n after the Moscow terrorist attack, Russian
launch an air barrage against Ukraine,

luding a missile that briefly crossed into Polish
alrspace, while Kyiv’s forces strike two Russian
ships off the annexed Crimean peninsula, P 14

Phone-tapping:
LOCs against 2
former top cops

day after two additional

SPs were arrested for
theiralleged roles in surveil-
lance of CM A Revanth Red-
dy and other opposition lea-
ders during BRS govt, Hyde-
rabad police on Sunday issu-
ed look out circulars against
former SIB chief T Prabha-

IMES (CIRCULATED ONLY IN DELHI B

International Ash'nnnnncal Union wurlung group fur

planetary system nomenclature approves name ‘Shiv
Shakti’ for the moon landing site of Chandrayaan-3's
lander. The name was coined by PM Modi soon after

the historic touchdown in lunar south pole last Aug, P 6
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BRO reopens ZD]I La (pass} I:he main uhstatle in
Ladakh’s lifeline via Srinagar, for vehicular traffic
after 35 days of being under snow against

68 days last year — a record that reflects India’s
growing mountain road-building prowess, P 8

Kangana, Cal HC ex-judge, Sita

‘Soren, Jitin Prasada in BJP 5th list

Varun, Ashwini

111 NAMES FROM 17 STATES

- Choubey, Anant
Hegde Dropped

> Actor Kangana Ranaut fielded

ex-MLA and sister-in- =~
law of J'khand ex-CM

Hemant Soren, to @

contest from Dumka (ST)

from HP's Mandi, her
birthplace. Arun Gmﬁl\
ly ho played Ram in TV

al ‘Ramayan’, is BIP l
candidate frnm Meerut

kar Rao and ex-DCP Radha

Kishan in the case.P6 » UP minister Jitin Prasada

Akhilesh.Singh (Pilibhit) and Atul

@timesgroup.com

........................................ A ARkl oAl |
2women slip off Fbd | New pelni: with BIP basking who quit as Cal replace sitting MPs
latform, run over in the glory of fulfilling one of HC judge and Varun Gandhiand
p its oldest promises of building tJDIﬂEd BJP, V K Singh respectively.

Ram temple in Ayodhya, Arun
Govil, an actor who played
Lord Ram in popular serial
‘Ramayan’, is in thefifth list of
the party’s 111 Lok Sabha can-
didates announced Sunday,
Actor Kangana Ranaut, a
staunch advocate of Hindut-

: l 'wo women, aged 65 and

75, were crushed to death
by a goods train after they
slipped off a platform at Fa-
ridabad railway station Sa-
turday While the first lost
her balance and fell on the
tracks, her sister-in-law slip-

> Sita Soren, JMM from Sultanpur

OTHER PROMINENT CANDIDATES: Jagadish Shettar (Belagavi),
Dharmendra Pradhan (Sambalpur), Sambit Patra (Puri), Kiran
Reddy (Rajampet), R K Singh (Arrah), Giriraj Singh (Begusarai),
R S Prasad (Patna Sahib), Rajiv Pratap Rudy (Saran)

o fight from \ " Varun's mother Maneka
W Bengal's Tamluk j & Gandhi retained, to fight

Jindal gets ticket hrs
after quitting Cong

l yJP fielded Naveen Jindal,
Jchairman of Jindal Steel
and Power Ltd, from Kuruks-
hetra, hours after he switched
over to the saffron party from
Congress. The
shift of Jindal,
twice MP, is a
blow to Congre-
ssashe wasseen
to be close to Ra-
hul Gandhi. An
accused in three ‘Coalgate’ ca-
ges, Jindal said he wanted to
contribute to PM Modi’s “Vik-
git Bharat' dream. P10

va, has been named from Hi-
machal's Mandi, where she
takeson Congress state presi-

ped tryingtosave her. P2 er. Hehas beenreplaced by ex-
CM Hemant Soren’s sister-in-

law Sita Soren, who recently

Jitin Prasada, who repla-
ces Varun Gandhi from Pilib-
hit, joined BJP from Cong-

46 y'Eﬂﬁ on, Widﬂw dent and incumbent MP Pra-  shifted to the saffron camp. ress before the last assembly
3 - tibha Singh. In Jharkhand, Among 14 new faces in  polls in UP Apart from Var-
walts fﬂr I]E“Slﬂ“ BJP benched sitting MP Su- BJP list of 19 from Bengal is  un, another controversial le-

nil Soren after announcing
his name from Dumka earli-

Calcutta HC ex-judge Abhijit
Gangopadhvay (Tamluk).

IAF ex-chief Bhadauria in
BJP on day VK leaves fray

ader Anantkumar Hegde

( ]rlqsa high court has gi-
(six-time Uttara Kannada

_/venthe Kendrapadadis-
trict collector one month to
make arrangements for the
disbursal of family pension
to Hara Sahoo, a 91-vear-old
woman whose husband, a
school teacher, had died 46

MP)and Union minister Ash-
wini Choubey (Buxar) have
been dropped. BJP has fiel-
ded its Kerala unit president
K Surendra against Rahul
Gandhi in Wayanad.

»TMC defectors, P 16

7 of BSP’s 25 nominees are
Muslims; may hit Cong-SP

vearsago.P6 New Delhi: Former IAF chi- Lucknow: In a move that may "
........................................ ef Air Chief Marshal RKS Hﬂlﬂn:::il:::rﬁﬂ U BﬂﬂTS adversely affect the prospects jD(U) releases list
. Bhadauria joined BJP on a : of SP-Congress combine on se-
Dlﬁﬂﬂuﬂts on cars day former Army chief and gm E::?m veralminority-dominated wes- ﬂf 16! dmlﬁ 2 MPS
EEt tﬂ hE bal:k two-time Ghaziabad MP V K V K Singh (retd) tern UP seats, the Bahujan XKUYy dropped two sitting
Singh opted out of the Lok announces he won't 3 Samaj Party fielded seven Mus- MPs and picked a pair of
I ucrative discounts and Sabha contest. contest polls. Party names Atul lim candidatesoutof 25names  turncoats, both of whom joi-
.attractive offers are lik- Expressing gratitude to- Garg as its candidate from seat it announced on Sunday; nedthe party recently, inalist
elytogreet car customers in wards the BJP leadership, » Former IAF BSP released two lists Sun- of 16 Lok Sabha candidates
the new financial vear Bhadauria said his most fulfil- chief ACM RKS day Asmany as 22 of the 25na- announced on Sunday. P10
which may see muted ling years of service intheIAF Bhadauria (retd) mes declared are for western
growth and end of frequent were during the tenure of the joins BJP, says his UP seats. Oneof the key reasons . .
price hikes with shrinking BJP-led govt. Havingretired in most fulﬁiiing years for SP toforgea pei:cér W “JEICDIHE TN MP tI'IES tﬂ 'E‘I'Id |If'E
demand and inventories bu- 2021, he lauded the past 8-10 ve- P ress was to consolidate Muslim - -
ild-up atdealerships. P13 ars as a “golden period”, com- giiﬁ; lt[;E" IITrEthn% Igﬁ,‘;gﬁ votes. “But if aMuslim candida- ﬂﬂEl' dEﬂlﬂl {]f tIEkEt
mending the initiatives under- tefrom BSPisable totakeaway " 'N MP A Ganeshamoorthy

taken by the Modi administra-
tion to enhance self-reliance
and modernise the armed for-
ces. He highlighted that his
new role presented an oppor-

a fraction of the Muslim votes,
it'll dent chances of INDIA
bloc,” savsananalyst. Tun

tunity for him to contribute
to the nation's development
and progress. ™

HAPPY HOLI
Our office will be shut for Holi
on Manday, so0 there will be
no edition on Tuesday

»BJP govt best years, P 16 »Solanki from GB Nagar, P 11

of MDMEK was critical af-
ter attempting suicide Sunday;
triggering speculation he tri-
ed to end his life over being de-
nied a ticket from Erode. P10

. Phone charger
sparks fire,
. 4UP kids dead '

‘our children — Sarika

(10), Niharika (8), Sans-
kar (6) and Anshu (5)— suf-
fered severe burns and later
died after a bed in their ro-
om caught fire due to a
short-circuit caused by a
mobile charger in Meerut
on Saturday night. Parents
Babita and Johnny rushed
into the room to save their
children, who were asleep,
and sustained burn injuri-
esinthe process.P6

Pak: Considering
restoration of
India trade ties

yakistan's new govt may
resume trade ties with
India in deference to de-
mands of local businesses,
foreign minister Ishaq Dar
said at the end of his Euro-
pe visit, Reacting to Dar's
statement about ending the
nearly five-vear suspension
of trade in protest against
revoking of J&K's special
status, India believes Pakis-
tan must first reinstate its
high commissioner. P8

Vandalismin

E Delhi area over -

rape of 4-yr-old

yandav Nagar in East Del-

hi erupted Sunday follo-
wing the rape of a four-year-
old girl a day earlier. Police
arrested Appu (34), who alle-
gedly assaulted the girl — a
student of his brother — in
his house in Mandawali. Ho-
wever, rumours started swir-
ling on social media about
“police inaction”, and soon
livid locals shouted slogans
and vandalised cars. The girl
isat AIIMS and is stable. P4

INDIA'S LARGEST ENGLISH NEWSPAPER

Rajasthan Royals (RR) skipper Sanju Samson .«
equals Jos Buttler and Ajinkya Rahane for

most fifty-plus scores for the franchise as
he makes 82 n.o. off 52 balls and helps RR VEI
beat Lucknow Super Giants by 20 runs, P 15

Kejriwal’s ‘note’ to
~ Atishi from custody
triggers ED probe

CM Directed Me
. ToResolve City’s
- Water Issues: Min

TimEes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Even as opposi-
tion builds pressure on the
Delhi CM to resign, Aam
Aadmi Party signalled its
strategy of not appointing
anyvone else to the post, with
Arvind Kejriwal on Sunday
issuing his first “direction™
from Enforcement Directo-
rate’s custody.

In a “written note”, han-
ded over via his lawvyer to the
chief minister's office, Kejri-
wal directed minister Atishi,
whoholds the water portfolio,
toresolve water and sewer-re-
lated problems in some areas
of thecity, the party said.

Reacting to the move, ED
said it will probe the party's

Oppn to hold ‘mega
rally’ on March 31

{ pposition INDIA bloe will

organise a “mega rally”
at Ramlila Maidan on March
31toprotestagainstthe arrest
of CM Kejriwal. Addressing
journalists along with AAP,
Congress and Left functiona-
ries, Delhi minister Gopal
Rai said there was anger in
the country over the arrest
and PM Modi’s “misuse” of
central agencies. P2

claim as no stationery is allo-
wed for those in custody, Sour-
ces said Atishi will be ques-
tioned on the source of the
purported “order”, and who
brought it and delivered it to
her and when. Sources said
the agency will verify the cla-
imthrough CCTV footage.

pExchange barbs, P 2

Left candidates sweep
JNU student union polls

Shreya.Ghosh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Left coali-
tion again swept JNU Stu-
dent Union elections late on
Sunday, with its nomineesor
candidates supported by it
winning all four top posts
against the second-placed
ABVP after the elections
had seen a 73% turnout, the
highest inrecent years.
Dhananjay of AISA was
elected JNUSU president,
polling 922 votes more than
Umesh Chandra Ajmeera of
the RSS-affiliated ABVP
Dhananjay secured 2,598 vo-
tes as opposed to Ajmeera’s
1,676. As in the recent past,

THE WINNERS

> President: Left candidate
Dhananjay (AISA) wins, beats
ABVP’s Umesh Ajmeera

» Vice-president: Left's
Avijit Ghosh (SFI) defeats
ABVP's Deepika Sharma

> General secy: Left-backed
BAPSA's Priyanshi Arya beats
ABVP's Arjun Anand

> Joint secy: Md Sajid (SFI)
defeats ABVP's Govind Dangi

major Left parties had contes-
ted the polls together under
the banner of United Left.

p4th sweep in a row, P 3
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INDIA Bloc Plans Mega Rally On
March 31 To ‘Save Democracy’

Ramlila Maidan To Be Venue, AAP & Cong Share Stage To Announce Decision

Abhinav.Rajput@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Opposition
INDIA bloc will organise a
mega rally at Ramlila Mai-
dan on March 31 to protest
against the arrest of chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal by
Enforcement Directorate in
the excise policy case,

Delhi minister Gopal Rai
urged all spiritual, business
and political groups to join
the public meeting as a pro-
test against “oppression by
the ruling BJP" and to “safe-
guard the country”,

Raiwasaddressinga press
conference, along with mini-
sters Atishiand Saurabh Bha-
radwaj and Congress leaders
Arvinder Singh Lovely and
Subhash Chopra. This is the
second time that leaders of
both parties were seen sha-
ring the stage, the first being
while announcing the allian-
ce, CPM leader Rajiv Kunwar
was also present at the joint
briefing at Constitution Club.

Rai said there was anger
among people across the co-
untry over the way Kejriwal
was arrested, “Delhi CM has
been arrested by adopting dic-
tatorship and ending demo-
cracy in the country Every
person who loves and respects
the Constitution and demo-
cracy isangry One by one, Pri-
me Minister Narendra Modi
is misusing central agencies
tofile fake casesagainst every
opposition leader," he alleged.

Lovely claimed that demo-

Arvind Kejriwal | cMm

| have learnt that
there are significant
water and sewage issues
in some areas of Delhi.

| am concerned about

this. People should not
suffer because | am in jail.
Summer is approaching

Where there is a

shortage of water,
arrange for tankers in
adequate numbers. Give
appropriate orders to
officials, including chief
secretary, so that people
do not face any
inconvenience. If

cracy was in danger in the en- necessary, also seek the
tire country. “When such a big cooperation of LG. He will
attack is being launched on de- also definitely help

mocracy, Congress won't take

Atishi | AAP minister

| thought who else other
than CM Kejriwal would
be so concerned about Delhi's
people in such dire

circumstances... when he has been

arrested and does not even know
when he will be released from jail

Praveen Shankar Kapoor |
BJP spokesperson

Delhiites know it
well that such
melodramas will continue

till the Lok Sabha polls, but this will
not affect the mindset of people who
have already decided to vote for BJP.

People stand with development

represented by PM Narendra Modi
and reject the anarchic forces led by

Arvind Kejriwal

Gopal Rai | AAP leader

The way
Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal

has been arrested
has angered people

across the nation who love
and respect the Constitution

Arvinder Singh

president

danger.
Our leader

(Congress MP)
Rahul Gandhi is
fighting to save
democracy. We are

Photo: Anindya Chattopadhyay
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Lovely | Delhi Congress

Democracy is in

standing strong with the
partners of INDIA alliance

it lving down.” He said Cong-
ressstood firmwith all allies of
INDIA bloc “in the fight to save
the country's democracy with
strength”. He added: “This
subject of sorrow and concern
is not only for Congress, Aam
Aadmi Party or INDIA bloc,
but also for all Indians, There-
fore, I want to appeal, especial-
ly tothe youth of the country, to
join in this fight for democra-
cy” Lovely alleged that BJP-
led central governmentdidn’'t
even want to give the opposi-
tion a "level playing field" in
the elections and was not shy-
ing away from adopting any
means for that.

“You arrest elected chief
ministers like Hemant Soren
and Arvind Kejriwal just be-
fore the elections. What kind
of democracy do yvou want to
bring in the country? This de-
mocracy reminds us of Row-
latt Act, inwhichtherewasno
appeal, no lawyer, and no ar-
gument, Today, such an envi-
ronment has been created in
the country,” he said.

Hitting back, Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva
said, “If Kejriwal is innocent,
why didn't he get relief from
any courtearlierand whvishe
not getting bail after arrest?”

sachdeva said most parti-
es of the alliance, including
Congress, were troubled by
the investigations into scams
from before 2014 or duringthe-
ir state governments' tenures.
“For the past two yvears, Kejri-
wal hasalsobeenfacing inves-
tigation and is under custody
of the investigation agency,
which has shaken the entire

alliance,” he claimed.

AAP, BJP exchange barbs
after CM’s ‘note’ to Atishi

pContinued from P1

- contents of the CM's
J*note” to her. "I have
learned that there are signifi-
cant water and sewage issues
in some areas of Delhi. I am
concerned about this. People
should not suffer because [ am
injail. Summers areapproach-
ingaswell,"” Kejriwal wrote, as
perthe AAP minister,
Kejriwal, 55, was arrested
by ED on Thursday from his
official residence in connec-
tion with the Delhiexcise poli-
cycase. A courton Friday sent
the AAP national convenor to
the central agency’s custody
till March 28. This was Kejri-
wal's first “communication”
toa minister since then.
“Where there is a shortage
of water, arrange for tankers
in adequate numbers. Give ap-
propriate orders to officials,
including chief secretary, so
that people do not face any in-
convenience. The problems of
the people should beaddressed
immediately and properly”
the CM wrote, as claimed by
Atishi. “If necessary, also seek
the cooperation of the lieuten-
ant governor He will also defi-
nitely help,” he added.
Sharing the details of the
“note” at a press meet, Atishi
said she had tears in her eves
assheread the instructions. “1
thought who else other than
CM Kejriwal would be so con-
cerned about Delhi’s people in
such dire circumstances...
when hehasbeenarrested and
does not know when he will be
released from jail,"” she said.
“Without bothering about
his own troubles, he is think-
ing about the water and sew-
er-related problems of the
peopleof Delhi,” she added.
Atishi said, "l want to tell

l—j arlier, Atishi revealed the

AAP and Congress leaders at INDIA bloc press conference; AAP workers
hang a banner that read ‘Main Bhi Kejriwal’ from ITO foot overbridge

the BJP that you can arrest
Arvind Kejriwal, vou can put
him injail, but vou cannot im-
prison the love and respon-
sibility he has for the people
of Delhi. You cannot confine
his dedication towards the
people of Delhi.”

Hitting back, Delhi BJP
spokesperson Praveen Shan-
kar Kapoor said AAP leaders
were “masters of gimmick”
and Kejriwal's letter to Atishi
was “nothing but a melodra-
maticeffort tobe in news”.

The “letter” has intrigued
ED officials. Kejriwal’s per-
sonal assistant Bibhav Ku-

mar, who 1s already being
probed foralleged destruction
of evidence, including multi-
ple handsets related to the al-
leged liguor scam, is also be-
ing questioned about the “or-
der” issued on behalf of the
office of the chief minister
when Kejriwal is in custody.
Sources said the ED probe
would also cover the possibil-
ity of the “order” being taken
out through one of Kejriwal's
lawyers and his wife Sunita
Kejriwal, who have met him
In custody.
With inputsfrom
Abhinav Rajput

‘Kejriwal won't resign, AAP AAP: Why is BJP silent on its ties BJP, AAP carry out protests

will take orders from prison’

with Aurobindo Pharma’s Reddy? across capital, burn effigies

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: AAP legislators, council-
lors and office-bearers assembled on
sunday to chalk out the future course
for the party during which it was deci-
ded that the party will hold a ‘Main Bhi
Kejriwal’ campaign.

The party scheduled its first mee-
ting following the arrest of Kejriwal
led by party’s organisational general
secretary Sandeep Pathak, who said;
“It was decided that CM Kejriwal will
not resign from the post, and mini-
sters, MLAs and the party will conti-
nue to take his orders fromjail.”

He said: “Like Kansa knew his end
will be in the hands of Krishna, Rava-
na knew that his end would come at the
hands of Shri Ram, PM Modi also has
this much understanding that his end
will be brought by Kejriwal, which is
why he started conspiring against him
from the beginning.”

He said the next step of BJP's cons-
piracy is to seek Kejriwal’s resigna-
tion and after that break the party. “To
arrest Kejriwal was in their hands, se-
eking help of ED and CBEI but now it is
our job to counter that.”

He asked party members whether

they felt that the arrest ordered by Mo-
di was correct, should Kejriwal resign
from the postof chief minister? Those
present at the meeting said:; “Sarkar
chalegijail se.”

Pathak said; “On behalf of all vo-
lunteers, Irequest Arvind Kejriwal not
toresign. The govt will run from jail.”

Pathak said: “Earlier, we used to get
orders from Civil Lines, now we will
et orders from jail, and follow them.”

He urged party leaders to organise
zonal level meetings with MLASs and
councillors to target 10 people from
each boothtoensure they reach Ramli-
la Maidan on March 31.

Pathak said: “The Main Bhi Kejri-
wal campaign will start soon under
which stickers will be pasted outside
houses and on auto-rickshaws and ho-
ardings. Those attending the rallv sho-
uld come with stickers of Main Bhi
Kejriwal pasted on theirvehicles.”

Delhi BJP spokesperson Praveen
Shankar Kapoor said the meeting of
party’'s elected representatives was a
farce and Pathak's statement is politi-
cal rhetoric being played to keep party
intact. “To the best of my knowledge,
noteven half the partyv's MLAs and co-
uncillors turned up for the meeting.”

Tinmes News NETWORK

BHARADWAJ SAYS
New Delhi: AAP on Sunday = = .
questioned BJP's “silence” Tm"m ?“ ?Inhjgahn"
over its “relationship”™ with 1 Sy CNeNES )
Sarath Chandra Reddy, whose  THis is established on
companies allegedly donated ECI website thﬂt_ﬂ“’
Rs60croretothesaffronparty ~ recovered donations
through electoral bonds. Red- amounting to 760 crore
dy of Aurobindo Pharma was from the prime
arrested by the central agency accused in the alleged
last Nov in connection with Delhi excise scam

the excise policy case.

There was no immediate
reaction to the allegations
from Delhi BJP.

Addressing the media, se-
nior AAP leader and Delhi ca-
binet minister, Saurabh Bha-
radwaj, said: “Yesterday, we
told evervone through the me-
dia how BJP secretly recove-
red donations amounting to
around Rs 60 crore in the na-
me of electoral bonds.”

Headded: “Thisisnotanal-
legation of AAP against BJE
We have shown concrete proof.
This is established on the web-
site of Election Commission
of Indiathat BJP recovered do-

nations amounting to Rs &0
crore from the prime accused
in the alleged Delhi excise
scam, Sarath Chandra Reddy
who was alsotitled as its ‘King-
pin’, after hisarrest,” he said.

Bharadwaj asked three
questions of BJP at the press
conference.

“The first question 1s how
does BJP know Sarath
Chandra Reddy? What is the
relationship between them?
How does BJP know the pri-
me accused under PMLA?
Which BJP leaders met him?
When and where did they me-

et? What did they discuss be-
fore the transactions?”

Thesenior AAP leader furt-
her said that electoral bonds
were not donated In vacuum.
Electoral bonds couldn't be
transferred directly to the ac-
counts, but these were given
physically to the party, he said.

“Itisnot that someone pla-
ced a bond of Rs 60 crore at
their door, and BJP opened its
office inthe morning and sud-
denly saw °‘Oh, there is a
bond!". The accused must ha-
vegiven the bonds to someone
inperson, whether aminister
orany chairperson,” he said.

Bharadwaj said: “The se-
cond question is that why did
BJP receive donations amo-
unting to Rs 60 crore from Sa-
rath Chandra Reddy through
hiscompanies?”

Headded, “The third ques-
tion: Why did BJP hide all the-
se transactions from everyo-
ne? Why did BJP not disclose
these facts to ED, CBI and the
citizens of India, if it'snot gu-
ilty?"

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Senior functionaries and
party workers from both AAP and
BJP carried out protest marches and
indulged in effigy burning on Sunday.
Minister Atishi participated in a
candle march in Govindpuri where
effigies of BJP leaders were set on fi-
re. INDIA Bloc candidate and MLA
from East Delhi, Kuldeep Kumar, par-
ticipated in a march at Ambedkar
Park in Kondli. MLA Sanjeev Jha to-
ok part in a similar protest in Burari.
Atishisaid: “Never in the history of
the country has the national convenor
of a national partv been arrested just
after the announcement of the elec-
tions. Its bank accounts have been fro-
zen, For two days, roads leading to the
office of AAP have been barricaded.
All this is an attempt to stop opposition
parties from contesting elections.”
Atishi claimed that “even after
two yvears of probe and hundreds of
raids and deployment of thousands
of officers, the investigating agencies
haven't found a single penny of cor-
ruption from AAP. On the other hand,
BJPreceivedadonation of Ks60crore
from a liquor businessman and the

party issilenton this”.

Mayvor Shelly Oberoi and minister
Rajkumar Anand, along with AAP
workers, also took out a candle march
in West Patel Nagar. Earlier intheday;
AAP workers demonstrated on ITO
foot overbridge. The protesters, who
hung a banner that read “Main Bhi
Kejriwal” from the bridge, were re-
moved from the spot by Dethi Police.

BJP workers, too, burnt effigies of
Arvind Kejriwal across the city,

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva led the protests at Con-
naught Place, while leader of opposi-
tion in Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri was seen at Mahipalpur and
MP Manoj Tiwari at Nathupura.

Bidhuri, who is BJP's candidate
from South Delhi, alleged: “Kejriwal is
now being recognised as an evil. The-
refore, this time it was decided to burn
the evil of corruption on Holi.” He ad-
ded: “Kejriwal is unsuccessfully play-
ing the sympathy card by putting for-
ward his wife and family members, but
the public has understood the reality.™

Headded that while the CM had be-
en arrested in the excise policy case,
Investigations were on into alleged
DJB scam and several other cases.

Mercury likely
to rise further
from today

Tines NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A day after expe-
riencing the warmest day of
the yvear so far, some areas in
the city saw traces of rain or
drizzle on Sunday, which cou-
pled with strong winds bro-
ught much-needed respite.

The maximum temperatu-
re on Sunday dropped by over
three degrees Celsius. At the
citv's base station, Safdar-
jung, the maximum tempera-
ture was 29.8 degrees Celsius,
two notches below normal,
compared to 34.1 degrees Cel-
sius aday earlier.

The minimum temperatu-
re was 16.9 degrees Celsius,
the season’s normal, compa-
red to 16.2 degrees Celsius a
day earlier. Lodhi Road and
Ridge saw trace rain.

According to the weather
department., temperatures
will begin torise on Monday.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperature on Monday
will hover around 32 and 16
degrees Celsius, respectively,
By March 28, the maximum
temperature may spike to 36
degrees Celsius. There mayv
be respite again on March 29,

Meanwhile, the airquality
improved tothe ‘moderate’ ca-
tegory on Sunday The AQL on
ascaleof 0to500, was194, aga-
inst 232 a day earlier.

Safety derailed: Deaths while boarding trains surge 2 elderly women slip off
platform at Fbd station,

crushed by goods train

Abhay@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Data hasshowna
steep rise in deaths and inju-
ries to passengers attemp-
ting to board trains at vario-
usstationsacrossthecitylast
vear when compared to 2022,

Data shared by Railway
Protection Force (RPF) sho-
wed that in 2023, 12 people di-
ed and 40 were injured while
attempting to board trains at
stations. This is higher than
2022, when there was just 1de-
ath and there were6 injuries,

New Delhi Railway Sta-
tion saw the highest fatalities
at eight. Anand Vihar Termi-
nal, Adarsh Nagar, Old Delhi
and Tughlakabad eachrepor-
ted one death last vear.

New Delhi Railway Sta-
tion also recorded the most
injuries at 29,

Shakur Basti followed
with three, Delhi Kishanganj
and Old Delhi each saw two
injuries. Delhi Cantonment,
Adarsh Nagar, Hazrat Niza-
muddin and Delhi Shahdara
Junction reported one injury
each in 2023.

An RPF official said there
were multiple reasons be-
hind the accidents, including
passengersreaching stations
late and hurriedly tryving to
board running trains.

"Passengers who exited
trains to buy items from plat-
formstallsfell whiletrying to
re-board as the trains depar-
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ted,” the officer said.

Boarding the wrong train
and then attempting to alight
while it's moving is another

cause forthese accidents.

disembar-
king from trains to fill water
bottles at platforms taps and

Passengers

then "rushing to board the

moving trains” also suffer in-

juries, the officer added.
Privanka Sharma, senior

divisional security commis-
sioner of RPE said they have
taken various steps to curb
the cases. "We are raising
AWareness among passeng-
ers through station announ-
cements, loudspeakers, and
railway display networks,”
she said. "Additionally, we ta-
ke action against trespassers
under Section 147 of the Rail-
way Act and collaborate with
relevant agencies to curb
such incidents.”

The data also highlights
RPI's role in preventing ac-
cidents. In both 2022 and
2023, RPF personnel interve-
ned to save eight and nine
passengers, respectively,
who had slipped while trying
to board trains.

"RPF personnel also pat-
rol railway stations during
departures. They've success-
fully rescued passengers
from injuries or potential de-
ath in several instances,"” the
officer said.

In a recent incident on
platform 8 of New Delhi Rail-
way Station (March 7), an
alert RPF head constable,
Mahipal, saved a 61-yvear-old
man. The resident of Gujarat
told RPF he had gotten oft the
train to buy food and water
from a stall when it started
moving. Noticing the man
fall, Mahipal swiftly pulled
him back on to the platform,
preventing severe injury. He
suffered minor injuries.

Mahesh.BuddiZtimesgroup.com

Gurgaon: Two elderly wom-
en — aged 75 and 60 years —
were crushed to death by a
goods train after they slipped
off the edge of a platform and
landed on the tracks at Fari-
dabad railway station on Sat-
urday morning.

While Ramkali (65) lost
her balance and fell on the
tracks, her sister-in-law Mur-
thiDevislipped trying to hold
her hand, officers in govt rail-
way police (GRP)said.

The two women — one
from Jind and another from
Panipat-hadcome toattend a
family function in Faridabad
on Friday. On Saturday morn-
ing, they were waiting on plat-
formno2tocatch GitaJayanti
Express back home. Murthi
Devi's brother Shavmlal — a
retired postmaster — was ac-
companying them.

The train, scheduled for
7.30am, was running 30 min-
utes late. Ramkali, who was
anyway standing too close to
the platform’sedge to avoid the
crowd, peered out when she
heard an engine approaching.

“Shedidn't realise she had
moved too close to the edge.
Ramkali lost her balance and

fell off the platform. As she
fell, Murthi Devi tried reac-
hing out to her, but she slipped
too. Before they could get up
and move away, a goods train
crushed them down,” said
Vishwas Gehlot, GRP sub-in-
spector at Faridabad station.
“The platform was crowd-
ed at that time. Ramkali was
standing near the edge to

While Ramkali lost her
balance and fell on the
tracks, her sister-in-law
Murthi Devi slipped
trying to hold her hand,
officers said

avold the crowd. She was any-
way anxious as the train was
running late,” he added.

A GRP team rushed to the
spot to tackle the crowd and
prevent another untoward in-
cident. The mangled remains
wereremoved from thetracks.

“The bodies were sent for
an autopsy. They were hand-
ed over to their families on
Saturday,” the SIsaid.

Shyvamlal lodged a com-
plaint, following which a gen-
eral diary entry was made un-
der Section 174 of CrPC.
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NDMC plans
revamp of
footpaths In
Lutyen’s Delhi

Vibha.Sharma
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: New Delhi Muni-
cipal Council (NDMC) is plan-
ning to reconstruct time-
worn footpaths in Lutvens’
Delhi. The council is conduc-
ting adetailed survey of areas
to identify and finalise a list
of such locations.

“While the work for im-
provement of dilapidated fo-
otpaths is a continuous pro-
cess, NDMC now intends todo
a comprehensive reconstruc-
tion of all damaged footpaths
in its area. The task will be ta-
ken up in a phased manner,
wherein contemporary de-
sign, technology, ete, will be
used. We aim to introduce im-
proved materials like perme-
able blocks which can enhan-
ce ground recharge in the fu-
ture,” said New Delhi Munici-
pal Council vice-chairman
Satish Upadhyay.

The project was approved
in the budget for financial ve-
ar 2024-25. Fund allocations
would also be made to imple-
ment the task.

“0On priority, the commit-
tee formed to do assessment
on the ground will propose ta-
king upfootpaths not reconst-
ructed or repaired for the last
10-15 years. All these footpaths
will be constructed as per gui-
delines and in a uniform pat-
tern. Eventually footpaths on
other stretches will be taken
upin the coming financial ve-
ars,” said an official.

Besides their uniform de-
sign, the council will ensure
that the footpaths are made
hindrance-free during their
revamp.

“As per the court's direc-
tion, we will remove any en-
croachment, signage and
even electricity poles, etc, fo-
und to be installed in the
middle of the footpath to
make sure pedestrians can
walk conveniently. These
will have signsto guide, lights
and other facilities,” said the
official.

The vice-chairman added
that suggestions will be given
tomalke designs for footpaths,
central verge and side berms
on NDMC roads — especially
thoseclose to India Gate(such
as Connaught Place area) —
similar to Kartvvapath, and
use thesame stone if possible.
“This will give auniform look
toamajority of the areas,” sa-
id the vice chairman.

REPORT CARD

JNUSU CENTRAL PANEL
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Fourth sweep
in a row for

Left at JNU

p» Continued from P1

secutive time since

2017 that the Left (or
candidates backed by it)
swept all four central panel
posts of the student body,
where elections were held
for thefirst time since 2019,

For the vice president’s
position, Avijit Ghosh from
SFI triumphed with 2,409
votes, beating ABVP’s Dee-
pika Sharma, who got 927
votes. Privanshi Arya, a
BAPSA candidate support-
ed by United Left after its
own candidate was disqual-
ified hours before the vot-
ing, clinched the general
secretary's post with 2,887
votes. Md Sajid (AISF) was
elected joint secretary by a
margin of 508 votes. Sajid
polled 2574 votes, ahead of
ABVP's Govind Dangi
(2,066).

The resulis were greet-
ed with chants of ‘Lal sa-
lam’ in the Left camp as stu-
dents celebrated an early
Holi with faces smeared in
pink and red. Swati Singh,
the Left's nominee for gen-
eral secretary’s post, sat on
a hunger sirike for over 32
hours claiming that her
candidacy was revoked just
hours before the elections.

F_l_fhis is the fourth con-

Kamla Market To Get 31.2cr Makeover

Tower At Entrance, Common Area, Parking To Be Improved In Phased Manner

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) has
prepared a plan for revamp
of Kamla Market in north
Delhi and allocated a budget
of Rs 1.2 crore for repairing
the boundary wall, facade
and clock tower:

The market's aesthetics,
including signage, footpaths
and overall layout, will be im-
proved using white marble
and the complex given a uni-
form look. The facade of the
market will be developed
along the lines of Connaught
Place, said an official.

“The first phase of tender
has already been invited for
the project, which will inclu-
de beautification, upliftment
and renovation of the mar-
ket. The tower installed at
the entrance of the market,

HOW THE REVAMPED MARKET MAY LOOK LIKE

the commonareaand the par-
king facility will be impro-
ved in a phased manner,” sa-
id the official.

“After the redevelop-

ment, it will be ensured that
ne encroachment happens
in the corridorand it is kept
neat and clean. Also. signa-
ge of shops will be of uni-

Youth chases and stabs 22-yr-old
woman in northwest Delhi, held

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A woman was
chased and stabbed by a 22-ve-
ar-old man in northwest Del-
hi's Mukherjee Nagar lea-
ving her with injuries.

The incident took place on
Friday Police have arrested the
suspect, who was identified as
Aman. The girl was saved due
to timely intervention of two
passers-by CCTV footage of
the incident surfaced on social
media on Sunday morning,
sparking outrage. While police
are still probing the reason be-
hind the incident, they suspect
that the accused wanted to av-
engean insult. Astalkingangle
is also under investigation.

According to police, some
students in Mukherjee Nagar
used to make fun of the per-
petrator and called him "era-
zy" as he used to keep wande-
ring intheareaaimlessly.

Theaccused told police that
she also made fun of him,

VIOLENT STREAK
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JAN | A 19-year-old
woman stabbed
multiple times, her
face smashed in
Mayur Vihar. Police
arrested her male

friend

JAN | Man stabs
woman 50 times
in Shakurbasti
for rejecting
proposal of live-in
relationship

DEC | An 18-year-old boy
murders a 21-year-old girl by
stabbing her 50 stabs after
online date goes wrong

OCT | A 23-year-old woman

FRIDAY'S ATTACK CAUGHT ON CAM
stabbed by stalker in Lado Sarai

SEPT | A 32-year-old woman
stabbed to death

MAY | A 20-year-old man
stabs minor girl over 20
times, smashes head with
stone in Shahbad Dairy

which prompted him topick up
a knifefromanearby vegetable
vendorandattackherinafitof

rage. The woman who was at-
tacked used to come to area to
study in a library there. The

stabbing happened after an al-
tercation between the woman
and Aman, when she stepped
out of the library to buy food.
In the CCTYV footage, the man
can be seen running towards
the woman and pushing her
down to the ground, after
which he stabbed her4-5times.

The woman did not receive
grievous injuries as passers-
by were quick tostopthe man.

DCP (northwest) Jitendra
Kumar Meena said that preli-
minarily charges under sec-
tion 324 of the IPC have been
invoked for causing hurt by
using dangerous weapons.

Police stated that the ac-
cused was earlier also alle-
gedly involved inteasing inci-
dents. The victim, who lost
her father earlier, was prepa-
ring for competitive exami-
nations. Theaccused isstated
tobe a graduate, residing in
Maurice Nagar, and is alle-
cefdly suffering from mental
health issues.

How’s the I'T health? Not good, sir, as
61% have high cholesterol, says study

Anuja.Jaiswal@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: About 77% of the
o6.000 I'T sector corporate
emplovees intheage groupof
25-40 years suffers from de-
ranged values in several he-
alth parameters and 61% ha-
ve high cholesterol, a clinical
study conducted by HCL He-
althecare has revealed.

The study was conducted
on people working in the sec-
tor who underwent health
checlks and doctors’ consulta-
tionsat itsonsite clinics.

The objective of this study
was to underline the growing
need for preventive care in the
corporate spectrum of India.
The clinical parameters studi-
ed included 8 key health condi-
tions-obesity prediabetes, dia-
betes, prehypertension, hyper-
tension, anaemia, hypothyroi-
dism and high cholesterol.

The study has revealed
that high cholesterol (61%)
tops the chart with nearly two-

The study was conducted
on people working in the
sector who underwent
health checks and
doctors’ consultations at
its onsite clinics

thirds of corporate individu-
als showing deranged values.

It is followed by obesity
{(around 22%), prediabetes
(17% ), hypothyroidism and
anaemia (11% each), diabetes
(7%), and then other health
problems. The same indivi-
dual can have more than one
abnormal health condition.

It was also observed that
nearly 44% of the vounger po-
pulation below 25 yearsof age
also suffered from deranged
cholesterol followed by anae-
mia (14% ), obesity (13%), hy-
pothyroidism (8%), and pre-
diabetes(7%).

These chronic health eondi-
tions appear to be growing at a

rapid pace and with a higher
prevalence among those with
advancing age. “We see a consi-
derable rise in the prevalence
of these health conditions in
the above-4) age group, with
high cholesterol, obesity, pre-di-
abetes, and diabetes topping the
list,” quality data analvsts said.
Only 23% of theseemploy-
ees had their health parame-
ters within range. About 37%
of the individuals who were
studied had a single chronic
health condition while 26%
suffered from two conditions
followed by 11% having three
(comorbidities).
Doctorssaid that the above
parameters make up a cons-
tellation of common lifestyle
problems and noncommuni-
cable diseases which mean

that these conditions mayv ha-

ve a common underlying cau-
se and can co-exist in an indi-
vidual. This is clinically cal-
led metabolic syndrome and
requires timely intervention.

Shikhar Malhotra, vice-
chairman and CEO of HCL
Healthecare, said: “The data
clearly shows the incidence
of diseases and health ab-
normalities starting at a
much younger age. The he-
alth issues that used to begin
in the 40s have now shifted
base to early 30s. Some fluc-
tuations in health and vitali-
ty are normal, attributed to
hormonal and metabolic
shifts but what is concerning
is the amplified stress and 1i-
festyle-induced ailments
that are becoming synony-
mous with such health issu-
es now seen in the 30s."

He added that emplovers
needto giveaccesstobasiche-
alth check-ups because early
intervention in these condi-
tions can help people control
symptoms and find timely
treatments. “Today, we suffer
not just from health pro-
blems, but we suffer from a
lack of awareness,” he said.

The market’s aesthetics,
including signage, footpaths
and overall layout, will

be improved using white
marble and the complex
given a uniform look

form size and the facade
acrossthemarketwill havea
uniform colour. The idea is
to give a uniform look to the
centrally located market,”
said the official.

Sites will also be identifi-
ed for proper loading and un-
loading of goods.

The plan for the project
was earlier prepared by the
architecture department of
MCD. Thecivic body has kept
a budget of Rs 10 lakh for re-
pair, painting and beautifica-
tion of the clock tower, Rs 20
lakh for repair of the boun-

dary wall and Rs 90 lakh for
the facade repair.

Kamla Market is situated
next to Ajmeri Gate and ca-
me up in 1951. At the market,
shops were allotted to the re-
fugees who came from Pakis-
tan during the Partition and
the place was aimed at provi-
ding livelihood to the parti-
tion refugees. The market
was inaugurated by the first
president of India Dr Rajend-
ra Prasad and it was named
after the then Prime Mini-
ster Jawaharlal Nehru's de-
ceased wife.

After its establishment,
the place hecame a hub for
air coolers and later turned
intoabaseforthecityv’'sgoods
transporters. However, be-
cause of lack of maintenan-
ce and encroachment, com-
muters find it challenging to
walk in the market.

Law student jumps to
death into drain, blames
‘sextortion call’ in note

Tinmes News NETWORK

Noida: A 25-year-old law stu-
dent, who was allegedly be-
ing extorted by a gang that
threatened to circulate his
images and videos online,
15 believed to have jumped
to his death into a drain in
Greater Noida's Sector Be-
ta-2 on Saturday:.

The body of the man, a
first-vear student who wor-
ked part-time with a private
firm, was found 2km from
his house in Beta-2.

SHO of Beta-2 police sta-
tion Munendra Singh said
the student was reported
missing by his family aro-
und 1pm on Saturday,

“The family told police
that he was not at home
when thevy woke up on Satur-
day morning. They thought
he had goneoutand would be
back soon. They called him
but he didn't take any calls.
Later, they found his mobile
phone in his room,” the SHO
said on Sunday.

The family also found a
“suicide note”, the SHO sa-
id, in which the 25-yvear-old
wrote that some people were

threatening to circulate ex-
plicit photos and videos of
him inavideo call.

singhsaid copsdon’tknow
how much amount the cyber
frauds may have been trying
to extort from the student.

“Hereceived a WhatsApp
video call from an unknown
number on Friday night. Ini-
tial police investigation
shows that he left his house
around 4.30am on Saturday
without informing anyone
else,” Singh said.

After the missing person
complaint, police formed two
teams to trace the student.

“Around Spmon Saturday,
we got news that a voungs-
ter's body was recovered
fromadrain2km from his ho-
use. Police called his family,
and they identified his body
It was sent for a postmortem
examination and reports are
awaited,” the SHO said.

Policedid notreceive any
complaint from the family
till Sunday evening.

“We will seize the decea-
sed's mobile phone and lap-
top for investigation into
the sextortion allegation,”
Singh said.

Let sweetness flow
into the Festival of Colours
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NGT seeks larger,
accurate data on

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: The National Gre-
en Tribunal (NGT) has asked
Delhi govt to submit a report
onthedemarcationof Yamuna
floodplains based on floods
that occur once in 100 vears.
This will identify a much lar-
ger and more accurate area
compared to govt’'s previous
practiceof using data of floods
that can occur once in 25 years.

The tribunal bench headed
by chairperson Justice Pra-
kash Shrivastava pointed out
that this will place on record
the river's deepest flow into
land. It has also asked the go-
vernment to submit the stan-
dard operating procedure
(SOP) followed by the NGT-
constituted joint committee to
do the demareations.

The NGT has asked govt to
submit a fresh report in three
weeks.

Prof Shashank Shelkhar
from Delhi University's depart-
ment of geology said, “The pro-
bable flood which in all likeliho-
od will come once in 100 years is
a mega event. It's the right way
of demarcating any floodplain
because this includes a larger
area. Largerfloods lead to the in-
undation of abiggerarea. It will
be genuine. That is the norm for
defining floodplains. A flood
that occurs once in 25 vears
might not be that bigof aflood.”

The order dated March 21
came after the tribunal in Oct
2023 took suo motu cognizance
of the TOI report “Why Floo-
ding Has Forced DDA's Master
Plan Rethink”.

The NGT, thus, formed a jo-
int committee headed by Delhi

Yamuna floodplain

chief secretary to identify, de-
marcate and notify the flood-
plains of the Yamuna as per
the River Ganga (Rejuvena-
tion, Protection and Manage-
ment) Authorities Order, 2016.
It said that delineation of the
Yamuna was required to pre-
vent illegal developments in
the floodplains. The commit-
tee had sought 12 weeks' timeto
submit the report.

NGT said it had clearly defi-
ned ‘floodplain’ to be “an area
of the river Ganga or its tribu-
taries which comes under wa-
teron eitherside of itduetoflo-
ods corresponding to its grea-
test flow or with aflood of frequ-
ency once-in-hundred years.”

On March 19, Delhi govt's
environment department in-
formed the tribunal that the
process of demarcation was
nearing completion. However,
referring to Delhi govt's latest
report, the tribunal sought mo-
re clarity

“Nothing has been placed
onrecord toshow what criteria
or SOP (Standard Operating
Procedure) has been adopted
for demarcation of floodplain
or the contour intervals taken
for demarcation of floodplain
or the contour mapping which
isdoneforthat purpose, There-
fore, prima facie it appears
that no effective step till now
has been taken for demarca-
tion of the floodplain of river
Yamuna for the stretch concer-
ned, though an earlier order of
the tribunal was passed in
2015," said the order, giving
both Delhi govt and the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) three weeks to file a
fresh action taken report.

Car of senior BJP leader's wife stolen in south Delhi

New Delhi: An 5UV belonging to a senior BIP leader's wife was stolen
from a service centre in south Delhi, Police are trying to locate the car.
The politician's driver had taken the SUV, a Fortuner, for service and left
to have lunch. When he returned, he found the car missing and alerted
the police. The incident took place on March 19. Police have filed an FIR,
they said. The car was spotted going towards Gurgaon in the CCTV. tun
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Free HPV vaccine given to 135 survivors of sexual abuse

New Delhi: In a first-of-its-kind initiative in the country, a free HPV vaccination camp was orga-
nised in Okhla Phase-II for minor survivors of sexual abuse and girls from economically weaker
families. Around 135 girls, aged 9-14 years, were vaccinated in the camp organised by India Child
Protection Fund(ICPF), Dr BR Ambedkar Institute-Rotary Cancer Hospital (AITMS), and Rotary
Club, Delhi. ICPF took the initiative wherein a team of doctors, comprising Dr Sujata Pathak and
DrPrateek, administered the vaccines under the supervision of DrPallavi Shukla, assistant pro-
fessor, preventive oncology, Dr BE Ambedkar Institute-Rotary Cancer Hospital.
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| In Grief |

Vijaya Lakshmi Bhatnagar (Wife)
Anukool & Sangeeta Bhatnagar (Son and Daughter-in-Law)
Suruchi & Madhav Lal (Daughter & Son-in-Law)
Anamika & Shri Manoj K. Akhouri (Daughter & Son-in-Law)

Astha, Ishan, Lavanya & Dinesh, Saumya A
M: 7814300700, 9811077335, 9818264608 1

Prayer Meeting k

WITH PROFOUND SORROW
WE ANNOUNCE THE SAD DEMISE OF

Shri Ashok Bhatnagar

Former Chairman, Railway Board
on 23" March, 2024 at Delhi

Prayer Meeting
will be held at Railway Officers’ Club
Sardar Patel Marg, Chanakayapuri, New Delhi
from 5 - 6 P.M. on 26.03.2024
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4-yr-old raped in
east Delhi, mob
vandalises cars

Tinves News NeTwoRk

New Delhi: There was an
uproar ineast Delhi's Pandav
Nagar area after a four-yvear-
old girl was allegedly raped
by a 34-vear-old man in his
house in Mandawali.

Police arrested the su-
spect after being alerted abo-
ut the incident on Saturday.

However, ruamours on
WhatsApp and in locality abo-
ut police "inaction” led a mob
to create ruckus on Sunday.
DCP East Apoorva Guptasaid:
“Rumours were spread that
the girl's health was critical
but this isn't true, her condi-
tion is normal. All legal proce-
edings are going on, medical
(test) has been done and she is
speaking well to the counsel-
lor. Lappeal to the people to not
fall for false information.”

Outraged local people
vandalised cars and shouted
slogans. Police have control-
led the situation and increa-
zed deployment.

The survivor wastakento
Lal Bahadur Shastri Hospi-
tal from where she was refer-
red to AIIMS for treatment.
She is safe, police said.

Additional CP (eastern
range)Sagar Singh Kalsisaid
that police got a complaint at
Mandawali police station on
Saturday "We registered a ca-
se and the man was arrested.
A rumour was spread that no
action was being taken, so pe-
ople gathered. There was so-
me vandalism. Police rea-
ched the spot and the situa-
tion is peaceful." he added.

Thesuspect is the brother
of the girl's tutor. The girl

used to go for tuition to the te-
acher’'s house. On Saturday,
the tutor was not at home and
sheran into his brother.

"The accused raped the
girl on the pretext of tea-
ching and threatened her
with consequences if she re-
vealed the incident to anvbo-
dy," an officer said.

The girl went home cry-
ing and told her parents, who
inturnapproached police,

A case under sections of
rape under [PC, besides POC-
S0 (Protection Of Children
From Sexual Offences) Act
was registered against the
suspect. A team tracked him
down on the basis of his mo-
bile location. He was produ-
ced in court and sent to judi-
cial custody:

Minister Atishi wrote to
LG VK Saxena asking for
strictaction in the case,

“Article 23%9AA.. gives
vou the responsibility for Po-
lice and Public Order. Kindly
ensure that swift and strong-
est possible action is taken,”
she wrote.

“The victim has got medi-
cal assistance at AIIMS and
is recuperating.... Her coun-
selling is being done and cri-
minal psychologists are at-
tending to her. Experienced
investigators are working on
the case,” a senior cop said

"Requests shall be made
for appointing a special pro-
secutor to present a robust
case before the trial court
and Delhi High Court shall
be requested on the admini-
strative side to assign the ca-
se to a fast-track court,” a se-

Youngsters in a colourful mood on Holi's eve on Sunday. Delhi Traffic Police has increased surveillance
across the city and set up checkpoints for the smooth flow of vehicles on Holi. In the New Delhi range,
traffic police have deployed around 400 police personnel at 61 traffic points. Around 40 joint pickets
have been set up with local police for the festival. Earlier on Saturday, traffic police issued an advisory
on arrangements to check incidents of drunk driving, speeding and other violations

Jatin Kumar

HC: Calling hubby impotent in
front of others mental cruelty

Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: To openly humiliate and call a
husband impotent in front of others is mental
cruelty, Delhi High Court underlined while
granting divorce to a man and setting aside a
trial court order denying him relief.

“We conclude that to be openly humiliated
and called impotent by his wife in front of
others and for the respondent to discuss their
sexual life in the presence of family members
can only be termed an act of humiliation cau-
sing mental cruelty to the appellant,” a bench
of justices Suresh Kait and Neena Bansal

Unfortunately, despite having undergone
IVF ontwooccasions, the couple wasunable to
have a child, due to which matrimonial diffe-
rences started surfacing in their lives,

The husband alleged that his wife insulted
him in front of her parents, sisters, and other
family members by calling him impotent, wit-
hout there being any basis or foundation.

“The appellant has claimed that false alle-
gations of impotency were leveled against
him time and again by the respondent even
though he was perfectly fit and capable of es-
tablishing a physical relationship for mutual
co-habitation,” the court noted.

nior officer said.

Krishnanoted in arecent verdict.
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22" June, 1946 - 24™ March, 2024

With profound grniet and sorrow, we mtorm the sad demise of
Manju Rajpal. wife of Ramesh Rajpal, beloved mother & adored grandmother.

Cremation Venue: Lodh Crematorium

Date: 25™ March. 2024
Time: 4pm

Grief stricken, Ramesh Rajpal (Husband)
Rohit Rajpal (Son), Rahul Rajpal (Son), Rohan & Namrata Rajpal (Son and Daughter-in-law)
Rehan Rajpal (Grand son), Saisha Rajpal (Grand Daughter)
Serah Rajpal (Grand Daughter), Chopra Family
& Staff at Home, (Manjula Farm, Chattarpur, New Delhi)
Staff, Exotique Group of companies

Praver Meeting

Wednesday 27" March, 2024

Time: 4pm to 5pm

)

W. 9

at Chinmaya Auditorium 89 Lodhi Road, New Delh

\

The silent joy of remembering a loved one.

The moments you shared together,
Little moments that make life beautiful.

Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Nelghbours.
Colleagues. With all those whose lives
the departed Soul has touched. Because while life goes on,
when you share memories, they stay on forever.

Totai
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THE TIMES OF INDIA (Delhi+NCR) 780
THE TIMES OF INDIA (Delhi) Full Run## 900
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To place an Obituary announcement or
Remembrance message please call

Vinod: 9958992088

Pankaj: 8130604721

Smt. Kamlesh Magu
13.08.1946 - 25.03.2014
-'*'-
“A life well lived with dignity & honour”
We love you and miss you much more with
each day that passes by.

May God be with you always and
bless you with eternal peace.

Deeply missed and fondly remembered by:
Dr. 5.P. Magu (Husband)
& Other family members
Deepa & Sanjay Kakar
Sangeeta & Rajneesh Gandhi
Anita & Ajay Oberoi

Management & Staff
Jyoti Apparels

_‘-.'

OBITUARY

| REMEMBRANCES |

Brig DKN Soni
You have forever nurtured, led and guided
us, aways inspiring and loving, our sald
rock | W sanse, feal you everywhere, all
around us, blessing us, lave you and miss
you; Sonis, Chopras, Children, Grand-
children and Great-Grand-gaughtes.
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ANKITA BIBRA
{06.08.1996 - 25.03.2018)
Aheart of gold stopped baeating,
two shining eyes at rest,

(God broke our hearls to prove,
He only takes the best.

Missed & Rememberad by:

Family

REMEMEBRANCE

Ram Ram Daddy Ji
First Death
Anniversary

-

SHRI KHETAR PAL
S5INGH MARWAH
(30.01.1930 to 26.03.2023)

Fondly Remembered by

Samar Kant & Geeta Marwah
(5on & Daughter-In-Law]

Tony & Alka Marwah
[Som & Daughter-In-Law)
Anita & Anil Malhotra
[Daughter & Son-In-Law)
GRAND CHILDREN
Saloni & Vishal Minhas,
Mohit & Saumya Marwah,
Nimai & Aishanie Bhatt,
Vishwani & Nikunj Biyani,
Nikhil Marwah
GREAT GRAND CHILDREN
Taarika, Anisha,
Inaya, Miraya.

9810510885
Phone:- 9510170671

To place an Obituary
announcement
or Remembrance ad

To place an
Obituary announcement
or Remembrance ad

Call - Vinod :
9958992088
Pankaj :
8130604727
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The court was hea-
ring a plea by a husband
who had complained
that despite the medical
tests showing that the
wife suffered from comp-
lications due to which
the couple could not have
achild, she blamed him.

The plea stated that af-
ter gettingmarried in 2011,
like any couple, the duo
was interested in expan-
ding their family Howe-
ver, on account of medical
limitations, no natural
conception took place,
and they had toresorttoin
vitrofertilization (IVF).

While the wife denied the allegations, she
claimed that she was subjected to dowry ha-
rassment. But the court found no evidence to
back her claim and noted that, apart from bare
allegations, “there is no cogent evidence pro-
duced by the respondent to corroborate her al-
legations of dowry harassment. She has not
been able to prove any conduct of the appellant
or his family members from which it could be
inferred that she has been subjected to cruelty
on account of having brought less dowry.”™

The court concluded that after two failed
IVF procedures, the wife became disgrunt-
led and went away to her parental home.
“Such withdrawal of the respondent from
the matrimonial relationship unilaterally
without anv reason or basis, thereby depri-
ving the appellant of conjugal bliss, since
Oct 2013 till date, can only be inferred as an
act of cruelty,” it added.

‘Employment mela’
signals change at
work places in city

Ambika.Pandit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A transman who hails
from the small city of Chhabra in
Rajasthan, Sarvagya Soni has
overcome the odds to make it to a
managerial role in Varun Bevera-
ges the largest franchisee of Pepsi-
Coin India. A year into his first job
at their Gurugram headquarters,
Sarvagva was seen confidently ste-
ering discussions with prospective
job applicants as one of the repre-
sentatives from many leading com-
panies who participated in the
"Trans-Employment Mela' held in
the national capital.

Held on Friday in Dwarka, the
‘employment fair' saw vouth from
the transgender community come
together, uninhibited, seeking jobs
that hold the promise of letting
them live a life of dignity.

As the applicants moved from
stall to stall sharing their biodata
and discussing job roles, it was
evident that despite challenges
like lack of family support and
social acceptance, educated TG
persons are coming out to seek bet-
ter opportunities to live indepen-
dent lives.

More than 20 companies, inclu-
ding Procter & Gamble, Varun Be-
verages, Vedanta, Capgemini, De-
loitte, Shopper's Stop, Publicis Sa-
pient, Ericsson, EY Foundation,
Accenture, The Lalit and Roop Au-
to were seen actively engaging
with applicants in interactions, in-
terviews, and networking ses-
sions, fostering an environment
conducive to career exploration
and advancement.

Over 227 candidates from the
transgender community registe-
red at the mela hosted by voluntary
organisation TWEET Foundation
and InHarmony - a diversity and
inclusion advisory firm working
to create Inclusive workspaces
in collaboration with the ministry
of social justiceand empowerment
(MoSJE).

Speakingattheevent DrR Giri-
raj, deputy director at the Mo-
SJE's National Institute of Social
Defence, highlighted the impor-
tance of having events like the
"Trans Employment Mela' as it of-
fers an exclusive job platform for
the community.

As this correspondent walked
past the stalls, one saw Sarvagva
guiding applicants on the job pro-
spects at his company in roles

GETTING A FAIR CHANCE

ranging from sales to technical
work. On how inclusive workspa-
ces are critcial, he shared that
when he was offered the job one of
the key concerns for him was whet-
her he will be able to use the male
washroom. "My company was very
supportive and now we are buil-
ding washrooms in different ope-
rations keeping in mind the needs
of trans persons,” he added.

A graduate in history from Del-
hi University, Prerna Kumariiden-
tifies as a transwoman and hails
from Meerut. She is currently
working in a private company in
Gurugram. "The place T work in
claims to be inclusive but in reality
I don't feel included. Despite my
repeated requests the officials
continue to refer tome by the name
of the gender I was born with and
not the name that I identify with.
This is affecting me emotionally
and so I am looking for a job that
is truly inclusive and gives me dig-
nity," she added.

There were also some highly
gualified transgender persons at
the melalike Neha Sharma who ca-
me from Haryana's Yamuna Nagar
in search of a job. Holding an
M.Tech degree, this mechanical
engineer has worked as a teacher
and in the corporate sector too.

Cases like that of Hansini il-
lustrate that a transformation in
outlook is underway The Nagpur
resident is currently pursuing her
studies in Delhi and was at the job
fairtounderstand the prospects for
a voung trans woman going for-
ward. "] have the full support of my
parents who accepted my identity
but also organised a maming cere-
mony recently where all relatives
were present, Now Iam Hansini for
everyone,” the confident transwo-
manshared.
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From Glory To Garbage: Building
In Old Delhi Tell A Tale of Neglect

Trash In And Around Structures, Residents Say MCD Unwilling To Clear Mess

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Many old buil-
dings are lving vacant and in L
decrepit conditions in old Del-
hi's Dariba Kalan. The mo-
unds of garbage dumped in
and around such structures

have become a nuisance for
other residents, who claimed
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi wasunwilling to get the-
se spots cleaned up. Civic offi-
cials, inturn, argued thatthey
were not responsible for clea-
ring the muck. “The sanita-
tion staff can book the house
owner. The court issues a
challanand the magistrate de-
cidesthe amount of penalty to
be levied,” said an official.

According to one estima-
te, at least a quarter of the
houses in old Delhi are fully
or partially empty and have
accumulated waste and det-
ritus. TOI inspected some
properties in Gali Gulivan
and Gali Anar connecting
with Kinari Bazar and found
they were indeed tainted by
garbage heaps.

Vijay Goel, former Union
minister, said there were aro-
und 554 buildings in the Walled
City that were considered to be
of heritage status under Sec-
tion 23 of Delhi Building By-
laws. “Today, most of them are
either dilapidated. vacant or
being misused,” Goel claimed.
“Thisisbecausethereisnolaw
inplaceformandatory restora-
tion of the structures. Due to
official negligence and disin-
terest of owners, no efforts are
made to revive them despite

Darib

—® 4

o

T Photos: Tarun Rawal

e

E L'H

a Kalan
/

= = £

their historic relevance.”
Goel, pointing to a poorly

managed property on Anar

(Gali, continued, “My haveli,

Dharmapura, and other res-
tored buildings getforeign to-
urists and it is important to

ensure the surroundings lo-
ok neat and clean. I take per-
sonal interest in this and use

my ownresources for the pur-
pose, But how many worry
about the pride for our city?

Four arrested with ‘hawala’ money
near Subroto Park, 3 crore seized

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: In what is being termed asa
major recovery of hawala money, Delhi
Police have apprehended four people
who were transporting Rs 3 crores near
Subroto Park on Fridaw

Two scooters were intercepted by
cops during routine patrolling near Jha-
rera flvover on National Highway 48.

During police inspection, two
black bags with plastic seals were con-
fiscated, inside which large stacks of
money was found. The accused told po-
lice that the cash was ‘hawala money’
and belonged toascrapdealerinnorth
Delhi's Shahdara.

The income tax department and elec-
tion flying squads have also been infor-
med of the developments.

The accused were identified as Mohd

During police inspection, two
black bags with plastic seals
were confiscated, inside
which large stacks of money
was found

scrap dealer in Shahdara. The accused
could not show valid documents regar-
ding the cash.

A senior police officer said that the
money was being transported from Gur-
zaon to Karol Bagh and that the accused
worked under Mohd Vakil Malik.

The four of them were held briefly by
the cops after which their custody along
with their mobile phones were handed
over to the income tax department.

Police said that the I-T department
will initiate appropriate legal procee-
dings to book acase against the accused.
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Shomeen (26), Jishan (27), Danish (22)
and Santosh (22). All of them are resi-
dentsof Shahdara.

Oninquiry, the fouraccused told poli-
ce that the bag contained a total hawala
cash of Rs 3 crores which belonged to
one Mohd Vakil Malik who works as a

There are people who have
lefttheirproperties inadang-
erous state for vears, not even
making the effort to cover
their properties properly so
that people won't use them to
dump garbage.”

MCD officials claimed
they couldn't take action in
the case of listed heritage bu-
ildings or havelis. “If these
are found dangerous by a jo-
int survey, then action can be
decided after consultations,”
said one official.

Residents claim to have
approached civicofficials, in-
cluding the present and for-
mer MCD commissioners, in
the past. After successive me-
etings, one or two properties
were cleaned three years ago,
but since then, the situation
has onlv gone from bad to
worse. “We are worried that
the unhygienic conditions
will create an unhealthy envi-
ronment and spread disea-
ses,"” said a loeal.

Sanjay Bhargava of
Chandni Chowk Vyapar
Mandal said that a redevelop-
ment plan for the special area
was to have been prepared
within three years of the no-
tification of Master Plan of
Delhi 2021. “This includes
preparing special area buil-
ding regulations in associa-
tion with the loecal govi bodi-
es and working out steps to
restore the listed havelis,”
elaborated Bhargava. “An at-
tempt was also made to get a
smart city plan prepared for
the Walled City but nothing
happened. The govt bodiesdo

not seem serious about sa-

ving old Delhi’s heritage and
the listed havelisthatare ina
habitable state.”

Fire at Narela factory

New Delhi: A fire broke out at
a footwear raw material ma-
nufacturing factory in Bhor-
garh, Narela Industrial area.
Afirecallwasmadeat12:02pm
to the fire department urging
for assistance. 26 firefighting
units - with over a hundred fi-
refighters - responded imme-
diately todouse the flames. No
fatalities or injuries have be-
en reported. The cause of the
fire remains unknown. mw

¢ MCD to take yet another shot

at 2nd phase of Heritage Park

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi (MCD) is ma-
king a fifth attempt to begin
work on the long-pending pha-
se I of the Heritage Park pro-
ject, opposite Red Fort.

The civic body plans to rai-
se the boundary wall around
the identified site on priority.
Theland isencroached orused
for parking and the last four at-
tempts to finalise an agency
for doing the work remained
unsuccessful.

“In the last four tenders,
due to poor (single bid recei-
ved) or no response, work co-
uld not materialise. Now, we
have called fresh tenders from
interested parties for the fifth
time on March 8 and it will be
open on March 26. The total
length of the boundary wall
will be around 150 to 200 metres
and the costof the projectisRs
22 crore (approximately). At
present, a parking lot is there
near the site,” an official said.

Officials said that the de-
sign for phase IT of the project
was finalised and it will be on
similar lines as Phase [ of the
Heritage Park. In March 2022,
former President of India
Ram Nath Kovind inaugura-
ted Phase I, developed by erst-
while north corporation.

*Concelved in 2017, the park
was proposed to have a beauti-
ful boundary wall with rich
carving on red stone, Mughal
Baradari, Delhi quartzite sto-
ne and iron grilles, among
other features. These features
are included in Phase I and
Mughal-style baradari i1s the
main atiraction,” an official sa-
id earlier, adding that the total
cost of developing two phases
was Rs17.68 crore.

Former Union minister Vi-
jay Goel, who claimed to have
made efforts in pursuing MCD
to convert the site from a
shamblestothe Heritage Park,
stated that the civic body was
dilly-dallying on the project
for 4-5 years even when they
had the funds.

“It was encroached upon
badly when we started the jo-
urney around seven years
back. From getting the site cle-
ared to arranging funds from
many MPs(including K'TS Tul-
s1, Parvez Hasmi, Roopa Gang-
uly, Swapan Das Gupta, Karan
Singh and Mahesh Jethmala-
ni), who came forward to help
across party lines, we took se-
veral steps to add grandeur to

Tarun Rawat
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WAITING FOR A MAKEOVER

The civic body plans
to raise the
boundary wall
around the identified
site on priority. The
land is encroached
or used for parking
and the last four
attempts to finalise
an agency for doing
the work remained
unsuccessful

this place. We even got encro-
achment removed from the
Phase I site, but now things
are the back to the same situa-
tion. Rather, a wall was demo-
lished to allow parking here,”
Goel, who was the first to cont-
ribute funds, said.

The Heritage Park 18 na-
med after Goel’sfather Chatri
Lal Goel, the first speaker of
the Delhi Legislative Assem-
bly and deputy mayor of the
municipal corporation.

The place is surrounded by
Jama Masjid, Red Fort and Ja-
in Mandir, which will make it
evenn more attractive for visi-
tors once both phases are deve-
loped, local people said.

Between Partland ITof He-
ritage Park, there used to be a
water body belonging to Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA). It is encroached upon
now, There was a plan to reju-
venate it. On being asked,
MCD said that corresponden-
ce had happened with DDA for
developing the water body, “Al-
s0, there are Mughal era foun-
tains between the Phase I and
I sites, which will be restored
whenever funds are availab-
le,” an official said.

At the Phase 1 site, food
stalls were supposed to be ma-
de for people to savour the deli-
cious cuisine of Chandni
Chowk and check out handi-
crafts of Old Delhi. But this
part of the project was not
implemented. The park remai-
ned shut most of the time, lo-
cal people said.

Clean dhalaos
in Jangpura in
60 days, NGT
directs MCD

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has asked the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD)to ensure that all dhalaos
or garbage collection points in
Jangpura Extension are cleaned
within sixty days.

The order came after a Resi-
dent Welfare Association (RWA)
shared pictures earlier this
month of the three dhalaos that
the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) claimed in
Jan to have cleaned.

The RWA stated that garba-
ge was not being managed pro-
perly, and thus was lying scatte-
red and causing pollution and
health hazards.

The NGT directed the DPCC
toinspecttheareaaftersixty days,
and if the area was not found cle-
an, DPCC shall take appropriate
action against the MCD.

The tribunal bench headed
by chairperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastavastated that while the
DPCC claimed in its report that
the problem had been remedia-
ted, the photographs shared by
the applicant (RWA) show other-
wise. The bench also granted the
MCD 60 days to set up a compact
transfer station for the dhalaos.

“Photographs that are enclo-
sed along with the objections da-
ted March 3, 2024 filed by theapp-
licant reveal that household gar-
bage is lving scattered in these
dhalaos, meaning therehy there
18 violation of normsnotonly by
the individual household but al-
s0 by the MCD. Hence, if the ne-
edful is not done by the MCD wit-
hint0days, DPCCwillinspectall
the three dhalaos on the 61st day
from today. If any violation is fo-
und, DPCC will take appropriate
action expeditiously for imposi-
tion of environmental compen-
sation on the MCD,” stated the
order dated March 18.
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Cuttack: Orissa HC has given
Kendrapada district collector
Suryvawanshi Mayur Vikas one
month to make arrangements
for the disbursal of family pen-
sion to a 9l-vear-old woman
whose husband, a school teach-
er, died 46 years back.

The direction comes four
months after HC asked the Ken-
drapada district collector to
sanction family pension to Ha-
ra Sahoo, whose husband
passed away on Aug 26, 1977.
The court asked for release of
the pension from the date of en-
titlement “along with arrears
within a period of two months
from the date of receipt of or-
der”, The order was passed on
Nov 15, 2023, but the woman did

4 dead, 11 hurt
as truck rams

tractor-trolley

Bareilly: Four people, includ-
ing three women, were Killed,
and 11 sustained injuries after
a stationary tractor trolley
was hit by a speeding dumper
truck in Rampur on Saturday
night, reports Kanwardeep
Singh. All victims hailed
from a village in Bareilly and
were returning home from a
function in Moradabad.

According to tractor driv-
er Vikram Singh, the vehicle
had runoutof fuel, prompting
him to park it by the roadside
to refuel. The incident oc-
curred near Bypass Road on
the Delhi-Lucknow National
Highway in Milak area.

SHO Milak police station,
Dhananjay Singh, said, “An
FIR has been filed against the
truck driver under sections
304 A (causing death by negli-
gence) and 279 (rash driving)
of the Indian Penal Code. The
driver is currently at large.”
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T'GANA EX-CM KCR’S NEPHEW & MP J SANTOSH RAO
1S IM)IA’S ‘CAPITAL OF COURAGE AND BRAVERY’ |8 BOOKED IN 40CR HYDERABAD LAND-GRAB CASE | 16

For 46 years, Odisha widow,
now 91, waiting for pensmn

HC Gives District Collector 1 Month To Disburse Ent|tlement .

RAJNATH PLAYS HOLI WITH TROOPS, SAYS LADAKH

The direction comes four months
after HC asked the Kendrapada
district collector to sanction family
pension to the woman ‘within a
period of two months from the
date of receipt of order’. As she

did not receive her pension, she
filed a contempt petition

not receive her pension,

After she filed a contempt
petition, single judge bench of
Justice Biraja Prasanna Sata-
pathy said on Friday, “This
contempt petition is disposed
of by granting one-month fur-
ther time to the contemnor to
comply with the order.” He
warned, “If the order is not

complied with within the ex-
tended time, it will be held as
deliberate violation of this
court’s order.”

The elderly woman stays
with her son, a 60-year-old re-
tired fisheries department
employee, daughter-in-law,
three grandsons and two
granddaughtersat Palei Dera-

THE TIMES OF INDIA

kundi in Kendrapada district.

As per case records, she
has filed several pleas to the
school and mass education au-
thorities in Kendrapada since
1991, but in vain. On Aug 21,
2023, the Kendrapada district
collector rejected her repre-
sentation for family pension,
gratuity, and other service
benefits on the ground that the
case wasnoteligible for family
pension as the scheme was in-
troduced in 1980-81, while the
husband died in 1877.

The woman filed a petition
in HC on Oect 19, 2023. The
court quashed the Kendrapa-
da collector’s order and said,
had the husband been alive he
would have retired in 1983,
making him eligible for the
pension scheme,

 LOCs issued agalnst T’gana S
¥ ex-top cops 1In snooping case

SrinathVudali@timesgroup.com

Hvderabad: A day after two
additional SPs were arrested
for their alleged roles in sur-
veillance of chief minister A
Revanth Reddy and other op-
position leaders when BRS
was in govt in Telangana,
Hyderabad police on Sunday
issued look out circulars
(LOCs) against former Spe-
cial Intelligence Bureau
(SIB) chief T Prabhakar Rao
and former deputy commis-
sioner of police (task foree)
Radha Kishan in the case.

LOC was also 1ssued
against a senior executive of
aregional mediachannel. Po-
lice suspect that all three are
currently abroad. LOCs have
been issued to all airports in
the country.

The arrestsof thetwoaddi-
tional SPs on Saturday camea
week after former deputy SP

Police are also contemplating

acting against a top leader of

BRS, who held a powerful post
in the K Chandrasekhar Rao

of SIB, D Praneeth Rao, was
taken into custody A source
said that based on Praneeth
Rao’s confession, Prabhakar
Rao, Radha Kishan and the of-
ficial of the regional media
channel were wanted for ques-
tioning inthe case. “Astheyare
not available, LOCs have been
issued against them,” he said.
The source said police are
also contemplating acting
against a top leader of BRS,
whao held a powerful post dur-
ing the K Chadrasekhar
Rao govt, for using SIB —
which isan anti-naxal intelli-
gence unit — to gather politi-

cal intelligence.

Prabhakar Rao is accused
of allegedly tasking Praneeth
Rao, who was his subordinate,
and several other SIB cops
with the job of carrying out
surveillance against opposi-
tion leaders during BRS's ten-
ure. Revanth Reddy's family
and friends were also tracked.

On March 26, Panjagutta
police is expected to move an
application seeking Pra-
neeth Rao’scustody vetagain
besides moving a similar
pleaforthecustody of thetwo
arrested additional SPs for
further interrogation.
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AGRA'S HOLI PREI.UDE COLOURS UNLEASHED
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People play with colours a day before Holi in Agra on Sum:lay On the eve of the festwal F'realdent
Droupadi Murmu and PM Narendra Modi extended greetings to the people. ‘May this traditional festival,
ornamented with colours of affection and harmony, bring new energy and enthusiasm into all your
lives,' the PM said in a post on X. Mughal emperors celebrated Holi as ‘Eid-e-Gulabi’, P9

Mobile charger  After arrest of II'T-G

sparks fire,4 UP
kids burnt alive

Meerut: Four children suf-
fered severe burns and later
died after a bed in their room
caught fire due to a short-cir-
cuitcaused by amobilecharger
in Meerut on Saturday night,
reports Krishna Chandhary.

Their parents, Babita and
Johnny, rushed into the room
tosave their children who were
asleep, also sustaining burn in-
juries in the process. Babita is
battling for life at Safdarjung
Hospital in Delhi while Johnny
is in a medical facility in Mee-
rut, police said on Sunday.

SP Ayush Vikram Singh
said, “Victims were rushed to
LLERM Medical Hospital,
where two of the children suc-
cumbed around 9.30pm. The
third child died early on Sun-
day while being shifted to an-
other medical centre. Sarika
passed away a few hours later.
Johnny, a daily wage labourer,
isrecovering.”

Since the incident was re-
ported as an indoor accident,
no police action was initiated
in the matter, he added.

student for ‘IS links’,
hunt on for another

Mukut.Das@timesgroup.com

Guwahati: An IIT-Guwa-
hati student detained Sat-
urday after he allegedly
emailed an Assam top cop
saving he was going to Af
ghanistan to join terror

outfit IS was formal-
ly arrested Sunday |
and booked under
the stringent UAPA.

Assam CM Hi-
manta Biswa Sar-
ma described Delhi

native Tauseef Ali Faroo-
qui as “completely radical-
ised” and said he wasoneof
two II'T Guwahati students
suspected of having links
with IS and trving to join
the group. The other is yet

to be tracked down.

Tauseef’s arrest came
barely four davs after IS In-
dia head Haris Faroogi and
an aide were nabbed in As-
sam’'s Dhubri just after

crossing over from Bangla-
desh. They duo have been
handed over to NIA.

A local court sent Tau-
seef to 10days’ police custo-
dy Sarmasaid thefamily of
the fourth-vear BTech stu-
dent from Delhi’s Okhla ar-
ea had been in-
formed and central
i agencies alerted.
“We believe there is
another such stu-
dent in the insti-
tute. Police are
probing and will most prob-
ably find the student soon.”

Police said they had
seized a black flag, purport-
edly similar to that of IS,
from Tauseef. “Further in-
vestigation is under way to
unearth other aspects and
links,” a police officer said.

Missing from his hostel
since Saturday Tauseef
was traced to Hajo, about
20km away, around Tpm.

| Chandrayaan-3
landing site now
officially called
‘Shiva Shakti’

Tinmes News NeTwork

Bengaluru: Nearly seven
months after PM Narendra
Modi announced that Chan-
drayaan-3's landing site will
be called “Shiva Shakti”, In-
ternational Astronomical
Union (TAU) approved the
name on March 19.

“The IAU Working Group
for Planetary System Nomen-
clature has approved the
name Station Shiv Shakti for
the landing site of Chan-
dravaan-3's Vikram lander,”
said Gazetteer of Planetary
Nomenclature, which pro-
vides information about plan-
etary names approved by IAU:

Modi had made the an-
nouncementatthelsroTelem-
etry Tracking and Command
Network (Istrac) in Bengalu-
ru on Aug 26, 2023, three days
after Vikram's historic Moon
landing on Aug 23.

“..In Shiva, there's resolu-
tion for humanity's welfare
and Shakti gives us strength to
fulfil those resolutions. This
Shiva Shakti Point of Moon al-
50 gives a sense of connection
with the Himalayas to Kanya-
kumari,” Modi had said.

According to Gazetteer,
the origin of the name is de-
fined as: “Compound word
from Indian myvthology that
depicts the masculine (*Shi-
va”) and feminine (*Shakti™)
duality of nature.”

Fifteen wyears before the
Chandrayvaan-3 soft-landing,
India’s Chandrayaan-1's moon
impact probe (MIP) had tou-
ched the lunar surface on Nov
14, 2008. The site was called “Ja-
wahar Point” or “Jawahar
Sthal”, as notified to IAU.

Terming the “touchdown
moment” one of the inspiring
moments of this century, Modi
said the world had witnessed
and accepted the strength of In-
dia’s scientific spiritand scien-
tific temperament. Isro chair-
man S Somanath had said:
“The PM was emotional about
this historic event and all of us
are very happy to know the
naming of the two sites.”
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== First three correct entries will win a ‘pen drive.’

Send in your entries only through e-mail with your
Name, Address, Email, Tel no. and Profession to
prabhat.kumari@timesgroup.com

- Each question is followed by four choices. Select the word
that is similar in meaning (synonym) to the main word and

- mark that as your answer.

- 1. Acumen
(@) Amalgamation
(c) Alacrity

. 2. Benevolent
(a) Spiteful
(c) Boorish

3. Doctrine
(a) Chronicle
(c) Credo

4. Indolent
(&) Slathful
(c) Vapid

5. Gregarious
(@) Raucous
(¢} Eloquent

{b) Ignorance
{d) Insight

{b) Compassionate
() Malevolent

{b) Conundrum
{d) Discrepancy

(b Indifferent
(d) Insolent

(b) Sociable
{d} Craven

Each question is followed by four choices. Select the word

_ that is opposite in meaning (antonym) to the main word and .

mark that as your answer.

6. Corporeal
(&) Assuaging
(c) Condoning
. 7. Exculpate
' (@) Acquit
(c) Absolve
8. Doleful
(a) Melancholic
(c) Jovial
9. Ameliorate

(@) Aggravate
(c) Admonish

(b} Spiritual
{d) Tangible

{b) Exonerate
{d) Convict

{b) Meandering
{d) Disinterested

{h) Alleviate
{d) Abscond

Answer key for the last week's quiz: 1.d, 2.3 3d, 4.5 3,
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Med grads object to MCC debarring
242 doctors from NEET PG 2024

The Committee has collected a seat-leaving penalty of Rs 1.21 crore from medical students

Shuddhanta.Patra
{@iimesgroup.com

total of 242 doctors
who left their seats in
the NEET-PG 2023 co-

unselling have been debar-
red from appearing in the up-
coming NEET PG 2024 exam,
the Medical Counselling
Committee (MCC) stated.
The MCC's statement came
as aresponse to an RTT appli-
cation filed by RTT activist Dr
Vivek Pandey. The debarred
students are planning tofile a
PIL to reinstate the opportu-
nity to appear for the NEET
exam scheduled in June. Spe-
aking to Fducation Times, a
Health Ministry official says,
“The MCC rule to disqualify
such medical students has
brought down the medical
seat wastage under 300
which earlier used to range
between 1000-1500. These
242 seats will lie vacant for
the next three years and each
medical seat costs crores of
rupees to the government.
The seats are blocked as per
the candidate's preference.
Despite choosing the seat
himself, when the candidate
is giving it up, he is not just gi-
ving up his/her chance to stu-
dy that particular medical
stream, but also not giving a
fair chance tothe other candi-
date who needs the seat.
Candidates must choose the
seats wisely."

Dr Aviral Mathur, presi-
dent, FORDA, says, "There
must be some penalty for
students flouting MCC rules
but that must not go against
their careers. These are the
candidates blocking the se-
ats as per their preferences,

Stray vacancy rounds

As per MCC rules, candidates who participate in the special
stray vacancy round have to pay an additional Rs 50,000 as
asecurity amount. The rules specify that in case a candi-
date has participated in the special stray vacancy round
wherein he/she has been allotted a seat and fails to report
to his/her college, such candidate will be debarred from
participating in the upcoming NEET-PG exam and counsel-
ling along with forfeiture of Rs 50,000. In 2023, the MCC has
collected fine from the candidates appearing in the special
stray vacancy round a total amount of Rs 1.21 crore as

penalty for leaving these seats.

later changing their minds
and not reporting to the al-
lotted college. They are
eventually wiping out the
chances for the students
who need those seats. The
students who are complai-
ning about losing a vyear

must have thought about the
outcome before blocking se-
ats, However, MCC must con-
template reasonable penalti-
es like increasing the seat-le-
aving fine or cancelling the
candidate's state quota.” Dr
Vivek Pandey says, "A few

students approached me re-
garding this issue, and they
wanted the government to
remove this debarring crite-
ria if someone is unable to ta-
keanallotted seat. MCCisde-
barring students in the form
of punishment because they
left their allocated seats after
counselling.” He adds furt-
her, “Excluding students
from upcoming exams and
counselling amounts to a
significant loss of a valuable
academic vear, inflicting
considerable distress upon
aspiring individuals. While
it 15 appropriate for the go-
vernment to impose fines,
such penalties should rema-
inwithin the bounds of affor-
dability for the individuals
involved. However, the act
of debarring students cons-
titutes a direct infringement
upon their fundamental
right to education.”

Student woes

A PG medical aspirant from
UP, who appeared for NEET
PG in 2022, was debarred
fromappearing inthe examin
2023. He says, "I was allotted
a PG Surgery seat at a district
hospital in West Bengal
which did not have proper in-
frastructure and teaching fa-
culty. Hence, [ left the seat.
The NMC is starting new co-
urses inseveral medical colle-
ges. But the government
must do proper inspection be-
fore starting a medical course
in any hospital. The course
permission is sanctioned
from Delhi offices, which has
noiota about the actual situa-
tion in the institutes." The
candidate willnow appear for
NEET PG 2024 exam.

APAARID for students as
CBSE implements NCrF in
classes VI, IX and XI

Sonal.Srivastava
Ltimesgroup.com

he CBSE will imple-
T menttheNational Cre-

dit Framework (NCrF)
in the 2024-25 academic ses-
sion for classes VI, IX and X1
NCIF will be extended to
classes X and XIT in 2025-26,
and the board exam marks-
heet will reflect the total cre-
dits earmed along with the
marks obtained by each stu-
dent from the next academic
cycle. "Studentsare required
to get 40 credits in a subject
within an academic year
with 1200 Notional Learning
Hours(NLH)ina year. Ofthis,
950-960 hours will be trans-
actional in school and the
rest will be allocated for acti-
vity, project work, exposure
visits or any other enrich-
ment activity that the child
can carry out himself or un-
der parents’ supervision. A
child can carry out on his/her
oW as this is a free learning
course. The marksheet too
will carry the total number of
credits along with the marks.
Inthe university system, the-
re 1s the Academic Bank of
Credits (ABC), we are carry-
ing out the same exercise,
the benefit of credits will be
extended to children in scho-
ols through the unique APA-
AR ID," says Biswajit Saha,
director, CBSE.

[nitially, the NCrF will be
rolled out for classes VI, IX
and Xl to make schools un-
derstand the process. “Befo-
rethe start of the next acade-
micyear, they candeclarethe
result and also include cre-
dits in the school-based
marksheets, Based on that
understanding in the board
examinations in 2025-26, we

will adopt this. Credits will
reflect in the board exam
mark sheet of the academic
vear 2025-26," says Saha.
NLH is the time that the
average student would be gi-
ven to attend all classes, stu-
dy for tests, and do assign-
ments and homework. “The-
secreditswillbestoredinthe
student’s ABC, linked to the-
ir DigiLocker,” adds Saha.
According to the NCrF
document, theassignment of
credits is independent of the
streams, subjects or any lear-
ning and is subject to achie-
ving the prescribed learning
outcomes at a particular
NCIF credit level post the
successful assessment. Stu-
dents also have the flexibility
totake 1 course/ programme/
subject/project beyond 40
credits (within the curricular
design) to get additional cre-
dits. For calculations under
the NLH (NCrF), in general,
30 notional learning hours
will be counted as one credit.
While the NCrF will give
students a variety of choices
in terms of selecting the sub-
jects and activities based on
their interests, aptitudes,
and career goals, its success-
ful implementation will lar-
gely depend on teachers
who are willing to adopt new
pedagogical approaches.
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Inclusion of Data Science and Al a major g ssson
reason for increase in GATE qualifiers

FOCUS

BS programme in Data Science and
Application & Electronic Systems
Eligibility:

BS in Data Science and Applications-
Students from all streams can apply
BSin Electronics Systems- Students
who have studied Maths and Physics

B IIM Kashipur invites applications
for E-MEA
Eligibility: CAT/GMAT score

With the recent downturn in job placements, more students are inclined towards higher education to upskill for the job market Deadline: April 5 in their class X1l canapply
PHOTO FO : Link: https://www.iimkashipur.ac. Deadline: May 26, 2024
Rajlakshmi.Ghosh { has paved the way for students wantingtoim- tegrated into the core engineering curriculum. in/academics/executive-mba Link:

E@timesgroup.com “But with limited requirement for new hires,
most recruiters may choose CSE students, lea-
ving students in the remaining branches
with lesser job options. In such a scenario, a
PG degree would be seen as the best bet for

better employment,” Rao says.

prove their qualifications, he adds. As for the
introduction of DA in GATE 2024, Rao feels it
has expanded the scope for not just Computer
Science Engineering (CSE) students, but also
those pursuing Civil and Mechanical Enginee-
ring since emerging technologies are being in-

https:Astudy iitm. ac. in/ds and

BIIT Madras inviting applications for  https://study.iitm.ac.in/es
return to physical classrooms

after the pandemic, greater
awareness about GATE's
long-term prospects, and a deep-roo-
ted desire for higher education, rese-
arch and career opportunities in pub-
lic and private sector organisations
haveledtoarseintheregistration co-
unt of GATE 2024, The exam recorded

an increase of 23% in registrations as

9", 10", 11" & 12" Students

: Career in Design & Architecture
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compared to last year with over 8.26
lakh applications received for 30 test
papers. Out of these, 6,53,292 candi-
dates appeared forthe exam. Thetotal
number of candidates who qualified
in all GATE test papers intheirrespec-
tive categorieswas 1,29,268, whichin-
dicates a steady jump of over 29,000
candidates overlastyear's around one
lakh candidates. The increase, accor-
ding to experts, could be partly due to
the inclusion of Data Science and Al
{DA) as a subject paper, and the flexi-
bility to choose two-paper combina-
tions. The introduction of new and di-
verse disciplines in GATE over the ye-
arsreflectsthe evolving needs of indu-
stries and academia addingto GATE's
significance as a pathway to PG pro-
grammes bothinIndia and overseas.
“"Newly introduced DA paper attrac-
ted over 50,000 applications, of

Participation of women

Only four women were among
the top scorers in GATE 2024, of
which two are from Humanities
and Social Sciences, and another
two from Textile Engineering and
Fibre Science, and Biotechnology.
Prof Chandra Sekhar says, "The
All-india Rank - 1alone isnotan
indicator of gender diversity or
inclusion. The representation of
womenis increasing overall.
GATE has promoted the inclusion
of women candidates by offering
them incentives (50% application
fees, for instance). Several in-
stituites are also creating oppor-
tunities and providing incentives
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which around 39,000 appeared and :
around 8,000 qualified D e forwomen candidates to pursue Lateral Entry/Inter CEP]
tegories,” says Chandra Sekhar See- STEM careers.” University Migration Biotechnology / CSE / ECE /IT

lamantula, organising chair, GA-
TE-2024, and professor, Department
of Electrical Engineering, Indian In-
stitute of Science (IISc), Bangalore,
while talking to Education Times.

He explains, "There are many rea-
sons for the increased subscription to

the GATE exam. We carried out seve- 2020, we are encouraging students to MSc (2 Years) Physics / Mathematics / Microbiology / Environmental POSTGRADUATE UNDERGRADUATE

ral outreach activities this yearto ma- acquire rlj,ul;ipye skills and knowledge Biotechnology/Economics PROGRAMS IN: PROGRAMS IN:

ke students aware of the opportuniti- across disciplines to enhance their

es that await them if they qualify in  employability. Since GATE is an exit BSc (3/4 Years) Computer Science Architecture Bachelor’s in Design

GATE exam which is also gainingmo-  exam for engineering graduates, a go- BCA (3/4Y Bachelor of Com v Anblication : . . o

re popularity bothintheacademicand od score will add value to candidates’ S eary Rehelororompulet fpprcalions Desi Q n Ll;l:;jgtig:;g: s SR
PSU circles. Post-Covid, students also  profilespecially if they are applying for MCA (2 Years) Master of Computer Applications Mana g ement

seemn to be more confident of facing jobsinthe PSUs,"” Kumar says. R T : : : Bachelor's in Civil Engineerin
tough national-level competitive ex- “The increase in registrations sig- BBA (3/4 Years) SFI-EI:IHHZEIHUHE.. HR, Markghng. Finance, Inform apﬂn Plannin g tHloot) g g
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es for higher education in the count-
Iy are only increasing. Several repu-
ted PSUs are also using GATE score in
their recruitment process.”

The increasing GATE applications
means well for PG admissions that
were earlier on adecline, says Prof Ra-
jive Kumar, member secretary, AlIC-
TE. “Withthe emergence of new colle-
ges and the government push to-
wards research and innovation, stu-
dents maybe contemplating a career
in teaching and research, " he adds. In

almost all engineering branches, stu-
dents have also been given the option
to choose a minor degree in one of the
thrust areas particularly Al “This ma-
kes it favourable for the students to
appear for the DA paper. Post NEP

ting students would go up. Moreover,
with the downturn in job placements,
more students seem inclined towards
higher education to upskill themsel-
ves for the job market," says Ramgo-
pal Rao, vice-chancellor, BITS Pilani
group. Over-hirmmgduring Covid times
led to subsequent layoffs in the corpo-
rate sector, and with the elections aro-
und the corner in many major econo-
mies around the world, the recruiters
areresorting toawait-and-watch poli-
cy leading to fewer placements. “This

(To BTech 2™ Year)

(3 Years)

Diploma Course

Computer Science and Information Technology
Food Technology
Electronics Engineering (Microelectronics)

MTech (2 Years)

Biotechnology / CSE / VLS| Design

Information Technology & Business Analytics, Education
Management and Hospital & Healthcare Management.

Conquering the

Ed-Tech Arena

With technology constantly empowering the education sector,
NEDO organised India-Japan Innovation Symposium and a
hackathon—Hack the Future 2024—in collaboration with
Japanese universities and IIEC on March 11-12, 2024, to
understand new advancements in technology and give students
an opportunity to learn the dynamics of tech and innovation

Debjani.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

ermeating into the edu-
P cation sector, technolo-

gy continues to evolve,
creating a level-playing field
for students. On this back-
drop, India’s collaboration
with Japan for its educational
needs provides them global
education opportunities, of-
fering a dynamic academic
platform that transcends
borders.

India and Japan are engag-
ing in various activities to-
wards a promising shared fu-
ture with a view to strength-
ening the bond between the
two countries. On March 11
and 12, 2024, a couple of such
activities—India-Japan Inno-
vation Symposium and Hack
the Future 2024, a hacka-
thon—were organised by New

Energy and Industrial Tech-
nology Development Organi-
zation (NEDO), in collabora-
tion with Japanese universi-
ties and IIT Gandhinagar In-
novation and Entrepreneur-
ship Centre (IIEC). Held at
the IIT Gandhinagar Cam-
pus, Gujarat, Therefore, the
event offered the hosts a
golden opportunity to ex-
change and network with
Japanese universities and re-
search institutes to promote
joint research, personnel ex-
change, and recruitment.

In his address, R A Venki-
tachalam from IIT Gandhina-
gar, said, “The event specifi-
cally witnessed academia, in-
dustry, and Japanese agen-
cies coming together as a
laboratory for collaborative
efforts between India and Ja-
pan. Both the countries, very
uniquely, value history as

well as heritage. At the same
time, they are bravely looking
forward to engaging with the
technologically advanced and
complex challenges of the
growing world.”

The inaugural session on
Day One had Prof Amit
Prashant, dean of R&D,
Yoshiro Kaku, chief repre-

Engineering

Apply online at :
www.getadmissions.com/jaypee

@ wwwjiitacin @& @ Q

sentative of NEDO (India).
and Rajat Seksaria, chief ex-
ecutive director of Adani
Green Hydrogen, elaborating
on the agenda of the event.
There also was a presentation
by Prof Pratik Mutha, dean of
Institutional Advancement.
Yoshiro Kaku, chief repre-
sentative of NEDO (India),

Biotechnology, CSE, Computer Applications, ECE,
Humanities & Social Sciences, Management,
Mathematics, Physics and Materials Science &

Contact Admission Cell :
+91- 7428630800/600, +91 (120) 2594400/300
<] admission@jiit.ac.in

said, “Since Indiais becoming
a global leading-edge R&D
centre backed by the produc-
tion of a large number of
highly skilled human re-
sources and an increase in
R&D-related FDI(Foreign
Direct Investment) in India,
it is important for Japanese
industry, universities, and re-
search institutes to promote
technological demonstration
and R&D with India. NEDO
has supported India-Japan
collaborations mainly in the
fields of energy, envi-ron-
ment, and deep-tech.”

RESEARCH CAPABILITIES
AND COLLABORATIONS
Japanese universities are
known for their technological
research, findings, and inno-
vations. From international

UNIMeRSITY

2024 ADMISSIONS OPEN

For enquiries: Call 1800-270-4030
Or email at admissions@cept.ac.in

Any changes / updates will be posted on our website

mentioned above.

30% of Postgraduate students admitted in

12023, received merit/means scholarships.

CEPT University, Kasturbhal Lalbhai Campus, University Rd, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad, Gujarat 380009

Students came up with innovative
solutions to address various issues
including undetected SoS from
accidents in remote areas, inefficient
positioning of ambulances in the city,
integrated traffic congestion reduction
in Ahmedabad, implementing data
driven approaches to dynamically
manage road disasters and catering to
road safety issues, live bus tracking
system and introduction of smart
cars, reducing the uncertainty of
overcrowding in public transport

system et al

academic collaborations and
engagement with Japan to
deep-tech (artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning)
and data science, India-Japan
Innovation Symposium em-
phasised on every aspect that
can enhance India’s research
capabilities and collabora-
tions.

Among the Japanese uni-
versities, University of To-
kyo, Tohoku University,
Shimane University, and
Keio University attended the
event and made presenta-
tions.

Day One concluded with
lab visits of Materials Char-
acterisation and Maker Bha-
wan, Also, a visit to IIT-Gan-
dhinagar’s Fire Lab and Re-
search Park including
NAMTECH (New Age Mak-

ers’ Institute of Technology)
was arranged.

HACKING WITH
INNOVATION
Day Two commenced with
one of the most interesting
and innovative aspects, as I[IT
Gandhinagar, in collabora-
tion with NEDO, organised a
hackathon on smart trans-
portation. ‘Hack the Future
2024" organised at the IIT
Gandhinagar Research Park
aimed to revolutionise smart
transportation. With ‘Ignite,
Innovate, and Impact’ being
the theme for the hackathon,
it gave the presenters an op-
portunity to conceive and
propose solutions, revolu-
tionising transportation, and
travel for a smarter, safer, and
more sustainable
future.

The hacka-
thon witnessed
participation of

50 students
- from the

institutes
of higher
learning
from
ACTOSS
t h e
& country.
They
were given 36 hours to inno-
vate and pitch their ideas on
smart transportation. After a
lot of brainstorming, they
came up with creative ideas
potent enough to drive anim-
pactful change in the trans-
portation landscape of India.
The participants were divid-
ed into 10 teams and worked
continuously over the course
of three days on different
problem statements in the
field of smart transportation
and came up with innovative
solutions on March 12, the
day of hackathon.

Some of the carefully cu-
rated problem statements
that the students worked on
included undetected SoS
from accidents in remote are-
as, inefficient positioning of
ambulances in the city, inte-

0
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grated traffic congestion re-
duction in Ahmedabad, im-
plementing data driven ap-
proaches to dynamically
manage road disasters and
catering road safety issues,
live bus tracking system and
introduction to smart cars,
and reducing the uncertainty
of overcrowding in public
transport system, among oth-
ers.

This exciting event fea-
tured some cutting-edge
solutions, which impressed
the jury members that con-
sisted of Mayur Shah, execu-
tive director of Suzuki R&D
Center India; Tsuyoshi Mori-
moto, general manager of
Denso; Parul Shah, head -
IBU of Mitsubishi UFJ Finan-
cial Group; Ajey Mehta, busi-
ness leader, startup mentor,
and investor: and Prof Neeld-
hara Misra from the comput-
er science and engineering
department of IIT Gandhina-
gar,

One of the participants of
hackathon said, “It was an ex-
tremely exciting event for me
as well as my entire team. We
spent sleepless nights work-
ing on our presentation. At
the end of it all, we received a
lot of appreciation from the
jury, which made it all worth
the effort.”

The first, second, and third
prize winners—Zeta, Gamma,
and Theta, respectively—
bagged cash prizes worth 3
lakh, 1.5 lakh, and ¥50,000,
respectively, The winning
teams’ solutions included
‘Pathik: Public Transport
Management System’ which
aimed at introducing innova-
tions in the ticketing mecha-
nism with a central portal for
the bus conductor, passen-
ger, and admin. Another
team presented an end-to-
end web or mobile based ap-
plication which would in-
crease coordination and help
in management of road dis-
tress. The third winning
team pitched an idea about a
public transportation man-
agement system.
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An army convoy travels towards Leh through Zoji La in thls 21]21 phntn The reopening of Ladakh's Ilfellne in
record time reflects India's growing mountain road-building prowess that has big upside for border defence
as well as people's lives in the frontier region

Sanjay Dutta | Tnn

New Delhi: Border Roads Or-
ganisation has reopened Zojl
La (pass), the main obstacle
in Ladakh’s lifeline via Srina-
gar, for vehicular traffic after
35 days of being under snow
against 68 days last vear —a
record that reflects India’s
growing mountain road-
building prowess that has big
upside for border defence as
well as people's lives in the
frontier region. The 439-km
srinagar-Leh road is the main
link connecting Ladakh to
Jammu & Kashmir and is the
key route to move troops and
supplies in the frontier region.

The 11,540-ft Zoji La, about
100km from Srinagar, used to
be closed for around 160-180
davs during the winter some

vears ago. But the closure pe-
riod hascomedown inthelast
few yvears as a result of govt's
thrust on developing border
connectivity and deployment
of latest machinery.

The road had seen inter-
mittent traffic disruptions as
winter set in in the last few
months. It wasclosed forafew
days around Dec 23 but was
reopened soon. Again on Feb
25, traffic was suspended be-
cause of heavy snowfall
caused by a series of western
disturbances.

Early resumption of traf-
fic in the last 2-3 years has al-
lowed the forces to space out
— instead of squeezing in 3-4
months earlier — the annual
rotation of larger-than-usual
number of troops deploved in
the region since the May 2020

(Galwan border clashes with
the Chinesearmy.

It will also allow trucking
of civil and fresh supplies in-
stead of costly air freight.
Home-bound Ladakhis and
guest workers will have a
cheaper travel option than
the prohibitively expensive
flights that remain the only
means when heavy snow
snaps road connectivity.

The short closures of the
difficult passes has demon-
strated BRO's snow-clearing
capability. Govt is capitalis-
ingthis by boring a tunnel un-
der Zoji La, set to be complet-
ed soon. Thermal tunnel will
have majorupside for defence
preparedness, quality of life
and tourism in the region by
establishing connectivity
throughout the vear.

Mann meets kin |
of Punjab hooch
tragedy victims,
promises aciion

Bharat.Khanna@timesgroup.com

Patiala: Four days after the
first deaths were reported due
to consumption of spurious li-
quorin Gujjran
villageof Dirba
in Punjab's
Sangrur  dis-
trict, CM Bhag-
want Mann
and finance
minister Harpal Cheema, who
is Dirba MILA, visited the fam-
ilies of the victims on Sunday.
The death toll has climbed
to 21, while around 20 others
are being treated at hospitals.
Pointing out he had left the
national capital early morn-
ing to meet the affected fam-
ilies, Mann promised to look
after them and requested peo-
ple to share details of liquor
and drug smugglers to avoid
such tragedies, “T will take
care of the families of the vie-
tims, but I also request that
you reveal such things before-
hand. Tjustcame to know from
villagers that chitta (drugs) is
also being sold here,” he said.
“Till the time I am CM, 1
won't let the fire in vour kitch-
en stoves extinguish. If you
don't like my work, vou can re-
move me as CM,"” Mann added.
He said 10 accused had been
arrested and booked for mur-
der, assuring villagers of ap-
prehending the gang involved
in sale and manufacture of il-
licit liguor: He announced Rs 5
lakh aid for victims' families.

Ready to consider resuming

Remarks Come
~ After Demands
By Pak Traders

Omer Faroog Khan | Tnn

Islamabad/New Delhi: Pa-
kistan's new govt may re-
sume trade ties with India in
deference to the demands of
local businesses, the coun-
trv's foreign minister Ishaq
Dar said at the end of his UK-
Europe visit. Dar’s statement
about ending the nearly five-
yvear suspensionof tradeover
India revoking J&K's special
status in Aug 2019 comes
weeks after PM Shehbaz Sha-

India believes
Pakistan must first
reinstate its envoy
in Delhi before
nursing any
thought of a
rapprochement

rif thanked counterpart Na-
rendra Modi for his congrat-
ulatory message on X.

India, however, believes
Pakistan must first reinstate
1ts high commissioner in In-
dia before nursing any
thoughtof arapprochement.
Pakistan had recalled its top
diplomat from India and
called off trade after India

India trade tles

Beating Retreat ceremony at Indna Pakistan Wagah I:u:lrdEr post.
Ties between the countries have been suspended for nearly 5 years

revoked the special status of
the erstwhile state of J&K.
Known to be a dove in In-
dia-Pakistan diplomatic par-
lance, Dar is a trusted aide of
Nawaz Sharif, whose daugh-
ter is married to the foreign
minister’s son. India will wait
though to see if the four-time
finance minister’'s remarks
have the backing of the army,
given its own experience with
the previous Sharif govt. For-
elgn minister S Jaishankar
had only on Saturday accused
Pakistanof promoting terror-
ism at “industry level”,
“Pakistani businessmen
want to trade with India...
govt will examine the possi-
bility by holding consulta-
tions with all stakeholders,”
Darsaid in London Saturday.
Pakistan could prioritise
reviving the economy before
considering normalising ties
with India, he indicated even
as he broached Kashmir. “In-

dia took extreme steps in Aug
2019 by makinga constitution-
al and legal amendment that
was painful,” he said, men-
tioning “UN Security Council
resolutions on Kashmir™ and
a “dispute that lingers".

“Butlbelievethe Pakista-
ni business community has
been making this appeal and
demand (to resume trade
with India).” he said.

The geopolitical divide
has impacted businesses on
both sides, mainly those fo-
cused on cross-border com-
merce like textiles, agri-prod-
ucts and medical items.
“They (businesspeople)
pointed out that imports are
continuing via Dubaiand Sin-
gapore with extra freight and
transportation costs,” Dar
said. “Let's see what can be
done, at least to the extent of
economicactivitiesand trade.
You can’t change your neigh-
bours. We have to coexist.”

Pak mlmster

Pak again links
Kashmir issue
to peace efforts

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Peaceful coexis-
tence based on equality and
mutual respect serves as
guiding principles of Pakis-
tan's foreign policy and the
same also underpins Islama-
bad’s desire for a peaceful re-
lationship with India, the
new govt said on the coun-
try's National Day Islama-
bad, however, also said peace
and stability intheregioncan
only be achieved through a
peaceful settlement of all is-
sues, including the “core” is-
sue of Jammuand Kashmir.

Sofar there has been no in-
dication of any initiative by
eitherside for a breakthrough
in ties that remain downgrad-
ed since India revoked the spe-
cial status of J&K in Aug 2019.

“The guest for sustaina-
ble peace and stability in
South Asia could only be
achieved through a peaceful
settlement of all issues in-
cluding the core J&K dis-
pute,” said Pakistan charge
d'affaires Saad Ahmad War-
raich. “Our desire for peace
is reflective of the construc-
tive and positive outlook of a
strong and self-assured na-
tion,” he added.
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their exemplary valour in bone-
numbing conditions. “Your commit-
ment deserves applause. You per-
form your duties despite severe cold
conditions in Ladakh. The nation is
highly indebted to you,” Singh said,

Defence rnrmstEr Rajnath Singh celebrates
Holi with soldiers in Leh on Sunday

hide in their homes due to extreme
weather, vou are doing divine work,
ready to fire at the enemy and take a
bullet to your chest. It isdueto this that
the people of the country can celebrate
Holi peacefully: 1 feel all of you are no

accompanied by Army chief General
Manoj Pande and other officers.
Singh was to celebrate Holi with
soldiers in Siachen, the world’s high-
est battlefield, but his visit was called
off due to bad weather. “Today, it was
not possible to go to Siachen. There-
fore, I wish all soldiers there Happy
Holi,” Singh said. Later, he spoke
with some soldiers in Siachen over

napping and extortion also,” Manipur Police
wrote in a post on X. The raids were carried out
by security forces at Kameng Sabal and Loitang
Sandum areas of the district, police said.

the phone, extending Holi greetings
and promising to visit them soon. He
recalled that he had visited Siachen
first after taking charge as defence
minister five years ago.

Singh laid a wreath ata War Memo-
rial in Ladakh to pay tributes to mar-
tyred soldiers and described Ladakh
*as thenational capital of courageand

less than protector-gods for us.”

Singh reiterated PM Narendra Mo-
di-led govt's commitment to the wel-
fareof the armed forces and their fam-
ilies. He also urged the three service
chiefs to start a tradition of celebra-
tions with soldiers a day before a festiv-
al and urged them to make these “an
integral partof our culture”,

(With inputs fromagencies)

and kept collecting money after
ocnaranteeing huge returns
which he never invested in se-
curities. Instead, he used them

and Exchange Commission,”
said a statement by ASC.
Patel claimed he could earn

ple from Maharashira’s Bhan-
dara in jail on charges of ab-
duction and ransomon Friday.
Swapnil Maraskolhe (25)
and Chetna Burade (23) had
shifted to Nagpur two yvears
ago and did odd jobs for a liv-
ing. But they wanted big mon-
ey. Taking inspiration from a
crimeweb series, they hatched
an abduction and extortion
plan. After two months, they
zeroed down on a 23-vear-old
woman IT professional. Pos-
ing as National Investigation
Agency (NIA) sleuths, they in-
tercepted her at Hingna T-
point Wednesday morning.
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Pl I  C ARBON BLACK night, police said, reports Kangkan Kalita. Ahmedabad: A 23.year-old : ! In the evening, while re-
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Swapnil appeared and hopped
onto the victim's two-wheeler
holdinga gun. On Swapnil'sdi-
rections, the woman drove to

thereaf or against the Owner o has ; ; :

st nt;qpmumm o A Euro Exim Ltd Ans h u | . 93 102 93131 tomeet his personalexpenses.  substantial profits for investors the duo's rented accommoda-
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then, such Person, Bank, NEFC, financial Government of Jammu and Kashmir bama Securities Commission guaranteed nolossof their prin- side a room. The next day, the
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Readers are recommended to make
appropriate enquires and seek
appropriate advice before sending
money, incurring any expenses, acting
on medical recommendations or

JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
PHE MECHANICAL RURAL DIVISION,
SRINAGAR, KASHMIR.

Corrigendum

For E-NIT No. PHE/MRDI/TS/ 168 of
03/2024 DT: - 22-03-2024 published vide

(ASC), Pathvam Patel, who is al-
so known as Pat Patel and was
stayving in Alabama, was arrest-
ed on March 6, 2024, based on
ninecountsof securitieslaw vio-
lations. “The indictment alleges
that Patel sold in excess of
£4,00,000 in investment contracts

cipal amount, After receiving
the mvestors’ funds, Patel repre-
sented to certain investors that
they had to pay additional fees to
maintain their nvestments.
“Pate]l did not invest the inves-
tors’ funds as communicated to
them. Instead. he used them for

duo made the ransom call for
Rs 30 lakh in Bhojpuri using
Google Translate. When the
woman's father could not find
her, hefiled a police complaint.

On Friday, the woman came
outof the room to usethe wash-
room. She started shouting for

Wi sbastatuly. puriuciciuar 36d E: t::;ﬂ'::;gg;‘;ﬁ? F:mﬁ:;lgg?:.am: Nos: 2024 _PHE_247689_1, 2 & 3 are toatleast six investors. Patelrep- gambling on sporting events, help. Cops nearby rushed to the
ot oronery wah aveneimeel | CHANGE OF NAME | publication. The Times of India Group hereby cancelled. resented that he was associated personal expenses and paying : spot and nabbed both Chetna
byl A a4 doesn’t vouch for any claims made by No: PHE/MRDM313-17 Sd/- with Infinity Wealth Manage- other investors. Patel had no : andSwapnil. Thetwowere pro-
ownar in actal, pascetul and physical the Advertisers of products and Dated: 23032024 Eyecutive Engineer, ment, an investment advisory ability to guarantee that the in- : ducedbefore court on Saturday
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firm, which he claimed was reg-
istered with the US Securities

vestors would not lose their prin-
cipal (amount),” ASC added.

DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS SAMBA
“LOOK OUT NOTICE”

SHO P/S Bari Brahmana has intimated vide letter No 481/5-1/PSBB,
Dated 02-03-2024, that one lady namely Sonia Devi W/O Som Nath Rio
Bari Tehsil, Ban Brahmana, District Samba has been missing from the
market of Bari Brahmana. Her search was conducted but nol traced out till
date and her missing report has been entered at P/S Bari-Brahmana vide
DDR Neo 09 dated 27-02-2024. Through the medium of this LOOK OUT
NOTICE, it is informed to all the Police Establishments/General Public
that my information related to the missing lady may be communicated on

Surendra.Singh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Isro has received US’'s Avia
tion Week Laureates Award for its
achievements in the Chandrayaan-3 mis-
sion, which made India the first country
to land on Moon’s south pole on Aug 23
last vear In another accolade for the

which remanded them in po-
lice custody till March 27.

Isro gets US aviation award
for Chandrayaan-3 mission

following contacts :- : 5
9312633518 8130604727 1. PCRSamba-01923-246333, 9541649001 Space-agency Thieriatioat-ostronolnk
2. SSPSamba’semsilID:sspsamba@ikpolice.gov.n :t:al I;mr;rtn (TALT) wmkl]a T; gr?_lup for plane;i
ary system nomenclature has approve
PROPERTY: EEEEE{I&’}E"T & 4. SHOPSEBariBrahmana -94191-30824 _ the name ‘Station Shiv Shakti' for the The Chandrayaan-3 mission made India the
3 2 The description roll along with photograph of missing lady Is as landing site of Chandrayaan-3's lander. first country to land on Moon's south pole
9999499496 9811790649 ke dn : , Theapproval was given on March 19.
e Ha‘::‘“ > e g“mw Deputy ambassador at the Indian em- depicts the masculine (‘Shiva’) and femi-
) A;dr:ss s - E:n' Tehsil. Bari Brahmana bassy in the US, Sripriﬁ} Ranganathan ac- n_ine (‘Shakti") clua].ity'nf‘ _natm‘e: Landijlg
MATRIMONIAL: SHOPPING: District Samba cepted the award on Isro’s behalf, The Indi-  site of Chandrayaan-3's Vikram lander.
10298131 : 0312633518 Age :- 35 years an embassy later posted on X: “..The Soon after Chandrayaan-3's Vikram
931029813 Height - 5'-1"feet (approx) award noted Chandrayaan-3's landing at lander landed on the Moon's south pole on
e Complexion:-  Wheatish the lunar South Pole, its confirmation of Aug 23 last vear, PM Modi had on Aug 26,
SERVICES / EE"'“*‘: = E;‘?_J'h““d cutmark of Forehead the presence of water there, as well as the 2023 named the landing site *Shiv Shakti’.
LISINESS VEHICLES & TRAVEL: LHEI':EI._JEQE “ Hlidl and Dogri presence of sulfur nearby —all at a cost of According to Garzetteer, planetary no-
0312633518 ' Built :- Normal $75 million!” The gazetteer of planetary menclature,like terrestrial nomenclature,
9999499496 Clothes - Salwar Kameez nomenclature, on IALU’s recognition of the isusedtouniquely identify afeature on the

No. CB/Look/2024/ Sd/-

Dated - .03.2024
DIP No:DIPL-162T92323/032024

Samba.

Sr. Superintendent of Police,

name ‘Station Shiv Shakti’, stated, “Com-
pound word from Indian mythology that

surface of a planet or satellite so it can be
easily located, described, and discussed.
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Betting on hi-tech and the
whole genome to beat TB

Malathy.lyer@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Treating drug-re-
sistant tuberculosis has not
been easy as it could take
months to find out just how
many anti-TB drugs a patient
isresistant to. Thedelayed di-
agnosis would mean a delay
in starting the patient on the
right treatment that would
result in him/her spreading
the highly infectious bacte-
riaaround.

However, last week, the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) made the detection
process a bit easier by put-
ting out an advisory on a
single test that can rapidly
detect drug resistance to the
18-0dd drugs, including new
ones, used to treat TB. Inste-
ad of nine weeks that a tradi-
tional eulture test would take
to detect resistance to that
many drugs, the whole ge-
nome sequencing (WGS) wo-
uld take about two weeks,

BMC First

However, in Mumbai, doc-
torsinthe private sector have
been using WGS in an increa-
sing manner for the last year.

TIMES Special

The BMC, too, started a pilot
project on World TB Day 2023
using WGS to study samples
of 2,500 patients with drug-
resistant TH.

“Over 1,000 samples have
already been tested using
WGS,"” said BMC executive
health officer Dr Daksha
Shah. “The use of WGS or
next-generation WGS holdsa
lot of promise for a city such
as Mumbaiwheremulti-drug
resistance is an issue,” said
DrShah. The city already has
the infrastructure to carry
out sequencing in a big way:
[t has multiple private labs
and BMC itself has a state-of-
the-art gene lab in Kasturba
Hospital, Chinchpokli. WGS
is not only a good tool for sur-
veillance (to find disease pat-
terns in an area), it will also
detect which drug is the most
effective for the patient.

WGS Boomin 2 Years
Dr Anirvan Chatterjee of Ha-
ystack Analytics, which is
conducting the pilot project
for the BMC, said India has al-
ready moved into molecular
diagnostics (in which genom-
ic variants are detected) in a
bizg way “While we were
among the first to start WGS
for TB a few years back, there
areat leastl1slaboratories that
have published academic stu-
diesin thissphere inrecent ye-
ars,” said Dr Chatterjee. He sa-
id India would be at the fore-
front of WGS in the next two
vears. The only thing needed
right now is central health
authorities including WGS in
the national TB guidelines.

In the past two years, Ha-
ystack Analytics alone has

Tuberculosis (TB)

» Caused by bacteria
(mycobacterium
tuberculosis) and affects
the lungs more than

any other organ)

» |t spreads through the air
when people with lung TB
cough, sneeze or spit

» Every year, 10m people
fall ill with TB

» Despite being a
preventable and curable
disease, 1.5m people

die of TB each year—
making it the world's top
infectious killer

TB In Mumbai

(Jan-Dec)
Total cases
v

2022

65,747

(55,284 from Mumbai,
rest outside)

-ﬁ 2023
63,575
(50,206 from Mumbai,
rest outside)

1 TEST TO DETECT RESISTANCE TO 18 DRUGS

Boos ctice detects TB as well as
Tech t Current Pra - resistance against
» The World > Inmany countries, g single medicine
Health 1o s still diagnosed  (rifampicin)
Organisation I SPUTLI GANIDIES » But some TB germs
(WHO) said global (mucus coughed-up conid b recishant
efforts to combat | from the trachea to multiple drugs
75m lives a microscope » The method to find
since 2000 > This method lacks :glf?f"f ;‘;ﬁ;ﬁf
sensitivity and hence .
» On March 20, misses many TB cases resistant ta‘kes months
P > In 2013, WHO % 30, a it
SIERes ou the recgm mehded the use cannot be started on
use of a new class appropriate treatment
of diagnostic of Xpert MTB/RIF for immediately and
Rags initial TB diagnosis 3,
technologies: b therefore, remains
Targeted next- » Xpert MTB/RIF infectious
generation
whole genome M ™
sequencing » The genome is the genetic material
tests to quickly of an organism, its DNA
diagnose » It carries information necessary to
drug-resistant create and maintain the organism
tuberculosis (TB) -
» The genome of mycobacterium
tuberculosis is a sequence of 4m
Al letters called nucleotides .
How WGS Can Help
» WGS, alab » Doctors can identify
procedure, will reveal  the best treatment
the entire genome of regimen for the
an organism in one patient at the
process earliest and
» Instead of nine F'”.ml'.': health
weeks or more, specialists can find
WGS results take up resistance patterns
to 15 to 20 dﬂ}’ﬁ over an entire area

been able to analyse 15,000
samples from over 100 cities
across the country, “We have
tied up with national-level la-
boratories to provide the test
in the private sector at Rs
6,500," he said, adding that
the country already has the
capacity to carry out 1.5 lakh
WGS tests per month.

“It could be India's ge-
nomic moment as, given our
unigque public-private part-
nership in TB management,
we would have the largest
WGES TB data in the world
within a few years.”

For Difficult Cases

Pulmologists Dr Vikas Oswal
from Chembur has been
prescribing WGS for patients
who return with a re-infec-
tion, *“Many doctors now pre-
fer to simultaneously test the
patient with WGS and GeneX-
pert (a decade-old test that de-
tects resistance to one drug),”

he said. At present, in a city
such as Mumbai with a high
density of drug-resistant ca-
ses, GeneXpert 1s recommen-
ded for all patients in both the
public and private sectors.

Dr Oswal said he used
WGS for a patient who had to
travel from Pune because her
TB was progressing despite

being on medication for
months. “Poonam (name
changed) was diagnosed

with spine TB in her home-
town whenshe waspregnant,
and medicines seemed to
help her for the next few
months,” he said. However, a
couple of months after her
daughter was born, her con-
dition seemed to deteriorate.

“There was a time when
Poonam was in the ICU for 40
days, had a severe headache,
suffered a stroke and could not
get out of the bed,” said her
brother, who came from Pune
to consult Dr Oswal in Chem-

bur; “Time was crucial for Poo-
nami, so I asked the family to
conduct a WGS,” said the doc-
tor, The tests conducted at
Bengaluru-based MedGe-
nome showed that Poonam
was In pre-XDR stage (severe
drugresistance)and wasresis-
tant to five of the main drugs
given toher. She wasstartedon
a new combination of drugs
and “got out of the ICU in two
days”, said her brother.

MedGenome's Dr Gunis-
ha Pasrichasaid, “Wearesee-
ing an exponential rise in the
number of doctors recom-
mending WGS for patients.”
The new WHO recommenda-
tion is much needed, she sa-
id, because resistance to new
and repurposed drugs is gra-
dually increasing in the com-
munity. “It is important that
the National TB Elimination
Programme consider these
recommendations and imp-
lement them.”

Bharat Biotech begins clinical trials
of more effective TB vaccine in India

Swati.Bharadwayj
@timesgroup.com

Hvderabad: Bharat Biotech,
based in Hyderabad, has
started clinical trials of
MTBVAC, the world's first
Mycobacterium tuberculosis
vaccine derived from a hu-
man source, in India.

Theclinical trial will eval-
uate the vaccine’s safety, im-
munogenicity and efficacy, It
is being developed by Span-
ish biopharma player Biofa-
briincollaboration with Bha-
rat Biotech.

Sources said Bharat Bio-
tech will have exclusive global
manufacturing rights for the
live attenuated vaccine that is
being developed for newborns,
adolescents and adults.

MTBVAC is being devel-
oped as a more effective and
potentially longer-lasting vac-
cine than BCG vaccine, that is
over 100 vears old. [t will be for
newborns, as well as for the
prevention of TB in adults
and adolescents for whom

FIGHTING TB

» It's claimed to be world's
first Mycobacterium
tuberculosis vaccine (MTBVAC)
from a human source

» MTBVAC is considered

a more effective and
potentially longer-lasting
vaccine than the over
100-year-old BCG

» The live attenuated vaccine
is meant for newborns as well
as adolescents and adults

there is currently no effective
vaccine, sources said.

The existing BCG vaccine
is an attenuated variant of the
bovine TB pathogen and has
limited effect on pulmonary

TB, which is responsible for

the disease transmission.
Studying the safety, immu-
nogenicity and efficacy of
MTBVAC in the most populat-
ed country in the world and
one with the highest number
of TB cases is key to continue
the advancement of the vac-

MTBVAC is currently
the only TB vaccine
undergoing clinical
trials basedona
genetically
modified form of
Mycobacterium
tuberculosis, that,
unlike BCG, contains
all the antigens
present in strains
that infect humans

cine, which has undergone
over three decades of research.

Biotabri CEQ Esteban Ro-
driguez called it a “giant step
to test in adults and adoles-
cents in the country where
28% of the world's TB cases
accumulate”,

Terming the clinical
trials in India as a big step in
the goal to develop TB vac-
cines to prevent the life-
threatening disease in adults
and adolescents, Bharat Bio-
tech executive chairman Dr

Citizenship Act supersedes passport rules: HC

New Delhi: Delhi HC has
noted that Citizenship Act of
1955 supersedes provisions
outlined in Passport Manual
of 2020. The HC underlined
that a subordinate legislation
cannot override primary leg-
islation. Justice Subrama-
niam Prasad passed the order
recently on a plea by two mi-
nor children challenging the
authorities’ decision to re-
voke their Indian passports
and refusal to reissue them.
The children, born to Indi-

an parents wholater migrated
to the US, sought the court’s
intervention to get the author-
ities to 1ssue them Indian
passports free of charge. The
plea highlighted that their fa-
ther had selected to retain his
Indian citizenship, while
their motheracquired US citi-
zenship under Section 9 of
the Citizenship Act.

In its verdict in favour of
the children, HC made it clear
that they fulfilled the criteria
outlined in Section 4(1XA) of

Citizenship Act, which stipu-
lates that a minor holding citi-
zenship of India and another
country must renounce one of
them within six months of re-
aching adulthood to retain the
Indian citizenship.

“The Passport Manual is
at variance with Section 4 of
Citizenship Act, which will
undoubtedly prevail over Pas-
sport Manual. It is clear that
subordinate legislation can-
not override the parent legis-
lation,” the court said. tnn

Krishna Ella said, “Our quest
for a more effective vaccine
against TB received a big
boost todav, with clinical
trials in India.”

MTBVAC is currently the
only TB vaccine undergoing
clinical trials based on a ge-
netically modified form of
the pathogen, Mycobacteri-
um tuberculosis, that, unlike
BCG, contains all the anti-
gens present in strains that
infect humans.

The vaccine was devel-
oped in Spain’s University of

Mughal emperors celebrated Holi as
Eid-e-Gulabi, says ASI ex-director

Deepak.Lavania@timesgroup.com

Agra: Unlike popular perception that
Holi is a festival of Hindus, Muslims,
too, had been celebrating the festival
with fervour over the centuries, espe-
cially during Mughal times,

According to former regional direc-
tor of Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI]) and Padma Shri awardee KK Mu-
hammed, Holi was celebrated like Eid
at Agra Fort and Red Fort in Delhi.

“It was called Eid-e-Gulabi (pink
Eid) or Aab-e-Pashi (shower of colour-
ful flowers),” he said.

He added that Abul Fazl wrote in his
work Ain-i-Akbari that the Mughal em-
peror used to collect beautiful water
guns (pichkaris) of different sizes
throughout the year and awaited the
festival of colours with excitement, Mu-
hammed told TOI that “this used to be
oneof therareoccasions whenemperor
Akbar would come out from his fort
in Agra and play Holi with even the
comimon people”.

In Tuzuk-e-Jahangiri, emperor Ja-
hangir mentions that he playved Holi ac-
tivelv and organised gatherings that
were known as ‘Mehfil-e-Holi'. Paint-
ings of Jahangir playing Holi with his
wife Noor Jahan, have been done by
many artistslike Govardhanand Rasik.

In an interesting painting, Mughal

Mughal emperor Jahangir playing Holi.

Abul Fazl wrote in his work Ain-i-Akbari that
the emperor used to collect beautiful water
guns (pichkaris) of different sizes throughout
the year and waited for the festival of
colours with excitement

emperor Mohammed Shah Rangila is
shown running around the palace with
his wife following him with a pichkari.
Under the pen name ‘Sadarang’, Rang-
ila through this composition vividly de-
scribes the scenes of Holi, Last Mughal

emperor, Bahadur Shah Zafar, whose
Holi phags (songs) are relished even to-
day, allowed his Hindu ministers to
tinge his forehead with gulal each yvear.

Throwing more light on the subject,
historian Raj Kishore Raje, writer of
‘Tavarikh- E-Agra’, a book based on the
history of Agra, said, "Holi was cele-
brated in Agra Fortduring thereignsof
Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan. The
practice was continued by their succes-
sors, excluding Aurangzeb Alamgir. Ba-
hadur Shah Zafar was another Mughal
ruler who loved to celebrate the festival
with the Hindu community.”

“Not just emperors, Sufi poets used
this festival as an opportunity to propa-
gate the message of brotherhood.
Sufisaint Sayyid Abdullah Shah Qadri,
popularly known as Baba Bulleh
Shah, equally revered in India and Pa-
kistan, wrote ‘Hori khelungi, keh Bis-
millah; Nam nabi ki ratan chadi, boond
padi Allah; Rang rangeeli ohi Khilave,
jis seekhi ho fanaa fi Allah’ (I will play
Holi, while saying Bismillah; like a
preciousstone in Prophet’s name, every
drop falls with the rhythm of Allah, on-
Iv he who has learnt to lose himself i
n Allah, may play with these colours),”
said Ali Nadeem Rezavi, general
secretary of Indian History Congress
and senior professor at the Aligarh
Muslim University.

3 fishermen
drown in Tripura
lake during
storm, 1 missing

Agartala: Three fishermen
drowned in Dumboor Lake,
Tripura's biggest water tou-
rism spot in Gomati district,
during a storm on Saturday.
Another fisherman is feared
dead, reports Biswendu Bhat-
tacharjee. Police on Sunday
initiated amassive search oper-
ation. They recovered the body
of Hari Das and later of two
more fishermen. Search oper-
ation is on for the fourth mis-
sing person, police said.
Allfourare from MR Das pa-
rain Dhalaidistrictand went to
the lake together around
9.30pm for fishing. They took
shelter in the middle of the
lake, but the wind was too
strong which is why they pre-
sumably drowned, police said.
“l convey my condolence
to the bereaved families and
govt will stand by the victims'
family in this difficult time,”
sald Tripura CM Manik Saha.

in force, after they were
found in an
condition while examin-
ing a child at Pulgaon ru-
ral hospital, police said,
reports Soumitra Bose.

Dr Pravesh Dhamane
and Dr Maniklal Raut were
found “reeking of alcohol™
on duty and a bottle con-
taining around 180ml1 left-
over liqguor was recovered
from their car, police said.
Various sections of Maha-
rashtra Prohibition Act
have been invoked against
them. Their blood samples
have been collected and
sent for testing to Regional
Forensic Science Labora-
tory in Nagpur:

Sources said the inci-
dent occurred on Thurs-
dayv. Thechild’sfamilyand

inebriated

police  reached

action,” she said.

room. A mob gathered at
the hospital by the time
there,
sources said, adding the
offence was registered on
Thursday night. A video
of the incident also went
viral on social media.
Probationary IPS offi-
cer Rahul Chavan, hold-
ing charge as Pulgaon
SDPO, said while offence
has been registered, the
state health department
would be informed.
Deputy director of
health services Dr Kan-
chan Wanere said an inqui-
ry has been initiated under
assistant director of medi-
cal services Dr Pramod Ga-
vai. “Weare waiting for the
report to initiate further

2 govt docs ‘reeking of = ‘Shoddy probe’,
alcohol’ at hospitalin ~ Says father of
dry Wardha booked

Nagpur: Twogovtdoctors

~ kids murdered
. inBudaun

friends were furious on

have been booked in Mah- finding the doctors Bareilly: The man whose two
arashtra’s Wardha dis- drunk. They alerted minorsons were Killed by a sa-
trict, where prohibitionis Wardha police control lon owner in UP's Budaun last

Tuesday set his bike on fire
and threatened to immolate
himself on Sunday, demand-
ing answers to why his chil-
dren were Killed and protest-
ing “shoddy police investiga-
tion"” inthe case, reports Kan-
wardeep Singh.

Vinod Kumar, a 40-year-old
contractor said, 1 am not con-
cerned with the encounter of
the accused or the arrest of
the second accused. All I want
to know is why were my chil-
dren killed.”

Officials claimed they re-
sponded swiftly and assured
Kumar that a thorough inves-
tigation was in progress.

Meanwhile, SHO Gaurav
Vishnoi refuted claims of Ku-
mar attempting self-immaola-
tion, attributing his actions to
a “severe bout of depression”™.

Zaragoza's laboratory in

collaboration with Dr Bri-
gitte Gicquel of the Pasteur

[nstitute in Paris. Biofabri is
Zaragoza Universitv's indus-
trial partner,

The vaccine has recently

completed a Phase-2 dose

finding trial. A double-blind,

controlled Phase-3 clinical

trial in newborns was started
in 2023 in South Africa, Mada-
gascar and Senegal to com-
pare it with the only TB vac-
cine inuse, the BCG vaccine.

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS
(D] CORRIGENDUM ==

Mo, PCMM/CLWHWH/E-Procurement!
CORRIGENDUM/24/06 Dnted:
21.03.2024. The following Corrigendum of
E-Tender's is for supply of materials
for manufaciure of Electric Locomoiive.
The Prospective/likely supplicers

are requested to look up the website
wiww.ireps.eov.in for detailed instructions.,
These are E-Tenders only electronic offer
bids shall be accepted. SL No.: [01], Tender
Motice no.: 51 Mo, 035 of PCMM/CLW/
HWH/E-Procurement/24/12 Dated:
27022024, Tender No.: 14242566, Tender
Opening Date; Tender Opening Date i2 1o
be read as "09/04/2024" instead of existing
I:Htl':r'.
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PCMM/CLW Howrah

Lok as an: www. ncelsok. com/clwrunlwavs
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On the occasion of World TB Day

All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi

PUBLIC LECTURE & PANEL DISCUSSION ON

Prevention from TB, Treatment & Role of Nutrition
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Moderator
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All are cordially invited
(Please take your seat by 3:45 PM)

Programme will also be live streamed on YouTube AlIMS Channel
hitps:/lyoutube.com/live/O14vkN2o0Y-Q ?feature=share

~,

N

-

Parking available at Multi Level Underground Parking (Near Masjid Moth Campus, AIIMS)

Media & Protocol Division, AlIMS, New Delhi
Ph: 011- 26593400, 26593514, 26549131

Please join for tea after the lecture

For more information please contact:

CBC 17112/12/0043/2324
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JD(U) releases list of 16, drops

2 MPs, picks pair of turncoats

Party’s Nominations Mirror Findings Of Bihar Caste Survey

Manoj.Chaurasia
@timesgroup.com

Patna: Bihar CM Nitish Ku-
mar's JD(U) dropped two sit-
ting MPs and picked a pair of
turncoats, both of whom
joined the party recently, ina
list of 16 Lok Sabha ecandi-
dates announced on Sunday.
Former MP and gangster-
politician Anand Mohan's
wife, Lovely Anand, was
fielded in the Sheohar seat
within days of jumping ship.
VijayalaxmiDevi, whojoined
JD(U)Y on Saturdav, got the
ticket for Siwan.
JD(U)fielded Bihar legisla-
tive council chairperson De-
vesh Chandra Thakur in Sita-
marhi in place of sitting MP
sunil K Pintu, who had been
critical of CM Nitish after the
latter parted ways with BJP in
August 2022 to form a new govt
with RJD and Congress.
While Nitish is now back
NDA, Pintu's outburst

JD(U) leaders release party’s list of LS candldates in Patna on Sunday

seems to have cost him a tick-
et for re-election.

“We have selected the can-
didates after much delibera-
tions. All our candidates will
emerge victorious,” said
BJP’s national vice-president
Vashishtha Narayan Singh.
who announced the names.

JINU)Y's list suggests the
party and its partner BJP have

given weightage to caste while
selecting the candidates. The
list mirrors the findings of the
caste survey in Bihar that
identified extremely back-
ward classes (EBCs) and other
backward classes (OBCs) as
the largest social groups in the
state. The two communities to-
gether account for 63% of Bi-
har’s population.

Of the 16 candidates field-
ed by JD(U), 11 represent
these two groups.

The party chose Alok Ku-
mar Suman for the Gopalganj
gseat, which is reserved for
Scheduled Castes.

Three candidates repre-
sent the upper castes — Rajiv
Ranjan, alias Lalan Singh
(Munger), Devesh Thakur
(Sitamarhi) and Lovely (She-
ohar). The list includes alone
Muslim candidate.

Some of the contenders
who made the cut are Sunil
Kumar (Valmiki Nagar),
Ramprit Mandal (Jhanjhar-
pur), Dileshwar Kamat (Su-
paul), Mujahid Alam (Kish-
anganj), Dulalchandra Gos-
wami (Katihar), Santosh Ku-
mar (Purnia), Dinesh
Chandra Yadav (Madhepu-
ra), Ajay Kumar Mandal
{Bhagalpur) Giridhari Yadav
(Banka), Kaushlendra Eu-
mar (Nalanda), and Chan-
deshwar Prasad{Jehanabad).

DMK mantri’s rant against
PM, Sanatan draws BJP fire

Day after raids,
Mahua asks EC
for poll curbs on -
central agencies

Kolkata: Trinamool’s Krish-
nanagar candidate Mahua
Moitra filed a complaint with
Election Commission on Sun-
day, alleging that the CBlraids
on her home and election of-
fices after the model code of
conduct kicked in were noth-
ing but an attempt to “throt-
tle” her campaign.

Moitra urged the poll panel
to issue or create guidelines for
central agencies till the model
code of conduct remains in
force, barring them from “coer-
civeaction” against candidates
and other political leaders.

She said the CBI search of
her home yielded nothing,
proving it was a smear cam-
paign to benefit her political
opponent. Such a ploy, she
sald, runscontrary to EC's ob-
jective of providing a “level-
playing field” to all parties.

Moitra was disqualified
from Parliament last vear. tum

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Lashing out at
the INDIA bloc for making
derogatory remarks against
PM Modiand ‘Sanatan Dhar-
ma’, BJP leader Anurag Tha-
kur demanded an apology
forthedisparaging comment
made by Tamil Nadu minis-
ter Anitha R Radhakrishnan
and questioned the silence
of senior Congress leaders.
BJP said it would ap-
proach the EC seekingaction
against Radhakrishnan af-
ter he used expletives
against Modiatapublicrally
Calling DMK MP Kanimozhi
a pseudo-feminist as she was
on the stage and did not pro-
test, BJP leaders shared the
clipon social media in which
the minister purportedly
nsed an expletive in Tamil.
Criticising Congress's
“hateful” politics and con-
trasting it with BJP's “com-
mitment to development”,

Every time the opposition hurled
abuses at the PM, he emerged
more popular, Thakur said

Thakur slammed Radhak-
rishnan for his “nauseating
act”. “Yesterday, one minis-
ter of the INDI Alliance, in
frontof afemaleleaderof his
party, used very derogatory
remarks inavery objectiona-
ble language for the prime
minister of the country. The
words he used for the most
popular leader in the world
are condemnable and there
is no place for such things in
a democracy. Derogatory
comments against the PM
are objectionable. Democra-
cy has no place for such abu-

sive language. INDI must
apologise for its minister’s
abusive comment. Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and
Mallikarjun Kharge are si-
lent on the incident. It proves
they are trying to end Sana-
tan,” Thakur said.

K Annamalai, BJP's state
chief, claimed that DMK
leaders had reached a new
low in their “uncouth beha-
viour” and said BJP would
take up the matter with the
EC and the state police chief
seekingthe “strictestaction”
against Radhakrishnan.

Stating that every time
the opposition hurled abuses
at the PM, he emerged more
popular, Thakur  said.
“When destruction befalls
man, it is the conscience
which dies first. The con-
science of those in INDI Alli-
ance is dead.” He added that
the number of abuses hurled
at Modi by opposition lead-
ers had reached 120.

Cong ex-MP & industrialist
Jindal joins BJP bags tlcket

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: BJP on Sunday
decided to field Naveen Jin-
dal, who heads steel and pow-
er giant JSPL, from Kuruksh-
etra, hours after he switched
over to the saffron party.

Jindal —an accused inthe
coal scam, which was a key
election issue for BJP in 2014
— was twice elected to Lok
Sabha from Kurukshetra. In
2014, he had finished third
when BJP’s Raj Kumar Saini
won, and was not fielded by
Congress in the 2019 polls.

The yvoungest son of OP
Jindal, he serves as chair-
man of Jindal Steel and Pow-
er Ltd (JSPL) and also leads
lobby group Indian Steel As-
sociation. A keen polo player,
Naveen Jindal is credited
with ensuring that restric-
tions on flying the Tricolour
were eased. His father was
power minister in Harvana
govt, while mother Savitri
Jindal also served as minis-
ter in the state till 2014.

Apart from being an ac-
cused in three ‘Coalgate’
cases, his company JSPL was
also being probed by the En-
forcement Directorate for for-
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Steel magnate Naveen Jindal being welcomed by BJP general secretary
Vinod Tawde in New Delhi on Sunday. Jindal, an accused in the coal
scam, was twice elected to Lok Sabha from Kurukshetra

eign exchange related viola-
tions. In 2015, govt had also
cancelled two coal blocks allo-
cated to JSPL during an auc-
tion suspecting bid rigging.

Although there was a
buzz of his joining BJP the
move 18 a setback for Con-
oress as he was seen to be
close to Rahul Gandhi, the
former party president.

“I represented Congress
Party in Parliament as MP
from Kurukshetra for 10
vears. | thank the Congress
leadership and the then PM

Manmohan Singh. Today 1
am resigning from the pri-
mary membership of the
Congress Party,” said Jindal
on social media before mak-
ing the switch. The business-
man said he wants to contrib-
ute to PM Narendra Modi's
‘Viksit Bharat' dream.
Jindal joined BJP in the
presence of its general secre-
tary Vinod Tawde, who said
the steel tycoon's presence in
the party will help govt's
agenda of boosting the coun-
trv's economy and prosperity.

After being

. denied LS ticket,
MDMK MP tries

to kill himself

Times News NETWORK

Erode: Sitting Tamil Nadu
MP A Ganeshamoorthv of
MDMEK was in critical condi-
tion after purportedly at-
tempting suicide at his home
on Sunday, triggering specula-
tionthat hetried toend his life
over being denied a ticket to
seek re-election from Erode.
A family member told TOI
that Ganeshamoorthy, 76,
started vomiting and com-
plained of uneasiness around

A family member said
that Ganeshamoorthy,
76, had ‘consumed
insecticide-laced water'

10.15am. “He told us that he
has consumed insecticide-
laced water.”

The three-time MP was
hospitalised in Erode, from
where he was referred toa pri-
vate hospital in Coimbatore at
around 2.30pm. Till late on
Sunday, there was no state-
ment from MDME on Ganesh-
amoorthy being disheartened
about not being fielded in
Erode for the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections.

OPPONENTS TURN ALLIES FOR ‘PALM SUNDAY’

PTI

Union minister & BJP candidate Rajeev Chandrasekhar greets Congress candidate Shashi Tharoor on the
occasion of ‘Palm Sunday' in Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday

After backlash,
Cong drops
Jaipur pick

Sunil Sharma

Times News NETWORK

Jaipur: Days after a contro-
versy erupted over the candi-
dature of Congress’'s Sunil
Sharma from the Jaipur Lok
Sabha seat, the party on Sun-
day replaced him with former
minister Pratap Singh Kha-
chariyawas as the party’'s new
nominee fromJaipur.
Sharma’s candidature, de-
spite his reported association
with ‘'TheJaipur Dialogues’, a
platform for “right-thinking
people”™ that frequently in-
dulged in criticising the Con-
gress first family had trig-
gered surprise and sharp re-

Team TOI

aramati is set to wit-

ness one of most

interesting poll bat-

tles in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election, with Supri-
va Sule, the three-time MP
from the constituency, pit-
ted against her sister-in-law
Sunetra Pawar, whose can-
didature is almost certain.
Sule, the working president
of the NCP (Sharadchandra
Pawar), said the BJP had to
field ‘a Pawar against a Pa-
war' to make a dent on vet-
eran leader Sharad Pawar's
home turf. She recently
visited TOI's office in Pune
where, during an interview,
she said if’ her ideology was
not strong, she would have

The Interview
KEY PLAYER

been a cabinet minister in
2017 (that is, during Nar-
endra Modi's first term as
PM). She did not go into de-
tails. She also said the pos-
sibility of reconciliation
with cousin Ajit Pawar is
unlikely Excerpts:

Q. Does the party's
split hurt emotionally
and politically?

Supriva Sule: Time is
the biggest healer: | cannot
sit and crv over things that
happened in the past. I have
moved on. It is really over-
whelming to see the sup-
port that my party and [ get
from the people. Politically,
I feel a sense of responsibil-
ity People listen with a lot
of expectation, and I feel
that I should not let them
down. It is not a personal
battle anymore. We are in
politics to serve people.

Q. Any possibility of
reconciliation with Ajit
Pawar?

Sule: When one makes
a mistake once (Ajit Pawar
joined the BJP and was
sworn in deputy CM in
2019), it is understandable,
but if he keeps making the
same mistake again and
again, it is not a mistake but
a choice. There is no prob-
ability (of reconciliation

There is no probability
(of reconciliation with Ajit
Pawar). That ship has sailed

‘I could’ve been a cabinet minister
in 2017, but I chose the harder path’

Ajit Pawar (in 2019), I had
the option (to go with the
BJP), but I have chosen the
harder path.

Q. The opposition
admits that it failed to
market its development
works done before 2014.
Your opinion...

Sule: Perhaps we are
not communicating it
well, but do not forget that

INHITA, BAJPY

— Supriya Sule | BARAMATI MP & WORKING
PRESIDENT, NCP (SHARADCHANDRA PAWAR)

with Ajit Pawar). That ship
has sailed. Now he (Ajit Pa-
war) has his organisation
and we have ours. But, I
bear no grudge. The others
(from Ajit Pawar's party
members) are still in touch
with me and I meet many of
them sociallv | even speak
to Narendra Modiji and
Amit Shahji when we meet
in Parliament.

Q. Any communica-
tion with Ajit Pawar af-
ter the split?

Sule: I am happy to talk
to him. He has to respond,
but he does not.

. How has senior Pa-
war personally reacted
to the split in the NCP
and family?

Sule: He (Sharad Pa-
war) is the same person in
his personal life as he is
in public life. He does not
dwell on the past. He ac-
cepts the present situation
immediately and moves on.
He is practical, which helps
him in decision-making.

Q. Was Sharad Pawar
aware of Ajit Pawar's
oath ceremony in 20197

Sule: We never denied
that we were in a dialogue
with the BJP but a dia-
logue and an oath ceremony
are two entirely different
things. It does not give you
any authority to close the
deal. If we had supported
the oath ceremony (in 2019),
why would we have taken
him (Ajit Pawar) back?
What happened in 2023
would have happened in
2019, If Sharad Pawar had
supported that oath ceremo-
ny, why did we fight back?
Were negotiations on (with
BJP)? Yes. Were we consid-
ering it? Yes. But, were we
told about the oath? The
answer is: 'No.' It we had
supported it, we would have
also gone with him.

Q. Why did vour party
consider joining hands
with the BJP in 20197

Sule: Since the offer
came to us from them,
what was the harm in con-
sidering it? However, if my
idenlogy was not strong, I
would have been a cabinet
minister in 2017. I had the
option then, and even with

many of our leaders are
part of the present govt.
Many were poached by this
govt. Thev had slogans like
'‘Congress Mukt Bharat' but
now there are more Con-
gress leaders in the BJP
than in the Congress.

. How would vou
rate the UPA and NDA
regimes?

Sule: TPA-1 was the
golden period in both dec-
ades. UPA-2 had the first two
okay vears, but then things
went hayvwire after the CAG
reports. Modiji spent five
vears taking forward the de-
cisions of UPA govt in NDA-
1. However, in NDA-2, the
BJP has gone completely
astray The BJP that [ was
fond of was an idealistic or-
ganisation with intellectual
leaders, but BJP 2.0 is com-
pletely different.

Q. Ajit Pawar will be
on the other side in Bar-
amati this time. Is it a
challenge?

Sule: It is a challenge
as well as an opportunity. I
am confident of my perfor-
mance. Even Parliament re-
cords state that 1 am a high
performer; which the par-
liamentary affairs minis-
try also acknowledges. My
development work is on my
website and I am not facing
any corruption charges. 1
tick every box for an MP.

60 SECONDS WITH SULE

Scan this

OR Code

to watch a

VIDEO of S,
Supriya Sule [Elth
talk about her favourite
hobby, author and what
she would've done if she
wasn't a politician

2keyanti-CAA - (Cash-hit K’taka Cong

pins hopes on netas
-~ to foot kin’s poll bllls

figures in Assam
come together
for poll meet

Dibrugarh: Akhil Gogoi,
president of Raijor Dal and
MLA from Sivasagar, took to
streets of Moran town in Di-
brugarh district on Sunday to
campaign for Lurinjyoti Gogoi,
who is standing from Dibru-
garh in general elections on As-
sam Jativa Parishad (AJP)
ticket, reports Rajib Dutta.

The two prominent fisures
of the anti-CAA movement in
the state, Akhil and Lurinjyoti,
walked side by sideengagingin
conversations with locals, and
showcasing a unified front.

The campaign received an
overwhelming response from
residents, who gathered in
large numbers to hear the two
men speak. Local shopkeepers,
vendors, and the youth were
seen enthusiastically listening
to and pledging their support
for the AJP candidate,

Akhil, knownforhisgrass-
roots activism and vocal criti-
cism of the incumbent govt,
brought hisfieryenergy tothe
campaign trail as heurged the
people of Moran town to rally
behind Lurinjyoti and AJP.

“Lurinjyoti represents new
hope for Assam. I urge vou {o
support him. It is high time
that we stand together and
fight for our rights,” he said.

Pallavi Dempo 1st
woman in Goa to
get BJP LS ticket

Panaji: One of the most influ-
ential businessfamilies of Goa,
the Dempos, have entered the
poll frav with BJP on Sunday
giving the South Goa ticket to
group director and chairman

shrinivas Dempo’s wife Palla- :

vi, reports Murari Shetve.

This is the first time in
Goa’s poll history that BJP has
picked a woman candidate for
Lok Sabha polls. Dempos’ foray
into the rough and tumble of
political life comes over &0
vears after Vaikunthrao Sinai
Dempo, Shrinivas’s great un-
cle, contested thefirst assembly
polls in 1963 after Goa’s Liber-
ationona Congress ticket.

BJP’s decision to pick a
woman candidate over itsparty
cadre comes after a nudge from
PM Modi and the failure of the
state unit to present a winnable
face, who would be able to pull
the weight over and above the
party’s vote bank.

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Congress nom-
inate sons, daughters and
relatives of top functionar-
ies and ministers in Karna-
taka for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions may have come in for
severe flak, but sources sug-
gest it is a shrewd move giv-
en the serious financial
crunch the party is facing.
Of the 24 candidates named
so far, eight are close rela-
tives of ministersandanoth-
er four of top functionaries.

The party had initially

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah
said that the party adhered to
‘people’s opinions' while
picking nominees

sponsible for losses .

“The
leadership has given district
in-charge ministers the re-
sponsibility of ensuring win
for their kin and the party”

actions from within the party,
including from former Union
minister Shashi Tharoor.
Guoting Sharma’s tweet
where he had called Tharoor
“Rahul Gandhi with a thesau-
rus he stole trom a library on
his way out!”, Tharoor had
made his surprise over Shar-
ma’s candidature public. “He
must have undergone some
sortof Paulineepiphany onthe
road to 24 Akbar! This is just
one of several dozen tweets
from his handle attacking me,”
Tharoor said on social media.
Though Sharma denied be-
ing associated with the contro-
versial platform or its anti-
Congress content, his candida-
ture also saw a backlash from
Congress workers and support-
ers, who demanded that the
party should reconsider its de-
cision tofield him from Jaipur.
Sharma’s replacement,
Pratap Singh Khacharivawas,
a prominent leader of the Con-
gress and former minister in

planned to field ministers
themselves, but the move
was met with stiff resist-
ance. Also, the possibility
of creating several vacan-
cies in assembly segments
and hance giving BJP the
chance to topple the govt
through ‘Operation Lotus’
prompted the party tosettle
for kin of these ministers.
Now, Congress is facing
allegations of dynastic pol-
itics, but functionaries say
the party is hoping seniors
will foot the campaigning
bill of their kin. Moreover,
ministers in charge of dis-
tricts will now be held re-

saild a senior functionarv
“An added insurance is that
they will spend serious time
and money on polls.”
Theleadershipishoping
that it will ease the “finan-
cial burden™ on the party.
“We expect they will raise
funds locally and not be de-
pendent on the party which
is facing a serious financial
crunch after its bank ac-
counts were frozen,” said a
party functionary.
Karnataka CM Siddara-
maiah continued to toe the
official line that the partv ad-
hered to “people’s opinions™
while picking nominees,

the Ashok Gehlot govt was
pressed into service even
though it was widely believed
that Khacharivawas was not
keen to contest. He had lost the
2023 assembly polls to debutant
BJP candidate Gopal Sharma.
On Sunday, Congress also
nominated Murari Lal Mee-
na, a Sachin Pilot loyalist and
the party's sitting Dausa leg-
islator, to contest from the
Dausa Lok Sabha seat. In 2003,
Meena contested from Bandi-
kui on a BSP ticket and won
the polls. He later joined the
Congress and shifted to Dau-
sa, from where he had won the
assemblv polls twice.

Cong vows SC/ST/0BC quota
in private higher edu institutes

Subodh.Ghildiyal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Congress will in-
troduce reservation for back-
ward classes in private insti-
tutions of higher learning in
line with quotas in force in
govt institutions, with the
party manifesto set to prom-
ise a clutch of affirmative ac-
tion plans catering to Dalits
and Mandal groups.

The party’s 2024 election
manifesto states that if voted
to power, Congress will bring
legislation to introduce SC/
sT/0BC quotas in gradua-
tion and post-graduation
courses in private universi-
ties. While the Congress-led
UPA govt had introduced the
93rd constitutional amend-
ment to enable quotas for
OBCs as well as SC/STs in
public and private institu-

tions, the enabling Act limit-
ed it to introducing OBC res-
ervation in govt's higheredu-
cation institutions, which ex-
tended Mandal reservations
to lI'Ts and ITMs, sources said.

Now, Congress will go a
stepfurther and promise that
it will bring a law in Parlia-
ment to extend caste reserva-
tionsforall backward classes
in private universities. This
would be a novel social jus-
tice move in view of the pro-
liferation of the private sec-

tor in education, with univer-
sities run by private bodies
coming up in large numbers
tomake up for the shortfall in
intake capacity.

The idea during the UPA,
sources recalled, was appar-
ently to extend guota frontiers
to the private educational sec-
tor; but the Centre had balked
in view of the controversy
triggered by the move to im-
plement 27% OBC quota in
ITTs and TITIMs among others.

As per sources, the mani-
festo is also set to take a major
policy step with the objective
of promoting greater intake of
SC/ST/0OBCs in private firms.
The party is in favour of set-
ting up a “diversity commis-
sion” that would be mandated
with “measuring, monitoring
and promoting” diversity in
public and private firms and
educational institutions.
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How Typewriters Are Charming Their Way Back Into The

NOLAN, THE
SCRIPT-TYPER

This year's Oscar-winner,
‘Oppenheimer’ director
Christopher Nolan, a con-
fessed "Luddite’ (an individual
who prefers not to use new
technologies), is reported to
type out the original idea for
his movies on his father's old
typewriter as well as a com-
puter that has no internet

= KEY HITS

Before Independence,
there were no manu-
facturers of typewrit-
~ersin India. More than
20 international brands
marketed their brands
here and drove sales

After 1947, govt issued
an order to manufactur-
ers that unless they
collaborated with India,
they would not be al-
lowed to operate

The American brand
Remington was the
first to collaborate with
India to manufacture

Muskaan.Ahmed@timesgroup.com

t the Old Curiosity
Shop in Chennai, vou
cannot just buy a
typewriter, you have
toearn it. You have to
convince Lateef Mohamad of your
genuine appreciation and reverence
for the instrument. *Unless I'm con-
vinced about a customer's sinceritv
towards typewriters and am confi-
dent they are not merely looking to
‘buy’ something because they can,
I don't give them anvthing,”
says the antique store own-
er, who has more than 150
tvpewriters of varying
vintage on his shelves,

Of late, say Lateef
and other antique store own-
ers, ‘genuine’ enthusiasts
are streaming in, mostly
voung adults and vintage b |
enthusiasts, who are redis-
coveringthecharmof typewrit- ers,
Alongside Lateef, several typewrit-
er collectors, preservers and guard-
ians of typewriter heritage are
constantly working towards keep-
ing the art alive.

As a part of his collection, La-
teef has a variety of Hermes, Rem-
ington Rand 1910, Remington Silent,
Brother, and Blinkensderfer, some
rescued from scrap collectors, oth-

ers gifted by visi-

tors. “I have an

f Urdu and Eng-

s lish newspa-

per tvpewrit-
er with a
broad platen,
which was
used to

make newspapers in the early 1910s.
These are two of the rarest I own. |
also have a cursive English type-
writer and one with the English
keyboard QWERTZ, which came
hefore the more well-known QW-
ERTY.”

In New Delhi, Rajesh Patla, who
runs Universal Typewriter Com-
pany, a 112-year-old typewriter sales
and preservation business, says he
1s surprised at the number of people

who want to use a typewriter. “In
this digital age, where you can eas-
ily get distracted by looking some-
thing up on vour computer, young-
sters prefer using typewriters.
Many of them call me after amonth
or two of buying a typewriter, say-
ing they were able to finish their
script or a novel they had been
working on at a much faster pace.
And since there is no room for error,
unlike the backspace option on our
computer kevboards, they are more
focused,” he says.

Keertana G Krishna, a first-year
MA English student, decided to buy
a typewriter two years ago for per-
sonal correspondence. *People love
the typewritten letters and notes I
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website and has some of the rarest
ones too like the Hermes (Baby
maodel), which 1s said to be one of
the smallest and lightest to ever be
produced. Made in Switzerland in
1959, it weighs only 1.8kg. “T have a
125-vear-old Corona machine, which
has a three-line kevboard. I also
have typewriters in regional lan-
guages such as Tamil, Malayalam,
Kannada, Urdu, Gujarati, Hindi,
Punjabi and Bengali as well as a
Russian keyvboard.”

Talking about the restoration
process, the 71-vear-old says
he ‘cannibalises’ a typewrit-
er for the parts he cannot

find. “It 1s the process of

fitting parts of one type-
writer to the other if
those parts cannot be made or
found at all.”

Though he gets enthusiasts from
around the world looking to add to
their collection — for example, last
year, he had a French couple buy a
Hindi typewriter for their typewrit-
er museum in Paris —Rajesh says
most of his regular buyers are from
typing institutes in Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, and Karnataka, states that
still promote typewriting.

M Murali, who runs a typewrit-
ing institute in Chen-
nai, says, “We keep
thinking that enrol-
ment may dip but
every yedl We see
more people signing
up for classes. We
get IT profes-
sionals, engi-
neers, and
govt job as-
pirants
enrolling
them-
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selves to pass the speed test at their
job interviews,” he says. “Since
juniors are supposed to type at a
speed of 30 words a minute, seniors
45 words a minute, and the higher
levels at 60 words a minute, their
tvping speed increases as they ad-
vance to the other levels. That's why
many people join the course and
learn it in two to six months.”

The number of typewriter me-
chanics, however, is dwindling.
“There are only a handful who can
be trusted to get the job done,” says
Murali. Since there are no manufac-
turers anymore, getting spare parts
1s not all that easy, but I Dhayalan,
a 60-year-old mechanic, knows where
to get them. “I've been repairing
typewriters for more than 45 years
now, and know where to source the
parts, which 1s mostly Delhi. But the
vouth should learn how to repair
typewriters themselves, as those in
the field are reducing.” he says.

Helping those who cannot find a
local mechanic, M Prakash. who
runs a YouTube channel with the
same name, posts videos on how to
look after the machine and also
teaches typewriting. “Being able to
find an authentic typewriter me-
chanic is such a hassle. So, I teach
my subscribers how to remove and
replace parts and keys and help
them find suitable washers to fit
into the machine, and even teach
them basic maintenance,” says

Prakash.
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Muskaan.Ahmed&@timesgroup.com

ven before seeing the world

beneath the ocean, 59-vear-

old Uma Mani trom Din-

digul was already trving to
capture their shapes, colours, and
beauty through her paintbrush. “But
it was only after my first dive at the
age of 49 that I realised I had not been
doing justice to the beauty of what
lies beneath. At the same time, seeing
the amount of waste in the water
broke my heart; | had to do something
about it,” says Uma, a painter and
Professional Association of Diving
Instructors-certified diver who was
recently named Sony BBC Earth
Champion for her work as a coral reef
activist.

[Uma had always been passionate
about painting, but her grandmoth-
er felt it was a waste of her time and
paper and she told her to focus on
‘looking after’ her family At 45, after
her son began going to college, she
revived her passion for painting.

“Initially, it was all tulips and
roses, One of my friends even de-
cided to exhibit a few of my paint-
ings. But after [ attended a documen-
tary by a French filmmaker on coral
reefs, everything changed for me, and
that's how it began,” she says.

This incident, which piqued her
curiosity, also grew into a newfound
passion for preserving the
delicate and important
ecosystem through her g
art. She began
watching count- :
less diving CDs | [
from divers in the ff‘n
Maldives and
would spend
hours at the Ma-
rine Research In-
stitute Maldives,

THE CORAL WOMAN: Uma talks to a few
scientists to learn more on coral reef
conservation; Uma's paintings

and would put up an exhibition every
World Earth Day in April to spread
awareness about the need to conserve
them. In one of the exhibitions, a
visitor asked me if I had ever seen the
reefs, | was taken aback by the ques-
tion, but at the same time I challenged
myself,” she says.

Uma learned to swim and did her
first dive in 2014. “It changed my life.
It was as though the ocean was engulf-
ing me in its beauty, and 1 didn’t want
to come up for air. I noticed the way
fishes swam across, around, and
through the reefs, But at the same
time, [ saw waste settled on the seabed
and plastic covers just floating
around. That motivated me to learn
more about the ecosystem and paint
about it,” says Uma. who now meets
scientists, marine biologists, and re-
searchers to learn more about coral
reefs; recently a documentary was
made on her titled The Coral Woman.

“Coral reefs are home to more
than 4,000 species of fishes. They also
actasnatural barriers in case of high

tides, hurricanes, storms, and tsuna-
mis. By managing our waste prop-
erly and not polluting water
bodies, we will be savingour
planet from disasters.”
Uma says she pays
0% of what she makes
 from her coral reef

typewriters, and the
Remington Brand India
Limited was formed
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send on special occasions. It's be-
come a hit among friends,”
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reefs,

Male looking at
pictures of coral
From 2012, |
began extensively
painting coral reefs
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Uma Mani

| paintings to coral res-

B, toration groups. She
has an international

exhibition coming up
this year

~ 22 fined .IL for car wash with
potable water in parched B’luru

Women at cen
‘30L new jobs’ LS poll pledge

tre of Cong’s

To Create 20L Addltlonal Govt Posts At Cost Of 1,200Cr’

Subodh.Ghildiyal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Congress's
promise of creating 30 lakh
new jobsinthecentralgovtis
part of an elaborate plan the
party has worked out for
women's empowerment.

The “Yuva Nyay’ of 2024
manifesto pledges that if vot-
ed to power, Congress govt
will ereate 30 lakh new jobs
besides giving “assured first
job” to youth below 25 vears
through vear-long appren-
ticeship in private and
public companies.

The party has identified

IN FRONT SEAT

Cong fields tribal
face from Bastar

C ongress has nominated its
senior tribal leader and
former minister Kawasi
Lakhmato contest the Bastar
(ST) seatinChhattisgarh,
replacing its sitting MP Deepak
Baij, whois also the president
of state Congress unit. With
the nomination of Lakhma (71)
from Bastar, Congress has
announced its candidates for
seven constituencies out of
the 11 Lok Sabhaseats

inthe state. tun

10 lakh vacancies in various
central govt departments,
and promised to fill them ac-
cording to a calendar that
will be worked out. The rest
of the 20 lakh new jobs
would be exclusively for
women at various levels,
Sourcessaid govt will ere-

ate 14 lakh additional posts
of ‘anganwadi’ workers, and
each village with a popula-
tion above 2,500 persons will
be allocated an additional
ASHA worker, which will re-
sult in four lakh new posts.

Similary, more midday

meal workers will be de-

puted, taking the total num-
berto20lakh.

As per the calculations,
the new posts will cost the
Centre an additional month-
ly expense of Rs1,200crore.

Besides, every gram pan-
chayat will create positions
of ‘Adhikar Maitri’, which

will be manned by women
who would provide para le-
gal services to women
about their legal rights.
There will be a total of 2.5
lakh such posts across
gram panchayats, and they
will receive honorarium
from panchayvats.

BSP fields Solanki from GB Nagar,
Cong neta’s daughter from Agra

DMK, AIADMK to
team up against
me: BJP TN chief

Coimbatore: BJP's TN presi-
dent and Coimbatore LS candi-
date K Annamalai predicted
on Sunday that rivals DMK
and ATADMEK would soon join
hands in their desperation to
defeat him. He slammed DME
for not developing Coimbatore
and AIADME for allegedly
looting the state when it was in
govt. Annamalai said one of
the parties would slow down
their campaign, enabling the
othertogain theupper hand so
that BJP could be defeated.
“DMEK and AIADMEK are
not together, but they will be
after April 10,” he told report-
ers. “They will enable vote
transfer to the other party. We
will still emerge victorious.”
Dismissing AIADME can-
didate Singai Ramachan-
dran’s challenge to a debate on
"BJP’s contribution to Coim-
batore”, Annamalai said his
fight was not with candidates.
“People will soon know what
BJP has done for the city”™ tun

pContinued from P1

SP has fielded Majid
l% Ali from Saharanpur,

dropping its winner
Haji Fazlur Rahman and Vi-
jyendra Singh from Bijnor,
ignoring Malook Nagar who
had won the seat for BSP in
2019, Similarly Mozahid Hus-
gain has been fielded from
Amroha as the party sacked
its MP Kunwar Danish Ali,
who is now a Congress candi-
date from the same seat.
Among other candi-
dates, Shripal Singh has
been fielded from Kairana,
Dara Singh Prajapati from
Muzaffarnagar, and Mo-
hammad Irfan Saifi from
Moradabad.From Rampur,
it has given tickets to Zish-
an Khan, Shaukat Ali from
Sambhal, Devvrat Tyagi
from Meerut and Praveen
Bansal from Baghpat.
Rajendra Singh Solanki
from Gautam Budh Nagar,
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The lists also included the name of Sarika Singh Baghel, who had
become the youngest woman MP in 2009 Lok Sabha elections

REUTERS

Abid Ali from Aonla, Anis
Ahmad Khan alias Phool
Babu from Pilibhit and
Dodaram Verma from
shahjahanpur (5C) com-
plete BSP's firstlist,

While the first list had 16
candidates, the party re-
leased another list later on
Sunday evening, with nine
more names. It included Sa-
rika Singh Baghel, who had
become the youngest wom-

an MP 1n 2009 Lok Sabha
elections which she contest-
ed from Hathras on RLD's
ticket, from Etawah re-
served seat. She has been as-
sociated with both SP and
BJP The other woman can-
didate, Puja Amrohi, is the
daughter of prominent
Congress leader Satya Be-
han, who was a Rajya Sabha
member from UE She has
been fielded from Agra.

Freedom of
religion should
be respected:
Kerala church

Kochi: Freedom of religion
should be respected in the
country, said Archbishop of
Verapoly Joseph Kalathipa-
rambil in a statement issued
by public relations depart-
mentof thearchdiocese of Ve-
rapoly in Kerala on Sunday.

The archbishop called for
continued prayers so that the
upcoming elections take place
as per God's will. He also called
for prayers for a governing sys-
tem in the country, which
would uphold human dignity
and is bound to ensure justice,
equality and fraternity.

Inaccordance with the call
by Catholic Bishops' Confer-
ence of India to observe
March 22 as national day of
fasting and prayvers across all
dioceses in India, Kalathipa-
rambil led the prayer gather-
ingat St Francis Assisi Cathe-
dral in Ernakulam on Friday,
the statement said.

Vicargeneralsof Verapoly
archdiocese Monsgr Mathew
Kallunkal, Monsgr Mathew
Elanjitmattom, Chancellor Fr
Ebigin Arackal, Fr Peter Ko-
chuveetil and Fr Emmanuel
Panackal, along with hun-
dreds of devotees took part in
the gathering.

Maha MLA quits
Cong for Sena,
in line for ticket

Nagpur; After almost a month
of dillydallving, Maharash-
tra’s senior leader and Con-
gress Umred MLA Raju Parwe
resigned from state legislature
and joined the Eknath Shinde-
led Shiv Sena on Sunday, re
ports Abhishek Choudhari.

Parwe’s prize for switch-
ingloyalty is almost certain to
be a ticket for Ramtek Lok
Sabha constituency.

Parwe was welcomed into
Sena by Shinde at his official
residence in Mumbai. He had
been in talks with Sena since
earlier this month, but at that
time BJP was aggressively
pushing for the Ramtek seat.

As reported by TOI on Fri-
day, BJP seems to have decid-
ed to give Ramtek seat to Sena.
This again opened the gates
for Parweto stepin.

Chethan.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Bangalore Wa-
ter Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) has collect-
ed Rs 1.1 lakh in fines in 3
days from 22 cases of viola-
tionsrelated tousing potable
water from Cauvery river
and borewells for car wash.

BWSSB issued a notice
on March 10, informing the
publicof afine of Rs 5,000 for
each violation of potable wa-
ter use, It specified activities
for which potable water is
banned, such as car wash-
ing, gardening, and large
construction projects.

“Thecitvisfacingawater
crisis, and our orders werein
line with that. We started en-
forcing the orders on restric-
tions only from Friday after
carrving out awareness un-
til then. Between Friday and
today (Sunday), we have
booked 22 casesand collected
spot fines from people and
given them receipts like traf-
fic police do,” BWSSEB chair-
man V Ram Prasath Mano-
har told TOI.

While there are six major

A child carries a bucket to fill
water in Bengaluru on March 14

activities that the board is
looking at, the focus in the
first phase of enforcement
has been car washing, he add-
ed. "People are using sprays
and hoses connected directly
to taps and a lot of water is
wasted. All cases were based
on our spot inspections and
complaints from local resi-
dents. We will continue with
our drive,” he said. Accord-
ing to BWSSB, most cases
came from board’s southeast
division — 13 cases worth Rs
65,000 — while the remain-
ing are spread across east,
north, northeast and south-
westdivisions.

Karnataka CM Siddara-

maiah, deputy CM and Ben-
caluru development minis-
ter DK Shivakumar, and offi-
cialsfrom BWSSB and BEMP
have been allaying fears of
the city completely running
out of water this summer,
but none of them have denied
the crisis at hand.

With both southwestern
and northeastern monsoons
having failed to recharge
croundwater tables in the
city, BWSSB had, as early as
spcond week of Jan, written
to Cauvery Neeravari Niga-
ma (under water resources
department) to prioritise
Bengaluru's drinking needs
and reserve water atthe KRS
and Kabinireservoirs.

Conceding that a crisis
was imminent if not acted,
BWSSB  engineer-in-chief
Suresh B had said the de-
mand was to reserve 12tmeft
of the 30tmcft available at
KRS and Kabini dams to-
getherat the time.

About 6900 out of the
14,000 govt borewells in the
city are dry as on date and the
Karnataka CM is on record to
say there is at least a 500 MLD
shortage in Bengaluru.

- Chilled out: Ex-armyman, 75,
goes on Antarctica adventure

Pearl.DSouza@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: At a time when
Bengaluru is reeling under
severe water crisis, a 75-yvear-
old retired army officer
strapped on his shoes and set
off tolive his dream 18,000km
away amidst penguins and
humpback whales on sheets
of ice. On Feb 14, Lt Col (retd)
Upendra Kalvan left his
hometown for a rendezvous
with Antarctic islands.

He was one of the only 10
from a group of 140 expedi-
tioners to dare to back-dive
into the frigid waters of the
Atlantic Ocean.

Kalvan was among 12 In-
dians who were part of the
expedition. The Indian team
first flew from Mumbai to
Argentina via Dubai, before
setting sail aboard Ocean Al-
batross from Ushuaia, a sea-
port at the southern tip of

Kalyan was among 12 Indians
who were part of the expedition

the South American nation.

The team crossed the
Drake Passage, known for its
tough sea conditions, be-
tween South America’s Cape
Horn and the South Shet-
land Islands of Antarctica.
“The crossing took 36 hours,
during which several pas-
sengers experienced sea-
sickness,” he said.

The ship anchored a few
kilometres off the shore of

the main island of Antarecti-
ca, from where zodiac motor
boats connected them to the
island. This was followed by a
trek of two to three hours
braving extreme cold and
strong winds, with penguins,
geals and birds of the Antarc-
tic ecosystem in plain sight.

“Despite spending nights
on the ship because of regula-
tions, it was a lifelong ambi-
tion fulfilled at the age of 75. 1t
was an incredible achieve-
ment and an unforgettable ex-
perience,” said Kalvan.

One of the most memora-
ble moments for him was on
the evening of Feb 23, when
the ship's captain invited
volunteers to participate in
the ‘polar plunge’ into the
freezing Atlantic Ocean.

“..0ut of the 140 expedi-
tioners, only 10 volunteered,
and I bravely did a back-dive
into the ocean,” Kalyan said.
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CONTRAPUNTO

What is happiness? It's a moment
before you need more happiness

-DON DRAPER OF MAD MEN

Phony Joys

When the young are less happy than the old,
personal tech could be the reason

It’s a near-universal phenomenon: The cult of youth. Books to

movies and music, most countries’ cultural indicators would

have us believe that it is their young who are really living it up.
While the elders are sighing it down. In reality, the picture is rather
uneven. This is an interesting aspect of World Happiness Report
2024. It highlights a wider social science finding that there is
divergence between countries on whether the voung or the old
report greater life satisfaction. India, interestingly, is an outlier
among its income-group peers.

Happy old men | Generally, high-income countries report overlap-
ping increases in age and life satisfaction. Highly representative of
this income-group is US, with those under30 seriously lagging those 60
and older. Many experts put the blame squarely on social mediaand an
overall decline in “pro-social behaviour”, India is at a very different
stage of economic development. What would explain vounger people
already showing lower life satisfaction here?

Happier old women | Equally inter-
estingly, higher levels of life satisfaction
arereported for older Indian women than
older men. Here, too, a crucial hinge is
older women’s wider and more diverse
social networks, including more friends
and confidants. Loneliness can be
hyvdra-headed initsimpacton perception
and memory, leading one to attach more
importancetothe negative aspects of one’'slife.

Group pic | Thinking seriously about these fuzzy matters is
guite important. Not to lock everyone into the same idyllic picture
of youth or age. Or push some draconian mass treatment. Individual
experience of well-being forms the bedrock of the collective
experience. Policymakers need to learn the right lessons, to nudge
the collective in the direction of greater overall well-being.

Youngandstuck | Theshortage of guality jobshastobetakinga
toll. Fixing this is obviously imperative. But another reason Indian
and US vouth could be experiencing something similar despite
living in different-stage economies, is that the smartphone became
our nerveline at the same time. In both countries, influencers
could be shaping unrealistic expectations of work-life balance to
comparable degrees.

Holi-by-self | There will be infinite Holi selfies todav. And these
will tell us little about how much happy exchange of colours is
taking place between family, friends and strangers. Watching cricket
on a personal screen is one thing, playing it in the neighbourhood
gully quite another, endorphins wise.

Piscean Story

Indians are eating more fish. Great. And more
Indians are eating fish. Even better

Welt:nme to the blue foods club, said Coastal India, fabled

lovers of all things fish, to India’s new fish frat. In 2005-06,
about 73cr Indians ate fish. By 2019-20, almost 24cr more are
consuming fish — considered among the healthiest proteins. This was
the finding of the recent ‘Fish consumption in India: Patterns and
Trends' study by WorldFish India in collaboration with Indian
Council of Agricultural Research and other govt and global bodies.
Existing consumers of fish are eating more: per head they're
consuming 12.3kg per vear, up from 7.4kg in 2005-06. Of course, the
Indiaaverageof 9kg perheadisstillnowherenearthe world average
percapitafishandseafood consumptionof 20.5keg, but, itisahealthy
. s crowth that’s expected to continue. Fish on the
menu has the additional advantage of being a
low-emission animal protein, farm to finger.
The rise in demand is attributed to increa-
sing incomes and availability. With farming,
processing, and supply chains improving,
availability in landlocked states in the country’s
* - north has expanded exponentially. Add to that
the fact that a 2023 study by Central Marine
Fisheries Institute found 91% of 70 species had healthy numbers.
This was heartening given the global picture — 34% of stocks are
overfished, 60% are beingfished at maximum sustainable levels.
The trend of more men eating fish that the study reported is backed
by widely observed anecdotal evidence. Men eat out more often—the
daily working lunch for instance — and cleaning and cooking fish at
home isnoteveryone'scupof tea,as it were. Thatsaid, theexplosion
of tips and tricks online, to flip fry that fish just right, has done
great service in reeling in the fish, all the way to the dinner table.
May the tribe grow.

Bygone brand

How expat fam lost its status
Bikram Vohra

—— -
= L

In the early davs when Indians were mad about ‘phoren’ goods
it was so easy to give gifts on trips home and win the love and
gratitude of sundry family members and friends. Packets of
orange-flavoured Tang and huge tins of powdered milk were
par for the course.

If one overlooked a fond relative, well, alittle clever mixing of
Columnist based two used perfumes or colognes did the trick and if someone
in Dubai noticed the seal was broken, we could blame the nasty little Cus-
toms who, before the turn of the century, were heartily loathed
for their hostility to us Gulfis. Open your bags, was a common airport mantra.

Then we bought cheap ripoffs of clothes, fake Belgian chocolates and
‘branded’ watchesmade in China.

Everyone was happy and even daughters-in-law were forgiven their
trespasses because they came laden with gifts. If one of those was a gold disco
chain, life was a double bed of roses. Even Quaker Oats, cornflakes and Cheerios

. were given a warm welcome as were tins of tuna and cheese of all
[ﬁﬁ ) sorts. Cheddar, Brie and Camembert were shared with inordinate
L —

pride, evidence that son had done well abroad. And, of course, clothes,
especially jeans, werethe cherry onthesundae. How could we not be
showered with affection, for thoughtfully bringing in mayo in glass jars.

Cosmetics were another winner. Shampoos smelling of apples and lemons,
foundations and creams, and lipsticks were distributed with zest like we were
Santa on steroids. Everything was good enough.

That has all gone now. Expatsfind shopping for presents tedious and intimi-
dating. What can we possibly take that will be welcomed with glee when it isall
availableat home, and it's fresh and of global standards. New gen fam members
know fake from real and vou can’t play anymore con games by wrapping up
seconds and passingthem off. Unless you are buving real 24K gold or 18-vear-old
single malt or a 50-inch TV and a high-end mobile phone, no one is impressed.
Gone are the days of fobbing off Meera aunty with a dollar spray or thinking
yvou have got uncles Ramesh, Raj and Mani thrilled by the hattery-powered
razors that were 70% off as a set and you tore the foil to make three separate gifts.

Actually, shopping has gone intoreverse, Us Gulf tyvpesarethe bigshoppers
back home, landing with half-empty suitcases and returning loaded with Made
in India stuff. Way bevond 30kg per person. Way togo.

Holi, IPL, Elections

All festivals have their unsavoury bits. But they give us distinct forms to express ourselves
individually and collectively. Festivals bring us together. So our need for them endures

Santosh Desai

Nothing looks and feels more like a
festival than Holi. To be sure Diwali, the
other bigname on thefestival calendar,
has its moments. Diwali is the time to
buy things, stuff ourselves with food,
i play cards with real money, and the
sound and fury of the fireworks that begin well before
the actual festival and end well after.
Diwali also has the advantage of
being attached to other holidays -
Dussehra, Durga Puja and Navratri
- which makes the entire period
feel like an endless celebration.

But even so, Holi done well, is
special. No other festival carries
with it the Kind of unadulterated
jov, the licence to let go a little, to
shed inhibitions and become part
of an undifferentiated mass of
humanity.

We use colours to brighten up
our lives. We wear them on our
person. We decorate our homes
with colour’s evocation of life.

We are timidly coloured when it
comes to our bodies; we need to
augment ouressentialness, drabness
with colours borrowed from nature.
On Holi our evervday colourless
lives get a shock of vibrance, and a
splash of water to shake us out of
the routine we are locked into.
Symbolically we wear spring on our
faces and celebrate its fecundity.

Toseeso many people with faces obscured by colour,
unrecognisable as they go about greeting others with
an openness that is less discerning and discriminatory
thanisthecaseinourregularlives. Theideaof hugging
each other and taking the liberty of smearing gulaal on
friends and strangersalike isreally the essence of what
festivalsshould beabout—areminderof whatunitesus.

With age, one has to admit that the form in which one
enjoys the festival has changed. Gone is the exuberant
excitement of youth that revelled in making as much
noise as possible during Diwali. The excited hoarding
of fireworks, the careful sequencing of fireworks
with the relatively tame stuff being used first and the
blockbuster items like rockets and atom bombs being
preserved for later have given way to a focus on more
material sources of enjovment. Food, drink, the
occasional card game now take precedence,

Similarly with Holi, water and fast colours that took
weeks to scrub off, and that too never quite completely
with portions behind the ears and fingernails carrving
tell-tale signs of Holi well into summer, are now off the
table. What has taken its place is the polite and ceremo-
nial exchange of pinches of gulaal. Other pleasures
such as bhang that were not permitted in one’s youth
are now accessible. But are dealt with cautiously given
the unpredictable nature of said stimulant.

Social media has dimmed some of the
poll fervour on the streets. Still, posters,
loudspeakers on tempos, door-to-door
campaigning, mass rallies that are like
paid outings for the participants, make
elections feel like another mass festival

This year, Holi is part of a larger festival season,
Twoother events are coinciding with Holi. Thefirstare
the elections. In India, for all the unsavoury controversies
that surround the political landscape, with electoral
bonds, alleged scams committed by various parties,
arrestsof chief ministersand the charged rhetoricthat

has come to typify these events, on-the-ground
elections resemble just another mass festival.

Posters, street signs, loudspeakers on tempos,
door-to-door contact programmes, massrallies that are
like a paid outingfor the participants combine to create
a sense of a community festival. Rise of social media
has dimmed some of the fervour we see on the streetsas
now it is possible to carry out much of the campaigning
in the virtual domain, but even so elections are still
fought, mohalla by mohalla, polling
booth by polling booth by way of
personal contact.

The other big festival that shares
some characteristics with Holi is
IPL. While cricket is clearly at its
heart, there is a lot more going on.
The more hedonistic aspects of IPL
with its wild after-parties and
salacious stories mav now be a
thingof the past, but the atmosphere
it conjures up both on the ground
and off it is noisy, joyous and
celebratory. With time, some fran-
chises have built strong lovalties
and this shows in the raucous
enthusiasm they display in support
of their heroes. For viewers at
home too, it is a two-month-long
diversion, default programming
that one can alwavs tune into.

All festivals come with their
issues. With Diwali, there is the
question of noise and air pollution,
and with Holi the question of
hooliganism and safety, particularly
for women. Elections bring with
them a whole world of unsavouriness, with ugly
conflict, unaccountable sources of money and gutter
level language. [PL, too, comes withalotof baggage —of
crasscommercialism and excess.

But sometimes it is necessary to look beyvond these
issues and connect instead to the intent behind the
festivals. Festivals exist to bring us together and give
us reasons to express ourselves individually and
collectively in ways we don't otherwise,

In an earlier time, we lived from festival to festival,
anticipating the next one as soon as the current one
finished. Today we have a lot more going on to engage
us. Even so festivals retain their magic, fuelled by
consumption and affluence. They may have changed
character, but our need for them continues. And
nothing captures the spirit of festivals more than Holi.

The writer isa leading advertising professional

‘Who decides what core values of nationalism are?
Is dialogue possible or is it all exclusive?’

Anthropologist, expert in politics of memory, and
president, Goethe-Institut worldwide, Carola Lentz, on her
first India visit, tells Narayvani Ganesh nationalism'sa
double-edged sword, that knowing languages is the first
step to intercultural understanding, that aging Germany
can’tdo without its young migrant poptlations.

® Germany is the world's third largest refugee-hosting
country. How does it affect the cultural fabric?

Germany has mostly regular immigrants and a small
portion isof refugees. The most visible impact is on cuisi-
ne since the 1970s. In my apartment complex in Munich,
there are two Indian restaurants, south and north Indian.

In theatre, literature, sports, many non-Germans
arethere, and they've greatly enriched
German culture. Someone who fled
Sarajevo is an important German
writer today. Similarly, we have writers
of Japanese origin.

Notwithstanding this, we have
rightwing nationalists who think we
need to return to ‘purity’, thereby
trying tonegate this enriching trend.

@ Doessuchnationalismimpactsociety?
Many leaders of independence movements would've
seen nationalism as an integrating force, Nationalism
and patriotism were indeed seen as being very close.
But nationalism does have the tendency to see
others as strangers, and then it becomes narrow.
Context and interpretations make nationalism positive
or negative. Nationalism is a double-edged phenomenon.
I've worked in Ghana - their nationalist movement was
against colonial domination, and even among early
nationalists, views differed on what kind of nationalism.
The central question for me 1s who gets to decide
what the core values are, and is dialogue possible or do
yvou want to make it exclusive?
If vouassociate values with ideological or religious
trajectories, then wvou’'ll categorise non-Germans
living in Germany as outsiders — so we need to be as

liberal as possible.

® Has Germany's refugee & immigration policies
adversely impacted job opportunities for locals?

No, that's not true. Germany is an aging society. We
desperately need skilled and unskilled labour, more
thanthe German population can provide. Imagine if all
the immigrant nursing staff and doctors left. What will
happen to our health services and old age homes?
Engineers...and others...

Rightwing activists who protest are mostly in areas
where there are very few immigrants.

@ Does collective remembrance help people move on?

It depends how memory sites and memorials are
constructed. If a family has experienced Partition in
India, forexample, we know from psvchological studies
that these memories continue to work at a subterranean
leve]l - the way forward perhaps is to have societal
dialogues and help them overcome these.

As for Germany’s Holocaust memory, it’s so impor-
tant a reminder to young people that it should never
happen again. More importantly, it's a reminder that it
could happen again. It's not so much about emotions
but about knowledge. You need to know how it came

image s for representational purposes

about, so we can prevent future recurrence.

8/11 is contemporary. I found it intriguing that they
had a roomof remembrance with ashes of unidentified
victims, Including undocumented workers from
Philippines, so people could mourn them and commu-
nicate with the dead.

6/11, like all memory sites, has multiple lavers of
how vou could direct collective memory in a positive
direction. A civic assoclation organised the 8/11
monument and events around it. The high-ranking
hankers, firemen, all are accommodated.

@ Flip side, canitreinforce hatred and animosity?
Well-constructed inclusive memory politics can
help us be free to reach a better future. But it can also be
buttressed to boost hatred, to not get anywhere, so it is
iricky. How inclusive can vou make it? Of course, ideo-
logical entrepreneurs — not only state agents but even
universities and individuals — who propagate a certain
agenda try to hijack memories. Then, it is a problem.

® What has Goethe-Institut’s experience been in
promoting intercultural understanding?

An important aspect is language teaching. Mutual
understanding isn't possible without language. It
transports world views, creates possibilities of diffe-
rent perspectives, making understanding possible.
Goethe-Institut’s (Max Mueller Bhavan in India)
language courses enable mobility and increase cultural
knowledge. We offer spaces for exchange, cultural events,
discourse, discussion, so that Indian spectators can
know more about Germany. And discuss. Uniquely, the
Institut isn't a govt organisation. It 1s independent.

As anthropologists, our trademark is the politics of
listening, of trying to understand world views and
actions of others, before judging. This 18 relevant to Goet-
he-Institut, to bring mutual understanding and dialogue.

Problems we face as humankind are global. Over a
third of our population is notof German origin. So, the
world 1s at home in Germany, hence it's important to
respect international perspectives.
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Sacredspace

Lovelife. Live vour
life totally, be drunk
with the divine
through life. Tam in
tremendous love
with life, hence
teach celebration,
Fverything has to
be celebrated: everything has to be
lived, loved. To me nothing is munda
ne..Allis sacred.
- Osho

When Do You Plan To Be Happy?

Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar

11 the world's teachings speak of
Af inding great happiness because

they know it's what everyone is
ultimately searching for. Happiness
doesn’'t depend on what we have ordon't
have; it's simply a state of mind. It'snot
something vou can buy; it's already
within yvou, right here and right now.
Everything we really want outside is
already within us.

In life, there are always things that
bother us. This is called maya, delusion.
For example, if someone loves you, that
can be a botheration and if thevdon't
love you, that'salso a botheration.
Friends and enemiescan both bea
source of botheration. That's why it's
important to hold onto aresolve: ‘No
matter what happens, | will not lose my
happiness.” Even if youface losses in
business, relationships, or any other

aspect of life, you should not lose vour
happiness, This is a measure of your
growth. When vou go to the source of
happiness, your senses become stronger,
vour mind becomes content, and things
start going in your favour.

Don't stress about being perfect.
If vou're too focused on perfec-
tion, you'llend up feeling
angry. The world might vl
seem imperfect, butdeep -
down, everything is per-
fect. Perfection is hidden,
while imperfection is
visible. Wise people look
bevond the surface. In this
world, things can’t always be perfect,
Also, don't make the mistake of cons-
tantly pointing out others' mistakes.
Mistakes happen all the time. To correct
them, vouneed both authority and love.
Authority without love feels oppressive.
Love without authority lacks depth.

THE SPEAKING TREE D¢ happynow.

When you accept that mistakes can
happen, you can be both firm and kind.
Evervone keeps delaying their
happiness. A child thinks they'll be
happy when they gotocollege. In college,
they think they'll be happy when they
startearning. Then they think they'll
be happy once they are married.
_ The cvele continues, and that
atze special day neverarrives. Itis
aa, ke tryingtomake your bed
whole night and not be able to
sleep. Instead of waiting to be
happy in the future, choose to

Look at the world where
there are bigger problems, so your
problems seem smaller. This gives you
theenergy and confidence to deal with
them. Reflect on vour own past. You've
faced many problems before, and
they've all passed. This problem will
also pass, and vou have the strength to

overcome it. Practice breathing
exercises, meditation, and relaxation
techniques. Instead of givingupin
anger, say, "I give this problem up to the
Divine.” Have confidence that you will
be helped. Turn your mind inward for
solutions. Spend a few minutes in deep
introspection each daw.

Smiling when everything is going
well iseasy, but if voucansmile and stay
positive even when facing challenges,
vou'll find tremendous inner strength,
and the problem will disappear.
Remember, you are responsible for your
happiness, Be determined tonot let
anyone take vour happiness away.
Consider all situations as opportunities
for your spiritual growth.

Go inward to find the source of
happiness. When vou connect with that
source, your senses will be strong, your
mind will be content, and things will
start going vour way.




Blockchain ETFs Witness Highest

Returns, Robotics Most Inflows
With 82% returns in 2023, blockchain ETFs

outperformed all other themes in the US as

bitcoin prices witnessed sharp surge. ETFs
focused on robotics & automation saw
highest net flows amid wider deployment
of these technologies across factories,
healthcare, and transportation activities
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FY25 to greet car buyers with
discounts as demand shrinks

Growth Likely To Be Muted As Inventories Rise, Say Cos
LOSING MOMENTUM

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After being made
to wait for car deliveries du-
ring the yvears of production
shortages and hyper growth
in the Covid period, the custo-
mer finally makes a come-
back and returns as the king,
with Iucrative discounts and
attractive offers likely to co-
me up in the new financial ye-
ar. And, the era of frequent
price hikes comes to an end.

S0, 2024-25 could be the ye-
ar when the car industry
which has been moving up
strongly for past three vears,
witnesses muted growth as
demand shrinks and invento-
ries build-up at dealerships,
industry officials and ana-
lysts told TOL.

According to experts, the
car market, which is likely to
close the current fiscal on re-
cord volumes of 429 lakh
units, has developed a heavy
base and may “see some time”
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before it starts to grow fast
again. Also, pace at which
consumers booked and bo-
ught cars during last three ye-
ars may now see a slowdown
as the pent-up demand has be-
en fulfilled and a breather co-
mes into play.
“Thereareavariety of fac-
tors that will keep growth mu-
ted in FY25. Apart from a hea-
vier base, the reasons also in-
clude cars getting expensive

during the previous years and
Covid production shortfall be-
ing met subsequently” says
Ravi Bhatia, president and di-
rector at research firm JATO
Dynamics. “Also, used cars
will take up a share from new
carsales, especially intheent-
rvcategory”

After the initial worries
around demand during the
outbreak of Covid in March
2020, the pace of turnaround

in sales had taken almost eve-
ryvone by surprise

The phenomenon, which
coincided with severe global
shortages in supply of semi-
conductors, saw huge waiting
periods across brands, with
pending deliveries rising to as
high as 7 lakh units at one po-
int in time. With companies
gradually ramping up pro-
duction and semiconductor
availability easing up, most of
the pent-up demand has been
fulfilled, leading to a situation
where companies are now
pushing models through spe-
cial campaignsand discounts.

“(Going by thecurrent ana-
lysis, it looks like growth wo-
uld be muted, or at best be in
low single digit,” Shashank
Srivastava, senior executive
officer (sales & marketing) at
Maruti Suzuki, says.

Kunal Behl, VP (marke-
ting & sales) at Honda Cars In-
dia, also says that going may
get tougher for the industry,

Auto players line up new
EVs amid fresh govt push

GTRI: Push for
EVs may lead
to big entry of
Chinese firms

New Delhi: Govt's push to
boost domestic manufacturing
of electric vehicles (EVs) may
lead to large-scale entry of Chi-
nese autofirms in the local mar-
ket, areport by think tank GTRI
said on Sunday,

China’s automotive indus-
try. buoved by substantial state
support, has grown rapidly in
electric  vehicle technology;
making it a leading exporter of
EVs and related components,
the Global Trade Research Ini-
tiative (GTRI) said.

The renewed policy push to
make India a hub for e-vehicle
manufacturing and efforts of
the private sector will lead to a
sharp increase in dependence
on auto component imports
from China, the report said.

India’s auto component 1m-
ports were $20.3 billion in 2022-
23 of which 30% came from Chi-
na. As the EVs are getting grea-
terfocus in the country, the auto
component imports from China
may increase further because it
has a greater hold over the EV
components’ global supply
chain. According to estimates,
China has 75% of the world’s
battery production capacity
and battery accounts for 40% of
the cost of an EV. It also ac-
counts for over 50% of global
EV production and exports.

The report said that in the
“next few vears, every third
electric vehicle and many pas-
senger and commercial vehi-
cles on Indian roads could be
those made by Chinese firms
in India alone or through joint
venture with Indian firms”.

GTRI founder Ajay Srivas-
tava said that Indian market
entry provides a much-need-
ed reliet to Chinese firms.
“China’s EV exportstothe EU
and the US are declining due
to anti-subsidy probes and in-
creased trade restrictions,”
he said. acencies

New Delhi: The Indian auto
industry is gearing up to roll
out an array of electric vehi-
cle models over the next few
vears amid a renewed push
by govt to encourage envi-
ronment-friendly mobility
solutions with the unveiling

of anew policy,
Mass market playvers like
Maruti Suzuki, Hyvundai,

Mahindra & Mahindra and
Tata Motors are lining up
new models to cater to de-
mand across segments.
Mahindra & Mahindra
CEO automotive sector Nali-
nikanth Gollaguntasaid that
starting Jan 2025, the compa-
ny will be rolling out five new
battery electric vehicles in
the coming vears. “Weexpect
20-30% of our portfolio to be
electric by 2027,” he noted.
Maruti Suzuki India ex-
ecutive officer (corporate af-

GREEN DRIVE

M&M to roll out five battery
EVs starting Jan 2025

Maruti Suzuki | Six B
EVsin 7-Byears  ~

Tata Motors | 10 @
EVs b]fiﬂzﬁ ...............

Mercedes-Benz India | 12
new products in 2024, of
which three will be BEVs

Audi India | 50% sales from
EVs by 2030

fairs) Rahul Bharti said the
automajorismakingserious
investments in EVs. “We will
start production of a high-
spec EV designed-fresh as an
EV with 550 km range in
FY24-25 and will have about
gix EV models in the next 7-8
vears,” hesaid.

Hyvundai Motor India
COO Tarun Garg noted that

as per multiple industry esti-
mates, EVs are projected to
contribute around 20% of In-
dia’s automotive market by
2030. Hyundai plans to invest
around Rs 26,000 crore over
10 years in Tamil Nadu. This
investment will also include
settingupa battery assembly
plant in the state.

A Tata Motors spokesper-
son said that the company
aims to have 10 EVs by 2026.
The company plans to intro-
duce four more EV models
this vear, including Curvv
EVand Harrier EV.

Luxury carmakers areal-
s0 gearing up to enhance
their EV lineup. “"We are in-
vested in the market, having
an aggressive product strate-
gy with more than 12 new
products planned for debut
in2024," a Merc India spokes-
person said. acencies

‘No GST on women hostels
as end-use not commercial’

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Pointing out that
rentalsattract GST only if the
rented building i1s used for
commercial purposes, Mad-
ras high court has quashed
ST demand on hostels for
working women and girls.
Justice Krishnan Ramas-
wamy, setting aside the GST
demand notice, said: “While
adverting to the imposition
of GST on hostel accommeo-
dation, it has to be looked into
as to whether the inmates of
thehostel roomsareusingthe
premises as their residential
dwelling or commercial pur-
pose since renting of residen-
tial unit attracts GST only

when it is rented for commer-
cial purpose.” Since the end-
use of the property is for resi-
dential purposes, itwould not
attract GST, he ruled.

“So, In order to claim ex-
emption of GST, the nature of
the end-use should be resi-
dential and it cannot be deci-
ded by the nature of the pro-
perty or the nature of the bu-
sinessof theservice provider,
but by the purpose for which
it is used,” Justice Krishnan
Ramaswamy added.

Therefore, this court is of
the considered view that the
issue of levy of GST on resi-
dential accommodation sho-
uld be viewed from the per-
spective of the recipient of

service and not from the per-
spective of service provider,
who offers the premises on
rental basis, the judge said.
The court passed the or-
der while allowing a batch of
pleas moved by manage-
ments of private hostels for
working women and girls
challenging an order passed
by TN State Appellate Autho-
rity for Advance Ruling dated
Aug 31, 2023, imposing 18%
GST on such hostels. “In the
present case, the imposition
of GST on the hostel accom-
modation should be viewed
from the perspectiveof there-
cipient of service and not
from the perspective of servi-
ce provider;” the court said.

IL&FS looks to sell
stake in insolvent
cos’ with a ‘haircut’

New Delhi: IL&FS group has approached the
NCLAT to seek permission to sell its stake
with a “haircut” and without shareholders’
approval in its companies, which are insol-
vent with unsustainable debt and placed un-
der Category [l list of resolution framework.

Govt sought time to file a reply from
NCLAT in the last hearing earlier over
IL&FS interim application to sell a stake in
oroup entities falling under Category II,
whose highest bid amount was lesser than

their debt.

In this process, “lenders, as well as share-
holders, would anyway have to take a haircut
for their respective debt/ and equities,”
IL&FS said, adding that it would also ensure
the revival of such entity, balancing the inter-
ests of stakeholders. The resolution of such
companies is in line with the process followed
under the Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code,
where the requirement of seeking consent
from shareholders is dispensed with, [L&EFS

has submitted. acemcies
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‘audit of IIFL Fin, JM Fin

New Delhi: Mining conglome-

rate Vedanta will invest $6 bil-
lion across businesses that span
from aluminium and zinc to
ron ore, steel and oil and gas as
itlookstoaddatleast $2.5billion

to annual EBITDA, its executi-

ves said inan investor meeting.

It has a pipeline of more
than 50 active projects and ex-
pansions to drive growth,
which is expected to generate
Incremental revenue of over
%6 billion and boost EBITDA
from an expected $5 billion in
the current fiscal ending
March 31 to §6 billion in the
next and up to $7.5 billion by
F¥Y27, they added.

Vedanta chairman Anil
Agarwal, according to a presen-
tation made at the investor mee-
ting, said the company “will get
to a different level in the next 25
vears”. His brother and vice
chairman Naveen Agarwal ga-
vedetails of the plans. asencies

 Starts Process For Appointment Of Auditors

New Delhi: [IFL Finance
and JM Financial Products
(JMFPL) will undergo a spe-
cial audit to further probe
their regulatory breaches,
as the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has initiated the proc-
ess for the appointment of
auditors. The RBI has float-
ed two separate tenders for
the appointment of auditors
for special audits of these
two non-banking finance
companies.

Andit firms empanelled
by the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India(Sebi)
forforensicauditcan partic-
ipate in the tendering proc-
ess, and the last date for sub-
mission of bids is April 8, as
per the tender document
published by REL

FACING SCRUTINY

The selected firms will
be awarded work on April 12,
2024, as per the bid docu-
ments. Earlier this month,
the RBI put a curb on these
two entities for non-compli-

ance of regulatory guide-
lines. The central bank
barred IIFL Finance from
sanctioning or disbursing
gold loans after certain ma-
terial supervisory concerns
were observed in its gold
loan portfolio.

The RBI had said an in-
spection of the company
was carried out by it with
reference to IIFL's financial
positionasof March 31, 2023.

A day after, the Reserve
Bank imposed restrictions
on JM Financial Products
following the finding that
the company indulged in
various manipulations, in-
cluding repeatedly helping
a group of its own custom-
erstobidfor various IPOs by
using loaned funds. acencies

Drone co Ideakorge
to enter new segment

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Indian drone
major  Idea-
Forge is now
| coing to enter
“logistics at
scale” by deve-
loping un-
manned aerial
vehicles (UAV) that can car-
ry payloads of uptol100kgto
a distance of 100 km. This,
the company’s co-founder &
CEQO Ankit Mehta says, co-
uld "potentially its foot in
the door for developing ur-
ban air mobility solutions.”

The company has re-
cently set up a subsidiary in
the US and is showcasing its
products to end customers
there, “None of our critical
subsystems come from ge-
ography of concern (read
China) and that putsus ina
unique position. We have gi-
ven a stock and sell licence
to our subsidiary there, Our
products are used extensive-
ly for surveillance and map-
ping,” Mehta said.

“We are very vertically

integrated in technology
We get (some) subsystems
from geographies that are
not of concern. The ability
to ship from here as become
real. North America has a
very clear embargoonspeci-
fic Chinese OEMs, as well as
they have embargo on com-
ponents coming from speci-
fic countries in the world.
We are exploring some
othermarketsalso,” hesaid.

Western  geographies
are moving away from Chi-
na in critical areas due to
many risks with respect to
cyber security The US had
banned China-made UAVs
in 2020 due to security con-
cerns. Many other countri-
es, including India, share
the same. The rapid evolu-
tion drone ecosystem in In-
dia over the last two-three
vears has made desi UAVs
acceptable in all such geog-
raphies.

*Our drones are being
extensively used for the
Swamitva scheme in India
that involves landholdings
in all villages to give ow-
nership titles. ” Mehta said.

Hiring of women in C-suite roles going up: Survey

Rupali.Mukherjee
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: This could be he-
artening news for women ex-
ecutives aspiring to reach the
top as also for the diversity ef-
forts being made by India Ine.
The number of women hired
in C-snite roles has moved up.
Now around 16% of all wo-
men hires are CX0Os, and 8%
are CEOs or MDs, a survey by
Executive Access, done exclu-
sively for TOL showed. A de-
cade back the number of wo-
men CEOs was around 2%,
while their percentage in
CXOswas 7-8%.

Women are moving up the
ladderintermsof toprolesin
marketing and finance — job
functions which are typically
traditional male bastions.
But, the real litmus test of di-
versity 18 how inclusive the
sectors like manufacturing,
construction and project ma-
nagement are, HR experts
told TOI.

“The good news is that the-
re has been progress particu-
larly during the last three ye-

ars, though much more needs
to be done. With the momen-
tum likely to grow stronger,
the figure in next three-four
vears is likely to increase by
minimum 50-60% because the-
re are outstanding capable wo-
men waiting in the wings.
Thereisno paucity of highqu-
ality women talent today;” sa-
id Ronesh Puri, MD, Executive
Acecess (India).

The survey covered 1615
placements in over 1200 com-
panies from January 2023 to
mid-February this year.

“"Women are moving up
theladderintermsof toproles
inmarketing, project manage-
ment and finance, where typi-
cally they have been largely
absent so far. There has been
an uptake in finance roles- a
male-dominated territory, Wo-
men are coming up in finance
roles, where those armed with
MEAs can also fulfill. The di-
versity quotient is higher in
senior roles related to sustai-
nability and ESG, while earli-
er it was just CSR. There has
been an improvement in se-
nior leadership roles in manu-

a2 MAKING THEIR MARK
Executive Leadership
33
19 g .
8 7 6
HE =

% Women Hires
FY2023-24

Head Head Head Headof CFO HeadSales Head of

Corporate  HR Marketing  Risk & Tech &

comm & Compliance Digital
affairs

Sowrce: Executive Access Research

facturing and technical func-
tions too. One of our plants in
chemicals manufacturing
unit in Gujarat is staffed enti-
rely with women. We have
started the journey with a spe-
cial focus on hiring and groo-
ming women for executive lea-
dership. " Sandeep Girotra,
executive director & CHRO,
DCM Shriram said.

Widening the talent pool,
empowering women to access

leadership roles and creating
a more inclusive work envi-
ronment, can drive better bu-
siness outeomes, said experts,

“TIf wedon'tembracediver-
sity we aremissing half theta-
lent pool. While the sectors
like IT, ITeS, financial servi-
ces, banking, telecom etc have
high diversity quotient due to
the nature of the work, the re-
al litmus test of diversity is
how inclusive and diverse the

sectors, like manufacturing,
construction, projects etc are,
Organisations will have to ta-
ke concrete steps and make it
attractive for women to work
on the shop floor: The second
metric we have to track is the
number of women dropping
outof the workforceafter mar-
riage and once they have
children,” Prem Singh, presi-
dent — group HR, JK Organi-
sation & president, National
HED Network said.

At JK Organisation, about
35-40% of the management
trainees recruited each vear
are women, he added.

Tractors and Farm Equ-
ipment (TAFE) chairperson
and MD, Mallika Srinivasan
and Kinetic Green, the EV
making arm of Kinetic gro-
up, led by Sulajja Firodia
Motwani, are a few examples
of women leaders in manu-
facturing companies.

Recently, FMCG compa-
ny Dabur set up an all-wo-
men production line at its
largest-ever greenfield plant
near Indore.

According to research

from Harvard Business Revi-
ew Research, women in lea-
dership positions are percei-
ved just as — if not more —
competent as their male coun-
terparts. In an analysisof tho-
usands of 360-degree assess-
ments, women were rated as
excelling in taking initiative,
acting with resilience, practi-
cing self-development, dri-
ving for results, and display-
ing high mtegrity and hones-
tv. Infact, they were thought to
be more effective in 84% of
competencies that we most
frequently measure.

It 15 not surprising that a
majority of the hires in corpo-
rate communications func-
tion are women (see graphic).
They have a natural flair to
this function as they are better
communicators, Puri adds.

Women have anatural in-
stinct for finance but some-
how seem to prefer HR, mar-
keting and corporate com-
munication.  Technology
and supplyv chain are other
functional areas that saw
hardly any women talent be-
ing hired at the top.

What You Need To
Know To Begin Your
Mutual Fund Journey

ith many beginners rushing into
mutual funds, money managers
believe they should be careful with
their paperwork, bank account, nominee
and choice of the proper scheme.

What Documents Do You Need To Start"

To start your mutual fund investments, you need a PAN card, proof
of address (such as Aadhaar), and a copy of a cancelled cheque.

While making a physical investment (offline mode at a fund house
office or distributor), you'd need these copies and need to mention
the details correctly. Write the name in the MF application as per the
PAN record. If there is a mistake, get it rectified in the PAN record.

The income tax department has instructed MF registrars that the
name and date of birth of an investor appearing on the PAN record
and the mutual fund folios should match completely. If there is a
mismatch between the name or the date of birth, the registrar will
reject the transactions, including SIPs (systematic investment plans)
and redemption requests.

Why Link An Active Bank A/c To The Folio?

When you wish to redeem an MF scheme, the money is credited to
the bank account mentioned in the account opening form. Hence, do
not let this account go dormant. Also, do not close it without updating
your folio with a new bank account. If you place a redemption request
and the fund house cannot credit your account directly, a cheque will
be sent, which may take 5-7 days to get encashed.

4> Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
details, etc., please visit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under “Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions™ on https://www.sebi.gov.in/index.html. For any
grievance [ complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invesco.com. Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

Why Choosing The Right Scheme Is Key?

The right scheme for investment should be chosen based on the
time horizon, risk profile and tax implications.

For example, if you are looking to invest for a 1-2 year horizon and
can take some risk and want tax efficiency, you could choose an
equity savings fund rather than a pure equity fund or a debt scheme.

If you choose a debt fund, the gains will be subject to tax in line
with your income, while an equity fund could lead to losses in the
short term if markets go down. Changing a scheme mid-way could
lead to an exit load or higher short-term capital gains tax.

Is A Nominee Needed In Your MF Folio?

It is important to make the right nomination as that ensures your
loved ones receive their rightful share promptly and without hassles
and complications. In case you wish to have more than one nominee,
you can add them and mention the percentage share for each of them.

=PRASHANT MAHESH
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KNIPER GARNER DRAWS PRAISE FOR SAXOPHONE SKILLS AFTER
ACTRESS POSTS JAZZY TRIBUTE ON REESE WITHERSPOON'S B'DAY

Russia marks day of mourning
for concert hall victims, toll 137

IS’ Social Media Accounts Post Graphlc V|de0 Of Attack

wla Reutors

People hold a vigil for the victims at a makeshift memorial in Moscow

A shooting suspect is escorted to an investigative panel HQ in Moscow

ussia was observing a na-
Rtiﬂna] day of mourning
on Sunday forvictimsof a
fiery terrorist attack on a sub-
urban Moscow concert venue,
as the death toll climbed to 137
and guestions lingered about
the identities and motives of
the perpetrators. People laid
flowers and lit candles at a me-
morial set up outside the con-
cert hall. Flags were lowered to
half-statff at buildings across
the country, and state media re-
leased a video of President n
Putin lighting a memorial ca-
ndle in a church. The deceased
included three children, and
about 180 people were injured.
Asrescuers continued to se-
arch the damaged building and
the death toll rose as more bodi-
es were found, some families
still didn't know if relatives
who went to the event targeted
by gunmen on Friday were ali-
ve. Moscow's department of he-
alth said Sunday it has begun
identifying the bodies of those
killed via DNA testing, which
will need at least two weeks,
IslamicStategroup's Afgha-

Were gunmen from Tajikistan? Its prez
says ‘terrorists have no nationality’

he president of Tajikistan on Sunday condemned the Moscow

attack in a call with Russian leader Viadimir Putin, amid alle-
gations the gunmen were Tajik citizens. Russian media have alleged
that the four suspected assailants were Tajiks. “Terrorists have no
nationality,” Emomali Rahmon told Putin, The statement contained
no direct reference to the shooters' citizenship. The I15-K group is
active in Tajikistan, which shares a border with Afghanistan. are

nistan affiliate, IS-Khorasan,
claimed responsibility for the
attack, but Putin has not publi-
cly mentioned the Islamist mili-
tant group in connection with
the attackers, who he said had
been trying to escape to Ukrai-
ne, He asserted that some on
“the Ukrainian side” had been
prepared to spirit the gunmen
across the border, Ukraine has
denied any role in the attack.
Russian authorities arrest-
ed four suspected attackers on
Saturday among 11 people detai-
ned over suspicion of involvem-
ent in the attack. Though no co-
urt hearing has been officially
announced, there was a heavy
police presence around Mosc-

ow’s Basmanny district court.
Footage released by Russia's In-
vestigative Committee showed
the suspected attackers being
dragged while blindfolded into
the state body's headguarters
in Moscow. Officials have not
named the shooters, but said
they were all foreign nationals.

In video footage published
by Russian media and Tele-
gram channels with close ties
to the Kremlin, one of the su-
spects said he was offered mo-
ney to carry out the attack. “1
shot people,” the suspect, his
hands tied and his hair held by
an interrogator, a black boot be-
neath his chin, said in poor and
highly accented Russian, When

asked why he said: “For mo-
ney”. The man said he had been
promised half a million roub-
les (a little over $5,000). One was
shown answering questions
through a Tajik translator:
Also, a video lasting about a
minute and half, apparently fil-
med by the gunmen, was posted
on social media accounts typi-
cally used by IS, according to
the SITE intelligence group.
The video, which appears to ha-
ve been filmed from the lobby of
the concert venue, shows seve-
ral individuals with blurred fa-
ces and garbled voices, firing
assault rifles with inert bodies
strewn on the floor and a fire
starting in the background.
Russian investigators said
that after walking through the
theatre shooting spectators,
they set fire to the building,
trapping many inside who died
from smoke inhalation. It was
the deadliest attack on Russian
territory since the 2004 Beslan
school siege, when Islamist mi-
litants took more than 1,000 peo-
ple. including hundreds of

children, hostage. acencies

Russia launches massive missile attack on
Ukraine, one brleﬂy enters Polish airspace

Poland demands explanation from Russia

Pnland demanded an explanation from Russia on Sunday after one
of its missiles strayed briefly into Polish airspace. Armed Forces
Operational Command of Poland, a member of Nato, said ina
statement that there was a violation of Polish airspace at 4.23am
(local time) by one of the cruise missiles launched by Russia against
towns in western Ukraine. The object entered near Oserdow, a
village inan agricultural region near the border with Ukraine, and
stayed in Polish airspace for 39 seconds, the statement said. Polish
defence minister Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz later told reporters
inatelevised news conference that the Russian missile would have
been shot down had there been any indication that it was headin 8|
towards a target in Poland. Polish and Nato F-16s were activated as
part of the strategic response. He said the missile penetrated Polish
airspace about a kilometer or two as Russia was targeting the
region around Lviv in western Ukraine. ap

H}'TV Russian forces launched
an air barrage against Ukraine
on Sunday, including a missile
that briefly crossed into Polish
airspace, while Kyviv's forces st-
ruck two Bussiam ships off the
annexed Crimean peninsula.
Ukrainian air defence dow-
ned 18 out 29 missiles and most
of 28 Shahed drones fired by
Kremlin forces, the country’s
Air Force command said. Local
authoritiesreported 10missiles
downed over Ukraine’s capital
and almost 20 missiles and se-
vendronesaimed at the Lvivre-
gion in the country’s far west,
near the Polish border. The
Russian cruise missile entered
Polish airspace for 39 seconds,
the country’s military said.
Anthorities in Warsaw notified
MNato allies about the incident.

Ukrainians rally in Kyiv on Sunday
to raise awareness about the fate
of their country's prisoners of war

The attack damaged energy
facilities in west Ukraine, No
casualties were reported.

While Ukraine continued to
repel attacks along the 1,200km

HAPPY HOLI!

Reuters

People celebrate Holi in Nairobi, Kenya, on Sunday

frontline, they also took aim at
targets inside Moscow-control-
led areas. Kyiv's forces stuck
Russian vessels and military
installations in annexed Crim-

‘A Chinese-owned
tanker hit by
Houthis in Red Sea’

Dubai: A Chinese-owned oil
tanker was attacked off Yemen
Saturday by ballistic missiles
fired by Houthi rebels. who ha-
ve intensified strikes on Red
Sea shipping, the US military
gald. The Panamanian-flagged,
Chinese-owned and operated
Huang Pu issued a distress call
but did not request assistance,
US Central Command (CENT-
COM)said. “Nocasualties were
reported, and the vessel resu-
med its course,” the statement
said. CENTCOM and the Bri-
tish navy's United Kingdom
Marine Trade Operations
(UKMTO) said a fire had bro-
ken out on board the ship but
was extinguished within 30 mi-
nutes. The Marinetraffic
tracking website later had the
vessel sailing out of the Red
Sea into the Gulf of Aden hea-
ding for its next port of call
which, according to maritime
security agency Ambrey, was
New Mangalore in India. are

ea. Landing ships Yamal and
Azov were struck, as well as a
communications centre and
other military infrastructure
in Sevastopol . eLoomeerc & ap
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Jaishankar dials
Lavrov, conveys
condolences on
Moscow attack

Tines News NETWORK

‘ollowing PM Narendra
l—{ Modi's condemnation of
the Moscow terrorist at-
tack, foreign minister § Jais-
hankar also spoke to his coun-
terpart Sergey Lavrov and con-
veved his "deepest condolen-
ces” on the loss of lives in the
“horrific terrorist attack in
Moscow”. According to a Rus-
sian readout, Jaishankar vehe-
mently condemned the “inhu-
mane” terrorist attack on the
Crocus City Hall concert ve-
nue, which claimed the lives of
more than 130 civilians.

“He reaffirmed India’s res-
olutiontocontinuefighting ter-
rorism in all its manifestations
together with Russia. He offe-
red wordsof support and asked
to convey his sympathy to the
families of the victims, and
wishedaspeedyrecoverytothe
injured,” said the readout.

Modi on Saturday had con-
demned the attack, calling it a
heinous terrorist attack. “We
strongly condemn the heinous
terrorist attack in Moscow. Our
thoughts and prayers are with
the families of the victims,” he
said inaposton X.

US denies Ukraine
role; UK says
Russia creating
‘smokescreen’

Washington: Ukraine had “no
Involvement whatsoever” in
the Moscow concert hall mas-
sacre, the White House said
sunday, after President Putin
suggested a Kyiv connection.

“15 bears sole responsibili-
ty for this attack,” said White
House national security coun-
cil spokeswoman Adrienne
Watson.“1S-Khorasan is actu-
ally, by all accounts, respon-
sible for what happened,” ag-
reed Vice President Kamala
Harris in an interview, refer-
ring to the IS's branch in Afg-
hanistan and Pakistan.

In London, UK finance min-
ister Jeremyv Hunt said the Bri-
tish govt had *very little confi-
dence” in Russia’s statements,
accusing it of trying to “defe-
nd" it'sassaulton Ukraine. “We
know that they are creating a
smokescreen of propaganda to
defend an utterly evil invasion
of Ukraine,” hesaid. arp

Russia scrambles jets

he Russian defence ministry

on Sunday said it had scram-
hled a MiG-31 fighter jet after
theapproachoftwo USB-1B
bombers towards the Russian
border over the Barents Sea.
The US bombers turned away
from the Russian border after
the approach of the MiG-31, the
ministry said. reuTers

Trump to face his
oreatest fears as 2 legal
threats coincide today

New York: Donald Trump is
expected to spend his Mon-
day morning in the courtro-
om of a New York judge who
might soon preside over his
criminal tr-
1al and, ulti-
mately,
throw him
behind bars.
And that's
not even the
legal predicament that wor-
ries Trumpmeost that day
The hearing in his Man-
hattan criminal prosecution
— in which he is accused of
covering up a sex scandal to
pave his way to the presiden-
¢y — comes as he races to
fend off afinancial crisisari-
singfrom a $454 million judg-
ment in another case. New
York Attorney General Leti-
tia James, who brought that
civil fraud suit against the
former president and his fa-
mily business, might begin
tocollectas soon as Monday,
To avoid a mortal threat
to the Trump Organisation,
Trump must persuade anot-
her company to post a bond
on his behalf, promising that
it will cover the judgment if
helosesapendingappealand
failstopay Yet Trump's lawy-
ers in court papers said that
securing the bond would be a
“practical impossibility”, be-
cause he would need to pled-

Indian PhD student at
LSE hit by truck, dies

Naomi Canton

London: A 33-vear-old Indi-
an student from Gurgaon,
pursuing her PhD at the
London School of Econo-
mics, was Killed after being
hit by a lorry while cyeling
back home on March 19.
Cheistha Kochhar died
on the spot. Her husband,
Prashant, a software engi-
neer, was a few yvards ahead
of her on his bike when the
accident occurred. He he-
ard a loud thud and rushed
back to help Cheistha. Poli-
ce officers and paramedics
rushed tothespot and found
her seriously injured. She
died soon after: “The lorry,
believed to be a garbage ve-
hicle, stopped at the scene,
The driver is helping police
with the probe,” police said.
There has been no arrest
and inquiriesareon.,
Cheistha and Prashant
had been married for just
over a vear. Her father, Lt
Gen Dr SP Kochhar, who
was 23rd Signal Officer-in-
Chief of the Indian Army
and her elder brother Rag-

Israel has besieged 2 more Gaza hosps,
demanding evacuatlons Palestinians

Cairo: Israeli forces besieged
two more Gaza hospitals on
Sunday, pinning down medi-
cal teams under heavy gunfi-
re, the Palestinian Red Cre-
scent said, and Israel said it
had captured 480 militants in
continued clashes at Gaza's
main Al Shifa hospital. Israel
says hospitals in the Palesti-
nian enclave, where war has
been raging for over five
months, are used by Hamas
militants as bases. It has rele-
ased videos and pictures sup-
porting the claim,

Hamas and medical staff
deny the accusations.

The Palestinian Red Cre-
scent said one of its staff was
killed when Israeli tanks sud-
denly pushed back into areas
around Al-Amal and Nasser
hospitals in the southern city
of Khan Younis, amid heavy
bombardment and gunfire.

Israeli forces began opera-
ting around Al-Amal, the mili-

A man helps a child injured in
israeli bombardment at the
al-Najjar hospital in Rafah

tary said, following “precise
intelligence... which indicated
that terrorists are using civili-
an infrastructure for terror ac-
tivities in the area of Al-
Amal”. Israeli armoured for-
ces sealed off Al-Amal Hospi-
tal and carried out extensive
bulldozing operations in its vi-
cinity, the Red Crescent said in
a statement. “All of our teams
are in extreme danger at the
moment and are completely
immobilised,” it said.

The Red Crescent said Isra-

eli forces were now deman-
® ding the complete evacuation
of staff, patients and displaced
people from Al Amal’s premi-
ses and were firing smoke
bombs into the area to force
out its occupants,

A displaced Palestinian
was killed inside the hospital
compound after being hit in
the head by Israeli fire, the Red
Crescent said in a later update.

The health ministry in Ha-
mas-run Gaza said dozens of
patients and medical staffers
had been detained by Israeli
forees at Al Shifa in Gaza City
in the enclave’s north that has
been under Israelicontrolfora
week. The Hamas-run govern-
ment media office said Israeli
forces had killed five Palestini-
an doctors during their seven-
day-old swoop on Al Shifa.

The Israeli military did
not immediately respond toa
request for comment on that
report. REUTERS

A rock fell from space into Sweden. Who owns it on Earth?

Stockholm: The iron rock’s jo-
urney from thedepths of space
ended with a thud in a pine for-
est, north of Stockholm, on a
Nov night four years ago. Its
irajectory was caught on seve-
ral camerasused totrack mete-
oroids. That led to a weekslong
hunt and an even longer court
fight over an unusual gues-
tion: Who owns an unearthly
object that falls to Earth?

Diavs after the rock landed,
Anders Zetterqvist, a geolo-
gist, found thesite where it first
hit the ground. After several

weeks of searching, his friend,
Andreas Forsberg, afellow geo-
logist, found the 30-pound
chunk sticking out of the moss
where it had ricocheted, about
230 feet away, “It was the find of
alifetime forme,” hesaid. Most
meteoroids that make it to the
Earth’s atmosphere burn up
on entry, leaving only a trace of
light—-called ameteor —inthe
sky So-called fresh-fall meteo-
rites are compared to old ones
found buried in the ground.
The meteorite north of 5t-
ockholm, made of iron, wasthe

Falls of iron metearites are rare
globally. Laws regulating the
ownership of found meteorites
vary from country to country. In
Sweden, there are none. In France,
‘the first to put his or her hands on
it has ownership of it", In Denmark,
they are the property of the state
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10th fresh-fall meteorite to have
been found in Sweden, and one
of only a handful of fresh-fall
iron meteorites found inthe wo-
rid, Forsberg said. The men to-
ok the rock to the Swedish Mu-
seum of Natural History, where
it has been held sinee 2020,

A week after the geologists
went public with their find, the
owner of the estate where the
meteorite had been found, Jo-
han Benzelstierna von Engest-
rom, sent a letter to the muse-
um claiming ownership. Laws
regulating the ownership of

meteorites vary from country
tocountry. In Sweden, there are
none. In France, “thefirst to put
his or her hands on it has ow-
nershipof it. In Denmark, they
are the property of the state.

In Dec 2022, the a district co-
urt ruled in favour of the geolo-
rists, deeming the meteorite
movable property Engestrom
appealed. On Thursday, the ap-
peals court in Stockholm ruled
in favour of him. Judge Robert
Green said the appeals court's
ruling turned on twoquestions:
whether meteorites could be

considered “immovable” pro-
perty and the extent of a Swe-
dish customary law, known as
“Allemansritten,” that provi-
des the right of public access.
“The point of departure regar-
ding immaovable property is
that the landowner has the
right to it,” he said. The geolo-
gists have not decided whether
to appeal tot he Supreme Court.
Forsberg was disappointed.
“It's sad for all enthusiasts. If
people don't think thev'll get a
reward, how are we going to get
people out searching?” nyr

POETRY IS MEANT
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Ireland set to get its
youngest PM as
Simon Harrs, 37,

elected party leader

q imon Harris became [rish

prime minister in waiting

The twin threats . /on Sunday pledging to
. help small business, focus on
El'}‘Stﬂ.lJEE two of law and orderand tackle migra-
Trump’s longest-held tion after his unopposed elec-
fears: a criminal tion to succeed
conviction and a public o e
perception that he governing Fine
does not have as much Gaeﬁin;ryst -
. ris, a 37-

cash as he claims Gearald ik
ster best known for helping ste-

oe about $550 million in cash er the country's initial respon-

setoCovid-19, will be voted in as
Ireland’s youngest ever prime
minister when parliament next
sits on April 9 thanks to sup-
port from coalition partners.

He will have nomorethana
vear to save the coalition from
defeat at parliamentary elec-
tions. Polls for the last three ve-
ars have put Sinn Fein, a left-
wing party that backs unifica-
tion with British-run Nort-
hernIreland, asthe favourite to
head the next govt. “This is a
moment for Fine Gael toreset,”
Harris told hundreds of mem-
bers at a packed party event in
the midlands town of Athlone.

Varadkar anmounced his
departure to widespread shock
Wednesday, catching even his
closest allies by surprise, say-
ing Fine Gael would stand a bet-
ter chanee of re-election under
another leader: rReuTers

and liguid investments as
collateral to the bond compa-
ny — an admission that laid
bare Trump’s cash crunch.
Unless Trump strikes an
eleventh-hour deal, James
could freeze his bank acco-
unts, and begin the long and
complicated process of sei-
zing some of his properties.
And barring Trump’s lawy-
ers achieving an improbab-
le legal triumph, the judge
in his criminal case could
set a trial date for as soon as
next month. The twin thre-
ats —on the same day;, in the
same city — crystallize two
of Trump's greatest and
longest-held fears: a crimi-
nal conviction and a public
perception that he does not
have as much cash as he cla-
ims. Trump has conceded
that the charges pained him,
“Nobody wants to be indic-
ted,” he said in June. nvr

Indian dies in
car accidentin
Pennsylvania

New York: In a tragic inci-
dent, a 24-vear-old Indian pro-
fessional was killed ina car ac-
cident in the US state of Penn-
sylvania. Arshia Joshi lost her
life on March 21, the Consulate
General of India in New York
said in a post on X on Saturday;,
expressing deep condolences
to her family, Joshi had comp-
leted her graduation last yvear:
The consulate said it is in
touch with Joshi's family and
local community leaders. “Ex-
tending all possible assistance
to transport her mortal remas-
ins to India at the earliest,” it
said, without divulging more
details about the deceased.
Volunteer-based nonprofit
organisation TEAM Aid is as-
sisting in sending Joshi’s mor-
tal remains to Delhi to her fa-
milv TEAM Aid’s primary fo-
cus has been to help members
of the Indian community who
are either travelling or living
abroad and face dire situa-
tions such as accidents, suici-
des, homicides or sudden de-
ath of loved ones, In the past
week alone, TEAM Aid has
sent the remains of five indivi-
duals to India and organised
three local funerals, founder
Mohan Nannapaneni said. e

hav have rushed to the UK.

Born in Bareilly, UE she
had been living in Gurgaon
before moving to London
with her husband last Sept
to pursue afour-year PhD in
organisational behaviour
management on a full scho-
larship. Before that she wor-
ked for NITI Aayog where
sheset up the nudge unit for
behavioural sciences, and
also worked with the Bill
and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion at the Centre for Social
and Behaviour Change.

She studied economics at
Delhi University, and later at
the Universities of Chicago,
Ashoka and Pennsylvania.

*Wot only was she intel-
ligent and hard-working,
she was compassionate
too,” her father said. “Her
good nature was infectious.
Shewas popular and helpiful
and made a mark for herself
atayoungage, She wasana-
tionalist. She was very clear
in her mind she would get
educated in the UK and then
go back toIndia. Wearehere
tosee that we take her rema-
ins back to India,” he said.

AROUND THE WORLD

GET, SET, SERVE: Waiters take part in a 2-km race in Paris on
Sunday where they have to single-handedly carry a tray bearing a
coffee, a glass of water and a croissant, Speed 15 of essence in the
race but points are deducted for spills. The race was first held in 1914

sectors in Germany, like other
European countries, are suffe-

Hit by manpower

Shﬂrtﬂge, Germall ring from a serious manpower
= shortage. Public transport op-
clhes gEt Stu'de“ts erators have warned they may
1 have to reduce the number of
tﬂ drl\fe tmm buses, trams or metros. Other
Seated before the tram's German cities like Mannheim
control panel, Benedikt and Munich have also begun
Hanne, 24, deftly steered the tapping students as part-tim-
red and white wagons, hours ers to fill public transport gaps.
before heading to Nuremberg
university to study forasocial  Japanese baseball fans bid
work degree. Squeezed by a farewell to lucky’ KFC statue
serious manpower shortage, A plastic statue of Kentucky
public transport operators like  Fried Chicken's founder Colonel
Nuremberg's city service VAG  Sanders that was a lucky ch-

have had to find new sources
to expand their pool of wor-
kers. The VAG needs to recruit
160 new drivers annually to run
its metro, trams and buses.
The transport company put out

arm for superstitious Japanese
baseball fans has been "dispo-
sed of" 15 years after being
dredged out of an Osaka river.
Jubilant supporters of Osaka’s
Hanshin Tigers flung the effigy

an advert targeted at universi- — and themselves — into Doto-
ty students, offering a part- nbori river in 1985 after winni-
time job to drive trams outside  ng Japan's version of the World

Series, KFC said the statue was
now “too dilapidated to maint-
ain®. A ritual “showing grati-
tude™ was held at a temple and
attended by baseball fans.

school hours. To qualify, they
need a regular driver’s licence,
be above 21 years of age, and
be “reliable and suitable for
driving and shift work". Many
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VENUE: CHINNASWAMY
PBKS  RCB

“LAST SEASON | KEPT WICKETS
IN A FEW GAMES, AND IT GAVE
ME CONFIDENCE. I'M LOOKING
FORWARD TO CONTRIBUTING
MORE AS A WICKETKEEPER-
BATTER. IT'S CLEAR THAT | HAVE
TO BAT IN THE MIDDLE-ORDER.”

Won by  Won by
Punjab RCB

17

(55%)

FACE-OFF 3 1
RCB
PEKS VS .

TV TIME (45%)

7.30 PM

STAR SPORTS / IIOCINEMA

Sabu.Cherian@timesgroup,com

Ahmedabad: At 107/2 in 12 overs
chasing 168 set by Gujarat Titans,
five-time champions Mumbai In-
dians were looking to kill the
chase with balls to spare. But, the
Titans, like they have done in
their previous two seasons, ap-
plied the squeeze by delivering
tight overs and eking out a six-
run win in their opening match
of the 17th edition at the Naren-
dra Modi Stadium, in Ahmedabad.
Left-arm spinner R Sai
Kishore (1/24) trapped a danger-
ous-looking Rohit Sharma (43 off
29b; Tx4, 1x6) in front in the 13th
over. Veteran pacer Mohit Shar-
ma (1/32) had Dewald Brewis (46
off 38b; 2x4, 3x6) caught off his
own bowling while Afghan leg-
spinner Rashid Khan threw in
two miserly overs to apply the
choke on Mumbai Indians, who
lost vet another opening match.
Afghan pacer Azmatullah
Omarzai had earlier dismissed
opener Ishan Kishan (0) and num-
ber three batter Naman Dhir (20)
to leave Indians at 30/2. Sharma
and Brewis stitched together a
strokeful 77-run partnership for
the third wicket to put the Indians
in ascendancy before they lost
their way in the middle overs.
Earlier, Mumbai Indians’ pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah deliv-
ered four masterful overs of T20
bowling to stifle Gujarat in their
much-anticipated clash. Bumrah
showed what the five-time cham-
pions missed in the last edition
as the local boy recorded figures
of 3/13 to help restrict the Titans
to 168/6 in 20 overs.
If not for southpaw Rahul Te-
watia’s 15-ball 22 (2x4, 1x6), which

12/10 7/10

TITANS APPLY
CHOKE ON MI

Gujarat Pip Mumbai By 6 Runs In Marquee Clash

too clipped him neatly off his
legs for another boundary in the
opening over.

With the ball holding up in the
pitch slightly, run scoring was dif-
ficult and the introduction of
Bumrah in the fifth over saw the
pacer clean up Saha for 19 (15b;
4x4) with a vorker.

Though Gill (31 off 22b; 3x4,
1x6) hit left-arm spinner Shams
Mulani for a six and four in his
first over, he was finding it diffi-
cult to up the ante and in a bid to
break the shackles, he tried to loft
leg spinner Pivush Chawla over
the fence, only to be caught by
Rohit Sharma.

(1ll’s middling contribution
meant Titans were looking at a
less than competitive total. New
Afghan recruit Azmatullah
Omarzai(17) was undone by the
pace of South African Gerald
Coetzee while Bumrah outfoxed
David Miller (12) with a
slower one.

Southpaw Sai Sudharshan,
who held one end up with a vital
contribution of 45, was also
caught by Tilak Varma in the
deep off Bumrah's bowling.

It was not until Tewatia, who
smacked a six and two boundaries
over the third man of the 18th
over bowled by Wood, that Titans
managed to cross 150. Coetzee
(2/27yand Bumrah closed out the
innings giving away just 14 runs
from the two overs to keep the
Titans to 168,

Ml have lost their
opening IPL fixture
in twelve
successive years -

between 2013 and 2024.

Yogesh Chawda

OLD MATES! Hardik
Pandya walks back
after his dismissal as
GT's Umesh Yadav and
Shubman Gill look on
p 3

Skipper Samson shows the
way as RR win their opener

Mandakini.Shalya@timesgroup.com

Jaipur: Rajasthan Royals tasked Sandeep
Sharma with a tough job — to stop the
growing partnership of 85 off 51 balls
between KL Rahul (58 off 44 balls) and
Nicholas Pooran (64 not out off 41 balls)
as Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) needed
491rom 24 balls. The seamer did not disap-
point and eliminated the threat in the 17th
over with Rahul's wicket.

Ravichandran Ashwin followed it up
with Marcus Stoinis’ (3 off 4 balls) scalp
before Avesh Khan successfully defended
27 runs in the last over to ensure Rovals
opened their campaign with a 20 runs vic-
tory at the SMS Stadium here on Sundayv.

Pacers Trent Boult and Nandre Burg-
er got the Royals’ defence off to a perfect

.

Sanju Samson in action on Sunday

Arvind Sharma

Sundayv afternoon was no different.

The game is built by perception.
Sandeep (Sharma) has been an
unsung hero. He stepped up for Prasidh
(Krishna) last year. He (Sandeep) is a
character; it's about the fight they have. A
bowler for a fight is way more valuable
than a bowler with a skill.” -R Ashwin | rr

Sanju Samson's knock is
the highest individual score
for Rajasthan Royals vs LSG
in the IPL. The previous
best was 59* off 36 balls by Shimron

Hetmyer in Mumbai on April 10, 2022.
Stats: Rajesh Kumar

runs with Rivan Parag (43 off 29 balls). It
was a tricky rebuilding period after Roy-
als were 49/2 in 5 overs and needed a part-
nership toflourish. Later, Samson joined
hands with Dhruv Jurel (20 not out off
12 balls) in the 17th over as the duo
thrashed 43 runs in collaboration.
Rowvals’ plan to give Parag ‘a per-
fect position to bat’ this vear paid

SCOREBOARD (GT VS MI)

GT: W Saha b Bumrah 19, 5 Gill ¢ Rohit b Chawla 31,5
Sudharsan c Tilak b Bumrah 45, A Omarzai c Tilak b
Coetzee 17, D Miller ¢ Hardik b Bumrah 12, V Shankar not
out 6, R Tewatia c Dhir b Coetzee 22, R Khan not out 4;
Extras: (Ib4, w7, nhl) 12; Total: (6 wkis) 168; Fow: 1-31,
2-64, 3-104, 4-133, 5-134, 6-161; Bowling: Hardik 3-0-30-0,
Wood 2-0-25-0, Bumrah 4-0-14-3, Mulani 3-0-24-0, Chawla
3-0-31-1, Dhir 1-0-13-0, Coetzee 4-0-27-2.

MI: | Kishan ¢ Saha b Omarzai 0, R Sharma lbw b Sai
Kishore 43, N Dhir Ibw b Omarzai 20, D Brevis c&b Mohit
46, T Varma ¢ sub (A Manohar) b Johnson 25, T David ¢
Miller b Mohit 11, H Pandya ¢ Tewatia b Yadav 11, G
Coetzee c & b Johnson 1, S Mulani not put 1, P Chawla c
Rashid b Yadav 0, J Bumrah not out 1; Extras: (w3) 3; Total
(9 wkis) 162; FoW: 1-0, 2-30, 3-107, 4-129, 5-142, 6-148,
7-150, B-160, 9-160; Bowling: Omarzai 3-0-27-2, Yadav 3-0-
31-2, Rashid 4-0-23-0, S Kishore 4-0-24-1, Johnson 2-0-25-
2, Mohit 4-0-32-2.

SCOREBOARD (RR VS LSG)

RR: ¥ Jaiswal ¢ Pandya b Mohsin 24, ] Buttler ¢ Rahul b
Naveen 11, S Samson not out 82, R Parag ¢ sub (Hooda) b
Naveen 43, S Hetmyer ¢ Rahul b Bishnoi 5, D Jurel not out
20; Extras: (Ibl, w6, nb1) 8; Total (4 wkis) 193; FoW: 1-13,
2-49, 3-142, 4-150; Bowling: Mohsin 4-0-45-1, Naveen 4-0-
41-2, Krunal 4-0-19-0, Bishnoi 4-0-38-1, Thakur 3-0-43-0,
Badoni 1-0-6-0.

LSG: Q de Kock ¢ Burger b Boult 4, KL Rahul ¢ Jurel b
Sandeep 58, D Padikkal b Boult 0, A Badoni ¢ Buttler b
Burger 1, D Hooda c Jurel b Chahal 26, N Pooran not out
&4, M Stoinis ¢ Jurel b Ashwin 3, K Pandya not out 3;
Extras: (Ib5, w9) 14; Total (6 wkts) 173; Fow: 1-4, 2-10,
3-11, 4-60, 5-145, 6-154; Bowling: Boult 4-0-35-2, Burger
3-0-30-1, Ashwin 4-0-35-1, Avesh 3-0-21-0, Chahal 3-0-25-
1, Sandeep 3-0-22-1.

‘Russell world’s
best on his day’

Archiman.Bhaduri@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Andre Russell repaid the faith Kolk-
ata Knight Riders have had on him over the
years at the Eden Gardens on Saturday. The
knights were looking down the barrel against
Sunrisers Hvderabad, having lost four wickets
inside eight overs, but Russell's power hitting
saw them end up at 208 for seven. Opener Phil
Salt, who had played alongside Russell in Man-
chester Originals in The Hundred, was
excited watching the West Indian hit
seven sixes and three fours in his
25-ball unbeaten 64.
“He’'s a phenomenal ball striker:
The best in the world on his day,”
Salt said after their four-run win.

start. Bowling in tandem, the duo reduced
LSG to 3-11 in 3.1 overs.
Earlier, having elected to bat first, it

In 2020, he logged 74 (32) against Chen-
nai super Kings, in 2021 it was 119 (63)
against Punjab Kings, and in 2022 and

dividends, at least in the first outing.
Instead of sending him at the usual
sixth or seventh slot, the Assam yvoung-

*S0, to see him do what he did, obvi-
ously is incredible. Love watching it,

included an 19-run over off left-
arm pacer Luke Wood, Titans

were staring at a below-par total.

At the toss, Mumbai captain
Hardik Pandya called correctly
and elected to bowl first. Open-
ing the proceedings, his first
ball was cut to the point bound-
ary by opener Wriddhiman Saha
while new captain Shubman Gill

3/14

Bumrah has produced his best
bowling performance vs GT in the
IPL. In his only previous game
against them, he had gone
wicketless in 2022.

was Royals skipper Sanju Samson who
propped them up with a smartly curated
unbeaten 82 oft 52 balls, which included
3 fours and 6 sixes, to help set a solid tar
get of 193/4 in 20 overs.

Since 2020, Samson has made it a sort
of ritual to score at least a half-century
in the opening game of the Royals. And

2023 he struck 55 (27) and 55 (32) versus
Sunrisers. Throughout his stay, the
29-year-old never looked in a hurry or
inclined to go for glory shots. Samson
simply played his natural game.

The Royals captain took the crease in
the second over. The IPL veteran first
built a third-wicket partnership of 93

ster was made to play at No. 4 and he re-
sponded well to the situation.

There was much hype around Royals

openers, but they failed to click. Only two
overs into the match and Jos Buttler (11
off 9 balls) was dismissed. Yashasvi
Jaiswal failed to build his innings after
making 24 off 12 balls.

RCB seek home comfort
Play Next 3 Games In Bengaluru, Punjab First Up

Ashim.Sunam@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: A good start usually sets
the tone for the season, and on that
count the Roval Challengers Bengalu-
ru got off the wrong foot. They lost
their IPL season opener to Chennai
Super Kings on Friday But Faf du Ples-
sis and his men have a golden oppor-
tunity to set things right as they play
their next three games on home turt.
First up, they face Punjab Kings at
the M Chinnaswamy stadium here on

Monday The visitors will be high on
confidence following their four-wicket
win over Delhi Capitals on Saturday.
If RCB, who won three of the seven
games at the venue last season are to
deliver in the 17th edition, they need
to make their home advantage count
at a venue which is primarily a batting
paradise. RCB have the batters to ex-
ploit such conditions.

Virat Kohli, who batted for almost
30 minutes at the nets on Sunday,
Glenn Maxwell and skipper Faf Du

/=~ Last season | kept wickets in a
confidence. I'm looking forward to
contributing more as a wicketkeeper-
batter. The communication (from the
team has been very
clear - | have to bat in the middle

order.” -Anuj Rawat | rce

Plessis form the fulcrum of the line-
up. With Cameron Green and Rajat
Patidar in the middle order, the trio,
which showcased a rich form last sea-
son, can play freely, After falling to
78/5 against CSK, Bengaluru's top five
will be determined to put up a good

show in front of their home fans.

It would also be fair to say that RCB.
compared to last season, have better
batting depth. Anuj Rawat's 25-ball 48
in the last game will inspire confi-
dence, while the seasoned Dinesh
Karthik is a proven good finisher.
Green is another middle-order bat who
has it in him to win matches single-
handedlv. Patidar will be itching to
make an impact too.

On paper, a fascinating contest is on
the cards between the RCB batters and
the all-round Punjab bowling unit. In
Sam Curran, Kagiso Rabada and Ar-
shdeep Singh, the away team has a
potent pace attack. The spin duo of
Rahul Chahar and Harpreet Brar pro-
vides balance.

Meanwhile, their new acquisition
Harshal Patel, who was surprisingly
released by RCB ahead of the last aue-
tion, brings an intriguing sub-plot.
The death over specialist knows his
opposition well and will be keen to
prove a point on a ground where he
has been successful.

On the other hand, the hosts must
up their bowling game plan significant-
ly. Mohammed Siraj’s ability to take
early wickets holds the key, but death
bowling continues to be a pressing con-
cern, where Alzarri Joseph needs to
come good.

With such a below-par attack, Pun-
jab batters Shikhar Dhawan, Liam
Livingstone, Jonny Bairstow among
others will be eager to dominate.

IS but, vou know, it's no surprise to me, |
don't think it's a surprise to anybody
on the ground. When he’s on, he's incredible.”
sunrisers Hyderabad must have fancied
their chance till Russell appeared with his
sledgehammer. “You feel like you've some con-
trol, but because of the power and the skill, he
{Russell) takes the game away,” SRH coach Dan-
iel Vettori said. “At this ground (Eden) in par-
ticular and how good the surface is, it's very
tricky (to challenge Russell). Obviously, yvou get
some chances when balls go in the air, but his
power is second to none,” Vettori added.

Ramandeep, Harshit make an impact:

The SEH coach felt it was voung Ramandeep
Singh who made a huge difference. The 26-vear-old
scored vital 35 runs off 17 balls but more impor-
tantly put together 54 runs with Salt that steadied
the KKR innings. “Ramandeep’s innings set up
the platform for Russell,” Vettori said.

“I don’t think we underestimated him (Ra-
mandeep), but the shots he played were fan-
tastic and put the pressure back on us,” the
former New Zealand spinner said. “With Salt
well set at the other end, it allowed him to play
his game, and there was no pressure for him
to take too many risks.”

GALLERY

Amir comes out
of retirement

Karachi: Controversial
Pakistan left-arm pacer
Mohammad Amir has
decided to come out of
international retirement
and make himself available
for selection for the up-
coming T20 World Cup in
the Americas in June. Amir
wrote on *X": “There has
been few positive dis-
cussions between myself
and the PCB where they
respectfully made me feel
that | was needed and can
still play for Pakistan. After
discussing with family and
we'll wishers | declare that |
am available to be conside-
red for upcoming T20WC, |
want do this for my country
as it comes before my
personal decisions. Donning
the green jersey and ser-
ving my country has always
been, and will continue to
be, my greatest aspira-
tions.”

Shubankar finishes tied
7thin Singapore: Shub-
hankar Sharma briefly
shared the lead on the back
nine of the final day, but the
Indian dropped two crucial
shots and finished tied-
seventh at the Porsche
Singapore Classic in Singa-
pore on Sunday. Sharma
shot rounds of 68-69-68-T1
for a 12-under total and
ended five behind the even-
tual winner Jesper Svensson.
AGENCIES

Twin ambitions for Rasmus

Highest-Ranked Player At Indian Open Aims To Join His
Brother On The PGA Tour, And Secure A Fifth European Win

Getty Images

Moushumi.Borai@timesgroup.com

~ ™ uess which Hojgaard 1s coming to
town?

I Identical twins Rasmus and
Nicolai have been turning a few heads
in Europe for a few seasons now, And
while fans have been deceived by the ap-
pearances of the 23-vear-old Danish gol-
fers, their unigue styles give the names
away to the more discerning observer.

Itwillbe Rasmusshowinghisskills
at the Hero Indian Open in Gurgaon
this week. Last year, it was Nicolai
who made the journey. “I have spoken
to my brother a little about the course
andwhat toexpect, butwedon't tend to
share ‘tips’ as we have very different
games, the four-time winner on the
European Tour shared in an e-mail in-
teraction with TOIl. “I've heard great
things about the country, culture and
the DLF golf course soI'm looking for-
ward to visiting India for the first ti-
me,” he added.

The success stories of the first brot-
hers to win back-to-back titles on the Eu-
ropean Tour have had a certain patiern.

Rasmus, the fastest Dane to a Euro-
pean Tour title at 18 years and 271 days,
had been stealing the show but it was
histwin whowasacaptain’s pick for the
2023 Ryder Cupteam and crossed the At-
lantic with the coveted PGA Tour card.

“It was always inevitable our care-
ers would develop at different stages,”
Rasmus explained, layving down the
facts. “Nicolai started off strong with
hissecond placeatthe KLM Open, thenl
managed to secure my card at &-school
and win shortly after, then he has had
hisrecent success. We know we will pro-
bably never become completely separa-

Rasmus Hojgaard

te ‘entities’ as we look the same, but we
trv tolook at our careers individually.™

Rasmus also got a taste of the Euro-
pe vs US showdown as an assistant to
Thomas Bjorn, but missed the Ameri-
can dream by a whisker. Swinging fort-
unes may have split their pathway, but
Rasmus is confident that he will be joi-
ning hissibling soon on US shores,

He understands there will be more
ups and downs in golf than any other
sports, but isaware of his capabilities.
“(zlven how much of the season I mis-
sed last vear (two-and-a-half months)
due to a shoulder injury and how long
it took my body to feel healthy, I reflec-
ted positively on the season, despite
the disappointment. If I remain fit, I
should be able to achieve one of the 10
cardsthisseason.lcanaccept the ebbs
and flows of thesport, soltry not tolet
itget tometoomuch.”

The brothers have been used to
“mixed emotions” over the years. *Ni-
colai and I have a very healthy, competi-
tive relationship. I wouldn't call it a ‘ri-
valry' as we are very supportive of each
other, but it's always been competitive
since we were yvoung, If Nicolai is per-

FAST FACTS

Rasmus Hojgaard (Denmark)
*Born12.03.2001(23 years)

*World No. 76, highest-ranked golfer at
the Hero Indian Open this week; Race
to Dubai position: 9

*Surname pronounced “Hoy-gor”

*He and his twin brother Nicolai were
the first brothers to winin consecutive
weeks onthe Tour (Aug-Sep 2021)
*Injusthis 5thstart on the European
Tour, became the third youngest
player in history to win (in 2020)
*4-time winner on the European Tour
*Best this season: 2nd atthe Ras Al
Khaimah Championship; Two other
Top 10s.

forming well, it makes me even more fo-
cused and that has helped us get to whe-
re wedre today,” he said.

Ithasbeenmoreof astrugglefordad
Ole and mom Tina. “In the early vears,
ves, as they didn’t know how to celebra-
te with one and support the other, but
that's become a lot easier over time.
They understood our careers were not
always going to be side-hy-side.”

The World No. 76 is currently third
in the race for two slots in the Denmark
Olyvmpic team, behind his brother (37)
and Thorbjorn Olesen (66). Is twinning
in Paris on his mind? “It's another goal
that I can only control by playing good
golf. It's a motivator but not something
I'mparticularly thinking too much abo-
utatthisstage.”

For now, he has clear ambitions, “I
have some obvious goals, such as ear-
ningoneof thel0cardsforthe PGA tour
and adding another win, but my focus is
always on improving the stats. if I can
see gains in the areas | need to statisti-
cally improve, that should take care of
the results.

Sri Lanka push Bangladesh to

Svlhet: Dhananjaya de Silva
and Kamindu Mendis both
slammed their second century
of the match as Sri Lanka set
up a s1l-run target for Bangla-
desh before pushing the hosts
to the corner in the first Test
on Sunday, The visitors were
all out for 418 in their second
innings at Sylhet, with Mendis
making 164 runs to go with his
102 in the first innings and De
Silva, whoalso scored 102 runs
in the first innings, adding 108.
Sri Lankan pacers began
the victory push immediate-
Iy, reducing Bangladesh to
47-5 at stumps, with 464 more
needed for an unlikely win.
Vishwa Fernando clai-
med 3-13, while Kasun Rajitha
and Lahiru Kumara each cla-

imed a wicket as Mahmudul
Hasan (0), Najmul Hossain
Shanto (8), Zakir Hasan (19),
Shahadat Hossain (0) and Li-
ton Das (0)all departed.

“Of course, it's a bad
thing, because we're all doing
bad together,” Mehidy Hasan
Miraz said of Bangladesh's
batting. “Evervone has to
play well in Test cricket,
otherwise it will be difficult.”

The sorry display from
Bangladesh batsmen came af-
ter de Silva and Mendis had
dominated the bowlers for
the better part of the day, be-
coming only the third pair in
Test history to score a centu-
ry in both innings.

The Chappell brothers,
Greg and Ian, of Australia

i brink after de Silva, Mendis feat

achieved thefeatagainst New
Zealand in March 1974, before
Misbah-ul-Haq and Azhar Ali
emulated it against Australia
in Abu Dhabi in 2014,

The pair, who shared 202
runs in Sri Lanka's first in-
nings total of 280 runs, put on
173 runstogether this time.

“I'mvery happy... themain
reason 1s the talent and deter-
mination these players pos-
sess,” Sri Lanka batting coach
Thilina Kandambyv said. Me-
hidy broke their parinership.
before finishing with 4-74 for
Bangladesh. Resuming on
119-5, the visitors lost night-
watchman Fernando (four)
early to Khaled Ahmed, befo-
re de Silva and Mendis took
control. are

Troubled Aryna exits in Miami

traumatic week for
Awnrld No.2 Aryna Saba-

lenka came to an end
with a third round, three set
loss in the Miami Open to Uk-
rainian Anhelina Kalinina
on Saturday. The 6-4, 16, 6-1
win for the 36th ranked Kali-
nina prompted Sabalenka,
who had kept her emotions in
check through both of her ga-
mes at Hard Rock Stadium, to
smash her racket violently
into the court. On Monday,
Belarusian Sabalenka’s for-
mer boyfriend, ex-NHL play-
er Konstantin Koltsov, died in

Aryna Sabalenka gestures during
her match against Kalinina

Miami after what police cal-
led an “apparent suicide”.
The pair had been in a rela-
tionship until recently and Sa-
balenka only announced they
were no longer together follo-

wing the death. On Friday, she
looked In control as she defea-
ted her close friend Paula Ba-
dosa of Spain in straight sets.
But given the late slot on the
main stadium court, Sabalen-
ka looked to be feeling the stra-
in more as she struggled for
any kind of consistency.

After losing the opening
set, sheutterly dominated Ka-
linina in the second, with her
serve and powerful backhand
too much for the Ukrainian.

Once Kalinina broke in the
third, Sabalenka's focus and
composure deserted her, are
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A fresh stat:

Endrick Makes History As Brazil Beat
England In Friendly To Launch New Era &

London: Real Madrid-bound Endrick became

the yvoungest men’s plaver to

national goal at Wemblev as Brazil beat Eng-

land 1-0 in a friendly.

Endrick, who will move from Palmeiras to
Madrid at the end of the season when he turns
18, struck nine minutes after coming on as a

second half substitute.

“My family is here, my girlfriend, my
agents. I am not much of a erier, I am holding
myself, but this is something unique and I am

very happy.” he said.

-
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score an inter-
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Based on his second half cameo, Madrid has
secured another major talent for the future,

Coming on for Rodryvgo in the 71st minute,
Endrick wasted little time to make his mark, fir-
ing into an empty net after Vinicius Junior was
denied by England goalkeeper Jordan Pickford,
Endrick could not hide his delight as he raced
away in celebration and dropped to his knees
— even though he did have to wait for VAR to
confirm the goal following a check for offside.

It was his first senior goal for Brazil and, at
the age of 17 vears, 246 days, a record for an
international game at Wembley, according to

statistician Opta.

COACH

He might have scored another, but could

not beat Pickford with a late chance.
“All of this affected me a little at the end,

the chance I had at the end.

Endrick said. “I was just thinking about scor-
ing. I could only think about that. I couldn’t
think about the match any longer.”
Ultimately, his one goal was enough to win
the match and end England’s 21-game unbeaten

streak at the national stadium.

“We know he's a dangerous player. He's man-
aged to follow in for the goal,” Three Lions man-
ager Gareth Southgate said. “We should have
defended the goal better than we did. It's a bril-

liant moment for him.” acencies

—Dorival Junior, sraziL

pean Championship, midfielder Aure-
lien Tchouameni said.
Florian Wirtz scored Germany's

Endrick fastest international goal after seven worked
1 became the seconds before the Euro 2024 hosts dou-
I will not lie,” bled their lead early in the second half
youngest through Kai Havertz to earn victory in
player to score for the Lyon friendly. “T think we were out-
_Bfﬂﬂ' since Ronaldo classed in every department,” Tchoua- skiina
in 1994, He became meni told French TV network TF1.
the youngest male “We couldn’t put our game plan in
goalscorer for club place. We came up against a great
or country at team. We need to do better, individu-
mhlw at iust 17 ally and collectively. “It’s a wake-up
and 246 d call, but there's no need to overreact
years ays. either. We are aware of and confident

in our qualities.”

Retitars
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ENDRICK
(NO. 21)
CELEBERATES
HIS FIRST
GOAL FOR
BRAZIL

efet aake—u call for

on the move in training.

2013 win over Ecuador.

On only a few

occasions
ghie won 1o Bgtand :

e won in Englan

sz France, says Tchouameni
something about us.
But we must not lose Lyon: France were completely out- Tony Kroos, coaxed out of interna-
sight of the fact that classed by Germany in their 2-0 defeat tional retirement for the upcoming
this is just the start on Saturday and should treat the loss FEuropean Championship, wasted no
of our work.” as a wake-up call ahead of the Euro- time with a precise pass for Wirtz, who

let fly from outside the penalty area to
score in off the crossbar after seven
seconds. Kroos later confirmed they

The German soccer federation said
it was the guickest goal ever scored in
a national team game. The previous
best was nine seconds by Lukas Podol-

“It was an important step forward,”
Kroos said after his first Germany
game for nearly three vears.

“It was clear to us with regard to
the European Championship that we
were getting to the last opportunities
to build some confidence and we'll
take that today.” acencies

Rampant Odisha claim maiden title

Sudeshna Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: It was a thriller of a
finale to the seventh season of
Indian Women’s League (IWL) as
Odisha FC clinched their first
women's title by beating Kick-
start FC 6-0 at Kalinga Stadium

_ WOMEN'S LEAGUE |

in Bhubaneswar on Sunday. Odi-
sha FC's ambition for the Indian
top-tier title has been evident in
their two yvears in the league.
From roping in Crispin Chhetri,
who had guided Sethu FC to the
final in 2022, at the helm to luring
in the best performing Indian

plavers in the league — in the
likes of Indumathi Kathiresan
from defending champions Goku-
lam Kerala — and providing
them with the top-class facilities,
Odisha had left no stone un-
turned in their hurried quest for
the women's crown.

“This win is massive and
Odisha deserves to be in AFC
with all the infrastructure they
are building,” coach Chhetri
told TOI from Bhubaneswar
after the triumph.

However, with just two
points separating them from
Gokulam when they took field
against Kickstart on the day
they could not afford a final-day

stumble and the Odisha coach
knew the task at hand.

“*Champions don’t need to be
asked to do extra work. They do
it. They understand that excel-
lence involves doing more than
what's required.” Chhetri wrote
on the dressing room board
ahead of the match.

FERGUSON FLUFFS PENALTY AS
IRELAND DRAW WITH BELGIUM

Dublin: Ireland striker Evan Ferguson missed a first-half
penalty as interim manager John 0'Shea began his tenure
with a 0-0 home draw against Belgium in a friendly on
Saturday. The home side were awarded a spot-kick, but
Ferguson's penalty was poor and Belgium goalkeeper Matz
Sels saved it with his feet. Belgium have now gone 11 games
undefeated under coach Domenico Tedesco since a
disastrous 2022 World Cup campaign in Qatar.

And they responded like
true champions by mustering
the must-win scenario with
ease as Lynda Kom (117, 66’ 77")
hit a hat-trick, Pyvari Xaxa (13",
22") ended her season with
eight goals including a final-
day brace and Karthika Anga-
muthu (58") scored a screamer
for the new champions.

the bottom corner. acencies

6 SECONDS! BAUMGARTNER SCORES
FASTEST GOAL FOR AUSTRIA

Austria's Christoph Baumgartner scored six seconds after
kickoff in Saturday’s 2-0 friendly win over Slovakia, the
fastest recorded goal in international football. The 24-year-old
sprinted from the centre circle and skipped past three
challenges before firing a low shot from outside the box into

Melbourne: Ferrari's Car-
los Sainz surged to victory at
the Australian Grand Prix
Sunday to snap Red Bull's
winning start to the season
after three-time world cham-
pion Max Verstappen sensa-
tionally failed to finish.,

The Spaniard, who had
appendicitis surgery ftwo
weeks ago, took the che-
quered flag 2.3 seconds
ahead of teammate Charles
Leclerc, with MecLaren's
Lando Norris a bold third. It
was his third grand prix win
and firstsince Singapore last
yvear. “I'm happy to be in a
one-two with Charles here. [t
shows that hard work pays
off,” said Sainz, who missed
the last race in Saudi Arabia
and was bed-ridden for a
week afterwards.

“Life sometimes is cra-
zv... the podium in Bahrain,
then the appendix, the come-
back, the win. It's a roller-
coaster but I loved it and I'm
extremely happy”

While he celebrated, it
was a disastrousday for pole-
sitter  Verstappen, who
limped out with smoke bil-
lowing from his car after be-
ing passed by front-row part-
ner Sainzon lap two.

The Dutchman blamed a
brake issue for his first re-
tirement in two years. “What
we can see sofar from the da-
ta isthat as soon as the lights
went off the right-rear brake
just stuck on,” he said.

“It just caused the dam-
age and it kept on increasing
g0 it was also basically driv-
ing with the handbrake on.”

It was also a horror race
for Lewis Hamilton in his in-
consistent Mercedes, with
the British seven-time world
champion suffering engine

DOMINATING SHOW: Ferrari's Carl
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05 Sainz celebrates on the podium

I'mhappytobeina
one-two with Charles
(Leclerc) here (Melbourne).
It shows that hard work pays
off. Life sometimesis crazy...
the podium in Bahrain, then
the appendix, the comeback,
the win. It'sarollercoaster
butlloveditand I'm extreme-

ly happy.”
Carlos Sainz | oriver, FErRAR]

failure on lap 17. To add to
Mercedes' woes, teammate
George Russell crashed
heavily on the last lap with
the car ending on its side,

Russell climbed out un-
scathed, with Aston Martin's
Fernando Alonso faulted for
“potentially dangerous”
drivingoverthe incident and
slapped with a 20-second pen-
alty, Verstappen emphatical-
lv won the opening two
grands prix of the season in
Bahrain and Saudl Arabia,
with both a Red Bull 1-2, and
was hot favourite to make it
three from three,

He had been aiming to

match his own record set last
vear of 10 consecutive wins -
one more than Sebastian Vet-
tel in 2013 -- and was unbea-
ten in his last 18 starts from
pole position. But while Ver-
stappen was favoured to win,
the Ferraris had proved
highly competitive in prac-
tice and qualifying on the
fast and flowing Albert Park
track. Despite not being fully
fit, Sainz, whose seat at Fer-
rari is to be taken by Hamil-
ton next yvear, topped &1 and
Q2 tofire a warning shot.
Oscar Piastri in the other
McLaren was fourth ahead
of Red Bull's Sergio Perez.
Alonso dropped to eighth af
ter his penalty with team-
mate Lance Stroll elevated to
sixth and RB's Yuki Tsunoda
to seventh. Haas pair Nico
Hulkenberg and Kevin Mag-
nussen rounded out the top
10, “It feels good mostly for
the team of course, first and
second didn’t happen since
Bahrain 2022," said Leclerc.
“Carlos has had an incredi-
ble weekend to come back
from his surgery, he's done
anamazingrace.” arp

Basel, Switzerland: Star In-
dian shuttler Kidambi Sri-
kanth’'s winning run at the
Swiss OUpen Super 300 bad-
minton tournament came to
an end after a semifinal loss
to Chinese Taipei’s Lin
Chun-¥Yi here. In the final,
Lin beat countrymate
Chou Tien-chen 7-21, 22-
20, 23-21 to clinch the title.

Srikanth, a former world
No. 1sguandered a one-game
lead to go down 21-15, 9-21, 18-

21 in a gruelling semifinal
contest against Lin. The
match lasted one hour and
five minutes. The match
marked Srikanth’'s first
semifinal appearance in 16
months. He had last reached
the last-fourstageatthe Hylo
Open in November 2022.

Arjun-Dhruv, Anupama

win titles in Warsaw: Wom-
en's singles shuttler Anupa-
ma Upadhyayva and men's

doubles duco of MR Arjun
and Dhruv Kapila won titles
at the Polish Open Interna-
tional in Warsaw on Sunday.

In the final, unseeded
Anupama downed compa-
triot and eighth seed Tanva
Hemanth 21-15, 11-21, 21-10.

Second seeds Arjun-Ka-
pila beat fourth seeds Chris-
topher Grimley and Mat-
thew Grimley of Scotland 20-
22 2118, 21-9 in the summit
clash. tnwsacencies
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BJP picks Sandeshkhali survivor, royal
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Ton of former deputy
SPrimE Minister Devilal,
v/ Ranjit Chautala, figured
in the list from Hisar in Ha-
ryana, being rewarded min-
utes after joining the party.

Senior BJP leader and
one of the prominent OBC
facesof the party, Unionmin-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan
has been fielded from Sam-
halpur in Odisha, making a
returntoelectoral politics af-
ter 2009. He was elected to
Lok Sabha from Deogarh in
2004, but lost the seat in 2009
and was accommodated in
Rajya Sabha.

I express my immense
gratitude to respected PM
Narendra Modi, home minis-
ter Amit Shah and our party
president J P Nadda and the
central election committee
for reposing faith in me to
serve people of Sambalpur,™
Pradhan said after his nomi-
nation as party candidate.

Govil, who has replaced
incumbent Rajendra Agra-
wal from Meerut, had con-
tested Lok Sabha polls as a
Congress nominee unsuc-
cessfully against former PM
VP Singh in Allahabad Rural

Krishna water
tribunal gets 1
more extension

New Delhi: Krishna Water
Disputes Tribunal, constitu-
ted for adjudicating dispute
and river water sharing be-
tween Maharashtra, Karnata-
ka and erstwhile Andhra Pra-
desh in April 2004, has got an-
other extension till July 31,
2025 with effect from April 1,
reports Vishwa Mohan.
Terms of reference of the
20-year-old tribunal was
amended last vear to accom-
modate water-sharing con-
cerns of Telangana as well.
As part of its latest exten-
sion, Centre on March 21 noti-
fied that the tribunal may now
submit itsreport on addressing
water-sharing disputes among
four states by July 31 next year.

bypoll in 1988.

S0 far, BJP has released
five lists with 398 candidates.

Mithilesh Tiwari, state
oeneral secretary of the party
and an ex MLA, has replaced
Ashwini Choubey in Buxar
while V K Singh has been re-
placed by MLA Atul Garg in
Ghagziabad in UP. Rama Devi
and Chhedi Paswan are the
other prominent omissions.

Ramesh Awasthi, a for-
mer journalist, who had re-
cently organised Sanatan Ya-
tra, has replaced Satvadeo
Pachauri in Kanpur.

Unlike previous occa-
sions, the BJP brass, howev-
er, has not sprung any major
surprises as most sitting
MPs have been repeated
even as there was specula-
tion that they might be drop-
ped since their candida-
tures was put on hold.

However, known as a Hin-
dutva firebrand who recently
touched off a controversy by
demanding changes in the
Constitution, six-time Uttara
Kannada MP Ananthkumar
Hegde has been replaced by
former speaker of assembly
Visheshwar Hegde Kageri.

Hegde, who had earlier
indicated about abstaining

» Continued fromP1
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A BJP campaign poster in Varanasi

from polls owing to health
reasons, had sought the par-
ty ticket to contest again,
Prominent among those
who figured in the fifth list
were former CM Jagadish
Shettar and former minister
K Sudhakar who will be con-
testing from Belagaum and
Chikkaballapura. Shettar,
who was denied the ticket for
assembly polls, contested as
a Congress candidate but
lost. The Lingavat leader re-
cently returned to the fold.
With all seats announced
in Karnataka, independent
MP from Mandva Sumalatha
Ambareesh, who aligned
with the saffron party, ap-
pears to have been “side-
lined” by BJPE. with the seat
going to alliance partner JD
(S). Sumalatha was expected
to be accommodated either
in Bangalore North or in one

of the few Vokkaliga-dom-
inated seats.

In its second list of 13 can-
didates for UP. the BJP
benched nine sitting MPs.
Besides Varun, the eight oth-
ers include Santosh Gang-
war (Bareilly), Satvadev Pa-
chauri (Kanpur), Rajveer
Diler (Hathras), Upendra Ra-
wat (Barabanki) and Aksh-
ayvar Lal Gond (Bahraich).

The party also denied
ticket to its Budaun MP
Sanghmitra Maurya, daugh-
ter of Swami Prasad Maurva
who has been issuing contro-
versial statements against
Hindutva and Sanatan.

BJP benched two more
gitting MPs —— from Dhan-
bad and Chatra. In Dhanbad,
it picked Bagmara MLA
Dhullu Mahato over sitting
MP P N Singh while in Cha-
tra, it denied the ticket to sit-
ting MP Sunil Singh and gave
itto Kalicharan Singh.

Amongst the 19 candidates
announced for Bengal, the
party has leaned on experi-
ence by retaining five sitting
MPs, dropping one, while
formerstate BJP president Di-
lip Ghosh was shifted from
Midnapore seat he won five
vears ago and asked to fight

2006 as IAF deputy chief,

from Bardhaman-Durgapur.
The list does not name party
candidates for Diamond Har-
bour, Jhargram, Birbhum
and Asansol, after Bhojpuri
singer Pawan Singh withdrew
hisnomination.

Among the 14 new faces
who figure in BJP list are
Sandeshkhali survivor Rekha

. KCR’s nephew
~ booked in Z40cr

Patra in Bashirhat, royal de- :

scendant Amrita Ray to take
on TMC's Mahua Moitra in
Krishnanagar, and advocate
Kabir Shankar Bosetotakeon
former father-in-law Kalvan
Banerjee in Sreerampore.
TMC defectors have been
awarded with Tapas Rov nom-

inated for Kolkata North and

Arjun Singh in Barrackpore.
Former Union minister De-
bashree Choudhury has been
asked tomove from Raiganj to
Kolkata (South).

In Bihar RS member Vi-
vek Thakur has been nomi-
nated for Nawada seat which

was won by LJP candidate

Chandan Singh last time,
while former Union minis-
ters Ravishankar Prasad and
Rajiv Pratap Rudy have been
retained for Patna and Sa-
ran, respectively, Union pow-
er minister R K Singh will
contest the Araseat again.

seat by MLA Atul Garg.

BJP govt yrs best part of my IAF stint: Ex-chief

shipforgivingmethisop-

portunity to contribute
to nation-building once
again. I served the IAF for
more than four decades, but
the best time of my service
was the last eight years un-
der the leadership of BJP
govt. Tough steps taken by
this govt to empower and
moderniseourarmed forces
and make them self-reliant
have not only given rise toa
new capability in the forces
but also given them a new
confidence,” ex-IAF chief
Air Chief Marshal RKS
Bhadauria said.

Bhadauria was [IAF chief
from Sept 2019 to Sept 2021, He
won the coveted ‘Sword of

It_h.-mk the party leader-

Former IAF chief Air Chief
Marshal RKS Bhadauria (retd)
joins BJP in presence of
Union minister Anurag Thakur
in New Delhi on Sunday

Honour' at National Defence
Academy, flew indigenous
Tejas fighter prototypes as a
voung test pilot and later led
commercial negotiations for
the Rs 59,000-crore deal for 36
French Rafale jets in Sept

which emerged as a major
bone of contention between
BJP and Congress in the run-
up to Lok Sabha polls in 2019,

Bhadauria, along with
former MP from Tirupati
Varaprasad Rao Velagapalli
from YSRCP were inducted
into the party by BJP gener-
al secretary Vinod Tawde
and Union minister Anurag
Thakur at the party head-
quarters in New Delhi.

As per BJP sources, Bha-
dauria is being considered
for an LS seat in Uttar Pra-
desh while Velagapalli has
been named from Tirupati
seat. The development came
as V K Singh said he was opt-
ing out of electoral politics.
Later in the day, he was re-
placed for Ghaziabad LS

Singh, a third-generation
officer of Rajput Regiment
who had topped both com-
mando course at Infantry
School in Mhow and Rangers
combat-leadership pro-
gramme at Fort Benning in
UUS as a subaltern, was Army
chief from April 2010 to May
2012. He was the first serving
military chief to controver-
sially drag govt (UPA-2) to
court over his date of birth
because he believed he had
been wronged by the system
and victimised by earlier Ar-
my chiefs Generals J J Singh
and Deepak Kapoor. There
were also reports of UPA-2
govt being “spooked” by un-
authorised movement of two
Army units towards New
DelhiinJan 2012,

Banjara Hills

. land-grab case

Hvderabad: A criminal case
was filed against ex-Telangana
CM E Chandrasekhar Rao’s ne-
phew and Rajva Sabha MP J
Santosh Rao and an associate
for allegedly grabbing prime
land worth over Rs 40 crore in
Hyvderabad’'s upscale Banjara
Hills. Santosh termed the ac-
tion “politically motivated”.

Thecase i1s based ona com-
plaint filed by a firm, Navayu-
ga Engineering Company Ltd
(NECL), three days ago. Na-
vayuga claims Santosh and
co-accused Linga Reddy Srid-
har grabbed its 1,350-square
vard land and that it got to
know about the fraud recently
when it found the duo were
paying property tax, but with
different plot numbers.

Santosh and Sridhar have
been booked under Sections
420 (cheating), 120(B) pertain-
ing to criminal conspiracy
and other IPC provisions and
probeison, Banjara Hills ACP
S Venkat Reddy said.

NECL claims it had pur-
chased the plot in 2010 from a
couple in two parts and re-
cently learnt that two rooms
wereconstructed there, police
said. Enqguiries with civic
body GHMC and local sub-reg-
istrar revealed that Santosh
and Sridhar were paying the
tax by allegedly fabricating
plot numbers, NECL alleged.

Santosh denied the allega-
tions. In astatement on Sunday;
he said he had “legally pur-
chased” the land in 2016. “I am
ready to fight this case. 1 will
initiate legal action against
those damaging my reputation
by spreading baseless ru-
mours,” Santosh said. w

FM trashes Sidda

claim of Centre
stalling 35,495¢r aid

Times News NETwork

Bengaluru: Union finance
minister Nirmala Sithara-
man on Sunday denied
claims by Karnataka's Con-
oress govit that Centre had
withheld aspecial grant of Rs
5,495 crore recommended by
15th Finance Commission.

Speaking at an event in
run-up to Lok Sabha polls,
Sitharaman said the commis-
sion'sfinal report did not con-
tain any such recommenda-
tion. She accused the Sidda-
ramaiah-led state govt of
“misleading” people and crit-
icised “My Tax, My Right”, a
state govt narrative.

Siddaramaiah hitback at
the claims. “One expects the
country’s finance minister
to speak the truth. Unfortu-
nately, she has been consis-
tently denying the written
word,” he posted on X.

He attached an interim
report of finance commis-
sion which purportedly rec-
ommended Ks 5.495 crore in
its interim report and Rs
6,000 crore in itsfinal report.
“Ministry of finance under
the leadership of Sithara-
man refused to accept these
two recommendations, thus
denving the rightful share
for Karnataka,” Siddara-
maiah wrote.

Earlier, Sitharaman had
admitted that Karnataka
contributed significantly to
central tax pool but contend-
ed that expecting propor-
tionately higher returns
was “a narrow-minded ap-

B _an i
Sitharaman said the finance
commission's final report did not
contain any recommendation
and accused the Karnataka govt
led by Siddaramaiah of
misleading people

proach”. As an example, she
said many people from other
states like Chhattisgarh and
Bihar work in Bengaluru,
contributing to taxes, Citing
this, she questioned the fair-
ness of denying their home
states development funds.
Sitharaman brushed off
previous claims by Siddara-
maiah and his deputy DK
Shivakumar on the state’s
share of taxes and funds,
saying Karnataka had re-
ceived every penny due, of-
ten “two months ahead of
schedule”. According to her,
Karnataka's share of GST
compensation of Rs 1.1 lakh
crore has been fully paid,
with no outstanding dues as
of March1, 2024.
Sitharaman insisted that
PM Narendra Modi's “guar-
antees” had been met na-
tionwide, explaining that
these were “not mere prom-
ises but actual deliverables”
that had reached the people.
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2 out on bail killed over sand transport rivalry in J’khand

Daltonganj: Rivalry over
sand transport claimed two
lives in Jharkhand’s Palamu
on Sunday; police said, reports
MF Ahmad.

“Both the deceased were
out on bail since Aug 2023.
They were at loggerheads
with a powerful local family,
the Chowdhurys, over sand
transport. The attack was
most probably a fallout of the
enmity,” said SDPO (Sadar)

Mani Bhushan Prasad.

The assailants first
stabbed Rajesh Gupta (22) sev-
eral times before slitting his
throat at around 7am in Se-
mar Tarn under Chainpur po-
lice station.

Sujit Bhuivan (36), who
witnessed the murder of his
friend, tried to flee by
crossing the dry Koyel river,
but could only cover 2km be-
fore falling down from ex-

haustion, police said.

Theassailants caught hold
of Sujit, took him to a seclud-
ed place in Nawa Toli under
Daltonganj town police sta-
tion where they slit his throat
at around 7:45am, police said.

Sujit had bought a tractor
in 2020 to transport sand with
support of Rajesh. Both the
deceased were residents of
the Semar Tarn locality of
Chainpur village.




