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Archimedes Aristotle Plato Socrates Alexander Achilles
Athena Zeus Medusa Acropolis Olympics Islands...

This one country has touched every aspect of our lives.
Let’s go see the places from our history textbooks in real life

It’s time now to explore

Greece!

Embark on a journey to Greece, the cornerstone of Western civilization,
the birthplace of democracy, the Olympic Games, philosophy, political
science, and mathematics. Greece is not just a repository of magnificent

history and cultural heritage but also a realm of azure domes,
crystal-clear waters, whitewashed villages, enchanting sunsets,
delectable Greek cuisine, and an array of picturesque islands that will
captivate your soul. Come, discover a world where every corner tells S
a story, every landscape inspires poetry, and every moment feels
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like a piece of history. Let’s experience for ourselves
what keeps Greece trending through the ages.

Chalo, Bag Bharo, Nikal Pado! with Veena World
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More than 50+ carefully designed group tours, women's special tours and seniors' special tours to Europe. And even more tours in India and around the world available on www.veenaworld.com

Mediterranean Europe (EMIZ9776-18608)
Glimpses of Greace (6D) 200000 - 215000
Highlights of Greece (8D) 225000 - 240000

Best of Greece (10D} 250000 - 275000

All of Greece (150) 375000 - 395000

Egypt Greece Turkey (15D) 340000 - 360000
Greece Turkey (12D) 305000 - 320000
Highlights of Turkey (7D) 150000 - 160000

Best of Turkey (10D) 215000 - 230000

All of Turkey (14D) 265000 - 285000

Best of Egypt (9D) 175000 - 185000

Best of Spain (10D) 225000 - 235000

All of Spain (15D) 325000 - 340000

Spain Portugal (13D) 280000 - 295000

Spain Portugal Morocco (16D) 325000 - 340000
Best of Portugal(8D) 210000 - 225000

Seniors’ Special Europe Tours

Eurcpean Panorama (8D) June 21 - 210000

Eurcpe (10D) Jun 25 - 230000 | Europe (12D) June 25 - 280000
Europe (13D) Jun 17 - 280000 | Europe (15D) Jul 12 - 355000
Swiss Paris (8D) Jun 4 - 230000 | ialy (8D) Jun 9 - 230000
England Scotland Ireland Wales London (13D) Aug 8 - 340000
Best of Scandinavia (9D) May 28 - 285000

Spain (10D) Jun 13 - 230000 | Greece (8D) Oct 10 - 230000

Australla

USA _Antarctlca

Northern Europe (EMIZ16423-27840)
Best of Scandinavia (92 Days) 285000 - 295000
Scandinavia Northern Lights (8D) Dec 5 - 375000 - 390000
Scandinavia Midnight Sun (16D) June 19 - 450000 - 470000
Iceland Scandinavia (14D) 450000 - 470000

|celand Scandinavia Northern Lights{14D) Nov 27 - 495000 - 510000
lceland Scandinavia Midnight Sun (14D} Jun 14-450000-470000
Iceland Belgium Amsterdam (11D) 350000 - 375000
Scandinavia + Eastern Europe (23D) 500000 - 525000
Arctic Crulse - Polar Bear Express (SD) Jun 19 - 675000

Eastern Europe (EMIZ5362-16704)

All of Eastern Europe (15 Days) 300000 - 320000
Croatia Slovenia Slovakia Hungary (11D) 255000 - 265000
Vienna Prague Budapest Bratislava (8D) 205000 - 215000
Best of Hungary (8D) 210000 - 225000

Best of Russia (7D) 200000 - 215000

Uzbekistan Kazakhstan Kyrgyzstan (9D) 175000 - 185000
Best of Baku (7D) 120000 - 130000

Western Europe (EMIT 11136 -18608)
Amsterdam Brussels Bruges (7 Days) 205000 - 215000
England Scotland Ireland Wales London (13D) 335000 - 350000
England Scotland Amsterdam Brusseis (10D) 275000 - 285000
Italy/Austria/Switzerland (8D) 225000 - 260000
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South Africa
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Waestern Europe (EMIZ8416-27840)

European Explorer (27 Days) 500000 - 525000
European Dream (23D) 455000 - 480000
European Magic (20D) 440000 - 465000
European Marvels (17D) 385000 - 400000

European Jewels+Versailles/Disneyland
(15D) 350000 - 370000

European Wonders (13D) 280000 - 295000
European Highlights (12D) 275000 - 290000
European Splendours (10D) 225000 - 235000
European Panorama (8D) 200000 - 210000
London Paris Swiss Italy (9D) 250000 - 260000
Swiss Paris (8D) 225000 - 235000

Swiss Paris London (01D) 305000 - 315000
Swiss ltaly (8D) 225000 - 235000

Swiss Paris Italy (11D) 280000 - 295000
Austria Italy (8D0) 220000 - 230000

Swiss Austria Italy (11D) 275000 - 290000
Swiss Austria (8D) 235000 - 245000

Swiss Paris Austria (11D) 280000 - 295000

Swiss Paris Amsterdam Brussels (11D)
280000-295000

Asia - South East
Far East Mld ol East
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Group tour price includes return airfare, transport, accommodation, all meals: breakfast-lunch-dinner, sightseeing with entrance fees, driver-guide tips, travel insurance?®,

Ask us for
exclusive tours

ey =S veenaworld.com
Call: 1800 22 7979

of family and
friends

Scan for
your nearest
Veena World
Sales Office

services of a Tour Manager and VISA fee (except for ‘Free Visa Countries’). USA tours for valid US visa holders only. EMI (24 months) subject to financial partner’s approval

Monday-Saturday 10 to 7
travel@veenaworld.com

All group tours are ax-Mumbai, Tour price is per person and on bwin sharing bagis, These tour prices are nett and no discount is applicable, At the time of booking, tour price to be paid in full INR by UF'II."'!‘-JE'l-_l',-"F:TEE.."'I'.Thl;lquq, i
the name of “Veena Patil Hospitality Pwt. Lid.! Mo cash transactions at Veena World. Government taxes apply. Any increase in YO taxes, airport taxes, VISA fees, surcharges {if any) will have to be bome by the travellers. TEC apply.

epaperinalianexpress.colim

Women's Special Europe (EMIT9776-25120)
Europe (8D) June 7 - 210000

Europe (10D) May 10 - 220000

Europe (12D) Sept 9 - 280000

Eurcope (13D) May 21 - 280000

Europe with Versailles (1SD) May 10 - 355000

London Paris Swiss Italy (9D) June 25 - 2585000
Amsterdam Brussels Bruges (7D) Apr 20 - 200000

Swiss Paris (8D) June 19 - 230000

Switzerland (8D) Jun 29 - 255000

England Scotland Ireland Wales London (13D) May 23 - 340000
Croatia Slovenia Slovakia Hungary (1D) July 25 - 255000
Vienna Prague Budapest Bratislava (B8D) June 5 - 205000
Scandinavia (9D) Jun 18 - 285000
Iceland Scandinavia (14D) Jul 15 - 450000
Austria (8D) Aug 23 - 225000

Italy (8D) June 23 - 230000

Spain (100) May 4 - 230000

Turkey (10D} Aug 16 - 215000

Egypt (90D) Sept 24 - 1/5000

Greece (8D) Sept 19 - 230000

Hungary (BD) Sept 15 - 210000

Many more women's special tours
around the world are also available

Travel hassle-frae with the
Veena World Tour Manager
at your service on tour

VEENA WORLD

Travel. Explore. Celebrate Life.
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Ranil Wickremesinghe

SRI LANKA
Oppdeclines
Ranil invite to
attend IMF

review meeting

Colombo: The Opposition
in Sri Lanka on Sunday de-
clined the invitation by
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe toattend
areview meeting of the
IMF bailout programme
scheduled for Monday to
help the cash-strapped na-
tion to overcome the finan-
cial crisisit has been facing
since 2022.The IMF on
Thursday last began its
two-week-long second re-
view of the March 2023
bailout of USD 2.9 billion
spanningover4years. Two
tranches of USD 330 mil-
lion each were released in
March and December
Wickremesinghe, who is
also the finance minister, is
the steer of the
programime. PTI

UNITED KINGDOM
Man held after
after car hits
palace gate

London: British police said
on Sunday a man had
been arrested after a car
crashed into the gates of
Buckingham Palace in
central London. Grainy
images on social media
showed a car at the front
gates of the palace. British
media quoted a witness as
saying they had heard "a
loud bang". Police said the
incident had occurred in
the early hours of
Saturday morning.
Buckingham Palace said
no member of the family
was resident at the time of
theincident and repairs to
the palce gates were un-
derway. REUTERS

PAKISTAN

2 killedin blast
while moving
explosives

Peshawar: At least two
persons were killed and
one injured in a blast
while they were transfer-
ring explosives on a mo-
torbike in Pakistan's
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province on Sunday, said
officials. The incident oc-
curred in Board Bazar,
Nasir Bagh  Road
Peshawar. Earlier the po-
lice officials said that the
incident was a suicide
blast, however, later
Superintendent of Police
Operations Kashif Aftab
Abbasi confirmed that the
explosion took place
when the three were
transferring explosives on
a bike from one place to

another. PTI
NEPAL

PM expands
cabinet,adds 2

new ministers

Kathmandu: Nepal Prime
Minister Pushpa Kamal
Dahal ‘Prachanda’ on
Sunday expanded his
Cabinet for a second time
by inducting two new
members, days after
dumping the Nepali
Congress and forginganew
alliance with the CPN-UIVIL.
Prachandainducted senior
Madhesi leader and chair-
man of the Janata
Samajwadi Party (JSP)
Upendra Yadav as the min-
ister for population and
health and Koshor Shah,
also fromJSP, as minister for
forest. With this, the num-
ber of ministers, has
reached 22. PTI

REITERATES SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL'’S PURSUIT OF HAMAS

Netanyahu’s approach to civilian
deaths hurtmg Israel, says Biden

‘Rafahinvasion a
red line, butwon't
cut off weapons’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WILMINGTON, MARCH 10

PRESIDENT JOE Biden said
Saturday that he believes Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu is “hurting Israel
more than helping” in how he is
approaching its war against
Hamas in Gaza.

The USleader expressed sup-
port for Israel’s right to pursue
Hamas but said of Netanyahu
that “he must pay more attention
to the innocent lives being lost as
a consequence of the actions
taken.” Biden has for months
warned thatIsrael risks losing in-
ternational support over mount-
ing civilian casualties in Gaza, and
the latest remarks in an interview
with MSNBC's Jonathan
Capehart pointed to the increas-
ingly strained relationship be-
tween the two leaders.

Biden said of the death toll in
Gaza, “it’s contrary to what Israel
stands for. And I think it’s a big
mistake.” Biden said a potential in-
vasion of Rafah, where more than
1.3 million Palestinians are shel-
tering, is “a red line” for him, but
said he would not cut off weapons
like the Iron Dome missile inter-
ceptors which protects Israel from
rocket attacks in the region.

Biden said he was willing to
make his case directly to the
Knesset, Israeli parliament, in-
cluding by making another trip
to the country.

The site of an Israeli air strike on a building in south Gaza’s Rafah, Saturday. Reuters

Ship leaves US with material
to set up aid port in Gaza

REUTERS
CAIRO, MARCH10

THE US Army has dispatched a
ship to send humanitarian aid to
Gaza, Central Command (CENT-
COM) said on Sunday, days after
President Joe Biden vowed to
build a temporary pier to supply
the besieged enclave.

The General Frank S. Besson
left Joint Base Langley-Eustis in
Virginia "less than 36 hours af-
ter President Biden announced
the U.S. would provide humani-
tarian assistance to Gaza by sea,”
CENTCOM said in a statement.

The logistics support vessel

is "carrying the first equipment
to establish a temporary pier to
deliver vital humanitarian sup-
plies," it said.

Gaza has no port infrastruc-
ture. The U.S. initially plans to use
Cyprus, which is offering a
process for screening cargoes that
will include Israel officials, remov-
ing the need for security checks
inGaza. Most of Gaza's people are
now internally displaced, with se-
vere bottlenecks in aid deliveries
atland border checkpoints. Gaza
has been under an Israeli navy
blockade since 2007, when
Hamas took control of the en-
clave. There have been few direct
sea arrivals since then.

FLoons, LANDSLIDES KILL 19 IN INDONESIA

Houses damaged in a village affected by flash floods in West Sumatra on Sunday. Torrential
rain brought floods and landslides in West Sumatra province, forcing evacuation of over
70,000 people, while killing at least 19, with 7 missing, authorities said. AP

Portugese vote in early, tight elections

REUTERS
LISBON, MARCH 10

PORTUGUESE VOTERS headed
to the polls on Sunday, facing a
choice between switching to a
centre-right government or
keeping the centre-left in powe.

The far-right Chega party has
been growing in clout and could
play a kingmaker role in post-
election talks. Issues dominating
the campaign in western

o i Y

A polling station in Lisbon
on Sunday. Reuters

Europe's poorest country in-
clude a housing crisis, low
wages, sagging healthcare and
corruption.

The polls triggered by
Socialist Premier Antonio Costa’s
resignation amid a graft probe
four months ago, pits against
each other the two centrist par-
ties — the Socialist Party (PS) and
the Social Democratic Party —
that have alternated in power
since the end of a fascist dicta-
torship five decades ago.

ISRAEL PRESIDENT OPENS
AMSTERDAM HOLOCAUST
MUSEUM AMID PROTESTS

Amsterdam: Israeli President
IsaacHerzog is attending the
opening of the National
Holocaust Museum in
Amsterdam on Sunday amid
protests demanding an im-
mediate ceasefire in the
Israel-Hamas conflictin Gaza.

Protesters were chanting
“Never again is now” and
“Ceasefire now” at a square
close to the museum, while
holding Palestinian flags and
signs that said “Jews against
genocide”.

A spokesperson for the
president declined com-
ment. REUTERS

Maldives buys
surveilance
drones from
Turkey to patrol
maritime area

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MALE, MARCH 10

MALDIVES HAS for the first time
acquired surveillance drones
from Turkey for patrolling its
vast exclusive economic zone,
according to media reports on
Sunday.

Efforts have begun by the state
toestablish a drone basein Noonu
atoll Maafaru to operate drones
brought from Turkey to conduct
monitoring of the ocean territo-
ries, Editon.myv portal reported.

Turkey was the first foreign
country visited by Mohamed
Muizzu after he was swornin as
president in November.

The Maldives government
has not disclosed the details of
the agreement so far. The sur-
veillance drones from the
Turkish company Baykar TB2
drones were delivered on March
3, reports said.

President Muizzu, upon his
return from China in January,
had indicated that the govern-
ment was looking to acquire sur-
veillance drones. On March 4,
Muizzu said that his country is
working to establish a 24/7 mon-
itoring system for the Maldivian
waters this month to ensure
control of its Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ).

Posts PHOTO WI1TH THREE CHILDREN
PRINCESS KATE ISSUES 1ST MESSAGE SINCE SURGERY

Kate, Princess of Wales, thanked the public on Sunday for their support in her first public message since
undergoing abdominal surgery in January, posting a picture of herself with her three children. Her
statement may answer the rumours and wild speculation on social media that have arisen in recent

weeks about the health of the princess, who has been absent from public life since Christmas. REUTERS
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Killing by immigrant turns
poll flashpoint: Biden clarifies
remark, Trump seeks apology

President on defensive as Trump targets immigration policy

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ATLANTA,MARCH10

PRESIDENT JOE Biden said
Saturday that he regretted us-
ing the term “illegal” during his
State of the Union address to de-
scribe the suspected killer of
Laken Riley, as his all-but-cer-
tain 2024 GOP rival, Donald
Trump, blasted the Democrat’s
immigration policies and
blamed them for her death ata
rally in Georgia.

Biden expressed remorse af-
ter facing frustration from some
in his party for the use of the term
to describe people who arrived
or are living in the U.S. illegally.

“I shouldn’t have used illegal,

ALakenRiley poster ata
Trump ralley in Georgia. AP

“Joe Biden went on television
and apologized for calling Laken’s
murderer an illegal,” he said to
loud jeers and boos. “Biden should
be apologizing for apologizing to

it's  undocu- this killer.”
mented,” he said The back-and-
in an interview @ ‘m forth underscored
with MSNBC'’s " “‘ how Riley’s mur-
Jonathan der has become a
atants, where | RACEFOR 30 0
the president was THE WHITE Venezuelanimmi-
meeting with grant who entered
small business HOUSE the US illegally has
ownersand hold- been charged with
ing a campaign rally. her murder.

Trump, campaigning in
Rome, Georgia, at the same time,
assailed Biden for the comments.

Trump was joined at his rally
by Riley’s parents, her sister and
friends and met with them before

Zardari sworn in as
Paklstan Pre&dent

Asif Ali Zardari (left) takes oath in Islamabad on Sunday. AP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, MARCH 10

ASIF ALl Zardari on Sunday took
oath as Pakistan's 14th President,
aday after the veteran politician
was overwhelmingly elected as
the next head of state.

Chief Justice of Pakistan Qazi
Faez Isa administered the oath to
the 68-year-old Zardari at Aiwan-
e-Sadr, the Presidential Palace.
Zardari will replace Dr Arif Alvi,
who stayed in office for five more
months despite completing his
five-year termin September 2023.

The swearing-in ceremony

was attended by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, all three service
chiefs, senior officials and diplo-
mats. Zardari, who was the joint
candidate of the ruling alliance de-
feated PTI-backed Sunni Ittehad
Council (SIC) candidate Mahmood
Khan Achakzai by a huge margin.
Chinese President Xi Jinping
Sunday congratulated Asif Ali
Zardari on his election as the
President, saying that the “iron-
clad” friendship between the
two countries is a “choice of his-
tory” and the strategic signifi-
cance of their ties has become
more prominent considering the
current changes in the world.

Latest hurdle
for Biden

EXPLAINED

E.

RILEY’'S MURDER has
become arallying cry for
Republicans who have seized
on frustrations over the Biden
administration’s handling of
the US-Mexico border amid a
record surge of migrants en-
tering the country. Biden s
trying to flip the script on
them by urging Congress to
again take up an immigration
overhaul Bill. The Bill —
which proposed to toughen
asylum criteria — was killed
by the GOP, which withdrew
from a bipartisan deal owing
to opposition from Trump.

he took the stage. They were wel-
comed with a standing ovation
and large signs handed out by the
campaign that featured Riley’s
photograph and the words “SAY
HER NAME!” “REMEMBER OUR
ANGELS,” they read on the back.

Trump, in a speech that
lasted two hours, hammered
Biden on the border and for mis-
pronouncing Riley’s name dur-
ing his State of the Union address
this past week.

Ukraine should
negotiate an
end to war with
Russia: Pope

Pope Francis
said Kyiv
should have
the courage
of the white
flag. File

REUTERS
ROME, MARCH 10

POPE FRANCIS has said in an in-
terview that Ukraine should
have what he called the courage
of the “white flag” and negotiate
an end to the war with Russia
that followed Moscow's full-
scale invasion two years ago and
that has killed tens of thousands.

Francis made his comments
in an interview recorded last
month with Swiss broadcaster
RSI. “I think that the strongest
one is the one who looks at the
situation, thinks about the peo-
ple and has the courage of the
white flag, and negotiates,"
Francis said, adding that talks
should take place with the help
of international powers.

US military airlifts embassy personnel,
tightens security as Haiti violence surges

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, MARCH 10

THE US military said on Sunday
it has carried out an operationin
Haiti to airlift non-essential em-
bassy personnel from the coun-
try and added U.S. forces bolster
embassy security, as Caribbean
nation reels under a state of
emergency.

The operation was the latest
sign of Haiti's troubles as gang vi-

olence threatens to bring down
the government and has led
thousands to flee their homes.
‘This airlift of personnel into
and out of the embassy is consis-
tent with our standard practice
for embassy security augmenta-
tion worldwide, and no Haitians
were on board the military air-
craft,” the US military's Southern
Command said in a statement.
Haiti entered a state of emer-
gency last Sunday after fighting
escalated while PM Ariel Henry

was in Nairobi seeking a deal for
the UN-backed mission. Kenya
announced last yearit would lead
the force but months of domestic
legal wrangling have effectively
placed the mission on hold.

On Saturday, the US State
Department said Secretary of
State Antony Blinken spoke with
Kenyan President William Ruto
about the Haiti crisis and the two
men underscored their commit-
ment to a multinational security
mission to restore order.

THOUSANDS OF POLICE PERSONNEL DEPLOYED NEAR AL-AQSA M0OSQUE COMPOUND, ONE OF HOLIEST SITES IN ISLAM

Palestinians prepare for Ramadan in the shadow of Gaza war

REUTERS
RAFAH,MARCH10

PALESTINIANS PREPARED for
Ramadaninasombre mood with
heightened security measures by
Israeli police and the spectre of
war and hunger in Gaza overshad-
owing the normally festive
Muslim holy month as talks to se-
cure a ceasefire stalled.
Thousands of police have been
deployed around the narrow
streets of the Old City in Jerusalem,
where tens of thousands of wor-
shippers are expected every day
at the Al Agsa mosque compound,
one of the holiest sites in Islam.
The area, considered the most
sacred place by Jews who know it

asTemple Mount, hasbeenalong-
standing flashpoint for trouble and
was one of the starting points of
thelastwarin2021 between Israel
and Hamas, the Islamist move-
ment that controls Gaza.

Israel’s relentless campaignin
Gaza hasdrawn increasing alarm
across the world as the growing
risk of famine threatens to add to
a death toll that has already
passed 31,000. After some confu-
sion last month when hard-right
Security Minister [tamar Ben Gvir
said he wanted restrictions on
worshippers at Al Agsa, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said the numbers admitted would
be similar to last year.

"This is our mosque and we
must take care of it," said Azzam

Depending on lunar observations, Ramadan will begin on
Monday or Tuesday of this week. Reuters file

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Al-Khatib, director general of the
Jerusalem Wadf, the religious
foundation that oversees Al Agsa.
"We must protect the presence of
Muslims at this mosque, who
should be able to enter in big
numbers peacefully and safely.”
Depending on lunar observa-
tions, Ramadan will begin on
Monday or Tuesday of this week.
The usual decorations around
the Old City have not been put up
and there was a similar tone in
towns across occupied West Bank,
where around 400 Palestinians
have been killed in clashes with
security forces, or Jewish settlers
since start of the war.
"Wedecided thisyear that the
Old City of Jerusalem won't be
decorated out of respect for the

blood of our children and the eld-
ersand the martyrs," said Ammar
Sider, a community leader in the
Old City.

Police said they were working
toensure a peacefulRamadanand
had taken extra measures to crack
down on what they described as
provocative and distorted infor-
mation on social media networks
and had arrested 20 people sus-
pected of incitement to terrorism.

Lastyear, clashes thaterupted
when police entered the mosque
compound, drew condemnation
from the Arab League as well as
Saudi Arabia, with which Israel
had been seeking to normalise
diplomatic ties, extendingits push
tobuild ties with regional powers
including the UAE. Hopes for a

ceasefire, which would have al-
lowed Ramadan to pass peace-
fully and enabled the return of at
least some of the 134 Israeli
hostages held in Gaza appear to
have been disappointed, with
talks in Cairo apparently stalled.

Intheruins of Gazaitself, many
living under plastic tents and fac-
ing a severe shortage of food, the
mood was correspondingly som-
bre. “We made no preparations to
welcome Ramadan because we
have been fasting for five months
now,” said Maha, a mother of five.

“There is no food, we only
have some canned food and
rice, most of the food items are
being sold for imaginary high
prices,” she said via chat app
from Rafah.
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PM: Azamgarh’s vikas
has Opp sleepless, Modi
doosri mitti ka insaan hai

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, MARCH 10

STEPPING UP his attack on the
Opposition INDIA bloc, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who
was in Azamgarh Sunday to in-
augurate and lay the foundation
stone of as many as 782 projects
worth Rs 34,700 crore in Uttar
Pradesh and other parts of the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

PM Narendra Modi with
CM Yogi Adityanathin
Azamgarh on Sunday. P11

Day after, Opp asks: Did EC |
Goel quit over differences,
will he contest elections?

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

A DAY after Election Commi-
ssioner Arun Goel resigned from
his post, just days ahead of the
announcement of the Lok Sabha
elections, the Opposition Sunday
targeted the government, asking
whether his surprise stepping
down was because of “differ-
ences” with it or with Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Rajiv Kumar. West Bengal Chief

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

WILL EASE PRODUCT, SERVICE TARIFFS: GOYAL

$100 bn, 10 lakh jobs in
19 yrs: India seals trade
pact with Europe group

Agreement signed by Switzerland,
Liechtenstein, Norway and Iceland

A
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Union Minister Piyush Goyal at the signing of the India-EFTA
Trade & Economic Partnership Agreement in New Delhi. P11

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,MARCH 10

INDIA AND the four-nation
European Free Trade Association
(EFTA), an intergovernmental
grouping of Iceland,
Liechtenstein, Norway and
Switzerland, signed a trade pact
Sunday that will see the EFTA
countries committing to invest
$100 billion in India and aiming

to generate 10 lakh jobs over a
15-year period in exchange for
tariff concessions for their
pharma, chemical products and
minerals, among other items.
The India-EFTA deal has gone
through a decade after negotia-
tions were abandoned in 2013
due to differences between the
two partners after as many as 13
rounds of talks. However, major
geo-political shiftsand acommon
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Why it marks a
shift, could be

a template for
bigger deals

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,MARCH 10

THE PROGRESS of the India-EFTA
trade deal, which has beeninked
just in time before the elections
dates are set to be announced,
largely hinged on the $100 billion
investment commitment over a
15-year period pledged by the
four western
European na-
tions. This deal
also involved a
greater degree of
complementari-
ties between the two sides, and
alower level of complexity when
compared to the other deals un-
der negotiations — the one with
the UK and another with the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Mamata goes solo, sinks INDIA
hopes, sharpens attack on BJP

ATRIMITRA
& RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA,MARCH 10

ENDING SPECULATION about a
possible tie-up with Congress as
part of the larger Opposition bloc
INDIA to take on the BJP, Chief
Minister and TMC leader
Mamata Banerjee Sunday
fielded party candidates inall 42
Lok Sabha seats in West Bengal.
Announcing the list of TMC
candidates at a mega rally at
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

External Affairs Minister
Jaishankar at Adda today

External
Affairs
Minister

S Jaishankar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister
S Jaishankar has been the face of
India’s diplomacy in a fast-
changing world in the last five
years. The first Foreign Secretary
to become the country’s Foreign

Adhir: She can’t
be trusted, fielded
Yusuf to help BJP

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

Mamata Banerjee in Kolkata
on Sunday. Partha Paul

THE INDIA bloc in West Bengal
formally collapsed Sunday with
the Trinamool Congress an-

nouncing its candidates for all 42
Lok Sabha seats in the state, and
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

RELATED REPORT
PAGE 6

| $BRELIGARE

hal il

There can’t be a

FIERETI

temptation now to
experiment with a
coalition govt. It’s a
critical time for India
NIRMALA SITHARAMAN
UNION FINANCE MINISTER
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Minister, he played a crucial role
in shaping the foreign policy
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Strong resolve for clean and green energy for Delhi

Dilli Gramodaya Ahhiyan

Inauguration of

PNG facility in 41 villages of Delhi &
various development works in
178 villages with an outlay of Rs. 383 Crore.

o

KEY BENEFITS:

» With 24x7 availability, PNG is safe, affordable & eco-friendly * Various development works are proposed
to enrich the lives of villagers * Better roads, Development & maintenance of ponds/ water bodies
* Sewage Treatment Plants * Drinking water facilities * Drainage works & provision of Rainwater harvesting
system « Parks, playgrounds & community facilities « Village libraries, Street lights, CCTV Cameras
* Charagah for fodder * Afforestation alongside roads/ public spaces, etc.
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Our government is leaving no stone
unturned to fulfill the aspirations of
citizens in Delhi. ,

— Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

* Rs. 383 crores sanctioned in just 3 months for urbanized villages.
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Shri Amit Shah

Hon'ble Union Minister of Home Affairs
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Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena

Hon'ble Lt. Governor, Delhi
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Jharkhand CPI says it will go
solo in LS polls; JMM asks
can state unit take this call

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RANCHI, MARCH 10

THE COMMUNIST Party of India
(CPI) on Sunday parted ways
with the opposition INDIA bloc
inJharkhand, announcing that it
will contestin eight of the state's
14 Lok Sabha seats in the upcom-
ing elections.

The CPI has no representa-
tion in the Lower House of
Parliament from Jharkhand.

“We have decided to contest
the Lok Sabha polls on our own,”
CPI state secretary Mahendra
Pathak told PTI.

"The BJP has announced its
candidates, but the Congress and
the 'Mahagathbandhan' have not
yet held any talks on seat-sharing.
So, we have decided to go solo,”
he said. The decision was taken at
the party's state executive com-
mittee meeting here, he said.

The CPI will field its candi-

dates in Ranchi, Hazaribagh,
Koderma, Chatra, Palamu, Giridih,
Dumka and Jamshedpur Lok
Sabha constituencies. Names of
the candidates will be announced
after March 16, Pathak said.

Reacting to the development,
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM), which leads the ruling
coalition in Jharkhand, said such
a decision by the CPI state unit
raises questions over discipline
within the party. “Itis beyond my
understanding... if the state unit
can take such decisions.
Discussions on seat-sharing are
already underway at the national
level,” JMM spokesperson Manoj
Pandey said.

Of the 14 Lok Sabha seats in
the state, the BJP has 11, AJSU party
one, JMM one and the Congress
has one. Congress MP Geeta Kora
recently shifted to the BJP.

Within the ruling alliance, the
JMM has 29 MLAs, the Congress
has 17 and the R]D has one.
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The Marshall Motif [l ANC lives up to the brand’s legacy with a luxurious design and impressive sound
quality. The textured leather case and metallic earbuds exude quality, while the sound profile leans
towards a neutral balance
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e Why India-EFTA deal marks a shift

broader 27-nation European
Union.

With the EFTA being the first
set of European countries to sign
a deal with the investment com-
mitment, the pact could serve as
atemplate when dealing with de-
veloped nations who will have
greater market access in a high
tariff country like India and have
investments to offer.

A number of multilateral
trade deals such as the Regional
Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership (RCEP), and bilateral
deals such as the FTAwith the EU,
the UK and Australia were nego-
tiated for years, but were aban-
doned asIndian industry resisted
competition and sought a greater
level of protection rendering the
economy uncompetitive. The
EFTA deal was also picked up af-
ter extended rounds of negotia-
tions.

India had planned to sign a
trade deal with Gulf Cooperation

country, said his campaign on
“this unending journey of devel-
opment” is giving “sleepless
nights” to those who practised the
“the politics of caste, dynasty and
vote bank” all these years,
especially in Purvanchal.

“Aaj desh dekh raha hai. Modi
doosri mitti ka insaan hai (The
country is watching, Modi is a
man of mettle). No one should
look at the foundation stones be-
inglaid in 2024 through the prism
of elections. It is part of my cam-
paignon this unending journey of
development. I am running at
great speed, making the country
run at great speed to realise the
dream of a Viksit Bharatby 2047,
Modi said.

He said Azamgarh has in the
past been witness to the dangers
of “mafia raj” (mafia rule) and
“kattarpanth” (extremism) but is
now witnessing the “rule of law”.

Referring to projects involving
the airport, railways and univer-
sity being undertaken in the re-
gion, he said Azamgarh has “Modi
ki Guarantee” to become “Ajanam
vikas kagarh” (forever a bastion of
development).

In the past, he said, projects
were announced in Parliament
but neither the foundation stones
nor the leaders who laid the
stones were to be seen later. But
the projects for which he laid the
foundation stones in 2019 have
been implemented on the
ground, he said.

Azamgarh and Purvanchal, he
said, saw politics of caste and ap-
peasement for decades, but the
politics of development gathered
paceinthelastone decade of NDA
rule at the Centre, especially in the
7 years that UP has had Yogi
Adityanath as Chief Minister.

Council (GCC) countries compris-
ing Bahrain, Kuwait,Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab
Emirates. But more members
brings more complexity and with
geo-political tensions on the rise
in West Asia, there is uncertainty
over the deal's course. While
there are concerns on how the le-
gal agreement between the two
sides will spur private invest-
ment, India has been able to sig-
nal greater openness for business
and investment that has been
missing for the better part of the
last decade.

That said, the investment
commitment in the EFTA deal ex-
cludes crucial pension and wealth
funds that could have given
greater confidence to investors.
“For greater certainty, parties
recognise that sovereign wealth
funds are excluded from the pro-
motion obligations undertaken
by the EFTA states,” the EFTA
agreement said.

“Banking on politics of caste,
dynasty and vote bank, the INDI
Alliance is having sleepless
nights.” He picked on the SPwhich
once considered Azamgarh its
stronghold - it has been repre-
sented in the past by Mulayam
Singh Yadav and Akhilesh Yadav.

Modi said a family which con-
sidered Azamgarh as its bastion
lostit to ayouth like Dinesh Lal in
the last election. He sought
Azamgarh’s cooperation to make
it a “clean sweep” for the NDA in
UPin the coming elections.

He said there was atime when
projects for cities like Azamgarh
were inaugurated from other dis-
tricts or states, but today’s devel-
opment projects, including rail-
ways and airports, for the state
and different parts of the country
were being inaugurated or their
foundation stone was being laid
from Azamgarh. “Aaj Azamgarh ka
sitara chamak raha hai
(Azamgarh'’s star is shining),” he
said, saying the “double engine
government” has changed both
the “tasveer” (perception) and
“taqdeer” (destiny) of Azamgarh.

He inaugurated and laid foun-
dation stones of 782 development
projects worth Rs 34,700 crore.
These included the inauguration
of new terminals at Azamgarh,
Shravasti, Moradabad, Chitrakoot
and Aligarh airports, Chaudhary
Charan Singh International
Airport in Lucknow; new termi-
nal buildings atJabalpur, Gwalior,
Pune, Kolhapur, Delhi and
Adampur airports; inauguration
of Maharaja Suhel Dev State
University, Azamgarh; 12 railway
projects worth Rs 8,176 crore; in-
auguration of 1,040 flats in
Lucknow under four Light House
Projects.
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Game Time: R Ashwin
completes a Test century

Last week, after recently achieving his
500th test wicket, R Ashwin became only
the 14th Indian to feature in 100 Test
matches. This week on Game Time, hosts
Mihir Vasavda and Amit Kamath are joined
by Venkata Krishna B to trace his journey

$100 bn, 10 lakh jobs in 15 yrs: India seals trade pact with Europe group

goal todivert the economies away
from their dependence on China
helped India seal its first trade
agreement with European coun-
tries.

The India-Oman trade deal,
where discussions are at an ad-
vanced stage, is set to follow soon.

“It's for the first time that we
are inking a free trade agreement
withabinding commitment toin-
vest $100 billion in India from
EFTA countries on the back of a
solid foundation that hasbeen laid
in India. There are big opportuni-
ties in businesses in the pharma
sector, medical devices, food, re-
search and development which
can offer...This partnership will
create 10 lakh jobs in India,”
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
said at the India-EFTA press brief-
ing. The official textin the “invest-
ment promotion and coopera-
tion” chapter reads that the pact
“shall aim to increase foreign di-
rectinvestment” from investors of
the EFTA states into India by $50
billion within 10 years from the
entry into force of this agreement
and anadditional $50billionin the

next five years.

The agreement also said that
the EFTA states “shall aim to facil-
itate the generation of 1 million
jobs within 15 years in India from
the entry into force of this agree-
ment, resulting from inflows of
foreign directinvestment fromin-
vestors of the EFTA States into
India”.

Agovernment official clarified
that the investment will come
from the private sector in EFTA,
and not from the pension fundsin
the EFTA region (as was earlier ex-
pected and being negotiated from
India’s side),and that mechanisms
arein place tofacilitate the invest-
ment within the deal. However,
the official indicated thatIndia can
“withdraw tariff concessions” if
expected investment commit-
ments don’t comein.

“The legal obligation on the
EFTA countries is the promotion
and target. If the investments
don’tcomein, thereisawaytore-
balance concessions which
means we can suspend conces-
sions.Moreover, India has takena
longer duration in elimination of

tariffs in sectors where we have a
PLI (production linked incentive
scheme) in place,” the official
added.

On the investment commit-
ment, think tank Global Trade
Research Initiative’s (GTRI)
founder Ajay Srivastava said that
the operative word here is “aim”.
But thisislogical as Governments
cannot force private firms to in-
vest in a country or project and
they can only nudge,” Srivastava
said.

On the much anticipated gains
in the services sector, another gov-
ernment official said that India’s
annual services exports are worth
$5 billion to EFTA, which is over 4
times the goods exports.

“About 85 per cent of our serv-
ices exports goes to Switzerland
and about 15 per cent to Norway.
EFTA s providing commitmentin
market access inaudio visual serv-
ices. In terms of treatment, they
have committed that they will not
discriminate against Indian serv-
ices providers with EFTA services
providers,” another official said.

“In visas, EFTA has given us

three categories. One s intra-cor-
porate transferee, second is inde-
pendent professionals and con-
tractual service provider. In all
these categories, they have pro-
vided us withacommitment that
our service providers can provide
their services. Thereis no quotaas
such butin their constitution they
candecide anumerical quota,” the
second official further said.

Meanwhile, the EFTA coun-
tries are set to see steep reduction
in tariffs in India after the deal
comes into effect. According tothe
Trade and Economic Partnership
Agreement (or TEPA, asthe deal is
being called) signed on Sunday,
the agreement will lead to elimi-
nation of duties on mostindustrial
goods “currently exported to India
by EFTA companies”, such as for
example pharmaceutical prod-
ucts, machinery, watches, fertiliz-
ers, medicines, chemical products,
minerals, as well as fish.

While most agricultural items
were kept out of the deal, the
agreement provides for “mean-
ingful tariff concessions on both
basic and processed agricultural

e Mamata goes solo, sinks INDIA hopes of pact, sharpens attack on BJP

Brigade Parade Ground in Kolkata,
Banerjee said, “Our party will con-
test outside West Bengal as well.
We will field candidates in
Meghalaya and Uttar Pradesh
also.”

The TMC has fielded former
cricketer Yusuf Pathan from
Baharampur, known to be a bas-
tion of Congress leader in Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury;,
who has been critical of the state
government. It has also fielded
Mahua Moitra from her
Krishnanagar seat, signaling that
she has retained the faith of the
TMC leadership despite her ex-
pulsion from the Lok Sabha over
the cash-for-query allegations in
December last year.

Sharpening the attack on the
BJP, Banerjee highlighted two re-
cent incidents — one in her state
and the other in Delhi — toaccuse
its leaders of stereotyping people
and spreading communal hatred.

Referring to the incident on
February 20inwhich a Sikh IPS of-

ficer who stopped BJP leaders
from marching to Sandeshkhali
was called a “Khalistani”, the Chief
Minister said: “Those who wear
turbans, BJP leaders call them
Khalistanis while Muslims are
called Pakistanis.”

“Two or three days ago, our
Muslim brothers offering prayers
were kicked by a Delhi Police of-
ficer,” she said, referring to the
March 8 incident in north Delhi
in which a Sub-Inspector was
purportedly caught on tape kick-
ing and pushing some men offer-
ing Friday prayers outside a
mosque apparently to remove
them from the area. He was later
suspended.

Banerjee also targeted the BJP
government at the Centre, reiter-
ating that her party will not let it
implement the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act(CAA). “Before
election they said CAA would be
implemented but we will not let
them implement the CAA or
NRC,” she said.

“They have plans to send you
to the other side of the border but
we will give you shelter. We will
not let them do it here in Bengal,”
she said.

Accusing the Centre of “step-
motherly attitude” towards
Bengal, she accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of lying
during his recent election cam-
paign in Bengal. “The Prime
Minister should check the facts
before saying anything in Bengal,”
she said.

“After winning 18 seats in the
last Lok Sabha election..., the BJP
began their atrocities on the peo-
ple of Bengal. They go to Delhiand
ask to stop funds for the people of
Bengal,” she alleged.

Targeting former Calcutta
High Court judge Abhijit
Gangopadhyay, who recently re-
signed to join the BJP, she said,
“Thejudiciary should notsitin the
BJP's chair and deliver verdicts.
ThoughIhave huge respect for the
judiciary, this is not done. Now

e Adhir: She can’t be trusted, fielded Yusuf to help BJP

the Congress hit outat TMCleader
and Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee saying she has proved
that sheis a politician who cannot
be relied upon.

The Congress said the TMC
should have aligned with the IN-
DIA bloc if it was serious about
fighting “communal forces” in
West Bengal.

The option before the
Congress now is to try and stitch
analliance with the Left partiesin
West Bengal. But an alliance with
the Left, if that happens, will be in-
teresting given the fact that the
two forces are ranged againsteach
other in Kerala. And not just that.
Leaders of the CPI, especially its
general secretary D Raja, have
been critical of Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi for contesting from
Wayanad again, saying aleader of
his stature should choose a seat
where he can directly take on the
BJP.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
CongressleaderinLok Sabhaand
West Bengal Congress chief Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury said he had
anticipated Banerjee’s move
though his party was hoping that
she would have achange of heart.

“I'had anticipated it. I had al-
ready told all of you. However, my
party was in a different mode.
They were under the impression
that today or tomorrow she will
be convinced. If she is serious
about fighting against communal
forces, she should have forged an
alliance with the INDIA bloc. She
has ditched the INDIA bloc.
Remember, she was one of the
proponents of thealliance. She has

abundantly proved that she is
such a politician who cannot be
relied upon. She is unreliable and
cannot be trusted,” Chowdhury
said. The TMC has fielded crick-
eter Yusuf Pathan from
Baharampur, a seat where the
Muslim community’s vote is cru-
cial, against Chowdhury. In 2019,
the TMC fielded former Congress
MLA Apurba Sarkar who lost to
Chowdhury by a margin of
around 79,000 votes.

“I do not have any problem
with anyone... Yusuf Pathan or
anyone else... contesting against
me. But I think she is trying to di-
vide the minority to give a long
rope to the BJP. That is my under-
standing. She is trying to divide
the Muslimvote... and givealong
rope to the BJP.”

He said if the TMC wanted to
honour Pathan and make him an
MP, it should have sent him to
Rajya Sabha in the recent elec-
tions. “If Mamata Banerjee had
good intentions about Yusuf
Pathan, she could have asked for
a seat for him from the INDIA al-
liance in Gujarat. But he has been
fielded to ensure that there is po-
larisation to help the BJP and the
Congress is defeated,” he said.

Chowdhury said Banerjee is
scared of taking on Modi and she
has sent a message to the Prime
Minister by deciding to fight alone.
“If she joins the INDIA bloc.., she
thinks the Central government
would send ED, CBI... after the
TMC... So, she chose to stay out of
the alliance and send a message
to the PMO that she is not part of
the alliance... and that she is not
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fighting the BJP.”

The Congress central leader-
ship was more circumspect.

“The Indian National Congress
has repeatedly declared its desire
tohave arespectable seat-sharing
agreement with the TMCin West
Bengal. The Indian National
Congress has always maintained
that such an agreement has to be
finalised through negotiations
and not by unilateral announce-
ments. The Indian National
Congress has always wanted the
INDIA group to fight the BJP to-
gether,” Congress communication
head Jairam Ramesh said.

He said the Congress had al-
ways said that “our doors are
open” for seat-sharing negotia-
tions “but there should be no uni-
lateral announcements” on seats.
“I don’t know what pressures
were on the TMC... as far as we
are concerned, we want to
strengthen the INDIA group in
Bengal.”

The TMC hitback, pointing out
that the Congress had unilaterally
announced its candidates in
Meghalaya. “If the Congress today
says that the TMC has not waited
and gone ahead with the an-
nouncement of all the 42 candi-
dates in West Bengal, I think they
should be reminded of the fact
that the Congress is probably not
aware of what is on ground zero.
There is a complete delink from
the ground reality. Is it not a fact
that they have gone ahead and an-
nounced their candidates in
Meghalaya?” senior TMC leader
and former Meghalaya Chief
Minister Mukul Sangma said.

you can see the maskand the face.
How he is bowing down.”

Although she did not mention
the Sandheskhali row, in which
her party'slocalleaders have been
accused of sexual harassment, the
Chief Minister raised the Manipur
unrestissue. “When women were
paraded naked on the streets of
Manipur, what did the BJP do to
stop it? How many teams were
sent to Manipur?”

Incidentally, the TMC has
dropped actor Nusrat Jahan, its
MP from Basirhat constituency,
under which Sandeshkhali falls,
and nominated former MP Haji
Nurul Islamin her place.

The party has dropped five sit-
ting MPs, including Nusrat Jahan,
actor Mimi Chakraborty and party
strongman and Barrackpore MP
Arjun Singh, who returned from
the BJP last year.

Among those retained are ac-
tor-turned-politician Shatrughan
Sinha from Asansol and Sougata
Roy from Dumdum.

e Jaishankar

amid challenges that upended the
world order — from the Covid-19
pandemic to an assertive China,
Russia-Ukraine war to Israel-
Hamas conflict.

As one of the most articulate
voices on the Modi government’s
foreign policy, Jaishankar has
crafted the intellectual underpin-
nings of India’s place on the global
stage with his two books — The
India Way, and Why Bharat
Matters. A scholar-diplomat with
adeepinsight, heisbest placed to
talkaboutIndiandiplomacyinthe
last decade, vis-a-vis the past look-
ing to the future.

Jaishankar will be the guest at
the Express Addain New Delhion
Monday and will be in conversa-
tion with Anant Goenka,
Executive Director, The Indian

Express Group, and Dr
CRajamohan, Contributing Editor,
The Indian Express.

This is the second time
Jaishankar will be a guest at the
Express Adda. The last time was
in September 2020,amid the pan-
demic, in an online mode.

The Express Addais a series of
informal interactions organised
by The Indian Express Group and
features those at the centre of
change. Previous guests include
Union Ministers Nirmala
Sitharaman, Nitin Gadkari,
Hardeep Singh Puri and Ashwini
Vaishnaw; Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran; filmmakers
Karan Johar and Meghna Gulzar;
policymaker, economist, and
politician N K Singh and Harvard
University Professor Michael
JSandel.

products.”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on the signing of the deal,
said that the global leadership of
EFTA countries will boost innova-
tion and research and develop-
ment (R&D)across diverse spheres
such as digital trade, banking and
financial services, transportand lo-
gistics, industrial machinery, bio
technology, pharmaceuticals,
chemicals, food processing and
clean energy, and will open up
new doors for collaborations.

“The culmination of efforts to
finalize an innovative, well-bal-
anced trade deal that reflects our
respective developmental aspira-
tionsis commendable. One of the
most pioneering free trade agree-
ments ever concluded between
our countries, the Economic
Participation Agreement (TEPA)
emphasizes our steadfast com-
mitment to shared prosperity ..,”
Modi said in a statement.

The EFTA-India TEPA was
signed by Piyush Goyal, Minister
of Commerce & Industry; Guy
Parmelin, Swiss Federal
Councillorand Head of the Federal

Department of Economic Affairs,
Education and Research; Bjarni
Benediktsson, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Iceland; Dominique
Hasler, Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Liechtenstein; and Jan Christian
Vestre, Minister of Trade and
Industry, Norway.

“EFTA countries gain market
access to a major growth market.
Our companies strive to diversify
their supply chains while render-
ing them more resilient. India, in
return, will attract more foreign
investment from EFTA, which will
ultimately translate into an in-
creaseingood jobs...Allinall, the
TEPA will allow us to make better
use of our economic potentialand
create additional opportunities for
both India and the EFTA States,”
said Parmelin, speaking on behalf
of the EFTA.

India-EFTA two-way trade
was $18.65 billion in 2022-23
compared to $27.23 billion in
2021-22.The trade deficit for India
was $14.8 billion in the last fiscal.
Switzerland is the largest trading
partner of India, followed by
Norway in the bloc.

e Opp: Did EC quit over differences?

Minister and TMCleader Mamata
Banerjee thanked Goel for “not
succumbing to pressure from
Delhi leaders” regarding deploy-
ment of security forces in the state.

Sources said a meeting of the
Prime Minister-led panel to pick
Election Commissionersis likely
tobe held on March 14 or 15. The
government has informed Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury, the
Opposition member in the panel,
about the meeting on March 15
but has also asked his office
about his availability on March
14, signaling that it could advance
the meeting by a day. Sources
said Chowdhury was sounded
out before Goel’s resignation.

A day after the resignation,
which caught even the top EC of-
ficials off-guard, it was business
as usual at Nirvachan Sadan.
With the announcement on the
Lok Sabha election dates likely in
days, CEC Rajiv Kumar was in of-
fice Sunday, according to sources.
The preparations for the an-
nouncement of polls had not
been affected by the resignation,
they said.

The commission, which as of
now comprises only Kumar, is
set to brief over 2,000 observers
who will be deployed across
constituencies on Monday, fol-
lowing which the CEC will fly to
Srinagar. Meetings with local au-
thorities have been planned for
Tuesday and Wednesday.

The poll panel s likely to de-
cide on whether Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly elections can
be held simultaneously with the
Lok Sabha elections after review-
ing the security arrangements,
sources said. The Supreme Court
had in December last year set the
deadline for holding Assembly
elections in the UT as September
30,2024.

Goel’s resignation, however,
ignited a political firestorm.
Addressing a public rally in
Kolkata, Chief Minister Banerjee
claimed that Goel faced pressure
over deployment of security
forces in Bengal. “I salute Arun
Goel for not succumbing to pres-
sure from Delhi leaders and his
top bosses in connection with
the West Bengal Lok Sabha polls
and the deployment of forces. It
is proven what they want to do
inthe name of the election. They
want to loot votes,” she said.

The Congress said Goel’s res-
ignation raised three questions.
“Did he actually resign over dif-
ferences with the Chief Election
Commissioner or with the Modi
Government, which does the
front-seat driving for all suppos-
edly independent institutions?
Ordid he resign for personal rea-
sons? Or did he, like the Calcutta
High Court judge a few days

back, resign to contest the forth-
coming Lok Sabha polls on a BJP
ticket?” Congress communica-
tion head Jairam Ramesh asked.

Asked about Goel's resigna-
tion, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said one has
to wait to see what he doesin the
coming days. “I was thinking
about the High Court judge who
resigned and joined the BJP...and
started abusing the TMC. It
shows that the BJP has ap-
pointed people with such a
mindset. Now the Election
Commissioner has resigned, let
us wait for some time to see
what he does,” he said.

Delhi minister and AAP
leader Atishi said Goel was the
same Election Commissioner
who was appointed by the BJP
governmentina “hurry”. “When
his appointment came up for
challenge in the Supreme Court,
the court also asked ‘what was
the tearing hurry’ that the file
was cleared and he was ap-
pointed within 24 hours.”

“So such an Election
Commissioner who was ap-
pointed by the BJP government,
who was their person... whose
appointment the government
defended in the Supreme Court...
if such an Election Commissioner
hasresigned... the entire country
is today asking one question -
what did the BJP-led government
tell Arun Goel to do... what irreg-
ularities in elections he was
asked to commit... that theirown
person could not do it and
thought it is better to resign,”
Atishi told a press conference.

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav asked whether
the Election Commission was
working under pressure. “Just be-
fore the elections, whose pressure
is on the Election Commission
which is a constitutional body.
The resignation raises questions
about whose pressure is there on
the Election Commission,” the
former UP chief minister said.

Shiv Sena (UBT)leader Sanjay
Raut alleged the Election
Commission has become an “ex-
tended branch of BJP”.Itis not the
same Election Commission that it
was during T N Seshan's time,
which functioned as a watchdog
for the elections and remained
impartial, he claimed. “In the last
10years, the Election Commission
hasbeen privatised. Ithas become
abranch of the BJP,” he alleged.

The CPM said the resignation
of Goel on the eve of Lok Sabha
elections “creates an atmos-
phere of uncertainty”. “With the
new law on appointment of ECs,
the composition of the Election
Commission is under the com-
plete control of the govern-
ment,” the CPM said.
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SEAL ALL ABANDONED BOREWELLS: ATISHI DIRECTS CHIEF SECY

ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI,MARCH 10

IN AN operation that lasted
nearly 14 hours, the body of a
man who reportedly fell into a
40-foot-deep DJB borewell at a
Sewage Treatment Plant (STP)in
West Delhi’s Keshopur was
pulled out on Sunday.

According to DCP (West)
Vichitra Veer, a security guard at
the Keshopur Jal Board office
made a PCR call regarding the in-
cident around 2 am. Local police
and fire brigade officials reached
the spot, following which the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) was called in.

NDRF teams then began res-
cue efforts. First, two earth-
movers were brought in to dig
around the borewell while an-
other machine was deployed to
dig a parallel pit, two-three feet
away. Life detectors and cameras
were deployed inside the hole to
check if the man was alive.

Hours later, by 1 pm, NDRF
personnel had dug 35 feet into
the main pit and removed most
of the soil. They then dropped a
rope with metal hooks attached
inside the hole to pull out the
body. Said an official who was
part of the operation, “We
hooked the man’s feet
and shoulders to the rope and
pulled him out.”

At 3 pm, the body was
wrapped in a plastic bag and
sent to DDU Hospital in an am-
bulance stationed there; he was
later declared dead.

' Express

Police said efforts are on to
identify the person, who ap-
peared to be aged between 25
and 30years. Said an officer, “The

2 months on, vehicle
owners await expired
EV policy’s extension

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI,MARCH 10

FOR THE last two months, ben-
eficiaries have been waiting to
avail the Delhi government's
subsidy on the purchase of anew
e-vehicle, following the expiry of
the Electric Vehicle (EV) policy in
December 2023.

A senior official of the Delhi
Transport Department said:
“The policy was supposed to be
extended from January itself, but
it is still pending due to some
reason. The department has
plans to get it extended for an-
other sixmonths. The file will be
put up for cabinet approval in the
coming week.”

Akey initiative of the AAP-led
government in Delhi, the EV pol-
icy was launched in August 2020
in a bid to increase the share of
EVs in the national capital to 25
per cent by 2024 — to fight high
pollution levels by cutting vehic-
ular emissions. In 2023, it com-
pleted three years in August and
got an extension till December.
The government had said that
the policy would be extended till
March-end 2024 after the cabi-
netapproval, but the fileis yet to
be put forward for the same.

According to data, around
14,384 e-vehicles have been reg-
istered in Delhi between January
and March so far.

14,384 e-vehicles registered
between January and March
so far, shows data. Archive

In 2023, a total of 73,647 e-
vehicles were registered. “At
present, road tax exemptions are
being provided on registration of
EVs,” said an official.

Under the EV policy, each cat-
egory of vehicle gets subsidies or
incentives based on the battery
capacity. For example, Rs 5,000
per kWh or up to Rs 30,000 on
purchasing a two-wheeler, Rs
30,000 for e-rickshaws and e-
freight vehicles. For four wheel-
ers, there is a purchase incentive
of Rs 10,000/kWh of battery ca-
pacity per electric four-wheeler
(maximum incentive of Rs
1,50,000 per vehicle). The offer
was provided to the owners of the
first 1,000 e-cars registered in
Delhi, as per the policy.

Officials said: “Beneficiaries,
who bought new e-vehicles and
applied for the subsidy in the last
two months, will be given subsidy,
once the policy gets cabinet nod...”

. =

Z iy

NDRF personnel during
the operation at
Keshopur in West Delhi
on Sunday. Abhinav Saha

borewell was inside a room and
one of its walls was damaged...
anyone could get in... we are
probing how the structure was
broken and why was the
borewell left open.”

Following the incident,
Wiater Minister Atishi, who vis-
ited the area, directed Chief
Secretary Naresh Kumar to seal
allabandoned borewells. Inalet-
ter to Kumar, she said: “A deeply
unfortunate incident has taken
place..., where someone has

fallen into an abandoned
borewell in the Keshopur STP.
While this borewell was onland
that had been handed over to
Delhi Metro in 2020, nonethe-
lessitis our responsibility to ex-
amine if any lapses have taken
place on the part of the Delhi Jal
Board, and to ensure no such in-
cident takes place in future.”

Kumar was directed to en-
sure all government and private
abandoned borewells were
welded and sealed, and a com-
pliance report was sent to the
minister within 48 hours.

The Delhi Metro, however,
said it did not build this borewell.
“...nor did we make any use of it.
The pump room inside which

Body of man pulled out from 40-it
DJB borewell after 13-hr operation

the borewell was located be-
longs to the DJB. The borewell
was already installed... when
DMRC took over the area around
it for construction work,” DMRC
Principal Executive Director Anuj
Dayal.

The Delhi government also
maintained that the borewell
was in a locked room. “The per-
son who has fallen inside is not
a child, but someone who is at
least 18 years old, if not more.
There is a possibility of foul play
sinceitis not easy foranadultto
fallinside a borewell of 12 inches
indiameter. So, the victim might
have been pushed in,” it said.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, in a post on X, said the
Delhi Police and DJB are looking
into the matter. “... Water
Minister Atishi took stock of the
situation. It was revealed that the
borewell was inside a room
locked with alock and key. Delhi
Police is investigating the entire
incident,” read the post.

Hitting out at the DJB, Delhi
BJP Chief Virendra Sachdeva
blamed it for "laxity".

Meanwhile, several people
whose family members had
gone missing over the past few
months arrived at the spot to
check if the body belonged to
their loved one. Among them
was Anita (35) from Ranhola
whose brother, Sanju, had gone
missing three months ago. “.. we
lodged a missing report and his
last location was detected at
Keshopur... my mother works at
the mandi here and she told us
of the incident,” she said.
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Opening today: 19-km Haryana
stretch of Dwarka expressway

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MARCH 10

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi is set to visit Gurgaon
Monday for the opening of the
19-km-long Haryana section of
the Dwarka Expressway.

An official statement issued
by the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO)Sunday read: “In order to
help improve traffic flow and
ease congestion between Delhi
and Gurgaon on NH-48, the
Prime Minister will inaugurate
the Haryana section of the land-
mark Dwarka Expressway.”

“The 19-km-long Haryana
section of the eight-lane Dwarka
Expressway has been built at a
cost of around Rs 4,100 crore, and
includes two packages — the
10.2-km-long Delhi-Haryana
border to Basai rail-over bridge

Dwarka Expressway ahead of its inauguration by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in Gurgaon. PTI

(ROB) and 8.7-km-long Basai
ROB to Kherki Daula. It will also
provide direct connectivity to
the IGI Airport in Delhi and the
Gurgaon Bypass,” it said.

The PM would also inaugurate
and lay the foundation stone of
112 national highway projectsin
different states worth nearly Rs 1

Deaths from pulmonary diseases highest in last
7 yrs; ‘long-term exposure’ to pollution ups risk

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

THE NUMBER of deaths due to
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
disease (COPD) has increased
over the last seven-eight years.
In 2022-23 alone, deaths due to
COPD increased nine times as
compared to the last seven years,
a reply to an RTI filed by The
Indian Express showed.
2022-2023 saw the highest
number of deaths — 886 — while
the numbers in the last seven
years did not cross 150. In 2015-
2016, there were 181 deaths,
which reduced to 98 in 2016-
2017.1n 2017-2018, it increased
to 111 followed by adip to 55,98,
62,and 125 in the next four years.
COPD is a common lung dis-
ease causing restricted airflow and
breathing problems; smoking and
air pollution are the most com-
mon causes. In such patients, the
lungs can get damaged or clogged
with phlegm. Symptoms include
cough, sometimes with phlegm,
difficulty breathing, wheezing,
and tiredness. Patients are at
higher risk of other health issues.
Whileitis not curable, symptoms
can improve if one avoids smok-
ing and exposure to air pollution,
and gets vaccines to prevent infec-
tions. It can also be treated with
medicines, oxygen therapy, and
pulmonary rehabilitation.
According to an official from
the state health department, be-

MASJID ONCE HOUSED A BAKERY, SCHOOL

How mosque in Daryaganj came to be named after a Mughal princess

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI,MARCH 10

SITUATED A stone’s throw away
from Delhi’s iconic Jama Masjid is
an 18th-Century structure that
could easily pass off as its replica
— albeit a smaller version — at
first glance. Built on the Khairati
Ghatin Daryaganj,inatime when
the Yamuna used to flow past,
Zeenat-ul-Masajid (beauty
among mosques), or Ghata
Masjid (cloud mosque)asitisalso
known, was turned into a bakery
during British rule and even
housed a school for a short time.

It was in 1707 that the red
sandstone and marble domed
structure was commissioned by

its namesake, Princess Zeenat-
un-Nisa, the second daughter of
Emperor Aurangzeb and his wife
Dilras Begum.

In its description of the
mosque, the National Mission on
Monuments and Antiquities
website states that the structure
is “built on an elevated platform
and can be approached by a lofty
staircase. It has three bulbous
ribbed domes with a pinnacle on
top. The main entrance has an
inverted lotus design. The gate-
way has a multi-foliated arch,
which is crowned by a battle-
ment parapet and two minarets
with an upturned floral pattern
and pillar supporting cupola
with eves... Thereis also a colon-
naded verandah with foliated
arch openings and majestic tur-

rets with angular designs”.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, author Sohail Hashmi
explained how the masjid came
to be known by two names.
“Princess Zeenat commissioned
this mosque and named it
Zeenat-ul-Masajid. Her name
meant beauty among women
and she called this mosque, the
beauty among mosques. (The
plural of masjid is masajid). It is
also known as the Ghata Masjid,
areference toits dome which has
alternating bands of black and
white like the monsoon clouds.”

“In 1857, when the British re-
captured Delhi after crushing the
rebellion, the mosque was con-
verted into a bakery for British
officers...” he added.

Hashmi also spoke about his

fore Covid, they were not compil-
ing data on COPD. “When the
pandemic struck, there were spe-
cific guidelines to maintain data
onvarious respiratory diseases so
we do not miss any Covid deaths.
Because of this, we managed to
maintain dataon COPD deaths as
well,” the official added.

In its reply to the RTI, the
Directorate General of Health
Services said not all healthcare
facilities in Delhi are represented
in this data sourced from several
private, public,and autonomous
healthcare facilities. “The com-
pleteness and accuracy of the in-
formation depends on the volun-
tary participation and timely
submission of data by the health-
care institutions. Furthermore,
variations in datareporting prac-
tices among different healthcare
institutions may impact the con-
sistency and comparability of the
information presented,” it said.

The pollution link

The data comes at a time
when Delhi recorded the most
polluted December in four years
in 2023. According to doctors,
apart from smoking, there is a
clear connection between COPD
and long-term exposure to pol-
lution (indoor and outdoor). For
years, studies worldwide have
shown how air pollution is di-
rectly related to increased risk of
COPD. A study published in Jama
Network journals in 2019 said
long-term exposure to ambient

THE FATALITIES

2015-2016
2016-2017
2017-2018
2018-2019
2019-2020
2020-2021
2021-2022
2022-2023
Source: RTI

air pollutants was significantly
associated with increasing em-
physema, assessed quantitatively
using CTimaging and lung func-
tion. Emphysema is one of the
diseases that comprise COPD.
Another Lancet study in 2022
said long-term exposure to air
pollution was associated with an
increased risk of COPD, espe-
cially in those with high genetic
risk and unfavourable lifestyles.
According to DrRaj Kumar, di-
rector of Vallabhbhai Patel Chest
Institute: “There is data and pub-
lished literature that if one is ex-
posed to indoor (pollutants) like
biomass and coal (during cook-
ing), women tend to develop
COPD even without smoking.
About outdoor pollution and
COPD, itcan happen whenthereis
long-term exposure to toxic ele-
ments... People who are geneti-
cally inclined to develop bronchial
asthma can develop symptoms.”

Princess Zeenat-un-Nisa commissioned the mosque in 1707
and named it Zeenat-ul-Masajid. Tashi Tobgyal

personal connection to the
mosque: “There used to be a

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

school in this masjid... many of
these mosques were used as

wh

DrKumar said people exposed
to toxins like PM (particulate mat-
ter) 2.5 will show signs of damage
to the bronchi and alveoli. “In
COPD, there are two elements —
chronic bronchitis and emphy-
sema. So now there is evidence
that even non-smokers can de-
velop these conditions,” he said.

Are children at risk? Dr
Kumar said no, but added that
they can develop an exacerba-
tion of the respiratory problem:
“The symptoms will set in early.
They may also be prone to de-
velop bronchial asthma... when
they are exposed to the pollu-
tion, they develop symptoms...”

At AIIMS Delhi, Dr Anant
Mohan, professor and head of the
Pulmonology department, said a
causal link to prove PM levels are
linked to COPD deaths and wors-
ening of symptoms is difficult, but
there are indirect connections.
“...There have been instances of

madrasas... My great-grandfather
used to live near Akbarabadi
mosque... Afteritwas demolished,
his family shifted to Zeenatul
Masajid and he used to teach Urdu
and Persian to

high (hospital) admissions on
days with high pollution levels,
but we can’tdirectly say a person
died because of air pollution. The
causes of COPD are many.”

On the deaths mentioned in
the RTIreply, Dr Nikhil Modi, sen-
ior consultant in Respiratory and
Critical Care Medicine at
Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals in
Delhi, said it could be of chronic
patients, those who were not on
medication, and those whose ex-
posure to smoking and pollution
is non-stop. He said the number of
deaths due to COPD could be
more and pointed to the pan-
demic years where there was a
lack of clarity on whether the ag-
gravating factor was COPD or
Covid among those who died.
“We can’trely on this completely.”

He stressed on the need fora
central registry of such cases:
“We haven’t got proper data. The
central registry needs to be bet-
ter so we know which disease is
amajor culprit and act in time.”

Dr Modi said if a patient with
COPD contracts pneumonia and
similar infections, the chances of
them progressing towards severe
illness and even death are higher.

At his institute’s OPD, Dr
Kumar sees referral patients, and
his observation is that the sever-
ity is higher in winter.

Dr Modi, too, said: “In winter,
we see more patients when pol-
lution levels are high. The ones
whorequire admission are mostly
patients above the age of 40.

the north of the mosque inatomb
builtby herin her own lifetime but
demolished by the British after
the Uprisingin 1857...,” she wrote.
On its unique structure, she
said: “(It) has

the children of seven arches,
the poor in this with a large
mosque. Much oneinthecen-
later, in the tre... It has
1960s, a pri- PIN CODE seven scal-
mary school be- 110001 loped arched
gan operating entrances in
herewhichlater which are
shifted to Humayun’s Tomb.” seven arched doorways facing the

In her book, Shahjahanabad:
The Living City of Old Delhi, Rana
Safvi wrote that Zeenat-un-Nisa,
“like her elder sister, princess Zeb-
un-Nisa” chose to stay single asno
suitable match had been found for
her. “The Princess was buried in

east. Over each doorway, except
the middle one, are marble slabs
— they are empty, but were prob-
ably meant for inscriptions...”
The mosque, she added, “oc-
cupied a unique location as its
two lofty minarets could be seen

lakh crore. “These projects will
contribute significantly towards
the growth of the NH network as
well as help in boosting socio-
economic growth, enhance job
opportunities, and promote
trade and commerce in various
regions across the country,” the
statement said.

—— BRIEFLY —

Ghaziabadman
arrested for
raping woman

Ghaziabad: A woman was
allegedly raped in Uttar
Pradesh’s Ghaziabad by a
man, who had befriended
her “using a false identity”,
said police on Sunday. The
man, who has been ar-
rested, allegedly took ob-
jectionable photographs
and videos of the woman
and threatened that he
would post them on social
media. In the FIR, she al-
leged that the man called
her to a hotel a few months
ago, and had raped her.

Over10,000
traffic challans

issuedin 1week

New Delhi: The Delhi traffic
police on Sunday said that
it has issued 10,902 chal-
lans in a week to curb traf-
ficviolations in the city, said
an official statement. The
special drive was con-
ducted between March 1
and 7, they said. Major vio-
lations targeted by the traf-
fic police included im-
proper parking with 5,957
challans, riding without a
helmet (1,131), e-rickshaw
violations (2,476), driving
while using phone (289),
among others. PTI

from the river and it was the only
mosque that came close to Jama
Masjid. However, now it’s sur-
rounded by buildings and has
lost its uniqueness and much of
its beauty too.”

Her book further stated that
“Maulvi Zafar Hasan (assistant
superintendent with ASI) calls it
Masjid Ghat because of its prox-
imity to Khairati Ghat. It is possi-
ble the name got corrupted along
with its connotations once the
river shifted course... It is built
completely of red sandstone and
has three marble domes with
black stone stripes... According to
Sir Sayyid, the black stripes... are
meant to ward off the evil eye
and the shining golden finials on
the domes seem to compete with
the brightness of the Sun...”
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INAUGURATED BY PM MODI

With double capacity, Delhi
airport unveils

b

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

INDIRA GANDHI International
Airport’s expanded Terminal 1
can now handle 40 million pas-
sengers annually, double its pre-
vious capacity of 17 million pas-
sengers per year. The revamped
terminal was inaugurated virtu-
ally by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Sunday; he also inaugu-
rated 12 other airports and laid
the foundation stones for 4 air-
ports across India.

The Prime Minister attended
the inauguration through a live
link from Azamgarh. “Today,
projects worth about Rs 34,000
crore have been inaugurated and
foundation stones laid in many
states from Azamgarh. Along
with Azamgarh, new terminal
buildings have been inaugurated
at many airports including
Shravasti, Moradabad, Chitra-
koot, Aligarh, Jabalpur, Gwalior,
Lucknow, Pune, Kolhapur, Delhi
and Adampur... All these efforts
will make air travel more com-
fortable and accessible for the
common man of the country,”
said the Prime Minister.

The inauguration was at-
tended by Delhi L-G VK Saxena
and Minister of State for Civil
Aviation General VK Singh.

According to Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL)
sources, with all its three termi-
nals combined, IGIA can now
handle over 100 million passen-
gers per year — making it one of
the few worldwide with this pas-
senger capacity. Additionally, the
expansion extends the area of the
airport from 55,740 sqm to a
whopping 2,06,950 sqm.

Completed at a cost of Rs
4,600 crore, the expanded termi-
nal will be ready for use in the
next two months, said sources.

What passengers
can expect
For passengers, the airport has

Completed at a cost of Rs 4,600 crore, the expanded Terminal 1 will be ready for use
within the next two months, said sources. Abhinav Saha

HERE ARE SOME OF ITS FEATURES

FACILITIES

Passenger capacity

Total area

Self-baggage drops

Self- check-in kiosks
Baggage drop-off counters

Baggage handling capacity
Baggage reclaim carousels

Passenger bridges/airbridges

EARLIER

17 millionperyear |
55,740 sqm |
0 |
12 |
4 |
0 |
3,240 baggage/hour |
8 (52 metres each) |

POST-EXPANSION
40 million per year
2,06,950 sqm

36

108

9

22

6,000 baggage/hour
10 (70 metres each)

a Facial Recognition System —
DigiYatra — at all its 24 entry
gates; 20 automated tray retrieval
systems; and individual carrier
systems. Anindividual carrier sys-
tem divides the luggage carousel
into cells where baggage can be
placed to reduce damage to the
luggage and jams at the belt.
The expanded terminal will
have 108 common usage self-
service kiosks where passengers
can check-in without the help of
ground staff. Further, there are
100 check-in counters with 36
self-baggage drop kiosks where

Liquor businessman
shot dead in Murthal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 10

A 36-YEAR-OLD liquor businessman was shot dead at a dhaba in
Murthal in Haryana’s Sonipat Sunday morning, after unknown as-
sailants fired at least 27 rounds of bullets at him, police said.

The deceased, Sunder Malik, was aresident of Saragthal village in
the district. DCP (Sonipat East) Gaurav Rajpurohit said two-three as-
sailants were involved in the crime.

Sources said Malik reached
the dhaba in his Scorpio late on
Saturday evening and slept in
the carin the dhaba’s parking lot.
“At 8 am the next day, the as-
sailants got there in a car. Two of
them opened fire at Malik... they
dragged him out of his car and
fired at him again,” said a source.

The assailants then fled from
the spot.

After the incident, police ex-
amined CCTV cameras of the
dhaba. On the complaint of
Malik’s cousin, they lodged an
FIR against a few people, includ-
ing two from Saragthal.

DCP Rajpurohit said police
had formed seven-eight teams
to nab the culprits. “We are try-
ing to trace the vehicle used in
the crime,” he said.

The DCP said police would
alsoinvestigate Malik’s criminal
record. Police said Malik had
eight cases against him, includ-
ing of murder, dacoity and crim-
inal intimidation.

No one has been arrested yet.

one can drop off their baggage
without the help of airport staff.

Additionally, the capacity of
the baggage handling system at
T1 has doubled from 3,240 bag-
gage per hour to around 6,000
per hour. The number of check-
inislands has also beenincreased
to five against four earlier.

DIAL has also realigned pick-
up and drop-off lanes to ease
trafficand expanded parking fa-
cilities to accommodate the
surge in travellers.

Inside the terminal, travellers
will have access to a range of

amenities including shoppingand
dining options, designated prayer
area, yoga space, quiet zones,
lounges, communal seating areas,
charging stations for laptops and
mobile devices, facilities for baby
care, and smart washrooms

The expansion was part of
Delhi Airport’s Phase 3A
Expansion project which also
saw the airport develop a fourth
runway along the dual elevated
eastern cross taxiway; the refur-
bishment of its British-era first
runway; construction of two fly-
overs; and modifications at T3.

‘IPL matches in Ghaziabad soon’:
BCCI vice-prez lays foundation
stone of international stadium

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GHAZIABAD, MARCH 10

AN INTERNATIONAL cricket sta-
dium is all set to come up in
Ghaziabad soon — nearly nine
years after the project was con-
ceptualised.

Rajeev Shukla, BCCI (Board of
Control for Cricket in India) vice-
president and Rajya Sabha MP,
who laid the foundation stone of
the project — to be developed by
Uttar Pradesh Cricket Association
(UPCA) — at Morti Rajnagar
Extension on Sunday, said the de-
lay in construction of the stadium
was due to “high tension electri-
cal wires and poles” in the area.

Blaming the electricity de-
partment for its “negligence”,
Shukla said: “No stadium can be
builtin such conditions. The BCCI
does not approve of this. Two
power lines were installed after
the land was purchased and reg-
istered — a massive negligence by
the electricity department. This
area falls on the flight path, so, the
Indian Air Force also had to ap-
prove the plan. The second major
hurdle: land use — the sooner it
is changed, the easier it will be to
build the stadium...I congratulate
the people of Western UP. Finally,
its (stadium) foundation stone
has been laid and construction
will be completed soon.”

The BCCI V-P, however, did
not share details about when the
project will be finished.

The stadium, with a project
cost of Rs450-crore, is proposed
to come up in an area covering
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Rajya Sabha MP and BCCI Vice-President Rajeev Shukla and
Ghaziabad MP General VK Singh lay the foundation stone of
the International Cricket Stadium at Morti. P11

32 acres, said officials, adding
that it would accommodate
55,000 people at a time.

“Everyone has been waiting
for this for along time. Ghaziabad
is close to Delhi, which does not
have much space for a stadium. If
this stadium is built, then
matches in Delhi would be held
here. Now, IPL matches would
also be organised in Ghaziabad...
The road at present is in a bad
condition, which, too, will get bet-
ter soon... UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has also approved all
requirements such as changing
land use for the stadium con-
struction,” said General V K
Singh (retired), Ghaziabad MP
and Minister of State for Road
Transport & Highways and
Civil Aviation.

Singh, who was also present
at ceremony, said the first phase
of work would cost Rs 400 crore

and the second phase Rs 50 crore.

“Tenders for boundary wall
construction... have been floated.
Constructionis likely to be com-
pleted in the next two years i.e.
by 2026... Considering the need
and modernity, the budget for
the project has been increased
by about 25% in the last nine
years. Initially, the project cost
was fixed at Rs 350 crore, which
has now been increased to Rs
450 crore,” Singh added.

UPCA and BCCT had purchased
the land after the project was con-
ceived in 2014-15.However, there
has been a deadlock since 2018
over the floor area ratio (FAR)
component demanded by
UPCA from the Ghaziabad
Development Authority.

There were obstacles in the
construction due to high tension
lines and FAR, but it has been re-
solved, Singh said.

‘No antibiotics to
be sold without
a prescription’:
Advisory to city
pharmacists

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

WITH ANTI-MICROBIAL resist-
ance (AMR)on therise, pharma-
cists across Delhi have been
urged to stop dispensing AMR
drugs without a prescription.

The State Drugs Control
Department, following the Union
Health Ministry’s directions on
January 1, issued an advisory
to the All Delhi Chemists
Association to strictly implement
Schedule H & H1 of the Drugs
Rules, and stop over-the-counter
sale of antibiotics and sell them
only against a qualified doctor’s
prescription, inabid to tackle ris-
ing AMR issues. Sale records of
Schedule H1 drugs — which in-
clude third and fourth generation
anti-microbials — have to be
maintained for three years.

An official from the state
health department said AMRis a
serious, growing threat to public
health. “Regulatory systems, both
at central and state levels, are
aware of the challenges posed by
AMR and are continuously tak-
ing regulatory steps to curb and
control indiscriminate use of an-
tibiotics,” said the official. The
Delhi government is highly con-
cerned about increasing AMR in-
cidences due to indiscriminate
use of anti-microbials by the pub-
lic, read the advisory. Most anti-
microbials are covered in Sche-
dule H & H1 prescription drugs,
and canonly be sold inaccordance
with a prescription of a RMP.
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PFIZER LIMITED

CIN: L24231MH1950PLC008311

Registered Office: The Capital, 1802/1901, Plot No. C - 70, G Block, Bandra Kurla Complex,
Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051.

Tel : +91 22 6693 2000 Fax : +91 22 2654 0274; Website: www.pfizerltd.co.in

NOTICE TO THE MEMBERS OF THE PARKE DAVIS (INDIA) LIMITED

Place: Mumbai
Date: March 11, 2024

SUPERANNUATION SCHEME

The members of Parke Davis (India) Limited Superannuation Scheme (“the Scheme”) are hereby
requested to update their KYC with Pfizer Limited (“the Company”) in order to ascertain their eligibility
for the Scheme benefits. We request you to provide a copy of your employment letter/payslip issued by
erstwhile Parke Davis (India) Limited, identification documents (self-attested copy of any government
issued ID containing name and address) and the Scheme membership confirmation details, by email to
Superannuation@pfizer.com or to the Registered office address of the Company within a period of 21
days from the date of publication of this notice. As majority of the members of the Scheme have reached
their superannuation age, the Company would soon initiate dissolution of the Scheme with necessary
regulatory approvals. For more details, please visit www.pfizerltd.co.in/pdsafund

For Pfizer Limited

Sd/-
Prajeet Nair
Director — Corporate Services &

Company Secretary
Membership No. ACS 19267
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FEE EXEMPTION APPLICABLE AT THESE SITES

| District | Place

Dudhli village near Bhadraj
Sangaon Near Thano

Timli village near Shivpuri
Kuttha

Pratap Nagar

Barknholu, Rautela Gaon
Maason

Jhoomadhuri, Lohaghat
Karnakarayat near Badasur ka Qila
Garuda near Mostamaanu
eeval, Gangolihat

Golden Opportunity for
New Paragliding Operators

in Uttarakhand

€\

Exemption in license fee for 3 years for
new paragliding operators in Uttarakhand.

[

NS,

Uttarakhand
imply “Heaven!

For exemption, send application to official e-mail: adventurewingutdb@egmail.com
For more information visit department's website: uttarakhandtourism.gov.in

Uttarakhand Tourism Development Board

uttarakhandtourism.gowv.in

£3 /uttarakhandTourismOfficialPage EY /UTDBofficial [E) /uttarakhand_tourismefficial
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D1vINE CONNECT

THE MUCH-HYPED Ram Temple inauguration in Ayodhya or
the Hindutva plank may not give a big fillip to the BJP in the
southern states, especially Kerala, but its candidates are not
missing any opportunity to subtly send across a message. On
the occasion of Mahashivratri on March 8, BJP’s
Thiruvananthapuram candidate Rajeev Chandrasekhar vis-
ited 18 temples in his constituency, while Pathanamthitta can-
didate Anil Antony went to seven. In Antony’s campaign,
Sabarimala shrine takes centre stage as it falls in his con-
stituency. Actor-turned-politician Suresh Gopi, who is contest-
ing from Thrissur, makes sure to flaunt his love for both tem-
ples and churches as the Christian community makes a sizeable
population in his constituency. He has even promised to get a
%10 lakh crown for Mother Mary in a church in Thrissur.

SPOT THE SCULPTURE

A RECENT beautification drive on the Supreme Court prem-
ises saw the iconic mother and child sculpture, installed on
its lawns on February 20, 1978, make way for a fountain. The
black bronze sculpture made by renowned artist Chintamoni
Kar portrayed Mother India sheltering the young republic of
India. Following demands for its reinstallation, a new location
has been prepared in the park, bordering Bhagwan Das Road,
outside the high-security perimeter.

RAILWAY RESERVATION

THE UNION Home Ministry recently requested the Indian
Railways to allocate seat reservation quota for personnel of
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs). The ministry made the
request on lines of the quota allotted to Army personnel in the
railways so that paramilitary personnel too can travel hassle-
free to their home and back. The Railways, however, denied the
request and told the MHA that it has directed the officials in
the field to accommodate the travel requests of CAPF person-
nel to the best possible extent.

Every party wants
me: Chirag sends
a message to BJP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PATNA,MARCH10

FORMER LOK Janshakti Party
president Chirag Paswan Sunday
claimed that every party wants
him to be on its side, indicating
he could tilt towards the one that
offered a better bargain.

Paswan, an NDA ally, has
been getting feelers from the
‘Mahagathbandhan’, the oppo-
sition coalition in Bihar.

Addressing a rally in the
Sahebganj assembly segment,
Chirag hinted that he was
weighing his options.

“I can see the posse of media
persons here who are anxious to
know whom Chirag Paswan is
aligned with. I wish to tell them
that Chirag Paswan is aligned
only with the people of Bihar,”
said the leader, who has often
sworn by his loyalty towards
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
likening him to Ram and himself
to Hanuman.

BJP moves on from ADMK, opens channels with OPS

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,MARCH10

ENDING ITS wait for a positive
sign from former ally AIADMK,
the BJP has reached out to rebel
AIADMK leaders 0]
Panneerselvam and TTV
Dhinakaran. The move comes af-
ter AIADMK chief and former
Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami reiterated on Friday
that his party would not reunite
with the BJP.

The statement and the BJP’s
subsequent decision came as a
relief for both Panneerselvam,
popularly known as OPS, and
Dhinakaran — once central to the
AIADMK — who were eagerly
waiting for the national party’s
call as it provides them with an
opportunity to find a way back
from the margins of state poli-
tics and revive their political ca-
reers.
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Paswan has
been getting
feelers from
Bihar Opp

“Every party, every coalition
wants Chirag Paswan to be on its
side,” he said, claiming that this
was because people liked his
“Bihar first Bihari first” vision that
seeks to pull the state out of
chronic backwardness.

In his speech, he made yet
another attempt to project him-
self as true heir to his late father
Ram Vilas Paswan, calling him-
self “sher ka beta”.

He refrained from mention-
ing by name bete noires in the
NDA, Nitish Kumar, the Bihar
chief minister who heads the
JD(U), and Union minister, uncle
Pashupati Kumar Paras, who
split the late leader's party.

The young leader, however,
spoke at length about the “con-
spiracies” he had to face.

Reminding his party of its de-
cision to leave the BJP-led NDA
last September, Palaniswami on
Friday said there was no change
inits position. The former CM re-
sponded to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s comment
in an interview to a Tamil daily
in February that the BJP’s doors
were still open for the AIADMK,
saying, “We can’t help if they
keep their doors open.Icanonly
speak for my party.”

After this outright rejection,
the BJP leadership decided to
end its outreach to the AIADMK,
conducted through different in-
dividuals, sources said. “The
party now firmly aims to
strengthen the NDA alliance in
Tamil Nadu without the
AIADMK. The BJP has reached
out to OPSand TTV, acknowledg-
ing their interest in joining us,”
said an RSS leader, adding that
fresh talks had been initiated on
Friday afternoon.

6 GOVT & POLITICS

TMC FIELDS CANDIDATESINALL 42 LOK SABHA SEATS IN BENGAL

imprint, more than half f

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
& ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,MARCH 10

THE TRINAMOOL Congress
(TMC) Sunday released its list of
candidates for all 42 West Bengal
Lok Sabha seats — 25 of whom
are contesting polls for the first
time. This is TMC's attempt to
quell any anti-incumbency.

The Mamata Banerjee-led
party unveiled the candidates at
its “Jana Garjan Rally” in Kolkata,
dealing a blow to the INDIA al-
liance’s hopes of contesting the
elections on a united platform.
The party sprang a surprise by
fielding former cricketer Yusuf
Pathan against Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury in
Baharampur and Bengali televi-
sion star Rachana Banerjee, who
hosts the popular TV show “Didi
No 1” that recently had Mamata
Banerjee as a guest. Rachana will
take on fellow actor and BJP MP
Locket Chatterjee from Hooghly.
The party has also fielded
Krishnanagar MP Mahua Moitra,
who was expelled from
Parliament last December, from
her seat in Nadia district.

The list,among other things,
illustrates the impact of TMC
number two and Mamata’s
nephew Abhishek Banerjee,
withmany leaders believed to be
close to him getting a ticket. He
himself has been retained from
Diamond Harbour.

Apart from Pathan and
Rachana, another bigname onthe
list is actor-turned-politician

In TMC’s Lok Sabha list, Abhishek’s
irst-timers

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee with TMC candidates during a rally in Kolkata on Sunday. Partha Paul

Saayoni Ghosh who replaces ac-
tor-turned-IMIP Mimi Chakraborty
inJadavpur.

On Leader of Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari’s home turf
Kanthi, Uttam Barik will take on
Suvendu’s brother Soumendu.

Abhishek Banerjee read out
the list at the rally and several of
the candidates, according to party
insiders, are close to him. Among
them are Debangshu
Bhattacharya, Saayoni Ghosh,
Shahnawaz AliRaihan,and Partha
Bhowmik who has replaced Arjun
Singh in Barrackpore.

“In this list, the impact of

Abhishek Banerjeeis clear,” said
a senior TMC leader. “Almost all
new faces, especially those who
emerged from the organisation,
are Abhishek’s choice.”
Butgivenitis still Mamatawho
has the final say several leaders of
the old guard such as Sudip
Bandyopadhyay (Kolkata Uttar),
Saugata Roy (Dum Dum), Kalyan
Banerjee (Serampore) and Mala
Roy (Kolkata Dakshin) have man-
aged to find space in the list. Since
the TMC's victory in the 2021
Assembly elections, there hasbeen
tension between the party’s old
guard and the new faces led by

Abhishek. Recently, both Sudip
Banopahyay and Saugata Roy
were at the centre of a controversy
whena section of the party, includ-
ing state secretary Kunal Ghosh,
and MLA Tapas Roy, took aim at
them over their age. Tapas Roy
joined the BJP earlier this week.
Among the seven TMC candi-
dates who were once with the BJP
are Shatrughan Sinha, who will
fight to retain Asansol; former
Darbhanga MP Kirti Azad who is
in the fray from Bardhaman-
Durgapur; Raiganj MLA Krishna
Kalyani who is contesting from
Raiganj; Ranaghat Dakshin MLA

In this Kurukshetra, people of Andhra
are Krishna, I'm their Arjun: CM Jagan

SREENIVAS JANYALA
ADDANKI (ANDHRA PRADESH),
MARCH 10

TAKING ON the Telugu Desam
Party-Jana Sena Party-BJP al-
liance, Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy
Sunday likened the upcoming
Lok Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions in the state to a fight be-
tween “dharma” and “adharma”.

Addressing a packed venue
in Addanki in Bapatla district, the
Chief Minister tookadigatthe N
Chandrababu Naidu-led TDP,
saying: “All you have to think
about is whether you and your
family members benefited from
my schemes. Thatis all you need
to think before voting.”

Jagan, who is seeking a sec-
ond term in power, said he was
fighting the poll battle alone.

A Y-shaped ramp was cre-
ated for Jagan with his war cry
“Why Not 175” — a reference to
the number of Assembly seats —
written at the centre and the
party flag installed at both the
armsof Y.

Jagan said he has restored the
self-respect of the poor, and
asked the people to help him
continue the “welfare journey”
for another five years.

“Are youready for the fight?”
Jagan asked, and the crowd
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Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy during his rally on Sunday. ANI

shouted back, “Yes”.

“You should give a fitting re-
ply to Babu and his alliance,” he
said and termed the simultane-
ous Lok Sabha and Assembly
polls in Andhra Pradesh a
“Kurukshetra war” between
“dharma and adharma”.

Jagan lambasted Naidu for
several minutes, accusing him of
ruining the state, and making al-
liances to usurp power. “Unable to
fight with me alone, he and his
adopted son (K Pawan Kalyan)
camped in New Delhi and begged
another party to join them to try
and dislodge me,” he said.

O Panneerselvam (left); TTV Dhinakaran

“Our strength is the welfare we
have done foreachand every fam-
ilyin the state. While our MLAs are
visiting house to house to discuss
the welfare schemes, Naidu is
spending time with ‘yellow me-
dia’ and Delhi leaders,” he said.

Jagan said development in
each family is visible in the state.
“The (party symbol) fan’s power
comes from the people who are
happy with the YSRCPrule, from
the hearts filled with pride.
Naidu’s cycle does not have
tubes or tyres. His cycle has
rusted and he needs others to
run his cycle. No one talks or re-

members a scheme he imple-
mented. I don’t have star cam-
paigners like Naidu does. It's the
people who are my star cam-
paigners?” Jagan said. “In this
battle of Kurukshetra, the peo-
ple of Andhra Pradesh will play
the role of Krishna, and [ will play
Arjun. I am contesting the elec-
tion alone but I have millions of
star campaigners in every
household across the state.”

Jagan also asked how Naidu
intends to get special category
status for Andhra Pradesh when
he failed to do it between 2014
and 2019 as CM.

EXPLAINE

What’s next for
. the AIADMK?

FOR AIADMK, even if the rumoured alliance with the late
Vijayakanth’s DMDK comes through, it can’t match the
heft of the ruling DMK’s alliance. That makes the decision
of the last unaffiliated party, the S Ramadoss led-PMK, cru-
cial. Promised seven seats by the AIADMK, the north Tamil
Nadu party has not concluded talks on resource sharing.
There are also reports that the PMK has held talks with the
BJP, aiming for a Cabinet portfolio in the NDA alliance.

For the past several days, OPS
has been in his hometown Theni.
Sources close to the former
Deputy CM said he had become
politically active again after it be-
came apparent that the AIADMK
would not return to the NDA.
“He was disheartened by the
BJP's hesitation in making him
an offer while making repeated
attempts at negotiating a deal

with the AIADMK, now his arch
enemy. He spent the last few
days at home, often in prayers,
visiting temples and seeking sol-
ace at the shrine of his family de-
ity,” said the source.

The source said the message
from the BJP hinted at an offer for
OPS and Dhinakaran to appear
on stage with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his next

Tamil Nadu visit, tentatively
scheduled for March 22.

Since his rise in early 2017,
the political journey of
Dhinakaran, the nephew of for-
mer CM Jayalalithaa’s aide V K
Sasikala, has been marked by
turmoil and setbacks, including
challenges from the central
agencies. While it was the BJP
that destroyed the political
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prospects of Sasikala’s family, an
entry into the NDA offers
Dhinakaran an opening to re-
build his political career, espe-
cially given that his aunt is hesi-
tant to make a comeback since
her release from prison in a dis-
proportionate assets case in
2021. Despite trying to lie low,
Sasikala has been hounded by le-
gal challenges from the Centre,

Mukut Mani Adhikari from
Ranaghat; Sujata Mondal who
will take on estranged husband
and BJP Bishnupur MP Saumitra
Khan; former Bangaon Uttar MLA
Biswajit Das who will contest
from Bongaon Lok Sabha seat;
and minister Biplab Mitra who is
the MLA from Harirampur and
will fight from Balurghat against
BJP state chief Sukanta Majumder.
TMC has dropped five MPs:
Nusrat Jahan (Basirhat), Mimi
Chakraborty (Jadavpur), Arjun
Singh (Barrackpore), Aparupa
Poddar (Arambagh), Choudhury
Mohan Jatua (Mathurapur).
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Alliances need
compromises:
Ramesh on AAP
getting Ahmed
Patel’s old seat

KAMAL SAIYED
SURAT,MARCH 10

COMPROMISES ARE needed to
make an alliance work and
hence, it was decided to give the
Bharuch Lok Sabha seat, which
late Congress leader Ahmed
Patel had represented, to the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), senior
leader and Rajya Sabha MP
Jairam Ramesh said in Tapi on
Sunday. He said the Congress
will release its second list of can-
didates for the Lok Sabha elec-
tion Monday evening.

“Rahul Gandhi wished thatthe
Bharuch seat should be fought by
the Congress as it is associated
with Ahmed Patel, but it did not
workoutin thealliance talks. If you
areinanalliance you have tomake
compromises by giving and tak-
ing,” Ramesh said on the sidelines
of Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatraat Vyarain Tapi district.

AAP candidate and sitting
MLA Chaitar Vasava has been an-
nounced by the INDIA bloc from
Bharuch — a seat that sitting MP
Mansukh Vasava has been rep-
resenting since 1998.

“Ifeel that Mumtaz and Faisal
(Ahmed Patel’s children) gave no
inappropriate statements. They
have shown their sadness and I
also feel it. They are in the
Congress and they will always
remain with the Congress and
there is no doubt about it... We
are saddened that we are not sin-
gle-handedly fighting in
Bharuch. It is connected to the
late Ahmed Patel, but we have
not won the seat in the last 40
years,” he said.

3-time MLA, a close
associate of Uddhav,

joins Shinde Sena

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, MARCH 10

IN A major setback to Shiv Sena
(UBT), its chief Uddhav
Thackeray’s close associate and
three-time MLA  from
Jogeswhari East Ravindra
Waikar Sunday joined the
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena.

Wiaikar, 65, was under the
scanner of central investigative
agencies with the Enforcement
Directorate (ED)in October 2023
registering a money laundering
case against him in connection
with the construction of a luxury
hotel, claiming it in violation of
his agreement with the Mumbai
municipal body.

Wiaikar got a major reprieve

Wof
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Express

MLA Ravindra Waikar with CM Eknath Shinde on Sunday

in February after the Mumbai
civic body told the Supreme
Court that it was withdrawing its
order to revoke permission for
Wiaikar’s hotel. The decision set
the ground for the collapse of the
ED case against him and led to
talk of Waikar’s defection.

“You can influence policy de-
cisions only when you are in the
government,” MLA Waikar said
while joining the Eknath Sena.

Asked if he switched alle-
giance due to pressure from cen-
tral agencies, Waikar said, “ have
faced all the agencies. Once you
cooperate, the truth emerges.”

Shinde said the allegations
against Waikar were a thing of
the past. “There were some mis-
understandings, which have
now been cleared,” he said.

and Dhinakaran

including cases, hefty sums as
fines, and the seizure of her
multi-crore property opposite
Jayalalithaa’s Poes Garden resi-
dence in Chennai.

While Dhinakaran'’s follow-
ers expect Sasikala to play anim-
portant, if indirect, role in the Lok
Sabha elections, the BJP, which
has realigned its strategy, sees
the AIADMK rebels as crucial
NDA members to tap into their
local influence. Both leaders are
believed to retain some support,
especially in Sivaganga, Theni,
pockets of Ramanathapuram,
and the Thanjavur delta region,
even if it has dwindled over the
past couple of years.

With the NDA seat-sharing
talks about to begin, OPS and
Dhinakaran hope to secure a to-
tal of four to five seats. Reliable
sources within the Sasikala fam-
ily said Dhinakaran would push
to contest from Theni, while OPS's
son P Ravindhranath, the sitting

MP from Theni, would look to get
the ticket from Ramanathapuram
or Sivaganga, leveraging his OBC
Thevar community support. OPS
and the Sasikala family once
dominated Thevar votesin south-
ern Tamil Nadu.

Meanwhile, the S Ramadoss
led-PMK is trying to drive a hard
bargain with both the BJPand the
AIADMIK; it also knows that with
a current vote share of 4%, it will
struggle to make a mark outside
analliance, having faced setbacks
inthe 2009, 2011,2014,and 2016
elections. Its fall from 20 MLAs in
2001 to three in 2011 highlights
its decline. The PMK's perform-
ance has worsened since then. It
lostall seatsin the 2016 Assembly
polls, even though it managed a
comebackin 2021 with five MLAs
but only in alliance with the
AIADMK. Its Lok Sabha results
mirror this decline, with zero MPs
in 2009, one in 2014, and none
again five years ago.
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Gehlot minister to Pilot’s former aide:

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,MARCH 10

ON SUNDAY, over two dozen
leaders in Rajasthan, chiefly from
the Congress, joined the BJP, giv-
ing a jolt to the grand old party
ahead of the Lok Sabha elections.
The new members were in-
ducted into the BJP in Jaipur in
the presence of Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma and state BJP
chief CPJoshi, among others.

Among those joining are sev-
eral former ministers and MLAs.
Since the Congress’s defeatin the
Assembly polls last year, several
high-profile leaders have mi-
grated over to the ruling BJP.
Already, the BJP’s first list of 15
candidates for Rajasthan includes
two former Congress leaders who
joined the BJP recently - tribal
leader and former state Cabinet
minister Mahendrajeet Singh
Malviya and former Lok Sabha
MP Jyoti Mirdha.

Officially, the BJP said 1,370
people took its membership on
Sunday. Here are the notable
names among the Congress ex-
its, along with Janta Sena chief
Randhir Singh Bhindar, who
merged his outfit with the BJP:

LALCHAND KATARIA
A former Union minister,
Kataria was also in the previous
Ashok Gehlot government Cabinet
as the minister for agriculture.
Along-time Congress worker,

Former Union minister Lalchand Kataria, ex-MoS Rajendra
Yadav and others with Rajasthan CM Bhajan Lal Sharma and
BJP state chief CP Joshi in Jaipur on Sunday. Rohit Jain Paras

Kataria started out as an Indian
Youth Congress leader in rural
Jaipur. He was first elected as an
MLAin 2003 from Amber. He lost
the 2008 Assembly election from
Jhotwara but managed to win the
Lok Sabha poll in 2009, when he
defeated BJP’'s Rao Rajendra Singh
fromJaipurRural. In2012, he was
made MoS for rural development
in Manmohan Singh Cabinet.

He won his next election only
in 2018, when he defeated the
BJP’s Rajpal Singh Shekhawat in
the Jhotwara Assembly seat. In
May 2019, Kataria had reportedly
submitted his resignation follow-
ing the party’s Lok Sabhaloss.

RAJENDRA SINGH YADAV

In last year’s Assembly polls,
as a sitting MLA and minister,
Yadav lost out to the BJP candidate
by 321 votes. An OBC leader,
Yadav was among a handful of

Congress candidates who won
amid a BJP wave in the 2013
Assembly polls for his first stint as
the Kotputli MLA. He retained the
seatin 2018 and was made aMoS
for disaster management and so-
cial justice. Following the
November 2021 reshuffle, he was
made the MoS for home affairs.
However, over 2022 and
2023, he was raided by the I-T de-
partment and the ED in connec-
tion to an alleged mid-day meal
scam during the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Reportedly, firms run by
Yadav's sons had supplied raw
materials for the programme. At
the time, Yadav had said the scam
did not concern the firms run by
his children and that he was be-
ing “troubled unnecessarily”.

KHILADI LAL BAIRWA
Aformer Lok Sabha MP,Bairwa
was denied a Congress ticket in

s in Rajasthan

2023 from Baseri from where he
was a sitting MLA. He then con-
tested as an Independent but got
a paltry 1,366 votes in a seat the
Congress ended up winning.
Bairwa, among the most out-
spoken MLAs in the Sachin Pilot
camp, was replaced with Sanjay
Kumar Jatavin 2023.In the previ-
ous Gehlot government, Bairwa
was the chairman of the
Scheduled Caste Commission.
Bairwa’s lone Lok Sabha win came
in 2009 from Karauli-Dholpur.
While he may barely have any
political capital left, the 60-year-
old had been associated with the
Congress for decades and had
held various posts since the 1990s.

RICHPAL & VIJAYPAL MIRDHA
Multiple members of the
Mirdha family, belonging to the Jat
communityin the Nagaurregion,
have now left the Congress for the
BJP. On Sunday, it was former
MILAs Richpal and his son Vijaypal.
Ahead of the Assembly polls
last year, former Congress MP
Jyoti Mirdha had joined the BJP.
Jyoti’s grandfather Nathuram
was a member of the first
Rajasthan Assembly in 1952.
Richpal is Nathuram’s nephew.
Afour-term MLA from Nagaur,
Richpal was first elected from
Degana in 1990 on a Janata Dal
ticket, then in 1993 on a Congress
ticket, in 1998 as an Independent,
and in 2003 on a Congress ticket.
However, he lost the 2008 elec-
tions. Deganareturned to the fam-

ilyfoldin 2018, when Vijaypal won
the seat, though he lostin 2023.

ALOK BENIWAL
The former MLA is the son of
Congress veteran Kamla

Beniwal, who was the governor
of Tripura, Gujarat and Mizoram.

In 2018, he was denied ticket
by the Congress from Shahpura
but he contested as an
Independent and won. However,
he later extended support to the
Gehlot government. In 2023, he
was again denied a ticket. He
contested as an Independent but
lost to Congress’s Manish Yadav.

RANDHIR SINGH BHINDAR
& DEEPENDRA KUNWAR

Janta Sena chief Randhir Singh
Bhindar and his wife Deependra
Kunwar joined BJP, with Bhindar
merging his party with BJP. A for-
mer BJP MLA, Bhindar said his 11-
year-long “vanvaas” ended as he
returned to the party fold.

Bhindar was the BJP general
secretary of Udaipur Rural be-
tween 1994 and 1997. He con-
tested as a BJP candidate from the
Vallabhnagar Assembly seat in
1993 and 1998 but was defeated
both times by Congress’s Gulab
Singh. He then defeated Singh in
2003 but lost to Gajendra Singh
Shaktawat of Congress in 2008.

He was denied a ticket by the
BJPin 2013 and contested as an
Independent, defeating
Shaktawat, who again defeated
Bhindarin 2018.

Cong panel wants Gandhi family member from Amethi, Raebareli

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, MARCH 10

THE NEWLY formed state elec-
tion committee of the UP unit of
Congress Sunday “unanimously
recommended” that members
of the Gandhi family should con-
test from Amethi and Raebareli
Lok Sabha constituencies.
While former Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi was elected
from Raebareli constituency in

the last Lok Sabha elections, her
son Rahul was defeated by BJP’s
Smriti Irani in neighbouring
Amethi. Sonia was recently
elected to Rajya Sabha, and the
Congress has renominated Rahul
from Wayanad Lok Sabha seatin
its first list of 39 candidates.

At the first meeting in
Lucknow on Sunday;, the state elec-
tion committee, led by AICC gen-
eral secretary Avinash Pande, dis-
cussed the names for the 17 seats
that the party is set to contestin UP

as part of the INDIA alliance.

“A detailed discussion took
place on Raebareli and Amethi
Lok Sabha seats. Raebareli and
Amethi have always been associ-
ated with the Gandhi family and
these Lok Sabha seats have been
close to them. Therefore, based on
the sentiments of workers as well
as office-bearers in Amethi and
Raebareli, we have unanimously
passed a proposal to request the
party’s national president that
whatever names are decided

there, they should be from the
Gandhi family. The final decision
would be taken by them,” said
Pande after the meeting.

During the two-hour-long
meeting, the committee also dis-
cussed possible candidates for
the other 15 seats. Sources said
there were at least three other
seats for which only one name
was to be considered. They in-
cluded state unit president Ajay
Rai from Varanasi, former MLA
Imran Masood from Saharanpur,

and Tanuj Punia from Barabanki.
“On 11 Lok Sabha seats, the
committee... shortlisted one
name that has been proposed to
the central leadership. These
seats include Jhansi from where
the name of former MP Pradeep
Jain Aditya has been suggested.
Former MP Raj Babbar has been
shortlisted for Fatehpur Sikri, sit-
ting MLA Virendra Chaudhary
for Maharajganj, former MP
Kamal Kishore Commando from
Bansgaon,” said a party leader.

Tashi Tobgyal
Hisar MP Brijendra Singh with Cong’s Mallikarjun Kharge and Ajay Maken in New Delhi, Sunday.

BJP Hisar MP joins Cong,
father likely to follow him

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 10

THE BJP’S Hisar MP Brijendra
Singh resigned as MP and joined
the Congress on Sunday citing
“compelling political reasons”.

“I'had to take thisdecision due
todiscomfort following some po-
litical reasons and ideological dif-
ferences on issues including
farmers, Agniveer (scheme) and
(agitating) wrestlers,” he said af-
ter joining the Congress.

Brijendrais the son of veteran
BJP leader Chaudhary Birender
Singh who, according to
Congress leader Ajay Maken, will
soon follow in the footsteps of
his son and join the grand old
party at a public meeting,.

Inthe past, the father-son duo
often defied the BJP’s stand on
several issues.In 2020, they sided
with the protesting farmers to
demand the withdrawal of the
now-repealed farm laws. They
also expressed solidarity with
wrestlers who protested against
former Wrestling Federation of
India (WH) chief and BJP MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh over alle-
gations of sexual harassment.

The Hisar MPsaid the BJP’s de-
cision to ally with the Dushyant
Chautala-led Jannayak Janata
Party (JJP) was also one of the rea-
sons for his exit from the party.
Last October, at a rally in Jind,
Birender warned the BJP that he
would leave the party if it allied
with the [JPfor the Lok Sabha polls.

Brijendra defeated Chautala by
more than two lakh votes in the
2019 Lok Sabha pollswhen the BJP

swept the state, winning all 10
seats. However, a few months
later in the Assembly elections,
the JJP chief defeated Brijendra’s
mother Prem Lata by more than
40,000 votes from Uchana Kalan.

Following the elections, the
BJP allied with the JJP, a move
that did not go down well with
the Singhs as the contenders for
the Hisar seat began to grow, es-
pecially with the induction of
former Hisar MP Kuldeep
Bishnoi into the BJP in 2023.

A JJP leader, however, said
Brijendra’s family was only giv-
ing another ultimatum like in the
past. “His resignation came a day
after Chautala reminded him
about his threat of leaving BJP
over our alliance. He should take
calls based on politics and not
worry about JJP” the leader said.

On the other hand, Brijendra’s
entry into the Congress seems to
have provided the party with a
strong contender in Hisar. With
Birender, who is the maternal
grandson of farmer leader Sir
Chhotu Ram and the son of
Chaudhary Neki Ram, waiting in
theranks, Congress leaders are up-
beat about the party’s prospects.

Party insiders said Brijendra
would not only boost the party’s
chances in Haryana but also in
neighbouring UP and Rajasthan,
which have a sizable Jat popula-
tion. “Whenasitting BJPMPleaves,
itisasign that Congress is coming
back to power,” said Haryana
Congress communications in-
charge Chandvir Singh Hooda.

Senior Congress leader
Kumari Selja welcomed
Brijendra into the party.

Dushyant stakes
claim on Hisar
Lok Sabha seat

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 10

THE DAY when BJP suffered a
blow with its incumbent MP from
Hisar, Brijendra Singh, quitting
the party and joining the
Congress, Haryana Deputy CM
and Jannayak Janta Party (JJP)
leader Dushyant Chautala has
staked claim on Hisar Lok Sabha
seat. The senior JJP leader also
hinted at going into the forthcom-
ing Lok Sabha polls as part of the
NDA, evenif the BJP shares two of
the 10 seats of Haryana — Hisar
and Bhiwani-Mahendragarh.

In Haryana Vidhan Sabha,
Dushyant represents Uchana as-
sembly constituency that forms
part of the Hisar Lok Sabha seat.

Currently, BJPrepresentsall 10
Lok Sabha seats of Haryana. “Our
preferenceis to contest on two Lok
Sabha seats, Hisar and Bhiwani-
Mahendragarh. Rest, it all depends
onthe NDA. JJPis all set to contest
all 10 Lok Sabha seats on its own.
We have already covered six Lok
Sabha constituencies by way of
holding major rallies, the seventh
one is scheduled in Hisar on
March 13,” Dushyant said.

JJP held its coordination com-
mittee meeting on Sunday in
Sirsa, which was chaired by
Dushyant’s father and JJP’s na-
tional president Ajay Singh
Chautala.
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‘People have left no space for Opp... I
construe it as directive to keep mum’

AS RAHUL Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra traverses through Gujarat, the
Congress has seen a string of leaders
leave. PARESH DHANANI, a senior party
leader and a former Leader of
Opposition, tells GOPAL KATESHIYA
that the Congress is not losing sleep over
theleaders who are leaving, and argues
why there is a positive side toit.

Congress has seen more leaders
leave for BJP, including former state
chief Arjun Modhwadia and ex-MLA
Ambarish Der.

We had got Ambarishbhai on loan
(hinting at his party-hopping). We are
happy we have repaid the loan.
Arjunbhai turning against the party is
painful. However, it is not the first such
instance, nor is it likely to be the last...
believe the BJP has welcomed 82
Congress leaders of MLA and MP ranks
over the past 20 years. If one were to ask
the common man, he would be able to
recognise only eight of those 82... and
only two-five names are relevant today.
I believe the BJP is unable to seek votes
on the basis of its work and therefore,
by hook or by crook, it is crushing faces
who raise their voice against its regime.

The coming elections will see new
polarisation... It will be a contest of ne-
tas versus people.lam confident the re-
sults will be shocking.

Modhwadia was part of the
meetings for Nyay Yatra till a day
before he defected to BJP.

The BJP appears to be holding bharti
melas (recruitment fairs) to get
Opposition workers, and to keep its own
grass-root workers in check... We are
happy that the people may be electing
akamal (BJP) government, but the ruling
netas are all (originally) of the Congress.

There is some speculation that you
are also in talks with the BJP.
Some mediapersons who run paid

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
PARESH DHANANI
SENIOR CONGRESS LEADER

AND FORMER LEADER
OF OPPOSITION

news campaigns are out to assassinate
the characters of Opposition politi-
cians... These rumours are just meant to
sow doubts and harm the Congress.

Is Nyay Yatra as a success in Gujarat?
Ibelieve theideologies of the Congress
and the Constitution are two sides of the
same coin. Hence, those supporting both
are eager to extend their support to the
Yatra.Rahul Gandhi, whois India’s future,
is coming to (Mahatma) Gandhi’s and
Sardar’s (Patel) Gujarat... to protect the
Constitution and the rights it gives.

Why is Yatra skirting Saurashtra,
which includes 7 Lok Sabha seats?
Heisleading the world’s longest ya-
tra...and the time permits him to cross
only south Gujarat.. The Gujarat
Congress will go to every corner of the
state...in the coming days... Rahul’s Yatra
has nothing to do with elections. His ob-

Purvanchal Vidyut Vitaran

.~ Nigam Limited Vidyut
“s7 Nagar, P.O.- DLW,
Varanasi - 221004 E-Tender Notice
E-Tender is invited for the following
works. The tender will be accepted up
to at 15:00 hrs. on 08.04.2024 and will
be opened on 09.04.2024 15:00 hrs.
Please visit www.etender.up.nic.in
for details/ download and for any
other corrections/ amendments/
modifications/ extensions till the date
of submission of bids, will be upload
on website www.etender.up.nic.in

www.puvvnl.nic.in. SI. No.: 1.
Tender No.: EAV-191/2023-24,
Material: LED Street Light 70 Watt
Qty.: 1350 Nos. Material: LED
Street Light 120 Watt, Qty.: 10700

Nos. Earnest Money (Rs.):
4,78,500.00 Tender Fee (Rs.):
5000.00 + GST@18%, SI. No.: 2.

Tender No.: EAV-192/2023-24,
Material: LED Street Light 150W160
Wattt Qty.: 33300 Nos. Earnest
Money (Rs.): 21,97,000.00 Tender
Fee (Rs.): 10000.00 + GST@18%,
SI. No.: 3. Tender No.: EAV-
193/2023-24, Material: LED Flood
Light 245W-250 Watt Qty.: 5860 Nos.
Material: LED Flood Light Narrow
Beam Light 300 Watt, Qty.: 200 Nos.
Earnest Money (Rs.): 6,81,000.00
Tender Fee (Rs.): 5000.00 +
GST@18%, SI. No.: 4. Tender No.:
EAV-194/2023-24, Material: DG Set
58.5 KVA Qty.: 50 Nos. Earnest
Money (Rs.): 6,59,000.00 Tender
Fee (Rs.): 5000.00 + GST@18%, SI.
No.: 5. Tender No.: EAV-195/2023-
24, Material: DG Set 125 KVA Qty.:
35 Nos. Earnest Money (Rs.):
7,77,500.00 Tender Fee (Rs.):
5000.00 + GST@18%, Last Date &
Time for online submission of
tender document: 08.04.2024, Date
& time for online opening of tender
Part-1: 09.04.2024. Sd/-
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

(MM-II) ‘‘Save Electricity in the
interest of Nation” Wi 297/
femie: 09.03.2024

jective is to unite people... lift them out
of divisions of caste, creed and religion.

BJP and AAP have declared candidates
for LS polls. Why not Congress?
Screening committees have been
constituted. Simultaneously, the party
organisation has been preparing for the
elections for quite a while. I believe only
the finishing touches are left (to the list)...

Modhwadia cited Congress’s decision
to stay away from Ram Temple cere-
mony as reason for leaving the party.

The BJP’s Hindutva is limited to the
slogan of 'Jai Shri Ram' and a temple in
Ayodhya...Itis hence hollow.Iam proud
tobe aworker of the party under which
the locks of the temple of Ram Lalla at
Ayodhya were opened, allowing people
darshan... It was late PM Rajiv Gandhi
who provided that opportunity... Had
he been elected again, he would have
(allowed) construction of the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya... The Congress re-
spects all religions. The
Shankaracharyas asserted publicly that
itwas wrong to do pran pratishtha (con-
secration) in an incomplete temple.
Hence, respecting the culture of this
country, the Congress kept its distance.

Has the Opposition been able to do
its duty to hold the govt to account?

[ agree that a strong Opposition is
needed to save democracy. But the peo-
ple of Gujarat have unfortunately left
no space for the Opposition...I construe
this as Gujarat people’s directive to the
Opposition to keep mum.

BJP has set a target of winning 370
LS seats and all 26 seats in Gujarat.
Has the Congress set any targets?
The Congress’s target is to get doosri
azaadi (second Independence). I assert
that we are headed for a repeat of 2004.
..the fact remains people have thoroughly
understood BJP’s reign and its leaders.

Residents in Akbar Nagar area after stone pelting incidents during an
anti-encroachment drive, in Lucknow on Sunday. P11

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,MARCH 10

PROTESTING RESIDENTS pelted em-
ployees of the Lucknow Development
Authority (LDA) and police personnel
accompanying them with stones
when a team of officials started
pulling down three commercial
buildings as part of ademolition drive
in the city's Akbar Nagar area.

Two government vehicles were
damaged in the stone-pelting “mild
force” was used to bring the situation
under control, police said.

The situation escalated when ru-
mours spread that some persons were
killed after being trapped under the
debris during the demolition of one of
the buildings. A large number of peo-
ple gathered there and started pelting
stones at the LDA team and police. The
matter was resolved only when addi-
tional police teams arrived and paci-
fied the protesters. However, no in-
juries were reported in the stand-off.

"There was a rumour that the
Authority would be demolishing res-
idential houses, prompting the peo-
ple to protest,” stated a government

Stones hurled at police during
demolition drive in Lucknow

official. On March 6, the Lucknow
bench of the Allahabad High Court
stayed the demolition drive in Akbar
Nagar and directed the state govern-
ment to ensure that all the people be-
ing rehabilitated from there (slums)
and applying for EWS houses be pro-
vided accommodations and the en-
tire process of shifting be completed
by March 31.

The eviction drive is part of the ad-
ministration’s plans to beautify and
develop Akbar Nagar whichislocated
on the banks of the Kukrail nullah. The
demolition order was passed by the
Authority citing illegal constructions
on the Kukrail's riverbed and banks.

Indramani Tripathi, vice-chairper-
son of the Lucknow Development
Authority, clarified that the plan was
to demolish three commercial estab-
lishments, as the petitions of their
owners against demolition were dis-
missed by the HC. “When the third
commercial building was being de-
molished, false rumours circulated,
prompting the residents to protest.
The situation was resolved only after
convincing them that there was no
plan to demolish any residential
buildings," said Tripathi.

Rural Works Department
Office of the Engineer-in-Chief, Rural Works Department, Bihar
Vishweshawaraiya Bhawan,5" Floor, Rural Works Department, Bailey Road, Patna, Bihar -800015
(==t arfior wer arprere fifen2018)
GovL. of Bikar Notice Inviting Tender for Rural Roads Maintenance based on Output and performance based
Contract through e-procurement mode on Model Bidding Document (MBD).
(Notice Inviting Tender No. - MR-3054-114/2023-24)
1. Designation and Address of the Advertiser : Office of Engineer-in-chief, Rural Works Department, Bihar, Patna
2. Date of Issue of Notice Inviting Tender : 07.03.2024
3. Period for downloading of Tender documents : From 01.04.2024 (9:00) to 15.04.2024 up to 15:00 hrs. From website-http://pmesytenderbih.gov.in
4, Date, Time & Place of Pre- Bid Meeting : Date 03.04.2024 time 15:00hrs.  Place O0/o Concerned Superintending Engineer
5. Last Date & Time for uploading tender Document by bidder - : Date 15.04.2024 up to: 15:00 hrs. hitp://pmgsytenderbih.gov.in
6. Date, time for online opening of Technical bid : Date 15.04.2024 up to Time: 15:30 hrs,
7. Lastdate, time and place for submission of
Originalinstrument of EMD, Cost of BOOQL,
Bank credit facility certificate and an
Affidawvit regarding correctness of
Information provided with bid document :Till 15:00 hrs on 15.04.2024
: Place- Ofo-concerned
{i) Executive Engineer Or (ii) Superintending Engineer Or [iii) Chief Engineer
B. The Engineer in chiaf Rural Works Department on bahalf of Governor of Bihar invites bids from the eligible bidders for the works detailed balow.
9, Details of Works:-
Cost of
Initial Cost of Total :
E ] Bid Amount
Rectifica- S-years | Estimated | Cost ;
1 L h b P Li+]
Ne | Package Mo, District Division Block Name of Road ; ‘:""{HM] tionwith | Mainten- | Cost | of BOG Ei:‘l:“'” ’L‘“:::;
Surface ance {In {In Rs) Lakhs) fifctadon
Renewal | (in Lakhs) | Lakhs) mine
iin Lakhs)
1 . S i 5 1] T B 9 10 11 12 1z
ifa /a-
Muzaffarpur AT Faru Tl Ty Hal'ra Jagms.hpur P_MGS? 0850 5074 583 3b.55
Wizst Road S Kurrni Tola Bajitpur Tak
Muzaffarpur Chhapra Aash lagshala Chowk to _ )
Muzaffarpur Wst Paru Chhapes Aash Baitha Tola 1.455 65 68 13.61 1029
huzaff,
MRN/23.24 MlJ::le:irpur UE:::IJUF Pairu Paran Haspelal Gate To Kavha Toda 1,500 6475 13.93 TR 12 E:J‘:::ED
1 Buaffarpur Muzaffarpur Jagdishpur Dharamwara pool to 10000 230 Dinision,
West/14 Muzattarpus West Paru [Tk — 0,780 4.2 9.34 33,53 Muzattarpur
o Lakhnauri Azajul Khan Ke Ghar TO wiest
Muzalfarpur e - -
Muzatfarpur West Paru Mohabbatpur Pitch road TO House of 2060 107,19 16.17 123.36
- Mahendra paswan
Muzatfarpur Paru Hospital Gate 1o Miyan K2 Ghar X
MUzafarpor West L | Hote huye Paru High School Tak “i}':f _ ___3 i'ffr___ i_EjE__ "'_3:31_
Total for the Group 7,705 343.720 71.090 414,810
Mugaffar pur 5 PWI Path to gram Lakhrna PRASGY Sarak EE,B\WD
Auizaff r hebgan 3 5 1.14 7 15,
MR-Nj232e | Muzatarpo West e via High School | (B i hed Works
i hluzaffar pur ol : R gl Sadbalii 10000 1.15 Divislon,
West/15 Muzaffarpur WEANMRGT | Gohehgang: [ - oo RN LGN WG | Biooo 7153 6705 | 28338 Mutaffarpur
Wast lola Hote Huye to Jita Chhapra Wit
Total for the Group 8.300 316.440 91.220 | 407660
Muzaflarpur EE.RWD
alt; Kutthani 5 arsa K th to Preulwari ! 15 034 a5 ]
MR-N/23-24 Muzattarpus East-1 itha sonbarsa Kerma Path to Phulwaria 2.5480 137.575 220 158,609 Works
3 B uraffar pur I R TR s ta i 10000 1.8 Division,
East-1/15 | Muzatfarpur TR ] oudhand " S 3950 | 174021 | 30207 | 204228 Muzaffar pur
East-1 {WR17] £
ast-1
Total for the Group 6.830 311.596 52,241 363.837
Muzaffarpus _ ) ,
Muzatarpur Ficti Keicihand M.H.-T7 to Kurhani via Devgan Village 3:300 146704 8721 175,425 EE.RWD
MR-N/23-24 = M:W - Works
4 | Muzaffaspur | Muzatfarpur “E'a P Kudband Repair of road from N.H.-77 to Teliya 3300 | 124303 28.74 | 153.043 | 10000 | 8.63 Divisin,
East-1/15 ks : b uzaffarpur
Mizaffarpur ) . t
Muzaffarpur East-} Knickhani TO4 MH 77 to Ladora 1570 8565 17.12 102.E1 East-1
Total for the Group 8,570 356697 74,581 431,278
Muzatfarpur hliizalaroe Kudhiand LOE. 743 dngariierthpur I flangra Handss 2030 BOEGS 17T.EY 948.735
Eist-1 {WR25] EE.RWD
MIR-M 2324 : Muzaffarpur ; - Wior ks
5 ?-1|4|:'-:'|”‘il"|:ll..lr Mll;._lﬂ.nrpur East.1 ATE R DT L0772 - TO2 5H o Bhawan pur {WR16) . 1 800 62.9 16,745 TO.69 10000 418 Division,
East-1/17 — ALKAPLURI ROAD NO. 2 INDRADEV SINGH Muzaffarpur
Muzaffarpur et | Musahari KE GHAR to SUDHAKAR THAKUR 0.514 | 37.728 276 | 40488 East-1
e ALKAPURI
Total far the Group 4,344 181.453 AT.420 218,913
NauzaBsrour MIDDLE SCHOCL MAJHLULIYA to
Muzatfarpur ”i‘; _j'I”” Sakra SATPURA MURAUL PRAKHAND SIMAN | 2500 | 107280 | 21530 | 12882
- L= FJ].K
; Mot P:ﬂ.uza.f'-'.a:rpu.' Sk _Iiﬂart.i.|:|ur_F'r:-'l-'iE'Eu'n-r sl.ad;k to E-J.'.azl'-tipur 1,580 E7.620 13 820 80.47 EI"E’HI';D
MPR-N/23-24 Ci i Easi-1 Dakshin Tola Hote huye Lakhia Bhartipur ; : : : s
LT duratfarpur M. . '1__ ] i rept e e T 10000 1.84 Divisian,
East-1/18 Muzaffarpur u:_i I;-‘artpu Sakra Panchayat Bhawan sakra to Rarmiranmpur 2.541 41981 22.437 114.41%8 Muzaffarpur
Lviata D —— e ——————— ——— ] East-1
£ Repair of road from N.H.-28 Rupanpatt
Muzaffarpur ; -
Muzaffarpur East-1 Sakea to Gebardhanpur | Tuls Mohanpur 1. 500 53.75 14.16 &7.905
e Chauk) via Thatiya Tala
Total for the Group B. 131 320035 71.974 392,013
Muzaffampur M”:f_af"" Saraiya Rewa road to Gachi Batroulla ne0 | 40317 4607 | 44024
EE.RWD
MR-M23-24 Muzaffarpur Mu:ifiar::lur Sarahya LA Khairz PWD Road 1o Gahdlo 2013 110.32 15,4 12873 Waarks
7 | Muzaftarpur B = o : 10000 | 831 Division,
East-1/19 | Muzaffarpur e ET” Sarmiya L055-Berua to Pagahia 1700 | Bo77 12458 | 95175 Muzaffarpur
East- East-1
Muzaffarpur Mu:"E.if;.r.ar.puf Sarpna MH o BERLIA 2688 134,145 1257 146,115
L |
1 - Total Fﬂrth_e Groug R N 7021 355499 &0.035 415534
Muzafiarpur Lo Jaitpur-Ehaira R.E.C. Aoad To ’ i
Muzaffarpur Sy Sarayz Mishrawallya Tola Rampur Bal 2620 10r.03 23.73 12576 EE,RWD
MRN."IE'E"‘ ML.IEEFE ™ - & v [ETPEEERNT FTPETR Wﬂrk'i
. bluzaffarpur Muzaffarpur Eai T Sarala A-E.Ck road Kubewa to Sahilapatt road 6. 250 10587 GOLET 255.54 10000 5.7 Diivislam,
East .."EI:I S8 Mu:ﬂﬂ:.lrpur
Muzaffarpus MUEZT_TW Saranya Chakia FMIGSY road to Bardaha Village 2730 9.6 26,275 106,035 East-1
Total for the Group 11:0 377.6ED 110675 AEE. 335
Muzaffarpor MUETTU! Airal Ramapur PWD Road To Sambhuta 24675 213340 33320 24706 EE.RWD
MR-M/23-24 : Works
b | ‘Wiseur | Mishimmpor | ozrpe Auiral BaiiyaAurallale oae oo Pape Yarae: | figh 73.07 13.45 652 | 1oooo | &ED Divisian,
East-2 Tola bhaya
East-2f11 £ Bduzaffarpur
Muzaffarpur Mu:l E:T;IFIIJI' A ural MAHLA CHAMWE o BALIA 2 000 #9728 16.9 106 1E East-2
! Total for the Group 1225 | 3715500 | 64170 | 439760
i r
Muzaffarpur M”;ﬁf_’f“ fuirai SAHILA ARAJ 10 PRIMARY SCHOCL 1040 | 46,156 9455 | 55611
Muzaffarpur | MUERURIBUT | gy | Gangull-MadhopurRoad-ToMadhuban | sap0 | soasn | ez | selar EE,RWD
MR-N/Z3-24 |- = = t Works
1 ffarpur RHAKS | i : -
0 B uzaffarpur Muzaffarpur Mg fural MASEHUEANAARHAMDEY SINGHHCUSE 1,600 L e 1527 &2.649 10000 452 Bivislon,
Eail-2 Lo ROl MaAGRA
o L Muzaff PARAMIEEVAR BHADOPUR PATH PAR hupo
Lo uzafiarpur A 1] ADOPL H y Egst-?
Muzaffarpar East-3 hural SADAMPUR AWAL e DIH TOLA 1,200 E0.132 11.037 61218
Muzaffarpur Mu!z_aaf:’!a;uur Aural Bhalro Asthan to Panapur & 300 179.27 3744 216.71
Total for the Group 59310 393,358 E2.819 476.177
Whast i : Changeatia Dakhia Railwasy Gumdito 4 =
Chmgh Markatiagan] Chanpatia Karnpatt| PWD Kalthwaliya 100 45.21 15:15 1336
Wast EE.RWD
bAR-M S 2324 PN Markatiagan| Chanpatia TG to Tikachapar 2400 11729 20017 137 46 Waorks
11 Marsat |.]g.’|.:'.j." w' 10000 o Eo Divisian,
o7 - Markatizgan| Chanpatia Tikuliya to Gidhdha 2270 109,35 057 12947 Markatiagan
_ Chamgaran ,
West ; k . _ HATHWALLA LORIA Aoad to : =
 Champaran | Markatiagan) Chanpatia - BHIKHAMPUR 1.2_'.@“ 107.049 19.58 12667 |
Total for the Group 8.620 418.540 75470 494,410
W
b Markatiagznj Chanpatia L0514 Bettiah To Belwa Bandobasti Tola 2800 12873 2544 15517
Champaran
Whest EE,RWD
ME-N/Z3-24 e MR Markatizganj Chanpatia T3 to Chargahan 1.230 54,469 11.255 85.724 Works
12 Markatiagan)/ -.u;- 10000 9.3E Division,
03 ; - Markstiagan] | Chanpatiz TO5 to Puraina Gosal 2.020 8262 1941 102.03 Markatiagan
Champaran |
West Markatizganj Chanpatia LO6e-Charhari to Kahirws tola 3040 1173 2821 145.91
Chamgparan
Total for the Group 9.050 384.519 81,315 468,834
West e . Bhitharwa RED Moad 1o Semra Sirampur : @
Chamgaran | TRonegan | Gaunahd \RAD| 1630 | 1042 11582 | 115782 |
iast EE,HWL
MR-MN/ 2324 '|.-|'IET"1- iR Markatiagan] Gaungha Dane Canal 1o Barea (WRET) 2050 L U 18.78 l0a.a7 Works
13 Markatiaganj/ s 10000 L.16 Division,
09 Pachiml champaran jila antargat gaunaha Narkatiagan
‘Wast } ~ . prakhand R.E.O mukkya path s& rajpur 3 ¥
g Markatiagan| Gaunzha (Ll knthi) sifarany kuswiaha ke ghar tak 0430 30.715 2.306 33021 |
path nirmaan
Total for the Group 4. 110 225 105 32,668 257773
For further details please visit website www state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar Engineer in Chief-cum
Additional Commissioner-cum-
Special Secretary
PR- 19239 (R'W D ) 2023-24 9 | A 0 &, T oRen we R Rural Works Department, Bihar, Patna

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (ROADS),

PUBLIC WORKS ROADS DEPARTMENT,

ASSAM, GUWAHATI-03

No. CE/DEV/TB/707/2023-24/34

PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER (RE-BID)

The Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD, Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3 invites Re-Bids on
behalf of Governor of Assam for Construction of Roads including Routine Maintenance for
4 (four) years under Mukhya Mantrir Pakipath Nirman Achani (MMPPNA) for the year
2023-24 in Cachar District of Assam amounting to Rs. 1.59 Crores (approx.) including
GST etc. from approved & eligible Contractors registered with PWRD, Assam.

Details along with packages under each district may be seen from 11.03.2024 at website
www.assamtenders.qgov.in. Amendment /Addendum to the SBD, if any, and further
notifications shall appear in this website and also at the office of the undersigned during
office hours. The contractor/bidder must be registered with the Electronic Tendering

System (ETS) of PWRD, Assam website www.assamtenders.gov.in.

Schemes are not yet sanctioned by the competent authority. In the event of non- sanction
of the schemes, the bids may be cancelled and no claim what so ever on this account shall

be entertained from the bidders.

Note: NIT Value is inclusive of GST (12%), Labour Cess (1%), etc.

Janasanyog/CF/6441/23/11-Mar-24

Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD,
Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3.

Sd./-
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Another Kuno cheetah gives birth
to 5 cubs; total 13 newborns this year

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL, MARCH 10

ONE OF the cheetahs brought to
Madhya Pradesh's Kuno Natio-
nal Park from South Africa, Ga-
mini, gave birth to a litter of five
cubs on Sunday;, officials said.

Twenty cheetahs were
brought from South Africa and
Namibia to Kuno in September
2022 as part of the government’s
Project Cheetah. While seven of
those have died since March
2023, officials have been encour-
aged by the birth of 13 cubs since
January this year. Currently, the
total number of cheetahs in
Kuno National Park is 26.

Union Minister of
Environment, Forests and Climate
Change Bhupendra Yadav an-
nounced thebirth of thelitterina
poston X. “Thisis the fourth chee-
tahlitter on Indian soil and the first
litter of cheetahs brought from
South Africa. Congratulations to
all, especially the team of forest of-
ficers, vets, and field staff who
have ensured a stress-free envi-
ronment for cheetahs, which has
led to successful mating and birth
of the cubs,” he said.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (Wildlife)
Aseem Shrivastava said the birth

Gamini with its newborn cubs at Kuno National Park. X/@byadavbjp

shows that the cheetahs are
adapting to Indian conditions.
“Gamini had a mating en-
counter with the cheetah Pavak
around three months ago. The
cheetahs would have been un-
able to breed if they were in a
stressful condition. This shows
that they are adapting to Indian
conditions despite the fact that
they tend to be sensitive,” he said.
The 13 cubs in Kuno include
the five given birth to by Gamini
on Sunday, four born to the
Namibian cheetah named Jwala

FOCUS ON FINANCIAL DISCIPLINE

CRPF DG asks state
unit heads to identify
personnel engaged
in online gaming

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

ALL THE unit in-charges in the
CRPF have been assigned a new
task by the force's Director
General to identify personnel
who take part in online gaming.
The move is part of the CRPF's
measures to stop its personnel
from losing money and facing fi-
nancial distress.

Inameeting on February 12,
it was decided by DG, CRPF,
Anish Dayal Singh to assess the
impact of online gaming and
other “risky transactions” being
carried out by CRPF personnel
and to take effective preventive
action. “All the unit in-charges
inall the states have been asked
to collect details of the number
of personnel engaged in online
gaming such as Dream-11, My-
11 circle, Teen Patti, Junglee
Rummy, Rummy Circle, etc,
crypto trading, equity trading,
loan taker other than banks, per-
sonal loan from banks,” a senior
officer said, citing the DG’s di-
rections.

In the meeting, which lasted
around two hours, Singh also

asked for suggestions on preven-
tive measures to stop such “risky
transactions”. He asked the unit
in-charges to submit their re-
sponse to his office. “After receiv-
ing the order, we have started
finding out about all the person-
nel when we meet in chaupal.
Also, we ask all the personnel to
find out about online gaming
habits of their colleagues,” an of-
ficer said.

Earlier, the Director General
of Border Security Force had or-
dered collation of the details of
its personnel with loans from
banks or insurance companies,
particularly the habitual bad
hats, so as to keep a close watch
on them and take strict action if
they defaulted on repayments.

This decision to increase fi-
nancial discipline among BSF
personnel was taken after a
jawan allegedly faked his death
to avoid paying his loan install-
ments. The constable, Amit Rana
(32), was arrested in June last
year. The BSF DG wrote to the
headquarters heads that Rana’s
case was taken “very seriously”
as such incidents not only
brought a bad name to the force
but also had a bearing on its ad-
ministration.

Uttarakhand CM Dhami
launches projects worth
over Rs 8,000 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, MARCH 10

UTTARAKHAND CHIEF Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami virtually
launched 122 projects worth Rs
8,275.51 crore on Sunday.

Among these, Rs 1048.15
crore’s worth of projects from 11
departments were inaugurated,
while foundation stones were
laid for Rs 7227.36 crore’s worth
of schemes from 15 departments.

At the event, Dhami also
marked the introduction of pre-
paid meters by the energy de-
partment and distributed tool
kits to registered workers under
the Building and Other Const-
ruction Workers Welfare Board.

He distributed allotment let-
ters for solar energy projects
among entrepreneurs and ben-
eficiaries of the Mukhyamantri
Solar Swarozgar Yojana.

Dhami also highlighted the
implementation of the Uniform
Civil Code, which said was aimed
at ensuring gender equality and
social justice. He said that Muslim
women had thanked his govern-
ment over the initiative and that
the government was committed
to providing inclusive governance.

Asserting the paramountcy of
law and order, Dhami pronoun-
ced azero-tolerance approach to-
wards unrest and criminal activi-
ties. He said that swift and decisive
actions were taken by law en-
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Uttarakhand CM Dhami

forcement agencies to maintain
peace and security in the state.

Dhami underscored the prin-
ciple of “resolution without op-
tions” as the cornerstone of his
government’s developmental
agenda, citing foundation stones
laid for projects worth Rs 18,000
crore, spanning infrastructure,
healthcare, water resources,
agriculture, housing, and rural
development. He talked about
the transformative impact of
these investments on the state’s
socio-economic landscape.

In pursuit of enhancing
Uttarakhand’s economic prowe-
ss, Dhami outlined plans to dou-
ble the gross state domestic
product (GSDP) within five years.
Additionally, he articulated
strategies to foster innovation
and best practices at the district
level by 2025. Dhami reaffirmed
his administration’s resolve to
position Uttarakhand as amodel
state through sustained efforts
and progressive policies.

and three to the one named
Aasha - bothin January.

Shrivastava said the litter
born to Aasha were spotted
walking with their mother - a
positive sign. “The cheetah cubs
of the second litter have not yet
been spotted walking. Butall the
cubs are alive, which is a very
good sign,” he said.

Jwala had given birth to four
cubs in March last year too.
While three died due to extreme
heat, the surviving one was
abandoned by its mother after

being taken for medical treat-
ment. Shrivastava said that cub
would soon be rewilded. “We
are on an expert consultation
stage in this. The orphan cheetah
will have to be rewilded after it
completes one year. The orphan
cubis healthy,” he said.

Wildlife officials are cur-
rently focussed on ensuring that
the cheetah mothers and cubs
housed within larger enclosures
have a predator-free environ-
ment in order to supplement
their population.

UGC sets framework for private
umversmes off-campus centres

RRADHIKA
NEW DELHI,MARCH 10

IN LINE with the “future aca-
demic vision” instead of “com-
mercial interests”, the UGC has
notified modalities on March 6
for state private universities to
set up off-campus centres within
their respective states.

Off-campus centres can be
started under the UGC's (Establi-
shment of and Maintenance of
Standards in Private Universities)
Regulation, 2003. However, to
“standardise the application
process and improve trans-
parency”, the commission on
February 13,2024, approved the
modalities for private universi-
ties to start off-campus centres.

As per UGC notice, private
universities can open off-campus
centres provided that the rele-
vant State University Act, under
which the university has been es-
tablished, contains a provision to
do so.However, a private univer-
sity set up less than five years ago
cannot set up such centres. The
university will have to maintain
the quality of infrastructure, fac-
ulty,and programmes at par with
the main campus.

According to UGC records,
there are 471 private universities
but the UGC has not approved
any off-campus centre for any

UGC Chairperson
M Jagadesh Kumar

private university. However, sev-
eral privately owned deemed-
to-be universities have been al-
lowed to start off-campus
centres with UGC approval.

The latest modalities also al-
low private universities to “take
over any affiliated college” run by
the same sponsoring trust or com-
pany. The university can progres-
sively close the affiliated college
with a no objection certificate
from the affiliating university, it
states, a departure from UGC’s
earlier notice in 2018 according to
which private universities cannot
affiliate aninstitution or a college.

Further, the state private uni-
versity must have an approval or
issuance of a Letter of Intent
from the relevant statutory or
regulatory body to start a specific
programme in the off-campus

centre. Expansion in terms of
programmes or departments
and increase in seats can be done
only with the approval of statu-
tory authority and the academic
council or executive council of
the university. The approvals will
have to be displayed on the uni-
versity website, the UGC notice
states.

The notice states that state
private universities have to send
proposals to a standing commit-
tee to start off-campus centres,
which will be subjected to quar-
terly inspections by UGC, and in
case of violation, the commis-
sion can shut the centre and shift
the students to the main cam-
pus. The state private university
will have to own the land or at
least lease the land for 30 years
to start the centre, the notice
said, adding that for establishing
the centre, UGCwill charge Rs 10
lakh as processing fee.

UGC Chairperson M Jagadesh
Kumar said, “This development
marks a notable step, introduc-
ing a structured framework for
evaluating and considering ap-
plications for off-campus centres
by state private universities. The
move aligns with the evolving
educational landscape outlined
in the NEP 2020, aiming to en-
hance regulatory facilitation and
support the expansion of higher
education.”

Telangana: Four
leaders from
BRS, one from

Congress join BJP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

Four Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS)leaders, including two for-
mer MPs, and a Congress leader
from Telangana joined the BJP
Sunday.

Those who joined the BJP are
Godam Nagesh and Sitaram
Nayak, both former MPs, former
BRS MLAs Saidy Reddy and
Jalagam Venkat Rao, and Srinivas
Gomase from the Congress. The
leaders praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership.

BJP leader and party parlia-
mentary board member K
Laxman welcomed them and
said while the leaders of other
parties are working for the future
for their sons and daughters,
Modi is working for the country.

BJP general secretary Tarun
Chugh said people are fed-up
with “dynastic and corrupt” par-
ties and praised these leaders for
their work in different capacities.

The BRS is now “triple B
party”, Chugh said, describing
them as “baba, beta and baby”, a
reference to its president K
Chandrasekhar Rao, his son and
daughter. These three rana “cor-
rupt” governmentin the state, he
said.

Narendra Modi

Prime Minister

Eknath Shinde
Chief Minister

{¥ Maharashtra leads in attracting Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI). In the financial year2022 -23, a total
of Rs. 1,18,422 crore FDI was attracted, whereas, in a
period of 9 months, i.e. from April 2023 to December
2023, a sum of Rs. 1,00,112 crore of investment was
attracted in Maharashtra which will contribute to
30% of the Nation's FDI.

3 A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to the tune
of Rs. 3.73 lakh crore was signed at Davos in 2024 for
investment in the sectors of Steel, [T, Green Energy,
agriculture, logistics and electronics in the state. This will
generate employment opportunities for 2 lakh persons.

1+ 12,326 loan cases were approved in the year 2022-23
through the Chief Minister Employment Generation
Program. Whereas loans of Rs. 342 crore were approved
for 14822 Entrepreneurs in the year 2023- 24. Millions of
youths have been provided with employment
opportunities with these moves.

{¥ The cabinet Sub-committee approved projects worth
Rs. 1,27,675 crores in the state. This will further generate
1,62,500 employment opportunities.
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3 A Memorandum of Understanding is sign with 7
companies for producing Green Hydrogen. Rs. 2,76,300
crore of investment in this program will generate 64,000
employment opportunities.

1} Export Policy of Maharashtra - 2023 and integrated
sustainable Textile policy for the state is announced.

¥ New Information Technology Enabled Services Policy
approved. This will attract Rs. 95,000 crore of investment.

£} Maharashtra Industry, Trade and Investment Facilitation
Cell (MAITRI), will enable 119 facilities for industries

providing ease of access and faster services.
£} 6 Logistic Parks will be installed in Maharashtra.

i} Maharashtra is leading in defence manufacturing.
Maharashtra is the first-ever state in the country to create
a defence and aerospace policy. A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) worth Rs. 1358 crore in the defence
manufacturing sector was signed at the Defence Expo.

VIKASIT BHARAT
VIKASIT MAHARASHTRA
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

CHANGE & CONTINUITY

India has benefited from Trump and Biden administrations. But
it shouldn’t be indifferent to critical differences between the two

MONG THE WORLD’S major powers, India is arguably the least apprehensive

about the presidential rematch in the US between incumbent Joe Biden and

his predecessor, Donald Trump. Unlike most US allies, India has benefited from

productive relationships with the administrations of both. The bipartisan com-
mitment — between the Democrats and Republicans — for a solid partnership with India
has expanded since President Bill Clinton’s visit to India 24 years ago this month. The expan-
sive scope and intensity of India’s relations with the US today stand in contrast to mutual in-
difference in the Cold War years and serious tensions in the 1990s over the issues of nuclear
non-proliferation and Kashmir. In the 21st century, the US has emerged as India’s most valu-
able strategic partner, with growing engagement in trade, technology, investments, regional
security, and global governance. Undergirding the new dynamicis unprecedented political
comfort between India’s current leadership and the US establishment. Indian officialdom
has built a working relationship with both Republican and Democratic policymakers.

Yet, Delhi would be unwise to take the relationship for granted and underestimate the
importance of the impending presidential election in the US that could accelerate the re-
arrangement of the global economic and political order. The last eight years under Trump
and Biden have already heralded unprecedented change. If Trump reversed the four-decade-
old US policy of befriending China, Biden has persisted with his predecessor’s determina-
tion to confront Beijing’s expansionism in Asia and the quest to rewrite global rules. This
shared understanding of China between Trump and Biden has boosted the India-US part-
nership amidst Beijing’s aggressive policies towards Delhi. India, however, has yet to come
to terms with the changed US policy towards global trade under Trump and Biden. The two
leaders agree that the mantra of globalisation, which the US has preached for decades, has
not worked for the American working people. They also insist that global trade rules, defined
by the World Trade Organisation, must be rewritten. India’s trade policy has struggled to deal
with this new reality. While the Biden administration had not made trade policy a matter
of confrontation with India, Trump will adopt a different tone and direction. Trump prom-
ises toimpose a 10 per cent tariff on all imports into the US, demand greater access to part-
ners’ markets and refuse to subordinate commercial interests to geopolitical considera-
tions. The time is now for Delhi to develop a domestic reform agenda to effectively deal with
the inevitable changes in the global economic order driven by Washington.

Biden and Trump, however, have significant differences in the nature of US alliances in
Europe and Asia. Trump will demand that the allies pick up a more significant share of the
security burden. Their views on multilateralism are radically different. Trump is bound to
walk out of climate commitments made by the US and demand greater accountability from
the UN and its agencies. Whoever wins this election, the US role in the global order is about
to change significantly. As arising power, India has an opportunity to think creatively about
this change and seize the possibility of elevating its own position in the global hierarchy.

LET THEM SPEAK

SC's direction to educate police on freedom of speech is
reminder that legitimate dissent is central to vibrant democracy

HATTHE RIGHT to dissent is the first principle of a vibrant democracy is a truth

frequently undermined in recent years. But the Supreme Court’s (SC) reminder

that every criticism of the state, especially when within legitimate bounds, does

not amount to offence, reinforces constitutional values at a time when debate
and dissent are routinely stifled, citing hurt sentiments, national security or impediments
to communal harmony. The Court’s direction to “enlighten and educate our police machin-
ery on the concept of freedom of speech and expression guaranteed by Article 19(1)(a) of
the Constitution” underscores another crucial point: The enforcement agency’s conflation
of lawful exercise of dissent with incitement cannot infringe on individual liberty. The bench
was hearing a case against a professor in Kolhapur booked for his WhatsApp status criticis-
ing the abrogation of Article 370 and for wishing Pakistan on its independence day.

The apex court’s observation is of a piece with its earlier deliberations on the limits of free
speech. Last year, in Kaushal Kishore v State Of Uttar Pradesh, while advising public officials
to exercise restraint in their speech, a five-judge Constitution Bench had held that freedom
of speech cannot be curtailed for any reason except those specified under Article 19(2) of the
Constitution. In a separate judgment in the same case, Justice BV Nagarathna had held, “It
isonly when there is dissent that different ideas would emerge which may... assist the gov-
ernment toimprove or innovate uponits policies...” In the present judgment, quashing the
charges against the professor, the Court observed that the “test to be applied” is “not the ef-
fect of the words on some individuals with weak minds or those who see adanger in every
hostile point of view. The test is of the general impact of the utterances on reasonable peo-
ple who are significant in numbers.”

While the SC's observation pertains to the police in particular, the need for sensitisation
is felt across stakeholders, including in lower courts and among civil society. The bogey of
hurt sentiments seems to hold sway everywhere, from cricket stadiums over support for ri-
val teams, amid protests against screening of particular films in colleges or universities, to
complaints against azan over loudspeakers. They threaten to shrink the formal inclusivity
and equality of diverse viewpoints enshrined in the Constitution to a majoritarian under-
standing of freedom of expression. While exposure to landmark judgments and discus-
sions with legal experts will certainly aid the police, a resurrection of the argumentative
Indian — with faith in rational debate and in both sides being heard — will also help.
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WORDLY WISE
IN A DEMOCRACY, DISSENT IS
AN ACT OF FAITH.
—J WILLIAM FULBRIGHT

Standing up for the voter

UPENDRA BAXI

In Electoral Bonds case, by protecting individual’s right

toinformation SC has done what was expected of it

THE UNANIMOUS DECISION by the
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court,
written by Chief Justice D' Y Chandrachud
(with Justices Sanjiv Khanna, B R Gavai, ] B
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra), is a landmark
decision for Indian democracy.

The outcome renders unconstitutional
the Electoral Bond Scheme (EBS) introduced
by the Finance Act, 2017, which removed the
cap ondonations to political parties, enabled
donations through anonymous promissory
notes issued by recognised banks, and re-
leased corporate donors from any duties to
disclose the donations in their balance
sheets. The verdict underscores the need for
disclosure in corporate election funding by
recognising the rights enshrined in and flow-
ing from Article 14 (right to equality) and
Article 19 (1)(a) (right to information).
Further, under the EBS, political parties were
released from any obligation to maintain a
record of contributions thus received,
thereby accentuating the asymmetry of in-
formation and facilitating the deeper pene-
tration of big money into electoral politics.

The issue of whether the Speaker of the
Lok Sabha may characterise just any Bill as a
“money bill”, thus disempowering the Rajya
Sabha from voting, is still to be decided. But
considerable guidance now flows from the
EBS decision’s insistence that not every leg-
islative determination becomes a “financial”
or “economic development” decision,
thereby attracting the presumption of consti-
tutionality and a relaxed constitutional judi-
cial review. The individual voter’s right to
equality of information and influence repels
the astonishing argument of the learned
Attorney General, who insisted that demo-
cratic citizens have no right to know how
parties are funded.

As per the verdict, the issuance of electoral
bonds is discontinued with immediate effect
and the interim order passed on April 12,
2019, shall be in full force since that date.
Further, all agencies — political parties, the
State Bank of India, the Reserve Bank of India
and the Election Commission of India — were
directed to follow disclosure of information

The SBI moved the Court to
extend the deadline for the
disclosure from March 6 till
the end of June, citing
various difficulties in data
collection. This is despite the
Court reiterating that its
remedies for the violation of
fundamental rights begin
from the day it passed the
interim orders. The
petitioners have now moved
a contempt petition against
the SBI. The Court has not
asked for any complex
details, merely directing that
the SBI must disclose the
date of purchase of each
electoral bond, name of the
purchaser and denomination
of the electoral bond
purchased, as well as details
of each electoral bond
encashed by political parties,
date of encashment, and
denomination of the bonds.

since that date. The SBI has moved the Court
to extend the deadline for the disclosure from
March 6 till the end of June, citing various dif-
ficulties in data collection. This is despite the
Court reiterating that its remedies for the vi-
olation of fundamental rights begin from the
day it passed the interim orders. The petition-
ers have now moved a contempt petition
against the SBI. The Court has not asked for
any complex details, merely directing that the
SBImust disclose the date of purchase of each
electoral bond, name of the purchaser and
denomination of the electoral bond pur-
chased, as well as details of each electoral
bond encashed by political parties, date of en-
cashment, and denomination of the bonds.
It remains to be seen whether the Court will
resile from the proposition that the judgment
is a self-contained law, declaring as null the
non-disclosure of all relevant information
about corporate funding of elections.

The power of imposing reasonable re-
strictions is well analysed under the new-
fangled doctrine of proportionality. The doc-
trine evolves from case to case, but its
principal function is to impose self-discipline
on constitutional judicial review as a prel-
ude to constitutional discipline binding all
other institutions of governance. A clear dis-
tinction exists between “manifest” arbitrari-
ness and a “reasonable” use of power; it has
long been recognised that the power to “re-
strict” aright does not extend to the power to
altogether abrogate the right. Further, it has
been held that the law should have some rea-
sonable “nexus” with its stated objectives.
Whatis “reasonable” is now adjudged by the
proportionality test ascertaining that the
measure taken to restrict a fundamental
right(a) has alegitimate goal, (b)is a suitable
means of reaching that goal, (c) creates the
least amount of restriction possible on the
fundamental right, and (d) does not have “a
disproportionate impact on the right holder.”
According to the Court, curbing black money
was not a specific ground in Article 19 (2).
The beauty of this is that evenif the Article is
amended to include restriction on the
grounds of black money, the restriction on

voting equality fails when tested on other
proportionality criteria.

Merely having a constitutionally legiti-
mate goal is not enough; and the state should
make the showing that out of a range of alter-
natives, measures that are least restrictive to
constitutional rights have been adopted. The
Justices suggested some other less restric-
tive measures to achieve the legislative goals,
such as setting up an electoral trust, or put-
ting a cap on funding of elections by corpo-
rate power, but did not develop alternative
policies, thus fully respecting the autonomy
and the power of the executive and legisla-
tive branches of the government.

The Court went further to speak of the
double proportionality test, which signifies
a conflict between two equal rights — in this
case, the donor’s right to privacy and the
voter’s right to equality of information and
influence. It required the Court to conducta
second proportionality test. On this score,
the Court (per CJI Chandrachud) clearly ob-
served that to not grant the “umbrella of in-
formational privacy to political contributions
only because a portion of the contributions
is made for other reasons would be imper-
missible. The Constitution does not turn a
blind eye merely because of the possibilities
of misuse”. However, what the Court found
equally impermissible, as not being “least re-
strictive”, was the “blanket non-disclosure”
involved here. The scheme further suffered
from the constitutional vice of being “man-
ifestly arbitrary” because the “claim of donor
privacy ends when that of equal right of in-
formation and influence begins”.

(JIChandrachud also recalls that as early
as 1958, Chief Justice M C Chagla cautioned
against the influential role of “big business”
and “money bags” in choking democracy and
urged the Courts to prevent any “improper”
or “corrupt” influence. Critics of the decision
should ask themselves: Could the Supreme
Court of India have done any less now?

The writer is professor of law, University of
Warwick, and former vice chancellor of
Universities of South Gujarat and Delhi
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THE COMMONWEAITH FAMILY

It’s time to build on this reliable source of support and go further

DAvVID CAMERON

ON MARCH 11, some 2.5 billion of us will
come together to celebrate the
Commonwealth family. Seventy-five years
after the London Declaration, I will join this
family’s many nations, faiths and commu-
nities at a service at Westminster Abbey.

[ was the UK’s Prime Minister when the
Commonwealth agreed to a new Charter, a
milestone in our family’s history. For the first
time, we had a single document setting out
our core values and shared goals.

Today, as the UK’s Foreign Secretary, I
want our family of nations working in part-
nership to uphold these values and fulfill
these goals. [ am proud of the work
Commonwealth members do in partnership
in areas ranging from the rule of law to pro-
tecting the environment.

We are bound together by our many con-
nections and inspired by our incredible di-
versity. This makes us a strong and respected
voice in the world, capable of addressing
global challenges. It means all our citizens
can benefit from belonging to this family in
their daily lives.

Thanks to our strong ties, the cost of trade
between Commonwealth members is more
than 20 per cent lower than the costs of trad-
ing with non-Commonwealth members.

We have made enormous strides in re-
centyears in empowering women and girls,
backing 4,000 businesses owned by women
across the Commonwealth to become more
competitive. And we are working hard to-
gether to promote our values. The

These [developing] states are
already harnessing the power
of nature to tackle the causes
and impacts of climate
change. Britain is doubling
its provision of international
climate finance. Last
autumn, Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak made our
biggest-ever contribution to
the Green Climate Fund.
This will help. But the
biggest challenge these states
face is accessing
international funding.

Commonwealth came together to stand by
Guyana when it was threatened. And
Commonwealth missions have observed
dozens of elections since we agreed to our
new Charter.

The bonds our family shares matter all
the more as we face great global challenges.
[ believe this is especially true for our small
island members. Our Charter recognised
their particular needs in building their re-
silience, especially in the face of climate
change. This global challenge impacts these
states relatively  more given
their geography.

Itis to our families that we turn when we
are most in need. | want these states to know
they can turn to their Commonwealth
family today.

We have a major opportunity this year.
The Commonwealth heads of government
will be meeting in a Pacific island country,
Samoa, for the first time this October. This
gathering takes place a few months after the
once-in-a-decade UN Small Island
Developing States conference in Antigua
and Barbuda this May.

These states are already harnessing the
power of nature to tackle the causes and im-
pacts of climate change. Just look at Papua
New Guinea, protecting some of the world’s
most important forests, on which we all de-
pend. Or take the 16 Commonwealth small
island states working as part of the global
coalition committed to protecting at least
30 per cent of the world’s ocean by 2030.

We can offer much more support to
these efforts. Britain is doubling its provi-
sion of international climate finance. And
last autumn, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
made our biggest-ever contribution to the
Green Climate Fund, the largest global fund
to support developing countries in respond-
ing to climate change.

This will help. But the biggest challenge
these states face is accessing international
funding. Despite being low emitters
uniquely exposed to the threat of climate
change, they receive a minuscule propor-
tion of such funding,.

So many of these states said to me at the
COP — “we keep hearing announcements
about green finance, but it seems so hard to
get hold of the money and get projects fi-
nanced.” That is what I want to fix.

A dedicated Commonwealth hub has
helped to mobilise more than $310 million
of climate finance for our small island mem-
bers since 2016. This year, as members of the
same Commonwealth family, let’s build on
this and go much further.

This year, in Samoa, we have a chance to
show them and our other small island
members just what the Commonwealth
means. An effective association. A unique
network. A reliable source of support. In
short, a family.

The writer is secretary of state for foreign,
Commonwealth and development affairs
and former prime minister, the UK
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INDIA AND NEIGHBOURS

MRS INDIRA GANDHI'S government has
summoned its heads of mission in South Asia
for a three-day conference opening in New
Delhi on March 19. The exercise is aimed at
enabling the government to make a detailed
review of relations with neighbours. New
Delhi has largely followed the principle of bi-
lateralism; the envoys’ conference will focus
on the ups and downs of relations with
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal.

DY SPEAKER TARGETTED
THE HARYANA POLICE have spread a wide

epaper.tndianexpress.mm.. .

dragnet to catch persons who had attacked
deputy speaker Ved Pal killing his driver
and injuring his gunman seriously. Though
there is no conclusive proof about the iden-
tity of the assailants as yet, they are be-
lieved to be extremists who wanted to pick
up any Haryana VIP for their terrorist ac-
tion. The massive manhunt had started half
an hour after the attack on the deputy
speaker’s car.

PAKISTAN RECEIVES F168

PAKISTAN RECEIVED THE second batch of
six F-16s and a reaffirmation from the
Reagan Administration to “bolster” its mil-

itary might. The second batch of the “flying
falcons” was handed over to Pakistan air
force in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, according
to reports in Islamabad. The third instal-
ment of four F-I6s is expected to be deliv-
ered to Pakistan in June.

I S JOHAR DEAD

NOTED FILM MAKER, writer and comedian
Inder Sen Johar died in a hospital in
Bombay following a cardiac arrest. He was
64 and is survived by a son and a daughter.
Johar was admitted to the hospital
three days ago when he complained
of uneasiness.



THE INDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY,MARCH 11,2024

| THE IDEAS PAGE

A dialogue among healers

Modern medicine and AYUSH systems could work in unison. But transparency
and regulatory frameworks hold the key
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ANAND KRISHNAN

MODERN MEDICINE PRACTITIONERS are
being urged to be more open to working
with the traditional or alternative systems
of medicine, and to move towards an inte-
grated medicine for the larger good of the
patients. While it is appealing in principle,
it would be good to examine the practical
issues involved. Depending on the level of
integration, we can think of three scenar-
ios of existence for these two systems of
therapy. While recognising the possibilities
of hybrid scenarios, for the sake of simplic-
ity I shall call them competitive, coexistent
and cooperative.

In a competitive model, the two systems
of medicine exhibit rivalry. While individual
practitioners can always do as they please,
in this scenario, name-calling will also occur
at the systems or professional association
level. Professional associations/councils will
take a stand against each other and initiate
litigation. Both systems will compete to get
the patients to their system by pointing out
their strengths and other systems’ weak-
nesses. These could be related to effective-
ness, side-effects of their products and ex-
traneous factors like nationalism or
commercialism. In short, “allis fairina war”.

In the “coexistence” model, each recog-
nises the legitimacy of the other systems
and opts for clear boundaries to ensure that
they coexist without encroaching on others’
domain or realm. Most modern practition-
ers would let patients decide whether they
want to take AYUSH treatment. They would
advise the patients to continue the medi-
cines or accept responsibility for their dis-
continuation. If AYUSH is effective, then the
medicine dose will automatically be re-
duced. Ayurveda and homoeopathy practi-
tioners usually ask that the patients stop
their modern medicines if they want to ini-
tiate their therapy. In this model, these prac-
titioners could be co-located at a facility,
with each therapy having a separate system.
However, there is no mutual referral. In
short, the principle is “live and let live.”

The “cooperation” mode is the ideal in-
tegrative medicine model where the two
streams acknowledge what is good in the
other system and work jointly as a team to
deliver the best possible care to the patient.
This has the potential to improve the
preventive and promotive component in
modern medicine which is much too
medicine-focused.

I see four sets of challenges before this.
The first is the trust deficit between the two
groups. There have been many instances of
patients who were well or ill-controlled on
one therapy, switched to the alternative
treatment, and end up worsening or improv-
ing their disease. Most of these are anecdotal
evidence and can be quoted to justify what-
ever point of view one holds. This is wors-
ened by claims of effective cure for diabetes
or cancer by AYUSH proponents without ad-
equate evidence to support it.

The technical challenge is that AYUSH is
a heterogenous group and each of these ther-
apeutic disciplines must be dealt with sepa-
rately and would need a different decision.
Increasing evidence available on the effec-
tiveness of yoga for the management and
prevention of different health conditions has
resulted in its growing acceptance among
modern medicine practitioners. For non-

pharmacological aspects, it might be easy to
integrate once the evidence is generated. It
is the prescription of medicines
(ayurveda/homoeopathy)which will remain
a bone of contention. Can a dosha-based
management, proposed by ayurveda, work
with the standard management protocols
that are being pushed in modern medicine?

In terms of operational challenges, for a
team-based approach to work, the team
members must know their own limitations
and acknowledge others’ strengths in that
area. Modern medicine practitioners have
no idea of the AYUSH streams and cannot
make an informed decision in this regard.
They will have to accept at face value what
AYUSH practitioners are saying, which is dif-
ficult given the trust deficit. Patients them-
selves are not informed enough to take these
decisions and leaving it to them to decide is
not appropriate.

However, the most challenging aspect of
this integration would be its regulation.
Many modern practitioners prescribe some
ayurvedic pills without understanding their
method of action. This is not acceptable and
in conformity, AYUSH practitioners also
should not practise modern medicine. While
this appears reasonable, its enforcement is
currently very weak. These areas fall under
the jurisdiction of respective professional
councils. Unfortunately, councils have failed
to inspire confidence in seeking professional
accountability. If something goes wrong with
the patient, who will be held accountable?

So how do we move forward? The first
step is to get better evidence for AYUSH treat-
ments. Only this can bridge the trust deficit.
Also, use this opportunity to weed out inef-
fective treatments in AYUSH. If evidence is
available, it might be possible to build com-
posite standard treatment guidelines that
combine the best of the two streams.
However, the evidence benchmark applica-

The technical challenge is
that AYUSH is a
heterogenous group and
each of these therapeutic
disciplines must be dealt
with separately and would
need a different decision.
Increasing evidence available
on the effectiveness of yoga
for the management and
prevention of different
health conditions has
resulted in its growing
acceptance among modern
medicine practitioners. For
non-pharmacological
aspects, it might be easy to
integrate once the evidence is
generated. It is the
prescription of medicines
(ayurveda/homoeopathy)
which will remain a bone of
contention. Can a ‘dosha’-
based management,
proposed by ayurveda, work
with the standard
management protocols that
are being pushed in

modern medicine?

CR Sasikumar

ble to modern medicine must apply equally
to AYUSH therapies. This has been one of the
major fault lines in this debate. I believe that
if we look at the evidence without being in-
fluenced by extraneous considerations, we
could arrive at a consensus for certain
chronic conditions. These could be a good
starting point for a larger discourse.

Will it help if we teach these subjects to
the other streams? Ayurveda courses teach
some modern medicine concepts. Should
MBBS students also be taught all AYUSH sub-
jects? The MBBS curriculum as such is quite
heavy with never-ending pressure to put
greater emphasis on certain subjects. Adding
AYUSH subjects to MBBS will worsen the sit-
uation. One way is to not have exams in these
subjects or make them optional. However,
there is a good possibility that they will not
be read at all, and the objective would not be
served. I do not recommend this course.

A good regulatory framework that estab-
lishes rules/guidelines for collaboration,
communication, and referral between prac-
titioners of different modalities, ensuring co-
ordinated and safe care for patients with
clear articulation of accountability is much
needed. It would need to define acceptable
interventions and modality of its determi-
nation. Other regulatory issues would be re-
lated to insurance payouts, compensations,
quality of medicinal products and medicines.
This could be within the health technology
assessment framework already available in
India. The bottom line is that our approach
must be evidence-based. While some of the
issues can be addressed and evaluated in pi-
lot projects, it will not work without a strong
regulatory framework.

The writer is professor of community
medicine at the All-India Institute of
Medical Sciences, New Delhi.

Views are personal

When attention is aftection

From ‘sunte ho’ to ‘bakbak’, the long history of shushing women

SUMANA ROY

“SUNTE HO?”, “SHUNCHHO?” We hear the
history of women in these words every day;
but even the whistle of the pressure cooker
sounds more consequential than a woman
saying “Are you listening?” The history of
women has been a history of not being
heard, one that has come to solidify into a
mark of showing respect: The wife not call-
ing her man by his name, a noun, but with a
verb instead. “Suniye na?” listen to me,
please, is the opposite of the call of “Hazir ho”
ina court of law; itis a history of pleading for
attention (Attention is affection — substitut-
ing a few letters in the first word results in
the other, that is not an accident).

But attention is not an accident. Rarely is
attention available, evenrareris aresponse,
so that the woman needs to ask about the
quality of her cooking during a meal since
no acknowledgement is forthcoming. This
seeking of attention, the need to be heard —
“sunte ho?” — makes her repeat everything
she says, for she’s not sure whether he’s
heard her. Hence, the easy characterisation
of the woman as a nag: Repetition, which
can easily transform into the rhythm-en-
dowing character of the refrain in a poem or
song, sounds like nagging when it emerges
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from a concerned woman.

That the woman asking for the listener’s
attention is the norm is emphasised by the
corpus of Hindi film songs of the “suniye-
kahiye” genre where it is usually the man
singing for the woman'’s attention — it is such
a deviation from our domestic experience
that the moment has to be embalmed into a
quasi-Petrarchan romantic trope. Once past
that stage of wooing, women can speak but
they need not be heard or heeded — institu-
tions, because they are usually constructed
according to amale architecture of emotions,
are like recording studios that block out cer-
tain kinds of sounds. In that, most institu-
tions are like Julius Caesar to his wife
Calpurnia on the Ides of March.

Mary Beard, in her extraordinary essay
‘The Public Voice of Women’, writes, “ want to
start very near the beginning of the tradition
of Western literature, and its first recorded ex-
ample of a man telling a woman to ‘shut up’;
telling her that her voice was not to be heard
in public. I'm thinking of a moment immor-
talised at the start of the Odyssey... The
process starts in the first book with Penelope
coming down from her private quarters into
the great hall, to find a bard performing to

throngs of her suitors; he’s singing about the
difficulties the Greek heroes are having in
reaching home. She isn’tamused, and in front
of everyone, she asks him to choose another,
happier number. At which point young
Telemachus intervenes: ‘Mother, he says, ‘go
back up into your quarters, and take up your
own work, the loom and the distaff ... speech
will be the business of men, all men, and of
me most of all; for mine is the power in this
household.” And off she goes, back upstairs.”
Beard traces a history of nearly 2,000 years of
the public silencing of women.

I'm thinking of the domestic, the private,
even the intimate — less silencing and more of
ignoring and neglecting the sonic that char-
acterises both the subject and form of
women'’s speech. It is not just the infrasound
and ultrasound character of the female sonic
that men seem unable to hear. Some of these
seem unbearable to the tonal tolerance
threshold of men and their institutions, which
are ordered to male needs, demands, and in-
structions. Take the kind of sound called “hys-
terical”, for instance — the word hysteria, of
course, derives from the Greek “hystera”,
meaning “uterus”; it'sakind of pitch and tone
that scares and disgusts the patriarchal ear.It’s

not just the sounds that escape her mouth,
summarised in the onomatopoeia of “bak-
bak”, “kichkich”, “kaikai”; there’s also the
sound made by her hands — noisy pots and
pans signify an “alakkhi”, a noisy woman who
brings bad luck to the family.

There are only a few kinds of sonic regis-
ters that the male ear can record: Moaning
and mourning, the first of sexual pleasure, as
if grading the partner’s performance, the sec-
ond a sound of public grieving; crooning and
cursing, the first that has, as Virginia Woolf
tells usin A Room of One’s Own (1929), given
us our oral literature of lullabies, the second
the sound of Draupadi.

My mother, now unable to walk without
assistance, spends hours popping plastic
bubble wrap. But there are more conversa-
tion-less hours in her day than there are bub-
bles to burst. She now waits nervously to do
this when people aren’t around — she’s been
told that the sound of the bubbles popping
“disturbs” the house.

And yet we call it the mother tongue?

Roy, a poet and writer, is associate professor
of creative writing, Ashoka University.
Views are personal
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“For 14 million Palestinians, this might just be the worst Ramadan they will
have ever witnessed. For the sake of so many innocent, helpless, and unfortunate
lives, we sincerely hope Israel will discover some humanity in itself, and a miracle

will take place in the form of a ceasefire.”

— THE DAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

The numbers
on't add up

Contrary to GDP headline growth data,
momentum in economy isn’t robust,
requires new drivers of growth

ISHAN BAKSHI

THE RECENT GDP data seems to have rein-
forced the cheerful prognosis of the coun-
try’s economic prospects. After all, the
economy has grown at an average of 8.2
per centin the first three quarters of the fi-
nancial year. But strip away product taxes
and subsidies from the headline numbers
and the underlying momentum in the
economy does not seem as robust. Value
added by all the sectors in the economy has
slumped from 8.2 per cent in the first quar-
ter to 6.5 per cent in the third quarter, and
may well slow down further to 5.4 per cent
in the fourth quarter. The drivers of growth
are not as strong as many believe.

Let’s take a step back.

In recent years, there have been three
distinct drivers of the country’s growth mo-
mentum. First, during the pandemic-in-
duced lockdowns, household savings in
parts of the developed world, especially the
US, had surged. These accumulated sav-
ings, supplemented by government trans-
fers and loose monetary policies, helped
stimulate the household demand for
goods. As a consequence, global trade
picked up pace. India's goods exports rose
to a staggering $422 billion in 2021-22, af-
ter averaging around $300 billion for many
years prior to the pandemic.

Second, India's services exports also be-
gan to accelerate during this period.
Exports grew at 23.5 per cent in 2021-22
and 27.8 per cent in 2022-23, touching a
record high of around $325 billion. This
spurt wasn'’t just driven by traditional IT
services. Demand, especially from the US,
increased for a wide gamut of services like
professional and management consulting.
The country also became a centre for global
capability centres — these are primarily
service delivery hubs for multinationals.

Third, these years also saw a wave of
funding to startups. As per a report by PWC,
Indian startups raised around $35 billion
in2021 and $24 billion in 2022. While there
was a great deal of enthusiasm about the
growth potential of these new-age tech
companies, and the prospects of the Indian
startup ecosystem, this funding boom was
driven in part by the loose monetary poli-
cies pursued in developed economies, es-
pecially the US Federal Reserve.

This dramatic growth in exports and the
country’s technology sector had knock-on
effects on job creation and household income
and as a consequence on consumption and
investment in the economy. The Indian IT
sector went on a hiring spree. Just the five
major IT firms — TCS, Infosys, Wipro,HCLand
Tech Mahindra — saw theiremployee head-
count rise from 1.15 million in March 2020
to almost 1.6 million in March 2023.

Arapid increase in employment oppor-
tunities among the highly skilled led to a
tightening of the labour market, causing

This, in turn, triggered a boom in invest-
ment (residential real estate) and con-
sumption segments (passenger vehicles
and other high-end goods and services)
across cities that are more linked to the
technology sector. It also led to a healthy
growth in the government's tax collections.

Now, each of these drivers of growth
is closely intertwined with the US econ-
omy. Not only were goods exports more
dependent on US households, but one
could also argue that large parts of the
Indian tech sector, the ones driving the
formal economy, have, in a manner of
speaking, detached themselves from the
Indian economy and have joined the US
economy, its labour market. After all, the
services they export are majorly to US
clients. And even for parts of the technol-
ogy sector whose markets are located in
India, for instance, the new-age startups,
their funding, in large part, flows from US-
based funds. So, the ups and downs of the
US economy, its labour and consumer
markets, and the stance of the Federal
Reserve, deeply impact these segments.

As a consequence, changes in the US
economy such as the drawing down of
household savings and the tightening of
monetary policy have impacted these driv-
ers of growth. India’s goods exports have
slowed down sharply, growing by just 6.9
per cent in 2022-23, and are actually 5 per
cent lower this year (April 2023 to January
2024)when compared to last year. Services
exports have grown at just around 6 per cent
this year. Indian startups have been facing a
funding winter with fresh flows declining to
a mere $7 billion in 2023 according to re-
ports. This weakness is reflecting in the
broader economy.

In December 2023, the headcount of the
five major IT firms was down to 1.53 million.
There are reports of IT companies slow-
ing down hiring. Reports also point to-
wards the difficulties that engineering col-
leges and management schools are facing
in student placements. As employment
prospects get hit, so will household in-
come and consumption. There may al-
ready be some indications. The average
growth in home prices in 10 major cities
has slowed down from 4.9 per centin the
first half of last year (January-June) to 3.7
per cent in the second half (July-
December). Similarly, average growth in
passenger vehicles was lower in the sec-
ond half of the year as compared to the
first half. Tighter domestic monetary pol-
icy could have also played a role.

As the economy searches for new driv-
ers of growth, the government is caught in
itsown rhetoric. The contradictions are hard
to ignore. If the underlying economic mo-
mentum is really as robust as is believed, if
high growth is generating gainful employ-
ment opportunities for the millions enter-
ing the labour force, then why must the gov-
ernment provide free food to 800 million
people? Why must it continue to drive the
investment momentum in the economy?
Why is private investment, both domestic
and foreign, still tepid? And why is private
consumption growing at just 3 per cent?

ishan.bakshi@expressindia.com
The writer would like to thank Josh Felman

wages torise significantly in this segment. for his valuable inputs
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
ALL ARE WELCOME ROSY PICTURE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘NDA,
then & now’ (IE, March 8). With the BJP
dominating, coalition politics is no
longer a compulsion for the party. It’s
the partners of the saffron party in the
present NDA — looking at the head-
winds BJP is enjoying going into the
general elections of 2024 — who want
to end up on the winning side. The BJP,
in pursuit of its target of 400+ seats does
not mind allying with even small polit-
ical players, so long as it calls the shots.
It wants to make it's presence feltin ar-
eas where it has not been able to make
much of a dent. So, all are welcome.
Vijai Pant, Hempur

INDIA AND THE RIGHT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘In pursuit
of conservatism’ ( IE, March 9). The BJP-
RSS has argued that India’s ancient
civilisational democracy predated the
Westen concept of democracy and
governance. Contrary to their project
of decolonising Indian minds, histori-
cal precedents from Western conser-
vatism are used to justify its adoption
by the Indian Right. While juxtaposing
facist Hitler and Mussolini with leaders
like Lenin, he obfuscated the role of
communists and sacrifices they made
to stop Hitler. Ironically, the RSS ideo-
logue Guru Golwalkar held Hitler in
high esteem.

LR Murmu, Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A
speech, a question’ (IE, March 9).If PM
Narendra Modi’s claims of Kashmir
touching new heights of progress and
prosperity and locals being ‘able to
breathe free’ post abrigation of Article
370 are true, why is the government
delaying the restoration of statehood
to Jammu and Kashmir? The claim that
over a lakh people attended the PM'’s
meeting in Srinagar has been contra-
dicted by former CMs. Is the picture re-
ally as rosy as projected?

S SPaul, Nadia

A TRAILBLAZER

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Sudha
Murthy picked for Rajya Sabha’ (IE,
March 9). Sudha Murthy has been
nominated to the Upper House of
Parliament. She has a multifaceted
personality: A philanthropist, a writer
and the proverbial woman behind the
hugely successful entrepreneur
Narayana Murthy whom she helped
co-found Infosys Technologies. She has
more than one first to her credit: She is
the first female student to graduate
from BVB Engineering College, Hublj;
first woman computer engineer at
TELCO. She is an exemplar of a woman
who can successfully straddle the line
between home and professional life.
She is sure to inspire many.

Narendra Dani, Lucknow
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BJP asks Karnataka MP Hegde to explain

‘Constitution has to be amended’ remark

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, NEW DELHI,
MARCH 10

BJP MP FROM Karnataka
Anantkumar Hegde kicked up a
storm Sunday by suggesting the
BJP would amend the
Constitution once it secured two-
third majority in the Rajya Sabha.
The amendments, according to
the former Union Minister,
would undo the “unnecessary”
laws introduced by the Congress
to “subjugate Hindu commu-
nity” in the country.

The BJP distanced itself from
Hegde’s comments saying it was
his personal view and also
sought a clarification from him.

Speaking at an event
Saturday at Siddapur, Uttara
Kannada district, Hegde said,
“Constitution has to be amended
as Congress people have funda-
mentally altered it by introduc-

BJP MP from
Karnataka
. Anantkumar
~ Hegde

ing some unnecessary things.
Especially laws that subjugate
the Hindu community. If all this
has to change, it cannot be done
without a two-third majority,”
he said going on to explain the
numbers required to amend the
preamble of the Constitution.
The party would also need to
come to power in more than 20
states for this, the six-time Lok
Sabha MP from Karnataka said.
“Modi said — Ab ki baar 400
paar (This time it will be above
400 seats) — Why above
4007...We have two-third major-
ity in Lok Sabha, (but) in Rajya
Sabha we don't have two-third
majority. We have a small major-
ity. In state governments, we

Chhattisgarh govt
gives security to 43

BJP leaders after
murder of 2 workers

Nine party leaders have been killed in
the state since last year by Maoists

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, MARCH 10

IN THE wake of two consecutive
murders of BJP leaders in
Maoist-hit Bastar region in south
Chhattisgarh, the state govern-
ment has provided security to43
partymen, who among other BJP
workers and functionaries are
scheduled to visit remote vil-
lages for Lok Sabha elections
campaigning.

On March 6, BJP leader
Kailash Nag, 40, was shot dead in
Bijapur and on March 1, Tirupati
Katla, 49, was hacked todeathin
Bijapur. Since last year, nine BJP
leaders have been killed.

The Bastar region comprises
seven districts and has two Lok
Sabha seats — Kanker and Bastar.

Last year during the
Assembly elections when the
BJP was in the Opposition in the

state, seven BJP leaders and
workers were either shot or
hacked to death by Maoists in
the Bastar region and the neigh-
bouring Mohala Manpur district.
Last year, some leaders were
even abducted and threatened
to quit the party, which some of
them did out of fear of getting
killed and chose not to approach
the local police with a complaint.
Unlike last year when the BJP-
run Central government pro-
vided security, this time, the BJP
government in the state provided
the security, which has been cat-
egorised as X, Y, and Y+ depend-
ing on the threat perception.
The leaders given security are
from Sukma, Bijapur, Kanker,
Bastar, Dantewada, and
Narayanpur and most of them
hold the posts of treasurer, dis-
trict chief, deputy chief, head of
farmers wing, and other crucial
roles in organising BJP events.

don't have an adequate major-
ity,” Hegde said. He said NDA
winning more than 400 seats in
the upcoming Lok Sabha polls
would eventually help in mus-
tering a similar majority in the
Rajya Sabha, and coming to
power in two-thirds of the states.
BJPleader Gaurav Bhatia said
it is imperative that Hegde's re-
marks reflect his personal views
and not the party’s. “The BJP has
taken cognizance of the state-
ment made by Mr Hegde and
has also asked for clarification
from him. It must be reiterated
that every step that is taken by
the BJP, every decision that is
taken by the BJP, is always in the
interest of our country and in
consonance with the spirit of the
Constitution,” he said.
Distancing itself from the
MPs remarks, the Karnataka BJP
posted on X, “The MP Shri
Ananth Kumar Hegde’s remarks
on the Constitution are his per-

sonal views and do not reflect
the party's stance. @BJP4India
reaffirms our unwavering com-
mitment to uphold the nation's
Constitution and will ask for an
explanation from Shri Hegde re-
garding his comments.”

The Congress was prompt to
hit out at Hegde and the BJP with
senior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi saying that his remarks
were a public declaration of the
“hidden intentions” of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the
Sangh Parivar.

“The ultimate goal of Modi
and the BJP is to destroy
Babasaheb’s Constitution. They
hate justice, equality, civil rights
and democracy. They want to
turn India’s democracy into a
narrow dictatorship by eliminat-
ing the Opposition through di-
viding society, enslaving the me-
dia, crippling independent
institutions and shackling free-
dom of expression,” Rahul said.

mww
FrROM TRACTORS To TRACKS

Farmers during their ‘rail roko’ protest on the outskirts of Amritsar, Sunday. Rana Simranjit Singh

Congress president Mallik-
arjun Kharge said Hegde exposed
“Modi-RSS's devious agenda to
impose dictatorship.” “The Modi
government, BJP, and RSS secretly
desire imposition of dictatorship,
whereby they will impose their
Manuwadi mindset and snatch
away rights of SCs, STs and OBCs...
there will be no elections, or at the
most, just sham elections, inde-
pendence of institutions shall be
curtailed, freedom of expression
bulldozed and the RSS and the BJP
will destroy our secular fabricand
unity in diversity,” he said.

“Such repeated calls by the
BJP-RSS, from time to time, are a
direct assault on the unquestion-
able ethos of sovereign, socialist,
secular, democratic espoused by
our Constitution makers. Justice,
equality,and liberty are strong pil-
lars of the Constitution and any
change would be an insult to the
India envisioned by Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar,” he said.

M Farmers held a four-hour
rail roko at 117 places across
the country — 85 in Punjab, 20
in Tamil Nadu, five in Haryana,
three each in Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh, and one in
Puducherry — from 12 noon
to4 pm on Sunday

M In all, 49 trains, including
nine that were cancelled,
were affected in Punjab alone.
Kisan Mazdoor Morcha
coordinator Sarwan Singh
Pandher said, “We don’t feel
happy about it but it’s the only
way to make ourselves heard.”

B Meanwhile, the ongoing
dharna at the Shambhu
border continued as usual,
while many protesters from
nearby villages went to the
Shambhu railway station and
squatted on the railway tracks
for four hours

to prevent rerun of
Himachal crisis

SAURABHPARASHAR
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 10

IN THE aftermath of the political
crisis that engulfed the Congress
government in Himachal
Pradesh during last month’s
Rajya Sabha elections, the party’s
high command on Sunday
formed a six-member coordina-
tion committee to ensure such
an episode is not repeated.

The panel comprises Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu, state Congress chief
Pratibha Singh, Deputy CM
Mukesh Agnihotri, Health
Minister Dhani Ram Shandil, for-
mer minister Kaul Singh Thakur,
and MLA Ram Lal Thakur. The
committee’s role will be to facil-
itate communication between
the state government and the
party, something Pratibha and
others had alleged was missing.

“Congress president has ap-
proved the proposal to constitute
a coordination committee for
better coordination between the
government and organisationin
Himachal Pradesh, with imme-
diate effect,” states the notice.

Last month, the BJP pulled off
an upset by defeating the
Congress’s Abhishek Manu
Singhvi in the election for the
state’s lone Rajya Sabha seat be-
cause of cross-voting by six of its
party’s MLAs. The Congress failed
to get Singhvi elected even though
ithad40 MLAsin the 68-member
House while the BJPhad 25 MLA:s.
The Congress also banked on the
supportof three Independent leg-
islators but they too ended up vot-
ing for the BJP's Harsh Mahajan.

The BJP then called on the
Sukhu government to step down,

saying it had “lost the mandate
and trust”. But the CM remained
inoffice and managed to pass the
state Budget shortly after despite
the party’s reduced strength in
the Assembly. The six rebel MLAs
were disqualified from the House
and 15 BJP MLAs were suspended
during the Budget Session.

As the crisis deepened,
Cabinet Minister Vikramaditya
Singh, Pratibha’s son, resigned
from his post on February 28 ex-
pressing dissatisfaction with
Sukhu. But the Congress leader-
ship managed to rein in
Vikramaditya and the govern-
ment was saved.

Sources in the state unit said
the high command, withits picks
for the committee, sought to pla-
cate the two factions in the
Himachal, one led by Sukhu and
the other by Vikramaditya and
Pratibha Singh, the wife of six-
time late CM Virbhadra Singh.

Sources said Shandil, the
Solan MLA, is close to Sukhu
while Deputy CM Agnihotriisin
the Pratibha-Vikramaditya
camp. MLAs Kaul Singh and Ram
Lal, who were once close to
Virbhadra, have since moved to
Sukhu'’s side amid changing po-
litical conditions in the state.

“Kaul Singh Thakuris an eight-
time MLA who lost the 2022
Assembly elections to BJP candi-
date Puran Chand in Darang. His
daughter Champa Thakur, too, lost
the Assembly election. Ram Lal
Thakur, a former MLA from Naina
Devi, who lost to BJP candidate
Randhir Sharma in 2022, was
once close to the Virbhadra group
but later formed his own group.
Both of these politicians are eye-
ing Lok Sabha poll tickets,” said a
Congress insider.
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TROUBLES PERSIST FOR CONG GOVT IN STATE

¢ forms panel

Independent
MILA, father of
Cong rebel
booked over
‘poll offences’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SHIMLA,MARCH 10

AMID A political crisis in
Himachal Pradesh, police on
Sunday registered a case against
anIndependent MLA and the fa-
ther of a Congress rebel and oth-
ers over “electoral offences” re-
lated to the recent Rajya Sabha
polls in which six party rebels
voted for the BJP candidate.

The case against Hamirpur's
Independent MLA Ashish
Sharma and Gagret’s now dis-
qualified MLA Chetanya
Sharma's father and others was
registered on the basis of a com-
plaint by Congress MLAs Sanjay
Avasthi and Bhuvneshwar Gaur.

Ashish and Chetanya are
among the six Congress rebels
who along with three independ-
ents had voted in favour of BJP
nominee Harsh Mahajaninthere-
cently held Rajya Sabha polls.

The complainants alleged the
role of Chetanya’s father Rakesh
Sharma, a retired bureaucrat, in
reportedly arranging the trans-
portation for these MLAs. A case
of criminal conspiracy, corruption
practices and undue influence on
election has been registered, po-
lice said.

Adding a new dimension to
the current political crisis in the
state, Congress MLAs Avasthi
and Gaur filed the complaint
seeking investigation into "elec-
toral offences”, bribery and crim-
inal conspiracy in the whole se-
quence of events since the Rajya
Sabha polls held on February 27.

They alleged “horse trading
and misuse of money to influ-
ence the elections”.

SC to hear Cong rebels’ plea tomorrow

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

THE SUPREME Court is scheduled
to hear on Tuesday a plea by six
rebel Congress MLAs, who had
cross-voted in the recent Rajya
Sabha pollsin Himachal Pradesh,
against their disqualification.
The Speaker of Himachal
Pradesh Assembly, Kuldeep
Singh Pathania, had disqualified
the six on the Congress' plea for
“defying” the party whip that re-

quired them to be presentin the
House and vote for the budget.

A bench of justices Sanjiv
Khanna, Dipankar Datta and
Prashant Kumar Mishra will
hear on March 12 the plea
against the February 29 decision
of the Speaker.

The rebel lawmakers in their
plea before the top court have
made Pathania as well as state
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Harsh Vardhan Chauhan a party.

These Congress rebels, who
had voted in favour of BJP nom-

Kerala student’s death: Anti-ragging Noida airport in mind, UP plans city near Agra
panel says attack motive ‘obscure’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 10

THE COLLEGE anti-ragging com-
mittee thatlooked into the death
of aveterinary studentin Kerala’s
Wayanad district said inits report
that while he had been subjected
to physical assault by several stu-
dents before he was found hang-
ing in the hostel, the reasons for
the assault and “actual cause of
death” are “still obscure”.

] S Sidharthan, a second-year
student at the College of

Summer

AKRAMM
BENGALURU, MARCH 10

WAITING SEVEN to eight days
for water supply during summer
months is not unusual for
Siddesh Angadi, 52, a shop-
keeper. This year however, the
resident of Karnataka’s Gadag
seems worried.

“Water supply is generally
bad during the summer, but we
always get water every seven to
eight days. The situation seems
grim this year due to the drought.
While many houses have some
form of storage, it is a major
headache in areas where people
are not well off,” says Angadi.

Karnataka is facing one of its
worst droughts in recent years.
While Bengaluru’s water short-
age in has attracted national at-
tention, the situation in other
parts, especially north Karnataka,
is particularly acute. A failed mon-
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Veterinary and Animal Sciences
inWayanad'’s Pookode was found
dead in the college hostel on
February 18 in what was sus-
pected to be suicide. So far, 20 stu-
dents, including four office-bear-
ers of the SFI, the student wing of
the CPI(M), have been arrested in
connection with the case.

In the days before his death,
Sidharthan was allegedly tortured,
assaulted, and put on public trial
by the accused students. On
Saturday, the state government
decided to hand over the probe to
the CBI in the wake of mounting
protests from the Opposition and

demand from Sidharthan’s family.

While it has been reported
that he was assaulted by a group
of students over an alleged inci-
dentinvolving awoman student,
the college anti-ragging commit-
tee said “the motive of the crime
and the actual cause of death are
still obscure”. His family and
close friends have expressed
their suspicion that this was fab-
ricated after his death.

The report was made public
on Saturday. It said the majority
of the students who appeared
before the committee were re-
luctant to reveal the facts in full.

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NOIDA, MARCH 10

THE UTTAR Pradesh govern-
ment is planning to develop a
city, New Agra Urban Centre,
near Agra off Yamuna
Expressway. Officials said it will
be spread over 10,500 hectares,
around half the size of Noida.
The proposal has been initi-
ated keeping in mind the up-
coming Noida International
Airport at Jewar as one of the key
driving forces of the region.
Officials said the new city will
encourage tourism, allow new
industries which will generate

employment, along with resi-

dential complexes.
Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development

Authority (YEIDA) Thursday is-
sued a tender to select the con-
sultant for the preparation of
Master Plan 2031 for the New
Agra Urban Centre.

“Determine the carrying ca-
pacity of the YEIDA region, con-
sidering proposed Jewar
International Airport, as one of
the key driving forces of the re-
gion, and should be based on as-
sumptions of a decent and ade-
quate quality of life, based on the
acceptable/appropriate infra-
structure, amenities and the

available natural resources,”
reads the tender document in
terms of scope of work.

The consultant will assess the
potential industrial develop-
ment, including projection of fu-
ture employment. It will also
produce acomprehensive report
that will analyse the status, suit-
ability, and sufficiency of various
infrastructural facilities, utilities,
and natural resources available
and planned for the area.

The authority said the con-
sultant will provide a roadmap
avoiding potential adverse im-
plications on the existing envi-
ronmental resources, including
rich agricultural hinterland with

many canals and rivers, heritage
precincts, water bodies, and oth-
ers in compliance with other leg-
islations of the government of
India.

YEIDA was constituted for
planned industrial development
of the area along the Yamuna
Expressway. However, its major
work has been concentrated in
Gautam Buddha Nagar district
only. The new plan for a city near
Agra would be one of the major
schemes of the authority to spread
its development works. A total
1,149 villages of Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Bulandshahr, Aligarh,
Mathura, Hathras, and Agra have
been notified under YEIDA.

inee Harsh Mahajanin the Rajya
Sabha polls on February 27, later
“abstained” from voting on the
Budget.

Senior advocate Satya Pal
Jain, who appeared for the rebel
Congress MLAs, had argued that
they were only given the show-
cause notice and neither the
copy of the petition nor the an-
nexure was supplied.

Jain had said seven days were
mandatorily allowed for reply-
ing to the notice but no time was
given to them.

Prof, 8-yr-old
daughter found
dead in Hisar

Chandigarh: A professor and his
eight-year-old daughter were
found dead in his office inside
the university campus in
Haryana's Hisar district on
Sunday evening, police said.
Sandeep Goyal (35) and his
family were staying at the Lala
Lajpat Rai University of
Veterinary and Animal Sciences.
The throats of the two were
found to have been slit and their
bodies were recovered from
Goyal's office, police said. A po-
lice official said Goyal was being
treated for depression. PTI

still away, north Karnataka parched Water once in 15-20 days

soon, dotted by sporadic spells of
heavy rain last year, has resulted
ina major crisis, especially in the
arid regions of north Karnataka.
Incities like Haveri and Gadag
where water sources begin todry
up from March, residents say
they are being forced to wait for
15 days — 30in some cases — for
local bodies’ water supply. Gadag
Deputy Commissioner M L
Vyshali told The Indian Express
that it was very difficult to man-
age water supply for the city and
nearby villages in Gadag district
during the summer months.
Haveri City Municipal Council
Commissioner Parashuram
Chalavadi said the city was de-
pendent on borewells for water
supply that due to water scarcity
in rivers. “We are recharging
borewells by filling tanks in and
around the city,” he said. From
Heggere Kere — a large water
body near the city — water is be-
ing dumped to smaller tanks so

that borewells can be recharged.

From utensils to buckets,
every container at the homes of
people in the affected regions
have been deployed to store wa-
ter till the supply is replenished.
The situation has left them fur-
ther anxious about the peak sum-
mer months of April and May.

While all districts in north
Karnataka are suffering, the situ-
ationis worse for regions depend-
enton the Tungabhadradam. The
water level in the dam in the first
week of March last year was 24.56
thousand million cubic (TMC)
feet. The dam has just about 1.7
TMC of water at present.

Local administrations of dis-
tricts dependent on the dam, in-
cluding Haveri, Gadag and
Koppal, are preparing for a ma-
jor crisis in summer months.

Data from the Karnataka
State Natural Disaster
Monitoring Centre (KSNDMC)
showed a deficit of over 60 per

A queue at Gangimadi Nagar in Karnataka’s Gadag, where
residents say water is supplied only once a month. Akram M

cent in rainfall between July 30
and August 26. Seasonal data
shows odd spells of heavy rainin
the later parts of the monsoon,
reducing the deficit to 25 per cent
at the end of monsoon. However,
in the Malnad region — the key

catchment area for Cauvery and
Tungabhadra rivers — rainfall
shortage was 40 per cent.

The situation led to Agriculture
Minister N Chaluvaraya Swamy re-
marking recently that agriculture
was set to fall by over 50 per cent.

epaper.indianexpress:com .. -

Karnataka had set a target for
cultivationin82.35lakh hectarein
the 2023 kharif season. However,
drought conditions resulted in
croplossesin42 lakh hectareland.

For the farmers, the drought
situation has proved to be a dou-
ble whammy — reeling from
crop failure and now water has
become scarce. They are still
awaiting compensation from the
Centre under the National
Disaster Response Fund (NDRF).

Asfarasreliefis concerned, the
state government released Rs 628
crore — Rs 2,000 per person — as
interim compensation for 33 lakh
farmers in the state in January.
Besides this, the farmers received
two instalments of Rs 2,000 un-
der the PM-KISAN scheme over
the past eight months.

There is also palpable anger
among farmers over the PM Fasal
Bima Yojana, with many opting
out of the scheme due to inade-
quate compensation. On March

6, Haveri farmers had blocked
major roads in protest over the
delay in claim settlements.

An official in Kalaburagi dis-
trict said, “The delay in releasing
claims under PM Fasal Bima is
due to the queue system. Those
who apply for compensation first,
getit first under the scheme.”

S B Jogannavar, secretary of
Karnataka Rait Sena, a North
Karnataka farmers’ body, said al-
most half the farmers failed to get
compensation. “If a farmer dies,
their family cannot claim com-
pensation for crop loss evenif they
paid the premium,” he claimed.

Prakash Byadagi, a farmer
from Kodihalli in Haveri district,
said while the expense to grow
cotton was around Rs 18,000-
20,000 per acre, the compensa-
tion received was just Rs 2,500 to
Rs 3,000 per acre. “We should at
least get Rs 14,000 per acre”.

Though Subash Girannavar,
afarmer from Nargund in Gadag

district, is among the few who
received the compensation, he
said it was “not enough”. He said,
“In 2018, Ireceived a compensa-
tion of Rs 1 lakh for the crop cul-
tivated on 20 acres. This year, |
received just 22,000.”

In 2021, the Centre had per-
mitted Karnataka to increase the
number of work days under the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MNREGA) from 100 to 150 days
due to drought conditions. This
year, it is yet to permit a similar
demand made by the state.

As crisis mounted, the state
government identified 7,408 vil-
lages as “potentially problematic
villages” in terms of water supply.
These villages are besides the 675
villages that are already facing
problems. The CMO had said that
agreements were made with
7,340 private borewell owners for
water supply. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com
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Prime Minister

Sh. Narendra Modi

Lay the Foundation Stone of

Shamli- Ambala National Highway
(Length- 121 Kms Cost- Rs. 4890 crore)

Bhiwani- Hansi National Highway
(Length- 43 Kms Cost- Rs. 1330 crore)

And
Inaugurate

Dwarka Expressway

(Length- 19 kms, Haryana Section, Total Cost About Rs. 10,000 crore)
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(From right) Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
in conversation with

P Vaidyanathan lyer,
Executive Editor,

The Indian Express,

and Anant Goenka,
Executive Director, The
Indian Express Group

a temptation now

to experiment with a coalition

goVvL.

It’

t the Adda held in Bengaluru on
February 28, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman spoke on the next
set of reforms, probe agencies going
after black money and the Lok Sabha elections

On what worries her

There may be issues domestically but
what worries me is how things would
change externally. Is it the war, not one, two?
Is it the uncertainty, Red Sea? Or is it just
going to end? Or is it going to fester? The
crude oil price today, tomorrow, natural gas
price today, tomorrow, fertiliser price today;,
tomorrow. Those are the worries.

On navigating the Russia
and Ukraine conflict

[ think the underlying point thereis (that
we have navigated this) without compro-
mising on national interest and without in
any way hurting the Indian economy. If
sound arguments have been placed with
each of them, whether it’s the Western Bloc
nations, those expressions of Bloc no longer
hold good after the Cold War, but still I'm
saying whether it is developing countries,
the Global South or the developed countries,
or specifically whether itis the US, Russia or
Japan.Ithink(it’s) the personal kind of rela-
tionship...One may say in diplomacy, there’s
no personal relationship yet chemistry
works, right? If the leadership has such
chemistry with their counterparts, you're
able to reason out in favour of your country.
And that’s where I think, truly, our Prime
Minister has strenuously built up relation-
ships with each of the leaders that at any
point heis able to seek time, take the phone,
talk to them, explain why he wants a certain
thing done in our country’s interest and
certainly not to hurt anybody else’s interest.

When that argument gets put effectively
and that argument comes from an elected
leader with mass support, whois building a
stable economy with predictable policies, it
shows results.

FREEMBre BB wspapers & Magazines httpsiifimdihelASonly

On the next set of reforms

on agenda

Ithinkyou canberestassured about the
way in which Prime Minister Modi has han-
dled the economy — as a Chief Minister
in Gujarat and as a Prime Minister now for
10 full years.

You have consistently seen that he takes
an approach of the government as a whole.
It doesn’t work in silos. So if you brought in
a policy, it actually gets on ground because
all concerned are working towards the same
goal. There is no pulling and pushing or
people moving in different directions.

With that kind of a work culture, the one
emphasis is on system reforms — whether
you throw out unnecessary laws, whether
you remove those rules which are bother-
ing you, which are becoming an instrument
in the hands of rent seekers. Everything is
done looking at the opportunities.

Remember, even during the COVID lock-
down, when we were announcing five mini
budgets within a year, the emphasis was still
on reforms. Even as we announced a pack-
age, we were undertaking two or three
major system reforms. So the next genera-
tion reforms will certainly be on track.

On the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections

India deserves better, our future gener-
ations deserve better. We missed the bus
several times before, but we can’t now. Good
strength in the Houses, both Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha, will help India. There cannot
be a temptation now to experiment with
‘Can it be a coalition government?’, ‘Can it
be alesser numbers government?’. No. It is
such a critical time for India. It cannot be
playing around with the numbers. We need
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AJITISAAC

Founder and Chairman, Quess Corp Limited

s a critical time for India’

RAMAKRISHNAN SUBRAMANIAM
Co founder & CTO, Elever Fintech

KAMAL BALI

President and Managing Director,
Volvo Group India

RAVINDRA KP INDAR
Chief Executive Officer, APIT Agri Process
Innovations & Technologies LLP

strength in the House.

On consensus building

Everything is not in the court of the
Union government. There are issues which
are very peculiar to some states.I don’t want
to pick up on an example. There are a num-
ber of them. Many things are happening in
the states, and many states are doing it at
such speed. It’s going to set the track for
many others to follow. So it need not always
be the Centre who does it. The consensus
can come through the states.

On states in the South alleging
the Centre was unfair to them

There are positives and points of
achievement for all states in the South.
There are issues because of the weightage
that the Finance Commission gives for each
one of these factors — have you got forest
cover? What kind of population stabilisa-

tion has happened? So each one has a
certain weightage.

Now when southern states sit with the
Finance Commission, they’ll have to high-
lightit. If each of the southern states put the
arguments well and convincingly with data
in their hand, the Finance Commission is go-
ing to come up with a formulation. The
Central government has no role to play in
this except for obeying the Finance
Commission. It tells me, you give this much
per month and I have todoit.

There’s no way in which any Finance
Minister, leave alone me, can tweak it in
favour of one or the other. Even the
wickedest Finance Minister can’t do it be-
cause it’s all there. It's now getting into this
very dangerous threshold of ‘southern states
together’. You had a responsible Member of
Parliament, brother of Deputy Chief
Minister of Karnataka, say, ‘We'll have a sep-
arate southern state’. It cannot go to that ex-




CORPORATES INBENGALURU ARE
HELPING THE GOVERNMENT
IMPROVE INFRASTRUCTURE.
WERECENTLY CONTRIBUTED
RS100CRORETOBUYAMETRO
STATION. BUTIT'S PAINFULTO
PAY 18 PERCENTGSTON 100
CRORE, ESPECIALLY WHEN
YOU'RECONTRIBUTINGTO
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE
PUBLIC.WOULDIT BE POSSIBLE
TONOTCHARGEGST?

(Left to right) Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Ajit Isaac,
Founder and Chairman, Quess Corp Limited; Vishwaprasad Alva, Founder and
Managing Director, Skanray Technologies; Kamal Bali, President and Managing
Director, Volvo Group India; Jitendra Virwani, Chairman and Managing
Director, Embassy Group; Aditya Virwani, Chief Operating Officer, Embassy
Group; Aravind Maiya, CEO, Embassy REIT
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JITENDRA VIRWANI

Chairman and Managing Director, Embassy Group

IT'SAMATTER which the Council will have
totakeacallon.lassureyou, I'lltakeitup.
I'll take it up with the Council.

CRajshekar, Senior Divisional Manager, Bangalore

Nirmala Sitharaman with Dr Rashmi Saluja,
Executive Chairperson, Religare

(Left) S Devarajan, Senior Vice President, TVS Motor
Company Ltd

QUICK QUESTIONS

Jobs, monopolies, privatisation, rural
consumption, private investment.
Which of these domestic issues are
you most concerned about?

Private investments.

They’re doing fine and they will reach
the level of a unicorn. They don’t need
my advice.

The one lesson you've learned from
China’s faltering economy in the last
10years.

Russia-Ukraine, Israel-Palestine or

KAUSHIK NARAYAN China-Taiwan? Which of these three Be India. Be Indian.
Managing Director, PSN Group global issuesare youmost
concerned about? Finance or Defence — engaging with
All three. Beijing is more challenging for
which of these two ministries?

Pranab Mukherjee, P Chidambaram,
Manmohan Singh, Yashwant

Well, after Covid, I have not had any
opportunity to engage with China, so

Sinha. The one Opposition . Ican’tcompare.

FM’s budget thatyou 3

have studied closely. If youhad a grandchild
I've read all of them and she came up toyou

closely. . with her first paycheck

. and asked you for your

Your one line of advice on what she

advice to the startup . should dowith that

entrepreneurin ' paycheck, whatwould

VIKAS BHANDARI Bengaluru today who yousay?

Director Finance, APIT Agri Process wants to be aunicorn. Saveit.

Innovations & Technologies LLP

UTPALTATU

Professor & Chairman, Department of Biochemistry,
Indian Institute of Science

SARITHARAI

Asia Al reporter, Bloomberg

SANTOSH PANPALIYA
Senior VP and Head HR — Global Delivery, Infosys

DEEPA FERNANDES

Senior Consultant, MedAnter

LAKSHMI KAMATH
CFO, Skanray Technologies

PRASENJIT DAS

Vice President, Engineering, Niral Networks
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(From left to right) Deepak Shenoy, Founder & CEO, Capitalmind; Viren Prasad Shetty, Executive Vice Chairman,
Narayana Health; Vidhi Sheth; Siddharth Sheth, Executive Director, G: Corp Properties; Rakesh Asthana, Former Police
Commissioner of Delhi; Dr Rashmi Saluja, Executive Chairperson, Religare; Subramanian Krishnamani, Partner, Deloitte;
Vishwaprasad Alva, Founder and Managing Director, Skanray; Jitendra Virwani, Chairman and Managing Director,
Embassy Group; S Devarajan, Senior Vice President, TVS Motor Company Ltd

Division 2, LIC India, with (left) PN Jha, Senior
Divisional Manager, Bangalore Division 1, LIC India

VIREN PRASAD SHETTY

Executive Vice Chairman, Narayana Health
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Kala Seetharam Sridhar, Professor,
Institute for Social and Economic
Change, with (right) Varadharajan
Sridhar, Professor, International
Institute for Information Technology
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KEDAR UPADHYE
Chief Financial Officer, Biocon Biologics Ltd

TINU CHERIAN ABRAHAM
Director and Global Head — PR and Media
Relations, UST

|

SAIRATNAKAR BEZAWADA

Marketing Director, Balaji Warehousing Company

(BWC) Private Limited

NEELATATU

Managing Director, Equine Biotech Pvt Ltd
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THEPLI(PRODUCTION LINKED
INCENTIVE) SCHEME LINKED TO
R&D WILL BRING ATMANIRBHAR,
BUTPLILINKED TO JUST
PRODUCTION HAS GOT
DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS.

LEAVE THE PLI. You've got onelakh crore
given as seed money for R&Din the private
sectorinthis budget. Weare forminga SPV
(Special Purpose Vehicle) and giving them
50-yearinterest-free money, one lakh crore,
whichthey caninturngive to private R&D at
any cost they choose. Sowhenweare giving
aninterest fee for 50 years, they naturally will
giveit toyouataminimumcharge to promote

15

VISHWAPRASAD ALVA

Founder, Managing Director,
Skanray Technologies

R&D. Sowedon’tjusthave the same PLI
route, we have come up with something new.

Anant Goenka (right) with Deepak Shenoy, Founder & CEO, Capitalmind

tent... [ cannot for a moment stand next to
anybody who says, ‘We in the southern
states’, then demand.

On how Bengaluru’s business
community is different from
that in Mumbai and Delhi

They're quiet.Imean (they’re like)it’s all
right if Delhi listens to us but we can’t be
bothered about going to Delhi. But because
we are all very tech savvy, we’ll go about
tweeting, ‘Hey, Central government, you're
not doing this, you don’t take care of
Bengaluru. We are the next California’.
Second time they don’t get a response (they
say), ‘We are taxpayers, honest taxpayers.
we give so much, why are you not listening
tous? Can’tdo this.’

So Delhi businesses think they're very
close to Delhi. They can come from Noida,
they can come from Gurgaon, but Bengaluru
doesn’t budge from beautiful Bengaluru,
cool Bengaluru. Who wants to come to
Delhi? Cold winters, polluted Delhi, hot
summers and sweaty summers. But my
God, they have the power of social media to
thrash the government. Decent guys, but
very powerful guys.

Onif Bengaluruis up to
taking the Artificial
Intelligence challenge

They’re brilliant. The way in which
Bengaluru and its immediate surroundings
have given space to all kinds of startups to
work, they may be focusing on
agriculture, innovation on fin-
tech, medical treatments, bio
mix and also on the various
kinds of technology which can
be used in Al. The tools that you
get out of Al, innovation on
drones or aerospace, Bengaluru
has done brilliantly on these
startups. There’s no way you
can bring another one to com-
pete  with  Bengaluru.
Hyderabad and Noida have
seen the virtues of getting the startups.
They’re also doing well. But Bengaluru has to
be careful now. It’s like a race. You reach the
top. That is one struggle. But to stay at the
topis another struggle. And any small thing,
sentimental or other things, can disturb that
peace. We need to be extra cautious.

On corporate governance and
top startups being in a spot

Incidentally, I've also had some repre-
sentation coming to me. Only a couple of
days ago, I had an interaction with start-
ups, particularly the fintech ones. It was a
fantastic conversation. They were very
pointed, and voiced their concerns. It was
more on regular support that they may
need from the regulators, clarifications
which are periodically required because
their core business is not governance and
compliance-related issues. They are fel-
lows going about innovating in their re-
spective areas but for keeping the compli-
ance business going, they need to have a
team which is looking after it, and that
team needs the support. Otherwise, it
stresses out those who are innovating. So it
really cannot be otherwise.

The government is very much with
these startups. We want to be sure that you
will be given all the assistance because you
intend to carry on with innovation. The
compliances will have to be simplified and
will have to be made user friendly.

Scan the QR code to
watch Adda

On retrospective tax in
online gaming

No, it's been from the day when we had
the first meeting in the GST Council aboutit.
Strictly speaking, it is not retrospective. It is
very clear, the notices have gone very clearly
on what is the extent for that period. So
there’s no obligation.

The Prime Minister is very clear that we
don’t want to have any retrospective taxa-
tion, particularly in the gaming and other
casinos and other things.

People who brought in the retrospec-
tive have been thrown out by the people of
India. And the people who protested retro-
spective even being in the Opposition after
coming to power, the first thing they did
was to remove the retrospective and
through the parliamentary process. So why
have that lingering in your mind now? Our
government was the first one to remove it.
We have consistently been speaking
against this when we were in the
Opposition as well.

So retrospective and us don’t go
together at all. If some other party was sit-
ting in power today, you may ask them that
question, not us. I thinkit’s a front.

On private investment

Thereis alot of investment moving and
happening in new sectors, like renewable.
Look at the kind of investment which has
gone for green ammonia. Look at the kind of
money which is going for research in bat-
teries and storage for power. Look at the
way in which people are look-
ing at semiconductors. Look at
the investment in Rajasthan
and Gujarat, for instance, on
green hydrogen and in
Gujarat, particularly in the
Kutch area, for solar. These are
not small investments, they're
huge. Therefore, | would think
when we are looking at pri-
vate investments, we should
look at the sunrise sector. Also
take them on the count. Look
at the number of integrated steel plants
which are expanding in capacity.
Look at the advertisements which are com-
ing from Odisha. You think that’s without
money investment?

We should do a bit more rigorous un-
derstanding, work to understand what is
actually happening. By the time observers
or economic experts come up with the data,
we have indications everywhere that things
are happening,.

On corruption and the role of
investigative agencies

We are not corrupt. Tell me, otherwise
would the media have left us free for 10
years? Prime Minister Modi’s garment is
absolutely clean and I'm proud of it. But,
equally, if they (investigative agencies) are
going only to Opposition-led leaders’
places, tell me one place from where
they've come empty-handed?

Agencies should not work? They will go
after every fellow who has got black
money... | don’t mind if they are doing it
with white money. Let them get it (houses)
anywhere. South Pole. Moon. Please buy it
with tax-paid money. But if you go with
other kinds of money, of course I'll be after
you. If we don’t, India will be put on the grey
list of FATF (Financial Action Task Force).
Once you're on the grey list, your invest-
ments are not going to happen. Nobody is
going to come with money in your country.
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Bazball needs course-correction

England’s lack of robust defensive technique was thoroughly exposed in the series loss to India, and their bowling lacked bite as well

DC win humdingerto
goontopoftable

New Delhi: Richa Ghosh hit two mon-
strous sixes but paid the price for her
poor fitness as Delhi Capitals found
her short of crease to win a clifthanger
against Royal Challengers by a solitary
run in the Women's Premier League
on Sunday. Needing 17 off last over to
reach a target of 182, Richa, who
blasted 51 off 29 balls, smote left-arm
spinner Jess Jonassen for a 78 metre
straight six and another maximum off
the penultimate delivery to bring the
equation down to two runs off the fi-
nal delivery. However Richa, not ex-
actly known for being the fittest
among Indian cricketers despite brute
power in her strokes, wasn't fast
enough to beat Jonassen, who
whipped the bails off in a flash to re-
strict RCB to 180 for 7. PTI

BRIEF SCORES: Delhi Capitals 181-5
in 20 overs (] Rodrigues 58, A Capsey
48; S Patil 4-26) bt RCB 180-7 in 20
overs (RGhosh 51,EPerry49)by 1 run

Aus-NZ second Test
set for thrilling finish

Christchurch: Australia needed 202
runs and New Zealand six wickets to
win the second cricket test in what
should be a thrilling finish after both
teams had highs and lows on the third
day Sunday. Rachin Ravindra made
82, Tom Latham 73 and Daryl Mitchell
58 before New Zealand was out for
372 inits second innings after trailing
by 94 on the first. That left Australia
needing 279 to win the match and
complete a 2-0 sweep of the series.
The target, if achieved, will be the
14th-highest successful fourth-in-
nings run chase in test history. At
stumps, Australia was 77-4 with
Mitch Marsh 27 not out and Travis
Head 17. Head and Marsh batted
through the last 10 overs of the day to
save Australia from further loss. AP
BRIEF SCORES: New Zealand 162 &
(o/n 134-2)372 all out in 108.2 overs
(Latham 73, R Ravindra 82, Mitchell
58, S Kuggeleijn 44; PCummins 4-62,
N Lyon 3-49) vs Australia 256 & 77-4
in 24 overs (Marsh 27*; B Sears 2-22,
M Henry 2-37)

Mohun Bagancrush
East Bengal 3-1

Kolkata: Mohun Bagan produced
one of their finest displays of the
season to crush arch-rivals 3-1 in
their Indian Super League return leg
clash at the Salt Lake Stadium here
on Sunday. Cleiton Silva missed from
the spotin the 14th minute but since
then it was a one-way traffic for
Mohun Bagan who scored the goals
through Jason Cummings (27th
minute), Liston Colaco (36th) and
Dimitri Petratos (penalty - 45+3") to
cruise to 3-0 lead at the half time
break. Saul Crespo (53rd) struck his
maiden goal of the Indian Super
League to pull one back for East
Bengal but Mohun Bagan were back
at their dominant best and ensured
that there was no more blip to hold
on to the 3-1 scoreline. The win took
Mohun Bagan past Mumbai City in
the lead spot of the standings on
goal difference and to the playoff
spot. Both sides now have 36 points
each but Mohun Bagan have one
match in hand and remain firm
favourties for the Shield. PTI

RANJI TROPHY FINAL

With brisk 75 and early breakthrough, Shardul plays star act for Mumbai

MIHIR VASAVDA
MUMBAI, MARCH 10

SHARDUL THAKUR slashed so violently
that he resembled a sabre fencer thrusting
his sword more than a ‘tailender’ bailing
his team out in a Ranji Trophy final.

It was a length ball outside off, the kind
that most other batsmen would have
shouldered arms to. Not Shardul, who be-
gan his innings by dancing down the track
and hitting a boundary. This wasn’t as clean
a hit as his first. Playing away from his body,
the ball hit the edge and flew just over
Dhruv Shorey at gully.

Thakur stepped back, and took a deep
breath. Identical delivery two balls later,
identical response from Shardul - driving
the ball without much footwork - and an
identical outcome: the ball again catching
the edge and zooming past Shorey, this
time he gets closer than on the earlier oc-
casion.

Another step back by Shardul, another
deep breath. The very next ball, he tries to
hit it through midwicket but gets aleading
edge. The ball floats in the air, Harsh Dubey
at mid-on runs backwards and lunges des-
perately to take a one-handed diving catch.
But the ball eludes him.

“One was a really good ball. The next
two balls, it was my mistake, error of judg-
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IT’S A break Bazball would have craved for.
The most repeated word in cricket over the
last two years, even inked in the dictionary,
would slip into the edge of memory for the
next four months, as white-ball cricket
would take over; Brendon McCullum, Ben
Stokes, and their Bazballers would now re-
unite only in July.

“Nothing would change (during the
break),” Stokes would insist. Or would they?
It was the question, framed and phrased dif-
ferently, posed repeatedly at Stokes after the
defeat in Dharamsala. The England captain
was defiant and idealistic, producing an al-
bum of quotations wherein he sounded
Buddha, Bollywood bad boy and manage-
ment guru rolled into one. Sample this:
“Failure is a great teacher to sports teams. You
either let failure and disappointment eat you
up and shoot you down, and you never seem
to find a way back up.” Or taking the series,
“as a fuel to perform.” Or the warning filed
without an evil smirk: “Write this team off,
write me off, at your own peril.”

Whether Baz and Stokes would dilute
the bravado approach is indefinite, but the
defeat in India should offer them lessons
that their approach needs refinement, lay-
ers and gears, and that it has jarring imper-
fections. It held a mirror to their flaws and
cracks. At times, they lived in a floating
world of delusions. Unabashed aggression
can be exciting, it could win you games, it
could dishevel adversaries, it could panic
and confuse them. It gloriously paid off in
Hyderabad - the win, irrespective of the
outcome of the series, would be one of
their finest victories.

But it’s when they began to self-gloat,
when they began to underestimate the skill
and depth of India’s bowlers, the wiles of
their spin-trio, the lethality of Jasprit Bumrah
and the shortcomings of their own methods,
that things began to go pear-shaped.

In the end, it was the triumph of a vastly
superior bowling team. It’s often the case —
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PSG HELD 2-2 AT HOME

Paris: Ligue 11leaders Paris St Germain were held to a 2-2
home draw by Reims on Sunday after PSG boss Luis
Enrique benched top scorer Kylian Mbappe, who played
only the last 20 minutes. REUTERS
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Against as multi-skilled a bowling firm as India, England’s batsmen required more dimensions to their game. Reuters

bowlers are destiny’s men in Tests.

Rahul Dravid, the India coach, would re-
assert this: “Their experience was in the bat-
ting and they had the ascendancy with bat
in hand at that point of time and we needed
to respond. Our experience was in bowling
and we won those contests.”

Against as multi-skilled abowling firm as
this, England’s batsmen required more di-
mensions to their game than wantonly at-
tacking them. These are battle-hardened
bowlers with nearly 1,000 wickets among
them, masters of their conditions. They
couldn't be repeatedly disrupted by batsmen
constantly charging towards them or fre-

quently reverse-sweeping. The confusion
they wreak, if at all, would be temporary.

But Stokes staunchly defended their
stroke-making, using the example of Ben
Duckett. “He ran down the wicket and tried
to push pressure back on Ashwin. I said to
Ducky after, 'think how annoyed you would
be to get out to Ashwin just propping for-
ward,” he said.

“It's knowing that sometimes taking risks
brings your downfall, but when there's a rea-
son behind taking these risks that don’t quite
work out, thatis fine,” he added. One of their
key principles is not to criticise a teammate
in public.

No Plan B

But embracing risks to gloss over a weak
defensive game, as has been the case with
Duckett and Ollie Pope, is cause for concern.
Zak Crawley has a sounder technique, but he
seemed to be obsessed with the idea of be-
ing a martyr for Bazball. Every overseas bats-
man who has prospered in India possessed
a robust defensive technique against spin-
ners. Kevin Pietersen had, Alastair Cook,
Andrew Strauss and Ian Bell had too. They
could have taken a lesson from Joe Root, who
shunned Bazballing after the reverse-scoop
intemperance in Rajkot and scored a classi-
cal hundred in Ranchi. The lost-cause knock

in the second innings in Dharamsala too was
scored ina similar way. But his reawakening
came too late.

The less fiery audience could wonder
how England would have benefitted from
someone with the doggedness of Cook or
Strauss. The England of 2012 struck the per-
fect balance, a heady blend of Cook’s obdu-
racy and Pietersen’s enterprise. As history
would teach them, an age of extremes is tran-
sient. At some point, a synthesis is arrived
upon. Bazball, inits current avatar, could win
you a sprint, but not a marathon. Test series
in India requires the endurance of a
marathoner.

For England to succeed, they perhaps
need to discover a middle path. Not perhaps
as their default mode, not necessarily a com-
promise, but to show the world that they are
not inflexible hardliners, that they could hum
Madonna as much as they could rattle out
Megadeth. But if they are to reclaim the
Ashes in Australia or be successful long-term,
they need to find the balance as well as dis-
cover a few more firebrands. The bowling re-
sources are bereft of depth. Apart from Mark
Wood, they are deficient in pace. Jofra Archer
seems a lost dream; Ollie Robinson is more
Paul Collingwood these days; the spinners
are still raw; James Anderson is in the au-
tumn of his career. Their aggression has not
matched that of their batsmen.

Nonetheless, they have the capacity to
thrill. No team has tested India at home in
the last six years as the Bazballers. Apart from
the Dharamsala Test, ascendancy exchanged
hands in almost every session. In the end,
India grabbed the decisive moments and
hours, the tactics of the hosts were less ex-
treme, their tunes had different tenors, and
they were not blinded or bound by a specific
playing style,imprisoned in their own golden
cage.

Now England have to come out of it and
breathe some fresh air. Bazball would return,
but how it returns, whether it is a bolder or
toned-down version, would determine its
longevity and ultimate success. The break
could not have come sooner, for both the
concept and the word itself.

Rohit’s captaincy: Talk, listen, never lose sense of humour

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

LACK OF intensity on the field, was one obser-
vation that the pundits made after India, un-
der captain Rohit Sharma, lost the first Test of
this England series in Hyderabad. They would
connect it to the absence of Virat Kohli, world
cricket's mega star known to wind up rivals
and coax the crowd to cheer the team when
chips are down. That was in the the last week
of January.

Over the next five weeks, during the course
of the next 4 Tests, the Indian team's chatter,
recorded diligently by stump microphones,
would go viral on social media. Those who
have closely followed the intensely-fought se-
ries now see Rohit as a highly communicative
leader and say that the buzz he creates on the
field is the reason for India's stunning come-
backin the series.

In cricket, a sport with a format that goes
on for five days, captains and communication
is an interesting study. Though, the length or
frequency of conversation a captain has with
his players doesn't decide his leadership cal-
iber. Do talkers make better leaders than non-
talkers? Long team meetings or short individ-
ualinteractions? There are no straight absolute
answers to these questions. Whatever works
- is the only mantra that captains can follow.

ment,” Shardul said later. “They say luck
favours the brave. Luck went my way at
that point of time.”

The pluck-master ensured it didn’t go
to waste. In the 40s when he survived the
three attempts, Shardul went on to score
nearly one-third of Mumbai'’s runs as his
knock of 75 (69b, 8x4, 3x6) saved his team
the embarrassment of getting bowled out
for a paltry score. Mumbai were eventually
dismissed for 224 and by the time the first
day ended, it looked like a par score as
Vidarba were reeling at 31/3.

Shardul, who else, provided the first
breakthrough but, as was the case in the
semifinals where he scored his maiden
first-class century, it was his contribution
with the bat that’s of greater significance.
It’s a joke how good Mumbai’s tail, mar-
shalled by Shardul, has been this season. A
measure of it is the fact that when Mohit
Avasthi was ruled out at the last minute -
due to a niggle, thus giving the sparsely-
used Dhaval Kulkarni a chance to play his
farewell match for Mumbai - the talk cen-
tred more around whether it'll affect the
balance of the lower order rather thanifit'd
rob captain Ajinkya Rahane of a handy
bowling option.

It was also a commentary on the form
of Mumbai’s batsmen and when their mid-
dle order collapsed once again, those con-
cerns seemed genuine.

There's the famous Virender Sehwag story
from his stint as the Delhi Daredevils captain.
During a tight game, before the final over, his
main pacer Umesh Yadav asked his skipper
where he should bowl. “Bowler tu hai ya
main?” Sehwag said with a smile. That day
Umesh grew as a bowler.

In contrast, captains like MS Dhoni and
Rohit are known to micro-manage all on-field
operations. Dhoni famously would guide spin-
ners before everyball. "Jaddu, leg pe daal sakta
hai", "Rokega aankh band karke", "Dhire daal
le"” - from behind the stumps, there would be
a constant smattering of instructions.

Inthis series, Rohit has had tobe in the ears
of his younger batting partners constantly.
Several times Yashasvi Jaiswal, the series high-
est run-getter and his opening partner, would
play a risky shot - an ambitious sweep or slog
towards the corner. This would be followed by
Rohit walking down the track fuming. He
would blow his top, use words suited to a
Sunday street game to convey his disapproval.

Once in an interview, Mumbai Indians
playerIshan Kishan spoke about his early days
while playing under Rohit. Not aware that the
team was trying to maintain the ball so that
one side remained shiny and the other dry and
rough, Kishan threw the ball at one-bounce.
Rohit would give him a tongue lashing. But af-
ter the game, Rohit would convey to the new-

)

:ii\f

The buzz Rohit creates on the field is
the reason for India's stunning
comeback in the series. PTI

o

comer that things are said on the field in the
heat of the moment and what happensonthe
field, stays there. This was an approach that
worked, Mumbai Indians would win 5 IPLtitles
under Rohit.

The great Imran Khan too was known for
his colourful on-field and dressing room "hair-
dryer” treatment. On the field, he would use
choicest words to both pull up a player or mo-
tivate him to have a go at the rivals. But till date,
his team mates see him as alarger than life fig-
ure who groomed them and made them bet-
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Mumbai’s Shardul Thakur plays a shot against Vidarbha on Sunday. Pradip Das

Green mirage

Like the rest of Mumbai, the Wankhede
has been a construction site for what feels
like ages. Stands covered, almost entirely,
in dust and, partly, with unsightly brown
or green cloth.

One area was left untouched - the 22
yards in the middle that had enough green
cover to command the attention of envi-

ronmentalists. It looked for a while that the
lively dense grass deceived Vidarbha, un-
til a frantic 34-minute period rocked
Mumbai. During those crazy few minutes,
the ball swung and spun and the batsmen
edged and missed the line as Mumbai lost
their entire top order.

While Mumbai’s change of personnel
seemed steeped in sentiment, Vidarbha’s
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Rohit's viral chatter shows him
as an established leader, who
isn'tinsecure. It also shows that
he has time for his juniors, ears
for the seniors in the team and
has a sense of humour.

ter players. The world knows Imran for the tal-
ented prodigies around himbutlessis spoken
about the seniors who were his sounding
boards. There was Javed Miandad who Imran
would constantly consult when the team was
in trouble. Before the Test, he would take in-
puts from Mudassar Nazar on how the pitch
would play. They would be his key ministers,
they would be his brain bank, Imran kept them
in conversations, valued their point of view.

Before the Dharamsala Test, Rohit, touched
upon the conversations he had with two of his
senior spinners - Ravindra Jadejaand R Ashwin
- when things got tough on the field. There is
also the thinking mind of Jasprit Bumrah to tap
into. "Suddenly sometimes you have to change
on the field looking at how things are moving,
Iam glad that I got a lot of these guys who un-
derstand,” he said.

Among Rohit's popular on-field conversa-

Shardul walked in at that critical
stage when Mumbai were six
down and completely on the back
foot. They hadn'tscored a
boundary for 108 balls.

tweak was more strategic, replacing offie
Akshay Wakhare with left-arm spinner
Harsh Dubey given the right-hander-heavy
Mumbai batting. Like a workhorse, Dubey
held one end up and kept a tight leash on
the Mumbai batsmen, who were off to a
brisk start with Prithvi Shaw and Bhupen
Lalwani scoring at an ODI pace. Dubey dis-
missed Shaw, who went for a needless
slog-sweep after playing well for his 46, be-
fore delivering a double blow by getting rid
of Musheer Khan and Rahane.

From the other end, the pacers - Yash
Thakur, Umesh Yadav and Aditya Thakare -
were doing just enough to extract all they
could from a surface that had something in it
for them. They kept probing the fourth-
stump channel and frequently beat the edge,
especially in the first hour. Their disciplined
bowling bore rewards as Mumbai lost their
first four wickets just before lunch while an-
other two were gone within five minutes of
each other soon after the match restarted.

tions on social media is one about umpire
Virender Sharma during the T20 series against
Afghanistan. It showed the confidence of a
proven leader who isn't insecure. That T20
game was after Rohit was dismissed fora duck
inthe earlier two matches. Atthe start of the in-
nings in the third game, a ball after deviation
went past fine leg. To Rohit's surprise, the um-
pire signalled leg-bye. "Arey Viru, thigh-pad
diya kya pehla four? Bat laga tha! (Hey Viru,
did you signal for the thigh pad on the first
four? I hit that with my bat!)," he said. He was
ready tolaugh about his zeroes and even about
his plea to the umpire.

It brings to mind a famous conversation
cricket's sharpest brain, the great Mike Brearley,
had with his trump card Ian Botham. In the for-
ward of his famous book - Art of captaincy -
former England player Ed Smith mentions the
episode and also interprets it.

Smith writes: "Passing lan Botham at the
nets, Mike famously joked. "Want to get your
confidence up, lan?" - the implication being
that Mike's batting would make Botham's
bowlinglook good. Only an established leader
would find it so easy to play himself down.

There is a larger message in Rohit's viral
chatter. It shows him as an established leader,
who isn't insecure. It also shows that he has
time for his juniors, ears for the seniors in the
team and has a sense of humour.

Shardul walked in at that critical stage
when Mumbai were six down and com-
pletely on the back foot. They hadn't scored
a boundary for 108 balls. It was a situation
not too dissimilar from the semifinal
against Tamil Nadu. And just like he sys-
tematically dismantled the TN bowling at-
tack, it was Shardul's uncluttered, counter-
attacking innings that seized the
momentum. A minor tweak, he said, has
been key to his batting revival. Recently, af-
ter amatch at the BKC ground, Shardul met
former first-class cricketer Vilas Godbole.
“He told me to keep my knees flexed and
hit the ball,” Shardul said. “That's the fine-
tuning I did in the last two games.” Shardul
makes it sound easy. At the crease, he made
it look easy as well as he plundered the
Vidarbha bowlers.

He eventually ran out of lives while try-

ing to go big in an attempt to shield
Kulkarni, something he might not have
done with Avasthi at the other end. But by
the time the teams walked back to the
pavilion at the end of the day, it didn’t mat-
ter. Shardul had triggered a mini-collapse,
ably supported by Kulkarni, that left
Mumbai in control of the final.
BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai 224 all out
(Shardul Thakur 75, Prithvi Shaw 46; Yash
Thakur 3/54, Harsh Dubey 3/62) vs
Vidarbha 31/3 (Atharva Taide 21*; Dhawal
Kulkarni 2/9).
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Liverpool and
Man City play
out 1-1 thriller

LORIEWING
LIVERPOOL, MARCH 10

ALEXIS MAC Allister fired home a second-
half penalty as Liverpool salvaged a point
against Manchester City in a breathless 1-
1 Premier League blockbuster at Anfield on
Sunday that left Arsenal top of the table.

Liverpool are second but level on 64
points with the Gunners, with 10 games
remaining of a thrilling three-way title
race.

Holders City, who are unbeaten in 21
games across all competitions, are third on
63. Arsenal climbed top with their 2-1 win
against Brentford on Saturday.

City looked poised to hand manager
Pep Guardiola his second victory in nine
trips to the cauldron of Anfield when John
Stones lost his marker to tap in Kevin De
Bruyne's corner from close range in the
23rd minute.

Stones leapt onto the barrier in front of
the visitors' fans and shook both fists in cel-
ebration.

The cheers were deafening when Mac
Allister slotted home from the penalty spot
past Ederson in the 50th minute after the
keeper had sent Darwin Nunez flying
through the air with a rash challenge in the
box.

Buoyed by the goal, Liverpool kept
pressing and had numerous near-misses.
City's Jeremy Doku hit the post against the
run of play, as both sides had to settle for
the second draw this season between the
two titans. REUTERS

Alexis Mac Allister celebrates after
scoring the equaliser. AP

Next-Gen steps up

Tokyo medallists
Bajrang, Dahiya upsetin
Olympic qualifier trials

NIHAL KOSHIE
SONIPAT, MARCH 10

THREE TIMES Rohit bent down and touched
Bajrang Punia’s feet after he had defeated the
knackered-out Olympic bronze medalist 9-3.
Rohit, aformer national championin the 65 kg
category, did not gloat over the big win. The
Bajrang he fought during the national trials on
Sunday wasn't the force he once was, Rohit
voiced.

"The last time I competed against him,
Bajrang was strong and fast. Today was dif-
ferent,” Rohit said after his first win over
Bajrang.

Sunday was aday of upsets at the wrestling
national trials at SAlSonipat. Bajrang's loss to go
with Tokyo Olympics silver medalist Ravi
Dahiya's and the next generation stepping up
torepresent Indiain Asian and World Olympic
qualifiers was also the storyline of the trials.

Rohit will remember the day as being bit-
ter-sweet. His loss in the final to the current na-
tional champion Sujeet Kalkal, the under 23
Asian champion, was a setback.

There was also a passing of the baton be-
tween two Chhatrasal trainees in the 57 kg.
Aman Sehrawat, a star-in-the-making, beat
Dahiya for the first time. The 57 kg trials were
conducted in the Nordic format and Sehrawat
and Dahiya were in the same group. The an-
ticipated clash between an established starand
a future one lived up to its billing. Dahiya, de-
spite training only for a couple of months be-
fore the trials after an ACL injury and surgery
gave it his all but lost by the narrowest of mar-
gins - first to Sehrawat and then Under-20
Asian Champion Udit.

Despite a late fightback from Dahiya, Aman
edged out the senior wrestler 14-13. Dahiya al-
most turned the tables from 13-4 with an
eight-point surge. Dahiya then lost 8-10 to Udit
which ended his chance of entering the semi-
finals. Udit too, like Rohit did when he beat
Bajrang, touched Dahiya's feet at the end of the
bout. Dahiya had made last-ditch video refer-
rals in both bouts but the judge's decision did-
n't go his way.

Alittle later, Bajrang too lost the semifinal

Bajrang Punia (L), one of the prominent faces of the protest against former WFI
president Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, lost his semifinal on Sunday. Gajendra Yadav

to make it a day to forget for the struggling
Olympic medallist. Bajrang took a few mo-
ments to soak in what happened and then
walked out of the wrestling hall and into a
waiting car.

Neither did Bajrang, or his opponent Vishal
Kaliraman turn up for the third-fourth place
playoff bout. Bajrang looked rusty when he just
about managed to beat Ravinder in his first
bout, which ended 3-3 but was awarded to the
senior wrestler on criteria.

Both Olympic medallists have had setbacks
over the past year. Bajrang, one of the promi-
nent faces of the protest against former
Wrestling Federation of India president, Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh lost out on training time
last year. He was exempted from the Asian
Games trials but returned empty-handed from
Hangzhou. In preparation for the trials, Bajrang
trained in Dagestan, a wrestling hub but the
30-year-old looked like a shadow of himself.

Dahiya is back on the mat after recovering
from an ACL injury that required surgery.
Though he wonabronze in January ata Grand
Prixin Nice it was in the 61kg category. Aman,
now sharper and quicker, and with his first win
over the senior wrestler seems to be ready to

How Satwik-Chirag employed a variety
of attacks to win French Open title

SHIVANINAIK
MARCH10

THERE ARE fewer things more entertain-
ing in sport than compulsively winning.
Badminton's Boe-ball that Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty dish out rou-
tinely, puts a lot of store on winning every
point, turning every shot into a dart aim-
ing for bullseye.

Their bravado and the bashfulness, the
derring-do and the defense, the no-holds-
barred smash, and the tightly concealed
deception are all geared towards this un-
satiated pursuit of winningness.

Three finals might be lost on the trot, in
the process. And an Olympic gold might get
won on a canter someday. But in the here
and the now and today of this moment,
Satwik-Chirag, shepherded by coach
Mathias Boe, have won once again. The
French Open was pocketed without drop-
ping a set, and the final opponents hap-
pened to be Taiwanese Lee Jhe-Huei and
Yang Po-Hsuan, who were tamed 21-11, 21-
17.

"Feels good. But next week there's an-
other tournament,” Chirag Shetty would
casually tell the BWEF after picking their sec-
ond French crown, a Super 750 at the
Olympic venue. Birmingham - the said next
tournament - tends to make Indians a little
jumpy, a tad sentimental because it's the
All England.

But for Satwik-Chirag, it might be as
simply zoomed and zoned in as the
next tournament to be won. Or at least Boe-
ball would steer them into thinking that
way.

This week in Paris has seen Satwik-
Chirag in a slightly different mode. They
won Korea last season on fast courts, play-
ing all-out aggressive attack - the conven-
tional zipping down smashes.

In Paris, the conditions wavered from
one day to the next. But the Indians merely
attacked in different ways, even if the shut-
tle wasn't raining down on the Taiwanese
from altitude.

First, there were the attacking openings,
that Boe calls 'the service situation'.
Historically a defensive shot in badminton,
though doubles players always loved to
give it a zing, Satwik-Chirag have in their
repertoire some dozen variations of the
serve.

Chirag barely swivels, yet both him and
Satwik caught Yang-Lee unawares so many
times on the return, that the Taiwanese
were actually pressured into trying funny
things when serving and crumbling into
many service errors themselves just to
keep up.

Boe insists on aggressive first three
shots of an exchange, and the Indians kept
the pressure up, even as they ran away with

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy (L) and Chirag Shetty beat Taiwanese pair Lee Jhe-Huei
and Yang Po-Hsuan to win the French Open title on Sunday. Badminton Photo/BAI

a 14-6 lead in the opener. Yang-Lee hit hard,
and Satwik later chuckled about how he
wondered how opponents felt "when fac-
ing Chirag-Satwik."

But the Indian defense stayed sturdy.
Chirag has even perfected a high, heavy lift
from a deeply defensive position which
bought Indians time as well as points, be-
cause it threw the opponents out of posi-
tion, with some cute harakiri incited along
the backline.

Then there's the aggressive Chirag push
which he first played at 6-4. The power and
speed make it an attacking weapon, but it's
the deception that really sets up the win-
ner. His arm is poised to turn the shuttle
right, but his wrist twirls it to the left, and
Satwik would finish with a kill into the
open space.

Perhaps the sharpest attacks of the day,
from Satwik, Chirag and Yang as well were
the slantways low altitude smashes. Yang
for most part, and Lee once in the second
when the Taiwanese led 9-8, pulled the
mid-length shuttles from the sides and di-
rected it at angles, coming sharply into op-
ponents.

Mostly, the target was bringing it across
into Satwik's body and testing his awkward
angle defense. They succeeded too. But
mostly, it was the two Indians with criss-
cross attack, and sharp flatter smashes at
high speed that got the Indians a bunch of
points including at 21-11.

Chirag's other gems were his fluid ma-
neuvering from below the tape and the
speed of his reflexes truly boggled Yang-
Lee.

Satwik meanwhile served deftly, was-
n't shabby at the low defense, and was
lightning quick at the net.

There was a classic S-C 1-2, first Satwik
smashed right down the middle, then
Chirag got a whistling word in, leaping
right behind him at 8-7.

And to spice things up, the chair umpire
declared one return a double hit, which
riled Boe, and uncoiled Chirag mightily, af-
ter which the slantways attacks
never stopped pricking like a pierced
voodoo doll.

From leading 11-10 to 14-14, amidst I'af-
faire 'double hit’, both Lee and Yang had
multiple service errors - into the net, and
the flick serve ballooning long.

At 15-14, the Indian attack decided to
turn ruthless. And the Taiwanese hopes
were stubbed into the ash tray. At 17-14,
Satwik had had enough of the polite edge-
wise attack.

So he buried a smash right down the
middle.

No one is losing sight of the Olympics
gold, which Satwik-Chirag realistically can
nail down. But Boe-ball dictates that a few
more titles are also won with five months
to go before Paris.

"We thought we won't think much. Just
be happy and have fun and let them earn
the points and the match," Satwik said. He
had no intentions of letting them anywhere
near a win though.

Some athletes like winning to be a habit.
Some like Satwik-Chirag make it a com-
plete habitat of their existence. Fun is had
along the way.

take over the reins in the 57kg category.

Like Aman, the other young wrestler to
watch out for is Sujeet from Dadri. Before the
Asian Games he had challenged the exemp-
tions from trials for Bajrang. He has emerged as
the one to beat after becoming national cham-
pion in February and winning the trials a
month later. Both Aman and Sujeet used the
fitley (leg-lace) move to stun their respective
opponents in the final.

"Today I got an opportunity to showcase
my talent and skilland I gave it my best," Sujeet
said. "The 57kg and 65kg are two categories in
which Indiais strong at the Olympics. Itis abig
responsibility now that I am going for the
Olympic trials. It gives me joy, but at the same
time [ know it will be tough,” Sujeet said.

He will step into the big shoes of a four-time
world championship medalist and an Olympic
medalist. Even if he wins a quota place for the
Olympics, Sujeet will have to beat the winner
of the trials at the end of May to guarantee his
Paris trip. On the walls of the Sushil Kumar-
Yogeshwar Dutt Wrestling hall were life-size
posters of giants of the sport with medals in
their hands. Sujeet, like Aman, has a high bar to
Cross.

Aman takes sweet
revenge on Dahiya

NIHAL KOSHIE
SONIPAT, MARCH 10

WRESTLER AMAN Sehrawat did one thing
as a routine since losing the 2022
Commonwealth Games trials to Olympic
silver medallist Ravi Dahiya.

He watched the video of the bout in
which he was soundly thrashed. Again and
again, everyday, he says. The 10-0 result
had rankled 20-year-old Aman, six years
Dahiya's junior.

“It was not easy, not a single day has
passed since the Commonwealth Games
till this morning when I did not watch that
video.

“It was not easy to beat him today. There
was pressure but it feels good to have my
first win over him,” Sehrawat said.

On Sunday, Sehrawat's 8-4 lead became
13-9 before Dahiya closed the gap to 14-11
and then 14-13. Sehrawat said he started
to defend like his life depended on it when
Dahiya launched his comeback. “Today,
maybe after injury he wasn't fully back in
shape,” Sehrawat added.

The takeaway for Sehrawat from watch-
ing the Commonwealth Games trial video
on loop was how he was overawed because
he was fighting an Olympic medallist.

“Looking back, while watching the
video, I felt that I was in awe of an Olympic
medalist. [ went by the reputation of the

wrestler. [ did not fight the way I should
have. I let him (Dahiya) get to me,”
Sehrawat said.

He does not want to comment if
Sunday's win is the changing of the guard
in the 57kg category, but is confident that
he can fill the big shoes. Dahiya lost to
Sehrawat and Udit at the trials.

Both Dahiya and Sehrawat are from the
famed Chhatrasal akhara.

They trained in the same hall ahead of
the national trials but on different mats and
with different sparring partners. “I do keep
aclose eye on his technique and try to learn
from him.”

Sehrawat said his focus would now shift
to the Asian Olympic Qualifiers.

“I' have to study the best wrestlers from
Asia. I feel that I can win an Olympic gold
but first I need to book my place in the
Indian team,” he said.

In his first bout of the day against Udit,
Sehrawat conceded four points early be-
fore winning 12-4.

He faced the same opponent in the fi-
nal and used the leg lace to outclass Udit
10-0in less than a minute.

“After my first bout, the coaches
pointed out that I was very sluggish at the
start. They said why give an opportunity to
someone else to represent India at the
Olympics trials.

“Idecided I would go all out in the final
and it worked out well for me.”

Aman Sehrawat (R) took down Tokyo Olympics bronze medallist Ravi Dahiya at

the trials on Sunday. Gajendra Yadav
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114 Road Projects worth over Rs.1 Lakh Crore .~ M7z 4 ity
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ncluding )warka Expressway e
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~» Narendra Modl c:ime minister

(through Video Conferencing)
On 11" March, 2024 at 11.30am at Gurugram, Haryana

Inauguration —

Delhi Urban Extension Road — Il (1 Pkg) Anandapuram — Pendurthi - Anakapalli Section, NH-16 Reconstruction of Murgathal — Dhanbad, NH - 218
Dobaspet - Hoskote (2 Pkg) Gundugolanu - Kalaparru Section, NH-16 (1 Pkg) Reconstruction of Sunderpahari — Dharampur
Aurad — Bidar section, NH-161A NH-333A

Vijayanagaram Town Bypass on NH-26

Keral Thalassery - Mahe bypass section, NH-66 Andhra Gurajanapalli — Avanigadda section, NH-216 (3 Pkg) Jharkhand Reconstruction of Rupnarayanpur — Jamtara, NH-419
Mukkola Junction — Kerala / Tamil Nadu Border, NH-66 Pradesh Reconstruction of Gumala - Kolebera, NH-23
Link road between Murukambattu — Cherlopalle,
West Berhampore — Farakka Section, NH-12 NH 69 in Andhra Pradesh Reconstruction of Sultana - Birhu, NH-100
E Landing Facili Bal - Kh
w 12::::3':“:{":&‘ ng Facliity on Balasore g nﬂﬂr&ﬂﬂ"i to Jealugumilli. NH 516D t1 Pt'ﬂ] Ranchi Bypass, NH-33 (1 Pkg)

Wadpale - Bhogaon Khurd, NH-66

Himad Ki - Nerchowk section of NH-21 (2 Pk
m = RSO AN ( 9) Sitamarhi-Jaynagar Section, NH-227
Kashedi Ghat-Parshuram Ghat section, NH-66

mm Lucknow Riﬂg Road {3 th ]' Ehﬂp\\"ﬂ to Bﬂﬂ_fﬂ* NH-727
Maharashtra Wadigodri — Dhangripimpri, NH-753H

Elevated Highway Between Samrala Chowk - Ahmednagar bypass — Kharwandi, NH-61
Ludhiana Municipal Limit Bihar

Malout — Abohar-Sadhuwali section, NH-62 & 7 RIS = SOMit - S Saguaper. 101 00G

Construction of RoB in Araria & Thakurganj, NH-327E

ROB in Mania and Pranpur, NH-81

I'l.lﬂﬁ Malout — Mandi- Dabwali of NH-9 Strengthening near Coimbatore, NH-181 Parsoli - Rampur, NH-28B
ﬁ:ln;:]r;:tinn of RoB and Bridge on Satluj River, Tamil Nady  Bridge at Villupuram — Puducherry, NH-45A Norouper < Purnen Socilon of NIEA51A
Construction of two ROBs Moga - Makhu & Harike - Flyover at Periyanaickenpalayam Junction -

Khalra, NH-703B Coimbatore Outskirt Sangariya - Bikaner (2 Pkg)

Foundation Stone Laying

Bengaluru - Kadappa - Vijayawada Economic
Corridor (14 Pkg)

Tadipatri to Muddanur, NH-67

B.Kothapalli Junction - Gorantla, NH 716G

Rajasthan
Ambala Chandigarh with spur to Lalru, NH-205A
Thoppur Ghat section in Dharmapuri - Salem section,
NH-44 Beas-Mehta-Batala-Dera Baba Nanak, NH-503D
(1 Pkag)
Tiruvallur to Tamil Nadu / Andhra Pradesh border, NH716
Moga - Bagha Purana — Bajakhana, NH-1058
YTamilnad Widening of 11 stretches from Karur — Coimbatore
Somayajulapalli — Dhone Road, NH — 340B an L NH 81 Punjab Jalandhar Bypass
Seetharamapuram - Duttaluru Section, NH-167BG 3:::33?;:&% nfuﬂﬂsgénhes from Cuddalore - Amritsar-Bathinda (1 Pkg)
Kurnool / Kadapa Border-Jammalamadugu section . LR ey el AL T
NH-167K Achampathu - Viratipathu, NH-85
Andhra Delhi-Amritsar-Katra Expressway, NE-05 (1 Pkag)
Pradesh Vodarevu - Chilakaluripet, NH-167A (1 Pkg) Shamli Ambala, NH-344GM (3 Pkg)

Mudireddypalli — CS Puram via Kadapa / Nellore Bhiwani — Hansi, NH-1488 Gavadka- Bagasara, NH 351 (1 Pkg)

Border, NH-167B (2 Pkg) Vav Chokdi- Satlasana - Vrundavan Chokdi, Kheralu
Hamirpur Bypass NH-58

Mydukur to Badvel Section, NH-67

Sihuni to Rajol section, NH-154 (1 Pkg) Narol Junction - Sarkhej junction, NH 47

Kurnool- Mandlem - Atmakur Section, NH-340C (2 Pkg)
Thanpuri to Parour Section, NH-154 (1 Pkg)

5.2 km Raniganj B , NH 16
Chennai-Tirupati (1 Pkag) m Raniganj Bypass

Puttaparthi-Koduru Section, NH-342 Mahanar to Bachhwara, NH-1228

Belgaum-Hungund-Raichur, NH-748A (6 Pkg)

Pokharia More — Govindpur, NH-419

Jharkhand

Chapra-Manjhi Bypass connecting NH-19 and NH-85 Giridih town, NH-114A

=820 Kanpur Ring Road (2 Pkg) Rudrapur Bypass
Benefits of the Project
Dwarka Expressway will T : - 3 o High speed corridor for Bengaluru Vijayawada Kanpur Ring Road,
facilitate smoother Traffic With immensely help in Direct connectivity commercial vehicle, Economic Corridor will Lucknow Ring Road and Easy market access to
flow between reducing air pollution in to IGI Airport & improvement promote industrial other bypasses will produce of local businessmen
Delhi- Gurugram Delhi NCR Yashobhoomi in logistic movement development | decongest the urban areas and farmers
In the August Presence of
Bandaru Dattatraya Manohar Lal Nitin Gadkari
Governor, Haryana Chief Minister, Haryana Minister of Road Transport & Highways .
Rao Inderjit Singh General (Dr.) V.K. Singh (Retd.) g
Union Minister of State (1/C), Union Minister of State, Road Transport & =
Statistics and Programme Implementation, Planning & Corporate Affairs Highways and Civil Aviation E
&

and Member of Parliament & Member of Legislative Assembly

Building a Nation, Not Just Roads

zaViore Bewspapers & NMagazines : - e =1 B T BN
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WE HAVE A SMALL MARKET BUT HAVE SOME OF THE LARGEST COS: OFFICIAL

‘India has the openness to make free
trade deals it lacked 10-15 years ago’

BUSINESSES IN Switzerland
saw India’s trade deal with
Australia and the UAE as a sign
of openness, which was not vis-
ible in a decade ago, Swiss state
secretary for economic affairs,
HELENE BUDLIGER ARTIEDA,
said in an interview with RAVI
DUTTA MISHRA. The “ambi-
tious” nature of the investment
commitment is a reflection of
the confidence in India's
growth prospects, she added.
Edited excerpts:

How crucial is the timing of
the deal amid UK & EU talks
with India?

We wanted to get the deal
done before the elections.
Swiss companies see it as an
advantage over some of their
direct competitors in Europe.
This is a process which I inher-
ited... The negotiations had
first started 14-15 years ago.
When India signed a deal with
Australia and UAE, we got the
sense that maybe this is the
window of opportunity and we
need to get it done before
(India’s) elections.

How will ‘investment
commitment’ work when
sovereign funds are kept
out?

We have agreed on a start-
ing point. The EFTA investment
in 2022 stood at $10.7 billion. It
will run for 15 years. We will
have a monitoring mechanism.
We gave ourselves a threshold
of $50 billion after 10 years and

then therestin five tions will happen.
years... Once the grace pe-

It will be moni- riod is over and if
tored. And we also 3 we could not agree,
have arebalance or India would have
recalibration THE EXPRESS unilaterally the
clause, should you, possibility to par-

in your part of the

INTERVIEW

tially or temporar-

world or in my part WITH ily reduce market
of the world, have a HELENE access.

major security cri- BUDLIGER

sis breakout or ARTIEDA Current EFTA
shouldwe havean-  SWISSSTATESECRETARY  jpyestment in
other pandemic or FORECONOMICAFFAIRS  Ipdja is around
any force majeure $10.7 billion. In 15
that would not allow for Swiss  years, the investment

companies or EFTA companies
to come to India in such mas-
sive numbers, then we could
have a conversation and recal-
ibrate the objectives...

If it goes very well, then we
can also recalibrate the other
way around. We'll do that after
15 years. The conversation will
start at subcommittee level.
After 15 years, a five year grace
period is when these conversa-

FPI inflows pick up
in March, investors
inject 11,800 crore
in equities so far

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MARCH 10

AFTER KEEPING away from the
Indian markets in February, for-
eign portfolio investors (FPIs) are
back in the month of March. FPIs
are turning steady buyersinIndia
with net buying of equity worth
Rs 11,823 crore up to March 8.

FPIs were big sellers in
January (Rs 25,744 crore out-
flows)and very modest buyersin
February (inflows of Rs 1,539
crore).

“There are mainly three rea-
sons for this renewed interest in
India. The Indian market is show-
ing greatresilience and every dip
is getting bought. FPIs have been
forced to buy the same shares
which they sold at higher prices,
which is a losing game,” said K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services. The benchmark Sensex
hitarecord high of 74,085.99 and
closed the week at 74,119.39 on
Friday. Further, US bond yields
have been steadily declining. The
10-year yield has declined from
above4.3 per cent to4.08 per cent
now, halting the switch from eq-
uity to bonds.

The FPI strategy of selling eq-

—— BRIEFLY —

Brajesh Kumar
Singhisnew
Exec Director,
Indian Bank

Chennai: Public sector Indian
Bank on Sunday said the
central government has ap-
pointed Brajesh Kumar
Singh as its Executive
Director fora period of three
years, the bank said on
Sunday. Prior taking up the
new responsibility, Singh
was serving Bank of Baroda
asits Chief General Manager
- Human Resources. Singh,
anagriculture graduate from
Allahabad  Agriculture
Institute, has banking expe-
rience of over 28 years and
has held various responsibil-
ities in Bank of Baroda in-
cluding Credit Officer,
Branch Head, Regional
Head.PTI

FREE M&ie J§wsp

uity in emerging markets to buy
US bonds has stopped, he said.
The Indian economy is grow-
ing at better-than-expected rates
and this will have a positive im-
pact on corporate earnings and
consequently on the stock mar-
ket. FY24 GDP growth is likely to
be around 7.6 per cent, far ahead
of other large economies
These positive developments
and the sustained flow of funds
into the market - both directly
and through institutions- can
keep the market resilient.
However, high valuations are a
matter of concern. Valuations in
the mid and small cap segments
are excessive and unjustifiable.
Correctionin this segmentis only
amatter of time, he said.
Another factor that has
boosted the markets is inflows
into equity mutual fund schemes
whichincreased by 23 per cent to
Rs 26,865.78 crore on a net basis
in February, with thematic funds
receiving the highest flows, data
released by the Association of
Mutual Funds (AMFI) showed.
The contribution from the
systematic investment plan (SIP)
rose to an all-time high of Rs
19,186.58 crore in February 2024
as against Rs 18,838.33 crore in
January.

commitment seems like a
natural progression. How is
there a balance?

No, I think it's not a natural
progression. If you look how
long it took us to get to $10.7
billion. It means that we will
have to do some massive pro-
motional work and also guide
our investors into the Indian
market. But this has, of course,
to do with how India is eco-

nomically developing in the
last few years. You have amaz-
ing economic growth. And you
have that openness, which you
didn't have 10 or 15 years ago
todo free trade agreements. So
$100 billion is massively ambi-
tious

Where will this investment
actually happen?

Our trade relationship is
rather diverse. So it is difficult
to say where this investment
will eventually happen. There
is of course, the partnership
model. That's really up to the
private sector to decide.
Because we've also discussed it
should be fixed, you know, sub
objectives per sector. And then
we said no, because we have
such a diverse relationship. And
15 years ago, did you talk about
green hydrogen? [ mean, I've
never even heard the word. So
who knows in 15 years what
sort of new sectors we will
have, what sort of new prod-
ucts or services we're going to
see.So we didn't want to go into
detailed sectoral structure be-
cause we considered 15 years
to be quite a long time and
things evolve rapidly.

Switzerland is completely
private sector driven. And so,
Swiss companies, it's within
their DNA wherever they go,
they start these apprenticeship
models within their compa-
nies. It's a completely normal
thing to train your employees
and staff within your company

because of the apprenticeship
model.

The deal will be effective
when mutual recognition
agreements (MRAs) happen
and non tariff barriers
(NTBs) go down. What is the
roadmap for it?

Itis not part of the Trade and
Economic Participation
Agreement (TEPA). But com-
merce minister Piyush Goyal
has told me that he has an in-
terest to look into MRAs. We are
certainly interested.

[ have asked, if minister
Goyal, could look into whether
Invest India can open an office
in Switzerland and if Invest
India can have a designated
EFTA desk in India so that we
can deal with red tape issues.

Do you see China as a geo-
political risk?

Switzerland is the only
European country that has had
a free trade agreement with
China for some time. China is
our third largest trading part-
ner. Swiss companies have in-
vested in China when we con-
cluded this free trade
agreement. And now hopefully
India is catching up.

Switzerland is really a bot-
tom up country. My job is to
provide the best framework.
Our companies have been glob-
alized for a long time. We have
a small home market but we
have some of the largest com-
panies in existence.

Mobile phone manufacturing
jumps 21 times in 10 yrs: ICEA

Driven by export growth, mobile phones have now become
India’s 5th largest export as an individual commodity

MOBILE PHONE
PRODUCTION
ININDIA (in % crore)

18,900

2014-15 2023-24

MOBILE PHONE EXPORTS:
2014-15:¥1,556 cr

2023-24:¥1,20,000cr

M India now produces 97% of its
total mobile phone demand locally

Il 30% of the total production
infinancial year 2024 is meant
forexport

M Apple and Samsung, have played
acrucial role in boosting mobile
phone exports from the country.

M India manufactured devices are
being exported in large volumes to
the United Kingdom, Netherlands,
Austria, and Italy besides Middle
East, North Africaand South
American markets.

Source: ICEA/PTI

MARKET WATCH
7 OF TOP-10 C0oSs CLIMB

New Delhi: The combined market valuation of seven of the top-10
most valued firms climbed Rs 71,301.34 crore last week, with Bharti

Airtel emerging as the lead gainer. PTI
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MNRE to discuss specialised
cylinders for hydrogen
storage with stakeholders

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

THE MINISTRY of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE) plans
to convene a meeting with rele-
vant stakeholders to discuss the
development of specialised cylin-
ders for green hydrogen storage.
The decision was made after man-
ufacturers of commercial vehicles,
including heavy duty and long
haul trucks, flagged challenges re-
lated to high-pressure storage
cylindersin the adoption of green
hydrogen as a sustainable fuel in
the transport sector.

Commercial vehicle manufac-
turers identified the higher cost of
green hydrogen fuel cells as an-
other challenge inameeting with
MNRE on January 25. The pro-
posed meeting s likely toinclude
manufacturers of specialised
cylinders for compressed and
liquified natural gas, some of
whom have already commenced
research and development on
cylinders for hydrogen, which is
stored ata much higher pressure.

Gascylinders are typically cat-
egorised into four types, depend-
ing upon the materials used. Type
1 and Type 2 are suitable for stor-
age, while Type 3 is preferred for
storage and transportation, and
Type 4 is recommended for on-
board storage. Unlike compressed
natural gas (CNG), whichis stored
at a pressure of around 3,600 psi,
the pressure at which hydrogenis
stored ranges between 5,000-
10,000 psi. The MNRE has indi-
cated a meeting with industry
stakeholders for the development
of Type 3 and Type 4 cylinders to
address challenges related to
high-pressure hydrogen cylin-
ders, according to the minutes of
the meeting on January 25 ob-
tained by The Indian Express
through Right to Information
(RTI).

A vehicle can be powered by
hydrogen in two ways- burning it
inaninternal combustion engine
orusinga fuel cell to convertitinto
electricity to charge on-board bat-
teries. While both Type 3 and Type
4 cylinders are reinforced with
carbon fibre, which makes them
light and ideal for use in vehicles,
Type 4 cylinders are even lighter
as they are lined with a polymer
as opposed to the aluminium lin-
ing in Type 3 cylinders.

Currently, most cylinders
manufactured in the country are
designed to carry CNG, and be-
cause hydrogen is stored at a

Gas cylinders are typically categorised into four types,
depending upon the materials used. Reuters

much higher pressure, CNG cylin-
ders cannot carry hydrogen with-
out technical modifications. Even
then, hydrogen will have to be
blended with CNG in specific pro-
portions. For cylinders to carry a
high mass of hydrogen, the car-
bon fibre needs to be stronger
than that used in CNG cylinders
and involves a slightly more com-
plex manufacturing process. At
present, these fac-
tors add to the

Heavy Industries. Alongside re-
search on hydrogen storage, BHEL
has also been developing hydro-
gen fuel cell technologies. During
the ministry meeting on January
25, representatives from original
equipment  manufacturers
(OEMs) interested in hydrogen-
powered large commercial vehi-
cles like Volvo Eicher, Ashok
Leyland, and Tata Motors, also

flagged the high

YOUR RIGHT costof hydrogen

overall cost of pro- fuel cells. Arepre-
ducing high-pres- TO KNOW sentative from
sure Type 4 hydro- = Bosch, which
gencylinders,akey AN EXPRESS RTI started volume
barrier to the adop- APPLICATION production of
tionof hydrogenas fuel cell modules
a transport fuel as in 2023, was also

identified by stakeholders.
However, with fiscal incentives
and a rise in demand for hydro-
gen-powered vehicles, the cost of
producing hydrogen cylinders
may come down in future.
Domestic companies involved in
the manufacturing of CNG cylin-
dershavealsosettheireyesonthe
hydrogen market. Confidence
Petroleum India Limited, a lead-
ing company in the supply of gas
cylinders, announced plans to
manufacture and launch Type 4
cylinders for hydrogen storage last
month. Others like Time
Technoplast Limited, INOX India
Limited, and Indoruss Synergy
Private Limited are among a grow-
ing club of cylinder makers who
have allocated capex to develop
technologies and produce Type 4
cylinders for green hydrogen.
Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited
(BHEL), a large central public sec-
tor undertaking (CPSU), is work-
ing on setting up a Centre of
Excellence in Karkhiyaon,
Varanasi for hydrogen storage
cylinders, cylinder testing facili-
ties, and electrolysers necessary
for hydrogen production, in col-
laboration with the Ministry of

CBDT alerts assessees of FY24 tax mismatches via email, SMS

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, MARCH10

TO FLAG the mismatches in pay-
ment of taxes in financial year
2023-24 (assessment year 2024-
25)and the financial transactions
made by persons or entities, the
Income Tax Department has
started sending emails and mes-
sages through SMSs to assessees.

The tax department on
Sunday urged assesses, who have
not paid taxes commensurate
with financial transactions, to
compute their advance tax liabil-
ity correctly and deposit the due
advance tax on or before March
15. The department is undertak-

India not to tailor
policy for Tesla: Goyal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

INDIA WILL not tailor its poli-
cies to suit US electric vehicle
(EV) maker Tesla, and its laws
and tariff rules will be formu-
lated to attract all-EV manufac-
turers from across the world to
set up a base in the world's
fastest-growing economy,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said.

Tesla has been seeking an
initial tariff concession that
would allow it to offset 70 per
cent customs duty for cars
priced less than $40,000, and
100 per cent for cars of higher
value.

In an interview with PTI,
Goyal said the government
recognises the need for a vi-
brant EV ecosystem as greater
use of battery-run vehicles will

apers & Magazines httpSi[fimejihelASonly

cut carbon emissions as well as
the staggering oil import bill.

But for this, it will not tailor
policies that suit any one com-
pany and would rather frame
ones that will encourage all-
electric vehicle manufacturers
from across the world to set up
shop in India, he said.

"We are working on several
initiatives where we are hav-
ing inter-ministerial (consulta-
tions) and a dialogue with the
stakeholders, with potential
investors from across the
world from Europe, from the
United States, from the Far
East, from Japan, from Korea,"
he said.

Tesla made the concession
demand a precondition to
build a plant in India. High tar-
iffs on motor vehicles, meant
to boost local production, have
been a lingering issue for for-
eign carmakers too.

——

This is another initiative of
the department towards
easing compliance for
taxpayers, said CBDT. File

ing ane-campaign thataims toin-
formsuch persons/entities of “sig-
nificant financial transactions”,
through email (marked as
Advance Tax e-Campaign-

Significant Transactions for AY
2024-25)and SMS.

“The Income Tax Department
has received certain information
on specific financial transactions
undertaken by persons/entities
during Financial Year 2023-24.0n
the basis of analysis of the taxes
paid so far during the current fi-
nancial year, the Department has
identified such persons/entities
where payment of taxes for FY
2023-24(AY 2024-25)is not com-
mensurate with the financial
transactions made by the per-
sons/entities concerned, during
the said period,” a statement is-
sued by the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT), Ministry of Finance
said.

The Income Tax Department
said it receives information of
specified financial transactions of
taxpayers from various sources.
“To increase transparency and to
promote voluntary tax compli-
ance, thisinformationis reflected
in the Annual Information
Statement (AIS) module and is
available to the persons/entities
for viewing. The value of
‘Significant Transactions’ in the
AlS hasbeen used for carrying out
this analysis,” it said.

Thisisanotherinitiative of the
department towards easing com-
pliance for taxpayers and reinforc-
ing its commitment towards en-
hancing taxpayer services, it
added.

To view the details of signifi-
cant transactions, the persons/en-
tities canlogin to their e-filing ac-
count and go to the compliance
portal. On this portal, the e-cam-
paign tab can be accessed to view
significant
transactions.Persons/entities,
who are not registered on the e-
filing website, have to first regis-
ter themselves on the e-filing
website.

Before this, on March 4, the
Income Tax Department had
flagged mismatch between tax
paid and “high value” financial
transactions for financial year
2020-21 (AY 2021-22) and asked
assessees to file updated tax re-
turns by March 31.

FMCG firms may test pricing power in FY25

VIVEATSUSANPINTO
MUMBAI,MARCH 10

FAST-MOVING consumer goods
(FMCG) companies may hike
prices by 2-3 per cent by the sec-
ond half of 2024-25,led by volatile
commodity prices, notably of food
and crude oil, and wage inflation.
Small, calibrated price hikes may
also boost price-led growth,
which hasbeen flat to negative for
most firms through FY24.

“As we are in the process of
preparing our budgets for FY25,
we find that there is likely to be
some amount of inflation in the
next financial year. Some amount
of price increases therefore will
come back, to the tune of 2-3 per
cent. So, even as the emphasis is
on volume growth within FMCG,
small price hikes will be there,”
Mohit Malhotra, chief executive
officer at Dabur India, said.

Harsh Agarwal, vice-chairman
& managing director at Kolkata-
based Emami, said there could be
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FMCG market likely to grow by 4.5-6.5% in 2024. File

price hikes of 1.5-3 per cent next
year in the personal care and
healthcare categories. “Price hikes
could happen in the second half
of FY25 as the FIMCG market may
stabilise by then from a demand
perspective. There could be nom-
inal price hikes after factoring in
the input price and demand sce-
nario in different categories,” he
said.

While FY24 saw largely be-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

nign commodity costs, Malhotra
said some products such as spices,
cereals and honey have seendou-
ble-digitinflation during the year.
Dabur operates in the spices and
honey categories with the
Badshah and Dabur Honey
brands, respectively.

It also operates in hair oils,
shampoos, oral care and health-
care,among other segments.

“The skew of inflation is shift-

ing towards food. The rest of the
commodity bucket is less infla-
tionary for now, but you never
know what could spike in the fu-
ture,” Malhotra said.

Forinstance, benchmark Brent
crude neared $84 a barrel last
week after Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries
and its allies (OPEC+) extended
voluntary oil output cuts of 2.2
million barrels per day into the
second quarter. It settled at about
$82 a barrel at the end of trade,
and continues to hover around
that mark.

Tarun Arora, chief executive
officer at Zydus Wellness, the
maker of the Complan brand of
health food drinks, said compa-
nies also had to account for wage
inflation. “Wage and salary bills
are inching up. Besides, there are
other operating costs such as sales
and distribution expenditure that
also move up. While cost control
measures are in place at most
firms, some amount of inflationis
normal in FMCG,” he said. FE

present in the meeting. Bosch has
also developed its own hydrogen
combustion engines that can be
used to retrofit diesel buses and
trucks. Just last month, Reliance
Industries, a representative of
whom attended the ministry
meeting, announced plans to
retrofit 5,000 trucks with hydro-
gen combustion engines in the
coming few months.

The meeting was held to dis-
cuss pilot projects for the use of
green hydrogen in the transport
sector, scheme guidelines for
which were published on
February 14. Like battery electric
vehicles (BEVs), hydrogen-pow-
ered vehicles have zero tailpipe
emissions, making hydrogen a
suitable fuel for the clean energy
transition, provideditis produced
with renewable energy. Unlike EV
batteries, however, hydrogen ICE
or hydrogen fuel cells are compar-
atively lighter. This factor makes
hydrogen-powered vehicles an
attractive alternative to BEVs, es-
pecially for heavy duty trucks as
they have lesser weight and pro-
vide higher payload capacity.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Centre mulls
1 trn scheme
for private
sector to boost
deep tech

PRASANTA SAHU
NEW DELHI,MARCH10

THE CENTRE is considering a
comprehensive scheme to pro-
vide concessional capital support
of Rs 1 trillion to the private sector
to encourage adoption of indige-
nous deep tech and cutting-edge
technologies in defence, energy
and electronics.

The scheme, to be run for an
initial period of five years, may be
operated by state-run agencies
like National Bank for Financing
Infrastructure and Development
(NaBFID) and  National
Investment and Infrastructure
Fund (NIIF), a senior official told
FE. Consultations are under way
among the government depart-
ments concerned and scientific
departments and institutions, the
official added. “The idea is to en-
courage Indian technology in
emerging areas, and cut reliance
on imported technology.”

Indian research institutions
come up with various technolo-
gies with their research and de-
velopment (R&D). Some of these
technologies may already be
available abroad. Normally,
Indian firms use tested foreign
technology as they don’t explore
untested local local technology
with the same enthusiasm, the
official said.

With the concessional win-
dow of financing, companies can
adopt the Indian technology for
product development with less
risk, because they could getlong-
term loans atlow or nil rates of in-
terest with a moratorium.FE
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BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
The first priority is
tolook ahead to the
end of the week.
You see, Venus is

emerging from its relative

seclusion into the full

glare of public attention,

encouraged by its relationship

with optimistic, jovial

Jupiter. When it does, your

secrets will at last be

made public.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Mercury and the
Sun are set firmly
on a collision
course, each with its

®

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

A magnificent
@ between the Sun

and several other
you in the property market,
just as long as you keep your
shades and hues is
recommended.

[ know there have
@ been times when

ride. If there’s one
thing you are entitled to now,

relationship
planets is excellent for all of
cool. Domestic spending of all
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

you've had arough
it's a fair hearing and, with the

S = : - . ] own priorities, a sure signthat ~ Sun so intriguingly aligned
. HERE, “OU'LL WHAT FOR P IT'S LIKE AN AIR Ep'{? X misunderstandings will be with Uranus, that's just what
FROBABLY 'WANT — LD T 1N FRONT FEEL SAFER rife. Amusingly enough, you you can hope for. In fact, I'd say
- THIS PILLOW. \ ﬁ# E § OF YOUR READ MOW ° may be the unwitting source that the results could
T 8 LKE THIS AS of misconceptions, mistakes confound your expectations.
3 = and any rumours that are
ACROSS DOWN = W 60, Dakiis doing the rounds. SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
1 Groups of agents in prison (5) 1 Makes a secret assignation (7) E Iam pleased to
4Imagine havingtodineandsit 2 Ridiculous, ridiculous, % GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) report that after
together(7) ridiculous. I quit (9) 2 No one can deny months of deqdedly
8 Big spendersalwaysincludea 3 Cordage used when sails are £ that you have kept | =" wobbly financial
tip (3) furled (5) 2 your emotions in mdlc_athns your stars are now
9 Burly but showing a very soft 4 Point up in pressure (6) '; . check, but to be so movingina d.Eﬁm.thdy
heart in a row (9) " be blact hite pelt restpamed may not be in your prosperous direction. If .last
. . €y may be black or white peits g best interests. On the other week’s lunar patterns didn’t
10They may liftorbringdown(7) - (7) 1 hand, with Mercury, your demonstrate this much, this
n Hesitantl(%itated acolourand  6Sash 50 percent too big(3) [ personal ruler, still in such an week’s fascinating Solar
was wrong 7 Went round or moved sideways awkward mood, there seems relationships will.
13 They usually lead to the quarry ~ (5) to be little you can realistically
(6) 12 Enjoy what people have do to explain yourself. CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
15 Attack a fool and suffer written in retirement? (4,2,3) MARVIN by Tom Armstron g CANCER (June 22 - July 23) fg;;gg?;igeogiin
afterwards (6) 14 A political favour? (7) -
18 Expenses legally incurred (5) 16 Tugboats? (7) LG’GK, JEFF! HERE'S A LUAU WITH YEA H, BUT IT CO5TS YOU &O EAT THERE AND BEING yr]eearcel }\S/'[gﬁcrllae;%t]% ;?;igﬁfé?;ou
19 Immature timber fromwhich 17 Naturally they have a shaky FANTASTIC FOOPD RIGHT ON THE $400 PER PERSON!! BACK THE LEFTOVERS TO OUR fact that the Moon can’t. Both at home and at
palings may be made (7) reputation as writers BEACH! —— p—"" ot OOM FOR M begins the weekina  workrivals are changing tack
[ B
21 Using such a pencil is (9) (6) E IE ' helpful position, gets youoffto  and the opposition is
23Itmayhelpateamtowinbya  18Island where the goat goes aflying start. A sudden beginning to crumble..
point (3) without corn (5) i'- obstacle should not put you However, today you yv111 have
24 Strongly affect by leavingone’s 20 Sort of steps taken to get i off, as long as you are touseall your wilesif youare
mark? (7) vermin (5) ¥ prepared. Self-control and to get everything that you
25 Only one of them canberight 22 Thelittle devil's simply i self-glslaplme, inotherwords, = want out of close colleagues.
(5) without cunning (3) 5 are the keys to success. AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
= £ - .
Solutions Crossword 5308 Across: 1Vociferous, 8 Tiffs, 9 Lissome, 10 Archers, 11 2 % LEO (July 213 -tAlﬁg- 23)-t hould Eattle& lines ht;illve h
Rumba, 12 Stripe, 14 Geneva, 17 Enemy, 19 Trample, 21 Cursing, 22 Early, 23 Resistance . § 5 ot 9l as 1t Shou c€en drawn, thoug
Down: 2 Officer, 31ssue, 4 Enlist, 5 Observe, 6 Storm, 7 Separately, 8 Transience, 13 | E E be- Orisit? The fact not very clearly. In
Physics, 15 Empiric, 16 Stages, 18 Error, 20 Arena B E is that, for aslong as fact, the goal posts
o the Moon holds its seem to be moving and I doubt
current position, the facts are very much whether either you
likely to be concealed by a veil or anyone else will be able to
of watery emotion and raw bring differences of opinion to
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 2s N sensitivity. Actualll%/, it’s gonc)ld fl successful clc))ncllusion. You
: 7 9 Cotemperyourslf cetred  know iy beolay
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, ﬂ' g 5 B 4 1 3 ? E' 2 ‘g’om assion gree.
therespective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get 0 every digitfrom1to9 3 - N 16 3 B "'r' 2 4 g 5 p ’ PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
the answer for the given quip. S _ o must appear in each of the 5 3 8 g - VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) Social and creative
ﬁgreat_gois not makea__, any more thanadictionaryis a piece of literature. - John Henry = nine vertical columns, in é f 4 2 g’ E 5 3 B‘ 1 There is.everything PQSSibi'litieS dre
ewman (6,.4) [p] each of the nine horizontal 1 9 E. E 2 ? 6 3 Q11 E 4 5 E T '.[0 be ggungd from bright mdeec},
DEEOR AAEZDM . (] indulging in sociable although I think you
- rows and in each of the = .5 . .
— A 5 . : 819 311 g 214|5al711(3!|6 activities, especially will be drawn to people who
-‘ 1 { | = sl (7p) ifyou are taking an can offer you a sense of
8 6 211 519 4 = 111713 2 6|8B8(4|9 organisational role. In fact, if security. Older people may
youdon'tlook after the foot the bill, and friends from
OSINY _ AADEMM = Difficulty Level 9 4 5 2z 9 419\6|7(5|8|2|1|3 practical details, other the past will be prepared to
n 1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy; ls 2 B 5§ E 311974 people may be left completely step inand help out. In
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard: 9 6 - and utterly helpless. You the end you'll have an
55 =Very Hard; 6 9 o) 13/ 71112 4 9]16/5|8 see, someone is relying increasing sense that you
ueWMaN AIUsH Uuyof - *a1nje1al| 65=Geni onyou. are genuinely needed.
J09531d e ST ATRUONDIP B UBY] SI0W AUP ‘pUI B 9 EW JOU S0P ATOWIW JPAI3 Y (I9OMSUY S =Lenius m
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BUSINESSOFFERS  |[SRLUUNZ O GOVT. OF ASSAM GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,Md Yousuf,S/0 MD Younus R/o

TYFFYN provides All types of
Women/ Men Jeans, Jackets,
Blazers.Contact us- ShriBalaji
Traders, Gandhi Nagar, Delhi-
110031. Mobile- 9873684951,

A-486,Gali No.7,Gadda Colony, 9319450631. 0040718751-3
Jaitpur Extn.,Part- '
2,Badarpur,New Delhi-

110044,have changed my

name Mohd Yusuf

permanently all future

purposes. 0040719054-1

I,Kamni W/o Sh. Harbhajan
Ram,R/0-Flat NO.209,Pocket-1
& 2,DDA Flats,Sector-

The general public is hereby informed
that my client, Smt. Santosh W/O Late
Shri Satpal R/O D-39, Vijay Vihar, Phase-
2, Sector-4, Rohini, Delhi-110085 have
severed/discontinued all their relations/
connections with her Son, Sonu and

Open Tender Notice Mo, ETender-(:51-
TRD-L14-23-24 Daie 08.03.2024

&r. Divisional Elecincal Engineer/GS,
Morth Eastem Balway, Varunasi tor and
oy behall af President of India, invites
sealed "OPEN" E-Tender for the
following work:

SN 2 O, Name of work : 25 KV
Flecirical work mn connection o removal
of infringement dus 1o constriction of
PP shelier at GOT Staten under Amrid
Hhaiat "|'L:-_ir'|:'!. i BSEB chvision of
N.E. Railway, Tender Beference
Mo, : ETender-GSU-TRD-L14-
2324, Approx. Cost (in Ks.) :
T 1,17.55,335.40, Earmest momey
(in Rs.}p : ¥ 2. 08,800/-, Cost
of tender docoments {in Bs.) @ Nil,

3,Dwarka,Delhi-
110075,Delhi,have Changed
my name from Kamni to Kamni
Devifor all future purposes.

0040719054-2

I,Srijna W/o Rohit Kumar Jha
R/0 A5-2503, Cleo County,
Sector-121, Noida(U.P) have
changed my name to Srijna
Jhaforall purposes.

0040718986-1

I, Sanjay S/o AmritLal, R/o
House No 4/532, Chah Hathi
Khana, Dariba Kalan, Chandni
Chowk, Delhi-110006, have
changed my son’s name from
Nikhil to Nikhil Verma for
all,future purposes.

0040719054-3

I, Rohan S/o0 Ashok Kumar
Village-Ghoshgarh, PO-
Jamalpur, District- Gurugram
(Haryana), declare thatin
my,service record my
mother’s name wrongly
written as SAROJ instead of
SAROJDEVI.The actual name
of my mother’s is SAROJ DEVI,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0040719054-4

I, Ram Avtar S/o Laxmi Narayan
R/0 A-524,Shastri Nagar,
Delhi-110052 have changed my
name to Ram Avtar Gupta

0070893341-1

I, NEM SHRI JAIN W/O SUNIL
JAIN R/0 108, ANAND NAGAR,
INDERLOK, SARAIROHILLA,
DELHI-110035 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO NEMSHRI JAIN
FORALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

0070893311-1

I, Md. Aman S/0, S.M. Makhdum
AliR/0 B756-757 J.J.colony
Hastsal Road Uttam Nagar
Delhi-110059 have changed
my name to Mohammad Aman
forall purposes. 0040718983-3

E-Tender Closing Date and
Time & 01,04, 2024 up t0 1445 Hrs,,
Completion Period ; 6 Maonths,

Daughter Sucha alias Pinki due to his bad
habits/bad behaviour. My clients have
disowned/disinherited and debarred from
all her movable and immovable properties/
Assets etc. whichever/wherever situated.
Anyone/whoever dealing with Sonu and
Sucha alias Pinki will do so at his/her/their
own risk and responsibility and my clients
will not be held responsible/liable for any

actions deeds. - ¢ 1pTA (Advocate)

En. No. D-1048/08

= E-Tender Onhime will be submitted up o

P43 Hrs, oo chade (0 042024, = For full

details and submission of bid kindly visi

the oftscwl website of lndian Rulbaay

L2, WWW.ireps.gov.in.

&r, Divislenal Edectrical EnginceriGs
Marih Esstern Bailway, Varanas

CERINElect-299

Do pot travel with inflammable arficte in train

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
Public Works Division Nanded

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. (73) FOR 2023-2024

E-tenders for 10 Works in B-1 form are invited by the Executive

Engineer P.W.Division Nanded (Phone No0.02462-253711) from

the registered contractors in appropriate class of Public Works

department of Govt.of Maharashtra for the improvement in

Dist.Nanded.

1. The tender costs of the above works are more than Rs.1.00
crores.

2. All information related to this tender is made available on the
following website.

Also, all the changes will be made available on this website.

www.mahapwd.com

https://mahatenders.gov.in Sd/-

Executive Engineer
Public Works Division Nanded

dgipr/2023-24/9580

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINNER, PWD (ROADS),
ASSAM, CHANDMARI, GUWAHATI-3.

No. CE/STBR/11/32/2023-24/9

Gate No. ST-5 at Km-8/2-3 on R.K.

http://assamtenders.gov.in.

JANASANYOG/CF/6433/23/11-Mar-24

SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Chief Engineer, PWD (Roads), Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3, invites Bid on behalf of the Governor of Assam
from eligible contractors registered with Assam PWD (Roads) or registered in Central Govt./any State Government/
Semi Govt. Organization / Central or State Public Sector Undertakings for the work "Construction of ROB at LC

Choudhury M.G. Road under Construction of ROBs on 50:50 Cost Sharing

Basis" for a total amount of Rs. 6693.45 Lakh (Approx.).

Details may be seen at website http://assamtenders.gov.in. Amendment/Addendum to the SBD, if any, and further
notifications shall appear in this website and also at the office of the undersigned during office hours. The
contractor/bidder must be registered with the Electronic Tendering System (ETS) of PWD, Assam website

Sd./-
Chief Engineer, WD (Roads)
Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (ROADS),
PUBLIC WORKS ROADS DEPARTMENT,
ASSAM, GUWAHATI-03

No. CE/DEV/TB/1367/2023-24/01

PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD, Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-
3 invites Bids on behalf of Governor of Assam for 2 (Two) nos. of

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tendear Notice No. 5G-664-23-50G-2023-24
E -Tender Iz invited on behalf of tha
President of Indla for the under
menboned wark,
1. Hame of the work: Reliahbility
improvemant of signalling gears in 15 mid
saction interlocked gate in DHN dly
2. Appox. Cost of the work: Rs
79 82 0e0.69 (Approx) 3. Earnest Money:
s 1,59 700.00 4, Date & time for closing
of tender: 27032024 at 12:30 Hrs
5. Any E-Tenders which & sent by Post |
Courigr | FAX of =elf Manual proposals
although the ietier is on firms letter pad or
received in ime will not be accepted, The
gbove E-Tenders, E-Tendering document
alongwith full information is availabla on
website L. hitpltwew, ireps. gov.in
MNoke:- Tenderars are requested fo visd the
website hifp/fwww.ireps.govin ateast 10
days bafora last date of closing for latest
corngandum | corrections atc. In response
1o this E-lender
For 5. D.5.T.E.

East Cenfral Railway, Dhanbad.

PROZ48BIDHMNISETITIZ3-24/35

Online Tenders

contractors.

www.mahapwd.com

dgipr/2023-24/9577

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
Public Works Division, Dharashiv

E-Tender Notice No. 31/2023-24

invited by the Executive
Engineer, Public Works Division, Dharashiv *.\
(Phone No. 02472-222882/83) B-1 from eligible f

Website : http:/mahatenders.gov.in &

Executive Engineer
Public Works Division, Dharashiv

Sd/-

FEF

\f‘ For All Advertisement Booking
9 Call: 0120-6651214

PUBLIC NOTICE
GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH
DEPARTMENT OF STATE TAXES AND EXCISE

NOTICE FOR ALLOTMENT OF RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSES IN FORM
L-2, L-14, L-14A & L-20B THROUGH AUCTION-CUM-TENDER
PROCESS FOR THE YEAR 2024-25 IN THE STATE OF HIMACHAL
PRADESH.

In continuation to the Public Notice No. 7-232/2024-EXN-5428-5455
dated 02-03-2024 published on 03-03-2024, even No. 5493-5520 dated 03-
03-2024 published on 04-03-2024 and 5933-961 dated 06-03-2024
published on 07-03-2024, it further notified for the information of general
public that sealed tender applications for allotment of retail Units in Form L-
2, L-14, L-14A and L-20B for the unsold retail sale licensed outlets of
Country Liquor (L-14/L-14A), retail sale licensed outlets of Indian Made
Foreign Liquor (L-2) and retail sale of Country Fermented Liquor (L-20B) in
following Districts of State of Himachal Pradesh is fixed as under :-

1. The date of receiving applications and opening of tender alongwith
venue is also given in the schedule below :-

Name of | Venue Date and Time for | Date of biding-
District submission of tender | cum-opening
applications (10:00 AM | of tender
_ to 5:00 PM ) 5
Kangra | Lions Club, 12-03-2024
Dharamshala, 11-03-2024 at 11:.00 AM
District Kangra | onwards

Note: The tender application forms can be received and tenders can also
be filed on the day of opening of tenders as per the time allowed by
the Chairman of the Allotment Committee of the District.

2. The Auction-cum-Tender process will be subject to approval by the
Commissioner of State Taxes & Excise, Himachal Pradesh who
reserves the right to reject the same without assigning any reason.

3. Other terms and conditions shall remain same as mentioned in the
Public Notice dated 02-03-2024.

4. The Announcements for the allotment of Retail Excise Vends by
Auction-cum-Tender for the financial year 2024-25 is also available

on the official website of the department i.e. www.hptax.gov.in.

sd/-
Dr. Yunus (IAS)
Commissioner of State Taxes & Excise

1407/HP Himachal Pradesh

Package for Construction of Road and Bridge projects under
SOPD-G for the year 2023-24 in Kokrajhar District of Assam
amounting to Rs. 2.84 Crores (approx.) including GST etc. from
approved & eligible Contractors registered with PWRD, Assam.

Detaills may be seen from 15-03-2024 at website
www.assamtenders.gov.in. Amendment /Addendum to the SBD, if
any, and further notifications shall appear in this website and also at
the office of the undersigned during office hours. The
contractor/bidder must be registered with the Electronic Tendering

System (ETS) of  PWRD, Assam website

www.assamtenders.gov.in.

Note: - N.I.T Value is inclusive of GST (12%), Labour cess (1%) etc.
Sd./-

Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD,

JANASANYOG/CF/643723/11-Mar-24  Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3.

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
(ROADS), PUBLIC WORKS ROADS

DEPARTMENT, ASSAM, GUWAHATI-03
No. CE/DEV/TB/08/2023-24/52

PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER (Re-Bid)

The Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD, Assam,
Chandmari, Guwahati-3 invites re-bid on behalf of
Governor of Assam for 1 (One) nos. of packages for
construction of roads and drains under Mukhya Mantrir
Nagariya Pakipath Nirman Achani (MMNPPNA) for the
year 2023-24 in Doomdooma MB of Tinsukia District,
Assam amounting to Rs. 253.72 Lakhs (approx.)
including GST etc. from approved & eligible Contractors
registered with PWRD, Assam.

Details may be seen from 12.03.2024 at website
www.assamtenders.gov.in. Amendment /Addendum to
the SBD, if any, and further notifications shall appear in
this website and also at the office of the undersigned
during office hours. The contractor/bidder must be
registered with the Electronic Tendering System (ETS)
of PWRD, Assam website www.assamtenders.gov.in.
Note: -N.I.T Value is inclusive of GST (12%), Labour
cess (1%) etc.

Sd./-
Chief Engineer (Roads), PWRD,

epaperindianexpressicom I I}

Janasanyog/CF/6439/23/11-Mar-24 Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3.
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Why safari parks may be a double-edged sword for big cats

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

ON MARCH 6, the Supreme Court said it was
“inclined to approve the establishment of the
Tiger Safari at Pakhrau” in the buffer area of
Corbett tiger reserve. However, safari parks
are meant only for “injured, conflicted, or or-
phaned” local tigers, and not those sourced
from zoos, the court said, and constituted a
committee to frame guidelines for such fa-
cilities within three months.

What does a “tiger safari”
really mean?

Tiger safari is not defined un-
der The Wildlife (Protection)Act,
1972, which says “no construc-
tion of commercial tourist lodges,
hotels, zoos and safari parks shall
be undertakeninside a sanctuary except with
the prior approval of the National Board” [for
Wild Life] constituted under the Act.

The concept of a tiger safari in the wild
was first envisaged in the Guidelines for
Tourism issued by the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA) in 2012,
which provided for such establishments in
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the buffer areas of tiger reserves “which ex-
perience immense tourist influx in the core/
critical tiger habitat for viewing tigers”.

Four years later, the NTCA issued guidelines
to establish “Tiger Safaris” in the buffer and
fringe areas of tiger reserves for injured, con-
flicted, or orphaned tigers, while underlining
that no tiger shall be obtained from a zoo.

In 2019, however, the NTCA allowed an-
imals to be brought from zoos for tiger safari
parks, and gave the Central Zoo Authority
(CZA) the power to select such animals.

Housing zoo tigers or other
captive animals in a tiger habitat
is obviously a bad idea, which
would put wild tigers and other
wildlife at risk of disease.
Fittingly, the top court held that
the NTCA’s understanding that
tiger safaris are merely zoos built
inside tiger reserves, “would be
totally contrary to the purpose of the Tiger
Conservation”.

But why build a tiger safari in a forest?
The 2012 NTCA guidelines justified safari

parks asameans tolessen the tourismload in-

side tiger reserves that causes stress on wildlife.
Second, many are against packing off an-

WHATIS PI, THE "KIND" CHATBOT
THATRECENTLY GOT AN UPGRADE

BIJIN JOSE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

LASTWEEK, Inflection Al launched its lat-
est Large Language Model (LLM),
Inflection 2.5, an upgrade onits 'friendly’
chatbot personal assistant Pi.

Based in Palo Alto, California,
Inflection Al was founded by Mustafa
Suleyman, Reid Hoffman, and Karen
Simonyan in 2022. Suleyman was the co-
founder and former head of applied Al at
DeepMind, while Hoffman is the co-
founder of LinkedIn.

Pi, designed to be “empathetic, help-
ful, and safe”, was first launched in May
2023, and an update, Inflection 2, came
out in Novermmber 2023. At that time, the
company claimed it was the best LLM in
the world.

What s Inflection 2.5?

According to the makers, Inflection-
2.5is an “upgraded in-house model that
is competitive with all the world’s leading
LLMs like GPT-4 and Gemini.” The com-
pany claims that the new LLM comes
with its signature personality and
uniquely empathetic fine-tuning. The
company claims that its latest model
achieved GPT-4’s performance with only
40 per cent of the OpenAl model’s com-
putation power for training.

With the upgrade, Pi has now been
endowed with world-class real-time web
search capabilities to ensure that users
get access to high-quality and up-to-date
information in real-time.

How is Pi different from other
chatbots?

Pi was launched at a time when the
world was marvelling at OpenAl’s sensa-
tional ChatGPT. While ChatGPT offers hu-
man-like and functional responses, Pi has
more personality. If ChatGPT and Gemini
are like personal assistants that are use-
ful at work, Pi is more like a companion

Pi, designed to be ‘empathetic,
helpful, and safe’, was first launched
in May 2023. inflection Al

to humans and is free to use. It comes
with a choice of six distinct voices.

The company has described Pi (which
stands for personal intelligence) as anew
type of computer program specifically
designed to be “kind and helpful”.

On the technical side, for training pur-
poses, the chatbot has been shown bil-
lions of lines of text on the open web. This,
according to the company, allows Pi to
have conversations with users and an-
swer a wide variety of questions.

Upon its launch, Pi was powered by
Inflection’s proprietary LLM Inflection-1,
which was trained on thousands of
NVIDIA H100 GPUs on a very large data
set. Based on the evaluations, Inflection-
1 was ranked the best model in its com-
pute class, outdoing the likes of GPT-3.5,
LLaMA, and PaLM-540B on a wide range
of benchmarks.

What is new in Inflection-2.5?

With Inflection-2.5, the company has
enhanced the emotional quotient of the
Pi chatbot. The company claims that with
the new LLM, users can talk to Pi about a
wider range of topics, such as discussing
current events, getting local restaurant
recommendations, studying for an exam,
drafting business plans, coding,and even
hold fun discussions on hobbies.

Inessence, Inflection-2.5 retains the Pi
chatbot's unique persona along with main-
taining extraordinary safety standards.
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imals that are unfit for the wild — they may
be injured, orphaned, or given to conflict — to
faraway zoos. Safari parks, they argue, help
hold such animals captive in their natural
surroundings.

Third, some stakeholders argue that
buffer areas were designated to allow activ-
ities that support the livelihood and devel-
opment needs of local communities — and
safari parks generate money and, in turn, lo-
cal goodwill for the tiger.

And what is the counter-argument?

Records show that efforts to distribute
demand seldom work in tiger reserves.
Instead of bringing down the number of ve-
hicles crowding around the tiger, opening
new safari routes have ended up inviting
more tourists.

Also, the very idea of displaying “rescued”
tigers in safari parks is a departure from the
practice of keeping such distressed animals
in non-display facilities. Even the 2016 guide-
lines were hesitant to make this policy shift,
and made it mandatory for NTCA to assess
every “recovered/ treated animal” before
putting them on display in safari parks.

Third, housing local “rescued” wildlife in
their natural environment is an idea driven

Lion safari in Nahargarh Biological
Park in Rajasthan’s Nahargarh
sanctuary. Jaipur Zoo/Rajasthan Forest Dept

by concerns for animal welfare. But conser-
vationists say a captive animal will be cap-
tive anywhere. They argue that building sa-
fari parks for “rescued” tigers inside tiger
reserves prioritises the welfare of individual
tigers over the interest of the species, since
such establishments are bound to cause dis-
turbance in wild habitats.

What is the ground reality in Corbett and
elsewhere?

The site selected for the Pakhrau Safari
Parkis on the southwestern fringe of Corbett
Tiger Reserve, bordering farmlands in Uttar
Pradesh. Uttarakhand forest department of-
ficers argue that the dispersal of tigers and
other wildlife to the west towards Rajaji tiger
reserve happens mostly to the north of the
proposed safari park, which can be accessed
by an existing forest road, and will not re-
quire the cutting of trees.

Some local stakeholders say that the
Ramnagar area on the eastern side of the re-
serve has hogged all the benefits of Corbett’s
tiger tourism so far — and the Pakhrau Safari
Park carries the promise of livelihood and de-
velopment on the other side.

However, a similar experiment has led to
wasteful expenses in Rajasthan’s
Ranthambhore. In 2015-16, a safari park for
rescued tigers was envisaged there with the
intention of lessening the tourism load and
aidinglocal livelihoods. The project has so far
seen multiple attempts at constructing pe-
ripheral walls, which have, however, col-
lapsed repeatedly, necessitating fresh work
orders every time.

Before the SCdrew the line on zoo animals
this week, a number of safari parks inside pro-
tected forests stocked a range of zoo collec-
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tions. For example, the Nahargarh Biological
Park, a part of Nahargarh sanctuary on the
Jaipur-Delhi highway, which was inaugurated
in 2016, has Asiatic lions, Royal Bengal tigers,
panthers, hyenas, wolves, deer, crocodiles,
sloth bears, Himalayan black bears, etc.

However, introducing animals in perma-
nent facilities built in the wild invariably cre-
ates stress for territorial species — and the
resident leopards in Nahargarh often reacted
aggressively to the captive ones housed in
the safari park.

So what is the road ahead for safari
parks in tiger reserves?

The guidelines for tiger safari parks are
awaited from the SC-appointed expert com-
mittee. However, a one-size-fits-all formula
is unlikely to be helpful, senior state forest
officials cautioned. The more prudent ap-
proach would be to lay down guiding princi-
ples for local authorities to find site-specific
solutions, they said.

Itisalso important to avoid the temptation
of making tiger safari parks a routine feature
of tiger reserves, experts said. The 2016 guide-
lines had said that a tiger safari can be proposed
only by tiger reserves that have already utilised
100% of their tourist carrying capacity.

Harnessing the value of dung

Gujarat’s dairy cooperatives are showing the way in supplementing their farmers’ income
from milk by procuring dung and converting it into Bio CNG and fertiliser.

HARISH DAMODARAN

FROM A distance, it looks like any CNG (com-
pressed natural gas) outlet. But the one on the
Deesa-Tharad highway in Gujarat’s
Banaskanthadistrict, catering to 90-100 vehi-
clesdaily, is India’s first and only gas-filling sta-
tion based on dung from cattle and buffaloes.

The ‘BioCNG’ outlet in Dama village of
Deesa taluka, belonging to the Banaskantha
District Co-operative Milk Producers’ Union,
sells 550-600 kg of gas per day generated
from 40 tonnes of dung at an adjoining four-
acre plant.

Dung facts

An average adult bovine animal dis-
charges 15-20 kg of fresh dung daily, while
calves give out 5-10 kg. Fresh dung contains
80-85% water; one kg weighs hardly 200
grams on drying.

Abiogas plant requires fresh dung, which
contains methane along with water. The
methane is produced by bovines inside their
rumen (first of four stomach compartments),
where the plant material they eat gets fer-
mented or broken down by microorganisms
before further digestion. Carbohydrate fer-
mentation leads to production of carbon-
dioxide (CO2)and hydrogen. These are used
by archaea (bacteria-like microbes in the ru-
men) to produce methane, which the animal
expels either as gas or in the dung.

The dung left to dry in the open releases
both water and methane. To realise its fuel
value, the dung has to, therefore, be collected
and delivered in fresh form at the biogas plant.
“We purchase about 40,000 kg daily from
2,700-2,800 animals of 140-150 farmers. The
farmers are from five villages within 10 km of
our plant,” said Priyank Mehta, Senior
Executive (BioCNG) at the Banaskantha Union.

The union — India’s largest dairy concern,
which procured an average 72.03 lakh kg per
day (LKPD) of milkin 2022-23, including 5.74
LKPD from outside Gujarat — is paying farm-
ers Rs 1/kg and bearing the cost of transport-
ing the dung by five tractor-trolleys doing
two trips a day.

BANAS BIOCNG

N

The BioCNG outlet of Banaskantha District Co-operative Milk Producers’ Union
at Dama village in Gujarat. Harish Damodaran

Fuel plus fertiliser

The raw dung unloaded at the BioCNG
plant is mixed with an equal quantity of wa-
ter. The resultant slurry is then pumped into
an anaerobic digester.

Anaerobic digestion is a process by which
the complex organic matter in dung is bro-
ken down in the absence of oxygen to pro-
duce biogas. The digestion, taking place in a
3,000 cubic-meter sealed vessel reactor, in-
volves four successive stages: hydrolysis
(break-down of organic matter into simple
molecules), acidogenesis (their conversion
into volatile fatty acids), acetogenesis (pro-
duction of acetic acid, CO2 and hydrogen)
and methanogenesis (biogas generation).

“The slurry, formed by mixing the dung
with water for 2-3 hours, ensures proper hy-
drolysis in the digester over 35 days. From 40
tonnes of dung, we get 2,000 cubic meters
of raw biogas containing 55-60% methane,
35-45% C02, and 1-2% hydrogen sulphide
(H2S) and moisture,” explained Mehta.

The raw gas is purified for removing CO2
(through vacuum pressure swing adsorption
or VPSA process), H2S (using activated car-
bon filter) and moisture (with air dryer sep-
arator). The end-product, purified (to 96-97%
methane, 2-3% CO2 and below 0.1% H2S and
moisture) and compressed, is stored in cas-
cades. This compressed biogas (CBG), con-
veyed through pipelines to the dispensers at

the fuel station, is what’s being sold as
BioCNG at Rs 72/kg.

Butitisn't just fuel.

The slurry, from mixing 40,000 litres of
water with 40,000 kg of dung, is a source of
bio-fertiliser. This residue of 75,000-78,000
kg, coming out after anaerobic digestion and
biogas production, undergoes dewatering in
a solid-liquid separator. The separated solid
(6,000-8,000 kg) is decomposed in aerobic
condition (presence of oxygen) for sale as
PROM (phosphate-rich organic manure, in-
corporating rock phosphate and phosphate
solubilising bacteria) or compost (after
adding neem and castor cake, sugarcane press
mud and microbial consortia). Out of the lig-
uid part, 30,000-35,000 litres is re-used for
mixing in the digester and the balance sold
as liquid fermented organic manure.

The Banaskantha Union is currently mar-
keting 8,000-10,000 kg of bio-fertiliser daily,
with PROM (also called BioDAP, as a substi-
tute for di-ammonium phosphate) fetching
Rs 15-16/kg and compost Rs 8-10/kg. At an
average realisation of Rs 12/kg, the Union’s
revenues from bio-fertiliser sales are actu-
ally higher than from the 550-600 kg of
BioCNG atRs 72/kg.

The 40 tonnes-per-day dung-based
BioCNG plant, functional since August 2020,
cost Rs 8 crore. The Banaskantha Union plans
to commission four more, with 100 tonnes ca-

pacity each, by 2025. The Rs 230 crore invest-
ment in the four plants is to come from Suzuki
Motor Corporation (India’s leading car maker),
with the Banaskantha Union providing the
land and the National Dairy Development
Board handling project execution.

“The BioCNG model s replicable and scal-
able, because all our district member unions
can procure the required dung from their
farmers, just as they do with milk,” Jayen
Mehta, managing director of the Gujarat Co-
operative Milk Marketing Federation, pointed
out. Banaskantha district alone had 15.02 lakh
buffaloes and 13.90 cattle, as per the 2019
Livestock Census. Simply put, there’s no
dearth of substrate to feed the plants.

An alternative model

At Mujkuva village in Anand district’s
Anklav taluka, Jagrutiben Padhiyar has 9
cows, 4 buffaloes and 7 heifers/calves, with 5
of the first and 2 of the second now giving
milk. She grosses roughly Rs 3,500 daily by
selling 80-odd litres to the village society af-
filiated to the Kaira District Co-operative Milk
Producers Union.

ButJagrutiben has an additional revenue
source, courtesy of a 2 cubic-meter Flexi
Biogas plant outside her home. The sealed
digester tank in the plant consumes 50 kg of
dung and 50 litres of water daily. The biogas
produced is delivered through a pipeline to
her kitchen stove/burner, with a booster
pump helping to maintain pressure.

“I stopped using LPG cylinders five years
ago and don't feel the need for Ujjwala (the
Centre’s subsidised cooking gas connection
scheme),” claimed Jagrutiben. Besides not
spending on LPG cylinders, she makes
money by selling 100 kg per day of slurry
from the biogas plant atRs 1/kg. The slurry is
procured by a women'’s bio-fertiliser coop-
erative in the village, Mujkuva Sakhi Khad
Sahakari Mandli.

The Kaira Union has installed 750 Flexi
Biogas plants in its milk shed area — 150 in
Mujkuva alone — and is targeting a total of
10,000. A Flexi Biogas plant, manufactured
by the Hyderabad-based SP Eco Fuel
Enterprises, costs around Rs 30,000, inclu-
sive of the pipeline, booster and burner. With
a Rs 25,000 government subsidy, the pay-
back time for the farmer is further reduced.

Whether it is the Banaskantha BioCNG
plantor the Kaira Union’s less capital-inten-
sive decentralised model, the good news is
that the scope for additional income to dairy
farmers from sale of dung is expanding.

India’s indigenous fifth-gen fighter jet AMCA: features, why it is important

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

THE CABINET Committee on Security (CCS)
last week cleared a Rs 15,000 crore project
to design and develop the Advanced
Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA), India’s
fifth-generation fighter multirole fighter jet.

The Aeronautical Development Agency
(ADA) under the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO)will be
the nodal agency for executing the pro-
gramme and designing the aircraft. It will
be manufactured by state-owned
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).

The aircraft will put India in a select
group of nations that have their own fifth-
generation fighter aircraft.

Features of AMCA

STEALTH: The 25-tonne twin-engine
aircraft, bigger than other fighters in the
Indian Air Force inventory, will have ad-
vanced stealth features to avoid detection
by enemy radar. Dr Krishna Rajendra Neeli,
project director of AMCA at ADA, said the
aircraft would be on par or even superior to
other fifth-generation stealth fighter air-
craft in use globally.

FUEL & WEAPONS: The aircraft will
have alarge, concealed internal fuel tank of
6.5-tonne capacity, and an internal
weapons bay for a range of weapons, in-
cluding indigenous weapons, to be buried
inits belly.

ENGINE: The AMCA MKk1 variant will
have the US-built GE414 engine of the 90
kilonewton (kN) class, while the more ad-
vanced AMCA Mk2 will fly on the more
powerful 110kN engine, which will be de-
veloped by DRDO’s Gas Turbine Research

Establishment (GTRE)in collaboration with
a foreign defence major.

Why AMCA is special

Discussions for developing the AMCA
started in 2007. The initial plan was to
jointly develop the aircraft with Russia un-
der a Fifth Generation Fighter
Aircraft (FGFA) programme.
However, India withdrew
from the FGFA projectin 2018.

The indigenous Light
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time, it will have powerful sensors and new
weapons, so it is able to register the signa-
ture of enemy aircraft and take them out.

“Afourth-generation aircraft is typically
not designed or configured to have these
stealth features, even though some features
may be added later. But even that will not
make it a fully fifth-generation
aircraft,” former AMCA proj-
ect director at ADA Dr A K
Ghosh said.

Stealth features such as an

Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas is
a 4.5-generation single-engine multirole
aircraft. The AMCA will be India’s indige-
nous fifth-generation fighter aircraft.
What will set this fifth-generation air-
craft apart is primarily its stealth features.
The aircraft will have a low electro-mag-
netic signature, which will make it difficult
for enemy radar to detect it. At the same

internal weapons bay and a
bigger internal fuel tank are part of fifth-gen-
eration aircraft like AMCA. External fuel
tanks and externally-attached weapons
leave a huge signature and are easy to de-
tect for radar. The special material that will
be used on the aircraft surface will divert the
radar signature instead of reflecting it back.

Another important aspect would be to
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ensure a higher utilisation time and smaller
serviceability or maintenance periods for
the aircraft. This will be aided by the inclu-
sion of a comprehensive Integrated Vehicle
Health Management (IVHM) system to
keep track of multiple structural compo-
nents, and to assess the condition of the air-
craftin real time.

Development timeline

The ADA hopes to have the first flight of
the aircraft in 4.5 to 5 years. The full devel-
opment of the aircraft is expected to take
around 10 years from now. Five prototypes
will be built before HAL begins manufac-
turing the aircraft. Private industry is also
expected to be involved in the manufactur-
ing of the aircraft.

Other fifth-generation fighters
Only a few countries have built a fifth-

generation stealth fighter aircraft, such as
the F-22 Raptor and F-35A Lightning II of
the US, the Chinese J-20 Mighty Dragon, and
the Russian Sukhoi Su-57.

IAF’s dwindling numbers

The IAF currently has around 30 fighter
squadrons against the sanctioned strength
of 42. This number is expected to go down
further as squadrons of MiG-21s, MiG-29s,
Jaguars, and Mirage 2000s are scheduled to
be phased out by the middle of the next
decade.

The IAF has indicated that it requires
seven squadrons of the AMCA to begin with.
Considering the IAF's requirements, the
planned inductions of additional squadrons
of LCAs and AMCA will not add up to the
sanctioned squadron strength in a decade.

LONGER VERSION
indianexpress.com/explained




THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY,MARCH 11,2024

The lives of people in
Delhi have changed in
the last 10 years and
people feel it. That is
why despite the fact
that we are in constant
tussle with the Central
government... people of
Delhi staunchly stand
behind Arvind Kejriwal

Mallica Joshi: You just presented your
first budget and it has the Rs 1,000
guarantee for women above the age of
18. How do you see this subsidy in
terms of the financial burden?

While the AAP government has been
questioned about free electricity, water, free
bus rides for women, the entire healthcare
system running without any cost to the pa-
tients, including all surgeries and medicines,
the fact of the matter is that despite giving
all of these so-called freebies, AAPis the only
government across the country which has
a fiscal surplus. It is the only government
that has seen a 2.5x increase in its budget
sizeinthelast 10 years.Itis the only govern-
ment that does not take loans to cover its
expenditure. If we can provide these facili-
ties to the citizens while running a fiscally
responsible government, why not? Almost
50 per cent of the population of Delhi is sav-
ing thousands of rupees every month be-
cause of a zero electricity and water bill.
People of Delhi have money in their pock-
ets and spending power.

All our policies have been oriented to-
wards how a household is run, and trying
toresolve the day-to-day issues.Inanaver-
age household, it is the woman who has to
run the expenses. If you were to look in
terms of access to education, if a family had
some money, they would send their son to
aprivate school and their daughter to a gov-
ernment school. When you improve gov-
ernment schools and improve the quality
of education, girls benefit. Women, on a
day-to-day basis, do not access healthcare
because of its cost in the private sector. And
forwomen, small healthissues become ma-
jor health problems by the time they get to
middle age. Eighty per cent patients who
went to Mohalla Clinics were actually
women. So you already have a pro-women
policy framework. The reality of our soci-
ety still is that every woman, to make even
the smallest expenditure, has to ask some
man or the otherin herlife. And so what this
1,000 rupees a month really looks to do is
to put money in her pocket that is hers. So
whether that’s a college-going girl who
might want extrabooks, or whetherit's just
a homemaker who wants to go out and
watch a movie without having to ask any-
one. It’s a very different kind of empower-
ment. The money that is put into women’s
pocketsis going to circulate in the economy.

Jatin Anand: Whatimpact of the

subsidies do you see on the larger
economy of Delhi over the years?

The revenue has not gone down be-
cause the budget size has increased. That
we virtually get no assistance from the
Centre basically means that our revenues
have gone up, right? Can we do better on
our revenue collection? Of course, and one
of the advantages of GST is that it is looking
to connect the entire tax network. So you
can have data analytics-based detection of
tax evasion and that is something that we
have been working towards. We have been
fundingall of our policies, capital infrastruc-
ture, and revenue expenses from the rev-
enue collected. So our revenue base hasin-
creased and Delhi’s trend has shown that
revenues will continue to increase. If you
were to look at the budget just before ours,
thatis 2014-15, the size was approximately
30,500 crore. Today the budget size, despite
GST compensation coming to an end, is
76,000 crore.l don’t think there is any state
that would have seen this kind of growthin
its budget size without taking any loans. We
are probably one of the most fiscally respon-
sible governments across the country, how-
ever we may be labelled.

Mallica Joshi: Power subsidy is a major
plank for you. So why this decision to
make it voluntary?

There has been a lot of discussion after
the pink ticket, where a lot of women said
that we don’t want to travel for free and we
can afford to pay for our bus ride. So that is
how this conversation started. Those who
do not want to access the subsidy, should
be able to say no.

Jatin Anand: Why hasn’t this subsidy
been extended to the metro, where
the fares have constantly increased?
Isitanissue of administrative
implementation sinceyou’rea
50-50 partner with the Centre.

Most of our subsidies are targeted to-
wards the lower segments; not by saying
thatyou have to have aBPL card. Whenyou
put those benchmarks, then people have to
stand in long lines in front of SDM offices,
show their IDs, and show that they are ac-
tually poor. But if you were to see the design
of our subsidies, almost all of them are de-
signed for the lower economic strata. Two
hundred units of electricity will only be
used by those who do not have any large
appliances. Our subsidies are targeted to
support those who need it the most with-
out making them lose their dignity.

The sole woman member of
Delhi government’s cabinet
of ministers, Atishi not only
has over a dozen portfolios,

but also presented her first
budget on the heels of AAP’s

10 years in Delhi. Considered

‘No 2’ in the government and
a founding member of AAP
which is marching into

the Lok Sabha elections
alongside the Congress as

part of the INDIA alliance,
Atishi has held fort in the
absence of significant names
such as Manish Sisodia
and Satyendra Jain while
dealing with challenges

of continuing with the
government’s welfare
state-inspired subsidies —
including the new Rs 1,000
per month payout for
eligible beneficiaries
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Today, both ED

and CBI, and other
agencies are being used
to persecute the
Opposition...

The crisis that the
country is facing today
is that all the democratic
institutions are being
obliterated one by one

Is it not election rigging if you are finishing
off the Opposition by using the ED?’

Delhi Finance Minister Atishi, who recently presented her maiden budget, on state subsidies including an honorarium of Rs 1,000
for women above the age of 18, election rigging and how central agencies are being used to obliterate the Opposition. The
conversation was moderated by The Indian Express City Editor Mallica Joshi and Assistant Editor Jatin Anand
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Mallica Joshi: With several attempts by
various officers to stop these schemes,
how do you intend to make your voters
understand thatyou are not being able
towork?

[ think the people of Delhi understand.
Ihave lived in Delhi all my life where power
cuts were a way of life. Even after the sum-
mer of 2014, there were eight-hour-long
power cuts. Electricity was so expensive
that for a lower middle-class family, there
was a point of time when you had to almost
reduce other expenditures to pay your
power bills. Water tankers and fights over
them were a way of life for at least one-third
of the city. And who would pay the price?
Women and girls, who would, from early
morning, start queuing up outside their
slums. So the lives of people in Delhi have
changed in thelast 10 years and people feel
it. That is why despite the fact that we are
in constant tussle with the Central govern-
ment and many of our policies not being
able to reach their fruition, people of Delhi
staunchly stand behind Arvind Kejriwal.

Mallica Joshi: Have you found a way to
deal with this tussle over important
policy decisions?

The legal battle between the Delhi gov-
ernment and the Central government went
on for eight years. The Supreme Court has,
inallits rulings, clearly said that apart from
land, law and order and police, all power lies
with the Delhi government. Control over
offices, entire services, lies with the Delhi
government. Now, after eight years, when
a Constitution Bench gives an order, the
Central government brings an ordinance
within eight days to try and overturnit. An
ordinance thatis blatantly unconstitutional.
It is also the responsibility of the Supreme
Court to hear us out and give a final verdict.
We are accountable to the people, but we
do not have the power for it. In the May or-
der Justice Chandrachud talked about the
triple chain of accountability. The legisla-
ture is accountable to the people who have
voted for it. The cabinet is accountable to
the legislature, the council of ministers. And
the officers have to be accountable to the
council of ministers because it is through
this triple chain of accountability that the
bureaucracy is accountable to the people.
Soitisnotaquestion of bureaucracy notan-
swering to us. It effectively means that the
bureaucracy is not fulfilling people’s wishes.

Jatin Anand: You've accused the BJP of
plotting to do away with the Delhi
Assembly. How much of it, do you
think, is on their agenda?

It’s very clear that the BJP realises that
they’re not going to win in Delhi. So elec-
tion after election, they have tried every

trick in the book but have not won. In the
MCD elections, they again tried every trick,
including amending the MCD Act, trying to
sort of gerrymander the municipal wards,
delaying the election, having it at exactly
the same time as the Gujarat election, and
again did not win. So all of their attempts,
beit to stop the work, be it to threaten the of-
ficers, suspend officers who are working in
close tandem with the government, start
vigilance inquiries, are basically an attempt
tomake the Kejriwal government less pop-
ular. Let us hope that the constitutionality
of this country is upheld.

Rahul Sabharwal: How has the absence
of Manish Sisodia, Satyndra Jain and
Sanjay Singh been felt in the party?
Also, every two weeks, AAP lays the
allegation that the CM is going tobe
arrested. Whatisitbased on?

Oneis of course the emotional and psy-
chological dimension. For all of us they are
very close colleagues. AAP is also different
from other political parties because we are
stillavery small group of people. It's almost
like the start-up where everyone has
worked together day and night to bring the
party to where it is today. You have Manish
Sisodia’s wife whois extremely unwell and
her health is deteriorating everyday. And
we can see that while in so many cases and
evenin the so-called excise policy case, peo-
ple are getting bail for much smaller condi-
tions and reasons, he is not getting bail. We
see that Satyendra Jain, whose health over
one year that he was in Tihar, saw such in-
credible deterioration that he could barely
stand by the time he got his medical bail.
Butitisalsoamatter of pride for us thatde-
spite this kind of intense persecution, AAP
leaders are not broken, who despite the
most intense political persecution have
been able to stand up to the BJP.

As for AAP saying every few weeks that

_I.ﬂflav,
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Arvind Kejriwal is being arrested, you've got
the sequence wrong. First BJP says that
Arvind Kejriwal is going to be arrested. As
soon as they do their press conferences, ED
miraculously sends summons the nextday.
Today, both ED, CBI and all other agencies
are just being used to persecute the
Opposition. How do we get to know that he
might get arrested? We also have well-
wishers. They have raided all the AAPlead-
ers. They have notbeen able to recover one
rupee of proceeds of crime. Everybody
knows what is going on.

MANQOJ CG: When AAP was formed in
2012, itwas sort of a corrective force in
Indian politics. From then to now
joining an opposition force whose
leaders you once called corrupt, how
did this transition happen and whatis
the message that you are sendingtoa
young and educated person, who may
want to join politics?

AAP is the best possible option for
young, idealistic people to join politics.
Because at the end of the day, what is the
biggest faultline in Indian politics? It is the
question of who is it that the government
represents? The people who vote for it, or
the people who are funding that political
partyinits elections? And I think that is re-
ally what makes AAP different. As for the
INDIA alliance and the fact that there are
many parties in it whom we may have
called corrupt —yes, thatis absolutely true.
But the political scenario of the country 10
years back and today has changed dramat-
ically. Even if you have to fight corruption,
you do require a constitutional framework
under which that fight can happen. The cri-
sis that the countryis facing today is that all
democratic institutions are being obliter-
ated one by one. You have the government
thatbrings in a bill which removes the Chief
Justice of India and brings a government

The dangerous thing
about BJP’s politics has
been that religious
identity becomes the
basis on which they are
asking for votes... AAP
has never asked for
votes on the basis

of religion

minister. What doyou thinkis going to hap-
pen to the neutrality of the Election
Commission? You have the CBland the ED
that are being misused only for the purpose
of persecuting the Opposition. You have
bank accounts of the Opposition parties be-
ing frozen a month before the election. You
are arresting leaders of all political parties.
What remains of this democracy?

Today election rigging is happening by
using the ED. How is it not anything but
election rigging if you are finishing off all
Opposition parties by using this one
agency? If you want to make a list of raids
that the ED has carried out against the
Opposition parties and against ruling party
leaders, it would probably be 100 to 0, just
within the last six months. The Chandigarh
mayor elections just happened to be caught
on CCTV camera but otherwise whatis this
horse trading? I remember when the
Karnataka elections happened, on one TV
channel, Ram Madhav was present. He was
saying, we’ll make the government. An an-
chor said, but you're short of the majority
mark. Towhich he responded, ‘humare paas
Amit Shah hai’. Why are all these MLAs
coming fromone party to the other? Itis be-
cause of the ED and the money offered.

Vikas Pathak: If Kejriwal did well and
people, as rational agents, took their
choice, would you say that the same
happened at the national level. Did the
same voters become gullible?

There are multiple factors when people
go out to vote. There is, of course, how the
government has performed. Another fac-
tor is that they want to back the winning
horse. They don’t want to vote for someone
whom they thinkis going tolose. What was
different in 2015 was that people of Delhi
thought that AAPwas a viable alternative. In
Lok Sabha elections, when people voted for
the BJP in 2014, it was not just a vote for
Modi, it was a vote against the Congress and
people wanted a change. Another factor in
the BJP’s victory is, ‘what is the choice’.

LizMathew: What do you think about
the life of the Opposition Alliance,
especially after June 2024?

The building of this alliance has been a
very unique experience for us also because
our party had so far gone solo.
Unfortunately, things in the alliance have
moved slower than what we would have
wanted and what we would have expected.
Currently, we hope for the best.

Aakash Joshi: There is areluctance,
perhaps, to ideologically take on the
ruling party on the issue of religion and
politics or majoritarianism. Is it
strategic silence or what used tobe

called soft Hindutva?

India is a religious country and religion
is a very important part of everyone’s day-
to-day lives. For anyone who has ever tried
to suppress the religious identity of any
community, it is a mistake. The problem is
not that people have areligiousidentity and
they should be allowed to express it. The
dangerous thing about the BJP’s politics has
been that this becomes the basis on which
they are asking for votes, which means that
they are asking for votes of one religious
community and not of another.
Interestingly, it's not just Muslims who have
been the targets of the BJP. When the farmer
protests happened, did you see the speed
with which the farmers were labelled as
terrorists, Khalistanis, etc? AAP has never
asked for votes on the basis of religion.

Deeptiman Tiwari: How much help did
you or your government provide to
Muslims living in Jahangirpuri when
bulldozers rolled out in the area in April
2022? You’d made a statement
labelling the residents as Rohingyas
and Bangladeshi —illegal immigrants
— almost taking the BJP trope and
people call the BJP a communal party
because of that. Wouldn’t the same
people callyou acommunal party?

Not just Jahangirpuri, but everywhere
across the city, wherever demolitions have
happened, when help is not possible offi-
cially through the government, we have had
our party, MLAs, counsellors always there
on the ground in terms of support. Ialsobe-
lieve that statement was misinterpreted be-
cause the BJP always levels allegations that
they are running bulldozers because XYZ
may be from Bangladesh, maybe
Rohingyas, etc. The question to the BJP then
was thatif they are illegal immigrants, who
isresponsible? It is the BJP. If people are in-
filtrating your country, who may be from
Bangladesh or Myanmar, reaching Delhi
and getting Aadhaar cards made, then it is
definitely the BJP who has to answer for it.

Jatin Anand: Was there any discussion
within the party regarding allegations
around the Chief Minister’s residence?

The way the issue was portrayed was
as if Arvind Kejriwal was getting his own
house built. It's the official residence of the
CM, a building that was about 48 years old
and falling apart. So when the residence of
aCM gets built, there is an entire official es-
tablishment that comes with it compris-
ing his camp office that would have at least
50 staff who are functioning there, attend-
ing to public grievances. Obviously, it will
have to be built as per whatever norms ex-
ist for the government. It is not Kejriwal’s
personal residence.






