in the backdrop of homebuvers
across the country raising con-
cerns regarding non-compliance

or delay in enforcement of recove-
'y orders issued by the authorities
against defaulting developers.
MahaRERA has recovered over
7125 crore from defaunlting proper-
ty developers as compensation for
homebuyers in the last 14 months.
This takes the total recovery by the
real estate regulator to over 160
crore and makes it the only regula-
tor in the country to recover guan-
tum of such dues.
In January 2023, MahaRERA had
appointed a retired additional col-
lector to recover

== compensation on
Highest behalf of troubled
number of homebuyers.

warrants The regulator
wereissuedto has so far recove-
developersof ted nearly 3160
projectsinthe crore linked with
suburban 237 complaints in
Mumbai 117 real estate pro-
district jects, It has issued

1,085 warrants see-

kKingto recover atotal ¥661.15 crore,
From across the state, the hig-
hest number of warrants were is-
sued to developers of projects in
the suburban Mumbai district. A
total of 434 warrants from 114 pro-
jects have been issued to recover
298 crore. So far, #71.06 crore has

House That

Recovered T160 Cr linked
with 237 complaints in j
117 / realty projects

Highest warrants issued

to projects in Mumbai
suburbs '

CFEFITH

been recovered through 75 war-
rants related to 40 projects.

Pune is the second highest with
239 warrants to recover T181.49 cro-
refrom123 projects. Out of these, 55
warrants worth £38.90 crore from
35 projects have been recovered,
the authority said.

When misconduct is suspected,
the regulator conducts thorough
hearings involving all relevant
parties and subsequently issues di-
rectives todeveloperstoreimburse
or refund the required amount, in-
cluding interest, within a specified
timetrame.

——

A Swiss Desert

Thick sand dust blown in from the Sahara brings a yellowish appearance to the sky above the
vineyard terraces of Lavaux, on the banks of Lake Geneva, on Saturday. According to models used
by meteorologist Roman Elrugli, quoted by Switzerland’s Keystone-ATS news agency, an excep-
tional quantity of sand dust reaching some 180,000 tonnes has arrived over Switzerland

# Has issued
+ 1.095 warrants
seeking to

e

MahaRERA
appointed

a retired
additional
collector

to recover
compensation

in January 2023

ver a total
61.15cr

HEMANT L

When the developer fails to
comply with these orders and de-
faults on compensation pay-
ments, the intervention of the
district collector’s office is requi-
red to ensure the retrieval of the
outstanding sum.

Under Section 40(1) of the Immao-
vable Property (Regulation and
Development) Act, 2016 and provi-
sions of Maharashtra Land Reve-
nue Act, the collector’'s office has
the power to recover the arrears.
Hence, the recovery warrants are
sent to the concerned collectors’
office.

Net Leasing of
Office Space up 44%

NEW DELHI Net leasing of office
gpace rose 44% annually in this
quarter across eight major cities
on higher demand from corpora-
tes for expansion of their busi-
nesses, according to Cushman &
Wakefield. According to data re-
leased on Saturday by real estate
consultant Cushman & Wakefi-
eld (C&W) India, the net leasing
of office space stood at115.14 lakh
(11.5 million) square feet (sq ft)
during January-March as aga-
inst 80.09 lakh (8 million) sq ft in
the year-ago period. “This is the
third-highest level recorded in
the last five years, demonstra-
ting a robust appetite for office
gpace among businesses,” the
consultant highlighted.

Net absorption or leasing rose
in Bengaluru, Mumbai, Delhi-
NCR and Chennai but fell in Pu-
ne, Hvderabad, Kolkata and Ah-
medabad. “We haven't witnes-
sed 20 million square feet of
oross leasing being recorded for
two consecutive quarters in re-
cent history This strong perfor-
mance may signal a shiftand has
the potential to become the new
standard for the Indian market,”
Anshul Jain, CEO — India & So-
utheast Asiaat C&W said. — PTI

Enabled by Al, Phishing Becomes Quite Simple

Cyber attacks are increasingly getting the better of people and their emotions as more fall prey to hackers

Rozebud.Gonsalves
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Nitin's attempts to
schedule an appointment with a
doctor he had found online had
proved fruitless. He had almost
given up on the phone numbers
that had popped up in the online
search, when he received a call.

The person claimed to be from
the doctor’s office and asked him
todownload a mobile application
(app)and fill his personal details
tocomplete the appointment
process. Before Nitin realised
that something was amiss, he had
lost 747,000 from his savings bank
account. He had been ‘phished’,

Such online attacks —called
‘phishing’—that rely on human
interaction, are on therise. They
are easy toexecute and are get-
ting increasingly sophisticated
because of the use of artificial
intelligence(Al). Alsocalled
‘social engineering attacks’, these
practices don't require complex
hacking and rely on psychologi-
cal manipulation of human
emotions,

Phishing is the most common

form of cyberattack in India,
accounting for more than 84% of
the total cyber threats received
every vear, according to Acronis, a
leader in cyber protection. The
attacks grew 464 % YoY in 2023, said
Acronis.

“There is no one fix that will help
us in this case. Educated people
fall for it and constant education is
the only way, but unfortunately it
isnotreaching everyone,” said R
Subramaniakumar, chief ex-
ecutive of RBL Bank. “They
(scamsters)are coming up with
innovative methods again and
again.”

ITteams in Indian

organisations on average receive
reportsof 15suspicious emailson
any given workday.

According toareporton cyber
security trends in 2023 by Nas-
scom, social engineering attacks
inIndialed to?19.1 crore in losses
Oon an average every year,

Spending on cyber security in
the BFSI(banking, financial
services and insurance) sector in
India grew 35% to $1,738 million
in 2023 from $518 million in 2019,
according to Nasscom. However,
there are no regulatory guideli-
nes on the minimum amount that
must be spent on cyber security.

Most Indian banks spend 9-10% of
their I'T budget on cvber security.
However, Dilip Asbe, chief ex-
ecutive and managing director of
National Payvments Corporation of
India (NPCI)said spending needs
to be increased, and a common
threshold on minimum budget for
cyber security needs to be imple-
mented.

“What many countries have
adopted is, they havea certain
amount of budget to be spent, at
least for the financial services.
Somethinglike 25% of vour IT
spend should be allocated to in-
formation security”, said Asbe, “1

think in India that awareness
and realitv has not stuck,

ANIRBAN BORA

unless the incident happens.”

The goal of theseattacks istogain
sensitive information like credit
card numbers, one-time passwords
and personal details, Most of the
time, users are the wealk link in the
chain, as these aredirect formsof
communication with them.

“Most phishing scams that
happen to the general public are
not because a security applica-
tion fell short, but because there
is lack of eyber hygiene and
awareness” . said a security ofti-
cerof atopprivate bank. “Idon’t
think we will fall shorton buying
technologies that will protect; the
issue will come in with people’s
awareness.”

Most banks have invested fairly
well, and the backend system is
secure. But one never knows, said
the CEO of RBL Bank. “You are
secure till you are breached.”

The Reserve Bank of India(RBI)
notified a masterdirection on ‘IT
Governance, Risk, Controls and
Assurance Practices’, which will
take effect from April1this vear.
The central bank had torethink
its strategy after Indian banks
reported 248 data breaches in
2022 afifth of the world's total.

Vikram Aggarwal in
Talks to Buy Chennai’s
Clarion Hotel for 7180 cr

SobiaKhan
& Anumeha Chaturvedi

Bengaluru | New Delhi: Promi-
nent Chennai hotelier Vikram
Aggarwal is in advanced stages
of acquiring a three-star Clarion
Hotel in Chennaiinadeal estima-
ted to be valued at approximately
7180 crore, two people familiar
with the matter said.

The Clarion Hotel President, si-
tuated on Radhakrishnan Salai
Road nearthe city centre and Ma-
rina Beach, has 129 rooms.

The transaction is set to be fina-
lised in June, they told ET.

“The acquisition involves the
purchase of astressed asset from
one of the top banks in the in-
dustry,” one of them said.

VVA Hotels Pvt Ltd, a promi-
nent hospitality firm led by Ag-
garwal, confirmed that it was in
the process of acquiring the pro-
perty butdeclined tocomment on
the size of thedeal.

It currently managestwoupsca-
le hotel properties in Chennai —
Fortune Select Palms, a business
hotel with129 rooms in the IT cor-
ridor of suburban Chennai, and
Radisson Blu, a five-star hotel in
the city.

The hospitality industry wit-
nessed hotel transactions worth
£3.290 crore in 2023, as per data
shared by JLL Hotels & Hospita-
lity Group.

Nihat Ercan, CEQ of APAC at
JLL Hotels & Hospitality Group,

FILE PHOTOD

told ET last year that India sho-
uld see a year-on-year increase in
hotel investments this vear.

The Indian hospitality sector
continued to experience year-on-
vear growth in performance in
the guarter ended December, dri-
ven primarily by a substantial in-
crease in the average daily rate
(ADR)of 14.6%, compared with a
vear earlier, according to JLL's
Hotel Momentum India (HMI) Q4
2023 report.

As per JLL, the momentum
from the last quarter is expected
to carry forward into 2024, sup-
ported by the wedding industry,
corporate and social MICE de-
mand, and the growing signifi-
cance of religious tourism.

Business travel is also anticipa-
ted to rebound by the end of the
first quarter of 2024 as compani-
es hold their vear-end meetings.

CURBING UNHEDGED EXPOSURES

New RBI Norm
Could Affect

Exchange-Traded
FX Derivatives

Bloomberg

Mumbai: India'scentral bank is
said to have confirmed that ex-
change-traded currency deriva-
tive contracts linked to the ru-
pee can only be offered for hed-
oing purposes afier confusion
that unhedged trades were allo-
wed for positions below $100 mil-
lion.

The regulator clarified to the
Commeodity Participants Asso-
ciation of India (CPAI) in a
March 28 email that anyone un-
dertaking such contracts invol-
ving the rupee without an under-
lying exposure would be in viola-
tion of foreign exchange rules,
according to people familiar
with the matter. They asked not
to be 1dentified as the email isn't
public.

CPAT had written tothe Reserve
Bank of India seeking clarifica-
tion on its January 5 circular
that said stock exchanges may of-
fer contracts for the “purpose of
hedging contracted exposure.”

The circular stated that posi-
tions up to $§100 million are allo-
wed without having to establish
underlying exposure across all
currency pairs invelving the ru-
peeand combined acrossall stock
exchanges, Still, those entering
exchange-traded currency deri-
vative, or ETCD, contracts must
show proof of a corresponding
unhedged exposure if asked.

The move could potentially le-
ad to a large loss of volume in a
growing segment of thenation’s
foreign exchange market. Bro-
kers in the currency futures sec-
tor say speculators and arbitra-
gersformalarge partof themar-
ket and the current understan-
ding was that underlyving
exposure wasn't required for
trades up to 3100 million.

The central bank’s original ru-
les in 2008 said ETCD contracts
can be undertaken to “hedge an
exposure toforeign exchangera-
te risk or otherwise.” The cen-

REUTERS
tral bank in its clarification said
therules wererevised in 2014, ac-
cording to the people.

The new rules come into effect
on April 5.

RBI didn't immediately re-
spond to a emailed request for
comment outside of normal bu-
siness hours.

“We genuinely feel derivatives
market inecludes many, inclu-
ding hedgers, speculators and
arbitragers,” said CPAI Presi-
dent Narinder Wadhwa, “Weare
in talks with the authorities in-
cluding RBI, SEBI and the finan-
ce ministry,” he said.

Average daily turnover in cur-
rency futures stood at T41,290
crore ($5 billion) in FY23 compa-
red with 10,290 crore in FY17,
National Stock Exchange of In-
dia data showed. The daily av-
erage in FY24 dropped to 229,630
crore, based on data till the end
of February.

The rupee has been among the
least volatile emerging market
currencies, with RBl expending
its reserves when needed to pre-
vent any sharp depreciation.
The central bank has built a re-
cord $643 billion of reserves as it
soaked up inflows into the na-
tion’s bond and currency mar-
kets.
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Who Moved

Shantanu Nandan Sharma
et

n the bustling enclave of Kotla
Mubarakpur, Kanchan Ranjan
has not heard of Inchla Wali
Gumiti, a relic from Delhi's medie-
val past. A musician of a local
band, Ranjan, 62, says he wasborn
and brought up there, an urban village
sandwiched between two upmarket pin
codes of the capital citv—South
Extension and Defence Colony:
“Irememberseeing a greater nuumberof
monuments here in my childhood. The
houses then had justoneor twofloors. [t is
guite likely that such a gumti (guard-
house) must have been encroached upon
and razed to the ground,” he says, be-
fore guiding this correspondent
through the alleys to two 15th century
gumbads or tombs. The frenetic ex-
pansion of Kotla Mubarakpur is pal-

pable, with balconies of some PR

buildingsstandingperilously __%
close to walls of Gol- /Z%
protected monuments §
such as Kala Gumbad 7
(tombof Kale Khan)and 55
Mubarak Shah's -
tomb.

Earlier this
month, the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) began the pro-
cess of delisting 18 un-
traceable monuments,
including the gumti
in Mubarakpur, a
kos minar (a
Mughal-era high-
way milepost) in
Gurgaon, a copper
temple in Arunachal
Pradesh, a 12th century
temple in Rajasthan
and a banyan grove in
Varanasi with remains
of ancient buildings.

While the mysteri-
ous disappearance of

e -

LOST.

201

'}, inareport
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1998-99 550,

found 35 mnnumentsil
missing onthe ground
CAG's e
performance " =¥ &
audit said 92
Monuments of

National Importance
(MNI) were missing

., 2016 Gol informs
RajyaSabha

‘thatonly 24 MNI have ; &
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24 missing MNI

My Monument?

ASI| has delisted 18 untraceable monuments—from a
minar in Gurgaon to a copper temple in Arunachal. How
can archaeological treasures be protected amid chaotic
urban development and inadequate allocation of funds?

UNPROTECTED SITES

According to ASI's records quoting the
Gazette of India, Calcutta, Inchla Wali
Gumti, for instance, was declared as a
protected monument over a century ago
—inMarch 1918. While 150f the 18 monu-
ments on the list have been protected
from pre-Independence period, the rest
— two fort inscriptions, one each in
Jaipur (Rajasthan) and Satna (Madhva
Pradesh), and a temple at Baran in
Rajasthan—wereclassified as protected
monuments only in the 1950s.
“Is ASI supposed to excavate, or is
it supposed to protect? Can it
hopetoaccomplish both objec-
tives simultaneously? If the
§/f. answer is ves, does ASI pos-
.q sess adeguate human and fi-
Bl  nancial resources for pr 0-
--_'“‘-'-.. tection? Clearly not,”
e says Bibek Debroy a
history buff andchair
man of the Economic
Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister (EAC-PM).
An EAC-PM report
“Monuments of
National
Importance: Urgent
i Need for
Rationalization”, re-
leased last year, high-
lighted several prob-
lems “plaguing” the
current list of
Monuments ot
NMational
Importance
(MNI). The is-

sues, the re-

monuments is bound {8 Golinforms B portindicates,
to spark concern, a k1 . Mzuz RajyaSabha that . : include mi-
big question surfac- o 74monumentsoutof9Zhave | . . CEEVGIRGTDIIIE
es on how to safe- i ' beentraced . mentsand

guard India’s histor-
ical treasures amid
chaotic urban devel-
opment and inade-
gquate and lopsided
allocation of
funds. (-
In a notifica- LM
tion dated .
March 8, ASIsaid
these monuments
had “ceased to be of
national importance”,
inviting feedbackon ¢
anyobjectionstothis el

classification. While &S
the custodian of ‘ il
India’s heritage has

not explicitly stated
that the notification
was related to miss-
ing monuments,
there is ample evi-
dence, including
past statements
in Parliament,
that suggest how
all these 18 monu-
ments plus possi- e
bly a handful of gy
more relics are Gl 8 A :

untraceableon » t’i Ao

Varanasi, UP

THEMISSING EIGHTEEN

» Copper Temple, Arunachal Pradesh

¥ Kos Minar No.13, Gurgaon, Haryana

¥ Kos Minar, Karnal, Haryana

= Fnscription in Bachhaun fort, Satna, MP

¥ Barakhamba Cernetery,
Imperial City, Delhi

' » inchia Wali Gumti,
Kotla Mubarakpur, Delbi

¥ » A 12thcentury temple, Kota, Rajasthan
i b Inscription in Fort, Magar, Rajasthan

M + Kutumbari area 13/16 nalis,
Almora, Uttarakhand

b A banyan grove with traces of ancient
buildings, Varanasi, UP

B ) Closed Cemetery Katra Naka, Banda, UP
W » Cunner Burkill's Tomb, Rangoon, UP
» Cemetery, Gaughat, Lucknow, UP

', k) Cemeteries, atmile 6, 8,
Jahraila Road, Lucknow, UP

» Tombs, Lucknow-Faizabad, Lucknow, UP i

¥ Rermains of three small linga temples,
circa 1000, Mirzapur, LIP

b Telia Nala Buddhist ruins, Varanasi, UP
g ¥ Tablet on the Treasury Building,

Source: ASI, CAG, Rajva Sabha, EACPM %

movable
antigui-
ties find-

ing berths on the list, plus inadequate
and geographically skewed expenditure
on the upkeep of monuments. The re-
port is co-authored by EAC-PM member
and writer Sanjeev Sanyal,

India had 3.687 MNI, protected by ASI
and funded by the central government
under the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act,
1858 (amended in 2010), according to
Union Minister for Culture G Kishan
Reddy'sreply in RajvaSabha in December
last year. The number is now 3,679, as
shown in ASI's website, as 18 are “miss-
ing"” and have been declassified.

Based on 2019-20 data, the EAC-PM re-
port calculated that the budgetary alloca-
tion for conservation, preservation and
environmental development “works out
to a paltry sum of 11 lakh per MNL" It
then adds another dimension: distorted
allocation of funds for some states,
“Compounding the problem of inade-
quate allocation and expenditure is the
issueof imbalance in geographical distri-
bution of funds forthe protection of mon-
uments,” the report adds, highlighting
how thecity of Delhiwith 17T3monuments
receives more allocation than Uttar
Pradesh with 745 monuments and
Maharashitra with 286 monuments.

ET’ squestionnaireto ASThasremained
unanswered at the time of going to press.

LOST PAST

Aditya Pratap Deo, historian and associ-
ate professor in St Stephen’s College,
Delhi, says it is hardly a mystery that
haphazard urbanisation hasarole in the
disappearance of select monuments of
national importance. “How do monu-
ments gomissing? Whom to blame? The
roleof ASIhas been rather myopic, inad-
equate and weak,” he says, arguing that
India needs “a robust, decentralised,
foresighted, open-minded, professional-
minded and consultative ASI™.
Regarding funds, did Gol allocate money
for monuments that didn't exist on the
cround? There is no ready answer
. tothisthough various surveys and
\ audit reports in the past have con-
s firmedonething: ASIdoesnot have
W\ afoolproof database of monu-
ﬁ? ments that they protect.
' Back in 199899, an ASIsurvey
found that as many as 35 monu-
ments were missing on the ground.
But there was no significant follow-
up to this intriguing piece of statis-
ties until 2013 when the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG)decided to
physically inspect 1,655 of
those monuments. What it

found out wasstartling: asmany as92 pro-
tected monuments were missing.

Inascathing report, CAG said ASI did
not have a reliable database of protected
monuments under its jurisdiction,
“During our inspections, we found that
131 antiquities were stolen from various
monuments/sites and 37 antiquities
from site museums. However, the efforts
of the ASI to retrieve these items were
completely ineffective,” thenational au-
ditor said in its report.

The CAG reportfurthernoted encroach-
ments in around 546 centrally protected
monuments, with 46 encroachers being
none other than government depart-
ments or agencies. For instance, the
Muniecipal Council of Bharatpur in

Sanjib Kumar Singh, former archaeolo-
gist and current director of Ram Katha
Museum in Ayvodhya, says the problem is
not lack of laws and regulations. He cites
some instances to argue that ASI does
move court against encroachments.
“Very often courts allow the status quoin
these cases. So, encroachments continue
for decades. To my mind, special courts
should besetuptoexpedite heritage-relat-
edcases. Also, citizensneed tounderstand
that wemust keepheritagealive,” hesays.

According to ASI'sdata shared in Rajva
Sabha in December last vear, itallocated
T360 crore to 24 states and Union territo-
ries in 2022-23 for conservation, preser-
vation and environmental development
of MNI. Out of that, Uttar Pradesh se-
cured ¥64 crore, upfrom F16 crore in 2018-
18, a four-fold rise in four years. The al-
location tripled for Madhya Pradesh and
doubled for Maharashitra during the
same period. The money earmarked for
Delhi plateaued at around T30 crore,

According to Debroy, protecting monu-
mentsisnot something the government
alone can do. “We need to figure out a

E"
Dl

While Mubarak Shah's tomb has survived
the chaotic urban expansionin Delhi's Kotla
Muharahpur. Inchla Wali Gumti has vanished

Rajasthan encroached upon a moat sur-
roundingafort wall to build adrain.

The ministry of culture, however; con-
tested some of the findings of CAG. Ina
written reply to a Rajva Sabha question
on December 18, 2013, the then Union cul-
tureminister Chandresh Kumari Katoch
listed 14 monuments from cities such as
Hyderabad. Delhi and Lucknow as “mon-
umentsaffected due torapid urbanisation
and completely encroached upon,” add-
ing that these should not be treated as
“missing”. According to the minister,
only 24 of 92 monuments categorised as
“untraceable” by the CAG were indeed
missing. Some were submerged under
reservoirs but were technically traceable.
All the 18 monuments, which the ASI
downgraded earlier in March, figure on
thislist of 24 missing monuments.
In August last vear, the Gol in-
formed Rajva Sabha that 74
monuments (out of 92) were

“traced”.

way to tap corporate interest in our his-
tory, heritage and culture,” he adds.
Cantherebe asincere effort from India
Inctocherish and maintain thenation’s
cultural heritage? Chairman of RPG
Enterprises Harsh Goenka says corpo-
rate India with its organisational capa-
bilities can do a lot more for the coun-
try’s heritage sites. “Adopt A Heritage is
awelcome initiative by ASIwhich opens
an avenue for corporates to collaborate
with the government through the CSR
(corporatesocial responsibility)route,”
he says. “A cleaner, safer and more en-
caging heritage site will draw higher
toottalls which will in turn create great-
er economic activity around it.”
shontarn. sharmo atfinessroup.oom

ASHWANI NAGPAL. VARANI SAHU
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Too Muchon
ASI's Plate

Protecting monuments can't be left
to govtalone. We need to figureout a
way of tapping corporate interest

BIBEK DEBROY

~ Chairman, Economic
Advisory Council to the PM

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASl) proposes
that 18 monuments should cease to be "nationally
important”. The background is the 1958 Monuments
and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, which
allows the Union government to declare some monu-
ments and archaeological sites as "national”. Once this
is done, respansibility for protecting it devolves on
the Union government. For others, under the seventh
schedule, there are always state governments.

In June 2022, a Rajya Sabha Standing Committee
submitted a report to Parliament. According to this,
there are 3,693 I:IE'!'III’E!||IE..r protected monuments and
4,508 state-protected ones. Obviously, a country
with such a rich historical heritage should have many
more. But there is also the other obvious question.
Does declaring a monument as "national” ensure pro-
tection? Other than the Standing Committee's report,
there are two others—CAG's 2013 performance repart
and EAC-PM report of January 2023,

ASTWASSET UPINISOL ISIT
SUPPOSED TO EXCAVATE, OR IS
[TSUPPOSED TO PROTECT?

These establish:

(1) Despite being declared “national”, some
monuments are “lost”. No one knows where they are,
though after CAG's trenchant critique, ASI recovered
some “lost” anes. They were found. When the EAC-PM
report was being drafted, | sent off one of our young
researchers (KR Jayasimha, a coauthor of that report)
on a wild goose chase to track down Barakhamba
Cemetery in Delhi. He failed and this cemetery is on
that list of 18. It remains lost.

(2) There is no rationale behind describing
something as “national”. For instance, a tablet on
a treasury building in Varanasi was described as a
“national monument”, It has vanished too and is on
the list of 18.

Mowveable antiquities also become "monuments”,
Without thinking about it, colonial era lists were sim-
ply implanted. Examples are graves and cemeteries
of many British soldiers and officers. Ditto for grave
and cemeteries of dynasties that ruled from Delhi
before the British. Hence, in the present list, there is
geographical bias, with Uttar Pradesh accounting for
the bulk. There are Kos Minars too, which marked out
a distance of one krosha along the Grand Trunk Road.
Some have vanished, others will, as national high-
ways expand. The point is, should these be national
monuments?

All three reports underline the need for rational
and objective criteria to classify a monument as
“national”, implicitly reviewing the existing list. One
hopes ASl's March 8, 2024, notification is the thin end
of the wedge to do precisely that,

(3) All three reports highlight ASI's inability to
adequately protect a monument, once it has been
declared as national. If this cannot be done in Delhi,
imagine what happens elsewhere, On a tangential
note, there has been smuggling of cultural artefacts
from India, often from ASI sites. Since 2014, several
stolen idols have been returned.

(4) ASI was set up in 1861. Is it supposed to
excavate, or is it supposed to protect? Can ASI ho pe
to accomplish both objectives simultaneously? If the

DAY answer is ves, does ASI possess adequate human and

financial resources for protection? Clearly not. It is
easy o argue that ASl's revenue streams can be aug-
mented through higher ticket fees and events. Even
if this is done, it may not suffice. Perhaps the answer
lies in empowering the National Monuments Author-
Ty, T{]I[iﬂ'[.l'. this has a very ambivalent and ambiguous
relationship with ASL. In the last resort, protecting
our monuments is everyone's responsibility. It is not
something the government (in this case the Union
government) can do alone. We need to figure out a
way of tapping private, and even corporate interest,
in our history, heritage and culture.
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The Orlglnal Green Drivers

The early adopters of electric cars in India are still passionate about EVs and sustainability

Lijee Philip

Saumya Prasad, an ecologist, had been hap-
pily driving around Dehradun in an efo,
Mahindra’'s first electric car that was
launched in 2013, for vears. Then one day, in
late 2022, three of the cells in its battery pack
gaveaway. Thecompany nolonger supported
the spares Prasad needed to f1x the vehicle.
The 46-yvear-old made a decision few would.
She hired a truck to move the vehicle all the
way to Bengaluruwhere Zarrvl Lobo, ane-car
aficionado, had what she needed, The old-
generation electric cars can be repaired by
replacing individual cellsthat have degraded
within the pack, unlike the new EVs whose
battery packs are completely sealed.

“From Lobo, I got the cells that matched
my car,” says Prasad. The entire process,
including hauling thecar to Bengaluruand
back, cost her more than 21 lakh. But she
wassoon back todriving inthe hillsand has
clocked more than 14,000 km in her done-up
vehicle. Prasad has taken a precaution as
well. She has installed an active cell balanc-
er; which reduces the chance of an individ-
nal cell degrading. With this, Prasad be-
lievesshe can drive hereZoforanother10-15
yvears. Cars, she says, should bedriven for as
longasthey aredrivable. It isa belief many
early adopters of e-mobility share.

In Bengaluru, Anand Vedula, a 38-vear-old
engineer, has been an e-driver all along—he
started with an e-bike and followed it up with
ane2oin2016. Hedid not give upon hiselectric
car even when his residential society did not
allow it to be charged on the premises. He
charged the car at a relative’s place a few
blocks away Not only isan electric car low on
maintenance, Vedulasayshissmall carisbest
for slow-speed driving in Bengaluru traffic.

“The running cost works out to be less than a
rupee for a kilometre,” he says. However; the
battery needs replacement and he is hopeful
that Lobo, again, will help.

Lobo is one of the few people who collect
parts from scrapped electric cars and refur-
bish them. His Xtra Reinforced Plastics is the
destination for many early e-drivers when
theirold vehicles run into tfrouble. Lobostart-
ed servicing Revacars in 2016, and eZo in 2018.
He hasserviced close to 300 cars.

Prasad and Vedula belong to a close-knit
community of early electric car owners who
aren't willing totrade theirold vehicles or be-
liefsfora fancy, new four-wheeler.

Some stick to their old electric cars even
when they buy new ones. Gurgaon-based
Sanjay Gupta, 60, is a pilot who has a small

fleet of EVs. He bought his first electric car,
Reva, way back in 2002, In 2005, he upgraded
to Reva i. In 2013, he bought the e2o, powered
by lithium-ion battery Last vear, he bought
the BYD) Atto 3 and this yeara Tata Punch.

MISSION ZERO EMISSION
Theearly EV ownersaredeeply interested in
sustainability It was thelir growing concern
about climate change and the ecological im-
pact of conventional vehicles that pushed
them to be among the early adopters of elec-
tricmobility “Electric vehicle is thefuture. It
will drastically bring down owr dependence
oncrude oil,” says Gupta

Ranjan Ray—an architect who relocated
from Delhito Bhubaneswara coupleof vears
agoas his kid suffered from breathing issues

[ SANJAY GUPTA. 60, pilot
I Has a Mahindra e2o,
{ Tata Punch, BYD Atto 3

o “"EVisthe future. It will
+ . ! drastically bring down our
. dependence on crude oil”

due to the air pollution in the capital city—

knows the importance of a clean environ-
ment. He isanearly adopter of thee2o0. About
a decade ago, he wanted to buy a small envi-
ronment-friendly car. Then the only option
was the two-door e2o, which cost upwards of
78 lakh. Luckily, Mahindra came out with a
scheme where one paid for the car upfront,
with amonthly rental for the battery over the
next five vears. “*So, | paid #5.51akh formy first
e2o0and ¥1.8 lakh over five years to Mahindra
that took the entire responsibility of the bat-
tery,” he recalls. Later Ray would team up
with Pluginindia, a commumity of EV users,
todesign RE:CHARGE, India’sfirst app tolo-
cate charging stations. Ray says health and
well-beingof the peoplearound him are para-
mount and EVs make it possible.

The earlv adopters took the plunge, trust-
ingthetechnology and formed communities
to serve as brand ambassadors. They have
provided valuable feedback on how to make
products betterforreal-world use, paving the
way for the mainstreaming of EVs, says
Vivek Srivatsa, chief commercial officer,
Tata Passenger Electric Mobility; the largest
plaver in the electric PV space.

If theearly adoptersfuelled the initial spike
m EV sales, many price-sensitive consumers
have been generally slow to make the transi-
tion and pay a premium over [CE vehicles.

Atul Gopal, a Pune-based teacher, sayssome
early adopters of EVs are often not worried
about price and arewilling tocompromiseon
features for the sake of sustainability, Gopal
bought a second-hand e2o for 271akh whena
new carwas priced at 78 lakh.

KV Suresh, a 70-year-old consultant engi-
neerfrom Noida, bought hise2oin December
2013. It was billed from Bengaluru for 8.7
lakh. Atthat point, he could have gota Suzuki

RANJANRAY,
44, architect

Has a Tata NexonEV and two e2o

“Health and well-being of
people are paramount and
EVs make it possible”

Dzire petrol for ¥5.5 lakh. Since then, he has
clocked closeto 1.6 lakh km, with the original
battery pack. “I have had nomajor issue with
the car. Regular service and a suspension
overhaul havekeptit going. My lastvisittothe
servicestation was in late 2021, says Suresh.

Gopal, who is part of Plugin, says parts of
scrapped cars are sold at cheap rates. This
helps EV owners as many of their cars de-
velopissues with battery and onboard charg-
ers over the yvears. However, many of them
kKnow their way around their vehicles and
can take care of minor issues. When the on-
board charger of Prasad’s car developed a
snag, she fixed it herself.

Industry watchers say electric vehicles are
beginning to make economic sense. Now
there is price parity between electric and
ICE vehicles which will fuel the purchase of
electric PVs and increase their penetration,
which isnow amere2%,

The Indian market is shifting from early

adopters. People are choosing EVs as their

primary vehicle, marking the maturity of
the ecosystem, says Srivatsa.

Now 1t is not just the eco-conscions who are
going for EVs. The vehicles are technologi-
cally superior than many conventional cars
and provide better comfort and acceleration.

ANAND VEDULA, 38, engineer
Has an e-bike, Yo Speed, from Electrotherm
and a MahindraeZo

“The running cost of my car works out
to be less than a rupee for a kilometre”

Itwon't bedifficult toachieve a penetration of
5%, says Chetan Maini, the man behind
India’s first electric car, Reva. “We are seeing
a shift from early adopters. Even smaller cit-
iesare throwing up the numbers,” he says.

Arecent McKinseyreportshedslightonthe
factors propellingthegrowing interest in EVs
among consumers. Environmental impact
takes centre stage, followed by lower cost of
total ownership and reduced engine noise, as
keybenefitsof an V. Thisatteststoashifting
consumer landscape in the ownership of au-
tomobiles where sustainability ranksamong
the top criteria in purchase decisions.

Despite the increasing consumer demand
for sustainable options, challenges such as
range anxiety, limited charging infrastruc.
tureand high initial costs persist. The difficul-
ties were greater when the original green
drivers began their journey and yvet nothing
could faze them.
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DEEP DIVE

ILLUSTRATION: ZAHID

CONSTITUENCY: ADILABAD (S5T)
incumbent MP: Soyam Bapu Rao
(BJP)

In the Fray: Godam Nagesh (BJP),
Athram Sakku (BRS), Athram
Suguna (INC)

In Adilabad, one of the four seats it
wonin 2019, BJP denied the ticket
toits incumbent and gave It instead
to ex-BRS MP Godam Nagesh, due to
infighting. BJP hopes tocash inon
the inrpads it has made intribal are-
as in Adilabad-it won four seatsin
Adilabad  inthe 2023 assembly
polls, points out
Ajay - .

Gudavarthy,

associate professor,
JMNU.

KARIMNAGAR

Incumbent MP: Bandi Sanjay
Kumar (BJP)

Up Against: Boinapally Vinod
Kumar (BRS), INC yet to announce.
In 20195, Banai Sanjay Kumar, for-
mer state BJP president, vocal about
his strong Hindutva views, won the
Karimnagar constituency, defeating
Vinod Kumar by a margin of 50,000
votes. However, Bandi Sanjay lost
the assembly pollin 2023, repeating
the results of the 2018 and 2014 as-
sembly polls and the 2014 parlia-
mentary election. BJP canexpect a
tough contest in the seat.

NIZAMABAD

Incumbent MP: Arvind Dharmapuri (BJP)
Up Against: Bajireddy Govardhan
(BRS), Tatiparthi Jeevan
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Reddy(INC)

Mizamabad delivered a shock defeat
to former CM KCR's daughter, K
Kavitha, at the hands of first-timer
Arvind Dharmapuriin 2019. The re-
gion's turmeric farmers, agitating for
better prices and a turmeric board,
played akey role then, with over
170 of them contesting in the polls.
The PM announced the setting up of
the board last year and the party
won two of seven assembly seatsin
the constituency.

SECUNDERABAD
Incumbent MP: C Kishan Reddy
(BJP)
Up Against: T Padma Rao (BRS),
Danam Nagender (INC)
A seat held by BJP for two consecu-
tive terms, the urban constituency
will see a Union minister—Reddy—
facing off against two sitting MLAs.
While Padma Rao is a four-time
MLA from Secunderabad,
Nagender, an MLA from one
of Secunderabad's as-
sembly seats, switched
from BRS to Congressin
March.

ZAHIRABAD
Incumbent MP: BE Patil
(Defected from BRS to BJP)

Up Against: Gali Anil Kumar
(BRS), Suresh Kumar Shetkar (INC)
Sitting MP BB Patil, an industrialist,
was part of the exodus from KCR's
BRS to BJP in March and got the tick-
et to contest aday after. In 2015,
Patil won the constituency, which
lies near the border with
Maharashtra, but the margin was
only 6,000-odd votes. Incidentally,
BRS candidate Kumar switched from
IMC, ahead of the assembly polls.

MALKAJGIRI

Incumbent MP: Revanth Reddy (INC)
Inthe Fray: Eatala Rajender (BJP),
Shambhipur Raju (BRS), Patnam
Suneetha Mahender Reddy (INC)

A prestigious constituency,
Malkajgiri was held by Revanth
Reddy, current CM, in 2019. The con-
test will be no less intense now, with
former ERS minister Eatala Rajender
snagging the ticket from BJP and the
PM holding a roadshow there. The
CM will be closely involved in this
fight in which Patnam Suneetha
Reddy, ex-BRS, will represent INC,
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Shephali Bhatt
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aromita Deb Arengisfiustrated with

e contentconsumptionexperience
on digital platforms. Recently; some-
one told her that the sound in one of
her Instagram Reels was not work-
ing. Areng, a beauty products con-
sultant from Pune, had used a trending audio
chipfrom Instagram’s music libraryvtoenhance
hervideo'sreach. “Instagram offered toreplace
thenowunavailablescngontheapp, butthenew
audio failed to update as well,” says the 43-year-
old. Muting audio ended up silencing her voice

in the video, thus impeding its reach. Areng
says thisproblemisn’ tunique; many creators
areavoiding library audiofor this reason.
Herfrustration extends tostreaming services.
Unabletofind older Korean dramason Netflix,
she subscribed to another streaming ser-
vice, Viki, only to find those shows “una-
vailable in our region”. She was sur-
prised to encounter geo-restrictions
especially since the Korean govern-
mentdeclared India the biggest market
for Korean content last vear: Areng has
since come tounderstand that these issues
areduetocomplications inlicensing agree-
ments with content producers that grant
platforms the right to publish content they
donotown. However, thatawarenessdoesn't
necessarily ease her exasperation,

“You feel short-changed because vou are
willing to pay toconsume content legitimate-
ly and vet are being forced tolook for alterna-
tives that often expose your system tosecuri-
ty risks.” She makes a valid arcument, At
least 46% users of virtual private network
(VPN) globally opt for it to aceess sireaming
services, and 26% do it specifically to access

region-locked entertairmment, as per a report

from Forbes Advisor published in August 2023,

Eight vears ago, when global streaming ser-
vices like Netflix and Prime Video arrived in
India, they promised access to a vast and con-
timuously expanding content library: The “digi-
tal video-on-demand” branding created an unre-
alistic expectation that the content would be
universally and permanently available. Over
the vears, snippets from popular international
shows circulating on social media have only
fuelled the craving for diverse content.
[ronically this verydesire hasnow shattered the
illusion of seamless access as licensing-led
curbs increasingly constrain users trying to
watch anything and evervthing in the cloud.
Similarly, music’s pivotal role in social media
content has inadvertently exposed people to the
vagaries of licensing disputes in the music in-
dustry whichend uprestricting theuseof songs
on platforms like Spotify and Instagram.

Q We have deals across the

music community in more
than 150 countries. However, our
partnerships are always subject
to change and our library of
licensed music may

shift as a result”
SPOKESPERSON OF META

OTT BORDERS
As aresult, a growing number of users are ex-
pressing disgruntlement with their consump-
tion experience. “It'sannoving thatTcan’tdoa
Prime Video Watch Party with my friends in
India even when I'm in the country; just be-
cause | have a US-registered Prime account,”
says Anmol M, a 27-yvear-old software engineer
based in San Francisco. In the US, he watches
Koffee With Karan on Hulu because Hotstar
isn't available there. However, theshow airson
Hulu a day later, he says, by which time his
friends back home have already seenand made
memes out of it, A decade ago, when Anmol
moved overseas, there wasn't a lot of content
from India that he followed. *Very little existed
in the first place,” he says. But now, he experi-
enees FOMO for Indian content.

Some [ndians abroad, like Soumya Wadhwa,
compile a list of shows to watch during visits
back to India due to this fear of missing out. 1

™,
P

o S : 388
. P L L

o el

Kill Joy

From songs that stop playing to shows
that refuse to stream, licensing issues
are disrupting content consumption in
social media and streaming platforms

How Users Are Impacted

MUSIC

»Certain songs don't play on
audio-streaming apps in some
regions

»Some pieces of music from
Instagram'’s audio library do
not play in certain regions

»Film songs in a web series
stop playing when music
licence expires

CONTENT

P \Various seasons of a show
are available on different
OTT platforms

pDifferent dubbed versions
of a movie are available on
different OTT platforms

»0ld shows and mavies leave
platforms after licence expiry

»Shows are unavailable to
watch in certain countries
due to geo-restrictions

like how western content is concen-
trated on certain platforms in India,”
says the32-vear-old finance profession-
alfrom Vancouver, “Shows like Friends
and Schitt’s Creek (a Canadian show)
are available on Netflix Indiabutnot o n
Netflix Canada,” she adds. During her last trip
to India, she found Hindi-dubbed K-dramas on
Netflix. She prefers the guality of Hindi dub-
bing over English, but Netflix Canada doesn’t
have a Hindi audio option.

India doesn't necessarily have easy access to
every popular western title. Ask film critic
Sucharita Tvagi, who moved from India to the
US last vear When discussing a movie, show, or
even an audiobook, she says, “I have tofirst en-
sure that it is available in India.” For instance,
Oscar-nominated May December never hit
Netflix India, despite its many trailersannounc-
ing Netflix as the film's digital home in North
America. “l always check with my India team
which Hulu titles are streaming on Hotstar,”
says Tyvagi. She recently discovered that the au-
diobook for Killers OF the Flower Moorn—which
inspired the 2023 Martin Scorsese movie—is
strangely available in French, German and
Italian on Audible India, but not in English.

Stranger still is the case of Mysteries and
Feluda, It's a locally produced animated series
based on the tales of Feluda—a fictional detec-
tive conceived by writer-director Satyajit Ray
that is available on Prime Video but not acces-
sible to Indian viewers. In an email response, a
Prime Video spokesperson tells ET, “We make
our locally licensed Indian films available in
240+ countries and territories. While there
could besome exceptions wherecertainrights/
territories could be carved out by the licensors
incaseof licensed content, it's our constant en-
deavour to provide customers across locales,
ereat content in their preferred languages.”
Netflix and Disnev+Hotstar declined to com-
ment while ET'semailed queriestoJio Cinema
and Vikidid not elicita response.
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(YSRCP)
Up Against: Velagapalli Varaprasad
Rao (BJP)
The constituency hosting the temple town
was allotted to BJP under its alliance with
Telugu Desam Party and Jana Sena. A former
bureaucrat, Raois the Tirupati MLA and
joined BJP as recently as March 24, triggering
murmurs of dissent, Analysts like Telakapalli
Ravidon't expect amarked improvementin
BJP's performance in AP (its vote share was
less than NOTA's in 2019). 5till, Rao did win
this seat in 2014—on a YSRCP ticket.

Licence Numbers

459/ Share of watch time for
Olicenced content on
NetflixinH1 2023

Source: What We Watched: & Netflix
Engagement Report, Dec 2023

$9 bn

Licensing fee paid by Spotify to
music labels and publishersin
2023

Source; Spotify annual report
“Laud&Clear”

26%

Share of users who use VPN
globally to access region-
locked entertainment
Source: Forbes Advisor 2023

3-5 years

Period for which

licensing rights to

new movies are generally
given to a streaming
platform

| Source: Streaming platforms
and film producers

IT'S BUSINESS
Why do platforms operate like
this, yonask?

Theshortanswer; It'snothing

personal, just business. “Around
80% of content rights, excluding those of ma-
jor studios and their projects, are handled by
sales agents,"” says GK Tirunavukarasu, CEO
of ProducerBazaar, a content IP rights ex-
change marketplace. “Producers distribute
their movies through these brokers, who then
allocate different licences to several players in
different territories for varying prices. It's
more beneficial for them to sell individual
rights rather than in bulk.”

Dealing with content in both domestic and in-
ternational markets involves at least 40 IP
rights, including gaming rights, dialect rights,
sequel rights, among others, “If the producer
isn't clued in to who is acquiring which rights
where, it can lead to chaos [read: legal notices
and lawsuits]duetothelegalitiesof adheringio
each contract,” adds Tirunavukarasu.

Entertainment lawver Privanka Khimani
highlights how new services often are either
clueless or feign ignorance about content li-
censing costs. She cites homegrown short-
video platformsfrom the post-TikTok banera.
some of whomneglected musiclicensing pay-
ments until labels took legal action.

In 2023, Spotify paid 59 billion to music labels
and publishers in licensing fees, according to
its annual report, “Loud&Clear”. Khimani,
who specialises in media rights, says much of
the behind-the-scenes efforts contributing to
this figure often escape the general audience.
“Disputes between artists, labels and third par-
ties cause delays in closing deals, which could
potentially result in takedowns and song una-
vailability on platforms like Spotity and
Instagram. Failuretoarrive atadeal canresult
in catalogues being taken down from a plat-
form, like it happened with Universal Music
Groupthat has removed almost its entire cata-

PATHANAMTHITTA

(UDF)

Up Against: Thomas |saac
(LDF), Anil Antony (BJP)
Congress leader AK Antony's son,
Anil, is contesting as a BJP candi-
date and hopes to woo the mi-
nority Christian votes as well as
BJP's traditional votersin the

seat which is home to the

Incumbent MP: Anto Antony

Sunil Kumar (LDF),
" K Muraleedharan
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loguefrom TikTok recently,” she adds.

An instance of content licensing issue that
can escape the viewer is the use of third-party
musicinfilms and OTT shows. For instance, in
Season 3 of an ALTT show, Dil Hi Toh Hai
(2020}, several Sony Music tracks that werefea-
tured prominently in some episodes initially,
seem to have been replaced with instrumental
music, even though the characters are still lip-
syneing to songs like * Hawayein' and “Say
Shava Shave”. This could have happened due
toagap incoverageof rightsorchangestoown-
ershipof the music. Emailsto ALTT, formerly
ALT Balaji, and Sony Music did not elicit a re-
sponse till press time.

Negotiations for music licensing occur
across platforms and labels in various territo-
ries, with nostandardised rates, relying solely
on relationships and track record. “It's truly
the Wild West,” says Khimani.

Instagram has now started flagging audio
affected by licensing changes. In an email, a
Meta spokesperson tells ET, “We have deals
across the music community in morethan 150
countries.... However, our partnerships are
always subject to change and our library of
licensed music may shift as aresult.”

Moviesareshifting platformes, too. Streaming
rights for new movies are typically for three-
five vears. So, crime thriller Andhadhior (2018)
shifted from Netflix to Prime Video recently.

Q Each platform offers various
subscription tiers in India and
globally, potentially expanding
our audience. We will see how the
strategy unfolds. It's a valuable
learning experience for me"”

NIRANJAN REDDY,
producer of Hanu-Man

The 2016 Aamir Khan-starrer Dangal, which
was on Netflix India initially, can now only be
rented on Prime Video and Apple TV (or
bought on the latter).

The latest content-licensing contracts are
now allocating different language/ dubbed ver-
sions to different platforms. Hanu-Man, the
Telugu blockbuster from January and one of
the highest grossing movies of the vear so far;
hasbeenreleased in Hindion Jio Cinema while
the original Telugu version has gone to ZEES.
By April 5, its Tamil, Kannada and Malayalam
dubbed versions will be on Disney+Hotstar, K
Niranjan Reddy, producer of the film, says,
“Each platform offers various subscription
tiers in India and globally; potentially expand-
ing our audience. It's promising; we will see
how the strategy unfolds. It's a valuable learn-
ing experience for me.” Last week, Reddy
closed a contract for the film’'s Japanese dub
with English subtitles through a local vendor
inJapan, he tells ET from the US.

This constant movement of content across
platforms renders Google searches for locating
content unreliable and time-consuming, says
Basreena Basheer; a product manager at a BZB
media & security firm in Bengaluru. However,
she defends platforms’ decisions to not disclose
reasonsforcontentunavailability: “Many avoid
mentioninggeo-restrictionstodiscotrage VEN
use, given the abundance of online guides on
circumventing geco-blocking.” Reasons for una-
vailability typically tend to be vague to avoid di-
rect mention of any regulatory role (if applica-
ble) in geo-restriction, she adds.

Streaming platforms are increasingly focus-
ingon expanding theiroriginal content library
to avoid licensing hassles. However, licensed
content remains vital for growth; 45% of
Netflix watch-time in H1 2023 was dedicated to
licensed content, per the company's engage-
ment report. Some players are trying to find
ways to improve communication around li-
censing woes, Viki has an option to petition to
get a show in your region. Netflix has intro-
duced the ‘Leaving Soon’ tag for short-lived ti-
tles. “Perhaps, an Available from’ tag toprovide
a tentative timeframe for accessing content
could help. I'd be thrilled if there arecategories
like Available after general elections’, for in-
stanece,” says Basheer; only halfjokingly

shephall bhattcimesgroup.com
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Fight for Fifteen

Can BJP break its southern jinx outside Karnataka?
Here are 15 seats the party is pinnirg its-hGpes on:

Indulekha Aravind

(UDF}, Suresh Gopi (BJP)

This will be Malayalam actor
Copi's third attempt in the tem-
ple town after 2019 and 2021
(assembly). The PM has added
fire power, visiting the constitu-
ency twice in January and at-
tending the wedding of Gopi's
daughter. Regional media polls
sugeest it will be a close contest
among the three.

Sabarimala temple. But the con-
test against three-time MLA
Anto and former finance
minister Isaac will not be
' gasy. State BJP head K

- :
RS L Surendran, however, told
| ET he is “100% sure”

the party would win
. this and another

PALAKKAD

Incumbent MP: VK Sreekandan
(UDF)

Up Against: A Vijayaraghavan
(LDF), C Krishnakumar (BJP)
Palakkad, a Left stronghold for
several years, was wrested by
Congress-led United Democratic

THELRAR nineseatsinKerala. Frontin 2019 as part of the
“Rahul Gandhi wave". BJP has
THRISSUR been gradually increasing its
incumbent MP: vote share. It managed to win
_ TN Prathapan the Palakkad municipality twice
PATHANAMTHITTA (UDF) in the local body elections, a
- IntheFray: Vs first in Kerala for the party and

afactor Krishnakumar hopes to
cash inon.

the |otus bloomed back in
2014, when it elected BJP vet-
eran Radhakrishnan. However,

the former Union minister lost

COIMBATORE

Incumbent MP: P Ramaswamy
Natarajan (CPM)

Inthe Fray: K Annamalai (BJP),
Ganapathi B Rajkumar (DMK), Singai
Ramachandran (AIADMEK)

The industrial hub will see a high-
octane contest, thanks to the can-
didature of BJP’s provocative
state president from there. For
the party, this is a priority seat=it
won herein 1998 and 1999 inthe
wake of serial bomb blasts in the
city, a point Modi emphasised in
his recent roadshow.

the seat to Congress's H
Vasanthakumarin 2019. In the

2021 by-election heid after

the death of

Vasanthakumar, his

son Vijay Vasanth

beat Radhakrishnan by .
over 1 lakh votes. The a .
two will be facing off again.

COIMBATORE

SOUTH CHENNAI
Incumbent MP: Thamizhachi
Thangapandian (DMK)

Up Against: Tamilisai
Soundararajan (BJP),

J Jayavardhan (AlADMK)

KANNIYAKUMARI

Incumbent MP: Vijay Vasanth
{INC)

Up Against: Pon Radhakrishnan
(BJP), Nazareth Pasilian
(AIADMK)

The state’s southernmost constit-
uency was the only one where

The former BJP state president
quit her gubernatorial assign-
ment in Telangana to jump into
the poll fray in the prestigious
constituency. Making it a rare
contest between two female
candidates, she will take on in-
cumbent Thamizhachi

I— TIRUNELVELI

i —

KANNIYAKUMARI

Thangapadian of
DMK, which has won
the seat five times.
Making it a three-car-
nered fight will be
; Jayavardhan, who wonin

1_4.' 2014,

PUDUCHERRY TIRUNELVELI
(um Incumbent MP: S
Gnanathiraviam (DMK)
Inthe Fray: Nainan
Nagenthiran (BJP),
M Jansi Rani (AIADMK),
Robert Bruce (INC)
Nagenthiran, sitting MLA
from Tirunelveli and former
AIADMK legislator, began his
campaign even before his candi-
dature was announced by BJP,
The southern TN constituency,
dominated by the Nadar commu-
nity, was once an AIADMK
stronghold but no more. Incensed
by Bruce's candidature, a former
Congress MP had filed nomina-
tion as party candidate, but it
was rejected.

i

SOUTHCHENNAI

SN a '

Modi on the campaign trail
in Coimbatore

Incumbent MP: \ Vaithilingam
(INC)

Up Against: A Namassivayam
(BJP), G Thamizhvendhan
(ATADMEK)

The Union territory is expected to
see a straight fight between BJP
and Congress, where the incum-
bent will take on home minister
Mamassivayam, who has family
links with Chief Minister N
Rangasamy. Namassivayam
moved from Congress to BJP in
2021, when the Congress gavern-
ment was toppled.
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ISTHAT A SUBTLE SULK GROWING ON THE FACE OF ‘THE HAPPIEST NATION ON EARTH"?

Declared saare jahan se achha on the happiness matrix for the seventh year running, Finland has another emotion growing among its citizens:; worry. Here's a case study

Prez Alexander Stubb listed his 3 reasons why Finland is #1: na-
ture, trust, education. 'Please tell that to Kaurismaki!" read a reply

ST:'-IP!IT TO FINNISH

SANJOY NARAYAN

Helsinki: On a cold and grey Wednesday
morning in Kallio, Helsinki's vibrant Bo-
hemian northern district, a long brea-
dline snaked down Helsinginkatu and
then up Kustaankatu. Nearly 500 people
were waiting in the freezing queue for the
weelkly handout of free food.

Breadlines became a familiar phenom-
enon in Finland since the recession vears of
the early 1990s. It's looming again. In 2023,
GDP declined 0.5% and Finland's central
bank says while inflation is easing and
households’ purchasing power rising, GDP

could contract by a further(0.2% in 2024.

On the same Wednesday morning, the
UN-sponsored World Happiness Report
(WHR) declared Finland as the happiest
country in the world for the 7th vear run-
ning. As in the past, other Nordic coun-
tries, Denmark, Iceland, and Sweden were
cheek by jowl to Finland.

Seven yearsof being ‘the happiest’ is probably
exhausting - media coverage of WHR was be-
reft of anyv hyperbole or exuberance. The large-
st newspaper, Helsingin Sanomat, ran a terse
report with a photo that showed Finnish kids
playing ice hockey And, in a post on X, Fin-
land’s newly-elected president Alexander
Stubb listed his three reasons why Finland is
#1: nature, trust, education. Towhich, one com-
ment said, ‘Please tell that to Aki Kaurismaki,
he doesn’t seem to know that!” Kaurismaki, of
course, is Finland's best-known director whose
films are known for their melancholic themes.

Finnish media gave short shrift to the
ranking because there are other matters of
concern. Ungoing strikes by labour unions
have disrupted life across the country They
are protesting Finland's right-wing govern-
ment’s proposed labour reforms, which

KHUD KHUSHI? SCENE FROM AKI KAURISMAI{I S'FALLEN LEAVES' (2023)

they believe would undermine workers’
rights and degrade working conditions.
The government, which is battling high
publicdebt, is also slashing unemploviment
subsidies and housingassistance,

This yvear's WHR asks people from 143
countriestoratetheirlivesfrom 0to10, Ital-
s0 considers six other parameters: social
support (welfare and benefits), income,
health, freedom, generosity, and low cor-

ruption. Finland and the other Nordic
countries fare very well on all of those.
Finns, especially, accord much value to na-
ture and that lakes, forests, and clean air
and water enrich quality of theirlives.

Yet, vou'll hear chortles and snorts when
vou ask Finns about their happiness rank-
ing. Disbelief is another reaction. “To many
of us, it seems like fake news,’ guffaws Tee-
mu Aman, 45, a dental technician. Aman

thinks the survey doesn't consider more
complex factors that have an impact on life
like mental health. He points to Finland’s
high rates of depression and loneliness be-
cause of highly fragmented families.

In 2020, more than 400,000 Finns received
social insurance compensation for prescrip-
tion antidepressant meds. And latest esti-
mates suggest thataround 1mn people(of 5.5
mn population) are diagnosed with mental
health issues that include depression, anxie-
ty. and bipolar disorder:

Finland has low marriage and high di-

vorce rates, An estimated 1.5 mn people
live alone, ‘Factors like loneliness are not
reflected in the happiness study’ says
Aman. Adds Kira Selin, 59, a healthcare
entrepreneur;, Abundance of nature, safe-
ty, quality of education and social welfare
contribute to a happy life. But are Finns
emotionally happy? Perhapsnot.”

This year's happiness report notes that in Fin-
land (as in many other countries), older people
appear happier than the young. Under-30 re-

spondents rank Finland 7th, not 1st. Many
yvoung Finns feel their lives are getting harder.
Guality of education in Finland is still among
the world's best, and individuals enjoy more
freedom of choice. But things are changing.
says Lotta Nari, 25, Helsinki University stu-
dent, “The world we face is more uncertain and
less hopeful than the previous generation.
There is far greater competition and pressure,”

Last week, the media's focus was not on
happiness but something not unrelated to it.
Finland’s fertility rate has dropped to a his-
toric low of 1.25. If it isn't at least 2.1, in the
next 90 yvears, number of native Finns could
drop to below 1 mn. Also, Finland is an age-
ing nation. In 2023, people aged 65-plus were
23.6 % of the population. In 2035, it could be-
come28%.

These trends turntheattention to wheth-
er Finland needs more work-age immi-
grants, and whether its healthcare facili-
ties can match future demands. These are
problems that the “happiest country’ must
now ponder.

FILM FATALE

ANNA MH UETTICAD

Is the Critic Wrong

JUGULAR VEIN
, .

\ ' e

James Cameron’s Avatarfilms, setin
the habitable satellite of the Alpha
Centauri star system, Pandora, re-
portedly contains some 2,000 words -
but also grammar and syntax rules.
Conlangs can be amalgams of
words taken from real languages,
such as Arabic, Turkish, and He-
brew, as inthefilm versionsof Frank
Herbert's 1965 SF novel, Dune, in

JUG which the Fremen who inhabit the
SURAIYA desert planet Arrakis, speak Cha-
| meeeeessss—m kobsa.

patois for his equatorial African
jungle-dwelling protagonist John
Clayton, Lord Greystoke, Tarzan of
the Apes, whose anthropoidal war
cryv before visiting GBH on sundry
adversaries was ‘Kreegah bundolo!”
which in human speech could be
rendered as, ‘Boy, are you gonna get
yvour lumps and then some!”

Long before conlang was coined,
JRR Tolkien devised several in-
vented languagesforhisLordof the

‘Parlez-Vous Na'vi?’ ‘No, Kreegah Bundolo!’

Conlangs - constructed languages - in books and movies create whole new worlds and peoples free to (mis)communicate

what I choose it to mean - neither
more nor less... the question is
which is to be master - that's all.”

But if conlangs can be confound-
ing, conslangs, such as Cockney
rhyming slang, can be perplexing.
East End Londoners have created
anargotalltheirowntodeceive out-
giders. A ‘titfer’ refers to a hat, be-
ing derived from ‘tit for tat’ which
rhymes with hat. A ‘'China’ meansa
friend, as ‘china plate’ rhymes with

ABOUT..
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Gross Outfits,
Not Gross At All

Na'vi, Avatar's conlang, derives phonemes, distinctive sound
patterns, from Polynesian and African lingual systems

Rings epic, including Sindarin,
spoken by Elves, Khuzdul, spoken
by Dwarves, and the Black
Speech of malign Mordor.

The leading light of con-
langs, however, might be
deemed to be Lewis Car-
roll: “T'was brilliz and the
slithy toves/ Did gyre and
gimble in the wabe;/ All

Na'vi derives phonemes, distinec-
tive sound patterns, from Polynesian
and African lingual systems. Con-
versely, like the Dothraki and High
Valerian tongues used in the
Game of Thrones series,
adapted from George RR
Martin's novels, A Song of
Ice and Fire, conlangs can
be made up, just as Klin-
gon was in Star Trek.

Conlangs need not
have geographical

Or Right? Neither,
Dear Film Fan

Let's not seek validation in reviews, but
get informed, especially of other PoVs

‘Ah, this review aged well, didn't it? @’ This sar-
donicremark landed in the comments section be-
low my review of Chidambaram’s latest film,

Have you heard the latest ... gross
outfits?

Ah, the latest fashion craze! It's
the epitome of casual chie,
where comfort reigns supreme
and mismatched night suits are
high fashion. Basically, any-
thing goes if voucan pull it off in
style.

The observation that America and
England are separated by the Atlan-
tic Ocean, and have a common lan-
cuage, endorsesthe opinion that hu-
mans are the only species with the
verbal ability to miscommumicate
with each other. Closer home, an-
other tongue-in-check example may
be found in peninsular India’s wari-
ness of Hindi as a wolf in Sanskriti
clothing.

Despite such instances of lan-

mate, as in pal. A ‘pork pie’ is a lie,
anda ‘tealeaf’ isathief,

Language, mainly coded language,
is an affirmation of identity and be-
longing. When asked why he had not
emigrated to more tax-friendly envi-
rons than Britain like a few of his
well-heeled compatriots, John le
Carré recounted an anecdote -
which would merita Smiley, as in Ge-

Soundsfun,butwhylisittrending?
Chinese youngsters in Wuhan

Manjummel Boys, some days back. The implica- guage building barriers instead of or zoological mimsy were the boro- orge -- about a customer in his local are turning the office into a cozy
tion was clear. In the weeks since I wrote a mid- bridges, humans have a gift of boundaries. & goves,/ And the pub who asked for a gold watch and paradise. Why shell out for suits
dlingcritigue with the headline, ‘Thinly written, tongues, and concoct fictional dia- Unde- / = N mome raths out- wasserved a glass of Scotch whisky

inconsistent but ultimately rewarding survival lects at the drop of achat. Conlangs, terred by ] grabe.” Seldom ‘Gold watech/Scotch’ stands to

drama,’ the Malayvalam film has gone on to be- or constructed languages, continue the mi- has jabber been rhyvme, if not reason.

come a pan-India hit, This reader had enjoved to be a growing industry in literary nor more wocky Idiomatic usage can, however, have
MB, and expected me, as a critic who had not and cinematic realms. Linguists consid- v Or, as Hump- its pitfalls. In 1963, when JFK made
gushedover it, tobe embarrassed by its box-office create these fictive forms of speech  eration ty Dumpty his famous ‘Ich bin ein Berliner’
triumph. to add authenticity to exotic envi- that "i mansplains speech to show solidarity with the
Honestly, sarcasm and mild mockerv froma film ronments and cultures, distinguish  he'd : to Alice, German city that had been divided
fan feel like politeness in comparison with the between different groups and com- never ‘WhenIusea by the Berlin Wall, he didn’t realise
abuseandthreatsthatreviewstend toattract, the munities, and give the reader or visited , word it that the term he’'d used referred not
misogyny aimed at women critics, and across- viewer an immersive experience by  the  Afri- means just onlytoacitizenof Berlinbutalsotoa
the-board personal attacks, which includes tar- opening magic casements on the can conti- SPRECHIN popular local comestible, a dual us-
geting a critic’'s minority religious identity. Still, foam of ‘perilous seas, in faerv nent, Edgar - age, which left many bemused as to
this reader’s relatively tame message merits lands forlorn’, as the poet put it. Rice Bur- NAVIWITHA why the Leader of the Free World
scrutiny, since it highlights a prevailing confu- Conlangs not only have vocabula- roughs de- SCOTTISH was proudly proclaiming that he was
sion about the purpose that film criticism serves. ries — Na'vi, the invented idiom for vised a primate ACCENT akind of German jam doughnut, and ties when you can rock your

A eriticisnot an astrologer. The job of acriticis
not to predict box-office destinies, but to provide
informed analysis, with perspective on the socio-
political and cultural context in which a film has
been made, in addition to the track record of the
team behind it, and other factors.

The task before a critic is not merely to address
the gquestion she is most often asked, ‘Did youlike
this film” but to articulate with clarity her rea-
sons why If areview presumed to foretell afilm's
box-office fate, then, of course, it should be
deemed not to have ‘aged well’. If that's not what
the critic did though, then by dissing divergent
opinions, vou risk losing out on one of the great
jovsof beingapassionate cinephile: the jov of in-
telligent debate.

As it happens, few things have the potential to
enrage human beings as much as disagreements
over religion,
sports or cinema.
The psychology at
play is worth ex-
amining. Many
audience mem-
bers interpret a
negative or luke-
warm review of a
film they loved as
a personal af-
front. This could
partly be ex-
plained by the
sense of posses-
siveness s0me
tend to develop to-
wards theirfavou-
riteartand artists.

Bevond this
though lies a defen-
siveness evident in social media commentary,
drawing-room conversations and elsewhere,
arisingfromanassumptionthatthecriticisarro-
gant, and is somehow belittling them by thinking
differently.

This mindset is also reflected in a compliment
most commonly bestowed on critics by those who
respect their work: ‘“Your reviews are usually
right’. Is there aright or wrong in these matters?
Well, sure, if areviewermakesfactualerrorsoris
illogical, does not bother to substantiate state-
ments, or lacks knowledge.

For the most part, however, as I tell well-mean-
ing friends when they say, “Your reviews are usu-
ally right,’ they must consider if what they mean
is, “Your reviews usually match my opinions of
thefilms1see,” becanse they subconsciously seek
validation from reviews and feel uncomfortable
when they don’t get what they are looking for.

Inshort, younareright because weagree. (I know,
I know. I hear you - it would be simpler to quietly
acceptthe compliment.)

The beauty of artisthat it issubjective. Youmay
deem Mona Lisa an ordinary, over-hyped paint-
ing. You may be bored by Satvajit Ray and Federi-
co Fellini. And vou would be neither right nor
wrong. You would just be you.

We will all be more relaxed when we recognise
that our reactions to films are governed by the
sum total of our life experiences, our varied social
locations, our politics, our knowledge and our
tastes. A good film critic is just a professional who
has chosen to devote themselves to a study of cine-
ma, and all of us - critics and laypersons —are en-
riched when we listen to, instead of feeling threat-
ened or slighted by, viewpoints that challenge us.

The writer is authorof The Adventures
of an Intrepid Film Critic

WHAT D'YA MEAN
THEHUMOUR WAS
A BIT FORCED?

favourite PJs and fuzzy slippers

And Citizens, the Real
Delhi Liquor ‘Scam’

The city's voter-tipplers may have overconsumed electoral politics and missed the real peg
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INDRAJIT HAZRA

While India, if not LN.D.LA.,
has found its de facto, if not de
Jure, main opposition leader. a
far quieter, but arguably as im-
portant, event takes place to-
day: it's the last dav for all ho-
tels, clubs and restaurants,
along with wholesale and other
distributors of the nation's
capital city to renew their li-
quor licence if they want to
keep plying the good - or even
middling - stuff to Delhi’s fine
measurers of pegsand pints.
As what regularly happens in
India’s version of democracy
in action, the opera of party
politics has once again over-
whelmed and overtaken con-
sumer concern. And lest ‘con-
sumer’ sounds petty, the much-
hallowed voter is first a con-
sumer of goods and services 12
months a year, 7 days a week,
and only then a fellow hustings-
hustler for about twice every
five years. And vet, the ‘beauty’
of this electoral Ram leela is
that even the consumer puts
his orherneedsand grievances
aside, and becomes (be)sotted
with the seasonal-episodic lim-
ited series of The Great Indian
Election Show (press on “Skip
intro’). As a wise man once
sald, ‘When the wise man
points at the moon, the idiot
looksatthe (vote-inked) finger.’
Notwithstanding hosting
global events like the much-
toasted G20, and the 3-day
Burrp Festival that started
this Friday — the city’s ‘biggest
beer festival® at the Garden of
Five Senses near Saket - Del-
hi’s consumers of alcohol are
arguably the worst served
among India’s metros. Since
the scrapping of the 2021-22 1i-

quor policy of the Delhi Excise
Department on July 31, 2022 -
by which the AAP government
had, for six months since No-
vember 2021, allowed private
players (L-7 retail vendors) to
sell liguor, including using per-
fectly legit tricks of the trade
like discounts and special of-
fers buving alcohol from
stores have, in many places in
Delhi, returned to early 2000-
eramavhem.

If teetotalers among vou
could, for one minute, keep
aside your ‘Beta, daaru peena
buri baat hain’ and ‘Vendors
breed corrupt benders’' con-
cerns, and treat alcohol buvers
of Delhi as one among many
other segments of evolving
consumers of New India, vou
could sympathise with the
buving experience of liguor —
think Lagavulin 16 and Chi-
lean MontGras Intriga Caber-
net Sauvignon 2018, and not
just ‘Haywards 5000 and ‘Her-
cules’ - having plummeted af-
terthe ‘gov vends-only’ kanoon
kicked in again since Septem-
her 2022.

Despite hosting
global events like
G20 and The Burrp
Festival, Delhi's
alconsumers are the
worst served among
India’s metrus

THEY'RE MAKING ALL
OFUSLOOK BAD

For one, mid-shelf brands,
never mind high-end imports,
are getting to be like finding a
pairof Hush Puppies inaroad-
side chappal ‘store’, even in re-
tail stores in areas like Khan
Market. A recent trip to a GK1
outlet reminded me of when,
while braving a pre-drv day
mob outside a Mayvur Vihar
government liguor store in the
early 2000s, I was witnesstoone
gentleman telling oftf another
who was elbowing his way
through, ‘Bhai-saab, ve kva ho-
mosexual kar rahe hain aap!”
Asaresult, manyof Delhi'sim-
bibers — especially women -
take resort to having their 21st
century liguor-buying experi-
ence either from Gurgaon or
MNoida stores, or from airport
outlets from other states and
countries.

And as in politics, choice has
become a casualty, even as the
very same ‘choice’ is tom-
tommed as the ealling card for
a Viksit-ting Bharat, With com-
petition (sic) in Delhi’s liguor
retail industry now ‘extended’
for the third time to Indira
Gandhi ‘nationalised banks’
level, the city’s tipplers will
continue to see local brands
crowd out larger, wider, higher
ones that are increasingly
available to consumers else-
where.

Yes, the fate of Delhi’'s CM -
and the electoral effects of his
elevation as ‘Bonnie ka Clyde’,
now hangs on how the courts
view his involvement in a li-
quor policy that reportedly
saw ‘commissions’ from a
southern comfort coterie of
private vendors for AAP's
funding. But why in the name
of Baba Bhaironath - residing
deity of Sri Kilkari Bhairon
Temple next to Purana @Qila,
where it's custom to serve alco-
holic beveragesas prasad-will
Delhi’s oenophiles and malt
cONnoisseurs, beer-aucrats
and Netflix tipplers have to
bear the brunt of a panga that
only has a tenuous peg with
their sense of representative
politics?

indrajit.hazra@timesgroup.com

to work? It's like they're saying,

] . *Why dress to impress when vou
No DFFENCE *wﬂr paria can dress to de-stress? Move
over, Milan Fashion Week - Wu-
o han's bringing comfy chic to the
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Sortof, alegacy of Covidera. The
CozY generation wants to main-
tain its unique identity and
adopt a relaxed approach to-
wards life. Basically, it'samix of
WFEFH and WFO.

Butthere must be critics too..
surething! So, veah, some people
are all, *Oh, it's so unprofession-
al to wear home clothes to the of-
fice, blah blah'. But come on, if
evervone's still getting their
work done and a couple of folks
are happier in their sweatpants,
why rain on the parade? I mean,
who cares if someone’s wearing
his lucky dinosaur PJs to meet-
ings if he's still crushing those
spreadsheets, right? Let's just
embrace the cozy chaos and call
itaday!

d|  Text by Lijee Philip

insert disc (&)
Old song retains appeal for
non professionals (5)

Take up space in land north of
Plymouth for instance (4}

Eccentric policeman doing
desk jobs? (7)

Girl stands on old rope (5}
Fag-ends turning up in river

=] & W kS

used in labs (4,5)
8 Leftlate (8)

11 Henry provided institute with
soundkit (2-2)
14 Mo intro to "West Side Story”

heroine’s song (4) o
15 Ancient creature wandering in

Goa?ldunno(9) _
16 {P;]rth' and what might cateh it

17 Struggle with opinion (4)

1B Film a new member
ctaggering about (8)

20 Regular parts of metal ring
reveal merit (4)

21 What to say when leaving

unruly dog:'0bey! (7)
22 You are texting man? |1U's really
impaortant (&)

24 Guy incharge is hard to
control (5)

26 Small investment sounds
expensive to a Parisian (5)

27 Classic wear’s not normal in
some Pacific islands {4)

ACRO5S _ _

1 Doctor's drunk working without
night light (4.4)

5 Many columns are so openly
disregarded nonetheless (6)

9 Extra benefits from special shots in

soned conjecture (8,5)

billiards (4-4)
10 Completely consumes American Garbo — Greek pulled out (B)
energy drink (4,2) 30 EU chief accepts a French guy who's

12 Steer round Mew York stone (4)

13 What's used when the police fly
over ultimately? (10)

15 Somehow \Vera and | get into
terrible mess, utterly lost (13)

19 Trained guests have no time for rea-

ineffective (&)

DOWN

23 Source of blood cells — 1 million
found in old tomb (4.6)

25 Despotic ruler in Amritsar (4)

28 Dutch aren't outwardly passionate

{6}
29 Cancel play with Greta

31 Emergency! Foreign leader's
trapped in arts centre (3,5)

1 Thisstyle of music is fun to play -

Bd0) LT AIeUS 9Z

JUBW FZ JUSBIN ZT '2AQPOOD 12
"WIEF 0F BUeiqaiNgT

‘MaIN LT 'POY 9T 'UOpOURNE| ST
BUY T 1)-IH 11 ‘palieda 8
5adn] 1501 £055e7 9 1eaGLO &
J0OW £ AJNET T UoIsnd TNMOQ
ale

D3y LE 'UINUNJ OE 212040V 6Z
IU=pay 8T JESL S MOJ

BlU 2U0g £Z '552N3 pa1eanpI 61
‘F|dena11124] §T J31dOIPH ET
wAUQ ZT dns3sn O SUo-uids &
‘PalNjd S 'UCOW [N T 5504 )Y
-L500 "ON OL NOILLNTOS5

ZiThe Daily Mail




AROUND THE WORLD

()7

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | NEW DELHI / GURGAON | SUNDAY | 31 MARCH 2024

US Updates
Export Curbs
on Al Chips,
Tools to China

. WASHINGTON The

Biden adminis-

tration on Friday
revised rules aimed at mak-
ingit harder for Chinato
access US artificial intelli-
gence chips and chipmaking
tools, part of an effort to
hobble Beijing’s chipmaking
industry over national secu-
rity concerns. The rules,
released in October, seekto
halt shipments to China of
more advanced Al chips
designed by Nvidiaand
others as Washington cracks
downon Beijing over con-
cernsitsadvancing tech
sector could help boost
China's military. The new
rules, whichrun 166 pagesin
length, gointo effect on
Thursday. They clarify, for
example, that restrictionson
chipshipments toChina also
apply to laptops containing
those chips. - Reuters

US Congress
Bans Staff Use of
Copilot: Report

m—_— NEW YORK TheUS
ﬁ House of Repre-
sentatives hasseta
strict ban on congressional
staffers use of Microsoft's
Copilot generative Al assistant,
Axios reported on Friday. "The
Microsoft Copilot application
has been deemed by the Office
of Cybersecurity tobeariskto
usersdue tothe threat of
leaking House data to non-
House approved cloud ser-
vices,” the House's Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer Catherine
Szpindor said. “We recognise
that government users have
higher security requirements
for data. That's why we an-
nounced a roadmap of Micro-
soft Al tools, like Copilot, that
meet federal government
security and compliance re-
quirements that we intend to
deliver later this year,” a Micro-
soft spokesperson said, - Reuters

Stringent
Checks &
Balances

»» From Page 1

In 2024, around 700,000 people
applied for the 85,000 H-1B visas
granted each vear with appli-
cants chosen through a lottery
process. This was an over 50%
jump from over 400,000 applica-
tions received in 2023,

To be sure, American techno-
logy giants such as Amazon and
Microsoftareamong the biggest
recruiters of H-1B visa holders,
having picked up more than
10,000 such employees in FY22,
In compar ison, India’s IT servi-
ces majors including TCS and
Infosys hired almost 6000 H-1B
holders in the same period, sho-
wed analysis by the National Fo-
undation for American Policy
{(NFAP), based on data from the
USCIS H-1B Employver Data
Hub.

Experts are of the view that
“the H-1B programme is very
stringent and has strict checks
and balances that make it very
hard to have discr il‘l‘lil‘l.’it{lr‘}
employment practices”. Moreo-
ver, US labour laws are guite
stringent and if found guilty
companies can face stringent
action including being blacklis-
ted,

“(Given the stature of TCS in
Indiaand in the US and the pub-
lic attention, it is difficult to be-
lieve that TCS could violate la-
bour laws orengage indiscrimi-
natory actions,” said Poorvi
Chothani, founder and mana-
ging partner, LawQuest, a Mum-
bhai-based immigration and
employment law firm.

SAME WAGE PROGRAMME

She pointed to the wages under
the H-1B programme being set
atthesame level asthatforsimi-
larly qualified employvees (in-
cluding US workers) situated in
the same position at the same
place of employment, adding
that “replacing US workers do-
es not give TCS any economic
advantage.”

Responding to an emailed que-
ry on the issue, a representative
for TCS, said, “Allegations that
TCS engages in unlawful discri-
mination are meritless and mis-
leading.”

WWW.ECONOMICTIMES.COM

Meta Cannot Delay US FTC from
Reopening Privacy Probe: Court

Meta has not met its heavy burden of showing entitlement to an injunction pending appeal, says court

Reuters

Washington: Meta Platforms can-
not delay the US Federal Trade
Commission from reopening a
probe into alleged privacy failures
by its Facebook unit while the com-
pany pursues a lawsuit challeng-
ing the agency’s authority, a US
court ruled on Friday.

The Washington, DC-based US
Court of Appeals for the DC Cir-
cuit in its order found that Meta
had not shown its challenge was
likely to be successful. The court
said Meta has “not met its heavy
burden of showing entitlement to
an injunction pending appeal”.

The same appeals court panel on

March 12 denied a separate request
by Meta in a related case to pause the
FTC's probe, which was announced
last year, despite Meta's objections
that it already paid a $5 billion fine
and agreed to a range of safeguards.

The FT'C wants to tighten an existing

2020 Facebook privacy settlement to

DATA ISSUE

The FTCwantstotighten
anexisting 2020 Face-
book privacy settlement
to ban profiting from
minors' data

ban profiting from minors’ data and
expand curbs on facial recognition
technology. The agency has accused
Meta of misleading parents about
protections for children.

Meta, which has denied misleading
parents about privacy risks, sued the
FTC in November in a broad consti-

tutional challenge against the agen-
eyv'sabilitv to be both an investigative
body and an adjudicative one. Meta
said among other things that allow-
ing the FTC action to move forward
would violate its right to a trial by ju-
v The FTC and Meta did not imme-
diately comment.

Friday's DC Circuit order ad-
dressed Meta's appeal of a March 15
order by US District Judge Randolph
Moss in Washington refusing to halt
the agency’s probe. Moss in his deci-
sion said Meta had not overcome the
FTC's “strong” public interest in
scrutinizing Meta's privacy controls.

The FT'C has accused Meta in an an-
titrust lawsuit in Washington of
abusing its power in the social media
market to crush or buy rivals.

US SEES PA AS A KEY PART OF ITS PLANS FOR POST-WAR GAZA

US Welcomes New Palestinian
Govt Post Polltlcal Reform Call

AP

Jerusalem: The United States has
welcomed the formation of a new
Palestinian autonomy government,
signalling it is accepting the revised
Cabinet lineup as a step toward Pal-
estinian political reform.

The Biden administration has
called for “revitalising”™ the West
Bank-based Palestinian Authority
(PA)in hopesthat itcanalsoadminis-
ter the Gaza Strip once the Israel-Ha-
mas war ends, The war erupted near-
Iy sixmonthsago, triggered by an Oc-
tober 7 Hamas attack on southern Is-
rael. In a statement late Friday, US
State Department spokesperson
Matthew Miller said the United
States looks forward to working with
the new group of ministers “todeliv-
er on credible reforms.”

“A revitalised PA is essential to de-
livering results for the Palestinian
people in both the West Bank and Ga-
za and establishing the conditions
for stability in the broader region,”
Miller said. The Palestinian Author-
ity administers parts of the Israeli-
occupied West Bank. It is headed by

A man walks past pro-Palestinian murals on the International Wallin
support of Gaza, in Belfast, Northern Ireland. — Reuters

Palestinian President Mahmoud Ab-

bas, who has not faced an election in
almost two decades,

The United States sees the Palesti-
nian Authority as a key part of its
preferred plans for post-war Gaza.

But the authority has little popular

supportor legitimacy among Palesti-

nians, with many viewing it as asub-

contractor of the occupation be-

cause of its security cooperation
with Israel in the West Bank. Earlier
this month, Abbas tapped Moham-
mad Mustafa, a US-educated econo-
mist, as prime minister.

On Thursday, Mustafa named his
new lineup. It includes relatively un-
known technocrats, but also Abbas’
interior minister and several mem-
bers of the secular Fatah movement

he leads. Several of the ministers are
from Gaza, but it's not clear if they
arecurrently living there. The Islam-
ic militant group Hamas, a rival of
Abbas, drove hissecurity forcesfrom
Gaza in a 2007 takeover. The United
States wants a reformed Palestinian
Authority to return and administer
Gaza, an idea that has been rejected
by both Israel and Hamas.

A major challenge for the Palesti-
nian Authority, should it be given a
role in administering Gaza, will be
reconstruction. Nearly six months
of war has destroyed critical infras-
tructure including hospitals, schools
and homes as well as roads, sewage
systems and the electrical grid. Air-
strikes and Israel’s ground offensive
have left more than 32,000 Palesti-
nians dead, according to local health
authorities. The fighting has dis-
placed over 80% of Gaza’s popula-
tion and pushed hundreds of thou-
sands to the brink of famine, the UN
and international aid agencies say,

Thewar began after Hamas-led mil-
itants stormed across southern Is-
rael on October 7, killing 1,200 people,
mostly civilians, and taking about
250 others hostage.

3 UN Observers, a Translator Wounded in Lebanon

Reuters

Beirut: Three United Nations ob-
servers and a translator were
wounded on Saturday when a shell
exploded near them as they were
carryving out a foot patrol in south
Lebanon, the UN peacekeeping mis-
sion said, adding it was still investi-
gating the origin of the blast.

The UN peacekeeping mission
known as UNIFIL, as well as un-
armed technical observers known
as UNTSO, are stationed in south-
ern Lebanon to monitor hostilities

along the demareation line between
Lebanon and Israel, known as the
Blue Line. Lebanese armed group
Hezbollah has beentradingfire with
the Israeli military across the Blue
Line since October in parallel with
the war in Gaza. UNIFIL said on Sat-
urday that the targeting of peace-
keepers is “unacceptable” and that
the wounded staff had beenevacuat-
ed for treatment.

Two security sources had earlier
said the observers were wounded
inan Israelistrike outside the bor-
der town of Rmeish. The Israeli
military denied involvement in

Expanded Base
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According to the WARC Media fo-
recast, Snapchat will see a 13.7%
vear-on-year jump in advertising
growth in 2024, compared with
just 0.1% Increase in 2023, Its ad-
vertising spend is expected to to-
uch $5.2billion this year.
"Although dwarfed by the bil-
lions using platforms like TikTok
and Instagram, Snapchat has seen
its base and reach expand, especi-
ally regarding unigque audiences
among younger cohorts,” WARC
saidin its report. “DAU (daily acti-
ve users) growth in North Ameri-
ca remained flat while the rest of
the world's users grew 19%."
snapchat’s parent company, Snap,
hasbeen aggressive in the Asia Paci-
ficmarket. It hired Meta'sformer In-
dia head Ajit Mohan as president of
Asia Pacific. Last year; it hired Go-
ogle executive Pulkit Trivedi as its
India managing director:
Triveditold ET that India accounts
for about 20% of Gen Z globally, and
that this audience consumes tech-
nology in a very different way than
audiencesfrom theolderage groups

‘Complex Interplay’

kers that can adapt and offer a
diverse range of powertrain op-
tions are likely to be the ones
that thrive in this multi-gear fu-
ture,” he said.

There is a growing demand for
cleaner,
both from urban and upcountry
areas, industry insiders said.

»»From Page 1

Mahindra & Mahindra haselec-
tric and mild hybrid models but
no CNG while Korean carma-
kers Hyundai and Kia have a
presence in CNG and electric
but no presence in hybrids.
“The Indian car market's po-

and is looking for newer ways to en-
cage with brands.

“All brands and businessesaretry-
ing to find wavs to engage with yo-
ungaudiences,” hesaid. "Thisis par-
ticularly true for brands in the
ecommerce, fashion, beauty and
personal care, food tech and gaming
gpace. Our early conversations to
find deep partnerships with some
notable playvers include Myntra,
Ajio, Dream 11, Meesho, Loreal.”

But it isn't just the big brands, even
new-age startups like Deciml aren't
wanting to be left behind. The app
enables small investments with eve-
rv spendand initiates youngstersin-
to the smart investment ecosystern.
“For an app like ours, which relies
heavily on the voung adults to mid-
career professionals’ age group,
Snapchat is an interesting platform
totarget,” Adityva Malhotra, head of
growth at Deciml told ET. *We are
working on reaching out to this au-
dience through Snapchat more ex-
tensively because it provides young
brands with an opportunity to expe-
riment and run engaging campa-
igns to appeal to vounger users and
build brand recall and loyalty"

greener powertrains

Customers
choosing alternate fuel options
with the intent of economical
as well as more eco-friendly dri-
ve, Customers are starting to
prefer electric and hybrid vehi-
cles because of their lower run-
ning costs, they said.
Additionally, regulatory nudges
— the central government, for ex-
ample, has set a target of 30% EV
contribution to sales across vehi-
cle segments by 2080 — are pus-

A CLOSE WATCH

The UNIFILas
wellasUNTSO
arestationedin
southern Lebanonto
monitor hostilitiesalong
the demarcation line be-
tween Lebanonand Israel

the incident. “Contrary to the re-
ports, the IDF did not strikea UNI-
FIL vehicle in the area of Rmeish
thismorning,” themilitarysaid in
astatement.

Lebanon’s caretaker Prime Min-
ister Najib Mikatispoke with UNI-
FIL. commander Aroldo Lozaro,
condemning the “targeting” and
wounding of UN staff in southern
Lebanon, accordingtoastatement
from Mikati's office. The mavor of
Rmeish, Milad Alam, said that he
had spoken with the Lebanese trans-
lator and confirmed his condition
was stable,

Document Checklist
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They are also advised not to get into
arguments with political represen-
tatives, any party leaders and dis-
irict administration, and ensure
that no political party banner is pla-
ced in the centres where meetings
are held with borrowers.

The SOE circulated among micro-
lenders, alsoadvises not tomaintain
unusually high amounts of cash at
their branch premises. While loans
are disbursed online, borrowers
mostly repay in cash which field
agents collect and earry to the nea-
rest branch of the micro-lender be-
fore depositing it in a bank. Earlier
thismonth, Sa-Dhan, an association
of microand impact finance compa-
nies, circulated lists of MFI institu-
tions with electoral officers while
assuring that its members have be-
en advised that “personnel carrying
official cash under any circumstan-
ces shall not carry any other cash of
third-party agencies/individuals.”
The MFIN SOP also instruets the
agents to avoid travelling in any po-
litical party vehicle and identifying
with any party. “The problem is how

are increasingly

wertrain landscape isnot a one-
size-fits-all scenario; it's a
complex interplay between es-
tablished technologies like pet-
rol and diesel, the strategic
adoption of alternatives like
CNG and hybrids, and the ongo-
ing development of electric ve-
hicles,” said Ravi Bhatia, presi-
dent of Jato Dynamics.

“Asthe marketevolves, carma-

ISTOCK

hing manufacturers to launch
moremodels in these segments.
Maruti Suzuki will be produ-
cing its first EV in 2024-25 with
the introduction of eVX in the
mid SUV category, its senior ex-
ecutive director Shashank Sri-
vastava said. [t plans to have six
EV models by 2030-31, he said.
Growing charging network is
helping boost customer confi-
dence in EVs. However, supply
chain, battery costs and char-
ging infrastructure have to sig-
nificantly improve before fully
electriccarscantakeoff inabig
way, industry insiders said.

HYBRIDS BRIDGETRANSITION

Hvbrids are seen as a bridge for
the transition from traditional
fuels to electric. Toyota and Ma-
ruti Suzuki are pitching strong
hyvbrids to retail as well as fleet
customers, who may not be rea-

2
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do you sensitise lakhs of BC and
MF1agents across the country. They
may end up doing something witho-
ut realising the implications. It me-
ans unnecessary trouble,” said a
banking industry official.

“Even ATM vans carryving cash ha-
ve faced problems in the past,” said
the person. To avoid hassles, all cash
carrying officials are being told to
carry their organisation’s 1D and
self-KYC, a copy of the organisa-
tion’s registration certificate, and
acknowledgementof the copyof the
letter to the Chief Election Officer:
Besides, they should also keep a re-
cord of how much cash has been re-
covered along with a list of borro-
wers who paid.

dy to make the shift to fully bat-
terv-powered vehicles.

According to Srivastava, Ma-
ruti’'s powertrain break-up in
2030 will be 15% electric, 25%
hvbrid, and thebalance amixof
gasoline, CNG and flex fuel, or
flexible-fuel vehicles that can
run on morethan one type of fu-
el. Currently, CNG vehicles ac-
count for about 26% of total sa-
les of the country's largest car-
maker. Asmany asldoutof its17
maodels have CNG options, Sri-
vastavasaid.

The Indian market now boasts
of a diverse range of CNG mo-
dels, with more than 20 variants
available across different body
types and price points, offered
by various OEMs.

The proliferation of CNG refu-
ellingstations across the nation
has also been a game changer,
industry insiders said.

Canada’s Trudeau
on Back Foot
over Carbon Tax

The levy is scheduled to rise from $48 to
$59/metric tonne of carbon from April 1

AFP

Ottawa: Polluters should pav up,
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudean insists. But pressure is
mounting to scrap his signature
climate policy a federal levy on
CO2 emissions, as ordinary Cana-
dians see the law increase their
own cost of living. The levy, ap-
plied to a myriad of fossil fuels
used by both industry and consum-
ers, is scheduled to rise from
Can#$64 to Can$0 (US548 to USS59)
per metric tonne of carbon on
April 1, in a bid to see Canadians
slash their total carbon emissions
by 40-45% below 2005 levels by 2030,

But it's adding to household costs
at the same time that people are
feeling the bite from inflation. Sev-
en provinces have asked the gov-
ernment to pause or cancel the in-
crease, which would add about
three cents per liter (quarter gal-
lon) to the price of gasoline.

Newfoundland Premier Andrew
Furey — a liberal from Trudeau's
own party — was the latest this
month to join his conservative
peers in seeking a reprieve “at
least until inflation stabilises™.
Saskatchewan, meanwhile, is re-
fusing to collect and remit the tax
to Ottawa. In some ways Trudeau
has already caved to pressure, issu-
ing in October a three-vear exemp-
tion of the tax on home heating oil.
The Atlantic region, where 24 Lib-
eral House of Commons seats are
at stake, benefits the most from the
change, In parliament recently, a
mushroom farmer’s hefty gas bill
became the focal point of sparring
match between Trudeau and his
main rival, conservative leader
Pierre Poilievre — who vowed to
“axe the tax” if he defeats the Lib-
erals in elections next year. Mike
Medeiros paid Can$l6,668.39 for
the federal carbon tax on his Feb-
ruary natural gas bill that hit a to-
tal of Can$62,441.95,

His Osgoode, Ontario, farm em-
ploys 160 workers producing
200,000 pounds of mushrooms per
week, and uses 1.3 million cubic
meters of natural gas per vear to
sterilise and control the heat and
humidity in 50 growing rooms. By
contrast, the average Canadian
home uses 2,400 cubic meters of
gas. By the time the carbon tax in-
creases to $170, set for 2030, “our
carbon tax costs for heating alone
will be half a million dollars,” Me-
deiros told AFE “Ican'tabsorbthat
cost”, Ottawa has rolled out more
than 10 climate plans since 1990 but
all have failed to achieve their
goals, mak-

KEY CONCERNS

Canada’s soar-
Ing cost of
livingisthe
top concern for 56% of
Canadiansinapoll,
while climate change
mattersfor 31%

ing Canada an outlier among G7
nations, with its greenhouse gas
emissions rising 13.9% to 670
megatonnes from 1990 to 2021.

The environment commissioner
in November said its latest efforts
could also fall short of the 2030 tar-
zet, despite government assuranc-
es. According to the Angus Reid In-
stitute, a public opinion research
group, Canada’s soaring cost of liv-
ing i1s the top concern for 56% of
Canadians, outweighing climate
change, which polls as the top con-
cern for 31% of respondents.

And 40% of those polled want the
carbon tax abolished versus only
27% who say it should increase as
planned. Ottawa waitress Rima
Sab, 54, said she doesn’t like paving
the federal levy, but supports it.

“The carbon tax sucks. But cli-
mate change sucks more,” she
said. “If we don’t do something
now, what will be left for my kids?"
During a visit to oil-rich Alberta,
Trudeau called out “short-term
thinker politicians” opposed to the
levy that is projected to account for
onethird of Canada'semissionsre-
ductions, telling reporters “doing
the right things today.. will deliver
a better future.”

In a letter to wayward provinces,
he said carbon pricing is “the most
efficient way to reduce emissions
across the economy” while adding
only (0.1% to inflation. Most Cana-
dians get a carbon rebate or “more
money back than they pay,” he add-
ed, while “the devastating effects
of floods, wildfires and droughts
are escalating costs annually” for
all. On the heels
of Canada’s ,
worst ever fire
season that saw
over 45 million
acres  scorched |
and 200,000 people
displaced last sum-
mer, 2024 disaster
preparations
have already /
started — O
months earli-
er than t
usual, ( ?

Dutch Hostage
Drama Over, Armed
Suspect Arrested

Ede, Netherlands: A hostage dra-
ma in the Netherlands that lasted
several hours ended without blood-
shed on Saturday as all four hostag-
es were freed and police took the
suspect into custody,

Authorities said there was no rea-
son to suspect a "terrorist motive"
for the ordeal, which took placeata
night spot popular with voung peo-
ple in the central Dutch town of
Ede. Police said they received re-
ports of a potential hostage situa-
tion at 5:15am (0415 GMT) at the Cafe
Petticoat, with local media savinga
“confused” man burst in as staff
were clearing up after a partv.

The man was armed with “sever-
al knives” that he showed to the
hostages, prosecutor Marthyne
Kunst told reporters at a news con-
ference in the town hall.

Police are also 11mzst1galmg a
black backpack he was carrying
with him, amid reports that the
hostage-taker had threatened to
use explosives. Authorities later
confirmed there were in fact no ex-
plosives in the backpack.

Police spokesman Anne Jan Oos-
terheert said officers were on the
scene within minutes, immediate-
ly opening negotiations with the
man. “Luckily that all went well.”
he said, declining to offer details of
the negotiations. The suspect is
known tothe policeand hasa previ-
ous conviction for threatening be-
haviour. Investigations are under
way as to his motive and psycholog-
ical state, Kunst said.

“Great respect and appreciation
for police, emergency services and
special forces who brought the hos-
tage situation... to a successful con-
clusion,” said outgoing Prime Min-
ister Mark Rutte.
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The Marvel of DPI’
Expanding Universe
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It's been 14 years since the first Aadhaar number was issued, a decade since the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) was designed.

Ever since, the digital publ

adhaar, the
12-digit individual
identification
number, has been
1ssued to more than
139 crore people so
far, covering almost the entire
population of the country in nearly
adecade-and-a-halfsince itslaunch.
India’sfoundational digital identity
programme, lanunched in 2014, has
been revolutionary for the social
and economic inclusion it spurred.

Alongside, the pace of digital
payment adoption has been
equally striking. Unified
Pavments Interface (UPI)
transactions are expected to
exceed 100 crore transactions
per day by FY27, as per a
report by PwCIndia, which expects
UPI to dominate the retail digital
payment landscape, accounting for
9() per cent of transaction volumes
over the next five years.

While Aadhaar and UPI are
the most popular digital public
infrastructure (DPI) to have come
outofIndia, whicharebeing hailed
olobally, there are several others
taking shape. These include the
likes of Account Aggregator, Open
Network for Digital Commerce, and
Open Credit Enablement Network
(OCEN).

India's Digital Public
Infrastructure, which hasreceived
a big fillip, due to the Jan Dhan-
Aadhaar and Mobile trinity, has
not just increased access and
inclusion for the country's poor but
is also now trying to fix pressing
1ssuesrelated to sustainabilitv and
Alcompute power,

There are dozens of lesser-known
digital public goods (DPGs) and
digital public infrastructure that
have also been developed and
deployed in India. many of which
arebeingadopted globally.

Digital Public Goods Alliance
(DPGA) is an initiative endorsed
bv the UN secretary general that
facilitates the discovery and
deployment of digital public goods.
Ricardo Miron, chief technology
officer, DPGA, told ET that there
are currently 38 DPGs that state
they have been developed fully (16)
orpartially(22)in India. There are
o4 DPGs that state they have been
deploved in India at different scales.

SOLVING PROBLEMS, DIGITALLY
Kamya Chandra, chief strategy
officer of CDFP1, said several DPGs
are India-based and the pace
at which new DPGs are being
developed continues to be very
high. “India Stack has proven to
operate successfullyatscale
with hundredsofmillionsof
users. It thrived in
challenging contexts
such as power outages,
connectivity gaps, low
technical capacity,
literacy in remote
areas,etc,”’ Chandra
said.

Pramod Varma, former
architect of Aadhaar, told
ET that the DPI narrative in
last vear's G20 highlighted
three core areas: identity, data
sharing and pavments (UPI
and Aadhaar-enabled pavment
system).

On the DPI front, India will
continue to lead, said Varma,
citing the example of Bhashini, an
initiative to build a national public
digital platform for languages to
develop services and products for
citizens by leveraging the power
of artificial intelligence. “1 am
confident that the DPI agenda
for our internal domestic digital
transformation will continue.
I don't see any country doing so
much digital transformation
across sectors, which is very
comprehensive, even in other parts
of the world,” Varma said.
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F[r: XAI'S GROK TO BE ENABLED
5% FOR ALL PREMIUM X USERS
Billionaire
Elon Musk
took to his
social
media
platform X
to make the announcement
earlier this week. The Grok Al
bot was so far available only to
Premium+ subscribers.

XAl is also set to
launch Grok version
1.5 to early testers
and existing users on
X in the coming
days. The
upgraded bot is
said to have
enhanced
performance
with regards

to coding and
math-related
tasks.

Grok

HI'I__'!_-E_._E.BI‘I ANTHROPAC

WHEN DPI MEETS Al
DPIthinkingcanalso beused to
democratise Al, or only

one
or two very large compa-
nies will end

— |

up controlling
Al, Varma
gaid. This
includes de-
mocratising Al's
computing infrastructure, for
instance with people+ai’s Open
Cloud Compute project and the
government’s IndiaAl Compute
Capacity, envisioned to erect an

by deploving over 10,000 GPUs
through strategic public-private
collaborations.

of datasets, for instance, through
the government’s India Al Datasets
Platform that will streamline ac-
cess toguality non-personal data-
sets for Al innovation, and also
the democratisation of language
maodels,

If India manages to democratise
these three computing
infrastructure, data sets and

be developed, quite like the UPI
plaveround, Varma said, rather

Google’s platforms.
An example of this is Bhashini,
which was launched before

language barrier in India should
be removed. Al was used as a tool

the picture. EkStep and Chennai-
based AldBharat invested in it as

for the Bhashini mission, which
has now become quite popular
to remove Al-driven language
barriers,” Varma explained.

UPL. “UPI will become accessible
to another 200 million people be-
cause they can make voice-based

our investments — be it ONDC,
Ayvushman Bharat Digital Mission
(health stack, prescription writ-
ing, e-Sanjeevani), agriculture or
education (DIKSHA),” he said.
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PHILANTHROPIC FUNDING

Chandrasaid India’s potential tode-
velop DPGs continues to be substan-
tial, and that they should be given
more philanthropic funding and
government supporttoencourage its
development.

These projects have emerged due
to a collaboration between a range
of global philanthropies and donors,
such as the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation (BMGF), Norwegian
Agency for Development (NORAD),
CoDevelop Foundation (a pooled
fund of the Rockefeller Foundation,
BMGEF, Wellcome Trust, Nilekani
Philanthropies)and others.

Many of these open-source
projects have been referenced and
deploved indevelopment projectsled
by the World Bank, United Nations
Development Programme, and sev-
eral national agencies—indicating
alargedegree of global cooperation.
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FT,! AMAZON CONCLUDED ITS
=24 $4-BILLION INVESTMENT IN
OPENAI RIVAL ANTHROPIC

Ecommerce and cloud major
Amazon announced the
second tranche of its
investment in Al unicorn
startup Anthropic,
committing $2.75 billion in it,
in a bid to up its Al edge. It
had previously invested
$1.25 billion in September,

PICS: AFP, GETTY IMAGES
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Fl’,: WHITE HOUSE WANTS

%% SAFEGUARDS FOR FEDERAL

Al USE BY DECEMBER

US federal agencies will have to

publish lists of Al systems they

use and how they manage risks,
- appoint a ‘chief Al officer’, etc.

“When government agencies
X se Al tools, we will now reguire
them to verify that those tools
do not endanger the rights and
safety of the American people,”
US vice-president Kamala Harris
said. The administration wants
this to serve as a model for
global action.
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Liv Marte Nordhaug, chief execu-
tive, DPGA, told ET that, as clear
from the figures on contribution,
India is a tremendously important
country for the DPGA and the DPG
Eﬂﬂﬁ}-’ﬂfﬂnl-

OPEN-SOURCE DPGS IN PLACE

Chandra pointed out that a
vibrant open-source ecosystem of
projects has emerged building on
the learnings of India Stack, which
countries, departments and agen-
cies around the world may use to
implement similar infrastructure.

Forexample, the eSignetoperating
system can be used for providing
identity verification and singlesign-
oncapabilitiesontopofany existing
digital identity svstem.

Project Inji supports the develop-
ment of eWallet or eLocker apps for
managing multiple credentials.

OpenG2P DPGs facilitate
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instant, real-time government-
to-person payments to various
destination accounts, including
mobile money and bank accounts.
Additionally, G2ZPConnect offers
a suite of specifications to make
a combination of DPGs or private
systems interoperable.

The health claimsexchange proto-
col (HCX) facilitates real-time set-
tlement of health insurance claims
via an open reusable specification.

Digital Infrastructure for
Verifiable Open Credentialing
(DIVOC), built to issue verifiable
certificates, offers capabilities for
producing verifiable, machine-
readable vaceination credentials.

Beckn Protocol, which forms the
basis for Open Network for Digital
Commerce, (ONDC)isopensource.
It provides an open network for
discovery and fulfilment across
e-commerce, transport, mobility.

F
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etc. Beckn supports the develop-
ment of a decentralised health
network andanenergy exchange
network.
Bevond that, there are
.“ many lesser-known ones,
q™ not all of which are open
¥ source. DigiLocker, for ex-
ample, is not open source, nei-
theristhe code behind Aadhaar.,
However, a similar project
was created — the modular
open-source identity platform
{MOSIP), which allows countries
to implement their own Aadhaar-
like system. MOSIP can beusedfor
enrolment and authentication. It
is an ITIT-B research university-
incubated not-for-profit based in
Bengaluru,

MOSIP helps governments
conceive, develop and implement
effective foundational 1D systems
intheir countries. “MOSIP became
the DPG that could emulate an
Aadhaar-likesystem. [t wasadopted
by several countries,” Varma said.
A digital credentialing stack was

announced at the recent
MOSIP Connect event at
|"l Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. This

I stack is aresult of a collabo-
|'l
/
)

ration between MOSIP and
EkStep Foundation, of which
'arma is the chief technology
officer. *Now there is an open-
gsource version of DigiL.ocker-
like infrastructure available
under MOSIP for countriesto
adopt,” he said.
Digital Infrastructure for
Knowledge Sharing(DIKSHA),
a national platform for school
education, ande-Sanjeevaniaretwo
other projectsthatareshowcasedto
other countries.

The code behind DIKSHA is
Sunbird, which is fully available
as an open-source DPG that
allowsthecreationofdigital 8
infrastructure for learn-
ing, capacity building,
and many other use
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FUTURE PLANNING

DPI thinking can also
be used to democratise
Al, or only one or two
big companies will end
up controlling Al

cases. It is listed on the DPGA reg-
istryas well.

Sunbird is spearheaded by
EkStep Foundation, along with
many other partners, to fulfil its
education mission to enhance
access to learning. Sunbird powers
thenational digital education stack,
enabling the creation of learning
content, assessments and teacher
training programmes,

The code behind Mission

C infrastructure universe has been expanding. Suraksha P looks at where the tech will go from here

Growing India’s digital economy

As per the Digital Public Goods Alliance

(DPGA), there are currently 16 DPGs that
state they have been developed fully in
India, and 22 DPGs that state they have

been partially developed in India.

- 16 DPGs developed

- fully in India: Care,
DIGIT, Everwell
Hub, VaccineLedger,
Sunbird Obsrv, DICRA,

Out of the 54 registered DPGs deployed in
India, 61% or 33 have been partially or

fully developed in India.

Intelehealth, Sunbird
| SERVE, Feluda, SPICE,
: MEDPlat, CREDEBL, Dalgo,
© Avni, Sunbird, cQube

22 DPGs partially developed in India:; Lexsitus, CommCare, Torkel Opsahl
Academic EPublisher, Kolibri, Drupal, Android FHIR SDK, Code Your Future,
Data exchange agreement protocol suit for auditable, privacy-preserving data
transactions in dataspaces, Aam Digital, Glific. Modular Open Source Identity
Platform, Primero, Uwazi, Fedora Linux, LibreOffice, Bahmni, Mautic, Open
Health Stack, Mifos X, Apache Fineract, OpenMRS, OpenSRP

54 DPGs state they have been deployed in India at different scales:
Care, DIGIT, Lexsitus, CommCare, Torkel Opsahl Academic EPublisher,
Everwell Hub, Rights Tracker, Connect For Life, Janssen Project, Kolibri,
Drupal, VaccineLedger, Synthea, OpenStreetMap, Moadle LMS, farmOs,
Open Foris Collect, PlantwisePlus Factsheet Library, Sunbird Obsrv, DICRA,
Intelehealth, Orthanc, Sunbird SERVE, Ushahidi, Feluda, Covdirectory,
MEDPIat, CREDEBLE, Android FHIR SDK, Data exchange agreement

protocol suit for auditable, privacy-preserving data transactions in
dataspaces, Aam Digital, KoboToolbox, DHISZ, African Storybook. Glific,
OpenFn, Dalgo, Avni, MET Norway Weather API, Oky, Sunbird, Uwazi,
Fedora Linux, cQube, ODK, LibreOffice, Bahmni, TrueNAS, Mautic, Open
Health Stack, Mifos X, Apache Fineract, OpenMRS, RapidPRO

Karmavogi, a system for
bureaucrats to learn and collabo-
rate, 1s also built on Sunbird. iGOT
Karmayogi is an online learning
platform being developed as a part
of India Stack for capacity building
of government employees.

Sunbird RC also enables the
conversion of any certificate
into a verifiable credential and
the generation of any kind of
configurable registry. It is now
integrated into other DPGs such as
DIVOC, MOSIP, etc.

The account aggregator (AA) net-
work facilitates the sharing of per-

 sonal and business information

like GST transactions, income tax
recordsand bank transaction state-
ments securely and digitally.

The openspecifications published
by the Sahamati Foundation, a not-
for-profit industry alliance of the
AA ecosystem, allow other coun-
tries to implement consented real-
timedatasharing ora variant of it.

BG Mahesh, chief executive of
Sahamati, told KT that around three
lakh consents are processed daily.
The cumulative number of consent
requestsfulfilled sofarhascrossed
a0 million. Around 80 per cent of
consents fulfilled have been used
to access credit, Since the launch,
AAs have facilitated the credit
disbursement of more than 20,000
crore, with MSMEs receiving a sig-
nificant share.

If a consumer or a business

provides consent toa licensed

r A A to ask a financial in-
formation provider for
datalike GST returns,
the encrypted data is
sharedwithafinancial
information user like
a bank or a lender, who can deter-
mine the creditworthiness of the
customer after taking their consent.

“Weare pleased with the progress
of the AA ecosystem and look for-
ward to a faster adoption of use
cases by all regulated financial
institutions. By 2027, we estimate
the amount of data pulled through
AA to be nine billion annually,”
Mahesh said. “Account aggrega-
tor apps should be able to tell an
individual when their data was
shared — for loan, insurance or
wealth management. Photocopies
of bank statements and PDFs need
not be shared. It reduces fraud, data
leakage, as data is shared directly
between banks, insurance com-
panies and mutual funds without
middlemen. Around 150 financial
information providersarelive asof
now, and 50 million bank accounts
havebeenlinkedon AA.”

Apple bites (he Al pie

The tech giant's annual developer conference
IS likely to focus on artificial intelligence

AABHAS SHARMA

Microsoftcan’tstop talking about it.
Google doesn’t miss a beat to men-
tion it either. Meta gets in overdrive
modetalkingaboutit. Even Amazon
drops it wherever it can. Yet, Apple
curiously avoids it. Or that's what
thecompany hasjudiciously doneso
far. But all that might change soon.
The ‘it" here is Al and in the last
year the hottest buzzword in tech
has been conspicuously absent from
all things Apple — at least when it
comes to talking about it. It's not
that Apple’s averseto Al Infaet, it's
heen secretly sprinkling Al magic
into its gadgets for yvears, making
them some of the coolest tech tovs

on the block.

Still, Apple avoilds the term ‘arti-
ficial intelligence’ and prefers ‘ma-
chinelearning’, which is Al but with
a fancier name. However, all that 1s
expected to change on June 10, 2024
—theday Apple's annual developer
conference cOMMeENces.

ON THE CARDS

Sometimes, perception does mat-
ter, and it seems like Apple’s been
lagging in the Al race. Google and
Microsoft are already out there,
plaving chess with fancy Al chat-
bots, while Apple’s still fiddling
with Siri. However, forget creating
itsownchatty Alcompanion, Apple
15 supposedly cookingupa bunch of
new Al-powered features to make
vour iPhone life easier. Whispers
suggest Apple might even team up
with the big guys in Al —Google,
OpenAl or Baidu.
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LEADING IN DPI, NOT DPG

The agriculture ministry is com-
ingout with astack on what is being
planned and reimagined through
DPI, and piecesofthe puzzle include
the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi, an initiative that gives farm-
ers up to 6,000 a year as minimum
income support.

“*However, when it comes to DPGs,
India can improve its exports inan
institutionalised manner, We don't
doitwell, frankly,” Varma said.

Fstonia, for example, has set up
and invested in creating a sales-
like arm for education, sales and
consulting around the world for its
X-Road, which is a DPG. 1 don't see
India doing that level of packaging.
Open-sourcing isthe best we do, but
bevond that, we may not be doing
enough. While we speak about India
Stack ete, it is not institutionalised
propagation,” he added.

This is whena few other countries,
including China, have full-fledged
machineries to sell, convince
and fund investing in phyvsical
infrastructure and human
resources. But India does not
have an external-looking digital
ambassador, and Varma said we
could do with more organised
digital diplomacy.

Also important is for India not to
be its own competitor. “ We should
collaborate and fund more MOSIP-
kind of projects rather than seeing
it as a competition,” Varma added.

Today, MOSIP is serving more
than 110 million people as a global
DPG issuing trusted foundational
identifications, currently at
different stages of adoption in

7 countries. “We will fragment
our ecosystem if DigiLocker
sees MOSIP's credential stack as
competition, We need to support
our independent open-source
efforts because they have all
originated in India, rather than
doing everything through the
National Informatics Centre and
the ministry of electronics and
information technologv ( MeitY),”
he said.

MeitY's DigiLocker is an e-wallet
for storing government-issued
documents. “We should encourage
philanthropy funds and tie-ups
with institutionslike III'T-B tomake
them the spokespersons for creat-
ing DPGs, rather than the govern-
menttrvingtocreate, maintainand
propagate DPGs,"” he added.

The government can then lever-
age the work done by I[TIT-B, CDPI,
EkStep Foundation and eGov
Foundation (which developed
DIVOC), instead of 1solating them.

5

The headline act of WWDC is gen-
erally 10S — the software update
which powers billions of iPhones
acrossthe world. Rumour hasitthat
Apple will heavily integrate Alinto
Messages, make Siri smarter than
ever (though don't hold yvour breath
on that), update its iWork suite of
appswith Al, and more.

The upcoming 108 18 update is
being called the iPhone’s biggest
makeover ever, and Al could be at
theheartofitall. Don’t be surprised,
though, if Apple still doesn’t utter
the two magic words as frequently
as Google, Microsoft and Meta do.
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A Moral Coflict

at the Heartof a

One of the fashion
world’s greatest
talents went from
stardom to hitting
rock bottom

The New York Times

What moral lapses should
genius be permitted? John
Galliano, the bad boy of fashion,
seemed determined to find out.

He was a fashion-world Icarus:
A prodigious talent who soared
high, then crashed to earth in
2011, losing his reputation and
his position as creative director
of Dior, after a series of highly
publicised drunken, racist and
anti-semitic tirades. He
would rise again, but the path
back was steep.

A film, directed by Kevin
Macdonald, chronicles this roll-
er coaster of a career, while
exposing someof theless beauti-
ful side of the fashion industry

the toll it exacts from even
those it most glorifies.

RISING 5STAR

Galliano proved himself a
genius early on, designing not
just clothes, but hallucinogenic
visions, alive with colour, move-
ment, texture and, above all,
stories. Skyrocketing out of
Saint Martin's School of Artin
London in 1984, he produced a
dazzling graduation collection
called ‘Les Incroyables’,
inspired by an 18th century
French fashion movement. In
the film, renowned fashion
journalist Hamish Bowles calls
itoneof thefive greatest runway
shows he'sever seen.

Galliano’s star rose quickly He
attracted backers, key editors, a
slinky entourage and a bevy of
glamazons. After a stint at
Givenchy, Galliano ascended to
the jewel in the crown: Dior;

In Galliano’s hands, fashion
blossomed into alternate
universes. For one Dior
collection, he reimagined
ancient Egypt, dreaming up
golden pyramidal dresses, gems-
encrusted makeup, jackal head-
dresses, Nefertiti crowns and
Tutankhamen masks.

For his ‘clochard’ {or ‘beggar”)
show in 2000, Galliano drew
inspiration, he said, from home-
less people he saw while jogging
along the Seine river. The
collection featured clothes re-
sembling piles of newspapers,
accessories made out of objects
like whiskey bottles. The show
ignited mass demonstrations
and accusations of cruel in-
difference to social problems,

Galliano Ch

ronicle
S |

ForoneDior )
collection, he
reimagined gy
ancient

PICS: NYT
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s which baffled
For his (GGalliano. He
‘clochard’ (or just thought
‘beggar)show, the clothes
Gallianodrew  were beauti-
inspiration, ful, he said.
he said, from
homeless TROUBLED
peoplehesaw  PAST
while jogging  JohnGalliano,
the darling of

the international beau monde,
wasactually the invention of the
boy born Juan Carlos Galliano-
Gallien, to working-class par-
ents in Gibraltar Aware of being
gay from early childhood, he
kept his sexuality a secret. Juan
Carlos took refuge in make-be-
lieve and drawing. “It was nicer
inmy head,” Galliano explains.

Different kinds of pressures
preceded Galliano’s now-
famous, drunken outbursts ina
Parisbar. “Youaresougly Idon't
want to see vou,” he said to one
woman, using anti-semitic
language and insulting her
clothes and body In a second in-
cident, Gallianodeclared, “1love
Hitler,"” adding, “People like you
would be dead today™

Today, Galliano, now sober,
blames drugs and alcohol for
these episodes, claiming to have
no recollection of them. He has
been through a trial, gone to
rehab and met with rabbis.
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Social media is full of influencers promoting fitness fads,
but following the wrong regimen may be unhelpful or
even dangerous. Here's how to separate fads from fiction

Wrong Move

The New York Times

new trending workout seems
to emerge periodically,
almost like a flavour of the
month for exercises. Each
one guarantees a healthier,
tronger, even happier you,

While there’s no doubt that a vigorous
and regular fitness regimen will help in
improving vour stamina, in the same
way that a healthier diet and better
sleep will have you feeling more
energised, a lot depends on the details
of each routine.

For instance, there’s a viral challenge
named ‘75 Hard’ which promises to
improve vour mental toughness if yvou
work out for 45 minutes twice a day —
while also sticking to a diet and drink-
ing four litres of water a day Another,
known as 12-3-20 {not to be confused
with 12-3-30 or 25-7-2), eclaims to
transform vour body through a cardio-
vascular workout,

Often, however, these strategies are
“misleading at best and dangerous at
worst”, sald Victoria Sekely, a New
York-based physical therapist, who
cautioned that they may not only leave
you feeling worse but may also lead to
injury or burnout.

Here's how you can identify which
exercise fads will help vou reach your
goals and which may set vou up for
disappointment.

A REALISTIC STARTING POINT

Many fads are designed by people who
already have a routine in place, and so,
may not be suitable for beginners.
Influencers don't know where vou are
starting from. “The person on social
media giving yvou advice doesn’t
necessarily have any background other
than their own anecdotal experience,”
said Heather Milton, a New York-based
clinical exercise physiologist.

If vou have never worked with heavy
weights, for example, doing a daily
kettlebell swing ladder could cause
injury. And though some plans do not
dictate the type or intensity of exercise,
starting a plan involving an hour of
exercise adayv can be overwhelming.

Instead, Milton recommends starting
simply, with 150 minutes of moderate
activity per weell. And more important-
Iy, define for vourself what is moderate,
rather than taking someone else’s word
for it. “Each person has individual
needs based on genetics, medical
history, injury history and body type,”
Milton said. These factors affect our

ability to do different exercises and
determines how beneficial they will be,
she said.

FOCUS ON THE PROCESS
Viral workout plans often work off a
simple equation: Do a

course in the short term. experts say. If
you find yourself having an off day and
slogging through a workout, instead of
berating vourself, look at it as a chance
to build a process goal by working on
mental toughness,

PICS: GETTY IMAGES
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A manuscript of the final

Hercule Poirot novel — in

which the fabled Belgian

detective dies —which

was kept for decades ina
bank vault, ison display

ina new exhibition that
delves into the heart of
crime fiction.

The cover of

capital
Agatha'Christie, along
with her name and
address — Greenway

agile = SR
sthe book’s
,Written in
rs by author

Agatha Christie
wrole Curtainin
the early 1940s, at
the height of World

B o southwest Warll, incaseshe
Christiewroteitinthe  didn’tsurvive
early 1940s, at the height
of World Warll, incase “It's Poirot's last case and
she didn't survive, “She she wanted that to come
wrote it asanest ege for out after her own death
her daughter Rosalind, and for the royalties from
‘something to cheer you it to benefit her daughter,™
up when you come back said Upson.
from the funeral’,” said Poirot’s fate, when it was
Nicola Upson, curator of finally revealed in 1975,
the exhibition, titled was seen as so culturally
‘Murder by the Book'. significant that it was
Asitturned out, Christie marked by a front-page
went on to write many obituary in The New York
more Poirot novels before Times. “It was published
her death in 1976, just four four months before her
months after Curtain was owndeath in January
published. 1976, so when yvouread
But with thefinal instal- Poirot's final words, they
ment already written, doread a bit like Christie’s
fears that Poirot’s demise farewell to her readers,
might be leaked dictated there's a poignancy toit,”
that the manuscript be Upson added,
keptunderlock and key. - AFP
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Crispy Tofu
For Your Next

Dinner

Party

certain activity for a A vida fire HAVE REST DAYS 1 Ingredients

achieve a certain result, ff{’-‘;fﬂ” [’fl’l’ﬂ’ﬂ{’“ﬂ!{’ by the number of days, the trUE ﬂ avour firm or extra-firm tofu
E?]}E;rls call ll_‘.lesetlr‘esulis ur,"”;m";-y{_;{{-la have challenge tis ai (lai}%' h t h " |'] . E;ggﬁizﬁgncglla or

— LASIET I'unning time or e 4 L arh Commitment, 1o« d¥5 06T

more pullups — a perfor- aroutineinp lac € If vou skip a workout in 5. INE Wi : 15 « Coarse kosher salt or

mance goal (or end goal). @ so, maynolbe  the 75 Hard’ challenge or simple recipe flakyseasalt

But to get there, focuson  ¢yitrhle J{f )® do not follow vour diet, for * Your favourite dipping

what they call process il instance, you're supposed sauce (optional)

goals: Smaller, achievable "'.-7"5}.5" Inners. ) to start over from Day 1. The New York Times

steps, such as improving  [nfluencersdon’t Although this might

technique, said Carla ' work for some people, Method

Meijen, an Amsterdam-
based sport and exercise
psvchologist,

One process goal is listening to your
body, Bringing awareness to your work-
outs is far more important for longevity
and resilience than staying on a rigid

know whereyou
arestarting from

maost need time off for
their body and mind to
recover, Sekely said. “You
can't build muscle, or get stronger or
faster without rest and recovery in the
picture,” she said. “It's physiologically
how our bodies work.”

HOW TO JUDGE SUCCESS?

Before and after photos can help many
plans go viral. But be wary using vour
dppearance 4s a measure of SUCEess,
There is no singular “fit"” body tvpe and
our bodiesdonotreact toexercise inthe
same way, Milton said.

More sustainable goals are about how
vou feel — aiming to get stronger, build
endurance, gain flexibility, etc. But
much of this comes with patience and
steady work, which are not usually the
emphasis of afitnessfad.

“Habits are made by doing really
simple, easy things, slowly introducing
them into vour way of living,” Sekely
said. “When we let go of perfection, we
can actually make progress.”

1. Drain the tofu, then sli

each block crosswise into
eight even slabs (so you have

16 inall).

2.Placeonasheet pan orplate
in a single layer, cover with a
clean Kitchen towel and freeze
until firm, up to 24 hours.
Remove from the freezer and

let thaw completely.
3.When ready to _af>
cook, place
another sheet
pan in the
oven on the
middle rack,
then heat
the oven to
425 degrees,

4, Pat the tofu dry with the
towel, gently pressing oneach
slab to squeeze out some of

the water within.

5. When the oven is heated,
remove the hot sheet pan and

ce

PICS: NYT, GETTY IMAGES

- & drizzle all over with

A the oil., Add the
tofu slabs Iin a
single layer:. (You
should hear
them sizzle.)
6. Bakefor35tod0
minutes, flipping
the tofuand rotating the
pan halfway through,
until deeply crisp and golden
brown on both sides, Season
immediately with salt and
serve hot, with vour choice of
dipping sauce, if vou'd like.

FEEEE R R e R e et e e e e v

#.]

VIKRAM DOCTOR

One of the most amazing pieces of
German engineering is a bell-
shaped metal mould attached to a
rod with a mobile steel ball. The
mould is held over the narrow end
of a soft-boiled egg, the ball is
raised to the other end of the rod
and released. It hits the mould with
a force of 0.6867 Newtons, just
enough tocrack the eggshell so the
top comes off cleanly and the

contents can be dug out and eaten.
Germans aren’'t alone in their
love for soft-boiled eggs;
Singapore’s kopitiam (coffee-shop)
style eggs are served with a
dash of soy sauce and
pepper. France has g
many recipes struc-
tured around oeufs
maollets, most
notably one which
suspends them in
savoury jelly Scotch
eges envelop them
with minced meat.
Japaneseramen includesa
soft-boiled ege whose ereaminess
subtly helps enrich the broth.
Indians eat eggs scrambled with
onions, tomatoes and coriander, or
stir-fried with kheema. We hard-
boil and cook them in curries. We
make them into omelettes, stuff
them into rolls, or dunk them in
gravy, We fry and serve them with

7

Try Going Soft on Eggs this Easter

cheese and chillies on toast in the
newly-popular Eggs Kejriwal. We
make bizarre variations (fried
with Fanta!) that ﬁ condemned
or celebrated.on social media.
_ Whatwe don'tlike istojust
& 50ft-boil them.

- The British made

faded. It has been years since ['ve
SeeN an ege-cup in use.

and bring to market in India, in-
creasing chances of contamination.

-

In Eat Not This Flesh (1994),
Frederick J Simoons’s study of
food taboos, he notes that “though
raw eggs are offered to snakes and
snake gods in South India, even
people who eat eggs are revolted by
the thought of consuming a raw
egeor a soft-boiled one”. We prefer
eating eggs which are as trans-
formed from that state as possible,
ideally invisible in cakes, or
broken up or hard-boiled. Just not

soft-boiled eggs in India since they
were seen as nutritious for
children. They were served in egg-
cups with toast strips. called
goldiers, to dunk in the runny yolk.
They lingered in the army and in
some families, like upper-class
Parsis, but this tradition has also

too moistly reminiscent of the —repulsed by egginess

animal fluids that formed it

In The Home BooKk of Indian
Cookery (1955), written by Leon
Petit, a European chef who worked
in India, he notes that “in India,
egos come in very different sizes™.
This would complicate making
soft-boiled eggs since they depend
on precise timing for their
particular size. Kurush Dalal, who
combines being an anthropologist
with running a catering company;,
suggests another reason for the
aversion: Eggs take time to collect

PICS: NYT, GETTY IMAGES

It's simply safer to cook them well.
The growth of the poultry indus-
trv, while fraught with
problems, has
brought standardisa-
tion in sizes and safer
supply chains. With
basic precautions and
by carefully watching

them, but even just herbs or cheese
are great. Padaria Prazeres, an
excellent, newish cafe and bakery
in Goa makes a sublime egg sand-
wich with just soft-
boiled eggs, mavo-
nnaise, mustardanda
few other ingredients,
served oozing out of
slices of good bread.

Bomras, Goa’'s

the clock, you can

Ind

beloved Burmese

ian

make a good and safe restaurant, also
soft-boiled egg. Those » makes a version of

1 ﬂﬂkel Scotch egg with a
should consider that ) spicy pork coating

the longer eggs cook,
the more hydrogen
sulfide they release, the
source of that off-put-
ting smell.

A soft-boiled egg has
little eggy aroma. What it does
have is plenty of luscious, creamy
texture that is wonderful with just
salt and pepper; but also servesasa
great backdrop for other strong-
tasting ingredients — truffles and
caviar for those who can afford

that conceals a per-
fectly set soft-boiled
ege, A vegetarian
version could easily
be made, mavbe
with coarsely
crushed cooked dal. Soft-boiled
eggs could make khichdi even
creamier and more sustaining.
There are so many ways Indians
could adapt this technique, and
Easter, with all its egg symbolism,
might be the time totry
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3L CVITALS =

Sinner Sets Up Dimitrov
Clash in Miami Open Final

Jannik Sinner (left) overwhelmed
third-seeded Daniil Medvedev
6-1, 6-2 on Friday in the semifinals
of the Miami Open to improve to
21-1 this year. He will play in the
final Sunday against 11th-seeded
Grigor Dimitrov (right), who beat
Mo, 4 seed Alexander Zverev in
the other semifinal. The second-
seeded Sinner, rock-solid with his
firecracker forehand, became the
first man to reach back-to-back
Miami Open finals since John
Isner did it in 2019. In last year's
Miami final, Medvedev prevailed
over Sinner. Zvereyv entered his
match with Dimitrov holding a 7-1
advantage in the head-to-head
series, Dimitrov’s only victory
against him before Friday night
was in 2014, Dimitrov beat No.

1 seed Carlos Alcaraz 6-2, 6-4 in
the quarterfinals. The 20-year-
old Spaniard said of Dimitrov
afterward, "He played amazing
tennis, almost perfect. | couldn’t
find solutions.” AP

2ND TEST

Sri Lanka Reach 314/4

on Dﬂ'ﬂ" 1vs Bangladesh
Sri Lanka dominated the opening
day of the second and final cricket
test against Bangladesh, riding on
strong contributions from its top
three batters. No. 3 Kusal Mendis
struck 93, Dimuth Karunaratne

hit 86 and his fellow opener
Nishan Madushka added 57 as Sri
Lanka reached 314-4 in 90 overs
at stumps on Saturday. Star all-
rounder Shakib Al Hasan, whose
last international match was at the
2023 World Cup in India, returned
figures of 1-60 in 18 overs. Dinesh
Chandimal (34 not out) and captain
Dhananjaya de Silva (15 not out)
will resume Sunday. De Silva hit
centuries in both innings of the first
test, which Sri Lanka won by 328
runs. Fast bowler Hasan Mahmud
claimed 2-64 on his test debut. AP

PCB Wants to Bring

Babar Back as Captain
PCE Chairman Mohsin Nagvi has
offered Babar Azam captaincy

in the white ball formats but the
star player has not yet made his
decision, sources claim, It has been
learnt that Babar has set conditions
for accepting the role, including
having a say in appointment of
coaches. Babar has conveyed

that he should be given the reins
of the side in all three formats.
The national selection committee,
though, is divided on the issue. A
former Punjab caretaker minister,
who apparently has no cricket
background, is not in favour of
giving back absolute power to
Babar. "Some members of the
selection committee now feel the
best thing is to let Shaheen Shah
Afridi continue as captain for the
home T20 series against New
Zealand in April and give him a
chance to prove his credentials,”
one well-informed source said, PTI

AIFF Member Arrested in
Goa for Assaulting Two

Women Players

All India Football Federation
executive committee member
Deepak Sharma was arrested

by Goa police on Saturday for
allegedly physically assaulting

two women players, an official
said. Two footballers of Himachal
Pradesh-based Khad FC, taking
part in the Indian Women's Football
(IWL) League second division here,
had alleged Sharma, the owner

of the club, had barged into their
room and physically assaulted
them on the night of March

28. "AIFF executive committee
member Deepak Sharma was
called for questioning during

the day after a formal complaint
was received. He was arrested

by Mapusa police under various
sections, including causing hurt,
using force against women, among
athers,” Deputy Superintendent of
Police Sandesh Chodankar said. PTI

The Truth Bomb

As Arsenal and Manchester City meet tonight, remember that titles are not always
won head-to-head. There is more than one way to be the ‘best’ team in a league

hanees are, the truth will not

feature much in the coverage.

It will notbea central point in

the buildup. The commenta-
tors may mention it in passing, but
their tone will indicate that the hy-
perbole is not to be punctured. And
if Pep Guardiola and Mikel Arteta
try topoint it out before Manchester
City faces Arsenal on Sunday; it will
be viewed as gamesmanship, or
detlection, or unapologetic
sophistry,

Still, it is true: The
meeting between
City and Arsenal
will not provide the
deciding, defining
moment in the
Premier League’s
most compelling ti-
tle race in a decade.
It is a game of glow-
ering significance
and considerable
heft, of course, a
chance for one team
to clear a towering,
looming hurdle, But it
is no conclusion.

Themathematics, the
raw facts and figures,
bear that out. By the end
of the weekend, a maxi-
mum of four points will
separate the teams — a
meaningiul gap, no doubt,
but not an insurmountable
lead. There isa better-than-
even chance that by the
time the whistle is blown at
the Etihad Stadium on
Sunday night, neither of
them will be top of the
league,

[t works for everyone to
pretend otherwise, of
course, to present this as
some sort of climactic
showdown. That is not just
becausefootball, as we have

Pep Guardiola

Man City « Arsenal

Venue Etihad Stadium
9:00pm on Star Sports
FORM
WDWWW WWWWL
HEAD TO HEAD
OVERALL

DRAWS

45

PREMIER LEAGUE

10

Arsenal 1-0 City

cTy

65
19

ARSENAL

100
24

2023 EPL

Arsenal 1-1 City

2023 Community
Shield

City

4-1 Arsenal 2023 EPL

Arsenal 1-3 City

2023 EPL

City

1-0 Arsenal 2023 FA Cup

straight wins for City at home against
Arsenal in all competitionssince a 2-2
EPL draw in May 2016

a win will help Arsenal complete a
league double over City for the first
time since 2007-08

38matcheg since City lost a game at
Etihad in all competitions, winning
33 and drawing five

wins for City this season against the
current top five - 3 draws and 2 losses

1 wins for Guardiola against Arsenal
in his City career, second only to his
17 victories against Burnley

8_ Arsenal's win-loss record in
2024, scoring 33 goalsand
conceding just four

# Team W
1 Arsenal 20
2 Liverpool 19
3 Man City 19

PREMIER LEAGUE: A THREE-WAY BATTLE

D L GD PTS
4 4 +46 b4
7 2 +¥39 64
G 3 435 63

it had to change. My admiration and what | feel for him certainly hasn't. In my opinion he's
Q the best coach in the world by a mile and he's one of the nicest people that I've met in football.

Certainly he's one of the ones that I've had the most fun and laughter working with. That's going
long established, is now to stay there forever. At the moment the roles are what they are and you're going to have to adaptto it

merely anarmof theenter- MIKEL ARTETA, Arsenal manager, on how his relationship with Guardiola has evolved

Mikel Arteta

team has agency, that its fate is defined

by 1ts own strengths and weaknesses
and nothing else, that no exter-
nal factors areat play,

This season, though, it's the
external factors that have car
ried the greatest weight—not

simply the injury crises
that have hobbled
g ' Liverpool and City
! 3 at various times,
o but in the
challenge
posed by
the rest
of the
league.
T h e
Premier
League is, as it
hasheentellingus
for some time,
both the richest
domesticleagueon
the planet and the
best. Theformer has
been true for the bet-
ter part of two dec-
ades. It has taken
rather longer to
manifestthe lattet:

Now, though, it is

indisputable:
England does not
just have the finest
setof eliteteamson
the planet, but it
alsohasthestrong-
est set of middle-
weights. Even the
teams at the foot
of the table are
most likelv farstrong-
or than their counter-
parts in [taly, Spain,
(rermany and France.
That's worth remem-
bering when the deci-
sive day comes, wheth-
er it is at Craven Cottage
ot the City Ground or Old
Trafford. It will be tempt-
ing to assume that which-

9

tainment industry and
there is better content in the crashing
crescendo of a title fight than in the
staccato, discordant rhythmof the sea-
son. It 1s also because one of football's
great myths is that champions are
anointed indirect collision.

That is not, of course, quite how it
works. Achampionshipisareward for
enduringtheslow grindof anarduous
campaign better than all of yourrivals.
Being able to overcome the most im-
posing of them on any given day isa
related skill, but the correlation is
hardly perfect. Arsenal might win at
Cityand still not win the league, orvice
versa. (Liverpool, the third contender;
has defeated neither club this season.)
There is more than one way to be the
“best” team in a league,

Instead, it's likely that the defining
date in the Premier League season is
one that hasnot been scheduled, delib-

erately, to suit the narrative demands
of television. Perhaps itwillbetheday
Liverpool goes to Fulham, or Aston
Villa visits City, or Arsenal travels to
Manchester United.

Perhaps there will be more than one.
Perhaps it hasalready passed —when
West Ham won at Arsenal, or when
Liverpool mustered several thousand
shots at home to Man United and
scored on none of them, or when City
scored only twice against Sheffield
United. Not all turning points, afterall,
are signposted.

Regardless of which team emerges
victoriousat theend of May thetwoto
fall short will be subject to the cruelest
form of autopsy, a sustained and glee-
ful search for whatever shortcomings
can be found.

City might be accused of not being
ahle to sustain the glorious standards it

set last season. Arsenal might be in-
formed that things could have ended
differently had Arteta spent a trifling
$120 million on a striker in January.
Liverpool may be instructed to rue the
profligacy of Darwin Nunez, or, because
in these situations, people like to play
the hits, no matter how little sense they
make, the hlame will be laid at the door
of Trent Alexander-Arnold's defending.

Thisexerciseistraditional, cathartic
and deeply flawed. [t should not need to
be said, of course, that the most com-
mon reason a team does not win the
league is that there is a better one —
more complete, more fluid, less ham-
strung by injury, a touch more fortu-
nate —justaheadof it.

To scrutiniSe where everyone else
went wrong is to fall, willingly, into
what might be thought of as the fans’
fallacy: the assumption that only one

ever team drops first does
s0 because it is, in some neatly compre-
hensible way; lacking.

The reality will be different: less satis-
fying, perhaps, and not as easily dis-
tilled into pat analysis or simple expla-
nation, but more whole. Two among
Liverpool, Arsenal and Manchester
City will miss out on the Premier
League title because they lose, or draw,
or donot scoreenough against another
extremely rich, lavishly talented foot-
ball team. In doing so, they will prove
that they arenot the best, of course. But
that does not mean that they are not
verygood indeed.  TheNew York Times

WATCHOUT! Tonight

I5L Mohun Bagan v Chennaiyin 7. 30pm
(Sports18) PREMIER LEAGUE Liverpoolv
Brighton 6;.30pm (5tar Sports) LA LIGA Real
Madrid v Athletic Club 12:30am (Sports18)
LIGUE 1 Marseille v PSG 12:15am (Sports1s)

Explosive SRH, Tame GT

A depleted Gujarat Titans bowling
attack will have to raise its game by
quite a few notches if’ it intends to
stop a marauding Sunrisers
Hyderabad team fresh from its re-
cord total against Mumbai Indians
today Sunrisers are coming on the
back of breaking the ceiling for all
time IPL total when they plundered
277 against Mumbai Indians to se-
cure their first win of the season.
First time skipper Shubman Gill's
Titans, who started off witha winat
home against Mumbai Indians, on
the other hand slipped in Chennai in
their previous game. The resound-
ing 63-run defeat affected their net
run rate as it plummeted to -1.425,
worst among the league’s 10 teams,
which could cause some problems
towards the business end of the
tournament. PT1
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GT vs SRH

VENUE: AHMEDABAD
TIME: 3:30PM

STAR SPORTS [ JID CINEMA
HEAD TO HEAD

2 |

HZH: LAST 3 MATCHES
GT Deat SRH by 34 runs 2023

GT beat SBRH by 5 wkis 2022
SRH beat GT by B wkts 2022
PREVIOUS MATCH
SRH beat MI
by 31 runs

GT lost to CSK
by &3 runs

DC vs CSK: Battle of Unequals

Delhi Capitals will beaimingtorejigtheir
out-of-depth batting order by bringing the
flamboyant Prithvi Shaw in the mix
against the defending champions
Chennai Super Kings in what could be
safely termed as a *battle of uneguals’ on
Sunday’s encounter. In T20 format, repu-
tations do go for a toss but DC in their last
fourmeetings haven't been able to get past
CSK and themargins of defeat—91 runs, 27
runs, 77 runs and 4 wickets respectively -
paint a sorry picture. One also needs to
take intoaccount that in those fourlosses, |
the core of the Delhi team has been more
or less same save their last meeting when
Rishabh Pant wasn't available. Hence a
winagainst CSK would beconsideredasa
big upset in the tournament. If CS5K once
again looks like a team to beat with all its
bases nicely covered, it has been quite the
opposite for the Ricky Ponting coached
Capitals, which has been outplayed in

both departments of the game. PTI

VENUE: VISAKHAPATNAM

People should remember which country these players
represent. It's our country. Fan wars should never take such
an ugly route. I've said it many times, this is cinema culture, that
happens only here. Have you seen these fights happen inany

other country? Have you seen, for instance, Joe Root and Zak Eg& Eg;{ HE E; g; :3;2 gggg
; Crawley fans have a fight? Or Joe Root and Jos Buttler
= eh CSK beat DC by 91 runs 2022

== fans fight? It's crazy. Do you see Steven Smith fans
¢y fighting with Pat Cummins fans in Australia?

R ASHWIN, on Hardik Pandya facing boos

TIME: 7:30PM
STAR SPORTS / JI0 CINEMA
HEAD TO HEAD

10 19

H2H: LAST 3 MATCHES

PREVIOUS MATCH

CSK beat GT
by 63 runs

DC lost o RR
by 12 runs
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Alonso Makes

WWW.ECONOMICTIMES.COM

A Brave Choice

The Spaniard has decided to stay at Leverkusen after
rejecting the chance to coach Liverpool or Bayern Munich

Richard Jolly

Xabi Alonso always plaved the game at
hisown speed, It was partof hisstrength
asafootballer, acool detachment, anabil-
ity to see the big picture and to identify
the right move. Like many a Spanish
midfielder; he did not always take the
most direct route. When he did, though,
a remarkable long passer could do so
with ereat success,

The characteristics that made one of
the most cerebral of players an obvious
candidate for management seem appar-

entinhischoices inhiscoaching career

Alonso could have been fast-tracked to
two of his former clubs, and two of
Europe’s super clubs. And he will take
things at his own pace, staying at Bayer
Leverkusen. He has been unhurried: in
makingadecision, in plotting his path.
The presumption is that he will still
find his way to at least one of Bayern
Munich, Liverpool or Real Madrid at
some stage; perhaps more, given the
high turnover of managers
at the Allianz Arena and the
Bernabeu and the stellar

Once again, he

Alonso for not
eaving the club

winning Leverkusen's first-ever
Bundesliga, ending Bayern's 11-year
reign. There may beothers: an unbeaten
season, a historic treble,

There could be other achievements
next season. He said: “My job is not
over here,”

And yet, Alonso hasset the standards
so high that, realistically; the only way
is down at Leverkusen. The question
may be how far: given Bayern'’s vast
economic advantage and the far great-
er talent in their ranks, logically they
will regain the Bundesliga next year.
There is a difference between
Leverkusen coming second or third,
however, compared tofifth orsixth.

CUne precedent, tor better or worse, was
set by Klopp, who retained the
Bundesliga with Borussia Dortmund,
reached a Champions League final, ar-
guably stayved too long and yet still had
sufficient allure to get the Liverpool job,
In the dyvnamics of the succession at
Anfield, thereisatheory that Kloppisan
impossibleact tofollow; perhapsitisbet-
ter to be the man after the
man after the German.

As the former CEQ Karl-

reputation of aman.Jurgen hasdelayed his Heinz Rummenigge had
Klopp has described as the  Journey toabigger named Alonsoasapotential
“standout™ manager of the Stage.Onceagain, firture Bayern manager be-

nextgeneration isforging.
Yet, equally, it is rare for
both Bavern and Liverpool
to be looking for a manager in the same
summer- it last happened in 2011, before
then in 2004 — and at Anfield, anyway;
Klopp's long reign has shown a prefer-

getthere

ence for and the merits of stability

Klopp'sreplacement could stillbein situ

early in the 2030s.

Inasense, Alonso could be rejectinga
once-in-a-managerial lifetime opportu-
nity. In another; he 1s not; there isno
cnarantee that, while he appeared the

frontrunner, he would actually have

been Liverpool's preferred candidate.
Certainly, there are some at Anfield
who had felt he was likely to remain at
Leverkusen for at least another vear.
Perhaps Bayern, whofelt more open in
coveting Alonso, have been rebuffed
the most.

All of which may offer Real some en-
couragement; Carlo Ancelotti is con-
tracted until 2026, when he turns 67.
Alonso, a rare Spanish coach with
more roots at the Bernabeu than the
Nou Camp, could look the logical re-
placement.

Mavbe Alonsoisplayingthe longgame.
He is on the brink of one achievement
that should stand the test of time and
still feel pertinent in a couple of years:

he will probably

fore he had taken a first-
team job, the safe assump-
tion is that he may have
multiple opportunities to take charge in
Bavaria: unlike Klopp, who has turned
Bayern down more than once, the prob-
ability is that he would accept one,

But the widespread expectation that it
would be a straight battle between
Bayern and Liverpool for Alonso’s ser-
vices has proved wrong: on several occa-
sions, Leverkusen had expressed confi-
dencethattheywould keepthe Spaniard.
Such optimism was not misplaced.

Yet Alonso'sdecision shows an inde-
pendence of thought. Not for the first
time, either: in 2021, he turned down
Borussia Monchengladbach tostay in
charge of Real Sociedad’s B team. He
instead went to the Bundesliga, and
the same region of Germany, 18
months later,

Onceagain, he hasdelayved his journey
to a bigger stage. Once again, he will
probably get there. In the process, hehas
reshaped the managerial merry-go-
round for the summer; the frontrunner
has withdrawn from the race. It may
mean theeventual appointments get un-
favourably compared to Alonso,
Certainly, there is the chance a seem-
mgly second-rate candidate gets one of
the plum jobs. The Independent

MLB's Percentage of International-Born
Players Drops Slightly to Lowest Since 2016

The percentage of Major League
Baseball players born outside the 50
states dipped slightly to 27.8%, its

lowest level since 2016. There were 264
players from 19 nations and territories

outside of the 50 states among 949

players on opening day active rosters
and injured, restricted and inactive lists,

the commissioner's office said Friday.
The percentage was down from 28.5%
last year and the lowest since 27.5% in
2016. It has remained in the 26-29.8%
range since 2002, peaking in 2017,
The total international players was
the fourth-highest behind 291 in 2020
{when there were expanded 30-man

active rosters), 275 in 2022 (when there
were expanded 28-man active rosters)

and last year (270). AP

WHERE THEY COME FROM

Country Players
Dominican Republic 108
Venezuela 58
Cuba 18
Puerto Rico I
Canada 13
Mexico 12
Japan 10
Colombia 5
Panama 5
Curacao 4
South Korea 3
Australia 2

Aruba, Bahamas,
Brazil, Germany,
Honduras, Micaragua
and South Africa
Miscellaneous 2

—_—
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India’s Badminton Prospects in Paris Look Good

With players peaking at the right time, India dream of best medal haul at 2024 Olympic Games

Boria Majumdar |

In less than a month, the final quali-
fication lists for badminton at the
2024 Paris Games will be out. And
India is certain to field probably its
best badminton contingent ever.
Here is how India’s badminton
contingent would look like:
Men's singles: HS Prannoy and
Lakshya Sen.

Women’s singles: PV Sindhu will
be India's lone entry.

Men's doubles: Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shettv.
Women’'s doubles: Ashwini
Ponappa and Tanisha Crasto.

Thetruth is, nearlv all of these play-
ers are capable of beating the best on
their dav, making the prospect of
multiple medals gquite plausible,

It is widely believed that the No. 1
ranked pair of Satwik and Chirag
are going to be India’s strongest con-
tenders in Paris. Thelr recent record

wIup

in France is remarkable, having
emerged victorious at the French
Open(March 5-10), which was held at
the same venue as the Olyvmpics.

“Satwik and Chirag will go inasthe
best team in the world. If they play to
their potential, they are very hard to
beat. Infact, even if they play anotch
below their best they will be hard to
beat,” Pullela Gopichand, the nation-
al head coach, had told this writer
during the French Open week.

Both Satwikand Chirag areaware of
the expectations placed upon them.

“We play for these moments. The
Olvmpics is a great opportunity. We
know there will be pressure. But
then vou always wanted people to see
the sport and support vou. That's
what is happening now. We will
make sure we are well prepared,”
said Chirag.

Satwik, whose dance moves have
gone viral recently, added, “I had
never imagined I would be winning
the Asian Games gold or become

bet, men’'s singles, which looked

resurgence with Lakshya Sen find-
ing form. After seven first-round ex-
its, Lakshya made two
back-to-back semi-finals —
French Open and All

Academy, he had a string of

Prannoy, India's

wings after he parted ways with
Anup Sridhar.

“We have a well chalked out plan for
bleak until the end of 2023, has seen himand are very confident he will be
at his best in Paris,” said Vimal.

Prannoy, India’s best singles plaver

tor some time now, has
had a rough start to
2024 due to a resur-

England — beating world bestsinglesplayer gence of the gastroe-
No. 3 Anders Antonsenand forsometimenow, sophageal reflux is-
No. 9 Lee 411 Jia along the hashad arough sues, which have
way. And even in the defeat startto2024dueto plagued him before.
against Jonatan Christie, aresurgence of the “Prannoy is better
he didn’t go down tamely, gastroesophageal now and there is noth-
“For Lakshva it is more refluxissues, ing to worry about
physical. When he first which have him,” assured Gopi.
came to us at the Prakash plaguedhim With the Badminton
Padukone Badminton before Asia Championships

and the Thomas Cup

It's widely believed that the No. 1 ranked pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty are going to be India's strongest contenders in Paris

world No. 1, But it has all happened
as a result of hard work. We will do
our best to focus on the process and

be ready. Results will happen for

sure,”

While men's doubles is India's hest

Getly Images

injuries. We worked very hard on
him and now he is physically much
stronger. Mentally too he is in a hap-
py state and the results are showing.
If he can be at his best physically, he
has a very exciting game,” said
Vimal Kumar, his coach who has yet
again taken Lakshyva under his

round the corner, Prannoy will get
much-needed match practice and
should be in good shape for Paris.
Prannoy, who had a spectacular 2023,
is a formidable opponent when fit.
As for Sindhu, signs of a resur-
gence are evident, In the recent
matches against Chen Yufei and An

Se Young, even though she lost.
Sindhu showed resilience. She
looked leaner and fitter. Under the
watchful eves of legendary Prakash
Padukone, Sindhu is expected to get
better.

“Physically, she is there now. We
need to work on her mentally. She
needs to believe she can beat the
best and that's what we want to do
ahead of Paris., She has won
Olympic medals before and can han-
dle the pressure. All we need to do
with her is instil the self-belief,”
said Padukone,

For Tanisha and Ashwini, itisa
huge achievement to have made the
cut. Ashwini, set to participate in
her third Olympics, has shown good
form inrecent months. Tanisha, her
new doubles partner, complements
Ashwini's aggressive style well.
They make a formidable pair capa-
ble of causing upsets.

In London 2012, Rio 2016 and Tokvo
2021, badminton contributed one
medal each to India’s tally Whether
this number goes up in Paris is a
matter of keen anticipation. For
now, it is safe to say that India will
send its best contingent, with play-
ers peaking at the right time.”




