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22,217 poll bonds
sold, data to EC
names buyers,
parties: SBI to SC

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

THE STATE Bank of India (SBI)
told the Supreme Court on
Wednesday that, in accordance
with the court's directions, its
data on poll bonds -- submitted
to the Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Tuesday -- in-
cludes the names of the buyers
along with the date of purchase
and denomination of the bonds,
and the names of the political
parties who redeemed the
bonds along with the date and
denomination as well.

In its compliance affidavit,
the SBI said a total of 22,217 elec-
toral bonds were purchased be-
tween April 1,2019 and February
15 this year, of which 22,030
were redeemed.

The affidavit said that be-
tween April 1, 2019 to April 11,
2019, a total of 3,346 electoral
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Ga%kanKI:a tt arandG :)A\T(;I in second
BJP list for LS polls, 28 MPs dropped

3 former CMs, 9 ministers, 2 RSMPs, 15
women among those handed tickets

LIZMATHEW
& VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

THE BJP Wednesday released its
second list of candidates for the
Lok Sabha elections, dropping at
least 28 sitting MPs while includ-
ing three former Chief Ministers,
nine Union Ministers, two Rajya
Sabha MPs and 15 women.

If the party’s first list of 195

candidates, released on March 2,
was more about continuity with
alarge number of candidates be-
ing retained, the second list of 72
candidates signalled change and
an emphasis on selection based
on the winnability factor. With
the second list, the BJP has an-
nounced all its candidates for
Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, Tripura
and Uttarakhand.

Manohar Lal Khattar, who re-
signed as Haryana Chief Minister

One nation, one poll
report likely today:
In eight volumes,
no German model

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

THE HIGH-LEVEL committee set
up by the government to draw a
roadmap for holding simultane-
ous elections is expected to sub-
mit an eight-volume report, run-
ning into 18,000 pages, to
President Droupadi Murmu on
Thursday, sources said.

The committee, chaired by
former President Ram Nath
Kovind, is likely to recommend
aconcrete model for one nation-
one election — as opposed to
suggesting options — for syn-
chronising the different poll cy-
cles,itislearnt.

The commiittee is reported to
have deliberated on a number of
options for ensuring continuity

of simultaneous elections.
According to sources, it also de-
bated the German model of con-
structive vote of no-confidence
— where a no-confidence mo-
tion against the incumbent can
be brought if there is a positive
vote of confidence in a successor
— but decided against recom-
mending it. The panel found it to
be “against the tenets of Indian
democracy”, a source said.

The Law Commission, in its
2018 draft report, had recom-
mended the “constructive vote
of no-confidence” asaway toen-
sure stability of governments.

The panel met representa-
tives of political parties, retired
Chief Justices, former Chief
Election Commissioners, indus-
trialists and economists as a part
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NIA detains man who suspect met
8 hours after Bengaluru cafe blast

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, MARCH 13

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA), probing the March
1 blast at The Rameshwaram
Cafe in Bengaluru that left nine
persons injured, Wednesday de-
tained a person identified as
Syed Shabbir from Ballari whois
alleged to have interacted with
the suspect in Ballari the same
night, around eight hours after
the blast.

Police sources said the associ-
ation of the detained person with
the main suspect is yet to be as-
certained and the detention was
on the basis of technical analysis.

CCTV footage of the suspect
atthe cafeonMarch 1

The probe by the NIA and the
Bengaluru police has narrowed
down the identity of the suspect
to an individual from the
Shivamogga module of an

Islamic State group, but efforts to
nab the suspect and possible col-
laborators have remained a chal-
lenge on account of the group
being adept in the usage of ter-
ror tradecraft.

Last week, between March 6
and 9, the NIA questioned four
members of an ISIS Ballari mod-
ule - they are in prison after their
arrest in December 2023 - for
possible clues on who the sus-
pect in the blast case could have
met in Ballari.

The CCTV trail of the suspect
captured from buses and bus
stops in Bengaluru and Ballari
showed him arriving in Ballari,
located around 300 km from
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Nitin Gadkari will contest from Nagpur; Piyush Goyal from
Mumbai North; Manohar Lal Khattar from Karnal

Tuesday and vacated his Karnal
Assembly seat Wednesday, has
been fielded from the Karnal Lok

Sabha constituency.
While Union Minister Nitin
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

FLYING COLOURS

Chief Justice of India D Y Chandrachud felicitates Pragya Samal, daughter of an attendant at the
Supreme Court who also works as a cook at a judge’s residence, on Wednesday. A researcher at
the Centre for Research and Planning, the 26-year-old got admission offers for LLM courses

from 6 top US law schools, with 2 of them also offering scholarship. P11

The
winnability
@ factor

~ EXPLAINED

THE BJP second list
points to the emphasis
on the winnability fac-
tor of candidates given
thatit has setitself a
target of 370 seats this
time. Reason why at
least 28 MPs no longer
find place ina list of 72
candidates.

REPORT PAGE 6

DATA DELETED AS REGIME CHANGED: FIR

Hyderabad Police probes tapping
of BRS rivals, officer arrested

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, MARCH 13

THE HYDERABAD Police on
Wednesday arrested a sus-
pended Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP) who is suspected
of having tapped the phones of
the Bharat Rashtra Samiti’s (BRS)
political opponents while the
party was in power in Telangana.

DSP Dugyala Praneeth
Kumar had been posted with the
Special Intelligence Bureau (SIB)
when the alleged offences took
place. He was suspended earlier
this month after it came to light

that he allegedly erased intelli-
gence data from the SIB’s hard
drives after Congress won the
Assembly election last year.

He is also accused of having
copied intelligence data to his
personal devices. He was booked
last week on charges of tamper-
ing with evidence, breach of
trust, and criminal conspiracy.

Kumarwas takeninto custody
onTuesday nightand arrested on
Wednesday following question-
ing overnight, officers said.

According to sources, Kumar
is suspected of having been in-
volved in the tapping of phones
of Opposition leaders and others

when the BRS was in power. SIB
Additional Superintendent of
Police D Ramesh had lodged the
first complaint against Kumar af-
ter finding that he was involved
inthe alleged phone tapping and
copying of data between 2018
and 2023.

Kumar regularly copied intel-
ligence data onto his personal
pen drives, and is suspected of
using the official intelligence-
gathering machinery to profile
several people, including the
BRS’s opponents, officials said.

After the Congress came to
power in December last year
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Cong revisits its 2019
poll promise of NYAY,

assures Rs 11akh/year
aid for poor women

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi at the Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
in Dondaicha, Maharashtra, on Wednesday. P11

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

AHEAD OF an uphill Lok Sabha
election battle, the Congress on
Wednesday dusted off and re-
vived NYAY, the centrepiece of its
2019 manifesto promise, and an-
nounced that the party, if voted to
power, would giveRs 11lakh annu-
ally to a woman of every poor
family. The party also said it would
provide 50 per cent reservation for
women in new appointments in
the central government.

NYAY, or Nyuntam Aay
Yojana, was the highlight of the
Congress’s 2019 election mani-
festo, under which it had prom-
ised “five crore families who con-
stitute the poorest 20 per cent of
all families” a guaranteed cash
transfer of Rs 72,000 a year. “As
faras possible, the money will be
transferred to the account of a
woman of the family who hasa
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Growing tally, rising
turnout: Women
steadily outnumber
men in LS seats

Seats with more women electors than
men up from85in2009to 110in 2019

RISE AND RISE OF THE WOMAN VOTE

2009 2019
Share in Turnout
voters (%) in %
Source: Election Commission of India reports

No. of seats where women
voters outnumbered men

5 . 64
Seats with more men on poll
rolls, but more women voted

11
B 5

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

FROM THE women’s reservation
Bill passed by the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre to AAP’s
promise of Rs 1,000 a month and
Congress’s proposed allowance
of Rs 1 lakh per annum — ahead
of the Lok Sabha elections, polit-
ical parties have been pushing
key legislative and development

measures targeting women vot-
ers. Data drawn from three re-
cent Lok Sabha elections shows
that their focus on women vot-
ers is not surprising.

A number of indicators —
from the share of women in the
total electorate to their voter
turnout — point to their rising
participation in the electoral
process. Also increasing is the
number of parliamentary
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Journey of data journalist who dled in US fire: Delhi to NY, DU to Columbia

PAGE1
ANCHOR

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

FROM A government school in
West Delhi to Columbia
University and a job as a data
journalist in the US — Fazil
Khan'’s leap from the Capital’s
Raghubir Nagar neighbourhood
to New York was part audacious,
part inspiring.

That journey was abruptly
cut short last month, when Fazil,
27,died inafirein his buildingin

Harlem, New York, on February
23.While 17 people were injured
inthe blaze, Fazil was the sole fa-
tality. On February 28, The New
York Times reported that the fire
was caused by “lithium-ion bat-
teries that power e-bikes”. The
fire began from an apartment
where the batteries were being
charged, the report added.

The New York City Fire
Department (FDNY) had stated
on X that the fire was caused by
a lithium-ion battery. The New
York Police Department (NYPD)
told The Indian Express in an
email, “The investigation re-
mains ongoing.”

The email added that Fazil

had beenrescued by firefighters
in a “critical condition” and was
“pronounced deceased at the
hospital”.

Addressing the press on the
day of the fire, February 23, New
York City Fire Department (FDNY)
officials said they had a “challeng-
ing fire” that afternoon that
started on the third floor of the
building but quickly spread to the
hallway, blocking off the exit path-
way of people on floors above.
Fazil lived on the fourth floor.

Fazil was laid to rest in Delhi
on February 28. The youngest
member of his family, he is sur-
vived by his mother, two broth-
ers and three sisters.

He moved to New York in 2020 to pursue a course in data
journalism from Columbia University. Facebook

Kashif Khan, 33, Fazil's
brother, told The Indian Express,
“Our father passed away in 2022.
This Eid would have marked two
years of his death, but we lost
Fazil before that.”

Fazil was in India in
December 2023 for Kashif’s
wedding and left for New York
inJanuary. “He handled our fam-
ily’s textile shop for a day during
his visit and also visited our an-
cestral village (in Kasganj, Uttar
Pradesh) for the first time in 14
years,” says the elder brother.

Kashif said, “In our area
(Raghubir Nagar), studies don’t
matter but our father ensured we
all completed our graduation. Our

neighbours treated Fazil like a
celebrity and posed for photos
with him because he lived abroad.
Fazil had goals and worked hard
for them. We did family video calls
each Saturday. During our last
videocall, he said he wanted to go
to Mecca in November.”

Akshay Kalra, 27, a data sci-
entist and Fazil’s classmate at
Rajkiya Pratibha Vikas Vidyalaya,
the Delhi government's school
for meritorious students, in
Paschim Vihar, said he had
achieved the impossible.

“Where Fazil is from, leaving
it (all behind) is a big deal...
People here used to think that he
had an attitude because he

would not talk to anyone but he
was just working on his goals.
Very few boys from our batch
were able to do as well as Fazil,”
Kalra said.

Fazil went on to study English
Honours from Delhi University’s
Aryabhatta College and earned a
postgraduate diploma in journal-
ism from the Indian Institute of
Mass Communication ([IMC), be-
fore working in Delhi from 2018
t02020, firstas a sub-editor with
Business Standard and then a cor-
respondent with CNN-News18.
In 2020, he moved to New York
to pursue a data journalism
course.
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THE SECOND PAGE

e 22,217 election bonds sold,
data to EC names buyers,
parties: SBI to SC

bonds were purchased and 1,609
were redeemed. It added that
from April 12, 2019 to February
15 this year, a total of 18,871 elec-
toral bonds were purchased and
20,421 were redeemed.

In the affidavit, the SBI chair-
man said the bank “has ready
records inwhich the date of pur-
chase, denomination and name
of buyer were recorded, and (in
relation to the political parties)
the date of encashment and the
denominations of the bonds en-
cashed were recorded”.

The bank said thatin compli-
ance with the Supreme Court's
March 11 directions, “before the
close of business hours on
12.03.2024, arecord of this infor-
mation was made available to
the ECI by hand delivering in dig-
ital form (password protected)”.

“As per direction No. (b), the
date of purchase of each elec-
toral bond, the name of the pur-
chaser and the denomination of
the electoral bond purchased has
been furnished. In terms of di-
rection No. (c), the date of en-
cashment of the electoral bonds,
the name of political parties who
have received the contributions,
and the denomination of the
said bonds has also been fur-
nished,” the affidavit said.

It added that the “data has
been furnished in respect of
bonds purchased and redeemed
between 12.04.2019 to
15.02.2024".

“Electoral bonds were sold
and redeemed in phases during
this period and Phase Xl started
from 01.04.2019. The number of
bonds set outin the application...
included [by oversight| the
bonds that were purchased dur-
ing the period commencing 1st
April, 2019 and not from 12 April,
2019,” it said.

The data was handed over to
the ECI in a pen drive with two
PDF documents that are pass-
word-protected. An envelope
containing the passwords was
given along with a letter ad-
dressed to Chief Election

According to ECI
sources, the poll panel
is likely tosetupa
committee to peruse
the PDF files on
Thursday and will
upload the data onits
website in the same
format as was shared
by SBI

Commissioner Rajiv Kumar.

According to ECl sources, the
poll panel is likely to set up a
committee to peruse the PDF
files on Thursday and will upload
the data on its website in the
same format as was shared by
SBI

Earlier, the court had asked
the poll panel to “compile the in-
formation and publish the de-
tails in its official website, no
later than by 5 pm on March 15,
2024”.

“The amount of the electoral
bonds which were not encashed
by the political party within the
validity period of 15 days during
this period have been trans-
ferred to the Prime Minister's
National Relief Fund, as per the
Gazette notification No. 20 dated
January 2,2018,” the SBI said.

On February 15, a five-judge
Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court had struckdown
the electoral bond scheme and
asked the SBI to furnish details
of the bonds purchased and re-
deemed to the ECI.

On Monday, the court re-
jected the SBI's request for time
till June 30 to disclose the details,
and asked it to furnish these be-
fore close of business hours on
March 12.

The court, however, clarified
that it had not asked the SBI to
match the bonds against the re-
cipients.

e Hyderabad Police probes tapping
of BRS rivals, officer arrested

following the BRS’s defeat in
Assembly elections, he allegedly
tried to destroy evidence of these
activities. According to the com-
plaintagainst him, Kumar entered
his office on the night of
December 4, a day after the
counting of votesin the Assembly
election ended, and switched off
all the CCTV cameras before de-
stroying the hard drives and other
disks that contained intelligence
data collected over many years.
He then allegedly installed new,
blank hard drives. After this came
tolight, the Congress government
transferred him to Sircilla district
and asked senior SIB officers to

conductaprobe..AnFIR hasbeen
registered against him at the
Panjagutta police station in
Hyderabad. He was booked un-
der Indian Penal Code sections
409 (criminal breach of trust by
public servant, banker, merchant
or agent), 427 (mischief causing
damage to the amount of fifty ru-
peeorupwards),201 (causing dis-
appearance of evidence of of-
fence), and 120(B) (criminal
conspiracy). He was also booked
under various sections of the
Prevention of Destruction of
Public Records Act, 1984, and the
Information Technology Act,
2000.
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FROM PAGE ONE
Gadkari, Khattar, Goyal in 2nd list

Gadkari has been retained from
Nagpur, his colleague Piyush
Goyal, Leader of the House in
Rajya Sabha, will be contesting
from Mumbai North.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi has been fielded
again from Dharwad in Karnataka
while Union Minister of State
Shobha Karandlaje has been
moved from Udupi Chikmagalur
to the Bangalore North con-
stituency. I&B Minister Anurag
Thakur will again contest from the
Hamirpur constituency in
Himachal Pradesh.

BJP’s media cell head Anil
Baluni, who is currently a Rajya
Sabha MP, has been fielded from
Uttarakhand’s Garhwal con-
stituency. Tejasvi Surya, who
heads the party’s youth wing, has
beenretained in Bangalore South.

Former Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai will
contest from Haveri. Heis the fifth
former CM to be handed the party
ticket - the first list had Shivraj
Singh Chouhan(Madhya Pradesh)
and Biplab Kumar Deb (Tripura)
while the second list named
Khattar, Bommai and former
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat who will
be in the fray for the Haridwar
seat. Rawat replaces former CM
and former Union Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal in Haridwar.

The second list also has sur-
prises in Delhi — Harsh Malhotra
will be the BJP face in East Delhi
and Yogendra Chandoliain the SC-

reserved North West Delhi.

In Maharashtra’s Beed con-
stituency, once represented by
Gopinath Munde, the party has
replaced thelateleader’s daughter
Pritam Munde with her sister
Pankaja Munde, a BJP national
secretary and a prominent state
party leader.

The BJP has dropped Sunita
Duggal, one of the most vocal MPs
in Lok Sabha, in Sirsa and has
fielded Ashok Tanwar who joined
the BJPrecently from AAP,a party
he had joined after leaving the
Congress. In another surprise
move, the BJPalso replaced Union
Minister of State Darshana
Jardoshin Surat with Mukeshbhai
Chandrakant Dalal.

Union Ministers of State Rao
Inderjit Singh (Gurgaon), Krishan
Pal  Gurjar  (Faridabad),
Bhagwanth Khuba (Bidar) and
Bharati Pawar (Dindori,
Maharashtra) have found placein
the list. Shiv Sena (UBT) MP
Kalaben Delkar has been handed
the BJP ticket from Dadra and
Nagar Haveli. She is the wife of the
late Mohanbhai Delkarwho used
to be the MP from the con-
stituency. After his death, Kalaben
Delkar joined Shiv Sena and won
the 2021 by-election.

Also in the second list is car-
diacsurgeon CN Manjunath, son-
in-law of former Prime Minister
H D Deve Gowda, and he will be
contesting on the BJP ticket from
Bangalore Rural.

The BJP has dropped its two

sitting MPs in Tripura too - after
Union Minister of State Pratima
Bhoumik made way for Biplab
Kumar Debin Tripura Westin the
first list, the Tripura East seat, re-
served for ST, has gone to
Maharani Kriti Singh Debbarma,
elder sister of Tipra Motha
founder and royal scion Pradyot
Kishore Manikya Debbarma.

Pratap Simha, who landed in
aspot after his office provided vis-
itor passes to men who had
jumped with smoke canisters
from the Lok Sabha gallery to the
chamber last December, has been
dropped in Mysore - the ticket has
gone to Yaduveer Krishnadatta
Chamaraja Wadiyar of the erst-
while royal family. Former
Karnataka party unit president
Nalin Kateel hasbeenreplaced by
Brijesh Chowta in Dakshin
Kannada. The BJP has also givena
ticket to late party MP Rattan Lal
Kataria’s wife Banto Kataria in
Ambala constituency.

In Karnataka’s Davanagere,
the BJP has replaced veteran party
leader GM Siddeshwara,whohad
been representing the con-
stituency since 2004, with his wife
Gayathri Siddeshwara. His father
GMallikarjunappawas alsoa Lok
Sabha MP for two terms — 1996-
1998 and 1999-2002. B Y
Vijayendra, son of former Chief
Minister B S Yeddyurappa, has
been retained in Shimoga.

But the decision to field V
Somanna in Tumkur, a disgrun-
tled leader who had taken swipes

¢ One nation, one poll report likely today:

of its consultations with stake-
holders. It also invited com-
ments from the public in
January. In a statement in
January, the committee said it
had received 20,972 responses,
of which 81 per cent were in
favour of simultaneous elections.

While it is learnt that the
committee wrote to the Election
Commission (EC) asking for a
meeting at least twice, the ECdid
not meet the committee but sent
its written response. The com-
mittee also examined the
macroeconomic impact of si-
multaneous elections, as well as
the implications on crime rate
and education outcomes.

The Union Law Ministry had
appointed the committee in
September 2023 to make rec-
ommendations for holding si-
multaneous elections to the Lok
Sabha, State Assemblies, munic-
ipalities and panchayats.

Apart from Kovind, the com-
mittee includes Home Minister
Amit Shah, former Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad, former
Finance Commission chairper-
son N K Singh, former Lok Sabha
Secretary-General Subhash C
Kashyap, senior advocate Harish
Salve, and former Chief Vigilance
Commissioner Sanjay Kothari.

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,

leader of the Congress in Lok
Sabha, was included in the com-
mittee too, but he declined to be
apartofit, sayingit was an “eye-
wash”. He said the terms of ref-
erence had been drawn up in a
way that guaranteed the conclu-
sions.

The committee was asked to
suggest specificamendments to
the Constitution, the
Representation of the People Act,
1950, the RP Act, 1951 and the
rules framed under them. It was
also tasked with examining
whether any amendments to
the Constitution would require
to be ratified by states.

According to its terms of ref-

e Cong revisits its 2019 poll promise of NYAY

bank account or who will be
urged to open a bank account,”
the manifesto had said.

On Wednesday, Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge, in
a video statement, and senior
leader Rahul Gandhi, at a
women’s rally in Maharashtra’s
Dhule district, announced five
“Mahila Nyay” guarantees. The
first of the promises —
Mahalakshmi guarantee — was
to give Rs 1 lakh to one woman
in each of the poorest families.
The Congress did not spell out
the overall financial implication
of the promise or the estimated
number of families which would
be covered.

Asked how many families
would  benefit, former

Chhattisgarh Deputy Chief
Minister and convenor of the
Congress manifesto committee,
T S Singh Deo, told The Indian
Express: “We are still waiting for
the Government of India to do
the Census. Once the govern-
ment does it... we will identify
the women. There are figures by
various bodies... but they don’t
match. So obviously, it will be an
exercise that the government
will have to do.”

“One figure puts it (the num-
ber of poor families) at 6 or 7 per
cent. Another puts it at 12 per
cent, yet another putsitat 15-16
per cent. The government has
not gone ahead with the Census.
The only figures we have is that
of the 2011 Census... But that is

not anissue. Itis a goal that is to
be achieved and it will be done,”
he said. Inits 2019 manifesto, the
Congress had said the estimated
cost of its NYAY promise would
be over 1 per cent of the GDP in
the first year,and over 2 per cent
of the GDP from the second year.
“As the nominal GDP grows and
families move out of poverty, the
cost will decline as a proportion
of GDP,” it had said.

Among the other “Mahila
Nyay” guarantees announced on
Wednesday was a promise of
“aadhi aabadi, poora haq” — pro-
viding 50 per cent reservation for
women in new appointments in
the central government. Deo
said the promise could be imple-
mented through “executive or-

at the party leaders publicly, has
raised some eyebrows in BJP cir-
cles. A party leader from
Karnataka said the move could
send a “wrong signal” about dis-
cipline, but sources pointed out
that with the party setting a tar-
get of 370 seats, its primary crite-
rion for finalising the name of a
candidate has been the winnabil-
ity factor. The winnability factoris
one of the key takeaways from the
list. Those wholostin states where
the BJPis strong have mostly been
replaced, but those who gave a
good fight before losing in
Telangana - where the BJPis weak
- have been retained.

Nathansaha Kawreti, wholost
to Congress leader Kamal Nath’s
son Nakul Nath from Chhindwara
in 2019 by a margin of 37,536
votes, hasbeenreplaced this time
by Vivek Bunty Sahu. The OBC
Sahus have asignificant presence
in Chhindwara.

Veteran BJP leader Hansraj
Ahir, who lost from Chandrapur
in 2019, has been replaced by
Sudhir Mungantiwar. Similarly,
Ashwath Narayangowda of the
BJP, who lost the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls from Bengaluru (rural) to the
Congress’s DK Suresh by more
than 2 lakh votes, has been re-
placed by CN Manjunath. The
party has been kinder to candi-
dates who put up a good fight in
Telangana the last time. In Medak
in 2019, M Raghunandan Rao
stood third but got over 2 lakh
votes. He has been fielded again.

erence, the Kovind Committee
was also asked to “analyse and
recommend possible solution
in a scenario of simultaneous
elections emerging out of a
hung House, adoption of no-
confidence motion, or defec-
tion, or any such other event”
and “suggest a framework for
synchronisation of elections
and specifically, suggest the
phases and time-frame within
which simultaneous elections
may be held”.

It also looked into the logis-
tics of holding simultaneous
elections, and the modalities for
a common electoral roll and
Voter ID cards.

ders”. “Job reservation is not a
Constitutional issue,” he said.

The other big promise was to
double the Centre’s contribution
in the salaries of Anganwadi,
ASHA (Accredited Social Health
Activist) and mid-day meal
scheme workers.

The party also promised the
appointment of a legal assistant
in every panchayat to educate
women on their rights and pro-
vide necessary help, and the
construction of at least one
working women’s hostel in all
district headquarters across the
country, to be named after social
reformer Savitribai Phule.
Kharge said the Congress’s guar-
antees are “pathar ki lakeer” (set
in stone) and not a “jumla”.

e NIA detains man who suspect met 8 hours after Bengaluru cafe blast

Bengaluru,at8.58 pmonMarch 1,
eight hours after the blast at the
cafeat 12.56 pm.

The suspect is believed to
have met an acquaintance in
Ballari before travelling furtherin
the direction of Kalaburagi in a
bus.

The person detained has been
identified as a resident of BUDA
bazaar in Ballari.

Last week, Minaj alias Md.
Sulaiman, 26, Anas Igbal Shaikh,
23, Shayan Rahman @Hussain,
26,and Syed Sameer, 19, from the
Ballari ISIS module were taken
into custody for three days to
carry out investigations.

Two missing suspects from
the Shivamogga module, Abdul
Taha Matheen and Mussavir
Hussain Shazib, have emerged as
the main suspects in the cafe blast
case.

The microscope is on Shazib
on account of his close resem-

blance to the suspect seen in the
CCTV footage and on account of
Taha being identified as a bald
man. He was part of a radical-
minded youth group that
emerged in the Thirthahalli re-
gion of Shivamogga between
2013 and 2016.

“Taha and Shazib were be-
lieved to be operating fromaloca-
tion outside India until now,” po-
lice sources said.

The IED used in the cafe blast
has been found to be very similar
to the detonation system and ma-
terials used in the November 19,
2022 Mangaluru cooker bomb
blast case.

Evidence from the Mangaluru
case, the Shivamogga bomb test-
ing episode from early 2022
whichled to arrests in September
2022, a provocative graffiti inci-
dent in Mangaluru in December
2020,and alarger south IndiaISIS
conspiracy case — Al Hind con-

spiracy from January 2020 - in-
dicate knowledge of terror trade-
craft.

Mohammed Shariq, 24, of the
Shivamogga module, who was
arrested on November 19, 2022
after abomb he was carrying for
planting in Mangaluru acciden-
tally detonated on hislapinanau-
torickshaw in Mangaluru, moved
around with an Aadhaar card of a
railway employee from Hubbali.

Shariq also used the fakeiden-
tity of a person called Arun Kumar
Gawli to stay at aboarding house
in Coimbatore in August-
September 2022 before he was
caught following the accidental
explosion in Mangaluru. He told
investigators he mistakenly set
the timer on the IED for nine min-
utesinstead of 90 minutes, result-
ing in the accidental blast.

The NIA told an anti-terrorism
court last year that the suspects
from the Shivamogga IS module

case were using encrypted com-
munication technology to com-
municate with handlers for the
larger IS-linked operatives net-
work for south India.

“As per the data extracted
from the electronic gadgets, the
accused persons were using
many encrypted communication
platforms such as Wire, Wickr-
Me, Element, Status, Session,
Signal, Protected Text(PT),
Telegram, Telegram-X, Graph,
etc., and they used the said en-
crypted communication plat-
forms with an intention to mask
their identity,” the NIA said.

One of the arrested suspects
communicated with a handler
identified as ‘Colonel’ on the
Session communication platform
which facilitates disappearance
of chats. The suspect however
saved copies of his chats with
“Colonel” on a laptop which the
NIA managed to extract.
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e Journey of data journalist

Fazil eventually ended up
working as adatajournalist with
The Hechinger Report, a non-
profit media company that fo-
cuses on covering education.
One of his recent works was on
how, at 17 institutions in the US,
economically disadvantaged
students paid more than stu-
dents from affluent backgrounds
on account of differences in fi-
nancial aid.

A friend pointed to a post
Fazil shared on LinkedIn that
spoke about his “experience of
applying for early career data
journalism jobs in the US”.

But before journalism, Kalra
recalled, Fazil considered a ca-
reer in shooting. “When we were
inClass 9, we went on a National
Cadet Corps (NCC) trip, where
we were introduced to shooting.
Fazil turned out to be the best
shooter. He thought about pur-
suing the sport as a career, but
neither his family nor our school
had the resources for the rifle,
the training,” he says.

Other friends recalled Fazil as
aquiet man who was a confidant
of many. They also spoke of him
as being “in style” always — in
the best of clothes — as someone
who wrote poetry and sang in a
way that could set the mood ina
room.

Parul Rohal, 27, a friend of
Fazil's from Aryabhatta College,
said, “He was always curious and
wanted to learn new things. His
interests kept changing. He was
interested in ghazals, and in our
second year of college, in Urdu
literature.”

His school friend Kalra
added, “Fazil was sure he wanted
to go to Columbia University. But
his plans for later kept changing.
Initially, he wanted to live there.
He liked working there, but
missed his family. Then, he
wanted to live with his family,
his Ammi, wherever he was...in
Europe or the US or somewhere
inIndia.”

Madhur Ratawal, 27, another
friend of Fazil's from Aryabhatta
College who asked Instagram to
“memorialise” his profile on the
social networking site, said, “He
was shy and opened up slowly.
Fazil was from a very humble
background and a big family —
and, being the youngest, very
beloved. He was religious and
would observe roza sincerely. He
was happy in New York and
would tell his Ammi, ‘Bahar leke
jaunga (Iwill take you abroad).”

Sahil, 28, his classmate at
IIMC, said, “Fazil was probably
the smartest studentin our class.

He was incredibly focused, both
professionally or personally. At
[IMC, he developed aninterestin
datajournalism. We all knew he
was meant to do great things.”

Priya Keswani, 28, another
classmate from IIMC, added,
“We were once travelling in the
Metro and met a junior who
wanted to get into the same
course at [IMC. Fazil explained
the entire process for half an
hour ... Though he was very
meticulous and ambitious, Fazil
was incredibly kind too.”

Ratawal says Fazil’s warm
personality was perhaps the rea-
son why his friends in New York
“moved heaven and earth” to
send his body back to Delhi
within days of his death.

Pooja Dantewadia, a data
journalist based in New York and
afriend of Fazil's said that in the
aftermath of the incident, the
priority for his friends in the US
was to figure out the logistics
and paperwork, and get his body
home to India. “My roommate,
who was collaborating with Fazil
ona project, received a call from
his workplace, informing us that
he was present in the building
where the fire broke out. Upon
learning (of the death), all our
friends gathered to coordinate
logistics and ensure the body
could be returned to hishome in
India,” she says.

“Fazil loved his life in New
York City and the meaningful
work he was engaged in. Our
conversations were diverse and
enriching; he was an avid
reader... He possessed a pro-
found curiosity and was always
eager to explore new depths of
knowledge. Beyond his passion
for cricket, Formula 1 had cap-
tured his interest, and he would
eagerly watch sporting events on
weekends, in addition to speak-
ing with his family on video
calls,” says Dantewadia.

At a memorial held at
Columbia University, a few days
after the tragedy;, friends and col-
leagues spoke of how he was al-
ways eager for new experiences,
including learning ice-skating.

Liz Willen, Editor-in-Chief of
The Hechinger Report, who
spoke that day, said, “We were
very, very lucky to have had
him...I have often been asked,
why do we do this work? Why?
The answer: reporters like Fazil
Khan — kind, brilliant, commit-
ted to truth-telling without fear
or favour. That’s one answer.
Fazil was the kind of journalist
that made it easy to answer that
question.”

e Growing tally, rising turnout:
Women outnumber men in LS seats

constituencies where women
outnumber men among electors
and voters.

M An analysis of the data for
the 2009,2014 and 2019 general
elections shows that the share of
women in the total electorate
(those on the electoral rolls) in-
creased from 47.73 per cent in
2009 to 48.09 per cent in 2019.
Similarly, women'’s share among
voters (those who exercised
their franchise) went up from
45.79%in 2009 t0 48.15%in 2019.
These figures, when seen to-
gether, show that more and
more women are not only regis-
tering to vote but turning out to
vote on polling day.

M A similar trend is seen in
the rising number of constituen-
cies where women outnumber
men (in absolute terms) on the
electoral rolls. The number of
such constituencies has gone up
from 85 (out of the total 543)in
2009 to 110 in 2019. Similarly,
the number of constituencies
where the number of women (in
absolute terms) exceeded men
in exercising their franchise has
more than doubled from 64 in
2009 to 143in 2019.

M This trend, over the years,
has narrowed the gap in overall
turnout (measured in percent-
age terms) between male and fe-
male voters at the national level,
with women’s turnout surpass-
ing that of men (67.2% for
women compared to 67% for
men)in 2019.1In 2009, the male
turnout at 60.3% was higher than
the female turnout at 55.8%. In
fact,in the 10 years from 2009 to
2019, the female turnout in-
creased by 11.4% points as com-
pared to a 6.7%-point increase

registered in the male turnout
and 9.3%-point increase in the
overall turnout.

W What is particularly note-
worthy is the increasing number
of constituencies where
women'’s voter turnout ex-
ceeded that of men, despite their
lower overall numbers on the
electoral rolls.

The number of such con-
stituencies increased from 11 in
2009 to 34 in 2014 and 58 in
2019.1n 2009, the 11 seats were
spread across seven states and
Union Territories — 3 in Tamil
Nadu; 2 eachin Andhra Pradesh
and Himachal Pradesh; and 1
each in Daman and Diuy, Jammu
and Kashmir, Lakshadweep, and
Punjab.

In 2014, the geographical
spread of such constituencies ex-
panded to 13 states — 10 in
Bihar; 8 in Tamil Nadu; 3 in
Odisha; 2 each in Andhra
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand; and 1 each in
Arunachal Pradesh, Daman and
Diu, Jammu and Kashmir,
Lakshadweep, Punjab,
Rajasthan, and West Bengal.

In2019, it spread to 17 states,
with the highest in Bihar at 18
seats, followed by 6 each in
Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal; 3 each in Andhra
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, and Uttarakhand; 2
in Rajasthan; and 1 each in
Arunachal Pradesh, Daman and
Diu, Kerala, Lakshadweep,
Meghalaya, Punjab, Tamil Nadu,
and Telangana.According to the
Election Commission, approxi-
mately 47.15 crore women are
expected to participate in the
forthcoming general elections.

Kirron Kher sanitised mic after I spoke:

HINAROHTAKI
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 13

CHANDIGARH MAYOR Kuldeep
Kumar claimed on Wednesday
that Punjab Governor and
Chandigarh  Administrator
Banwarilal Purohit and BJP MP
Kirron Kher misbehaved with
him. While addressing media per-
sons along with Congress partyin-
charge and President H S Lucky,

Kumar said, “Ifeltbad when Kher
got the mic sanitised after my ad-
dress”.

“Madam MP se pehle meri
speech thi. Main speech deke jaise
apni kursipeaaya...Madamne jo
mic hai wo sanitise karvaya meri
speech kbaad... Ek ghareeb bac-
cha agar speech dega to aap mic
sanitise karvayenge? Itni humse
chhuachhut hai(Ihad to speak be-
fore Madam MP’s address. The
moment I finished speaking, she

got the mic sanitised... Would
you get the mic sanitised if a poor
child gives a speech? Why am
being treated like an untouch-
able)?” said Kumar.
Healsoreferred to Chandigarh
Administrator Banwarilal
Purohit’s comments on Tuesday
that a supply of free water to the
residents wasn't possible and that
they should have thought before
speaking and making promises.
“Everyone knows how yester-

day the Administrator used ill
words for me... He didn’t misbe-
have with me but with citizens of
Chandigarh who arerelieved that
we were giving," he said.
“Apmanit shabd jo use kiye
gaye...woh Chandigarh ki har
janta k liye hai... Mayor first citi-
zen hai.. and Mayor ka samman
hona chahiye,” Kumar said alleg-
ing that “Purohit was acting un-
der the BJP’s pressure.”

Kuldeep Kumar said he would

“boycott every event of MP Kher
and Administrator Purohit”. He
added, “It was unfortunate that
time and again jibes were being
taken at me for the free water
scheme which I have brought for
the Chandigarh residents”.
Kirron Kher told The Indian
Express, “a completely innocent
actis being politicised.”“Thisis so,
so sad that he is bringing up such
anissue. Because of my health is-
sues, my immunity is weak, my

Chandigarh Mayor

PSO always sanitises the mic
whenlam not wearing the mask.
They generally sanitise it. Just be-
cause of the elections, a com-
pletely innocent act is being politi-
cised. it is purely because of my
healthissues,” Kher said. "And be-
fore my address, a lady an-
nounced about me and gave a
brief introduction after which I
went to speak. So it was not after
him but after the announcer that
my PSO sanitised the mic.”
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KOTA ELECTRECUTION

Another child dies,
grandfather gets
parole for last rites

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOTA,MARCH 13

A SEVEN-YEAR-OLD boy who
was among the 20 persons who
got electrocuted during a ‘Shiv
Barat’ procession here last week
has succumbed to burninjuries,
police said on Wednesday.

The boy, Saman, breathed his
last on Tuesday night at MBS
hospital here, taking the toll in
the incident to two, they said.

Saman’s grandfather who is
lodged in jail in connection with
the incident was brought out for
afew hours on parole for the last
rites on Wednesday, they added.

Eighteen children and two
other participants of the 'Shiv
Barat' procession on the occasion
of Mahashivratri on March 8 suf-
fered burninjuries after electro-
cution from a high-tension
power line passing overhead in
the Sakatpura area. Badrilal, who
is one of the three organisers
booked in connection with the
incident and lodged injail, is the
grandfather of Saman.

The firstdeath in the incident
was reported on Sunday when
13-year-old Shugan died at
Jaipur's SMS Hospital.

10.5-FEET HANDWRITTEN (QURAN

A10.5-feet handwritten Quran at the ‘Rang Utsav’ in Jaipur on Wednesday. Rohit Jain Paras

Former Cong govt put power
companies in debt: CM Sharma

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR,MARCH 13

RAJASTHAN CHIEF Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma on
Wednesday accused the former
Congress government of putting
the power companies in debt.
He said that whenever the

Rajasthan: BSP names 2
candidates for LS polls

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, MARCH 13

THE BAHUJAN Samaj Party (BSP)
Wednesday announced its first
list of candidates for the Lok
Sabhaelections from Rajasthan,
fielding Fazal Hussain from
Alwar and Dev Karan Nayak
from Sri Ganganagar (SC seat).

Fazal Hussain had unsuccess-
fully contested from Alwar’s
Tijara Assembly seatin 2008 and
2013 on a BSP ticket and then in
2018 as an Independent.

He is the son of two-term
Congress MLA and former min-
ister Tayyab Hussain
Chaudhary.

Chaudhary was elected to
the Assembly in 1993 and 1998
from Kaman seat in Bharatpur
and held various portfolios as a

3 of family killed
in road accident
in Sanchore

Jaipur: A 35-year-old man, his
minor son and another member
of their family died in a collision
between a car and a trolley in
Rajasthan's Sanchore district, po-
lice said on Wednesday.

Police Sub-Inspector Ganga
Prasad said the car rammed into
the trolley from behind on
National Highway 68 near the
Karola crossing late Tuesday
night. The deceased were identi-
fied as Omprakash Vishnoi, his
son Anil Vishnoi (12) and
nephew Naresh Vishnoi (10), all
residents of Dedwa village.

Chief Minister Bhajanlal
Sharma condoled the loss of lives
in the accident. The police officer
said the bodies were handed over
to the family nd a case was regis-
tered against the trolley driver. PTI
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minister in the Ashok Gehlot
government between 1998 and
2003, including Agriculture and
Health.

BSP officials said Dev Karan
Nayak is a Dalit leader from Sri
Ganganagar.

Talking to The Indian Express,
BSP Rajasthan state president
Bhagwan Das Baba said, “BJPand
Congress always give ticketstoa
Meghwal candidate from Sri
Ganganagar. So, we have de-
cided to go for a non-Meghwal
candidate. In Alwar, our candi-
date is strong with a good polit-
ical career. Our next list will be
released soon.”

In 2019, the BSP candidate
Imran Khan had polled just 4.47
per cent of the total votes in
Alwar, with BJP’s Mahant Balak
Nath cornering 59.93 per cent of
the total votes.

Congress government came to
power in Rajasthan, it worked to
put the power companies in
debt. Sharma said that the
Congress had incurred a loss of
Rs 65,000 crore on the power
companies in Rajasthan be-

this deficitincreased by one and
a half times to Rs 90,000 crore,
he added.

The chief minister was ad-
dressing the PM Kusum Solar
Pump Plant Approval Letter dis-
tribution ceremony organised at

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR,MARCH 13

THREE NEW tiger cubs have
been spotted in Sariska Tiger
Reserve in Rajasthan's Alwar dis-
trict. The Reserve, which faced
an extinction of tigers in 2005,
now has a population of 25 adult
tigers and eight cubs.

Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma shared the information
on X, bringing cheer to conser-
vationists and wildlife enthusi-
asts. "Tigress ST 12 has been cap-
tured on camera with three new
cubs in the Tal Vriksh range of
Sariska Tiger Reserve. With this
the total number of tigers in
Sariska is 25 adults and 8 cubs,”

-1 :""'.'-h:"'tli; R :I * 1-'
Sariska Tiger Reserve, which faced an extinction of tigers in
2005, now has 25 adult tigers and eight cubs. @Sanjay4india1/x

Sariska

he said. The chief minister
stressed that the "existence of
tigers, a unique heritage of na-
ture, is extremely important for
the ecosystem". "Our govern-
ment is committed to the con-
servationand promotion of the
'national animal' tiger, a symbol
of strength and beauty," he said.
Torevive the tiger population
in Sariska, a rehabilitation pro-
gramme was started in 2008 by
bringing two tigers from
Ranthambore National Park in
Sawai Madhopur district.
Sariska Sanctuary is spread over
1213.34 square kilometresin the
Aravalli Hills. Apart from tigers,
there is a large population of
leopards, sambar, chital, nilgai,
langur and other animals.

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Corpormte Office: A-11, Sector-24, Nolda=-201307
Phone - 0T20-2512298, 2012445 | Fax: 0720-2012278

25 e

tween 2008 and 2013. the  State  Agricultural
And whenthe Congressgov- Management Institute,
ernment came again in 2018, Durgapura, Jaipur.

Refl No - NFL/FPS/Agre Chem/ Tolling/ 2024701 Date: 14.03.2024

e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Applications are invited from the prospective bidders for
Empanelment of tolling units for supply of &gro Chemicals under
Tolling Arrangement for further Marketing in différent States. For
details visit website: hitps:yfetenders.govin/eprocurelapp [e-
tendering) & www nationalfertilizers.com (Homepags), E-Tender na
2024 NFL_ 190900 1. Last date of Application submission/date of
Dpening of Application document is - 15,30 Hrs on 02.04.2024/
1530 Hrs on 03.04,2024, Any Corrigendum (5) Lo this Lender shall

be published only omour websites.

BANGALORE MEDICAL COLLEGE & RESEARCH INSTITUTE

{An Autonomous Instifute of Govt. of Kamataka)

Hengaluru - 3b000L Tele

E«madl: direstar & i

Dated: 12-03-2024

Dr. 5PM International Institute of Information

Technology - Naya Raipur (IIIT-NR)
Sector-24, Mava Raipur, Atal Nagar - 493661 {Chhattisgarh)

Recruitment Notice for Faculty Posts and Registrar
Dr. 5.P. Mukherjes WIT-Naya Raipur invites applications from afigible

MNo: BMCRIID&C/03&04/2023-24 candidates for the following faculty and non-facuity positions in

E-TENDER NOTIFICATION continuation with its advertisement datad 07 02,2024 and 15.02, 2024 -

!ﬂ: Hml;:ﬂ:; No Details 4 Ralling advertisement lor recruitment to facully posts of
: == : ' p faceny
BMCRIDACIO3! | Tender are invited for the Purchass of Drugs Professor, Associate Protessor, and Assistant Professor.

1 2023-24,
Dated: 12-03-2024

to Teaching Hospitals of Bangalore. Medical
College and Fesearch Institute, Bengaleru.

Tender are invited for the Purchase of
Consumabées and Chamicals to. Teaching
Hospitals of Bangalore Medical Collegs
and Rezearch Inslitute, Bengakuru.

Tendar details, EML details and other related details can be viewed,
downicaded and applied only through the e-Procurement mode anly,
Website: hitps://www.kppp.kamataka.gov.in. Interested tendenzrs
have o register in the e-Procurement poral, details of which can be
viewed in the said websile.

1) Commencemant date for Upicading of Tenders: 15-03-2024,
2) Diale of Pre Bid Meeting: 22-03-2024. 3) Last Date for Uploading
the Tenders: 15-04-2024 before 4.30 PM. 4) Date of Opening of
Tender Technical Bid: 17-04-2024 at 2.30 PM.

For further datails contact Director cum Dean, Bangalore Medical
College and Research Institute, Bengaluru. Sd/- Divactor cum Dean,

BEMCRI, Bengaluru.

BMCRID&CR
2 2023-24,
Dated: 12-03-2024

CAPRICP A3 A dwa U I02 3-74

g | Recrultmentto the post of Registrar on deputation basis

Last date of receipt of application is 01.04.2024. For details and updates
pieasa visit the website of 1T-Nayva Raipur hitps://www. liitnr.ac.in,

L

Registrar (I/c)

i
s s |

i

Government of Maharashtra

Swachh Maharashtra Mission (U)

Urban Development Department
4th Floor, Apeejay House, Dinshaw Vacha Rd, Churchgate, Mumbai, Maharashtra - 400020

Adyv. No.: SMM/Adv/327/2024

Name of RFPs

DGIPR/2023-24/9859

Procurement of Vehicle Mounted Mechanical] SMM/MRS/ |
Road Sweeper Under Solid Waste Management
for ULBs in the Maharashtra State.

) Date : 13.03.2024
Tender Notice

Mission Directorate, Swachh Maharashtra Mission invites online tenders from reputed and experienced firms to
participate in bidding for the below-mentioned RFPs.

RFPNo. | Estimated = Bid Costof | Period of |
Project Cost Security | Document A Completion
INR INR  |INR 10,000/- Six (6)
326/2024- 68.20 Cr.  34,00,000/-| (Inclusive of | Months
13.03.2024 GST)

The complete bidding process will be online (e-tendering). Tender documents can be downloaded from the website
http://mahatenders.gov.in from 13.03.2024 17.00 hrs. Bids can be submitted online in the e-tendering portal
www.mahatenders.gov.in on or before 15.00 hrs on 04.04.2024 and will be publicly opened on 05.04.2024. All the
notifications regarding this tender notice hereafter will be published online on the website http://mahatenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Mission Directorate,
Maharashtra Urban Development Mission,
Swachh Maharashtra Mission

CH. CHARAN SINGH UNIVERSITY, MEERUT
(NAAC ACCREDITED with A+ + Grade)

RECRUITMENT NOTICE

Online applications are invited from efigible candidates (As
per UGC notification 18 July 20118 and subsequent UP Government
order no. 1190/mmr-1-2019-16(114)/2010 dated 15 October
2019 and first Statutes of University as amended from time to ime;)
for appointment Inthe various departments in the University
Online submission of application start from 06.03.2024 to
06.04.2024
Last date of submission of the printout of online filled form
(downloaded)is 12.04.2024.

Link for the form and ofher details: hitp://www.
cocsuniversity.ac.in/cesu/recruitment in for further details and

eligiblity conditions. Registrar

l TATA POWER DELHI DISTRIBUTION LIMITED
R Ty oy - Pl &7 Al o | Tl R B I

TATA POWER-Dp Reg:

TATA Power-DDL invites tenders as per folowing detalls:

Estimated | Avallability | LastUale & Tima

Tender Enquiny Na. CostEMD |  oFBid W of Bid Submission/
Wark Descriplon {Rs) | Docament Date and time of
Opening of bids

TPODLENGGEENG 200001648 123-24

Microsoll EA Renwwal B 2425

. e |04:04.2024 1600 Hrs
4 Cr 4032024 | 4 04 2024 1650 Hrs

EDTPE‘:E tanoar apd comn genoum dacumens & avatatle an our
wabaha www. sk power-ddl.com —-Vender Jone — Tender | Cafmgandiem Dodumants

adani

Capital

Adani Capital Private Limited

Registered Office : Adani House, 56, Shrimali Society, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad 380 009, Gujarat, India
Corporate Office : 1004/5, 10th Floor, C-Wing, One BKC, C-66, G- Block, Bandra Kurla Complex,
Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051. Maharashtra, India,

CIN: U65990GJ2016PTC093692, Website : www.adanicapital.in

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES)

Whereas the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Adani Capital Private Ltd. under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets & in compliance of Rule 8(1) of Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of
powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued demand notice/s
on the date mentioned against each account calling upon the respective borrower/s to repay the amount as mentioned against
each accountwithin 60 days from the date of notice(s)/date of receipt of the said notice/s.

The borrower/s having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower/s and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken possession of the property/ies described herein below in exercise powers conferred on him/her under
Section 13(4) of the said Actread with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the dates mentioned against each account.

The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealing with the
property/ies will be subject to the charge of Adani Capital Private Ltd., for the amount and interest thereon as per loan agreement.

Contracts - M1-8611 1222

dleers

Krantiguru Shyamji Krishna Verma

KACHCHH UNIVERSITY

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
FOR SELECTION OF CONTRACTOR FOR
UPGRADATION OF BIRTHING AID SYSTEM OF NORTH AND
SOUTH JETTY AT PETRONET LNG LIMITED, DAHEJ

Interested parties are requested to visit our website www.petroneting.in for
detailed eligibility criteria along with other necessary details for issuance of
Tender document.

Note: PLL reserves the right not to issue the tender document and / or accept or
reject any or all the bids at any stage of the process and/or modify the process
without assigning any reasons on its sole discretion. No separate notification shall
be issued in press. Bidders are requested to visit the website regularly to keep
themselves updated.
Manager (C&P)
PETRONET LNG LIMITED
GIDC Industrial Estate, Plot No. 7/A, Dahej, Taluka Vagra,
Distt. Bharuch 392130, Dahej, Gujarat, Tel No: 02641-670232/233/235/231
E-mail id:- cnpdahej@petroneting.in, sumitkumar@petroneting.in

Corporate Identification Number; L40101DLIS75GOI00TIEE
Regd. Office; NTPL Bhawan, Core-7, SCOPE Complax
7, Institutional Area;, Lodi Road, New Delhl -110003
Tel.: 011-24367072, Fax No.: 011-24361018
Email: isd@nipc.co.in, Website: www.ntpc,co.in

ATTENTION VALUED DEBENTURE HOLDERS
OF NTPC LTD.

Pursuant to Seclion 125 of the Companias Acl, 2013 (the Act) read
with Regulation 614 of Securifies and Exchange Board of India
{Listing Chabigations and Disclosure Hequiremeants] Regulations,
2015 (the Regulations), the Company is required o fransfer the
amount of unpaid: Interesl which remains unclaimed lor a period of
gseven (T vears from the date of transfer to the escrow account to
the credit of the Investar Education and Protection Fund (Fund)
setup by the Central Govemment,

The 27 interest after the allotrrent of Bonus Debenture was paid in
March 2017, As per section 125 of the Act  read with Regulation
814 of the Regulations, the interest on Bonus Debeniures paid in
March 2017 which remains unclaimed for-a pericd of saven {7)
yvears from the date of transfer to the escrow account shall be
ransfarred o the Fund. As perthe provsions of the Act, the unpaid
and unclaimed amounts of aforesaid intersst would be due for
transfer o Fund on 26.03. 2024,

Investors may pleasa nofe thal if any amaunl is ransferrad 1o the
Fund, then the same has to be claimed from fnvestior Education
and Protectan Fund Authority’ following the refund procedura a3
provided under IEPF Rules, 2016, To avold the inconvenience of
clairming tha refund fram TInvestor Education and Prodactan Fund
Authonty’, Debenture  holders who have not encashed their
intarast warrant{s) claimad’ received tha 2™ interest paid for the
financial year 2076-17 paid in March 2017, may lodge thedir claim
with the RTA La. KFin Technologes Lid. (RTA for Tax-frea Bonds
and Bond Debentures) (Unit; NTPC Lid. Bonus Debenifures)-at
Salenium Tower B, Piol number 11-32, Gachlbowli, Financial
Diztric, Manakramguda, Hyderabad - 500032 Tel.: (M1}
67162222 and Email: alnward_elsi@kfintech.com or with the
Invesiors Senvice Depariment, NTPE Lid: atthe address indicated
above, Debenture holders may kindly ensure that the claim,
if any, shall be received by the RTA | NTPC Ltd. on or before
26.03.2024 to ensure that the amount is not transferred
to the Fumnd.

Debenture holderis) may refer to "IEPF Details” under the
Investors” Section of the website: wwwi.ntpe.co.in for furlher
information with respact to unclaimed! unpaid interest,
subsequent due dates of transfer of unpaid! unclaimed interastio
|EPF are as under:-

| Financial Year | Nature of Payment | Due date for transfer
toiEPT
2017-18 3_Interest £2.03.2025
2018-19 4" Interest 24.03.2026
2018-20 8" Interest 24 03 2027

NTPC Lid, had issued its Bonus Debentunes in March 2015 and as
on data, certain Debentures are lyving unclaimed. Investors are
atso requasted to check the details of such Debentures under
"Imvestors” Section of ihe website; www.nipc.co.in and odge the
claim with the RTA / Company at the address Indicated above.
Investors may also nate thal Saction 125 of the Acl reguires
a company fo transfer all matured debenturas with the company
in the name of 'Fund” which remains unpaid and unclaimed for
a continuous period of 7 vears, Accordingly, all unclaimed

debentures will be lransferrad to the 'Fund' mesting the

Recruitment Notice

The borrowers' attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section (8) and (9) of Section13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to

July 2024

Last Date of Application
31/05/2024

For further details contact:

redeemthe secured assets.
Sr. Loan A/C No.

No.| Old Loan A/C No.

1 | 106MSMO001067447 | Vijay Kumar Solanki/Neeta
Banjara/Roopa Ram

Name of the Borrower/
Co Borrower/ Guarantor

Demand Notice
date & Amount
11-Aug-23 Rs. 3627860
As on date 09-Aug-23

Symbolic/ Physical
Possession on

07-March-2024
Physical Possession

Krantiguru Shyamji Krishna Vierma Kachchh University invites
Applications’ for the regular Teaching posts in various
departments of different faculties as per the LGC
REGULATIONS 2018, and Registrar as per UGC, GoG and THE

aforasaid crilaria,

Debenture holder(s) are requested to keep their email
I and other relevant detalls updated with their Depository
Participant (DP), in case of bonds held in dematerialized
form and with the Company/RTA, in case of bonds held in

GUIARAT PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES ACT, 2023, For more details
please login to the University website

http:/ fwww. kskvku.ac.in Application should reached on ar
before 10/04/2024 by personally/RPAD.

Date : 08-03-2024

Bhaikaka University, Karamsad,
Dist. Anand, Gujarat - 388 325
Phone: (02692) - 228748
info@bhaikakauniv.edu.in
phdprogram@bhaikakauniv.edu.in
www.bhaikakauniv.edu.in

Mortgage Property address: All that piece or parcel of Land along with structure standing there on being Patta No. physical foarm,
12/1985 Dt. 20-12-1985 of Plot at Bhatwara Khudala Falna The Bali Distt Pali Bounded as East - Aam Rasta, West -

Laxman Now Kanya Devi, North - Bhima Rawat Bhat Now Mohan Das Vaishnav, South - Choga S/O Khima Bhat

Date :14.03.2024 For Adani Capital Pvt. Ltd.
Place : Rajasthan Sd/-

Authorised Officer

For and on bahall of NTPC Lid.

Sdi-

1Rty Arora)

Company Sacretary & Complance Officer
M.Mao. - FS270

Data: 13,03 2024
Flace; Mew Delhi

¢
REGISTRAR |
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KIDNEY
DAY

urturing Kidney Health with Passion

Don’t take your kidneys to heaven, we need them here!

How grim is the incidence of kidney diseases
in India and how much of it is triggered by
diabetes?

The burden of kidney diseases can be gauged from the
fact that one in every ten persons have chronic kidney
disease and nearly 2 lac to 2.5 lac new kidney patients
are added every year, Out of which, only 10,000 kidney
transplants are done every year, and only 8000 are on
peritoneal dialysis, L.e. home dialysis, while 50,000 pa-
tients are on hemodialysis throughout the country, fa-
cility for which is available only in Tier 1 and Tier ||
cities,

The situation is so grave that oene out of ten is a dia-
betic patient in India. About 15.3% are pre-diabetic
incidence which is found more in urban areas of India
and one in three is hypertensive, In fact, more than
60% of kidney patients are due to diabetes and hy-
pertension. Diabetes is the main cause of kidney dis-
ease, which has spread rampantly both, in the urban
and rural population of our country. The other cause
an infection, nephritis and renal stones.

What are the factors leading to increase in
diabetic kidney cases?

Diabetes is preventable, except hereditary. Shockingly
even those who do not have family history are turning
diabetic in large numbers. That the rural population is
largely spared from the impact of diabetes becauwse of
a healthier lifestyle and cleaner environment, is only a
friyth.

Itis also attributed that poor lifestyle increases dia-
betes consequently raising incidence of kidney dis-
pase, Reasons being adulterated and junk food with
high sodium and preservative content. Even metabolic
syndrome, childhood obesity, weight gain, cancer,

Dr. (Prof.) A.K. Bhalla was born and
brought up in Himachal Pradesh, after
finishing his high School, he joined Govt.
Medical College, Amritsar for MBBS and then
PGI Chandigarh for MD ( Medicine) and DM
(Nephrology). He is also Board certified by
National Board.

Amongst India’s luminaries of the medical
fraternity, Dr. (Prof.) A.K. Bhalla,
Hony. Secretary, Board of Management,
Chairman and HOD, Department of
Nephrology. Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, has been
honoured with the prestigious Padma Shri
Award for his pioneering work in peritoneal
dialysis, apart from several other
recognitions. The World Kidney Day, is held
every year on 2nd Thursday in the month of

neura problem, diabetes, all non-communicable dis-
eases lead to kidney problems. Also, underweight and
immature babies with underdeveloped kidneys, given
birth by malnourished mathers in all probability are
prone to develop kidney disease.

In north India, particulary, in Haryana and Punjab, in-
cidence of renal stones is very high due to polluted un-
derground water, while in villages, kidney incidence
also occur due to malaria, infections, leptospirosis, and
snake bite.

How critical is the Chronic Kidney Disease
(CKD) situation and what is the survival rate?
Asilent killer, CKD escapes detection of symptoms that
could raise the red flag. Majority of the patients come
to us in advanced stage ||| and beyond where 70%
kidney are damaged already. Therefore, it is es-
sential that those with family history of _—
CKD and diabetes should get reqular
check-ups done to diagnose them at
early age. :

The body has two delicate kid- |
neys situated in the lower back on |
sides of spine in lumbar region and
back. But the only consolation is that
you can live a normal life with one kid- ™.
ney even if the other is damaged, degen-
erated, donated or born with one.

In 1: 1500 people there is an incidence of
single kidney since birth.

The Various stages of Chronic Kidney Dis-
ease

Stagel - S0 mifminute
Stage |l g 60—90
Stage - 30-60
Stage IV - 15-30
StageV . <15

The last two stages are critical stages and terminal,
when nothing much can be done other than recom-
mending kidney transplant or diabysis.

Why is kidney transplant the best therapy in
the event of the organ’s failure?
Kidney transplant and that too, preferably from a ca-
daver donor, is the best option because it improves the
quality of life considerably and you don't reguire living
donor. But sadly, in India, only 2-3 percent cadaver do-
nations take place because of lack of awareness and
cultural, sacial taboos, hindering the efforts. Unlike, in
the West and South India, which has a more robust
cadaver donation programme, the northern states of
our country lag behind. India unfortunately has high
number of road accidents. If the kidneys of brain dead
victims can be grafted and transplanted in a patient
with the consent of the family as per rules, we could
save many precious lives, who die for want of a kid-
ney. We should aim to take the conversation to the
drawing rooms of homes and public discourse.

In living donation any close blood relation can do-
nate their kidney to the patient. Of late even the in-
laws have been included for instance, daughter-in-law,

MAIN FUNCTIONS OF KIDNEY

m Removes toxin and excess of water
(urea, creatinine) from the body.

m Controls blood pressure

m To produce RBC — control Hb

m Keeps your bones healthy

m Maintains mineral and molecule Acid /
Alkali Balance, Sodium, Potassium,
Anemia balance.

March. The theme for 2024 is Kidney Health
for all, Advancing equitable and Access to Care
& Optimal Medication Practice. He covers a
wide gamut about the scenario of kidney
diseases affecting the Indian population.

son-in-law, father-in-taw, mother-in-law etc., can do-
nate their kidney. If the patient does not have a
~——.__ family then under new HOTA guidelines,
N . Kidney can even be from unrelated
%, tdonor on emational grounds, The

Y voluntary donor and the receiver,

| both have to undergo stringent ad-

| herences o rule out any financial

| || / transactions.

A After Kidney Transplant, immedi-
.~ ate results give 98-99 percent, one
" year survival is 93-95 percent, five year
survival is about 60 percent and 40-50 per cent
patients sunvive to 10-15 years. In contrast, on dialysis
only 50 percent patients survive for two years and very
fewr patients survive beyond 10 years. The youngest
patient to be operated by us was 4-5 years and the
oldest 75 years old, which is the upper permissible
flimit. For children, we recommend peritoneal dialysis
usually as a method for Renal Replacement Therapy
till they are 5 years old or above,

What are the types of kidney failure, diagno-
sis and recovery chances?

Acute Kidney Injury and Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD)
are the two types of kidney disease. While the former is
reversible, because it's caused by injury, which as it
heals, the kidney too recovers, The factors leading to
acute kidney condition are toxic drugs, heavy metals,
drugs, poisening, obstruction like stone, and very high
blood pressure, diarrhoea, vomiting, burns etc,

In CKD the disease develops over a period of 3
months or more and is caused by diabetes, hyperten-
sion, infections, primary glomerulonephritis and Re-
nal Calculus disease, hereditary disease, obstruction
and malignancies. Urine output usually remains nonmal
and symptoms do not appear till 60 - 70% kidney
damage has occumed.

Simple tests such as CBC, Urine Routine, Protein,
RBC, WBC, eGFR, ACR, Creatinine, Ultrasound for Kid-
mey Size, CT abdomen and Kidney Biopsy can diag-
nose Kidney disease,

What are the various signs and symptoms of
CKD, and how can it be managed?
CED usually passes off as insignificant discomfitures of
daily life-and hence deceptive. Only after the kidney
damage is at stage 4 or 5 that the symptoms become
visible,

The signs and symptoms of chronic Kidney
Disease are-
W Urine cutput mainly usually remain normal
W Macturia
m Polyuria
mKidneys are damaged
m Mausea
m Vomiting
m Burmn in urine
m Pusin Urine
mBlood in Urine

m Loss of Appellate

mWeakness

mWeight loss

m Fatigability

W Insomnia

mltching

mDrowsiness

mSwelling foot and face

m Hypertension

m Pallor — Anemia

W Reduced Exercise capacity

m MNew onset heart failure

m Restless leg syndrome

Treatment of Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD)
m To slow down the progression of CKD
m Treatment of complications

WACE Inhibitors

mARBs

mSGL2 Inhibitors

mKetoAnalogs

m Sodabicarb Therapy

mLow Protein Diet

m Management of anemia and mineral bone disease,

What are the various types of Renal Replace-
ment Therapy, and their survival rate?
The three most common and available therapies are
namely-
m Hemodialysis
m Peritoneal dialysis
m Renal Transplantation

While hemodialysis is center-based, were the pa-
tient has to visit the hospital minimum twice a week for
dialysis, peritoneal dialysis contrastingly is home-
based and can be managed by the family or healthy pa-
tients themselves.

The survival rate of hemodialysis are as follows:
m5-10years on HD
m20-30% of ESRD on HD
m Die within 2 years
mKidney Transplant 16-20 years

You are also an expert is ABO in-compatible
kidney transplant. Could you share about this
intervention?

It was in 2012, that we did the first ABO incom-
patible kidney Transplant in SGRH. But now we
have a technigue which was developed first in
Japan followed by the US and Europe. India was
|ate to start because we did not have the filter and
we introduced the technique of Japanese filter in
India. We removed the antibodies of the donor
with the help of the special imported filter fol-
lowed by plasma exchange and then carried out
the transplant that works as well even in an in-
compatible patient. Today, we have 12 years of
follow up with us, and till date, we have done al-
maost 350 ABO incompatible transplants. We con-
sider this as a big leap forward. Now about 20% of
our recipients are ABO incompatible.,

How are advanced technology such as Al
proving to be an asset to your spedalty?
The use of Al in nephrology is best suited as:
mPrediction Tool for diseases.
mDiagnostic Toal
m Matching for Renal Transplant

Key-hole surgeries using laparoscopy or robot are
now common in kidney operation for their metsculous
precision causing minimal injury to the tissues, espe-
cially of the donor, which is a bigger challenge than the
recipient. The future is all about genetic engineering
where any defect can be corrected at source,

As President of the Indian Society for
Nephrology (ISN), what role are you playing
at the policy level with the government and
spreading awareness in the public?

A disturbing trend that concemns me is gender inequal-
ity of donors, of which 80 percent are women. This is a
subject of serious discussion at the national and society
level. Mostly, mothers are the first to come forward to
donate a kidney, followed by wives and lastly sisters.
Yet, women are discnminated despite their sacrifices
with dialysis mostly being denied to them as it incurs a
cost of Rs 20-25 thousand per month. Comparatively
men get preferential treatment among whom CKD is
higher than women, Because of our efforts with Min-
istry of Health and various Government Agencies, our
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi launched
Pradhan Mantri National Dialysis Programme (PM-
NDP) on 7th April, 2016 as a part of National Health
Mission to provide Hemodialysis to poor and needy
patients. This covers all the 740 districts in the country,
where every government district hospital has a mini-
mum 5 dialysis machines, and trained staff. In 2018,
peritoneal dialysis was also included in this pro-
gramme.

Anather concern is that there are only 2500 qual-
fied Mephrologists in India and they practice mainly
in metro cites, creating a wide gap. The reason being
that the specialty was introduced late, in 1971, by my
mentor, the legendary Dr (Prof.) K.5. Chugh, who is
known as the 'Father of Nephrology' in India at PGI
Chandigarh and initially there were few DM (Nephrol-
ogy) seats in the country, but now with DNB pro-
gramme about 250 Nephrologists are being trained
in ayear, We have to also involve general physicians in
management of these patients. Indian Society for
Mephrology {I5N) has started screening and early detec-
tion of Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) by general Physi-
cians at their clinics by providing a simple kit to test
for urinary ACR in addition to sugar monitoring and
BP recording,

As a leading Nephrologist, what is your
strategy for controlling CKD?

The strategy must be a wide screening programme
and early detection of kidney diseases in the general
population. Considering the population that we have
scregning everyone is practically daunting and impos-

sible. My suggestion is that atleast diabetes patients
and hypertensive patients and those having family his-
tory of CKD should be screened. Also, every hyperten-
sive person including children and those with renal
stones should be screened for CKD. Those involved in
hazardous occupation where there is exposure to
heavy metals, chemicals, toxic gases or highly corrosive
substance should also be screenad, A mistake that
many people do is pill-popping pain killers purchased
at a chemist without consulting the doctor, It can result
in severe consequences including kidney failure. Once
the kidney is damaged the only treatment options
available are dialysis and transplant.

What is your mantra for ensuring kidney
health?
The 8 Golden Rules for Healthy Kidneys are ;

mEeep fit - be active —ideal BW

mEat a healthy diet

mCheck & Control Blood Sugar

m Check & control BP

m Take appropriate fluid intake

mDo not smoke

m Don't take over the counter NSAIDs Pain Killers reg-
ularly

mAlso, get your kidney checked if you have one or
more the high risk factors

e Diabetes @ Hypertension e Obese

o Family history of Kidney disease.

Could you share about your pioneering work
and other achievements of your department
at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital?

Dr. 0.5, Rana, Founder of Department of Nephrology
at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, New Delhi started the De-
partment on 1981 and it was the first Dialysis facility in
private set-up in New Delhi. He was pioneer instarting
Vascular Access (AV Stunt & AV Fistula) by Nephrolo-
gist. | joinad Department in 1987 and learnt access
technique under his mentorship.

We started peritoneal dialysis innorth India in 1988
and since then our centre has done maximum CAPD
catheter insertions and about 4000 patients were put
on peritoneal dialysis. The Nephrology Department of
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, one of the largest private set-
up in the country, for AV fistula vascular access interven-
tion. Also, we were first to start ABQ incompatible Kid-
ney transplantin the country and have done over 300
ABOI Kidney Transplants till date. Our centre is now
recognized for Fellowship for Interventional Nephrol-
ogy by ISN. We have started the first Spouse Kidney
Transplant, Swap donations and Renal Transplant in
HBsAg +ve patients, at our Centre,

Qur Centre is also recognized for DNEB Training in
Nephrology by National Board, We have 5 seats per
year in Nephrology. So far, we have trained more than
90 Mephrologists from our Cendre.

We are excited about the important research pro-
jects being done at our department in collaboration
with various global partners, My favourite project using
Autologous Stem Cells in slowing the progression of
Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) in the pipeline and it
will be a major break through in Nephrology, Wearable
kidney (implantable artificial kidney) is being devel-
oped by an Indian doctor in the US, which is expected to
launch in next five years. WAK (Wearable Artificial
Kidney) achieve a PD based therapy and is being used
clinically in USA,
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Boundary issue with India does not
represent entirety of ties, says China

An early settlement of situation on China-India border serves common interests of both: Wang

Rajasthan,
Punjab farmers
up in arms over
proposal to close

Sirhind feeder
for canal work

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA,MARCH 13

FARMERS OF Punjab and
Rajasthan are up in arms over
the possible water crisis in the
near foreseeable future as a fall-
out of the Punjab canal irrigation
department's proposal to tem-
porarily close the Sirhind feeder
(Mallanwala area in Ferozepur)
to carry out relining work in the
canal.

The Sirhind feeder canal
(originating from Ropar area)
will have to be emptied for the
relining work - which means the
Punjab farmers depending on
this canal water for irrigation
and other agriculture purposes
will be in deep water. Not only
this, because of the relining
work, water supply in the two
canals running adjacent to
Sirhind feeder - Bhakra canal
and Indira Gandhi canal - is
likely to be reduced by the
Punjab canal irrigation depart-
ment to maintain the water
pressure, as otherwise it can
cause breach of either canal. The
water from the two canals -
Bhakra canal and Indira Gandhi
canal -is used by Rajasthan,and
apprehending its (water) possi-
ble reduction from March 15 is
giving the Rajasthan farmers
anxious moments.

Punjab canal irrigation de-
partment has proposed to tem-
porarily close the Sirhind feeder
canal from March 15.

Sources revealed that talks
were going on to reduce the flow
of water in Indira Gandhi canal
and Bhakra canal till March 31,
instead of closing them com-
pletely. Accordingly, some ad-
justment will be made to give
water to Rajasthan farmers for
irrigation purposes.

Following this temporary
arrangement, dharna of farmers
was lifted from Hanumangarh at
about 9pm on Wednesday.

In April 2022 a breach had
occurred 2-3 times in Sirhind
feeder canal which was under-
going maintenance and the ad-
jacent Indira Gandhi canal was
flowing with full capacity, re-
vealed information.

“Normally water supply inall
the canals of Rajasthan coming
from Punjab is stopped tem-
porarily for 20 to 60 days for
maintenance of canals from
April 1 or March-end onwards,
but this closure may happen in
mid-March. This will affect the
wheat crop,” said Rajat Swami, a
BJP leader of Ganganagar.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BEIJING, MARCH 13

CHINA ON Wednesday said the
Sino-India boundary issue does
not represent the entirety of the
bilateral ties and called for en-
hancing mutual trust between
the two countries to "avoid mis-
understanding and misjudge-
ment". India has been maintain-
ing that its ties with China
cannot be normal unless there is
peace in the border areas.

Bilateral ties nosedived sig-
nificantly following the fierce
clash in the Galwan Valley in
June 2020 that marked the most
serious military conflict between
the two sides in more than four
decades.

Responding to questions on
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar's remarks this week
that the amassing of troops
along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) has "not served either of us

well", Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
said, the boundary issue should
be placed appropriately in the bi-
lateral ties. “China has stressed
multiple times that the bound-
ary question does not represent
the entirety of China-India rela-
tions, and it should be placed ap-
propriately in the bilateral rela-
tions and managed properly”,
Wang said. While responding to
aquery froma Chinese diplomat
at the 'Express Adda' on Monday,
Jaishankar said, I think itis in our
common interest that we should
not have that many forces on the
Line of Actual Control (LAC).

"Itis in our common interest
that we should observe the
agreements that we have signed.
And I believe thatitis notjustin
our common interest and itis in
China's interest as well.

This tension that we have
seen for the last four years has
not served either of us well,
Jaishankar said.

SC TOHEAR SUIT ON MARCH 21

Centre-Kerala talks
on borrowing limit
make no headway

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

WITHTHE Centre and Kerala gov-
ernment failing to reacha consen-
suson the state'sdemand toraise
the borrowing limit after Kerala
rejected Centre's offer for sanction
to borrow Rs 5,000 crore more as
aspecial case, the Supreme Court
Wednesday decided to hear the
state government's suit on the is-
sue on March 21.

Abench of Justices Surya Kant
and KV Viswanathan fixed the
date after the Centre sought toex-
plain “why any more additional
borrowing to Kerala in FY 2023-
24 is neither prudent nor in the
interest of the state government”.

“Rs 5,000 crore will not take
us anywhere, we need at least Rs
10,000 crore. They are saying this
on the assumption that the suitis
liable to be dismissed,” Senior ad-
vocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for
the ruling LDF government, said.

The SCTuesday had asked the
Centre to consider allowing the
state government a “one-time
package” in the present financial

year to help it tide over funds
shortage while the central gov-
ernment could simultaneously
impose more stringent condi-
tions for the next financial year.

On Wednesday, Additional
Solicitor General N Venkataraman
pointed out that in the financial
year 2023-24, Kerala had already
received consent for borrowing a
total of Rs 52,583 crore. He said
“based on the projected Gross
State Domestic Product for Kerala
for 2024-25, the net borrowing
ceiling of the state for the year
would come toRs 33,597 crore.”

He said after deductions,
Kerala will be left with the bor-
rowing space of only Rs 6,664
crore to meet its requirements
for first 9 months of 2024-25 if
its demand for sanction to bor-
row Rs 15,000 crore more this
fiscal is granted.

“Going by the expenditure
trend of Kerala, it will be ex-
tremely difficult for the state to
manage its finances... it would
not be able to manage in Rs 6,664
crore for the first 9 months... This
will trigger serious hardships for
the people of Kerala,” he said.

Wang, in his reply, said “Both
China and India believe that an
early settlement of the situation
on the China-India border serves
the common interests of both
countries”.

“We hope that the two sides
will follow the common under-
standings between the leaders
of the two countries and the
spirit of relevant agreements,
maintain  communication
through diplomatic and military
channels, and find a solution to
relevant border issues that can
be accepted by both sides at an
early date”, he said.

China hopes that India will
work in the same direction as
China and approach the bilateral
relations from a strategic height
and long-term perspective, he
said. “We should enhance mu-
tual trust and avoid misunder-
standing and misjudgement. We
should step up dialogue and co-
operation and avoid setting up
obstacles. We should handle dif-

ferences properly and avoid cre-
ating disputes. In this way, we
will bring the bilateral relations
to a sound and steady track of
development”, he said.

When pointed out that
Jaishankar's comments referred
to the resolution of the present
standoff in eastern Ladakh
where the two countries de-
ployed thousands of troops,
while China referred to the over-
all boundary issue, Wang said,
“The two things in nature are the
same.” He reiterated China's
hope that India can work with
China in the same direction, fol-
low the common understand-
ings reached by leaders of the
two countries as well as the spirit
of relevant agreements, main-
tain communication via diplo-
matic and military channels and
find amutually acceptable solu-
tion for relevant borderissues as
soon as possible.

The Indian and Chinese
troops are locked in a standoffin

certain friction points in eastern
Ladakh even as the two sides
completed disengagement from
several areas following extensive
diplomatic and military talks.

The eastern Ladakh border
standoff erupted on May 5, 2020,
following a violent clash in the
Pangong Tso (lake) area. The
eastern Ladakh standoff has re-
sulted in a freeze of bilateral ties
on all fronts except trade.

The two sides have so far held
21 rounds of corps command-
ers-level talks to resolve the
standoff. According to the
Chinese military, the two sides
so far agreed to disengage from
four points, namely the Galwan
Valley, the Pangong Lake, Hot
Springs, and Jianan Daban
(Gogra).Indiais pressing the PLA
to disengage from the Depsang
and Demchok, maintaining that
there cannot be restoration of
normalcy in its relations with
China as long as the state of the
borders remains abnormal.

CJI honours SC cook’s daughter
set to pursue masters in law in US

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

THERE WAS a surprise waiting
for Pragya Samal on Wednesday
as she walked up to the Supreme
Court where she has been work-
ing as aresearcher at the Centre
for Research and Planning (CRP).

Daughter of Promila Samal, a
home maker, and Ajay Kumar
Samal, a Supreme Court atten-
dant and a cook at the official
residence of one of the judges,
Pragya has received admission
offers for LLM programmes from
six western universities and also
secured scholarships from at
least two of them.

Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud and all other
judges of the court were waiting
in the judges' lounge to congrat-
ulate the 26-year-old who has
got admission offers from
Columbia Law School, Chicago
Law School, New York University,
University of Pennsylvania Carey
Law School, University of
California Berkeley School of Law
and the University of Michigan
Law School. Besides, she has se-
cured scholarships from Berkeley
and Michigan law schools.

“I'was just told to come with

Missing Kolkata businessman’s body found in sack

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,MARCH 13

THE BODY of a businessman who
had gone missing on Monday
was found underneath a water
tank on the outskirts of the city,
a police officer said on
Wednesday. The body of Bhavo
Lakhani (44), who lived in
Bhowanipore area, was found in
a jute sack beneath the water
tank at the residence of his busi-
ness partner, Anirban Gupta, on
Tuesday, the officer said. Gupta
and his accomplice, Suman Das,
were arrested in connection with
the murder, the officer added.
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, accompanied by
Kolkata Police Commissioner

Vineet Goyal, on Wednesday
met the family members of
Lakhani. After interacting with
Lakhani's wife and two sons,
Banerjee termed the crime as a
“planned murder” and said the
police would take stringent ac-
tion against the accused persons.

“I cut short my (Siliguri) visit
and came here after learning
about the murder. The man who
was killed was a simple person
who ran a pharmaceutical busi-
ness. His business partner called
him to his residence and merci-
lessly killed him,” said Banerjee.

She also said, “The family reg-
istered a missing complaint on
Monday evening. The police
made continuous efforts to solve
the case and arrested culprits.
have no words for the bereaved

family. It was a planned murder
and those who have committed
this are bigger criminals than the
usual definition of a criminal.”
Banerjee said considering its
gravity, the homicide section of
the Kolkata Police has taken over
the case from the Nimta police.
Kolkata Police Commissioner
Vineet Goyal said inquiries indi-
cated the accused had borrowed
a significant amount of money
from the deceased but failed to
repay it over an extended period.
Lakhani purportedly visited
Gupta'sresidence on Monday to
discuss “recovery of the money,”
but his phone became unreach-
able shortly afterwards, the offi-
cer said. In response to a query,
Goyal said it was still unclear
whether more than two persons

were present at the scene when
the murder occurred.

The body of Bhavo Lakhani,
who lived in the Bhowanipore
area (Mamata Banerjee’s con-
stituency), was found in a jute
sack beneath a water tank at
Gupta’s residence in Nimta,
North 24 Parganas district.
According to the police, the body
was found during a raid at
Gupta’s house, which was
prompted by suspicions from
neighbours who noticed “sud-
den” construction activities
around the tank on the terrace.

Following interrogation, both
Das and Gupta admitted to strik-
ing Lakhani on the head with a
cricket stump during a heated
argument and concealing the
body in a jute sack, police said.

DAY AFTER 10 GOT LIFE TERM FOR 2018 MURDER OF CATTLE TRADER IN HAPUR

“T'he wound can’t be healed but there’s some satisfaction... he has got justice’

DHEERAJMISHRA
HAPUR,MARCH 13

“WE REALISED yesterday that
the law is still alive.”

This is the only sliver of relief,
says Mohammad Saleem, 38, as
he answers the phone at his
home in Saddiqpura village of
Uttar Pradesh’s Hapur district on
Wednesday, a day after a local
court sentenced 10 people for life
for killing his brother Qasim, a
cattle trader, on suspicion of cow
slaughter six years ago.

Ever since the verdict came,
the phone hasbeenringinginces-
santly. And every time he speaks,
Saleem relives the pain of losing
his brother. “Iss bheed ne mere sar
ka saaya cheen liya... (That mob

snatched the only supportIhad)...
“Bahut tadpatadpa ke maara(they
tortured him to death),” he says.

Butamid all the grief, Saleem
says, the verdict has brought a
sense of relief to the family.

“Ittook a very long battle, but
we got justice. The whole family
is feeling better now... The mob
did whatever they wanted, but
later the police harassed us. They
wanted to end the case, but the
Supreme Court supported us,”
says Saleem.

On June 18, 2018, Qasim, 45,
was beaten to death and another
person, Samaydeen, 62, was seri-
ously injured by a mob, with a
video clip that surfaced later
showing Qasim lying in a field,
his clothes torn and bruises
across his body. Days after thein-

Mohammad Saleem, brother of Mohammed Qasim (right),
in Hapur district of Uttar Pradesh. Gajendra Yadav

cident, a photograph was circu-
lated on social media showing
Qasim being dragged by some
men, with three policemenin the
frame. The three policemen were
later sent to police lines, and the
state police issued an apology.
Months  later,  after
Samaydeen, the prime witness

inthe case, approached the apex
court, the Supreme Court asked
the Inspector General of Police,
Meerut range, to supervise the
probe. The 10 who have been
convicted have been named as
Maangeram, Karanpal, Rinku
Rana, Hari Om, Lalit, Rakesh,
Manish, Yudhishtir, Sonu Rana
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Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud talks to the Pragya’s
father Ajay Kumar Samal who works as a cook in Supreme
Court. Her mother is also present. P11

my parents. I was told that the CJI
wants tomeet. WhenIwent there,
it was a surprise to me. All the
judges were there in the corridor.
Itwas notjust the (JI, all the judges
were there,” she told The Indian
Express. “I met them around 9.50
am, just before the court hours.
The (I felicitated my parents, gave
me three books, of which one was
signed by all judges. It was my
privilege and I felt really honoured.
Everybody congratulated me.
Asked me which law school I will
choose,” she said.

Samal said getting to meet
the CJI “was a huge thing for me”.

“Being a law student, I have
always read his judgments. Not
many law students get the
chance to work for him, right?
For the legal field, especially un-
der him. It’s big,” she said.

After graduating in law from
AMITY University in 2021, Samal
worked as a judicial clerk with
an SC judge, since retired, and
joined CPR in February 2023.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Racially abused and
assaulted in Kerala:
Ivory Coast footballer

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 13

AFOOTBALLER from Ivory Coast
has alleged that he was sub-
jected toamob attack and racial
slurs at a football ground in
Kerala’s Malappuram district.
Dairrassouba Hassane Junior,
in his complaint to the local police,
said he was stoned to the ground
and assaulted by a group of audi-
ence who racially abused him.
Hassane Junior was hired by
the football club Jawahar Mavoor
toplay sevens football, a variation
of the game with seven players
on each side. However, the al-
leged attack happened on March
10when the player from the West
African country went to play a
five-a-side match near Areekode.
In his complaint to the
Malappuram district police chief,
Hassane said, "Our team got a cor-
ner kick when my team was lead-
ing by a goal. | went near the cor-
ner flag for taking the kick,and the
natives and the audience called
me amonkey. One among the au-
dience threw a stone at me and it
hit my head. When I turned back,

two more stones were hurled at
me and they started screaming at
me. Those people who threw
stones at me were saying f**k
African monkey, black cat.”

"Inorder to save my life, [ ran
away. The supporters and those
belonging to the opposite team
hurled stones at me. They hit me
brutally. I escaped after support-
ers of my team intervened and
stopped them,” he said in the
complaint. Hassane Junior, in his
complaint, said the incident hurt
him mentally. "My race and I
have been insulted. I was at-
tacked because of the colour of
my skin,” he said.

The complaint was for-
warded to Areekode police on
Wednesday, which recorded his
statement for further action.

Players from African coun-
tries are a major attraction in
sevens tournaments in
Malappuram and other north-
ern districts of Kerala. Typically,
matches are held from
November to May in front of
packed crowds. The 2018
Malayalam movie Sudani from
Nigeria gave a peekinto the lives
of footballers from African na-
tions plying their trade in Kerala.

Ansari gets life term in
cun licence forgery case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, MARCH 13

GANGSTER-TURNED-POLITI-
CIAN MUKHTAR Ansari was on
Wednesday sentenced to life im-
prisonment in a case related to
the use of forged documents for
obtaining an arms licence in
1990.

This is the eighth case in
which the former five-time MLA
has been convicted and sen-
tenced by a court in UP in the
past two years.

The Varanasi MP/MLA court
on Wednesday handed Ansari
life imprisonment under
Sections 467 (forgery of valuable
security, will, etc) and 120-B
(criminal conspiracy) of the
Indian Penal Code and seven
years under Sections 420 (cheat-
ing) and 468 (forgery for pur-
pose of cheating) of IPC.

Ansari, who was pronounced
guilty by Special Judge (MP/MLA
court) Awanish Gautam on
Tuesday, was also sentenced to
six months imprisonment under
Section 30 of the Arms Act.

All the sentences will run
concurrently, it is learnt. The
court alsoimposed a fine of Rs 2
lakh on Ansari who is currently

Army Major, soldiers thrashed
by dhaba workers in Punjab

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 13

AN ARMY Major and his team of
16 jawans were allegedly bru-
tally attacked by the owner and
workers of a dhaba on the
Manali-Ropar road in Punjab on
Monday, leading to grievous in-
juries to the Major and some
jawans. The police filed an FIR at
the Kiratpur Sahib police station
and arrested two of the accused.

As per the FIR registered in
the early hours of Tuesday, the
incident took place on Monday
when Major Sachin Singh Kuntal

and Kanu. Each of them has also
been fined Rs 58,000.

InTuesday’s order, Additional
District and Sessions Judge/
Special Judge POCSO Act, Hapur,
Shweta Dixit said Qasim’s killing
was “perpetrated by a mob
which became rowdy and vio-
lent... This behaviour of the
crowd is a warning and danger
to the entire society.”

The judge relied on the SC's
2018 ruling in Tehseen S.
Poonawalla vs Union of India, in
which the apex court said lynch-
ingand mob violence were “creep-
ing threats that may gradually take
the shape of a Typhon-like mon-
ster” as seen amid a “rising wave
of incidents of recurring patterns
by frenzied mobs... instigated by
intolerance and misinformed by

and his troops from Ladakh
Scouts were returning from
Palchan near Manali in Himachal
Pradesh after winning a snow
marathon held in Lahaul the pre-
vious day.

The team of soldiers, headed
for Chandimandir, stopped at the
Alpine dhaba near Bharatgarhin
the Ropar district for dinner at
around 9.15 pm, said the police.
According to the FIR, there was
an altercation between the sol-
diers and the dhaba owner over
the mode of payment of the bill,
as he did not accept payment
through UPI and insisted on cash
payment to avoid taxation.

fake news and false stories.”

But Saleem, a fruit seller who
has been supporting Qasim’s wife
and six children, says the battle
was never for revenge. “That is
why we demanded life imprison-
ment (for the accused), if it was
revenge we would have asked for
the death penalty,” he says.

Draped in a ghunghat (veil),
Qasim’s wife, Naseema, 40, re-
calls how Qasim had left home
early that day to sell his goat. “He
said he will come back soon, but
the mob did not let him return.
Their hate destroyed an entire
family. Umeed hai ki ye faisla
samaaj me nazeer banega (Hope
the court verdict will become an
example in society),” she says.

“This wound cannot be
healed, but there is some satis-

As the altercation continued
and even after the soldiers paid
the bill online, the owner insisted
on paymentby cash and uponre-
fusal by the Major, a group of
around 30-35 people pounced
on the officer and his jawans and
beat them up with lathis, sticks
and iron rods, said the police.

The Major suffered injuries to
his arms and head, and was left
unconscious, after which the at-
tackers fled from the scene.

The Kiratpur Sahib SHO said:
“The dhaba owner is on the run
along with several others. We are
identifying other accused
through CCTV footage,” he said.

faction, up there in the heavens
he has got justice,” Naseema
says, adding that despite her fi-
nancial condition, she will not
press the administration for any
monetary help.

For Qasim’s daughter Nisha,
18, things will take a long, long
time to get better. “I want to
study, but now I am very scared
tomove ahead. I can't forget what
happened.Ihave totell everyone
the same incident. Grief is not
leaving me any soon,” she says.

She says she misses her fa-
ther a lot. “Whenever a festival
comes... the other children go
out with their fathers, I stay at
home. Gham se dil bahut bhar
gaya hai, ab koi aawaz hi nahi
nikalti hai (My heartis filled with
sorrow, itdoesn’t say anything).”

Mukhtar
Ansari is

currently
in Banda

jail. File

lodged in the Banda jail.

The case was lodged at
Ghazipur's Mohammadabad po-
lice station against Ansari and
others, alleging that they con-
spired to obtain a licence for a
double-barrel gun with forged
signatures of the then district
magistrate and the superinten-
dent of police.

After the forgery came to
light, a case was filed against
Ansari, the then-deputy collec-
tor, then ordnance clerk
Gaurishankar Srivastava, and
four othersin December 1990. A
charge-sheet in the case was
filed in 1997 against Ansari and
Gaurishankar Srivastava.

The case against Srivastava
was dropped after he died dur-
ing the course of the trial.

In a statement after Ansari’s
sentencing on Wednesday, the
Uttar Pradesh Police said he is
facing a total of 65 cases and 21
of which are being heard in dif-
ferent courts.

Renting vehicle
in Goa? Signing
aroad safety
undertaking must

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
PANAJI, MARCH 13

TOURISTS WHO want to rent ve-
hicles in Goa will now have to
sign a police-mandated under-
taking pledging adherence to
road safety and traffic norms.

The decision comes in the af-
termath of recent fatalities in-
volving rented vehicles in the
coastal state. Last month, a mo-
torcyclist from North Goa’s
Aldona was killed after a rented
car, allegedly driven by a tourist
from Odisha, collided with his
bike on Old Mandovi bridge. The
victim fell into the Mandovi river
and his body was fished out two
days later following a massive
search operation.

After the incident, the gov-
ernment mandated the installa-
tion of speed governors for all
rental vehicles. The Director of
Transport had alsoissued adirec-
tive for the inspection of trans-
port vehicles, particularly ‘rent-
a-car’ vehicles, to ensure that the
speed governors had been in-
stalled and are functional.

SP (Traffic) Rahul Gupta said
a “worrisome trend” was ob-
served while analysing data on
road accidents in the state.

“It has been observed that
rent-a-bike and rent-a-cab vehi-
cles are twice as likely to be in-
volved in accidents compared to
other registered vehicles. This
riskis primarily attributed to the
negligence of users, especially
tourists and their lack of famil-
iarity with roads, diversions and
the topography of Goa,” he said.



ADVERTORIAL

UP's Contribution Vital to India's - -
Defence Self-Sufficiency

The Uttar Pradesh Defence Industrial Corridor (UPDIC) embodies a strategic effort to combat
India’s import dependence in the Aerospace and Defence sectors. Aligned with the government’s
vision, this initiative prioritizes domestic manufacturing, thus advancing self-reliance and
catalysing economic development. Recently, the Chiel Minister of State, Yogi Adityanath
inaugurated the first phase of Adani Defence's Arms & Ammunition Complex in Kanpur.

® Kanpur's Arms & Ammunition Manufacturing Complex is South Asia's Largest and is spread

over 500 acres of land.

® Manufacturing complex to provide direct employment to 4000 people.

New Helghts

The Double Engine government has steered Uttar Pradesh towards
remarkable progress in infrastructure, placing special emphasis on
transforming transportation systems to meet the demands of the
modern era. Boasting exemplary rail, air, and waterway systems, the
state has undergone a remarkable evolution, ensuring efficient
transit of individuals across its expansive territory. Furthermore,
initiatives such as the UP-Defence Corridor, focusing on making India
Self-Reliance in Defence Manufacturing, the Meerut-Delhi-Ghaziabad
Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS), and the impending
establishment of the International Film City highlight the
government's concerted efforts to establish Uttar Pradesh as a

growth engine of the country.

International Film City «

At the exhibition accompanying the Ground Breaking Ceremony (GBEC@1V]) in
Lucknow’s Indira Gandhi Pratisthan, Prime Minister Narendra Modi hailed
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath's visionary initiative of an International Film City.

He commended the efforts of the UP CM, expressing optimism that the Film City
would exceed expectations by offering top-notch facilities to its visitors.

® (Capacity to accommodate over 30 film productions simultaneously.
m Versatile shooting floors of varying dimensions.

® In-house equipment including lighting, cameras, set design, construction

services, VFX, CG team, logistics and transportation services.
Accommodation for stars and crew.

® Personal assistance for various approvals.
® Having the capacity to produce 150 million rounds of ammunition per year. Bullets for ® Pre- and post-production facilities, such as editing and mixing studios.
rifles, light machine guns (LMG), AK-47s and carbines will be made here. ® Hospitality amenities, including accommodations and dining options.
®  With this, 4 Nodes of the UP-Defence Corridor are now LIVE. ® Strategic proximity to the upcoming airport, enhancing its appeal.
= All six nodes, namely Aligarh, Agra, Kanpur, Lucknow, Jhansi, and Chitrakoot of the defence : ® [deal destination for OTT content and advertisement filming,
corridor are actively contributing to India's self-reliance in defence manufacturing. " Planned development of a Bollywood-themed amusement park.

=

State with Maximum
Metro Rail

Uttar Pradesh is fast emerging as the Metro state of India
with a maximum number of Metro projects which are
operational and under construction phase,

®  Metro services in Lucknow, Ghaziabad, Noida, Greater
Noida, Kanpur and Agra.

= Government approves East-West Route [Charbagh to
Vasant Kunj via Chowk) of Lucknow Metro.

= Metro Lite in Prayagraj With a proposed length of 44

km, the metro route will be divided into two corridors.

=  DPR of Gorakhpurfora 15.14 km long corridor is
approved by the government.

Inland Waterway
Authority to enhance
cruise services

®  Lake Queen Cruise is operational in Gorakhpur's
Ramgarh Tal Lake.

= (Cruise services will boost tourism and employment
opportunities.

®  Government to start inland waterway service in rivers
like Rapti, Saryu, Ganga, and Yamuna.

®  Cruise service from Varanasi to Haldia on Ganga River,

Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut RRTS

The Meerut-Ghaziabad-Delhi RRTS is not just a
train line; it's a symbol of progress, a testament to
India's growing infrastructure capabilities, and a
harbinger of a more connected and sustainable future
for the National Capital Region.

In a significant development for urban
transportation, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
inaugurated a 17-kilometer stretch of the Meerut-
Ghaziabad-Delhi Rapid Rail Transit System (RRTS)
corridor. Through a virtual launch event from Duhai to
Modi Nagar North, PM Modi propelled the project
forward. This newly opened stretch features three
essential stations: Murad Nagar, Modi Nagar South,
and Modi Nagar North, With the introduction of this
segment, the RRTS services now span a cumulative
distance of 34 kilometres, promising improved
connectivity and convenience for commuters.

Ensuring balanced and sustainable urban
development through better connectivity and access

across the NCR, it aims to significantly reduce travel
time between Meerut and Delhi by under an hour.

The RRTS covers a length of 82.15 km, featuring
both elevated and underground sections. It comprises
22 stations, connecting Meerut to Delhi.

N -

Big Boost to
Air Connectivity

The Double Engine government is tirelessly focused on
enhancing infrastructure, including the development of
new terminals and greenfield airports, alongside the launch
of additional flight routes. Recently inaugurated airports in
Aligarh, Azamgarh, Chitrakoot, Moradabad, and Shravasti,
hoasting an annual capacity for 100,000 passengers each,
mark a significant stride in bolstering domestic air
connectivity nationwide.
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Shri Narendra Modi
HONORABLE PRIME MINISTER

VISION FOR DEVELOPED

CHHATTISGARH

@2047

We are in the process of creating a vision document titled 'Amrit Kal:
Chhattisgarh Vision@ 2047'. This document is scheduled to be
presented to the state on November 1, 2024, It will outline the
various initiatives that will be undertaken to transform Chhattisgarh
into a developed state and play a significant role in the advancement
of a developed India by 2047,

Focus on the Pillars

of Development

Qur prime focus would be on 'GYAN' I.e. poor, youth,
farmers and women. We aim to attain swift economic
advancement by implementing technology- dnven

changes. To enhance the infrastructure, we are commit-
ted to maximising capital expenditure, ultimately leading
to the progress of Chhattisgarh.

Marching Towards

Doubling the GDP

| We aim to double the

| GDP from 5 lakh

| Crores to 10 lakh crore

| within a span of five

i years. In addition to

| focusing on infrastructure
! development, our

| slralegy includes

' enhancing govemance

| by combating corruption,
|

ADVERTORIAL »

‘ "I firmly believe we will chalk out
ways to fulfil promises made under

. . 5 rting the private . : .
Emphasis on tertiary 5:g$1 Idﬁv-mag ?Q;uﬁmg 'Modi ki Guarantee' in the next five years.
sectorThe service Balanced growth, and enhancing Key works like allocation of houses,
KEY DECISIONS MADE BY Indisty Hias srbeTaus Development ﬁrﬁmﬂgg s disbursement of two years pending bonus

CHHATTISGARH GOVT

v GDP significantly. | - Py
. = Rs10.000 will il'litilﬁti‘u'gﬂ have EE'E'H set E Uﬂdﬂl’dﬂ'ﬁ’ﬂ‘!ﬂpﬂd I'Eglml'lﬂ within InStltUtlons Chhattisgarh, the flght against Naxalism
Rs3.716 or pending bonus transferred be Given anmiL. B mokor oA I | Eﬁ:ﬁnﬂé iﬁm&'ﬂm | A iy sacinal i has strengthened. In the coming times,
to 13 lakh farmers, 21 quintal paddy I g,[ tand| ;gﬁ.. ﬂméawag? gfgrf'the i supporting traditional trade | economic matters has Naxalism will end in Chhattisgarh."
per acre purchased from them ally to tanaless P ation of 10,000 naw | to foster growth in areas | been established with
— agricultural jobs annually. | such as Bastar and : tl';ra ta:rr] nftpmpi.;smg Vishnu Deo Sai
labourers i Surguja. ' slrategies to enhance
- = ' ¢ the economy. Likewise, i ini i
50 takh rural families get tren tap under Facilitating . Cultural and social |, 5rder 1o nEnnitur the Chief Minister, Chhattisgarh
connections, Rs4,500 crore allocated Deendayal private | development | effective practices of
der "Jal J Missi Upadhvaya i i various departments and
under 'Jal Jeevan Mission paanyay i t . : : ! .
: : _ cuses not on | approaches,
Yojana Our goal is to effective- | gn economic develop- ’ | & completely new mpowe"ng omen roug
Ty T ly implement the sin- | mant but also en social . department called the ' . . '
6992 lakh poor famllles to get free \/ gle=- window systam ' and cultural develop- : Good Governance and Mahta rl Vandan YOjana
cation for the next five years and leverage digital | mant As partof this, we | Convergence
technology fo reduce | 51p actively promoting | Department has been :
Ordinary bureaucratic interfer- | religious tourism in | established. Additionally, The Chhattisgarh an_nremment has recently
families 1 ence and corruplion. ' chhattisgarh. The con- ' we have devised plans launched the "Mahtari Vandan Yojana-2024". The
— amilies to We are dediﬂﬂ]‘ﬂg to | struction of a Link Road, | to position Chhattisgarh scheme promises a monthly financial assistance
Rs1,000 to be provided to women get electricity ErETREnmg;Efé? he | Which will connect five \ as a front runner in of Rs1000, translating to an annual aid of
every month under "Mahtari Vandan at half price Eg le of o/ Stniicont relgio e H S I AL, Mikehoe) R<12,000 per beneficiary. The
>y for up to 400 B o | Spots, has already | tourism, and as a center introduction of 'Mahtari
Yojana units per sgarn. commenced. , for gjt?rnat|ve forms of Vandan Yojana-2024
= Government's commitment
Chhattisgarh Govt asks Call to Ramlala Darshan to gandgr empowerment
probe irregularities in PSC o (Ayodhya Dham) b s e ol
. . development. This initiative
recruitment exam AT Yojana Launched not only addresses
ge fimit for \ immediate financial needs
== recruitment but also strives to create a
: - In conducive environment for
R.am.ala Darshan YOJana launched for government women to thrive through skill enhancement and
pilgrims of Chhattisgarh Jobs entrepreneurial endeavours, This approach
increased by aligns with the broader goal of creating a more
5 years economically empowered female population in
v the state. Beyond the immediate financial relief,
Rs. 369 crore alocated for ﬁﬁt:'?hemﬂﬂp'aﬁaﬂ a Sy E’"ph"’ﬁisﬁ?

. slenng sen-reliance among Women. 2
construction of 18 Iak_hs houses_, scheme is designed to benefit all married
under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojarur W . women in Chhattisgarh.

— 1 d! 1
= Atal Under the umbrella of the "Modi Ki Guarantee”, the Chhattisgarh Government delivered State Govt Approve S
Provision of Rs 13.320 crore made Monitoring another promise with the introduction of the Ramilala Darshan Yojana. This initiative aims fo

: R Portal provide the residents of the state, who are between 18 and 75 years of age, with the opportu-

under Krishak Unnati Yojana launched to nity to have a darshan of Shri Ramiala in Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh. The scheme will be imple- Houses for 1 8 L Poor
monitor mented by the Chhattisgarh Tourism Board. The Chhattisgarh Tourism Board and the Indian & 3 _
implementation Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) are set to sign an Mol as per which the Families Under PMAYn his first cabinet
: ¢ = of govt IRCTC will make arrangements for security, health, food, sightseeing, local transport and meeting, the newly sworn-in CM Vishnu Deo
Remuneration of tendu patta schemes escort to the passengers during the journey. Sal cleared the proposal of
collectors increased from Rs4000 to implementing the Pradhan
. . P 9 e —

Rs5500 per standard bag Rs 3716 crore transferred to 13 lakh farmers in Chhattisgarh Mantri Awas Yojna

k4 (PMAY) for over 18 lakh

= Online CM Vishnu Deo Sai on December 25, confidence of the farmers in the poor families in rural
Rs300 crore earmarked for permit and executed one of the poll promises under Chhattisgarh Government and Prime areas. The Chhattisgarh
construction of Katghora to approval ‘Modi Ki Guarantee’ for the state's paddy Minister Narendra Modi has increased, Gaovernment is prioritizing
Donaaraarh rail line svstem farmers and transferred the pending Sai asserted. He also announced to pro- decisions that focus on
garg : y bonus of Rs 3,716 crore to 13 lakh farmers cure paddy up to 21 quintals per acre, e waitare and
'ntrOdljlced to who had sold their paddy in 2014-15 and and assured to extend the period, if PEe
b : : : ; historical development of
rnng 2015-16 in cooperative societies under needed, for procuring paddy at the sup- e atats Anfiouncing ths
~ transparency minimum support price (MSP). The bonus port price. The promises of recruitment R ,g : y
Chhattisaarh Udvam Kranti Yoiana in coal amounts were transferred to bank their to one lakh government vacant posts in a decision, the CM said, the cabinet has dij'_c'd'ﬁfd
g y J
launched to promote self-employment transportation accounts. In his address, the CM said transparent manner, and free treatment up to clear houses for 18,12,743 needy families in
that his government will fulfil every "Modi  to Rs 10 lakh under Ayushman Cardwill rural areas approve houses for PMAY, a flag-

=
State Govt Recommends CBI Probe into

potential for the gI‘DWH‘]
of our state, and is
poised to boost our

guarantee” in the next five years. The

We have recently infroduced
a new policy aimed at
uplifting the most

Creating Niche

also be fulfilied,

to farmers and implementation of Mahtari
Vandan Yojana will be done. Ever since
our government came to power in

ship scheme of the Centre, and provide them
with the required funds.

'irregularities’ in CGPSC Recruitment

Chhattisgarh Government
decided to recommend a CBI
investigation into the alleged
corruption and irregularities
in the recruitment of the
Chhattisgarh Public Service
Commission (CGPSC)
exam-2021.. The decision was
taken during a meeting of the state

=
™

S

‘f

the complaints to the Central
agency. The Siate

" Government has also
promised that transparency
will be maintained in the
PSC examination in the state

and CGPSC examinations will

be conducted on the lines of the

Rural households get free water

supply under 'Nal Jal Yojana'

The Chhattisgarh Government is actively working
towards ensuring access to clean drinking water for
rural communities. Through the 'Nal Jal Yojana', tap
connections are being installed in every household,
along with the construction of water tanks and the
expansion of pipelines. Thanks to PM Narendra
Madi's ambitious scheme "Jal Jegvan Mission to
provide clean and safe drinking water to every
household, tap water is now reaching 75% of rural

cabinet chaired by CM Vishnu Deo Sai.
In the interest of the youth, the State

ST O19—

Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC).

households in the state.
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Mamata: CAA linked to NRC, won't President clears
aIIow detention campsin Bengal

dredaness r1or

enera

ections
Venue

CECRajiv Kumar in Jammu on Wednesday. P11

Will disclose election

bond details by
tomorrow, says CEC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU,MARCH 13

CHIEF ELECTION Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar has said that the poll
panel will make public the details
of electoral bonds of all the polit-
ical parties by Friday — the dead-
line fixed by the Supreme Court.

The assertion comes in the
wake of the Supreme Court di-
recting the State Bank of India
(SBI) to submit the details of the
electoral bonds purchased since
April 12,2019 to the EC, whichin
turn will upload the same on its
official website by March 15.SBlis
the authorised financial institu-
tion to issue the electoral bonds.

“The SBIwas supposed to sub-
mit the data by March 12. They
have given us the details in time.
Iwill goback and look at the data
(and) would definitely disclose it
in time,” Kumar told reporters
here. Kumar reached here on
Wednesday to review prepara-
tions for the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections in the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.

“We are ready for the 2024
Lok Sabha election. We will en-
sure free and fair elections across
the country. We request voters
across the country including
Jammu and Kashmir to enthusi-
astically take part in the 'festival
of democracy,” the CEC said.

Pointing out that the political
parties in Srinagar had raised the
issue of delay in assembly elec-
tions with him, Kumar denied

EC ON J&K POLLS

Jammu: The Election
Commission will decide on
holding Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections together
or separately in Jammu and
Kashmir after reviewing the
security situation and feed-
back from stakeholders,
Chief Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar said here on
Wednesday. He also rejected
criticismabout the "delay” in
holding assembly elections
in the Union Territory, saying
delimitation and necessary
legislative processes were
completed by December
2023 only. PTI

any delay in holding of assembly
elections inJ&K, saying that these
will be held at the earliest possi-
ble.

“A final decision on holding
them simultaneously with that of
parliamentary elections or one af-
ter another will be taken follow-
ing security review after taking
the feedback of political parties,
district magistrates, government
and officials of the para military
forces,” he said.

He said a social media cell will
be established in all districts in or-
dertorespond to fake newsinreal
time. “Adequate security to be
provided to all candidates and
central forces will be deployed,”
he added.

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
JALPAIGURI, MARCH 13

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday asserted that the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA)is linked with the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) and
that is the reason why she is op-
posing the new legislation.

The TMC supremo said she
doesn't want detention campsin
West Bengal, like those in Assam.

"The CAA is related to NRC,
that is why we are opposing it.
We don't want detention camps
like those in Assam," she told re-
porters here. Banerjee also
claimed that the CAA s a “polit-
ical gimmick" ahead of polls.

With the CAA rules being is-
sued, the central government
will now start granting Indian
nationality to persecuted non-
Muslim  migrants from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan, who came to India
till December 31,2014. These in-
clude Hindus, Sikhs, Jains,
Buddhists, Parsis and Christians.

Addressing an administrative
meeting in Jalpaiguri earlier in

i|;!!EE

CM Mamata Banerjee in Kolkata, Wednesday. Express

the day, Banerjee underscored
that the citizenship-granting
process proposed by the central
government is different from
that of other nations.

The TMC supremo criticised
the exclusion of Muslims from
the ambit of the CAA, asserting
that it aims at creating division
among the country's populace.

"The CAA is aimed at divid-
ing the people of the country,”
she said. Expressing concerns
over the lack of clarity in the CAA
application process and its po-
tential ramifications on people's

rights, Banerjee affirmed her ad-
ministration's commitment to
safeguarding the citizens of West
Bengal. "We are not landlords,
but vigilant custodians. No one
will be ousted from West Bengal.
All refugees will find permanent
settlement here," she pledged.

She alsorebuked the BJP, alleg-
ingthatitespousesa "distorted in-
terpretation of Hinduism".
Banerjee extended the 'Cha
Sundari' scheme, providing land
titles and allocating funds for
housing construction for tea gar-
den workers.

‘I break all ties
with him’: TMC
chief on brother

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,MARCH 13

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday hit out at her
brother Babun Banerjee during
a press conference and said that
she was disowning him, hours
after he objected to footballer-
turned-politician Prasun
Banerjee being re-nominated by
the Trinamool Congress from the
Howrah Lok Sabha seat.

“Oke poribar er sadshya bole
ami mone kori na. Sob samparka
ched. Aaj theke oke ami tajjo kor-
lam (I do not consider him to be
partof my family. I break all rela-
tions with him. From today, I dis-
own him),” an angry Mamata
said in Siliguri when asked about
Babun’s remarks to the mediaon
Wednesday morning. Babun is
the youngest of Mamata
Banerjee’s five brothers.

Opposed to CAA earlier, Tripura tribal
parties that are now BJP allies in a spot

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,MARCH13

THE CENTRE'S notification of rules
of the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act(CAA),weeks ahead of the Lok
Sabha polls, hasleft the two tribal
organisations which are part of
the BJP-led ruling coalition in
Tripura, which shares over 80% of
its border with Bangladesh, in a
spot.

While protests have erupted
in parts of the state, the two par-
ties -- the Indigenous Peoples
Front of Tripura (IPFT) and Tipra
Motha, which joined the BJP coali-

Trust vote won, Saini says ‘only
BJP can make party worker CM’

In’19, JJP was factor
in half the seats, cut
into BJP, Cong votes

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH,MARCH 13

THE NAYAB Singh Saini-led BJP
government in Haryana won the
Confidence Motion in the
Assembly Wednesday through
avoice vote. Speaker Gian Chand
Gupta also allowed a two-hour
discussion on the Motion. While
the treasury benches praised the
nine-and-a-half years of
Manohar Lal Khattar’s tenure
and urged support for Saini, the
opposition castigated the BJP
calling “change of CM face” as
the “same polluted water in a
new bottle”.

Former CM Manohar Lal
Khattar also resigned from his
Karnal seat announcing he was
vacating it for Saini.

In Haryana’s 90-member
House, the Saini led BJP govern-
ment attained absolute majority
citing a strength of 48 MLAs. The
BJPhas41 MLAs and it got support
of six out of the seven Inde-
pendentsand lone MLA of Haryana
Lokhit Party, Gopal Kanda.

In his maiden address in
Vidhan Sabha, Saini said, “l come
from a humble family back-
ground, no one is in politics in
my family. I am just a party
worker of the BJP and today I
have been given such a big op-
portunity. Imust say that this can
be only possible in a party like
the BJP”

“Today I have come here for
the first time. I thank PM
Narendra Modi, party president
JPNadda, Amit Shah and all the
Union Ministers, our Manohar
Lal ji who have sent me to this
position; and I would like to ap-
peal to all the members of this
house to support us.Iwould like
to say that even the people of
Haryana have confidence in us,”
he said. Comparing the function-
ing of BJP with other parties,
Saini said, “Many times we have
seen that in such situations
there’s always a thought that
who is going to take the CM's
place? Obviously, my son... but
this is the BJP, where such an or-
dinary party worker like me has
been brought here.”

ANJISHNUDAS
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

FOLLOWING FAILED seat-shar-
ing talks between the BJP and
the Dushyant Chautala-led JJP for
Haryana’s 10 Lok Sabha seats,
the BJP dissolved their alliance
Tuesday and formed a new gov-
ernment with support from
Independents and Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini at the helm.

The reshuffle by the BJP ap-
pears to be more driven by the
Assembly elections in the state
later this year, rather than Lok
Sabha polls, which the BJP had
swept last time.

Over past two decades, the
BJP and Congress have been the
dominant parties in Haryana. In
the Assembly, after two consec-
utive terms under the Congress’s
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, from
2005-14, the BJP has held power
for last two terms, beginning
with the Narendra Modi wave in
2014.In 2014 Khattar became the
state’s first BJP CM.

Months after the BJP won 7 of
the 10LS seats, reducing the Con-
gress to just 1 and the INLD to 2,
the BJP wenton towinanoutright
majority in the 90-member Asse-
mbly, with 47 seats, up fromjust4
in2009. For the BJP, the concernis
likely to be the 2019 Assembly
polls. Its tally had gone down to 40
seats in the Assembly, 5 short of
the majority mark.

The Congress had recovered
to 31 seats in the Assembly, but
the INLD had won just 1, hit by
the formation of the JJP in 2018.
The JJP had ended up as the king-
maker with 10 seats, with its
support helping the BJP form the
government.

The Congress will be hoping
this time to capitalise on BJP-]JP
split, eatinto the BJP’snon-Jat sup-

portbase and play up the ongoing
farmers’ protest, having already
promised to fulfil the demand for
alegally guaranteed MISP.

In 2019 LS polls, the JJP that
was months into its formation
had not played a major role, fin-
ishing as the runner-upinjust the
Hisar seat, contested by party chief
Dushyant, and getting only 4.9%
of the overall vote share. The
Congress was the runner-up in
every other seat. In the Assembly
election that followed, the JJP had
turned out to be the difference-
maker. It had secured a significant
14.8% of the vote share compared
to the BJP’s 36.5% and the
Congress’s 28.1%.

However, apart from the 10
seats it won, the JJP was the run-
ner-upinonly 10 other seats. The
JJP’s impact was seen as more in
cutting into the INLD’s votes, re-
ducing it to just 2.4% of the vote
share.

In 23 seats, the votes JJP got
were more than the margin sep-
arating the winners and losers.
Of these, 11 seats were won by
the BJP and 12 by the Congress.

Now, by dropping the JJP, the
BJP has taken a chance of losing
theJat voters. However, having re-
cently got the Jayant Chaudhary-
led RLD to its side, which has in-
fluence in Western UP and parts
of Haryana and Rajasthan, it may
hope torecoup some of it. Also, the
BJP government’s recent crack-
down on farmers at its border
with Punjabindicatesitis perhaps
prepared to lose some of Jat vote,
on account of both farmer anger
as well as allegations made by
women wrestlers belonging to
the community against senior BJP
MP Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh.
Plus, BJP has been courting anon-
Jatbase in the state.

FULLREPORT
www.indianexpress.com

tion only days ago -- which were
hitherto vehemently opposed to
the law, have chosen silence on
the issue. On the other hand, the
BJP has already started reaching
outto people, telling them that the
CAAis "astrong step against infil-
trators and anti-India elements”,
and exuding confidence that it
would not have an impact on the
party’s electoral chances.

On Tuesday, members of the
Twipra Students Federation (TSF)
burnt copies of the CAA in
Agartala, terming the Act “dracon-
ian, against the values of the coun-
try and against the interest of
Muslims and Christians".

“We oppose this Act and do
not want its implementation in
the state. We live in a democratic
country. We appeal to the Centre
toexempt Tripura from the law. If
they don’t agree, we shall hold
democratic movements,” TSF
leader Manish Debbarma said.

BJP state president Rajib
Bhattacharjee said as citizens of
India, everyone must be proud of
the CAA. Asked if the CAA would
impact the party’s chances in
Tripura, Bhattacharjee said, “Mere
khayal se nahin hoga (I do not
thinkitwill).” While he wasin the
Opposition, the Tipra Motha was
opposed to the CAA and was a

= EE— -l-||__—-l_—.|.|. * l

part of many protests against the
BJP government's move to bring
in the law. The main plank of the
outfit, led by erstwhile royal
Pradyot Kishore Debbarma, is
statehood for Tripura tribals,
whichrose out of the resentment
against  migration from
Bangladesh over the years, leav-
ing the tribals a minority inastate
where once they were the domi-
nant group.

The CAA, in that sense, goes
contrary to that sentiment, by eas-
ing the way to citizenship of mi-
grants from Bangladesh.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com
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NAVY GETS NEW WARSHIPS

The new warships, built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Limited for the Navy,
were launched in Kolkata, Wednesday. INS Agray and INS Akshay were launched by Neeta
Chaudhari, wife of Chief of Air Staff of IAF, Air Chief Marshal V R Chaudhari. Partha Paul

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Uttarakhand UCC
Bill; moment of joy,
pride, says Dhami

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN, MARCH 13

PRESIDENT DROUPADI Murmu
has approved Uttarakhand's
Uniform Civil Code Bill, the gov-
ernment in the Himalayan state
said on Wednesday.

In February the Bill, which se-
eks to “govern and regulate the
laws related to marriage and di-
vorce, successions, live-in rela-
tionships and matters related
thereto”, was passed by the
Assembly following a two-day
discussion.

“Under Article 201 of the
‘Constitution, the President gave
assent to the Uniform Civil Code
Uttarakhand 2024 Bill passed by
the Uttarakhand Legislative
Assembly,on 11 March 2024, and
itis published as Act Number 3,
the year 2024, of Uttarakhand for
general information,” said the
state government in a gazette is-
sued on Wednesday.

After the Bill was passed, the
state government formed a Rules
Making and Implementation
Committee headed by retired IAS
officer and UCC draft committee
member Shatrughan Singh.
Other members are Surekha
Dangwal and Manu Gaur, along
with Uttarakhand Police ADG
(Administration) Amit Sinhaand
Uttarakhand Resident Commis-
sioner Ajay Mishra.

While the Bill only defines the
provisions and sections of the

UCC, rules made by the commit-
tee will define in detail how the
sections will be implemented.

On February 24, the Rules
Making and Implementation
Committee had its first meeting,
during which it formed a sub-
committee to simplify the regis-
tration process for live-in relation-
ships and marriages by offering
services online. In its first meet-
ing, the committee also formed
two other sub-committees—one
tomake the rules forimplement-
ing the UCCand the other to train
government officials regarding
the implementation.

The official notification of the
Actwill beissued once the Rules
Making and Implementation
Committee formulates the rules.

CM Pushkar Singh Dhami call-
ed itamoment of great pride and
joy and said as per PM Narendra
Modi's vision, his government
was determined to protect thein-
terests of citizens and maintain
Uttarakhand'’s original nature. “It
isamoment of greatjoy and pride
for all the people of the state that
the UCC Bill... has been approved
by the respected President Dro-
upadi Murmuji today. Certainly,
with the implementation of the
UCC in the state, along with pro-
viding equal rights to all citizens,
the oppression of women will also
be curbed. #UniformCivilCode
will play animportant role in pro-
moting harmony by proving im-
portance of social equality in the
state,” he wrote on X.

News-sharing service
by Prasar Bharati
launched, content to
be ‘free of copyright’

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

AHEAD OF Lok Sabha polls, pub-
lic broadcaster Prasar Bharati
launched a news-wire-like serv-
ice to offer free content across
mediums, which will be free of
copyright or credit obligations.

Unveiling PB-SHABD (Prasar
Bharati-Shared Audio Visuals for
Broadcast and Dissemination),
in Wednesday, Union I&B
Minister Anurag Thakur said it
will be offered as a “free service
for one year to all news organi-
sations registered with the min-
istry”.

This may include newspa-
pers, periodicals, TV channels
and even social media news
channels registered with the I&B
Ministry, and the content pro-
vided will include newsfeed,
videos, audio, text and images,
available on the websites of DD
News and Akashvani News as
well as updated News on Air mo-
bile app, as per officials.
However, the content won't be
available to end users.

“Over the years, Prasar
Bharati has cultivated an elabo-
rate network of news gathering
as well as news delivery... Now,
we intend to share this accurate

I&B Minister Anurag Thakur
at the National Media Centre
in New Delhi, Wednesday. ANI

and meaningful content with
the rest of the print and elec-
tronic media industry,” Thakur
said. Officials say the news or-
ganisations will be provided
with clean feed and will not have
to carry the logo of Doordarshan.
“This will support smaller news
organisations,” said senior Prasar
Bharati officials.

The minister said the SHABD
service is being offered free of
cost for the first year as an intro-
ductory offer and will provide
news stories in all major Indian
languages across 50 categories.

Prasar Bharti CEO Gaurav
Dwivedi said they will make an
outreach to media organisations
and share audio, video, photo
and text-based information
gathered by its network.

Financial implications of Cong Nari Nyay promises

UDIT MISRA

THE LATEST set of five promises
by the Indian National Congress,
aimed towards empowerment
of women, appear to be a re-
freshed version of its 2019 elec-
tion manifesto. In the run-up to
the 2019 general election, the
Congress had promised to start
a Minimum Income Support
Programme (MISP) or Nyuntam
Aay Yojana (NYAY) if voted to
power. This included a cash
transfer of Rs. 72,000 a year to
the poorest 20 per cent of all
Indian families (roughly 5 crore
households). At that time, too,
the party had stated that “as far
as possible, the money will be
transferred to the account of a
woman of the family”. In 2019,
economist Jean Dreze had
pegged the total annual outgo on
account of NYAY to be Rs
3,60,000 crore or around 2% of
India’s GDP.

The biggest, at least in terms

of the financial implications,
promise among the five an-
nounced on Wednesday is called
“Mahalakshmi” and it involves
transferring Rs 1 lakh every year
to a woman from a poor family.
However, there is no mention of
the exact number of poor fami-
lies it aims to target. As things
stand, India’s poverty estimates
vary substantially based on dif-
ferent methodologies.
For instance, Niti Aayog’s
Multidimensional
Poverty Index, pegs
poverty ratio at around
11% while its CEO has re-
portedly claimed that
poverty could be as low
as 5% if one takes into account the
latest data from consumption ex-
penditure survey released last
month. The World Bank pegs
India’s poverty ratio at 11.3% in
2022-23 based on its interna-
tional poverty line of people liv-
ing at US$2.15 (orRs48.9in pur-
chasing parity terms) per day.
So how much does the

" EXPLAINED

Mahalakshmi promise likely to

cost the government if Congress

were to implement it in the cur-

rent financial year? Economist

Santosh Mehrotra says that if, for

the sake of simplicity one as-

sumes a poverty ratio of 10%, then

itimplies the target beneficiaries

will be 14 crore families (assum-

ing a total population of 140

crore). If one woman from each

poor family is targeted —

thatis, 2.8 crore women

— then the total outgo

would be Rs 2.8 lakh

crore. That’'s 0.8% of

] India’s GDP (Rs 328 lakh

crore) in 2024-25 (ac-

cording to the Union

Budget presented in February).If

the poverty ratio is 5%, as Niti

Aayog claims, the outgo will be
halved to 0.4% of GDP.

Another way to estimate the
financial outgo is to target the
poorest of the poor families —
those who have the Antyodaya
ration card — the total number
of beneficiaries would be slightly

less. At present 2.33 families un-
der the Antyodyay Anna Yojana.
If women from each of them get
Rs 1 lakh, the total annual outgo
would be Rs 2.33 lakh crore — or
0.7% of India’s GDP.

The second promise — to re-
serve half of all government va-
cancies for women — will not not
have any additional financial
burden since these are already
existing vacancies.

The third promise — to dou-
ble the central government's
contribution to the monthly
salaries of Asha, Anganwadi and
women involved in preparing
the mid-day meal — will have
some, albeit small, financial im-
pactaccording to economist Dipa
Sinha, who focuses on social wel-
fare issues. That's because the
salary levels are fairly low. As of
March last year, there were 10.5
lakh Asha workers, 12.7 lakh
Anganwadi workers and over 25
lakh mid-day meal cooks. Sinha
says that these three groups get
a monthly salary of around Rs

2,000, Rs 4,500 and Rs 1,000 re-
spectively. For instance, in 2021-
22, Centre spent Rs 8,908 crore
on the salaries of all the
Anganwadi workers — and they
earn the highest salaries of the
three. Doubling these amounts
—say toatotal of Rs 54,000 crore
— isstill afairly insignificant per-
centage of India’s GDP (Rs 328
lakh crore).

Itisdifficult to estimate the ex-
act financial burden of the fourth
promise — appointing legal coun-
sellors for women’s rights
(Adhikar Maitri) in every pan-
chayat. That’s because there is no
clarity about the remuneration.

Lastly, it is also difficult to es-
timate the cost of building work-
ing women'’s hostels in each dis-
trict. Mehrotra points out that
these hostels are not “free”. In
other words, their operating
costs could arguably be borne by
the working women themselves.
As far as the cost of building is
concerned, it depends on how
big these hostels are.
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order on Congress tax recovery

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

THE DELHI High Court
Wednesday “refused to inter-
fere” with a March 8 order of the
Income Tax Appellate Tribunal
(ITAT) dismissing the Congress
plea seeking a stay on the recov-
ery of an outstanding tax de-
mand of over Rs 100 crore for the
2018-19 assessment year.

A division bench of Justices
Yashwant Varma and
Purushaindra Kumar Kaurav
noted that during the pendency
of the ITAT proceedings, the I-T
department had obtained bank
drafts of Rs 65,88,81,874 from
various bank branches where
the party maintains its accounts.

The HC order noted that the
department’s counsel informed

CRPF forms board for promotion,
financial issues of cadre officers

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

TO RESOLVE issues of stagna-
tionin promotion and financial
upgradation of cadre officers,
aboard, comprising 11 officers,
has been formed with the ap-
proval of CRPF DG Anish Dayal
Singh, said an order issued by
a DIG rank officer on March 7.
“Aboard...is hereby consti-
tuted to examine the issue of
stagnationin promotionand fi-

Kerala Cong MP
questions Pak

role in Pulwama

attack on CRPF,
BJP calls it insult

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 13

ANTO ANTONY, three-time MP
and the Congress candidate from
Kerala’s Pathanamthitta Lok
Sabha constituency, Wednesday
questioned Pakistan’s role in the
2019 Pulwama attackand alleged
the 40 CRPF soldiers killed were
“sacrificed” for election victory.

The BJP called his remarks an
insult to soldiers. The remarks of
Antony — who is pitted against
BJP’s Anil Antony, the son of
Congress veteran Anil Antony —
came as both the ruling LDF and
the main opposition UDF are
protesting against the BJP-led
Centre for notifying the CAArules.

“This time (it is) CAA. Last
time, just before the elections, it
was Pulwama (attack)... What
was Pakistan’s role init? The lives
of our jawans, who were in ex-
tremely adverse weather, were
sacrificed. That is how they won
the election. A blast that hap-
pened within Indian territory.
They (jawans) were purposely
sent, a blast happened and they
were killed. This is what the (for-
mer J&K) Governor Satya Pal
Malik said,” Anto told reporters
in Pathanamthitta.

BJP’s Kerala unit president K
Surendran said, “He (Anto) hasin-
sulted the brave soldiers of the
country. People of Pathanamthitta
will give a fitting reply to him
through the ballot.

the bench that the bank drafts
“have been encashed”, which
roughly translates to 48% of the
outstanding demand.

“This changed circumstance
isanaspect which... would merit
consideration by the ITAT...
While we find no ground to in-
terfere with the order impugned,
we dispose of the writ petition...
according liberty to the peti-
tioner to approach ITAT by way
of afresh stay application, bring-
ing toits attention the change in
circumstances noticed above. An
application, if so moved, may be
considered by the ITAT with due
expedition,” the bench ruled.

The bench ruled, “We fail to
find any fundamental infirmity in
the prima facie conclusions.” It,
however, clarified that the HC's or-

The HC further said although
the first demand notice was is-
sued to the party on July 6, 2021,
“no concrete steps appear to have
been taken by the petitionerto ei-
ther consider securitising the out-
standing demand or to seek ap-
propriate interim protection...”

While the party filed its ap-
peal before the ITAT in May 2023,
the stay application was filed
only on February 14 this year, it
“appears to have fallen into a
deep slumber and stood reawak-
ened onlyinJanuary 2023 when
a notice of demand came to be
raised”, the bench noted.

The bench also took note of
the adjournments sought by the
party before the ITAT, adding
that the party appeal appears to
have been called on numerous

der should not be construed as af-

firming the ITAT's view.

nancial upgradation of cadre
officers in CRPF and to suggest
way and means to resolve the
issues of stagnation in promo-
tion and delay in extending fi-
nancial upgradation as
awarded by the government,”
the order said, adding that the
officers have been asked to sub-
mit proceedings in 3 months.
The board of officers have
been also asked to work out
the modalities and suggest re-
quired action on some of these
aspects: how to ensure timely
promotions in each rank of of-

dates before "coercive steps"
were initiated on February 13.

“Anassessee indefault can nei-
therbe permitted norexpected to
adopt such a casual or lackadaisi-
calapproachwhile faced withatax
demand which had remained out-
standing right from 2021...,” the
bench underscored.

The HC noted that the
Congress had moved an applica-
tion for a stay of recovery of de-
mand before the Assessing Officer
(AO), who had disposed it of on
October 28,2021,and directed the
party to deposit 20% of the out-
standing tax liability and the fail-
ure to deposit would amount to
the party being treated asan “as-
sessee indefault.” The assessment
of the Congress for 2018-19 was
completed at an income of Rs
1,99,15,26,560 “against nil in-
come” declared in its return, re-
sulting in a demand of
Rs 105,17,29,635.

EXPRESS NETWORK

HC refuses to interfere with ITAT SCto hear plea against

law dropping CJI from
panel to select CEC, ECs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday agreed to take up
on Friday an application seeking
directions to the Centre tofill the
two existing vacancies of
Election Commissioners in the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) only as per the recommen-
dation of a panel that would also
include the Chief Justice of India.

The matter was mentioned
before a bench presided by
Justice Sanjiv Khanna.

In March 2023, a five-judge
Constitution Bench had ruled that
the Chief Election Commissioner
(CEQ) and Election
Commissioners (ECs)shall be ap-
pointed on the advice of a com-

mittee comprising the Prime
Minister, Leader of Oppositionin
the Lok Sabha and the CJI.
Following this, Parliament
brought the Chief Election
Commission and other Election
Commissions (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of
Office) Act, 2023, leaving out the

(JI from the panel.
The  Association for
Democratic Reforms

Madhya Pradesh Congress
leader Jaya Thakur filed petitions
against the Act.

However, SC refused to stay
the new law while hearing these
pleas earlier.

With Arun Goel resigning as
the Election Commissioner on
March 10,2024, the parties once
again urged the court to take up
their pleas.

Knocking at woman’s door at odd
hours unbecoming of officer: HC

Mumbai: Declining to quash the
penalty imposed on a Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
personnel for misconduct, the
Bombay High Court on March 11
observed that knocking on the
doors of a woman at odd hours
asking for a lemon was “unbe-
coming” of an officer of the force.

The 33-year-old constable had
approached the high court against
a penalty imposed on him by re-
ductionin his pay. An order passed
by the Deputy Inspector General,
WesternZone, CISF,in 2021 and a

and

revisional order passed in 2022
passed by the Inspector General,
CISF, had directed that the consta-
ble will also not earn increment of
pay for three years.

The charge against him was
that on the intervening night of
April 19 and April 20,2021, he had
knocked on the door of a neigh-
bour around midnight in the resi-
dential quarters of CISF personnel.
The neighbour said that she was
alone at home with her six-year-
old daughter as her husband was
on election duty in West Bengal.
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a OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION
2" ENGINEER, RAYAGADA (R&B) CIRCLE,

RAYAGADA
e-mail ID - sepwd_rgda@yahoo.com,
Phone/Fax No -06856 - 223049
e-Procurement Notice
Bid Identification No. C.C.E (RANDB) RGDA-20/2023-2024 (Online) 07.03.2024
No. 414 Date. 7/3/2024
INVITATION FOR BIDS

ficers, whether existing recruit-
mentrules require any change
and if so, the details of sug-
gested changes with proper

)

AUCTION NOTICE

PPN SHIVALIK SMALL FINANCE BANK LTD.

Registered Office : 501, Salcon Aurum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhl - 110025
CIN : U65900DL2020PLC366027

The lalowing bomowers ol Shivaik Small Finance Bank Lid. ane herety mformed thal Gold Loan's avaded iy them tnom the Bank hava nod beer adjusbed by
e desds wnous demands and nolices Bduding ndviduat nofices ssued by tha Bank. Al bamrsers ara harsby Infarmead thal il has bean decided 1o
suchion the Gold conaments kepl as secunty with he Bk and accondngly 28,00, 2024 has baan fiked as fwe dale of suction et 83:00 pm in the beanch
peemises from wheea bha koan was avaled, All. induding $he bormsvars, acoount ofders and pubbc & lame can parbcipalein this aucion.on 2= par the jams
and condiiens of sudion. The aucton wil be conducted anfne hifps. eootd suchiantiger nel en 28.03 24 (ram 03:00om 1o G500 pm

justification, and action to be
taken to increase the authori-

sation of officers in the force.
The board has also been
asked to find out steps to re-
ducelitigations, which also be-
come impediments in timely
promotions and how to extend

mlICHCN L3 15

FARE, DEVLI aRAH ROAD, RAIFURS
ROAD RAFLUIRA, KOTARS 32400

Branch | AccountNo. | Actt Holder Father's Address Ac opeing | Payoff
! Rame Spause Name Dile
INCIRAPURAM |101842516220 | ANULBHUKESH| COOANU BHUKESH | /0 KANWAL BINGH BHUKESH 104 ROvAL | O7-1-2023 | 385191

The Bank reseries (he right to defete amy acoaunl friom e aucfon oF canced the auchion withoot amy prior notice

futhorsed Cdficer, Shavalik Small Finance Bank Lid

[T ]The Chief Construction Engineer, Rayagada (R&B) Circle, Rayagada on behalf’
of Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate bids in double cover mode to be
received in online mode only for the construction of works as detailed in the
table below:

{2 |Nature of work "7 |Building & Bridge Works

|3 No. of works T:]0s (Five) nos. of works

| 4 |Estimated Cost. (Approximately) ~: |Rs. 434.41 Lakh, Rs. 183.69 Lakhs, Rs. 261.30
| Lakhs, Rs. 727.46 Lakhs, Rs. 837.33 Lakhs,

[’57|Bid Cost (Online) " |Rs. 10,000/~ (cach) i

16 !EMD/ Bid Security Amount (Online) = : |One Percentage of the Estimated Cost.

| 7 [Class of Contractor :|“B, A and Special” Class as per Financial
| Eligibility.

[T1.00 Hrs of Dt. 16.03.2024 to 17.00 Hrs

of Dt. 02.04.2024.

|9 |Date of opening of Bid T /11.00 Hrs of Dt. 03.04.2024.

[10|The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be
seen from the website: https://tendersorissa.gov.in. Any Addendum/
Corrigendum/cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website. The authority
reserves the right to reject any or all bids without assigning any reason thereof.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer,
Rayagada (R&B) Circle, Rayagada

|8 [Availability of Bid Documents in  :
the website

OIPR- 34154/11/0028/2324

the benefits of Non-Functional
Financial Up-gradation and
Non-Functional Selection
Grade to officersin time.

I
] ]
~ ,

B-1937

1 |Nature of Work
No of Work

[Tender Cost
Class of Contractor

TAFNSEMES

I 1
=)

Date of opening of Bid

also be seen in the said website.

OIPR- 34127/11/0056/2324

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA,
“e”-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
KHORDHA (R&B) CIRCLE, KHORDHA
WORKS DEPARTMENT
Tender call Notice
E-mail: rbcirclekhurda @gmail.com

Bid Identification No. CCE-Khordha (R&B) Circle-45/2023-24 Memo No-763

The Chief Construction Engineer, Khordha (R&B) Circle, Khordha on behalf of Governor
of Odisha inviting percentage rate bid in double cover system in ONLINE MODE from
eligible contractors for building works as detailed in the table below:

[Available of Bid document in the Website | |

7 |The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE l')id'ding only. Further details can be seen from the
Website: https://tenderodisha.gov.in. Any Addendum / Corrigendum / Cancellation of tender can

Dt. 11-03-2024

BE :'Building Works
|- ]10Nos
: |Rs.10000.00 (On-Line)
|- TB& A Class

|- |From 10.00 AM of Dt.18.03.2024 up to 05.00
PM of Dt.30.03.2024 up to 5.00 PM

| 1Dt 02.04.2024 at11.30 AM

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer
Khordha (R&B) Circle,
Khordha

Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike

Ciffice of the Execufive Engineer, Chickpet Division Sth Main,
2nd block Jayanagar, Kanakanapalya, Bangalore-560011
Ph: 080-26570085

Tender Notification NO EEICKPIE-PROCIZ5/2023-24 Dated: 13-03-2024

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER

(TWO COVER)
(Through GoK KPP Portal https:/'/kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)

The Executive Engineer {Chickpete Division), BBMP
Bangalore invites tenders from eligibla Contractors registanad in
Bruhat Bangaiore Mahanagara Falike or eguivalent registrabion
with CPWD/KPWD/Rallways | MES/ National Highway ar any
siate Government Organisalions for the consbruction of work
detailed inthe table below,

S.N. Mame of the work
Repair and Renovation of City Cattle Pound,
4 Usmaankhan Road {Animal Husbandry) Call-2,
Estimate Cost : Rs5.100.00 Lakhs. EMD:Rs.200000

Calendar of events: 1)Pre bid meeting will be held on
16-03-2024 at 15.00. 2} Lazt Date for uploading tha Fllled
Tender Document is 23-03-2024 up to 16.00. 3) Date of
Technical bid opening of Tenders Is on 30-03-2024 by 11.30
4) Date of Financial bid Opening of Tenders is on after Technical

Bl approved.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Chickpet Division

——

w
i

ANy reason.

4 DIRECTORATE F

DIPRS 1592 JTENDERS/20Z4

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU |m
OR WELFARE OF THE DIFFERENTLY ABLED ™
5, LADY WILLENGDOM COLLEGE CAMPUS, KAMARAJAR SALAL CHENMAI - BD0 005,

Roc.No.1075/ASARIGHTS/2024 TENDER NOTICE

Bids are invited from potential bidders to Hirnng of Human resource agency for
recruitment of Staffs through the e-procurement portal, The complete defails are
available on the depariment wabsite-www.scd.in.gov.in as well as on the tender
websile-tntenders.gov.in,

Bids "are 1o be uploaded
httpalintenders.gov.in

Project Director — TH RIGHTS ¢ Director for Welfare the Diferantly Ablad
Channa-&00 G5 resenas the right to accep! or reject the lendars wiathoul assgning

Dated : 13.03.2024

through the e-procurement portal  at

Frojeci Director — RIGHTS |

Director for Walfare of the Differently Abled

B-1928

OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA
NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB)
E-mail ID: cebuildings_orissa@yahoo.co.in, cebuildings @rediffmail.com, Tel. -(0674)-2391523

OIPR- 34117/11/0164/2324

File No-B-1V-H (H&D)-16/2024 Lr. No.- 11224 Bhubaneswar, the 7th Mar., 2024

Invitation for Bids

Bid Identification No. C.E. (B) - 77/2023-24

| "1 [ The Chief Engineer, Buildings, Odisha, Bhubaneswar, on behalf of Governor of Odisha, invites percentage rate bids in double cover system in
ONLINE MODE only, for the works, (1) Construction of new CHC Building (G+2) at R.Udayagiri, Paralakhemundi in the district of Gajapati,
(2)Construction of new CHC Building (G+2) at Gurandi, Paralakhemundi in the district of Gajapati, (3) Construction of new CHC Building (G+2) at
Mohana, Paralakhemundi in the district of Gajapati, (4)Construction of CHC Building at Kukudakhandi, Ganjam, Odisha, (5)Construction of CHC
Building at Digapahandi, Ganjam, Odisha, (6)Construction of CHC Building at Gallery, Ganjam, Odisha, (7)Construction of new Community Health
Centre at Jajpur Road in District of Jajpur, (8)Construction of new Community Health Centre at Korei in District of Jajpur, (9)Construction of CHC
Building at Borikina in District of Jagatsinghpur, (10)Construction of 50 Bedded Critical Care Block at MC&H Balasore, Odisha. as detailed below.

|2 TNature of work | f iBuilding work

j 3 | No. of work [ 110 Nos.

| 4 [Cost of Bid Document |- Rs. 10,000/ (each)

|'5 [Class of Contractor | ; |‘A’ / Special Class

| 6 | Availability of Bid Documents in the website

| 7 T Date of Opening of Bid |- 1D1.08.04.2024 at 11:30 AM.
8

| The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen from the website: https:/tendersodisha.gov.in.
Any addendum / corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website only.

|- [From dt. 20.03.2024 to 17.00 Hours of dt.04.04.2024.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer, Buildings I/C,

Odisha, Bhubaneswar

fere viamerg
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Attention!

/ GST Taxpayers

Whose Aggregate Annual Turnover*
is upto a specified limit* can opt for

GST Composition Scheme
for the FY 2024-2025
by 31%t March, 2024

Eligible taxpayers who wish to avail the
Composition Scheme can follow these
steps on the GST portal (www.gst.gov.in):

[FHiH ]

Log in to the

Taxpayers’ Interface

Go to Services >

Registration > Application

to Opt for Composition Levy

Fill the FORM GST
CMP-02 and submit

Those eligible taxpayers, who are already availing Composition

Lo

Easy &
Convenient
Compliance

Supplier of

Minimum
Compliance
Requirements

Attractive
Tax Rates

Type of Suppliers

Taxpayers registered in 08 Specified States

&

Scheme, need not file FORM CMP-02 if they are eligible.

Available
for supplier
of Goods as
well as Services

Less

Auto R 1
Bookkeeping Hto Renewa

and Easy
to Opt-out

€ Aggregate Annual
Turnover during FY 2023-24

upto ¥ 75 Lakh

Goods

Taxpayers registered in other States

upto I 150 Lakh

Supplier of Services

upto X 50 Lakh

For more details, please refer to Section 10 of CGST Act, Rule 3-7 of CGST
Rules and Notification No. 14/2019- Central Tax dated 07.03.2019

GST Composition Scheme: Big Benefits for Small Taxpayers

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs

K'h chic_india f achicindia E:we‘-m'mﬁ.-: ,‘:"&i chic [ @ CBIC INDIA @-rr{'.i’t."r'.’rr.-ﬂn E www.chic.gov.in
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

THE CHANGE WITHIN

BJP’s change of guard in Haryana signals how party blends
politics with power — and shifts course if it needs to

HE BJP HAS replaced the old BJP government in Haryana by a new BJP govern-

ment, with an election still to happen in election year at the Centre and in the

state.In one sense, the swift and sudden Haryana change of guard, orchestrated

from above, isn't surprising. It could even be said to be part of a now-familiar BJP
playbook — as, inrecent years, in Karnataka, Uttarakhand and Gujarat. It speaks of the BJP's
will to be seen as a change agent even where it is the incumbent, and its unflagging efforts
to sidestep and beat back anti-incumbency, often by its high command springing a surprise
notjust on the people but also on the BJP's own. Manoeuvres such as the overnight replace-
ment of Manohar Lal Khattar by Nayab Singh Saini as Haryana Chief Minister showcase a
party at work and on the move, one that does not let victory blunt its appetite for victory. After
all, alongside the accomplishments in Khattar's almost 10-year tenure, were several protests
and agitations — be it the Jat reservation stir in 2016, the farmers’ pushback in 2020-21, or
the wrestlers' protests in 2023, a year that also saw communal violence flare in Nuh. The BJP
evidently calculates that a change of chief minister can help it project a new leaf before the
Lok Sabha and assembly polls. But that may not be all there is to it.

Ever since the BJP's winning spree began in 2014, it has tried to rearrange the conven-
tional caste calculus in politics-so-far. In Maharashtra, Jharkhand and Haryana, the party
gambled on a chief minister from the non-dominant caste. This was as much a hard-
headed strategy to consolidate the anti-dominant caste vote in its own favour, as it has been
anideological claim of the supremacy of Hindutva over caste. In a party with a high com-
mand more powerful than ever before, it could also be read as an overriding of the tyranny
of the caste imperative by the prerogative of the leader. So it was that when the BJP won
Haryana in 2014, Khattar, a Punjabi Khatri, a caste that falls under the upper caste umbrella,
became the first non-Jat chief minister of the state in nearly two decades — it was seen
as an upset, like the swearing-in of Devendra Fadnavis, a Brahmin, in Maharashtra and of
Raghubar Das, a non-tribal, in Jharkhand.

The replacement of Khattar now by an OBC leader may be an acknowledgement that
the experiment did not deliver as the BJP expected it to — incidentally, the same experiment
was also seen to flounder for the party in Maharashtra and Jharkhand. This recognition in
Haryana has not led the BJP to abandon its anti-dominant caste consolidation strategy, but
toarecalibration of its tactic by putting forward an OBC face. This can be seen as a step to-
wards addressing the traditional caste logic that the party has made a point of shunning
so far. It is also a direct counter to the political opponent it disdains — Congress is talking
up the OBC cause, and the need for the caste census, in its own Lok Sabha campaign. And,
in between all these lines, another message, with Khattar getting a Lok Sabha ticket from
Karnal. Clearly, the party has a plan for its former chief minister.

SPACE TO PIVOT

Greater clarity over trajectory of food inflation could pave
the way for rate cut by Monetary Policy Committee

ATA RELEASED BY the National Statistical Office on Tuesday showed that re-

tail inflation, as measured by the consumer price index, has remained at

almost the same level since the beginning of this year. Inflation stood at

5.09 per cent in February, only marginally lower than 5.1 per centin January.
However, the disaggregated data points towards diverging trends — food inflation has
edged upwards, while core inflation, which excludes the volatile food and fuel, has eased
further. This represents a conundrum for monetary policy.

As per the latest data, the consumer food price index rose to 8.66 per cent in February,
up from 8.3 per centinJanuary. Inflation remained elevated in vegetables (30.25 per cent),
pulses and products (18.9 per cent), eggs (10.69 per cent), cereals (7.6 per cent) and sugar
(7.48 per cent). According to a note by Crisil, inflation in the TOP segment (tomato, onion
and potato) has surged to 22.7 per cent. This would suggest that the effects of EI Nino and
subdued production are showing. However, at the same time, core inflation is witnessing
broad-based easing. As per ICRA's estimate, core inflation, which excludes food and bev-
erages, fuel and light and petrol and diesel for vehicles, moderated to 3.5 per cent in
February, down from 3.7 per cent in January. Inflation has eased in clothing and footwear
(3.14 per cent), household goods and services (2.82 per cent), recreation and amusement
(2.71 per cent). As per these estimates, core inflation is now at its lowest level since January
2015. Alongside, data released by the NSO shows that industrial production slowed to 3.8
per cent in January, from 4.2 per cent in December, driven by subdued performance of
manufacturing. As per Crisil, growth in industrial output has been lower in the second half
of the year as compared to the first.

Inits last meeting, the monetary policy committee had chosen to maintain the status
quo. However, the decision was not unanimous as one member voted in favour of a rate
cut. As per RBI projections, while the economy is expected to maintain its growth momen-
tum, inflation is expected to trend lower. The central bank expects growth at 7 per cent
and inflation at4.5 per cent in 2024-25. However, there remains considerable uncertainty
around the trajectory of food inflation. As greater clarity emerges over the coming months
on production trends and the monsoons, it could open up space for the MPC to pivot.

LIFE AFTER LOVE

Forsaken by France and ‘cancelled’ by her ex, Picasso,
artist Francoise Gilot is finally getting her due

N LIFE AS in art, few archetypes are as enduring as that of a lover scorned. The tu-
multuous affair between artist Camille Claudel, muse and lover to French sculptor
Auguste Rodin, ended with Rodin's refusal to leave his partner Rose Beuret for her.
(Claudel destroyed most of her work and had to be institutionalised in the twilight
of her life. When her relationship with the Spanish painter Pablo Picasso ended, photog-
rapher Dora Maar found refuge in Roman Catholicism, proclaiming famously, “After
Picasso, only God”. Writer and painter Francoise Gilot, though, the woman who replaced
Maar in Picasso's affections, bucked the trend — against considerable odds.In 1953, when
she walked out of her relationship with Picasso, with whom she had two children, the artist
reportedly told her, “One doesn’t leave a man like me.” What followed could only be
termed as an early example of “cancel culture”: Picasso and his influential cohort went
out of their way to sabotage her career in France, forcing her to move eventually to the US.
The news of the Picasso Museum in Paris dedicating an entire room to Gilot’s art for
ayear-long exhibition, therefore, comes with a sense of posthumous vindication — Gilot,
who died last year, is finally being recognised in France not in terms of a decade-long re-
lationship she decided to forego but for her prodigious work that include Adam Forcing
Eve to Eat an Apple (1946), Paloma a la Guitare (1965) and the Labyrinth series (1961-1963).
In the aftermath of their relationship — the two had met when Gilot was 21 and Picasso
61 — Picasso had ensured that she lost invitations to prestigious exhibitions and repre-
sentation by galleries in France. Even the publication of her 1964 biography, Life with
Picasso, had been stalled.
In her refusal to submit to a jilted ex’s malice, Gilot showed that there is life — and suc-
cess — after love. Now, in giving her her due in France, the country that had forsaken her in
favour of her iconic paramour, Picasso Museum is only validating her indomitable spirit.
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WORDLY WISE

YOU HAVE TO ADMIT THAT MOST WOMEN WHO DO
SOMETHING WITH THEIR LIVES HAVE BEEN DISLIKED
BY ALMOST EVERYONE. — FRANCOISE GILOT

The suitable citizen

At some point, Supreme Court will awaken fromits

slumber. For now, government has had its way on CAA

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

THE ENACTMENT OF the Citizenship
Amendment Rules is a perfect embodiment
of a polity where rulers are utterly cynical,and
their supporters increasingly credulous. The
enactment of the rules was inevitable after
Parliament passed the Citizenship
Amendment Act in 2019. But it is worth re-
counting the progression of aspects of this is-
sue to understand where we are at.

First, on the CAA itself. The government
could claim, quite rightly, that it was some-
thing of a scandal that persecuted refugees
from neighbouring countries who had been
residing in India for years had not been given
a pathway to citizenship. No one ought to be
opposed to granting citizenship to groups cov-
ered by the Act. But it cynically downplayed
two important facts. First, the Citizenship
Amendment Act was not necessary to grant
refugees a pathway to citizenship. Second, the
purpose of the Act was not to clear a pathway
for groups persecuted on grounds of religion
from neighbouring countries residing in India.

Even on the question of persecution, the
Act is inconsistent. For example, why stop at
2014 as a cut-off date, since, by the govern-
ment’s own account, persecution of minori-
tiesisan ongoing phenomenon? It was to send
a clear signal that Muslims will be excluded
from this pathway. It is simply false to assert
that there are no persecuted Muslim groupsin
the neighbourhood. It introduced a religion-
based difference in how migrants, persecuted
minorities and refugees were treated. The aim
was nothing other than the transformation of
Indian citizenship, and to reinforce the idea
that Muslims do not naturally belong to India.
Having made that point, the government took
fouryears to enact the rules, conveniently trot-
ting it out a few days before elections, when
there is some spotlight on its perfidy in the
electoral bonds case.

But what made the CAA suchacynical ex-
ercise was its ideological alignment with an-
other ominous project, the NRC. The challenge
forany citizenship law inIndia, as Niraja Gopal
Jayal had written very powerfully at the time
in the most comprehensive piece on the sub-
ject, ‘Faith Based Citizenship’ (India Forum,
October 2019), was that, “The NRCand the CAB
are manifestly conjoined in their objectives.

By driving, for the moment,
a wedge between the CAA
and NRC, even for NRC-
excluded Hindus, the rules
become limited in scope and
application. It defuses the
ground for protest. It also
potentially protects the rules
from legal challenge. It will
be difficult to mobilise a
broad coalition on this. We
must give the Shaheen Bagh
protest credit, even as we
recognise its limitations. The
credit consists in the fact
that the government has not
been able to proceed with the
NRC on quite the scale that
it was signaling in the heady
days of 2019.

The first paves the way to statelessness and
detention centres for many poor and vulner-
able people, and most unjustly for those
whose genuine nationality is repudiated only
on the basis of their faith. The second offers a
smooth path to citizenship for groups of mi-
grants who are deemed acceptable only on
grounds of their faith.” The current anxiety
over the NRC has its roots in the politics of
Assam, where the issue of illegal migration has
understandably deep resonance. But by insist-
ing on a fast-tracked and un-implementable
NRC, the SC helped create the conditions
where the prospect of hundreds of thousands
of citizens or residents getting dispossessed of
their rights was real. This is what gave the
protests against the CAA such urgency.

The newly enacted rules, for now at least,
drive awedge between the CAAand the NRC.
They emphasise only the positive side of
granting non-Muslim refugees (who by defi-
nition will be treated as a persecuted group),
a path to citizenship. This, for the moment,
throws cold water on the apprehension that
while all Hindus excluded under the NRC
would automatically get citizenship, Muslims
would not. Under the current rules it seems
that for Hindus to be eligible they would have
to furnish documentary proof of their connec-
tion to Afghanistan, Pakistan or Bangladesh.
So the challenge will not be that of producing
Indian papers, but of producing some papers
from these countries. The rules are not dis-
criminatory in the general way that the pair-
ing of NRC and CAA was going to produce.

This could potentially be consequential in
astate like Assam. In the rest of India, outside
of the CAA framework, it is still possible that
the state is simply likely to assume that all
Hindus are entitled to be here; Muslims have
to potentially bear the burden of proof. It is
unlikely to consider non-Muslims as illegal
migrants in the way Muslims might be. As
Aman Wadud, who has tirelessly worked on
how people can be stripped of citizenship
through administrative procedures and law,
has often pointed out, a lot of the action on cit-
izenship is not the formal promulgation of the
law, but the shifting of the burden of proof.

But this move is potentially clever. At the
moment, it blunts some of the formal legal

charge of discrimination amongst those who
might be Indian citizens. It symbolically remi-
nds the electorate that this government will
progressively enact laws that privilege
Hindus. But it does not, for now, precipitate
the kind of exercise the NRC was signaling.
By driving, for the moment, a wedge between
the CAA and NRC, even for NRC-excluded
Hindus, the rules become limited in scope
and application. It defuses the ground for
protest. It also potentially protects the rules
from legal challenge.

It will be difficult to mobilise a broad coali-
tion on this. We must give the Shaheen Bagh
protest credit, even as we recognise its limi-
tations. The credit consists in the fact that the
government has not been able to proceed
with the NRC on quite the scale that it was sig-
naling in the heady days of 2019. We must
have no doubt about the direction in which
the government wants to move. But at the
margins, itis still having to comply with some
limits that the current constitutional formim-
poses. Shaheen Bagh was the last and most
significant protest that used that constitu-
tional argument in an effectively public way.

But having said that, the protests also had
two limitations. As much as the protests dis-
played an extraordinary grammar of consti-
tutionalism, they did not draw as much wide-
spread support amongst non-Muslims. Now
that potential might have diminished even
more. And inIndia any protestends up labour-
ing under the ability of the state to whip up
the fear that the protest will be hijacked by ex-
tra-constitutional forces. It will be hard to cir-
cumvent that fear at this moment.

At some point, the SC will awaken from
its slumber and fully consider the complex
issues involved in the CAA. But for now, the
government gets to fulfill its promise, and use
it as an election talking point, while throw-
ing cold water over the apprehensions of an
NRC being used to disenfranchise citizens.
Civil society will have to remain vigilant on
the last point. The project of transforming
Indian citizenship may be proceeding more
by stealth than big bang.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express
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1ILE KINGMAKER

Biggest loser in Haryana’s political realignment may be JJP

MANRA] GREWAL SHARMA

“ANOTHER SHREWD DEMOCRATIC experi-
ment.” This is how political observers are
likely to describe the swift change of guard in
the Haryana CM'’s office — from Manohar Lal
Khattar to Nayab Saini. Just a day earlier,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had spoken
glowingly about the "progressive mindset"”
of the now former CM, while reminiscing
about the good old days when he would ride
pillion on Khattar’s motorbike.

The unassuming Khattar was an unex-
pected choice for Chief Minister. In 2014, the
lotus sprang a surprise by winning 47 out of
90 seats in the 2014 Haryana assembly elec-
tions. CM Khattar had just begun to come
into his own. He kept a punishing schedule
and had all state-related information at his
fingertips. Until the very last minute when
Khattar proposed Saini’s name, a section in
the CMO continued to reassure media per-
sons that he was not going anywhere.

However, the BJP has never shied away
from the unpredictable. Cracks inits alliance
with Jannayak Janata Party (JJP) had begun
to appear last year amid the jousting for the
10 Lok Sabha seats, with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah announcing that the BJP
would contest all of them. The ]JP, led by
Dushyant Chautala, former deputy chief
minister of Haryana, had also been making
similar noises. That it was an alliance of mu-
tual convenience, not shared ideology, was-
n’t hidden from anyone. The JJP, bornin the
run-up to the 2019 assembly polls as a fall-

But the biggest loser in this
exercise is the JJP. The
newborn party, which had
cast itself as the rightful heir
to the INLD now finds itself
without both power and a
constituency. The death of
the coalition doesn’t bode
well for the INLD as well,
once a robust regional party
that had ruled Haryana.
Ironically, INLD allied with
BJP in 1999 only to break it
after winning the 2000
assembly polls with 47 seats.

out of the vertical split in the Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD), found itself playing
the role of a kingmaker when it won 10
assembly seats.

In what wasn’t seen then as a master-
stroke, the BJP joined hands with the fledg-
ling JJP, giving its young leader Dushyant,
thenaged 31, the deputy chief minister’s seat.
In one stroke, the party had neutralised the
budding opposition. Dushyant, whose voter
base is largely rural, stuck to the alliance de-
spite the blowback from the 2020 farm agi-
tation that prompted his uncle Abhay
Chautala toresign from the lone INLD seatin
the assembly — he won it back in the
Ellenabad bypolls in 2021.

The current shakeup, weeks before the
Lok Sabha polls, appears to be targeted more
atthe assembly elections slated for October,
with a resurgent state Congress. A new CM
and cabinet is the easiest way to beat anti-
incumbency. It is also a convenient way to
brush off any rancour caused by the
wrestlers’ protest in the not-too-distant past
or the recent farm agitation in Punjab, and
the Haryana government’s muscular
response toit.

But the change is not just cosmetic. In
Nayab Saini, the 55-year-old Kurukshetra
MP, Haryana gets a CM from an OBC com-
munity. Other Backward Classes form over
40 per cent of the state’s population as per
the 2011 census; the Jats comprise only 20-
25 per cent. The BJP had kept this mathe-

matics in mind even during the 2014 elec-
tions when, in a departure from the past, it
installed Khattar, a first-time MLA from
Karnal and a Punjabi Khatri with a Jat asits
state party chief. Lately, Congress has also
been shining a light on the lack of represen-
tation of OBCs, with Rahul Gandhi leading
the charge. After Congress installed Udai
Bhan, an OBC, as its state party chief in April
last year, BJP, too, followed suit with Saini,
now CM.

The great split comes days after
Brijendra Singh, the BJP MP from Hisar and
a great-grandson of Sir Chhotu Ram, the
legendary farmer leader, quit the party to
join Congress following differences over JJP.
Beset by factionalism, Congress will now
have to work harder as the BJP takes advan-
tage of its new look.

But the biggest loser in this exercise is the
JJP.The newborn party, which had cast itself
as the rightful heir to the INLD now finds it-
self without both power and a constituency.
The death of the coalition doesn’t bode well
for the INLD as well, once a robust regional
party that had ruled Haryana. Ironically, INLD
allied with BJP in 1999 only to break it after
winning the 2000 assembly polls with
47 seats.

The BJP’s message is loud and clear:
Anyone can be a CM, winnability is all
that matters.

manraj.grewal@expressindia.com
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CORRUPTION BILL

THE MAHARASHTRA CONGRESS (1) legisla-
ture party seemed set for a split when former
chief minister Babasaheb Bhosale defied the
party whip and tried to introduce his non-of-
ficial bill to amend the Prevention of
Corruption Act. Legislative Affairs Minister
Shantaram Gholap, other ministers present
and some legislators were stunned when
Bhosale rose to introduce his bill.

ATTEMPTED MURDER

FORMER PUNJAB CHIEF minister Darbara
Singh escaped an attempt on his life when a

person fired at him near Nangal in Ropar dis-
trict. He escaped unhurt while four persons,
including a woman, were injured. The as-
sailant has been arrested and identified as
Mohinder Singh of Faridkot district. Darbara
Singh had gone to attend the immersion of
the body of religious leader Sant Mohinder
Singh Harkhowal near Gurudwara Bhabour
Sahib at Nangal.

OPPOSITION CANDIDATE

LT GEN S K Sinha (retd) who was denied his
chance by Mrs Gandhi’s government last year
to be the army chief is likely to join politics
soon. There is a move by several opposition

parties in Bihar to put him up as a consensus
opposition candidate for this month’s elec-
tions to the Rajya Sabha. Among others, these
parties are the Lok Dal, the Bharatiya Janata
Party and the Janata Party.

FIRING IN BANGALORE

A CURFEW WAS imposed in 11 localities af-
ter violence continued in east Bangalore and
the City Market area. Police fired three rounds
inthe airin the Bamboo Bazaar areawhenari-
otous mob attempted to set a police vehicle
on fire. Mobs also indulged in large-scale vio-
lence and arson in the City Market area and K
G Halli, where seven persons were killed.
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When Mumbai was Bombay

The city’s landscape has altered dramatically.
So have its ethos and priorities

CooMI KAPOOR

PACKING UP TO leave forever, the family
apartment in south Mumbai, was an emo-
tional wrench, but also an eye-opener. In the
boxes of photographs and letters I sorted out
were memories of the city [ grew up in. There
is little resemblance between the Mumbai
of today and the Bombay of my childhood.

I am among the last of the generation
which cansstill recall a genteel, slower paced,
less vainglorious city. I grew up on a leafy
quiet street, lined with Victorian two-storey
villas, where a lamplighter nightly illumi-
nated the gas street lamps manually with a
rod. On the walk to school, one passed the
gracious Anglo-Gothic buildings of the
Bombay High Court and Bombay University.
For longer journeys, there was a tramline near
the art deco Regal cinema. The tram moved so
slowly you could jump on and off at any point.
Churchgate station came up literally in front
of my eyes in the Fifties. Then suburban trains
started plying, disgorging, at intervals, thou-
sands of commuters from the suburbs work-
ing in the then bustling Fort area.

By the early Sixties, the houses on my
residential street, New Marine Lines, had
been torn down to make way for ugly multi-
storey office buildings on a road far too nar-
row to cope with the necessary infrastruc-
ture required for the sudden influx of people
and cars. The changes came about abruptly
due to a deft amendment tweaking munic-
ipal corporation rules concerning heights
and floor arearatios in the zone. A new breed
of builders changed the landscape forever.
Then greedy politicians in partnerships with
builders extended the boundaries of the is-
land city, reclaiming large tracts of land at
Nariman Point.

Every time I return to Mumbai, I witness
fresh changes. In January, a six-lane high-
way bridge connecting Mumbai with the
satellite city of Navi Mumbai was inaugu-
rated. In front of the Nepean Sea Road apart-
ment I have left behind, construction on a
sea-link road stretching from Chowpatty to
Mahalaxmi has continued for years. Another
sea-link road is to connect Bandra to
Versova. Work on Mumbai’s raised Metro
line pillars also seems unending and the
dust from the myriad building sites has
made the beautiful port city so polluted and
hazy that often you cannot see Nariman
Point from the Hanging Gardens.

As Mumbai’s landscape alters dramati-
cally, so do its ethos and priorities. I notice
that familiar bookshops and coffee shops
have been replaced by wedding couture
boutiques. Appropriately, the Mumbai buzz
at present is all about the razzle dazzle of the
over-the-top Ambani pre-wedding festivi-
ties in Jamnagar. The carefully crafted
YouTube video clips share every detail of the
mind-boggling conspicuous consumption.

Mumbaikars are impressed by the dis-
tinguished foreign celebrities who attended
the event, along with India’s Who’s Who
from Bollywood, sports and the political
world. Videos of the guests dancing dutifully
to the music at the events hosted by
Mumbai society’s uncrowned first lady have
gone viral. Uncomfortable questions as to
how a young man was permitted to start a
3,000 acre private sanctuary in the middle of
a petroleum refinery or how a defence air-

port was converted overnight into an inter-
national airport are brushed aside and
viewed as a case of sour grapes.

I canrecall an innocent time when wed-
ding ceremonies of even the wealthy in
Mumbai were restricted to a single recep-
tion and dinner with dance band crooners
such as Goody Seervai, Nelly or Maurice
Concessio. The only decor was the twinkling
lights in the trees. Today, even austere mid-
dle-class Maharashtrian families have
moved with the times to accommodate
Punjabi joie de vivre functions such as
sangeets, and mehendis. But the Ambani pre-
wedding festivities have raised the bar to a
whole new level of dazzle, glitz and limit-
less expense. Tatler magazine estimates the
cost at $120 million.

Some see more similarities between
India’s uber rich today and powerful Russian
oligarchs than with the fiscally prudent,
publicity reticent, philanthropic merchant
princes and industrialists who dominated
Mumbai in an earlier era. Flashy jewellery
and stunning outfits may always have been
de rigueur for the rich, but there were also
examples of Bombay’s wealthy women of
yesteryears pawning their jewellery, some-
times secretly, for worthy causes such as a
cancer hospital, a steel mill, animal welfare
or supporting Vinayak Damodar Savarkar.
Eminent academician Pratap Bhanu Mehta
terms the hubris of organising well publi-
cised, but private Jamnagar style festivities
as “a perfect embodiment of our age”. Some
view this crass demonstration of power and
wealth as aninspiring advertisement for as-
pirational India and economic liberalisation.

I can recall an innocent time
when wedding ceremonies of
even the wealthy in Mumbai
were restricted to a single
reception and dinner with
dance band crooners such as
Goody Seervai, Nelly or
Maurice Concessio. The only
decor was the twinkling
lights in the trees. Today,
even austere middle-class
Maharashtrian families have
moved with the times to
accommodate Punjabi joie de
vivre functions such as
sangeets, and mehendis.

CR Sasikumar

Superstars, emirs and internet billionaires
not only participated enthusiastically, but
gifted suitably mind-boggling presents. The
rags-to-riches story of Anant’s grandfather
has become alegend and the few murmurs
of moralistic disapproval are drowned in
general fascination and ambitions to emu-
late his life story.

One sees some interesting parallels in to-
day’s Mumbai story with a popular serial The
Gilded Age, trending on an OTT platform. The
serial is set in New York of the 1880s and
some of the principal characters are mod-
elled on the Vanderbilt family members,
parvenus trying to break into the snobby so-
cial circles of New York’s old money. Season
Two centres on the society war over com-
peting opera houses. It was inspired by the
real life story of Alva Vanderbilt who funded
anew Metropolitan Opera House when she
was denied a box at the Academy of Music
opera house. The Tata Trusts funded the
National Centre for the Performing Arts
(NCPA), billed as Asia’s first multi-venue cul-
tural centre, at Nariman Point. It was opened
half a century ago. It could soon be
overshadowed by the Nita Mukesh Ambani
Cultural Centre (NMACC) inaugurated
last year. The NCPA is in sleepy south
Bombay, which has sadly been left behind.
The city’s trendy restaurants, offices and
apartment complexes are now in the Bandra
Kurla Complex (BKC) where the NMACC
is located. It is a reflection of the city’s
changing character.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

The Court’s trajectory

With electoral bonds decision, SC has retrieved lost institutional ground. Or hasit?

CHRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT

THE DECISION OF the Supreme Court on the
electoral bonds scheme stands in stark con-
trast with a long series of judgments that ap-
peared to go systematically in favour of the
government at the Centre.Is the court backon
track in its role of custodian of the constitu-
tional letter and spirit, and as the institution
that protects freedoms and liberties against
state transgression? And why did it let itself
get derailed in the first place?

For decades, India’s Supreme Court has
been admired across the globe because of its
ability to resist, and stand up to, executive
power. Till recently, the Court’s career had only
been really tainted by one episode, the
Emergency, about which Justice Y V
Chandrachud, the longest serving Indian Chief
Justice, came to show remorse later. Two
months after he was controversially swornin
as chiefjustice by the Janata Party — large sec-
tions of the judiciary protested his appoint-
ment because of his habeas corpus ruling —
he saidina 1978 speech: “Iregret thatIdid not
have the courage to lay down my office and
tell the people, well, this is the law”.

After almost a decade of decisions in
which it appeared to give a domineering
Executive the benefit of every doubt, the
Supreme Court of India was hardly recognis-
able, till the electoral bonds decision. The
Indian trajectory is not unique here.

Everywhere, in the name of the people, pop-
ulists fight against the independence of the
judiciary. Look at the manner in which judges
and their role are viewed by Viktor Orban,
Jaroslaw Kaczynski or Benjamin Netanyahu.

As early as July 2014, the government of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi promoted a
constitutional amendment in order to create
a commission which would be responsible
for appointing and transferring judicial offi-
cers and which would consist of the CJI, two
senior judges, the Minister of Law and
Justice and two “eminent personalities”.
These two personalities would have been
selected by acommittee comprising the (]I,
the PM and the Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha. This bill was passed in
Parliament, but the Supreme Court quashed
itin 2015 because it would affect the inde-
pendence of the judiciary, guaranteed, in its
view, by the Collegium system.

However, the Supreme Court began to
drop the ball with regard to its vigilance
against the crossing of lines by the Executive.
In 2017, the Court refused to examine a peti-
tion alleging dilution in the Whistleblower
Protection Act and in 2018 it validated the
Aadhaar Act that the government had passed
as a money bill — like the Electoral Bonds Bill
—inspite of the fact thatit fell well outside the
limits set by the Constitution for money bills.

These bills solely concern taxation and gov-
ernment spending — that’s why they do not
need to be examined by the Upper House of
Parliament, something the Modi government
found to be convenient because the BJP did
not have the majority in the Rajya Sabha.

Four senior-most members of the
Supreme Court — Justices Kurian Joseph, ]
Chelameswar, Madan Lokur and Ranjan
Gogoi — held a press conference to make
their criticism public against Justice Misra's
functioning in January 2018. But Justice
Misra’s successor, CJI Gogoi seemed to fol-
low in his footsteps, confirming that the
problem had spread to the Court as an insti-
tution. This was evident from the fate of cru-
cial cases, including the electoral bonds case.
In 2019, the Supreme Court judgment on the
MLAs who had defected from Congress to
BJP — enabling the latter party to form
the government in Karnataka in spite of its
electoral defeat — made a mockery of the
Anti-Defection Law.

Similarly, the Court kicked the can down
the road on the constitutional challenge to the
abrogation of Article 370, and the splitting of
the erstwhile state of J&K into two Union
Territories, on reservation for economically
weaker sections, judicial review of money
bills, electoral bonds and the challenge to the
Citizenship Amendment Act.

If what constitutional law scholar
Gautam Bhatia has called “judicial evasion”
remained the Supreme Court’s favourite
strategy, when it did make decisions, none
of them challenged the government. For in-
stance, it dismissed the plea to transfer the
PM CARES Fund, that had received large
sums of money during the Covid-19 crisis
to the National Disaster Relief Fund and up-
held the validity of the draconian
Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), including the investigative powers
of the Enforcement Directorate.

The 10 per cent EWS quota was upheld, as
was the legality of the government’s 2016 de-
monetisation move, and the abolition of
Article 370 as well as the downgrading of J&K
into a Union Territory, which senior lawyers
with an impeccable reputation, like Fali
Nariman, considered as poor decisions.

With the decision on electoral bonds, the
court seems to have retrieved some of the
ground it had steadily ceded to the
Executive. It remains to be seen, however, if,
on this decision and in cases in the future, it
can stay the course.

The writer is a senior research fellow at
CERI-Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris, professor of
Indian Politics and Sociology at King’s India
Institute, London
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The fact that prices have skyrocketed despite there being sufficient food supplies is
totally unacceptable. As Ramadan unfolds, we urge the government to honour its
commitment anyway possible. The spirit of Ramadan must not be overshadowed

by the burden of astronomical prices.”

—THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

A fact sheet,

a sheet

anchor

We need unit-level data to draw firm conclusions
from consumer expenditure survey. It does
indicate increase in income and prosperity

BIBEK DEBROY

“EVERY GIFFEN GOOD is aninferior good. But
every inferior good is not a Giffen good.”
Every undergraduate textbook on microeco-
nomics will have this statement while dis-
cussing consumer behaviour. I wonder
whether we would have remembered
Robert Giffen had it not been for Alfred
Marshall’s influential (at the time, in 1890)
Principles of Economics. Most students read
contemporary textbooks, not what are
known as classics. Marshall wrote, “For in-
stance, as Sir R Giffen has pointed out, a rise
in the price of bread makes so large a drain
on the resources of the poorer labouring fam-
ilies and raises so much the marginal utility
of money to them, that they are forced to cur-
tail their consumption of meat and the more
expensive farinaceous foods: and, bread be-
ing still the cheapest food which they can get
and will take, they consume more, and not
less of it.” Had they read the classics, they
would have known that farinaceous means
something with starch, based on the Latin for
ground wheat, or flour. If the price of a good
goes up, we consume less of it. The reverse
also holds and this is known as the law of de-
mand. A Giffen good violates this principle.
When the price goes up, we consume more
and vice-versa. This is explained by breaking
up what happens into an income effect and
asubstitution effect.

Aninferior good is one where income in-
creases lead toadecline indemand and vice-
versa, contrary to what one might expect.
Public transport might be an example, since
[ switch to private transport as income in-
creases. If the price increases, the relative
substitution effect will make me switch to
other goods. For a Giffen good, the perverse
income effect (since it is an inferior good)
overrides the substitution effect. This ex-
plains the statement from undergraduate
texts. Thanks to Marshall, we might identify
Giffen as an economist. Since he wrote on fi-
nance and taxation, you could call him an
economist. But he was primarily a statisti-
cian. Indeed, he was the Chief Statistical
Officer to the Board of Trade. Therefore, it is
appropriate that I should mention Giffen’s
name in the context of the recent household
consumption expenditure survey (HCES)
fact sheet brought out by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MoSPI). This is for 2022-23 and we await
the results of the 2023-24 survey. This is just
a fact sheet, we await unit-level data. With
changes in methodology, we await some
kind of validation, with a smaller sample
that uses both the old methodology and the
new. Despite such caveats, people have
jumped the gun, on poverty ratios and in-
equality,and the World Poverty Clock shows
that India has eradicated extreme poverty.
Let me ignore those issues.

sition of monthly per capita consumption
expenditure (MPCE). There has been in-
come growth and consumption growth —
that's obvious, though such household sur-
veys always underestimate aggregate con-
sumption, as measured through national
accounts. This isn’t a problem specific to
India alone. With the caveat that different
NSS (National Sample Survey) rounds
aren’t comparable, rural households are
spending less on food, down from 59.40
per cent in 1999-2000 to 46.38 per cent in
2022-23. Across the rounds, there has been
asteady decline and naturally, an increase
innon-food. At that aggregate level, food is
an inferior good. Disaggregated, it’s a bit
more complicated.

There has been a steady decline in ce-
reals and pulses shares and an increase in
consumption of fruits, eggs, fish, meat and
processed food. Perhaps rural India’s con-
sumption of farinaceous items has shifted
to junk food — potatoes may be inferior
goods, not potato chips. Wouldn’t one have
expected the share of milk and milk prod-
ucts togo up over time? (It hasn’t). The fact
sheet has a separate table with imputa-
tions, where there are imputations for sub-
sidised items provided through welfare
schemes (with no imputations for health
and education). With that, not surprisingly,
shares of both food and cereals increase,
compared to shares without imputations.
Wouldn't one have expected the share of
education to increase? It hasn’t, not since
2004-05. Nor has that of non-hospitalisa-
tion medical expenses, not since 1999-
2000 — hospitalisation has increased.
These contradict anecdotal assertions and
note, these trends pre-date recent welfare
schemes. Therefore, the substitution of pri-
vate expenditure by public expenditure is
not a convincing explanation.

These were rural trends. For urban India,
food is down from 48.06 per cent in 1999-
2000 to 39.17 per cent in 2022-23 and the
farinaceous shift to processed food is much
more pronounced. The education and health
trends diverge quite a bit, between rural and
urban. For education, the share increased
sharply till 2009-10, but has dipped since
then. Non-hospitalisation medical expenses
have increased, but hospitalisation has been
flat. Again, these are not patterns quite in
conformity with a prioriimpressions. A pri-
oriimpressions, anecdotal or otherwise, can
of course be wrong. However, to validate and
check properly, one needs to wait for the
unit-level data. The opposite of an inferior
goodisn’t called a superior good. Itis simply
called anormal good, one where incomein-
creases lead to demand increases.

Durable goods are bound to be that and
for both rural and urban, increases in shares
of durable goods underline increases in pros-
perity and income. Even though this is an
aggregate fact sheet, thatimprovement can-
not be denied. Between 2011-12 and 2022-
23, there is also the catch-up of rural vis-a-
vis urban, highlighting the blurring of
differences between the two. That fact is a
sheet anchor of these results.

The writer is chairman, Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minister.

Let me instead flag shifts in the compo- Views are personal
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A POLITICAL TOOL SPECTATOR ETIQUETTE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Between
the rules’ (IE, March 13). The Modi gov-
ernment’s notification of the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) 2019 Rules, de-
spite the matter being sub-judice for vi-
olation of the right to equality, ought to
be seenin the light of BJP-RSS’sideology.
Non-Muslim migrants from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh are only a
few thousand compared to 140 crore
Indians.If granted citizenship, they could
hardly impact the election. But the rhet-
oric built around their suffering in the
hands of Muslim rulers would appeal to
BJP supporters and many Hindus, which
explains the timing of the announce-
ment before the election.

LR Murmu, New Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Between
therules’ (IE, March 13). The Centre’s de-
cision to notify CAA Rules days before
the general elections trigger legitimate
questions about the intentions of the
government. It seems that the BJP be-
lieves that the reignited discussion on
CAA at this juncture projects the party
as a custodian of its people. Hence, sev-
eral Opposition parties have already
raised their objection to the notification
and its timing, holding the government
guilty of introducing a divisive agenda
ahead of the election. The coming days
will go to show whether the govern-
ment is serious about its stated objec-
tive behind the law or merely wants to
use the rules as a political tool.

Khokan Das, Kolkata

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Satwik-
Chirag’(IE, March 13).India’s sports land-
scape witnessed a paradigm shift with
Satwik-Chirag’s victory. Moreover, with
Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa’s pres-
ence at the FIDE World Cup final, Neergqj
Chopra’s Gold at the World Athletics
Championships, the blind Women’s
Cricket Team’s win at IBSA World Games
etc., India has championed inclusivity.
Even so, issues persist, such as sexual ha-
rassment allegations and inadequate in-
frastructure. As spectators, however, we
must evolve and respect players irre-
spective of wins or losses. Sports must
transcend hate and foster a culture of ap-
preciation and support for athletes.
Snehanjal, New Delhi

FALI'S GENIUS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Seven les-
sons from my guru’ (IE, March 13). Fali
Nariman was a man of principles, dili-
gently practicing what he preached —
the most challenging of tasks. He was
readily accepting of his faults. While the
constitution committee drafted the
Constitution, Fali Nariman implemented
it for the people. His resignation on the
day of the Emergency exemplified his
profound patriotism towards the na-
tion’s citizens. Before embarking on his
heavenly journey, he bestowed a gift
upon the people of our country in the
form of his book You Must Know Your
Constitution. Rest in peace, Prophet.
Ajay Corriea, Vasai
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The froth in small stocks, and why regulators are worried

HITESHVYAS & GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,MARCH 13

STOCKS OF small companies are showing signs
of becoming bubbles, and regulators have
sounded a warning. Over the last five trading
sessions, the Smallcap index has fallen by 10%
and the Midcap index by 5.9%. In comparison,
the benchmark Sensex at BSE has lost only 1.2%.

The Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) has said there is evidence of price
manipulation in the initial public offerings
(IPOs)and trading in the shares of small and
medium enterprises (SMEs). And the apex
body of mutual funds (MFs), the Association
of Mutual Funds of India (AMFI), last month
asked fund managers to act proactively to
protect the interests of investors.

Is there a bubble building in small caps
and SME stocks?

Some categories of stocks do appear to
be moving ahead of their fundamentals.

EXPLAINED [}
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In the one-year period between March 1,
2023 and February 29, 2024, while the bench-
mark Sensex rose 22%, the BSE Midcap and
Smallcap indices rose nearly three times that
—by 63% and 65% respectively. Over the same
period, the BSE SME IPO index shot up 141%.

While the SME IPO index rally is alarm-
ing, and the jump in the small and mid cap
indices is of concern as well — especially
when compared with the Sensex, which
comprises bluechip companies.

Asharprallyinstocks, if not backed by cor-
responding growth in earnings, makes it over-
valued — and any correction in the market
leads toa sharper decline in those stocks. Thus,
while the Sensex has been relatively stable
over the last five trading sessions, the Smallcap
and Midcap indices have fallen much more.

Are SME stocks being manipulated on
the exchanges?

There are some signs, but the regulator is
not able to take actionimmediately, SEBI chair-
person Madhabi Puri Buch said on Monday.

JUS Al

SOFTWARE ENGINEER: MEET DEVIN

BIJIN JOSE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

US-BASED applied Al lab, Cognition, has
introduced what it claims is the world’s
first Al software engineer. The makers say
that the Al agent, named Devin, has suc-
cessfully passed practical engineering in-
terviews held by leading Al companies. It
has also completed real jobs posted on
Upwork, an US-based freelancing plat-
form, according to Cognition.

“Devinis atireless, skilled teammate,
equally ready to build alongside you or
independently complete tasks for you to
review. With Devin, engineers can focus
onmore interesting problems, and engi-
neering teams can strive for more ambi-
tious goals,” read the company’s official
blog post on Devin.

What can Devin do?

The Alagent comes with advanced ca-
pabilities in software development, in-
cluding coding, debugging, problem-
solving, etc. Devin uses machine learning
algorithms to constantly learn and im-
prove its performance and adapt accord-
ing to new challenges. It can build and de-
ploy apps end-to-end and can also train
and fine-tune its own Al models.

Devin can plan and execute complex
engineering tasks that would require
thousands of decisions. This is possible
owing to Cognition’s advances in long-
term reasoning and planning. According
to the company, Devin canrecall relevant
context at each step, self-learn over time,
and even fix mistakes.

Besides, the makers have also en-
dowed the Al software engineer with the
ability to proactively collaborate with the
user. It reports progress in real-time, is ca-
pable of accepting feedback, and works
along with the user through design
choices as needed.

What about its performance?

On the SWE-Bench benchmark (a
benchmark for evaluating large language
models on real-world software issues
found on GitHub), Devin correctly re-
solved 13.86 per cent of the issues with-

assisted of the previous state-of-the-art
model.

In terms of performance, Devin Al is
capable of augmenting efficiency and
speed within software development
processes by automating repetitive tasks,
instantly generating code, expediting
project timelines, and cutting down de-
velopment expenses substantially.

One of the most notable facets of
Devin Al is that it is immune to human
errors or inconsistencies. The Al agent is
capable of guaranteeing precision and
uniformity in coding practices which can
lead to the development of superior-
quality software products.

It needs to be noted that the company
has not disclosed anything about the Al
model thatis powering Devin Al, nor has
it revealed detailed technical specifica-
tions. Some of the other popular Al-pow-
ered tools that help with coding are
OpenAl Codex, GitHub Copilot, Polycoder,
CodeT5, Tabnine, etc.

What challenges, opportunities does
itbring?

While the company has elaborated on
the capabilities of Devin, some experts
feel that the Al software engineer may
struggle with complex requirements or
instances that rely on human intuition
and creativity. Besides, Al tools such as
Devin seem to fan concerns about job
losses.

However, others believe that Devin
can be an ally for thousands of software
engineers, offering new avenues of col-
laboration between human ingenuity
and Al

What s Cognition?

Cognition, the firm behind Devin, is
headed by Scott Wu. Cognition calls itself
an applied Al lab that is focussed on rea-
soning. The company claims that it is
building Al teammates with capabilities
that surpass existing Al tools. “Building
Devin is just the first step—our hardest
challenges still lie ahead,” reads the
website.

The agent will soon be available to be
hired for engineering works,but for now,
companies need to join a waitlist.

out any assistance compared with the
1.96 per cent unassisted and 4.80 per cent
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SIGNS OF A BUBBLE

Mar1,’23- | Mar1-Mar

Feb29,’24| 13,'24
Sensex 22% -1.33%
BSE Largecap 29% | -2.1%
BSE Midcap 63% -5.3%
BSE Smallcap 635% -10.7%
BSE SME IPO 141% | —15.9%

Source: BSE

“In terms of actual price manipulation (in
the SME segment)both at the [PO level and the
trading level, we are working to evidence that,
and we do see the signs. ..We are able to see
certain patterns. However, as per the regula-
tions, the way we need to construct the entire
case, we do need to take some time to do that
inarobust manner,” she said atan AMFl event.

Buch said SEBI has received feedback

from the market on price manipulation in
the listing of SMEs. Market participants have
also advised the regulator on ways to identify
such cases and to deal with them. While the
picture is not clear yet, market sources indi-
caterigging in the IPO process, and manipu-
lation in prices after listing.

“The reality is that these (SMEs) are rela-
tively small entities, the market is small, the
free float is small, it is relatively easy to ma-
nipulate both at the IPO level and the trad-
ing level,” Buch said.

Has there been a lot of market activity in
the SME sector recently?

SMEs have been flocking to the ex-
changes to list their shares. In 2023, there
were 182 SME IPOs, which cumulatively
raised more than Rs 4,600 crore, anincrease
of 150% over the Rs 1,800 crore raised
through SME IPOs in 2022. In 2024, the first
two months alone saw 30 SME IPOs that col-
lectively raised more than Rs 1,000 crore.

The small and mid cap segments have seen

a surge in inflows from investors, which has
raised the prices of these stocks 100-200%
higher over last year. Small and mid caps are
companies with a market capitalisation of less
than Rs 5,000 crore, and more than Rs 5,000
crore butless thanRs 20,000 crore respectively.

Over the past six months, the Nifty
Smallcap 100index has surged by 33%,and the
Nifty Midcap 100 has risen by more than 24%.
This is much higher than the 14% growth seen
in the benchmark Nifty 50in the same period.

Between August 2023 and January 2024,
small cap funds saw net inflows of Rs
22,252.14 crore, and mid cap funds received
Rs 13,042.1 crore, according to AMFI data.
Over the same period, large cap funds saw
net inflows of only Rs 1,577.04 crore.

These huge inflows contributed to the sur-
ge in small cap and mid cap stocks, with retail
investors also jumping on to the bandwagon.

Why is all of this a concern?
Analysts have expressed concern over the
high valuations of small and mid cap compa-
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nies, which pose risks for investors who tend
to follow the herd and invest in high-priced
stocks without adequate research. Regulators
are worried that when a correction comes,
investors who invested at high valuations are
bound tolose heavily — and want the money
flow to small cap stocks to be moderated.

On February 27, AMFI wrote to its mem-
bers: “In the context of froth building up in
the small and mid cap segments of the mar-
ket and the continuing flows in the small and
mid cap schemes of mutual funds, trustees,
in consultation with the Unitholder
Protection Committee of the AMCs, shall en-
sure that a policy is putin place to protect the
interest of all investors.”

Buch said SEBI could not allow bubbles
to build up. “Some people call it a bubble,
some may call it froth. It may not be appro-
priate to allow that bubble to keep building
because if it keeps building, then when it
bursts... By definition bubbles burst, and
when they burst, they impact investors ad-
versely, which is not a good thing,” she said.

FBR and energy security

The beginning of ‘core loading’ at the Kalpakkam Fast Breeder Reactor marks a critical milestone in India’s
three-stage nuclear power programme. How does FBR work to convert ‘fertile’ material to fissile material?

ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

THE VITAL second stage of India’s three-stage
nuclear programme got a boost with the com-
mencement of ‘core loading’ at the country’s
firstindigenous Fast Breeder Reactor (FBR) at
Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu, earlier this month.

Core loading refers to the process of plac-
ing nuclear fuel assemblies inside the core of
anuclear reactor. The initiation of the process
was witnessed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on March 4.

The completion of core loading will ef-
fectively mark the first approach to ‘critical-
ity’ — the initiation of a self-sustaining nu-
clear fission reaction that will eventually lead
to the generation of power by the 500
megawatt electric(MWe) FBR.

India’s FBR programme

Efforts to build an FBR were initiated two
decades ago, and successive governments
have nurtured the project as a step towards
India developing comprehensive capabili-
ties that span the entire nuclear fuel cycle, by
which electricity is produced from uranium
in nuclear power reactors.

In 2003, when Atal Bihari Vajpayee was
Prime Minister, the Bharatiya Nabhikiya
Vidyut Nigam Ltd or BHAVINI was incorpo-
rated to build and operate India’s most ad-
vanced nuclear reactor, the Prototype Fast
Breeder Reactor (PFBR).

The project was expected to be com-
pleted by September 2010, but was delayed
due to technological challenges. The last set
of approvals had revised the completion tar-
get to October 2022.

Once commissioned, India will be the sec-
ond country after Russia to have a commer-
cial operating FBR. China has a small pro-
gramme on fast breeders; programmes in
countries such as Japan, France,and the United
States were shut down amid safety concerns.

From ‘fertile’ to ‘fissile’

The Department of Atomic Energy’s
(DAE'’s) three-stage power programme en-
visages a pathway to utilising India’s abun-
dant thorium reserves — found in coastal and
inland placer sands on the beaches of Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, and Gujarat, and in the inland river-
ine sands of Jharkhand and West Bengal —
to generate electricity.

Aplacer depositis a natural concentration
of heavier minerals created by the action of
gravity on moving particles. These concen-
trations are typically found along streams,
rivers, beaches, and stretches of residual
gravel where they wash up. Besides thorium
(from monazite ore), gold, platinum, tita-
nium, uranium, and rare earth elements are

NUCLEAR FUELS & REACTORS

NUCLEAR FUELS are classified as
“fissile’ (U233, U235, Pu239) or ‘fertile’
(U238,Th232). Fissile isotopes can be
directly used as nuclear fuel; fertile
isotopes need to be converted into
fissile before they can be used. U235 is
the only fissile isotope that occurs in
nature.

IN INDIA, resources of exploitable
uranium (natural uranium is mostly
U238, with only 0.7% U235) are
limited, while thorium (Th232)is
abundantly available.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
Kalpakkam on March 4. pri

BOTH fissile and fertile isotopes are
precious commodities that must be
used judiciously for optimum
utilisation. Pressurised Heavy Water
Reactors, which burn U235, also
convert fertile U238 to Pu239. This
plutonium is used in Fast Breeder

Reactors as fuel to generate electricity.

FAST REACTORS produce more fuel
than they consume. They also aid in
the conversion of fertile Th232 into
fissile U233, which can be used to fuel
subsequent reactors.

INDIA’S THREE-STAGE PROGRAMME

STAGE 1: PHWRs use natural
uranium-based fuels to generate
electricity, while producing fissile
Pu239, which can be extracted by
reprocessing the spent fuel.

STAGE 2: FBRs of the kind at
Kalpakkam, using Pu-based fuels, can
enhance nuclear power capacity, and
convert fertile thorium into fissile
uranium (U233). Reprocessing of the
spent fuel is vital for efficient

utilisation of plutonium inventory.

STAGE 3: U233 produced in the
second stage can be used for the third
stage of the power programme, which
consists of advanced thermal and fast
breeder reactors, for long-term
energy security. In addition, fissile
isotopes can be produced by
Accelerator-driven Subcritical Reactor
(ADS) systems.

Source: BARC, DAE

commercially mined from placer deposits.
India owes the vision of the three-phase
programme of nuclear power to ensure en-
ergy security to Dr Homi ] Bhabha, the father
of India’s nuclear programme, and Dr Vikram

Thorium-bearing monazite too, is a fer-
tile material that has to be converted tofissile
material U233.

India has adopted a “closed fuel cycle” ap-
proach, which involves the reprocessing of

ral uranium as fuel and heavy water (deu-
terium oxide) as coolant and moderator.

Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd op-
erates 22 commercial reactors with aninstalled
capacity of 6,780 MWe. The programme has
been supplemented by construction of im-
ported Light Water Reactors (LWRs) — the first
of two units built with Russian collaboration
is already generating power.

The second stage involves the setting up of
FBRs backed by reprocessing plants and plu-
tonium fabrication plants, primarily to multi-
ply the inventory of fissile material. Multipli-
cation of fissile inventory is also needed to
establish a higher power base for using tho-
rium in the third stage of the programme.

The third stage will be based on the Th-
U233 cycle. For producing U233, obtained by
irradiation of thorium in PHWRs and FBRs,
an Advanced Heavy Water Reactor (AHWR)
is proposed.

The combination of power reactors from
all the three stages is expected to ensure
long-term energy security for the country.
But the commercial utilisation of thorium on
asignificant scale can begin only when abun-
dant supplies of either U233 or Pu239 are
available. The progress on the FBR has made
the passage to the third phase visible.

Way forward hereafter

As core loading commences, the FBR will
initially use Uranium-Plutonium Mixed
Oxide (MOX) fuel, officials said. The U238
‘blanket’ around the fuel core will undergo
nuclear transmutation to produce more fuel
— thus the name ‘Breeder’. Nuclear transmu-
tation involves the conversion of a chemical
element or isotope into another chemical el-
ement, with the numbers of protons or neu-
trons in the nucleus of the atom undergoing
achange.

The use of Th232, which is not a fissile
material, as a blanket is also envisaged in this
stage. Through transmutation, thorium will
create fissile U233, which will be used as fuel
in the third stage.

The DAE maintains that despite the use
of this advanced technology, both the capital

Sarabhai, who recognised the need for de-
veloping FBRs, as these reactors generate
more nuclear fuel than they consume due to
the gainful conversion of fertile isotopes into
fissile material.

The three stages involve the conversion
of ‘fertile’ material (which is not fissionable
by thermal neutrons but can be converted
into fissile material) into fissile material.

Forexample, U238, the dominant isotope
of uranium, is a fertile material that cannot by
itself make the reactor achieve criticality, and
has to be converted to fissile plutonium
(Pu239) in a nuclear reactor. The spent fuel
from thermal reactors contains Pu239, which
is most efficiently burnt in a fast reactor.

spent fuel to separate the useful Pu239 and
U233 isotopes from U238 and Th232. To
multiply the fissile inventory and to gradu-
ally work towards establishing a higher
power base, it is key to ultimately use tho-
rium in the third stage of the programme.

The FBR is an important milestone for
getting to the third stage, paving the way for
the eventual full utilisation of the country’s
thorium.

Three stages and FBR

The first stage — the setting up of
Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs)
and associated fuel cycle facilities — is in
progress. PHWRs are reactors that use natu-

cost and per-unit electricity cost are “com-
parable” to other nuclear and conventional
power plants.

While the first of the three stages is al-
ready underway with the PHWR pro-
gramme, the India-US civil nuclear deal has
opened the doors for India to buy uranium
forits domestic reactors, thus increasing the
pace of its nuclear programme.

The DAE aims to increase the share of nu-
clear power in the energy mix by 2032 by
producing 22,400 MWe from its nuclear
power plants. It has approved the construc-
tion of 10 new PHWRs in ‘fleet mode’, in
which a plant is expected to be built in five
years from the first pouring of concrete.

Pi Day: Understanding the world’s most famous mathematical constant

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

MARCH 14, OR 3/14 as per the American
convention, is celebrated as Pi Day world-
wide as an ode to the most well-known ap-
proximation (3.14) of the mathematical
constant Pi.

The tradition was started by physicist
Larry Shaw of the Exploratorium museum
inSan Francisco in 1988, and has since seen
global popularity.

On the day, mathematicians try to raise
awareness on their subject among lay per-
sons, through lectures, museum exhibitions
and pie-eating competitions.

In 2019, UNESCO’s 40th General
Conference designated Pi Day as the

International Day of Mathematics.

What s Pi?

Pi, often represented by the Greek letter
pi, is the most famous of all mathematical
constants. It represents the ratio of a circle’s
circumference (boundary) to its diameter
(a straight line between two points on the
circle’s boundary, passing through its cen-
tre). Regardless of the circle’s size, this ratio
always remains constant.

Piis an irrational number — it is a deci-
mal with no end and no repeating pattern
—which is most often approximated to 3.14,
or the fraction 22/7.

How is Pi calculated?
The importance of Pi has been recog-
nised for at least 4,000 years. Academic Petr

Beckman in his classic A History of
Pi (1970) wrote that “by 2,000
BC, men had grasped the sig- ;""a;
nificance of the constant that
is today denoted by pi,and
that they had found a rough
approximation of its value.”
Both ancient Babylonians
and ancient Egyptians came up -
with their own measurements,
probably by drawing a circle of
some diameter, and then
measuring its circumference
using a rope of said diameter

."""'I
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(circa 287-212 BCE) who came up
_ with the method to calculate Pi
+ thatremained in use till the

17th century. He realised that

the perimeter of a regular

polygon of ‘n’ sides inscribed

in a circle is smaller than the
circumference of the circle,
whereas the perimeter of a simi-
lar polygon circumscribed about the
circle is greater than its cir-
cumference. This can be used
to calculate the limits within
which the value of Pi must lie.

inlength. Babylonians settled
at 25/8 (3.125) as the value of Pi, while an-
cient Egyptians settled at (16/9)2 (approx-
imately 3.16).

It was Greek polymath Archimedes

Now, as one keeps adding
more and more sides to this polygon, it gets
closer and closer to the shape of a circle.
Having reached 96-sided polygons,
Archimedes proved that 223/71 <Pi<22/7

(in decimal notation, this is 3.14084 < p <
3.142858).

Following Archimedes, this method was
used by mathematicians constantly in-
creasing the number of sides of the polygon
to calculate Pi to ever greater decimal places.

The problem with this method, how-
ever, is thatitis extremely labour intensive.
For instance, it took Dutch mathematician
Ludolph van Ceulen (1540-1610) a stagger-
ing three decades to calculate Pi to 35 dec-
imal points.

It would be Isaac Newton (1643-1727)
who significantly simplified the process of
calculating Pi. In 1666, he calculated Pi up to
16 decimal places using calculus, which he
discovered along with mathematician
Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1713). What
had taken mathematicians years to calculate

now could be done in a matter of days.

But why does all this matter?

Circles are everywhere in the world. So
are three-dimensional shapes like cylinders,
spheres, and cones, all of which carry the
proportion of Pi. Knowing Pi’s value, thus,
has some crucial practical benefits in the
fields of architecture, design, and engineer-
ing. From constructing water storage tanks
to fashioning hi-tech equipment for satel-
lites, the value of Pi is indispensable in all
sorts of areas.

Moreover, Pi seems to be woven into de-
scriptions of the deepest workings of the
universe — from calculating the vastness of
space or understanding the spiral of DNA.
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewi

CROSSWORD 5312

i 5 3 HAMMMY, WE GET (T...

IT'S FUN TO WaRP OUT

FASTER THAN LIGKT AND

MESS WITH YOUR FRIENDS.,

BUT PUT YOURSELS | &M

IN OUR SHOES, .. :

HOW WOLLD YOU
FEELT?
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ACROSS DOWN ]

1 Husband shows 1 Come up to stretch between i

reticence (7) bends (5) i

4 Leaves oneventerms(5) 2 Drunken purser is disposed 1

7 Pretentious songs? (4) LR (8) i

8 Keepers putdogsarounda 3 Rightsortof stock (6) 1

hill (8) 4 A child of four (10) i

10 The more they cut down, 5 Trickster admitting his '

the more they gain(10) image? (4) -

12 Arouse revolutionary 6 Meeting that has no -
tribes (6) standing? (7)

13I'moutofaspirinordered  9He is known by his acts (10) MARVIN by Tom Armstrong
for the injury (6) 11 Tie up an order for speedy

15 They face the wall (10)
18 Adiet put out for fitness (8)

19 One in prison. He killed his
brother (4)

14 Remarks players ignore as L,
20To be hesitant is not the team comes in (6) P -
entirely modest (5) 161leave the older -
21 Politician for whom no Spaniard (5)
tears are shed (7) 17 Restrain a supporter (4)

production (4,4)

12 Naval jail and a potential
inmate(7)

| CAN'T BELIEVE I'VE GONE A
WHOLE WEEK IN HAWAIl WITHOUT
GETTING A SUNBUREN!

SINCE W

YOU'VE BARELY LEFT
OLR HOTEL ROOM

DURING THE DAYTIME

E'VE BEEN HERE!

DON'T CHEAFEN
MY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Solutions Crossword 5311 Across: 1Enlargement, 9 Neutron, 10 Nines, 11 Open, 12 Cup
of tea, 14 Spells, 16 Simple, 18 Marriage, 19 Acme, 22 Night, 23 Egotist, 24 Address book
Down: 2 Nouse, 3 Airs, 4 Genius, 5 Mongolia, 6 Nonstop, 7 Endorsement, 8 Escape death,
13Cloister, 15 Enraged, 17 Agrees, 20 Cairo, 21 Comb
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Badiou (4..5) N each of the nine horizontal 2 5 1 8 E 9
DTEIR BDEOLU = rowsandin each of the ' 6 ' 3 ' 9 9 S _
8 4 57 = 1.6
AORTT AIRSHV = = Difficulty Level E 4 5 9 6|2 _
] | N e 8| | 13| |a 5 [34
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; | | | | = f
5s=VeryHard; 3 T (@) 7.8
noipeg urefy - ‘sysaajul 65 = Genius
[enprarput Jo Jejnoned jo ainssaid ay) Aq yanag e Jo uondn.iiajur ay3 SI [IAF :19Msuy S 7]
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Pubille nobee W Remeby ghven lar e intenbion ol propossd changs 6 managemen) of WS SHREE GOVINDAKM
FINANCE PRIVATE LIMITED, (RBI Reg, So. JAIT2007) [CIN No USSAG3RJ2008FTCOMM13] n owmpany reglstend
indar Companies Ao, 1958 and havng regisiened offios al 100 1 Read, Opp, Niim Peiml Pumg, Apsdhya Pun

Karkrall, Ramsmand-313324 (Ra)), pursuant o spgroval granted by Reserve Bank af Inda dated 11032024
regarding change in managemen!, delsl of proposad changes are as urdst

The new deecior io be appointed i Ms. Meensksh| Bagors and ihe regigning direciors are M Pankaa| Mallan, M
Suniil Maftani, Mr. Rajandra Kumae Marsinghks ard Mr Sunil Kumar Mansinghka, Proaposed new direcior will Jom the
sbowe company 1o expand and diversily the business activity. The above Notos is being given pussuant to RB! Croular

W RGP e

100 ap hwtn dmwrin peiuen . me Bl o warTE

= O Mk W~ 0]
W R = o~ ;e
O n D~ =200 W M
Moo = hOn D]~

DD~ 3 | = B L
= i=Jlb D M) O Do

ey Nama- = Writken a5 Bharak Kamar in
all Iy Cacunmens " But in passpart It IS
written a5 Bharat Eumar Khatri. Both the
name periain to the ana and samea Persi.
iy real Name is Bharal and Swememe s
Kumar, Bharat Kismar 500 Dilip Bumar 20,
Ganesbpuina Road, Sheee Ram Cokory,

1 Patesii o) s s
of Mo, ZEG4ATOEM Rank
RFR Ranidg SAcoar aingk
resicdent of %Will CDhindhsswa
Agiira Fosd Cihirel v s
Aguna Tah Fillamnh Distt
JEif R Fajasthhan
hawve Chargad Ry MNamme
Fraom Falasgihin Deawi o
Fatasi Deawl wide affidasit
datesd QOS5-03-Z2024 before
Blotary Public pilan

'CHANGE OF NAME ll mieree e nonas Wl CHANGE OF NAME |

I, Chadhar] Vandanaben Sshokkumar We No.
156223630 NK Chaudhar Ashokkumar
Rajsangbhai senving with 8th Batfalen Brigade
of the Guards and want to change my name from
CHALIDHAR] WANDANASEN o CHALIDHAR]
VANDANAEEN ASHORERUMAR vide Afficavi No,
Bl Cebed (19-03-2024

Boawar, Dis-Boavwar 305901
DNBR. (PO} CC, No.OBS/O3 10.001/2015-16 dated July, 09, 2015, Master Direction - Reserva Bank of India sl it
[Mon-Banking Financial Gompany - Scale Based Regulation) Direclione, 2023, REIDoRM2023-241106
Dol FIN.REC. No 450510 V1852023-24, Dated Cclober 18, 2023, Updated as on Movember 10, 2023 and othai r

redevant Regulalions, The compaty hag already dblased the pror approyal fof change ol Managarmand Tram REI
1100 2024, Ay canfication [ Objeclion
in [fes ragard gy be addrassed o Deparimant of Non-Bankng Supsevigion, Resenme Bans ol India, Eam Bagh

Jaipur widke lottar ko, JALDOE DS0 NG, S-rE0R 1 GE4 7202324, datod

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
There is a very close
relationship
between your
emotions and your
physical well-being, one
which you would do well to
explore at the moment. If you
can understand the pressures
that undermine your health,
you'll be better fitted to take
preventative measures.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
The Moon is
currently a
pleasurable planet,
although there does
seem to be something holding
you back. Why are you afraid
to let go? Are you restrained by
the pressure of social taboos
and expectations? If so, try to
find whatever way you can to

explain what you want.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Sometimes people
at home really have
to shout to grab
your attention,

but when you get moving

there is no one as efficient,

skilled and organised as you.

The only question at the
moment is will you be
prepared to give way to
unreasonable demands?
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
It's a day for short
trips and useful
meetings. Those of
you who have
arranged interviews and other
meetings for today can afford
to congratulate yourselves on
your deep foresight. It’s also an
ideal moment for counting
your cash, piling up profits for
the future.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

You're in a strong
position today, and I
don’t think anyone
will get the better

of you. But I am afraid that

you have no option but to

deal with financial trivia. If

you ignore essential details

now, you may find that your
costs increase quite
unnecessarily over the
coming months.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
The Moon lines up
with Mercury and
Venus, butin
different ways.I'm
telling you this just to let you
know that at least three planets
are working in your favour and
therefore that your deeper
interests are being protected.
You'll combine enthusiasm
with practical skill, so there’s
no excuse for failure.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

Only rarely are you
afforded the chance
to expand your
horizons. Yet,

when the opportunity does

come, you need to know

how to respond. Personal

matters may now work out

for the best if you are able

to build on skills and

past experience.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You must be
prepared to
consider long-term
plans and not

become bogged down by

short-term pressures.

However, you should not allow

yourself to be bulldozed into

rash decisions. Partners need
to learn that you are your own

person, not an extension of

their egos.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Itlooks asif
somebody is going to
pile on the pressure
atwork. In addition,

you must still complete certain

tasks at home. It is a simple
matter to reconcile such
conflicting demands, just
aslong as you decide what

is truly important and

what you can leave up to

other people.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Arather disturbing
or distressing phase
should now lie well
and truly in the

past. Your planets are

thankfully helping you to heal
old wounds and create the
personal conditions necessary

for a happy future. And a

happy future, incidentally,

will be a busy one.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
you hot under the

capable of making up their

decisions. But, as far as family

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
generally regain a

muddled for that. I think that

clear. And, for that reason,

[ am sure that other
e people have made
collar, probably
because they don’t seem
minds or following through
the implications of their
relationships are concerned,
you may be a little perplexed.
Your desire to move
@ on, move away or
measure of freedom
is praiseworthy, but no less
you still have some way to go
before the pros and cons are
you can afford to postpone
adecision.

T"IMIPORTANT™

WVWhilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis Nnot possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its nevwspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inqQuiiries
before sending any monies
or entering iNnto any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement imn any
mMmanner whatsoever.
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HDFC Bank Limited

Branch : The Gapital Court, Munirka, Outer Ring Road, Ofof Paime Marg, New Delhi-110 067
Tel : 011-415408068. CIN LESEZIMH 1904PLO0E0G1E, Website! weww hdlcbank. com

Circky, Tonk Hoad. Jasirer - 02008 withn 30 Raye frarm the date ol publication of thie ndlioe sialing harain ha
naturg of Inberasl and grounds of objoction, This pubs Nobice i being ssued jointly by the Company and the POSSESSION NOTICE
A NG e el 20 ) SN VO _ Whereas the Authorised Officer of HDFC Bank Limited (erstwhile HOFC Limited having amalgamated with HOFC Barik Limited by virtue
rof -""1?’{'1""”"""""' nance Frivie Limilad , 50 * o M SR ol a Scheme ol Amalgamation approved by Hon'ole NCLT-Mumbal vide order dated 17th March 2023) (HDFG), under the Securitisation
(Ghanstyam Sagoral [N Mikant Mkl If:::'r.]'"'.-::;[::,:1:::,]:;:“' 'I'l-:,',';"".'.'[',:’..'L I:“l:l |LJII:4“| I'I,lr,";.'r.:';','mll || | And Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (“said Act’) and in exercise of powers conferred
P Pantdr T Mbestar. . | Prasosad Dilets! " Oirector Birocdar || | under Section13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enfarcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notlcas under Section 13 (2 of
(1N : 03082 744] [EHN ; OE63478) e & the said Act, calling upon the follwing borrowers to pay the amounis menfioned against thair respective names iogether with interest
Paandrs o el Tt o il Gt fa ||| thEFEQR @t the - appiicable rates as mentioned in the said natices, within 50 days from the date of of the said Noticels, incidental expenses,
1 [BIN 02248507) (DN 28B3478] [DIN |:|:'4:¢|;.'J~1“'i! costs, charges etctill the date of payment and {or realisation
| 14d] |
Lireciol Lirecior iNrmctor | Wame of Borrower Outstanding Date of Date of Description of
3 = = M. Dues Demand | Possession | Immovable Property | Secured Assat
S YMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE Notice
ﬂ , | Branch Office: ICICI Bank Lig, 3rd Floor, Plof No- 23, New Rohlak Road ME MAHENDER SINGH DO F= 1261, 183/- UZ2-FEB- | T-March-2024 | UNIT NO. %02 9TH FLOOR, TYPE A,
NCICI Barik | Kascl Bagh, Dethi- 110005 {Rupees Twelve Lakh | 2023 (Symbole | TOWER-AZ, "AVALON RIDGE VIEW", NH
Whereas Sinty One Thousand Fossession) | 085, MEEMAANA, RAJASTHAMN ALDMNG
The undersigned belng the Authorized Officer of ICIC1 Bank Limited under the Secuntsaton, Reconstruction Orve Hundred: & WITH UNDIVIDED PROPORTIOMATE
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interast Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers confemrad Eighty Three Only) SHARE OF LAMD UNDEEMEATH AND
under saction 13 (12 read with Rule 3 of the Securily Inlesasl [Enforcament) rales 2002, issead demand due as on CONSTRUCTION THEREON PRESENT
naticas upon e borrowars menboned besow, 15 repay the amaunt menbaned 0 this natce within G0 days-from 3 = AN-2023 * AND FUTURE
the date of receipt of the aald notice
A v o] W5y A, oo ek S e Bt S A i g MR KULDEEP SINGH And | Rs 11916991 | 26-SEP- | 14Marchi2024 | FLAT NO. A-102, 1ST FLOOR, KRISH
wars conférned on him' her under Section 13(4) of the Laid Act read with Rule 8 of the said rulés on the MR.RANBIR SINGH {F_EU[:IE:E:; Eleven Lakh 2028 piS','ml:ldlc ICON TOWER-A, VILL-TATARPUR, TEH-
below-mentioned dates, The bofrowa in particular and the public in general |s hereby cautioned not to deal Ninety One Thousand ossesson) | TWARA, DISTRICT ALWAR, RAJASTHAN
with the propery and any dealings with the proparty will ba suebject o the charge of B2IC1 Bank Limited S Hundred & Minaly 301018 ALONGWITH UNDIVIDED
S| . Namoeolthe ' -l]-“n.ri;'c.l-;r 1 Eﬁﬁ{ﬂﬁiﬁg “Name Nine COnly} Dues as PROPORTIONATE SHARE OF LAMD
Me| Borrower! Loan of Property/ Date of oyt | of on 31-AUG-2022" UNDERNEATH AND CONSTRUCTION
Account Number ~_ Symbollc Pogsession Hﬂ@iﬁ@ﬁ_ﬂi‘_‘m_h THEREON PRESENTAND FUTURE
1. |Monika Gang/ Flat Mo, 0-404., 4ih Floor, Tower [, Kha 81,821, 83, Movember | Jaipur
F""Ellj-.r-:-:a; Ifa.?mgar Garg- EIEF:'#gari Hasidenc}iﬂzﬁnmle Grul?.:THrfasemg an, 2023 o ME VISHAL SINGH R=.13.56,026/- 2B-MAR- f1-|‘-.1.a.ff:h-1‘_lfr?4 FLAT-805, FLOOR-BTH, TOWER G,
LBJAIODODATESESES | Project Undar Chiof Mnister Jan fwas Yojna- 2015, Rs, (Fupees Thirteen 2023 [Symbodc GRAMDEUR SUTAJIC, SECTOR- 5G,
LBJAIDODD3S08340 | Near Patrakar ﬂ““‘“g Mansarovar, Village Chakka 5,65, 19304 Lakh Fifty Six Possession) |BHIWADI, ALWAR BYEPASS
E:F*H;“P“?b;ﬂﬂg;‘: s i E&TE‘ Jaipr, Thousand Twenty Six RAJASTHAN- 301019 WITH UNDIVIDED
i il Only) Dues as on PROPORTIONATE SHARE OF LAND
The above-mentioned borrowers(s) guasaniors{s) are hereby given a 30 day notice fo repay the amount, else eB-FEB-2023" AND CONSTRUGTIGN THEREON
the maortgaged praperties will ba sald on the expiry of 30 daye fromithe date of publication of this Motice, as per PRESENTAMD FUTURE
the provisions wnder s Rules § and 2ol Secunty Interast {Enfortaimant) Rukss 2002,
Date: March 14, 2024 Authorized Officer ME BANS] LAL Fz 18 696594/ 28-MAR- | 11-March-2024 | FLAT 1508, AVALON RESIDENCY,
\Flacer Jeipur WEACH Benk Limitad ) (Rupees Eighteen | 2023 (Symbolic | BLOCK C-2, VILLAGE-UDAIPUR, TIJARA
= = — Lakh Sixly Mire FPossession] | ROAD, BHIWADI RAJASTHAN, AND
MOTIEAL OBWAL Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited Thousand Six CONSTRUCTION THERE ON PRESENT
: Regd. Office: Motilal Oswal Tower, Rahimtullah Sayani Road, Hundred Minety Four ANMD FUTURE ALONGYWITH LUNDNVIDED
I Website: www.motilaloswalhf.com, Email: hfquery@motilaloswal.com 28-FEB-2023° UNDERMEATH
POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTYIIES)
ME KAPUR CHAEND MANJIHI s 23 02 666/ 28-0EC- | T1-March-2024 | APARTMENT NO. E-1503, 14th FLOOR,
(UNDER RU!'E 8 (1). OF THE SECUR.ITY INTE.REST (ENFOR.CEMENT) RULES, 2002) & MRS, SUNITA (Rupees Twenly 2021 [Symbole TOWER-E, "TERRA ELEGANCE",
Whereas the undersigned being the authorized officer of Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited, (Formally known as Thias Cabl Two Possession) | KHASRA NO. 128901025, SITUATED IN

the date of receipt of the said notice.
The following borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to th

Rules, 2002 on the date mentioned hereunder:

Aspire Home Finance Corporation Ltd), under Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002), and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 (12) read with Rule 3
of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notice dated mentioned hereunder calling upon the
following borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being also mentioned hereunder within 60 days from

public in general that undersigned has taken possession of the properties described herein below in exercise of powers
conferred on him under sub section (4) of section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)

e following borrowers and the

Thousand Six
Hundred Sixty Six
Oinly) Dues as an

S0-MONV-2021"

VILLAGE KHIJURIBAS, TEHSIL TIJARA,
DISTRICT ALWAR, RAJASTHAN ALONG
WITH UNDIVIDED PROPORTIONATE
SHARE OF LAND UNDERNEATH

Sr|  LoanAgreementNo./  |Date of Demand| Date of Description of the from S, No. 1 - 5 of the Immovatie Property | Secured Asset described herein above in exercise of powers conferred on him/them under
i | ORI ERTUC L) NEUEBENR] || [PEESEEEn Lol Ay Saction 13 (4) of the said Act read with Rule & of the said Rules on the dates mentioned above
Co Borrower/Guarantor Outstanding Taken ; : ; ; ) . i
— L r |
1 LXJAI00417-180063479 23-06-2021 | 07-Mar-24 | Patta No - 22, Gram Panchayat Manpur, The borrowers mentioned hereinabove in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the aforesaid
Harisingh Sariya Ram Saini For RS Panchayat Samiti, Sikaray, Dausa, Rajasthan immovable properbies / secured assels and any dealings with the sald Immovable Propery / Secured Asset will be subjact to the martgage
& Bhoridevi Hari Singh 390244/- - 303509 of HDFC.
Saini Borroweers atiention s invited (o the provisions of sub-section (8) of sechon 13 of the Act, in reapect oftime available o redeam the secured
The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with geeplis,

and interest thereon.

The borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act
redeem the secured assets.

Place : Rajasthan

Date :14.03.2024 A

the property will be subject to the Charge of Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited for an amount mentioned herein above

(Motilal Oswal Home Finance Limited)

, in respect of time available, to

Sd/-
uthorized Officer

*with further interest as applicable, incldental expenzes, costs, charges etc incurred 6l the date of paymentand / or realisation.

Howeavar, since the borrowers mantionad hersinabova has failad o repay the amounts due, nofice is hereby givan 1o the borrowears
mantioned herainabove in particular and 1o the public in general that the Authorised Officen's of HOFC has taken Symbolic Possession

Copies of the Panchanma drawn and Inventory made are evailable with the undersigned, and the said Borrower(s}is requested fo coliect
tha respeclive copy fram the undersigned on any working day dunng normal office hours.,

Place: BHIWADI-MNEEMRANA
Date : 13-MARCH-2024

Feqd. Office; HDFC Bank House, Senapafi Bapat Marg, Lower Parel (West), Mumbai - 400013

For HODFC Bank Ltd.
Sdi-
Authorised Oficer

L.

HDE FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED
Repzsiered Odfice: Radhika, 2 Nd Floor, Law
Garden Road, Mawrangpura, Anmadsbsd-
JBHKHE Branch Office: HOB Finsncisl Semviced
Ll E-145, Famash Marg Clpp Sardae Palel
Marng, C-schame, Jaiee Rajasthan 302001

Piasn Beleriothe ‘- Achon Semind Sale Noboa
Linder ol At Publ=iad i This Newspaoer
On 233024, The Genstsl Publks Hershy
Imimeted Thal ine Raserve Price & EMD Amounk
i The dommees Murdidhars Fassion Frivate
Limfted - Buch Flaza Zrd Abovn Syndicate Bank
Ird Fleer Cirtuil Meuae Ehiwan Bhilwss Mo
307 - Loan Aceows Mo 3504 188/14353661
Snadidde Coradernd A2 Rasirve Price N INR
Ag, 149040001 (Rupess Ona G Forty-sdne
Lac Four Trousand Only) & EMD Amount (6
IR} As 1320800, |Fupenrs Fourtonn Loc Nimaty
Thousasd Four, Hundred Ondy, Instead of
Reserve Price (1N R Re. 18076000- Rup=es
e Crone Farty Lac Sevanty-Sia Thodsand Ondy)
EMD Ambunt (¥ INR) : B5, 14078005 \Rupsas
Fourpér Lac Seven Thosnd Siv Hondmd Qney
Rl CF The Moboe Wi Re i Same.

Dale: 13-03-2024,

Aarthorised Offic
Plece: Jegpor  HOB Financal Sardces Li'rﬂlti]

FORM NO. URC-2
Advertisement giving notice about
registration under Part | of Chapter

XXI of the Act

[Pursuant to section 374(b) of the Companies

Act, 2013 and Rule 4 (1) of the Companies
(Authorised to Register) Rules, 2014]

1.Notice is hereby given that in pursuance of
sub-section (2) of Section 366 of the
Companies Act, 2013, an application is
proposed to be made after fifteen days
hereof but before the expiry of thirty days
hereinafter to the Registrar at Central
Registration Centre (CRC), Indian
Institute of Corporate Affairs (IICA), Plot
No. 6,7, 8, Sector 5, IMT Manesar,
District Gurgaon (Haryana), Pin Code-
122050 that "M/s. BABA RAMDEV AGRO
INDUSTRIES” a Partnership firm may be
registered under Part | of Chapter XXI of
the Companies Act 2013, as a Company
limited by shares.

2. The principal objects of the company

are as follows:

i. To carry on all the business of manufac-
turing, processing, grading, trading &
supply of all kind of food grains, pulses,
cereals, spices, oil seeds, oil, oil cake,
gwar, graw gum, sugar, khandsari and
other general merchandise goods, old
and new bardana, packing material.

ii. Acting as commission agent, broker,

dealer, importer and exporter of such

items.

To set up ware house and cold storage

units.

3. A copy of the draft Memorandum and
Articles of Association of the proposed
Company may be inspected at the
Registered Ofice at Plot No. F-09-10,
RIICO Industrial Area, Nokha, Bikaner,
Rajasthan.

4. Notice is hereby given that any person
objecting to this application may commu-
nicate their objection in writing to the
Registrar at Central Registration
Centre (CRC), Indian Institute of
Corporate Affairs (IICA), Plot No. 6,7, 8,
Sector 5, IMT Manesar, District
Gurgaon (Haryana), Pin Code-122050,
within twenty one days from the date of
publication of this notice, with a copy to
the Company at its registered office.

for BABA RAMDEV AGRO INDUSTRLE/S

Sd/-

Partner)

Partner)

Partner)

Partner)

Sushil Kumar Jhanwar
Kiran Jhanwar

Kiran Devi Jhanwar
Rajni Devi Jhanwar

—— e~ —

Date : 13.03.2024 | Place : Bikaner
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THE WORLD

TOPOFTHE

Rocket explodes after
its launch. Reuters

JAPAN
First pvt space
shot fails right
afterlaunch

Tokyo: Kairos, a solid-fuel
rocket made by Space
One, exploded just sec-
onds into its inaugural
launch Wednesday as it
tried to be the first
Japanese firm to put a
satellite in orbit. The set-
back for Space One and
the rocket industry in
Japan comes as the gov-
ernment and investors
ramp up support for the
sector amid a national se-
curity buildup and sky-
rocketing demand for
commercial satellites.
Space One did not specify
what triggered self-de-
struction after the first-
stage engine ignited - or
when the company
would launch the next
Kairos - only pledging an
investigation into the ex-
plosion. REUTERS

UNITED KINGDOM
New Billtoquash
wrongful postal
scamconvictions

London: British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak paid
tribute to hundreds of post
office branch managers, in-
cluding several of Indian
heritage, as he confirmed
that a new law to quash
their wrongful convictions
would be tabled in the
Lower House Wednesday.
Under the proposed new
Bill, convictions will be au-
tomatically quashed if the
postmasters were prose-
cuted by the Post Office or
Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS) or charged with of-
fences carried out between
1996 and 2018. PTI

POLAND
Farmerstoletin
Ukrainian grain
trucksin goodwill

Warsaw: Polish farmers
protesting at the Dorohusk
border crossing with
Ukraine will let all trucks
stuck there pass through as
a gesture of goodwill, a
protest leader told state
news agency PAP on
Wednesday.  Farmers
across the EU have been
calling for changes to re-
strictions placed on them
by the EU's Green Deal plan
to tackle climate change,
and for the re-imposition of
customs duties onimports
of agricultural products
from Ukraine. “It'sa gesture
from us to the Ukrainian
drivers, so that they can go
back to their families,”
protest leader Wojciech Los
told PAP. REUTERS

DENMARK
Conscriptionto
include women,
increases term

Copenhagen: Denmark
wants to increase the
number of young people
doing military service by
extending conscription to
women and increasing the
time of service from 4
months to 11 months for
both genders, Danish
Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen said
Wednesday. “We do not
rearm because we want
war. We are rearming be-
cause we want toavoid it,”
Frederiksen told a press
conference. Denmark cur-
rently has up to 9,000 pro-
fessional troops on top of
the 4,700 conscripts un-
dergoing basic training, as
per official figures. AP

‘WEAPONS EXIST IN ORDER TO USE THEM’

DIvEST US ASSETS OR FACE BAN’
US Housk FORCES CHINESE FIRM TO DIVEST TIKTOK

The US House of Representatives overwhelmingly passed a bill on Wednesday that would give TikTok's
Chinese owner ByteDance about six months to divest the US assets of the short-video app, or face a ban, in the
greatest threat to the app. The bill passed with bipartisan support, but faces an uncertain path in the Senate

where some favour a different approach to regulate foreign-owned apps posing security concerns.

~ " Putin warns West again: Russiaready
‘ for nuke war if sovereignty threatened

Says US understands sending troops to Ukraine or Russian territory will be treated as intervention

REUTERS
MOSCOW, MARCH 13

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR Putin
warned the West on Wednesday
Russia was technically ready for
nuclear war and that if the U.S.
sent troops to Ukraine, it would
be considered a significant esca-
lation of the conflict.

Putin, speaking just days be-
foreaMarch 15-17 election which
is certain to give him another six
years in power, said the nuclear
war scenario was not “rushing”
up and he saw no need for the use
of nuclear weapons in Ukraine.

“From a military-technical
point of view, we are, of course,
ready,” Putin, 71, told Rossiya-1
television and news agency RIA
in response to a question
whether the country was really
ready for a nuclear war.

Putin said the US understood
that if it deployed American
troops on Russian territory - or to
Ukraine - Russia would treat the
move as an intervention.

“(In the US) there are enough
specialists in the field of Russian-
Americanrelationsand in the field

of strategic restraint,” said Putin,
the ultimate decision makerinthe
world’s biggest nuclear power.

“Therefore, I don't think that
here everything is rushing to it
(nuclear confrontation), but we
are ready for this.”

Putin’s warning came along-
side another offer for talks on
Ukraine as part of a new post-
Cold War demarcation of
European security. The US says
Putin is not ready for serious
talks over Ukraine.

The war in Ukraine has trig-

Israeli House clears
amended budget to
fund war in Gaza

REUTERS
JERUSALEM, MARCH 13

ISRAELI LAWMAKERS gave their
final approval on Wednesday to
an amended 2024 state budget
that adds tens of billions of
shekels to fund Israel's war
against the Palestinian group
Hamas in Gaza, as the conflict
runs into its sixth month.

The amended budget adds
more spending on defence and
compensation to households
and businesses hurt by the war,
which was sparked by Hamas'
shock attack on Israel on Oct. 7.

Members of the Knesset, or
parliament, voted 63-55 in favour
of the spending package of 584
billion shekels ($160 billion), or
724 billion including debt repay-
ment. “The amended war

budget... has clear goals - to win
the war, support the reservists,
strengthen the home front and
continue to grow the Israeli econ-
omy,” Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich said after the vote. Israel
last year approved a two-year

ISRAEL KILLS HAMAS
MEMBER IN LEBANON

Beirut: An Israeli drone
strike on a car outside the
southern Lebanese city of
Tyre on Wednesday killed
a member of Hamas from
the nearby Palestinian
camp of Rashidieh, Israeli
and Hamas officials said.

A Hamas source, speaking
to Reuters, identified the
member as Hadi Mustafa
but said he was not a sen-
ior figure. Hamas's Al Agsa
television said Mustafa was
a leader of the group's
armedwing. REUTERS

budget for 2023 and 2024, but the
Gaza war has shaken up govern-
ment finances, requiring budget
changes and additional spending.
Spending was boosted by 70
billion shekels from the original
budget - with 55 billion shekels
going to the military and 15 bil-
lion to finance civilian needs.

After an Israeli airstrike in Qatar-funded Hamad City in
south Gaza’s Khan Younis on Wednesday. Reuters

gered the deepest crisis in Russia’s
relations with the West since the
1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.

In a US election year, the
West is grappling with how to
support Kyiv against Russia,
which now controls almost one-
fifth of Ukrainian territory and is
rearming much faster than the
West and Ukraine.

Kyiv says it is defending itself
inanimperial-style conquest de-
signed to erase its national iden-
tity. Russia says the areas it con-
trols in Ukraine are now Russia.

Vladimir Putin speaksinan
interview in Moscow
Wednesday; (left) The site of
aRussian strike in Sumy,
Wednesday. AP, Reuters

Putin reiterated the use of
nuclear weapons was spelled
outin the Kremlin’s nuclear doc-
trine, which sets out the condi-
tions under which it would use
such a weapon: broadly a re-
sponse to an attack using nuclear
or other weapons of mass de-
struction, or the use of conven-
tional weapons against Russia
“when the very existence of the
state is put under threat.”

“Weapons exist in order to
use them,” Putin said. “We have
our own principles.”

Ukraine drones

damage Russian
oil refineries for
2nd straight day

Moscow: Ukraine struck Russian
oil refineries in a second day of
heavy drone attacks on
Wednesday, causing a fire at
Rosneft's biggest refinery in what
President Vladimir Putin said was
anattempt todisrupt his country's
presidential election this week.

Russia and Ukraine have both
used drones to strike critical in-
frastructure, military installa-
tions and troop concentrations
intheir more than two-year war,
with Kyiv stepping up attacks on
Russian refineries and energy fa-
cilities in recent months.

A day after seriously damag-
ing Lukoil's NORSI refinery,
Ukrainian drone attacks hit re-
fineries in the Rostov and Ryazan
regions, Russian officials said. In
Ryazan 180 kms (110 miles) from
Moscow, a drone attack caused a
fire at Rosneft's refinery, Russia's
seventh largest. REUTERS

Texas man who lived 70 years
inside iron lung dies at age 7 8

REUTERS
MARCH13

A PARALYZED Texas man who
lived 70 years inside aniron lung
after he survived polio as a child
has died, his family said.

Paul Alexander, 78, died on
Monday, his brother Philip said
in a post on Facebook. He gave
no cause of death.

“It was an honor to be part of
someone's life who was as ad-
mired as he was. He touched
and inspired millions of people
and that is no exaggeration,”
Philip Alexander wrote in a post
on Tuesday.

Alexander was six years old
when he was placed in full-body
metal cylinder known as an iron
lungin 1952 after contracting po-
lio,adeadly disease that once par-
alyzed tens of thousands of chil-
drenevery year. Aniron lung uses
pressure to blow airinto the lungs.

Alexander graduated law

Paul Alexander was six when he was placed in full-body
metal cylinder known as an iron lung. X/@NthngMtrs

school, passed the bar and prac-
ticed law. He also traveled to
every continent, his brother said.

“He commanded a room.
What aflirt! He loved good food,
wine, women, long conversa-
tions, learning, and laughing,” his
brother wrote.

Alexander had contracted
COVID-19 and was hospitalized
in February.

His illness left him weak and
dehydrated, according to a
spokesperson on TikTok, where
Alexander had more than
300,000 followers.

Nepal PM wins vote of confidence

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, MARCH 13

THE FIVE-PARTY coalition led by
Pushpa Kamal Dahal won a vote
of confidence at the House of
Representatives, his third in the
past 15 months.

Atotal of 157 Members voted
infavour while 110 voted against
the motion that PM Prachanda
moved in the morning. The vote
of confidence was necessitated
following the change of con-
stituents of the coalition — after
he replaced the Nepali Congress
with the Communist Party of
Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist.

Prachandawas called “dishon-

A

PM Pushpa
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est” and a “betrayer” by the oppo-
sition members, to which he re-
sponded asking “how can a party
thattill yesterday called me states-
man say all this against me today”.

Chitra Bahadur K C ques-
tioned the ‘hypocrisy' of the
Prime Minister for his promise to
eradicate corruption. “How can
youdo that by bringing someone
involved in the cooperative scam
as the Deputy PM,” he asked, re-
ferring to Rabi Lamichhane, chief

of the Rashtriya Swatantra Party.
Swarnim Wagle of the RSP coun-
tered the NC leaders by asking
“why did you propose himas the
PM candidate?”

Prachanda promised clean
and effective governance but re-
cent media disclosure about two
sons of former Vice Presidentand
Maoistleader Nanda Kishore Pun
involvedinagold smuggling case
with Chinese smugglers had tar-
nished his government.

As members from the oppo-
sition kept warning the Prime
Minister that it is not going to be
a stable government, he said “I
dare you form an alliance of the
NCand the UML," referring to the
two largest parties in the House.
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1ST PRESIDENTIAL REMATCHIN 70 YEARS

Trump, Biden clinch
nominations, kick
off bruising rematch

REUTERS
MARCH 12

PRESIDENT JOE Biden and for-
mer President Donald Trump
both clinched their parties' nom-
ination on Tuesday, kicking off
the first US presidential election
rematch in nearly 70 years.

Biden needed 1,968 dele-
gates to win the nomination, and
he passed that number on
Tuesday night as results began
to come in from the primary
contest in Georgia, Edison
Research said.

Hours later, Trump clinched
the 1,215 delegates required to se-
cure the Republican presidential
nomination as four states held
contests, including Georgia, the
battleground where Trump faces
criminal charges for his efforts to
overturn the state's 2020 results.

Biden issued a statement af-
ter he sealed the Democratic
nomination, taking aim at what
he called Trump's “campaign of
resentment, revenge, and retri-
bution that threatens the very
idea of America.”

The outcome of Tuesday's
voting was essentially predeter-
mined, after Trump's last re-
maining rival for nomination,
former UN Ambassador Nikki
Haley, ended her

e
'

Joe Biden; Donald Trump

E.

THE LAST rematch camein
1956, when President Dwight
Eisenhower again faced Adlai
Stevenson, his Democratic op-
ponent he had four years prior
to secure an even larger land-
slide. William McKinley
topped Democrat William
Jennings Bryan in the election
of 1896 and then in 1900.John
Quincy Adams and Andrew
Jackson faced off twice for the
presidency —in 1824 and
1828. In the first-ever rematch
in 1800, John Adams, the sec-
ond US president lost to
Thomas Jefferson, whom he
had defeated in 1796.

Four timesin
248-yr history

EXPLAINED

repeat of the bitter 2020 elec-
tion, with Reuters/Ipsos public
polls showing both Biden
and Trump are unpopular with

the majority of

presidential cam- voters.

pqiglli after hiic. big m ‘lt- . While i
win last week on “ rump's myria
Super Tuesday.‘ . ) “ crin;ciln%l chargl;]gs
thegur{/lvpas Salio RACE FOR g?aundinga gnnlionlgs
time to celebrate, THE WHITE the suburban, vot-
and put focus on HOUSE ers, Biden has

beating Biden,

been dogged by

whom he called

the “worst” president in history.
This year, voters have ex-

pressed little enthusiasm for a

the perception
among a majority of voters that
he is too old to serve a second
four-year term.

Shehbaz-led govt

‘puppet’ of Pakistan
military, says senior
Nawaz party leader

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LAHORE,MARCH 13

A CLOSE aide of former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif has ad-
mitted that the PML-N party-led
government at the Centre is a
mere “puppet,” indirectly indi-
cating that the military estab-
lishment is running the govern-
ment it had stitched.

Mian Javed Latif, a stalwart
from Nawaz Sharif's PML-N and
a former federal minister, told a
private TV channel on Tuesday
that his party failed to secure
even a simple majority in the
National Assembly in the
February 8 elections.

“They (the military establish-
ment) stitched a government by
collecting seats of National
Assembly from here and there.
You may call it a government of
PML-N or some other party butas
amatter of fact,itis a puppet gov-
ernment and everyone knows
who has the real power;” Latif said.

“Whosoever is running this
government, the PML-N will

GLOBAL SIGNPOST FOR OTHER GOVTS GRAPPLING WITH HOW TO REGULATE FAST-DEVELOPING TECH.

European lawmakers give final approval to world’s first Al law

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, MARCH 13

EUROPEAN UNION lawmakers
gave final approval to the bloc’s
artificial intelligence law
Wednesday, putting the world-
leading rules on track to take ef-
fect later this year.

The European Parliament
voted overwhelmingly in favor of
the Artificial Intelligence Act, five
years after they were first pro-
posed. The Al Actis expected toact
asaglobal signpost for other gov-
ernments grappling with how to
regulate the fast-developing tech.

“The Al Act has nudged the fu-
ture of Al in a human-centric di-
rection, in a direction where hu-
mans are in control of the

technology and where it helps us
leverage new discoveries, eco-
nomic growth, societal progress
and unlock human potential,” said
Dragos Tudorache, a Romanian
lawmaker who was a co-leader of
the Parliament negotiations.

Big tech companies generally
have supported the need to reg-
ulate Al while lobbying to ensure
any rules work in their favour.
OpenAl CEO Sam Altman caused
a minor stir last year when he
suggested the ChatGPT maker
could pull out of Europe ifit can’t
comply with the Al Act — before
backtracking to say there were
no plans to leave.

Like many EU regulations, the
Al Actwasinitially intended toact
as consumer safety legislation,
taking a “risk-based approach” to

THE RISKIER THE MORE SCRUTINISED

BANNED USES:

M Social scoring systems
that govern how people
behave.

M Predictive policing,
emotion recognition
systems in schools,
workplaces.

M Police scanning faces in
public using remote
‘biometric identification’
but with exceptions.

ON GENERATIVE
PLATFORMS

M General purpose Al
models will provide

detailed summary of the
media and data on the
internet used.

M Al-generated deepfake
pictures, video or audio of
existing people, places or
events must be labeled.

EXTRA SCRUTINY FOR
MOST POWERFUL

M There’s extra scrutiny for
the biggest and most
powerful Al models that
pose ‘systemic risks,’ which
include OpenAlI's GPT4 —
its most advanced system
—and Google’s Gemini.

products or services that use Al
The vast majority of Al systems
are expected to be low risk, such
as content recommendation sys-
tems or spam filters. Companies
can choose to follow voluntary re-
quirements and codes of conduct.
High-risk uses of Al, suchasin
medical devices or critical infra-
structure like water or electrical
networks, face requirements like
using high-quality data and pro-
viding clear information to users.
Some Al uses are banned be-
cause they're deemed to pose an
unacceptable risk, like social scor-
ing systems that govern how peo-
ple behave, some types of predic-
tive policing and emotion
recognition systems in school and
workplaces. Other banned uses
include police scanning faces in

public using Al-powered remote
“biometric identification” sys-
tems, except for serious crimes
like kidnapping or terrorism.
The law’s early drafts focused
on Al systems carrying out nar-
rowly limited tasks, like scanning
resumes and job applications.
The astonishing rise of general
purpose Al models, exemplified
by OpenAl's ChatGPT, sent EU
policymakers scrambling to keep
up.They added provisions for so-
called generative Al models, the
technology underpinning Al
chatbot systems that can pro-
duce unique and seemingly life-
like responses, images and more.
Developers of general purpose
Almodels — from European start-
ups to OpenAl and Google — will
have to provide a detailed sum-

Mian Javed
Latif at the

T ‘?37 interview.
X/@Mian_JavedL
i leif

have to bear the brunt of their
(establishment) policies at the
end of the day,” he added.

Thisis thefirst time thatasen-
ior leader of the ruling party
openly admitted the government
led by PML-Nis a “puppet setup”
installed by the military. The an-
chor, who too looked surprised at
Latif's comments, asked him to
confirm and yet again Latif re-
peated the same allegation.

The anchor then asked him if
he was venting out his anger
now because he had not been
elected in the last month's elec-
tions, Latif said, he was speaking
the truth..

Almost 24 hours after his in-
terview was broadcast, there has
been no reaction from the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) or the establishment.

mary of the text, pictures, video
and other dataon the internet that
isused to train the systems as well
as follow EU copyright law.
Al-generated deepfake pic-
tures, video or audio of existing
people, places or events must be
labeled as artificially manipu-
lated. There’s extra scrutiny for
the biggest and most powerful
Al models that pose “systemic
risks,” which include OpenAl’s
GPT4 — its most advanced sys-
tem — and Google’s Gemini.
Brussels first suggested Al reg-
ulations in 2019, taking a familiar
global role in ratcheting up
scrutiny of emerging industries,
while other governments scram-
ble to keep up.The Actis expected
toofficially become law by May or
June, after a few final formalities.
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SENSEX DOWN BY 906 POINTS, NIFTY BY 338

Markets decline amid bubble
warnings in small, mid-caps

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI,MARCH 13

THE DOMESTIC stock market wit-
nessed a significant fall on
Wednesday, with Sensex declin-
ingbelow the 73,000level and the
Nifty sliding 338 points on heavy
sell-off amid concerns over the
higher valuation of small and
mid-cap stocks.

The BSE’s Sensex tanked 906
points, or 1.23 per cent, to close at
72,761.89. It ended below the
73,000 mark for the first time
since February 29.The NSE’s Nifty
50 plunged 338 points, or 1.51 per
cent, to finish at 21,997.7.

In the past two days, the do-
mestic market declined despite
the global market performing bet-
ter. The overall BSE market capi-
talisation, or the total value of all
listed shares, fell by Rs 13.5 lakh
crore to Rs 372.16 lakh crore.

The fall in the market on
Wednesday came even as the do-
mestic consumer priced-based
inflation (CPI) for February re-
mained unchanged at 5.09 per
cent, compared to 5.1 per cent in
January. “In contrast to the global
uptrend, unfavourable risk-re-
ward balance of mid and small-
cap stocks, fuelled by prolonged
premium valuations, has aggra-
vated the downfall,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services.

Earlier this week, Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) Chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buchsaid the regulator cannot al-
low bubbles to build up in small
and mid-cap funds. The regulator
has also asked mutual fund
houses to conduct stress tests on

In the past two days, the domestic market declined despite
the global market performing better. File

small and mid-cap funds and dis-
close the results by March 15.

Recently, AMFI had written to
mutual fund trustees to take
measures to protect the interest
of investors of small and mid-cap
schemes, which have seen heavy
inflows in the recent past. A few
mutual funds have announced to
limit the inflows into their small
and mid-cap funds on worries of
excessive valuation in these seg-
ments. “The announcement by
various fund houses to cap inflows
into small and mid-cap funds
must have sent a negative mes-
sage. Investors such as ultra HNIs
must have taken a call to reduce
their position from these
schemes,” said Shrikant Chouhan,
Head Equity Research, Kotak
Securities.

While the BSE SmallCap de-
clined 5.11 per cent, the BSE
MidCap tanked 4.2 per cent on
Wednesday.

According to Chouhan, the fall
in the market was also due to
profit booking during the finan-
cial year closing. After the Sensex
broke the crucial level of 73,300

and Nifty the 22,200 mark, in-
vestors started selling heavily, he
said.

“Nifty witnessed massive sell-
off as investors/traders rushed to
take whatever profits were lefton
table to offset the losses on their
recent trades. Nifty made a long-
range bear candle on March 13.
21,750-21,860 band will now be
crucial to be protected in case the
uptrend in the Nifty has to con-
tinue. On rises, 22,400-22,460
could now be tough to breach in
the nearterm,” said Deepak Jasani,
Head of Retail Research, HDFC
Securities. On Wednesday, oil
prices climbed amid expectations
of robust global demand, particu-
larly from the United States, one
of the world's largest consumers.

“Despite somewhat persistent
US inflation, there was no signifi-
cant alteration in expectations
that the Federal Reserve might ini-
tiate rate cuts soon,” Kotak
Securities’ Chouhan said. CPI in-
flation in the US rose by 3.2 per
cent on a year-on-year basis in
February 2024, higher thananes-
timated 3.1 per cent increase.

Little froth but
not out of
control: Kotak

Mumbai: Uday Kotak,
founder and director of
Kotak Mahindra Bank on
Wednesday said there
may be froth in the mar-
ket but itis not out of con-
trol. There are enough
checks and balances in
place, he said.

“I believe at this stage
we are nowhere near that
riskand there are enough
checks and balances in
our system today to com-
pare ourselves in serious
bubble territory There
may be early froth...I
would say that it is still
froth, a little bubbly, but
not out of control,” Kotak
said while addressing the
5th SEBI-NISM Research
conference. ENS

Among sectors, all the major
sectoral indices traded in the red
but reality, metal, media and en-
ergy indices, shed over 5 per cent.
Within the BSE firms, ITC, ICICI
Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Bajaj
Finance and HDFC Bank were the
top gainers.

On Wednesday, foreign port-
folio investors (FPIs) offloaded Rs
4,595.06 crore worth of equities
whereas domestic institutional
investors (DIIs) purchased Rs
9,093.72 crore of local shares, ac-
cording to the BSE’s provisional
data.

As US cracks down on Russian oil shippers,
India expects no real supply, sanction risk

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI,MARCH 13

INDIAIS not too concerned about
the intensifying scrutiny of
tankers and shipping firms in-
volved in Russian oil trade by the
United States (US), which has led
to a number of vessels being
placed under sanctions by
Washington over the past few
months.

As per highly placed sources
in the government, Indian refin-
ersare not at risk—of sanctions or
a major supply disruption—as
shipping is arranged by the sup-
pliers of Russian oil, and India has
enough alternative source mar-
kets for crude in case some of the
volumes coming from Russia get

Auditing
regulator plans

innovation lab,
Sandbox

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,MARCH 13

NATIONAL FINANCIAI Reporting
Authority (NFRA) Chairperson
Ajay Bhushan Pandey on
Wednesday said it has plans to set
up an Innovation Lab or Sandbox
for audit innovations to “support
cutting edge auditing tech-
niques”.

Pandey said NFRA intends to
engage with Audit Committees
and Independent Directors at
time of inspections to gather per-
spective as part of larger efforts to
improve audit quality as well as
corporate governance.

The investor community ex-
pects auditors to exercise profes-
sional scepticism and follow path
of ‘Trust but Verify’ and empha-
sised the need for Indian audit
firms to start ‘risk-based’ pricing
for their audits, he said at a
Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII) summit.

Pandey highlighted the five
lines of defence of financial re-
porting and sound corporate gov-
ernance -- management, audit
committee and independent di-
rectors, auditors, investors and
regulators - and maintained that
“all five lines of defence needs to
be vigilant and work together to
build trust”.

impacted due to shipping disrup-
tions. In the latest action against
oil tankers over alleged violation
of the G7 price cap of $60 per bar-
rel for seaborne Russian crude, the
US on February 23 sanctioned
Russia’s state-owned shipping
major Sovcomflot along with 14
tankers associated with it. This
was in addition to similar actions
against other shippers and tankers
involved in hauling Russian oil
over the past few months. Given
thatIndiaisa top buyer of Russian
crude, most of the 14 tankers
sanctioned recently had trans-
ported oil to Indian refiners over
the past year, ship tracking data
shows.

According to a senior official,
the government does not want
Indian refiners to take crude oil

deliveries on sanctioned tankers.
As long as that is clear and com-
plied with, there is no cause of
concern for the government or
Indian refiners, said the official,
whodid not wish to be identified.
Another official, who also spoke
on the condition of anonymity,
said that the situationis more of a
risk for Russia than India, as
Moscow depends heavily on in-
come from energy exports and
would want to prevent a signifi-
cant hit to its oil export volumes.
“Thereis noreal supply risk for
us. We can buy oil fromanumber
of suppliers..Theriskis essentially
for Russia because they have to sell
their oil and there are not too
many buyers,” said the second of-
ficial,adding that the expectation
in the government and India’s oil

Tata fab to roll out first
chip by 2026-end; PM
Modi says ‘historic’

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
DHOLERA,MARCH13

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
Wednesday laid the foundation
stone of three semiconductor
plants, including what is going to
be the country’s first commercial
fabrication plant. The Prime
Minister called the occasion “his-
toric” and added that India was
“creating history and taking a big
step towards a resilient future.”
The fabrication plant is being
set up by Tata Electronics in part-
nership with its Taiwanese part-
ner Powerchip Semiconductor
Manufacturing Corporation
(PSMC) at an estimated cost of Rs
91,000 crore in Gujarat’s Dholera.
Information Technology (IT)
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said
that the plant will produce the first
batch of chips by December 2026.
The other projects include a
chip packaging plant being set up
by the Tatas in Assam and one by
the Murugappa Group’s CG Power
in partnership with Japan’s
Renesas in Gujarat’s Sanand city.
These projects —whichrepre-
sentacumulative value of Rs 1.26
lakh crore— were cleared by the
Union Cabinet last month as part
of India’s Rs 76,000 crore capital
expenditure incentive scheme for
the semiconductor ecosystem.

>

IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw and Tata Sons
ChairmanN
Chandrasekaran. P11

Earlier, a packaging plant of United
States-based Micron Technology
worth $2.75 billionin Sanand was
approved by the Cabinetand con-
struction of the facility is currently
underway.

The approvals are amajor fillip
to India’s semiconductor ambi-
tions. As geopolitical tensions
shape the global narrative, the
Indian government hasidentified
electronics manufacturing as a
key economic growth driver, with
chip manufacturing at the heart
of these plans

(The reporter was in Dholera,
Gujarat at the invite of the IT
Ministry) FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

industry is that Russian oil ex-
porters would work towards en-
suring smooth sailing for Russian
oil cargoes. Over the past couple
of years, Russian oil exporters
have managed to amass a large
fleet of tankers, the so-called
shadow fleet, to transport Russian
oil without depending on
Western shipping. Russian oil is
boughtby Indianrefinersonade-
livered basis, which means that
chartering of tankers and the as-
sociated procedures are the re-
sponsibility of the oil supplier.
Indian buyers pay the all-inclusive
landed price of crude and have no
involvement in the shipping of the
oil, which keeps them insulated
from possible price cap-related
complications. FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

CM Stalin dares
PM to spell out

projects he has
brought to TN

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
POLLACHI,MARCH13

CHIEF MINISTER M K Stalin on
Wednesday asked Prime Minister
NarendraModi tolist out the spe-
cial projects that the union gov-
ernment has given to Tamil Nadu
and were scuttled by the state
government.

Stalin's comments came as a
response to Modi's charge during
his visit to Tamil Nadu last month
that the state government stalled
several central government
schemes.Modi should also spec-
ify the central projects that were
stalled by the DMK government
in Tamil Nadu, Stalin said.

Inhisaddress duringa govern-
ment event, Stalin alleged that
while the prime minister has ad-
vertised in newspapers and televi-
sion channels about 'Modi's
Guarantee', he has actually done
nothing for the people. The chief
minister also questioned what
happened to Modi's 'old guaran-
tees' of depositing Rs 15 lakh in
every citizen's bank account and
creating two crore jobs a year.

The government function
marked the distribution of wel-
fare assistance to beneficiaries,
laying of the foundation stone for
new projects and inauguration of
new schemes.
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‘Need to be cautious... there’s little bit
of froth in low-floating stock counters’

NILESH SHAH, Managing
Director, Kotak Mahindra Asset
Management Company, says
there is a need to be cautious in
the market so that people do not
end up getting swayed by the low
floating stocks, prices and valua-
tions in uncharted territory.
“This is the reason why the
regulator and the mutual fundin-
dustry are trying to caution peo-
ple that if they are coming to
small caps, they should not come
with last one year's return expec-
tation, that's not going to hap-
pen,” Shahsaysininaninterview
to HITESH VYAS and GEORGE
MATHEW. “Our valuations are
undoubtedly above average but
our profit-to-GDP ratio is also
more than above average. Itis not
that there is a big bubble but the
road definitely is downward slop-
ing,” Shah says. Edited excerpts:

Whatis your opinion on the
current valuation of the entire
market?Is it fairly valued or
excessively valued?

The marketis not cheap like it
was let us say during the sub-
prime crisis in 2008, or even in
mid-2022. It is a fairly valued
market. The large-cap, mid-cap
and small-cap are trading slightly
above their long-term historical
averages, whichis alsojustified as
profits are also above average. We
have been growing profits in
teens for the last five years.
Besides, we are also benefiting
from other people's self-goal.

As a global investor, one can't
put money in Russia because of
Ukraine. By investing in China, in-
vestors have two baggage - one,
in the last 30 years they haven't
made any money, and second, to-
morrow they can go to Taiwan. In
South Africa, it is difficult to visit
without worrying about safety.
Brazil has good fundamentals but
they have a communist govern-
ment whose agenda is not clear
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to the market and so, people are
waiting and watching. In Korea,
one is cautious because it might
getupgraded toadeveloped mar-
ket. As an emerging market in-
vestor, if you were to allocate your
money, your only options are
Mexico, Indonesia and India.
Our fundamental growth
story is looking very good. Now,
are there excesses in the market?
Undoubtedly, yes. Normally, the
valuation of large-capis the high-
est, mid-cap little lower, small-
cap lowest and micro-cap even
lowest. Currently, we are seeing a
reverse trend in terms of valua-
tions. Is there a little bit of froth?
It is there in low floating stock
counters. When floating stocks
are limited, you can pull the prices
higher, valuation goes higher and

that’s where we believe investors
are not going to make money.

Where is the market headed
now? What are the possible
risks?

There are always risks to the
market because it is constantly
discounting news flow. So, what
has it discounted? First, on the
global side, the US Fed will cut
rates. Now, just for assumption if
they raise rates, there would be a
correction. The market has dis-
counted the Modi government
(after the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tion).If thatdoesn't happen, then
there will be a reaction in the
market. There is an assumption
of about Rs 1,125 toRs 1,150 Nifty
EPS (Earning per Share) for FY25.
Let’s say it comes out to be Rs
1,300, market will shoot from
here; and if it is Rs 1,000, then
markets may correct.

So, the market has discounted
certain assumptions. Anything
happening better than what the
market has discounted, it will give
a push. Anything happening
worse than what the market has
discounted, it would result in a
correction. Do we have the abil-
ity to analyse or predict those
things? The answer is no. So, one
should try to invest for the long-
term, buy good companies with
good managers who can grow
earnings over a long period, and
just stay with them.

Last month, we saw equity
fund inflows of around Rs
22,000 crore, which pushed
the indices to new peaks. Are
these inflows pushing the
market up oris it because our
economy is doing well?

Have we reached peak valua-
tion? The answer is no. We are at
a substantial discount to what
was the peak valuation in the
1990s, 2000s, 2007 or 2018.
Undoubtedly, today there is a

Triveni Sangam (confluence) of
three things - money flow is
coming, domestic investors are
investing and global investors are
also putting in money.
Sentiments are positive about
Indiaand even the worst critics of
India are grudgingly accepting
that the country has done good
things.

This is the first time when
even fundamentals are keeping
pace with the prices. Companies
are generating 15-20 per cent
compounded profit growth.
Profit growth to GDPratio is now
4.9 per cent. The banking sector’s
NPAs are almost fully provided
for. So, there is Goldilocks - flows
are good, sentiments are good,
fundamentals are good, valua-
tions are above average, and sois
the profit.

Kotak Gilt Fund has
completed 25 years. How has
it performed?

To celebrate 25 years of India’s
first gilt fund is indeed a matter of
pride for Kotak Gilt Fund. We
commit to make that an integral
of every Indian’s portfolio.

During the last 25 years, the
fixed income market in India has
seen various challenges such as
the Asian currency crisis, global
financial crisis, taper tantrum,
Covid -19etc. Various events have
led tovolatility inrates such as 10
year Indian g-sec at 11 per cent
down to 4.8 per cent and then 9
per centand back to 7 per cent to-
day.

Amidst all this volatility, the
fund has generated more than 9
per cent return in the regular plan
since inception. The challenges
have been used as an opportunity
and hence the superior returns
were generated which could have
made aninvestmentof Rs 11 lakh
toRs 1 crore in 25 years.
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[ KERALA WATER AUTHORITY GREHGERIGIT

Tender No : WRD/KWA-CE(SR)/TR/3288/2024 5 1 _1/1
Jal Jeevan Mission - Chirakkadavu and Kanjirappally - Phase 2-- Construction of 50000L
Sump cum Booster Pump House and providing Water supply facilities at Koovapally in
Kanjirappally Pt and Chirakkadavu - Package 2-Construction of 5.25 LL OHSR at
Ponkunnam and 2 LLOHSR at GH Kanjirappally- General Civil Work, EMD : Rs. 2,00,000/,
Tender fee : Rs. 11025+(1985), Last Date for submitting Tender : 02-04-2024 03:00:pm,
Phone : 0481 2562745, Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in
Superintending Engineer

KWA-JB-GL-6-2613-2023-24 PH circle Kottayam

0SBl

Marketing & Communication Departrnent, Sth Fioor,
State Bank Bhavan, Madam Cama Road, Mumbal - 400021

Piease refer to RFP Moo SBLMMEC/2023-24/05 Dated: 20.02.2024 fior
Empanalmant os Media Awdit Agencies for SBL Plaase visit ‘Procuremant
Rews' gt htbp:ifwew abicodin or hitps: Ybank.shi for Corrigendum 01
Issuedon dated 13.03.2024

Revined Last date and time for submmission of bdds: 22032024 up o
1500 hrs

Place: Mumbal
Date: 13.03. 2024

=Sd=
Deputy General Manager (MEC)

CORRIGENDUM

0OSBI

Infarmation Secunly Departmeant, Slate Bamk of Indig,
Global IT-Cantre, Sec-11, CBD Balagur, Mawl Mumbai-200614

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP - 1060)

RFP Mo, SBI/GITCASDAZ023 -2 401500 35 Dated-14.05.2024
Bids are irvited by State Bank of India from the eligible bidders for Engaging
competent Twenty-Five {25} resources for Infrastructure Security
Managed Services to work In Bank's environmeent far @ perod af one year,
extendable on same terms and conditions for State bank of india [581). For
details, please visit ‘Frocurement Mews' at hitps:ffbank.sbl and
https: Netender.sbi/SBEIY

Last Date and time for Submission of Pre-Cualificetion Documents:
105208 duptel T:00HMEs

Cammencermantof downlosd of RFF: From 22.03.2024 at 18:00 his

Last date and tima for submission of bids: 22,04 2024 opto 15:00hrs

Place: Mavi Mumbai Deputy General Manager [Cyber Security)
Date: 1405 2024 Infarmation Security Department

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR

No. NIT/2023-24/30422-35 Date: 12.03.2024
fafaer gemT/2023-24

Frafafen s & fag /s WaR & it faarl ud 57 sifuepa deHl # dsiiga Td stgwelt Haee!

¥ fruifka yos # E-dieraee gfha ¥ sfiared ffacr smmfa &t S €

Dr. SPM International Institute of Information

Technology - Naya Raipur ([IT-NR)
Sector-24, Mava Ralpur, Atal Magar - 493661 [Chhattisgarh)

OPEN TENDER ENQUIRY
Dr. 5.P. Mukharjes |11 T-Kaya Raipur invites separates bids from eligibla
and interested bidders for supplyand installation of the: following:-
1. Workstation and other eguipment for Al Expariential Lab.
2. Waorksiation and othar equipmaeant for Edge Compiting Lab.

http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in @21 http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrdc
W G T THAT § | 359 HaGH! HI 10 fefiedt sEaER % WreAm § JewEe http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in W

RS AT aF 2| .
TR

@ fern st | et e 3, NVIDIA Jetson and RaspberryPl for AIE0L Lab.
AW (F.) W& ; i ;
SITC of HVAC, Fire Fighting, Lift, MGPS, External Electrical work etc. of 1410.00 EScoicl 4 HEI:I Hﬂt LI UULS L D;kslta'tlc.n .
Medical Hospital, Banswara. UBN: (1)RRC2324WLOB01513 Lakh $-749/ R, REF]EHT."HEIH"EEEITI'E?’G[ of IjEU'I'IEﬂEﬂ' parts of |.::,|:|f1ﬂ|_'| solar panels.,
External Electrical work, HVAC & Lift work at Medical College & Upgradation 995.05 23-24 ' ioap e
of Hospital at Dausa. UBN: (2)RRC2324WLOB01501 Lakh El Sup pll!'r Df |:|| um bl ng aF:-Ij EW'I nems.
External Electrical work, HVAC work & Fire Fighting work at Bundi & Baran. 1954.42 Fl:lr Iﬁﬁ’: lja[ﬂ' and ElthE-'r dE[I;lE- DIEHEE 'u'-:E't tl"E 'I'IEtlEi[E Dr ”IT_ ”3.".'5. Fi&ip-]r
(02 No. works) UBN: (3)RRC2324WLOB01502 (4)RRC2324WLOB01503 Lakh ; s
SITC of HVAC System work for Medical College & attached Hospital at Churu. 530.00 FCIHTAN |11.||]$;|'.|"I|'|I'H'I.I.Hllrll'. a:-'“.“ﬂﬂﬂﬂm .
UBN: RRC2324WLOB01504 Lakh €755/ Registrar
23-24
External Electrical work, Elevator work, SITC of High Side Electrical, Cabling 2193.00 STCTRTA
and Lift work in various Building at Hospital District, Churu. (02 No. works) Lakh -756/ T W o e e R e T e e e e
UBN: (1)RRC2324WLOB01511 (2)RRC2324WLOB01512 23-24 . . ! mmTAm Pmﬁ TMHEmSEmH Emp RATI':H Ll““En
faferer & wwarfeera yo= # ffere goen, oRiER Y, TRAEe S 9 BieH &l qRIE Afed Srgul freror vd e dearse: n |

@KHF Karnataka Gnnparatwa Milk
Producers' Federation Limited

KMF Complex, D.R. M.H. Marigowda Road, Bengaluru — 5600289
Phone : 25536223 | 26096813 Fax : 080-25536105
E-mail : ahykmf@yahoo.com

IFT NO.: KMFIAHITGM-16/KPPP; T&C Tender/2024  Date: 14.03.2024
TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

The Karnataka Milk Federation, Bengaluru invites tenders for
the period of 2 {Twao) Years from eligible tenderars for supply of
following ltem

Veterinary Drugs, Chemicals, EMD
Feed Supplement Surgical Instruments s, 30,000

The tendarers may submit tenders for any or all of the item /
goods given in annexure Tenderers are advised io note the
gualification criteria specified in Saction VI to qualify for award
of thie contract,

Tander documents may be downloaded from e-procuramant
website hitps:)//kppp.karnataka.govin Interested tenderers
may obtain further information at the same address.
The KMF will not be held responsible for the website
problems if any, last date submission or non-receipt of the
gama, Also may contaclt help line No. 91-BO46010000 /
91-8068942777, E-mail: supporti@ihelpdsk.com,

Cate of commeancemeant of Tender From 14.03.2024, Last dale
for submission on or before 15.4.2024 up to 5.00 PM, Date of
opening of Technical Tender on 18.04 2024 at 5.00 PM, Data of
Commercial bid opening 30.04.2024,

The other details can be seen in the lender documents,

For Karnataka Co-Opp. Milk Federation Ltd.,
Sd/- DIRECTOR (AH)

No:CEETAP/SEE-2EE-TTAEE-TIKCO-1T22023-24114752-812 Date:13,03.2024

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(THROUGH KARNATAKA PUBLIC PROCUREMENT PORTAL OMNLY)

Kamataka Power Transmission Corporation Limited invites Bids
on electronic mode for the following work against following
Enquiry Mumber,

| Enquiry No./[Name of the Work

i KPTCL/2023-24/SS/'WORK_INDENTE36
| Enhancemeant of 1X10MVA, 110/11kV Power Transformer-3
o 1X20MVA, 110711 KV Power Transformer at 110011k Hutti
Sub-station in Lingasugur Taluk and Raichur District on Total
Turnkey basis including supply of all matching
materials/equipments and erection {including Dismantling and
civil works) of all materalsfequipments, festing and
commissioning.

The bidz will be received through electronic tendering mode
only, The detads regarding parbicipation in the e-tendering
process can be obtained by logging on to KPTCL website
hitps:Vkptcl.karnataka.gov.in with hyperlink "E Procurement
KPTCL™ or https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in on or after
14.03.2024 @ 15.00hrs, Last date & time for receipt of Bids is
15.04.2024 @ 15.00hrs. Any extension of Due date for Bid
submizsion will be intimated in the Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal. Any details required In this regard can
alsn be had from the Office of the undersigned during Office
hours.
All Comgendum/Addendums shall be noticed by the bidders
before the last date of submission of the Bids,
odi- Chief Engineer (Electy).,
Tendering & Procurement, KPTCL,
3rd Floor, Kaveri Bhavan, Bengaluru-560009.
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(From right) Philosopher and author Professor Michael ] Sandel in conversation with Aakash Joshi, Deputy Associate Editor, The Indian Express, and Anant Goenka, Executive Director, The Indian Express Group

‘Politics of hope can’t just be about
technocratic things. It has to address the

deepest spiritual sources that move people

t Arecent Adda, Michael Sandel, one

of the world’s foremost political

philosophers, spoke on the state of

democracy, the rise of authoritarian
leaders, and why it’s a mistake for progressive
parties to allow patriotism and national identity
to become a monopoly of the right

On the success of
authoritarian populist figures

The success of right-wing authoritarian
populist figures and parties is usually a
symptom of the failure of progressive poli-
tics.Icertainly think that’s true in the United
States with the success of (Donald) Trump.

And so I think it should be an occasion
not to look down on those people who are
voting for Trump and similar candidates,
but an occasion to ask if he is as disagree-
able as we think he is. What does that say
about us? Why is it that we have failed to
offer a compelling alternative
and does it have something to
do with the tendency of elites
tolook down? And the cultural
sources and the religious
sources of populist appeal —
that too is worth taking seri-
ously because technocratic
politics that assumes it’s only
about the economy, misses the
deepest sources, not only of
the politics of grievance, but
also of any politics of hope. A
politics of hope can’t just be about techno-
cratic things. It has to address the deepest
cultural and spiritual sources that move
people, that give rise to people’s anger and
frustrations and resentments, but also to
their hopes and aspirations. And for the
most part, mainstream liberal elite techno-
cratic politics over the last four or five
decades has had a tin ear to that dimension
of politics and aspiration.

Scan the QR code to
watch Adda

On the backlash against elites

We see the backlash against elites in
many democratic societies and it takes dif-
ferent forms. But it's worth asking why.
Why the appeal of more nationalistic poli-
tics, sometimes various forms of religious
fundamentalism in various countries and
societies connected to the populist back-
lash. And I think it's because for four to five
decades governing elites embraced a
hubristic conception of the economy and
of politics...The free flow of capital and
goods and people across borders is the wave
of the future and anyone who challenges it
or criticises it must be
parochial or backward or in-
tolerant. And that hubristic
picture essentially said, ‘leave
it to us to govern as tech-
nocrats’.

On nationalism
and secularism

Well, let’s take nationalism
and secularism to go right to
the heart of it. I was speaking
earlier about the technocratic,
seemingly value-neutral picture that main-
stream governing elites offered of the global
economy that they were promoting.

And this is connected to, it’s not the
same as, but it’s connected to, the ques-
tion of secularism as a governing philos-
ophy. Now this goes back in the case of
India to the Independence movement and
to Nehru. And also in the '40s and ’'50s,
there was a kind of faith in countries
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around the world that the way to a toler-
ant society, the way to avoid communal
conflict and violence, was to insist on gov-
erning principles that were entirely secu-
lar, even to the point in some countries as
this liberal secular picture unfolded, it was
a version of liberalism that insisted that
citizens leave their moral and spiritual
convictions outside when they enter the
public square. I think it was a mistake.
First, it’s not possible to decide fundamen-
tal questions of justice and law and rights
and freedom and the common good with-
out reference to substantive conceptions
of the good, of the good life, of civic virtue,
of how to live.

But neither is it desirable to try to con-
duct politics in a way that is truly neutral
with respect to contested moral and spiri-
tual questions or questions of the good life.
It's not desirable because what it creates is
a hollowed out public space that can’t per-

sist for long. People want public life to be
about big things, about larger questions of
meaning and purpose and belonging and
identity. And if a purely secular technocratic
political outlook creates an empty public
space, sooner or later that public space will
be filled possibly by narrow, insistent, in-
tolerant moralisms, which typically take
two forms— religious fundamentalism or
hypernationalism.

On patriotism and
national identity

It's a mistake for progressive parties
and politicians to allow patriotism and na-
tional identity and belonging to become a
monopoly of the right. There is no reason
it needs to be a monopoly of the right be-
cause there are competing conceptions of
what it means to express national pride
and a sense of belonging. And progressive
politics has long required sources of




HOW DO YOU ENSURE A FREE
PRESS WHEN THE GOVERNMENT
IS THE BIGGEST ADVERTISER
AND ALSO USES ITSACCESSTO
THEMEDIAAS AWAY OF
PUTTING PRESSUREONIT?

THE NEED tocater toratings, the market,
andeyeballs — thoseimperatives tochase
ratings ortowinadvertising from
governmentoritsagenciesis damaging to
thefreepress. If the mediais fundedinaway
thatis too beholden to powerful advertisers,
whether those powerful advertisers be the
national government or state governments
orcorporations orthose who care about the
ratings, thenwe’relikely tohavea
degradationinthe quality, fearlessness,
courage, and the quality of coverage, which
suggests that we may need to consider

PRIYADARSHINI NARENDRA

Director, Dee Vee Projects

alternative media funded in ways that may
be from not-for-profit, civil society,
alongside the profit-drivenones. But tosee
whether we can experiment with new forms
of funding to support coverage thatis
necessary inafree society fordemocracyto
flourish, needs tobe looked at.

QUICK QUESTIONS

If we look at the history of humanity,
are we moving towards the left or
theright?

Neither, because what changesis the
definition of what's left and what's right.

What is Michael Sandel’s state of
mind? Are you optimistic? Are you
scared? Are you cautiously
optimistic?

[ would distinguish between opti-
mism and hope. But I do have hope, and

that hope arises every time [ encounter

young people.

Why should a party care for a
minority?
First, because one day they too will

be in the minority. Second, respecting

the minority is a fundamental condition

of the mutual respect on which adecent

society depends.

The one mistake that Indian
democracy must learn to avoid from
American democracy.

Allowing money to dominate politics
and political campaigns.

The one thing that Indian democracy
should learn to emulate from
American democracy.

Social equality.

The one thing that American
democracy should learn to emulate
from Indian democracy.

The spirited passion for politics.

Equality or liberty, if you have to
choose one.

I can’t because properly understood,
they go together. Each depends on
the other.

What s success for Michael Sandel?

RAKESH ASTHANA

Special Monitor, National Human Rights
Commission & Former Police Commissioner, Delhi

Managing to contribute even
modestly to promoting a better kind
of public discourse across countries
and cultures.

The one secret ingredient to
American soft power.

The ability to stand on one’s own two
feet, to speak one’s mind as a citizen, as
anequal. I think that ideal, though we re-
alise it imperfectly, is an important
source of the regard that people have
around the world for America.

The one magic bullet that can fix
social media.
Ban targeted online advertising.

The one necessary condition for
being aliberal in 2024.

The one important thing to being a
good liberal is to listen carefully to rather
than vilify those who disagree with you.

Henry Ford or Elon Musk, who is
Michael Sandel’s choice of capitalist?
There were a lot of problems with
Henry Ford but the one thing
that would lead me to go
for himis that he recog-
nised that the best
way to develop the
auto industry was to
pay workers enough
sothat one day they
could buy a Ford
car that they
were making.
There was adeep
insight in that.

Should
intellectuals be
on Twitter?
Why would they
want to be?

ASHOK CHAWLA

Former Finance Secretary

BACKIN 2010 YOU'D SPOKEN
ABOUT THE LOST ART OF
DEMOCRATIC DEBATE. FOURTEEN
YEARS ON, WHERE DO YOU THINK
WE STAND? ALSO, INSTEAD OF
DEMOCRATIC DEBATE, WE NOW
TALK OF DELIBERATION,
DISCUSSION, AND DISCOURSE.
DO AMERICAN AND INDIAN CABLE
TVCHANNELS HAVE ANYTHING TO
DOWITH THAT SWITCH FROM
DEBATE TO DISCOURSE?

AS FOR THE art of democratic debate, we
stand worse. The shift is because debate
has beendiscredited because of its
association with the shouting matchesand

For the president of a top Ivy
League university, if one of the
donors calls and says, we need to
pull out our donations, our
endowments, unless you stop
anti-Semitic protests by students
on campus.

Well, first ask the donor whether
they're right about the level of anti-
Semitism that they worry about.
Because if they are right, then the uni-
versity is doing something wrong in the

VISHAL SEHGAL
President, Harvard Club of India
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MIHIRA SO0D

Executive Director, Centre for Child
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CEO, HR Synergy (left) in conversation with a guest
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the food fights — the partisan food fights
that often appear on cable television or other
forums. I would like toredeem the term
debate from that shallow shouting match
picture to make it more continuous with
discourse. But I think that accounts less of
debate and more of deliberation.

WHAT’S THE RIGHT THING TODO?

first place. If the donor pressure is push-
ing for something that’s illegitimate,
then the right thing to do is for the uni-
versity president to stand upand say, I'm
very sorry, but that’s not something that
we can do. That'’s at odds with our edu-
cational mission’... If it’s a legitimate
problem, then you say to the donor,
you've got a point, we're working on it,
here’s how, perhaps you can help us. If
it’s not a legitimate demand, then you
have to stand up to the donor.

An Indian software engineer has an
offer for a job that will double his
monthly salary. He has to leave his
family and live without them.
Should he take the offer and pay
down the debt that he picked up to
study and enter this merit race? Or
should he read your book on what
money can’t buy and stay with the
nourishment of the family?

WEell, I hope those aren’t the only
two alternatives. I hope that he or she
can read What Money Can’t Buy and
still feel the moral weight, the tug of
family, even while trying to balance
how to promote the family’s good in
the long term, maybe through a
financial opportunity.

So, India-China relations
are getting tough. An
Indian tech entrepreneur
gets an investment offer
from a strategic Chinese
company. What's the
right thing todo?
Ithink it depends on the
concrete practical arrange-
ments that can be negoti-
ated. I would say that if it
meant ceeding control alto-
gether at that extreme then
maybe forgoit.

Michael Sandel with Dr Rashmi
Saluja, Chairperson, Religare
Enterprises Limited

MEERA DEWAN

Filmmaker

IN2024,AROUND 70
COUNTRIES ARE HEADING FOR
ELECTIONS. IN THE CASE OF
MANY COUNTRIES, THERE IS
NOTHING DEMOCRATIC ABOUT
THEM.DO WEHOPE FOR
DEMOCRACY ORDOWENEEDTO
REDEFINE DEMOCRACY?

ITIS strikinghow many countries are going
into elections and how strongand
pronounced is the tendency inmany of
these countries toembrace what are
sometimes called strongmen, and they do
tend to be men —figures who project
authority that promises tovindicate the
anger and frustrations of many. Any time we
seeawidespread politics of backlash and
grievance, there’sreason toworry. And we
see thisinmany of the democratic countries

POONAM DABAS

Executive Editor, Centre for Media
& Strategic Studies

now. Putin’s upcoming re-election, counts
as trulydemaocratic or not. It bearsacertain
formal similarity in that people do cast
ballots and the ballots are countedinsome
fashion. Butif any serious Oppositionis
banned, jailed anditsleaders arekilled, then
eventhoughit’sanelection,it’shardtocall
thatademocracy.

WITHIN THE PRESENT
CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK,
IF APOPULIST GOVERNMENT
WINS ANELECTIONORA
RE-ELECTION, HOW CAN THE
LIBERALS AND THE
INTELLECTUAL MIDDLE

CLASS SAY THATTHISIS A
THREAT OR THE COUNTRY
ISNOT DEMOCRATIC?

THEN I THINK we would say that the
people have spoken and that the
government that’s been elected or re-
elected has a democratic legitimacy and
right torule. Those who disagree with that
government or with that candidate have to
figure out how to persuade the public that
their mission and agenda are better. Now,

RAVINDRA S GARIA

Advocate

if agovernment wins an election or re-
electionandis in power for an extended
period and begins to erode or change the
basic constitutional framework in ways
that undermine democracy, liberty, and
respect for minority communities, then
that’s adifferent matter. Then that does
constitute an erosion of democracy.
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IT'S DEBATABLE WHETHER FREE
MARKET ECONOMY HAS OR HAS
NOT DONE JUSTICETO
EQUALITY AND THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
WELFARE STATE. DO YOU THINK
AHASH OF THAT SAME FREE
ECONOMY MODEL WILL

BE ABLE TO DELIVER THE
CLIMATE AGENDA?

WILL THE MARKET faith deliver the
climate agenda? Well, the short answer s no.
No, because to figure out how to cooperate
together, to make the transition to a green
economy, economic incentives can play an
important part. A carbon tax could play an
important part. But fundamentally, we need
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SALONI GOEL
Director, Projects & ESG,
Religare Enterprises

tochange norms. Shifting attitudes are not
something that can be achieved by
economic incentives or market mechanisms
alone. This requires political deliberation,
persuasion, and shifting the way we live
with nature.

(From left) Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, Ministry of Education; Justice Anish Dayal
with wife Charanpreet Arora, Board Member, Internews Europe and Former
Business Head, Viacom 18 Digital Ventures

solidarity. The left speaks of solidarity, the
right monopolises the term patriotism, but
the left makes a mistake to cede the lan-
guage of patriotism and national pride to
the right.

And so far, as left or progressive poli-
tics depend on making citizens alive to
their mutual obligations in virtue of shar-
ing acommon life and a public project to-
gether, it has to speak the language of sol-
idarity. Which is to say, in the
setting of the nation state, the language
of patriotism and belonging and national
identity. It may be a different conception
of nationalism or of patriotism
than the right, but then that should be
the debate.

On whether the Opposition
can articulate an alternative
governing vision

Can there be an Opposition party that
reimagines an alternative vision of democ-
racy that draws on India’s democratic tra-
dition. Whichisitself a source of great na-
tional pride but (also one) that
re-articulates the meaning of that demo-
cratic tradition in a way that speaks to the
aspirations that (Prime Minister Narendra)
Modi has articulated and expressed with
national identity and pride?

There’s not one single version of such a
vision. And so I think what happens, how
it unfolds really depends on the political
imagination and will of those who would
challenge the BJP and their vision of na-
tional renewal who can articulate a com-
pelling conception of democracy that
doesn’tdepend on a purely secular liberal
technocratic neutral way of thinking about
the nation and national pride and belong-
ing and tradition.

WHAT ROLE DO YOU SEE THE
JUDICIARY PLAYING IN THE
HOPE FOR A DECENT SOCIETY?
WHERE DO YOU THINKITHAS
MOST LACKED, BEITINTHE US
OR ININDIA AND WHERE DO YOU
THINKIT HAS BEST EXCELLED?

THE JUDICIARY atits best, especially in
constitutional democracies, not only
adjudicates disputes and conflicting
interpretations of the law, it also serves as
aninstitution of civic education,
especially where big public questions are
decided. Thisis one of the mostimportant
tests of therole the judiciary canplayina
constitutional democracy. Safeguarding
rights under the Constitutionis crucial.
Protecting those rights against
majoritarian incursion and violation, is

Michael
Sandel at
Express Adda

On the tendency of
democracies to tiltin
favour of majorities

Democracy is not the same as majori-
tarianism. Democracy is not only about vot-
ing or about majorities. Democracy at its
best describes a public culture of delibera-
tion and ongoing argument and contesta-
tion. And so for democracy to flourish, it’s
necessary that there be sites and occasions
for genuine citizen deliberation about these
kinds of questions.

On free speech on

university campuses

Well, what we’ve seen on university
campuses is not a good thing because there
has been a freezing up of openness to dis-
cussion on fraught questions including the
Israel-Palestinian conflict. But not only that,
I mean this problem was already arising
even before the Hamas attack of October 7
with regard to other issues.

And I think we have to do the same kind
of reimagining in the university that we've
been discussing with regard to public dis-
course and the use of online platforms.
There are tensions on campuses, and stu-
dents do feel inhibited in voicing their
views in public on sensitive questions
within the classroom.

On reservations

I would say the importance of affirma-
tive action or reservations in any particular
country depends on the extent to which
those inequalities have left their mark on the
opportunities that still exist. And in so far as
that's true, and it’s true in a great many soci-
eties, I think it’s important to take those in-
equalities, to try to address those inequali-
tiesin education and in other opportunities.

NIDHI ARORA
Consultant, NITI Aayog

important. But the civic education
explaining, offering justificationsin
opinions and in dissenting opinions can
model the kind of public discourse we
have been discussing. These days, | find
myself admiring the Indian judiciary by
contrast with some of the decisions the
US Supreme Court has made of late.



THE INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, MARCH 14,2024

SPORT

— BRIEFLY ——

Para World Cup:
Narwal dominates
with 2 silver medals

New Delhi: Star Indian para shooter
Manish Narwal won asilver medal each
in the men's 10m air pistol (SH1) indi-
vidual and team events at the WSPS
Para Shooting World Cup here on
Wednesday. Narwal shot 236.7 to fin-
ish behind Chao Yang of China (240.3),
who claimed the top step on the
podium while Korea's Jeongdu Jo of
Korea settled for the bronze (214.7) in
individual section. The World
Champion para shooter then joined
forces with Rudransh Khandelwal and
Sanjeev Giri to fetch the silverin the P1
men's team 10m air pistol (SH1) event.
In the other events of the day, Indians
failed tomake it to the final eight of the
R7 - men's 50m rifle 3 positions (SH1)
category, with Rakesh Nidagundi being
the best performer in the qualification
round, finishing 14th. PTI

Wasn't satisfied tobat
atonedown: Babar

Karachi: Former Pakistan skipper
Babar Azam's public expression of his
unhappiness at being asked to bat at
number three in T20 Internationals
indicates that allis not well in the na-
tional team's dressing room. Babar
made his feelings clear at amediain-
teraction during the Pakistan Super
League on Tuesday that he was not
satisfied with the decision to bat at
number three during the New
Zealand T20Is in January. "It was the
Pakistan team's demand at the time.
[ did that for Pakistan. If I was asked
individually, I wasn't satisfied with
the decision to batat one down posi-
tion. However, 1 did that for Pakistan,"
Babar said. PTI

|PL: Bairstow available
for PunjabKings

New Delhi: England batter Jonny
Bairstow will be available for the entire
duration of the Indian Premier League,
beginning March 22, despite returning
home only recently following a long
Test tour of India. On the sidelines of the
DharamsalaTest, the BCCl officials were
in talks with their England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) counterparts over
the availability of their players for the
IPL. Test regulars like skipper Ben
Stokes, Joe Root and Mark Wood had al-
ready made themselves unavailable for
the lucrative T20league as part of ECB's
workload management following the
five-Test series that ended in
Dharamsala on Sunday. PTI

Hockey nationals: MP,
Bengallog bigwins

Pune: Defending champions Madhya
Pradesh opened their campaign witha
8-0 win over Chhattisgarh, while
Bengal showed no mercy in a 28-0
landslide victory over Gujarat at the
Senior Women's National
Championship here on Wednesday.
Hritika Singh struck four times to help
Madhya Pradesh ease past Chhattisgarh
inPool A. Hritika opened by converting
apenalty cornerinthe 11th minuteand
added goalsin the 17th,22nd and 33rd
minutes. Leading 4-0 at the halfway
stage, MP pushed the scoreline via
Preeti Dubey (24th), Aishwarya Chavan
(46th), Anjali Gautam (48th) off a
penalty corner and Sadhna Sengar
(57th) to bag full points. PTI

RANjJI TROPHY

Karun fights bravely but Musheer puts Mumbai

MIHIR VASAVDA
MUMBAI, MARCH 13

ALOUD, desperate cry from Musheer Khan
did not move the umpire but it woke up a
couple of young men, sitting next to the
Sachin Tendulkar statue, on the uppermost
row of the Vijay Merchant Pavilion, from
their nap.

The gentle sun and mild sea breeze
made the stand an ideal location for an af-
ternoon siesta. Even the band in the MCA
Pavilion, brought in to celebrate Mumbai’s
42nd Ranji Trophy title, sat in silence. And
there wasn’t the risk of missing out on any
action. For, there wasn’t alot. At least it felt
like that.

After Mumbai challenged them with a
mammoth target of 538 in the Ranji Trophy
final, Vidarbha had two templates to
choose from. One, by Musheer Khan who
batted for more than seven hours for his
century. And then there was the Shreyas
Iyer - absent from the field on Wednesday
- way, an aggressive approach from the
get-go to get close to a ton inside two hours.
Vidarbha chose the former.

To their credit, they took the match to
Day 5, which would have been their first
target. At the same time, the two-time win-
ners still find themselves needing 290 runs

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI, MARCH 13

IN THE span of seven weeks, Yashasvi Jaiswal
transformed from a bright young potential
to the new torchbearer of India’s batting. His
immaculate body of work in the series
against England—712 runs at 79.91 includ-
ing a pair of double centuries compiled with
ablend of youthful aggression and technical
rectitude—not only fuelled India’s comeback
and the dismantling of Bazball, but also set
his destiny rolling. But he remains firmly
grounded and takes The Indian Express
through his journey in the series:

Does the England series feel like a
dream?

It’s a great feeling, 'm happy but I want
to be more focused, so that I can do well for
my team. I'm not thinking about anything to-
day.Iwant to take one matchatatime.Idon't
know what will happen tomorrow, soldon’t
want to think too much.

Are you on a high after scoring 700-odd
runs?

No, in cricket one has to grind on a daily
basis. I don't take success and failure to my
head. It'san uncertain game. I enjoy the suc-
cessand learn from it why it was good. When
[fail, I try to learn what I can do toimproveit.

You seem to love batting. Someone had
to literally take you out of even the nets...

Yes, woh toh hai (that is true). I love bat-
ting and feel 'm really lucky that I'm getting
to do whatIlove the most.I'm really blessed
that God has been kind enough to give me
this opportunity and I want to make it count.
[ want to work hard, give my 100 percent. |
have the confidence that I have worked
enough forit.I can sleep well when I bat well
inthe nets. It's a process, be it batting, eating,
or listening to people on how they became
great. Be punctual, disciplined and consis-
tent. If I have to play five Test matches, then
I need to sleep well, eat well, and be on the
ground on time. It’s like a routine and I don’t
want to break that routine.

How did you prepare mentally for the
series? Are you someone who watches
and analyses the bowlers beforehand?

[ didn’t do much because I was already
playing in South Africa.I was ina good zone.
I got to learn a lot from South Africa and it
was a good experience. I was trying to make
sure thatif get set, I score big runs. It was the
only thing crossing my mind.

You have an appetite for big runs...
WhenIwalk to the crease, the only thing
I keep telling myself is that I want to finish
this game. Want to win this for my team. In
Tests, one gets time to prepare and plan.

When you go on the offensive, you strike
with alot of power. How much of it is
down to the power and range-hitting?

I have that range and thanks to T20
cricket and Zubin Bharucha sir, who has
helped me to improve my game. It has been
three or four years since I have been work-
ing with him. Thanks to Rajasthan Royals that
they provide me a platform where I can go
and practice for endless number of days. At
the same time, [ have been playing with the
Indian team for the past nine months and
there I speak to Rohit Sharma sir and Rahul

to win and the onus to pull off the unlike-
liest of heists is on their lower order. At
stumps on Day 4, Vidarbha were 248/5
chasing 538.

Things might not have looked so omi-
nous for Vidarbha had Mumbai not taken
the most important wicket of Karun Nair
with just half an hour left in the day. It was
barely surprising that it was Musheer who
provided the breakthrough.

The 19-year-old has played in just 5 in-
nings for Mumbai this season but has had
an oversized impact on their performances.
The 433 runs at an average of more than
100 have put Mumbai closer than ever to
ending their Ranji title drought. But it'll be
doing him an injustice if Musheer’s contri-
bution is seen merely through stats.

Musheer toils

It’s his ability to grind, as well as the en-
ergy he brings to the field, that’s infectious.
After batting for nearly 500 minutes across
the second and third days, Musheer
bowled 20 overs on Wednesday. At some
level, Musheer knew the bowlers might
have to toil as the pitch had very little to of-
fer. And toil he did, but at no stage did he
look tired or a lack of heart, even when
Vidarbha were merely blocking the balls.

Musheer constantly tested the bats-
men'’s defence and got the ball to turn just

YASHASVI JAISWAL INTERVIEW

‘I don’t take success and
failure to my head’

The batting sensation reveals his mindset and the support he receives from Dravid and Rohit
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Yashasvi Jaiswal scored 712 runs over five Tests against England in India. P11

Dravid sir a lot. That has helped me improve
my game a lot. It helped me to understand
the game situation, how I can be there for a
long time, and make sure I play all my shots
and enjoy the game.

Rohit keeps saying in the media that ‘let
Jaiswal be, let him score’. How is he in
the dressing room with you?

It’s so good to have him there inside the
dressing room. It has been great to play un-
der him. There are a lot of moments which I
don’t want to disclose at the moment. Let it
be with me. The way he backed players
throughout this journey, the way he talks,
the way he bats. Whatever happens, he will
be there to stand by you. I think it’s incredi-
ble to see that in your leader.

Did you read what Ben Duckett said
aboutyou?

Idon’t want to say anything about it. I just
need to do whatever I can on the ground that
says the bestIcando.

When Shoaib Bashir and Joe Root were
tossing up the ball full and outside off,
you would square-drive and mistime it.
Rohit then told you ‘bhai udhar mat
maar' and showed the bat straight down
the ground. In the same over (off Bashir),
you hit three straight boundaries! Can
you elaborate?

He came and told me that in that mo-
ment that shot is not on, it will be better to
hit straight. So I was trying to hit straight. I
must tell you nothing misses his eyes. He

Vidarbha’s Karun Nair scored 74 before losing his wicket on Wednesday. Pradip Das

enough to keep the close-in fielders inter-
ested. After bowling like that the whole
day, he was rewarded with the big wicket
of Nair.

Musheer pitched the ball full, around
the middle and off, and got it to drift in. Nair
stepped forward to defend but the ball
turned away and kissed the outside edge.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

1LAZIO COACH SARRI RESIGNS

Rome: Maurizio Sarri has resigned from his role as Lazio coach
and assistant coach Giovanni Martusciello has been nominated
to lead the team, the Serie A club said on Wednesday. Sarri has
been criticised of late as Lazio, who finished second last season,
won only two of their last eight league games. REUTERS
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“When | walk to the crease,
the only thing | keep telling
myself is that | want to finish
this game. Want to win this
for my team. In Test cricket,
one gets time to prepare for
the game and plan.”

- ON HIS APPETITE FOR BIG RUNS

-

“The way he backed players
throughout this journey, the
way he bats. Whatever
happens, he will be there to
stand by you. It’s incredible
to see thatin yourleader.”

-ONROHIT SHARMA'S CAPTAINCY

knows everything. That is the biggest quality.
He is aware of things and what is going on.
Alag level hai, it’s so fun to be around him.

Any particular moment with Dravid, a
tip or advice that stands out?

Dravid sir keeps supporting us. He will
walkinand keep talking to us. He will be ask-
ing ‘kya chal raha hai dimag mein (whatis go-
ing on in your mind)?’ He makes sure I can
speak to him and get the right information
for the game. He gives us that confidence that
we will doit. He will tell us to enjoy the game,
and be aware of the situation.

Did it ever cross the team’s mind that
there are so many new players in the
team playing a good English side?

No. Some have been playing IPL for
quite a while. All have played Ranji Trophy
games, many didn’t have international
match experience but had decent experi-
ence under their belt.

Ben Stokes high-fived you after the 200
atRajkot...

[ have played with him in Rajasthan
Royals and know him alittle, that’s it.

You hit three successive sixes off James
Anderson in Rajkot...

Those shots were in my mind. [ knew I
could hit him when I got set. It was in my
mind that whenI'm on top of my game, I will
get him. Get him in the sense, not only him,
but any bowler. If I'm going after someone, |
will go hundred percent.

Jos Buttler expressed his happiness on
your maturity. Did you stay in touch
with him?

Thoda bahut (abit).Iwill meet him when
I join Rajasthan Royals. He is a good guy.
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Shafali Verma scored 71 off 37 balls in
the win for Delhi Capitals. Sportzpics

Shafali underlines
Delhi Capitals’
dominance

NAMITKUMAR
NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

SEVEN FOURS, five sixes, and an all-round
confident performance. If there was anything
to perfectly encapsulate Delhi Capitals’ dom-
inance over Gujarat Giants, it was Shafali
Verma'’s belligerence with the bat, hitting a
37-ball 71 to take her team to a seven-wicket
win, chasing down 126 with almost seven
overs to spare in the final league match of the
Women’s Premier League (WPL) on
Wednesday.

Skipper Meg Lanning may have once again
become the leading run-scorer of the tourna-
ment, but after her early run-out and Alice
Capsey’s wicket caused a slight wobble, it was
Shafali who took control with the bat to oblit-
erate Gujarat’s limp bowling attack.

The 20-year-old opener proved she is not
simply an aggressor at the top, but also has
the ability to pace herinnings and see arun-
chase through to the end. She rotated strike
effectively, and walloped the balls in the V.
Ash Gardner may be the most pedigreed
bowler in the Gujarat side, but Shafali tore
through her with three sixes and a four.

With the win, Delhi go straight to the fi-
nal and remain firm favourites at home while
Mumbai Indians and Royal Challengers
Bangalore face each other for a place in the
title clash.

This was a match between a team that
was all but confirmed to go straight to the fi-
nal, and a team that was all but confirmed to
finish last. And it showed.

Lanning’s captaincy calls bore fruit, as she
managed her bowlers smartly to keep the
Giants batters guessing. The team’s sharp-
ness was evident on the field as they hardly
gave anything away.

Gujarat Giants proved to be a disappoint-
ment that they have been in so many
matches throughout both seasons of the
league - uncoordinated, inexperienced,
wasteful. The combination of top-level in-
ternational players that they bet so big on
simply has not worked.

Once Beth Mooney departed early to a
Marizanne Kapp ripper, the team collapsed.
The investment in Gardner and Phoebe
Litchfield (who had a high-scoring outing
during Australia’s recent tour of India) did-
n'tgive adequate returns. Gardner scored 12,
bringing her tournament total to 120.
Litchfield hit 21 of her 108 runs this fortnight.
Neither have been significant contributors
inany of the eight matches.

There was a late flourish from Bharti
Fulmali, but after her team had been reduced
to 48/5 within the first half of their innings,
her 36-ball 42 would be utterly in vain, only
allowing her side to crawl to 126/9.

BRIEF SCORES: Gujarat Giants 126/9in 20
overs (Bharti Fulmali 42; Minnu Mani 2/9)
lost to Delhi Capitals 129/3 in 13.1 overs
(Shafali Verma 71; Tanuja Kanwar 2/20) by
seven wickets.

in total control of final

It’s his ability to grind, as well
as the energy he brings to the
field, that’s infectious. After
batting for nearly 500 minutes
across the second and third
days, Musheer bowled 20 overs
on Wednesday.

Wicket-keeper Hardik Tamore safely
pouched the catch, after he had dropped
Nair when he was at 4.

Nair stood like a statue, fully aware of
the consequence of his rare error. When he
finally started walking back to the dugout
- after a failed review that he took against
all hope - the motley Wankhede crowd got
on its feet. It was for Musheer but they
might as well be applauding Nair’s slow-
burn innings.

It was a kind of knock that’s largely out
of fashion these days. He took 43 balls to
hit his first boundary, a drive through the
covers off pacer Tushar Deshpande. The
shot also took Vidarbha'’s score past 100 -
in the 36th over. It took Vidarbha another
42 overs to reach 200 while Nair took 222
minutes for his 50.

Alongside captain Akshay Wadkar (56

not out), Nair dealt largely in singles and
although there was an odd attempt to hit
areverse sweep, he never really managed
to connect. Barring those shots, it was a
largely chanceless innings. Until he finally
fell to Musheer.

The wicket, he knows, is a potential
game-changer. “I think we need to be real-
istic. It's a tough task,” he said of the chal-
lenge that Vidarbha now face. “I can say
something about the team, they have the
character. (But) I would have loved to be
batting overnight.”

Nair knows that had he stayed on, there
would have been slight anxiety when
Mumbai would have come out on
Thursday even though they’d have re-
mained the favourites. Especially after
making the Mumbai bowlers grind all day
on Wednesday.

His wicket leaves the lower order ex-
posed and with 290 runs still to get,
Mumbai now have one hand on the trophy.
Safe to say, when they return on Thursday,
there will be few napping in the stands and
the dhol wallahs won't be silent.

BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai 224 and 418 vs
Vidarbha 105 and 248/5 (Karun Nair 74,
Akshay Wadkar 56*; Musheer Khan 2/38,
Tanush Kotian 2/56). Vidarbha need 290
more runs to win
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CL: Barca win
knockout match
after 4 years,
enter quarters

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MARCH13

FOUR YEARS later, Barcelona s again celebrat-
ing a triumph in the knockout stage of the
Champions League.

The five-time European champions re-
turned to the quarterfinals with a3-1 win over
Napoli on Tuesday.

Fermin Lopez, Joao Cancelo and Robert
Lewandowski scored for Barcelona as it ad-
vanced 4-2 onaggregate aftera1-1drawinthe
firstleg in Italy three weeks ago.

Amir Rrahmani scored for Napoli, which
couldn'trepeatits last-eight appearance from
last season, when it won a knockout round for
the first time.

Barcelona had been eliminated in the
group stage the last two years and hadn't
reached the quarterfinals since 2019-20, when
itlost to Bayern Munich.

"It wasanincredible night," Barcelona mid-
fielder Sergi Roberto said.

"It had been four years since this club was
where it deserves to be. We have to enjoy this
moment." In the other Champions League
match on Tuesday, Arsenal eliminated Porto
in a penalty shootout after a 1-1 aggregate
draw.

The Champions League could be
Barcelona's last realistic chance for a title this
season. It was eliminated in the Copa del Rey
and trails Spanish league leader Real Madrid
by seven points. Coach Xavi Hernandez already
announced he will leave at the end of the sea-
son.

"It was a great match, very complete,” Xavi
said.

"We have been criticised unfairly, and to-
day we showed that this team is prepared to
compete in Europe. We are among the best
eight teams in Europe. We have to enjoy it."
The victory also means extra income for
Barcelona, which has been struggling finan-
cially recently.

The Catalan club is unbeaten in six meet-
ings with Napoli in all competitions.

Arsenal beat Porto on penalties

Reuters Adds: David Raya proved the heroas
Arsenal survived a penalty shootout to scrape
past Porto and reach the quarter-finals of the
Champions League for the first time in 14 years
afteratenselast-16 duelhad ended 1-1 onag-
gregate on Tuesday.

Porto, who won the opening leg 1-0,
proved stubborn opposition for the Premier
League leaders and Arsenal fans must have
feared another night of European heartache.

But Martin Odegaard, Kai Havertz, Bukayo
Sakaand Declan Rice all tucked away their spot
kicks with clinical precision and Arsenal keeper
Raya made two saves. He got the slightest of
touches to send Wendell's effort against the
post and then saved Galeno's penalty to send
Arsenal through 4-2 in the shootout and spark
wild celebrations.

Barcelona’s Robert Lewandowski
celebrates after scoring.

Reuters

Alcaraz, Sinner reach
quarters at Indian Wells

Indian Wells: Second-ranked Carlos Alcaraz avenged a previ-
ous loss to Fabian Marozsan, winning 6-3 6-3 to reach the quar-
terfinals of the BNP Paribas Open as the top remaining seed in

the men's draw.

A day after "lucky loser" Luca Nardi stunned No. 1 Novak
Djokovicin the third round at Indian Wells, Alcaraz on Tuesday
advanced easily over the Hungarian who ousted him from the

Italian Open in May.

Marozsan was a qualifier and the No. 135 player in the world
when he upset Alcaraz — then on the verge of taking the top
spot in the rankings — 6-3 7-6(4) in the third round in Rome.

"Honestly, I was nervous before the match. I'm not going to
lie,” Alcaraz said. "Playing against someone that beat you. ...

Today I knew what I had todo."

Australian Open champion Jannik Sinner beat Ben Shelton
7-6(4) 6-1 later Tuesday for his 18th consecutive victory. The
third-ranked Italian has won 15 matches in a row to start 2024,
claiming titles at Melbourne and Rotterdam. It was the 150th
hard-court victory for the 22-year-old Sinner, who became first
player born in the 2000s to reach that milestone.

Sinner had a set point, up 5-4 and 40-30 in the first, before
Shelton was saved by a net cord. It then took Sinner another 15
minutes to close out the first set; in the second, he went up 3-

0 and coasted to the victory. AP
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Lakshya sets sight on Antonsen

Indian shuttler hasn’t beaten Danish metronome since 2022, and needs to maintain intensity for longer to break losing streak

P Bl 2 SUNRISE |

SHIVANINAIK
MARCH13

ONEREASON why the allure of the AllEngland
endures in these parts of the world is that no
Indian has won it for a long time. Since 2001.

It's one of four annual Super 1000s. But top
Indians have just not nailed the big occasion,
when others don't bother pretending that it's
just another event, and are always looking to
peakatit.

Saina Nehwal made the final in 2015, but
Carolina Marin properly crushed her title
hopes. Perhaps the most audacious charge was
made by Lakshya Sen in 2022 - beating
Sourabh Verma, Anders Antonsen, Lu Guang
Zu and Lee Zii Jia, before Viktor Axelsen im-
posed his monster game.

But no matter what the prologue has been
to this year, or what the projections in an
Olympic year might be, Sen perennially threat-
ens to cause a stir at the Al E.

Amongst all the Indian men's singles play-
ers, helooked likely to go the deepest after his
run at the French Open. On Wednesday, he
wrapped up a straight-games win over young
Dane leftie Magnus Johannesen, 21-14, 21-14
in an easy Round 1, and ended up the only
Indian in Round 2 of men's singles. Priyanshu
Rajawat gave Chico Wardoyo a scare, but had
not much leftin the tankin the third, losing 19-
21,21-11,21-9. Soit's down to Sen, who plays
another Dane, a more compact, stubborn and
quicker one, Antonsen, seeded 4, who lost his
first match of 2024 only last week.

Sen, unseeded at Birmingham, has a pre-
dictably tough draw. And Antonsenisarepeat
of last year's pre-quarters. Sen hasn't actually
beaten the Dane, who's tamed his wild hitting
ways with exceptional shuttle-control and
shorn his temperament off any tempestuous
outbursts, since the 2022 All England. That's
three losses straight, denying Sen entry into
the quarters at All England, Indonesia and
China. The Indian is due to pull one back, and
it could be on the back of the clinical win over
Johannesen.

Senwasn't pushed muchin his opener. But
he remained sharp, and did well not to daw-
dle and wind up in a decider. As is his wont,
Sen played a disproportionately large number
of returns from below the tape in the first
game. His low defence is so outlandishly good
that he can work the shuttle around without
going overhead too often, and picks winners
by just skipping about letting the wrist ma-
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With his win over Magnus Johannesen , Lakshya Sen remains the only Indian in the men’s single draw at All England. File

noeuvre the shuttle, not exerting his shoulders.
Against a better Dane, which Antonsen is, he
will be summoned to play the shuttle much
sooner, and push the pace of rallies by striking
it early. Johannesen is far too inexperienced
and stood no chance at the net. But Antonsen
will push the shuttle back, aim for the lines,
and make Sen work.

Tough cookie

There's a perceivable increase in pace and
intensity in rallies when Sen hits the home
stretch of a game. He suddenly piles on the
menace in rallies, and opponents tend to find
him difficult in 17-17 situations. His brain is
granite inendgames, and the reason he's rated
so highly is because no other Indian plays the
clutch points better than him. Prannoy has

sheer talent, stroke variety and skill. But Sen
mentally disintegrates opponents, with ridicu-
lous retrieves, and outrageous net kills.

Antonsen, though, has built himself the pa-
tience reserves and will pick a fair share of Sen's
round-the-head smashes. The Indian can run
out of patience if three successive ones get
picked. He'll just need to be prepared to go for
the fourth one against Antonsen.

He was constructing points nicely against
Johannesen, but will need to be a chameleon
on pace against the head band-wearing anti-
McEnroe of shuttle, who has a lid on his tem-
per, and no qualms about playing boring
points. Sen will simply have to buy into the idea
that the first few rounds against the likes of
Antonsen, or even the later rounds against
Kunlavut Vitidsarn, can be laborious.

He has the likes of Lee Zii Jia, Loh Kean
Yew and Shi Yuqi to spice up his life ahead,
if he can put his head down and disrupt
Antonsen with pace eccentricity. But in the
city of legendary guitarist Tony lommi, Sen
will need to alter the riffs on the strings and
mix up the tempo.

Amongst his batch of 2018, Li Shifeng ex-
ited on Tuesday and Kodai Naraoka was
packed off on Wednesday. Only Sen and
Kunlavut remain. The Indian had his second-
and third-game meltdown and about of clue-
lessness against Vitidsarn at the French, though
one suspects he was in a hurry to cross the
channel. But the Indian loves his All England
stomp. He knows he's always belonged there.
Antonsen starts favourite in Round 2, but Sen
candial 2022 again.

Rd 2, the best time
for Sindhu to beat
An Se Young

A DAY's extra
rest and prepa-
ration. Good
carry-over
vibes from last
week's French
Open. And
nothing to lose.

It's not ex-
actly what aligning of stars reads like,
but a second-round face-off against
the unstoppable Korean An Se Young
might well be the best-timed chal-
lenge for PV Sindhu. She's not likely
to be particularly exerted from her
first round quick progress ahead of
Thursday's clash, and Se Young, 22, in-
variably gets difficult to dislodge deep
into tournaments.

The Korean World No.1 is a diffi-
cult proposition for Sindhu, but
viewed from the other end, Se Young
will find herself up against a tough
cookie in the Indian so early in the
week while defending her title.

Sindhu has lost all six times
they've played, and nicked just the
one game, 21-18 off Se Young at the
Asian Championship in April 2023.
In fact, Se Young has won 11 off her
17 tournaments in the last year,
making her extremely formidable.
While a good, quick start might help,
Sindhu might want to go in prepared
for a tough three-game wringer,
with the same fight she showed
against Olympic champ Chen Yufei
last week.

Se Young anticipates brilliantly at
the net, and doesn't mind the back
court-front court quick shuttle, so
Sindhu's drops might get picked more
often. But the deep power smashes
and varying the pace whimsically can
surprise the Korean who likes running
away with a gush of points. Just as
well, it's early in the tournament, and
Sindhu will be prepared for the run-
ning. SHIVANINAIK

In Smash, Kamal shocks World No 13, dispels doubts over form

ANILDIAS
MUMBAI,MARCH 13

BEFORE THIS year’s World Table Tennis (WTT)
Singapore Smash event, India’s 10-time na-
tional champion Sharath Kamal hadn’twona
single game in the two seasons of the top-tier
event. His best performance at a WTT event
was reaching the Round of 16 at a Star
Contender (second-tier) event back in 2021.

He smashed away all doubts and concerns
over his fitness and form with a superlative
performance on Wednesday, coming back
froma game down to beat World No. 13 Darko
Jorgic3-1(8-11,11-6,11-8,11-9)and enter the
Round of 16 of the Smash.

“I've played him twice before this,and I've
lost both times. So I went into the match think-
ing that at least let me start off with one set,
because last time I lost 0-3,” Sharath told the
WTT media channel after his win. “From the
second set onwards, slowly, I found my right
momentum. There were alot of shots whichin

thefirst set,wasabit hesitant about. But, as the
game went on, | went for my shots and con-
tinued to put themindifficult places,” he said.
That Sharath could pull offa victory despite
the Slovenian dominating the first game,
shows why he has been the story of this tour-
nament, having entered the main draw after
going through the rigours of qualifying.
Sharath, ranked World No. 88, began his cam-
paign by beating Romania’s Andre Istrate then
Yuta Tanaka of Japan, and finally Slovenia’s
Deni Kozul to book his place in the main draw.
He then simply outplayed World No. 31
Nicolas Burgos 3-0 in the round of 64.

Race to the Olympics

There was not a lot left for the 41-year-old
to prove when it came to world rankings and
his focus would be more on events with the
Indian team, like the Commonwealth Games,
Asian Games, and other team championships.

It'sdifferent this time around though. India,
against all odds, qualified for the Paris Olymypics
asateamafterreaching the Round of 16 of the

Sharath Kamal’s entry into the Rd of 16
is his best performance ina WTT event.

World Championships in Busan last month.
That means that Sharath is close to achieving
his lifelong dream of playing the team event
at an Olympics. He has been India’s best pad-
dler for over two decades but over the latter
partof the past decade, he has been yanked off

his turf by the likes of G Sathiyan, Harmeet
Desai, and even the young Manav Thakkar

Only three players can make the team in
Paris - with one being areserve player — so, to
confirm his spotinIndia’s team or rather, avoid
any hiccups, Sharath knew that he would have
to improve his rankings by having a couple of
great runs at WTT before the cutoff in June.

He will pocket more than $10,000 as a re-
sult of reaching the pre-quarters, Sharath will
be even more thrilled with the 175 ranking
points added to his tally that should take him
close to the top-50in world rankings. If he wins
his next game, he could enter the top-35 in
world rankings.

Standing between him and a place in the
quarterfinal is World No. 22 Omar Assar of
Egypt. The 32-year-old reigning African Games
champion led his country to the quarterfinal
of the World TT Championships last year and
is a force to be reckoned with.

25-year-old coach

Sharathisrarely seenwithacoachatanin-

ternational WTT event and it was quite sur-
prising to see him with a 25-year-old coach in
Singapore — Anders Lind. The Danish 12-time
national champion competes at the interna-
tional level while also coaching. Lind isa close
friend of Sharath and the warm bond between
them was evident in the match against Jorgic.

Lind was quite animated on the bench,
passing on instructions to Sharath, who cele-
brated whenever their strategy seemed tobear
fruition. The only time Lind was nervous was
when Sharathwas up 10-6in the fourth game
and lost three points to make it 10-9 before
winning the match withalittle bitof luck. The
ball ricocheted off the edge of his racket and
somehow found its way onto the table.“We've
been friends for along time. And he also helped
me in the qualification matches earlier. He was
free today and he's pretty good,” said Sharath
about Lind.

“He’sboasting about his recordsasa coach;
that he's quite positive. He has won more
matches than he has lost. And it proved again
today.”
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