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Legacy of Leadership

Thank you, readers, for making us your No.1 choice once again.
We are honoured by your unwavering support to HT's Truth, Clarity & Credibility.
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TOGETHER WE EXPLORED
DELHI'S ALLEYWAYS

A big thank you from €2 Hindustan Times to all the lucky winners who
experienced the old-world charm in the historic lanes of the city with

Scan to watch now
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Maoists shot dead by

security forces in Bijapur

Ritesh Mishra

let ters@hindustantimes.com

RAIPUR: Ten Maoists were
killed in a fierce gunbattle with
security forces of both the
CRPF and the Chhattisgarh
Police in Bijapur district on
Tuesday morning, taking the
number of insurgents killed
thus far this year to47, up from
22 in all of 2023, and indicting a
significant surge in aggression
— from both state forces and
the Maoists.

This is the second significant
encounter in the district in a
week after six Maoists were
killed on March 27.

Senior police officers said
search and sanitisation opera-
tions at the encounter spot con-
tinued late into the night;
while none of the dead rebels
have thus far been identified,
that process will start once
security personnel are safely
back in their camps. Two CRPF
personnel were hurt. One,
Rajendra Kumar, was injured
in an IED blast as security for-
ces returned and another, San-
deep Kumar, sustained a bullet
imnjury.

The deaths are the biggest
blow for the Maoists in Chhat-
tisgarh after July 2019 when
seven insurgents were killed in
an operation near the Odisha

Second of eratlon ina week
What happened? g NRR: ¢ ik o

Tuesday, 6am: The encounter [ S|
was carried out in the forests of & MEPEENLEE

Kendra and Karcholi. Officers
said they got intel about a
gathering of Maoist cadre

and deployed personnel from
multiple agencies for the op.

Why this operation
assumes significance
The deaths are the biggest
blow for the Maoists in
Chhattisgarh after July 2019

when seven insurgents were

killed in an operation near
the Odisha border in Bastar
district's Nagarnar area.

border in Bastar district's
Nagarnar area. Government
records also show that cadre of
the banned CPI (Maoist) have
killed 19 civilians since January
2024, with 42 civilians killed in
the 12 months of 2023.

Senior police officers said
that the encounter began at
Gam on the forests of Kendra
and Karcholi, 45 kilometres
from the Bijapur district head-
quarters, and 10 kilometres
from the block headquarters of

e

Tuesday’s is the an majnr encounter
in the district in aweek aftersix /
Maoists were killed on March 27

e R

'I Mimsts killed

Gangaloor — even a few years
ago considered a citadel of the
Maoists.

Officers said that they
received intelligence of a gath-
ering of Maoist cadre on Mon-
day, and in the cover of the
darkness, personnel from mul-
tiple agencies — the Chhattis-
garh Police’s District Reserve
Guard and Special Task Force,
the Central Reserve Police
Force and its elite guerilla unit
Commando Battalion for Reso-

on Wednesday ‘ 41 Eﬂh?snﬁrhlm
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lute Action (COBRA) were
deployed from the Gangaloor,
Cherpal, Basaguda, Palnar,
Pusnar and Mudvendi camps in

continuedon 10

READ: In Bastar,

E dn upsurge

in aggression from both sides

[=]

e

{ MISLEADING ADVERTISEMENTS } ON HEALTH CURES

SCraps Ramdeyv, pulls up
oovt for ]oolqng ot ay

Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday told Yoga exponent
Ramdev to be prepared for the
consequences of promoting
Patanjali products as health
cures, dismissing his oral apol-
ogy as mere “lip service” and
holding him complicit for flout-
ing court orders that required
the company not to issue any
misleading advertisements.
The court hinted that there
was more trouble in store for
Ramdev, finding him guilty of
perjury as his application for
exemption from personal
appearance, filed on March 30,
contained a wrong fact.  -ps
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WE WANTED BJP
TO NOT MEDDLE
IN SIKH RELIGIOUS
AFFAIRS: SUKHBIR

Gurpreet Singh Nibber and
Ravinder Vasudeva

letters@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: The Shrio-
mani Akali Dal “wanted them
(the BJP) to stop meddling in
Sikh religious affairs”, party
chief Sukhbir Singh Badal told
HT in an interview ahead of the
elections. “You can’t interfere in
anybody’s religious affairs... The
nation belongs to every citizen.
Today, minorities
are feeling inse-
cure,” he said as

he listed the

reasons for a

breakdown of
the talks.

12-YEAR-OLD GOES
ON ASHOOTING
SPREE IN FINLAND
SCHOOL, 1KID DEAD

HELSINKI: A 12-year-old student
opened fire at a secondary
school in southern Finland on
Tuesday morning, killing one
and seriously wounding two
other students, police said. The
suspect was later apprehended.
Police cordoned off the Vier-
tola school in the city of Vantaa,
just outside the capital, Helsinki,
after receiving a call about a
shooting incident at 9.08am.
The victim died instantly after
being shot. The weapon was a
registered handgun licensed to
the suspect’s relative, said offi-
cers. >P13

ELECTIONS,
BY PINCODE

Ahead of the Lok Sabha elections, HT klcks off

a special series that —

constituencies
across India which
encapsulate the
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of thepolls.  sps

DGCA STEPS IN AS
VISTARA STAFFING
CRISIS CONTINUES

NEW DELHI/MUMBAL: Aviation
watchdog DGCA has asked Vis-
tara to submit a daily report on
flight cancellations and delays
as the airline cancelled over 50
flights for the second day on
Tuesday amid non-availability
of pilots. The civil aviation min-
istry is also monitoring the situ-
ation, officials said. P14

MEA HITS BACK AT
CHINA RENAMING
ARUNACHAL AREAS

NEW DELHI: India on Tuesday
rubbished China’s move to
rename locations in Arunachal
Pradesh as part of efforts to
assert its claim on the northeast-
ern state, saying such “senseless”
actions will not change the real-
ity of the region being an integral
part of the country.

“We firmly reject such
attempts,” external affairs minis-
try spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said. P10

LET'S MAKE ITAYR
OF NO CLASHES: XI
TO BIDEN IN CALL

WASHINGTON: US President Joe
Biden and Chinese leader Xi Jin-
ping discussed Taiwan, Al and
security issues, in a call on Tues-
day, their first one-on-one com-
munication since meeting in Cali-
fornia last year. Xi told Biden that
the two countries should adhere
to the bottom line of “no clash, no
confrontation” as one of the prin-
ciples for this year. SP13

{ BLEAK SCENARIO }

36% students from latest batch
at II'T Bombay fail to get placed

Niraj Pandit

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Every year, students
from the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) look forward to
the placement season — Decem-
ber and post-February - with an
eye on big-ticket jobs. However,
in IIT-Bombay this year, 712 of
around 2,000 students registered
for the 2024 placements — about
36% — are yet to secure jobs. The
placement season will officially
end by May.

This was revealed in data on
IIT placements shared by the
institute’s alumnus and founder
of Global IIT Alumni Support
Group Dheeraj Singh, who has
also been mentoring students
over two years.

THE PROPORTION
OF STUDENTS WHO
WERE WITHOUT
PLACEMENTS WENT
UP 2.8 PERCENTAGE
POINTS FROM THE
PREVIOUS SESSION

This year, when 35.8% stu-
dents remained without place-
ment, saw an increase of 2.8 per-
centage points over the corre-
sponding figure last session.

Of the 2,209 registered stu-
dents in IIT Bombay in 2023,
1,485 were placed, which means
32.8% remained unplaced last
session as well, raising concerns
over the relatively low number

of students recruited via campus
placements.

An officials from IIT-Bom-
bay’s placement cell said it wasa
struggle “to invite companies to
the campus compared to last
year due to the global economic
meltdown”.

"Most companies were unable
to accept salary packages pre-de-
cided by the institute. It took
many rounds of negotiations
before they agreed to come
over,” he said. A large chunk of
the 380 companies that arrived
to shop for talent were from the
domestic market. Traditionally,
international players are known
to outnumber Indian companies.

“For the first time, registered
students from the computer sci-

continuedon -5

SC grants bail to AAP’s Sanjay
Singh; ED raises no objection

Court relief after 6 months

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday released Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) parliamen-
tarian Sanjay Singh on bail after
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) decided not to oppose his
plea in connection with the
Delhi excise policy case — a
development that could have
some impact on the continued
incarceration in the same case
of former deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia, who has been
in jail since February 2023, and
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal,
who was arrested by ED on
March 21 this year.

The concession from ED
came an hour after the court
asked the agency why Singh
should be kept behind bars after
serving six months in jail, con-

sidering that there doesn't
appear to be any concrete evi-
dence against him, and no
money has been recovered link-
ing him to the alleged money
laundering offence.

A bench of justices Sanjiv
Khanna, Dipankar Datta and PB
Varale ordered Singh's release
subject to the terms and condi-
tions to be set down by the trial
court concerned. Singh, repre-
sented through senior counsel
Abhishek Manu Singhvi, volun-
teered that he would not make
any political statement or other
comments about his role in the
excise case.

“In view of the statement
made by ED, we direct Sanjay
Singh will be released on bail on
terms and conditions to be
imposed by the trial court. We
clarify the concession given

continued on-=5
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counsel cited
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_concrete evidence | inArora’s
B against him, and no | statements,
- money being | and said
_ . recovered | there was
“In view of the statement made by ED, we ?E::I{:;;raaﬁnn
direct Sanjay Singh will be released on bail
of ¥2 crore nor

on terms to be imposed by the trial court.
We clarify the concession given will not be
treated as a precedent,” the bench said.

the recovery
of this money

ALLEGATIONS AGAINST SANJAY SINGH

Dinesh Arora, an approver in the case, has said he
delivered #2 crore to the MP’s associate.

AAP LEADERS MEET
SUNITA KEJRIWAL,

SAY HER HUSBAND
SHOULDN'T RESIGN

CM can'’t sign files,
say jail authorities

Alok KN Mishra

Prawesh Lama

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) lawmakers on
Tuesday met jailed chief minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal's wife,
Sunita Kejriwal, and backed his
continuation as Delhi’s top
elected official and running the
government from Tihar Jail,
people aware of the matter said.

“All the MLAs requested her
to give their message to the CM
that Arvind Kejriwal was, is,
and will be the chief minister of
Delhi,” state minister and senior
AAP leader Saurabh Bharadwaj
said. ->P3

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Tihar jail brass
has directed prison personnel to
disallow Delhi chief minister Arv-
ind Kejriwal from holding politi-
cal meetings or receiving files and
official documents from his fam-
ily during their biweekly meet-
ings, said people aware of the
matter, a day after the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) chief became
the most high-profile inmate in
the country’s largest prison.

The instructions come as offi-
cials of Tihar’s jail number 2,
where Kejriwal is lodged, have
been told to follow the prison

manual diligently, especially the
rules governing the number of
phone calls and visits by family
members, said the peaople.

“Kejriwal will have to approach
alocal court for any facility the jail
manual does not allow. The
prison brass reappraised the
prison superintendent and deputy
superintendents in charge of jail 2
of this,” said a prison officer.

To be sure, officials aware of
Kejriwal's first 30-odd hours in
prison said the chief minister
has not made any requests so far
and that he spent most of the day
around his cell. He also spoke to
his wife over video conference
on Tuesday. ->P3

BJP SAYS "FICTION' AS
ATISHI CLAIMS IT'S
APPROACHING AAP
LEADERS TO JOIN

NEW DELHI: Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader and Delhi minister
Atishi on Tuesday alleged that she
had been approached to join the
Bharativa Janata Party (BJP) or
face arrest soon, at a time when
several party leaders, including
Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejri-
wal are in jail. “T have been told I
should elevate my political career
by joining the BJP, or
ED will arrest me in
a month's time,” *
Atishi said. The BJP @
refuted the allegation, %
with leader Harish ¢ “=
Khurana calling it
“fiction”.
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NUMBER THEORY

How climate crisis is
linked to your clock

By Abhishek Jha

The world will have to make many adjustments to live with the adverse effects of the

climate crisis; one of them could be how frequently we adjust our clocks.

Bizarre as it sounds, scientists now have conclusive proof of this theory. It is best
explained by the analogy of gymnasts spreading their legs to slow down their speed
while getting out of a spin. The science is as tollows. Rising temperatures are leading
to a faster melting of polar ice which is spreading earth’s mass away from the poles
to the centre. This is now having an effect on earth’s rotation speed. This will delay a

scheduled adjustment to our digital clocks by three years — from 2026 to 2029 -
compared to the scenario where there was no acceleration in polar ice melting.
These findings were published by Duncan Carr Agnew, a geophysicist at the
University of California, San Diego. in Nature last week. Here are three charts that

explain this in detail.

The sixth assessment report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) shows this clearly. For the 1901-2018
period, the rate of sea level rise was 1.73mm
per year. In comparison, this rate was
2.33mm per year in 1971-2018, 3.25mm per
year in 1993-2018, and 3.69mm per year in
2006-2018. The consistent growth in the
rate of sea level rise shows that sea level
rise has accelerated. This acceleration has
happened because rapid global warming is
not only expanding the water present in
seas, but is also melting some of earth’s
permanent ice and adding more water to
the seas. This melting also has special
relevance for the rate at which earth spins
on its axis. Polar ice keeps a part of earth’s
mass fixed at the poles - close to the axis
on which earth spins. As this ice melts and
joins the seas in lower latitudes, part of
earth’s mass is transferred away from the
axis. According to the Nature paper, the rate
of this transfer is now significant enough to
decelerate earth’s rotation consequentially.

One way of looking at how polar ice melting is
affecting earth’s rotational speed is by tracking
changes in the length of a day on earth. This is
because a day, as understood by earth’s one full

rotation relative to the stars, will become shorter

if it spins faster and longer if it spins slower.
Because such changes are very small, they could
not be measured earlier. In fact, the unit of time
itself was tied to earth’s rotation relative to the
stars up to 1955. This problem was solved in 1955
when a “physical second” was defined using
caesium atoms. By January 1,1958, this physical

second and the second measured through earth’s

rotation could be defined to agree with each
other. They have diverged since then. During the
period analysed in the Nature article, the earth’s
rotation was first decelerating and resulted in

days becoming longer. This needed a second to be

The melting of ice is not only increasing
sea level, it is also accelerating it

Rate of change in global mean
sea level by cause (mm per year)

M Change not explained by Greenaland lce Sheet

other contributions (including peripheral glaciers)
W Land-water Glaciers (excludin

storage peripheral glaciers

Ml Antarctic lce Sheet (including M Thermal expansion
peripheral glaciers)

4

3.5
3 .

2.5
2
15
1
0.5
0

19012018 | 19712018 | 1993-2018 | 2006-2018
Source: Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis, ARG, IPCC

For most of 20th century, this did not
affect earth’s spin rate substantially

added almost every year to the atomic
clock-based day or the Universal Coordinated Time
(UTC) - 23 times between 1972 and 1999 - to keep
it aligned with the rotation-based day. The need
for these "leap seconds” has decreased since (only
four additions were needed since 1999),
suggesting that earth’s rotation speed is now
accelerating. However, up to the 20th century, the
acceleration in earth’s rotation was mostly
because of a factor we have little control over: the
motions of earth’s liquid core. When earth’s core
started slowing - to maintain the rotational
version of Newton's third law of motion - earth’s
surface (crust and mantle together called surface
here for simplicity) sped up. This decreased the
need for adding up leap seconds. This can also be
seen in the accompanying chart: changes in the
rotation-based length of day have become flatter.

Observed cumulative change in length of day since

January 1, 1958 (seconds)
720000
67,0000
620000
57,0000
52,0000
47,0000
420000

33.8910
37,0000 -

69.1160
]

L
32,0000
Jan1,1962

Note: Change plotted after removing causes of short-term changes;

tidal deformation, ocean and atmospheric motions

another factor is now becoming consequential:
the melting of polar ice. Using measurements of
earth's magnetic field, Agnew subtracted the

impact of all long-term factors that affect earth’s

rotation: like land continuing to shift since the
burden of ice-age melted away and the
present-day re-arrangement of mass from polar

ice melting. This helped him find the rate at which

Aug 9, 2023

Source: Agnew, D.C. A global timekeeping problem
postponed by global warming. Nature (2024)

But now polar ice melting is likely to
delay clock adjustments by three years

While core’s motion is the main culprit in most of
the time period analysed, Agnew's finding is that

the length of day would increase without the rate
of polar ice melting increasing. This showed that
the acceleration of earth’s surface would require a
negative leap second in 2026. On the other hand,
actually observed changes show that such a
negative leap second will be required only in 2029.
This means that polar ice melting is reducing the
rate at which earth’s rotation is accelerating. In
other words, polar ice melting is now decelerating
earth's rotation.

Predicted cumulative change in length of day since
Jan 1, 1958 and UTC adjustments in the future (in seconds)

e At melting rates predicted by
changes in earth’s gravity field
so far (matches one prediction

from ARG of IPCC)
0 68.826

If melting had
not accelerated

w= Changes in UTC (at
predicted melting rate)

s Changes in UTC (without
accelerated melting)

62

60 58,514
58 ?
Aug9,2023 Dec31,2026 Jan9,2029 Nov 16, 2044

Note: Change plotted after removing causes of short-term
changes. tidal deformation, ocean and atmospheric motions.
Only the first required change in UTC shown here

Source: Agnew, D.C. A global timekeeping problem
postponed by global warming. Nature (2024)

{ MY INDIA } LOK SABHA POLLS
Azad to contest from

Former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister
Ghulam Nabi Azad will contest the Lok Sabha
elections from Anantnag-Rajouri constituency, the
Democratic Progressive Azad Party (DPAP) said on
Tuesday. Azad formed the party after ending his
five-decade-long association with the Congressin
2022, with the party, and floated his own political
outfit. "Today the core committee of DPAP met and
we have decided that (party president) Ghulam Nabi
Azad will contest the Anantnag-Rajouri seat,” DPAP
leader Taj Mohiuddin told reporters.

Anantnag-Rajouri

»p7 | forthe full amount — plus millions in interest — if his appeal fails.

{ WORLD } AVERTS ASSET SEIZURE

Donald Trump posts bond
of S175mmn in civil fraud case

Donald Trump followed through on his vow to pay a $175 million
bond to put a massive civil fraud verdict on hold while he appealsit,
assuring New York state won't start seizing the former president’s
assets, at least for now. The bond, posted on Monday with a Manhattan
appeals court, prevents enforcement of a $454 million penalty levied by
a judge against the real estate mogul in February for lying about his
assets for years to get better loan terms. Trump, who is campaigning to
return to the White House in the November election, is still on the hook

{ BUSINESS } SOARS TO 59.1

Manufacturing PMI
touches l(i-year hlgh

=2P13

Manufacturing activity in India, as measured by
the seasonally-adjusted HSBC-Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI), soared to a 16-year high of 59.1 on
account of higher production and sales in March,
according to a statement from S&P Global. The
Manufacturing PMI for February was 56.9. The March
reading was slightly lower than the 59.2 that was
estimated in the HSBC Flash PMI on 21 March 2024. A
PMI value above 50 implies an expansion in
manufacturing activity. The index has now beenin
the expansion zone for 33 straight months.

P14

{ CANDIDATES TOURNAMENT } WINNER FACES WORLD CHAMP

For a shot at the
uItiate gambit

A SKEWED BATTLE

waf Rated 2803, World No 2 Fabiano Caruanais the top player in the Open category, followed
*¥ closely by World No 3 and the Fischer Random Chess champion Hikaru Nakamura. The two
have the best shot at cracking the infamously gruelling tournament. Meanwhile,
two-time Candidates winner lan Nepomniachtchi will hope to avenge his loss to
Liren at the world championship last year and Magnus Carlsen the year before. £

Hilmullamura USA

: ,Alireza Firou zja

What's at stake?

The winner of the eight-player event in the
Open category will challenge China's Ding Liren
in the World Chess Championship match later
this year. The winner of the women's event will
earn the right to face Ju Wenjun of China.

Format and time control

The competition will be held in a double
round-robin format: there are 14 rounds
with all players facing each other twice.

Time-control: 120 mins for the first 40 moves,
30 mins for the rest and a 30-sec increment per
move from the 41st move. Players

get a point for a win
and half for a draw.

) b

From ELO

How they qualified £

3rd in World Cup

2789
Fram:e 2760
2747
india 2747
India 2747
Azerbaijan 2632

The GOAT sits out

Best by rating g
2023 World C'ship runner-t
2nd in World Cup

Won Grand Swiss |
2023 FIDE Circuit winner
4th in World Cup

Carlsen ruled himself out of the world championship cycle in 2022, cntmg

a lack of motivation after winning the title five times. He quahﬁed for

the Candidates this year as well after winning the the FIDE World Cup, but
withdrew, with his spot going to Abasov, who finished second.

A hefty Indian presence

For the first time ever, there are five Indian players
participating in the high-profile tournament across
the Open and women's sections. R Pragg-

nanandhaa, Vidit Gujrathi and D Gukesh
feature in the Open category while Koneru
Humpy and R Vaishali are part of the field
in the women’s tournament. Among the
Indian players taking part, Praggnanandhaa
is the highest-rated player with an ELO of

{ KATCHATHEEVU } DISPUTE RESOLVED, NOW REKINDLED

What's behind the island controversy?

Sutirtho Patranobis

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The annual feast for
the devout at St Antony’s church
on the Sri Lankan island of Kat-
chatheevu, located in the choppy
waters of Palk Strait, was
revived in March 2010 after
nearly three decades.

The century-old church bells
had remained silent since the
1980s because of the civil war
between Tamil rebels and the Sri
Lankan government.

A group of fishermen from
India, Tamil devotees from the
northern part of Sri Lanka, local
government officials and
Lankan navy officers were
among those who attended the
celebration on the barren piece
of land, located 18km off Dha-
nuskodi ,near Rameshwaram,
thatyear.

The festival, celebrated under
the watchful eyes of the Sri
Lankan navy, has continued on
the 285-acre island
every year since then.

This year, however,
Indian fishermen boy-
cotted it in protest

External affairs minister S
Jaishankar waded in at a press
conference, saying the issue had
been “hidden too long from the
gaze of the public”.

Former Tamil Nadu chief
ministers J Jayalalithaa and M
Karunanidhi had brought up the
issue of the island’s ownership
with New Delhi earlier.

The rights of Indian fisher-
men are often linked to the
island and its surrounding
waters as it has been argued
that by “ceding” it to Sri Lanka,
the Indian government cur-
tailed the livelihood rights of its
own people in the southern
state.

The background

The small island was adminis-
tered by the British in the colo-
nial era. Historically, the Raja of
Ramnad or present-day Rama-
nathapuram in Tamil Nadu is
said to have owned the island,
which later became part of the
Madras Presidency.

By the 1920s, both Sri
Lanka and India
wanted it exclusively
for fishing and the dis-

against the arrest of = pute remained unset-
members of their com- pI(:K OF tled for decades after
g e THE DAY (et oo enti

The boycott did not the 1940s and the dis-
really make more than local putedragged on.

news though; Indian fishermen
have frequently got into trouble
in Sri Lankan waters for appar-
ently fishing in foreign seas and
using bottom-trawling boats.

Just over a month later, how-
ever, a political controversy is
raging in India over the small
island, used for drying fishing
nets and for fishermen to rest,
pray and gossip, after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
tweeted that the Congress “cal-
lously gave away” Katchatheevu
to Sri Lanka in the 1970s.

“The dispute was formally
raised by (Sri Lankan) Prime
Minister Dudley Senanayake on
his official visit to India in
December 1968 who discussed it
with the Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi and formally stated his
position that there was no ques-
tion as such of sovereignty over
Kachchativu (Katchatheevu)
inasmuch it was part of Sri
Lanka’s territory. This became a
major issue with India in view of
its own claims to it supported by
that of the Rajah of Ramnad,”

Indian fishers boycotted the annual feast at St Antony’s Chu I‘i’.‘.h
this year to protest the arrest of members of the community by

Sri Lankan authorities.

the news website, Sri Lankan
Guardian, said in a report pub-
lished on Tuesday.

New Delhi and Colombo
worked towards settling the dis-
pute —once and for all - over the
next six years.

While the external affairs
ministry led the talks from
India’s side, naval hydrogra-
phers played a key role in work-
ing towards a resolution.

The resolution

Following talks held between
June 26 and 28, 1974, the prime
ministers of India and Sri Lanka,
Indira Gandhi and Sirimavo
Bandaranaike, signed an agree-
ment to demarcate the bound-
ary between the two countriesin
the waters from Palk Strait to
Adam’s Bridge.

It was called the Agreement
between Sri Lanka and India on
the Boundary in Historic Waters
between the two Countries and
Related Matters of 1974

A joint statement issued on
June 28, 1974, stated that a
boundary had been defined “in
conformity with the historical
evidence, legal international

KUMANAN KANAPATHIPPILLAI

principles and precedents.”

It also pointed out that "this
boundary falls one mile off the
west coast of the uninhabited”
Katchatheevu. Article 4 of the
Agreement stipulated that each
State shall have sovereignty and
exclusive jurisdiction and con-
trol over the waters, the Islands,
the Continental Shelf and the
sub soil on its side of the Mari-
time boundary in the Palk Strait
and Palk Bay and Katchatheevu
Island was determined as falling
within Sri Lankan waters.

The following article added
that “Indian tishermen and pil-
grims would enjoy access to the
island as before and would not
be required by Sri Lanka to
obtain travel documents or visas
for these purposes”.

The 1974 agreement was fol-
lowed by a second one in 1976:
The Agreement between India
and Sri Lanka on the Maritime
Boundary Between The Two
Countries In The Gulf Of Man-
nar And The Bay of Bengal And
Related Matters of 1976.

The perspective
“The issue had long dragged on

from before the independence of
the two countries: Whether the
Katchatheevu island belonged to
India or Sri Lanka? Dragged on
for several decades and was
negotiated at various levels,”
Ashok K Kantha, who was
India’s high commissioner to Sri
Lanka between 2009 and 2013,
said.

He added: “"The 1974 agree-
ment addressed the maritime
boundary dispute between India
and Sri Lanka and paved the
way for better understanding: It
addressed all the existing ambi-
guities... There was no ceding (of
the island). The question did not
arise because the maritime
boundary was not demarcated.

Since the two agreements
were signed, successive govern-
ments have continued to respect
them

“Atal Bihari Vajpayee had
spoken against the agreement in
1974. But later, during his prime
ministership, his government
continued with it,” a retired dip-
lomat, who did not wish to be
named, said, adding thatitisa
settled matter and cannot be res-
urrected.

“The island was given to Sri
Lanka on the basis of a bilateral
agreement in 1974. To retrieve it
now, we have to go to war, then
attorney general Mukul Rohatgi
told the Supreme Court, on
August 27, 2014, ahead of hear-
ing petitions on retrieving the
island.

There's always give and take
in border negotiations, former
envoy Kantha said.

In fact, in a separate 1976
agreement with Sri Lanka, India
got exclusive rights over Wadge
Bank, a much bigger area,
located near Cape Comorin.

In the case of the 1974 agree-
ment, the “balance of evidence”
favoured Sri Lanka, the retired
diplomat quoted above said.
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Kejriwal in Tihar, Day 1: Files,

Prawesh Lama

let ters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The brass of Tihar
jail has directed prison per-
sonnel to disallow Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal from
holding political meetings or
receiving files and official doc-
uments from his family during
their biweekly meetings, said
people aware of the matter on
Tuesday, a day after the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) chief
became the most high-profile
inmate in the country’s largest
prison.

The instructions come as
officials of Tihar’s jail number
2, where Kejriwal is lodged,
have been told to follow the
prison manual diligently,
especially the rules governing
the number of phone calls and
visits by family members, said
the people cited above.

“Kejriwal will have to
approach the local court for
any facility that the jail man-
ual does not allow. The prison
brass reappraised the prison
superintendent and deputy
superintendents in charge of
jail 2 of this on Tuesday,” said
a prison officer.

These restrictions are
expected to hamstring Kejri-
wal’s ability to exercise politi-

CM’s day in prison

@ The superintendent and deputy
superintendent have been
directed not to allow Kejriwal
to hold any political meetings
or receive any files

# Kejriwal spent most of the day
in the area around his cell.

@ He took books from the library

@ The doctors have been

instructed to inform the top

officials about his health
condition twice a day.

® For security reasons, Kejriwal's

stay in the cell is also being

meetings not allowed for CI

monitored from a CCTV camera

in his cell.

and was spotted speaking to
other prisoners.

@ He was escorted by unarmed
guards whenever he stepped
out in the day.

@ Kejriwal used the first of his
two allowed family visits on

Tuesday by speaking to his
wife over video conference

from the jail's computer room

for about 25 minutes

® During the day, the jail’s doctors

also visited his cell and checked

his vitals.

cal and administrative powers,
given that he will have to
approach the court for a
greenlight to meet political
leaders and bureaucrats or to
sign files.

The AAP has insisted that
Kejriwal will continue as
Delhi’s chief minister.

To be sure, officials aware of
Kejriwal’s first 30-odd hours
in prison said the chief minis-
ter has not made any requests
so far and that he spent most
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of the day around his cell.

He also used the first of his
two sanctioned weekly family
visits on Tuesday when he
spoke to his wife over video
conference for about 25 min-
utes.

“The call was made from the
jail's computer room. They
spoke for about 25 minutes.
He was escorted to the com-
puter room by unarmed
guards,” said the officer cited
above.

L
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“He is not in isolation and
interacted with the other pris-
oners around him. He took
books from the library and
was spotted speaking to other
prisoners. Because of security
reasons, he was escorted by
unarmed guards whenever he
stepped out during the day,”
added the officer.

Jail doctors also examined
Kejriwal, said the officers,
adding that medical officials
have also been instructed to

update top prison officials
about the chief minister’s
health twice a day.

Kejriwal's stay in the cell is
also being monitored from a
CCTV camera installed in his
cell. The footage is monitored
from the jail superintendent’s
office and by other top officers
at the prison headquarters in
New Delhi.

Kejriwal was brought to jail
number 2 of Tihar on Monday
evening after a special court
sent him to judicial custody till
April 15. The chief minister
has been lodged in a single cell
and is protected by unarmed
prison guards.

Jail number 2 also houses
underworld gangster Chhota
Rajan and Delhi gangster
Neeraj Bawana, but they are
confined to a building called
the high-risk cell and do not
get to meet or interact with
other prisoners.

A local court on Monday
allowed Kejriwal home-cooked
food, blood sugar monitors,
his own bedsheets and a mat-
tress. The chief minister was
also allowed to keep toffees,
glucose and diabetes medici-
nes after he informed the
court that he suffers from
hyperglycemia (high blood
glucose levels).

DJB CONTRACTS
CASE: ED ATTACHES
PROPERTIES OF
EX-OFFICIAL, OTHERS

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Tuesday said
that former Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) chief engineer Jagdish
Kumar Arora transferred X2
crore — paid as bribes to his col-
leagues in the water utility — to
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) as
election funds. ED is probing
alleged irregularities in the
awarding of DJB contracts. But
AAP said that multiple probes
have yet to reveal any wrongdo-
ing by its leaders, and accused
ED of defaming the party.

ED's probe into alleged irregu-
larities in the awarding of DJB
contracts is based on a case filed
by the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) in July 2022, related
to alleged corruption in the
water utility.

It has been alleged that Arora
awarded a contract to M/s NKG
Infrastructure Ltd for 38 crore,
even though the company did
not meet the technical eligibility
criteria.

ED’s allegation came as the
federal agency on Tuesday
attached assets worth ¥8.8 crore
of Jagdish Arora, his wife Alka
Arora, sub-contractor and Inte-
gral Screw Industries proprietor
Anil Kumar Aggarwal, and NKG
Infrastructure Ltd. Jagdish
Arora and Aggarwal were
arrested by ED in January and
are currently in judicial custody.

“Out of 24 crore payment
received by DJB, only about 214
crore was spent towards the con-
tract work and the remaining
amount was siphoned off/spent
for bribes. Jagdish Kumar Arora
received a bribe of ¥3.19 crore
out of which he transferred 2
crore to other Delhi Jal Board
officials and Aam Aadmi Party
as election fund,” the ED state-
ment said.

In response, the AAP alleged
that ED was trying to defame the

party.

Truth prevails: AAP on bail to Sanjay Singh

Alok KN Mishra

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Tuesday wel-
comed the Supreme Court order
granting bail to the party’s Rajya
Sabha member Sanjay Singh in a
money laundering case pertain-
ing to alleged irregularities in
the Delhi excise policy 2021-22,
calling the court’s decision a
“victory of truth” and a “big day

for democracy”.

The AAP, which has consist-
ently accused the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP)-led central gov-
ernment of using federal investi-
gation agencies such as the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and CBI as for “vendetta politics™
also said the alleged “conspir-
acy” hatched by the BJP against
their party was "unravelling”.

The official AAP accounton X
posted, “Truth prevails! The day

is not far when the entire con-
spiracy of the BJP against the
AAP will collapse.”

“It has been two years since
the investigation (in the excise
case) began, but not even a sin-
gle rupee of the proceeds of the
crime has been recovered from
any AAP leader,” Delhi minister
Atishi said. Atishi’s cabinet col-
league Saurabh Bharadwayj
added, “This is a big day for
democracy in the country and a

moment of happiness and hope.”

The BJP hit back, saying that
the AAP can no longer accuse
federal agencies of vendetta poli-
tics. “Singh was granted bail
after ED did not oppose the bail.
That now means that the AAP
cannot claim that any of the
agencies, particularly ED or CBI,
is indulging in any kind of ven-
detta politics,” said BJP national
spokesperson Shehzad Poona-
walla.

ED uses CM's statement in
HC affidavit against his plea

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Tuesday
filed an affidavit in the Delhi
high court, opposing chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal’s petition
against his arrest and detention
in relation to alleged irregulari-
ties in the excise policy case by
using Kejriwal s statements to a
trial court — that he had no
objection to a further extension
of his remand.

In its affidavit, the federal
agency referred to orders dated
March 28 and April 1 passed by
a special judge handling Kejri-
wal’s arrest, that recorded that
the chief minister had no objec-
tion to the extension of his cus-
tody remand, thereby waiving
his right to question his custody

On March 28, the special
judge extended Kejriwal's ED
custody by four days while
recording in its order that he is
willing to cooperate with the
probe, and that “he has no
objection if the custody remand
is extended further”, On April 1,
when Kejriwal was sent to Tihar
jail until April 15, the special
judge order noted his lawyer’s
statement having no objection
to ED’s plea seeking his judicial

custody.

“In light of the above submis-
sion made by the petitioner
before the special court... the
petitioner has waived his right
to question his custody as on
today and the petitioner cannot
now be allowed to argue that his
custody as on today is illegal...
Present petition is liable to be
dismissed on this ground
alone,” ED contended in its affi-
davit.

The affidavit will come up
before the bench of justice Swa-
rana Kanta Sharma on April 3.

Kejriwal, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) national convener,
was arrested by ED on March 21
in connection with a money
laundering probe pertaining to
alleged irregularities in the
Delhi excise policy 2021-22. A
day after his arrest, the chief
minister was sent to ED custody
for six days, and on March 23,
he approached the high court,
saying his arrest violated his
fundamental rights.

However, the AAP convener
was unable to get instant relief
from the high court on March
27, as the bench only issued
notice in his plea, emphasising
the need for a response from ED
to address the legal and valid
issues raised.

Submitting its affidavit on
Tuesday, ED reproduced the
allegations contained in its two
remand applications moved
before the special judge on
March 22 and Match 28,
wherein the agency called Kejri-
wal the “kingpin” and “key con-
spirator” in the alleged irregu-
larities.

The agency urged the court to
dismiss Kejriwal's plea, arguing
that he was liable to be prose-
cuted for the offenses commit-
ted by the AAP, as he controlled
the party's major activities and
decision-making processes. The
ED also emphasised its author-
ity under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
to conduct further investiga-
tions, regardless of whether Kej-
riwal was named in the initial
prosecution complaints.

Regarding Vijay Nair's
involvement, who allegedly
acted as a middleman on behalf
of top AAP leaders, including
Kejriwal, the affidavit stated
that he played arole in securing
bribes from various stakehold-
ers in the Delhi liquor business.
The affidavit claimed that Nair
allegedly threatened stakehold-
ers who did not comply with his
demands, indicating his influ-
ence in the matter.

FOLLOW DECORUM
IN COMMENTS ON
OTHER COUNTRIES
AFFAIRS: JAISHANKAR

AHMEDABAD: External affairs
minister S Jaishankar on Tuesday
said that sovereign nations should
refrain from making political
statements about internal matters
of other countries and maintain
decorum in such matters.

Jaishankar was referring to the
remarks made by Germany, the
United States and the United
Nations on the arrest of Delhi
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal in
the Delhi excise policy case.

The German foreign minister’s
spokesperson had said they
expect “that standards relating to
independence of judiciary and
basic democratic principles will
also be applied in this case”. The
US State department spokesper-
son told Reuters that the US is
closely following reports of Kejri-
wal'’s arrest.

India had summoned the Ger-
man deputy chief of mission, and
US deputy ambassador to regis-
ter its protest against the
remarks. Jaishankar said that
India has unequivocally commu-
nicated its strong objections to
foreign diplomats regarding their
interference. “We sincerely urge
all countries that by all means
you have your views...but no
country has the right to com-
ment on another country’s poli-
tics especially in situations like
this,” he said. HTC

AAP MLAs after meeting Sunita Kejriwal at the CM's House in Civil Lines on Tuesday. SANJEEVVERMA/HT

MILAs meet CM’s wife;

say he must not resign

Alok K N Mishra

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) lawmakers on Tues-
day met jailed chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal's wife, Sunita
Kejriwal, and backed his contin-
uation as Delhi’s top elected offi-
cial and running the government
from Tihar Jail, people aware of
the matter said.

“The MLAs told Sunita Kejri-
wal that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) will exert pressure,
they will give various arguments
that Arvind Kejriwal must resign
from the chief minister’s (CM)
post. They will run a campaign
to compel him to resign...It is the
BJP’s policy to force the CM to
resign. Now that Sunita Kejriwal
is the only one who will be able
to meet the CM Arvind Kejriwal
and talk to him, she will be our
only medium to take the party’'s

message to the CM and bring his
message for the party,” AAP
leader Saurabh Bharadwaj said,
addressing the media outside the
CM’s residence after the meeting
was over. "All MLAs requested
her to give their message to the
CM that Arvind Kejriwal was, is,
and will be the chief minister of
Delhi,” Bharadwaj said.

An AAP leader said 55 MLAs
attended the meeting while three
legislators — Arvind Kejriwal,
Manish Sisodia, and Satyendra
Jain —are injail, and four others
were out of Delhi. The AAP has
62 lawmakers in the 70-member
assembly while the BJP has the
remaining eight.

The meeting was convened
after Sunita Kejriwal made her
first-ever public address on Sun-
day at a show of strength and
unity at Delhi's Ramlila Maidan
of the Indian National Develop-
mental Inclusive Alliance

(INDIA) weeks before the gen-
eral elections. She called her
husband “a lion” who will not be
“behind bars” for long.

AAP officials said that after
meeting the MLAs, Sunita Kejri-
wal separately met AAP council-
lors, who told her that Arvind
Kejriwal should not resign from
the post of the Delhi CM, and
should continue to run the gov-
ernment from jail.

Meanwhile, Delhi BIP chief
Virendra Sachdeva said a power
struggle was going on within the
AAP and no one trusted anyone.
“In the courtyesterday [Monday]
Arvind Kejriwal exposed the
names of [ministers] Atishiand
Saurabh Bharadwaj in the excise
scam. Sunita Kejriwal is trying to
take over the party because she
knows that Arvind Kejriwal has
committed corruption and chan-
ces of him coming out of jail are
nil,” said Sachdeva.

{ ‘ED GUNNING FOR AAP" } ATISHI, BHARADWA) MAKE CHARGES

Ministers claim got offer
to jump ship; BJP denies

HT correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader and Delhi minister
Atishi on Tuesday accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of
approaching her through a close
aide to coax her into joining
their party -- a charge dismissed
by the BJP as “fiction”.

“I have been told that I should
elevate my political career by
joining the BJP, otherwise the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
will arrest me in a month’s time.
The person told me that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the
BJP have made up their minds to
crush the AAP and all its leaders.
First, they put the entire top
political leadership of AAP,
including Manish Sisodia, Saty-
endar Jain, Sanjay Singh, and
Arvind Kejriwal, in jail. Now, the
BJP wants to arrest four more
AAP leaders before the Lok
Sabha elections. ED will raid our
homes and homes of relatives
and family members, and soon
send summons for arrest. They
will arrest me, Saurabh Bhar-
adwaj, Durgesh Pathak, and
Raghav Chadha,” Atishi said ata
press conference at AAP head-
quarters on Tuesday.

Atishi, however, did not dis-
close the name of the person
who made her the alleged offer.

ED arrested chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal on March 21 in
connection with the alleged
excise policy irregularities, with
the AAP claiming that the case is
a political conspiracy aimed at
crushing the party. The Rouse

{ DELHI EXCISE CASE } RAJYA SABHA MP NOT A FLIGHT RISK, SAY OFFICERS

Bail to Sanjay Singh won't adversely unpact probe: ED

Neeraj Chauhan and
Prawesh Lama

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Sanjay Singh's
release from Tihar jail after
being granted bail by the
Supreme Court will not
adversely impact the agency’s
case during the trial, officers in
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) claimed on Tuesday,
explaining the rationale behind
not opposing his bail on Tues-
day.

The circumstances surround-
ing Rajya Sabha MP Singh were
different from those related to
the other top leaders arrested in
the case -- Arvind Kejriwal, who
was the head of government
when the 2021-22 excise policy
was created, and Manish Sisodia,
who was the excise minister --

the officers added.

Since the agency felt Singh is
“not a flight risk” a “last minute
decision” was taken to not
oppose his bail, these officers
said on the condition of anonym-
ity.

To be sure, the decision was
taken after the top court pointed
out that no money was recov-
ered from Singh, and wanted
answers from ED on the alleged
proceeds of crime. The granting
of bail has been hailed by the
AAP as a “moral and legal vic-
tory”,and one that will unravel a
case that the party claims is
false.

On December 2 last year, the
federal anti-money laundering
probe agency claimed in a
charge sheet that Singh received
kickbacks worth Rs 2 crore (in
two installments of Rs 1 crore

each) through his aide Sarvesh

Sanjay Singh’s wife Anita (second from left) on Tuesday. VIPIN KUMAR/HT

Mishra, who was also named in
the charge sheet. The allegations
were made on the basis on a
statement by Dinesh Arora, an
accused who later turned
approved.

“We had been opposing San-
jay Singh’s bail till now as he

received 22 crore bribes in the
excise policy. It is true that the
money has not been recovered
[from him] but that doesn’t
mean he is not involved,” said
one of the officers cited above.
Asserting that severity of
offence differs in charges against

ngh when compared to Kejri-
wal and Sisodia, this officer said:
“Since Singh was not directly
involved in the policy formula-
tion and implementation and
was not part of the Delhi govern-
ment, we feel it will not impact
our case at the trial stage.”

A second officer said that the
decision to not oppose the bail
was taken at the last minute.
“We felt that Singh is not a flight
risk, and since he is not part of
Delhi government, there are no
chances of him influencing the
witnesses unlike Kejriwal or
Sisodia, who were directly
involved in the policy,” the sec-
ond officer said.

In a statement on Tuesday, the
AAP said the ED was lying.
“Supreme Court said no money
trail was found, no money was
found. ED could not provide
even a single evidence in the

Supreme Court. The ED is work-
ing at the behest of the BJP
which wants to topple the Delhi
government at any cost. The BJP
wants to stop Kejriwal from
campaigning in the Lok Sabha
elections,” the AAP said.

ED officials said that their
investigation in the excise policy
probe has been upheld by courts
while rejecting the bail of several
other accused persons on multi-
ple occasions.

*We are confident that evi-
dence we have gathered against
all the accused in the case will
stand scrutiny of the court,” said
the first officer.

On whether it will continue
opposing Kejriwal and Sisodia’s
bail in courts, the second officer
said: “Yes. They are directly
involved. Kejriwal being the CM
was in the know of things, as was
the minister Manish Sisodia.”

| o

Atishiata press conference on

Tuesday. ARVIND YADAV/HT
Avenue Court on Monday sent
Kejriwal to judicial custody till
April 15,

The BJP claimed that ED has
unearthed the role of AAP lead-
ers in the alleged excise policy
scam and that they are trying to
play the victim card to mislead
people.

“The BJP hoped that the AAP
would disintegrate after Arvind
Kejriwal was arrested because
the entire senior leadership is
behind bars. After Sunday’s rally
by the INDIA bloc, the BJP
believes that arresting the top
four leaders of AAP was not
enough. [ have been told that ED
raids will be conducted at my
house. We will be sent summons
and arrested,” said Atishi.

In a separate press confer-
ence, Delhi minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj said that the success-
ful INDIA bloc rally at Ramlila
Maidan on March 31 is giving
sleepless nights to the BJP.

“Even after arresting all our
big leaders, the AAP is standing
strong. The people of the country
will teach a lesson to the BJP in

No use keeping me
in custody: Sisodia

NEW DELHI: AAP leader
Manish Sisodia, arrested in
the Delhi excise policy case
in February last year, on
Tuesday told a Delhi court
hearing his bail petition

HT

the upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions,” Bharadwaj said.

Responding to the AAP, the
BJP said that the AAP leaders are
aware that they will also face
action in the excise policy case.

“Atishi has played the same
old tune...she should tell the
name of the person (who made
the offer). Arvind Kejriwal has
provided evidence against them
by saying that Vijay Nair, who is
the key accused, reported to
Atishi and Saurabh. After Kejri-
wal exposed their names before
ED, they are aware that they will
also face the probe. Atishi knows
that she has been trapped by Kej-
riwal,” BJP leader Manjinder
Singh Sirsa said.

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva said Atishi and Bhar-
adwaj should present evidence
of the allegations they have
made otherwise they should be
prepared to face legal action.

Delhi BJP secretary Harish
Khurana said Atishi's claims
were new “manohar kahaani”,
which she was using to divert
public attention from the arrest
of AAP leaders.

No lens on other

leaders: ED

ED on Tuesday said it has no
material “as of now” to summon
or investigate Delhi ministers
Atishi and Saurabh Bhardwaj in
the excise policy 2021-22, people
familiar with the developments
said.

“We have no such plans or
material as of now to investigate
or arrest them,” said an officer,
who didn’t want to be named.

that no purpose will be
served by keeping him in
jail any further. He told the
court that the probe
against himin ED’s case
was already complete and
there was no possibility of
him hampering the probe
or destroying evidence. PTI
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the work and other details can be downloaded from the
University website (www.lnmu.ac.in) upto 07.04.2024 by

4:00 PM.

- By order of the Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Ashok Kumar Mehta
State Nodal Officer
CET-B.Ed.-2024
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Six injured after man drives car into

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 36-year-old man
driving a luxury car lost control
and drove into an eatery at Civil
Lines in north Delhi, police
officers aware of the matter
said on Tuesday, adding that
six people were injured in the
incident,

Police said the incident
occurred on Saturday after-
noon at the Fateh Chand
Kachori Shop on Rajpur Road,
adding that the six victims —
all customers who declined to
be identified by the media —
received minor injuries and
were discharged after treat-
ment.

A video of the incident was
captured on a CCTV camera
installed inside the eatery,
which shows at least five cus-
tomers being served by a
worker standing behind the
counter, when a white Mer-
cedes car drives straight into
the shop.

Deputy commissioner of
police (north) Manoj Kumar
Meena identified the accused

kachori shop n N Delhi’s Rajpur Rd

—

Screengrabs of CCTV footage from moments before the incident and (right) after the Mercedes car ploughed into the kachorishop. HT

as Parag Maini, a resident of
Noida Sector 79. DCP Meena
said that Maini, an advocate by
profession, was arrested from
the spot and subsequently
made bail as the Indian Penal
Code sections levelled in the
case were bailable.

Giving details of the case,
Meena said the police control
room received a call around
3pm on Saturday about the
incident, following which a
police team from the Civil

Lines police station reached the
spot.

"He (Maini) said he was
coming to the eatery to eat
kachoris with his wife in his
automatic car, and while park-
ing, he accidentally pressed the
accelerator instead of the
brake,” the DCP said.

During the inguiry, a local
hospital informed police about
a person who was admitted
after receiving injuries in a
road accident. Subsequently,

information about more
injured people was received
from another private hospital.
The police team visited both
hospitals and met the victims
and collected their medico-le-
gal certificates.

Meena said that a case under
section 279 (rash driving) and
337 (causing hurt by act endan-
gering life) of the Indian Penal
Code was registered and the
accused was arrested.

"As per the preliminary

medical examination, the
driver was not under the influ-
ence of alcohol. However, a
blood sample has been pre-
served for analysis,” Meena
said, adding that a further
probe is underway.

HT reached out to Fateh
Chand Kachori Shop, but did
not get any response to
requests for comment.

HT made calls and dropped a
message to Maini, but did not
get any response from him.

LICENCE OF GGM
RESTAURANT
THAT SERVED DRY
ICE CANCELLED

GURUGRAM: The food and sup-
ply department on Monday can-
celled the licence of Laforestta
Café in Sapphire Mall in Guru-
gram’s Sector 90 after it failed to
respond to a show cause notice
issued to them on March 6, peo-
ple familiar with the matter said.
The department sealed the res-
taurant and issued it the notice
after its staff allegedly served dry
ice instead of mouth freshener to
five diners, leading to their hos-
pitalisation.

Following the incident, the
food and supply department has
taken food samples from 162 res-
taurants across the city to con-
duct quality tests.

The incident occurred on
March 2 when a group of six
friends gathered to celebrate the
birthday of one of them at the
cafe. HTC

Car on Meerut e-way rams into light pole,

skidded on to the divider and

passenger with head out of window dies

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

GHAZIABAD: A 60-year-old
woman, who stuck her head
out of the window of a moving
car after she began feeling the
effects of motion sickness, died
atter the vehicle crashed into a
light pole on the median of the
Delhi-Meerut expressway on
Monday evening, traffic police
officers aware of the incident
said on Tuesday.

The police identified the
deceased as Nanhi Khatoon,
who was in a Hyundai Creta car
that was being driven by her
son Mohammad Aminuddin,
32. Officers said the two were
travelling from Aligarh to their
residence in Pratap Vihar in
Ghaziabad at around 5.30pm,
when the incident occurred on
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The Hyundai Cretacar involved in the incident. HT

the Meerut to Delhi carriage-
way of the expressway.
“Khatoon was in the left rear
seat, As the car was crossing
the Lal Kuan area, Khatoon felt
nauseous and rolled down the

window and stuck her head out
of the window to throw up. Dis-
tracted by the sudden noise,
Aminuddin turned his head to
look back at his mother and
lost control of the car, which

rammed a light pole on the
median,” Ankit Kumar, station
house officer of the Wave City
police station, said.

Virendra Singh, additional
deputy commissioner of police
(traffic), said the traffic police
also conducted a site inspec-
tion,

“The car driver lost control
and it hit the roadside divider
as a result of which the woman,
whose head was out of the win-
dow, died as her head hit the
pole,” the ADCP said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, assistant com-
missioner of police (Wave City)
Poonam Mishra said that Kha-
toon's family “has given in
writing that the incident was
an accident and do not wish to
proceed further”.

PWD plans new elevated
corridor in Punjabi Bagh

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Even as the work on
the much-delayed Punjabi Bagh
flyover is on, the Public Works
Department (PWD) has begun
developing another "connecting
flyover” that is expected to
reduce the traffic load on the
Punjabi Bagh intersection, offi-
cials associated with the project
have said.

PWD plans to build a 2.2-km
flyover connecting the existing
Zakhira and Karampura fly-
overs to provide an alternate
elevated route to access Rohtak
Road from central and west
Delhi, officials said. Meanwhile,
the development work on the
Punjabi Bagh flyover continues
to progress at a snail’s pace,
impacting traffic movement on
the west Delhi section of the
Ring Road.

A senior PWD official said
the four-lane flyover will come
up along the Najafgarh Road
(Shivaji Marg), and added thata
consultant has been appointed
to finalise the detailed project
report.

“Connecting loops will be
built on either end to connect
Karamapura and Zakhira fly-
overs to the new flyover. The
consultant has been appointed
to conduct the traffic volume
survey and submit the detailed
project report. The feasibility
study will assess the traffic vol-
ume over 24 hours period and
throughout a week as well as
the economic and environmen-
tal benefits of the project,” the
official added.

A Delhi government spokes-
person did not comment on the
project.

The loops, the official said,
will enable commuters to Shiv-
aji Marg to Rohtak Road or Old
Rohtak Road. “With the con-
struction of the new flyover, res-
idents of DLF Colony, Moti
Nagar, Karmapura, Narang Col-
ony, Chander Nagar, Janakpuri,
Ramesh Nagar, Uttam Nagar
and nearby areas will get relief
from traffic jams,” the official
said.

He explained that the new
flyover will help decongest the
arca between Anand Parbat to
Karampura flyover and Moti
Nagar by allowing motorists to

Rﬂhtﬂk Rﬂad
New Moti
& Nagar O Zakhira
&
Moti Anand Parbat
Nagar Industrial area
Pr
KARAME PURA Fﬂ,‘;ﬂ,ﬁ"
‘3{9 b
§ &K‘Ffrq? Patel
s 7 Nagar
&

Decongesting West Delhi

Flyover connecting Zakhira and Karampura flyovers

Structure

Will decongest: main Punjabi Bagh
intersection, Anand Parvat, DLF Colony, Moti
Nagar, Karmapura, Narang Colony, Chander
Nagar, Janakpuri, Ramesh Nagar, Uttam
Nagar, faster commuter between central and
west Delhi to Rohtak road

Four lane
flyover

bypass the three red light sig-
nals and a roundabout along the
3-km-long stretch betweeen
Zakhira and Karampura flyover
on Shivaji Marg.

“The elevated corridor will
come up along an industrial
area on one side and a residen-
tial pocket on the other. Also,
there are several banquet halls
located along the road which
are a major reason for traffic
congestion on the stretch,” offi-
cial added.

Anil Kumar, a resident of
Ramesh Nagar who regularly
travels via Najafearh Road, said
that the road stretch near Kar-
ampura is especially chaotic
due to the presence of a large
number of banquet halls. “The
road becomes congested in the
evening and it takes a couple of
hours to reach home specially
when multiple marriage func-
tion are being held on the ban-
quets located on the main road.
Traffic police needs to deploy
more personnel along this route
to curb illegal parking. A flyover
will help ease daily commute,”
he said.

Tajinder Singh, another com-
muter who travels between
from Zakhira to Dwarka Mor,
said the Najafgarh Road has
become a hub of encroachment,

Bypass: three traffic light intersections
Status: consultant appointed

e-rickshaws, and lacks traffic
planning.

When asked if the two pro-
jects will be executed simulta-
neously causing more chaos in
the area, a second PWD official
said the two projects will not be
implemented simultaneously.
The Shivaji Marg work will be
initiated after the completion of
the Moti Nagar project, he said.

Delhi chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal on March 13 inaugu-
rated the three-lane Moti Nagar
flyover in West Delhi section of
Ring Road, doubling the exist-
ing one-way flyover at the loca-
tion.

The flyover is the part of West
Delhi elevated corridor develop-
ment and connectivity plan for
the influence zone of the Ring
Road corridor between Punjabi
Bagh Flyover and Raja Garden
which was launched in Septem-
ber 2022. It was expected to be
completed by December 8, 2023.
However, the commuters on
this stretch will only get partial
relief as the second section of
the flyover at Punjabi Bagh Club
Road is still a work in progress
and it is now expected to be
completed by July, officials say.
PWD had opened the Moti
Nagar section of the flyover in
March.
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MCD logs dip in property tax

collection, taxpayers in FY24

Paras Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) has reg-
istered a dip in property tax rev-
enue collection as well as the
number of taxpayers in 2023-24
even as the other sectors, includ-
ing parking, advertisement and
trade licences, recorded an
uptick with the financial year
culminating on Sunday, senior
municipal officials said.

The property tax department
tentatively collected around
22,137 crore till March 31 with
1,258,000 tax payers filing
returns, according to one of the
officials cited above. Municipal
data shows that the civic body
collected around 22,417 crore
from 1,329,641 taxpayers in the
preceding year 2022-23. Earlier
in December, the municipal
commissioner’'s budget pro-
posed a collection target of
34,300 crore from property
taxes for 2023-24.

The corporation has recorded
adecrease of over 250 crore in
the tax collection with a net dip
of around 70,000 taxpayers.
“Last year, MCD offered an
amnesty scheme (Samriddhi
scheme) due to which the reve-
nue collection jumped by 20%
and more than 1.3 lakh taxpavers
registered under this scheme
alone. This led to an all-time
high property tax collection. In
absence of such a scheme this
year, the number has dipped,” a
second senior official said, ask-
ing not to be named.

Property tax collection
remains one the key revenue
streams for the Capital's munici-

Revenue collection

made by civic body

Financial year

PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION

OTHER REVENUE SOURCES
Advertisements

- I|[| ﬂ 25-7 cr

B 3045 cr

Remunerative projects
(parking, mobile towers, etc)

- 2327«

P :253.9 cr

Health trade licence from eateries
B4
I 50 or
TAXPAYERS

pality, which also earns from
trade licence fee, advertisement
charges, parking, mobile towers,
fines, and some other streams.

This year, the advertisement
department has reported a net
collection of *304.5 crore — 35%
jump from collection of 225.7
crore collected last year.

“This is the highest ever col-

2022-23 B 2023-24
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lection from advertisement sec-
tor on record. It was yielding
between 2160-X190 crore
between 2016 and 2020. It
dipped to ¥84.8 crore in 2020-21
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
The recovery started in 2021-22
with 137 crore, which rose to
X225.7 crore last year, and
breached 300-crore mark for

the first time this year,” a third
municipal official said while
attributing the jump to crack-
down on illegal advertisements,
surrogate advertisements and
regulations of self-signages.

Similarly, the remunerative
projects (RP) cell that oversees
sectors, including parking,
mobile towers and charging sta-
tions, reported a revenue collec-
tion of 253.9 crore — a 19%
jump from 213.27 crore col-
lected last year.

The public health depart-
ment, which earns revenue from
health trade licences issued to
eateries, restaurants and hotels,
reported an increase of licence
fee from 34 crore last year to
50 crore this year.

Leader of opposition from BJP
and former mayor Raja Igbal
Singh said that the corruption of
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) ledtoa
decrease of about 2300 crore in
the property tax collection of
MCD this year as compared to
last year. “The number of tax-
payers has also decreased. Since
the AAP came to power, they
have not come up with any
amnesty scheme for the citizens,
while on the other hand, the
administration has tried to
intimidate the citizens by send-
ing them property tax notices.
Money which should have gone
to the corporation’s treasury
from property tax was kept in
the pockets of AAP leaders and
house tax inspectors, due to
which MCD had to suffer a loss
of revenue,” he added.

HT reached out to the mayor
and the mayor’s office, but did
not get any response to requests
for comments.

Fire breaks out at house in

Sadar Baza

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A fire broke out on
the first floor of a residential
building in north Delhi's Sadar
Bazar on Tuesday afternoon, fire
officials and police officers
aware of the matter said, adding
that two girls — sisters who had
locked themselves in a bath-
room, ostensibly to escape the
blaze — died of asphyxiation.
Deputy commissioner of
police (north) Manoj Kumar
Meena said the deceased were
identified as Anaya, 12, and
Gulashna, 14, residents of Cha-
melian Road. Police said the sis-
ters’ father Haji Saalim Shabbu
is a businessman who was in
Lucknow at the time of the inci-
dent, while their mother and two
younger brothers — the police
did not share their names —
were on a different floor of the
house at the time of the blaze,
and were successfully rescued.
Meena said the police control
room received a call about the
fire at 2.30pm. “Police teams
from the Sadar Bazar police sta-
tion reached the spot,” he said.
Delhi Fire Service director
Atul Garg said four fire tenders
were pressed into service. "It is
suspected that there was a short
circuit in the air conditioner ata
recreational room on the first
floor that led to the fire,” he said.
A fire official who took part in
rescue operations said that the
building is centrally air condi-

——

r, 2 girls killed
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The fire broke out on the first floor of the house. VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

tioned. “The fire is suspected to
have spread because a mini thea-
tre was installed with sound-
proof foam and other inflamma-
ble materials,” the official said,
on condition of anonymity.
“The girls were on the first
floor of the building and the
house help were on the ground
floor, When the fire broke out on
the first floor, the girls couldn’t
escape and the helps couldn’t go
upstairs as the staircase was
filled with smoke,” the officer
said, also requesting anonymity.
“It is suspected that the girls
entered the bathroom and shut
the door to escape the flames.
They were found unconscious in
the bathroom,” the officer said,
adding that they were rushed to
a hospital close by where they

were declared brought dead.

Meanwhile, Khalid Qureshi, a
neighbour, claimed that the fire
tenders arrived at the spot after
over an hour, “When the fire
helpline 101 was called, no one
picked up. Someone went to the
nearest fire station, and one fire
tender arrived, but without gas
masks and barely any water.
Finally, after an hour and a half,
fire tenders arrived,” he said.

Garg, however, dismissed the
allegations. “The first call was
received at the fire control room
at 2.07pm, after which one fire
tender was pressed into service.
At 2:23pm, officials present at
the spot asked the control room
to send more fire tenders, after
which three more were sent by
2:31pm,” Garg said.

NDMC PROPERTY
TAX COLLECTION
CROSSES %1,000CR
FOR FY 2023-24

NEW DELHI: The New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC),
which oversees the Lutyens’
Delhi region, has for the first
time reported a property tax
collection of more than 1,000
crore.

NDMC's property tax depart-
ment recently undertook a seal-
ing drive in Connaught Place
over the non-payment of prop-
erty taxes.

NDMC oversees the region
covering key government build-
ings, offices, historic areas and
Lutyens’ bungalow zone. It
hosts some of the the most
upscale and expensive residen-
tial and commercial areas of the
country.

With just 16,500 taxpaying
properties, the council mops up
almost half of the property tax
collected by MCD. The 1,483 sq
km of Delhi’s geographical area
comprises of three urban local
bodies — the largest of them
being MCD which covers 1,397
sq km area. NDMC covers 42.7
sq km.

The council reported a prop-
erty tax collection of 21,025.6
crore for 2023-24 — an increase
from 931.2 crore collected last
year.

The department set a target
of 21,150 crore collection and an
aggressive campaign was run to
target long-time defaulters.

The council collected prop-
erty tax of 931 crore in 2022-23,
2950.7 crore in 2021-22 and
2690.78 crore in the pandemic-
hit 2020-21. HTC

Tinted glass rule violations on rise,

most challans from W Delhi: Police
Back in black

Tinted glass violations in Delhi traffic police circles

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Traffic
Police on Tuesday said that
there has been a significant
increase in the number of vehi-
cles which have been challaned
over the use of tinted windows
over the past year, with data
revealing that the maximum
number of violations have
occurred in west Delhi.

The Supreme Court, in a 2012
judgment, banned the use of
black film and tinted windows
in all vehicles, following several
reports of crimes against
women inside such vehicles.

In a statement on Tuesday,
the traffic police said that they
are “actively” checking vehicu-
lar traffic across the city, and
have spotted several violations
of the ban on tinted windows,
with the traffic circles of Najaf-
garh, Nangloi, and Tilak Nagar
— all in west Delhi —recording
the maximum offenders.

“Tinted windows or films
affect clear visibility, which
compromises road safety for
occupants of the vehicle and
other commuters. Further, the
safety of women has always
been a top issue for Delhi Police,

(Jan1to Mar 15)

Total

1567
violations

3,029

1,083

—
2022

2023

2024

Violations in select traffic circles
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Najafgarh Nangloi Punjabi

Bagh

given the history of cases in
which four-wheelers with tinted
glasses were used,” the state-
ment said.

The police further added that
despite regulations and regular
checking, a “trend” of tinted
window violations has emerged.

As per data released by the

Tilak RK Puram Hauz
Nagar

Defence

Khas  Colony

police, more than 7,567 cars
were challaned for using tinted
windows in cars from January 1
to March 15 this year, and were
fined between 100 and 2300. In
2023, during the same period,
the number of violators was
3,029, while the figure for the
same period in 2022 was 1,085.

In 2024, the maximum num-
ber of violators were in the
Najafgarh traffic circle — 851 —
which was a significant surge
from the 100 violators fined for
the same period in 2023. Other
traffic circles that had a signifi-
cant number of violations in
2024 were Nangloi (617), Pun-
jabi Bagh (417), Tilak Nagar
(365), Dwarka (350), RK Puram
(240), Badarpur (226), and Hauz
Khas (220).

A traffic police officer aware
of the development said that a
car’'s windows must be trans-
parent for road safety.

“People who stopped using
tinted windows (due to the
Supreme Court ban) are now
trying to come up with dark
films and other coating on win-
dows,” the officer said, on con-
dition of anonymity.

“Most of the violators are
young adults, and they make
excuses that they were not
aware of the rule, or that they
are allergic to the sun. We have
also found violators shooting
reels or creating nuisance in
such cars. It becomes difficult to
spot the person inside. People
also use dark or light films to
cover the windows. That is not
allowed,” the officer added.

sherbet

PUBLIC
INTEREST

Delhiwale

EXPERIENCE YOUR CITY LIKE NEVER BEFORE

n cold red

On the history of an iconic Walled City

Delhi’'s monuments are usually made of
red sandstone. An exception is a red sher-
bet, its origins tightly entwined with the
dense tapestry of Purani Dilli’s rich his-
tory. Say salaam-namaste to Rooh Afza,
the Persian for “soul enhancer”. After a customary
wintertime hibernation, the sherbet is again pop-
ping up across the Walled City. Here's a brief but
definitive record of its past.

In 1906, Hakeem Hafiz Abdul Majeed, a pharma-
cist who trained in Unani medicine during a stint
at the legendary Hindustani Dawakhana clinicin
Old Delhi’s Ballimaran, set up his own clinic in
Hauz Qazi, close to his house in Katra Sheikh
Ranjha. Investing 100 into the venture, he named
it Hamdard, “partner in pain”.

A year later, the aforementioned founder, who
would die very young, introduced his first offering
of medicines. One of those was a potion to heal
summertime ailments such as heat stroke, dehy-
dration and diarrhoea. It was prepared from the
extracts of spinach, watermelon, endive, khas-khas
grass, coriander seed, damask rose, etc. Perhaps
because the syrupy dawa was fragrant with the

bouquet of appetising herbs and flowers, and
tasted sweetdue to its high sugar content, it quickly
picked up a reputation of being an anytime thirst

quencher.

The sherbet’s tall, heavy, long-stemmed bottles
would be filled and corked manually in a Walled
City factory. Designed by artist Mirza Noor Ahmad,
the coloured labels, introduced in 1910, would be
printed at Bolton Press in Bombay (now Mumbai).

Following Partition in 1947, the founder’s elder
son chose to remain an Indian and didn't budge
from Delhi, His younger son moved to the newly
created Pakistan, where he started making the
same sherbet in Karachi. After East Pakistan
became Bangladesh in 1971, the property there fell
into local ownership. The world today has three
independent Rooh Afzas—headquartered in Delhi
(Middle Circle, Connaught Place), Karachi and
Dhaka respectively. The sherbets share no links
with each other except for their common ancestor.

Meanwhile, this afternoon in Rooh Afza’s jan-
ambhoomi, a cart vendor is parked outside the
Jama Masjid. The cold solution in his metal vessel
is filled with chunky blocks of ice-factory baraf. On
receiving an order, the man dips his ladle into the
vessel, lifting up its bowl the next moment. A silver
coin glistens in the iconic red sherbet. It is the sum-

mertime sun's reflection.
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SANJAY SINGH

today will not be treated as a
precedent,” said the bench in
the order, recording the state-
ment of additional solicitor gen-
eral (ASG) SV Raju, who
appeared for the agency.

To be sure, in criminal cases,
each accused is treated on the
merit of the evidence against
them. The order noted that ED’s
concession in the case was
made before the agency began
arguments. “We clarify that we
have not commented on the
merits of the case,” it added.

Still, the release will be a
boost for the AAP, which has
been bereft of senior leadership
since Kejriwal's arrest. Singh is
one of the tallest leaders of the
party, is an aggressive public
orator, and has relationships
across parties.

The court, earlier in the pro-
ceedings, also hinted to the
agency that if it decided in
favour of Singh, it will have to
record its observations under
Section 45 of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act that he
was prima facie not guilty and
that will have ramifications on
the trial. The Supreme Court is
also set to review its 2022 judg-
ment in Vijay Madanlal Choud-
hary v Union of India, which
upheld the constitutional valid-
ity of several stringent provi-
sions of PMLA, including those
related to power to issue sum-
mons, make arrests, search and
seizure and the stringent condi-
tions of bail.

The Supreme Court in August
2022 agreed to review its earlier
judgment, adding the reconsid-
eration would be confined to
two crucial aspects — denies the
accused access to a copy of the
Enforcement Case Information
Report (ECIR) and shifts the
onus of proving innocence from
the prosecution to the accused.

In March 2023, the top court
agreed to examine the validity
of Sections 50 and 63 of the
PMLA and sought the govern-
ment's reply. Section 50
empowers ED to summon an
accused and record a statement
that is admissible as evidence.
Section 63 provides for punish-
ment for giving false testimony.

These cases are now expected
to be heard by a special three-
judge bench in July,

Arrested six months ago

ED arrested Rajya Sabha MP
Singh on October 4 last yearin
relation to the controversial
2021-22 excise policy, which has
since been withdrawn. His
arrest was based on a statement
made by Dinesh Arora, who
claimed to have delivered a sum
of 2 crore to Sarvesh Mishra,

{ FROM PAGE 1 }

an alleged associate of the MP.
These funds were delivered at
Singh’s official residence, Arora
said in his statement recorded
by the trial court, and the
receipt of this was confirmed by
Singh when they next met.
Arora turned an approver in the
case, seeking pardon.

ED had filed supplementary
complaints against Singh and
other co-accused on December
2 and December 19 following
which the trial court rejected
grant of regular bail to Singh on
December 22.

Singh’s petition in the top
court challenged the February 7
order of the Delhi high court,
rejecting his bail plea by relying
on the statement of Arora. In
the petition, Singh questioned
the veracity of the claim made
by approver Arora suggesting
that he had given six different
statements during investigation
and was unreliable.

On Tuesday, Singhvi cited the
discrepancies in Arora’s state-
ments, adding there was neither
any corroboration of the pay-
ment of 2 crore nor the recov-
ery of this money. The senior
counsel questioned the neces-
sity of Singh’s arrest based ona
belated statement by Arora to
implicate him sans any corrobo-
rative piece of evidence.

Finding substance in
Singhvi's submissions, the
bench turned to ASG Raju,
gquestioning the agency on the
necessity of continuing the
incarceration of the AAP leader,
who has already spent six
months behind bars.

“He has been in for six
months. Do you have any
instructions whether vyou
require him anymore? Please,
keep in mind if we are with him,
we will have to record under
Section 45 (of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act) our sat-
isfaction that he is prima facie
not guilty and that will have its
own ramifications on the trial,”
the bench told the ASG before
the bench was to rise for a lunch
break at Ipm.

It said that the fact of the
matter is that Arora did not
implicate Singh in his initial
statements, adding statements
of an accomplice will have to be
finally tested during the trial by
way of cross-examination of
witnesses. “There has been no
recovery either and that's
another fact of the matter...You
have kept him in custody for six
months. Take instructions
whether he has to be kept in fur-
ther custody,” it told Raju.

When the hearing resumed at
2pm, the ASG said that although
the agency has an arguable case,

it will not come in the way of the
grant of bail to Singh. Raju,
however, said that he is not will-
ing to make any concession in
so far as Singh's challenge to the
legality of his arrest is con-
cerned.

Responding, the bench said
that ED’s willingness to let him
out on bail is good enough for
now. “It does not matter if you
are not conceding on the matter
of arrest. To him, it's a matter of
liberty and agreeing on bail is
good enough,” itremarked. The
court then proceeded to order
Singh’s release on bail.

Sanjay Singh, arrested six
months ago in connection with
the controversial Delhi excise
policy case, has been under
scrutiny for his alleged involve-
ment in the scandal that has
embroiled several high-profile
names, including Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal and
former deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia— both presently
incarcerated in the Capital's
Tihar jail in the same case.
Another AAP lawmaker Satyen-
dar Jain is also lodged in Tihar
jail over charges of money laun-
dering in a different case.

The case, which pertains to
accusations of corruption,
money laundering, and irregu-
larities in the formulation and
implementation of the excise
policy, has seen the ED taking a
stringent stance against the
accused.

Kejriwal was arrested on
March 21 by ED, hours after the
Delhi high court denied his
request for interim protection
from arrest — a startling turn of
events that left the Capital's pol-
itics in turmoil and pushed to
new heights the ongoing con-
flict between the Union govern-
ment and the AAP. The party
has insisted that Kejriwal will
continue as CM and he has
issued two orders from jail,
sparking condemnation from
the BJP.

ED has accused the CM of
being the "kingpin and key con-
spirator” of the Delhi excise pol-
icy scam who acted in cahoots
with ministers of his cabinet
and other Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leaders, while seeking to
implicate AAP as the benefici-
ary of the alleged crime in the
form of a “company”.

Kejriwal was on Monday sent
to Tihar jail following his 10-day
custodial interrogation, during
which, the agency claimed, the
probe focussed on the role of
Vijay Nair, a key figure in the
case who allegedly played a sig-
nificant role in facilitating alleg-
edly illicit activities and connec-
tions within the liquor industry.

IITBOMBAY

ence and engineering branch,
which are most in demand, have
not seen 100% placement among
those registered,” the officer
added.

According to data shared by
Singh, which is available with
the National Institutional Rank-
ing Framework (NIRF), 1,485
students were placed, of 2,209
registered.

“The institute is focused on big
packages to maintain the high
mark of average salary packages.
However, it is not focusing on the
salary bagged by an average stu-
dent - this has created a system
where despite getting offer let-
ters, most students reject them
later and choose other ways to
seek employment,” said a profes-
sor from the institute.

Pointing to the focus on
“propaganda of placements”, the
professor underscored an error
created by the placement cell
this academic year. When only
22 IIT-Bombay students received
more than X1 crore in Phase-1of
placements held in December,
the institute announced that 85
candidates were offered over X1
crore. Later, it issued a note cor-
recting the oversight,

“A majority of students are
expressing concern about rising
stress levels, especially post-pan-
demic, regarding job placements.
They are declining campus offers
that are not on a par with offers
received by students from private
colleges for similar positions,”
the professor elaborated.

Singh pointed to the need to
create a support system for
unplaced students who have
high levels of anxiety and stress
staring at the bleak job scenario.
He said, the institute “hardly has
any placement support for
approximately 700-750 students
left unplaced in phase two”.
“This is a disheartening state of
affairs in IIT-Bombay, which is
ranked the third engineering col-
lege in India (as per NIRF). The
administration should inform
unplaced students how theyare
going to help them find a job,”
said Singh.

A final-year student, who was
part of the placement drive,
spoke about the anxiety he expe-
rienced during the interview. “1
prepared hard but was unable to
tackle real-time pressure and
failed to get a job. Some com-
pany representatives informed
us they cut down hirings by 50%
compared to last year,” said the
student.

Despite several attempts by
HT to get a response on the mat-
ter, IIT-Bombay officials
remained unavailable for a com-
ment.
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Ahead of the Lok Sabha polls, HT looks at some key constituencies across India which encapsulate the issues shaping the elections

[n Maoist citadel, green shoots of democracy

Ritesh Mishra

letters@hindustantimes.com

KANKER (CHHATTISGARH): It is
10 am in late March, the sun
beginning to sear the skin.In a
tattered vest, 31-year-old Jagesh-
war Korram whistles loudly as
he washes his clothes at a gov-
ernment handpump. Around
him are scattered homes, far
apart as they often are in the for-
ests of Bastar, and evidence of
calm domesticity. A few metres
away from Korram, children tit-
ter as they play hide and seek,
weaving past a
woman who has set
off on her Atlas bicy-
cle for the closest
bazaar.

Korram is content.
But this contentment
comes not from
development or any
real sense of upward
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ence, Kerala is 38,863 square
kilometres.

These seven districts —
Kanker, Kondagaon, Narayan-
pur, Bastar, Dantewada, Sukma
and Bijapur —are all categorised
as LWE affected. But over the
years, even as violence has con-
tinued incessantly, areas under
Maoist control have shrunk,
now predominantly in the three
south Bastar districts of Dantew-
ada, Sukma and Bijapur, or
Abujhmaad, 4,000 square kilo-
metres of land yet unmapped by
the government, literally trans-
lated from Gondi as
the “mountains of the
unknown”. In some of
these, the first three
months of the year
have seen a climax of
sorts, with the state
launching a con-
certed push into once
Maoist-dominated

mobility — the village

areasin the interiors,

of Mohla has 25 tribal
and six Other Back-
ward Classes (OBC)
families, nearly all of

KANKER
494 334

and the cornered
insurgents fighting
hard. The human toll
tells the story — in

them still living off

the subsistence their small land
holdings provide for them. In
Mohla, calm domesticity is hard
earned. Even the luxury of elect-
oral choice, one of the most fun-
damental tenets of Indian
democracy, did not exist 15 years
ago.

Receding Maoists
For close to four decades, Bastar
in southern Chhattisgarh has
become one of the primary are-
nas of a deadly battle between
government security agencies
and the banned Left Wing
Extremist (LWE) outfit
CPI(Maoists) — once called
India’s gravest internal security
challenge by then prime minis-
ter Manmohan Singh in 2006.
Yet, even as it has grown to be
synonymous with violence, the
term Bastar is often misleading.
Bastar is, at once, avillage, a dis-
trict, and, most importantly, a
range that comprises seven dif-
ferent districts spanning 39,117
square kilometres, bigger than
several Indian states. For refer-

three months, 47
Maoists, six security personnel,
and 16 civilians have lost their
lives in the action.

But Kanker is a different
story.

Closest to Chhattisgarh’s capi-
tal Raipur and only around 140
kilometres away, it is one of the
districts from where the vio-
lence has gradually dissipated —
the result of a combination of
creeping markets, road infra-
structure, and a paramilitary
push.

State government officials say
that 70% of Kanker, barring the
parts that fall wunder
Abujhmaad, are “Maoist-free”.

“Ten years ago, this whole
area (which Mohala falls under)
of Pakhanjur, Partapur, Koyl-
ibeda and Bande were Maoist
strongholds but things have
changed because of the opening
of camps and roads,” said
Lakshman Kewat, station house
officer of Pakhanjur police sta-
tion,

Sunderraj P, inspector gen-
eral of police, Bastar range, said
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Vllla gersin Mﬂhala gear up to votein then' first Lok Sabha polls.

that even in the last two years,
the advance of the security for-
ces continued apace. “We have
established critical camps in
Bastar, including Chilparas, Pan-
didobir, Kadmeta and Katgaon
in Kanker district. These camps,
which are game changers, were
established in erstwhile Maoist
strongholds, and this was done
facing considerable risks,
including the threat of IEDs,
ambushes and UBGL (under
barrel grenade launcher)
attacks. The fight against LWE
has reached its final and decisive
phase,” he said.

For Lalit Kumar Patel, this
receding of Maoism reflects
Mohla’s lived reality.

“Even 10 years ago, nobody
dared enter Mohla. But things
are different now,” Patel, a vil-
lager, said.

One of those changes is
immediate. "We had never
thought that there would be
enough normalcy that the entire
village would get to vote for the
Lok Sabha elections.”
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Advancing democracy
As his hands beat the dirt out of
the clothes under the gentle flow
of the hand pump, Korram
called out to his four-year-old
son, one of the children playing
under his watchful eye. There
was a time when Korram was
young, that he believed neither
he nor his children (if he had
any) would return to the village.
In 2010, armed Maoists had
descended on Mohla, and exe-
cuted three people on suspicion
of being police informers,

PARTY: BJP

threatening to kill more. Within
days, the village emptied. “We all
moved to the small town of
Pakhanjur, 20 km away,” Kor-
ram said. Even in the years
before that, nobody had dared to
vote for fear of the Maoists.

But slowly, from their make-
shift huts on the outskirts of
Pakhanjur, the villagers
watched as the situation began
to ease. The same year as the
Mohla massacre, the first Border
Security Force (BSF) camp
opened in Partapur, 16 kilome-

tres away. In 2017, another camp
was established, less than a kilo-
metre from Mohla. By late 2019,
the government had cajoled the
villagers to return home. The
homes they left behind were
mud and thatch, and had not
survived the nine-year hiatus.
“Every single one of the 30 fami-
lies had to rebuild. But after the
establishment of the camp, the
influence of the Maoists has
become negligible. The first time
we voted was in the assembly
elections last year. Now we will
vote in the Lok Sabha elections,”
said Sumila Komre (41), return-
ing from the forests after collect-
ing mahua.

Much has changed in the five
years since the villagers have
returned. There is now electric-
ity, and a stable mobile phone
network. And among the resi-
dents, much like anywhere else,
political conversations are
about which government will
bring the village the most devel-
opment. “Now, we want the Nal-
Jal Yojana and roads inside the
village. The path from the main
Pakhanjur-Koylibeda road is
unpaved and becomes difficult
to traverse in the rainy season.
Our vote will be for develop-
ment,” said Manik Ram Komre.,

Komre is testament to
Mohla’s aspiration, and upward
mobility. He is 19 years old and
readying for a Bachelor of Com-
merce degree in the district
headquarters at Kanker. “I think
(Prime Minister Narendra) Modi
is a great leader,” Ram smiled.
Standing next to him, under a
tamarind tree, Sankai Gawande
scoffed dismissively. He shaked
his phone violently and said,
“What has Modi done for us? All
he does is appear on mobile
phones and television screens. |
have yet to decide who to vote
for.” But Gawade knows that
even the conversation he is in
the middle of, the luxury of
choice, is battle earned. "Now at
least we can talk about it, and
can vote. Fifteen years ago,
nobody voted for anyone. Those
were difficult days. Now there is
no interference and no fear,” he
said.

Tribal politics

Experts believe that elections in
Bastar have always been a relia-
ble barometer for the strength of
the Maoists in the region. Every
election is fraught with danger;
littered with examples of
attacks. In April 2019, on the last
day of campaigning, BJP MP
Bhima Mandavi was killed after
an [ED targeted his convoy; four
others died with him. But over-
all, experts say, there is increas-
ing evidence of a reduction in
Maoist influence and the spread
of election processes.

“Despite the usual call of elec-
tion boycott by the CPI(Maoist),
more and more people, and
more and more regions are vot-
ing. Some of these, like in 2023,
were even in the so-called base
areas of the Maoists where their
janatana sarkaar operates. All
attempts to disrupt elections are
being thwarted by the security
forces and recently, only stray
violence has been reported,”
said former special director gen-
eral of police RK Vij.

Experts also said that over the
past six months, the progress
made by security forces in devel-
oping new camps have aimed a
psychological blow at the Mao-
ists.

“For instance, the establish-
ment of a security camp in
Puvarti, the native village of
Maoist operative Hidma, who
has controlled most operations
in south Bastar for the past dec-
ade, is one such blow. These new
camps, including in Kanker dis-
trict, have certainly restricted
the movement of large military
formations by the Maoists,” Vij
added.

In Kanker, this opening up of
new avenues also means navi-
gating methods of political com-
munication not associated with
Bastar. The BJP's Kanker Lok
Sabha candidate, former Anta-
garh MLA Bhojraj Nag, said
party workers were now cam-
paigning in several areas they
had never set foot in before. “But
In sensitive areas, we are
dependent on social media plat-
forms and videos because peo-
ple have access to mobile

phones now. There are door to
door workers, but in interior
places, we try to spread our mes-
sage through digital technol-
ogy.” In terms of the immediate
electoral politics, Kanker is one
of the two Lok Sabha seats in
Bastar, and is currently held by
the BJP. In 2019, while the BJP
won the seat with a narrow 6,914
vote margin, they have moved to
mitigate any anti-incumbency
by removing sitting Member of
Parliament Mohan Mandavi,
replacing him with Nag.

Last week, the Congress
announced that Viresh Thakur,
who contested in 2019, would
battle for the seat again.

“Our election campaign is
focused on Modi ki guarantee
(PM Modi’s promises), and the
development schemes launched
by our government that are now
both at the state and the central
level. The programmes have
made a huge difference to peo-
ple’s lives and we are confident
we are winning with a huge
margin,” Nag said.

Thakur said the Congress has
framed their campaign as a fight
for the “country’s soul”. “We will
contest the elections for the very
future of our country and are
taking Rahul Gandhi’s guaran-
tees to the people. People have
benefitted from the five years
that (Congress’s) Bhupesh
Baghel was in power and we are
confident people will vote for
us,” Thakur said.

In last year’s assembly polls,
the Congress, under Baghel, lost
to the BJP.

The sparring means little to
Korram. His vote is in four
weeks and he is already plan-
ning for the day. As his son
squirms in his arms, Korram
beams widely.

“We will all reach the polling
booth early. Every vote is impor-
tant. Maybe I will take my son.
Someday, he will vote too,” he
said. “Who knew this day would
be possible.”

This is the firstin a series of elec-
tion reports from the field that
look at national and local issues
through an electoral lens.
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1 CHANGE OF NAME |

- 1, HARI Chand Sharma /0 Shri Jiwan

Lal Sharma R/o H.Mo. 207, Sec-214A,
Faridabad have declared that my
name Harish Sharma is wrongly
mentioned in HSYP Record of Plot
No. 58, Sector-21E, Faridabad. But
my correct name is Hari Chand
Sharma. In case of any false
information, | will be solely
responsible for the same.

. EKTA D/O Ravikant (UD): xxxx0846)

Rfo 40, 3rd Floor, Pocket-3,

Rfo A5-1002, Cleo County, Sector 121, g

Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar-201307,
Uttar Pradesh have changed my
name from Samiksha Mehrotra

to Samiksha Jain for all future

purposes.

I, ASHMEET Kaur D/o Gurmeet Singh

luneja, Rfo E-146 A, Greater

Block-A, Sector-8, Dwarka, Del

110075 state that Aparna Goyal &
Aparna Gupta is one and the same
person but | will be known Aparna

Gupta for all future purposes.

Kailash-1, New-Delhi 110048, declare :

that my father name is wrongly
mentioned as Gurmeet Singh in my
Educational documents but his
acteal & correct name is Gurmeet
Singh Juneja, Gurmeet Singh and
Gurmeet Singh Juneja are one and
the same person.

: 1, CHANDER Vati W/o Late Sh. Ishwar  :
. Chand R/o HNo. 1A/87, Near Fawara :
Singh Chowk, NIT Faridabad, Haryana :
-121001 have changed my name from :

Permila Rani to Chander Vati for all

before 15th April, 2024

Sector-21; Rohini, Sultanpuri
C-Block, North West, Delhi-110086,

declare that | would be known as

INTEGRATED

Ekta Ravikant so | have added
my father's name followed

future purposes.

. I DINESH Singh /0 Sh. Padam Singh

: 1, POOJA Kumari D/o- Ram Kishor

Choudhary W/o- Rahul, Rfo- W
679fA-4, Padam Basti, Nangal

New Delhi- 110046, have changed
my name and shall hereafter be

known as Pooja Singh

1, YAMINI W/o Mr Sahej KhuranaRfo sooking of cjctons s
:  1-10/26, Third Floor, Rajouri Garden,

New Delhi-110027, have chang

all purposes,

]  LostaFound

Goyal R/o House No. 170, 2nd Floor,

name to Yamini Malik Khurana for

hi-

: 1HI]1 -2024

(5t. Andrews World School), Sector-8

LAXMI EDUCATION DWELLERS PVT. LTD.

Regd. Office at H.No.108, 100 feet Road, chawla coleny,
Faridabad 121004 HARYANA

': PUBLIC NOTICE
. |Whereas, Laxmi Education Dwellers Pvt. Ltd., prmary school (St. Andrews World
- |School) site 01 (1.062 acre), lucated at Group H

- |Ltd. in coliaboration with Orris Inhastrumma Pvt, Ltd, Ama measuring 29.068 Acres
. |lLicense No. 39 of 2009 dated 24.07.2009 & License No. 99 of 2011 dated
3. : 117.11.2011) Sector- 85, Gurugram. Existi

Raya . |approved vide memo no. 2p- EE&UﬂHIHFMEI HEIJEBHTEIE[I dated 26-04-2023 and
"¢ |Occupation Certificate Received vide memao no. ZP-556-IVIPA(DK)/2023/2073, dated

: by Director Town & Country Planning, Haryana, Chandigarh.
. | Now, Laxmi Education Dwellers Pvt. Ltd,, has mquastad Town and Country Planning
- |Haryana | HSVP to upgrade this Primary School Site to Senior Secondary School Site.
: | There is no change in the plot area or approved building plan of any kind. Whereas the
- |office of Ellrar.tur Town and Eum!nr Planning, Haryana, Chandigarh has required
= 18 against the request mentioned above via Memo No.
. |ZP- 55 IWFMEH}IEGE 59 [latnd 13-03-2024. Details of the same are available
edmy : |on our website www.sawsgurugram.com for reference. Details are also available at
. | the site address mentioned primary school (St. Andrews World School) site 01 a3 well
. |as the office of Senior Town Planner, Sector 14, Gurugram, Haryana-122001

- |Any person related to this matter having any objection/suggestion may take

. |clarification from the owner at its Huglst&rsd Office or Site Office at primary school

Gurugram, opposite Orris Aster Court or may
file his/her objections at the office of Senior Town Planner, Sec 14, Gurugram,
Hmana - 122001 within 30 days of publication of this notice, failing which it shall be

lony of BE Automation " Pvt,

building plan of the said plot was
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Will step up action against the

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN/RUDRAPUR: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Tues-
day launched a scathing attack on
members of the Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA), particularly the Congress,
stressing that action against the
corrupt will be intensified in the
third term of the BJP government.
Modi echoed comments he had
made last week on Sunday - days
after several Opposition leaders
attacked the government for alleg-
edly using federal agencies to tar-
get the BJP's political rivalsamid a
spate of cases and arrests by the
Enforcement Directorate and the
Central Bureau of Investigation.
Speaking at a poll rally in Rud-
rapur in Kumaon region of Uttara-
khand, Modi attacked Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi for his
remark suggesting there would be
a “conflagration” in the country if
the BJP gets a third term. He also
told the crowd that there are two
groups contesting the 2024 elec-
tions. “One side is us, honest and
transparent. On the other side, cor-
rupt and dynastic people have
gathered. They are insulting and
threatening Modi. We are saying,
Temove corruption’. They are say-
ing, ‘'save the corrupt’. But people
in the country have given a call,
and I listen to this call. Modi is not
airaid of their insults and threats.
Action will continue against the
corrupt. In the third term, action
will be intensified. Corruption

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated by chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami in Rudrapur on Tuesday. PTI

affects people, and I won't allow
that. This is Modi's guarantee.”

Modi said the INDIA bloc had
shown its anti-democratic face
ahead of the elections. “They are
saying if the country chooses the
Modi government for the third
term, the country will be set on
fire. Do you agree with this? Will
you allow this? Is this the language
of democracy? Clear them one by
one, don’tlet them stay in the field.
The Congress is now provoking
people. It is pushing the country
into instability and anarchy. Those
who want to break this country,
shouldn’t they be punished?”

During the INDIA bloc’s rally at
Ramlila Maidan in Delhi on Sun-
day, Gandhi said: “If the BJP wins
these match-fixed elections, and
changes the Constitution, the
whole country will be on fire.
Remember this.”

Modi said that had Congress
not sown weakness in the system,

nobody would have dared to
encroach upon India’s territory
along its borders. “In the ocean
near Tamil Nadu, thereisanisland

corrupt during 3rd term: Modli

‘Nation needs a strong
and decisive BJP govt

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: A stable and decisive
BJP government at the Centre is
needed more than ever to pro-
tect the country from the “dan-
gerous intentions” of the opposi-
tion parties, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said on Tuesday, as
he kicked off his Lok Sabha poll
campaign in Rajasthan.
Addressing a rally at Kotputli,
which is part of Jaipur Rural Lok
Sabha constituency, Modi said

which was given to Sri Lanka by | he was not born to have fun but
Congress. If Indian fishermen go | to work hard for the welfare of
near it, they are arrested. Can Con- | the country.

gress ensure the protection of the “Congress people have started

country? Congress had stopped
the development of border villa-
ges. BJP treated them asfirstvilla-
ges and ensured their fast develop-
ment, Had Congress remained,
ex-servicemen would not have got
One Rank, One scheme,” he said.

After the public meeting, Modi
also held aroadshow in Rudrapur.

Hitting back, state Congress
vice-president Suryakant Dhas-
mana said Modi is levelling "base-
less allegations against INDIA
bloc, especially Congress, to divert
the attention from key issues”.
“Today, the people of Uttarakhand
wanted to hear the truth from him,
not misleading statements.”

showing their dangerous inten-
tions. This election is very
important to save the country’s
future and to make the lives of
future generations prosperous,”
Modi said. "The country now
more than ever needs a strong
and decisive BJP government.”
Modi also sought votes for
BJP candidate Rao Rajendra
Singh from Jaipur Rural seat.
Speaking on the country’s
development, Modi said a lot
happened in the last 10 years and
that it was just a “trailer”, a lot
still has to be done. He asserted
that the third term of the BJP-led
government will be about taking

\.l

This election is very
important to make
the lives of future
generations
prosperous

NARENDRA MODI, pm

“historic decisions”.

The PM said the upcoming
polls are crucial for the country.

“Itis an election to achieve the
vision of a developed and pros-
perous India, a self-reliant India,
an election to make farmers
prosperous, to bring water to
every home. But Congress and its
INDI Alliance are contesting the
election not for the country but
for their selfish interest,” Modi
said. “This is the first election
where dynastic parties are doing
rallies to save their families...
where all corrupt are doing ral-
lies together to prevent action
against them.”

Congress spokesperson Arch-
ana Sharma said: “The Opposition
has not come together because
they are afraid of BJP. They have
come together to save democracy,
which is being killed by the BJP.”

Siddaramaiah

ENOUGH, WON'T
CONTEST POLLS
ANYMORE: SIDDA

MYSURU: Karnataka chief min-
ister Siddaramaiah on Tuesday
said he has decided not to con-
test polls anymore, as he won't
have the health and enthusiasm
needed to work after four years
with advancing age.

During the 2023 assembly
polls itself, he had declared that
it will be his last election, but he
will continue to remain in poli-
tics. "People in Varuna want me
to contest once again for assem-
bly polls from there, but I have
decided not to contest elections
anymore. Now I'm 77 years old,
still 1 have four years time
(assembly tenure). I will be an
81-82 year-old by then, I won't
have health, and I will not be
able to work happily. Can I work
with enthusiasm? Enough,” Sid-
daramaiah said.

Speaking to reporters in Mys-
uru, the chief minister said, “By
2028 (when assembly elections
are due in Karnataka), I will be
82-years-old, and I will com-
plete 50 years in politics. In
1978, 1 became the taluk board
member.” When told he doesn't
look old, he said, “I may not look
old, but who can experience
aging, you or me?” PTI

Sharmila, DU prof among 17
candidates fielded by Cong

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: YS Sharmila, the
Congress party’s Andhra Pradesh
chief and sister of chief minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy, the head of
rival YSRCP, has been fielded
from Kadapa constituency, a seat
her father, the late YS Rajasekhara
Reddy, (YSR) won four times. Her
name was among the 17
announced on Tuesday, taking the
total number of candidates thus
far announced by the party to 232.

Sharmila, who joined the Con-
gress on January 4 and became
the Pradesh Congress Commiittee
chief, faces an uphill task in a state
where the Congress failed to win
any Lok Sabha seats in 2019, In
2014, the party won just two of 25.

“Sharmila fighting from Kad-
apaisalsoa bid to reclaim Rajase-
khara Reddy’s legacy,” said a sen-
ior Congress leader.

Of the 17 candidates, five are
from Andhra Pradesh, three from
Bihar, eight from Odisha and one
from West Bengal.

The party also announced the
candidature of Delhi University’s
Motilal Nehru College professor
Munish Tamang from Darjeeling.
Tamang is a professor in the
English department and was in the
opposite camp of Bimal Gurung,
whose Gorkha Janmukti Morcha
was a pivotal force in Darjeeling
for along time; he joined the Con-
gressrecently.

Breakdown of LS poll list

ANDHRA BIHAR @ AMIR CHAND NAYAK
PRADESH @ MOHAMMAD Kandhamal
® MM PALLAM RAJU JAWED L Eﬂ%m{mmu
Kakinada K'Shﬂﬂgﬂ"} PR
® TARIQ " = P
° EL%HGU RUDRA ANWAR ._ ® SAPTAGIRI SANKAR
Rajahmundry Katihar = Etﬁiﬁ
put
* JDSERAM R T
patla Bhagaiosr S \GP P
® PG RAMPULLAIAH |
YADAV CEIECTN e MUNISH TAMANG
b @ SANJAY BHOI Darjeeling
e E?E[S}IEI#HMIM Bargarh
: @ JANARDAN
DEHURY
Sundargarh
@ MANOJ
MISHRA
Bolangir
® DRAUPADI MAJHI
kalahandi

@ BHUJABAL MAJHI =~

The Congress’s Central Election
Committee (CEC) also cleared the
candidature of former Union min-
ister MM Pallam Raju from Kaki-
nada and Gidugu Rudra Raju from
Rajahmundry. Rudra Raju was the
Andhra unit chief before Sharmila
and is considered a loyalist of late
Rajasekhara Reddy. Former Union
minister, JD Seelam, has been
fielded from the reserved seats of
Bapatla in the state while PG Ram-
pullaiah Yadav is the party candi-
date from Kurnool.

In Bihar, the Congress repeated
former Union minister Tariq

Nabarangpur

Anwar from Katihar. Anwar was
fielded from the same seatin 2019
as well. The party also fielded sit-
ting MP Md. Jawaid from Kishan-
ganj, Bihar, and gave the Bhagal-
pur Lok Sabha seat to Ajeet
Sharma, a sitting MLA . In Odisha,
the Congress has fielded Draupadi
Majhi from Kalahandi, a region
that was once among the most
poverty-stricken areas in the state.
“The choice is interesting as the
party decided to field a new face
instead of Bhakta Charan Das, a
three-time MP from Kalahandi,”
said a senior leader.

YOGI HITS OUT AT
CONGRESS, SP OVER
DYNASTIC POLITICS

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

PILIBHIT/BUDAUN/BAREILLY:
Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday hit
out at Opposition parties for
allegedly indulging in dynastic
politics.

“This election is all about
family first versus nation first
and mafia rule versus law and
order. Whether it is the Samaj-
wadi Party or the Congress,
their party presidents can only
be someone from a particular
family,” he said.

“However, in the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), someone
from an ordinary, poor family,
like Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, can become the prime
minister and dedicate his entire
life to the country and treat its
citizens as his family,” he added.

Adityanath made the
remarks as he addressed a
series of rallies in the three
Lok Sabha constituencies of Pil-
ibhit, Bareilly and Badaun.

He also said that the state has
seen a decline in criminal activi-
ties and has now become a “safe
space for daughters and busi-
nessmen . Hitting back, a senior
SP leader, who did not wish to
be named, said: “All political
parties, including the BJP, has
family members in politics. It's
not a corruption or scam like
the BJP’s electoral bonds scam
is. The BJP excels in diversion
politics.”

{ INTERVIEW } SUKHBIR SINGH BADAL, SHIROMANI AKALI DAL CHIEF

‘BJP does not have

any base in Punjab’

MOHALI: Shiromani Akali Dal
president Sukhbir Singh Badal
talks to Gurpreet Singh Nibber
and Ravinder Vasudeva about
the breakdown of the party’s alli-
ance talks with the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party, and his plans for the Lok
Sabha elections, in an interview.
Edited excerpts:

What led to the breakdown
of your talks with the BJP?

First of all, we wanted them to
stop meddling in Sikh religious
affairs. The Shiromani Gurd-
wara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), an elected body of the
Sikhs, has been divided, some-
thing even the British could not
do but the Centre did by amend-
ing an Act in Parliament. In
Maharashtra, there is an Act to
govern the management of
Takht Nanded Sahib. There used
to be four Sikh MPs nominated
to run the gurdwara administra-
tion along with nominees from
the SGPC, Singh Sabha, Chief
Khalsa Diwan and local Sikhs,
which has now been changed to
12 members nominated by the
state government.

You can't interfere in any-
body’s religious affairs. The
nation belongs to every citizen,
irrespective of religion. Today,
minorities are feeling insecure.

The second issue was the
release of Sikh detenues who
have completed their sentence.
These convicts are not seeking
pardon. They want the govern-
ment to act according to the law
without discrimination. Even
(former prime minister) Rajiv
Gandhi’s killers were released.
People from Punjab are over-
staying in jails despite having
completed their terms. We also

demanded that Amritpal Singh,
lodged under the NSA (National
Security Act) in Assam, be trans-
ferred to Punjab.

You also put forth precon-
ditions on farmers’ issues?
We want that the promises
made to the farmers be fulfilled.
Criminal cases against farmers
during the 2020-21 agitation
should be withdrawn. This agree-
ment was not between the Akali
Dal and the Centre, but between
the government and farmers.
Farmers who were killed and
injured in Lakhimpur Kheri
should be compensated ade-
quately. A committee on MSP
should have been constituted. The
moment the stir was called off, all
commitments were forgotten.

Why did the BJP not agree to
preconditions for a tie-up?

[ can’t answer that. It is for
them to answer. National parties
pitch one community against the
other as they look at vote bank
politics. In the past five years in
Parliament, you will find only
Harsimrat Kaur (of the SAD)
raised her voice for farmers
despite the fact that the AAP and
the Congress have more mem-
bers from Punjab.

But you have been all
praise for the PM on his

{ ESHWARAPPA ON CONTESTING LS SEAT }

‘Shah wants me to back
out; won't change mind’

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

SHIVAMOGGA: Senior BJP leader
KS Eshwarappa on Tuesday said
Union home minister Amit Shah
called on him and asked him to
withdraw his candidature from
the Shivamogga Lok Sabha con-
stituency but hestood firm on his
decision to contest.

Miffed over his son K E Kant-
hesh being denied the ticket to
contest from neighbouring Haveri,
the former deputy chief minister
had announced he would enter
the fray in Shivamogga, where the
BJP has again fielded party veteran
B S Yediyurappa'ssonand MPBY
Raghavendra.

Eshwarappa, who had also
served as the party’s state unit
chief, had alleged that Yediyur-
appa, a member of the party’s Par-
liamentary Board and central elec-
tion committee, promised a ticket
to his son but betrayed him.

He said Shah, who was on a
visit to campaign for the Lok
Sabha elections in Karnataka,
called him up and asked him to
withdraw his candidature but he
did not agree.

“This morning, Shah called me.

Union minister Amlt Shah and
BJP leader KS Eshwarappa in
Delhi on January 11.

He told me that you are such a sen-
ior leader and contesting the elec-
tion, which is surprising. He asked
me why I am contesting,” he told
reporters here.

“Shah asked me not to contest
the election and withdraw the
nomination papers. He said all the
demands will be addressed in the
coming days. Three months back,
[ had gone to Delhi and [ explained
to him (the prevailing situation in
the party) but there were no
changes in the situation,” the
75-year-old rebel BJP leader said.

According to him, Shah asked
him to meet him in Delhi on April
3. Eshwarappa said heagreed but
requested him not to press him to
withdraw hisdecision. “Ttold him
(Shah) that I am contesting
because I am deeply hurt...”

polidiary

HOW LEFT IS USING CONG EXITS IN KERALA
There have been more than 40 exits from the Congress party this
election season, so far. Since 2014, 266 MLAs have left the
Congress. Even INDIA partners have taken advantage of the exits
from the party with the ruling Left in Kerala highlighting how AK
Antony's son Anil and K Karunakaran's daughter Padmaja
Venugopal, have also resigned from the party — a move that was
previously unimaginable. Their message: "If you want to vote
against the Bharatiya Janata Party, why waste your vote on
someone who may end up with the saffron party?” The Left
believes that there is a trust deficit with the grand old party that

can prove beneficial to them.

BJP WORKING FOR

ANDHRAFOOTHOLD
The Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) will roll out an aggressive
campaign in Andhra Pradesh to
position itself as a serious
contender in the state to
alleviate concerns of tensions
between the party and the
ruling YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP), which it countsas a
“friendly party”. The BJPis
hopeful of winning a couple of
Lok Sabha seats owing to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's popularity and
increasing its vote share and
tally in the assembly elections,
riding on the support of its
allies, the Telugu Desam Party
and the Jana Sena. A two-day
coordination meeting will be
held in the state on April 4 and
5aswell.

BADAUN LAWMAKER
REDUCED TO TEARS?
The Bharatiya Janata Party's
Badaun MP, Sanghmitra
Maurya, who has not been
offered a ticket for the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections,
was caught on camera
bursting into tears on the dais
while participating at Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Yogi
Aditynath'’s 'Prabudh
Sammelan, before the CM
arrived at the event. Maurya
later told news agency PTI
that the state’s secondary
education minister Gulabo
Devi, who was sitting beside
her, had narrated a touching
story from the Ramayana
which brought herto tears.
Union minister of state BL
Verma, who consoled Maurya,
claimed she was not crying.

Azad to contest from
Anantnag-Rajouri seat

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Veteran leader and
former Jammu & Kashmir
(J&K) chief minister Ghulam
Nabi Azad will contest the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections
from the newly redrawn Anant-
nag-Rajouri constituency, the
Democratic Progressive Azad
Party (DPAP) announced on
Tuesday.

The constituency, which
spreads across the Pir Panjal
range to include Rajouri and
Poonch areas in Jammu region
along with Anantnag in South
Kashmir after the delimitation,
will go to polls on May 7 in the
third phase of the Lok Sabha
elections. “Delighted to share
that Chairman DPAP, Ghulam
Nabi Azad, will be contesting
from the Anantnag-Rajouri LS
seat,” the party posted on its
official X handle. “This decision
was finalised during our core
committee meeting in Srinagar
today (Tuesday).”

Azad (75), who formed the
DPAP in September 2022 after
ending his five-decade-long
association with the Congress,
will square off against Mian
Altaf Ahmad of the National

Ghulam Nabi Azad

Conference (NC), who holds
considerable influence in the
Gujjar and Pahari population on
either side of the Pir Panjal
Range in Jammu & Kashmir.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), led by former
chief minister Mehbooba Muft,
are yet to declare their candi-
dates from the Anantnag-Ra-
jouri seat.

This will be Azad’s first Lok
Sabha battle after he lost from
Udhampur constituency in 2014
to BJP’s Jitendra Singh.

Azad was a member of the
Rajya Sabha from 1990 till 2006
and again from 2009 until Feb-
ruary 2021. He became the chief
minister of erstwhile J&K state
during the 2006-08. He was
elected to the Lok Sabha twice
— in 1980 and 1984 — from
Washim constituency in Maha-
rashtra.

BJP fields 112 candidates for Odisha polls

Debabrata Mohanty

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR: The BJP and the
Congress on Tuesday announced
112 and 47 candidates, respec-
tively, for the forthcoming Odi-
sha assembly elections with the
former giving tickets to new
faces in more than half the seats.

There are 147 assembly seats
in the eastern state.

Besides, the Congress also
announced candidates for eight of
the 21 Lok Sabha seats, pitting a

filmstar in the western Odisha
constituency of Bolangir. Polling in
for the Lok Sabha and assembly
seats will be held simultaneously.

In its list for the state elec-
tions, the BJP has fielded several
former BJD leaders who joined
the opposition party - two-time
BJD MP Siddhant Mohapatra
from Digapahandi, Priyadarshi
Mishra from Bhubaneswar-
North, Akash Dasnayak from
Korei and Tejeswar Parida, who
was BJD MP from Kandhamal,
from Nayagarh.

The Congress, which has seen
many desertions over past the
one month, announced candi-
dates for eight Lok Sabha and 47
assembly seats, that included its
only sitting MP from Koraput,
Saptagiri Ulaka. Senior Congress
leader Bhakta Charan Das was
fielded from Narla while his son
Sagar Das from Bhawanipatna.
Similarly, Bhujabal Majhi was
fielded from Nabarangpur Lok
Sabha seat while his daughter,
Lipika Majhi, from Dabugam
assembly constituency.

EC transfers 2 IGs, 8 DMs, 12 SPs

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission on Tuesday on Tuesday
issued transfer orders for two
inspector generals of police, eight
district magistrates and 12 super-
intendents of police across five
states, and said they will not be
assigned any election duty till the
completion of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

All the transferred officials
were asked to hand over their
charge to their immediate junior
officers. The five state govern-
ments of Assam, Bihar, Jhark-

hand, Odisha and Andhra Pra-
desh have been directed to send
a panel of names of Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) and
Indian Police Service (IPS) offi-
cers to the commission, the poll
body said.

Andhra Pradesh reported the
maximum number of transfers -
district magistrates of Krishna (P
Raja Babu), Ananthpuramu (M
Gowthami) and Tirupati
(Lakshmi Shah); superintend-
ents of police of Prakasham (P
Parmeshawar Reddy), Palnadu
(Y Ravi Sankara Reddy), Chittoor
(P Joshua), Ananthpuramu
(KKN Anburajan) and Nellore (K

Tirumaleshwar Reddy); and
inspector general of police of
Guntur range (G Pala Raju).

In Odisha, two district magis-
trates — Cuttack (Vineet Bhard-
waj) and Jagatsinghpur (Parul
Patawari); four superintendents
of police = Angul (Sudhanshu
Sekhar Mishra), Berhampur (Dr
Saravana Vivek M.), Khurda
(Jugal Kishor Kumar Banoth)
and Rourkela; Cuttack deputy
commissioner of police (Dr Kan-
war Vishal Singh) and inspector
general, central (Ashish Kumar
Singh) were transferred.

In Bihar, both the district
magistrates and superintendents

pro-Sikh gestures.

Opening the Kartarpur corri-
dor and striking off names of
Sikhs from the blacklist were
good, but the mini parliament of
Sikhs (SGPC) has been broken. If
you want to play arole in manag-
ing gurdwaras, field your candi-
dates. Let Sikhs decide who mana-
ges their shrines. The BJP should
make the Sikh community feel
that we are with you. The Sikhs
are easy to placate.

The BJP has been trying to
expand its base in Punjab
by inducting Sikh faces.

It will not work. They don't
have any base in Punjab. Let the
results come and you'll see the
BJP's performance.

Historically, the Akali Dal
has been a champion of fed-
eralism. But BJP stands fora
strong Centre. What does it
mean for regional parties?
When Narendra Modi was Guj-
arat chief minister, he was the big-
gest votary for federalism and
more power to states. As chief
minister, he knew that if states
don't have a say, they can’t func-
tion. But the GST (goods and servi-
ces tax) regime has changed every-
thing. It has become the biggest
weapon of the Centre to take state
finances in its hands. Why should
the state GST go to the Centre first
and come back after three

months?

Scan the code to
download the
HT app for more election stories

O

Modi to address
digital NaMo rally
of UP cadre today

LUCKNOW: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday will
address a digital NaMo
rally through the NaMo
app at all 22,648 booths
of 10 Lok Sabha seats
going to the polls in the
third phase in Uttar
Pradesh. In a press
release issued on
Tuesday, Bharatiya
Janata Party state
general secretary Sanjay
Rai said Modi will
connect through the
NaMo app with the
workers of 22,648
booths of Sambhal,
Badaun, Bareilly, Aonla,
Etah, Hathras, Agra,
Fatehpur Sikri,
Firozabad and Mainpuri
Lok Sabha seatson
Wednesday at Ipm.

DMK moves HC
over EVMs ahead
of Lok Sabha polls

CHENNAI: Ahead of the
Lok Sabha polls, ruling
DMK in Tamil Nadu has
filed a writ petition in
the Madras high court
regarding the electronic
voting machines. In its
petition, the DMK has
alleged that in the
electronic voting
machine, a “printer
between the Balloting
Unit and the Control
Unit, tampers with the
integrity of the data that
is fed to the Control
Unit”. The MK Stalin-led
party said thatsucha
connection was in direct
contravention of the
rules laid down in the
Representation of
People 1951 Act, adding
that neither the 1961
Rules allow the printer
to be in direct
connection with the
control unit.

In 5 states

of police of Bhojpur (Raj Kumar
and Pramod Kumar Yadav,
respectively) and Nawada
(Ashutosh Kumar Verma and
Ambrish Rahul, respectively)
were transferred.

District magistrate of Udalguri
in Assam, Sadnek Singh, and
superintendent of police of Deo-
ghar in Jharkhand, Ajit Peter
Dungdung, were transferred.

The Jharkhand government
was directed to fill vacant posts of
superintendent of police (rural)
Ranchi, director inspector general
of Palamu and inspector general of
Dumka, and to send a panel of offi-
cials.
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SCrejects Ramdev’s apology
over ads, terms it ‘lip service’

Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : The Supreme Court
on Tuesday told Baba Ramdevto
be prepared for the consequen-
ces for promoting Patanjali
products as health cures, dis-
missing his oral apology as mere
“lip service” and holding him
complicit for flouting court
orders that required the com-
pany not to issue any misleading
advertisements.

With the matter next listed on
April 10, the bench of justices
Hima Kohli and Ahsanuddin
Amanullah also questioned the
Centre and the state licensing
authority of Uttarakhand for
closing their eyes to the viola-
tions committed by Patanjali
Ayurved Limited, and accused
both governments of being
“complicit” and giving a “long
rope” to the company by not reg-
istering criminal cases for
wrongly advertising Coronil asa
cure for Covid, and for subse-
quent advertisements issued in
violation of the Drugs and Magic
Remedies (Objectionable Adver-
tisements) Act, 1954.

The court hinted that there
was more trouble in store for
Ramdev, finding him guilty of
perjury as his application for
exemption from personal
appearance, filed on March 30,
contained a wrong fact. It said
that a copy of ticket for his for-
¢ign travel was annexed with the
application but the court found
that the ticket could not be
annexed as it was issued on
March 31

The bench also dismissed the
apology offered by Patanjali's
managing director Acharya Bal-
akrishnan, a co-contemnor with
Ramdev, and directed both to
remain present on the next date
of hearing. Ramdev, who was
present in court with Bala-
krishna, was not allowed to
speak. The two were summoned
on March 19 on a petition by
Indian Medical Association
(IMA) showing flagrant violation
of orders passed by the court in
November last year recording
Patanjali’s undertaking to abide
by law. By subsequent orders of
February 27 and March 19, the

' SUPREME COURT |
\.l

If you wanted to apologise,
you should have stated so

and not insist that you
appear in person first.
His offering lmcondltmnal

’,||||

apology is mere

lip service.

court decided to call them in per-
son after IMA produced a video
clip of a press conference held by
Ramdev and Patanjali advertise-
ments in the national media
flouting the undertaking.

“Take this contempt seriously.
You had ample time to file your
response,” the bench said after
senior advocate Balbir Singh,
appearing for Ramdev, said that
the response was ready but was
not filed as the yoga guru wanted
to come in person and offer
unconditional apology.

The affidavit filed by Ramdev
later in the day offered uncondi-
tional apology expressing
“regret” over the advertisements
and said that heis not "privy" to
the day-to-day operations of
Patanjali Ayurved. "The pro-
posed contemnor is not holding
any key managerial position in
R-5 company (Patanjali). More-
over, he is not even a share-
holder in the said corporate con-
cern. As such, the contemnor is
not privy to, or associated with
the day-to-day operations of any
of the respective departments of
R-5 concern,” it said.But the
bench told Ramdev that “conse-
quences will now flow”,

“For you to go like a shot and
hold a press conference in the
teeth of the undertaking shows
you are complicit, and you
flouted our orders... You are
bound by law like any other
common man.” Refusing to
accept the oral apology on his
behalf, the court held, “We are
not convinced it is a genuine
apology. If you wanted to apolo-

gize, you should have stated so
and not insist that you appear in
person first. His offering uncon-
ditional apology is mere lip ser-
vice.” It also pulled up Ramdev
for comments against doctors
and modern medicine. “The dis-
paraging comments by the con-
temnors are most unfortunate.
They are mocking at people
(doctors) to whom people look
up to...We are taking this seri-
ously as people of your stature
command respect in society. You
have done a good job for Yoga.
There is onerous responsibility
expected from you than from the
common public.”

Senior advocate Singh told the
court that Ramdev was “offering
unconditional apology with
folded hands and is ready to
abide by whatever the court
says”.But the bench said: “The
advertisements issued are pro-
moting you as endorser of Patan-
jali products. You rush to the
press a day after an undertaking
is given to this court. Now to say
you are sorry, we are taking it
with a sack full of salt.... The pur-
pose of contempt is to make per-
sons realise that majesty of court
is above everything. But there
are exceptions and you fall
within that. We will not allow
you to read a scrap of paper. We
don’t have any material to look
into the intention of your heart.
You may use any flowery lan-
guage saying apology is uncondi-
tional but we can't give you ben-
efit of doubt.” For Balakrishna,
senior advocate Vipin Sanghi
submitted an unconditional

apology saying that there was
lapse in issuing the advertise-
ment. Rejecting the apology, the
bench said, "Your action
amounts to gross violation of an
undertaking given to the highest
court of this land. It cannot be
taken lightly. Your apology is not
persuading us to acceptit.”

The bench told Sanghi that
the issue concerns global dimen-
sions as well since Patanjali is an
exporter whose products are
consumed outside the country.
“If science has made progress,
what have you done to bring it to
the notice of the ministry. If you
have not approached the Centre
to amend the 1954 law, how do
you make a public statement
that its archaic. This is adding
insult to injury. All advertise-
ments are issued in teeth of the
Act which you have violated
with impunity.” It's reference
was to Balakrishna's apology
statement., which went on to
criticise the 1954 law.

Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta, appearing for Centre,
told the court that as an officer of
court, having heard the submis-
sions, it would be essential that
the court first see what the con-
temnors have to say.

The bench pointed out that
besides the contempt, Ramdev
was also guilty of perjury for
stating a wrong fact in an appli-
cation before the court. Refer-
ring to a document filed by Ram-
dev’s lawyer on March 30 seek-
ing exemption from personal
appearance, justice Amanullah
said, “His affidavit states that a
copy of the ticket has been
annexed and the annexed ticket
has been issued the next day on
March 31. The person who made
this affidavit and the deponent
(Ramdev) will also face perjury.”

The court was referring to an
application moved by Ramdev's
lawyer Gautam Talukdar seek-
ing permission to allow Ramdev
toappear virtually due toa meet-
ing with foreign investors at
Dubai on April 2. Interestingly,
in his affidavit of apology, Ram-
dev, who distanced himself from
daily operations of Patanjali,
stated that he was going to Dubai
to bring investments for the
company. It said, “The invest-

ment is quintessential for the
further development of projects
initiated by R-5 (Patanjali) and
its concerns in the rural sector.”

The court also put Centre on
the mat for not dealing with
complaints against Patanjali.
The bench told Mehta, "You gave
a notice to the company (Patan-
jali) telling them not to advertise
on Coronil as a cure for Covid-19.
Later, a committee (interdisci-
plinary technical review com-
mittee for Covid-19) said that
Coronil tablet may be considered
as a supporting measure for
Covid. What did you do to con-
vey this to the public?”

It added: “For 2020-21, the
production of Coronil continued.
Nothing could have moved with-
out the ministry being in the
loop. You chose to keep your
eyes shut,” The Centre’s affidavit
claimed that in 2022, it for-
warded complaints of mislead-
ing advertisements against
Patanjali to the state licensing
department of Uttarakhand for
considering withdrawal of
advertisement claiming cure of
diabetes. Pointing to these facts,
the bench said, “You have given
them a long rope. We must dis-
pel this impression that you
(Centre) and state are complicit
in this matter.”

The court referred to an
action-taken report prepared by
the Uttarakhand state licensing
authority, submitted to ministry
of Ayush on March 12 this year,
which let off Patanjali with a
warning. “You (Centre) had to
act against the state department
and register an FIR within a
week. Once an offence is com-
mitted under the 1954 Act, there
is no compounding. The Act
does not provide for the punish-
ment of issuing warning,” the
bench said. Mehta said that he
would file a comprehensive
response stating the facts.

The court said the copy of the
notices and communications
issued by Uttarakhand licensing
authority and Divya Pharmacy
(which manufactures Patanjali
products) were not annexed
with the affidavit. It issued notice
to the concerned department in
Uttarakhand and sought a
response by the next date.

{ ON USING “'INDIA’' ACRONYM }

HC gives govt, Oppn ‘final chance’ to submit responses

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
on Tuesday granted the “last and
final” opportunity to the Centre
and 26 Opposition parties to file
their reply in a week in a petition
seeking to prohibit the use of
acronym INDIA (Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alli-
ance) by the Opposition bloc.

The court, however, refused
to prepone the hearing and listed
it for final hearing on April 10,
the date already fixed.

“Since the matter is already

fixed on April 10, the application
for early hearing is dismissed.
“The contesting respondents
are granted final opportunity to
file a counter affidavit within a
week. It is clarified that the court
will make an endeavour to hear
and dispose of the petition on the
next date of hearing,” a bench
led by acting chief justice Man-
mohan said, dismissing an appli-
cation by businessman Girish
Bharadwaj for early hearing.
The bench also comprising
justice Manmeet Pritam Singh
Arora granted final opportunity
after taking note of Bharadwaj's

THE HC REFUSED
TO ADVANCE THE
HEARING AND
LISTED I'T FOR
FINAL HEARING
ON APRIL 10

submission that the response
was not filed despite the Centre
and Opposition parties being
granted eight opportunities.

A group of 26 Opposition par-
ties are part of the INDIA bloc,
formed to take on the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in

the Lok Sabha elections.

With the polls scheduled for
April-June, Bharadwaj in his
application said the petition,
pending since August 2023, was
still at the stage of completion of
pleadings. “That due to the mala-
fide conduct of the respondents,
the petitioner/applicant is being
made to wait indefinitely...
which indeed is causing grave
and irreparable loss to the peti-
tioner as the respondent political
parties are using the name of the
nation to gain political image,”
the application read.

In his plea before the HC,

Bharadwaj said though he had
sent a representation to the Elec-
tion Commission (ECI) on July 19
last year urging it to take neces-
sary action against the use of
acronym INDIA, the poll body
“miserably failed” to take action.

“The plea is totally non main-
tainable,” senior advocate
Abhishek Singhvi, appearing for
the INDIA bloc submitted.

ECI in its reply last year had
told the HC it cannot regulate
political alliances as they are not
recognised as regulated entities
under the Representation of the
People Act or the Constitution,

Ex-PM Manmohan Singh

Saubhadra Chatterji

letters@hindustantimes.com

retires from RS after 33 VTS

NEW DELHI: Former prime minis-
ter Manmohan Singh, the archi-
tect of India’s economic liberalisa-
tion and the force behind the
2008 Indo-US nuclear agreement,
will finish a remarkable political
innings in the Rajya Sabha span-
ning 33 years on Wednesday.

Singh headed a government
that transformed the social wel-
fare framework with a bouquet of
rights-based legislation and ush-
ered in a slew of reforms includ-
ing Direct Benefit Transfer and
launched Aadhaar.

Singh, 91, was the third PM
from the Rajya Sabhaafter Indira
Gandhi (in her first term) and
Inder Kumar Gujral.

On a personal level, India’s
only Sikh PM was known as an
epitome of grace and politeness.
When the United Progressive Alli-
ance (UPA) government was
formed, defence minister Pranab
Mukherjee had to force Singh to
stop addressing him as “sir”—an
old habit since Singh was the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) gov-
ernor when Mukherjee was the
Union finance minister.

Singh entered the Upper
House in October 1991, four
months after he became the
finance minister in June 1991. He
represented Assam for five
terms in the Upper House and
shifted to Rajasthan in 2019.

Proficient in Urdu and English,
Singh remained one of the best
parliamentary speakers in the
recent past. "No power on earth
can stop an idea whose time has
come. I suggest to this august

House that the emergence of

India as a major economic power
in the world happens to be one
such idea,” Singh said as he pre-
sented his first budget in 1991.
He didn't shy away from saying
“I bow my head in shame” in the
Upper House on the 19684 Anti-

Former PM Manmohan Singh being escorted after casting his vote

for the presidential election, at Parliament House, in Delhi.

Sikh massacre.

And when late Sushma Swaraj
resorted to an Urdu shayari to
question the PM, Singh—an
ardent fan of poet Igbal—floored
everyone saying: “Maana ki teri
deed ke kabil nahi hoon main, tu
mera shauq dekh mera intizaar
dekh (Agreed I am not worthy of
your sight, behold my zeal and see
how I wait).”

“We live in times that are
largely shaped by you. The eco-
nomic prosperity and stability
that we enjoy today is built on the
foundations laid by you along
with our former PM, Bharat
Ratna Shri PV Narasimha Rao.
The current set of leaders who
have reaped the benefits of your
work are reluctant to credit you
due to political biases,” said Con-
gress chief Mallikarjun Khargein
a glowing tribute.

Hailing Singh as “a hero of the
middle class,” Kharge said, “The
nation misses the quiet yet strong
dignity that you brought to the
office of the Prime Minister. Par-
liament will now miss your wis-
dom and experience. Your digni-
fied, measured, soft spoken yet
statesman like words are in con-
trast to the loud voices filled with
lies that signify the current poli-
tics.”

Old timers in the Rajya Sabha

HT FILE

shared many memories of Singh,
who was a regular at the Parlia-
ment library to scan magazines
for articles on economics. Once,
he drank lassi at the milk depart-
ment'’s stall outside the Central
Hall and started digging in his
pockets for money. The milk-
man repeatedly requested him to
not pay, but a determined Singh
gathered coins from different
pockets and paid 6.

Singh’s last intervention in Par-
liament was against demonetisa-
tion. He called it "an organised
loot and legalised plunder”.

Former Union minister P Chi-
dambaram, who was the com-
merce minister when Singh was
the finance minister, told HT,
“Dr Manmohan Singh entered
politics 33 years ago like a lamb.
As he leaves the Rajya Sabha
tomorrow, his work and his
accomplishments will resonate
for many years like the roar of a
lion. It was one of the greatest
privileges of my life that I had an
opportunity to work with Dr
Singh for many years.”

Kapil Sibal, who was the edu-
cation and law minister under
Singh, said: “In 10 years as PM,
he never called me to say that
please do this or do that..He
never interfered or foisted his
opinion on me.”

{ ‘CASH-FOR-QUERY' ROW } AFTER FEMA

Now, ED files case under
PMLA against Moitra

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has filed a
money laundering case against
Trinamool Congress leader
Mahua Moitra in connection
with the “cash-for-query” case
that led to her expulsion from
the Lok Sabha in December, peo-
ple familiar with the develop-
ment said on Tuesday.

The fresh case will add to
Moitra’'s legal troubles as she is
already being investigated sepa-
rately by ED under the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA) pertaining to certain
undisclosed foreign transac-
tions. She has skipped two ED
summeonses in the FEMA case.

"A case under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) has been filed (against
Moitra) based on the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)

Mahua Moitra

first information report (FIR)
filed last month,” an official said,
declining to be named.

She is now likely to be sum-
moned under the PMLA.

In its FIR filed on March 21,
CBI booked Moitra along with
businessman Darshan Hiranan-
dani for criminal conspiracy and
under the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act. It is alleged that Moitra
gave direct access of her official
MP ID to Hiranandani to post
questions on the Lok Sabha por-
tal on her behalf. In addition, she
received expensive gifts from the
businessman.

18-YR-OLD HANGS
T0 DEATH DURING
PRANK" ON VIDEO

Shruti Tomar

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: An 18-year-old man
died while trying to prank his
friend by staging a suicide in
Madhya Pradesh's Indore,
police said on Tuesday.

The incident took place in
Kundalipura area on Monday
when the deceased, a Class 11
student, was on a video call with
his friend.

“During the probe, we inter-
rogated his friend with whom
he was on a video call before he
died. The deceased’s friend said
he was standing on a stool and
trying to pull a prank, on April
Fools Day, by tying a noose
around his neck,” additional
deputy commissioner of police
Rajesh Dandotiya said.

“The deceased lost balance
and hanged from the fan. He
tried to save himself, but failed,”
he added.

Police have registered a case
of accidental death, Dandotiya
said.
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SC slams TN district
collectors for not
appearing betore ED

Utkarsh Anand

letter@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A fresh battle is
unfolding between the Tamil Nadu
government and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) with the Supreme
Court having to intervene yet
again. On Tuesday, the top court
reproached some of the district
collectors in Tamil Nadu for failing
to appear before ED to join a probe
in relation to alleged illegal sand
mining in the state, noting that
their “cavalier attitude” will land
them in trouble.

Settingan April 25 date for the
collectors to show up before the
ED investigators, the top court
made it clear that the officers’ fail-
ure to join the probe will cost them
dear, compelling the court to take
strictaction against them.

A bench of justices Bela M Triv-
edi and Pankaj Mithal was irked by
the fact that despite the court’s
unequivocal order in February
that the persons summoned under
the Prevention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA) must appear
before ED to cooperate with an
ongoing investigation, five district
collectors in the southern state
chose not to appear before the
agency. In the previous order, the
bench dismissed the Tamil Nadu
government's attempt to stop the
agency from questioning its dis-
trict collectors in connection with
the alleged illegal sand mining and
suspended a Madras high court
order in this regard.

“Such cavalier attitude in our
view cannot be typically tolerated
when court had already passed
orders restoring the summons.
They were expected to comply.
This shows that the officers don't
have the respect for the court, or
the law, much less the Constitu-
tion of India,” the bench recorded
in its order, turning down the
state’s submissions that the matter
could perhaps wait till the review
petition filed by the state govern-

2 Maoists killed in
encounter in MP's

Balaghat distt
SHAHDOL: Two Maoists,
carrying a reward of 342
lakh each, were killed in an
encounter with security
forces in Madhya Pradesh’s
Balaghat district, said chief
minister Mohan Yadav on
Tuesday. “Our soldiers had
an encounter with Maoists
and managed to kill two of
them. I congratulate the
jawan,” Yadav said

Sandeshkhali accused used shell firms to divert profits: ED

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Arrested Trinamool
Congress (TMC) leader Sheikh
Shahjahan used multiple shell
companies to divert profits from
fisheries that he and his men were
running at Sandeshkhali in West
Bengal's North 24 Parganas dis-
trict by grabbing farmland owned
by local farmers, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) alleged before a
Kolkata court on Monday.

ED and the Central Bureau of

Investigation (CBI) had earlier said
that they found extensive use of
shell company accounts in the
bribe-for-job scam in the state
school department, the public dis-
tribution system (PDS) case and
the cattle and coal smuggling
cases. Several TMC ministers and
leaders are suspects in these cases.

Sandeshkhali, the riverine
island in North 24 Parganas, was
on the boil last month over allega-
tions of sexual atrocities on
women and land grabbing by sus-
pended Trinamool Congress

D

Sheikh Shahjahan

leader Shahjahan Sheikh and his
aides. Shahjahan evaded arrest
since January5when amob, alleg-
edly comprising his supporters,

attacked an ED team that had gone
to search his premises in a money
laundering case pertaining to the
multi-crore ration distribution
scam. He was arrested by the state
police on February 29, on the
order of the Calcutta high court.
Shahjahan, who was in judicial
custody, was transferred to the
ED's custody till April 13 by Kolk-
ata’s Bankshall court on Monday.
While seeking his custody for
questioning, ED's lawyers told the
court that the federal agency has
already traced more than 3l crore

that Shahjahan allegedly diverted
from the fishery business.

“Companies claiming to be
dealing in prawns were used by
Shahjahan todivert the funds. The
ED has already traced Rs 31.2
crore. The total amount involved is
much bigger,” said Arijit Chakra-
borty, a lawyer who represented
the agency in court.

Shahjahan’s lawyer, Zakir Hos-
sain, told the media that he
objected to the allegations ED
raised demanding Shahjahan’s
arrest and remand under Preven-

tion of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). "I urged the courtnotto
grantthe ED’s demand for custody
because ED could not provide any
documentary evidence that
directly implicates my client under
PPMLA. But the court granted the
remand,” Hossain said.

Shahjahan stayed in hiding for
55 days following the January 5
attack on ED officials, who raided
his home in connection with the
alleged PDS scam in which former
food minister Jyotipriya Mullick
was arrested lastyear.

T]lE SC 1135 asked thedistrict
collectors to appear before ED
onApril 25.

ment against the February order is
decided.
The proceedings on Tuesday

Education

echoes previous confrontations
between the MK Stalin-led Drav-
ida Munnetra Kazhagam govern-
ment and the federal agency,
including legal and administrative
skirmishes between the two over
the arrest of ED officer Ankit
Tiwari in a bribery case and Tamil
Nadu minister Senthil Balaji in a
money laundering case.

Representing the state, senior
counsel Kapil Sibal and state’s
additional advocate general Amit
Anand Tiwari on Tuesday con-
tended that making district collec-
tors appear in the midst of the gen-
eral elections may have its own
ramifications of the law-and-order
situation in the state.

But the bench remained unim-
pressed. “We are not happy with
the conduct of your officers. They
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done. They should have respected

the court’s orders, appeared in
person and then responded,” it
told the senior lawyers represent-
ing Tamil Nadu.

On being informed by Sibal that
the Lok Sabha election is set to be
held in the state on April 19, the
bench said that they will have to
appear on adate after the polling is
OVer.

Kerala TTE ‘pushed to
death’ by passenger

on moving train
THRISSUR: A Travelling
Ticket Examiner (TTE) was
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killed after allegedly being
pushed by a passenger from
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a moving train in this central
Kerala district on Tuesday,
police said. The incident
took place when the train
was in Velappaya area under
Thrissur Medical College
police station limit on
Tuesday evening, they said.

SC SLAPS 35 LAKH
FINE ON HIMACHAL
HOUSING BODY

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday imposed a penalty of
35 lakh on the Himachal Pra-
desh Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Authority (HIMUDA)
for acting in cahoots with a pri-
vate company for the award of a
tender for the construction of a
commercial complex in Shimla.

A bench of justices Bela M
Trivedi and Pankaj Mithal noted
that the public body tried to
hoodwink the high court by
agreeing to award the conftract to
the same construction company
despite a previous declaration by
the state high court regarding
gross irregularities in the tender-
Ing process.

“We have no hesitation in
holding that the respondent no.
1 (HIMUDA) in collusion with
the respondent no. 2 (Vasu Con-
structions), had taken the high
court for a ride and misused the
process of law for covering up
theirregularities and illegalities
committed in the tender process
by the officers of the respondent
no. 1, and for anyhow awarding
the contract to the respondent
no. 2 under the guise of the
court’s order,” held the bench.

Setting aside the high court
order of October 2022 that
approved the award of the con-
tract to Vasu Constructions, the
top court underlined that since
HIMUDA, despite being a ‘State’
within the meaning of Article 12
of the Constitution of India,
acted malafide and in collusion
with the private firm took the
high court for a ride, the public
authority must be saddled with a
heavy cost. “In that view of the
matter, the impugned order
passed by the high court is set
aside. The appeal is allowed with
cost of %5 lakh, to be deposited
by HIMUDA with the SC Advo-
cates-on-Record Association,
within two weeks from today,”
said the court. "The authority
may issue a fresh tender
though,” the court added.

In December 2018, HIMUDA
had issued a letter of intent to
Vasu Constructions for building
a commercial complex in Shimla
but the LOI had to be withdrawn
after complaints of irregularities.
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Talks on to resolve border

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Defence minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday said
that ongoing negotiations with
China will continue for the
peaceful resolution of out-
standing issues along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in east-
ern Ladakh even as Indian
troops stand firm along the
country’s northern borders.

“Disengagement and de-es-
calation are the way forward,”
he said, addressing the coun-
try’s top generals at the bian-
nual army commanders’ con-
ference.

Singh recently celebrated
Holi with soldiers deployed in
Leh and called Ladakh, India’s
“capital of valour and bravery,”
his description of the union ter-
ritory drawing attention to the
Indian Army’s role in guarding
the country’s farthest frontiers
where the Indian and Chinese
militaries have been locked in a
dragging standoff for almost
four years.

Indian and Chinese military
commanders concluded the
21st round of talks on February
19, 2024.

They agreed to continue the
military dialogue and maintain
peace, but there was no imme-
diate breakthrough.

Despite four rounds of disen-
gagement from Galwan Valley,
Pangong Tso, Gogra (PP-17A)
and Hot Springs (PP-15), the
Indian and Chinese armies still
have tens of thousands of
troops each and advanced
weaponry deployed in the
Ladakh theatre. Problems at
Depsang and Demchok are still
on the negotiating table.

In March, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi dedicated the
Sela tunnel (built by BRO) in
Arunachal Pradesh to the

Rajnath Singh
country, with the infrastruc-
ture upgrade putting in the fast
lane military mobility and
logistics support for deployed
forces in the strategic Tawang
sector, where Indian soldiers
hold posts close to the con-
tested border with China.

Referring to the situation
along the western borders with
Pakistan, Singh hailed the
Indian Army’s response to
cross-border terrorism, while
stressing that the proxy war by
the adversary continues.

“I compliment the excellent
synergy between the CAPF
(Central Armed Police Forces)/
police and the army in tackling
the menace of terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir.”

During the army command-
ers’ conference, the top brass
deliberated upon all aspects of
the existing security scenario,
situation along the borders and
in the hinterland, and challen-
ges for the present security
apparatus, the army said in a
statement.

“In addition, the conference
also focused on issues pertain-
ing to organisational restruc-
turing, logistics, administra-
tion, human resource manage-
ment, modernisation through
indigenisation, induction of
niche technologies and assess-
ment of impact of the various
existing global situations,” it

added.

Senseless actions won't
change reality: MEA on
China’s Arunachal move

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHLI: India on Tuesday
rubbished China’s move to
rename locations in Arunachal
Pradesh as part of efforts to
assert its claim on the north-
eastern state, saying such
“senseless” actions will not
change the reality of the region
being an integral part of the
country.

China’s ministry of civil
affairs, responsible for naming
of administrative divisions,
recently released the fourth list
of standardised geographical
names for locations and fea-
tures in Arunachal Pradesh,
which Beijing claims as Zang-
nan or part of southern Tibet.
India has consistently rejected
such moves to rename places.

“China has persisted with its
senseless attempts to rename
places in the Indian state of
Arunachal Pradesh. We firmly
reject such attempts, external
affairs ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.

“Assigning invented names
will not alter the reality that
Arunachal Pradesh is, has
been, and will always be an
integral and inalienable part of
India.”

External affairs minister S
Jaishankar had bluntly
rebuffed the Chinese move
when he was asked about it by
reporters on Monday.

“If today I change the name
of your house, will it become
mine? Arunachal Pradesh was,

issues with China: Rajnath

is and will always be a state of
India. Changing names does
not have an effect,” he said.

China has rechristened doz-
ens of locations and geographi-
cal features in with Chinese
and Tibetan names in recent
years.

It has issued lists of such
names in 2017, 2021 and 2023.
China's ministry of civil affairs
said the new names will be
reflected on official maps later
this year, according to reports
in the Chinese state-run media.

The fourth list of names was
issued by China on Saturday,
weeks after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to Arun-
achal Pradesh to inaugurate
the Sela Tunnel, built at an alti-
tude of 13,000 feet, as part of
efforts to boost infrastructure
along the Chinese frontier amid
a military standoff in Ladakh
sector of the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). The tunnel will
facilitate the speedier move-
ment of troops in the strategic
region.

The external affairs ministry
had rejected China’s baseless
claims on Arunachal Pradesh
following Modi’s visit to the
region and said such moves
would not change the position
on the ground.

The fourth list of names
includes 1l residential areas, 12
mountains, four rivers, a lake, a
mountain pass and a piece of
land, and covers more parts of
Arunachal Pradesh than the
three previous lists issued in
the past seven years.

FM ACCUSES DMK
OF SPREADING
LIES" AMID ISLAND
ROW; STALIN HITS
BACK AT CENTRE

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

VELLORE: Union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Tuesday
accused the ruling DMK in Tamil
Nadu of spreading a false cam-
paign on the Katchatheevu islet
ceded to Sri Lanka by India in 1974,
and for making “irresponsible”
statements on the issue.

Late M Karunanidhi, who was
DMK president and Tamil Nadu
chief minister at the time, was
aware of the then ruling Con-
gress’s move but did not object,
she said. The Congress, which
failed to come to power in Tamil
Naduafter 1967, owes an explana-
tion to the nation for the loss of the
territory which former prime min-
ister Indira Gandhi described as a
“tiny mass of rock”, she said.

“Let them set right the lies they
have been saying for half a cen-
tury,” Sitharaman told reporters in
Chennai.

Her remarks came as chief min-
ister and DMK president MK Sta-
lin said the BJP has done a "somer-
sault” on the Katchatheevu issue
since the Lok Sabha polls are
round the corner, “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi does not have the
guts to neither condemn Sri Lanka
over fishermen arrests nor oppose
China on its claims over Aruna-
chal Pradesh. When that is the
case, how can he talk about Kat-
chatheevu?” he asked.

Speaking at an election rally,
Stalin hit out at Modi for staging a
“drama” and coming up with “sto-
ries” on the Katchatheevu issue
and dubbed the disclosures by the
Centre on the matter under RTI as
“wrong information.” “Since the
elections are around the corner,
they have changed the informa-
tion as per their wish. Why this
somersault? Has PM Modi, during
his 10-year tenure, who is now
talking on Katchatheevu, has ever
condemmned Sri Lanka over arrest
of fishermen and firing instances
against them? Stalin said.

{ EAM ON BORDER DISPUTES }

Nehru said India second,
China first: Jaishankar

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: External affairs
minister S Jaishankar on Tues-
day targeted Jawaharlal Nehru
and claimed that past mistakes
were responsible for the prob-
lems such as Pakistan-Occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) and occu-
pation of some parts of the
Indian territory by China.

Referring to India’s stand
when it was offered a perma-
nent seat in the UN Security
Council, he claimed there was a
time when Nehru, the country’s
first prime minister, said “India
second, China first”.

“When the debate of a per-
manent seat of the UN (Security
Council) came, Nehru's posi-
tion was we deserve the seat
but first China should getit. We
at present are following India
first policy, but then Nehru said
India second, China first,” he
said while addressing the Guj-
arat Chamber of Commerce
and Industry event.

Replying to a question on
whether India should reconcile
itself to the status of PoK and
Indian territories occupied by

S Jaishankar

China, or work to get them
back, Jaishankar said: “In 1950,
(then home minister) Sardar
Patel had warned Nehru about
China. Patel had told Nehru
that today for the first time we
are facing a situation on two
fronts (Pakistan and China)
which India had never faced
earlier. Patel also told Nehru
that he does not believe what
the Chinese are saying as their
intentions seem different and
we should take precautions.”
“Nehru replied to Patel that
you are unnecessarily suspi-
cious of the Chinese. Nehru
also said it is impossible for
anybody to attack us from the
Himalayas. Nehru was totally
dismissive (about Chinese
threat),” Jaishankar said, add-
ing that everyone knows what
happened subsequently.

9-judge bench hears if states
can regulate industrial alcohol

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A nine-judge con-
stitution bench, led by Chief
Justice of India Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud, on Tuesday
began hearing a batch of
appeals on whether states have
the legislative power to regulate
sale and manufacture of indus-
trial alcohol after a seven-judge
constitution bench held against
them in 1990.

The bench, also comprising
justices Hrishikesh Roy, AS Oka,
BV Nagarathna, JB Pardiwala,
Manoj Misra, Ujjal Bhuyan, Sat-
ish Chandra Sharma and
Augustine George Masih, heard
arguments of Uttar Pradesh,
which is the lead petitionerina
batch of 30 appeals being heard
by the nine-judge bench.

Senior advocate Dinesh
Dwivedi, appearing for the Uttar
Pradesh government along with
advocate Samar Vijay Singh,
began arguments by highlight-
ing the errors in the 1990 deci-
sion of Synthetics & Chemicals
Ltd vs State of UP that took
away the state’s power in rela-
tion to industrial alcohol even
under Entry 33 of the Concur-

Ist batch of workers
going to Israel under
(2G pact, says envoy

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: With Israeli authori-
ties on Tuesday unveiling a move
to send the first batch of Indian
construction workers to Israel
under a government-to-govern-
ment agreement, there was no
clarity on whether the Indian
side had signed off on the move.

Israel announced plans to
recruit tens of thousands of
workers from India and other
countries, mainly to replace Pal-
estinian labour whose work per-
mits were revoked after the start
of the conflict with Hamas last
October.

During a phone conversation
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi last December, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu called for “advancing the
arrival” of workers from India.

Israeli ambassador Naor Gilon
said in a post on X (formerly Twit-
ter) that an event was organised
on Tuesday for the first batch of
Indian workers going to Israel
according to the agreement.

He also posted photographs of
himself with the workers and the
CEO of the National Skill Develop-

ment Corporation (NSDC), Ved
Mani Tiwari.

“Today we had a farewell
event from the first batch of 60+
Indian construction workers
going to Israel under the G2G
agreement. This is an outcome of
hard work of many, including
@NSDCINDIA. I'm sure that the
workers become "‘ambassadors’
of the great P2P relations
between [India and Israel],”
Gilon posted. The NSDC is a pub-
lic limited company set up by the
finance ministry under the pub-
lic private partnership (PPP)
model and provides skill devel-
opment and vocational training
to Indian workers. The NSDC has
been part of events held in Hary-
ana and Uttar Pradesh to inter-
view and screen workers wishing
to work in Israel.

There was no word on the
development from the Indian
side, including the external
affairs ministry, which monitors
employment abroad.

External affairs ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
had told a media briefing on
March 8 that the G2G agreement
for sending Indian workers to
Israel is “still in the works”,

7 KILLED, TINJURED
AFTER TRUCK RAMS
INTO AUTO IN U.P.

HT Correspondent

letters@ hindustantimes.com

KANPUR: Seven people were
killed after a speeding truck col-
lided with an auto-rickshaw on
the Jhansi-Mirzapur national
highway near Amanpur in Chit-
rakoot district of Uttar Pradesh
on Tuesday morning, police said.

According to the police, the
accused truck driver escaped
from the spot after the accident,
in which one person was criti-
cally injured.

The police are trying to “trace
the driver and the vehicle with
the help of CCTV footage,” police
said in a statement.

Chitrakoot additional super-
intendent of police (ASP) Chak-
rapani Tripathi said: “The auto-
rickshaw was carrying the peo-
ple to Chitrakoot when the
speeding dumper hit it. While
three people died on the spot,
four others succumbed treat-
ment at the hospital.”

A probe into the matter has
been launched, the ASP said.

POLICE SAID A
SEARCH HAS BEEN
LAUNCHED TO
TRACE THE DRIVER
AND THE TRUCK

THE DISTILLERIES
HAVE ARGUED
THAT REGULATION
OF INDUSTRIAL
ALCOHOL FALLS
WITHIN THE
DOMAIN OF

THE CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT

rent List. This entry provides for
trade and commerce in produc-
tion, supply and distribution of
certain industrial products.

The 1990 judgment held that
“denatured spirit” is industrial
alcohol and its regulation will
fall outside the legislative juris-
diction of the states to regulate
sale of “intoxicating liquor”
under Entry 8 of List II of the
Seventh Schedule to the Consti-
tution, he said.

The issue to be considered by
the bench falls broadly within
the scope whether states have
legislative jurisdiction to deal
with and regulate industrial
alcohol, Dwivedi said.

“Excise, liquor and spirit
have always been part of state
jurisdiction, including indus-

trial alcohol, and the Centre did
not have any jurisdiction in this
regard,” the lawyer said.

To this extent, he said that
the 1990 judgment was wrongly
decided. His arguments will
continue on Wednesday.

The matter was referred to
the nine-judge bench in Decem-
ber 2010 after a five-judge bench
doubted the correctness of the
1990 judgment.

In the appeal argued by
Dwivedi, the state had chal-
lenged a decision of the Allaha-
bad high court of 2004, which
directed it to refund all fees col-
lected under “industrial alco-
hol” from distillery units along
with a 10% annual interest paya-
ble to the business units.

Opposing the state’s power to
impose fees, the distilleries are
also before the top court. They
have argued that the subject
matter of regulating industrial
alcohol falls exclusively within
the domain of the Centre under
Section 18G of the Industries
(Development and Regulation)
Act, 1951,

The Centre is yet to file an
affidavit in these proceedings
and will be led by attorney gen-
eral R Venkataramani.
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Ist heat wave in KKCtaka as

India braces for summer

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The first heat wave
of the summer — the season
starts Aprill across India— was
recorded over parts of north
interior Karnataka on Monday,
presaging what the Indian
weather office has forecast will
be an uncomfortably hot sum-
mer in many parts of the coun-
try.

To be sure, parts of Saurash-
tra and Kutch, both in Gujarat,
recorded a brief heat wave in
March according to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), but that will still pre-
SUMmer.

The maximum temperature
recorded in Bagalkote on Tues-
day was 40.7" C, 3.8" C above
normal; Kalaburgi 41.6° C, 2" C
above normal. “It is anticipated
that heat wave conditions are
being recorded in isolated areas
around these stations and more
stations will record during the
next two days” said an official
from IMD Bengaluru.

“Yesterday, heat wave condi-
tions prevailed in isolated pock-
ets over North Interior Karna-
taka,” IMD said in its bulletin on
Tuesday.

Heat wave is considered by
IMD if maximum temperature
of a station reaches at least 40"
C or more for plains and at least
30" C or more for hilly regions.
Based on departure from nor-
mal, heat wave is declared when
maximum temperature is4.5" C
to 6.4° C above normal.

India is in for a searing sum-
mer between April and June,
IMD has forecast, warning of
“extreme heat” and more than
double the number of heatwave
days than is seen usually at this
time of the year.

The prediction comes as the
country prepares to hold the
world's largest elections with
gatherings of tens of thousands
expected in political rallies that
have begun to build up and are
expected to reach a crescendo
in the peak summer weeks.

That's already evident in pen-
insular India. Maximum tem-
peratures were in the range of

MAXIMUM TEMP
RECORDED IN
BAGALKOTE ON
TUESDAY WAS

40.7° C, 3.8 CABOVE
NORMAL; AND

41.6 C KALABURGI
DISTRICT, 2 C
ABOVE NORMAL

40-42° C at many places over
Vidarbha, Odisha and Rayalas-
eema; at a few places over Mad-
hya Maharashtra, Marathwada,
Telangana, Coastal Andhra Pra-
desh, Yanam; and in isolated
pockets over Gangetic West
Bengal, Jharkhand, Chhattis-
garh, north interior Karnataka
and interior Tamil Nadu. The
temperatures were 3-5° C above
normal at a few places over
Gangetic West Bengal; at iso-
lated places over Sub-Himala-
yan West Bengal, Sikkim and
Odisha, IMD said.

Peninsular India is also dry
with a rainfall deficiency of 80%
between March 1 and April 2.
IMD’s standard precipitation
index (SPI) also shows that most
districts in the peninsular
region and northeast India are
mildly or moderately dry for the
period between February 29
and March 27.

SPI is an index for drought
monitoring and reflects soil
moisture levels.

HT reported on April 2 that
northern part of Karnataka is
reeling under the extreme heat
and lack of water, the 13 dis-
tricts that were declared
drought-hit are given access to
water in once every 10 days or
even longer, officials from con-
cerned departments said.

HT reported on March 31 that
almost all major reservoirs in
Telangana being on the verge of
drying up, the state is witness-
ing acute water shortage for
irrigating the standing crops
during the ongoing Rabi season
and also drinking water crisis in
several parts of the state.

“SPI indicates soil moisture
levels. But to understand if there
is a water shortage other condi-

tions like catchment areas, res-
ervoir levels should be moni-
tored. We are seeing a rise in
temperatures over peninsular
and east India as forecast by
IMD on April 1. We have said
that above normal heat wave
days are likely over south penin-
sula, east India and plains of
northwest India in April,” said
KS Hosalikar, head of climate
research and services, IMD.

On Sunday Kurnool recorded
42.2" C; Cuddapah 41" C; Tirup-
ati 39.8° C; Bhubaneshwar 39.4°
C; Hyderabad 39.6" C; Khaju-
raho 37.2° C; Sagar 38.2° C; Kolk-
ata 38.5" C; Kozhikode 37.5" C
among others.

Experts attributed the higher
likelihood of heatwaves and the
hotter summer in general to the
El Nino phenomenon, which is
marked by a warming of the
equatorial Pacific Ocean, which
in turns leads to a cascading
effect across the world.

But, encouragingly, latest
forecastsindicate that strength
of El Nifio is likely to weaken
from May-June — although it
will still impact the summer.
“"We can expect extreme tem-
peratures this summer mainly
because of the impact of El
Nino. Models are also indicating
the development of La Nifia
conditions during the monsoon
season, which may mean that
we will have a good monsoon,”
said M Mohapatra, director gen-
eral, IMD.

Interestingly, maximum tem-
peratures have been below nor-
mal over most parts of north-
west India. Experts said temper-
atures haven't spiked yet over
the region mainly due to west-
ern disturbances.

A western disturbance is
impacting the Western Himala-
yan region. Another fresh west-
ern disturbance is likely to
affect Western Himalayan
region from April 5.

Under their influence, iso-
lated to scattered light to mod-
erate rainfall/snowfall is likely
over Western Himalayan region
during next 5 days and very
light rainfall over plains of
northwest India during April 3
to 5.

BIJAPUR GUNFIGHT

the district.

“Ten bodies of Maoists have
been recovered. Search opera-
tions are still underway, and
we will know more about their
identities tomorrow. Prima
facie, however, it seems that
they are members of the PLGA
(People’s Liberation Guerilla
Army) company number 2"
said Sunderaj P, Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (Bastar) range.

The 1IG confirmed that one
light machine gun (LMG), one
.303 rifle, one 12 bore gun, a
large number of under barrel
grenade launchers and other
arms and ammunition have
already been recovered from
the spot.

Officials aware of the matter
said that there were intermit-
tent exchanges of fire between
security forces and Maoists
that continued till 5pm.

“The information we had
was of a congregation of Mao-
ists, including influential Mao-
ist commander Papa Rao, in
the forests between Kendra and
Karcholi. The firing began at
6am but then spread to differ-
ent parts because the Maoists
fanned out. After an initial
burst of fire, there was another
exchange around noon. The
last round of firing kept taking
place at intervals between 2
and 5pm. We think there could
be more Maoist casualties. We
have recovered a large cache of

medicines where the bodies
were found and we believe they
were a group of at least 100
cadre present,” the official said.
Chhattisgarh deputy chief
minister Vijay Sharma, who is
in charge of the home depart-
ment, confirmed the encounter
and said that the recovery of a
light machine gun was “worry-
ing”. "For them to have a
weapon like an LMG is a matter
of concern. We need to find out
how they are getting them,
where it is coming from, and
what they want to achieve.”
Senior officials based in
Bastar and part of the security
apparatus have said that the
new aggression by integrated
teams of the forces have been
aided by an infrastructural
push that has seen the creation
of 17 new forward camps since
December 2023. Camps do sev-
eral things — they establish a
security presence in hostile
areas, help bring back a sense
of civilian normalcy, but cru-
cially, cut down the time
needed to operate on intelli-
gence inputs, and catch Mao-
ists more unaware than before.
“For several years, without
these camps, we would come
under fire on the way from
Maoists who would either lay
[EDs or prepare an ambush.
This is how we lost personnel.
But for the past few months,
the focus has been to establish
new camps in forward areas,” a

{ FROM PAGE 1 }

senior officer said.

Officers also believe that the
number of Maoists killed thus
far this year is higher than 47,
which is only the number of
bodies that they have recovered
thus far. “Even in this encoun-
ter, at some point we retreated
to ensure we lost no men.
There could be more Maoist
deaths, but they take away their
bodies,” a Bijapur based police
officer said.

But the aggression on the
ground has also had repercus-
sions — both in terms of Mao-
ists killing people they believe
are informers, or attacking
police personnel that they can
isolate. In February, a small
team of Maoists attacked a
Chhattisgarh Armed Police
Force jawan with sharp weap-
ons in Bijapur town, the district
headquarters that has itself
seen little aggression over the
past decade. The Maoists have
also carried out hits on political
targets— three of the 19 civil-
ians killed were local leaders of
the BJP.

The advances by the security
forces have also brought with
them allegations of fake
encounters, all of which the
police have dismissed as part of
an established Maoist policy of
obfuscation. Family members
of three people killed in Febru-
ary in Kanker have alleged that
they were not Maoists at all,
and the CPI(Maoist) alleged in

a press note that an encounter
in Bijapur the same month
where four Maoists were killed
was “fake”. Another press
release earlier this week did
not deny that the six Maoists
killed in Bijapur on March 27
were cadre, but said there was
no exchange of fire and they
were captured and killed. The
police however have categori-
cally denied all these claims.

Senior BJP leaders said that
these "successes”™ were the
result of a concerted “anti-
naxal operations” in core areas
that the Congress avoided in
their five years in power
between December 2018 and
2023. “This shows that the for-
ces are now moving freely in
once core areas and the Mao-
ists are rattled. I congratulate
the police force for the success
and more strategic operations
will follow,” said Sachidanand
Upasane, senior BJP leader and
spokesperson.

RP Singh, senior Congress
spokesperson claimed that the
BJP is only reaping the benefits
of a foundation laid down by
the Congress during its tenure
in government. "During the
BJP rule before 2018, Maoist
violence was at its peak. In
2022, the government even
congratulated the state govern-
ment for reducing Maoist vio-
lence. Things like this take a
concerted long-term approach
and they are only following the

Congress’s policy,” he said.

Experts believe that the
sheer regularity of these secu-
rity operations that are attack-
ing Maoists in their core bas-
tions will have an adverse
effect on their morale, but cru-
cially, their recruitment and
supply chains. "This continu-
ous movement in these areas
shows that no base is safe for
the Maoists. This onslaught
will shake confidence, affect
their ability to move cadre and
supplies, and ultimately erode
people’'s support. These are
good signs,” said RK Vij, former
special director general, Chhat-
tisgarh police.

CORRECTION

The news report ‘Gang
that stole jewellery,
melted it into coins
busted' in Tuesday's
edition erroneously
mentioned that second
complainant Pankaj
Mishra reported a theft of
jewellery worth %1 crore
from his house. The
amount, in fact, was the
value of total stolen items
recovered by police from
the three suspects. From
Mishra's house, ¥30,000in
cash and silver jewellery
items worth 10,000 were
stolen. The error is deeply
regretted.
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JETFEE International conference organised by

Sheyphali Sharan assumes the role of
Principal Director General, PIB

Sheyphali B Sharan assumed
charge as the Principal Director
General, PIB on Apr 1, upon su-
perannuation of Manish Desai.
Sharan is an officer of the 1990
batch of Indian Information Ser-
vice. In her 30 years long career,
she has held positions looking af-
ter media as a Press Information
Bureau officer for Ministries such
as Finance, and the hike.

Nomination filing for 2™ phase of
General Elections begin
Nominations for the 2™ Phase of
General Elections began on Mar
28. The Gazette notification for
88 PCs across 12 States/UTs go-
ing for polls was issued on Mar
28. The polling in these 88 PCs
and one part PC in Manipur in
Phase 2 will take place on Apr
26. The notification for elections
in the Outer Manipur PC was in-
cluded in the phase 1 notification.

MIFF Doc Film Bazaar submission
deadline extended

The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting announced the ex-
tension of the submission dates of
projects for the first-ever Doc Film
Bazaar organised alongside the 18"
Mumbeai International Film Festival
(MIFF). The deadline, which was
earlier March 31, has been extend-
ed to April 10, for the ease of sub-
mission of projects by filmmakers
working in geographically remote
areas of the country:.

Department of Defence Production
issues nofification

In a major reform towards ‘Ease
of Doing Business’ and to achieve
Aatmnirbharta in Defence, the De-
partment of Defence Production
under the Ministry of Defence has
1ssued notification for the reorgani-

sation of the DGQA which is aimed
at speeding up Quality Assurance
processes and trials and reducing
layers of decision-making. This re-
organisation also factors in changes
in the Quality Assurance methodol-
ogy and revised role of DGQA post-
corporatisation of OFB.

Army commanders review conceptual
issues and security

Army Commanders’ Conference,
1st for the year 2024, was organ-
1sed. The conference was held in
virtual mode on Mar 28. The rest
of the conference was held in-
person in New Delhi on Apr 1 and
2. Rajnath Singh, Raksha Man-
tri addressed and interacted with
senior military leadership during
the conference. The conference
served as a pivotal forum for apex
leadership to brainstorm concep-
tual issues and review and assess
the overall security situation.

With a rapid change in time, spac-
es too has undergone considerable
change. The tradittonal idea of a
classroom space has diversified
into digital classrooms and the act
of learning intertwined with tech-
nology has made our previous un-
derstanding of the education econ-
omy quite redundant. It becomes
imperative, therefore for the stake-
holders to adapt to the new modes
of learning and education. Keep-
ing this in mind, an international
conference on the ‘Perspectives
and Innovations in Open and Dis-

NPTl and PTC India Ltd
sign an Mol

NIOS in collaboration with CEMCA

- o e, |
NPTI and PTC India Ltd entered
into an MoU to establish a CoE
for Research & Development
in the Energy Domain. The out-
comes of the CoE’s Research and
Development endeavours will be
disseminated to the power sector
through Training and Capacity
building.
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attending the 79 Staff Course. He spoke of the India’s Maritime legacy and
its geography in establishing maritime character.
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= NHPC Ltd secured a Foreign Currency Loan of JPY 20.00 Billion from JBIC,
Japan, for the implementation of renewable projects.
Executive Director (Finance), NHPC and Ryuta Suzuki, DG, New Energy and
Power Finance Department Il, JBIC, on Mar 28.

tance Learning’ was organised by
the NIOS in collaboration with the
CEMCA that is being held from

Closing ceremony of IYM
2023 held

FAQO organised the closing cere-
mony of the [YM 2023 on March
29 at the FAO headquarters,
Rome, Italy. The event which al-
lowed participants to join both in-
person and virtually was graced
by esteemed dignitaries including
Additional Secretary, Department
of Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
fare, Maninder Kaur Dwivedi,
Govt of India. Additional Sec-
retary, Maninder Kaur Dwivedi,
Govt of India, underscored In-
dia’s thriving Millet ecosystem
comprising various Start-Ups, In-
dustries, FPOs, in increasing pro-
motion and adoption of millets.
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It was signed by the the
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= Cottage and NCHHD signed an MoU on Mar 27 to facilitate their efforts in
promotion of handloom products. It was signed by MD, Manoj Lal, The
Central Cottage Industries Corporation of India Ltd and VP Thakur, RD, Of-
fice of the Development Commissioner (Handicrafts).

on Mar 28. While

inauguration began with the some
insightful ideas about education.

BEL achieves record
turnover of Rs 19,700 cr

Navratna Defence PSU BEL has
achieved a turnover of around Rs
19,700 Cr (Provisional & Unau-
dited), during the Financial Year
2023-24, against the previous
year’s turnover of Rs 17,333 Cr
registering a growth of 13.635 per
cent.

In the fiscal year 2023-24, BEL
successfully secured orders worth
around Rs 35,000 Cr. Among the
notable defence orders obtained
during the year were Electronic
Fuzes, EW Systems, Commu-
nication Systems for naval war-
ships, Fire Control Systems, and
others.

Gayatri Aramane inaug
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= Secretary Govt of India, Giridhar Aramane visited the ICG facili-

ties from Mar 28 to 29. He inaugurated the infrastructure for HMU at Okha
urated the Coast Guard OTM and
Married Accommodation at Inaz Village Veraval on Mar 29.

C-Vigil app big hit with voters,
over 79,000 violations reported

The ¢-VIGIL app of the Election
Commission of India became an
effective tool in the hands of peo-
ple to flag election code violations.
Since the announcement of Gen-
eral Elections 2024, over 79,000
complaints have been received
as of today. Over 99 per cent of
complaints have been resolved
and close to 89 per cent of these
complaints have been resolved
within 100 minutes. Speed and
transparency are the cornerstones
of the c-VIGIL app. More than
58,500 complaints (73 per cent of
the total) received are against ille-

NBCC achieves highest
sale realisation

NBCC (India) Limited, during the
25" e-auction for WTC Nauroji
Nagar, New Delhi, achieved the
highest sale realisation to date with
the sale of 4.8 lakh sqft of com-
mercial space for Rs 1,905 crore.
Power Finance Corporafion Lim-
ited, Security Printing and Minting
Corporation of India Limited and
Solar Energy Corporation of India
Limited are the few of the major
organisations that bought space
during this e-auction. Out of the to-
tal area sold, around 4.38 lakh sqft
with as sale value of approximately
Rs 1,740 crore were sold to PSU
entities.
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faculty & staff,

gal hoardings and banners. More
than 1,400 complaints received
pertain to money, gifts and liquor
distribution. Close to 3 per cent
of the complaints (2454) pertain
to defacement of property Out of
the 535 complaints received for
display of firearms and intimida-
tion, 529 have already been re-
solved. 1000 complaints reported
were for campaigning beyond the
prohibited period including use of
speakers beyond permitted time.
cVIGIL app marks a significant
leap forward in electoral oversight
and reducing campaign clutter.

Mamaearth celebrates
goodness in individuals

In the spirit of kindness, Mamae-
arth celebrated the good deeds of
individuals at the 3™ edition of
Mamaearth Presents Beautiful In-
dians 2024. The event was hosted
on Mar 19, where individuals from
diverse walks of life were hon-
oured, reiterating the fact that there
1s beauty in every act of kindness.
Hosted by Aparshakti Khurana, the
event celebrated individuals whose
charisma and expertise inspired
and contributed to bringing about
positive change. Taking the cel-
ebrations higher pop singer Akasa
Singh dazzled the audience with
her power packed performance.

» REC Ltd was bestowed with the SKOCH ESG Award 2024 in the ‘Renewable
' category. The award recognises REC’s commitment to-
wards sustainable finance, driving progress towards a greener future, TSC
Bosh, Executive Director, REC Limited, received the award in New Delhi.
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= Department of Dental Surgery, VMMC & Safdarjung Hospital celebrated
the Oral Health Day with great zeal. Dr GM Bhardwaj HOD, along with

organised engaging Nukkad Natak and insightful Dental

Health Talks promoting awareness about good oral health in patients.

ICGS Samudra Paheredar

visits Vietnam

Indian Coast Guard’s PCV Sam-
udra Paheredar with integral heli-
copter made a port call at Ho Chi
Minh, Vietnam on Apr 2, as part
of its ongoing overseas deploy-

National Maritime
celebrations begin

Gearing up for a weeklong cel-
cbration of National Maritime
Day starting April 5, the Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi, was
honoured with the ‘Merchant
Navy Flag,” pinned on his lapel
by TK Ramachandran, Secretary
of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways, in the presence
of Shyam Jagannathan, Director
General of Shipping, and other
senior officials in New Delhi on
March 29. Additionally, a me-
mento was presented to the Prime
Minister. The significance of this
celebration lies in honoring the
services of seafarers.
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ment to ASEAN countries. The
visit to ASEAN countries is in
pursuance of India ASEAN Initi-

ative for Marine Pollution, as an-
nounced by RM in the year 2022.

Span Communications
wins notable award

Span  Communications, an-
nounced its success at the pres-
tigious awards, solidifying its
position as a trailblazer in the ad-
vertising industry. At the recent,
Star of the Industry Awards, Span
Communications was honoured
with the title of “Digital Agency
of the Year” and Naresh Kheter-
pal, CEO, Span Communications,
was bestowed with the title of
“Transformational CEO of the
Year.” This recognition under-
scores Span Communication’s
ability to deliver cutting-edge
digital solutions that resonate
with clients and audiences.

= Ina swift midnight
operation, Indian
Coast Guard Station,
Veraval, evacuated

a seriously ill patient
from Tug ABS Anokhi
10 Kms into sea from
Veraval on Mar 26. On
receipt of information,
ICG Interceptor Craft
C-121 sailed imme-
diately with medical
team onboard. ICG
craft on reaching
scene of action,
evacuated the patient
swiftly and safely to
Govt Hospital, Veraval,
for further medical
assistance.

= BCLL bagged
National Public Bus
Transport Excellence
Award 2022- 23 under
Digital Transaction
category bestowed
by ASRTU. Manish
Chaube, BCLL,
Bhopal, received the
National Public Bus
Transport Excellence
Award from Anu-
rag Jain, Secretary,
MoRTH & Secretary
(i/c), Ministry of
Housing and Urban
Affairs, Gol (MoHUA)
on March 15, at New
Delhi, India Habitat
Centre.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad Kendriya Vidyalaya,

President's Estate, New Delhi-110004

through the

(Ministry of Education, Government of India)

tice for Admission in Balvatika-3 and
Class - | (Session 2024-25)

Date of Registration - Registration for admission in Balvatika-3
and Class-l in Dr. Rajendra Prasad Kendriya Vidyalaya,
President's Estate, New Delhi-110004 will start through online
mode from 01-04-2024 (Monday) 10:00 am and will remain
open till 15-04-2024 (Monday) 5:00 pm.

Age Limit — For Balvatika the age of the child should be five
years but less than six years as on 31/04/2024. For Class-l the
age of the child should be & years but less than 08 years as on
31/04/2024. Willing parents/guardians can do the registration
link available on school
www.drrajendraprasadpe.kvs.ac.in.

Contact: 011-23010380, Email — rpkvadmission@gmail.com

website -

Principal
(Dr. Charu Sharma)
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‘¥ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-TENDERING TENDER NOTICE

Divisional Railway Manager (Works) N.C. Railway, Jhansi for and behalf of
President of India invites sealed "Open Tender” through on Line (E-Tendering) for
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E-Tender No.: JHS-ENGG-C-2024-54

Approx. Cost: ¥ 1226386404.46

sored by

Ministry of Teodles, Gowl of India
vt el TGORTTE b

M m of the Development
M Commissioner (Handicoms)

MINISTRY OF
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Handloom Haat
Janpath, New Delhi

EXQUISITE SAREES | SALWAR SUITS
DRESS MATERIALS | DUPATTAS | STOLES | HANDICRAFT

% Orgznized by
% Nafional Hancioom Development Corparmiion Lid.

Scan for
Location
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India’s rich heritage - wear handloom fabrics with pride
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TENDER NOTICE

The Dy. Chief Engineer/Const.-l, Northern Railway, State Entry Road, New Delhi for
and on behalf of President of India invites open e-tender under One Packet System for
the under noted work:-

1| Name of
work and
location

Construction of Double storied building for offices including rebuilding
of Officer's Rest House, major repair & renovation works and other
allied works along with Electrical works in CAO/C office complex,
MNorthern Railway, Kashmere Gate, Delhi

of the work:

2| Completion period

issue of acceptance letter.

18 (Eighteen) months from the date of

3| Approx. cost of work:

twenty four thousand only)

Rs. 956.24 Lakh (Rupees Nine crore fifty six lakh

4| Earnest money amount

Rs 6,28,100/- (Rupees Six lakh twenty eight

No. RC/F-R/2/2024

Pharmacology:- [02] (Professor - UR-1,

All India Institute of Medical Sciences,Raipur

An Autonomous Institute Under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Gol

FACULTY VACANCY

AlIMS, Raipur invites online applications from Indian nationals/persons registered as Overseas Citizen of India
(OCI) cardholder under Section 7A of the Citizenship Act, 1955 for the following Faulty positions on Direct
Recruitment basis - Total Posts 129, Professor (32, Pay Level-14A), Additional Professor (31, Pay Level-
13A2), Associate Professor (43, Pay Level-13A1), Assistant Professor (23, Pay Level-12) + NPA & other
allowances applicable as perinstitution norms.

1. Anaesthesiology :- [04] (Associate Professor - UR-1, OBC-1, ST-1*, Assistant Professor - OBC-1), 2.
Anatomy:- [02] (Professor - UR-1, Additional Professor - SC-1), 3. Biochemistry:- [01] (Assistant Professor -
SC-1),4. Burns & Plastic Surgery:- [06] (Professor- OBC-1*, Additional Professor-OBC-1*, Associate
Professor-UR-1, OBC-2#, ST-1), 5. Cardiology:- [03] (Professor - SC-1*, Additional Professor - UR-1,
Associate Professor - OBC-1%), 6. Cardiothoracic Surgery:- [05] (Professor - UR-1, Additional Professor - UR-
1,Associate Professor- UR-1, OBC-1*, SC-1%), 7. Clinical Haematolgy:- [04] (Professor - OBC-1, Additional
Professor-0OBC-1*, Associate Professor - EWS-1, Assistant Professor-OBC-1%),8. Dermatolgy:- [02]
(Professor- SC-1, Additional Professor - EWS-1), 9. Endocrinology & Metabolism:- [03] (Professor - OBC-1*,
Additional Professor- OBC-1*, Associate Professor-UR-1), 10. ENT:- [01] (Additional Professor - SC-1%), 11.
Gastroenterology:- [04] (Professor - ST-1*, Additional Professor - UR-1, Associate Professor - OBC-1%,
Assistant Professor- OBC-1), 12. General Medicine:~ [03] (Professor - OBC-1*, SC-1*, Associate Professor -
SC-1%),13. General Surgery:- [04] (Professor - UR-1, OBC-1, EWS-1, Additional Professor - UR-1), 14.
Hospital Administration:- [03] (Professor- OBC-1, Additional Professor - OBC-1*, Associate Professor - ST-
1*), 15. Medical Oncology:- [03] (Professor - SC-1*, Additional Professor - UR-1, Associate Professor - OBC-
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1*), 23. Ophthalmology:- [01] (Associate Professor - OBC-1), 24. Orthopaedics:- [01] (Additional Professor -
ST-1%), 25, Paediatric Surgery:- [04] (Associate Professor - UR-3, OBC-1), 26. Paediatrics:- [03] (Professor -
OBC-1*, Additional Professor - SC-1*, Assistant Professor - OBC-1%), 27. Pathology & Lab Medicine:- [05]
(Professor - SC-1*, Additional Professor - UR-1, OBC-1*, Assistant Professor - OBC-1*, ST-1%), 28.
Assistant Professor - OBC-1*), 29. Physical Medicine &
Rehabilitation:- [01] (Professor- UR-1), 30. Physiology:-[01] (Professor-UR-1),31. Psychiatry:- [03]
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Professor-UR-1), 33. Radio Diagnosis:- [07] (Professor - OBC-1, Additional Professor - OBC-1*, SC-1*,
Associate Professor-SC-1*, ST-1%, Assistant Professor- OBC-1*, SC-1%), 34. Radiation Oncology:- [02]
(Additional Professor - UR-1, Associate Professor - UR-1), 35. Surgical Gastroenterology:- [07] (Professor -
OBC-1*, Additional Professor- OBC-1, Associate Professor - UR-1, OBC-2*, SC-1, Assistant Professor - UR-1),
36. Surgical Oncology:- [08] (Professor - SC-1*, Additional Professor - OBC-1*, Associate Professor - UR-1,
OBC-2#, SC-1*, Assistant Professor-UR-1, OBC-1*), 37. Transfusion Medicine & Blood Bank:- [02]
(Professor - ST-1*, Additional Professor - UR-1), 38. Trauma & Emergency:- [06] (Assistant Professor - UR-1,
0BC-3*, SC-1*, ST-1%), 39. Urology:- [05] (Professor - OBC-1*, Additional Professor - UR-1, Associate
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Battling the
summer heat

IMD forecast of heat waves should be factored
in as the country prepares for elections

he countryis looking at searing heat ahead as
it goes to polls in the peak summer months of
April to June. The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) in its seasonal outlook has
forecast 10 to 20 days of heat waves, double the usual
four to eight, for this summer. And this heat will not
be restricted to one state or region. IMD in its
outlook identified Gujarat, Karnataka, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh and parts of Maharashtra as the most
vulnerable areas. The weather office also warned of
likely water shortages, cleared winter-sown wheat
crop of any threat as harvesting has already begun,
and highlighted who is most at risk, while also
urging authorities to “take proactive measures”.

Among these measures, the weather department
suggested cooling centres, heat advisories and
alleviation of heat island effects in affected areas.
These may come in handy as nearly a billion people
step out to vote in phases between April 19 and June
1, or we may be looking at a repeat of the political
function in Maharashtra last year that claimed the
lives of 30 people. But it is not just political activity
thatis likely to heat up. In an unusually hot week in
June last year, over 100 people died of heat stress in
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Odisha as they went about
their lives. High temperatures and humidity are a
combination just as dangerous as being out in the
sun, as the “feels-like” temperature or heat index —a
more accurate tool to assess risk — of 40-50°C can
cause heat strokes. So, what may help the authorities
in “safeguarding public health” is recognising heat-
related deaths as such instead of attributing them to
existing comorbidities, so that they can train health
care providers to recognise and treat symptoms.

As spring recedes, the temperatures have inched
past the 40°C mark in several regions and many
parts of the southern peninsula are already
struggling with unprecedented water crises.

The country needs to plan for long-term exigencies
as these issues are set to compound. Such
circumstances tend to strain infrastructure such as
water supplies, power grids and transportation
networks. It may appear that, in the short-term,
dealing with this strain needs more investment in
fossil fuel-based systems, which runs contrary to
India’s climate commitments at the global level.
This will also further exacerbate the temperature
rise in the long-run. Caution and scientific wisdom
should not be abandoned in the heat of the moment.

Emerging outlines of
Opposition’s agenda

Unease with institutional
decline, adherence

to the ethics of the
Constitution, and

an alternative politics

of spirituality seem

to frame the INDIA

bloc’s poll narrative

he Save Democracy rally

organised by Opposition

parties on March 31 was a

significant political devel-

opment, providing an

opportunity for the INDIA
bloc to assert itself as a formidable
alliance. The arrest of Delhi chief min-
ister (CM) Arvind Kejriwal was an
important and immediate factor that
somehow legitimised the need for
Opposition unity and its effective
demonstration.

The INDIA bloc, for the first time,
has moved away from the routine
business of seat-sharing. The Opposi-
tion was able to come out with a
coherent political agenda to raise the
stakes against the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP). To illustrate, the Delhi
CM’s wife, Sunita Kejriwal, read out a
letter on his behalf, explaining the six
guarantees of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), which include free electricity
for poor households, and the estab-
lishment of government schools and
mohalla (locality) clinics in the coun-
try. Similarly, Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav evoked the unity of
the PDA (pichre, Dalit, alpsankhyak,
or the backward classes, Dalits, and

minorities) for protecting democracy,
the Constitution and, above all, reser-
vation.

The rally finally adopted a resolu-
tion underlining five key demands:
The Election Commission of India
(ECI) should ensure a level playing
field for all parties in the Lok Sabha
elections; it should ensure that Oppo-
sition leaders are not targeted by gov-
ernment agencies such the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED), the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and the
Income Tax (I-T) department; former
Jharkhand CM Hemant
Soren and Arvind Kejriwal
should be released immedi-
ately; any tactic to “finan-
cially strangulate the Oppo-
sition parties” before the
Lok Sabha elections must
immediately cease; and a
Special Investigation Team
(SIT), under the supervision

Ahmed

the Opposition has found clear politi-
cal expression.

It will be too early to make any
speculative comment on the electoral
outcomes of this mega event. How-
ever, three important future oriented
arguments have begun to take con-
crete political shape after this rally.

First, the Opposition has expressed
its collective unease about the actual
functioning of State institutions. Gov-
ernment agencies are not merely criti-
cised for being biased and narrow-
minded, their expanded institutional
mandate is also being ques-
tioned. The status of ECI, in
this sense, becomes very deli-
cate. The Opposition did not
reject ECI completely. How-
ever, the statements made by
a few senior leaders, includ-
ing Rahul Gandhi, clearly
show that the Opposition is
apprehensive about ECT's

of the Supreme Court (SC),
should be formed to look into “money
laundering and extortion” by the BJP
through electoral bonds.

Neither the demands nor the poll
promises are entirely new. Opposition
leaders have been highlighting these
demands since the inception of the
alliance, And when it comes to the
poll promises, in fact, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra did make a serious attempt to
redefine social justice and democratic
equality as a counter-narrative to that
of the ruling party. However, these
individual efforts could not be trans-
lated into an action oriented electoral
agenda. The Save Democracy rally, in
a way, has emerged as a public plat-
form where the collective resolve of

role in the coming election.
The SC is identified as the most
trusted institution in this schema.
This criticism of the institutional
apparatus has the potential to desta-
bilise the established narrative of
development and democracy in the
long-run.

Second, the Opposition has givena
new meaning to the Constitution.
Both Rahul Gandhi and Akhilesh
Yadav evoked the principles of the
Constitution as a serious political
resource. In a way, a simple and
uncomplicated argument is advanced:
The Constitution is a living document
that ensures democratic equality and
social justice. Therefore, the survival
of democracy is seen as a prerequisite
for the protection of the Constitution.

At the Save Democracy rally on March 31, the Opposition was able to come

out witha coherent political agenda toraise the stakes against the BJP  ap

Yadav's speech is very significant in
this regard. He did not just talk about
Dalits and OBCs but also included
minorities in his configuration of
PDA. This argument is powerful and
persuasive. It may not merely be used
to substantiate the anti-BJP posture,
but also help the Opposition
strengthen its criticism of institu-
tional misuse, especially against mar-
ginalised social groups.

The third evolving argument is
related to what I call the religionisa-
tion of Indian politics. In her short
concluding speech, Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra used the
encounter between Lord Ram and
Ravana in an interesting manner. She
highlighted the fact that Lord Ram did
not have money, resources, and insti-
tutional support, while Ravana was
politically authoritative and finan-
cially powerful. Despite this imbal-
ance, Lord Ram was able to win
because he was fighting for a just
cause. This metaphoric use of the
Ramayana as a resource for making a
political point is important.

The BJP has normalised the use of
religious symbols in public life in
overtly Hindutva terms. In fact, Hin-
dutva-driven nationalism has
emerged as the dominant electoral
narrative of Indian politics. The
impact of this narrative was so power-

ful that the entire political class began
to adjust itself to Hindu idioms and
metaphors. The Congress’s intellec-
tual leaders such as Shashi Tharoor
and Salman Khurshid also tried to
develop a counter-argument by mak-
ing a distinction between Hinduism
and Hindutva. Kejriwal redesigned
his politics around Hindu symbols.
Privanka Gandhi’s short speech was a
significant departure from others. She
was able to communicate Hinduism
in simple political terms while ques-
tioning the politics of the ruling party.
These three arguments — unease
with institutional decline, adherence
to the ethics of the Constitution, and
an alternative politics of faith — have
not yet been linked to each other in
any coherent manner. One should not
exaggerate them to envisage any pos-
sible anti-BJPism, or for that matter,
any counter-narrative at this stage. At
the same time, one cannot underesti-
mate the importance of this emerging
political churning. It will be interest-
ing to observe how these arguments
help the INDIA bloc counter the BJP’s
Hindutva-driven nationalism and lab-
harthi (beneficiary)-driven develop-
ment electoral narrative in 2024.

Hilal Ahmed is associate professor, Centre
for the Study of Developing Societies.
The views expressed are personal

Opposition revival in

Turkey’s political churn

ine months after losing the presidential elections,
Nthe Opposition in Turkey is back in the game,

winning a majority of provinces in the local body
polls. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s AK Party failed
to win Istanbul, where one-fifth of Turkey lives, for the
second consecutive time since 2019, Ekrem Imamoglu,
leader of the social democratic Republican People’s
Party (CHP), won the Istanbul mayor’s seat the second
time in a row, making him potentially the main rival to
the AKP nominee when presidential polls are held next
in 2028. As per the Turkish constitution, Erdogan, who
will complete three terms in the president’s office by
then, will be ineligible to stand for president.

Erdogan, a former Istanbul mayor, has been accused
of running an increasingly authoritarian regime that
has jailed many of its critics. His followers project him
as a State-builder comparable to Kemal Ataturk, the
founder of modern Turkey, and he harbours visions of
reviving Turkey’'s Ottoman legacy, including becoming
the pre-eminent power in West Asia, by rejecting
Ataturk’s secular heritage and reimagining Turkey as
an Islamic nation. This enabled him to dislodge the old
ruling elite and ride a surge of the subalterns, who
identified with his faith-centred politics. However, an
economy in decline, highlighted by high inflation and
low employment opportunities seems to have turned
the tide against the AKP. Importantly, the Islamist
Yeniden Refah (New Welfare) Party, founded in 2018 by
Fatih Erbakan, the son of Islamist leader Necmettin
Erbakan, who inspired Erdogan, has won over 6% of
the vote. Clearly, the AKP’s defeat in the key cities has
also to do with its failure to consolidate its core base,
some of which has moved to the Yeniden Refah Party.
Imamoglu, 52, appears to have the stature, popularity
and ambition to unite a fractious Opposition. But he
should know the churn in Turkey is also producing
new Right-wing voices.

Putin’s power playbook
has parallels elsewhere

ladimir Putin has won a fifth term in
office. His re-election to the Russian
presidency was expected. And the
87% vote share, which he apparently
secured, only reinforces the fact that Russian
authoritarianism is masked by a democracy
whose managed character the Russian elite
does not hide and the Russian citizenry has
capitulated to. We might call the process by
which Putin has stayed in power — remember
that he once made himself prime minister
(PM) for a term so that he could become pres-
ident again — a farce but for the damage it has
caused to Russia and its neighbours. But
Putin’s long political career has the virtue of
helping us understand some key trends in
contemporary leadership in major countries
as well as the variety of ways in
which democracy can be eroded.
First, when Putin first came to
power in 1999-2000, it was still pos-
sible to believe that despite strug-
gling through the 1990s, democracy

after two terms, Putin placed his loy-
alist Dmitry Medvedev in the presi-

had a chance in Russia. But in 2008, Atul
Mishra

has positioned himself as Russia’s all-purpose
patriarch. He has brought the idea of family to
the centre of his political project, equating it
with the traditional heterosexual unit with
children and relatives, on the one hand, and
the Russian people, as a whole, on the other.
In public projection, Putin has become the
father figure who protects the Russian State,
the Russian people, and each Russian family.
Variations of this father figure can be found in
contemporary Turkey, India and China, where
the top leader is also projected as having laid
the foundation of a new nation. Lofty compar-
isons are made — Recep Tayyip Erdogan with
Mustafa Kemal Pasha and Xi Jinping with
Mao Zedong — and age is substituted for wis-
dom and restraint as the characteristic fea-
tures of statesmanship.

Third, changes have been made to
the Russian constitution to prolong
Putin’s stay in power. A four-year
presidential term has been extended
to six years, and a pathway created
for him to stay in power until 2036,
which could mean 36 years in power.
This pattern is found elsewhere too.

dential office while he exercised real

powers relegated as PM, thus giving
Russia's political transition a decidedly
authoritarian turn. That the Russian system
continues to enact the theatre of democracy
illustrates how democracy has come to be
considered the only legitimate means of
securing power and exercising authority in
modern times: After all, even China and North
Korea call themselves democratic. Paradoxi-
cally, it also reveals how easily the meaning of
democracy can be made a subject of national
definition.

In several non-western countries, we find
the argument that because their country is
sovereign, it has the right to decide what
democracy means. This argument is sharp-
ened by placing it in opposition to liberal
democracy, which is described as western,
culturally alien and unsuited to the non-West.
Thisis a caricature because the fundamental
feature of liberal democracy is that it regu-
lates the powers of the elected executive.
Paths to authoritarianism or majoritarianism
swiftly open if the elected executive goes
unchecked. This is a good reason why claims
of countries being a “sovereign democracy”
(Russia), a “people’s democracy” (China), or a
“mother of democracy” (India) must be
viewed sceptically.

Second, Putin has stayed in power for 24
years. He is 71 years old. As he has aged, he

AsPutin has aged, he has puitiuned himself
as Russia’s all-purpose patriarch AFP

A two-term limit on the presidency
was removed from the Chinese con-
stitution, enabling President Xi Jinping —
elected in 2013 — to potentially stay in power
for life. Another long-termer, Israel’s Benja-
min Netanyahu, has sought to tame the pow-
ers of the country’s supreme court to review
governmental actions. In Turkey, Erdogan (in
power for over 20 years) has abolished parlia-
mentary government, turned the system pres-
idential, and given more powers to the presi-
dent. (On March 31, Erdogan suffered a shock
setback when the Opposition Republican Peo-
ple’s Party won big in Turkey’s local elections).

A detailed study of these and similar cases
is likely to show that leaders who stay more
than two terms — or 8 to 12 years — in office
are likely to change the basic governance
structure of their countries to directly or indi-
rectly prolong their stint in power.

The fourth major feature of Putin’s long
political career has been the systematic ema-
ciation of dissent and opposition. Alexei
Navalny was the most famous and latest vic-
tim in a long line where critics of the regime
have mysteriously died, been imprisoned or
exiled. China's Xi has filled the top-rung of the
leadership with his loyalists. Following a
failed coup attempt in 2016, Erdogan has
cracked down on his political opponents. And
in India, action against Opposition leaders
and regime critics through the coercive appa-
ratus of the State is an established pattern.

Countries and leadership styles tend to dif-
fer in important ways, but the tactics of lead-
ers who seek to stay for long periods in power
tend to be similar: They turn ultra-conserva-
tive, alter constitutional orders, and become
authoritarian and self-referential. Their gov-
ernance outcomes are suboptimal but the
political and social toll of their time in office —
which are intangible and hard to measure —
are deeper and long-lasting. It is a measure of
contemporary world politics that half of
humanity is governed by leaders above 70,
many of whom are sceptical of liberal democ-

racy.

Atul Mishra teaches international relations at Shiv

Nadar Institution of Eminence, Delhi-NCR.
The views expressed are personal
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We have called on Israel to
immediately investigate and

provide a full, transparent

explanation of what happened.

It is essential that humanitarian
workers are protected

Reactingtore

ports of aid workers, including a British

national, being killed by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza

Courts must know bail,
not jail, has to be the rule

he grant of bail or its refusal in crimi-

nal cases has become a matter of con-

troversy. It is unfortunate that the

subject has acquired pronounced
political overtones instead of remaining
within the realms of law. I hold all the princi-
pal dramatis personaein the criminal justice
system responsible for this unfortunate dis-
tortion of what is an uncomplicated princi-
ple of judicial procedure.

I am appalled by the continual injustice
we are doling out to persons who have alleg-
edly committed criminal offences defined in
our statutes. | am not for a moment suggest-
ing that all prosecution and judicial deci-
sions in bail matters are flawed or are mala-
fide. I am only pleading for greater objectiv-
ity and compassion while taking decisions
that adversely affect the human
rights of individuals. The affected
parties are both political personali-
ties and ordinary people, especially
the poor.

In this context, I worship the late
justice VR Krishna Iyer of the
Supreme Court (SC) of India. I wor-
ship him not only for his brilliance

Raghavan

with the available evidence or intimidate the
prosecution witnesses. If the answer to all
three is “no”, it will be unjust to hold a pris-
oner until the trial court pronounces its
judgment.

No decision to grant bail to an accused is
irrevocable. Any adverse report from the
prosecution on prisoner conduct during
court proceedings that impinges on the out-
come of the trial will send him or her back to
jail. I have come across several instances of
lower courts ignoring all these factors and
keeping a prisoner in custody. This is objec-
tionable and smacks of vindictiveness. It
deserves the condemnation of higher courts.

Rightly or wrongly, there is an impression
among the public that affluent and politi-
cally connected prisoners get privileged
treatment at the hands of trial
courts. The SC has come down on
such blatant discrimination on sev-
eral occasions with minimum
impact on the lower judiciary. The
latter misguidedly continue to
believe that a spell in prison is tan-
tamount to justice. Such courts
need to be educated on the objec-

but also for his compassion and
clarity when it came to offering suc-
cour to powerless citizens. Justice lyer’s
much-quoted remark — bail is the rule, jail is
an exception in State Of Rajasthan, Jaipur vs
Balchand @ Baliay, 1977 — remains forever
the edifice on which our system should
stand.

I must unequivocally record here that I
am pained at recent developments with
regard to the granting of bail to the accused.
The dice is, undoubtedly, loaded heavily
against persons hauled up by enforcement
agencies, including the police. This has to
change at once if we are to hold our heads
high in the comity of nations.

Several court decisions have put down
succinctly the law on the subject. Any
offence punishable with seven years or more
in jail does not entitle a prisoner to bail until
the conviction or acquittal is pronounced by
the trial court. For offences punishable with
shorter terms, three circumstances merit
consideration when a prisoner applies for
bail: First, the prisoner is likely to flee from
justice; second, he or she is likely to inflict
bodily injury to anyone connected with the
crime; third, he or she is likely to tamper

tives of imprisonment.

I amalso incensed over the time
courts take to pronounce their orders on bail
applications. Arguments before courts can
be greatly curtailed once a prisoner applies
for bail and the prosecution has had a look at
it and offered its comments. There is no case
for elaborate arguments lasting for days.
Courts have to take the blame for allowing
this unethical prolongation of arguments,
which are backed by vested interests.

In sum, the matter of bail is no rocket sci-
ence that could baffle the parties concerned,
including the judiciary. It is heartening that
the Chief Justice of India, Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud, has resolved to hear at least 10
bail petitions daily. This should gladden all
those who believe in ethics and compassion.
This, however, begs the question of whether
bail decisions should go up to the highest
courtat all. Obviously, there is a serious flaw
in the manner in which lower courts handle
bail applications.

RK Raghavan, a former CBl director, is currently
professor of criminal justice and policing at the
Jindal Global University.

The views expressed are personal
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Donald Trump speaks to the media after a pre-trial hearing in
hush-money case in a New York City court, on March 25. AFP

Ex-president Trump
posts $175mn bond
in NY civil fraud case

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW YORK: Embattled former
US president Donald Trump
posted a 5175 million bond in
his New York civil fraud caseon
Monday, a court document
showed, avoiding asset seizures
while his case winds through
the appeals process.

Last week, a New York
appeals court cut a $454 million
bond payment he was originally
required to make, reducing the
sum to $175 million and giving
him 10 days to pay a bond in
that amount.

The nearly half billion sum
he originally owed had raised
the possibility that New York
authorities would move to seize
Trump assets if he could not
pay, but the reduction — and his
finding a company to put up the
bond, as announced on Monday
— has given him breathing
room. "I greatly respect the
decision of the appellate divi-
sion and I will post $175 million
in cash and bonds or security or
whatever is necessary very
quickly, within the 10 days,”
Trump said at the time.

The lifeline came from a Cali-
fornia outfit called Knight Spe-
cialty Insurance Company,
which announced the bondin a
document released by the court
on Monday.

The 77-year-old real estate
magnate, who has once again
clinched the Republican nomi-
nation, received the fine after
Judge Arthur Engoron found
him and his two adult sons
guilty in a non-jury trial, ruling
that they and his family com-
pany lied about the value of
assets, deceiving banks and
INSUrers.

They were accused of having
inflated the valuation of proper-
ties such as Trump Tower and a
building at 40 Wall Street in
New York by billions of dollars
to obtain more favourable bank
loans and insurance terms.

Gag order expanded
The New York judge presiding
over Trump’s hush-money trial
expanded a gag order in the
case after the former president
attacked the judge and his
daughter on social media.
Judge Juan Merchan had
already restricted what Trump
could say publicly about jurors
and potential witnesses in the
trial that starts April 15. But
Merchan expanded his March
26 gag order on Monday to
include comments about prose-
cutors, court employees and
their families. However, Trump
can still make comments about
Manhattan District Attorney
Alvin Bragg, who brought the
criminal charges.

‘Unintentional’ Israeli strike

kills 7 aid workers in Gaza

The US has “urged a
swift, thorough and
impartial investigation
to understand exactly
what happened”

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

GAZA STRIP: Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said on
Tuesday an Israeli airstrike that
killed seven people working for
the aid charity World Central
Kitchen (WCK) charity in Gaza
was unintended and “tragic”,
and the military pledged an
independent inquiry.

The Israeli military con-
firmed the deadly strike on a
WCK convoy that killed citizens
of Australia, Britain and Poland
as well as Palestinians and a
dual citizen of the United States
and Canada.

Lalzawmi Frankcom, a
woman born to an Australian
father and a Mizo mother, lost
her life in the Israeli airstrike.
Frankcom, 43, was working asa
senior manager at WCK.

Her death prompted condem-
nation from Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese,
who described it as “completely
unacceptable”, highlighting the
loss of an exceptional individual
dedicated to humanitarian
causes.

WCK said they were travel-
ling in two armoured cars
emblazoned with the charity’s
logo and another vehicle.

“Unfortunately in the past
day there was a tragic event in
which our forces unintention-
ally harmed non-combatants in
the Gaza Strip,” Netanyahu said
in a video statement,

“This happens in war. We are
conducting a thorough inquiry
and are in contact with the gov-
ernments. We will do every-
thing to prevent a recurrence.”

Israel has long denied accu-
sations that it is hindering the
distribution of urgently needed

Umted Natmns staff membersi inspecta car used by US based aid group World Central Kitchen, that was hit by an Israeli stri ke the previous day in Deir al-Balah in the
central Gaza Strip, amid the ongoing battles between Israel and the Palestinian militant group Hamas, on Tuesday.

[ran vows to punish Israel for deadly
strike on consular annex in Syria

food aid in Gaza, which it has
besieged in a war since October,
saying the problem is caused by
international aid groups’ inabil-
ity to get it to those in need.

Despite coordinating move-
ments with the Israeli military,
the convoy was hit as it was
leaving its Deir al-Balah ware-
house after unloading more
than 100 tonnes of humanitar-
ian food aid brought to Gaza by
sea, WCK said.

“This is not only an attack
against WCK, this is an attack
on humanitarian organisations
showing up in the most dire of
situations where food is being
used as a weapon of war,” said
Erin Gore, chief executive of
World Central Kitchen,

US secretary of state Antony
Blinken said Washington had
spoken directly to close ally

[srael’s governmentand “urged
a swift, thorough and impartial
investigation to understand
exactly what happened”.
Blinken, speaking to reporters
in Paris, added that humanitar-
ian workers must be protected.

Britain, Australia and Poland,
countries which have generally
been friendly towards Israel, all
demanded action to protect aid
workers, underlining Netan-
yahu’s increasing diplomatic iso-
lation over the situation in Gaza.

Toll in Gaza at 32,916

The bloodiest-ever Gaza war
erupted with Hamas's October 7
attack, which resulted in about
1,160 deaths in Israel, mostly
civilians. Israel’s retaliatory
campaign has killed at least
32,916 people, mostly women
and children.

Agence France-Presse

letters @hindustantimes.com

TEHRAN: Iran warned its arch
foe Israel on Tuesday that it will
retaliate for an airstrike that
killed seven Revolutionary
Guards, two of them generals,
and destroyed its consular
annex building in the Syrian
capital.

Israel declined to comment
on Monday's strike in Damas-
cus, which fuelled Middle East
tensions already inflamed by
the Gaza war and violence
involving Iran-backed groups in
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen.

[ranian state media said 13
people were killed in the strike
in which, according to Tehran’s
ambassador, Israeli F-35 fight-
er-jets fired six missiles that lev-
elled the five-storey consular
building adjacent to the
embassy. The building was
reduced to a mountain of rubble
by the blasts which blew out
windows in nearby buildings
and incinerated cars parked on
the roadside in a leafy and
upscale suburb of the city.

Iran’s supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei vowed that
Israel "will be punished at the
hands of our brave men. We will

Biden, Xi hold phone call to discuss
ties; Blinken, Yellen to visit China

Prashant Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: In their first con-
versation this year, US President
Joe Biden warned China’s Presi-
dent Xi Jinping against Beijing’s
ongoing support for Russian
military industrial base, its
aggressive tactics in the South
China Sea, China's “unfair”
trade and economic practices,
and reiterated the importance
of maintaining peace and stabil-
ity across the Taiwan Strait, the
White House said on Tuesday.

But the official readout also
indicated that the US continues
to see engagement with China
as important, with Tuesday’s
phone call between the two
leaders billed as a follow-up to
their in-person meeting in
Woodside, California in Novem-
ber where both leaders agreed to
keep talking to prevent an unin-
tended conflict. The call, the first
between Biden and Xi since July
2022, also comes ahead of
impending visits by two senior
US cabinet officials — treasury
secretary Janet Yellen and Secre-
tary of State Antony J Blinken —
to Beijing soon.

The US statement termed the
conversation “candid and con-

Chinese Pres1dent Xi Jmpmg
(left) and his US counterpart

Joe Biden. REUTERS
structive” on “bilateral, regional
and global issues™ that include
both areas of cooperation and
differences.

“They reviewed and encour-
aged progress on key issues dis-
cussed at the Woodside Sum-
mit, including counter-narcot-
ics cooperation, ongoing
military-to-military communi-
cation, talks to address Al-re-
lated risks, and continuing
efforts on climate change and
people-to-people exchanges,”
the statement said.

But the US side said that it
had communicated its range of
concerns directly to Xi. Preview-
ing the call, a senior administra-
tion official had told reporters
on Monday, “We have not
changed our approach to the PRC
[People’s Republic of Chinal,

which remains one focused on
the framework of invest, align,
and compete. Intense competi-
tion requires intense diplomacy
to manage tensions, address mis-
perceptions, and prevent unin-
tended conflict. And this call is
one way to do that.”

The American statement on
the meeting said that Biden had
“emphasised the importance of
maintaining peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait and the
rule of law and freedom of navi-
gation in the South China Sea”.

“He raised concerns over the
PRC’s support for Russia's
defence industrial base and its
impact on European and trans-
atlantic security”, the official US
statement said,

Offering context on the Chi-
na-Russia link, the senior
administration official quoted
above said, “As time has gone
on, we've really seen the PRC
start to help to rebuild Russia’s
defence industrial base, essen-
tially backfilling the trade from
European partners, helping pro-
vide the components that get us
slowly towards increasing Rus-
sia’s capabilities in Ukraine.
And that has, of course, longer-
term impacts on European
security as well.”

US, UK announce partnership on
Al safety, testing amid concerns

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: The United
States and Britain on Monday
announced a new partnership
on the science of artificial intel-
ligence (Al) safety, amid grow-
ing concerns about upcoming
next-generation versions.

Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo and British Technol-
ogy Secretary Michelle Donelan
signed a memorandum of
understanding in Washington
to jointly develop advanced Al
model testing, following com-
mitments announced at an Al
Safety Summit in Bletchley Park
in November,

“We all know Al is the defin-
ing technology of our genera-
tion,” Raimondo said. “This

partnership will accelerate both
of our institutes work across the
full spectrum to address the
risks of our national security
concerns and the concerns of
our broader society.”

Britain and the United States
are among countries establish-
ing government-led Al safety
institutes.

Britain said in October its
institute would examine and
test new types of Al, while the
United States said in November
it was launching its own safety
institute to evaluate risks from
so-called frontier AI models and
is now working with 200 com-
panies and entites.

Under the formal partner-
ship, Britain and the US plan to
perform at least one joint test-
ing exercise on a publicly acces-

sible model and are considering
exploring personnel exchanges
between the institutes. Both are
working to develop similar part-
nerships with other countries to
promote Al safety.

“This is the first agreement of
its kind anywhere in the world,”
Donelan said. “Al is already an
extraordinary force for good in
our society, and has vast poten-
tial to tackle some of the world’s
biggest challenges, but only if
we are able to grip those risks.”

Generative Al — which can
create text, photos and videos in
response to open-ended
prompts — has spurred excite-
ment as well as fears it could
make some jobs obsolete, upend
elections and potentially over-
power humans and cata-
strophic effects.

Agencies

letters@ hindustantimes.com

ISTANBUL: A fire at an Istanbul
nightclub during renovations
on Tuesday killed at least 29
people, officials and reports
said. Several people, including
managers of the club, were
detained for questioning.

At least one person was being
treated at a hospital, the Istan-
bul governor's office said in a
statement.

The Masquerade nightclub,
which was closed for renova-
tions, was on the ground and
basement floors of a 16-storey
residential building in the
Besiktas district on the Euro-
pean side of the city bisected by
the Bosphorus. The fire was
extinguished.

Masquerade can host up to
4,000 people with DJ perform-
ances and stage shows several
times a week, its website says.

Governor Davut Gul told
reporters at the scene that the
cause of the fire was under
investigation and the victims
were believed to be involved in
the renovation work.

The fire began at 12:47pm
(local time), governor Davut

Istanbul mghtclub fire kills 29
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Police officers stand guard in front of a building where a fire broke out during daytime renovation

work at a nightclub inIstanbul, Turkey, on Tuesday.

Gul's office said, and was only
brought under control by fire-
fighters hours later. Television
images showed flames and a
column of thick smoke rushing
from upper-storey windows.

Authorities detained five peo-
ple for questioning, including
managers of the club and one
person in charge of the renova-
tions, Justice Minister Yilmaz
Tunc said.

REUTERS

Mayor Ekrem Imamoglu said
authorities were inspecting the
entire building to assess its
safety. Several firefighting and
medical teams were dispatched
to the scene, he said.

EGYPTIAN PREZ
SISISWORN IN
FOR THIRD TERM

Agence France-Presse

letters@ hindustantimes.com

CAIRO: Egypt’s President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi was sworn in on
Tuesday for his third term as
leader of the Arab world’s most
populous nation.

In power for the past decade,
the 69-year-old former army
chief is now set to remain the
head of state until 2030.

He starts the term flush with
tens of billions in new loans and
investments to fight a severe
economic downturn.

Speaking before parliament,
Sisi vowed to “remain faithful to
my work, my eyes seeing only
your interests and this coun-
try’s”.

Sisi won a December election
with more than 89% of the vote
against three relative unknowns
after opposition challengers
were sidelined or jailed.

{ FINLAND } SCHOOL SHOOTING

One child killed, two wounded in
shooting; 12-year-old suspect held

HELSINKI: One child was killed
and two seriously wounded in a
shooting at a school outside the
Finnish capital on Tuesday,
police said, with a 12-year-old
fellow pupil suspected of the
attack taken into custody.

The arrest of the boy was
made without further violence
in the Helsinki suburb of Silta-
maki, 4km south of the Viertola
school in Vantaa district, police
said.

Education Minister Anna-
Maja Henriksson broke into
tears when speaking to report-
ers hours after the attack in a
country where gun violence
among youths is rare.

“One 12-year-old child will
never again return home from
school,” she said.

The suspect and the three vic-
tims were all sixth-graders, the

Police officers at the scene of
shootingin Vantaa, Finland. ap

police said in a statement.
“The injuries of both victims
who were taken to the hospital
are very serious, said Criminal
Commissioner Marko Sarkka.
There were no other sus-

pects, police said. They pro-
vided no details on the identity
of the suspect or victims, apart
from saying they were all
12-year-old Finns and pupils at
the school and the suspect was a
boy. Prime Minister Petteri
Orpo said the shooting was
deeply shocking.

The suspect had admitted the
attack in a preliminary inter-
view, police said, and the offen-
ces would be investigated as
murder and attempted murder.

No one hasyet spoken on the
suspect’s behalf, He will be put
in the care of social services
because a child cannot be
remanded in custody, police
said.

Police said the motive was
not clear, The handgun’'s permit
belonged to a relative of the sus-
pect, they said. REUTERS

AFP

make them regret this crime
and the other ones”,

Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi condemned the attack as a
“clear violation of international
regulations” which “will not go
unanswered”. “After repeated
defeats and failures against the
faith and will of the Resistance
Front fighters, the Zionist
regime has put blind assassina-
tions on its agenda in the strug-
gle to save itself,” Raisi said on
his office’s website.

The UN Security Council was
to discuss the strike later on
Tuesday at a meeting requested
by Syrian ally Russia.

Lou Conter

REUTERS

Last survivor of
attack on Pearl
Harbour ship dies

LOS ANGELES: The last
survivor of the USS
Arizona, the battleship
that was sunkin the
Japanese bombing of
Pearl Harbour, has died
aged 102, on Monday.
Lou Conter was a 20-
year-old quartermaster
who helped rescue
fellow sailors on
December 7,1941, after
the United States’
Pacific fleet came under
surprise attack. AFP

Zelensky signs bill
to lower age for

combat duty to 25
KYIV: Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr
Zelensky signed a bill to
lower the age of
conscription during
war after initially
rejecting the legislation,
which was adopted by
parliament almost a
year ago. The law
drops theage to 25
years from 27, acco-
rding to parliament’s
website. The parli-
ament in Kyiv had
approved the legislation
in May, 2025. BLOOMBERG

North Korea fires
medium-range

ballistic missile
SEOUL : North Korea
fired a medium-range
ballistic missile on
Tuesday, with South
Korea, the United States
and Japan conducting a
joint aerial exercise
involving nuclear-
capable B-52H bombers
just hours later. Seoul's
military said the missile
flew around 600km
before splashing down
in waters between South
Korea and Japan.  AfP
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India eyes monster gas
orid across South Asia

India will connect its
north-east gas grid
with the national grid
in the next 2 months

Rituraj Baruah

rituraj.baruah @livemint.com

NEW DELHI: One giant gas grid
led by India and spanning Bang-
ladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, and
Myanmar may be a reality in the
near future, transporting the
clean-burning fuel across bor-
ders to homes, factories, and
industrial enterprises across
South Asia.

India will connect its north-
east gas grid with the national
grid in the next two months, and
plans to extend and integrate it
with the grids of the four neigh-
bours, two people aware of the
development said. Plans to con-
nect Sri Lanka and Myanmar are
also in the works.

“The plan for gas grid inter-
connectivity is still in the works.
If the plan takes a concrete
shape, Myanmar, Bangladesh,
Nepal, and Bhutan would be
connected with India’s national
gas grid via the north-east gas
grid,” one of the two people said

Connecting the gas grids would broaden India’s energy relations
with the neighbours and speed up its energy transition.

on condition of anonymity.
Connecting the gas grids
would broaden India’s energy
relations with the neighbours
and speed up energy transition
in the region, as India leverages
cross-border energy trade as
part of its neighbourhood-first
policy. India currently has bilat-
eral connectivity with Nepal and
Bangladesh to supply petro-
products; and another multi-
product pipeline is in the works.
As early as 2005-06, India had
floated the idea of LNG connec-
tivity with Myanmar and Bangla-
desh; however, in 2013, China

and Myanmar agreed on a gas
deal, after which India dropped
its plan. Now, along with the
revival of the plans, India is also
looking at a larger regional con-
nectivity across the South Asian
countries except Pakistan.
Harsh V. Pant, vice president,
studies and foreign policy at
Observer Research Foundation
said: "Several concerns are being
raised that South Asia is one of
the least interconnected regions.
In the past few years, India has
taken up several initiatives to
improve the connectivity as seen
in the push for power grid con-

nectivity with other South Asian
countries. Gas grid connectivity
across the region may be instru-
mental in bringing together the
countries. Such an initiative
serves India’s interests at multi-
ple levels,” Pant said.

Developing the natural gas
ecosystem gains significance as
gas is considered a cleaner fuel
compared to crude oil and coal,
and policy makers see it as a
transition fuel in the move
towards renewable energy. The
use of gas in mobility and elec-
tricity is expected to continue in
the intermediate period amid the
longer-term transition towards
renewable energy.

Once the petroleum ministry
finalizes the proposal, it would
be taken up by the external
affairs ministry, a second person
said. Following that, the govern-
ment will reach to the neigh-
bouring countries.

Queries mailed to spokesper-
sons of the petroleum and exter-
nal affairs ministries remained
unanswered.

Currently a gas pipeline net-
work of around 23,500 km is
under operation in India, and
around 12,000 km pipeline is
approved and under construc-
tion.

Manufacturing growth

hits 16-y1° hlgh in March

AshokamithranT

ashokamithran@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Manufacturing
activity in India rose to its high-
est in 16 years in March on
higher production and sales,
according to statement on Tues-
day by S&P global, a financial
information provider that com-
piles the HSBC Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI).

The seasonally adjusted
index showed a value of 59.1 in
March, higher than February's
56.9 but marginally lower than
59.2 estimated in the HSBC
Flash PMI on March 21. A read-
ing over 50 indicates expansion.

The index that measures
manufacturing activity in India
has now been expanding for 33
consecutive months.

“India’s March manufactur-
ing PMI rose to its highest level
since 2008," said Ines Lam, an
economist at HSBC. “Manufac-
turing companies expanded hir-
ing in response to strong pro-
duction and new orders.”

New orders were up 3.3 to 64
points in March. Output PMI
rose 2.6 points to 63.3, Rahul
Bajoria, managing director and
head of emerging markets Asia
(ex-China) economics at Bar-
clays, said in a research note,
which includes data of all the
subindices.

Export orders remained

Manufacturing output rose for the 33rd month running in
March, and to the greatest extent since October 2020, HT

more or less the same as the
previous month but followed a
3-point increase in the month,
keeping it elevated at 56.9 in
March, he added. "A strong
trend for manufacturing was
reflected in stocks of finished
goods remaining in the contrac-
tionary territory,” Bajoria said.
The employment PMI increased
to 51.8 after contracting for two
consecutive months, said the
Barclays note.

Input costs rose in March,
with its subindex increasing 1.7
points to 51.9 in the reporting
month, but the selling prices

continued to be muted, as out-
put price PMI fell 0.4 points to
51.7 in March , Bajoria said in
his note. "Any increase in cost
pressures on firms is not being
passed,” he added.

“The results for March pro-
vided a mixed picture regarding
the outlook for the Indian man-
ufacturing sector,” S&P Global
said. “Companies remained
confident on average, with 28%
forecasting output growth in
the year ahead and 1% expecting
a contraction.”

Services PMI data for Febru-
ary will be released on April 5.

PepsiCo to invest
21,266 cr for flavour

mig facility in MP

Suneera Tandon
suneera.t@htlive.com

PepsiCo India on Tuesday
announced an investment of
1,266 crore to build a new fla-
vour manufacturing facility in
Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, aimed
at expanding the company’s bev-
erage production capacity in
India.

The facility in Ujjain will mark
PepsiCo India’s second such
manufacturing site in the coun-
try, intended to produce bever-
age flavours “In India, for India.”
PepsiCo currently operates a
similar plant in Channo, Punjab.

The construction of the Ujjain
plant is scheduled to begin in
2024, with its completion
expected by the first quarter of
2026.

PepsiCo’s beverage bottling
operations in India primarily
rest with Varun Beverages Ltd,
one of the company’s largest bot-
tlers globally.

“Bolstering the ‘Make in India’
vision, the new flavour manufac-
turing facility will champion sus-
tainability... Through meaningful
engagement, our goal is to work
towards comprehensive devel-
opment, contributing to the
holistic advancement and wel-
fare of the communities we
serve,” said Jagrut Kotecha, chief
executive officer, PepsiCo India
& South Asia.

This announcement comes as
part of PepsiCo's broader strat-
egy to enhance its production
capabilities in India’s growing
packaged food and beverage sec-
tor. In recent years, other multi-
national corporations, including
Nestle and Mondelez, have also
increased their investments in
India, driven by the rising
demand for their products. For
instance, Nestle inaugurated a
food processing unit in Odisha
worth ¥894.10 crore last year,
and Mondelez has committed to
investing 4,000 crore in India
over four years.

PepsiCo currently operates a
similar plant in Channo,
Punjab. AP

PepsiCo India itself has been
actively investing in the country.
Last year, the company
announced a X778 crore invest-
ment to establish a food manu-
facturing plant in Assam,
expected to become operational
in 2025, Additionally, in 2022,
PepsiCo India had announced a
186 crore investment to expand
its largest greenfield food manu-
facturing facility in Kosi Kalan,
Mathura, Uttar Pradesh, which
produces Lay’s potato chips.

Varun Beverages, meanwhile,
in its 2023 annual report had dis-
closed plans to enhance produc-
tion capacities for juices and val-
ue-added dairy products within
the year.

Talking about the new unit,
George Kovoor, senior vice pres-
ident, Beverages, PepsiCo India,
said, “We aim to ramp up the
production of our beverages to
meet the rising demand in the
country.”

In the fiscal year 2023, Pep-
siCo India reported a surge in its
profit to 255 crore from X27.8
crore in the previous year, as per
filings with the Registrar of
Companies,

Revenue soared 28.5% on year
to 8,128 crore, driven by robust
sales of both its food and bever-
age products, which include
Lay's chips and the Pepsi, Mir-
inda, and Tropicana beverage
brands.

Searing heat boosts

Bloomberg

feedback@livemint.com

A sizzling heat wave in large
parts of the country will raise
concerns for India’s policymak-
ers already grappling with
sticky inflation, potentially
pushing back the timing for
interest rate cuts, economists
said.

The nation’s weather office
on Monday predicted hotter-
than-usual temperatures
across the country in the three-
month period through June,
with a high probability of heat

THERBI HAS KEPT
I'TS BENCHMARK
RATE UNCHANGED
FOR SIXSTRAIGHT
POLICY MEETINGS

wave episodes lasting as long
as 10 to 20 days in certain
regions.

“A heat wave could poten-
tially slow the disinflation
process and keep prices of veg-
etables elevated,” Teresa John,
an economist at Nirmal Bang
Institutional Equities Pvt, said

RBI case to wait on rate cuts

by phone. “Our base case for
interest rate cuts was June, but
now August or October seems
more likely,” she said.

The pace of inflation in India
has remained above the central
bank’s 4% target for the last few
months, giving policymakers
reason to remain cautious. The
Reserve Bank of India has kept
its benchmark rate unchanged
for six straight policy meetings
and is scheduled to hold its
next monetary policy review on
Apr. 5.

Governor Shaktikanta Das
has said rate cuts won't even be

considered until the RBI is sure
price growth has settled dura-
bly around its goal. India’s
strong economic growth in the
October-December quarter is
another reason for policymak-
ers to stay on guard. India’s
economy is estimated to have
expanded 8% or higher in the
fiscal year ended in March,
with officials predicting over
7% growth in the current finan-
cial year.

The extreme weather out-
look however could put pres-
sure on the agriculture sector
ahead of nationwide polls in

three weeks, in which Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
seeking a third consecutive
term in office. India’s farm sec-
tor, which employs close to half
of the nation’s working popula-
tion, contracted 0.8% in the
final three months of 2023.

“We expect rural demand is
likely to stay cautious,” Aditi
Nayar, an economist with ICRA
Ltd., said by phone, adding that
the central bank will watch
these developments closely.
She expects the RBI to com-
mence monetary easing only
after October.

BYJU'S SACKS 500
STAFF, MORE MAY
LEAVE AS PAYROLL
CRISIS DEEPENS

Priyamvada C.

privamvada.c@livemint.com

MUMBAL: Debt-laden Byju's on
Tuesday laid off more than 500
people, and is likely to witness
more departures due to delayed
salary payments for three con-
secutive months.

“We are in the final stages of
a business restructuring exer-
cise announced in October 2023
to simplify operating structures,
reduce the cost base, and better
cash flow management,” a com-
pany spokesperson said.

In recent months, the escalat-
ing HR crisis and doubts about
its sustainability prompted
around 1,500 employees to leave
the company.

The company is going
through “an extraordinary situ-
ation” due to “the ongoing liti-
gation with four foreign inves-
tors, where every employee and
the ecosystem is going through
tremendous stress, given the
present circumstances”, Byju'’s
said.

Its employee count currently
stands at around 13,000, down
from nearly 15,000 at the end of
2023.

While announcing a salary
delays for March, the edtech
firm on Monday cited issues
with disbursements, and
squarely blamed the “foreign
investors” for its financial woes.

Since the beginning of this
year, Byju's has faced challenges
in paying salaries.

While it managed to clear the
dues for January, it has only
partially paid February salaries
so far.

The company will settle the
dues after receiving funds from
the rights issue, it said.

The firm has also vacated its
offices nationwide, retaining
only its headquarters at IBC
Knowledge Park in Bengaluru,
as part of cost-cutting meas-
ures, according to media
reports.

This decision was one of sev-
eral resolutions aimed at tack-
ling governance, financial mis-
management, and compliance
issues at Byju's, along with initi-
ating changes in the company’s
leadership.

DGCA seceks daily report on
Vistara ﬂlght cancellations

Anu Sharma

anu.sharma@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has asked Vistara to submit daily
reports on the flights that are
being cancelled and delayed, as
the regulator monitors disrup-
tions at the airline facing mas-
sive flight cancellations due to
the unavailability of pilots.

On Tuesday, at least 52 flights
of the full-service carrier were
cancelled. Pilots at the airline are
calling in sick en masse to pro-
test the uniform pay structure
between Air India and Vistara
pilots being implemented under
the ongoing merger exercise,
sources said. They said that the
relationship between the airline
and some pilots soured after the
carrier issued an ultimatum to
them to sign on the uniform pay
structure, which effectively
reduced their salaries.

Amid the ongoing turbulence,
PTI, citing sources, reported that
at least 15 pilots recently quit
Vistara and joined a domestic
low-cost carrier,

Under the transition in the
run-up to Vistara's merger with
Air India, the two airlines were
brought on a uniform pay struc-
ture from March. As per the new
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The civil aviation ministry is also monitoring the situation of

Vistara flight cancellations.

structure, the pilots of Vistara
get a fixed salary for 40 hours
instead of 70 hours earlier. In
addition, they will receive pay-
ment in lieu of extra flying hours
and rewards will also be given
based on the years of service
with the airline.

In view of the flight disrup-
tions, the DGCA has asked the
airline to submit daily informa-
tion and details on flights that
are being cancelled and delayed.
The DGCA has also asked the
airline to ensure that the rele-
vant provisions of civil aviation
requirements (CAR) regarding
facilities to be provided to pas-
sengers by airlines due to denied
boarding, cancellation of flights
and delays in flights are com-

REUTERS

plied with. Also, advance infor-
mation, an option of refund,
compensation (if applicable) etc.
ought to be made available.

“DGCA officials are monitor-
ing the situation to ensure com-
pliance of above-mentioned CAR
and minimize passenger incon-
venience, the regulator said.

The airline had said on Mon-
day that it would cut flights over
the next few days after facing
disruption due to unavailability
of pilots. On Monday, nearly 50
flights of Vistara were cancelled.
“..we have decided to tempora-
rily reduce the number of flights
we operate, to ensure adequate
connectivity across our net-
work,” a Vistara spokesperson
had told Mint.

Beer makers cheer as Indla braces for a hot summer

Varuni Khosla
Varuni.K@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Beer makers are bet-
ting that a hotter-than-usual
summer with little precipitation
will more than make up for the
dry days during the upcoming
national elections.

Breweries are optimistic
about 2024 after a 10% year-on-
year drop in industry sales vol-
umes last year, hurt by unsea-
sonal rains during the summer
months.

“There were rains last year
that wiped out the demand.
There should be limited rainfall
till the summer this year. When
it rains, people normally don’t
drink beer,” DeVANS Modern
Breweries Ltd’s chairperson and
managing director Prem Dewan
told Mint. The company makes
Godfather and Six Fields beers.

Breweries are optimistic about 2024 after a 10% year-on-year
drop in industry volumes last year.

The company recently signed
two production tie-ups in Uttar
Pradesh’s Barabanki region, and
in Assam, scaling its production
to six states. With this, the com-
pany expects to increase its
capacity from six to 10 million
cases by the end of 2025. The
beer maker earlier had no tie-
ups in Assam, Arunachal Pra-
desh and Tamil Nadu, but was

MINT

supplying to these states
through its existing units.

Another major challenge for
the industry is navigating the
complexities of state-specific
duties and high freight costs.
This means that most beer man-
ufacturers need to set up local
production units to be able to
keep costs down.

United Breweries Ltd (UBL),

the entity behind Iﬁnghsher and
Heineken beers, remains posi-
tive about the upcoming season
despite the likely supply disrup-
tions as a result of the elections.
“Considering the evolving eco-
nomic landscape and changing
consumer preferences, we main-
tain an optimistic outlook for the
upcoming summer, anticipating
a high single-digit growth for the
beer industry compared to the
previous year. However, we do
anticipate certain supply chain
disruptions stemming from the
restrictions imposed by states
during elections,” Vivek Gupta,
CEO of United Breweries, told
Mint.

As per a recent report by rat-
ing agency Icra, beer companies
will witness a 9-11% year-on-year
increase in revenue in 2024,
largely led by a 4-6% growth in
volumes. The agency said it
expects the industry to witness

good sales in the April-June
quarter in anticipation of a hot
summer compared to the previ-
ous year, which had encoun-
tered unseasonal rainfall. Addi-
tionally, prices of barley, which
is a key raw material for beer,
are expected to remain fairly sta-
ble, boosting prospects for beer
makers. However, packaging
costs may increase, as alumin-
ium, which forms the base for a
can’s price, and soda ash, which
determines glass bottle prices,
peaked in 2022 and 2023. Since
then, aluminum prices have sof-
tened marginally, and soda ash
prices have corrected 20% year-
on-year in the nine months
through December of FY24,
brightening prospects for beer
makers. Meanwhile, the hospi-
tality sector faces uncertainties
due to election-related dry days
and this may affect on-premise
alcohol sales.

CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS

first (6)
4 He may cut a fine figure (8)
12 Depression in celebrating Lent (4)

14 Like to take one to a continent (4)

23 Cattle without water (4)
24 Spending some surplus in gold (5)

why? (3,2,3)
29 Qutstanding work of art (6}
30 Two music-makers dance (8)

15 | leave the older Spaniard (5)

position (6)
26 Roadwork sign? (4)
27 Be a socially acceptable lover (4)

{ THE CROSSWORDS |

1 Support an attempt to back a horse to come

9 No notice is required should you wish todo it (6) [z 13
10 Striking claim by a working model (8)

13 It may hold together broken china (5)

17 She provides matemnal care for a small charge

(6,6) -
20 Profession in which people are sure to takean % s
interest {12)
23 24

25 Classical maid who always had the last word (4)
28 Completely out of port and unable to explain

11 He may have stacks of work to do (75)

16 French currency sounds reasonable (5)
18 What destructive mice get up to with the fish (8)
19 Mot many virtuous? Quite a lot in fact (14,3)

21 How a witness appears to Noah in disguise (24) 75
22 A tradesman has trouble occupying a high 28 Arousing pity (8)

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTIONS (16823)
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31 Not many people with a dog will keep one

indoors (6)
DOWN QUICK CLUES
1 Leaving as a result of being fired (5.3)
2 Fool's speech in production of Lear (8) Alflrl}ﬂﬁiﬂ (6)
3 Unusual way to serve meat (4) 4 Ui? E::m (8)
5 Inherit property like a pilot may do? (4,4,4) 9 REEJE?[E]I
6 Spoil the sound of an instrument (4) 10 Sailing ship (8)
7 Desire a new T-shirt (6} 12 Contemptible person (4)
8 Black rock (6) 13 Indistinct (5)

14 Vigorous spirit (4)

(6,24)
20 Deeply involved (2,2.4,4)
23 On opponents’ ground (4)
24 Vile smell (5)
Preliminary round (4)

29 Discover intuitively (6)
30 Similar things (8)
3N Cause resentment (6)

17 Opportune corrective measure © 11

. DOWN
{1 Foretell (8)
2 German airship designer (8)
3 Endure (4)
: 5 Unsurpassed (6,2,4)
: 6 Be ominously close (4)
: 7 Confused mass (6)
i 8 Inthe course of (6)
Flatter grossly (3,2,2,5)
: 15 Opportunity for action (5)
i 16 Break into pieces (5)
: 18 Independent-minded person
(8)
: 19 In a manner of speaking (2,24)
i 21 University grounds (6)
i 22 North European sea (6)
: 26 Loud ringing of bells (4)
i 27 Prima donna (4)
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Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1to 9.

{ WEATHER }
TEMPERATURE »HIGH »LOW
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
Generally cloudy Generally cloudy
sky with light rain | shy
or drizzile

35° | 18°% | 36°c|20°%

ALMANAC
Today is
3rd April 2024
+ BB Ramadan, 1445
o 09 Chaitra, Knshna
Paksha, 09
s Samvat 2080 :
X+ Sunset: Wednesday
at-06:40 p.m.

FRIDAY
Generally cloudy
sky with light rain

: Sunrise: Thursday
or drizzle

at 06:07 a.m.

<) Moonset: Wednesday
at12:40 p.m.
Moonrise: Thursday
at 03:09 am.

35°% | 20°¢

TEMPERATURE IN
FOUR METROS

Delhi

? 35°% [ 18°%
Mumbai
32° | 23°%
Kolkata
I7% | 27%

Chennai
36°¢ | 26°c
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DELHI HC DIRECTS
|OA TO EXPLAIN
WHY WRESTLING
AD HOC BODY
WAS DISSOLVED

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
on Tuesday directed the Indian
Olympic Association (I0A) to file
an affidavit indicating the circum-
stances in which it dissolved the ad
hoc committee for wrestling last
month. “Why did you revoke the
ad hoc body? Just one fine day
you got up and decided that we
will remove the ad hoc body. Tell
me what is the reason. You file
an affidavit. Who takes these
decisions? The director who
takes the decision will have to be
personally present,” a bench of
justice Sachin Datta told the law-
yer who appeared for I10A.

“ThelOA isalso directed to file
an affidavit indicating the circum-
stances in which the office order
dated March 18, 2024 came to be
issued whereby the ad hoc com-
mittee appointed on December 27,
2023 has been dissolved. Let the
director concerned of the IOA also
be present before the courton the
next date of hearing,” the court
said in its order.

The court was considering an
application filed by four wrestlers
including Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist Bajrang Punia after the
[0A dissolved the ad hoc commit-
tee on March 18 saying that there
was “no further need” for it to run.
In its office order, I10A had stated
that the decision to dissolve the ad
hoc committee had come after the
lifting of the ban on WFI by the
United World Wrestling (UWW)
and the successful completion of
selection trials by the ad hoc com-
mittee.

The ad hoc committee was con-
stituted by the I0A on the direc-
tions of the union sports ministry
on December 27 after the ministry
suspended the Wrestling Federa-
tion of India (WFTI).

In the application, the wrestlers
also including Vinesh Phogat, Sak-
shi Malik and her husband Satya-
wart Kadian had sought directions
to the union sports ministry tonot
revoke the suspension of WFI dur-
ing the pendency of its plea to
declare the federation’s December
21, 2023 elections asillegal.

The siblings hoping to take

the Candidates by a storm

Susan Ninan

susan.ninan@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: The preparatory
camps are over, prayers have
been offered, the jet lag is wear-
ing off and only a day separates
Indian Grandmaster siblings R
Vaishali and R Praggnanandhaa
and the biggest tournament of
their young careers so far.

The Candidates in Toronto
that will decide the challenger
to the world chess champion
will have their first rounds
played outon April 4 (midnight
IST).

The first-ever brother-sister
duo in the tournament’s history
is psyching themselves to sum-
mon their optimal states of
mind. The siblings — aged 22
and 18 — arrived in Toronto a
couple of days ago and have
each other’s back for last-min-
ute pep chats and what-have-
yous.

“It’s a good opportunity for
me...If I win it will be very good.
I'll give it my best and if a great
result comes, I'll take it,” said
Praggnanandhaa, "But it's not
something I should chase right
now. I'm trying to treat it as just
another tournament and play. I
don't feel like I'm under pres-
sure, even if things don't go
well.”

He’s a lot more certain about
his older sister’s prospects. "1
said it before the Grand Swiss
(which Vaishali went on to win)
that if she plays well, she can
dominate the tournament. And
that happened. I think it's possi-
ble here (Candidates) too. She
has the strength and ability to
play at a very high level.”

Vaishali has been training to
recreate a “Grand Swiss” (her
biggest tournament win in
November last year) state of
mind. I play my best when I'm
just enjoying my game without
pressure or overthinking
results,” she said. “Of course, at
the back of my head, I know it’s
the Candidates and it's going to

R Praggnanandhaa

Elo: 2747
2022:

Became the third Indian player (after Anand and
Harikrishna) to win a game against Carlsen inany

time format

=== = = == ==

Beat GM Ding Liren at Tata Steel Chess Masters
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Became only the seocnd Indian after Anand to

reach a Chess World Cup final

R Vaishali

Elo: 2475

2023:

Became one of the
top 15 women chess
players in the world.

______________________

Won the FIDE Grand

Swiss to become a
Candidate for the Women's
World Championships.
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Earned her Grandmaster title and joined
R Praggnanandhaa to become the first
ever brother-sister pair to become GMs.
Also they are the first-ever brother-sis-

ter pair to play the Candidates

be tough to act like it doesn't
matter.”

For Praggnanandhaa it's
about striking the middle path.
“If I'm too relaxed, I can’t focus.
If I've too much pressure then
it's the same thing. Finding that
balance is important for me.”

At the recent Prague Masters,
Pragenanandhaa’s 47-game
unbeaten streak in classical
chess was broken. “If you
haven’tlostin a long time, you

tend to forget the feeling of los-
ing. So, when it happened it hit
differently. But I was quick to
recover. | felt bad for maybe like
five minutes.” It’s sure to come
in handy in a long, difficult tour-
nament such as the Candidates.

Mentor RB Ramesh talks
about drilling in this attitude
early. "Handling losses the
wrong way is tough to unlearn
later in life. It's something we
were careful about right from

early years. It's also easier for
young players to have a quicker
recovery since they aren't carry-
ing a huge burden of past per-
formances.”

Roughly 300 Elo apart, Vais-
hali said she finds it amazing
that her brother who's the
stronger player (Elo 2747), is
always ready to talk about the
game — irrespective of his
mood, energy levels or time of
the day. "He’s just so passionate,

[ can talk to him about the game
anytime. Sometimes when he
asks me stuff when I'm really
tired, I don’t answer properly,”
she laughed, “It's been good to
see how he goes about prepara-
tion.”

Praggnanandhaa finds the
idea of having a sibling around
to talk chess comforting. “We
discuss a lot of chess and it
helps us both in making open-
ing decisions. When things
aren’'t going great or when
theyre going too great, it's nice
to have someone to turn around
to who knows you so well...now-
adays I'm stealing her opening
ideas,” he laughed.

For the first time, the Candi-
dates will have their Open and
Women's competitions taking
place concurrently at the same
venue. It will allow the siblings
to steal glances at each other’s
boards during the games.

Vaishali talks about the time
at the Prague Masters when she
finished her game and went
over to look at her brother's
board. It was just after he'd
blundered and lost to Richard
Rapport.

"I thought the Kings were
placed incorrectly at first. I'd
seen he was winning earlier but
[ gotinto some time trouble and
when I had a look later, the
game had finished and he'd lost.
[ was shocked.”

To call upon divine powers so
they are in for good games and
fewer shocks, parents Ramesh-
babu and Nagalakshmi made a
trip to a temple in Andhra Pra-
desh to offer prayers a couple of
weeks ago.

At the Candidates, the
women will play shorter time
control than the men (90 mins
for first 40 moves, as opposed to
120 mins in Open) and Vaishali
is somewhat relieved she won't
perhaps be blindsided by her
sibling’s results this time.

“This time Pragg is probably
going to have that problem,” she
laughed.

Bindyarani clinches
bronze in lifting WC

HT Correspondent

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s Bindyarani
Devi won bronze in 55kg at the
weightlifting world cup in Phu-
ket. Competing in non-Olympic
55kg weight class, Devi lifted a
total of 196 kg to finish third, She
recorded lift of 83kg in snatch
and 113 kg in clean and jerk.

North Korea's Gyong Hyon
Kang (234kg) won gold while
Romanian Mihaela-Valentina
Cambei came second with a lift
of 201kg.

Devi has two medals in com-
monwealth championships and
a silver medal in Birmingham
Commonwealth Games in 55kg.
Devi had switched to an Olym-
pics weight (59kg) for the 2022
world championships but fin-

GETTY

Bindyarani Devi.

ished 25th. Currently she is
ranked 29th in 59kg Olympic
qualification rankings and is out
of reckoning for Paris Olympics.
A maximum of 12 athletes will
compete in each weight category
established at Paris Games.

FIR lodged against Delhi
UI9 cricketer for age fraud

HT Correspondent

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An FIR has been
lodged against an under-19 Delhi
cricketer and his parents for pro-
ducing “forged and fabricated”
birth record to secure a place in
the state team.

The age-fraud complaint was
filed by Anand Singh at IP Estate
police station on March 30 claim-
ing that the U19 player and his
parents “forged and fabricated his
birth records while concealing his
actual date of birth.” It alleged
that on the basis of such a docu-
ment the cricketer appeared for
trials of the Ul9 Delhi team in
2021-22 and got selected for Delhi.

The complainant also alleged
that the secretary of the Delhi Dis-
trict Cricket Association whowas
supposed to “conduct due dili-
gence including checking of Aad-
har card history of the candidate
deliberately ignored the record as
Aadhar history of the player
would have revealed change in
date of birth.”

The FIR said that as per BCCI
norms any player who is born

after 01.09.2002 was eligible to
play U-19 cricket in its tourna-
ments, The actual date of birth of
the player is 19.03.2002, alleged
the complainant while attaching
Facebook posts in which his
father has wished birthday to his
son for three years on this date.
However, his date of birth was
presented as 30.10.2002 in docu-
ments submitted for selection, the
complainant has submitted.

To counter the menace of age
fraud, BCCI has adopted a volun-
tary disclosure scheme for regis-
tered players in 2020-21. “Under
this scheme, players who volun-
tarily declare they have manipu-
lated their date of birth by sub-
mitting fake documents in the
past will not be suspended.

“However, if registered players
do not disclose the facts and are
found to have submitted fake/
tampered DOB proof documents
by BCCI, then they will be banned
for two years, and after comple-
tion of 2-year suspension, they
will not be allowed to participate
in age-group meets of BCCI as
well as age group events orga-
nised by state units,” as per BCCL

INSTITUTE OF NANO SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, MOHALI

(An Autonomous Institute of Department of Science and Technology, Gol)
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SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General Public is hereby informed that
one person Namely: Vishal Mishra, S/o:
Shambhu Nath Mishra, R/o: H.No. 359,
Street No. 4, Meethapur, Sai Nagar, New
Delhi has been Kidnapped since
16.03.2024 at 08:00 am from the area
of PS Jaitpur, Delhi. In this regard a DD
No. 36A dated 16.03.2024 has been
registered at P.S. Jaitpur, Delhi. The
description of the missing person are as under:- Age: 27 years,
Height: 5' 6", Complexion: Wheatish, Face: Round, ID
Mark: Mentally Weak, Built: Thin, Wearing: White colour
T-shirt and blue colour jeans. Sincere efforts have been made
by local police to trace out the missing person but no clue has
come to light so far. Any person having any information or clue
aboutthis missing person kindly inform to the following.
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PARICHHA THERMAL POWER PROJECT, PARICHHA JHANSI

E-Tender Notice
1. E-Tender- N-PAR/B/MMC1/PD01/6000005069 “Supply of
PVC Sheet in PTPP Parichha Jhansi.” Estimated Cost Rs.
14,50,000.00 EMD Rs. 20,000.00 e-bid Submission dt.:
20.04.2024 up to 09:00 AM.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
(See Section 82 Cr. PC)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Vikash Singal S/o Vipin Kumar Singal R/o
H.No. B-28, Kailash Colony, New Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
218/18,Dt 19.12.2018 U/s 174 AIPC at PS: Greater Kailash-
1, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused Vikash Singal can not
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused Vikash Singal has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Vikash
Singal of FIR No. 218/18, Dt 19.12.2018 U/s 174 A IPC of
PS: Greater Kailash-1, Delhi is required to appear before
this court to answer the said complaint on or before

g Knowledge City, Sector 81, SAS Nagar, Mohali-140306, Punjab

NST Date: 02.04.2024

Walk-in-Interview (Offline & Online)

Institute invites eligible candidates for Walk-in-Interview on 29.04.2024 at 10.00 a.m. for
engagement of a Junior Research Feliow (JRF) on contractual basis under SERB funded
project entitled "Computational design of 2D materials and their interfaces for a high out-
of-plane piezoelectricity”. For details, candidate may visit https:/finst.ac.in/careers

2.E-Tender- N-PAR/B/MMC1/PD01/6000004794 “Solenoid
valve for Ash Handling Plant.” Estimated Cost Rs.
6,20,000.00 EMD Rs. 8,000.00 e-bid Submission dt.:
15.04.2024 up to 04:00 PM.

3. E-Tender- ET-07/CMD2/PTPP/2023-24 “Miscellaneous
Civil works in Power House at PTPP Parichha.” Estimated
Cost Rs. 36,48,145.00 EMD Rs. 73,000.00 e-bid Submission
dt.: 15.04.2024 up to 12:00 PM.

4.E-Tender- N-PAR/C/OMCS5/CHD1/6000004876_00 “Annual
Rate Contract for routine maintenance and replacement

Vishal Mishra
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5. E-Tender- N-PAR/C/OMC2/BMD2/6000005037_00 “Round forore wfa

the clock Contingency work feeding auxiliaries of milling farew ot o 3“.5“ T

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr.PC.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Gulzar S/o Ahmed R/o H.No. 4571 Ajit Nagar, Gali No. 4
Dharampura, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in Case FIR No. 1115/2015 U/s
279/337 IPC & 3/181 MV Act at PS Madhu Vihar, Delhi and
it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused Gulzar can not be found and whereas
it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused

circuit for handling of sticky wet coal during rainy season in
unit no. 5 and 6 of 2x250 MW PTPP Parichha.” Estimated
Cost Rs. 3,81,780.00 EMD Rs. 7,000.00 e-bid Submission dt.:
10.04.2024 up to 12:00 PM.

6. E-Tender- N-PAR/C/OMC2/BMD2/6000005065_00 “Round
the clock maintenance of pulverized fuel pipeline of milling
system of Unit 5§ and 6, 2x250 MW, CTPS Parichha.”
Estimated Cost Rs. 22,12,701.00 EMD Rs 35,000.00 e-bid
Submission dt.: 12.04.2024 up to 12:00 PM. 2
7. E-Tender- N-PAR/C/OMC2/TMD/6000005017_00 “Bearing
Inspection of TG Bearing No. 1 TG Bearing No. 2 of TG Set of

NORTHERN RAILWAY P —

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE Ak Mahotsay

The Sr. Divisional Engineer-lll, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for
the following work.
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1.| Name of
Work

Repair and strengthening of ROBs RUB & Girder bridges
in the section of SSE/W/DLI under ADEN/DLI.

Rs.1,19,93,487.37/-(Rupees One Crore Nineteen Lakh Ninety Three
Thousand Four Hundred Eighty Seven and Thirty Seven paise only)

Rs. 2,10,000/- (Two Lakh Ten Thousand Rupees)

Approx. Cost
.| of work

3.| Earnest Money
to be Deposited

Unit no. 6, 2x250 MW, CTPS, Parichha.” Estimated Cost Rs.| ||4.| Cost of tender document e ook JeRITTe oI & &1 3rd e @ | Gulzar has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
11,50,469.00 EMD Rs 12,000.00 e-bid Submission dt.: 5. E:‘t:: ::;"::gi;::;‘:i:ﬁ::: .| SRH2024 611500 Hrs, fergrer e, service of the said warrant).
11.04.2024 up to 04:00 5[ Website particulars where complete i forem witer Wam 2T, weAn Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Gulzar

8. E-Tender- ET-19/CMD4/PTPP/2023-24 “Two Years long
Maintenance Works of 19750 Nos. Saplings by PTPP
Parichha.” Estimated Cost Rs. 12,12,876.00 EMD Rs.

details of tender documents can be seen.

of FIR No. 1115/2015 U/s 279/337 IPC & 3/181 MV Act at PS
Madhu Vihar, Delhi is required to appear before this court to

» The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement
system (IREPS) site i.e. wwwi.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender

24 £00.00 6-bid Submission dt - 16.04.2024 ub to 12:00 PM system. * For all terms and conditions please refer tender document, answer the said complaint on or before 20.07.2024.
’ UU e-DIad oubmission di.: 1o.U4. uptois: : * No manual offers are acceptable. « Cost of tender document and Earnest FTETT m sfirtaT. arEaETTE o faar I - VIe¥ TEA
i . N “Ra. money will be acceptable through net banking or payment gateway [=]# [=] 3 ) E T, 9 - ¥ { By Order
g'_ E-Tender- N PAH!CID!A\‘I‘CEICHDSFEDBDDB4931_UQ _ e only. No.128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT/01/2024-25/W-3 % i femten:- 01.04.2024 Udbhav Kumar Jain
winding of different capacities of L.T Motors, Re-shafting of Dated: 01.04.2024 & T FFeE g0 S ffEe gam wem 06/2023-24 T3 FEE 1172 fEiE 12.03.2024 790

Metropolitan Magistrate-04
Room No. 37, Karkardooma courts, Delhi

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that an
unidentified woman (depicted in the photo) name:
unknown, residence and family is unknown
was found in Railway Track Sadar Bazar side
near DLT (NDLS 1106) on 30.03.2024 she was
admitted in LHMC Hospital and she was
declared dead by doctors on 30.03.2024. In this
regard a DD No. 13-A, U/s 174 CrPC, Dated
30.03.2024 has been registered at PS New
Delhi Railway Station, Delhi. The Dead body
has been preserved in LHMC Hospital Mortuary,
Delhifor 72 hrs. for Identification. His physical description is as under:-
Sex: Female, Age: 30-35 years, Height: 5' 2" ft., Complexion: Fair,
Face: Round, Injury: Whose both legs were amputated above the
knee and the right leg was severed, Built: Medium, Wearing: Yellow
colour Suit-Salwar.

Any person having any information or clue about the deceased may
kindly inform to the undersigned on the following address or telephone
numbers:- SHO

PS: New Delhi Rly. Stn., Delhi

977i24

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

weafera ffeer o Freepam o fean s 2 | saee @ fraea 2 e aegam fafaesed § am e

Damaged rotor and other miscellaneous works in LT &V
HoTTa faies /9T

Motors and Overhauling/Re-Insulation of Suspended
magnet/In Line magnetic separator at different conveyors
in Coal Handling Plant, PTPP.” Estimated Cost Rs.
28,97,202.00 EMD Rs. 60,000.00 e-bid Submission dt.:

1242020 U] (GUEUI PN See Section 82 Cr. P. C. (i 13.03.2024 (Fear)  H|(FFa) H 01.05.2024 (F741) TH 6.00 T3 7F |

10. E-Tender- N-PAR/B/MMC1/PD01/6000004989 “Supply of |  |\Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused e s o B
Misc. Electrical items in PTPP Parichha Jhansi.” Estimated . , 7% |
Cost Rs. 11,00,000.00 EMD Rs. 20,000.00 e-bid Submission| |P€SOn namely Vinod Sio Sh. Sita Ram Rio G-278, Sultanpuri, 3 [T T TS S ) el oy o T e S 03.05.50%9

dt.: 20.04.2024 up to 09:00 AM. Delhi, have committed (or is suspected to have committed) the 02.04.2024 (HIER ) TG 05.00|(FHAT) TG 03.00 7 Frelerd e s

a5t FraeE seeltgm sfvda A b e ve IsEp
NOTE:- Total Quality of work, tender specification and other offence under FIR. No. 713/20 U/s 12/9/55 IPC., has been registered & T AR
terms & conditions is as per tender document available on the e- at P.S. Raj Park, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest 4. |Afer ek /erert AR/ RISL ek wffeciieh 02.05.2024 (TEIC) AP 5.00 T 7 fafear
tender portal our website www.etender.up.nic.in & s iesved sl asaii Vined canrcibe fund andivh A I feetieh Td weEr T ST A6 S g S
uprvunl.org. Bidders are advised to visit the website regularly SRR R o e . e
it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said, Vinod has

A i arEatE Fam faam vz wEeE
for updated information from time to time.
gHAi® : 79/ <logwosio—vo / dididfidt / f¢11® 02.04.2024 absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant). 5

H S A S O 2, 79 03.05.2024 (IERAE)
"Save Electricity for Nation"
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Vinod of FIR.

T: 11.00 T4 7% 39 FAE § wEfan oo

sfadgm st o fasm ave Sfea % W 9
EgEadeu it Eienikd

No. 713/20 U/s 12/9/55 IPC., registered at P.S. Raj Park, Delhi is

required to appear before this court to answer the said complaint on

or before 25.05.2024.

DP/3696/ED/2024

Hiemea Ffas v e 571 o) siferds e o faes =1 arfi 13.03.2024

'k
PRDCLAMATION REQUIRING THE 13,03.2024 (F99F ) 9 01,04.2024|(F941) ¥ 01.05.2024 (961 ) 94 6.00 T4

( AER ) HE 6.00 F9 TF | T |
2. |siienEa fafee wrd = e =t sifan|aies ffas o 5 e =i T 13.03.2024

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

|difafen w1 feRiw 27.03.2024)MFAfEy % BAiF 29.04.2024 (99ER) 99 4 T4
(Foar) 9 11 a9 FEeE AdwmETaeE sdRm afvda wiAE. g9a vt awp
s MR g9 =
7 fafeer 9 sl e s faamon v i 2araa |
MIB Code: PWD2324A5089

UBN No.: 1. PWD2324W50B22242
4. PWD2324W50822247

2. PWD2324W50B22243 3. PWD2324WS0B22245

5. PWD2324WS0B22248 6. PWD2324WS0B22250 Website: http://cbi.nic.in

By Order @m g smae) | | E-mail: cicebi@cbi.nic.in Ph.: 011-23744073
Ms. Ebbani Aggarwal, MM, seftgror afwrdar| | Tel. No.: 011-23014046/23015218 Mob.: 8750871305
DP/3763/0D/2024 (NW) Rohini Courts, Delhi ardsifres Frfor fovr, ge-vree 5@ | | Fax No.: 011-23011334 DP/3838/Rly/2024
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RCB's tamed batting blown

away by the pace of Mayank

Fast bowler dismisses
Maxwell, Green and
Patidar after Pooran
and de Kock help LSG
to 181 in a 28-run win

Somshuvra Laha

somshuvra.laha@htlive.com

KOLKATA: Catches win matches,
but so do other things. Krunal
Pandya may want to forget the
spilled catch that triggered a
promising resistance from Rajat
Patidar, or Deepak Hooda the
missed run out of Mahipal Lom-
ror who raised hopes with a scin-
tillating counterattack. Nicholas
Pooran however held his share of
catches apart from affecting a bril-
liant run out as Lucknow Super
Giants beat Royal Challengers
Bengaluru by 28 runs at Benga-
luru on Tuesday:.

On a greenish but two-
paced pitch, Quinton de
Kock tempered his
instincts to carve a 56-ball
81 before Marcus Stoinis
and Pooran provided a
late order surge in the

IPL

point onwards. More misery came
their way when Yadav surprised
Cameron Green with a length ball
outside off that straightened and
beat him for pace to disturb his
off-stump.

Had it not been for Patidar’s
vigil, RCB's innings could have
gone further south after that dis-
missal. But Anuj Rawat couldn’t
getstarted at all, taking up 21 balls
to score just 11, making the
required run rate soar till some-
thing had to give. Rawat and Pati-
dar fell in quick succession but
Lomror infused some life into the
chase, hitting 64 and 6 off Yash
Thakur in the 16th over. Thakur
though removed Lomror with a
fuller ball that he couldn’t club
past Pooran in the deep, and that
was that for RCB’s chase.

RCB could have been chasing
less, but it was also a curious
innings from LSG in many ways.
Fifty runs from the last five overs
isn’t par any more in IPL,
more so when 30 of those
came from five hits off
Pooran’s bat. Not many
teams can brag about
bowling fifty plus dot balls
in an innings, certainly
not RCB who have a

form of seven sixes. rather unfortunate his-

Once again stealing the 2 024 tory of never getting their
show however was speed- bowling rosters right. And
ster Mayank Yadav, clock- it seemed to go that way
ing 156 kph this time, dis- too when Mayank Dagar

missing Patidar, Glenn Maxwell
and Cameron Green and almost
getting Dinesh Karthik; but more
significantly, finishing with an
impressive economy of 3.5. The
21-year-old just built on his sensa-
tional 3/27 against Punjab Kings
three days earlier on his debut.

Half the job however was
already done within the first Pow-
erplay. And it all began with the
dismissal of Virat Kohli, Master-
ing the chase is the chief reason
Kohli is still considered for white-
ball selection but that reputation
could have taken a small hit on
Tuesday after he came down the
pitch and miscued slow left-arm
bowler Manimaran Siddharth to
backward point when the
momentum of that over had
already been set with a boundary
through point off the previous
ball.

Two runs in the next four balls
probably pressed Faf du Plessis
into calling Rajat Patidar for a sin-
gle clipping Yadav towards mid-
wicket but Devdutt Padikkal was
quick to swoop on it and coolly
run him out despite having just
one stump to aim at. Two balls
later, pace got the better of Glenn
Maxwell as he got a top edge off
Yadav trying to pull a 151 kph
delivery. Three wickets, all of the
bigwigs, gonein the space of nine
deliveries and RCB were woefully
behind in the chase from that

and Cameron Green bowled four
back-to-back overs to aggregate
49 runs for RCB's fifth-bowler
quota, almost negating the pres-
sure built up by Glenn Maxwell’s
slow off-breaks.

[t helped Marcus Stoinis and de
Kock release the pressure, as the
two added 56 runs in 30 ballsand
took LSG to a threatening 121/2 in
13 overs. Maxwell returned and
Stoinis looked to have had a meas-
ure of him when he muscled him
over deep midwicket for a huge
siXx. Three balls later though,
Stoinis backed away too early to
pull oft a premeditated hoick, only
to end up being stretched into a
slice to Dagar at point.

This was the time Yash Dayal
and Mohammad Siraj were mix-
ing up the slowers and short balls
well, taking the sting out of the
pulls and drives. De Kock finally
broke the deadlock with two
boundaries but in came Reece
Topley, who removed him with a
back-of-the-hand slower ball ina
two-run over. Badoni gone in the
next over, Pooran had to take
charge and that resulted in five
sixes in the next two overs, giving
LSG’s innings just the flourish
they needed at the end.

Brief scores: LSG 181/5 (Q de
Kock 81, N Pooran 40*; G Maxwell
2/23). RCB153in 19.4 ovs (M
Lomror 33; M Yadav 3/14, N Hag
2/25). LSG won by 28 runs.

His pace was great

but more impressive

was his ability to

control lcnﬂth and

bowl with dlauplmc

[t's pace combined

with accuracy

FAF DU PLESSIS, RCB skipper

»

LSG’s Mayank Yadav clocked the season’s fastest delivery of 156.7kph on way to 3/14 against RCB. Bccl

Chahal creates the right
buzz with flight and guﬂe

Sanjjeev K Samyal

sanjjeev.samyal@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Yuzvendra Chahal’s
place in the all-time list of IPL
greats is secure. With 193 wickets
in 148 games, he is way ahead in
the all-time top wicket-taker’s list.
[t is the result of maintaining a
high strike-rate since making his
debut in 2013. Among the current
players, Rashid Khan is possibly
only one who could have a shot
at his numbers, being at 142
wicketsin 112 games.

The beauty of the leg-spinner’s
craftis the way he goes about set-
ting up the batters. Being a fine
chess player is an advantage for
the spinner but even if you don't
have a chess player’s mind, with
experience you start to under-
stand the game better, gain the
control to execute the plans better.
That's why we are seeing the best
of the leg-spinner from Haryanain
his 30s.

In the last five seasons starting
from 2019, he has finished with 18
wickets twice, 21 twice and 27 in
2022 when he won the Purple Cap
by topping the wicket-taker’s list.

He has made an impressive
start to the new season as well.
After taking 1/25 in three overs ver-
sus Lucknow Super Giants, 2/19
versus Delhi Capitals, he gave a
masterful exhibition of leg-spin
bowling in T20 cricket with 3/11in
four overs against Mumbeai Indi-
ans on Monday. It's not just about
the numbers, he is getting big
breakthroughs with his scalps
including Deepak Hooda, Rishabh
Pant, Hardik Pandya and Tilak
Varma.

His success is down to the
delightful use of the widish deliv-
ery. It foxes many batters and
gives them precious little in their
hitting arc. When they do try to hit,
the ball either goes straight by, or
is a googly or the regular leg-spin-
ner. The variations are endless and
Chahal seems to know just how
and when to use them.

For all his success in the highly
competitive T20 league, Chahal is
vet to get a chance in the T20
World Cup. He has played in only
one ICC World Cup, the 50-over
tournament in 2019. That was a
period when his partnership with
chinaman bowler Kuldeep Yadav
was India’s main spin weapon. But
they didn't have the desired

Yuzvendra Chah al (L) of RR ce.l ebrates a wicket. Bcft

impactat the tournament and the
wrist-spin partmership fizzled out.
In this age of focus on batting
deep, his limited talentisa handi-
cap when it comes to the balance
of the side. Now, Kuldeep is back
in contention while the 33-year-
old Chahal, who has 96 wickets in
80 T20Is, will be hoping a good IPL
season will earn him a berth for
the forthcoming T20 World Cup
which startsright after the end of
IPL 2024.

After his masterly spell of 4-0-
11-3, Royals bowling coach Shane
Bond advised the bowler to avoid
any undue pressure by thinking
about his World Cup chances.

“The competition is pretty
tough (in the India team), so one of
the real challenges for any bowler
coming into this tournament is to
forget that there is a World Cup,
and you start bowling to get intoa
World Cup team,” he said.

“If your team is successful, and
you are in a winning team, then
selections and rewards come from
that. That has more of been our
focus, to forget about all that other
noise from the outside and just
work really hard for each other.”

Bond added: “If we do that, then
[ have got no doubt people are
going to start talking like you are
now about Chahal and whether he

__Eam- 5 GujaratTitans

| DI 8 Punjab Kings
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' 10 Mumbailndians

|u;f';;?"' “H 4 Lucknow Super Giants

D’E Sunrisers Hyderabad
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(TODAY'S MATCH )

RISHABH PANT
CAPTAIN, DC

The initial nerves shaken off
and a solid fifty to show for
against defending champions
CSK, Pant has already tasted
DC's first victory in three
matches this season. The
bowling has delivered with
Khaleel Ahmed - he took two
wickets inside the powerplay --
producing a crafty spell and
backed by Anrich Nortje and
Mukesh Kumar at the death

SHREYAS IYER
CAPTAIN, KKR

A dodgy back notwithstanding,
Shreyas lyer has led KKR to two
wins in as many matches and
they are placed second on the
points table. With some runs
under his belt against RCB, the
KKR skipper has lent steel to an
already explosive batting
line-up. A big win on Wednes-
day can take them to the top
early in the competition and
add to the winning momentum

< KEY PLAYERS M

DAVID WARNER (DC)

The inclusion of Prithvi Shaw
paid instant dividends for
Capitals as he blasted 43 off 27
balls to help his team post a
91-run opening stand with
David Warner (52).
.. BothWarner and
= Shaw have a
S good record
. against the
 Knight Riders.
-~ Shaw s best scare
WL of 99 is against
...~ theKnights while
. 2 Warner has an lF'I.

4 PREVIOUS MA'I'CH Ir

SUNIL NARINE (KKR)

Year after year his mystery spin
continues to fox some of the
best hitters in the trade. Sunil
Narine has hit the ground
runni ng with game-changing

sses.  performances with the

k' ball. The previous
P \_ Mmatch, when KKR

. -_‘_.: @ took on RCB, was

his 500th T20

.'.f_,;_j, = Trinidadian
i stamped his class

DCbeat (SKby 20runs | KKR beat R(B by7 wkts

Turning back the clock with mane

Ashish Magotra

ashish.magotra@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: For Chennai Super
Kings faithful, it was almost as if
the result didn't matter. Just
being able to watch MS Dhoni
bat seemed to make the trip to
the stadium worthwhile. The
hair now long again had people
commenting on how it felt like
the 42-year-old had turned back
time. It wasn’t just that though,
the power and timing of his
shots was all there too.

It was the second home
venue for Delhi Capitals -- Visa-
khapatnam. But it was Dhoni’s
homecoming too. It was in
Vizag, in an ODI versus Pakistan
in April 2005, that the India
team rookie served notice to the
cricket world with a stunning
148.

Back to Sunday versus Delhi
Capitals. The last over was a
particular case in point. CSK
needed 41 runs off six balls and
the result was already beyond
question.

The DC bowlers had adopted
a wide line all through the
innings and it had worked bril-
liantly for them. Anrich Nortje
bowled the first ball, full and
wide. But Dhoni, waiting deep
in his crease, smashed it
through the covers.

That shot forced the fast
bowler to reassess, and the sec-
ond ball was a full toss. This
time Dhoni tonked it over mid-
wicket for six. The third ball
was a yorker outside off-stump
and the CSK legend hit it to
long-off for no run.

The fourth ball was another
full toss. This time it was
smashed over mid-on. The fifth
was a dot ball and the sixth —
and final ball of the match —
was dispatched high over cover
for six. Dhoni finished on 37 off
16, showing that he can still be a

- il

MS Dhoni of Chennai Super Kings in action against Delhi Capitals in Visakhapatnam. BCCl

force to reckon with.

But it wasn’t the innings that
was truly surprising. Rather, it
was the fact that Dhoni, who
plays just one tournament a
year, can turn up and play at
such a high level. The last time
Dhoni batted in a competitive
game before Sunday was in
2023. It was the final against
Gujarat Titans, which CSK won.

A few days earlier, he had
taken a nice diving catch; and

his reading of the game remains
as good as ever. He's fit and fir-
ing.

S0, how is he doing it? Con-
ventional wisdom says a player
needs regular game time to
maintain a competitive edge. To
keep your level up; to acquire
the muscle memory and to stay
match sharp -- it all requires a
player to spend time in the mid-
dle.

That is true of most players

but not of Dhoni. The CSK
set-up helps. They don’t push
the players into compulsory
training sessions. Rather, the
onus is on the players to figure
out what they need in their
game.

In an interview to ESPNCri-
cinfo, CSK head coach Stephen
Fleming said that CSK's pre-sea-
son has got longer but the plan-
ning for a day or a session is left
to the player.

and magic, Dhoni fires up IPL again

“We're a big believer that as
soon as the player wakes up,
theyre planning their day and
that can be going to practice or
not, which is one,” said Fleming.

“Two, if you go to practice,
what do you want to achieve?
And three, throughout the day,
doing things that are going to
make you better, Because train-
ing is optional, there are things
that the players will be doing
that will make them better —
work maybe on breathing or the
mental side of the game, but if
they choose to go to training
and feel that training’s what
they want, they should have a
clear plan themselves.”

Now, few players have been
better at this than Dhoni, who
starts training for IPL early as
he feels he needs some volume
to get a feel of the game by the
time the season starts. Coming
in from the cold cannot be easy,
not even for Dhoni. So, he needs
to plan every step of the way so
that he is not disappointing
himself and his fans.

The trick to this is under-
standing your role. Having clar-
ity about that is where it all
begins because then you realise
the skills that need to be sharp-
ened and where you need to
physically be to support that
requirement. It very much is a
quality over quantity argument.

It is in many ways the tem-
plate many senior Indian play-
ers can choose to follow. The
big earnings are in IPL and giv-
ing a miss to the domestic sea-
son can ensure that the players
have time to rest and recuper-
ate, achieve a good ‘work-life’
balance and still play the game
they love.

This, too, is the Dhoni way
but following in his footsteps
will be anything but easy. But as
he has done before, the ‘Thala’
is showing the way.

will feature ina World Cup or not.
Heis bowling beautifully, and if he
keeps doing that, then we have got
a massive chance in this tourna-
ment.”

On Monday at the Wankhede
Stadium, he was brilliant. Trent
Boult had set up the game for
Rajasthan Royals with a three-
wicket burst with the new ball, but
the spinners had a job to do after
Hardik Pandya and Tilak Varma
launched a counter-attack during
their fifth wicket partnership of 56
I'uris.

Chahal broke the partnership
with the wicket of Pandya on 34
before also accounting for Tilak. In
all, 16 of Chahal’s 24 deliveries
were dots, and his four-over spell
ended with an economy of only
275,

A crafty operator, the way he
sets up batters shows he hasa big
heart and brain ticking. He is
always looking to spot the chink in
the batter’s game, trying to lure
him into playing a false shot. Pan-
dya also fell for the trap set by
flight. The MI captain perished to
a lofted shot caught atlong-on.

Sharing his approach, he told
the official broadcaster: I back
myself, my skills, I know that this
isthe format sometimes I will get
hit, sometimes I will get wickets.”

HT

AIFF suspends EC

member facing

assault charges
KOLKATA: AIFF suspended
its executive committee
member Deepak Sharma
till further notice and
referred the charges of
assault and harassment
made against him by
players of the Khad FC
women'’s team to its
disciplinary committee.
This wasdecided by the
emergent committee of the
AIFF which comprises
president Kalyan Chaubey,
vice-president NA Harris
and treasurer Kipa Ajay.
AIFF’s decision comes after
union sports minister
Anurag Thakurwrote on X
that his ministry was taking
“serious note” of the
“physical assault upon
women footballers by an
official during the ongoing
Indian Women's League in
Goa.”

Nagal beats Moutet
in ATP Marrakesh

MUMBAI: Sumit Nagal
made a promising start to
the clay court season,
defeating 99th-ranked
Frenchman Corentin
Moutet 4-6, 6-3, 6-2 to move
into the Round of 16 of the
ATP 250 eventin
Marrakesh. World No. 95
Nagal will face 61st-ranked
Lorenzo Sonego of Italy.

Stokes pulls out
of T20 World Cup

LONDON: Test captain Ben
Stokes has ruled himself
out of England’s T20 World
Cup title defence, the ECB
said. The 32-year-old said
he was skipping the WCto
ensure he could be a fully-
fledged all-rounder in Test
cricket. England begin that
title defence against
Scotland in Barbados on
June 4,

SL close to victory

in 2nd B'desh Test

CHITTAGONG: Prabath
Jayasuriya, Lahiru Kumara
and Kamindu Mendis each
claimed two wickets as Sri
Lanka came within grasp of
anothervictory in the
second Test. Bangladesh
were 268/7 at stumps, still
needing 243 for win.
Mehidy Hasan Miraz (44*)
and Taijul Islam (10*) were
atthe crease.




