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Nicolas Maduro. AP

VENEZUELA
Madurodeclared
party candidate
in July election

Caracas: Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro
Saturday became his
party’s official nominee
forJuly’s presidential elec-
tion, which would allow
him to stroll into a third
consecutive term with no
real competition on the
horizon.Not unusual to
Venezuela, the election
has been plagued with
controversy since
Maduro’s main opponent,
Maria Corina Machado —
who swept an opposition
coalition’s primary elec-
tion with more than 90%
of votes — was disquali-
fied by Venezuelan au-
thorities to hold public of-
fice for 15 years.Maduro
accepted the nomination
as the ruling United
Socialist Party's candidate
for the July 28 presidential
election during a party
gathering in Caracas, say-
ing he has “the support of
the people.” AP

PAKISTAN

Will retaliate
terror: Zardari at
soldiers’ funeral

Islamabad: Pakistan would
retaliate against every force
that enters its border to
commit terror and make it
accountable for the blood
of each fallen soldier,
President Asif Ali Zardari
said on Sunday. Zardari's
comment came after he at-
tended the funeral prayer
of two officers who were
among the seven Pakistan
Army personnel killed in a
terrorist attack on Saturday
in the country's restive
North Waziristan region. A
Lt Colonel and a Captain
were killed along with five
soldiers. PTI

MALDIVES
Pollboxestobe
placedinIndia, Sri
Lanka, Malaysia

Male: The ballot boxes for
Maldives' upcoming parlia-
ment elections will be
placed in India, Sri Lanka
and Malaysia, after over
11,000 Maldivians submit-
ted re-registration requests
torelocate their polling sta-
tions, the poll body de-
clared Sunday. The window
for people to relocate their
voting stations for the April
21 parliamentary polls ex-
pired Saturday, reports said
citing an official notifica-
tion. The top polls body re-
ceived 11,169 applications
requesting re-registration
at different voting stations
during this period. PTI

NIGER
Juntasaysit
revoked military
accord withUS

Niamey: Niger'sruling junta
has revoked with immedi-
ate effect a military accord
thatallows military person-
nel and civilian staff from
the US Department of
Defense on its soil, junta
spokesperson said
Saturday. The decision fol-
lows a visit by US officials
this week. AUS official said
senior officials had "frank
discussions” in Niamey ear-
lier this week about the tra-
jectory of Niger's ruling mil-
itary council. - known as
the CNSP. Since seizing
power in July last year, the
Niger junta have kicked out
Frenchand other European
forces,and turned to Russia
forsupport. = REUTERS

UNDER CLASSIFIED $1.8 BN CONTRACT WITH NRO
SPACEX BUILDING US SPY-SATELLITE NETWORK: SOURCES

SPACEX IS building a network of hundreds of spy satellites under a dlassified contract with a US intelligence
agency, five sources familiar with the program said, signalling deepening ties between Elon Musk’s space com-
pany and national security agencies. The network is being built under a $1.8 billion contract signed in 2021 with
the National Reconnaissance Office, an intelligence agency that manages spy satellites, sources said. REUTERS

Ukraine launches far-ranging drone
attacks on final day of Russia polls

Putin says people will respond to assaults with even greater cohesion

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MOSCOW, MARCH 17

UKRAINE LAUNCHED a massive
new wave of drone attacks on
Russia Sunday as Russians cast
ballots on the final day of a presi-
dential vote set to extend
President Vladimir Putin’s rule for
another six years.

The Russian Defense Ministry
reported downing 35 Ukrainian
drones overnight, including four
in the Moscow region.

Moscow Mayor Sergei
Sobyanin said a fifth drone, close
to the capital’'s Domodedovo air-
port, was downed on Sunday
morning. No casualties or dam-
age were reported. According to
the Defense Ministry, two drones
were shot down over the Kaluga
region, just south of the Russian
capital, and four in the Yaroslavl
region, northeast of Moscow.

The attacks on the Yaroslavl re-
gion, which is located about 800
kilometers from the Ukrainian
border, were some of the farthest
launched by Ukraine so far.

Officials said a drone fell on a
refinery in Krasnodar, sparking a
blaze. Refineries and oil terminals
have been key targets of Ukrainian
drone attacks. Putin described
these as attempts by Ukraine to
derail Russia’s presidential poll.

“Those enemy strikes haven't
been and won't be left unpun-
ished,” Putin vowed during
Friday meeting of his Security
Council. “I'm sure that... the peo-
ple of Russia, will respond to that
with even greater cohesion.”

ICELAND VOLCANO SPEWS LLAVA AGAIN
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#STOPPUTIN

—

Yulia Navalnaya, the wife of Alexei Navalny, with supporters during a protest against Putin
outside the Russian Embassy in Berlin on Sunday. Reuters

Opponents hold anti-Putin
‘noon protests’ across Russia

Moscow: Thousands of people
turned up at polling stations
across Russia on Sunday to take
part in what the anti-Kremlin
opposition said was a peaceful
but symbolic political protest
against the re-election of
President Vladimir Putin.

In an action called “Noon
against Putin”, Russians who op-
pose the veteran Kremlin leader
went to their local polling station
atmidday to either spoil their bal-
lot paper in protest or to vote for
one of the three candidates stand-

ing against Putin, who is widely
expected to win by a landslide.
Navalny’s allies broadcast videos
on YouTube of lines of people
queuing up at different polling sta-
tions across Russia. Yulia
Navalnaya, wife of Alexei Navalny,
took part in a protest in Berlin.
Navalny had endorsed the
“Noon against Putin” plan in a
message on social media facili-
tated by his lawyers before he
died. The Novaya Gazeta newspa-
per called the action “Navalny's
political testament”. REUTERS

Economy: Putin’s

- grip on power
THE ECONOMY'’S resilience
in the face of bruising
Western sanctions is a big
factor behind Putin’s grip on
power in Russia, a major
player in the global energy
sector. The economy is ex-
pected to grow 2.6% this
year, according to the
International Monetary
Fund, compared with the
0.9% expansion predicted in
Europe. Inflation is forecast
at more than 7% but unem-
ployment remains low.

EXPLAINED

People watch plumes of smoke from volcanic activity near Mt Hagafell in Iceland on Saturday. A volcano erupted on Saturday
for the fourth time since December, the country's Meteorological Office said. The eruption began around 8.20p m GMT and the
fissure was estimated to be about 2.9-km-long, the Met Office said in a statement. AP

Sunak’s leadership in turmoil amid infighting

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON, MARCH 17

AUK minister came out strongly
in defence of his party leader
Rishi Sunak on Sunday as the in-
creasingly beleaguered prime
minister attempts to ride outin-
fighting within the ranks, with
sections to the right of the gov-
erning Conservative Party call-

UK Prime
Minister
Rishi Sunak

ing for a leadership change
ahead of a general election ex-
pected later in the year.

Sunak has ruled out the
prospect of an early election in

May and with possibly months
before the polls, the murmurings
of rebellion within the Tory ranks
fearful of losing their seats seem
to be growing at a steady pace.
Transport Secretary Mark
Harper was asked duringa TV in-
terview if he thinks Sunak will lead
the Party at the general election.
“Yes hewill,and...he'll set out very
clearly that we're a government
witha plan,” Harper told Sky News.

According to The Daily
Telegraph, a meeting has taken
place thisweekend between lead-
ing figures on the right wing and
prominent supporters of Penny
Mordaunt from when she previ-
ously ran for the Tory leadership
after the exit of Boris Johnson.

The pressure on Sunakis likely
to intensify after the local council
and mayoral elections, when the
Tories are expected to sufferlosses.
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UNAGENCY SAYS HUNGER CRISIS WORSENING

With truce talks set to

resume, Netanyahu

raises Rafah ops pitch

Mossad chief 111<ely to medlate W1th us, Egypt Qatar

REUTERS
CAIRO, MARCH 17/

ISRAELI PRIME  Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu dismissed
international pressure on Sunday
and said he would keep on with
the military campaign against
Hamas in Gaza, where aid agen-
cies say famine is looming, while
ceasefire talks were set to resume.

Speaking at a cabinet meet-
ing, Netanyahu said Israel would
push into Rafah, the last rela-
tively safe place in the tiny,
crowded Gaza enclave after
more than five months of war.

“We will operate in Rafah.
This will take several weeks, and
it will happen,” he said, without
clarifying if he meant the assault
would last for weeks or would
begin in weeks.

A source familiar with the
truce talks in Qatar told Reuters
the head of Israel's Mossad agency
would join the delegation attend-
ing the negotiations with Qatari,
Egyptian and US mediators.
Hamas presented a new ceasefire
proposal last week. Israel’s secu-
rity cabinet is to meet todiscuss it
before the delegation leaves.

Netanyahu hit out at the
pressure from allies, saying: “Are
you so quick to deny Israel the

Palestinians after an aid airdrop in Gaza city, Sunday. AP

right to defend itself against the
Hamas monsters?”.

“The mediators felt positive
about Hamas' new proposal.
Some in Israel felt the group
made some improvementonits
previous position and it is now
in the hands of Netanyahu alone
to say whether an agreement is
imminent,” said the official, who
asked not to be named.

Meanwhile, The UN aid
agency said Saturday that acute
malnutrition was accelerating in
north Gaza. Trucks of flour have
reached north Gaza to areas that
have had no aid in four months.

Biden mocks Trump:
One of the candidates
is too old and mentally
unfit, the other is me

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, MARCH 17

THE BIG news this week,
President Joe Biden said at a
weekend Washington roast, was
“that two candidates had
clinched their party's nomination
for president. But one was tooold,
too mentally unfit for the job.”
“The other’s me,"” Bidden
quipped. The digs against
Republican Donald Trump kept
coming from the president at the
annual Gridiron Club and
Foundation Dinner, as Biden de-
flected ongoing
criticism that his
memory is hazy
and he appears
confused, instead

Joe Biden; Donald Trump

&5

inits 139thyear, traces its history
to 1885 — that was the year
President Grover Cleveland re-
fused to attend. Every president
since has come to at least one
Gridiron.

Thedinner hasareputationas
a night of biparti-
san mirth, and
was jam-packed
with politicians
and who's-who of

mentswhenthe  RACE FOR - qeaiveen .
77-year-old THE WHITE presidentkamala
sippedupoo. HOUSE i Doue

“Don’t tell Emhoff, at least

him, he thinks he's running
against Barack Obama, that's
what he said,” said Biden, 81,
who also quipped that he was
staying up way past his bedtime.

It was the first time Biden has
attended the dinner during his
presidency, and comes as the
2024 election looms and the re-
match between Biden and
Trump heats up.

The annual bacchanalia, now

eight other Cabinet members, at
least five members of Congress,
five governors and at least five
ambassadors.

Irish Taoiseach Leo Varadkar,
who's in town for St. Patrick’s
Day, also attended.

Also speaking at the dinner
were Harris, Michigan Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer, a Democrat,
and Utah Gov. Spencer Cox, a
Republican.

' EU.TOBOLSTEREGYPT

TIES WITH FUNDING

Cairo: The European Union
announced a 7.4 billion euro
($8.06 billion)funding pack-
age and an upgraded rela-
tionship with Egypt, partofa
push to stem migrant flows
to Europe. The agreement,
which lifts the EU’s relation-
ship with Egypt to a “strate-
gic partnership”, was an-
nounced as a delegation
visited Cairo. REUTERS

Nepal names
Pokhara tourism
capital, to urge
China to operate
more flights

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, MARCH 17

SIGNALLING THAT Nepal will
seek China’s help in develop-
ment, Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamla Dahal Sunday said he
would urge China to treat the
Pokhara International Airport as
a “grant project” from its side
and operate regular commercial
flights to and from China.

Prime Minister Prachanda
made the announcement at
Pokhara while declaring it the
“tourism capital of Nepal”.

The Pokhara international air-
port built by China was declared
ready for commercial operation
in January 2022, but remained
unused ever since, as the govern-
ments of Nepal and China have
conflicted over whether it was a
project under the Belt and Road
Initiative or not, with Nepal stick-
ing to the latter status.

The announcement coincided
with Nepal's final preparation to
secure Chinese aid to build the
Nepal-China Industrial Friendship
Park in nearly 4,000 acres, with
the possibility of it extending to
6,600 acres in east Nepal's Jhapa
along north Bengal border.

The parkand a327-MegaWatt
upper Marsyangdi hydroenergy
project are likely to be formalised
atKathmandu’s Investment sum-
mit on April 29-30, Pradhyunna
Upadhyaya, spokesperson of the
Nepal Investment Board told The
Indian Express.

OVER HALF OF PORT-AU-PRINCE HOSPITALS ARE CLOSED OR ONLY PARTIALLY FUNCTIONAL DUE TO VIOLENCE, ROBBERY

Haiti’s crisis-hit hospltals face new challenge: Looting by gangs

DAVID ADAMS
& FRANCES ROBLES
FLORIDA, MARCH 17

TAINA CENATUS, a 29-year-old
culinary student in Haiti, lost her
balance at school one day this
month and toppled over, but it
was not until she hit the ground
that she realized she had been
hit in the face by a stray bullet.

It left a small hole in her
cheek, just missing her jawbone
and teeth.

Unlike many Haitians
wounded by gunfire in the mid-
dle of a vicious gang takeover of
the capital, Port-au-Prince, Ms.
Cenatus was actually lucky that
day — she made it toaclinic. But
she is still in pain, her wound

swelling, and she cannot get any
relief, with more and more hos-
pitals and clinics abandoned by
staff or looted by gangs.

“My teeth hurt,” she said. “I
can feel something is wrong.”

A gang assault on Haiti’s cap-
ital has left an already weak
health care system in tatters.

More than half of the med-
ical facilities in Port-au-Prince
and a large rural region called
Artibonite are closed or not op-
erating at full capacity, experts
said, because they are too dan-
gerous to reach or their medi-
cine and other supplies have
been stolen.

In a country where the
United Nations estimates that up
to one million people are facing
the threat of famine, the unrav-

People displaced due to gang violence at a mobile medical
clinic inside a Port-au-Prince school. AP File

eling of the medical infrastruc-
ture threatens to put thousands
more lives at risk.

Gang members have
stripped many medical facilities
bare, taking most anything of
value, including beds and vehi-
cles. “The bandits looted, vandal-
ized and turned everything up-
side down,” said Theodule
Domond, the director general of
St. Francis de Sales Hospital, one
of Port-au-Prince’s largest and
oldest hospitals with the only
oncology unit in southern Haiti.

With violence rising, the staff
evacuated all of the patients to
private hospitals in recent days,
just before armed gang mem-
bers overran nearby streets, ran-
sacking and setting fire to several
government buildings.

Even in periods of less up-
heaval, the public health system
was already in shambles, but
now hospitals run by humani-
tarian groups and churches that
many Haitians depend on are
closing one by one.

The State University Hospital,
the country’s largest public hos-
pital, is closed. Blood supplies are
running low, fuel to run genera-
tors is hard to come by and, be-
cause of the street violence, clin-
ics that remain open cannot
transfer patients needing more
sophisticated treatment. Doctors
also predict a sharp rise in ma-
ternal and infant deaths, as thou-
sands of women will be com-
pelled to give birth at home in
the coming weeks.

Haiti’s public health system

hasresponded in recent years to
repeated emergencies, from a
devastating earthquake in 2010,
to hurricanes to Covid-19 to
cholera and Zika. The strain has
long been fraying the system’s
foundation.

Poor patients cannot afford
to pay for services, further crip-
pling chronically underfunded
hospitals, making it difficult to
purchase needed items.

Before gangs took control of
Port-au-Prince, hospitals still
closed their doors from time to
time because doctors would go
on strike to protest rampant
kidnappings targeting medical
professionals. Several officials
with Haiti’s Ministry of Health
did not respond to requests for
comment. NYT
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SCHEARS SBI TODAY ON REVEALING UNIQUE BOND NUMBERS

Fresh data out: Payments before
2019 polls; DMK, ADMK, JD(S),
NCP among 10 who name donors

BJP tells EC not
bound by law to
keep donor
records; Cong
says it has told SBI
to share with EC

RITUSARIN &
RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

ADAY before the Supreme Court
hears the State Bank of India's re-
sponse regarding its failure to dis-
close the unique alphanumeric
code for each electoral bond pur-
chased and redeemed, the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) released a fresh set of data
on Sunday that further bolsters
the demand for matching elec-
toral bond donors to political par-
ties, with as many as 10 regional
parties voluntarily disclosing the
names of their contributors.

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK); All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK); Janata Dal
(Secular); Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP); Jammu & Kashmir
National Conference (JKNC);
Janata Dal United (JDU); Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP); Samajwadi
Party; Sikkim Democratic Front;
and a Goa party, the
Maharashtra Gomantak Party,
have revealed names of donors
who contributed via electoral
bonds between March 2018 and
April 2019.

Although this isn't unprece-
dented — Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha had voluntarily disclosed
Rs 1 crore donation from
Hindalco Industries Limited
through an electoral bond in
2019-20 — the second instal-
ment of information pertaining
to electoral bonds revealed by ECI
is crucial as it is the biggest dis-
closure of details (although par-
tial) to date on which donor ex-
actly donated to which party.

For example, Future Gaming
and Hotel Services Pvt Ltd ,run
by Santiago Martin, the largest
contributor through electoral
bonds, allocated nearly 40% of its
total purchases — exceeding Rs
1,300 crore — from 2019 to 2024
to the DMK, the reigning party in
Tamil Nadu.

Similarly, Megha Engineering
and Infrastructure Ltd (MEIL), the
second-largest purchaser of
bonds of almost Rs 1,000 crore,
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EXPLAINED

IT MAY not be clear how
the regional parties know
the IDs of their donors
but the fact that 10 of
them have voluntarily re-
vealed their names
strengthens the case for
SBI to disclose the bond
numbers so that the
donor can be matched
with the party.

INSIDE

10 REGIONAL PARTIES
ENCASHED ¥900-CR
EBs TILLAPR 12,2019

AROUND 2019 POLLS,
CSK WAS AIADMK’S

DONOR NO.1
PAGE 10

gave away Rs 50 crore to the JD(S)
in Karnataka. Narayana Murthy-
led Infosys donated Rs 1 crore to
JD(S) two months before the
2018 Karnataka elections.

JKNC received Rs 50 lakh
from Sunil Mittal-promoted
Bharti Airtel in 2019. The Bajaj
Group donated Rs 3 crore to the
Aam Aadmi Party, becoming its
biggest donor via electoral
bonds, days before the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections. Bharti Airtel Ltd

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Months before ’19 polls,
BJP got over 3K crore,
77% of its year’s count
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SHYAMLALYADAV
NEW DELHI,MARCH 17

THAT the BJP is the No. 1 recipi-
ent of poll bonds is a trend that
was established since the incep-
tion of the scheme.

Indeed, the ruling BJP re-
deemed over Rs 3,941.57 crore
between March 2018 to May 22,
2019, according to a fresh set of
data released by the Election
Commission today. And 77.4% of
this (Rs 3,050.11 crore) flowed
into the party’s coffers in March,
April and May 2019, the three
months in the run-up to Lok
Sabha polls.

The Lok Sabha polls 2019

LOTTERY COMPANY GAVE 40% OF ITS TOTAL BONDS TO DMK

Future Gaming, Bond Buyer No. ],
was DMK’s top donor at 3509 cr

ARUN JANARDHANAN
& DEEPTIMANTIWARY
CHENNAI, NEW DELHI,
MARCH 17

THE BIGGEST purchaser of elec-
toral bonds, lottery company
Future Gaming and Hotel
Services Pvt Ltd, which bought
bonds worth over Rs 1,300 crore
between 2019 and 2024, do-
nated almost 40% of its total pur-
chases to the DMK.

The DMK, currently the rul-
ing party in Tamil Nadu, was
among the parties which named
its poll bond donors, according

to the latest data put out by the
Election Commission on Sunday.

According to the data, the
party received a total of Rs 656.5
crore via poll bonds from April

DMK’S TOP DONORS (IN ¥ CRORE)
Future Gaming 509 RamcoCements 5
and Hotel Services IRB Infra Developers 2
Mega Infrastructure 105 = T3KkshmiMachine Works 1.5
India Cements 14 Bina 1
SunTV Network Ltd 10 Apollo 1
Triveni 8 Compiled by: Shijith P Kunbhitty

19, 2019 till November 14, 2023.
This included Rs 509 crore from
Future Gaming, run by Santiago
Martin, between April 2019 and

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

JD(S) GOT ¥89.75 CRIN ALL, ¥50 CR FROM MEGHA ENGINEERING

Over half of JD(S)’s bond donations
from Megha Engg, Bond Buyer No. 2

AKRAMM

& DEEPTIMANTIWARY
BENGALURU, NEW DELHI,
MARCH 17

JANATA DAL (Secular), which was
among the parties to have dis-
closed the identity of their elec-
toral bond donors, received more
than half of its total Rs 89.75-crore
donations from Hyderabad-based

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

]

JD(S)’S TOP DONORS (IN ¥ CRORE)
Megha Engineering 50 AmarRajGroups 2
& Constructions Shahi Exports 15

!Embassy Group 22_ Infosys Technologies 1

JSW Steel 5 AdityaBirla Group 0.5

Shankaranarayana 5  Health Care Global 0.25

Constructions Enterprises

BICON Ltd 25 Compiled by: Shijith P Kunhitty

were announced on March 10
that year and counting of votes
was done on May 23.

In all, the BJP has redeemed
at least Rs 8,451.41 crore since
launch of the scheme.

Along with Lok Sabha polls,
there were Assembly polls for
Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Odisha as well.

The geography of the
branches from where these
bonds were issued, shows that
BJP got money from across the
country with major contribu-
tions from Mumbai (Rs 1,493.21
crore), Kolkata (Rs 1,068.91 crore)
and New Delhi (666.08 crore).

In November-December

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

AAP names
its donors till
May 2019,
Bajaj Group
top of list

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI,MARCH 17

BETWEEN APRIL 2018 and May
2019, the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) got Rs 5.75 crore through
electoral bonds — from five com-
panies and two individuals.

Of this, the Bajaj Group ac-
counted for Rs 3 crore, credited
on April 10, 2019, becoming the
party's biggest poll bond donor
ahead of the Lok Sabha elections
that year.

The AAP was among the par-
ties which disclosed the names
of donors in the latest data re-
leased by the Election
Commission (EC) on Sunday.

According to the data, the
AAP got Rs 69.06 crore through
electoral bonds between April
2018 and July 2023. The party,
however, disclosed the names of
donors only for the period till
May 2019.

In this period, the second
highest electoral bond donor
was Gujarat-based Torrent
Pharmaceuticals Limited and
Pune-based @ BG  Shirke
Construction Technology Private
Limited, both of which donated
Rs 1 crore each through single

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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PM Narendra Modi, TDP president N Chandrababu Naidu and
JanaSena Party chief Pawan Kalyan on Sunday. P11
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At the INDIA bloc rally in Mumbai on Sunday. Amit Chakravarty

PM, Naidu hold show
of strength in Andhra:
‘NDA will cross 400’

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

NEARLY A decade after they first
shared the stage on April 30,
2014, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
chief N Chandrababu Naidu and
JanaSena Party (JSP) chief K
Pawan Kalyan came together for
a public meeting at Chilakal-
uripeta, in Palnadu district of
Andhra Pradesh, on Sunday.
The NDA rally, “Prajagalam”,

turned into a massive show of
strength by the three parties,
which joined forces earlier this
month for the Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections in Andhra
Pradesh.

Addressing the crowd in
Hindi, with Andhra BJP chief
Daggubati Purandeshwari trans-
lating his speech into Telugu,
Modi said: “The NDA keeps re-
gional aspirations as well as na-
tional progress in mind. Naidu
and Pawan Kalyan are working

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Opp raises poll bonds,
EVMs to target PM
as Rahul yatra ends

ALOKDESHPANDE
MUMBAI,MARCH17

FROM UPLIFT of backward
classes to increased vigilance in
the use of EVMs, leaders of the
Opposition INDIA bloc set the
agenda as they sounded the bu-
gle for the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections at Mumbai's Shivaji
Park ground Sunday. The show
of strength, during which the
Opposition leaders targeted
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Mob targets Gujarat Univ’s foreign
students during namaz, 5 injured

Gujarat govt taking strict action, says MEA; two arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, MARCH 17

FIVE FOREIGN students of
Gujarat University were injured,
including two who had to be
hospitalised, when a group of
20-25 people barged into their

hostel and assaulted them for of-
fering namaz during Ramzan in
the hostel building Saturday
night. Two of the assailants were
arrested Sunday, police said,
adding that an FIR has been
lodged and investigations were
on to identify the rest.
According to the police, the

two foreign students who had to
be hospitalised are from Sri Lanka
and Turkmenistan. While one of
them is still in hospital, the other
hasbeendischarged, they said. Of
the other students who sustained
injuries, two are from African na-
tions and one from Afghanistan.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

and his government, also
marked the culmination of
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi's
Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra.

Addressing the mega rally,
Gandhi termed the electoral
bond scheme as the national
version of road side “hafta va-
sooli”, or extortion.

“Today Narendra Modi has a
monopoly over corruption.
Electoral bond is nothing but na-
tional hafta vasooli. They give
contract and take percentage.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Fresh data out: Payments before 2019 polls; DMK, AIADMK, JD(S), NCP among 10 who name donors

and Serum Institute's Cyrus
Poonawala donated to NCP dur-
ing 2018-19.

Meanwhile, some of the
largest political parties, suchas the
BJP, Congress, and TMC, among
others, have refrained from dis-
closing any information about
their donors.

Notably, the BJP, inits submis-
sion to the ECI on November 15,
2023, stated thatitis not obligated
by law to maintain records of the
names and particulars of electoral
bond donors, and therefore, did

not possess such details. Congress,
on the other hand, told ECI that it
has requested SBI to share the
identity of itsbond donors directly
with the Commission as it didn't
have these details.

At least three parties, namely
the Communist Party of India,
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and Communist Party
of India (Marxist-Leninist)
Liberation, informed the
Commission that they had chosen
to not accept any donations via
electoral bonds.

Althoughit's not clear how the
10regional parties figured details
of electoral bond donors given
that the bond doesn't carry their
names in order to protect their
identity, Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
spokesperson Supriyo
Bhattacharya had told this news-
paper in April 2021 that his party
found out about the donor only
when Hindalcoreached out seek-
ing a receipt for the contribution.

According to Prashant
Bhushan, who is arguing he case
on behalf of the petitioner

e Months before 2019 Lok Sabha polls, BJP got
more than 33,000 crore, 77% of its year’s count

2018, there were Assembly
polls in Karnataka,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Telangana, Mizoram.
BJP had lost MP, Chhattisgarh
and Rajasthan and returned to
the government in Bhopal after
a defection in Congress.
Bonds redeemed during
months of October and
November 2018 showed that
BJP received Rs 330.41 crore in
total. The next tranche was
opened in January 2019 and the
party redeemed bonds worth

Rs 173 crore.

It was the Lok Sabha polls
that opened the tap.

The window opened in
early March in 2019, just before
Lok Sabha polls were an-
nounced and in March that
year, BJP redeemed bonds val-
ued at Rs 769.48 crore.

In April, when polling began,
the BJP’s redemption surged to
Rs 1572.93 crore and in May
that year, the party redeemed
bonds for Rs 707.70 crore.

Data also shows that
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Kolkata accounted for 27 per
cent of the BJP’s total collec-
tions during the period March
2018 to May 2019, showing
how this was emerging as its
new battleground - it won an
unprecedented 18 of the state’s
472 seats.

Over 38 percent of the BJP’s
redemptions were of bonds
from Mumbai and the party re-
deemed Rs 666.08 crore (17%)
in New Delhi. From Hyderabad,
where BJP has little presence, it
redeemed Rs 106.26 crore.

¢JD(S)’s bond donations

Megha Engineering and Infrastructures Ltd

According to the details submitted to the
Election Commission of India by H D Deve
Gowda, national president of the JD(S), electoral
bond donations from MEIL amounted to Rs 50
crore — nearly 56 per cent of total received by

Run by Krishna Reddy, MEIL is involved in
marquee projects of the Telangana government
such as the Kaleswaram Dam project. In total,
the company and its subsidiaries have spent
more than Rs 1,200 crore on electoral bonds be-
tween April 2019 and November 2023, as per
datareleased by the Election Commission. This
makes it the second-largest purchaser of elec-
toral bonds.

In October 2019, the Income Tax depart-
ment raided the offices of the company.
Following this, a probe was also initiated by the
Enforcement Directorate. On April 12 that year
alone, MEIL had purchased bonds worth Rs 50
crore. In March 2019, it had donated bonds
worth Rs 10 crore toJD(S); it also donated Rs 40
crore via poll bonds to the JD(S) in 2023.

While MEIL was the biggest donor to the
JD(S), which has aligned with the BJP in
Karnataka to fight the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections, the second-largest donor to the party
was the Embassy Group of Companies, which
donated Rs 22 crore. All the bonds from the
Embassy Group were received by the JD(S) in
2018 - Rs 3 crore in March, Rs 7 crore in April
and Rs 10 crore in May, two days after the an-
nouncement of the 2018 election results that
led to a hung Assembly.

Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR)in Supreme Court,
Sunday's disclosure by the ECI
only strengthens the argument for
the State Bank of India to share the
unique alphanumeric code for
each bond purchased and re-
deemed.

When contacted, Bhushan
told The Indian Express: "It's evi-
dent now that parties know the
identity of donors. The fact that
some parties haven'trevealed the
details only strengthens our argu-
ment that the State Bank of India

e Future Gaming,

April 2023.The DMK received its
first tranche of electoral bonds
(worth Rs 60 crore) from Future
Gaming in 2020-21.1n 2021-22,
the amount increased to Rs 249
crore.

The Tamil Nadu Assembly
elections were held in April 2021,
when the DMK ousted the then
AIADMK government.

In 2022-23, the DMK re-
ceived another Rs 160 crore via
poll bonds from Future Gaming.
The remaining amount was do-
nated on April 1, 2023.

According to the overall year-
wise data, the DMK received
contributions totalling Rs 45.50
crore in 2019-2020, coinciding
with the May 2019 general elec-
tions. The major donors included
India Cements at Rs 10 crore,
Lakshmi Machine Works (LMW)
at Rs 1.50 crore, RAMCO
Cements at Rs 5 crore, Mega
Infrastructure at Rs 20 crore,

must disclose the electoral bond
numbers, enabling the public to
match the donorwith the political
party.” The first tranche of data
made public by the ECI Thursday
last week had two parts. First, the
name of bond purchasers, the de-
nomination and the date of pur-
chase. Second, details of political
parties, the denomination of
bonds redeemed and when. All
thiswas forbonds purchased and
redeemed under the scheme
from April 1,2019 to February 15,
2024. The total amount donated

ApolloatRs 1 crore, Triveni at Rs
5 crore, Birla at Rs 1 crore, and
IRB at Rs 2 crore.

In 2020-2021, the DMK saw
contributions totaling Rs 80
crore. Future Gaming donated Rs
60 crore, while Mega chipped in
with Rs 20 crore.

While the State Assembly
elections were held inearly 2021,
the 2021-2022 financial year
saw a big jump in the poll bond
contributions received by the
DMK, adding up to Rs 302 crore.
Future Gaming alone con-
tributed Rs 249 crore, with Mega
giving Rs 40 crore, Sun TV
Network Rs 10 crore, India
Cements Rs 4 crore, and Triveni
Rs 3 crore.

The local body polls held in
February 2022 were no less sig-
nificant. The flow of funds via
poll bonds during this period,
notably from entities like Future
Gaming, sustained the momen-

under the scheme during this pe-
riod wasRs 12,156 crore, of which
almost half came from the top 20
donors alone.

This disclosure was forced by
the Supreme Court which struck
down the electoral bonds scheme
introduced by the first Narendra
Modi government in 2018. The
Electoral Bond scheme, notified in
January 2018, allowed individuals
and companies to make dona-
tions to political parties.
Essentially in the nature of a
bearer instrument, it provided

tum.

Among the major donors,
Future Gaming has been closely
associated with the DMK for
many years. Its owner, Santiago
Martin, was targeted by late
Chief Minister ] Jayalalithaa in
2011 for his close ties with the
DMK's first family.

Martin’s son-in-law, Aadhav
Arjuna, used to be a close aide of
Chief Minister M K Stalin’s son-
in-law, Sabareesan, and was seen
asan “insider” of DMK’s political
and strategic operations in the
2021 Assembly polls, a period
when Future Gaming con-
tributed Rs 249 crore to the party.

Arjuna, a basketball player-
cum-gym trainer, would take
part in the seat-sharing talks
with the DMK's smaller allies.
However, he failed to get a DMK
ticket in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls,and joined the VCK,a DMK
ally, last month.

anonymity toits holders,and was
hence challenged in the SC.

On February 15 this year, the
top court termed it “unconstitu-
tional” and scrapped the scheme
with immediate effect. It also di-
rected SBI, the sole issuing author-
ity, to provide all details of bond
purchasers and their redemption
to the ECI, which has been made
public Thursday.

Cumulatively, with the first
and second instalment of infor-
mationshared by EClon Thursday
and Sunday, the ruling Bharatiya

Bond Buyer No. 1, was DMK’s top donor at X509 cr

Triveni, another DMK donor,
is engaged in infrastructure and
engineering projects, with ori-
ginsin Salem, and also has stakes
in mining operations in Odisha.
LMW, also based in Tamil Nadu,
is engaged in machine tools
manufacturing.

In 2022-2023, the poll bond
contributions to the DMK added
up to Rs 185 crore, including Rs
160 crore from Future Gaming,
and Rs 25 crore from Mega.
Future Gaming contributed an
additional Rs 40 crore in 2023.

Future Gaming has been
flagged by the Ministry of Home
Affairs, the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) and sev-
eral central agencies as a com-
pany engaging in fraudulent lot-
tery business. It has been under
the scanner of the MHA since
2015.

As reported by The Indian
Express on Saturday, in

Janata Party (BJP)at the Centre has
received the maximum funds
through these bonds nearly Rs
8,500 crore since they were intro-
duced in 2018, followed by
Congress Party which received
1,950 crore and West Bengal's rul-
ing party Trinamool Congress at
roughly Rs 1,700 crore.

Bharat Rashtra Samithi was
the fourth-largest recipient at ap-
proximately Rs 1,400 and Odisha's
ruling party Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
was the fifth-largest recipient at
Rs 1,010 crore.

September 2023, the MHA
wrote to eight lottery-running
states about the alleged “frauds”
and “irregularities” linked to
Martin’s companies and told
them to stay away. The letter
noted that it had received com-
plaints with “serious allegations”
against Martin and his lottery
firms.

Following this, Future
Gaming went on an electoral
bond buying spree, purchasing
Rs 190 crore worth of bonds the
very next month.

Inearly 2019, the ED began a
money laundering probe against
Future Gaming. By July that year,
it had attached assets worth over
Rs 250 crore. On April 2, 2022,
the ED attached movable assets
worth Rs 409.92 crore in the
case. On April 7, five days after
the attachment of these assets,
Future Gaming bought Rs 100
crore in electoral bonds.

‘ Opp ralsespon bondS’ EVMS — PM aS Rahu1 yatraends R

Second, they threaten. Third, they
use shell companies and, fourth,
contract in terms of money.
Mumbai airport is an example of
it. CBI probe was initiated and
then Adani was given the airport,”
the Congress MP said.

“Everybody thinks that we are
fighting againsta political party or
against an individual called
Narendra Modi. No it is not. He is
justaface. We are fighting against
a particular power. That power
which is in EVMs and in institu-
tions... which is robbing you of
your money and Narendra Modi's
job is to distract your attention
from that,” Gandhi said.

“From media to business
houses, would you find a mem-
ber of the backward class, Dalit or
apoor from general background?
Farmers are denied their due
compensation by companies...in
my 4,000 km of travel (during his
yatra), [ didn't find a single youth
who supported the Agniveer
scheme. Narendra Modi's jobis to
divert your attention from these
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hard here to bring in a double-
engine growth government
whichwill hasten development
in the state. With TDP joining
the NDA, we have become more
stronger.”

“We are going into this elec-
tion with two objectives - to
bring the NDA backin powerin
New Delhi, and to bring down
the state government here. YS-
RCPleaders are competing with
each other in corruption,” he
said. The YSRCP and Congress
are working together to help
each other, Modi said. “In NDA,
we carry all along; but the
Congress has only one agenda
— to use and throw its allies.
Today, Congress may have
formed the INDI alliance, but its
thinking remains the same.”

He urged people to vote for
the NDA, at the Centre and State,
to facilitate implementation of
the Centre’s schemes in the
state. “All NDA MPs and MLAs
will work for you, this is Modi's
guarantee,” he said.

Switching to Telugu, Modi
said: “Nalugu vandalu datali,

issues. There will be China or
Pakistan. He will tell you to light
the diya, switch on mobile or will
cry saying he is being insulted,”
he said.

The rally was attended by
leaders Shiv Sena (UBT),
Nationalist Congress Party (SP),
RJD, DMK, JMM, Samajwadi Party,
AAP, CPI (ML), Vanchit Bahujan
Aghadi, NC and PDP among oth-
ers. Prior to the rally, Gandhialong
with Uddhav Thackeray paid flo-
ral tributes to Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj and at the memorial of
Shiv Sena founder late Bal
Thackeray.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge termed
Prime Minister Modi as a leader
of liars. “Isitwrong? He promised
jobs, money, double income for
farmers. Are these promises ful-
filled? If not, then who is he? Am
I wrong in calling him leader of
liars (jhoothon ka sardar),” said
Kharge. He claimed Modi's return
would mean no elections in fu-
ture asit willlead to dictatorship.

e PM, Naidu show of strength

NDA ki vote veyalli (NDA should
cross 400, so vote for NDA).”
“Resultsare onJune4 which
means the NDA will cross 400,”
he said. “There s this extraordi-
nary coincidence. This time, the
election results are going to be
declared on June 4... and the
whole country is saying ‘400
paar’. So '400 paar' for devel-
oped India, '400 paar' for
Andhra Pradesh’,” he said.
“From this 'prajagalam’
meeting, we are launching the
campaign todrive away the YS-
RCPanditsdirty politics. The PM
has come here to support the
wishes of the 5 crore people of
Andhra Pradesh to see the NDA
in power in the state. The BJP-
TDP-JSP alliance has brought
happiness to the 5 crore people
of Andhra Pradesh,” Naidu said.
The three parties finalised
their seat-sharing formula for
Lok Sabha and state polls on
March 11. Of the 25 Lok Sabha
seats, the BJP will contest six,
TDP17,and JSP2; of the total 175
Assembly seats, the BJPwill con-
test 10, TDP 144, and JSP 21.

¢ AAP names donors till May 2019

bonds. Their donations to AAP
were credited to the party’s ac-
countsin May 2019.Bengaluru-
based KMZ Investments do-
nated Rs 50 lakh to AAP in five
poll bonds of Rs 10 lakh each.
The companyisinvolved in hu-

AAP’S DONORS

Firm Amount

Bajaj Group X3 crore (3 bonds of X1 creach)
TorrentPharma X1 crore (1 bond)

BG Shirke Construction| %1 crore (1bond)

Technology

KMZ Investments %50 lakh (5 bonds of 10 lakh each)
NJK Enterprises %20 lakh (2 bonds of 310 lakh
each)

Rohitasava Chand X5 lakh (5 bonds of X1 lakh each
Arvind Jha %1,000 (one bond)

man health activities. It has an
authorised share capital of Rs. 1
lakh and a paid up capital of Rs
1,000. The party also received
Rs 20 lakh from Bengaluru-
based NJK enterprises in April
2019.

He also took a dig at the elec-
toral bond scheme. “Bonds gave
him thousands of crores and not
few thousands. So it is not pick-
pocketing, It is much bigger than
that,” he said.

Both Gandhi and Kharge
sounded caution on EVMs with
Kharge saying the only way to
tackle the threat of EVM manipu-
lation will be to come outinlarge
numbers.

NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar
said it was Mumbai from where
Mahatma Gandhi gave the call to
the British to Quit India, and the
Opposition has gathered today to
call for the defeat of the present
regime.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Thackeray said he has coined a
slogan against the BJP's claim of
crossing 400 seats this time. “Our
slogan is Ab Ki Baar, BJP Tadipar.
We shall use it from hereafter,” he
said.

Earlier, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin said: “There
is no bigger threat to India than

the BJP. The real victory of Rahul
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
stands in defeating BJP and cap-
turing Delhi.”

Former Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Tejashwi Yadav said,
“We are here not only to defeat
Modi but to defeat the divisive
ideology. We have no personal
enmity against Modi or (Amit)
Shah but our main opposition is
unemployment and poverty.”

Former J&K Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah cautioned vot-
ers over the EVMs. “Your vote is
for those who spilled blood for
the country. The vote is for India.
But remember the machine is a
thief. Do check the paper after
casting the vote.lam sure the IN-
DIA government will cancel the
EVM for good and the ECI will be
freed from government control,”
he said.

AAP's Saurabh Bhardwaj said,
“The only common thing in the
leaders of INDIA frontis that none
of us is scared of going to jail. It is
important to fight, only then can

we win. We have to counter the
EVM game this time by ensuring
that more and more people come
out and vote.”

Although Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav did not
attend the rally, he congratulated
Rahul Gandhi for his “strong de-
termination” on the conclusion of
his yatra.

In a letter to Gandhi on
Sunday, Yadav said, “Rare are
those people, who can take out
such yatra. Heartiest congratula-
tions toyou for your strong deter-
mination.”

“You started this yatra from
Manipur, whichis burning due to
the failure of the BJP government.
You gave a strong message
against the dictator government
from the Northeast. During the
course of the entire yatra, you met
all sections of society, including
farmers, youngsters, women, eld-
erly and you got acquainted with
their problems very closely.”

WITHINPUTS FROMENS,
NEW DELHI

e Mob targets Gujarat Univ’s foreign students

Police have registered a case un-
der IPC provisions relating to un-
lawful assembly, rioting, voluntar-
ily causing hurt and criminal
trespass. The twoarrested persons
have been identified as Hitesh
Mevada and Bharat Patel, bothres-
idents of Ahmedabad.

As videos of the incident
started circulating on social media,
showing some people vandalising
the hostel rooms and damaging
vehicles, Ahmedabad Police
Commissioner G S Malik and
Gujarat University Vice Chancellor
Neerja Gupta reached the hostel
Sunday morning.

Malik told reporters that
around 10.30 pm Saturday, when
some foreign students were offer-
ing namaz, 20-25 people entered
the university's Block A hostel
building and asked why they were
offering prayers there and told
themtodosoatamosque.Thisled
toascuffle followed by stone pelt-
ing and vandalism.

“Somebody informed the po-
lice control roomat 10.51 pmand
aPCRvanreached the spotat 10.56
pm,” Malik said. “We have taken
serious note of the incident and
strict action will be taken.”

The five students who were in-
jured are pursuing different
courses under Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR) scholar-
ships. ICCR Gujarat in-charge
Surendra Kumar told The Indian
Express, “The police and state gov-
ernment are looking into the inci-
dent. As soon as we get an update
from the university authorities we
will inform our headquarters.”

There are around 300 foreign
students under ICCR scholarship
in Gujarat University and around
1,100 students across the state.

A student from Afghanistan
who was among those injured
said: “I was in my room when [
heard slogans of Jai Sri Ram from
outside around 10.30 pm. WhenI
came out I saw some three-four
persons, one of them wearing an
orange scarf, stopping the students
from praying.”

“Averbal spat led to slapping

... that's when the security per-
sonnel intervened and took them
away. Soon, those who attacked
called othersand inno timeamob
had reached the hostel. They at-
tacked the students and started
pelting stones at the rooms,” the
student said.

Around 75 foreign students
stay in the Block A hostel, the
ground plus two-storey building
with 50 rooms. Eyewitnesses said
the mob chased the foreign stu-
dents to their rooms. “One of the
students was attacked with aknife
while anotherinjured hislegwhen
a stone broke the window glass
and hit him. The attackers were
shouting and looking for two boys
who clashed with them outside,”
said a hostel inmate.

“Out of fear, some students
jumped from the first floor and
ran, while many left the hostel and
stayed in a hotel last night,” said
another student.

Vice Chancellor Guptatold The
Indian Express: “We have removed
the coordinator of Study Abroad
Programme and within three days
not only foreign students but oth-
ers too will be moved to new hos-
tels for better security and facili-
ties. A Foreign Student Advisory
Committee hasbeen constituted.”

Following the violence, the
university Sunday allocated G+9
block tolocal students and the NRI
hostel with 90 rooms to the foreign
students. Briefing reporters earlier
inthe day, the Vice Chancellor said
there was already some tension
between the foreign studentsand
those who attacked them. “As per
the information available with me,
this (namaz)is not the mainissue.
Theissue cannot take such amajor
form in one day and from one in-
cident.” She said that the univer-
sity will arrange cultural orienta-
tion for foreign students. “They are
foreign students and when they go
to foreign countries thereisaneed
tobe culturally sensitive. From this
incidentithas emerged that there
is still a need for cultural orienta-
tion. We will sit with them (foreign
students) and try to understand

what they feel and how to
strengthen their security.”

While Prof Neelam ] Panchal
has replaced Rakesh Raval as the
new SAP coordinator, Parth
Panchal hasbeenappointed asthe
assistant. Ashokbhai Chavda has
been appointed as the NRI hostel
wardenand Kapil Kumar as the co-
ordinator. On the change of guard,
Vice Chancellor Gupta later told
The Indian Express: “Iwas informed
that there were already some rep-
resentations from local students
submitted to the SAP staff but
there was no action. These were
primarily on the cultural issues
and also objections against some
religious leaders visiting the hos-
tel premises. There should be no
public display of religious activi-
ties. There are not only Muslims
but Christians, Buddhists and stu-
dents fromotherreligions toowho
are staying in the hostel.”

Even as videos of the incident
wentviral, the Ministry of External
Affairsissued a statement Sunday
evening. “Anincidence of violence
took place at Gujarat Universityin
Ahmedabad yesterday. State gov-
ernment is taking strict action
against the perpetrators. Two for-
eign students were injured in the
clash. One of them has been dis-
charged from hospital after receiv-
ing medical attention. MEA is in
touch with Gujarat government,”
official MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said inaposton X.

Ahmedabad Crime Branch
meanwhile arrested two accused
and handed them over to Gujarat
University Police Station. Deputy
Commissioner of Police Tarun
Duggal said, “Nine teams were
formed to arrest those accused.
Two of them have been arrested.
Investigations are on to arrest the
otheraccused.”

Asked about the background
of the two held, Duggal said, “Their
interrogation is on. We can speak
about their background, their in-
tention, and how they did it after
the interrogation is over.”

WITHINPUTS FROMENS,
NEW DELHI
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CALLED BY PROBE AGENCY TODAY & ON MARCH 21

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

A DAY after he was granted
bail by a Delhi court for non-
compliance of Enforcement
Directorate (ED) summonses,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal got not one, but two
summonses from the investi-
gating agency: one in the Delhi
excise policy case — the ninth
such — and the other in
the Delhi Jal Board (D]B)
meter case.

While he has been asked to
join investigation in the excise
policy case on March 21, the
agency has called him for ques-
tioning in the DJB case Monday.

In February, the ED had con-
ducted raids at various locations

~ BRIEFLY

Head constable
booked for
hitting vehicle

with hiscar

New Delhi: Ahead consta-
ble of the Delhi Police
Special Cell allegedly
hit a vehicle with his car
in Central Delhi’s
Daryaganj-ITO stretch.
Police said the officer,
Mohit, has been booked
under Section 185 of the
Motor Vehicles Act. The
incident took place on
Sunday at 2 am when
Mohit allegedly hit a cab
driver, who was going to-
wards ITO, with his
Baleno (a non-service ve-
hicle) from the rear.
While the cab sustained
minor damage, police
said the driver did not
want to lodge a police
complaint. An officer said
a police uniform and di-
ary was recovered from
the head constable’s car.
“We are checking CCTV
footage of the area to see
if he hit any other vehi-
cle,” said an officer.

Repairson
Mathura Road,
policeissue

traffic advisory

New Delhi: The Delhi
Traffic Police hasissued an
advisory for commuters
travelling from Ashram to
Badarpur due to the repair
work being conducted by
the PWD on Mathura
Road. Heavy traffic was
seen on Mathura Road
over the weekend, espe-
cially on the stretch from
Ashram to Badarpur near
Okhla tank, due to ongo-
ing repairs by the PWD,
officials said. According to
the advisory, commuters
travelling from Badarpur
to Faridabad have been
asked to steer clear
of Mathura Road.
Commuters have been
urged to consider alterna-
tive routes such as MB
Road and Maa Anand Mai
Marg.ENS
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Double ED summons for CMi
policyandD
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On Saturday, the CM was granted bail by a Delhi court for
non-compliance of ED summonses. Archive

in Delhi, Varanasi and
Chandigarh in connection with
the DJB case, including premises
linked to Kejriwal’s personal as-

sistant Bibhav Kumar and AAP
Rajya Sabha MP N D Gupta. The
agency has also arrested retired
DJB chief engineer Jagdish

Kumar Arora and contractor
Anil Kumar Aggarwal in con-
nection with the case.

The ED’s case is based on an
FIR registered by the CBI for of-
fences related to alleged corrup-
tion and bribery in the DJB. It al-
leged that a contract to install
electromagnetic flow meters
was given to a company at “in-
flated” rates.

“The FIR alleged that Jagdish
Kumar Arora, the then Chief
Engineer of the DJB, awarded a
certain contract to M/s NKG
Infrastructure Ltd for a total cost
of Rs 38 crore despite the fact
that the company did not meet
the technical eligibility criteria,”
a spokesperson of the ED said.

The CBI registered the case
against DJB and NBCC officials
in July 2022. The contract was
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JB water meter cases

awarded to the firm in
December 2017.

The ED also alleged that
bribes were given to people
linked to AAP and were also
passed on to the party as “elec-
tion funds”.

“The ED investigation fur-
ther revealed that the contract
of the DJB was awarded at
highly inflated rates so that the
bribes could be collected from
the contractors from the in-
flated cost of the contract. As
against the contract value of Rs
38 crore, only about Rs 17 crore
was spent towards the contract
and the remaining amounts
were siphoned off in guise of
various fake expenses. Such
fake expenses were booked for
bribes and election funds,” the
ED spokesperson said.

ED, CBI acting like PM’s goons: Atishi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

FOLLOWING THE Enforcement
Directorate’s two summonses to
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
one each in connection with the
now-scrapped excise policy and
DJB money laundering cases,
AAP leader and minister Atishi
accused the BJP and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of plot-
ting to put Kejriwal in jail before
the upcoming Lok Sabha polls.
Calling the ED and CBI a
gunda (goon) of the BJP and PM,
Atishi said in a press conference,
“CM Kejriwal physically ap-
peared in court yesterday and the
court granted him bail following
the ED’s complaints that he was

Delhi minister Atishi alleged
BJPis using ED & CBI to stop
the CM from campaigning
for the Lok Sabha polls. P11

not complying with its summons
in the liquor policy case. Now, as
the matter is in court, the inves-
tigation will take place on
whether the ED’s allegations are
right or false. However, the ED is

not satisfied. It issued two new
summons to the CM today.”

She was referring to the
Rouse Avenue court granting
Kejriwal regular bail following
the ED’s complaints that he was
not complying with its sum-
monses in the excise case.

She alleged that the BJP is us-
ing the ED and CBI to stop
Kejriwal from campaigning for
the upcoming polls through these
summonses: “... Because Modi ji
and BJP do not care about the
court, judicial process, and justice.
They just care about the pollsand
how to stop the Opposition from
taking partinit.”

“What kind of gundagardi
(hooliganism)is this? Today, the
ED and CBI are acting like Modiji
ke gunde,” she alleged.

“Now with the electoral
bonds made public, it clearly
shows that Modi’s goons were
running an extortion racket to-
gether through the ED, CBI, and
[-T department. First,companies
were summoned by them, and
then, just like goons demand
money weekly, the same way,
money was demanded from
those companies through elec-
toral bonds,” she alleged.

Atishi said that’s why the CM
was sent another summons.

Responding to the claims,
Delhi BJP President Virendra
Sachdeva said: “The behavior
and language of Aam Aadmi
Party leaders is like that of
thugs and looters, and their lan-
guage is a testament to their
character.”

Metro for Kondli, saving Constitution:
AAP East Delhl plck Kuldeep’s promises

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

KULDEEP KUMAR'’S office is
abuzz with activity — the
kitchen churns out endless cups
of tea for people trickling in and
out to get their forms signed by
the Aam Aadmi Party MLA from
Kondli, ask for jobs, and com-
plain about civic issues.

The 30-year-old Dalit leader
and former MCD councillor has
been on the rise within the
party’s ranks. Now declared the
AAP’s Lok Sabha pick for the East
Delhi constituency, the fact that
he is an SC candidate being
fielded from a general category
seat does not faze Kumar.

In fact, he wears his identity
on his sleeve, with Ambedkar’s
portraits and Buddha statues in
every room of his office. He also
proudly declares that he is the
son of a sanitation worker, writ-
ing on social media, “l am proud
of my father. He has always
been a source of inspiration for
me. He has always worked hard
all his life as a sanitation worker
and served society selflessly
and has brought us here by get-
ting us educated. Taking
inspiration from him, I too am
serving the public selflessly
day and night. My father is my
real hero.”

He also believes that one’s
background does not matter if

0Py |

AAP MLA Kuldeep Kumar kicked off his campaign earlier
this month. Express

one works on the ground and
supports people who come to
them for help. “But, yes, to field
a reserved candidate from
an unreserved seat is an
achievement in itself,” admit-
ted Kumar.

Facing off against BJP’s pick,
former mayor of the erstwhile
East MCD Harsh Malhotra,
Kumar has already begun his
campaign in earnest. In the week
following the candidate an-
nouncement, he conducted a se-
ries of meetings with party
workers and post-holders in
Patparganj, Okhla, Jangpura,
Laxmi Nagar, Shahdara, Gandhi
Nagar, Krishna Nagar and
Vishwas Nagar assembly con-
stituencies.

His current focus is on con-
solidating party workers and
conducting an extensive door-
to-door campaign to connect
with voters as much as possible.
Interestingly, he has started con-
ducting morning walks where
he can meet voters in parks and
talk to them.

The MLA s confident that the
AAP will win the East Delhi seat
and that the BJP stands no
chance. “They (BJP) have be-
trayed the people of East Delhi
twice. First, it was Maheish Girri
who came here in 2014, then
Gautam Gambhir in 2019. Both
of them did not do any work, did
not meet the people, and share
their happiness and sorrow. We
intend that we give them a son

HOUSES THE TOMB OF EMPEROR AKBAR’S FOSTER BROTHER

Son’s tribute to father, ‘piece of Gu]arat in Delhr’:

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

AS ONE makes their way to the
Nizamuddin dargah, the 14th-
century shrine built to com-
memorate Sufi saint Hazrat
Nizamuddin Auliya, a striking
structure comes into view to-
wards the right. Marked by mar-
ble pillars and exquisite lattice
work, this is Chausath Khamba:
literally translated to 64 pillars.

Built in 1623-24 AD, the
structure houses the tomb of
Mirza Aziz Koka, foster brother
of Mughal Emperor Akbar.

As per the official conserva-
tion document by Aga Khan
Trust for Culture: “The tomb en-
closure is entered through a lofty
arched gateway and has a large
sunken forecourt. The mau-
soleum is unique on account of
it being built entirely of marble,
with 25 marble domes support-
ing the flat roof of the structure.
The plan for Chausath Khamba
could have been inspired from
the wooden garden pavilions
from Persia — such as the Chihil
Sutun, and in turn, the Chausath
Khamba seems to have inspired
the architectural design for
Emperor Shahjahan’s Diwan-i-
Aam, Hall of Audience.”

It further states: “Each facade
of the square structure has five
marble arches inset with marble
jalis or lattice screens,and a door-
way in the central arch providing
access to the tomb. The column
capitals are intricately carved
with simple yet striking penden-
tives bridging the square floor
plan to the circular dome above.”

Notably, in 2011-2014, the
AgaKhan Trust for Culture along
with the Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) undertook the con-
servation of Chausath Khamba.
The project was co-funded by
the Federal Republic of Germany.

According to author and his-
torian Sam Dalrymple, the struc-

of the soil who will win,”
said Kumar.

In the 2019 polls, the AAP
had fielded Atishi, currently
Education Minister, from East
Delhi against the BJP’s Gautam
Gambhir, the cricketer-turned-
politician, who defeated her.
The AAP had polled 17% votes
from the constituency. Its INDIA
bloc ally, Congress, had got 24%
of the vote share while the BJP’s
was at 55%.

Kumar also raised doubts on
whether Delhi’s voters will
choose the BJP to get a “quasi-
double engine” government.
Citing the case of the Vishwas
Nagar assembly constituency,
Kumar said, “There are some ar-
eas of Delhi that have a triple-
engine government, where the
MP, MLA and councillor are
from the BJP and yet haven’t
done any work there... we have
not let any task slide in the last
eight years, but, yes, we've
fought tooth and nail to get
them done...and the voters will
appreciate us forit.”

For now, Kumar hopes to get
better Metro connectivity in the
Kondli area. “East Delhi was
never made to connect with
Central Delhi... if | become the
MP, I can say with surety that I
would try my best to get Metro
connectivity to Kondli,” he said.

On the national level, he
would like to “save Babasaheb’s
Constitution”.

The structure is near the Nizamuddin dargah. Abhinav Saha
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‘Poor construction quality’:

IN@XCISe PWD to raze complex for

judicial officers in Dwarka

Work began in 2014, stopped twice; vigilance inquiry ordered

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

A NEW residential complex in
Dwarka Sector 19 for judicial offi-
cers is set to be razed — even be-
foreits 70 quarters could be allot-
ted — after the Public Works
Department (PWD)found several
flaws in its execution, including
poor quality of construction and
cracks in buildings, said officials.

The Delhi government initi-
ated a vigilance inquiry against
the engineers involved in the
project while the contractors
concerned have been blacklisted.

According to officials, the
complex has 11 blocks and 7
buildings. Out of the 70 quarters,
38 were Type V (stilt plus 7
floors) and 32 were Type VI
quarters (ground plus 8 floors).
Work was awarded in 2014 and
the target was to complete it by
February 2017. But the first con-
tract was rescinded in 2018; an
amount of Rs 30 crore as against
the total cost of Rs 48 crore had
been spent on the work, they
said. Subsequently, as the build-
ing lay incomplete, the depart-
ment re-tendered the work; Rs
2.5 crore (approximately) was
paid to the second contractor.
However, the second contractor
too left the building incomplete
and informed the department
that the structure was seemingly
“unstable” and developing
“cracks”, said officials.

“Post this, engineers respon-
sible for the project also aban-
doned work and left the site unat-
tended... seeking time to consult
various institutions without ar-
riving ata concrete solution to the
problem,” said a senior official.

“Three different institutions
were consulted in the last three
years — CBRI, Roorkee (2021),

The 70 quarters were yet to be allotted. Express

CPWD (2022), and IIT-Delhi
(2023) — which submitted re-
ports to the department last
November. After considering
recommendations from all three
reports, the PWD found that the
condition of the buildings dete-
riorated due to lack of basic
maintenance such as plastering
and painting of external RCC
members for protection against
corrosion...,” said the official.

“Lack of timely action by the
project engineers concerned was
one of the main reasons behind
the deterioration. Timely action
could have reduced the damage
and the building could have been
re-developed and allotted for
public use... The department has
no option left but todemolishit,”
said a senior official.

Earlier this year, the PWD
special secretary also visited the
complex and directed the Chief
Engineer concerned to blacklist
and immediately register an FIR
against the contractor who exe-
cuted the work for “negligence”
and “causing harm to life and
public property by using sub-
standard building material”.

Further, officials said, show-
cause notices were alsoissued to
the superintendent engineer, ex-

ecutive engineer, assistant engi-
neer and junior engineer who
executed the “sub-standard
work and paid the contractor”.
Disciplinary action against these
officers was suggested.

It was also directed to con-
ductaninquiry on why the qual-
ity was not checked during exe-
cution of the project and how
the asset was handled by the
Project Division without affixing
any responsibility.

Meanwhile, another senior
PWD official said the depart-
ment has floated tenders for the
demolition. “It will be done me-
chanically... The agency will de-
ploy atleast two high-reach ma-
chines with a height of 25 mtsor
more... the contractor will have
to carry out the work without
creating any hindrance to nearby
buildings and residents... they
will also have to clear the debris,”
said officials.

The government, in a re-
sponse, told The Indian Express,
“It (buildings) was empty. Even
before it was completed, there
had been (issues of) very poor-
quality construction and... flaws.
Avigilance inquiry has been ini-
tiated against engineers involved
and the contractor blacklisted.”

100 POLLING STATIONS TO BE SET UP IN HIGH-RISES

GB Nagar, Ghaziabad: All eyes on
2 NCR seats as they vote in April

DHEERAJMISHRA
NOIDA, MARCH 17

ASTHE state gears up for the Lok

Sabha election next month, all
eyes will be on two constituen-
cies of NCR: Gautam Buddha
Nagar (GBN) and Ghaziabad,
which comprise 10 Vidhan
Sabhas of Uttar Pradesh. Heading
to vote in the second phase of
seven-phased Lok Sabha polls on
April 26, the constituencies are
significant for two reasons: They
are the economic drivers of the
state and also strategically im-
portant due to their proximity to
the national capital.

Manish Kumar Verma, re-
turning officer and GBN District
Magistrate, said a total of 641
polling centres and 1,826 polling
booths have been created in the
district. A total of 100 polling
booths will be set up in the high-
rises of the district, he added.

As per data released by the
district administration, there are
a total of 26.20 lakh registered
voters in Gautam Buddha Nagar
constituency, which comprises
Noida, Dadri, Jewar, Sikandrabad
(Bulandshahr) and Khurja
(Bulandshahr) Vidhan Sabha.

Similarly, there are 29.02 lakh
registered voters in Ghaziabad

POLL SEASON

TOTALVOTERS:
Ghaziabad

a0

Gautam Buddha Nagar (GBN) w

Polling booths

First-time voters

Gha2|abad GBN

-

Ghaziabad

constituency, which comprises
Loni, Muradnagar, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad and Dhaulana
(Hapur) Vidhan Sabha. In total,
more than 55 lakh people in
these two constituencies are ex-
pected to vote. (see box)

“A candidate can spend a
maximum Rs 95 lakh on rallies,
office vehicles, personnel, build-
ing rent, electricity, publicity ma-
terial etc... During the election,
the candidate has to maintain
three registers (A, B & C) to
record the expenditure,” said the
DM, while addressing the repre-
sentatives of political parties.

“If political parties are to be
criticised, it will be limited to
their policies and programmes,
past records and work. No ap-

peal will be made on the basis of
caste and sect sentiments.
Mosques, churches, temples and
other places of worship will not
be used as platforms for election
campaigns,” said Verma, also the
district election officer.

As per data, there are a total
of 10.08 lakh men and 8.22 lakh
women voters and 102 persons
of the third gender in GBN dis-
trict. In Ghaziabad, there are
15.54 lakh male voters, 12.60
lakh female voters and 186 of the
third gender. A total of 3,197
polling stations have been cre-
ated in Ghaziabad constituency.

Officials said there are 589
vulnerable and critical polling
stations in Ghaziabad and 342 in
Gautam Buddha Nagar.

Story of Chausath Khamba

tureis a piece of Gujaratin Delhi.
Inapost on Instagram, he wrote:
“It is basically a piece of
Ahmedabad in the heart of
Delhi...the Urs

travelled across India centuries
ago. “We often think of globalisa-
tion as a modern thing but noth-
ing could be further from the

truth,” he said

Mahal, where in the post.

festivals Speaking to
would be held The  Indian
during the an- Express, histo-
niver%ary of PIN CODE ria€1 Sohail
Nizamuddin's 110001 Hashmi said,
death. Once “The corner pil-
again, itisina lars of the struc-

purely Gujarati style... Compare
the tomb to Ahmedabad’s
SarkhejRoza,and you'll see what
[mean.”

Dalrymple said it was fasci-
nating how regional architecture

ture... the four pillars together all
on the outer side are double
(joined together) which is why
this structure becomes 64 pillars...
Pre-Independence, the ASI carried
out repairs. Those days, cement

was used and that caused damage
to the entire structure... all the
stones of the domes were dis-
mantled and many attempts were
made to restore the structure...
This particular monument wasin
a bad condition before the Aga
Khan Trust took up its conserva-
tion.”

The structure also finds men-
tion in Sir Gordon Risley Hearn’s
book The Seven Cities of Delhi.
“The mausoleum was erected by
his (Mirza Aziz Koka’s) son,
Mirza Aziz Kokaltash, governor
of several provinces under
Akbar...Chausath Khamba... said
tobeasold as the shrineitself...,”
itread.
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COMPLAINT IN REWARI EXPLOSION

"2 blasts inthe past, firm

didn’t doroutine checks’

AISWARYARAJ
GURGAON, MARCH 17

A DAY after the explosion at a
factory that manufactured vehi-
cle parts in Rewari's Dharuhera
left 40 injured, an FIR was lodged
Sunday in connection with the
incident based on a complaint,
stating that the dust collector
had exploded twice before but
the company authorities failed
to conduct routine checks.

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Saini has directed SDM,
Rewari to conduct a magisterial
inquiry into the matter and sub-
mit a report.

The FIR was lodged based on
the complaint of Rajkumar, a
labourer in the Lifelong India
company, who hails from UP’s
Gonda, and at present resides in
Dharuhera. “On Saturday, 60-70
people were working in the
company, and around 5.45 pm,
the dust collector exploded. This
was the third occurrence of the
boiler dust collector exploding.
However, there was no damage
on the previous occasions.
Despite informing the com-
pany's authorities and contrac-
tor torectify the issue, they neg-
lected it, resulting in a major
accident this time,” the com-
plaint stated.

“Due to the explosion, a cir-
cuit fault occurred, causing a fire
in the company. The company's
emergency gate was large and
remained closed, trapping 35-45
people working inside and of
them, 25-35 suffered severe in-
juries and the rest sustained mi-
nor injuries,” the complaint

Days set to get
warmer in Delhi,
max temperature
to peak at 33
degrees this week

Sun sets behind workers
working on Delhi-
Saharanpur-Dehradun
Expressway, near
Akshardham, in New Delhi,
on Sunday. Abhinav Saha

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

AFTER A long winter, Delhiis all
set to witness rising tempera-
tures in the coming week, start-
ing Monday, when maximum
and minimum temperatures
are expected to be around 31
and 13 degrees Celsius respec-
tively.

According to the latest fore-
cast by the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), maximum
temperatures can be expected
tosoar up to 33 degrees Celsius,
surpassing the normal temper-
atures for this time of year by 1.7
degrees.

While Monday will witness
a maximum temperature of 31
degrees, Tuesday is expected to
see aslightincrease at 32°C, fol-
lowed by Wednesday reaching
33°C. Thursday will remain
warm with a maximum tem-
perature of 32°C, followed by
Friday and Saturday when it is
forecasted to peak again at
33°C.

On the other hand, the min-
imum temperatures are ex-
pected to dip below the normal
range of 16.5°C for this season,
ranging between 13 and 15°C.
While no rainfall is predicted for
the Yamuna plains this week,
Thursday and Saturday may see
a partly cloudy sky, with the re-
mainder of the week expected
to remain clear, according to
IMD’s weather forecast.

On Sunday, Delhirecorded a
maximum temperature of 30.8
degrees Celsius, one notch be-
low the season's average, ac-
cording to the IMD.

The humidity level was 28%,
according to data recorded by
the IMD at 5.30 pm.

The Air Quality Index (AQI)
of the national capital was
recorded in the “moderate” cat-
egory with a reading of 188 at
10pm, according to the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB).

(With PTl inputs)

Relatives gathered outside a hospital where injured workers
were admitted after a blast occurred in the boiler of a spare
parts manufacturing facility, in Rewari district, Saturday.
Around 40 workers suffered burn injuries, according to
police. PTI

stated.

Chaos descended inside the
factory with around 30-40 peo-
ple getting injured while trying
to escape. They were taken to
hospitals for treatment, the com-
plaint stated. “The negligence of
the company's owners and con-
tractors led to this incident, and
appropriate action should be
taken against them,” the com-
plaint said.

The FIR stated that the police
have found 30 injured persons
admitted at trauma centre in
Rewari. Most of the labourers
hail from Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh. The FIR recorded the
medicolegal cases of 30 patients.
Atotal of 19 were sent to PGIMS
Rohtak.

“Around 3-4 of these patients
have burns above 70 per cent,”
10 Vijender Singh said, adding

that the labour department is
looking into the matter and pos-
sible violations.

Assistant Labour
Commissioner, Akash Mittal,
whois part of the probe commit-
tee helmed by the SDM, said the
members visited the site Sunday.
“We will decide on the compen-
sation for labourers depending
on their injuries. We have sought
information from the hospitals,”
Mittal added. Another commit-
tee member said lapses were
found in the working of the com-
pany. “We are conducting a
probe into the matter and we in-
spected the site twice. Though
the company has licences and
NOCs, ablast as big as this was a
result of lapses,” he added.

The Indian Express reached
out to Lifelong India officials but
they did not comment.

YouTuber Elvish Yadav arrested in snake venom case

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NOIDA,MARCH17

NOIDA POLICE on Sunday ar-
rested YouTuber and Bigg Boss
OTT 2 winner Elvish Yadav in the
“snake venom case”, in which he,
along with five Delhi residents,
were accused of selling snake
venom at rave parties in the
National Capital Region.

Officials said during investiga-
tion, evidence was found regard-
ing the use of snake venom at par-

ties. Stating thatareportin this re-
gard has been received from the
Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL),
police said Yadav was allegedly in-
volved inrunning the "group” that
sold the venom.

“On the basis of evidence, ac-
cused Elvish Yadav was called for
questioning. Today, after sufficient
evidence has been found, the ac-
cused Elvish has been presented
before the Court. Along with this,
sections of the NDPS Act (Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act) have been added

Yadav has been sent to 14-
day judicial custody. P11

in the said case,” said Vidya Sagar
Mishra, DCP Noida.

SIMs registered in labourers’
names sent to Vietnam; 4 held

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

FOUR PERSONS have been ar-
rested for allegedly sending hun-
dreds of international SIM cards
every month to Vietnam, con-
cealedina cavityinside adiary, to
be used by people for gaming ap-
plications and “social media prof-
iteering”.

Police said the accused —
Mukul Kumar (22), Hemant (26),
Kanhaiya Gupta (29) and Anil
Kumar (20) — were part of a syn-
dicate that used to get SIM cards
issued in the name of labourers,
by enticing them with a minimal
amount of money, and sold them
to people in Vietnam at higher
rates. They received payment
through a cryptocurrency app
banned in India, said officers.

The case came to light when
the IGI unit of Delhi Police re-

ceived a complaint from the
Manager of Operations of FedEx
courier, at the airport’s cargo ter-
minal, who said a shipment in-
tended for Vietnam containing a
bulk quantity of SIM cards was
found during physical checks.
These SIMs were covered in car-
bon paper and keptinside adiary,
the complaint said.

“Atotal of 500 SIM cards were
found in three separate packages,”
said DCP (IGI) Usha Rangnani.

A police team was formed to
solve the case; it picked up 60 SIM
cards at random whose owner-
ship was verified by service
providers. It was found that most
owners were in Loha Mandi in
UP’s Agra and the SIMs were is-
sued from point-of-sales centres
in nearby areas.

Subsequently, following raids
at Loha Mandi, the SIM card own-
ers, mostly factory workers, saida
man named Mukul fooled them -

- he gave them Rs 200 each for
getting a SIM registered in their
names, saying it was to meet the
monthly target of POS centres.
Mukul then sold these SIMs to
Kanhaiya and Hemant for Rs 300
per person and to Anil for Rs 500.

The DCP said, “Anil then used
to deliver these SIM cards to a
Vietnamaddress...(toa person) he
met on Telegram. He used to get
payments in his bank account
through Binance, a Chinese cryp-
tocurrency app...The SIM cards,
the accused claimed, were being
used in gaming apps in
Vietnam.”
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NOTICE FOR VENDOR REGISTRATION FOR SUPPLY

OF DENTAL MATERIALS IN MILITARY DENTAL

CENTRE, AGRA FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2024-25

Vendors interested in supplying Expendable Dental Materials are
hereby informed that vendor registration application forms are
available in Military Dental Centre, Agra on all working days,
08:30 AM to 01:00 PM. Completed forms along with required
documents/certificates are to be placed in a sealed envelope
marked as ‘VENDOR REGISTRATION APPLICATION' and
deposited back latest by 1200 hrs on 28th March 2024. =

Officer Commanding
Military Dental Centre, Agra

VACANCIES

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN DELHI

www.apsdk.com.

candidates without any notice.

Army Public Schools in Delhi require competent and experienced
teaching & non-teaching staff for the academic session 2024-25, For
details visit school website of Army Public School Dhaula Kuan;

Qualification as per CBSE norms, CTET {Mandatory for PRT & TGT } and
Proficiency in English and Computer is mandatory.

Interested candidates to download the Application Form from school
website and submit hard copy of the same, duly filled, to Army Public
School Ridge Road, Dhaula Kuan along with self-attested copy of all
relevant certificates/ testimonials by hand / by post so as to reach the
school latest by 06 Apr 2024 (02:00 PM) alongwith Demand Draft for
Rs.100/- in favour of Army Public School, Dhaula Kuan, No application
will be accepted/entertained thereafter. Application(s) received
through email will also not be entertained.

Only shortlisted candidates will be called for interview through email.
Tentative date of interview : last week of April 2024 onwards

The school reserve the right to cancel candidature of one [ all

| RBI

Visit: hitps://rbiretaildirect.org.in

Invest directly In
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Including

* [reasury Bills
* Sovereign Gold Bond

* Floating Rate Savings Bond, 2020

Police have also added IPC sec-
tions 284 (Negligent conduct with
respect to poisonous substance)
and 289 (Negligent conduct with
respect to animals) in the case.
Officials said the court has sent
him tojudicial custody for 14 days.

Following a tip-off from
People for Animals, an NGO run
by BJP MP Maneka Gandhi, police
nabbed five people from a ban-
quet hall in Noida in November
2023.While Yadav was named as
one of the accused in the FIR, he
was not arrested at the time.

The FIR, which was registered
on the complaint of Gaurav Gupta,
the NGO’s animal welfare officer,
reads, “We received information
that...Elvish Yadav shoots videos
with snake venom and live snakes
in farmhouses...along with other
gang members/YouTubers and
organises rave parties illegally.”

The other five accused —
Rahul, Teetunath, Jaikaran,
Narayan, and Ravinath, all resi-
dents of Delhi’s Badarpur, who
were arrested at the time of the
raid — are now out on bail.

KC Varaderajan

aj Manis
Gusain

Department of Defence Research and Development,
Ministry of Defence, Government of India

DEFENCE INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY
(Deemed to be University Under Section 3 of UGC Act, 1956)
Girinagar, Pune - 411 025 | Tel. No. 020-2460 4411

E-mail:- jri@diat.ac.in
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Singh, SM Sawhney

On the occasion of 18th year of commisioning
SS81/WS27 course recalls the unflinching
association with all fellow compatriots and
humbly remember the ones who sacrificed
their all in the line of duty. Humble tributes to
all who left us early in this journey, and
obeisance to their families.

Remembering.

Mukund, Parthiban. Upmanyu, Manish Gusain,
Arun Singh. Amol Nilange, Gaurav Sawhney.

ADMISSION NOTICE: DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY & POST GRADUATE PROGRAMMES-2024

www.diat.ac.in.

Defence Institute of Advanced Technology is an autonomous
organization, fully funded by the Department of Defence Research &
Development, Ministry of Defence established with the objective of
imparting Post Graduate Education in Engineering and Applied Sciences
on thrust area relevant to Defence, and to conduct research in the core
areas of Defence Technologies.

DIAT invites applications for the Ph.D, MS (by Research), M.Tech, and
M.Sc Programmes for sponsored/self-sponsored/self-
finance/scholarship categories in various » =N
Schools/Departments.
Programmes, application forms, eligibility criteria and
other terms and conditions are available at website

Details of Branches/

Rec

SIKKA PORTS & TERMINALS LIMITED

CIN: U45102G199TPLCO3 1906

Fegistered Office: Admin Building, MTF Area, Village Sikka, Taluka & District Jamnagar - 261 140, Gujarat, India
Website: wew. spll.colin E-mail: company.secretaryimspt co.in
Ted.: 022-3555 7100 » Fax: 022-3555 5560

MOTICE TO THE DEBENTUREHOLDERS

cord Dates and Due Dates for Payment of Interest during the Financial Year

RETAIL DIRECT SCHEME

» Zero Brokerage and no other fees
* Easy and convenient mode of payment

1#= Jaankaar Baniye,
Satark Rahiye!

Call 1800-267-7955 or +91-22-61546335

for more information: 10 am — & pm (Monday — Saturday)

Write to us: support@rbiretaildirect.org.in

Issued in public interest by

\ 9wdE g &
vs) RESERVE BANK OF INDIA
www.rbi.org.in

April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025

Mobice is heraby given that the Company has fixed 'Record Date’ for the Secursd Redeemable Non-Convertible Debentures for
dedermining the names of the debentureholders eligible to receive interest payment during the financial vear April 1, 2024 to
March 31, 2025. The dabeniurehoiders whose names appear (a) as Beneficial Owners on the Record Date as per the kst
furnished by the Depasitones in respect of the debentures held in electronic form, and (b} as debenlureholders in the Register
of Debentureholders on the Record Date, would be entiled to the said payments, a3 perdetails given hereunder;

Debenture % of interest Record Due Date
13K Series (p.a.) Pirpass Date for Payment

INES41D0T20E | Debentures §.75% Payment of Interssl S-April-24” Z2-April-24
-PPD 12

INES410071568  Debentures 7.95% Payment of Interssl N-October-24™ 28-Oclober-24
-PPD &

INES41D0T166  Debentures 7.80% Payment of Inferest -Uotober-247 1E8-November-24
-PPD7

"Record Date Lo April 7, 2024 falls on a Sunday, a ner-business day and a day prior La. Saturday, Aol , 2024 is also a non-busness day. Bance
Frcay, &prl 5, 2024 is congidersd as Record Dabe s per the lerms of ssus of Debentures PPD 12

“Recard Date e October 13, 2024 talls ara Sunday, & non-business day and a day prior.e. Seturday, Ociober 12, 2024 5 alsoa nan-business day
Henca Frday, Octobier 11, 2024 is considarad as Record Date as per tha terms ofissue of Debentures PPO G,

"Recoed Dale L, Movembar 3, 2024 [alls on a Sunday, 2 nor-business day and e preceding 2(we) days e Salurday, November 2, 2024 and
Frickay, Mevember 1, 2022 are non-busngss days, Bence, Thursday, Oohober 31, @004 15 conglered a5 Record Dabe as par the tems of ggus of
Debaptures PFRDT

Debenfure holders are requested {o keep their PAN and bank account defails vpdated with their respective Depositony
Participants ([DPs") with whom they are maintaining their demal accounts

For SIKKA PORTS & TERMINALS LIMITED
Sdi-
Sanjeev Dandekar
Director
(DIN: 00022797)

Place ;| Mumbai
Dated ; March 15, 2024

JAMNAGAR UTILITIES & POWER PRIVATE LIMITED

CIN: U40100G1991PTCOS1130

Reqgistered Office: CPP Conirol Room, Village Padana, Taluka Lalpur, District Jamnagar - 361 280, Gujarat
Website: www jupl.coin E-mail: company.secretaryiijupl.codn
Tal.: 022-3555 7100 » Fax: 022-3555 5560

NOTICE TO THE DEBENTUREHOLDERS
Record Dates and Due Elates fc:-r Pau.rment of Interest and Redemption Proceeds

Motice is hereby given that the Company has fied 'Recond Date’ for the Secured Redeamable Mon-Comvertible Debentures for
detarmining the names of the debentureholdars aligible to recafva interast | redamption proceeds during the financial year
April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025, The debantureholders whoss names appaar (3) a5 Beneficial Owners on the Record Date as
per the kst furmished by the Depositories in respect of the debentures held in elecironic form, and (b) a3 debentureholders in the
Register of Debentureholders on the Record Date, would be entitied to the said payments, as per details given hereundes:

o | Do ot e =

. INEB&-E-DE-TCITEI FFD 4 3.75% Payment of In:eresh'ﬁedempt"-:nn- July 18, 2024 . August 2, 2024

| INE936D07182 | PPD7 TO0% | Paymentof Interest | duly 26,2004 | August 12, 2024

INES3EDOT174 | PPDG B.40% Fayment of Interest September 13, | September 30,
A024r 2024+

" Record Date e, July 28, 2024 fals ana Sunday, anon-busirass day and a day prior i.e. Saturday, July 27, 2024 is also a non-business day. Hence,
Froday, July 28, 2024 is considered ds Recond Dabe a5 per the liems of siue of Debentutas PPDT

" Coupon Payment Date e August 10, 2024 faks on a Saturday, a nan-businass day and a day succeading ie. Sunday, Sugust 11, 2024 iz alsoa
ran-busingss gy, Hence, a5 par i termes of issue of Debanburas PP T, intenast wil be payable on the immediabely’ succeeding Business Day
Wil B the Coupon Panyment Diabe e, Manday, Sugust 12, 20024

* Record Dale i.e. Seplember 15, 2024 Talls on a Sunday, a non-business day and a day pror e, Saturday, Seplembar 14, 2024 is also a
ran-busness day. Hence, Frday, Seplesmbar 13, 30024 & considensd a5 Recoed Dale as per e berns of issue of Debenlures PPO &

** Cougon Paymand Dale i.e. Seplember 23, 2024 falls an a Sunday, a non-businass day. Hanca, as par the barms of isswe of Debenturas PPTHE,
inbanast will b payabila on the mmadiately succeading Busmess Daywhich wil ba the Coupan Paymeant Dale La. Monday, Seplemier 30, 2024
Debenture holders are requested 1o keep their PAN and bank acoount details updated with their respective Deposiiory
Participants [DPs’) with whom they are maintaining their demat accounts

For JAMNAGAR UTILITIES & POWER PRIVATE LIMITED

S/
Satish Parikh
Flace : Mumbai Director
Dated ; March 15, 2024 (DN DD094560)




THE INDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY,MARCH 18,2024

0 DECISION

@ 2024

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SEVERAL FOUND SAFETY INSTAYING IN MIDDLE WHILE LEANING MORE TOWARDS BJP

Beyond BJP and Congress, this is the
lay of the land for regional parties

A dominant DMK, a nervous Trinamool, a confident BJD, test on hand for RJD, JD(U), SP, TDP: Where they stand

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI,MARCH 17

ACROSS THE country, regional
parties, or those parties having a
presence in just one or two
states, have had to make a choice
between either tying up with the
BJP, or if ideologically opposed to
it,choosing the Congress corner.
Several, though, have found
safety in staying in the middle,
while leaning more towards the
dominant BJP at the Centre.

A look at how these parties
are placed as LS polls approach:

DMK: Will its heft carry Cong
alonginTN again?

While the BJP has been trying
to make inroads into Tamil Nadu
ever since illness faded Jayalali-
thaa’s clout and allowed the party
to pull the AIADMK toiits side, the
DMK that came to power in 2021
has held onin the state. However,
with K Annamalai in command,
the BJP has managed to stay in the
narrative. The DMKs self-goals in
the form of statements by its lead-
ers calling for “eradication” of
Sanatan Dharma and warning
againstastrong Centre, have been
played up by the BJP.

TMC: Can Mamata hold off BJP?

The Mamata Banerjee-led
TMC has been a powerful player
in West Bengal for over a decade
now, but the BJP has made signif-
icant inroads. In 2019, it stunned
the TMC by winning 18 LS seats.
What might hurt the TMC is the
damaging Sandeshkhali episode.

Counting for
Arunachal,
Sikkim polls
on June 2: EC

New Delhi: A day after it an-
nounced the election schedule,
the EC Sunday advanced the
date of counting of votes for the
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim
Assembly polls to June 2 from
June 4.

The decision was made as the
term of the two Assemblies is
endingon June 2, the ECsaidina
press release. The date before
which the Assembly elections
shall be completed was also
changed from June 6 to June 2.
Both states go to polls on April
19. “There shall be no change in
respect of schedule for Parlia-
mentary constituencies of Arun-
achal Pradesh and Sikkim,” the
ECsaid.

CEC Rajiv Kumar had on
March 16 said the two
Assemblies’ terms would end on
June 2, while the counting date
he announced was June 4. An EC
spokesperson did not respond to
requests for comment. In the last
round of Assembly pollsin 2023,
EC had announced counting for
MP, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana and Mizoram polls on
December 3. EC then said count-
ing in Mizoram would be on
December 4. ENS

The Modi government delivered
the party another googly by fi-
nally implementing the CAA.

BJD: Naveen No. 1, what after?

With B]JD’s Naveen Patnaik
aging and no successor in sight,
the BJP has cleverly positioned it-
self as the alternative. Right now,
the BJPis doing this by projecting
itself as the BJD’s best friend in
Delhi but BJD insiders know it
may not take long for the BJP to
turn the tables.

R]D: The base holds, but is
that good enough?

InBihar, theRJD hasheldonto
its core base of Yadavs and Mus-
lims and still has steam left for a
fight, at least come the 2025
Assembly polls. However, with
Nitish Kumar-led JD(U) back in
NDA, the Mahagathbandhan led
by the R]D and including the
Congress is facing an uphill task.
In 2019, the BJP-JD(U)-and Ram
Vilas Paswan's LJP won 39 of 40
seats in Bihar.

SP: UP-hill or onwards?

With exactly the same base as
RJD in Bihar, the SP of Akhilesh
Yadav is staying afloat but clearly
asadistant second to BJP.In 2019,
the SPwon 5 seats —inanalliance
with the BSP and RLD - with the
BJP taking 62. This time, the SP
does not have either theBSPasan
ally, or the RLD, while its 2022
partner SBSPis with the NDA too.

JD(U): Will Nitish’s survival
instinct be enough?
The one politician who has

REGIONAL FORCES 2019 PERFORMANCE

UTTARPRADESH BIHAR JHARKHAND
SP: 5 JDU: 16 AJSU: 1
BSP: 10 LJNSP: 6 JMM:
MAHARASHTRA s
ShivSena™ 18 WEST BENGAL
NCP* 4 . TMC: 22
AIMIM 1
ol ’ |
TELANGANA i ; . ODISHA:
- &
BRS: BJD: 12
AIMIM: 1 T
Cr : ANDHRA
TAMILNADU F PRADESH
DMK: 23 & ; YSRCP: 22
AIADMK: 1 . g TDP: 3
*party was undivided

seamlessly traversed the “secu-
lar"-Hindutva binary, Nitish Ku-
maris seenas back onthe winning
side after re-alliance with the BJP.
In 2019, his alliance with BJP en-
sured an NDA sweep in Bihar. The
BJPis now clearly the senior part-
ner in the alliance. Nitish hence
will have a task repeating 2019.

BSP: Isitreally in the fight?
Mayawati’s BSP has been de-
clining since 2014. Its perform-
ances in 2017 and 2022 UP
Assembly polls were poor.In2019,
the BSPwon 10 seats, the most af-
ter the BJPin UP, butit was largely
due toanalliance with the SPand
RLD. This time, the party is con-

testing alone, if contesting at all.

TDP, YSRCP: Will BJP entry
change the picture?

Thelast 5 years have not been
good for TDP chief Chandrababu
Naidu, since his loss to YSRCP in
2019 Assembly polls. After being
released from jail on medical
grounds, Naidu pursued the BJP
till the party finally agreed toa tie-
up, along with TDP partner
JanaSena Party. In 2019, the YS-
RCPwon 22 seats and TDPjust 3.

BRS: Can it turn around
fortunes?

Theraisond’etre of the BRS, led
by K Chandrashekar Rao, was the

Uttarakhand Cong exodus goes

on, Badrinath MLA

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN, MARCH 17

DEALING A blow to the Congress
and joining the list of senior
party leaders deserting it ahead
of the Lok Sabha elections, sitting
Badrinath MLA Rajendra Singh
Bhandari on Sunday joined the
BJP.

“Ihave shown my faithin the
able leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. He is
taking the country forward. Iwill
walk in his footsteps and ensure
the victory of BJP candidates. |
am joining the BJP as [ am in-
spired by his leadership,” he said
after joining the BJP in the pres-
ence of senior party leaders in
Delhi.

Bhandari’s exit comes a day
after the daughter-in-law of sen-
ior Congress leader Harak Singh
Rawat, who is under the
Enforcement Directorate scan-
ner, Anukriti Gusain, quit the
party and is reportedly set to join
the BJP. Earlier this month,
Manish Khanduri, son of BJP stal-
wart and former Uttarakhand
Chief Minister B CKhanduri, also
parted ways with the grand old
party to join the BJP.

Bhandari, a three-time MLA
and former state minister, in a

ENTERSENTERTAINER

Mann’s friend on AAP Pu

RAAKHIJAGGA &
KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
LUDHIANA,AMRITSAR,MARCH 17

AN HOUR to go for the AAP an-
nouncing names of its Punjab
candidates for the Lok Sabha
polls, CM Bhagwant Mann told
noted Punjabi actor, comedian
and singer Karamjit Anmol that
the party wanted him to contest
from the Faridkot reserved seat.
Anmol, a close friend of
Mann who hails from Gandua
village of Sangrur district, admits
his first choice was Sangrur. “But
the CM told me an artist should
be ready to represent the whole
of Punjab. So I agreed to contest
from Faridkot,” Anmol said.
Facing his first electoral contest,
Anmol has hit the ground running,
holding meetings with AAP work-
ers and all its MLAs representing
Assembly segments under the

Faridkot LS seat on Saturday, and
touring the constituency Sunday.
Kotkapura MLA and Assembly
Speaker Kultar Singh Sandhwan
said, “We are happy the party has
chosen Anmol."

However, not many are as
pleased, at the AAP’s choices,
with the party that came to
power representing itself the
“outsider” making choices quite
like its counterparts in its LS list.
The choice of Anmol is among
the most striking, with Mann’s
friend making his political debut
straight with a Lok Sabha ticket.

The nephew of legendary
folk singer Kuldeep Manak,
Anmol (52) began life as an en-
tertainer, doing comedy with
Mann, before moving on to act-
ing. He has acted in popular
Punjabi-language hits like Carry
on Jatta 2, Ardaas and Sardar
Sahib, and also appeared in the
Bollywood film Dev D.

Badrinath MLA Rajendra Singh Bhandari joins BJP in the

presence of Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami, Union
Minister Piyush Goyal and BJP MP Anil Baluni in New Delhi
on Sunday. Praveen Khanna

letter addressed to state
Congress chief Karan Mahara, re-
signed from the primary mem-
bership of the party.

In the 2022 Assembly polls,
Bhandari had defeated state BJP
chief Mahendra Bhatt by a nar-
row margin of over 2,000 votes.
He had lost the Badrinath seat to
Bhattin 2017 by over 5,500 votes
while in 2012 he defeated the
BJP’s Prem Ballabh Pant. Prior to
the delimitation in 2007,
Bhandari had defeated Bhatt
from the Nandprayag seat by a
slim margin.

Before the announcement of
his ticket, Anmol had been pro-
moting his new song Mirza on
his social media handles. On
Friday, he updated these posts by
thanking the AAP for making
him a part of its ‘Mission Rangla
Punjab (Mission Prosperous
Punjab).

Asoft-spoken Anmolis aware
of the objections to his candida-
ture by many AAP workers,.
“Though I had never thought of
joining politics, but people in my
village always used to tell me one
day,Iwould.Iwant to understand
the burning issues of theareaand
highlight them in Parliament,”
Anmol said, adding he believesin
doing positive politics “rather than
continuously criticising others”.

Anmol also wants to con-
tinue his acting career, “as it is
my bread and butter”. “I will try
to strike a balance,” he adds. “You
can call me kalakar (artist) or a

njab list, ‘outsider’
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Interestingly, the Badrinath
Assembly constituency is the
lone seat held by the Congress
among the 14 segments falling
under the Garhwal Lok Sabha
seat, from where the BJP has
nominated chief spokesperson
Anil Baluni for the upcoming
polls.

Uttarakhand Congress vice-
president (organisation)
Mathura Dutt Joshi said Mahara
has sent a letter to Speaker Ritu
Khanduri Bhushan urging her to
disqualify Bhandari as an MLA
under the anti-defection law.

]

creation of the state of Telangana.
This led to its back-to-back Asse-
mbly wins till it lost power in Nov-
ember 2023 elections. The last
polls saw BJP make inroads, with
4 seats, ahead of the Congress’s 3.
Meanwhile, BRS leader K Kavitha
wasarrested on Friday in the Delhi
liquor policy case.

JMM: Can it put Hemant
Soren’s arrest behind?

The JMM formed the govern-
ment in the Assembly elections
held towards end-2019, in al-
liance with the Congress and R]D.
That alliance has held, even as
CM Hemant Soren is now in jail
over corruption allegations. With

JMM founder Shibu Soren ailing,
there is no real charismatic leader
to pull the party along, though
Hemant's wife Kalpana is pro-
jecting herself as that face.

Shiv Sena, NCP: Divided, can
they stand on?

While the Shiv Sena-NCP-
Congress managed to forma gov-
ernment, BJP-engineered splits
have helped the national party en-
joy power in the state. The official
factions of both Senaand NCP are
now with the BJP.In2019, the BJP-
led NDAwon41 of state's 48 seats.
The Congress now is dependent
on Sena and NCP factions with it.

AAP: One challenge too many
for the would-be challenger?
The AAP’s policies earned it
power in Delhi followed by
Punjab. However, the party never
won a seat in Delhi and reduced
to 0in 2019 from 4 in 2014 in
Punjab.In Delhi, the AAP this time
is banking onits alliance with the
Congress — which is wobbly at
best, given the opposition toitin-
house; and incongruous at worst,
given their rivalry in Punjab.

CPI(M): How far can it get on
its solely-Kerala base?

While Pinarayi Vijayan wants
no truck with the Congress, the
CPI(M)'s clout nationally rests es-
sentially on Congress high com-
mand’s partiality towards it. As
Rahul Gandhi contests from Way-
anad again, the main factor behind
Congress-led UDF's 2019 sweep of
190f 20 seatsinKerala, the CPI(M)
remains bristling in Kerala.

FORMORELOGONTO
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‘REMOVE MODI'S
IMAGES FROM
PUBLICPLACES
AHEAD OF POLLS’:
ACTIVISTS SEND
NOTICE TO ECI

Now, Left Front in
Bengal getting ‘tired
of waiting’ for Cong

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,MARCH 17

WITH POLL dates for Lok Sabha
elections in, the TMC and BJP are
off the ground in West Bengal,
having announced candidates for
all42 seats and 20 constituencies,
respectively. However, presump-
tive allies Congress, Left Front and
Indian Secular Front (ISF) are yet
to untangle their seat-sharing
puzzle in Bengal.

Last week, the Left Front uni-
laterally announced 16 candi-
dates, 14 of them fresh faces. Talks
between the ISF and Left at least
seemed to pick up pace after TMC
chief Mamata Banerjee an-
nounced candidates for all seats.

Sources said the ISF initially
demanded 14 seats as part of the
alliance with the Left, dialling
down reportedly to 8. The Left
does not want to part with more
than 6. “They (ISF) are seeking
Jadavpur and Murshidabad, but
we cannot part with these as we
have already announced a candi-
date for Jadavpur and finalised a
name for Murshidabad,” a senior
CPI(M) leader said.

The Congress reportedly
wants 12 seats, but the Left is try-

SP sees anger within ranks over
space to Cong, TMC, ‘outsiders’

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, MARCH 17

THE SAMAJWADI Party’s (SP's)
decision tofield three “outsiders”
in its latest list for the Lok Sabha
polls has caused discontent
within party ranks, with many
hoping for tickets being left out.
On Friday, the SP in its third
list sprung a surprise by fielding
Advocate Bhanu Pratap Singh
from the Meerut seat and retired
Additional District Judge (Bijnor)
Manoj Kumar from Naginain the
Bijnor district. The party also al-
lotted the Bhadohi seat to the
TMC, its other ally as part of the
INDIA bloc alongside Congress.
The TMC s likely to pick for-
mer Congress MLA Lalitesh Pati
Tripathi, grandson of former UP
CM Kamalapati Tripathi, for the
seat. The SP’s MLA from
Sardhana, Atul Pradhan, was
seeking a ticket from Meerut.
After the announcement of
the list, Pradhan said on X, “The
people of Meerut prayed for me
to struggle. I apologise to you all
for not getting a chance.”
Speaking to The Indian
Express, Pradhan claimed that
the SP has put Pratap Singh'’s
candidature “on hold” and that
the party top leadership “is hold-

Karamjit Anmol (first from left) with Kotkapura MLA Kultar
Sandhwan (centre) in his constituency, Saturday. Express

leader... Now, I'm both.”
Faridkot is known a presti-
gious seat, having elected former
CM Parkash Singh Badal asits first
MPin 1977.His son Sukhbir Singh
Badal’s political journey also
started from this seat, when he
becameits MPin 1996. However,
in 1999, Sukhbir had suffered a

shock defeat from the seat, to the
Congress. In 2004, Sukhbir had
wrested Faridkot back.

After the seat was designated
reserved in 2009, the Akali Dal’s
Paramjit Kaur Gulshan won
from here. In 2014, when the
AAP made its debut in Punjab,
Gulshan lost to an AAP first-

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav during an INDIA bloc meeting. File

ing deliberations” and “reconsid-
ering its choice to field the
lawyer”. Sources in the SP dis-
missed the claims.

The ticket to Kumar in Nagina
has also caused some resent-
ment within the party. Nagina
MLA Manoj Kumar Paras was
seeking a ticket from the seat for
his wife Neelam Paras.

SPleader Hakim Lal Bind was
eyeing the Bhadohi ticket for his
wife Asha Devi, while Mahendra
Bind, who joined the SP from the
BSP, was also hopeful of a ticket.

“The party is ignoring loyal
workers. People from outside are
being brought in. This demor-
alises the party’s actual work-
ers,” said a leader in Bhadohi.

Anotherleader in Bijnor said,

“Why should people who have
not worked for the party get tick-
ets? It weakens our organisation.
The party top leadership has al-
ready ruined the aspirations of
party workers in 17 LS seats by
giving them to the Congress,”
said a senior leader in Bijnor.
Local party leaders say they
are disappointed with the
Congress share of seats. Aleader
said that the Congress getting to
contest 17 of the 80 seats in the
state has “surprised everyone”.
An SP leader said the party
gave the Congress 17 seats “be-
cause it feared a divide in
Muslim votes”. Some SP leaders
also say “allying with parties in
the last four elections has weak-
ened its cadre in the state”.

Left Front announced16
candidates last week. File

ing to bring that down to 10.
Sources said while the Left Front
isready toleave Purulia and Raig-
anj for the Congress, it expects the
grand old party to leave Mursh-
idabad for it. However, Congress
is likely to find it difficult to part
with Murshidabad as it is the
backyard of its West Bengal pres-
ident Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury.

With no response from the
Congress still on seat sharing talks,
Left Frontleaders are preparing to
announce a final list. “Their cen-
tral leadership is still fumbling...
We can wait for them but not in-
definitely,” a senior CPI(M)leader
said. The Congressis justifying the
delay sayingitis “abig party”.“We
will put forward our points when
we getachance,” Chowdhury told
The Indian Express.

Chhattisgarh:

138 booths being
shifted again

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
RAIPUR, MARCH 17

KEEPING IN mind the Maoist
threat and the ongoing annual
tactical counter-offensive cam-
paign (TCOC), the EC has decided
toshift 289 polling booths in [WE-
hit Bastar region in south Chha-
ttisgarh. Of these booths,138 are
being shifted again after Assembly
elections in November last year.

The Indian Express had re-
ported during the Assembly polls
how a total of 126 new polling
booths had helped around
54,000 people to vote in their vil-
lages. These 126 polling booths
included around 80 booths which
were set up for the first time since
Independence, while the remain-
ing booths had to be relocated to
nearby villages due to incidents
of Maoist interference during
elections in the last two decades.

Most of 126 booths (32 each)
were in Kanker and Kondagaon
districts. “Most of these 126 pol-
ling booths are part of 138 polling
booths which are being reshifted
due to Maoist threat perception.
Violence was witnessed in last
year’s Assembly polls. Two polling
staff also suffered splinterinjuries
inIED blast where a BSFjawan had
died,” said an EC official.

party learns insider ways

timer. In 2019, the Congress’s
Mohammed Sadique won Fari-
dkot. Sadique is also a popular
Punjabi folk artist, and remains
a top contender for the Congress
ticket from Faridkot, apart from
Charanjit Singh Channi.
However, the AAPis confident
of winning back Faridkot as, of the
nine Assembly segments under
the LS seat, only Gidderbaha had
not been won by the party in the
2022 Assembly polls. Punjab
Congress chief Amarinder Singh
Raja Warring had won from
Gidderbaha. With no other party
declaring their candidates for
Faridkot yet, Anmol also believes
he has first mover’s advantage.

AAP pick of candidates

The first off the blocks in an-
nouncing candidates for the Lok
Sabha, the party that once at-
tacked other parties for not be-
ing loyal to any ideology, seems

to have realised the value of
keeping a little flexibility.
Unlike 2022, when the party
fielded many new faces, for ex-
ample, its Lok Sabha list has sev-
eral known names, including five
sitting ministers - Kuldeep Singh
Dhaliwal (Amritsar); Laljit Singh
Bhullar (Khadoor Sahib); Balbir
Sidhu (Patiala); Gurmeet Singh
Khudian (Bathinda); Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer (Sangrur).
The fact that the AAP has had
to fall back onits known winners
is seen as proof that, quite like
other parties, it has not culti-
vated many leaders - falling back
for all practical purposes on the
duo of CM Mann and Kejriwal.
Of those fielded, only Sidhu
and Meet Hayer can be called
true blue AAP products, with
Dhaliwal, Bhullar and Khudian
starting their political careers
with the Congress or Akali Dal.
Two other candidates who have

got tickets, Sushil Kumar Rinku
(Jalandhar) and Gurpreet Singh
G P (Fatehpur Sahib), also joined
the party from the Congress.
Besides Anmol from Faridkot,
the reserved seat of Fatehpur
Sahib has gone to Congressimport
Gurpreet Singh, while Hoshiarpur
is expected to go to Congress sit-
ting MLA Raj Kumar Chhabewal,
who joined the AAP on Friday.
Many AAP leaders point to
theincongruity of the party, that
with much fanfare celebrated B
R Ambedkar and Bhagat Singh
asits mainicons after coming to
power, not picking Dalit candi-
dates from own ranks. An AAP
MLA argues the party had to put
winnability first. “The party is
evolving. Sometimes circum-
stances also have to be consid-
ered. The country is moving to-
wards dictatorship and we need
to ensure that we put our best
foot forward in every seat...”
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CEC Rajiv Kumar (centre) with Election Commissioners
Gyanesh Kumar (right) and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu. File

CLARITY ON SENIORITY

THE UNION government appointed two former bureaucrats
from the 1988 batch last week — Gyanesh Kumar and S S
Sandhu — as election commissioners. Normally, the govern-
ment fills one vacancy at a time, making it easier to define
seniority and the line of succession to the position of Chief
Election Commissioner. However, with the recent simultane-
ous appointments and both officers belonging to the same
IAS batch, it was initially unclear who would succeed Rajiv
Kumar as the CEC. It is now apparent that Gyanesh Kumar will
be the next CEC after Kumar's retirement in 2025.

RicaT CHOICE

BJP MAY be upbeat about its prospects for a hat-trick in the
Lok Sabha elections, but in Haryana, where it recently replaced
Manohar Lal Khattar with Nayab Singh Saini as the CM, the
party seems to be struggling to find the right candidates for all
10 Lok Sabha segments. In Rohtak, considered a stronghold
of Congress’s Bhupinder Singh Hooda and his family, BJP can-
didate Arvind Kumar Sharma, who had switched from the
Congressin 2019, is apparently keen on fighting election from
Sonipat to overcome anti-incumbency. Sources said the BJP
has been trying to rope in actor Randeep Hooda for the seat but
has not succeeded yet. Now that Saini has become the CM,
the party needs his replacement for Kurukshetra. Sources said
the party’s attempts to convince a former Congress IMP or his
wife to contest from Kurukshetra are still on.

PM asks ministers to draft
roadmap for first 100 days,
next 5 years of new govt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Sunday told ministers
to draft a roadmap for the first
100 days and next five years for
new government, sources said.

Chairing a Cabinet meeting
here this morning, the PM also
asked them to meet secretaries
and other officials of their re-
spective ministries to discuss
how the agenda for the first 100
days and the next five years can
be better implemented.

The meeting took place aday
after the Election Commission
announced schedule for the Lok
Sabha polls 2024.

The Cabinet alsoinitiated the
process of notifying the dates of
the seven-phase parliamentary
elections by sending the Election
Commission's recommendation
to President Droupadi Murmu.

The first notification will be is-
sued on March 20 for the first
phase of polls on April 19 on 102

2 yrs after Moosewala
killing, his parents
welcome baby boy

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 17

ALMOSTTWO years after gun-
men shot dead popular Punjabi
singer Shubhdeep Singh alias
Sidhu Moosewala in Mansa
district of Punjab, his parents
Sunday welcomed a baby boy
into the family.

Moosewala’s father Balkaur
Singh, 60, made the announce-
ment in a post on Facebook.
“With the blessings of lakhs
and crores of people who love
Shubhdeep, the Almighty has
blessed us with Shubh's little
brother,” Balkaur said in his
post. “The family is healthy and
I am grateful for the immense
love of all well-wishers.”

He also posted a picture of
him holding the baby and a
welcome cake with
Moosewala's photo in the
background.

The baby was delivered at
Jindal Hospital in Bathinda.

Balkaur also shared an
emotional video of his wife
Charan Kaur, 58, from the hos-
pital. He broke down as he said
that he felt like Moosewala had
returned as junior Shubhdeep.

Sources said Balkaur and
his wife opted for IVF technique
and had gone abroad for treat-
ment last year. The family had

seats. The nomination process be-
gins for a particular phase with
the issuance of the notification.
Prime Minister Modi and his
Council of Ministers had on
March 3 had brainstormed over
the vision document for "Viksit
Bharat: 2047" and a detailed ac-
tion plan for the next five years.
A 100-day agenda for imme-
diate steps to be taken afteranew
government is formed in June
was deliberated upon during the
daylong meeting of the Council.
Sources had then said that the
roadmap for "Viksit Bharat" wasa
result of more than two years of
intensive preparation and en-
tailed a "whole-of-government”
approach involving all ministries
and wide-ranging consultations
with state governments, acade-
mia, industry bodies, civil society,
scientific organisations and mo-
bilisation of youths for inputs.
"More than 2,700 meetings,
workshops and seminars were
held atvarious levels. Suggestions
of more than 201lakh youths were
received,” an official had said.

Arunachal ‘inherent part of China’s Mahadev app FIR:
territory’, claims Chinese military  Baghel named

New Delhi, Male review
withdrawal of military
personnel from Maldives

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BEIJING, MARCH 17

THE CHINESE military has reiter-
ated its claim over Arunachal
Pradesh, calling the area an “in-
herent part of China’s territory”,
days after India rejected Beijing’s
objection to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to the state.
The Chinese Defence
Ministry spokesman Senior
Colonel Zhang Xiaogang said
that the southern part of Xizang
(the Chinese name for Tibet) is
aninherent part of China's terri-
tory,and Beijing “never acknowl-
edges and firmly opposes” the
“so-called Arunachal Pradeshil-
legally established by India”, of-
ficial media here reported.
Zhang made the remarks in
response to India’s enhancement
of its military readiness through
the Sela Tunnel in Arunachal
Pradesh, according to a report
posted on the Chinese Defence

Ministry’s website on Friday.

India has repeatedly rejected
China’s territorial claims over
Arunachal Pradesh, asserting that
the state is an integral part of the
country. On March 9, Prime
Minister Modi dedicated to the
nation the Sela Tunnel builtatan
altitude of 13,000 feet in
Arunachal Pradesh that will pro-
vide all-weather connectivity to
strategically located Tawang and
is expected to ensure better
movement of troops along the
frontier region. The Rs 825 crore
tunnel, constructed on the road
connecting Assam's Tezpur to
West Kameng district of
Arunachal Pradesh, is being
billed as the longest bi-lane road
tunnel in the world at such anal-
titude. “The Indian side’s actions
contradict the efforts made by
both sides to ease border situa-
tions and are not conducive to
maintaining peace and tranquil-
lity in the border areas,”
Xiaogang said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

INDIA AND the Maldives on
Sunday reviewed the ongoing
process of replacing Indian mil-
itary personnel from the island
nation with Male saying the sec-
ond group will leave by April 10.

The two sides held the third
meeting of the bilateral high-level
core group in Male, days after
India withdrew the first team of
military personnel that was oper-
ating a light helicopter in the
Indian Ocean archipelago.

The military team has been
replaced by civilian technical ex-
perts. The Indian personnel are

Azad: Will insulate interests of J&K
residents with law if voted to power

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, MARCH 17/

DEMOCRATIC PROGRESSIVE
Azad Party (DPAP) chairman
Ghulam Nabi Azad here on
Sunday hinted at enacting a law
restraining outsiders from pur-
chasing land and applying for
jobs in the Union Territory, if his
party comes to power in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Addressing his first public
rally in Jammu city after the an-
nouncement of Lok Sabha elec-
tion schedule, Azad said legisla-
tion is needed to protect the
interests of Jammu and Kashmir.

“Our land and jobs were pro-
tected by Article 35A (of the
Constitution) but after its abro-
gation with Article 370 (in August
2019), Jammu has become vul-

Ghulam
Nabi Azad
praises PM
Modi, L-G

nerable as anyone coming from
outside will prefer the city rather
than going to the hilly districts of
Jammu or Kashmir,” he said.

Azad sought the people's
support in forming the next gov-
ernment in J&K.

He also asked people to vote
wisely in the parliamentary polls
so that the elected candidates
become their voice and highlight
their issues in Parliament.

Referring to local people’s de-
pendence on government jobs
in the absence of big industries,
Azad said: “Our biggest factory
is the government jobs and for

this, if our brethren from across
the country come, whether
Hindus or Muslims, then where
will our children go.”

He said more than 80 per
cent of the area of J&IK has moun-
tains or forests and if the usable
land “is also purchased by out-
siders then our children, grand-
children and great grandchildren
will have to beg”. In his speech,
he also appreciated PM Modi for
giving AIIMS, IITs and IIMs to
both Jammu and Kashmir, and
also Lt Governor Manoj Sinha for
initiating development works.

The DPAP leader justified the
Election Commission’s decision
of not holding simultaneous Lok
Sabha and Assembly elections in
J&K. Azad, however, urged the
poll panel to hold the state polls
inJ&K within a couple of months
after the Lok Sabha elections.

operating three aviation plat-
forms in the Maldives and New
Delhi is now deploying civilian
personnel to operate them.

Maldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu had set
March 10 as the deadline for the
withdrawal of the first group of
Indian military personnel from
his country.

“During the meeting, both
sides reviewed the ongoing dep-
utation of Indian technical per-
sonnel to enable continued op-
eration of Indian aviation
platforms that provide humani-
tarian and medvac (medical
evacuation) services to the peo-
ple of Maldives,” the MEA said in
a statement.

15-yr-old girl on
run after murder
of father, 8-yr-old
brother: MP cops

Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh police
are on the lookout for a 15-year-
old girl they suspect to be in-
volved in the murder of her 52-
year-old father and
eight-year-old brother in
Jabalpur district. After the dou-
ble murder came to light on
Friday morning, the girl sent a
voice note from her father’s
phone to her cousin, police said,
adding that they believed her to
have gone missing at the time.
Police broke open the door,
and found the two bodies - the
father on the floor and the eight-
year-old boy stuffed in the fridge.
Police now suspect that the girl is
on the run with a 19-year-old
man, who had earlier been
booked under the POCSO
case. ENS

T M Krishna gets Sangita Kalanidhi award

SUANSHU KHURANA
NEW DELHI,MARCH 17

CARNATIC CLASSICAL vocalist
Thodur Madabusi Krishna, the
musician at the forefront of chal-
lenging the conventional ideas
about caste and gender politicsin
Carnatic music besides highlight-
ing the institutional issues and
non-inclusivity of the famed
December Music Season, has
been conferred the Sangita
Kalanidhi award - the most pres-
tigious recognition in Carnatic
music - by the Madras Music
Academy.

According to a statement is-
sued by N Murali, President of the
Madras Music Academy, the dis-
tinguished recognition for Krishna
is for “his powerful voice”, “adher-
ence to tradition whenitcomes to
the art”, “focusing on its ex-
ploratory as opposed to tightly de-

fined structures” and for using
musicas “atool for social reform”.

Inanemail conversation with
The Indian Express, Krishna called
the award “the highest recogni-
tion for a Karnatik musician” and
a “humbling and special mo-
ment”in hislife. “At this moment,
I pause and reflect on all that has
happened, and at the same time
look forward to travelling many
more less-travelled paths,” said
Krishna, whowill preside over the
98th annual conference and con-
certs of the Academy later this
year in December.

Krishna opted out of singing at
the Music Academy in a decision
he took in 2015 after he felt that
the sprawling December Music
Season, which had stemmed from
the Music Academy’s first annual
conference on Carnatic music in
1929, was increasingly being
driven by “commodification” be-
sides being “socially stifling”. He

also highlighted the non-inclusive
nature of the artform and the mu-
sicseason, wherein non-Brahmin
musicians and certain art forms
such as Pariyattam, Villupattu,
Gaana-Pattu and Kuthu were be-
ing left out.

He spoke of not making clas-
sical forms a conserve of certain
spaces only, and, started a music
festival in the fishing village of
Uroor-Olcott Kupppam in an at-

tempt to “push out caste elitism
from the existing Carnatic music
system” and unite various art
forms. Grandnephew of former
Indian finance minister TT
Krishnamachari, also one of the
founders of the Madras Music
Academy, Krishna was 12 when
he presented his debut concert at
the Academy.

In other awards announced
by the Academy, while the Nritya
Kalanidhi has been awarded to
Mohiniyattam exponent Neena
Prasad who runs music acade-
mies in Chennai and
Thiruvananthapuram, the two
Sangeet Acharya awards were
given to mridangam guru
Professor Parasalla Ravi and
Carnatic vocalist Geetha Raja
wholearned under the aegis of T
Brinda, one of the foremost rep-
resentatives of the Veenai
Dhanammal school of Carnatic
Music.

accused,

callsit

political vendetta

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
RAIPUR, MARCH 17

FORMER CHHATTISGARH chief
minister Bhupesh Baghel has
been named as anaccusedinan
FIR registered this month by the
state police on a complaint by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in connection with its in-
vestigation into the Mahadev
app online betting platform.

Addressing the issue in a
press conference in Raipur on
Sunday, Baghel said, “My name
was not there in the FIR copy.
They added it after being pres-
sured. The FIR was registered on
March 4, but why was it not pub-
lished on the website? The name
was added later. This simply
means they fear losing the
Rajnandgaon seat from where |
am contesting and know that me
contesting in Lok Sabha elections
will have a positive impact on
other seats as well.”

As per the ED complaint,
Mahadev Online Book provides
online platforms for illegal bet-
ting onvarious events, including
live sport and elections in India.
The promoters of the venture,
based out of UAE as per ED
sources, have allegedly amassed
around Rs 5,000 crore through
the platform.

On January 1 this year, the
agency filed a supplementary
Prosecution Complaint (PC)ina
special Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) court in
Raipur in connection with the
case. The PC, whichis equivalent
to a chargesheet, was filed
against five people including
Subham Soni, one of the pro-
moters of Mahadev Online Book,
and a driver named Asim Das.
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As per the PC, Das, in his
statement to the ED after his ar-
rest on December 3 last year, said
he was tasked by Soni to deliver
a Rs 5.39 crore in cash to
Bhupesh Baghel, an allegation
rubbished by the Congress
leader who has accused the BJP
of a political conspiracy. The
hefty amount was allegedly part
of the “protection money” given
by the Mahadev app accused to
avoid getting arrested.

InSunday’s press conference,
Baghel targeted the BJP. “This is
political retribution. I will neither
fear nor move back... If you see
the details mentioned in the FIR
where roles of other accused
have been made clear, neither
have they mentioned my role
nor name. Why have they not ar-
rested Shubham Soni or other
accused till now. I believe BJP has
taken protection money from
them,” he alleged.

Taunting PM Modi and
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai, Baghel said, “The
Mahadev app s still operational.
Is this Modi’s guarantee or Sai ki
Sushashan (Sai’s good gover-
nance)?” The Congress leader
also brought up the Electoral
Bondsissue. “Atleast 14 compa-
nies, after raids by ED and I-T,
gave money to the ruling party.
They received over Rs 1,300
crore from Future gaming and
hotel services after raids.”

‘Allegations not true’:
Police close sexual assault
case against Sajjan Jindal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, MARCH 17

POLICE HAVE closed the investi-
gation into the rape and criminal
intimidation case against Sajjan
Jindal, chairman and managing
director of J[SW Group, on the
complaint of a 30-year-old
woman, saying the allegations in
the complaint were not found to
be true.

The Bandra Kurla Complex
police, which probed the matter,
filed a B-Summary (closure) re-
port before the Bandra metro-
politan magistrate court on
March 16.

According to sources, the clo-
sure report states that the com-
plainant filed the complaint long

time after the incident, failed to
submit evidence and failed to
appear before the court for
recording her statement under
164 CrPC procedure.

“The complainant has stated
that on December 24, 2021, the
accused visited her at Taj Land
End and tried to molest her. But
on the day of the incident, the ac-
cused did not go to the said place.
This was ascertained from the
correspondence with the said
hotel. The said conclusion was
also drawn from the testimony
of the witnesses there,” police
said in the closure report.

From the testimony given by
the witnesses, it has been con-
cluded that there was no wrong-
doing with the woman as men-
tioned in the FIR, police said.

Balkaur Singh, father of
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala, with the
newborn on Sunday. P11

at the time requested for pri-
vacy until the procedure was
successful.

After the news of the birth
went viral Sunday,
Moosewala’s fans rushed to his
house in Moosa village and
played Holi to mark the cele-
brations. Political leaders, espe-
cially from the Congress, also
congratulated the parents.
PPCC chief Amrinder Singh
Raja Warring visited Balkaur to
congratulate him.

The singer, who had unsuc-
cessfully contested the Punjab
Assembly polls on a Congress
ticket from Mansa in 2022, was
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BECAUSE TRE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

LOK IN LOK SABHA

Close to a billion voters, a million moving parts — no one
narrative explains 2024. That’s the reminder as the polls begin

HE INCREDIBLE INDIAN election has begun. And no amount of cynicism or
world-weariness, laments about the sharpening polarisation in general or the
supposed predictability of this contest in particular, can take away from the
excitement of the mammoth and magnificent exercise. In seven phases, from
April 19 to June 1, close to a billion voters will be addressed and wooed by parties and can-
didates and they will have the opportunity to express themselves as only voters in democ-
racies can —whichis also why the proposed one-nation-one-electionis a constricting idea.
To be sure, there is a danger in overly romanticising the tryst with the EVM, especially in a
polity with weakly institutionalised accountability, and the special polling stations to be
set up in Manipur's relief camps will present a sobering image — free and fair elections are
only one part of the democratic promise, not the whole of it. It is also true that the polarisa-
tionis set to sharpen as the battle lines are more tightly drawn. But this is also the first elec-
tion after, on the Supreme Court’s prodding, data on electoral bonds has been placed in the
public domain. There is room for more disclosures and the dots will continue to be con-
nected in days to come. But there could not be better news for the voter’s right to know.

The June 4 outcome will be revelatory for the obvious and not-so-obvious reasons. It
will decide who forms the new government at the Centre, whether Brand Narendra Modi
will win the BJP a third successive term and whether, and to what extent, the Rahul
Gandhi-led Congress, the Congress-led Opposition or any other Opposition formulation,
is able torise toits challenge. But the numbers on the scoreboard can also be decoded for
what they say about some of the larger forces that are reshaping the polity. One in five vot-
ers is under the age of 30, women voters outnumber men voters in 12 states — these are
not just statements of fact, but critical signposts of change. The polity is shifting and mov-
ing beneath the feet of political parties and they will need agility and balance to keep
step with it. Women may not be a self-conscious or self-assured voting bloc, and they
may be as divided as men by caste, class, religion and region. But it is possible that the po-
litical agenda of the future will be compelled to pay more than lip service to their concerns,
which are the same as, but also different from, that of the men. The young could also be
remaking the politics of this country, and parties canill afford to ignore their sensitivities
and needs — education and jobs and freedom and access to opportunity — while taking
into account that the young citizen is, more and more, a netizen.

But above all, the election is a reminder of the inadequacy of any one narrative, in-
cluding the one of polarisation, as an explanation of the electoral process or the outcome.
Inacountry so large and diverse, there are just too many moving parts, and cross-cutting
cleavages. Each vote will be counted — and will count.

AN INTELLIGENT BALANCE

EU’s Al Act could guide framing of similar laws elsewhere. For
India, challenge is to address risks without stifling innovation

ASTWEEK, LAWMAKERS in the European Parliament voted overwhelmingly

in favour of the Artificial Intelligence Act, putting the landmark legislation on

track to take effect by the end of the year. While governments across the world

are moving to put up guardrails, including Japan, Brazil and the US, where on
October 30, President Joe Biden signed an executive order on Al safety — the European
Union’s new law is the first comprehensive framework for governing a technology that
has seen explosive growth in recent years, dominating headlines and stoking both ex-
citement and fear about the future.

Taking a horizontal, risk-based approach that will apply across sectors of Al develop-
ment, the EU Al Act classifies the technology into four categories: Prohibited, high-risk, lim-
ited-risk and minimal-risk. Systems that violate or threaten human rights through, for ex-
ample, social scoring — creating “risk” profiles of people based on “desirable” or “undesirable”
behaviour — or mass surveillance are banned outright. High-risk systems, which have a sig-
nificantimpact on people’s lives and rights, such as those used for biometric identification
orineducation, health and law enforcement, will have to meet strict requirements, includ-
ing human oversight and security and conformity assessment, before they can be put on the
market. Systems involving user interaction, like chatbots and image-generation programmes,
are classified as limited-risk and are required to inform users that they are interacting with
Al and allow them to opt out. The most widely used systems, which pose no or negligible
risk, such as spam filters and smart appliances, are categorised as minimal-risk. They will
be exempt from regulation, but will need to comply with existing laws.

Like the 2016 General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) law, which influenced data
privacy regulation around the world, the impact of the EU’s Al Act is expected to be felt
globally. However, the history of EU technology legislation, including GDPR, which has
been criticised for being regulation-heavy and stifling innovation, urges caution. For India,
where the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has been working on a
framework for responsible Al, the challenge would be to acknowledge and address the
risks posed by the emerging technology, such as the proliferation of deep fakes, without
hobbling its potential for improving lives or enhancing the promise of India’s start-up
ecosystem. In this regard, the ministry’s replacement last week of its March 1 advisory,
which required generative Al companies to seek government permission for deploying
“untested” systems, with a new one that drops this condition, is welcome. Going forward,
the task for the government would be to safeguard citizens’ rights, while continuing to
make room for the transformative possibilities of Al.
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WORDLY WISE
SUCCESS IN CREATING Al WOULD BE THE BIGGEST
EVENT IN HUMAN HISTORY. UNFORTUNATELY, IT
MIGHT ALSO BE THE LAST. — STEPHEN HAWKING

Only if states agree

ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY

By the way it is being pushed through now, ‘one nation,

one election’ forces regional parties into a corner

WOULD THE RAM Nath Kovind panel’s One
Nation, One Election recommendations, if im-
plemented, promote national unity or weaken
it? While this is not the only issue the panel’s
recommendations generate, it is undoubtedly
among the most significant.

Let us first look at what the panel says
about national and state elections. It recom-
mends that they should be held simultane-
ously and such synchronisation could, in prin-
ciple, happenas early as 2029. The life of those
state assemblies, which are to have elections
between 2024 and 2029, must be cut short.
More generally, if any elected government in
the future falls before its five-year term s over,
elections should be held only for the remain-
der of the term. The Kovind panel believes
India has too many elections every year, which
undermines governance and development.
Synchronicity will create a balance between
democracy, governance and development.

We have four states — Andhra, Arunachal,
Odisha and Sikkim — if we consider those that
will have elections along with the Lok Sabha
elections this year. If we cover all of 2024, three
more — Haryana, Maharashtra and Jharkhand
— will be added. In short, 21 out of 28 states
are, indifferent degrees, out of the parliamen-
tary cycle of elections. Their elected lives will
be substantially shortened, though only once.
Then, says the Kovind panel, simultaneous
elections will allow five-year terms, both for
national and state governments.

These ideas signal a desire for greater cen-
tralisation and a more ordered democratic
process. But do order and centralisation also
mean greater national unity? The answer de-
pends on how one views the relationship be-
tween federalism and Indian nationhood. Our
understanding will be immensely aided by
historical and comparative perspectives.

When leaders of India’s freedom move-
ment thought about independence from the
British, the dominant European intellectual
currents of the time believed in “one language,
one nation”.John Stuart Mill, a leading politi-
cal philosopher of the time, thought linguistic
diversity wasa “special, virtually insuperable,
hindrance to nation-making”.

This thinking penetrated the highest lev-
els of decision-making of the British govern-

There is nothing wrong with
having synchronised
elections so long as the states
agree. However, except for the
regional parties allied with
the BJP, most disagree with
the idea. If the BJP passed a
‘one nation, one election’ law
in the next Parliament, it
would push regional parties
into a corner. A fundamental
rearrangement of the polity
should be based on a

larger consensus, not on

a brute majority.

ment. In a famous passage, John Strachey, a
top British administrator in India, argued in
1888: “Thereis not,and never was an India, or
even any country of India possessing, accord-
ing to any European ideas, any sort of unity,
physical, political, social or religious”, and “that
men of the Punjab, Bengal, the Northwestern
Provinces and Madras, should ever feel that
they belong to one Indian nation, is impossi-
ble. You might with as much reason and prob-
ability look forward to a time when a single
nation will have taken the place of the various
nations of Europe.”

Strachey essentially claimed that like
Europe, India was a civilisation, defined as a
cultural unit. It was not a nation, whichis nor-
mally viewed as a political unit. Ernest Gellner
famously defined nationhood as building a
political roof over one’s cultural head. A na-
tionis not simply a cultural concept; itis both
cultural and political. Strachey also meant that
India could not become a nation. Like Europe,
it would continue to be a civilisation.

Mahatma Gandhi challenged this idea. His
claim that religion and nationhood are two
different things and Hindus and Muslims,
though religiously distinct, were inalienable
parts of the same Indian nation, is well known.
What s less knownis his position onlanguage
and nationhood. As early as 1920, Gandhi was
instrumental in conceptualising the Congress
party asafederation of linguistic units. He did
not follow the British administrative divisions
— the Bombay and Madras Presidencies, the
Central Provinces, etc. Rather, the Congress
was organised as 21 linguistically homoge-
neous “provincial units”. Madras Presidency
had Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam
speaking peoples, but under Gandhi’s scheme,
Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra, “Tamil Nad” came
to have their separate Congress units, an idea
and a practice that endured.

Gandhi’s basic argument was that Indian
identity was what would be called a hyphen-
ated identity today. Indians were Tamil
Indians, Bengali Indians, Malayali Indians,
Gujarati Indians, etc. There was no contradic-
tion between being a Tamil and being an
Indian, being a Kannadiga and being an Indian,
so on and so forth. It was the job of the free-
dom movement to turn a civilisational iden-

tity into a political identity. Europe might be a
civilisation, consisting of a shared culture but
many political nations, but India would be
both a civilisation and a nation. A civilisation
would be turned into a nation not by an era-
sure of diversity but by letting the two identi-
ties — the Indian and the regional — coexist.

In the latest version of federalism theory,
as developed by Alfred Stepan and Juan Linz,
this Gandhian idea — Tamil Indians, Telugu
Indians, Malayali Indians as Indians — has
been developed into a new concept: That of
the “state-nation”. A state-nation is different
froma “nation-state”. The former has territo-
rially concentrated diversities, and it promotes
two simultaneous identities — the national
and the regional — without imagining a con-
tradiction between them. In contrast, a na-
tion-state seeks to suppress diversity.

Here then is the key question. What kind
of nationisIndia? A nation-state or a state-na-
tion? Gandhi viewed it as the latter. The post-
1956 linguistic reorganisation of the Indian
federation was a return to Gandhi’s concept.
Before the reorganisation, Nehru did get cold
feet. Like the Kovind panel, he thought eco-
nomic development was primary. But correct-
ing himself later, he viewed linguistic federa-
tion as expressing popular aspirations more
authentically without endangering Indian
unity. “One nation, one election” gravitates too
closely to the 19th-century European concep-
tion of nationhood — that of a nation state.
Moreover, the argument about the primacy
of economic development is basically an
uncorrected Nehru.

There is nothing wrong with having syn-
chronised elections solong as the states agree.
However, except for the regional parties allied
with the BJP, most disagree with the idea. If
the BJP passed a “one nation, one election” law
inthe next Parliament, it would push regional
parties into a corner. A fundamental re-
arrangement of the polity should be based on
alarger consensus, not on a brute majority.

The writer is Sol Goldman Professor of
International Studies and the Social Sciences
at Brown University, where he also directs the
Saxena Center for Contemporary South Asia at
the Watson Institute

NOT By ROTE

Open book testing requires innovative assessment, novel teaching methods

AMEETA MULLA WATTAL

TODAY, MILLIONS OF students in India are
trying to cram as much information as pos-
sible with the board examinations going on.
They are reading off flash cards, memorising
key events and formulae that might crop up
during the exams. But what if none of this
was necessary?

The National Education Policy 2020 has
recommended implementing various modes
of exams for the benefit of students. This has
created a renewed interest in open book ex-
aminations among policymakers, national
and state boards. The CBSE has decided to con-
duct acomprehensive study as a pilot for stu-
dents from classes 9 to 12 to assess the viabil-
ity ofimplementing OBE in the context of the
Indian educational framework. This experi-
ment will be conducted in select CBSE schools.

From the time that NEP was released, var-
iousinitiatives have been carried out to assess
different aspects of student learning to trans-
form the culture of assessment. The highlights
include a focus on core concepts, high-order
and foundational skills, self and peer assess-
ment and case-based questions.

With the emphasis on 21st-century skills
of critical and creative thinking, some educa-
tional experts suggest open-book exams,
which will assess how students apply their
knowledge to real-life problems instead of
what they have memorised. Currently, the
secondary and board exams are using up valu-
able time for learning with excessive coach-
ing and preparation. This forces students to
learn a narrow band of content in a single

To create child-centric
evaluation systems, open
book exams require national
boards and teachers to be
creative not only in designing
innovative assessments, but
also in using novel methods
in classroom transactions.
OBE helps to assess learner
readiness, apply course
content to given scenarios,
analyse case studies and
connect content with
real-world situations.

stream. To encourage holistic development,
discouraging coaching culture and rote learn-
ing for exam preparationis essential. Whether
it is a board examination made easier or an
open book exam, it should primarily test the
core capacities and competencies of students
rather than content memorisation.

To create child-centric evaluation systems,
open book exams require national boards and
teachers to be creative not only in designing
innovative assessments, but also in using
novel methods in classroom transactions. OBE
helps to assess learner readiness, apply course
content to given scenarios, analyse case stud-
ies and connect content with real-world sit-
uations. They allow questions where skills de-
termine the appropriate application. The
ability to apply knowledge is overlooked in
the current system. OBEs are often harder than
regular exams. Students need to understand
the material, apply themselves, analyse and
synthesise information in a given timeline.

This method of demonstrating knowledge
is far more challenging than putting down
memorised facts. Its success depends essen-
tially on the quality of teaching. These exams
are hard to design, and the making of guide-
lines is less predictable because they assess a
more open range of answers.

Teachers require the necessary skills to de-
sign and implement student-centred learn-
ing activities in the classroom along with
keeping pace with new pedagogies that move
from rote to experiential learning,.

This examination will succeed if the

mindset of school education along with
teacher training is transformed from founda-
tional years upwards. A top-down approach
to questioning without setting a learning con-
text from childhood will be a challenge. In or-
der to bring in OBE, teachers need to be open
to new ideas, sift information from relevant
data, be technologically enabled, flexible and
enrich learners through experiences which
are life-ready. The reality is that exams today
are at odds with the focus on problem-solv-
ing and critical and creative thinking,. The best
exam would probably be that where a stu-
dent is given information and the opportu-
nity to develop planning, organisation and
collaborative skills.

Education and schools stand at a cross-
roads. In many pockets, the promises of fair-
ness, equity and social mobility have not been
kept. With the coming in of the NEP, we can
engage everyone ina system which will com-
bine value and equity. Teachers should be en-
couraged to create innovative platforms that
discover value-creating ideas through digital
transformation, design and deliver compe-
tency-based learning and foster reflective dis-
course in classrooms. Assessments, guidance
and measurement strategies need to be ap-
plied to effectively monitor and guide students
throughout their school journey. Perhaps, then
OBE may become a reality.

The writer is chairperson and executive
director education, innovations and training,
DLF schools and scholarship programmes
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JUSTICE KHATRI'S CASE

JUSTICE S N Khatri at the Bombay High Court
ruled that he had the jurisdiction to try the
cases of bribery and corruption against for-
mer Maharashtra chief minister AR Antulay,
which have been transferred to his court by
the Supreme Court. Justice Khatri also re-
jected the contention of the accused that he
(Justice Khatri) would have no jurisdiction
to try the cases.

MATHURA REFINERY FIRE

PRODUCTION CAMETO a halt at the Mathura
refinery when one of its units was damaged in

afire. Three employees were injured and some
vital equipment was damaged which brought
production to a standstill. The fire was report-
edly caused by a “leakage” in the cooking gas
unit. Fire tenders from Agra had to be sum-
moned to put out the blaze.

ALl KHAMENEI'S LETTER

IN AN OBLIQUE rebuff to Mrs Indira Gandhi,
President Ali Khamenei of Iran has wondered
why she had shown concern only over the
Iragi bombardment of the Iranian civilian ar-
eas, and not “over the Iragi deployment or
chemical and bacteriological weapons in the
war” as well. In his letter, President Khamenei

says that Mrs Gandhi’s “care about the issue as
head of a friendly government.... was a source
of gratitude”, but he wondered as to why
“such concern was shown after three years.”

CURBING FREEDOM

ARECENT ENFORCEMENT Directorate order
has interpreted the Foreign Exchange
Regulation Act such thatit seeks to censor au-
thors and journalists whose works are pub-
lished abroad. The order penalising Arun Bose,
aDU teacher, for not taking the government's
permission before getting his books published
in England, has created concern among the
literary and journalistic community.
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Diversify the basket

Punjab and Haryana need to move beyond wheat and paddy, embrace a demand-driven high-value
agricultural system. This would require shedding the mindset of MSP-based cropping system

BY

SHOK (GULATI AND
BipisHA CHANDA

LET US START with a simple question:
Which state do you think is most produc-
tive in terms of value creation in agricul-
ture on a per hectare (ha) basis? If Punjab
comes to mind, you are very off the mark.
Punjab, known for its high physical produc-
tivity of rice and wheat, falls at number 13
amongst Indian states when it comes to
agri-value created — agri-GDP on a per ha
basis. There could be at least two ways to
estimate it. First, divide state agri-GDP by
Net Sown Area (NSA); and second, divide
agri-GDP by Gross Cropped Area (GCA),
which encompasses the effect of cropping
intensity. Here we use both indicators for
the year 2021-22, for which the latest
information is available.

When we look at agri-GDP/ha through the
NSA, Andhra Pradesh (AP)leads the pack with
Rs 6.43 lakh/ha, followed closely by West
Bengal (WB)with Rs 5.19lakh/ha, Tamil Nadu
(TN) with Rs 5.14 lakh/ha, and so on. Punjab
ranks 13th with Rs 3.71 lakh/ha, with
Jharkhand trailing at Rs 4.41 lakh/ha. And if
that wasn’t enough of a reality check, the dis-
parity becomes starker when we consider
agri-GDP/ha of GCA. In this regard, Bihar with
Rs 2.18 lakh/ha, Odisha with Rs 2.57/ha, and
Assam with Rs 2.34/ha outpace Punjab with
Rs 1.92 lakh/ha (see infographic).

What sets these states ahead of Punjabin
terms of value added in agriculture is that
they have chosen a diversified production
basket geared towards high-value products,
largely staying away from heavy reliance on
the Minimum Support Price (MSP) system.

Punjab, caught up in arice-wheat system
induced by the MSP regime and open-ended
procurement, along with free power and
highly subsidised fertilisers, failed to diversify
to high-value agriculture. This is despite re-
peated reminders by the Johl Committee re-
portin 1986, and again in 2002. Today, 84 per
cent of Punjab’s GCAis under wheat and rice,
leading to 76 per cent of its blocks being over-
exploited in terms of groundwater.

Itislate, but never too late, to switch gears.
Punjab and Haryana desperately need a new
deal to move away from rice cultivation. Just
to save Punjab and Haryana from ecological
disaster, a minimum of 1.5 million hectares
(Mha) of rice area (out of about 4.5 Mha)
needs to be shifted to pulses, oilseeds, and
even maize for poultry and ethanol, and fruits
and vegetables. For this to happen, crop-neu-
tral incentive structures need to be created.
What this means is that the growers of these
alternative crops must be rewarded by about
Rs 25,000/ha when they switch from paddy
to these crops, as that is the minimum sav-
ings from power and fertiliser subsidies. This
package towards sustainable cropping pat-
terns needs to be devised by the Centre and
states together on a 50:50 basis.

But if farmers’ incomes have to be aug-
mented substantially, Punjab and Haryana
have plenty of lessons to learn from states
that have already diversified into high-value
agriculture. In this context, it is interesting to
note that the Andhra farmer creates 74 per
cent more value in agriculture than his
Punjabi counterpart on per ha of NSA. How
did that happen? The answer lies in high-
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value inland fisheries. With 24 per cent of its
agriculture value added (AGVA) attributed
to fisheries, AP leads the nation in fish pro-
duction, contributing 30 per cent to its na-
tional output. It is this proficiency in cultivat-
ing high-value shrimp that boosts their
profitability. This success story of AP serves
as a compelling example for Punjab
and Haryana if they want to switch from
rice-wheat rotation.

Tamil Nadu sets a high bar for fruit culti-
vation, with mangoes and bananas compris-
ing over 80 per cent of its fruit production in
2020-21.This success translates into a 39 per
cent higher value creation in agriculture
compared to their counterparts in Punjab. It
isaclear signpost for Punjabi farmers’ higher
income aspirations. But it is not just about
diversifying into horticulture; it is also about
embracing innovative agricultural practices.
For example, TN farmers practise Ultra High-
Density Plantation (UHDP) for mangoes. This
method allows 674 mango trees per acre
compared to the traditional method of 40
only. This translates to a significant increase
in yield and profits. This technique, being
promoted by Jain Irrigation, leads to signifi-
cant water savings (up to 50 per cent) and
fertiliser savings (up to 30 per cent), further
enhancing profitability.

West Bengal, a state with only 2 per cent
agriculture power consumptionin 2021-22,
creates 40 per cent more value than Punjab,
which gets free power for agriculture. WB
cultivates vegetables on 15 per cent (1.5 Mha)
of its GCA of 10.2 Mha. The central govern-
ment's recognition of this success is evident

If farmers’ incomes have to be
augmented substantially,
Punjab and Haryana have
plenty of lessons to learn
from states that have already
diversified into high-value
agriculture. In this context, it
is interesting to note that the
Andhra farmer creates 74 per
cent more value in agriculture
than his Punjabi counterpart
on per ha of NSA. How did
that happen? The answer lies
in high-value inland fisheries.

in the establishment of an Agri-Export Zone
(AEZ)dedicated to vegetables in WB, encom-
passing three key districts: Nadia,
Murshidabad, and North 24 Parganas. Year-
round production of a variety of vegetables
makes cropping intensity so high (199 per
cent)in WB. The state has successfully tran-
sitioned from a “production-oriented” model
to a more strategic “market-driven” system.
This focus on market demands is reflected in
their impressive production figures for veg-
etables like brinjal (2.9 MMT), cabbage (2.3
MMT), cauliflower (1.9 MMT), and potato
(15.1 MMT) in 2020-21 (Horticulture
Statistics). Emulating West Bengal’'s model
necessitates identifying Punjab’s own AEZs
for horticulture.

Punjab's dairy sector, contributing 28
per cent to its Gross Value agri-Output
(GVO)in 2019-20, highlights its growth po-
tential. This presents a golden opportunity
for Punjab to capitalise on its existing dairy
strength by venturing into value-added
processing, from cheese to chocolates, for
Indian and export markets.

The path towards revitalising Indian agri-
culture and boosting farmers’ incomes re-
quires moving beyond traditional staples.
Punjab and Haryana need to embrace a de-
mand-driven high-value agricultural system,
if they truly want their farmers to be pros-
perous. This would require shedding the
mindset of an MSP-based cropping system.

Gulatiis Distinguished Professor and Chanda
a Research Assistant at ICRIER.
Views are personal

The Jamnagar jamboree

Ambani celebrations made everyone feel they’ve been taken along for the ride

LEHER KALA

RECENTLY, I ATTENDED a party where a
guy stood at the entrance with a placard
that said, “No pictures, please! Enjoy the
party! Our photographer is in charge and
will send you some.” The overzealous
host’s explanation was that nobody lives in
the moment anymore, and this business of
capturing everything for posterity is highly
overrated. While there’s some truth to that,
rich people, aspiring to elegance and dis-
cernment, also feel compelled to do things
differently. One inventive strategy, cur-
rently, is to hover above the fray of social
media because, if projecting an image is the
price of belonging, doesn’t denouncing
Instagram become the ultimate status
symbol? Something akin to the defining
fashion trend of 2023, quiet luxury, or old-
money aesthetic where design speaks
through timeless cuts, not logo mania.

Contrast all these painstaking attempts
atreverse snobbery with the splashy three-
day, pre-nuptial extravaganza witnessed in
Jamnagar. Far from employing covert tac-
tics of stealth wealth or subtlety, the
Ambanis transformed themselves into liv-
ing legends by triumphantly occupying
centre stage, revelling, in the heady gaze of
mass adulation.

The fathomlessly rich in India, at least
the ones who fancy themselves as sophisti-
cated these days, prefer to shroud the de-
tails of their celebrations in secrecy. There
are good reasons for this, namely, a certain,
fiery, government department that has
driven conspicuous consumption under-
ground. Contrarily, the Ambanis invited
every Indian to partake in their joy via many
livestreams of the parties and relentless
analyses on YouTube, dissecting everything
from Mark Zuckerberg’s sequined tigress
kurta to Mrs Ambani’s double-bricked
emerald necklace (it can’t, in all seriousness,
be dismissed as a mere precious stone). The
dazzling 72-hour spectacle combined the
pomp and splendour of erstwhile royals
with a thoroughly modern approach to pub-
licity; have it, flaunt it, own it, no holds
barred. So, Jamnagar became an enchanted
realm where stars and myth collided; after
all, where else would Salman Khan, Rihanna
and Akon unwind with animpromptu jig to
the energetic beats of a dholak?

There are few people on earth and none
inIndia who have the social capital to com-
mand the guest list the Ambanis did for the
Jamnagar jamboree. The sole exception be-
ing, perhaps, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi. However, that invite would be more
like a summons a guest wouldn’t dare re-
fuse. And indeed, while the PM may have a
fearsome list of attributes to his credit,
throwing a rocking party isn’t one of them.
The Ambanis have operated within an ex-
clusive though conservative sphere for
decades, but recasting themselves as icons
who know how to have fun has been the
brainchild of Nita Ambani, clearly, the most
formidable daughter-in-law in India.

It is worth noting that in an Indian con-
text, traditional industrialists’ wives tend to
fade into the background. They don’t regis-
ter in the publicimagination. Nobody even
remembers the names of the Mrs Birlas or
Mrs Adanis because the limelight is always
on the husband. The wives too are content
to be the invisible half who get the occa-
sional spread in Hello! magazine, where
their homes and designer wardrobes are
displayed.It's even rarer to find that gem of
a man, delighted to be walking two steps
behind his wife, perfectly at ease with the
spotlight being on her rather than on him.
To anyone watching, it seems Mukesh and
Nita Ambani personify the ultimate part-
nership, playing to each other’s strengths
while letting each other be.

How is it that the usual nasty barrage of
opinion that floods X (formerly Twitter) af-
ter events of this scale is largely missing this
time? Some comedians have had a field day,
poking fun at the American tech giants
wearing suits embellished with dragonflies,
but it’s not mean or catty. And some jokes
about billionaire problems are to be ex-
pected, and laughed at.

Let’s face it, rich people flashing their
bucks aren’t easy to like but the Ambanis
enjoy goodwill from all us strangers be-
cause everyone feels they’ve been taken
along for the ride. There’s something en-
dearing about the complete lack of artifice;
whether it was Anant Ambani’s soft-spo-
ken, heartfelt speech or Radhika’s dance
serenading him, they seem as at ease host-
ing a feast for thousands of villagers as they
were with the noblesse who’d flown down
on private jets. We live in a world where
power is controlled on the principle of
strict exclusion. The Jamnagar Jamboree
was an unabashed celebration of fortune
and fantasy with the difference being that
those of us cheering from the sidelines felt
we belonged.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“It is time for a no-arrest policy for fishermen and to have a department... ensuring
translators for prisoners, nationality verification, legal aid, consular access, speedy
trials, etc. Lastly, Pak-India ties must thaw at least to a point where their helpless
citizens are not denied the right to rely on political treaties.” —DAWN, PAKISTAN

Myths about
simultaneous polls

One nation one election and single voter list
offer a way out of the problems created
by a recurring election cycle

P P CHAUDHARY

WHEN INFLATION IS high, itis wiser tobe a
miser. Similarly, itis wiser to runa country by
cutting frivolous expenses and using
the savings for its welfare. Indians’
hard-earned money can be saved by
conducting simultaneous elections.

The elections to constitute the 17th Lok
Sabha took place from April 2019 to May
2019in seven phases. Elections to four state
assemblies, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim, were also held
during this period. These were followed by
Maharashtra and Haryana elections in
October and Jharkhand polls in December. In
2020, elections to NCT of Delhi were held in
February, followed by Bihar in October-
November. Within 16 months of the general
elections, five state assembly elections were
conducted by the Election Commission
of India (ECI). This is not counting local
body elections.

Such frequent elections require the con-
stant engagement of resources by both the
state machinery and the ECI, negatively im-
pacting the governance, development, and
welfare activities in poll-bound regions.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has sug-
gested a way out of this cycle by restoring
simultaneous elections — “One Nation One
Election”. Addressing the concluding ses-
sion of the 80th All India Presiding Officers
Conference, PM Modi urged for simplifica-
tion of laws to enable “One Nation, One
Election” and the creation of a single vot-
ers’ list. In July 2019, I had introduced a
Private Members’ Bill (PMB) seeking the in-
sertion of a new Article 324A, to direct the
ECIto conduct elections to the House of the
People and legislative assemblies of all
states simultaneously.

The idea of conducting simultaneous
elections is not new to India. The first gen-
eral election of the Lok Sabha and various
state assembly elections were held simul-
taneously in 1951-52. This continued in
three subsequent elections held in 1957,
1962, and 1967.

In 2015, the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances,
Law and Justice, inits 79th report, analysed
the feasibility of holding simultaneous elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha and state assemblies.
Anelectionis the ultimate expression of the
faith of people in a democracy. Poll out-
comes represent people’s will and decide
the fate of a country. Conducting elections
is a daunting process as citizens’ money and
time are at stake.

The cost of conducting the 2009 Lok
Sabha elections was about Rs 1,115 crore.
For 2014, this cost more than tripled to
aboutRs 3,870 crore. Data for the 2019 elec-
tions is still awaited.

Due to asynchronous Lok Sabha and
legislative assembly elections including
by-poll results, there is prolonged enforce-
ment of the Model Code of Conduct (MCC).
This creates roadblocks in the public serv-
ice and developmental activities, at least
twice or thrice every year in one part or
another of the country.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Elections also involve a huge investment
of human resources. CRPF and police per-
sonnel are deployed so that the electoral
process can be conducted safely. Various
people employed by government depart-
ments and schools are taken off their nor-
mal duties and assigned to work for the ECI
or state election commissions. Precious time
and money is spent on the formulation of
the voter list from the draft list prepared by
the Election Commission.

In its report on Demands for Grants
(2016-17) of the Law Ministry, the Standing
Committee had pointed out that the ECland
state ECs have separate electoral rolls. “They
carry out registration of voters and update
electoral rolls separately. The numbers of
voters in their electoral rolls usually vary,” it
had said. Why should the two lists vary
when every Indian citizen above 18 is a valid
voter for all elections?

Several myths have been spread about
the ONOE. The first is that simultaneous
elections will make local issues irrelevant.
Those holding this view argue that elections
for state assemblies and Lok Sabha are
fought on different issues where regional
parties target local issues while national par-
ties target national issues. So, there is a pos-
sibility that regional parties will not be able
toraise the local issues strongly.

However, comparing the vote share
percentage of the BJP (a national party),in
general elections and the simultaneously
conducted four state assembly elections in
2019, shows that this argument is mislead-
ing. The BJP’s vote share for the state assem-
bly polls is lower than what it got during
the general election 2019. This means that
those who voted for the BJP in the Lok
Sabha polls didn’t vote for the BJP when
choosing the state government. This could
be seen in all four state elections that year
and in 2014 also.

The second myth is that conducting si-
multaneous elections will be a blow to fed-
eral democracy. To those people who ad-
vance the claim that ONOE would be against
democratic federalism and who make the
charge that conducting simultaneous elec-
tions is a step towards presidential form of
election, I humbly ask: Were the architects
of the modern Indian nation and members
of the Constituent Assembly anti-demo-
cratic and anti-federalism? Wasn't India a
federal democracy during the elections of
the first three Lok Sabha?

Many feasibility studies and reports are
appreciating the proposed solution of ONOE.
The ECI, Law Commission, and
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Law
and Personnel Ministries have, in principle,
supported the idea of simultaneous
elections and a single voter list.

In 2017, the Niti Aayog published a dis-
cussion paper authored by Bibek Debroy
and Kishore Desai, analysing the “what”,
“why” and “how” of simultaneous elections.
It offers an in-depth analysis and charts out
the plan to synchronise the assembly elec-
tions with general elections in two-phases,
as was in the Standing Committee report. It
also explains how to avoid the disruptions
of simultaneous elections once they are syn-
chronised. We need more informed conver-
sations in the public domain. One Nation
One Election and a single voter list offer a
“one-stop solution” to mitigate the stress
caused by the recurring election cycle.

The writer is a senior advocate
and BJP Lok Sabha MP

BENGALURU CRISIS

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘The water
warning’ (IE, March 16). The unprece-
dented water crisis in Bengaluru has ex-
posed the presence of illegal, unregu-
lated water tankers, which many call
“tanker mafia”. BBMP mandated thatall
water tanker owners upload the details
of their vehicles. Water is being used at
an unsustainable rate. Local rivers, lakes,
and aquifers are showing signs of dis-
tress, with water levels dropping alarm-
ingly during dry seasons. This poses a sig-
nificant threat to agricultural activities,
public health, and overall quality of life.
Fixing leaks, installing water-efficient fix-
tures, harvesting rainwater, and adopt-
ing xeriscaping are the need of the hour.

SSPaul, Nadia

OUR RIGHT TO KNOW

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The bond
trail’ (IE, March 16). Bigger donations by
mining and infrastructure with strict
government regulations than telecom
with lighter regulations is a telltale sign
of nexus between purchaser and recip-
ients of Electoral Bonds (EBs).
Meanwhile, the Home Minister is still
eulogising the white money character
of EB. However, even white money
routed through EB with a quid pro quo

component is a bribe or graft. More im-
portantly, if the aforesaid donation was
given under coercion or intimidation,
then it is a case of extortion under IPC.
The quid pro quo can easily be estab-
lished with the SBI's unique alphanu-
meric code on the EBs. This is a betrayal
of public trust by those in power claim-
ing to be crusaders against corruption.
LR Murmu, New Delhi

Cost OF ONOE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘No last
word’ (IE, March 15). Former President
Ram Nath Kovind-led committee has
recommended One Nation One Election.
Yes, it would lead to optimum utilisation
of officials, paramilitary forces and other
resources, less voter fatigue etc. But bar-
ring that, it is difficult to digest the logic
of disruption in economicactivity due to
multiple polls. Out of 47 political parties,
15 were opposed to this idea. And one
does not need to be a rocket scientist to
understand thatitis state assemblies that
will have to pay the price of synchronisa-
tion. This is one decision which will have
asignificantimpact on the future. Hence,
all efforts should be made to bring many
more parties and key stakeholders on
board before rolling this out.

Bal Govind, Noida
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Two Kolkata groups purchased
bonds worth over 1,200 crore

HITESHVYAS
& GEORGE MATHEW
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

AT LEAST a dozen Kolkata-based
business groups are in the top 50
buyers of electoral bonds with four
companies linked to Mahendra
Kumar Jainand the Sanjiv Goenka
group purchasing bonds worth
over Rs 1,100 crore. The Sanjiv
Goenka group and Madanlal-
Keventer-MK] group have turned
out to be the third and fourth
largest buyers of bonds after
Future Gaming; Hotel Services;
and Megha Engineering. The Kitex
group, controlled by politicianand
founder of the Twenty20 party
Sabu M Jacob, also bought bonds
worthRs 25 crore, according tothe
list of donors published by the EC.

Madanlal & Keventer group:
Four companies of the group
based in Kolkata bought bonds
worthRs 617 crore. The main pro-
moter of the group is Mahendra
Kumar Jain. MK] Enterprises
bought bonds worth Rs 193 crore.
The company has been trading in
stainless steel.

Keventer Foodpark pur-
chased bonds worth Rs 195 crore.
The firm has a paid-up capital of
Rs 4.35 crore. Madanlal Ltd pur-
chased bonds worth Rs 185.50
crore. Sasmal Infra of the group
bought bonds worth Rs 44 crore.

Sanjiv Goenka group:
Companies which are part of the
Sanjiv Goenka group — Haldia
Energy, Dhariwal Infrastructure,
Philips Carbon Black, Crescent
Power and RPSG Ventures —

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,LKM SWETA POONIA (Aadhar-
579479321682), D/O0 DHARAM
PAL SINGH, R/O-PLOT.NO.13-
A,CHAUHAN ENCLAE,
NAJAFGARH,NEW DELHI-
110043,inform that KM SWETA
POONIA and KM SWETA
POONIYANA,both names are
same person.My correct name
is KM SWETA POON
0040720446-4

I, Abhinav Yadav S/o Sh. Sunil
Kumar Yadav R/0 H.N0.9721/8
Katra Bhaktawar Lal,Kishan
Ganj,Delhi-110006do hereby
solemnly inform that Abhinav
to Abhinav Yadav both are one
and same person.

0040720540-1

ISHASHIBALA BAJAJC/O
Banarsi Lal Bajaj H.No 107 Block
Bj West Near Jaspal Kaur Public
School, Shalimar Bagh North
West Delhi 110088, India Have
Changed My Name To SHASHI
BAJAJ As Per Documents.

0070894750-1

[OST & FOUND

I,Rajeev Khanna,S/0, Krishan
Kumar Khanna, 14/33 1st
Floor,East Patel Nagar New
Delhi-110008. ICICI BANKLTD
Share certificate had been lost
inyear 2019.Certificate details
iSFOLIONO 1023325
CERTIFICATENO 20519
DISTINCTIVENO 10256276-
10256355 NO OF SHARES 80,
FOLIO NO 1023325 Certificate
No0.917053 DISTINCTIVE
NO.5830722688 - 5830722695 NO
OF SHARES 8, finder may
contact.9868907561

0040720508-1

Lost documents including
mutation letter No.
LABR/2630/114 dated 29-3-
2023, issued by DDA inthe
name of Veena Goel in respect
of Plot No. 133, Block-C, Pocket
01, Sector-30, Rohini has been
lost. In case any person found
it, please return to Mobile No.
9350171689 Veena Goel C/o
Ram Kumar Mittal 7310/1 Prem
Nagar, Malka Ganj, Delhi110007

0040720513-1

Lost 125 shares of Kama Holdings
Ltd under the name Daya Kumari
and Anil Bhatnagar vide Folio
SPP0002936, Certificate no -3023
& 200002, distinctive no 112755 to
112779 and 35909717 to 35909816.
Contact 9599450029

0050239166-1

LOST & FOUND

[, Arun Kumar Bhukal Slo Sh.
Rameshwar Dayal Bhukal M.
No. 171, RIO 574

Shriniketan CGHS Ltd., Plat
Mo.1, Seclor 7, Dwarka, Mew
Delhi 110075, is a bonafide
member of Shriniketan
CGHS Ltd, have lost Share
Certificate containing S1. No.
2151 to 2200 for 50 shares
amounting to Rs. 5000/-.
The Share Certificate is in
the name of Mr. N. Dayal_ If
found, please contact me an
Mobile  Phone  MNos

| 7289571610,

S R

“"IMPORTANT™
VWhilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising

copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian

Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

bought bonds worth Rs 534
crore. Haldia Energy itself
bought bonds worth Rs 377
crore,and Dhariwal Rs 115 crore.

Avees Trading & Finance
Pvt Ltd: The Kolkata-based firm
donated Rs 112 crore. Its paid-up
capital is Rs 88 lakh and its direc-
tors include Ramesh Saraogi,
Bhal Chandra Khaitan, and
Mahesh Dhanuka.

Kamna Credits and
Promoters Private Ltd: The
Kolkata-based company with a
paid up capital of Rs 1.33 crore
donated Rs 30.5 crore. It was part
of the list of NBFCs categorised
as 'High Risk Financial
Institutions' by Financial
Intelligence Unit-India in 2018.

Rungta Sons P Ltd: Based in
Kolkata, the firm purchased Rs
100 crore worth of electoral
bonds. This company, which has
apaid-up capital of Rs 24.57 crore,
isinvolved in forestry, logging and
related service activities.

Kitex Group: Kitex
Garments, promoted by Kerala-
based Sabu Jacob purchased
bonds worth Rs 16 crore. Kitex
Childrenswear bought stocks
worth Rs 9 crore. Jacob is the
head of a political party called
Twenty20 in Kerala.

Infina Finance Pvt Ltd: It
purchased bonds worth Rs 60
crore. The Mumbai-based com-
pany is a non-deposit accepting,
systemically important non-
banking financial company. It is
jointly owned by Kotak
Mahindra Bank through its sub-
sidiary and Kotak family. The
company’s paid-up capital is Rs

2.2 crore. The directors of the
company include Suresh Kotak,
Jaimin Mukund Bhatt, Sudhakar
Padmanabh Shanbhag, Samidha
Manohar Bhagat, and Janki
Dharmesh Mistry

PHL Finivest Pvt Ltd: The
company purchased Rs 40 crore
of electoral bonds. In August
2022, PHL Finivest Pvt was
merged with Piramal Enterprises.

Prarambh Securities Pvt
Ltd: The firm donated Rs 78 crore.
Itis an integrated securities firm
offering a wide range of services
including institutional broking, re-
tail broking, private wealth man-
agement, and financial product
distribution. The paid-up capital
of the firmis Rs 7.44 crore.

ABNL Investment Ltd: It's a
wholly owned subsidiary of
Grasim  Industries. The
Junagadh-based company do-
nated Rs 10 crore through elec-
toral bonds. The paid-up capital
of the company is Rs 28 crore.

Cape Trading LLP and
Capstan Trading LLP: Two asso-
ciate companies of K Raheja
Group — Cape Trading LLP and
Capstan Trading LLP — together
purchased Rs 9.7 crore worth of
electoral bonds. The directors of
the company are Neel Raheja
and Ravi Raheja.

Renuka Investments and
Finance Ltd: Based out of
Sonbhadra, Uttar Pradesh, the
Aditya Birla Group company do-
nated Rs 5 crore. The directors
are Anil Arya, Sanjib Rajderkar,
Geetika Anand, Himanshu
Shekhar, Udit Bajaj, and Gaurav
Siddhapura.

10 regional parties encashed EBs
worth ¥900 cr before Apr 12,2019

Somebody came to our office on April 3,2019 and handed over a sealed
envelope...containing 10 electoral bonds of Rs 1 crore each, JD(U) wrote to EC

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

TEN REGIONAL parties, most of
whom were in power in their re-
spective states, received a com-
bined donation of about Rs 900
crore through electoral bonds
prior to April 12, 2019, the date
after which the details of all poll
bonds redeemed by political
parties were made available ear-
lier this week.

On Sunday, the Election
Commission made public the
datarelating to electoral bonds as
returned by the Supreme Court
registry.

Eight of the 10 regional par-
ties — Aam Aadmi Party (AAPin
Delhi), Telugu Desam Party (TDP
in Andhra Pradesh), All India
Trinamool Congress (AITC in
West Bengal), Biju Janata Dal
(BJD in Odisha), Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS— erstwhile TRS in
Telangana), Sikkim Democratic
Front (SDF in Sikkim), Janata Dal
(United) (JD-U in Bihar),and Shiv
Sena (undivided in Maharashtra)
— were in power during the do-
nation period. The only excep-
tions were Yuvajana Sramika
Rythu Congress Party (YSRCP in
Andhra Pradesh) and Sharad
Pawar-led Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP in Maharashtra).

SP got electoral bonds worth <10 crore
from unidentified donor through post  be judged by application: Hosabale

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17/

AT THE peak of 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, the Samajwadi Party
(SP) redeemed electoral bonds
worthRs 10.84 crore. According to
the details shared by the Election
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(Survey & Construction)
Open E-Tender Notice

Dy. Chief Engmneer (Const), North-
Western Railway, Bikaner for and on
behalf of the Presldent of India, inviles e-
Tenders under Two packet system for
the following works: 1. Tender Mo, :
MNWR-SC-BHM-21-2023-24 2. Name of
the work with its location | Prowviding

Project Management Services (PME) f-::|r|

Major Upgradation of Bikaner Raibway
Station of Bikaner division of Marth
VWestern Railway 3. Approx. cost of the
work : Rs 4421383800 4. Bid
Security to be deposited Rz
3,71, 10000 5 Date for submission of
e-tender : On 25.04.2024 upto 15.00
hrs 6. Date, time and place of pre bid
conference : On 03.04.2024 at 11,30
AM in the offica of Dy, Chie! Engmnaer
iConst. ). Morth-Western Railway,
Dppositea Dhola Maru Hotel, 30 Civil
Lines Bikaner [Rajasthan) 7. Details
and particulars of website where e-
temnder can be seen & filled up.:
www ireps.gov.in B.0fficial email
address: dyceci@bkn, railnet.gov.in
Mote - 1. No manual tender will be
accepted. 2. The Bid Securty shall be
deposited i cash through e- payment
gateway or submitied as Bank
Guarantee bond from a scheduled
commercial bank of India or as
mentioned in the tender documents, The
bank guarantae bond should ba issued in
favour of FA & CADYConstruction, North
Western Railway Jaipur olharwise tendar
will not be considerad 174.0G/24

Pioasa jain us on [ 010 mwRaiways () NitRaways_

Commission, the party had re-
ceived bonds worth Rs 10 crore
(92 per cent of total amount) via
post from unknown donors.

In the disclosure to the EC, the
SP said that it received electoral
bonds from S K Traders, Gurgaon
(7 bonds of Rs 1 lakh each); San
Beverages PvtLtd (3 bondsof Rs 10

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice
Following E-tendars are invited by DRM
(Engg.} NWR/Ajmer at 1500 Hr=. on the
mentioned date, 1. Tender Mo.: 24/2024
Mame of work: Madar-Palanpur
Saction; Rebuilding ¢ strangthening of
bridgas (UP Line) in connection with
runfing of highar loads and higher
speed. (Phase 1) Approximate Cost:
Rs. 746,74 74716 Earmest Money.
Rs. 5,23.400.00 Tender Closing Date:
27.03.2024, 2.Tender Mo. 252024
Mame of werk: Madar-Palanpur
section - Through Rail Renewal (P)

work-10.63 Km, in ADEM{LINEAJMER
jurisdiction

Approximate Cost, Rs,
1,09,80 67561 Earnest Money: Rs,
20500000 Tender Closing Date:
03.04.2024. 3 Tender MNo.: 26/2024
Mame of work: Pravizion of Ballasted
track in lieuw of CC apron frack wilh naw
sleaper and fittings inAymer yard in Line
1.2. Approximate Cost: Rs.
1,75,30,845.95 Earnest Money: Rs,
237,700,000 Tender Closing Date.
05.04.2024 4, Tender No, @ 27/2024
Name of work: Extension of existing
Foot aver Bridge from 6M wide to 12M

wide at Rani Station shortlisted undear
Amrit Bharat Scheme. Approximate

Cost: Rs, 3,4802182.28 Earnest
Money: FRs. 3,24,000.00 Tender
Closing Date: 05.04_2024 The detailed
infarmation of the above tender is
availabla on websila wwwiraps.govin

and Tender Nolice Board of DEM Ofice,

MWV RS Ay rmar 370-DG/24

Piass join ug oo [ 10 [5) MwiRastesys () Meraluays_

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY [ESEIECIEIEEME TR

lakh each); S K Trading Co, Delhi
(onebond of Rs 11lakh); AK traders,
Delhi(one bond of Rs 101akh); KS
Traders, Mohannagar (one bond of
Rs 10 lakh); B S Traders, Jaipur (7
bonds of Rs 1 lakh each); A S
Traders, Delhi(5bondsof Rs 11akh
each); B G Traders, Faridabad (5
bonds of Rs 1 lakh each).

The party said thatit received

| 10 electoral bonds of Rs 1 crore

denomination each by post
without name. All these 10 elec-
toral bonds were issued on the
same date (May 7,2019).

POLL BONDS ENCASHED BY REGIONAL PARTIES
.lsarty Before | Apr12,2019, Total
Apr2019| toJan2024 | (inZcr)
Trinamool Congress 98.28 | 1,609.53 |1,707.81
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 192.60 1,214.71 |1,407.31
Biju Janata Dal 235 775.50 |1,010.50
YSR Congress Party 165.80 337.00 502.80
Telugu Desam Party 101.80 218.88 320.68
Shiv Sena 68 159.38 22738
Aam Aadmi Party 3.55 65.45 69
Nationalist Congress Party| 23.45 30.50 53.95
Janata Dal (United) 14 10 24
Sikkim Democratic Front 5.50 0.50 6

Of these 10 regional parties,
the BJD reported receiving the
highest amount of Rs 235 crore
between July 16, 2018 and April
9, 2019, followed by the BRS,
which redeemed electoral bonds
worth Rs 192.6 crore between
October 11, 2018 and April 10,
2019.Two other parties —YSRCP
(Rs 165.8 crore) and TDP (Rs
101.8 crore) redeemed bonds
over Rs 100 crore each before
April 12, 2019. The Trinamool
Congress encashed bonds worth
Rs 98.28 crore between July 16,
2018 and April 11,2019.

The JD(U) reported that it re-
deemed 10 electoral bonds

worthRs 10 crore before April 12,
2019. These bonds were bought
from SBI's Kolkata branch on
April 2,2019.Inaletter to the EC
on May 30, 2019, the JD(U)
wrote, “Somebody came to our
office on April 03, 2019 at Patna
and handed over a sealed enve-
lope and when it was opened we
found a bunch containing 10
electoral bonds of Rs one crore
each. As per Gazette Notification
of the Govt of India we opened a
Account in SBI Main Branch,
Patna and deposited it which
was credited to our party ac-
counton 10.04.2019.”

The SDF reported that it re-

deemed five electoral bonds (each
indenomination of Rs 101lakh) to-
taling Rs 50 lakh on October 12,
2018. All the five bonds were do-
nated to SDF by Vadodara-based
Alembic Pharmaceuticals Ltd, the
party informed the EC.

Among other regional par-
ties, the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) reported receiving a total
of Rs 56 crore through electoral
bonds, of which Rs 55 crore
came between July 6 and
October 13,2023.The remaining
Rs 1 crore was received by the
party on April 16, 2019.

The Jammu & Kashmir
National Conference reported
thatit received only one electoral
bond of Rs 50 lakh, which was
donated to it by Bharti Group on
April 04, 2019.

The Shiromani Akali Dal in-
formed the EC thatitreceived Rs
7.26 crore through electoral
bonds between April 20, 2019
and January 14,2022.This means
the party received donations
through electoral bonds just be-
fore the Lok Sabha elections in
2019 and Assembly elections in
2022.The party did not report re-
deeming any amount of electoral
bonds before April 12, 2019.

The Bahujan Samaj Party re-
ported that it had not received
any donation through electoral
bonds till November 7,2023.

Poll bonds an experiment, should

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

THE RASHTRIYA Swayamsevak
Sangh on Sunday appeared to
put its weight behind the elec-

toral bonds funding mode, with

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice

For and an bebalf of President of Republic
of India, Oy Chief Electrical Enginesr
Construction=1) Narth Westerm Rallway,
Jaipur inviles E-Tender for tha Tollewing
works upto 15.00 Hrs. on the mentioned
date. 1. Name of work : Tender No
ELIC/IP/DO-GGEC/EPC/RET/DT/2023-
24 "Deesign, Supply, Erscton, Testing &
El_'lrrlrru&ﬁl-::ul.'ng Iha| Hﬁilw{::,.‘ Elecinhcalion
Work of 2225k AC OHE Traction System
along with 132/55kV Traction Substation,
Sechong Posts (SPs), Sub-Sachioning
Posts {55Ps) and SCADA over Dausa
(Excl, =Gangapur City (Excl.} Single Line
Seclhon of Jaipur Division, Morth Waslarn
Raifway” 2. Approximate cost of the
Work @ Rs 128620321241 3. Earnest
Money to be deposited -Rs. 6381100.00
4. Date of Completion of work- 18
Monlhs 5. Pre bid conference dale &
Venue : 23042024 at 11.00 (AM) at Dy.
Chief Electrical Englinees [Construction-
I} Rail MWirman Bhawan, Jagatpura,
Jaipur- 302017 6. Date & Time of
closing E-Tender - 24052024 Upto
15.00 Hrs. Date & Time of opening E-
Tender - 24.05.2024 at 15.30 Hrs. T.The
details of above E-Tender are available
on Weabsite: www.ireps. gov.in
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Tl Vel W, SR, T uites Yo, WY 51 WY ® et
vd I AR o E-Ffre & sremm o wElEa P & s Faife et §
R A Gl e O el R o B S 0 A i
1 2024—25 : 38 @ H1 A 9 ¥4 : Provision of additional Platform shalter at
|Degana, Deshnok, Gofan, Sujangarh, Magaur, Mokha, Merta Road, Didwana & Ren
{stalions under ABBS in the jurisdiction of Sr. DEN/East aver Jodhpur Division,
| AT AT W0 4.27,03.460 96 FATA @ W0R W0 : 263.500.00 —FRED
| T 2024—25 : 39 H1H & AH G T : Zone-2:- Service baiilding from
Sathin Road (ex. ) to Kheduli {incl. ) & Merta Road {proper} to Merta City {incl.} & Merta
|Road to Bikanen(ex. ), Demu shed Merta road in the section of SSEMIMTD under

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY | ADEN/MTD. For year 2024-2025 & 2025-2026. 1T @170 %, © 1,39,38.417.00
(Tt w210 70000 §-FafaEn gEe 4. 202425 43 ST F

LT g e Civil work In connection with Pravision of 02 nos, Elevatons (L ifts) at
(Gotan, Deshnokh, Mokha, Merta Road, Sujangarh, Didwana, Degana & Ren)
:Elatlnn e with ABS in the Jursdction of Sr. DEM f East, E?I:LIHF:T-J AT %=,
|2,05.94 54588 9T @1 W A : 2.98,000.00 §—FfET WET W 202425 ¢
44 &1 HT A9 9 ¥ : Zone-5 - Supply of pofable sweel drinking water to p-way
{gangs, staff glrs., stations & L-xzing etc. of Merta Road section under ADEMNMarta
|\ Road for vear 2024-25 & 2025-26. Eﬂi‘ﬂﬁiﬁ AT %, 544193100 G4
i wue - 1.08,80000 3T WA 6. 202425 - 45 HEd ®1 A9 T WA
12 Zone-3 Residential buildings from Khaduli (ex.) to Degana {proper) & Degana o
| Ratan Garh (ex)in the section of SSEMTDNAwnder ADEMNDMA sub dvvision for Year
|2024-2025 & 2025-2026 (AT @PMd . © 1705601566 @A &1 i
|wyd ;23530000 §—Ffagr yua o, 202425 : a6 w1 @1 T @ e
1Zone-1 Residential buildings from Degana (ex.) to Phulers (ex) in the section of
{SSEANDNA undar ADEN § DMA sub division for Year 2024- 2025 & 2025-2026

|w AR ATTA . 0 1.64.96,645.22 T8 @1 Wi W 2.8z 50000 E—Frifamn
R EL H_ 2024-25 : 47 &1 F1 AW 9 |IH : Zone-Z Servicel buildings from
Fheduli{ex_} to Phulera {(ex) and Degana to Ratan Garh (ex ) inthe section of SSE /W
|/ DA under ADEN/DNA sub divigion for 2024-2025 & 2025-2026 :H-_!.HH':-I'{I ol
(.0 1412154096 WA W Wi w9d c 22060000 §-FREET YEA WL
|2024—25 : 49 T &1 79 9 T4 : Zone-5 - Supply of potable sweet drinking
| water to p-way gangs, staff girs. slations & L-xing etc. in the section of Degana sub
| division under ADEN / Degana for year 2024-25 & 2025-26 ﬂﬂ'!‘f"ﬁl oliTd &, -
(1,14,27. 010,06 941 @ af¥ wud : 207 10000 §-F14€ a0 . 202425 :
(50 w1 T W g ¥ © Zone-3 Residential bailding fram KOW to Sathin Road
[{ex.), MTD to MEC & MTD to KJW {ex.) in the section of SSEAVMTD under
{ADENMTOLFor year 2024-25 & 2025-2026 ﬂ_jlq'lﬁﬂ A |/ 2 13813 478.20
(gt Al w29 10000 3-FfaE YA W, 202425 : 51 &6 &
:’l’IT{ g T - Lone-1 Rasidendl budlding froem KW 1o BEMN (e ) in e sechon ol
{SSEANMTD under ADENMITD, for year 2024-2025 & 2025-2026 HF._[FI'IﬁI'_:T o i
%1 1,14.27,010.06 447 @) T wud : 207 10000 Pl gaen W 3ste
139, 43 to 47 & 49 to 51 of 2024-25 Frfa=T wigg &0+ w b 10.04.2024, 12.04.
-?I:I.?I-_ 1504 2024, 1604 2204, 16.04 2024, 2204 2024, 23.04 2024 4 2504,
{2024 FT 15.00 99 TF & | JOET F Aovw wwT W I-FiEe Sl T oo
| FFAT E www.ireps.gov.in 173-0G/24
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Sangh Sarkaryavah Dattatreya
Hosabale suggesting that the ef-
ficacy of the bonds be judged
through their continued appli-
cation as an experiment.
“Electoral Bonds is an exper-
iment. Whatever checks and
balances are needed should be
there. It is being done also. Any
new thing that comes is ques-
tioned in many ways. EVMs
have also been questioned.
There is nothing wrong with
asking questions. How benefi-
cial and effective the electoral
bonds are should be allowed to
be judged through the experi-
ment,” he said while speaking
to the press on the last day of the
RSS’s Akhil Bharatiya Pratinidhi
Sabha (ABPS)baithak in Nagpur.
ABPS is the highest decision-

RSS general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale in
Nagpur on Sunday. P11

making body of the RSS, which
holds its meetings every March
withallkey leadersinattendance.

During his address, Hosabale
also hinted that the cut off date
for the recently implemented
Citizenship Amendment Act may
beextended if needed. “Thereisa
cut-off date of 2014. Under the
law there are some limits which
have tobe set.If need arises, it will
be extended.”

Answering a question on
whom the Sangh considers “mi-
norities” whenit saysitis tryingto
engage with them, Hosabale said

that when a particular commu-
nity is called a minority, it creates
divisions in society. “A rethink is
required over the concept of mi-
norities as enshrined in the
Constitution. Who does the coun-
try belongto? It belongs to every-
one. But a tradition of calling
(some communities) minorities
has taken shape for the past many
decades. Sangh has always op-
posed minority politics,” he said.
“Communities which oper-

ate under the Hindu code Bill, the
Sangh organises them. Generally,
there is an understanding of
Muslims and Christians being
the minorities... A lot of RSS
workers also come from these
communities. We do not exhibit
them as showpieces. Itis not nec-
essary. We consider everyone
Hindu through their nationality.
Those who do not subscribe to
this because of their religion are
engaged in dialogue. Our doors
are open for anyone who wants
totalktous,” the RSSleader said.
FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

NCP received X 50 crore through EBs;
Airtel, Poonawala among contributors

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, MARCH 18

THE NATIONALIST Congress Party;,
which is among the few parties
that have disclosed the names of
donors who have contributed to
their party fund through electoral
bonds, received funds amounting
toRs 50.51 crore.

According to the details sub-
mitted by the NCP, then undi-

vided, to the EC], the contributors
included Cyrus Poonawala, Neotia
Foundation, Bharti Airtel, Modern
Road Makers Pvt,BhutaShah&Co
LLP, Avinash Bhosle, Vivek Jadhav,
Bajaj Finserv, Bhansali Enam, Atul
Chordia, United PhosphorusIndia,
Oberoi Realty and Abhay Firodia.

All donations were received
between January 10, 2019 and
May 7, 2019. The amount de-
posited as per the bank statement
stood at Rs 37.75 crore as against

the EB purchase of Rs 50.51 crore.

Bajaj Finserv contributed the
highestamount of Rs 7.5 crore to
the party onMarch 12 and March
13,2019, while Cyrus Poonawala
subscribed to bonds worth Rs
3.75 crore to donate NCP.

“We are unable to furnish de-
tailed particulars of donors
against each bond as we neither
maintained complete details nor
issued any receipts,” the NCP said
inits submission to the ECL.

Around 2019
polls, CSK was
ADMK’s Donor
No.l with bonds
worth 5 crore

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,MARCH 17

THE AIADMIK, once the ruling
party in Tamil Nadu, got signifi-
cant funding through poll bonds,
particularly from Chennai Super
Kings Cricket Limited (CSK) —
whose parent company is India
Cements — and few others
within a narrow timeframe,
specifically in early April 2019,
ahead of the last elections.

During 2018-2019, the
AIADMK was struggling to main-
tain its political legacy while
preparing for a significant elec-
toral battle. In the days preced-
ing the polls, the party’s electoral
bond receipts spiked, primarily
due to CSK’s contributions, and
notable contributions from
Gopal Srinivasan of TVS Group.

According to the latest data
made public, the AIADMK re-
ceived 38 electoral bonds, in-
cluding 32 from the CSK and 5
from TVS’s Srinivasan, which
were credited in April 2019. Of
the CSK’s bonds, each was val-
ued at Rs 10 lakh, except two
worth Rs 1 crore each, totalling
Rs 5 crore. This is over 80% of the
Rs 6.05 crore the party got in
April 2019.

Despite its dominant pres-
ence from 2011 to 2021, the
AIADMK faced its worst electoral
setbacks in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls and the 2021 Assembly
elections, amidst internal tur-
moil following the death of its
leader ] Jayalalithaa in 2016.

Cong saw sharp
hike in donations
through electoral
bonds ahead of
2019 LS polls

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

IN THE run-up to the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls amid nationalist sen-
timents after the Pulwama terror
attack, the main Opposition,
Congress, had recorded a surgein
donations through poll bonds.

The party had received Rs
622 crore through poll bonds in
2019, nearly 85% of which had
come in the months of March
and April when the canvassing
for Lok Sabha elections was atits
peak.

The party received Rs 270.75
crore in March 2019, Rs 260.11
crore in April, and Rs 50 crore in
May through electoral bonds. In
October that year, the Congress
received only Rs 1.75 crore.

As per the details shared by
the Election Commission Sunday;,
the CongressinJanuary 2019 had
received Rs 39.51 crore. Inthe run
up to the Assembly elections in
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, where it won in
December 2018, the Congress had
received Rs 50.5 crore through
poll bonds in October-November.

The victory in three states had
given the Congress a boost to
challenge the BJP in the general
elections in which PM Modi was
seeking a second term. But the
terror attack on a convoy of secu-
rity personnel in Pulwama on
February 14,2019, and air strikes
by the Indian Air Force inside
Pakistan on February 26 changed
the political mood in the country.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY IESEIEEIILEREUCE]

HEel I9 WA, FaillaiaT, S 9fEn ved, WY 5T ARG & el &
for vy 99w e 9 Al & 9w wefem M & asea el
gu= | fafaer s el @ g seEn amfEa o el - - Ffaer gam
. 2024—25 : 30 FH F1 A9 9 WA : Zone-l Residential Building From SUT
(Ex) 1o SMR and SMR 1o MKSR in the saection of S5EMWMISMR Under
ADEMNISamdari of Jodhpur Division for the Year 2024-2026 HJLJ:ITI'EIH ol .,
: 1871361500 FATH BT wi wud ;24360000 §—FfaEr wEer W
202425 : 31 &1 F1 A 9 ¥4 : Zone - 2 Service buitding from SUT {ex) ta
BLD {Ex) in the section of SSEAMNISME under ADEM Samdari of Jodhpur Division
for the Year 2024- 2026.  M<{Wif9a @174 . © 1,76,26,706.34 9414 &1 wifdn
w04 : 23810000 3-fafaEr a4 2024-25 ¢ 32 Fd &AW G 00
Zone-3 Residential Building from MKSR (Ex) to BLDI {Ex) in the section of
S5EMIEMR under ADEM ! Samdari for the year 2024-25 & 2025-26 over Jodhpur
Division =4 S %, - 1,387 961 70 441 Y 131 w94 : 2.41,900.00
3 —forfasT o w. 2024—25 : 33 HTH T A T T : Zone-5:-Supply of
potable sweeat drinking walsr to P. Way gangs, Staff guarters, sfations and lawal
crossings ete. Satlana (ax) to Bhildi (ex) under ADEN/Samdari for period 2024-25
to 2025-26 H-[HTITA A0 &, © 74.70.685 48 44T+ @1 Of¥ w9 : 1.49.400,
oo 3—FrfasT e 4. 2024—25 - 34 FE & A9 T @A Zone-1 Service
Buildiryg from SMR{Ex) To MBF in the section of SSEMTBME under ADEN/Barmer
owver Jodhpur Division for the year 2024-25 to 2025-26. H:LHIT:“I'-EE AT &
1477430638 A @ T w0 : 22300000 §-TAfrEr gaEe W
202425 : 35 F1H HT A7 F T4 : Zone-2 Residential Building from SMR {ex)
to UTL {ex)in the section of SSEMIBME under ADEM ! Barmer for the year 2024-
25 o 2025-26. AW APTA W, © 1.08.52,196 50 qATH 0l WA
2,04 800,00 3 — Frfasy W@ 9. 202425 : 36 &1 &1 AW G WA Zone-3
Residential Buildings from UTL fo MEF in the section of SSEAMBME under
ADENIBarmer over Jodhpur Division for the vear 2024-25 & 2025-26. aﬁ,?ﬁﬁﬂ
AT ®. ¢ 128,92 258 00 941 &1 Wi w9 ;214,500 00 E-FfaET gE
. 2024—25 : 37 ®E B AW T A - Zong-2-Supply of polable sweel
drinking watar 1o P.Way gangs, stalf quarlars, stalicns and level trossings alc.
from Samdarijex) to Munabao under ADEN/Barmer for the period from 2024-25 &
2025-26. WATITE STA . { 1,43 84.548.85 T4 @1 I ®9H - 2.21,900,
00 FfEmT TrE T 30 to 37 of 2024-25 e we weq o firfr 29.04.2024
T 15.00 99 76 £ | JEEEe & fagwo wE i i—-TAfagr 25 9 & = 9 2
—www.ireps.gov.in 372-DG/24
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY EESSEICCESILELR SR

HEd Yo WA, g, SO 9EEn Ve, WgY 5 AT @ Ay ®
fordt o Tt o & §-Ffer & T % vfeg et & et il
wa=t # ffira fore wml & R srgem st w1 e #— P am
. 2024—25 - 01 FTA B A T T : Construction of OFC Rooms and
shifting OFC egipments in OFC rooms at 35 sfations in the jursdiction of
DEN/West of Jodhpur division. AT @R &, © 2,36,74,327 .02 94T &1
fer wud - 28840000 §—FfaET [aAT W, 202425 @ 02 HE w1 A9 T
T Civil work in connection with Provision of 02 nos. Elevators (Lifts ) at 04
numhbers of stations (Balotra, Barmer, Jalore & Marwar Bhinmal} under Amirit
Bharat Station Scheme in the juridiction of DEN! West of Jodhpur Division
FAATETd W@ W : 1315313140 AT @1 i w9 ;21580000
g—fafaar g==m &, 2024—25 : 03 & & W G ¥ : Provision of
additional Platform shelter at Barmer, Marwar Bhinmal, Balotra & Jalor stations
under ABSS in the jurisdiction of DEM"West of Jodhpur Division H{;Ll-'llfi'lﬂ el
. : 1.79.8511084 a1 B I w0 : 23990000 3-fafasT ga 4.
2024—25 : 04 HBTH & M T T : Civil work in connection with Provision of
02 nos. Elevators (Lifts) at Ramdeora & Phalodi station Mo with ABSS in the
Juriadiction of DEN/Cent.of Jodhpur Division :?I-I'-_ir'-lfl:-“’l'v."l AT ¥, 65, 76,565.74
41 ) Wit w9 : 13150000 2-FafEEr gae |, 202425 ¢ 05 wd
&l +ITH d ¥T-1 : Provision of additional Flatform shelter at Ramdeaora & Phalodi
stations under ABSS & Provision of New FOB at Jednpur Cantt station of JU-MTD
Section in the jurisdiction of DEN/Central of Jodhpur Division, a{j‘fﬂf}m AT

%, © 2559151052 99+ B Wi wwd ;27800000 S-FAfEAET gaa @
202425 06 HTH FT 19 T FI771 : Construction of staff atrs at various stations
in DMA-Gotan section in the jurisdiction of Sr DEM East, Jod hpu1'.al;l1:|1f=-17:| el
. © 0.27.81,907.75 AT BT W W : s1390000 8—Frfaer gaam 4,
2023—24 : 07 &1 BT T 9 T : Construction of Staff quarters in GOTH -
SWF saction in the jurisdiction of Sr DEN Easi Jodhpur. ﬂﬂ.f-l'l'f-*lﬁ ol fld .
B.24.04.834.62 TAT &1 W w94 : 5 62 500,00 FriasT g=-0 W0 01to 04
of 2024-25 T {7157 08.04. 2024 T 15 T0 T, 06 of 2024-25 1 {77141 01.04.
2024 % 15 A0 TF, 07 of 2024-25 ) (7712 05.04.2024 1 15 5 TF 9201 05
of 2024-25 Ffar wego o o Rif% 26.04 2024 &) 1500 & o9 8
gadTs 2 & fdaeor w81 0% g = g w8 1 F900 £ www.ireps.govin
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Amid Nepal’s political turmoil, task for India

Prachanda must stabilise the economy, undertake reforms, crack down on corruption, and build infrastructure. India must step up cooperation in all these areas

SHUBHAJIT ROY

NEPAL’S PRIME Minister Pushpa Kamal
Dahal Prachanda won a vote of confidence
in the 275-member lower house of
Parliament last week, securing the support
of 157 of the 268 MPs who were present.

The trust vote, the third won by
Prachanda in a little over a year, took place
after the Prime Minister broke his party’s al-
liance with the Nepali Congress led by Sher
Bahadur Deuba, and forged a new alliance
with K P Sharma Oli’'s Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist).

Under Nepal’s constitution, the Prime
Minister must seek a vote of confidence after
anally withdraws support to the ruling coali-
tion. The Nepali Congress, with 89 MPs, is the
largest party in Parliament, followed by Oli’s
CPN-UML(79)and Prachanda’s CPN-MC(30).

Politics of convenience

Prachanda, 69, took oath for the third
time on December 26, 2022 (he had been
Prime Minister earlier in 2008-09 and 2016-
17), and won 268 votes in the floor test of
January 10, 2023 after receiving support from
almost all parties, including both the Nepali
Congress and the CPN-UML.

However, he had to seek a second vote on
March 20, 2023 after CPN-UML and the
monarchist Rashtriya Prajatantra Party with-
drew support over Prachanda’s backing for
Ramchandra Paudel of the Nepali Congress
to be President. Deuba supported Prachanda
in the second trust vote, and the Nepali
Congress joined the government.

On March 4 this year, Prachanda dumped
Deuba and went back to Oli, which triggered
the vote in Parliament.

Prachanda, wholed Nepal’s Maoist insur-
gency that caused 17,000 deaths between
1996 and 2006, has proven himself to be a
consummate survivor in the years after he
joined the mainstream. Even though support
for him in Parliament has declined from 268
in January 2023 to 172 two months later to
157 now with only 32 votes from his own
party, he has clung on to power — demonstrat-
ing a political flexibility that provoked Deuba
to denounce him as “dhokhebaaz (betrayer)”.

Over the last decade, Prachanda, Deuba,
and Oli have been the leading political actors

What is SIMA, Google DeepMind’s
new Al that can play video games

BIJIN JOSE
NEW DELHI,MARCH 17/

GOOGLE DEEPMIND has revealed a new
Al gaming “agent” called SIMA or Scalable
Instructable Multiworld Agent, which
can follow natural language instructions
to perform tasks across video game en-
vironments. Simply put, it can play video
games with human players.

SIMA is also a step closer to Al that
canintelligently collaborate with humans
in doing tasks, potentially in real-world
environments.

Whatis SIMA?
Google DeepMind describes SIMA as

SIMA showcasing human-like play
in one of the games it was tested on.
Google DeepMind

an Al Agent, which is different from Al
models such as OpenAl's ChatGPT . Al
models are trained on vast datasets but
are limited when it comes to working on
their own. An Al Agent, however, can
process data and act by itself.

SIMA can be called a generalist Al
Agent that can perform a variety of tasks.
Itis a super-smart computer programme
that can be thought of as a digital explorer,
with the ability to understand user needs
and help create things in the virtual world.

derstanding and fulfilling user requests.

Atthe current stage of Al development,

itis a major feat for an Al system to be able
to play even one game. But SIMA can fol-
low instructions in multiple game settings.

Google is hoping that SIMA and other

Al agents will be able to use video games
as sandboxes to understand how Al sys-
tems can be more helpful to humans in
accomplishing tasks.

How was SIMA trained?

How does SIMA work?

SIMA “understands” commands, such
as building a castle or finding a treasure
chest, as it can process human language.

Itis also capable of learning and adapt-
ing through the interactions it has with
the user. The more one interacts with
SIMA, the smarter it gets by learning from
its experiences. This makes it better at un-

Google DeepMind collaborated with

eight game studios to test SIMA on nine
video games. With every game, SIMA’s
portfolio opened a new interactive world
along with a range of skills for it to learn,
such as navigation, menu use, mining re-
sources, etc. It also used four research en-
vironments, including one built with the
cross-platform game engine Unity.
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in Nepal, which has had 13 governments
since 2008, the year in which the country’s
239-year-old monarchy was abolished and
arepublic was proclaimed.

View from New Delhi

The extraordinary political instability in
Nepal is of concern to India, where
Prachanda’s moves are being watched with
a mix of caution and admiration. However,
while Prachanda retains significant goodwill
in New Delhi, his now partner in govern-
ment, Oli, does not.

The actions and state-
ments by Oli in 2015 during
the drafting of the Nepalese

EXPLAINED

The Indian foreign policy establishment
points out that India is Nepal’s largest trade
partner, with bilateral trade crossing $7 bil-
lion in FY 2019-20, and that India provides
transit for almost all of Nepal’s third country
trade. Indian exports to Nepal have grown
more than eight times over the past decade,
while exports from Nepal have almost dou-
bled. During the Covid-19 pandemic, India
provided assistance of more than $7 million
to Nepal, which included the supply of more
than 23 tonnes of medicines and medical
equipment, more than 9.5
million doses of vaccines, and
a medical oxygen plant.

About 8 million Nepalese
citizens live and work in India,

constitution, which led to
protests and the infamous border blockade,
had caused a fair bit of bitterness in South
Bloc. Oli, who was Prime Minister then, por-
trayed India as the neighbourhood bully in
his country.

Politicians in Nepal have often described
the country as being “India-locked”, mean-
ing it needs India for access to ports — a fact
of geography that Indian diplomats prefer to
frame as being “India-open”. New Delhi has
sought to projectitself as abenevolent “elder
brother” to Nepal, as the former External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj put it, rather
than a controlling and hectoring “big brother”.

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

US ARMY SHIPS have sailed from Virginia
with equipment to build a floating pier on
the Gaza coast to deliver humanitarian aid
to the enclave, Pentagon Press Secretary Air
Force Maj Gen Pat Ryder said on March 12.

“We expect the pier to be fully opera-
tional in approximately 60 days which will
be able to facilitate the delivery of about 2
million meals per day,” Ryder said.

The JLOTS project

The project to build the floating pier —
the American solution to deal with hunger
and an impending famine in Gaza as Israel
continues to pummel the Palestinian enclave
while blocking overland access to almost all
aid — is officially known as Joint Logistics
Over-the-Shore (JLOTS).

Former Indian Navy officer Cmde Srikant
Kesnur (Retd) told The Indian Express that JLOTS
capabilities are used to transport cargo by sea
when one or more ports cannot be operated
or are not available for loading or unloading.

“Usually, JLOTS is part of a military cam-
paign or exercise — either you want to fight
in another country or you want to deliver
aid and don’t have an operational port to
embark or disembark. In most cases, itis as-
sumed that loading (of cargo) would be well
executed, but the unloading will happen
over the shore,” Cmde Kesnur said.

Such operations usually involve joint op-
erations by the forces — while the navy trans-
ports the goods and provides protection, the
army or other agencies are involved in build-
ing the ‘last mile’ bridge, delivery, etc.

The floating pier in Gaza will be built with
no “US boots on the ground”. The US will take
the help of the private company Fogbow,
which is run by former military and intelli-
gence officials, according to a report by the BBC

The project will consist of two main com-
ponents, a floating dock and an approxi-
mately 548-metre-long pier with a cause-
way, the US Department of Defense has said.

and some 6 lakh Indians live in Nepal. Indians
are about 30% of foreign tourists in Nepal.
The bilateral remittance flow is estimated at
$3 billion from Nepal to India, and $1 billion
in the opposite direction. Cooperation in
power, water, and infrastructure has been a
major element of India’s diplomatic toolkit
with regard to Nepal.

India vs China, in Nepal

Nepal is sandwiched between the two
Asian giants, and the Nepalese political lead-
ership, including the country’s former mon-
archs, has long sought to play the China card

to manage the relationship with India. China
has been pouring aid and investment in infra-
structure to wean Kathmandu away from New
Delhi. Nepalese imports from China almost
tripled from (Indian)Rs49.5 billionin 2013-14
toRs 138.75 billion ($1.67 billion) in 2022-23.

With Oli, who has clear China leanings,
back in government in Kathmandu, New
Delhi would be keenly watching the expected
efforts by Beijing to play amore active and in-
fluential role in Nepal's domestic affairs.

Some analysts in Nepal view India under
the BJP as trying to nudge Nepal in the direc-
tion of a “Hindu state” — which has triggered
some pushback in that country. Inan editorial
published last month, The Kathmandu Post
wrote: “The competition (in Nepal) now
seems to be for who can make a solid case for
“Hindu Rashtra”, even while trying hard not
to sound too regressive. One such party that
is touching on the idea of restoring Hindu
Rashtrais the Nepali Congress. ...Second-and
third-tier leaders are making a case for restor-
ing Hindu Rashtra. That ‘fringe’ was at least
30 per cent in the last Congress Mahasamiti
meeting in 2018. This time, around two dozen
influential leaders...raised this issue at the
central working committee.”

According to the editorial, developments
inIndia such as the “consecration of the Ram
Lalla temple in Ayodhya...has emboldened

INFRA

How US plans to deliver Gaza aid

The US solution to deal with hunger in Gaza as Israel continues to pummel the Palestinian enclave while
blocking overland access to almost all aid is to deliver supplies using a floating dock and pier

BUILDING A TEMPORARY BRIDGE
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Cargo ships will deliver aid to floating
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The floating dock

The floating dock will be a platform built
with pieces of steel, which will be delivered
to the spot by a roll on, roll off ship — which
is essentially a cargo ship with a platform to
load and unload heavy cargo.

While the pier will be attached to the
shore, the dock could be located up to akilo-
metre from the coast. The dock is required
so that ships carrying aid don’t have to come
close to the shore where they may possibly
get stuck in shallow water, Maj Gen AV
Krishna (Retd), a former officer of the Indian
Army, told The Indian Express.

“They (the US) will send a ship (to supply
the aid) that is (of) 40,000 tonnes. Anything
smaller will be a costly business. Such a ship,
depending upon the load, will require a
depth of more than 4-5 metres, called min-
imum draft requirement. If it is less, the ship’s
keel will get stuck, and it’s very difficult to
pull out a ship thatisembedded in sand,” Maj
Gen Krishna said.

Pier and causeway

Once the ship unloads the aid on the dock,
smaller Logistics Support Vessels (LSVs) will

be used to transfer the cargo from the dock
to the pier or jetty, which will be a floating
structure linking to the shore. A pier can be
built in three ways, Maj Gen Krishna said.

One, by using a “ribbon floating” bridge.
“Such bridges are used for crossing rivers
during wartime. They are strong and can be
built within weeks. Each section of the bridge
is about 6 metres by 6 metres, and the bridge
is folded with the help of torsion bars in the
form of a ‘W’. Once the roll on, roll off ship
reaches the location, the bridge segments
can be pushed into the water and connected
end-to-end simultaneously, pushing the
bridge towards the shore,” he said. Once the
bridge touches the shore, anchors will be
dropped on either side of each section to en-
sure the structure’s stability.

A second way is to use a different type of
floating bridge, manufactured by the UK-
based company Mabey, Maj Gen Krishna said.
The Mabey floating bridge is constructed over
anumber of pontoons, which are small, flat-
bottomed boats with anchors at each end.

On reaching the spot, the roll on, roll off
ship will begin to push out the pontoons at
right angles to the line of the bridge at the

some Nepalileaders to ride on the rising pop-
ularity of the idea”. However, the editorial
said, “the political ideology of Hindutva,
based on the idea of nativism and monocul-
turalism,...has no place in a democracy”.

The political instability in Nepal has im-
pacted the country’s economy. Thousands of
young Nepalis are heading abroad, mainly to
the Middle East, South Korea, and Malaysia,
insearch of work.In2022-23, about 7.7 lakh
people got permits to go to foreign job desti-
nations, and remittances sent by Nepalese
expatriates has been a major source of both
sustenance for many Nepalese families, and
of foreign exchange for the country.

As he works with new partners in gov-
ernment, Prime Minister Prachanda has his
task cut out: he must stabilise Nepal’s econ-
omy, undertake reforms, crack down on cor-
ruption, and build infrastructure in the coun-
try. India needs to step up cooperation with
Nepal in all these areas, and India’s develop-
ment and economic aid must remain open.

New Delhi’s position on the politics and
future of Nepal must remain nuanced and
flexible, with the people of Nepal at its cen-
tre — it must ensure that China or its proxies
do not get an opportunity to ride on suspi-
cionor prejudice against India. More than an
“elder brother”, India should seek to be an
equal partner for Nepal.

place where the pier is required.

“Say the shipis 500 metres from the shore.
You will push out the first pontoon to a dis-
tance of 5-10 metres; then the second pon-
toon to another 5-10 metres. Over these two
pontoons, a panel of the bridge will be made.
Subsequently, a third pontoon will be pushed
out and the previous two will be pushed fur-
ther towards the shore,” Maj Gen Krishna said.

The process is repeated until the pontoons
reach the shore. The bridge on the pontoons
is typically a Bailey bridge, a truss bridge that
is commonly used in mountainous areas.

The third way is to use a foam floating
bridge made of elastomeric materials that are
like rubber, but offer better material proper-
ties, Maj Gen Krishna said. Such bridges are
commonly used inresorts. The US has heavy-
duty versions of these bridges, but they are
somewhat shaky, he said.

The pier will also have a causeway that
will act as its extension. The causeway will
ensure that vehicles carrying the aid from
the pier to the coast don’t get stuck in boggy
sand. Fogbow, the private firm, will move the
aid from the shore to distribution points fur-
ther inland by trucks, the BBC report said.

Why bridges float

All floating bridges can take heavy
weights such as tanks and cargo. They stay
afloat because of buoyancy and density.

The principle of buoyancy states that any
fully or partially submerged object experi-
ences an upward force — known as buoyant
force — equal to the weight of the fluid dis-
placed by the object.

Objects that are less dense than water
stay afloat. That's because they displace less
water and therefore, the buoyant force is
more than the gravitational force. Objects
that are denser than water sink.

Notably, the ribbon floating bridge is
made of steel, which is denser than water. To
ensure that it remains afloat, the segments
of the bridge are hollow, and contain an ad-
equate quantity of air that makes them less
dense than water. The floating dock will also
have hollow steel segments.

Why Karnataka has banned food colourlng used in cotton candy

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI,MARCH 17

THE KARNATAKA government recently
“banned” the use of a popular colouring
agent used in the preparation of gobhi
manchurian and cotton candy, with a viola-
tion attracting imprisonment of up to 7
years and fine up to Rs 10 lakh.
“Consumption of snacks
containing these artificial
colours may pose long-term
health risks, including can-

HEALTH

Minister said.

What is Rhodamine B?

Rhodamine B, the colouring agent that
the Minister mentioned, is in any case not fit

for human consumption. It is not one of per-
mitted food colouring agents under India’s
food safety regulation — which meansitis
already technically banned.

Rhodamine B, which gives red and
pink colours to clothes,
paper, leather, plastics, etc.

ingested. Exposure to the

cer. Therefore, the health de-
partment has taken this nec-
essary action,” Karnataka Health Minister
Dinesh Gundu Rao said.

Artificial colouring was found in 107 of
the 171 gobhi manchurian samples tested
by the state government, and in 15 of the 25
cotton candy samples tested. “Based on
these findings, an order has been issued
banning the use of prohibited artificial
colours, including Rhodamine-B, in Gobi
Manchurian and cotton candy,” the

chemical may also damage
the eye, and cause irritation
in the respiratory tract. While the
International Agency for Research
on Cancer — the World Health

Organisation body that maintains a list of
cancer causing agents — says it cannot

be classified as carcinogenic to humans,

some studies have shown carcinogenic

effects on rats.

Is Rhodamine B frequently added to

may lead to acute toxicity if
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Rhodamine B is sometimes used to colour the popular children’s treat. Archive

food products in India?

Not frequently. A food safety officer told
The Indian Express: “[Use of] Rhodamine B
is usually reported from small roadside
vendors in small cities. This is because of a

lack of understanding about dyes that are
permissible in food items. Small vendors
are not aware that this dye can be harm-
ful, as effects might not always be felt im-
mediately. They might just go to a shop

and ask for a red colour, not knowing what
is given to him.”

The officer said the dye is usually
“illegally” added to preparations such
as gobhi manchurian, potato wedges, but-
ter chicken, pomegranate juice, cotton
candy, and ice cream produced in small
factories — food items that have a bright
red colour.

“This is usually not seen in the bigger
cities. Although no colouring is allowed in
cooked food, in the bigger cities edible food
colours are usually used to give the red
colour to butter chicken and tandoori
chicken,” the officer said.

What food colours are allowed by the
food safety Act?

The Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI), the country’s
apex food safety regulator, allows the use of
very few natural and synthetic colours
in food items. There is also a restriction
on which colours can be used in what type
of foods.

“Rhodamine Bis acommonred dye; itis

even used in Holi colours. However, it is
thought to be a carcinogen and its use is not
permitted in food products. In fact, only
about 10 colours are allowed to be used in
foods,” Saurabh Arora, founder of the Food
Safety Helpline, told The Indian Express.

Arora said permitted natural food
colours include carotene and carotenoids
(yellow, orange), chlorophyll (green), ri-
boflavin (yellow), caramel, annatto (orange-
red, derived from the seed of an American
tree), saffron, and circumin (yellow, from
turmeric).

Permitted synthetic colours include red
from Ponceau 4R, Carmoisine, and Erythro-
sine; yellow from Tartrazine and Sunset
Yellow FCF, blue from Indigo Carmine
and Brilliant Blue FCF, and green from Fast
Green FCE

Even permissible colours, however, are
not allowed in all foods. Items that can use
these colours include ice cream, biscuits,
cakes, confectionary, fruit syrups and crush-
es, custard powder, jelly crystals, and
carbonated/noncarbonated beverages,
Arora said.
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Nihal Koshie: BCCI told top cricketers
that skipping domestic cricket when
not on national duty would have
its implications. The BCCI felt some
cricketers were prioritising IPL over
red-ball/domestic cricket. But when
cricketers play all three formats and
also take mental-health breaks,
should the BCCI insist on that?
Sometimes when an organisation
takes a stand, it might not suit everyone,
it might not work in favour of everyone,
it might be detrimental to a few people.
What we must understand here is the
message being conveyed by the organi-
sational body. It said we are prioritising
Test cricket, IPL is not everything as far
as we are concerned. They are saying Test
cricket is of paramount importance and
we are going to promote it. In my view,
they are making all the right noises. At
the same time, whether a cricketer
wants to do all the 12 months, or only
wants to do the two months or whether
they want to be relevant playing T20
cricket and one-day cricket and do not
want to be playing Test cricket, is
their choice.

Sandeep Dwivedi: Is there a trend
among the younger generation of
cricketers to market themselves on
social media in a certain way? Like
posting videos before selection day,
wishing happy birthday to a certain
group etc.

It’s very hard to make a complete
assessment. In some cases, players don’t
really handle their own social media
handles. I like talking about cricket,
which is why you see me on YouTube.
was always very instinctive, very upright,
and somebody who loved the game to
bits. And if I spoke about cricket to X, Y
orZ, I realised far later in
my life that they seeitas

overthinking. It's not like I change

[ would come back . .
tomystreetand talk to My action and if I am
friends about the same . . .
thing. That's the culture leadmg a Slde’ Twill tell
I've been brought up in. ]adej ato change his
So when I stepped out . )
of Madras, I didn’t know action... People just
what India was about. | , .
ive my opinion, but if] assumed that's how it
didn’tchangemyviews  could be. They thought

or opinions, I wouldn’t

be who I am today. he would not fit the bill
as aleader and that’s an
unfair assessment

Agreeing to disagree is
the greatest quality one
can have.

[ didn’t even bother
about when selections

are happening. But now
things have changed. There is a cricket
Twitter war going on, on who should
be there in the squad, what are the rea-
sons somebody is selected. At the end of
the day, we need to understand that
there is a selection committee and things
will have to happen according to what
the team requires.

Whichever cricketer I sit around with,
I tell them the same thing. PR and mar-
keting will get you to a certain place.
They might have value, but it’s only
one percent.

Mihir Vasavda: How was it in the
dressing room when you came and
how is it now, especially when it
comes to communication in Hindi?

It’s a cultural shock. My first shock
came when [ went for an Under-17 India
team camp. AllI'd had in my life was curd
rice at night. The next time I found curd
rice was 45 days later. You can’t even
explain that to somebody. I actually stud-
ied in Hindi but my Hindi fluency or vo-
cabulary wasn’t good enough to speak.

It wasn’t anyone’s fault. I'm a very
proud Tamilian. But the first thing I
would do to any child that comes to my
academy is to say that along with cricket,
they should learn a bit of Hindi. Because
the moment the child goes to an Under-
14 or Under-16 NCA camp, the last thing
you want the child to do is silently won-
der what these guys are saying in Hindi
behind his back. I would actually seri-
ously recommend for people to under-
stand that this (diversity) is the way of
life and this is a beautiful country. We
must embrace it.

Sriram Veera: M Vijay once said that
he could never be himself in the
dressing room because his sense of
humour was in Tamil. How did you
handle that?

[ can empathise. He’s a very spirited
soul but in my case, the fault was with
me because you need to know which
players to deal with and how. I've also
made the effort to say ‘boss, thisiswho
am. I'm comfortable in my skin’. They
will come around because they will also
understand you. It has happened inside
the Indian dressing room massively. It’s
a question of maturing together. You play
cricket for so many years; now Virat
(Kohli) knows whoIam and what sort of
fun I enjoy. It’s got to a situation where
he sends me jokes or links knowing ex-
actly what I might know or enjoy. It’s the
same thing with Rohit (Sharma).

Sandip G: We’ve heard that you are
into chess these days. What are the
other sports you follow?

[ have been into a bit of online chess.
I'm actually a big sports buff though
looking at me physically, a lot of people
think I can’t do much. I was pretty good
at tennis. Not maybe the quickest
around, but really, really good with my
long-levers. I was pretty good at table
tennis, and played a bit in the zonal sides,
in ball badminton. I'm pretty good at

racket sports.I can’t say I'm very good at
chess. I'm okay for an amateur.

[ watch chess a bit too, when
(Rameshbabu) Praggnanandhaa,
Magnus Carlsen play. I watch a lot of
Bobby Fischer games from the past. I fol-
low a lot of Viswanathan Anand, his leg-
endary duels with Gary Kasparov. I love
the intricacies involved in the game.

Mihir Vasavda: Talking of intricacies,
when Rohit retired out in the Super
Over like you had done in the IPL,
Rahul Dravid mentioned that was
‘Ashwin-level thinking’. How often
do the players come to you to know
about these complex situations?

All these things happen not because
it's discussed. It happens because of the
execution. Somebody at the end of the
day needs to have the courage to say,
‘okay, I am the guy who will receive the
flak’. I still remember that day when
Kings were playing Rajasthan in Jaipur.
The moment that (mankading) hap-
pened, there was a huge buzz, a sort of a
silence, and sort of a confusion amongst
my own team. I called them into the hud-
dle and said, ‘I know this will receive a lot
of attention and flak, but I will handle it.
Now, you guys get on with it and make
sure we convert this into a victory.’ It
shouldn’t disturb anybody else. And it
turned out that we won the game. And
yet again, it’s proved to me that when
you put people in an uncomfortable spot,
which they don’t like, they will perenni-
ally crumble. Because Rajasthan were
cruising even without Jos (Buttler).

I have discussed tactical timeouts
with so many captains, management,
etc. they say, ‘yeah that’s a greatidea’ but

RASHWIN
INDIAN CRICKETER

¢ [ started weeping, locked myself
In my room, wanted to quit cricket...
Then I sought external help?

R Ashwin speaks on mental-health issues and how the perceptions of him being an ‘over-thinker’ affected
his leadership chances. This session was moderated by Senior Assistant Editor Venkata Krishna B
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WHY RASHWIN

N the recently concluded series against England,

R Ashwin, India’s leading spinner, crossed the

landmarks of 100 Tests and 500 wickets. He played a
big role in India beating England 4-1. He countered England’s
aggressive brand of cricket, known as Bazball, to be the
leading wicket-taker in the series. Ashwin is known for his
strategic planning and he often outthinks batsmen with his
guile. An articulate cricketer, he speaks his mind and has a
strong opinion on cricketing matters.

they’ll never do it. People talk about
change, even these experts on social me-
dia who have so much advice to offer, do
they get down and actually do it? Do they
get their hands dirty? No, they don’t. If
you do not have the courage to get your-
self dirty, you will never be a part
of change.

Devendra Pandey: From figuring
out that Kumar Sangakkara doesn’t
get LBW to off-spinners to watching
videos of Kane Williamson, Steve
Smith, understanding the degree of
turn on offer on different days of the
Test... you have done it all. Could you
explain your homework methods?
One day I was talking to Muttiah

Muralitharan and he said, ‘put your bat-
ting on the back shelf a little bit and bowl
a lot more. As you grow older you will
learn a lot more about bowling and bat-
ting’. I found it to be interesting.
Bowling is a very conscious act
because you deliver the first initial ac-
tion, while batting is a very subconscious
act as you are reacting to something —
one is action and other is reaction. And I
found when the person reacting is un-
comfortable, that is your first battle won.
Ever since maybe 2016-2015, I found my-
self in a zone to make batsmen uncom-
fortable at the crease. Which is why you
don’t see me talking to a lot of batters. I
found it peculiar that good batters want
to see a bowler chatting to him and who

Indian victories were

It’s not like I change my action and
tomorrow if I am leading a side, I would
go to Jadeja and tell him that he should
change his action. I'm not that dumb.Ina
way, people just assumed that that’s how
it could be. They just thought he would
not fit the bill as a leader and that’s quite
an unfair assessment.

Sriram Veera: You had said that

if it was up to you, you would pick
being a batsman instead of a bowler.
Were you just emotional when you
said that?

I don’t say anything just because I'm
emotional. If I had a son or have daugh-
ters now who want to play cricket, I'd still
make them bat, there’s no two ways about
it. I'll ask them to bowl so that they under-
stand what a bowler thinks. Australia is
the most successful cricketing country in
the world. They’ve got some great batters.
But consistently, they have been built by
superstar bowlers for decades. They look
after them. Pat Cummins was 19 or 20
when he had a stress fracture. He was
looked after, was put in cotton wool, and
paid his match fee for every single match
he missed during that stint. He was
treated like somebody who was ex-
tremely special, and Cummins has deliv-
ered results as a captain and player over
the last three years. They know bowlers
can win you championships. India is far
fromit. We do talk a lot about pitches. But
batsmen have a lot more good days in
India than bowlers do and even when
they do have good days, they are not cel-
ebrated to the point where you inspire a
youngster to say, ‘l want to bowl. Iwant to
pick up anew ball and go'.

Sriram Veera: That general
perspective is fine, but are you happy
you became a bowler?
It’s destiny.
Sometimes we have so
much vanity that we

paramount, but I never don'tadmit that destiny

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

is respecting him. Giving that space is
something I always avoided.

My preparation is whether I can dis-
turb the tempo of a batter. Whether
Steve Smith would go to off-stump after
10 balls or 12 balls. Whether Marnus
Labuschagne will try to sweep or reverse
me first. Or Joe Root, when you go round
the stumps in the first eight balls, he
would reverse you once. There are two
ways of skinning it, do I want to stop Joe
Root from reversing or do I want Root to
reverse or get him out. That will depend
on where Joe Root is in his career, how
confident he is. Has he got a hundred in
the first two Tests? Is he in confident
space, is he coming from Sri Lanka after
making mountains of runs? So [ will try
and make a plan because I want that
early blood.

Sriram Veera: You had once said that
the ‘overthinker’ label has stuck on
you to work against you.

I didn’t understand. Everybody has
unique methods. A method that’s
worked for me, will not work for
(Ravindra) Jadeja. The cricket commu-
nity likes to keep it really simple. Unless
it's completely broken, they wouldn’t try
to mend it. But I come from a school
where even before it’s broken, I want to
make sure I stitchitupand don’'tgettoa
point where it’s broken. Why is it hap-
pening? That's the question that people
fail to recognise. I am addressing some-
thing before they believe I should ad-
dress it, because their journey is differ-
ent and mine is different. They might get
five opportunities but I will get only two.
And I made peace with the fact that I will
only get two.

. plays arole. Right people,
knew Indian bowlers right place, right advice.
would never be That's what makes you

whoyou are.
= paramount... Kumble Forget me as being a
A bowler or a batter, why
g \ is theleast celebrated  gid 1 want to play
S . cricket? Iwanted to wear
- = legend of the gamein the Indian jersey and
this country. Zaheer  people to cheer for me.
So that India celebrates
\ Khan was alegend but  ndia'svictories and they
< 1.0 . celebrate you. Indian vic-
we didn’t celebrate him {ories Were paramout,
but I never knew Indian

N

bowlers would never be

paramount. I'm glad over the last decade
you've got players like (Jasprit) Bumrah,
you’ve got players like me or Kuldeep
(Yadav), who are celebrated far more than
aplayer like Anil Kumble. I feel Kumble is
the least celebrated legend of the gamein
this country. Zaheer Khan was a legend of

this game but we didn’t celebrate him.

Venkata Krishna B: In arecent
column for us, your wife Preethi
had mentioned how in 2017 you
went through counselling sessions.
What made you seek outside help
and could you talk about dealing
with the pressure of playing at the
highest level?

There are layers of mental health.
Some people can succumb to pressure.
Some are on the road all the time and can
get jaded. Sometimes you are in a very
dark place in your life that you want to talk
to someone, and I think more often than
not, people find themselves in the situa-
tion of a victim. Which is a very danger-
ous situation in my book.

Even though I have my family rooting
for me and I can come back to my family,
[ cannot say a lot of things. I would say
cricket, in many ways, is a corporate affair
with a little bit of governmental organi-
sational activities and attributes. Though
if I come and talk with my dad about cor-
porate stuff, he has only one line to say:
it's all politics. And that’s a very large line.
And even fans end up doing the same
thing. Occasionally, when I find myselfin
a dark spot, I have also done that a little.
But it’s a very wrong thing to do because
you feel somebody’s success is coming
very easily. It’s not.

My wife is a wonderful listener, but she
had a very young family and I was not giv-
ing her enough time. One day, we were
having a conversation. My dad said some-
thing. And some internal affair of the
house had broken down. And I said some-
thing to my dad. My dad and I fight a lot.
And he eventually threw a statement,
“You know what? You are too uptight and
honest. That’s why you are getting
screwed.” He made that statement and
left.  am not someone who is emotive. |
would like to think I am pretty strong but
[ just locked myself away. And then I
started weeping. [ was crying for a long
time. I didn’t expect my dad to say that. I
don’t think he even realised what he did.

[ thought [ am putting people in my
house through a lot.  used to lock myself
in the room. I never watched cricket. My
room used to be dark all the time.

[ decided to quit cricket. [ was asking
myself what would I do? And I said
whateverIdoinlife,Iwould try to achieve
excellence and be as good as I can be in
that profession. I would probably try to do
an MBA and be in marketing. I gave my-
self so many options and then thought be-
fore I make any decision, I must get crys-
tal-clear clarity. Probably get an outsider’s
view into my life and see who 1 am, where
[ am. That's when [ sought some exter-
nal help and it changed my life for
the better.
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INDIA’S OIL IMPORT DEPENDENCY WAS 87.7% IN THE 11 MONTHS TO FEBRUARY

Reliance on oil imports up in Apr-Feb,
may hit fresh full-year highin FY24

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

GROWING DEMAND for fuel
and other petroleum products
amid stagnant domestic crude
oil output resulted in India’s re-
liance on imported crude in-
creasing to nearly 88 per centin
April-February, indicating that
oil import dependency for the
full financial year 2023-24
(FY24) could breach the all-
time-high FY23 levels.

As per latest data released by
the oil ministry’s Petroleum
Planning & Analysis Cell (PPAC),
the country’s oil import depend-
ency was 87.7 per centin the 11
months to February, up from
87.2 per cent in the correspon-
ding period FY23.

For full FY23, reliance onim-
ported oil was 87.4 per cent.
According to industry insiders,
like in the last financial year, im-
portdependency in crude oil for
the entire FY24 could be a tad
higher than the April-February
level.

Given India’s rapidly grow-
ing energy demand, reliance on
oil imports has been rising con-
tinuously over the past few
years, except for FY21, when de-
mand was suppressed due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Reliance on imported crude to
meet domestic demand stood at
85.5 per cent in FY22, 84.4 per

Total production of petroleum products from domestic crude
oil was 26.1 million tonnes in April-February. File

RISING OIL IMPORT DEPENDENCY (%)

Apr-Mar 2018-19 (FY19) I 83.8
Apr-Mar 2019-20 (FY20) 585
Apr-Mar 2020-21 (FY21) L I 844
Apr-Mar 2021-22 (FY22) fi B 85.5
Apr-Mar 2022-23 (FY23) § | 874
Apr-Feb 2022-23 I B 872
Apr-Feb 2023-24 Il

y 877

Source: PPAC

centinFY21, 85 per centin FY20,
and 83.8 per centin FY19.

The government wants to re-
duce India’s extreme reliance on
imported crude oil but sluggish

domestic oil output in the face
of incessantly growing demand
for petroleum products has
been the biggest roadblock. In
2015, the government had set a

Tractor sales data; Mismatch
between wholesale & retail

SWARAJBAGGONKAR
MUMBAI,MARCH17

TRACTOR DISPATCHES from the
manufacturing companies to
their dealers in the current finan-
cial year are showing a decline,
whereas retail numbers for the
same period show an increase,
highlighting the mismatch in the
display of the market trend.
Domestic wholesale (from
company to dealers) tractor vol-
umes from April to February fell
by 7 per cent year on year (y-0-y)
to 803,266 units, as per data
shared by the Tractor and
Mechanisation  Association
(TMA). However, going by the re-
tail (dealer to customer) data, do-
mestic tractor volumes grew by
nearly 9 per centy-o-y to 813,808
units, as per detail shared by the
Federation of Automobile Dealers
Association (FADA). FADA collates
the datain collaboration with the
Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways, gathered from 1,358
out of 1,445 regional transport of-

— BRIEFLY —

Decathlonto
accelerate
investmentsin
India

New Delhi: French sportsre-
tailer Decathlonis accelerat-
ing its investments to ramp
up production and enhance
its retail presence furtherin
India, one of its “most im-
portant” global markets, its
Global CEO Barbara Martin
Coppolahassaid. Decathlon
expects to continue its “high
growthrate” fromtheIndian
market, which is also
emerging as an important
manufacturing hub for the
retailer, from where it cur-
rently exports around 65 per
cent of production to global
markets, she added. PTI

Mother Dairyto
investI/50cr

tosetupplants

New Delhi: Mother Dairy
willinvest Rs 650 crore to set
up two new plants for pro-
cessing of milk as well as
fruits and vegetables to ex-
pand its business amid ris-
ing consumer demand. The
company will alsoinvest an-
otherRs 100 crore to expand
capacities of its existing
plants. PTI

fices (RTO). Data from Telangana
and Lakshadweep are not in-
cluded in this. “February (tractor)
volumes have grown by 11 per
centand between April to January,
the volumes have grown by 8 per
cent. I can’t comprehend why is
everybody writing about fall in
tractor sales,” Manish Raj
Singhania, president, FADA, said
inaninteraction with FE.

Tractor makers say that the ab-
sence of the Madhya Pradesh
market in the FY23 data is the
cause of the data mismatch. There
is also a lag period in the retail
data, because it takes a period of
10-14 days for the registration
numbers to reflect on the portal,
tractor makers said further.

Neeraj Mehra, chief officer -
AgriBusiness, Escorts Kubota said,
“The FADA data for April to
February, which is almost
750,000, might not be the correct
data. Escorts wholesales and re-
tails match to a large extent.”
While January recorded the sec-
ond highest y-o-y growth at 21
per cent, June clocked the highest

volume at 98,660 and the highest
growth at41 per cent.

“January is traditionally low
because the first 15 days are inaus-
picious and also because the cold
weather conditions make farm
activities difficult,” Mehra

Mehra did point out that the
stock levels within the industry
are on the higher side. “Escorts
Kubota’s current inventory level
is 36-37 days. From where the
level of industry stock is, we are
relatively better placed than other
manufacturers. The norm is 30-
35days,” he added.

Tractors typically have alife cy-
cle of six-eight years and replace-
ment demand accounts for 60-65
per cent of volume. Tractor vol-
ume saw a healthy growth be-
tween fiscal 2016 and 2018, which
can translate into replacement
volume next fiscal. Demand will
also continue to be supported by
infrastructure and construction
activity, with sustained govern-
ment emphasis on infrastructure
spend in the interim budget, said
anote from CRISIL Ratings. FE

target to reduce reliance on oil
imports to 67 per cent by 2022
from 77 per centin FY14, but the
dependency has only grown
since. Heavy reliance on im-
ported crude oil makes the
Indian economy vulnerable to
global oil price volatility, apart
from having a bearing on the
country’s foreign trade deficit,
foreign exchange reserves, ru-
pee’s exchange rate, and infla-
tion.

Cutting costly oil imports is
also a fundamental objective of
the government’s push for elec-
tric mobility, biofuels, and other
alternative fuels for transporta-
tion as well as industries. Over
the past few years, the govern-
ment has also intensified efforts
to raise domestic crude oil out-
put by making exploration and
production contracts more lu-
crative and opening vast
acreages for hydrocarbon explo-
ration. While there has been a
pick-up in electric mobility
adoption and blending of biofu-
els with conventional fuels, it is
not enough to offset petroleum
demand growth.

The calculation of the extent
of import reliance is based on
the domestic consumption of
petroleum products and ex-
cludes petroleum product ex-
ports as those volumes do not
represent India’s demand.

With a refining capacity of a
little over 250 million tonnes per

annum, India—the world’s
third-largest consumer of crude
oil and also one of its top im-
porters—is a net exporter of pe-
troleum products.

India’s domestic consump-
tion of petroleum products in
April-February rose over 5 per
cent year-on-year to 212.2 mil-
lion tonnes, underscoring robust
demand, particularly for trans-
portation fuels petrol and diesel.
However, domestic crude oil
production for the year was
nearly flat at 26.9 million tonnes.
Crude oil imports in the first 11
months of FY24 rose 0.4 per cent
year-on-year to 212.6 million
tonnes. Additionally, petroleum
product imports increased to
43.8 million tonnes from 40.2
million tonnes a year ago.
Petroleum product exports in
April-February rose 4.2 per cent
to 57.3 million tonnes.

Total production of petro-
leum products from domestic
crude oil was 26.1 million
tonnes in April-February, which
means that the extent of India’s
self-sufficiency in crude oil was
just 12.3 per cent, down from
12.8 per cent in the correspon-
ding period of the last financial
year.

InFY23, consumption of pe-
troleum products sourced from
indigenous crude oil was 25.8
million tonnes, while total do-
mestic consumption was 201.8
million tonnes.

MARKET WATCH

M-CAP OF 5 OF TOP 10 FIRMS TANKS

New Delhi: Five of the top 10 valued firms faced a combined
erosion of Rs 2,23,660 crore from their market valuation last week,
with Reliance Industries and Life Insurance Corporation of India
taking the steepest hit amid an overall bearish trend in equities. PTI
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FPIs invest over 350,000 cr in
equity, debt in March so far

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, MARCH 17

FOREIGN PORTFOLIO investors
(FPIs) pumped Rs 50,471 crore
into the Indian stock and debt
markets in March so far despite
the high volatility in the stock
markets.

According to National
Securities Depository Limited
(NSDL) data, FPIs bought stocks
worth Rs 40,710 crore during
the month and invested Rs
10,383 crore in the debt market.
They pulled out Rs 857 crore
from the debt-VRR category
and invested Rs 235 crore in hy-
brid. However, as the FPI stock
investment includes the British
American Tobacco’s (BAT) deci-
sion to sell stocks worth over Rs
16,000 crore which were
bought by FPIs, the net invest-
ment figure is not a true indica-
tor of the FPI activity.

FPIs were big sellers in
January and modest buyers in
February. “But in March they
have turned big buyers. But this
figure includes some bulk deals
executed through the stock ex-
changes and, therefore, is not a
true indicator of FPI activity.
However, the rising trend of FPI
investment continues,” said VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services.

An important feature of FPI
investment for many months
now has beenits erratic nature.
FPIs have been changing their
strategy in response to the
changes in the bond yields in

India’s smartphone exports
to US jump in Apr-Dec FY24

During the nine-month period of this fiscal, the share of
China and Vietnam declined, as per Commerce ministry data

4

INCREASE INTHE SMARTPHONES’ MARKET SHARE:

FY25 |

FY24 | 2%

| 7.76%

FPIs have been changing their strategy in response to the
changes in the bond yields in the United States. File

the United States (US).
“Therefore, now that US bond
yields have again spiked up in
response to stubborn inflation,
FPIs may again turn sellers in
some of the days, going for-
ward,” he said.

An important trend in the
market in March is the weak-
ness in the mid and small caps
and the resilience in large caps.
This persuaded FPIs to reduce
selling in large caps and even
buying in limited quantities in
sectors like banking, telecom
and automobiles, analysts said.

Small and mid-cap stocks
fell last week following the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India’s (SEBI's) caution
against excessive speculationin
these stocks.

Meanwhile, SEBI has ex-
empted certain FPIs from the
additional disclosure frame-
work.

The SEBI Board on Friday ap-
proved a proposal to exempt
additional disclosure require-
ments for FPIs having more
than 50 per cent of their India
equity assets under manage-
ment (AUM) in a single corpo-
rate group, in case the concen-
trated holdings of the FPIs are in
a listed company with no iden-
tified promoter, if the certain
conditions are met.

In a circular in August 2023,
Sebi had asked select FPIs to
provide granular details regard-
ing their beneficial ownerships,
economic interest and control
up to the level of all natural per-
sons. These were FPIs, who held
more than 50 per cent of their
Indian equity AUM in a single
Indian corporate group and
those thatindividually or along
with an investor group held
more than Rs 25,000 crore of
equity AUM in Indian markets.

APRIL-DECEMBERPERIOD Adanl plans tO lnveSt
over .21k crin FY25

S3.53 hillion:Fy24
S998 million:Fv23

SMARTPHONE EXPORTS

TOTHEUS:

CHINA: $35.1 billion worth of
smartphones sent to the US
market

VIETNAM: Shipments of phones
declined to $5.47 billion

SOUTH KOREA: Exports
increased to U$858 million

HONG KONG: Sales aredown
t0 $112 million

M Increasing exports have made
India the third-biggest smartphone
exportertothe US

M Anincreaseinoverall
smartphone production has helped
in pushing exports

M During the nine-month period of
this fiscal, the share of Chinaand
Vietnamdeclined

B With the continued momentum,
exports have touched $10.5 billion
in April-December 2023-24

Source: Ministry of Commerce/PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 17

ADANI GROUP plans to invest
more than Rs 1.2 lakh crore
(about $14 billion) across its port-
folio companies that range from
ports to energy, airports, com-
modities, cement and media in
fiscal year starting April 1, as it
doubles down on its $100 billion
investment guidance over the
next 7-10 years to grow busi-
nesses, sources said.

The projected capital expen-
diture or capex for 2024-25 (April
2024 to March 2025) fiscal is 40
per cent higher than what the
portfoliois estimated to have in-
curred in FY24.

According to analysts, the
portfoliois estimated to have in-
curred a capex of around $10 bil-
lion in FY24 that ends on March
31. Sources said these invest-
ments will set the stage for expo-
nential profit growth. The group
had previously guided a $100 bil-
lion capex over the next 7-10

MORE COMPANIES AND SECTORS ACROSS THE WORLD ARE INCREASINGLY RELYING ON GENERATIVE Al

Analysing datasets: How predictive AI models are gaining traction

SOUMYARENDRABARIK &
ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, MARCH17

AVOLCANOInIceland erupted on
Saturday for the fourth time since
December, the Icelandic
Meteorological Office said, spew-
ing smoke and molten lava into
the air. One question that arose
immediately was: Will it impact
air travel? A 2010 eruption in
Iceland had halted around
100,000 flights in Europe as ash
clouds and haze enveloped the
skies around the Arctic Circle, a
key international flight path.
That's where data analysis for
pattern searches using Artificial
Intelligence comes in. Beyond
commercial applications,
Moscow-based Yandex has intro-
duced a service capable of moni-
toring volcanic ash movement
and mitigating its impact on com-
munities and ecosystems. Given
that volcanic ash presents a sig-
nificant hazard, affecting regions
across the globe with far-reach-
ing consequences, Yandex, using
advanced mathematical models
and neural networks, has devel-
oped an interactive map that al-
lows the real-time monitoring of
ash clouds after eruptions. The
idea is to empower authorities
and communities to respond
swiftly to ashfall and safeguard

T
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Al algorithms are being programmed to seek solutions for a

variety of desired outcomes. File

public safety and infrastructure.
According to Anna Lemyakina,
Director of Strategic Projects at
Yandex Cloud: “In projects such
as forecasting volcanic ash disper-
sion, seamless and swift access to
services for hypothesis testing
and model training is crucial. Our
projectis readily scalable to mon-
itor volcanoes worldwide, ad-
dressing the urgent issue of vol-
canic eruptions and their
aftermath.”

Even as text-based generative
Al platforms such as OpenAlI’s
ChatGPT and Google’s Gemini
have caught the fancy of people,

companies and researchers
around the world - including oil
and gas majors, pharmaceutical
companies, and manufacturing
entities — are increasingly relying
on generative Al for all kinds of
purposes, including oil explo-
ration, drug discovery and worker
safety, among others.

For companies, the advantage
is the trove of their own histori-
cal data which can become use-
ful fodder for generative Al tools
for predicting things. For instance,
anoil drilling company with wells
around the world has the histor-
ical geological dataon the regions

where all oil drilling has led to
sucessful finds, and an Al system
trained on this historical data
could predict where a new oil
well could be located.
Although, given the hype
around generative Al, the term
has also become a marketing
buzzword. For instance, a num-
ber of digital wearables’ compa-
nies have repackaged some of
their personalisation options as
Al-first features. While
the personalisation basis
of a user’s typical habits
is still a function of Al it
is nowhere near the so-
phistication - both in

EXPLAINED

and explorations to identify pat-
terns and correlations that may
escape other forms of analysis. Al
for oil and gas can leverage the
data produced by active wells
during extraction to make predic-
tions about probable reserves,
provide predictions about the
best ways to access known re-
serves, and extrapolate the life-
time yield of current wells.

Take for instance oil major
Shell. Last year it forged
a partnership with the
Al software service
company
SparkCognition to de-
® | velop a proprietary

hardware and software-
that generative Al platforms need.

Oil and gas exploration

Amajority of the top 20 global
oil and gas producersarelearnt to
be working on an Al strategy for
their upstream (exploration)and
midstream (pipeline and logis-
tics) businesses. A recent EY sur-
vey indicated that more than 92
per cent of oil and gas companies
around the world are “either cur-
rently investingin Al or plantoin
the next two years.”

Al algorithms are being pro-
grammed to seek solutions for a
variety of desired outcomes, es-
pecially for data-led interventions
to sift through the large amount
of datagenerated by past surveys

generative Al tool
which can generate subsurface
images for potential oil explo-
ration opportunities.

As per the company, the tra-
ditional approach to subsurface
imaging and data analysis is time-
intensive and costly, relying on
terabytes of data, high-perform-
ance computing, and complex
physics-based algorithms to
analyse and identify exploration
opportunities.

However, the generative Al
solution being developed by Shell
and SparkCognition uses deep
learning to generate reliable sub-
surface images using far fewer
seismic shots—as little as 1per
cent in completed field trials—
than traditionally necessary

while preserving subsurface im-
age quality. The company says
this will allow it to explore re-
sources at a much lower cost.
Earlier this month, Saudi
Aramco, the world’s largest oil
producer, showcased its
metabrain generative Al
According to Amin H Nasser, the
company’s president and CEO,
metabrain is helping Aramco to
analyse drilling plans and geolog-
ical data as well as historical
drilling times versus costs and
recommend well options. The
model will also have the capabil-
ity to provide precise forecasts for
refined products, including pric-
ing trends, market dynamics,and
geopolitical insights.

Medicine research

Then there is the field of ap-
plying deep neural networks in
drug discovery, which happens to
be one of the most promising ar-
eas of research currently.
“Predictive models are central to
ourwork,” according to Friedrich
Rippmann, Director,
Computational Chemistry &
Biology at Merck. “These are sta-
tistical models that predict
whether a compound idea - a
not-yet-synthesised molecule -
will produce a desired activity.”

“The technologies we're using
mostly relate to machine learn-
ing.In particular, we're using var-

years. Most of this investment is
going to go into group fast grow-
ing businesses -- renewable,
green hydrogen and airports.

Asmuchas 70 per cent of the
planned capex will go into its
green portfolio -- primarily re-
newable power, green hydrogen,
green evacuation. Of the remain-
ing 30 per cent, the majority will
be spent towards airports and
ports businesses, they said.

In calendar year 2023, the
portfolio delivered a $9.5 billion
EBITDA (up 34.4 per cent year-
on-year), while its net debt has
reduced by 4 per cent from
March 2023 to September 2023
(balance sheet figures are only
declared half yearly).

In the December quarter,
Adani’s portfolio reported record
EBITDA growth of 63.6 per cent,
takingits 12-month EBITDA toan
all-time high of $9.5 billion (Rs
78,823 crore)in 2023. Increasing
cash flows from fast growing
profits have set the stage for
mega-scale investments, sources
said.

ious types of deep neural net-
works. But we’ve also explored
other more classical statistical
techniques, with funny names
like random forests and support
vector machines.”

So far, in terms of practical
benefit, the research carried out
by Friedrich Rippmann’s team
and Merck’s partners has made
available almost 300 new mod-
els for assessing the properties of
acompound, which can help pre-
dict their ability to bind to a spe-
cific disease-relevant target.
“These models are already being
used by our chemists to judge
their compound ideas before de-
ciding on whether to synthesise
them,” according to Rippmann.

Al analysis is only as good as
the quality of the datasets in use.
For this reason, the pharmaceu-
tical industry s increasingly seek-
ing to collaborate by pooling data.
Arecentinitiative to facilitate, the
‘MELLODDY Project’,involves the
EU Innovative Medicines
Initiative and around ten phar-
maceutical companies in a proj-
ectaimed atimproving predictive
models through so-called ‘feder-
ated learning’, by using a novel
blockchain system to store data
ona secure ledger while protect-
ing the trade secrets of individual
companies.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com



14

CALENDAR

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, MARCH 18,2024

CROSSWORD 3315

y

24

q 5 [ T

THE QUESTION I HAVE
RATAREARS Sa 8
EVEN COME HERE... WITH TRILLIONS OF
PLANETS,..WHAT'S
S0 SPECIAL ABOUT
EARTH?

.. THERE ARE MILLIONS
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ACROSS

1 Accustomed to nut and date

assortment(7)

5 He broke all the
commandments (5)

8 Signal to bring in a social

worker (9)

9 Time to mature (3)
10 Made tolast (4)

12 Start playing up after industrial

action (6,2)

14 Moderation seen when lacking

afashion allowance (6)
15 Exchange of charity? (6)

17 Mother has to reflect about a

perfume holder (8)
18 Sign to return for Verne’s

captain(4)

21 Isay nothing(3)

22 Recovering; need month off

(2,34)

24 Little in the way of a final

course (5)

25 He has a cockeyed view of early

rising (7)

DOWN

1 Celia turned out to
be a young Victorian
heroine (5)

2 Useful advice in an
extremity (3)

3 One Roman abandoned
asultanate tobe
emperor (4)

4 Shortage putrightin the
end (6)

5 Lacking areal foundation? (8)

SHRIMP,

il

i lie By Arplreras Hilles ©
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. 1.7

6 Dramatic alias (5,4)
7 Coach or supporter(7)
11 Off the cuff so to

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

speak(9)
13 Indicate that the score is not
quite accurate (5,3)

14 Exercise restraint about

newspapers (7) [~

THAT'S A FICTURE OF OUR HAWAIIAN
DANCE LESSONS BEFORE JEFF NEARLY
SET THE FPLACE ON FIRE

16 He needs to settle (6)
19 A disposition to command (5)
20Block vote? (4)

23 Have aslice of cake at
teatime (3)

Solutions Crossword 5314 Across: 1Sedative, 5 Carp, 9 Cheek, 10 Terrier, 11 Battle of
wits, 13 Endued, 14 Stable, 17 Free of charge, 20 Offence, 21Genus, 22 Tend, 23
Standard Down: 1 Sack, 2 Diehard, 3 Take the count, 4 Vetoes, 6 Alibi, 7 Perished, 8 Profit
margin, 12 Seafront, 15 Begonia, 16 Accept, 18 Elfin, 19 Used

JUMBLCEDWORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

e answer for the given quip. 1N
tAhkingdom :out:de?i onq_:ever lasts. - Lucius Annaeus Seneca (9) 8
N
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Difficulty Level 2s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1t09
must appearin each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and ineach of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level

Ts =Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard;
5s=VeryHard;
6s=Genius
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THAT'S PROBABLY IT WASN'T THE
A RISK DURING DANCING. JEFF
FIRE DANCING BUMPED INTO A
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
The moment you
relax your grip on
financial affairs,
you'll run the risk
of making losses. These may
be minor (perhaps you will
be overcharged for goods),
but will nonetheless be
easily avoidable. Partners
are feeling the pinch, so offer
tea and sympathy if they
getirritable.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
This week’s
constructive
atmosphere may
mark a turning-
point between two phases in
personal aspirations. The
transition may not always be

affairs with great care and
understanding. And always
remember - it’s good to clear

the air.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
You may feel as if
you're caught
between two
opposing options,

uncertain which is the best
way to free yourself from an
impasse. The answer lies in
your own hands and it’s

your deeper motivations.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Your friends and
partners may now
be under much
more pressure
than you, which makes for a
change. Why not use this
opportunity to help those in
need and repay past favours?
The general tone of the times,
by the way, is lively and

will always be with you, and
that you can only do yourself

choices and facing hard facts.
Partners should respond best
if you are totally honest.

will be trooping to your door
with problems for you to solve.
Be your normal patient self.
There do seem to be changes
coming at work, so keep an eye
out for interesting openings.

smooth, but you’'ll handle your

necessary that you understand

personal and professional lives

good by dealing with awkward

qualities, and friends

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

All the signs point to

you've just had,

or are about to
opportunity. In the final
analysis, you know that only
losses or gains. The simple
advice is to steer clear
false promises.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

should have

been good for
Emotionally, you might be
wondering just what has hit
singled out for such intriguing
treatment. If there’s too much
don’t panic and hang on to
your secrets.

It’s difficult to think

of amore fascinating

than that which will
be affecting many people
while longer before the old
certainty returns. It could even
plans good and flexible.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

sending out mixed

messages, and
to trust that events will work
out as planned, a degree of
today, planetary pressures
will continue to be tense, but

the likelihood that
receive, a serious financial
you are responsible for any
of strangers bearing
Recent events
@ your morale.
you, and why you have been
to handle, then stay calm,
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
astrological pattern
around you. It could be a little
be a few weeks, so keep your
Friends have been
@ while you're willing
doubt is creeping in. After
that could be helpful if it stirs

original, so no settling for you out of arut.

the old and familiar. Try

new options. AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)

It would be an

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) understatement to
The point to grasp is suggest that current
that contrasts and stars are confused.
contradictions But, then, sometimes it’s good
between your to have your options all mixed

up. And even if you score

the slightest success against
overwhelming odds, you
will deserve sincere
congratulations. If you relish
change, so much the better.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) This is a fine time to
You are well-known hold important
for your sympathetic discussions, not
and compassionate least because

partners may at last be ready to
see your point of view. The
trouble is that family members
tend to regard anything you
say as a personal challenge.
Help yourself by being polite,
diplomatic and considerate.

REGIONAL OFFICE-GAYA
POSSESSION NOTICE ‘FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY!
Whereas, The indersigned being the Authorized Ofcer of the Dakshin Bikar Gramin Bank under the Securitisation ard Reconstruction of Financial Assets & Enforcement of Sacunty Inferest Act, 2002 I
and I aoercese of power's conferred under Saction 13 read with the Security Intarest (Enforcamant) Rules 2002, issuad demand noticals on the dates mentianed agains! sach accounl caling upon the |
respective bormowen's repay the amount &5 mentiored against 2ach account within 60 days from the date of notice’s date of receipt of the said nofica(s), The bomowen's having failed to repay the amourd, |
notice is hereby given fothe bormowers and the public in genesal that the undessigned has taken possession of the propery fes describad herein below in exercise of powers conferred on himher under i
gachon 13[4) of the sed Act read with Hule 8 of tha said Rulez an the dalas mentionad againsl each acooun. Tha borrowearls in parficular and the public peneral is heraby caulicmed nod 1o deal with ha i
properyies and any desfing with the properyies will be subject b the change of Diakshin Bihar Gramin Bank for the amounts and interest therzon
S. NAME OFf NAME OF DESCRIPTION OF THE DATE OF DATE OF AMOUNT OUTSTANDING AS ON E
N.| THE THE PROPERTY MORTGAGED DEMAND | POSSESSION THE DATE OF DEMAND NOTICE |
| BRANCH| ACCOUNT NOTICE | NOTICE AFFIXED |
1, AP | T231CNODDOO | Al that part and parcel of the property of Land and Building in Rs.8,67,153.24 /{Rupees Eight Lakh |
COLONY 866 the name of Mr/Mrs. Sarswati Devi Dio Late Vanshi Sixty Seven Thousand One Hundred |
omt. Saraswatl| Chaudhary having Deed MNo.10642 Dt 20.08.2005 Fifty Three & Twenty Four Paisa Only ) |
Devi W/0 Late | maasuring an area of 680 sqf of Village Kujapi, Thana No as on 30.06.2022, Plus Unapplied |
Laat 186, Khata No 817, Plot No 2179, PS-Chandauti | Sub-| 02.49.2022| 132.03.2024 |Interest from the date of NPA, al 'hel
Chaudhary, | Regisiry Districi-Gaya District- Gaya. contractual rate on the aforesaid amount |
&30 Wi Boundry as per Deed : North : & Feet Rasta Badahu together with Future incidental|
Kumar 50 Late) o arvesh KumarSouth ¢ 6 Feet Rasta Badshu expenses, costs, charges, elc.
Laat Chaudnat, sy leshwar Prasad, East: Sumilra Devi, West : Nij Bikreta
2 | AP T2IINCO0000 | Al that part and p.EI'I:,E.'|’.:|H|"|E FF-EIpEl'l}' of Land and Bl.lslljl!'lg In Rs. 8,30,124 |- 1HI.IFIHES Elght Lakh I
|COLONY 309 the name of MriMrs. Kameshwar Yadav & Arjun Yadav Sio Thirty Thousand One Hundred |
Sri ArjunYadav| Late Raghuvir¥adav having Deed No. 683 Dt, 16/01/2007 Twenty Four Only ) as on 30.06.2022, |
/0 Late [measuring an area of 680 sqf (1.56 dicimal) of Vill- Plus Unapplied Interest from the date of |
Raghuvir Yadav | Chandauti , Thana No 180, Khata No 51{0],145(N), Plot Mo NPA. at the contraciual rale on the |
& S 399(0),611(N), PS- Magadh Medical College, Sub-|02.11.2022| 15.03.2024 | oo ooy 2 ount together with Future
Kameshwar | Regesiry Disinicl-Gaya Disinct- Gaya. incidental expensas, cosls, charges, ele.
Yadav @  |Bou ndry as per Deed : North : Yadav | Paras Yadav | Hal '
Doman Yadav | Dhramendra Yadav , South : Rasta, East : Paras Yadav
S/OLate | West: Dhramendra Yadav Hal Paras yadav
Raghuvir Yadav
3. BHORI 722187000014 Allthat part and pamelﬂ[m property of Land and Building in Rs.5,16,324.18/-{Rupees Five Lakh|
28 the name of MriMrs. Bibi Nazma Bano W/O Md Hasan Thirty Six Thousand Three Hundred;
Eﬂmhﬁ"' watch having Deed Mo — Heba Deed No 4641, DLO8.10.1987 Twenty Four and Eighteen Paisa l:lnl:.rl
(Prop — Fircz | measunng an area of 2,73 Decimal) of Mouja Deodharpur ) as on 27.102021, Plus Unapphedl
Khaan , 8o Hl'_'llljll'lg Mo 54, Plot No 3547 , PS- TEkEI'i, SUDHREQiEtF}' 07.09.2022 13.03.2024 Interest from tha date af NP&, at [hEI
Hasan Khan | District- Tekari District- Gaya contractual rate on the aforezaid amount |
Boundry as per Deed: North : Sarkari Sadak . South together with Future incidental|
Ibrahim Khan, East: Babulal Tali , West : Bibi Asma Khatoon expenses, costs, charges, efc. |
|RAJAMARI | T25BNCO0000 | All that part and parcel of the property of Land and Building in Rs.3,92,487.56/- (Rupees Thrae Lakh
4, 027 the name of MriMrs. Kumari Priyanka Singh W/O Vikas Ninty Two thousand four hundred|
Kumari Kumar having Deed No. 3057 dt. 22.02.2012 measuring an eighty seven and fifty six paise nﬂhl']i
Priyanka Singhl area of 1020 sq.ft of Mauza Kaler, P.S. Magadh Medical as on 21122023, Plus Unapplied
wio Vikash | college, Thana no- 334, Khata No T1{N), Plot No- Naya 510 | 22.12.2023 | 15.03.2024 |Interest from the date of NPA, at the
Kumar & V/ K85 | ka Ansh. Anchal- Chandauti, District- Gaya. contraciual rate on the aforesaid amount|
Kumar Sfo — Sri i . : together with Future incidental expenses, |
Ravindra Singh Bou m_:lr].r as per Deed : North : Naresh Kumar singh, Enutlh costs, charges, elc
: 10 Fit chauwdi prastavit rasta East : Smi Archna karan Wio
si Dhramendra Kumar karan, West : Nij Lekhyakari Plot
kaansh
Place : Gaya Authorised Officer
Date : 16.03.2024 Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank|
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HEE Yo WAH®, i, 9T aftEd Yo, SigY g ANG & Wi )
fore v 9% &t & 3T & weaw | vafera Foa & sl F#lﬂ'iﬁf?ri
ot ¥ fafagr P sl & fay asam amiEa @0 o - §-Ffae gamn|
H. 2024—25 : 19 HH FT M T TI0F : Zone-I- Residential Buildings from |
REE {EX) ta PLC {including ) in the section of SSEAW/EKEB under ADEM { JSM. fl}'l'i':
the year 2024-25 to 2025-26  S=jwf-ra &g . -

1,78,19,112.28 94T+ B |
wf¥ wud ;23910000 & FfaET Yo W, 202425 : 20 & F1 A A
TRIT @ Zone-2:- Residential Buildings from PLC (EX) to JSM (including ) in the:-
section of SSEMWRKE under ADEM ! JSM for the year 2024-25 to 2025-26]
sgma @ w0 2207372704 AEI @Y Wi W9 : 2.60.400.00]
2-figer W 4. 202425 : 21 & &1 A9 9 T4 - Zone-3:- Service|
Buildings from EKE {ex) to JSM {including) in the section of SSEMWRKB le:ier|
ADEN [JSM for the year 2024-25 to 2025-26 S[ATTA SI1Td ®. 1,52 42,682 56
Aar Y Wi wud - 226 200.00 §—FfaET WaaT W, 202425 ¢ 22 FT @)
T 9 74 | Provision of Limited Height Subways at Km 118-119 near ﬂhillﬁi_
Village In REB-JSM Section & Km 31/5-6 near Bhavi Village on PPR-BARA
Saection in Jurisdiction of Den/Central of Jodhpur Division. HE[IIT'II":'!T'[ [ ) B T
4649562210 A4 @ uwin wwd - 3szso000 3-FfEm gEe WL
202425 : 23 B8 &1 9 9 T : Provision of Cross drains, Water Drain &
ather Dralnage Impravement works In vanous Yards RKBE-JSM Section Inj
Connection with THM-5anu New Line of JSM Subdivision. -«'HTj_'HTﬁFr[ T 9. -
2,50,00,054 50 A==t @ W w9d - z7soo000 —FfEr weem oW
202425 : 24 H1H 1 ATH F RO Supplying of 65 mm gauge manhlne;
crushed rallway track ballast in stacks & Loading In same in 1o Rallway ballast|
hoppers &t Pokran Mega ballast depol of JODHPUR Division ur'-u:lerr
ADEN/Jaisalmer S{HTTTE ST ®. © 5,40,40,000.00 F4714 &1 i3 wud |

42480000 §—Ff=n ya=n 9. 2024—25 : 25 w1 A 9 A - Eu:-ne!'

3:- Sarvice buildings from JU (ex) to SWF, PPR lo BARA, JU (ex) to MJ(ex)and LHc
o SUT in the seclion of SSEMYLINE/JU under ADEM/LINELJU for the year 2024- i

25 to 2025-26 ILAI-TG AT W, : 1,17.66.702.86 q91- @1 2l w9y |
2,08,800.00 §—FIFAST FATT §. 202425 : 26 BT T ATH T I : Zone-5:- |
For year 2024-25 & 2025-26 for Supply of potable sweet drinking water to P.Way |
Gangs stalf quarters siations and L-xings in the section of SSEFPYWMMY, PLCJ &|

JSM under ADEN ( JSM/Jodhpur 3 AIT oiTa &, © 1,41,97 222 83 a1+ 1)
i wud : 221 00000 E-FATaET YEaw W, 202425 ¢ 27 &1 & AW 9|
TRTA - Lona-5:- For yaar 2024-25 & 2025-24 for Supply of polable sweel d-rinhing'f
water o PWay Gangs staff quarters stations and L-Xing's in the saction of]
SSEPWIPPR, JU & LN under ADEN [ Line [ Jodhpur, GT-LITFF’WE o | S t
3432232 46 AT BT Tl WA : s8 70000 E—-Tafae Yoo 9. 202425 ;|
28 HTH H1 AP T T - Zone 1:- Residential buildings from JU {&x) to MJ {ex] |
and LM to SUT in the section of SSEMTLIMNEJU undar ADEM ! LINESJU far the|
Year 2024-25 to 2025-26 AP AT w0 1,54 7471512 49U ) iy
wud ;22740000 #-Tafasy gan €. zo24—25 : 20 & & A9 T A |
Zone 2:- Residential buildings from SWF to JU{ex) and PPR to BARAIN the section |
af SSE/W I LINE / JU under ADEM { LIMNE [ JU fior the year 2024- 2510 2025-26}
ST AT . 0 98,16,135 66 AT ) 1T w9 ;- 1,96,300.00 3—FridE)|
a1 . 2024-25 : 40 &1 HT A T WA : Development of E-taﬂ’f
ameninities such as quarler construction, Recreational facilities such as park at)
lanela and Sanu stations, Extension cum Improvement of Waiting Halls and other |
Passenger amenities Including for Divyangjans al various slations such as|
Marwar Lohawat, Osiyan, Marwar Mathaniya, Pokran etc in Connection with |

THM-Sanu New Lina of JSM Subdivision. EIT{IIHTFTE! ATd . @ 3,74,33,208.65|
FAT W W W 2 3,37.200,00 FREET AT FEAT 19 to 29 & 40 of 2024-25
Fyfaren wea avest of) Y 26.04 2024 &1 15.00 &9 a9 2 dawrde #) !'_é‘c-'{“'i
wE o 2—frfaeT 2=t 3 i 9 9 & — wwwiireps.govin

371-DG/24
W E.‘H'n‘i'ﬁaihw.aﬁ NWRallways_
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E-Tender Notice

Far and an behall of President of Republic
aof India, Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer/
Construction-1) Morth Western Railway,
Jaipur invites E-Tender for the Tollowing
waorks upto 1500 Hrs. an the mentionad
date. 1. Mame of work : Tender Mo.
EL/CAIP/DMRP-RTM/MNLIT!12/23-24
Maodification of LT/HT Electrical overhead
Poeer line Track crossangs by under
ground cable inconnection with new BG
Lime work between Dungarpur-Ratlam
seclion. 2, Approximate cost of the
Woark @ Fs. 3143786700 3. Earnest
Money to be deposited :Rs. 30720000
4. Date of Completion of work:.- 24
Montha 5. Date & Time of closing E-
Tender Date - 23.04. 2024 Upto 15.00 Hre.,
Date & Time of opening E-Tender -
#3.04 20024 at 15,530 Hrs, 6. The details of
above E-Tender are available on
Waebsite: www.ireps.govin

368-DGI24

Piaesa join us on [ ) ) mwRaiweys [Z) wwRaieeys

WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION

VARIOUS ELECTRICAL WORKS
Motice Inviting Tender
EL/S0M1/35 (23-24) Dt 13.03.2024
Divisional Railway Manager (Elect)
Westlern Railway, Vadodar Division Tor
and an baball of the president of India,
imvites E-Tender on |Indian Raiways
websile www ireps.gov.in from
expargnced and refiable contraclors for
the following works (- S No,1: Tender
No. BRC-EL-P-2202-03-2324-R3. Name
of work: Pratapnagar (Workshop):-
Elactrical work in connection with
Precast'AICC cabls french. improvemsnt
of ebectrical infrastructure and electrical
wiorks in connecton with augmentation of
workshop infrestructure in PRTH
wiorkshop at PRTH workshop. Estimated
Cost (Rs.): T1,43,43,215.00, EMD (Rs.):
2,21, 700,00 Tender fees (Rs.): MIL, E-
Tender closing Date: 09-04-2024
Website particulars: wwaa.ireps. gov.in,
Office Addresas: Sr. Divisional Electrical
Engineer (Power), Western Railway
Pratapnagar, Vadodara-390004.  ageogs:

Follow us on: B8 twitter.com/WesternRly

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY EEESEIECIEEIEELEICE]

IGE R

H. 202425

W,

2025-26 AT AT .

i

26 I AT ATId .
g—fafaer |a=n 4, 202425 :

ESGUECECINCER

Bungalows af JU under ADEN/HGMIU
IE'I'I'*'ITTF 2T
(H. 202425 :

-TTH d 2171

a4+ @ i wad

oret e g Fafer St g od on e

HEH ¥ TE-Ed, 5u""‘1'1‘r-alﬂfll T giFEs YEd, AT B ARG ¥ Il &
Td A MR § e # oarenw | waiEg Baer & aegeig Feifa
woET | Fifaen Frer sl & g s amfEag & o) 8- 8 - fafagr gan
c 08 & T ATH G R
Raitways Colony, officers Bungalows and out house al Jodhpur in the section of
SSEMYB/IU under ADENMHOQIJU for year 2024-25 & 2025-26 d-l-tﬂlﬁrl Al “l.1
. 3381272810 94T & Ai¥ w9y
2024—25 : 09 F T 9 9 1A - Zone 2:- Service Buildings |nThE.-EE~|:t||;:unnf
SSEMIBAIU e, RKB Station, Parcel aff,, HRD Training Gentre, Riy. Institute,

PRSI, ORH, 5RH, 5r. 5EH, M35, PWI, Loce, ADTA, BRI & DEM Office. waler supply
complex and other service building at JU under ADEM/HQIIU for year 2024-25 &

1,96,31,
|§—Fafer gamm . 2024—25 © 10 B B AN T AT : Zone 3:- Service
{Building in tha Saction of SSEW/D, BGKT i.e. Rly, Hospital, Subordinates Cffices,
RPF Barracks, Rly. Club, Rly, Stadium,
building etc. under ADEMMHOY JU for year 2024-25 & 2025-26 Hi‘l’l‘ﬁﬁ R G
© 2,14,16,580.58 FAT B T w0 25710000 §-Fifaey a4,
2023—24 : 11 B FT ATH T 49 - Zone 4: Residential Building im the Saction
of SSEMDAUL ie. BGET Colony, Medical Colony, RPF Colony, Mew hMedical
Calany, Officers Bungakows at JU under ADENHCY JU for vear 2024-25 & 2025-
. 2.79.08.72044 U @ iy wwd
12 &1 ®1 AT 9 T : Zone 5 Service

Bullding in the section of SSEMPIIU Le. Loco Shed, Washing Line area, alJu &
olher sarvice Building al JU under ADEMHQIU for year 2024-25 & 2025-26

. 1,67.25688.80 #urd @ i wud
4 —Fafagy - W, 202425 : 13 S1d &1 4 9 09 - Zone 6: Residential
II3ui|u:.|in5| irn the section of SSEMTPIIU e, Old & Neaw Loco Colony, Waler supply
zonal waork for residential staff Quarters & Bungalows at JU under ADEMNHOJU

for Year 2024-25 & 2025-26 S[ATHTd AN %. :
®WUH © 2.47.400.00 ¥ —FAFaET WEAT W, 202425 : 14 B H A0 T 479
Zone 7= Water supply zonal work for residential staff Quarters, Service building &

Zang 1;- Residential buildings in

3,10, 100.00 & -Fafagr ga ¥

BG5S 12 FAT- BT i WA : 2.48,200.00

Diezsel shad, Mal Godown, BGKT station

2. BB R00.00

2,33, 600 .00

1,94,80,710.44 FAT BT AT

for Year 2024-25 & 2025-26 aH1fTd

1.91,05.260.14 TAT @1 7T WA 245 500.00 3l aen
15 T &1 ATH 9 T © Zone 8- Repair 1o Road sworks in all
colonies and service buildings at JU in the section of ADEM/HCK I for Year 2024-
25 & 202526  #HIfAd @I W :

222 400,00 §—FifrET = 9. 2024—25 : 16 B W AT T WOA © Zone-
1-Maintenance and supply of consumables for effective operation of chiorinator
and water purification eguipment & water softening/filter plants, Thermastat lining
{under ADENMHQYJIU. for Year 2024-25 & EDEE-EE;&F‘LH’IT':IH eI 3w, 020,87 760
a4 @41 B W WA ;44 80000 TS WA 6, 202425 ¢ 17 &Td
&l +ITH F ¥ : Zone Xl:- All Service Building, Hostel Building, Training Building
& other buildings with In the Premises of Disel shed /BGKT In the Section of
ADEMMHQ JU for Year 2024-25 & 2025-26 iﬂ-f'_j:""flr:EfI dld %, .
qart &1 wiy wod ;26810000 §-FfaET a1 6. 202425 : 18 ST F
: Zame Xl:-Lone work for Horficulture, Watsr tank Cleaning & Sewer
chamber Cleaning of Service buildings & Residential Buildings in the section of
ADEN/HQ/JU for Year 2024-25 & 2025-26 -[A1f1d @00 .
22480000 Ff"T Y@ W 08 to 18 of 2024-25
forfaer wega w1 #1 fai® 25.04.2024 371 15.00 990 0% 2 | d9HEE & (o
& www.Ireps.gov.in

1.44.72 636 44 0T B iy wa#

£.3208,787 13

1,459,575 637 .96

365-DGr24
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We have been through ups and downs but they have stuck atit... For RCB as a franchise to win, it is really, really special

Iyer declared fit
to play for KKR,

SMRITIMANDHANA, RCB CAPTAIN

DEEPIKA TOPS TRIALS

Former world number one Deepika Kumari, who
missed the entire season last year after becoming
mother in December 2022, topped the selection trials
for the upcoming World Cups and Paris Olympics. PTI

but with a rider RCB’S WOmen trailblazers

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MARCH 17

SHREYAS lyer, who had missed out the last
two days of Mumbai's Ranji Trophy finals cit-
ing back issues, has been declared fit to play
the IPL but with a rider. The Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) captain, who joined the IPL
franchise, has been advised that he can’t
lunge too much while playing the forward
defense as this could aggravate his injury.

The Indian Express understands that lyer
visited a spine specialist in Mumbai after
consultation with the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) Bangalore and the doctor
has declared him fit to play with the precau-
tion that he needs to be cautious while
stretching his leg.

“He is fit to play, a specialist spine doctor
was consulted in Mumbai who has advised
him not to stretch his leg too forward while
defending the ball. He has joined IPL fran-
chise KKR and he can play,” a source in the
Indian board informed.

Iyer has been in the news for his fitness
issues in the last few weeks. Despite him stat-
ing that he is facing back pain after playing a
certain number of balls, the BCCI medical
team wasn’t convinced with his claims.

He was snubbed and scrubbed from
BCCI's annual retainer contract too after he
bypassed selectors’ diktat of playing Ranji
Trophy.

Iyer had missed Ranji Trophy quarter-fi-
nals but he played semis and final for
Mumbai recently. He slammed 95 in the sec-
ond innings in the final but didn’t turn up for
fielding after he experienced back pain again.
The MCA medical team decided to get an IMIRI
done and his report was sent to NCA for fur-
ther updates.

Iyer had complained of back pain after
the second Test match between India vs
England. However, NCA had declared him fit,
even after his stating he was undergoing
pain. Iyer was dropped from Test games
thereafter and was asked to play Ranji
Trophy. He missed Mumbai's quarter-finals
and it was then that BCCl secretary Jay Shah
issued a letter to all contracted players stat-
ing domestic cricket remains a “critical yard-
stick for selection” to the national team.

The reason for the communication, ac-
cording to the letter, was “the concerning
trend of players prioritising the IPL over do-
mestic red-ball cricket”. “There is a recent
trend that has started to emerge and is a
cause for concern. Some players have begun
prioritising the IPL over domestic cricket, a
shift that was not anticipated. Domestic
cricket has always been the foundation upon
which Indian cricket stands, and it has never
been undervalued in our vision for the sport,”
Shah said in the letter.

Shreyas Iyer with KKR coach
Chandrakant Pandit at the Eden
Gardens on Sunday. PTI

BEYOND THE NUMBERS

Smriti Mandhana’s team beat DC to win WPL title and end Bangalore fans’ 16-year wait for a trophy

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 23

WHEN THE powerplay of Delhi Capitals in-
nings was done, the scoreboard read 61/0. It
was a whirlwind. The competition's best
partnership - Meg Lanning and Shafali
Verma - were off to a flier. Especially the
Indian youngster, who was once again show-
ing off her ball-striking ability, stable base
with all the focus down the ground. The ball
was flying off her bat. She had reached 42 off
21 balls, Lanning was doing her part, playing
the second fiddle as she tends to.

Then came Sophie Molineux's 8th over
at the end of which 64/0 became 65/3.In the
space of four balls - that aptly read out W-0-
W-W - the Aussie left-arm spinner dis-
missed Shafali Verma, Jemimah Rodrigues
and Alice Capsey. Three of DC's most de-
structive batters, all gone in a hurry. It was
the over that changed the direction of the
match decisively.

Royal Challengers Bangalore spun their
way to a win, ending a long wait for a fanbase
that has made their voice heard loud and clear
from south to north. DC could just manage 113
batting first, RCB took their time but eventu-
ally got there with three balls to spare, with
Richa Ghosh hitting the winning runs, and fit-
tingly, Ellyse Perry remaining unbeaten on 35.

With Lanning and Marizanne Kapp still
around, DC hoped for a fighting total. Given
that 130-odd was defended a couple of
nights ago at the venue, DC could hope.
Shreyanka Patil, then, stepped up to the plate.
In her second over, for the second consecu-
tive match against Delhi, the RCB spinner got
rid of Lanning. It was a blow from which DC
never recovered.

Easy chase

The chase of 114 always felt like a matter
of when and not if, and that was because
RCB's spinners brought their A-Game once
again. When RCB pulled off a heist against
Mumbai Indians in the semifinal, it was
Shreyanka Patil, Sophie Molineux and Asha
Sobhana who bowled the three crunch overs
in the end. Those three would go on to share
9 wickets between them in a match-winning
display of slow bowling.

Molineux, player of the final, felt like a
shrewd addition to the franchise during the
auction as she plugged a problem area for the
team from last year: a wicket-taking spin
bowler. This was despite Molineux not hav-
ing been in action for Australia in interna-
tional white-ball cricket since 2021.

But Shreyanka recalled a chat with Ellyse
Perry during India's home season against
Australia. "When I played against Australia,
Pez came up and told me that 'Soph is going
to be amazing. You're going to learn a lot of
stuff from her'. When I saw her, it was just
amazing to watch her bowl in the nets. And
then when she turned out, big match player,
amazing to watch her,” Shreyanka said on
Sunday.

The left-arm spinner's first break-
through was to have Shafali caught out at
deep midwicket. Then Rodrigues and
Capsey were bowled playing variants of the
sweep shot. Molineux wouldn't stop there,
as she came up with a direct hit later torun
Radha Yadav out.

Shreyanka's four-wicket haul started off
with Lanning's LBW, this time with a classi-
cal offspinner's dismissal, and ended with
cleaning up the tail. Asha too chipped in with
two big wickets in the middle overs as DC
tried in vain to break the shackles. The job
was nearly done.

RCB's season turned out to be a roller-
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RCB players celebrate their eight-wicket win over Delhi Capitals in the final of the WPL in New Delhi on Sunday. P11

— SCORECARD ——

DELHI CAPITALS vs RCB
“ARUNJAITLEY STADITUM, NEW DELHI
0SS: i ialswon, chose
Result: RCB won by 8 wickets

DELHI CAPITALS

M Lanning lbw b Patil

S Vermac Wareham b Molineux
44 (27b, 2x4, 3x6)

23 (23b, 3x4)

J Rodrigues b Molineux 0(2b)
ACapsey b Molineux 0(1b)
M Kapp c Devine b Sobhana 8(16b)
JJonassen c Mandhana b Sobhana 3(11b)
RYadav runout (Molineux) 12 (9b, 2x4)
M Mani lbw b Patil 5(3b,1x4)
AReddy b Patil 10 (13b)
SPandey notout 5(5b)
T Bhatia c Ghosh b Patil O(1b
Extras (w 3) 3
M Total (all out; 18.3 overs) 13

B FoW: 1-64 (Shafali Verma, 7.10v), 2-64
(Jemimah Rodrigues, 7.3 ov), 3-64 (Alice Capsey,
7.4 0v),4-74 (Meg Lanning, 10.4 ov), 5-80
(Marizanne Kapp, 13.10v), 6-81 (Jess Jonassen,
13.3 ov), 7-87 (Minnu Mani, 14.1ov), 8-101
(Radha Yadav, 16.2 ov), 9-113 (Arundhati Reddy,
18.20v), 10-113 (Taniya Bhatia, 18.3 ov)

B Bowling: R Singh 2-0-28-0, S Molineux 4-0-
20-3, E Perry 2-0-14-0, S Devine 1-0-9-0,G
Wareham 3-0-16-0, S Patil 3.3-0-12-4, A
Sobhana 3-0-14-2

ROYAL CHALLENGERS BANGALORE
(TARGET: 114 RUNS)

S Mandhana c Reddy b Mani 31(39b, 3x4)
S Devine lbw b Pandey 32 (27b, 5x4,1x6)
E Perry notout 35(37b,4x4)
RGhosh notout 17 (14b, 2x4)
M Extras o
M Total (2 wickets; 19.3 overs) 115

B FoW: 1-49 (Sophie Devine, 8.10v), 2-82
(SmritiMandhana, 14.6 ov)

H Bowling:M Kapp 4-0-20-0, A Capsey 3-0-
13-0, SPandey 4-0-11-1, R Yadav 1-0-18-0, A
Reddy 3.3-0-26-0, J Jonassen 2-0-15-0, M
Mani 2-0-12-1

Then came Sophie Molineux's
8th over at the end of which 64/0
became 65/3. In the space of four
balls - that aptly read out W-0-
W-W - the Aussie left-arm
spinner dismissed Shafali,
Jemimah and Alice.

coaster, with an impressive start and then a
blip in Delhi that included a last-over heart-
break against DC. After that match, head
coach Luke Williams would say in the dress-
ing room that he was confident the team'’s
best match was still in front of them.

Mandhana, RCB's first-title winning cap-
tain echoed that. "Our Bangalore leg was re-
ally good. We had two tough losses here. And
then that is what we talked about. The last
league match was like a quarterfinal for us,
then a semifinal and now the final. In such
tournaments, you have to peak at the right
time, so we saved our best for the last.”

Through the matches in Bengaluru and
Delhi, RCB's matches witnessed near full-
houses. Mandhana was obviously aware of
the expectations but tried to play it down
every chance she got. "The only goal was to
not talk about the goal,” she'd say after the
Eliminator. "Focus on what was happening
now and not on the 15 years gone by with
the men'’s side, we’re not really correlating
anything that’s happened with the men,"”
she'd say before the Final.

But before going on to collect the trophy,
she'd sign off in style. "I have a message for all
the RCB fans, the most loyal fanbase. Nothing
would have been possible without their sup-
port. Ee Sala Cup Namde ('this year the cup will
be ours' in Kannada) always comes up when
speaking about RCB. Now I just want to say Ee
Sala Cup Namdu (this year the cup is ours)."

Poor start, hairline fracture but
Shreyanka shines like a diamond

VINAYAKK MOHANARANGAN
NEW DELHI,MARCH 17

THE FIRST thing that strikes you about
Shreyanka Patil, beyond her excellent skills as
a bowler, is the confidence with which she
carries herself. It made Ellyse Perry, the
greatest allrounder the game has seen, gush
about her during the first season of Women's
Premier League.

“To see her come out and bat the way that
she does, but then obviously her bowling tal-
ent...,” Perry gushed. “She’s a real special
star for the future. I haven’t seen someone
like that of her age around the world for a
long time, with that kind of skill and just at-
titude. So, that's really cool.”

Fast forward a year, and Shreyanka has
finished the second season with the Purple
Cap as Royal Challengers Bangalore were
crowned champions of WPL 2024 on Sunday
at the Arun Jaitley Stadium. With figures of
4/12 in the final against Delhi Capitals,
Shreyanka shot to the top of the leaderboard
of the wicket-takers' list.The journey there,
though, wasn't straightforward.

It seemed she was coming down with the
case of a Second-Season Syndrome at the
start of the tournament last month. 2023 was
a whirlwind year for her — going from a
breakthrough WPL to impressing in the
Caribbean Premier League, then earning her
India debut during the season. But, starting
off WPL 2024 at her home stadium in
Bengaluru, Shreyanka seemed to be off the

RCB’s Shreyanka Patil took four
wickets in the final and was also the
Purple Cap winner. P11

pace. Four matches, just two wickets — and
in the match against Mumbai Indians, a hair-
line fracture on her non-bowling hand.

“She herself would admit that she didn’t
start the tournament as well as she would
have liked,” RCB assistant coach Malolan
Rangarajan said in a press conference.

“But she was the first one to come up and
say, ‘I am not bowling well. What can 1 do?’
She came up with the solutions too. Yes, we
chipped in here and there, but that’s her
character. When you see people like that, you
know that when there are crunch moments,
these characters will stand up and deliver.”

Shreyanka missed two matches due to
the injury, which apparently she didn't want
to, but put the work in during the enforced

Al-Hilal’s record-breaking streak does not make them hall

SANDIPG
MARCH 18

Whatever the future of the Saudi Pro League
be, Al-Hilal has achieved a slice of history.
When they beat Al-Ittihad last week, they
grabbed the record for the longest winning
streak in the game’s record books.

The record would be widely contested
and criticized, but it was just the sort of pos-
itive publicity the league needed at a time
when it was slipping out of football con-
sciousness after the million-dollar storm it
had whipped up since the acquisition of
Cristiano Ronaldo last year and the subse-
quent exodus of Europe’s elite players.

Winning 28 games (29 wins by Saturday
night) on the spin to break a record is a mon-
umental feat anywhere in the world. But it
comes with caveats, as records often tend to.
Broadly speaking, there are two factors to
weighin. A)Is it truly the record?

There of course would be claimants. For
instance, FK Akradag, a club founded by for-
mer president of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly
Berdymukhamedov, who himself designed
the logo, last year went on a 33-game win-
ning streak. In fact, they have won every
game they have played. But the obscurity of
the league, the uncertainty of its quality and
the doubts over its integrity, as the ruler of

the country is Berdymukhamedov’s son
Serdar, were enough for the Guinness Book
of Records (it’s not FIFA that approves the
records)to cast aspersions on the nature and
level of competitions.

In the post World War Two Era,
Hungarian club Ujpest reportedly won 30
games in a row, but information of games in
that era is sketchy. Diligent recording of data
in football began late, a reason several
records are subject to debates.

For instance, Pele’s goal tally of 1,279
strikes in 1,363 games, was fervently dis-
puted, as many of the goals had arrived in
celebratory games after retirement. He
played 550 unofficial games, some of them
against U-23 national teams (among them
Saudi’s too), combined squads, regional
teams and even in some military events
while he served in the Brazilian army. In to-
tal, it’s believed that more than 500 of Pelé’s
goals came in unofficial matches. “Who did
you score them against?” Maradona once
asked in an interview with Pele in a televi-
sion program years ago. “Your nephews in
the backyard?”

The second caveat dribbles in. Is the num-
ber really glittering, given the standard of the
league?

No comparison with Ajax
The previous record, after all, was held by
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Al-Hilal extented their winning streak to 29 after they beat Damac 2-1. Reuters

a little-known club on the Wales-England
border The New Saints of Oswestry Town &
Llansantffraid Football Club. They had beaten
the record of surpassing Ajax’s 26 consecu-
tive wins in the early 1970s when Johan

Cruyff was their figurehead.

In terms of quality and competitiveness
of the league, Ajax’s achievement is consid-
ered the benchmark. And for the number to
add glitter, the feat has to be achieved in the

top five leagues of Europe. It would be an in-
human feat considering the ultra- cut-
throatiness of the leagues.

The closest any team has come to match-
ing Ajax is Ajax itself, in 1994-95, the
sparkling batch of Clarence Seedorf, Edgar
Davids, Edwin van der Sar and Marc
Overmars, animperious batch won both the
league and Champions League, dethroning
AC Milan. Bayern Munich, Real Madrid and
Manchester City all came close in recent
years, but fell short, demonstrating the dif-
ficulty of sustaining a winning streak in
Europe.

Not that what Al Hilal achieved is trivial
but it lacks the grandeur of the Ajax sides. It
becomes a mere statistical embellishment,
and not a sign of greatness. There are simi-
lar numbers and accomplishments that re-
main as mere figures.

The name Erwin Helmchen might not
ring a bell. But the German, who played in
the 1930s, is the highest goal-scorer ever in
league football. According to RSSSF statistics,
the most authoritative stats engine for foot-
ball records, he has scored 947 goals. But he
is not talked about as one of the greatest-ever
strikers, because the era he lived and played
the game was different.

Between Peter Shilton and Cristiano
Ronaldo in the list of most appearances for
clubs are Brazil’s Fabio (1311) and England’s

break. Malolan said they rented out a couple
of grounds, made her practice on centre
wickets working on different releases.

She wasn'table to release the ball the way
she wanted, so Shreyanka putinalot of prac-
tice with her coaches, simulating match sit-
uations.Lanning scalpAnd as RCB moved to
Delhi, Shreyanka's fortunes changed. She
picked up 11 wickets in four matches in the
capital city. There were two four-wicket hauls
inthere, both against DC. And in both matches
she picked up the big wicket of Meg Lanning,
the Aussie superstar falling Leg Before Wicket.

In the Eliminator, she swung the match
decisively against MI, dismissing
Harmanpreet Kaur in the 18th over, effectively
the wicket that brought RCB to the final.In the
title clash, after the game-changing wicket of
Lanning in her second over, Shreyanka came
back to clean up the lower order. "There was
somethingin the wicket and if there is some
little turn, I would love to take it to my ad-
vantage because I'm a different beast when
I see some turn on the wicket,” Shreyanka
beamed during the mid-innings chat.”

Assistant coach Malolan praised
Shreyanka for playing with the injury. “She
was always in for the fight. That's the spark
you're looking for. Everyone has the skill but
it’s a dogfight which happens inside and
you're up for it, Shreyanka always had it. She
is just a warrior, especially to play with the
injury,” Malolan had said.

The warrior came to the fore when the
franchise needed it.Indiaindeed have a gem
on their hands.

of famers

Paul Bastock (1286), both goalkeepers aged
43 and 53 still plying in the lower leagues of
their country. Neither strike a chord.

Every record and number thus needs
contextualising. What can be gathered from
Al-Hilal’s streak is that they enjoy a disturb-
ing monopoly.

Sinceitsinceptionin 1974, they have been
crowned champions 18 times, a 19thison the
way, as the sit 12 points adrift of Al Nassr, the
club of Cristiano Ronaldo fame, have been
Asian champions four times, a record. They
have won five of the past seven titles, and
seem destined to bag their sixth in eight sea-
sons. They are Saudi’s best ever. No doubt. But
the record doesn’t make them hall of famers.

Teamsaround them canlearn. This season,
they were the merriest spenders—shelling out
376.10 million pounds, 90 million spent on
Neymar alone — but they were also the
sharpest ones because they invested on play-
ers who have notyet slipped into their autumn.

Neymar (who missed most of the season)
is just 32, Milinkovic-Savic 29, Neves and
Malcolm 27. All of them were aggressively
chased by the giants of Europe, but could not
match the Saudi giants in spending powers.
They have played with clarity and intensity.
They have set the standards, but unless the
clubs around lift themselves, the impressive
numbers they have been racking would re-
main of mere academic use. A trivia at best.
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Becoming fighting fit

Sen has a better yo-yo score than Virat Kohli; that is just half his comeback story

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, MARCH 17

LAKSHYA SEN was returning from the USOpen
last April, but was so beat up and knackered
from two weeks of tournament play, that he
struggled to lug his own kitbag through the air-
port on his slouching, hurting shoulders. His
close team of coaches, trainers and family
knew he was a terribly broken piece.

Almostayear on, Sen has made semifinals
in back-to-back weeks at Paris and the All
England and almost secured the Olympics
quota. He hardly had any taping around his
knee or shoulders, just some protective tape
on the back. He's flying like before in defense,
but more importantly landing stablyand hasa
jump and hit that's fairly effective late in the
third set.

InMay of 2023,a month after the slumping
trudge from the airport, he started on 'shock
training,'

The 'shock'is just 6 jumps, twice a week —
only what's needed for his sport, and he was
initiated into them after he was atan advanced
stage of strength conditioning. Firstemployed
by the legendary biomechanist trainer Dr
Michael Yessis, who passed away at 90 last
year, these were made famous by American
world champ shot putters who weighed 130
kg, preferring 'shock’ to squats in their plyo-
metric training. They are intense on the knees,
in that the impact is more neural than muscu-
lar. Suchis the impact on the brain (head), that
in 10days of training on shock jumps, Sen's jaw
tightened. Butit's how he could counter Lee Zii
Jiainthe quartersin the third set smash-brawl.
Zii Jia smashes at 390 kph with barely any re-
coil, Sen staggered him with a bunch of jump-
ing 320 kphs, but timed for the clutch.

There are other impressive numbers — Sen
clocks 22.4 on the yo-yo test; Virat Kohli, with
lesserdemands in his sportand much older, is
usually on 17.2. It shows Sen's progress in lac-
ticendurance — he can jump and hit when he
wants, with strength and stamina in the third
set.

On a treadmill, he can go for an hour, with
5repetitions of 30 second spurts of Level 16 or
17, that’s trained him for athumping heart rate.
He climbs double ropes for shoulder strength-
ening. There's bicep curls for arm power, be-
cause he isn't naturally a hard-hitter like the
Indonesians or Malaysians. And he's put in
work into calf strengthening for relentless at-
tacks in the third set. He played 7 in the last two

Lakshya Sen clocks 22.4 on the yo-yo test; Virat Kohli, with lesser demands in his
sport and much older; is usually on 17.2. File

weeks, and won 6.

Viren Rasquinha, head of Olympic Gold
Quest (OGQ), who helped put together Sen's
team with the Prakash Padukone Badminton
Academy sports science centre, recalls Sen not
being in great shape when going through a
tough phase last year. Even after his injuries
healed and the labnumbers were good, it took
Sen another three months for results to show.
"The drop in form with first round exits was
perplexing because there was no injury and
he was in the best shape. He was ticking all
boxes on dedication, sleep and recovery. But
we knew Lakshya was too good to not come
good finally," he recalls.

Getting 3 wins at the Badminton Asia Team
Championships gave him confidence after los-
ing to big names — meeting them early after
his ranking slackened. But that was after his
team had to convene to sortout hisissues. "The
group got together, and we had quarterly re-
views of everything. None of us were confident
of his qualifying then," Rasquinha recalls.

Padukone demands excellence

It'swhen Padukone demanded excellence
instrength-stamina parameters on sports sci-
ence test results, backed by daily data.
"Lakshya's peak power is now beyond elite lev-
els," Rasquinha says.

He would also train in 3-point shooting on
basketball courts and a spot of kick boxing, but
just for fun. Sen is not known to lift insane
weights in the gym, and the treadmill is his go-
run-to. And the major difference since last April
is how the explosive jump is supplementing
endurance. Vimal Kumar's famous yells of
"pace injection” in rallies now looks more
seamless and stable on court, rather than the
wild diving defensive retrieves all the time.
Now he flies when needed, but can arch, ro-
tate, flex and extend without breaking down
withinjury. His speed and reflexes are as good
as ever, despite the power injections.

Sen would pivot back to Vimal Kumar as
coach, moving from Anup Sridhar. "You can-
not fault Anup for commitment. It was his bad
luck that Lakshya couldn't get results then.
Maybe it's Anup's hard work back then that's
showing results now,"” Rasquinha says. "For
someone of Lakshya's calibre, we left the de-
cision to him."

He tends to struggle to find good sparring
though at the PPBA, with other elite shuttlers
Kiran George and Mithun Manjunath having
their own schedule to take care of. "We are
thinking of sending some academy boys
abroad with himwhen he plays because it gets
tough for Vimal sir. But we have to look at costs,
arranging visas, etc,” he says.

Not seen replays of my 90.2m
throw: 19-year-old Dehning

NIHAL KOSHIE
NEW DELHI,MARCH 17

BROUGHT UP in Hermannsburg, a village
in Germany, 19-year-old javelin thrower
Max Dehning became the youngest-ever
to cross 90 metres at the Winter Throwing
Competition in February when he regis-
tered a throw of 90.20 metres. In an inter-
view with The Indian Express, the young
German says he felt like a 'small star" after
the special throw and how he is astonished
with Olympic and World champion Neeraj
Chopra's flexibility. Excerpts:

How did you start off with handball?

[ am from a sporting family and hand-
ball was always a main sport. My sister
Marie is also active in athletics and success-
ful in combined events.

What made you shift to athletics?

My sister went to the kids athletics pro-
gramme and I joined her. I tried almost all
disciplines, but throwing was always one
of my favorites. I was very good as a kid in
throwing the ball and when I became older,
I chose the javelin.

At what age did you start focussing
fully on javelin throw?

When I won miy first title at the Under-16
German Championships. WhenIwas 17,1 de-
cided to concentrate fully on the javelin throw.

How do you look back at your 90
metre-plus throw and what were the
reactions back home?

It was a throw for the history journals, I
guess. The press here covered it like it was
a sensational throw. Also a week after
throwing 90 metres-plus, I started to feel
like a 'small star'. There were a lot of media
requests (for interviews). The attention was
a little too much but I think it helped pro-
mote the sport. Therefore I have no prob-
lems with this extra 'stress' along with my
daily training program. Over the last few
days, I have put my phone on silent mode
as [ started receiving messages and calls al-
most every second. | have not seen the
video replays of my throw as I don't want to
rest on my laurels.

You had not crossed 80 metres before
the Winter Throwing competition.
Could you list out what helped you
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German javelin thrower Max Dehning, 19, who became the youngest to cross the

90-metre mark. Afro-Sport

throw 90 metres?

[ believe training, training and more
training is what got me here. [ was training
very hard last winter as | was focused on
improving my throws. Now, [ have shown
everybody that nothing is impossible... that
at 19 years you can achieve such a result
and success. My coach, Matthias Rau Coach
at German Athletic Club, TSV Bayer 04
Leverkusen, is the one who helped me im-
prove so much.

Germany has great throwers who have
crossed 90 metres many times. For a
young German thrower, how
important is it to cross 90 metres?

To cross the magic 90m mark was
something very special for me. In all, 23
throwers have crossed 90 metres. So to join
this special list makes me proud. I always
wanted to throw 90 metres, but I never ex-
pected that [ would achieve it so early.

How is your throwing style? What
percentage is power?

I believe I have to improve a lot in my
technique. I think currently my throwing
is about 60 percent to 70 percent power
and 40 percent to 30 percent technique.

What are your plans in the run up to
the Paris Olympics? As you have
thrown 90 metres, there will be focus

onyou...

[ will try not to feel the pressure. I just
want to enjoy the competition and hope I
can repeat such a performance. The fans
will watch me closer than ever before, but
[will try not to get too influenced. I will fol-
low the same routine.

Do you have a role model?

[ don’t have a role model but I think
there is alot to learn about technique from
Jan Zelezny (the world record holder).

Have you watched Olympic and World
Champion Neeraj Chopra in action and
what do you make of his throwing
style?

Neeraj has an impressive technique
which I follow carefully. I follow his throws
in competitions all over and I am aston-
ished with his flexibility.

Are you financially supported by the
government or the sports ministry?

I am sponsored by my club, TSV Bayer
04 Leverkusen and also by Deutsche
Sporthilfe.

How do you relax when you are not
training or competing?

[ am a very keen motorcyclist. When |
ride my bike I feel free and my mind is at
ease.

$ MARUTI SUZUKI

lgN.S Pl R E.

e
L -mﬁ:{
A S
T"L;-'.-"*lﬁ"“f:

&

YOU CANNOT MISS THIS.

Avail exciting offers on NEXA Range of Cars.

CREATE.

NEXA

= NEXA DARYLGAN] =r—] NEXA LAIPAT NAGAR MEXA DRHLA PHASE 1 MEXA EAST OF KAILASH  NEXA SAFDARJUNG ENCLAVE =00 MEXA WATIRPUR HEXA ROHINI SECTOR 10 NEXA NARELA NEXA PITAMPLURA NEKA GT KARNAL ROAD oSS MEKA PREET VIHAR

=== TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES  ESi] SINGLA LINK AGENCY PREM MOTORS ReALs MOTORS TR SMATNEY AUTOMOBILES |E3v7) COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES  JAGMOHAN AUTOMOTIVES PVT.LTD. DD MOTORS  SHREYASH AUTOMOTIVES RANA MOTORS =ar] TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES

= PH: 3029200760 Sl PH:ORIEI99367  PH; (M11-42900000, TOES0T4EI1 PH: 399070BARE PH; TF0099520 PHE DET1STROED Pi: BEBSONSE6E PH; SOBO0END PH: OR11823023 PH: 7289955711 PH: 7200051122

NEXA AKSHARDHAM  NEXA PATPARGAN]  NENA DILSHAD GARDEN NEXA GOKULPUR! S MEXA MAYAPURI NEXA MOTI NAGAR NEXA DINARKA SECTOR 1 NEXA DWARKASECTORS  NEXA RAJOURI GARDEN  NEXA PUNJABI BAGH [P NEXA SECTOR 10 NEXA NOIDA SECTOR 137

FAIRDXEAL CARS MAGHC ALTO COMPETENT AUTOMOBELES  VIPUL MOTORS PAT, LTD EE‘ SHREYASH ALITOMOTIVES  AAAVEHICLEADES PAT. LTD.  COMPETENT AUTOROHILES MAGIC AT TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOEILES 0D MOTORS =4 FAIR DEAL CARS MAGIC AUTD
Scan to explore Scan to chat PH: 9999525161 PH: 8925400503 PH: BI77007962 PH: DETOT94313 - PH: JETIE76E76 PH: 8448993400 BH: 7200091136 PH: 7200075604 PH: 0990525750 PH: 00B1000800  Jga PH: 9581032415 PH: DE1B5444B3
NEXA World on Whatsapp NEXA SECTOR 1 NEXA SECTOR 63 [FJ] WEXAIND AREA GRNOIDA  NEXA GOLDEMIGR.NOIDA [EJ mexawnt manesar  [E] MEXA INDUSTRIAL AREASITES  NEXASAHIBABAD  NEXAMEERUT ROAD  NEXAAMBEDMARROAD [E] NEXASEC 55 BALLABHGARH MEXANIT  NENABATACHOWK  NEXA MATHURA ROAD

ROHAN MOTORS  WIPUL MOTORS S ROHAN MOTORS RANA MOTORS E PLATIWLIS MOTO CORP g REGERT AUTOLINKS PYT, LTD, MOTORCRAFT S4LE5 ROHAN MOTORS:LTD.  TH SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES = YIPUL MOTORS BVA ALITC VIPUL MOTORS PASCO AUTOMOBILES
PH: OB1IE009R0 PH: 90712777 [iies PH: BITWEED0044 P'H: 9355833700 =] PH: 9000950209 = PH: 9ET3TrI0TT PH: 8130582222 PH: SBT117638 PH: 9873414333 = PH: 9003271377 PH: D120-4121212  PH: 0599814717 PH: 9995420572

5' NEXA MG ROAD MECA RAJV CHOWK, GURUGRAM NEXA SECTOR 29 GURIGRAM  WEXA INFOCITY SEC 24 NEXA UDYDG VIHAR NEXA & 1D GLIRIMGRAM = NENA PALWAL CENTRAL NEXA SOHEA NEXA DELHIBOAD  §=3 WEXA HAILASH NAGAR NARNAUL & NEXA BHOOR CROSSING
= PASCO ALTOMOBILES RANA MOTORS Th SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES COMPETENT AUTOMOEBILES  YIPLL MOTORS PREM MOTORS = AUTONATION FASCO AUTOMORILES TANCO & WHEELS LLP ;} FLATINUM MOTO0 CORP ey SELUNIVERSE AUTOMBILE PYT LTD
=) PH: SH1250001 PH: 8829360443 PH: Sera0535340 PHE BITTOLIGET PH: S2058997H]  PH: 01244450000, FIES07L507 | PH: 5311864040 P DE90961000 Pd: TOE0030A = PH: S05308840 3 PH: SEES9R00AO0

Contact us at 1800-200-[6392], 1800-102-[NEXA] and visit www.nexaexperience.com to book online.

*Terms & conditions apply. Features and accessories shown may not be part of standard fitment. Black glass shade on the vehicle is due to the lighting effect. Images used are for illustration purposes anly. All offers are brought to you by NEXA dealers anly. Offers may vary subject to the
model and variant purchased. Maruti Suzuki reserves the right to withdraw offers at any point in time without any advance notice. Consumer offers applicable for 2023 model while stocks last. For more details regarding offers please contact your nearest NEXA dealership. Maruti Suzuki
smart Finance is now avallable pan-india, Maruti Suzuki Subscribe available only in selected cities.
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