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3 kids among 9
dead in accident

[ine persons, including

 five women and three
thlﬂren. were killed and 23
injured when an overloaded
pickup slammed into a par-
ked truck in Bemetara dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh early

Monday. Police said the dri-

verwasdrunk. T

In'tl drug ring busted,
48kg of heroin seized

l yunjab police busted an
international drug rack-
et spanning five countries
when they seized 48kg of
heroin in Jalandhar and ar-
rested 3 members of afami-
Iy on Sunday, DGP Gaurav
Yadav said on Mondayv. mw

Ola to lay off 200,
CEO quits in 3 mths

( la Cabs is laying off
10%, or almost 200 emp-
lovees, aspartof itsrestruc-
turing exercise ahead of a
planned PO, with its CEQO
Hemant Bakshi also quit-
ting within three months of
joining the company. P15

‘India share in services
exports has doubled’

[ndia's share in global ser-
vices exports has more
thandoubled over the last 18
vears and rise of global ca-
pability centres has plaved
a crucial role in the expan-
sion, a report by Goldman
Sachs said on Monday. P15

Sebi seeks Z165cr
from BSE as addl| fee

I ySE's shares crashed over

113% on Monday after mar-

kets regulator Sebi sought Rs
165 crore from it for wrongful
benchmarking of fees for op-
tions contracts traded on it
since 2007, Sensex rebounded
sharply by 941 pts. P15

Humza Yousaf, the Pakistani-origin
Scottish National Party leader who heads
the devolved govt in Scotland, announces
his resignation, after days of political
turmoil for the SNP-led govt, P 13

Doctored video of Shah:
Delhi cops call Tgana CM

Ask Reddy To

Report On May 1
With His Mobile

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The special cell
of Delhi Police has served a
notice on Telangana CM Re-
vanth Reddy in connection
with 1its investigation over
the circulation of a doctored
video of Union home mini-
ster Amit Shah that was sha-
red on social media handles
of Telangana Congress.

Reddy has been asked to
come to Delhi on May 1 with
his mobile phone and join the
probe. Failure to comply with
the summons will attract pe-
nal/coercive criminal proce-
edings, the notice adds.

Delhi Police teams are
camping in Hyvderabad and

Lucky draws to
attract Bhopal
voters to booths

\\Tith the turnout drop-
ping by over 8.5% on
an average in the first two
phases in MPE election offi-
cials have announced three
lucky draws at every pol-
ling booth in Bhopal consti-
tuency on May 7. Those who

DANCE Of DEMOCRACY
INSIDE JACKET & P 9

get inked stand the chance
of winning diamond rings,
laptops, refrigerators, tele-
visions and dinner sets,
reports Amarjeet Singh.
There are 2,097 booths in
Bhopal. That's well over
6,000 prizes. INSIDE JACKET
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A Vienna-based privacy campaign group
says it will file a plaint against ChatGPT
in Austria, claiming the ‘hallucinating’
flagship Al tool invents wrong answers,
which creator OpenAl can't correct, P 13

Russian troops have captured or entered
half a dozen villages on Ukraine's eastern
front, highlighting deteriorating situation
for outgunned Ukrainian forces as

they wait for US military aid, P 13

“ After using ED, I-T dept,
CBI, Modiji & Amit Shah
are now using Delhi Police to
win elections. A befitting reply
will be given to the notices.
| appeal to people of K'taka
& T'gana (Cong-governed
states) to show
them (BJP) that
we will not be
afraid, by beating
them in polls
—A Revanth Reddy,
TELANGANA CM

other places and in the process
of sending out notices to at le-
astsix morepeople. Thosealre-
ady served notices are Satish
Manne, Telangana Cong cha-
irman (social media); state Co-
ng secretary Shivakumar Am-
bala and Asma Tasleem, TPCC
spokesperson, sources said.
OUn Sunday;, police filed an
FIR after its special cell’'s cyber
unit received a complaint from

FULL COVERAGE | PB & 11

“ They (oppn) have created
fake videos of me,
Amitbhai, (JP) Naddaji and some
of our (BJP) chief ministers.
Using Al, they have put words in
our mouth that we cannot even
dream of uttering.

| am making this
charge with all
seriousness. | want
to make a special
request to ECI e
totakestringent A g
action —PM Modi A
-!I'.i' o
Union home ministry For-
ming a team of Intellizence
Fusion & Strategic Ops (IFSO)
unit, copsare tryving toascerta-
in the identity of the accounts
that uploaded the “deepfake”
video in which Shah is purpor-
tedly heard saying that all re-
servations, including of SCs
and STs, will be scrapped.

» Write to platfnnns, P11

“HDK: JD(S) will suspend

MP Prajwal over scandal

Lawrence Milton, Ranjith Kandya
and Udaya Sagar | TuN

Shivamogga/Hassan: Karn-
ataka ex-CM HD Kumaras-
wamy of JIXS) said Monday
his nephew and Hassan
MP Prajwal Revanna
will be suspended after
Tuesday’s core commit-
tee meeting in Hubballi,
amid efforts to distance
ex-PM HD Deve Gowda

and himself from an alleged

sex scandal involving the 33-
vear-old ME who is seeking re-
election in alliance with BJP
The decision to take action
against Prajwal for alleged
transgressions was reportedly

made by JIXS)brass, including
patriarch Gowda. HDK told re-
porters in Shivamogga that
the matter was discussed with
Gowda on Sunday.

The ex-CM acknowledged
the case had embarrass-
ed party functionaries,
but sought to shield alli-
ance partner BJP from
the controversy. He said
BJP had no involvement
in the issue, Asked about
Privanka Gandhi Vadra's po-
ser to PM Modi on the issue,
Eumaraswamy said; “Did Mo-
di campaign for Prajwal? How
can it be linked to PM?"

»SIT to probe scandal, P 11

Covid vax can
have side-effect:

AstraZenecain
UK court docus

London: AstraZeneca has
said in court documents that
its Covid vaccine can cause a
rare side-effect, the UK’s Dai-
Iy Telegraph reported. The
statement by the pharmaceu-
tical giant comes as it is being
sued for over £100 million (a
little over Rs L0000 crore) in
class action over claims its
vaccine caused death and se-
rious injury inslcases, accor-
ding to court documents seen
by the Daily Telegraph, re-
ports Naomi Canton.
AstraZeneca is contesti-
ng the claims but has accep-
ted, in a document to the
high court in Feb, that its
vaccine “can, in very rare
cases, cause thrombosis
with thrombocytopenia sy-
ndrome”, which causes peo-
ple to have clots and low pla-
telet count. In India, the vac-
cine was sold under the
brand name Covishield.

‘Tb'lggr.-r for TTS', P13

Cal HC sets a5|de
Ganguly order in
Suvendu kin case

( ‘aleutta HC on Monday
_sset aside an order passed
by former judge Abh],]lt
Ganguly who
has since joi-
ned BJP and is
an LS candida-
te. He had fi-
ned a sub-divi-
sional police
officer Rs b 1akh for allegedly
“harassing” Krishnendu Ad-
hikari, elder brother of
BJP's Suvendu Adhikari. A
division bench said the order
was passed without giving
“appropriate opportunity”
to the state. The case will be
heard afresh in June. P8
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Israel has agreed to listen to US concerns before it
launches an invasion of the border city of Rafah in Gaz
says a White House national security spokesperson.

Meanwhile, Israeli officials believe ICC is preparing
to issue arrest warrants for senior govt officials, P 13

HC: Delhi govt has ‘come to a
standstill’ due to CM’s absence

Lifts T5¢r Bar To
Provide Books To
MCD School Kids

Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi govt has
“come to a standstill” due to
absence of chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal, Delhi high
courtsaid on Monday, under-
lining that “national and
public interest” demands a
CM can’t be absent for a long
stretch of time or for an un-
certain period.

In a strongly-worded or-
der flagging the failure of
Delhigovtand MCD to provi-
de textbooks, writing mate-
rial and uniforms to nearly
two lakh MCD school stu-
dents ina timely manner, HC
sald Kejriwal’s absence sho-
uld not deprive children of
their fundamental rights.

Brushing aside the ¢laim
by govt that any financial po-
wer to the MCD commissio-

'‘POWER' REAL ISSUE

> Delhi HC says AAP govt
blaming other institutions
for its inability to provide
facilities to students
amounts to ‘shedding

of crocodile tears'

» Takes ‘judicial notice’ of the
fact that current MCD house
has ‘hardly transacted any
business in the last one year'
> Says the real issues

are ‘power’, ‘control’,

“turf dominance' and

‘who takes the credit’

ner above Rs 5 crore would
make him unaccountable to
the house, a bench of acting
Chief Justice Manmohan
and Justice Manmeet PS
Arora lifted that ceiling for
the specific task of using
funds for purchase of books,
stationery, uniforms and
other facilities that the stu-
dents areentitled to.

» ‘Public interest call', P 2

Sandeshkhali: SC questions
WSB for opposing CBI probe

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday gquestioned West
Bengal govt for challenging
the Calcutta high court or-
der for a CBI probe into alle-
gations of land grab, sexual
assault and violence in San-
deshkhali and asked whet-
her the state wanted to pro-
tect private persons accused
in the case, reports Amit
Anand Choudharwy.

At the outset of the hea-
ring, senior advocate Abhis-
hek Manu Singhvi, appea-
ring for West Bengal, sought
adjournment saving the state
wanted to place some impor-
tant information regarding
the case before the court,

Teacher scam: SC stays
CBI probe against mins

L_\C Monday did not stay the
Calecutta HC decision to
junk appointment of over
25,000 teachers in Bengal but
stopped further probe by
CBI into the recruitment
scam as a spooked state app-
rehended that the agency
would destabilise TMC govt
by arresting the cabinet. P8

which was relevant. The co-
urt asked, “Why should the
state come as a petitioner for
protecting the interest of so-
me private individuals?” P8

Why’d you ignore
ED summons, SC
asks Kejriwal

'he Supreme Court on

Monday questioned Del-
hi CM Arvind Kejriwal for
not appearing before ED de-
spite repeated summonses
after he argued that his ar-
rest was illegal as the agency
took the step without recor-
ding his statement, reports
Amit Anand Choudhary.

“Are you not contradic-
ting vourself by saying that
your statement under Sec-
tion 50 of PMLA was not re-
corded? You don't appear on
summons for recording of
gtatement under Section 50
and then you say it was not
recorded,” SC said. When
the bench asked him why
Kejriwal had not filed a plea
for bail in the trial court,
Singhvi said the CM had
challenged his arrest, which
had wider jurisdiction. P2

RBI frowns at
overcharging
by lenders

y BI Monday flagged in-

\ stances of lenders fleec-
ing consumers by unfairly
levying interest charges
and instructed them to de-
sist fromsuch practicesand
refund anyv excess interest
they have collected through
dubious means.

In a letter to banks and
NBFCs, the regulator cited
its onsite inspection, which
revealed that some of the
lenders had levied interest
from the date of loan sanc-
tion instead of actual dis-
bursement. tan

» Date of disbursement, P 15
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‘ Fewer 40°C days,
but April this year
warmer than last | 6  copecasty Mainly clear sky.

SUNSET 6.56PM (TUE)
SUNRISE 5.41AM (WED)

; '38.3°

MAXIMUM

MOONSET 10.31AM (TUE)
MOONRISE 01.06AM (WED)
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MINIMUM

Maximum and minimum
temperatures will be around 37°C and 22°C
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Crime patrol: Local cops in
Shahdara on the front foot | 7

raises the heat
with its scarlet
hue even as

capital sizzles | 5

‘Gala-e-Gulmohar’

Public Interest Demands That CM
Is Not Absent For A Long Time: HC

Takes ‘Judicial Note’ Of Fact That Hardly Any Biz Transacted By MCD House In A Yr

'COMPLETE LACK OF APPRECIATION OF URGENCY IN MATTER'

b Continued from P1

elhi HC said Delhi govt
[) blaming other institu-

tions for its inability to
provide facilities to students
amounted to “shedding of
crocodile tears”.

Even as it took “judicial
notice™ of the fact that the
current MCD house has
“hardly transacted any busi-
ness in the last one year”, the
courtsaidthe real issues were
“power”, “control”, “turf
dominance” and “who takes
the credit”. In its verdict, HC
touched upon govt’s justifica-
tions forthe “logjam” in func-
tioning of MCD, namely the
absence of Kejriwal.

Itsaid there wasa“ringof
truth"” in the statement made
by Delhi’s urban develop-
ment minister, Saurabh Bha-
radwaj, that any increase in
the financial powers of the
MCD commissioner required
the CM'’s nod as it “amounts
to an admission” that Delhi
govtisatastandstill.

It stressed that “holders of
constitutional posts have to
every day take important as
well as urgent decisions” list-
ingfreetextbooks, writing ma-
terial and uniform as well as
replacement of broken chairs

Ring of truth in the

statement by minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj that any
increase in financial power of
MCD commissioner will require
CM's approval. It amounts to an

ahsence of Cllu"l 15 at a 5tand5t||!

alone a buzzing capital city like
is a post where the office holder
(when in office) has to be virtu-
ally available 24xT to deal with

flooding, fire, disease, etc

admission that Delhi govt, due to

» A CM's post in any state, Eeawe
Delhi, is not a ceremonial post. It

any crisis or natural disaster like

» National interest and public

who holds this post is
incommunicado, or absent for
a long stretch of time or for an
uncertain period of time

» It is the CM's personal
decision to continue to hold the

interest demands that no person

| position despite being arrested.
. However, it does not mean
 that if CM is not available,

- fundamental rights of young

. children will be trampled upon

» Delhi govt blaming other insti-
- tutions amounts to nothing but
‘shedding of crocodile tears’

» Real issue is of ‘power’,
‘control', ‘turf dominance’' and
‘who takes the credit’

| » Receipt of free textbooks,
| wrltrng material and uniform

| MCD House has hardly transacted
- any business in the last one year

| » Complete lack of appreciation

' by school-going children is

not only a legal right under

| RTE Act, but is also a part of

' fundamental right under Article
21A of Constitution

in MCD. Court also takes judicial
notice of the fact that the current

» Inability of Delhi govt to act
with alacrity exhibits its indiffer-
ence towards the plight of the
students enrolled in MCD schools

of the urgency in the matter and
apathy shown by both Delhi govt
and Mayor for the well-being of

the students and ! !

and tables in MCD schools as
“an urgent and immediate de-
cision which brooks no delay
and which 1s not prohibited
during (implementation of)
model code of conduct”.

The court further noted
that the decision of the CM to
continue despite having been
arrested and his petition be-
ingdismissed by HC wasa per-

sonal one. But it does not
mean that “if the chief minis-
ter is not available, the funda-
mental rights of young chil-
dren would be trampled upon
and they would go through the
first term (April 1 to May 10)
without free textbooks, writ-
ing material and uniform,”
the bench underscored.

It observed that a CM's

their statutory and

fundamental rights

post inany state, leave alonea
buzzing capital city like Del-
hi, was not a ceremonial one
and that the office holder has
to be virtually available 24x7
to deal with any crisis or nat-
ural disaster like flooding,
fire and disease. “National in-
terest and public interest de-
mand that no person who
holds this post is incommuni-

After HC intervention, MCD gets cracking

Vibha.Sharma
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Following Delhi
High Court's directive to the
commissioner of the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi to
cover the expenses to provide
school students with free uni-
formsand stationery without
being restricted by the man-
datory expenditure limit of
Rs 5 crore, the civic body
sprang toaction on Monday.

"We will transfer the
funds to the primary school
students on a war footing,”
said an MCD official. “We ha-
ve 6.5 lakh students studying
up to Class V, and for 2024-25,
Rs 70 crore had been set aside
from which Rs 1,100 each wo-
uld be transferred to the stu-
dent's account to purchase
school uniforms and statio-
nery items. The proposal was
awaiting the approval of the
standing committee, which
hasn’t been formed.”

File phntn

HOPE FLOATS: For students with Aadhaar problems, MCD has
asked the post office to deposit the money for these children

There are 1,534 primary
gschools under MCD. MCD
commissioner Gyanesh
Bharti had submitted in co-
urt that he did not have the
authority to sanction more
than Rs 5 crore for any pro-
ject. Only the standing com-
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New Ceniral Hope Town, Bhayakhats, Seshambara, Dehradun, 248011
Website: wyww.hnbumiLac.sn E-mail: info, hnbumuigmail.com
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Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: A 17-yvear-old girl on her
way back home on a bicyele was
crushed todeath under aDTC busin
Dwarka on Monday.

The police have arrested the dri-

mittee could do so, The co-
urt's order allows fund allo-
cationfor this particular pur-
pose withoutthe committee’s
clearance.

“Themoney will bedirect-
ly transferredto the students’
bank accounts. In collabora-

tion with banks, we had ensu-
red the students all had ope-
rational bank accounts,” said
the official. “In cases where
studentsdonothave Aadhaar
cards, we will organise
camps at schools where these
children can submit their do-
cumentsand enrol for Aadha-
ar.” The official added that
the process will be completed
in15-20days.

“As for textbooks, these
aresupplied by Delhi govt. As
soon as the supply arrives,
books will be immediately
distributed to the students,”
said the official.

For students with Aadha-
ar problems, MCD has asked
the post office to deposit the
money for these children, sa-
id officials. In the 2023-24 aca-
demic yvear, twolakh of the7.8
lakh municipal students did
not receive money for statio-
nery, uniforms and notebo-
oks because they did not have
operative bank accounts.

17-year-old girl crushed to
death by DTC bus in Dwarka

and the conductor of the bus have

been apprehended. Appropriate le-

ver and conductor,

Atal Bihari Vajpayee Medical University, U.P. Lucknow
Sth floor, Academic Block, Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia
Institute of Medical Sciences, Vibhuti Khand,
Gomti Nagar, Lucknow- 226010

UPUMS Saifai.

Advertisement No.- 04/Entrance-Exam Paramedical/ABVMU/2024 Date- 29.04.2024
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Medical University (ABVMU),

Lucknow is conducting Common Paramedical Entrance
Test (CPET) for various Paramedical U.G (Bachelor)/ PG
(Master) Courses for the Academic Session 2024-25 for all
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
Corrigendum
Date Extension

NIT No. WBPWD/EE/HED/NIT-42 of 2024-2025.

Memo. 1088 D, 22.04,.2024,

Tender |d: 2024 WBPWD_BGEE4E3 1. Name of Wark : Temporary Electrification
work and ather utlity related to Infrastructural arrangement at DC / RC for General
Election to The House of The People, 2024 at Jadunath High School, Howrah.
MNIT Mo. WBPWD/EESHED/NIT-43 of 2024-2025. Memo. 1089 Dt. 22.04,2024,
Tender |d: 2024 _WBPWD_688484_1. Name of Wark ; Temporary Electrification
work and other utlity related to Infrastructural arrangement at DC / RC for General
Election to The House of The People, 2024 at Industrial training InstitutelllEST
Campus), Howrah. NIT No. WBPWD/EE/HED/NIT-46 of 2024-2025. Memo. 1092
Dt. 22.04.2024, Tender Id; 2024 _WBPWD _6EE488 1. Mame of Work : Temporary
Electrification work and other utlity related to Infrastructural arrangement at
DC / RC for General Election to The House of The People, 2024 at Sovarani
Memaorial College, Howrah. Last Date of Submission 30.04,2024. Intending bidder
may dnwﬂlmu the Tenrlt-rm.uc-mnﬂn documents from the WEI}'I!E .

Gowt. n! WEs.t HE nga I

ICA nmm:

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE INVITING TEMDER
West Bengal Medical Services Corporation Lid. s inviting electronic bids for supply
and Commissioning of ENT Surgical Simulator Set at Department of ENT of Medical
College & Hospital, Kolkata per details indicated in the table below,

1) Itom [City.)

Bid Ref. No.

Last date of
submission of
onling bid

Remarks

ENT Swrgical Simmiulator
Sat for Department of
ENT af Medical College
% Hoapital, Kolkata (01)

WHEMSLL/NIT-
25072024
Dated-26.04 2024

22052024
up tor
0500 Ph

2~ call of Bid Ref. Mo
WEMSCL/NIT-136/2024,
Cated- 21,02 3034

Interested Bidders may download the tender document and submit their bids
anling at the website wwwowhbtenders govin The tender document may also be
downloaded from the websites wwwwhhealth.govin and www.whmsc.gov.in
Sd/f- General Manager & loint Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Department

ICA- TTR94{3)/2024

The girl, identifi-
ed as Isha, lived with
her family in Dabri.
Police received infor-
mation about the in-
cident between 4pm

{(Dwarka), Ankit Ku-
mar Singh, said the
girl's body got en-
tangled under the
bus. "The body of the
girl was shifted to the
hospital mortuary,
awaiting post-mor-
tem. Both the driver

gal action has been initiated.”
During the ingquiry it was found
that the girl was going from Dwarka
Sector 6 to Dabri, and when she rea-
ched near the Dabri powerhouse,
she came under the bus, An investi-
gator said her head was completely
crushedunderitswheelsand thedri-
ver himself made the PCR call to in-
form the police about the accident.
"Due to the accident, there wasa
traffic snarl and the crowd had gat-

and 4.30pm near the hered at the spot,” the officer added.

Dabri powerhouse. Her father works in MCD. The mot-
Deputy commis- herishomemaker

sioner of police "We are investigating whether

she was hit by any other vehicle, got
disbalanced and was then crushed
by the bus,” the officer said.

A case under sections 279 (rash
driving or riding on a public way)
and 304 A (causing death by negli-
gence)of TPC has beenregistered.

Last month, a 45-vear-old woman
cyclistdied after she was hit by a pick-

up van in southwest Del-

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE
A) Bid reference no. - WBMSCLIMIT-
251/2024, dated — 26/04/2024; West
Bengal Medical Services Corporation
Ltd. is inviting online bid for "Operation
& Comprehensive Malntenance of
Medical Gas Fipeline Systems (MGPS)
at Pamihati State General Hospital of
West Bengal for 3 years.” Last date of
submission of bid (online} — 15.05.2024
up to 02.00 prm. The tender document
can be downloaded from
wiwiwowbtenders.gowin on or after 02.00
pm on 30.04.2024. Clarification
requeasts, if any may be sent to
5df- General

ICA-T7895(3)/2024

Manager, WBMSCL

hi's Safdarjung Enclave.

Police arrested the ac-
cused inthecase.InFeb,a
60-vear-old manonacycle
died after he was hit by a
truck in south Delhi's
Mehrauli area.

In the same month, a
H-yvear-old man wascrus-
hed to death by a tourist
bus while he was cyeling
to his workplace in San-
sad Marg.

cado or absent for a long
stretch of time or for an un-
certain period of time. To say
that no important decision
can be taken during a model
code of conduct is a misno-
mer,” the court added.

HC was hearing a PIL by
NGO Social Jurist, represent-
ed by advocate Ashok Agar-
wal, highlighting the non-
supply of educational mate-
rial and other statutory bene-
fits to two lakh students in
MCD schools even after com-
mencement of the new aca-
demic session.

The MCD commissioner
had earlier contended that
nen-distribution of the items
was duetoabsence of astand-
ing committee, which has the
power to award contracts
worth more than Rs 5 crore.
He had told the court that in
September last vear, he wrote
to Delhi govt seeking its nod
forenhancementof hisfinan-
cial powers so that crucial
tasks relating to the corpora-
tion are not stuck. Delhi govt
hadearliersaidtoaddressthe
void ereated by theabsence of
the committee, MCD had
adopted a resolution in Janu-
ary that all functions of the
committee shall be carried
out by the house till then.

SC: Can’t say statement not taken
when you ignored summonses

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday questioned Delhi
CM Arvind Kejriwal for not
appearing before Enforce-
ment Directorate despite re-
peated summonses after he ar-
guedthathisarrestwasillegal
astheagency took the step wit-
hout recording his statement.
“Areyounotcontradicting
vourself by saying that yvour
statement under Section 50 of
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) was not
recorded? Youdon'tappearon
summons for recording of
statement under Section 50
and then you say it was not re-
corded,” a bench of Justices
Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar
Datta told senior advocate Ab-
hishek Manu Singhvi, who
appeared for Kejriwal.
Singhvisaid non-coopera-
tion by an accused in a probe
could not be a ground for ar-
rest and non-appearance fol-
lowing summons was not an
admission of guilt. Questio-
ning the timing of the arrest,
he said the case was registe-
red one-and-a-half vears ago
but Kejriwal was arrested af-
ter dates of the general elec-
tions were announced. He sa-
id the CM's name did not figu-
rein the first nine statements
given by other accused and
but the name cropped up in
the 10th statement and that
became the ground for arrest,

FRTI Al
L IFT TN

CM Arvind Kejriwal

SINGHVI SAYS

Non-cooperation by
an accused in a probe
could not be a ground
for arrest and
non-appearance
following summons
was not an admission
of guilt

Pitching his arguments
on political lines, Singhvi sa-
id of the three approvers in
the case, one joined the cen-
tral governing party (BJP),
the second joined the party’'s
ally TDP and the third contri-
buted to the party through
electoral bonds.

When the bench asked
him why Kejriwal had not fi-
led an application for bail in
the trial court, Singhvi said
the CM had challenged his ar-
rest, which had wider juris-
diction. Responding to EI)'s
statementthat the CM had ac-

cepted the remand ordered by
the trial court, the lawyer cla-
rified that when the arrest it-
self wasunderchallenge, the-
re was no question of accep-
ting the remand.

Singhvi pointed out that
on April 16, 2023, Kejriwal ap-
peared before CBI in connec-
tion with the case and answe-
red all queries.

Countering ED's submis-
sion that the CM could not be
given special privilege, Singh-
visaida CMhad nolessrights
than anormal accused.

The hearing remained in-
conclusive and will continue
on Tuesday.

In its replyv affidavit filed
in the apex court, ED had said
Kejriwal was the kingpin and
key conspirator of the alle-
ged Delhi excise policy scam
and had demanded kickbacks
for changing the policy.

Accusing the Centre of
"misusing” ED to "erush” its
political opponents ahead of
general elections, Kejriwal in
his affidavit told the court
that his arrest was “illegal,
arbitrary and anunpreceden-
ted assaultonthe tenetsof de-
mocracy based on free and fa-
irelections and federalism”.

On April 9, Delhi High Co-
urt had upheld Kejriwal's ar-
restandsaid therewasnoille-
cality about it and that ED
was left with "little option” af-
ter he skipped repeated sum-
monses and refused to join
the investigation.

Kejriwal still CM by people’s choice: AAP

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Downplaying
Delhi High Court’s observa-
tions that a person holding
the post of chief minister
cannot be incommunicado or
absent for an uncertain pe-
riod, AAP's Rajya Sabha
member, Sanjay Singh, on
Monday said the decision
that Arvind Kejriwal should
continue to be chief minister
even after being jailed was
that of the people of Delhi.

Simgh also accused BJP
and lieutenant governor for
the current erisis in Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi
where all big-ticket projects
are stuck in the absence of
Standing Committee and sa-
id LG arbitrarily appointed
aldermen to MCD without
the aid and advice of the elec-
ted dispensation.

Presenting the party's s
deafter Monday's courtorder
regarding work being affec-

ted due to the non-constitu-
tion of Standing Committee,
Singh said, “Expressing my
full respect towards the high
court, | want to say Arvind
Kejriwal is a true patriot. No-
body can raise questions on
his patriotism. He is a victim
of a political conspiracy.”
“Kejriwal is serving the
people of Delhilikea true pat-
riot even in jail. It is the deci-
sion of the people of Delhi
and party MLAs that he sho-
uld remain CM," the MP said,
adding that the same court
had dismissed three PILs de-
manding his removal.
Arrested on March 21 by
Enforcement Directorateina
Delhi excise policy-linked ca-
se, Kejriwal has been lodged
in Tihar.Jail since April1.
Delhi Ministers meet Kej-
riwal in jail and get direc-
tions, said Singh. “The high
court decision should be loo-
ked at from the perspective of
the non-formation of the

Singh accused BJP and LG of
stalling projects in MCD

Standing Committee due to
LG's interference,. All works
are ongoing and our mini-
sters are solving people’s pro-
blems,” he emphasised.
Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor, ho-
wever, said Singh was “defen-
ding the indefensible” despi-
te knowing that the entire ad-
ministrative set up in the ca-
pital was on the “verge of
collapse” duetoKejriwal'sin
sistence to continue as CM.
“There 13 no ideclogical rea-

son behind AAP not allowing
the Standing Committee elec-
tion. They fear losing the
election,” Kapoor claimed.
On Arvinder Singh Love-
ly resigning from the post of
Delhi Congress chief and ci-
ting the party's tie-up with
AAP for the Lok Sabha polls
as one of the reasons, Singh
said, “I am not going to lie...
But with full responsibility; I
will say that Lovely-ji played
animportantrole inreaching
a compromise and formation
of an alliance between AAP
and Congress in Delhi.”
Singh added that he would
also thank Lovely “for being
the first opposition leader to
reach CM Arvind Kejriwal's
residence during his arrest™,
On whether the resigna-
tion would have its impact on
the chances of INDIA bloc in
Delhi, Singh said it was an in-
ternal matter of Congress
and its senior functionaries
would find a solution to it.

‘Shouldn’t happen to any parent’: Mom
of youth who died in MCD parking lot

Siddhanta.Mishra@timesgroup.com

New Delhi:

able to park 500 cars.

A senior MCD offcial said the cont-
ract for the parking lot wasawarded toa
company thatfailed tocomplete work on
time and was subsequently blacklisted.
“A proposal has already been placed be-
fore the corporation through the stan-
ding committee for the approval of a re-
vised contractual amount for the remai-

Sarita Devi is grappling
with the immense sorrow of losing her
22-year-old son Kartik. He was electrocu-
ted while trying to pump out water from
an MCD parkinglot in Sarai Julena.
Local peopleand a BJP councillor ha-
ve said that the parking facility, built in
2016 at a cost of Rs35 crore, 1sinan area
with a high water table. The third base-
ment of the lot has often been under wa-
ter. The facility, as conceived, should be

Tarum Rawal

ning work,” he said, adding that it was

“not clear whether the person died due

to electrocution”.

For Sarita Devi, who lives a few met-
res from the parking lot, life changed on
Saturday afterncon when shelearntabo-
ut Kartik’s death. Like any mother, she
regrets that she did not know enough
about what her boy did. Neighbours said
Kartik, apump operator, entered the par-
king basement around 2pm to clear the
accumulated water when he suffered a

fatal electricshock.

"I did not know exactly what he was
doing. After he joined this job about one-
and-a-half years ago, he wasalwaysina

Saturdaw
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Government of West Bengal
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were dumped.

hurry,” she said. “This should not hap-

pen toany parent—thedeath of their yo-

ungson infrontof theireves," she said.
She has fainted several times since

Sarita and her eldest son, Dipanshu,
werearranging for Kartik's wedding.

"It was a weekend. Kartik was going
to get wheat as our mother cooks special
meals for us on Saturday and Sunday. He
was so young. His whole life was ahead
of him. The work was not great I knew,
but he never told us that he has to enter
water. Otherwise, I would not have allo-
wed him to do it. This is a huge tragedy
forus,” Dipanshu said, breaking down.

Sinceitwasmade in 2016, the parking
facility has faced water-related pro-
blems due to the high water table. "Kar-
tik used to work with another person,
pumping out the water accumulated in
the basement. We do not use that base-
ment and cars are parked only up to ba-
sement 2," a parking attendant said.

On Monday, TOI found the third base-
ment under water, and dark. The lot se-
ems to be a place where scrapped cars

Rajpal Singh, a BJP councillor, said:
"The groundwatertable ishigh inthearea.
MCD knows the problem but has failed to

Kartik (25) was electrocuted while trying to
pump out water from the parking lot

ment....

act.” He said he had “raised the matter se-
veral times but there was no solution. It is
painful toseethat afamily losta young boy
due to MCD’s mismanagement.”

Deepak Boisava, a resident, said the
water wasnot rainwater. *“MCD is hiding
something. There was norain in the last
few davs in our area to fill the base-
For the entire year, the basement
is filled with water and the corporation
hasnosolution,” he said.

Prem Chauhan, the AAP councillor

whoonceentered the basement and did ali-
ve video from there, said that he will raise
this matter in meetings.
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Chandoliya Only Prominent
Name To File Election Papers

DAY 1: 15 Nominations Filed; Swaraj, Pahalwan Likely Next

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The election pro-
cess for the city's seven Lok
Sabha seats Kicked off on
Monday with the filing of 15
nominations on Day 1. While
most of the nominations we-
re filed by candidates repre-
senting unrecognised parti-
es, Yogender Chandoliva (61)
of Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP)wastheonlyonefroma
national or state party to sub-
mit his documents.

The former mayor of erst-
while North Delhi Municipal
Corporation filed his candida-
ture from the reserved Lok Sab-
ha constituency of North West
Delhi. While Chandoliva filed
two sets of nominations — a
common practice among func-
tionaries of prominent parties
to ensure they remain in fray
even if one set of papers is re-
jected due to any discrepancy,
hisson Chitresh(35) filed nomi-
nation as a backup candidate.

A candidate of an unre-
cognised party, too, filed two
sets of nominations from
Chandni Chowk seat.

According to election offi-
cials, 15 nomination forms of
13 candidates were received,
including five from Chandni
Chowk, four from North West

Movable assets (bank 61.2 lakh
balance, securities) m 50.1 lakh

immovable

Ii . BIP
| N H

Yogender Chandoliya | 61

Constituency | North West Delhi

Education | BA {pnhtlcal science
and history), Swami Vivekanand
Subharti University

rty i 50.1
HEREEL * Assembly polls lakh
Income in last five financial years Wife's assets
and income
L7138 lakh 38 =
Meena
36 Chandoliya's
assets |
L 2319 lakh
Incnmn
3.9 (2022-23) |
0L 3.1 T3.5 lakh
2018-19  2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23
Delhi, and two each from fortheMayv25electionwill con-

West, North East and East
Delhi constituencies. No no-
mination was received for So-
uth Delhi and New Delhi se-
ats, officials said.

The nomination process

tinue till May 6, on all days ex-
cept Sundays, the documents
will be scrutinised on May 7
while the last date to withdraw
the candidature is May 9.

On Tuesday, BJP's New

Delhi candidate Bansuri Swa-
rajand AAP's South Dethican-
didate Sahiram Pahalwan will
file their nominations.

Chandoliva reached the
office of the returningofficer
at Kanjhawala in a huge pro-
cession, accompanied by Ra-
jasthan deputy CM Prem-
chand Bairwa, Delhi Lok Sab-
haelection in-charge Om Pra-
kash Dhankar, co-in-charge
Alka Gurjar and Delhi BJP
chief Virendra Sachdeva.

A stage was set up at Mang-
olpuri’s Ramlila Maidan where
Chandoliva addressed party
workers before filing his pa-
pers. “I have been a political
worker for 40 vears and will
continue to remain one. My
priority will be to expedite de-
velopment work Inmy constitu-
ency It is my commitment to re-
main available to the electorate
all thetime,” Chandoliya said.

As per the nomination affi-
davit, Chandoliva completed
his graduation in political sci-
ence and history from Meerut-
based Swami Vivekanand Sub-
harti University in 2022. In the
2020 assembly election, Chan-
doliyva had declared his educa-
tion qualification as ‘12th pass’.
The total movable and immeo-
vable assets, including his wi-
fe's, stand at Rs 2.76 crore.

BJP files defamation
suit against CM, Atishi
over poaching charges

Vineet.Upadhyay
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi BJP media
head Praveen Shankar Kapo-
or hastiled a defamation case
against chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal and minister
Atishi, claiming that they had
made false allegations of BJP
frying to poach AAP MLAs.

The complaint has been fi-
led before the court of additio-
nal chief metropolitan magist-
rate Tanyva Bamniyval and was
scheduled on Monday for pre-
summoningevidence on May 4.

Accordingtoit, thetwo po-
liticians had made fabricated
and manipulated statements
accusing BJP of trying to buy
AAP MLAs and topple Delhi
govt with an intention to tar-
nish the reputation of BJP
and its workers before com-
mon people.

Referring to a tweet by CM
on Jan 27 and a press conferen-
ce by Atishi on April 2, Kapo-
or’'s counsel, advocate Amit Ti-
wari, sald the politicians had
alleged that Rs 20-30 crore was
offered by BJP to get MLAs
from AAP

Kejriwal, in a Tweet on Jan
27, alleged BJP had contacted
seven of AAP's MLAs. He had
also said he would be arrested
soon, adding that 21 MLAs wo-
uld be secured by BJP to make
AAP govtfall

“They are trying to por-

tray that BJP is trving to sub-
vert govt by illegal means,”
submitted Tiwari, who was
assisted by advocates Megha
Sharma and Shoumendu
Mukherji. “Whenever Enfor-
cement Directorate (ED) app-
roached AAP functionaries
inrelation to the excise policy
case, baseless allegations we-
re made by them to play the
victim card. They damaged
the reputation of BJBE" Tiwa-
ritold the court.

Referring to 10th Schedule
of the Constitution, he pointed
out that only if two-thirds of
the AAP MLAs joined hands
with BJE a BJP govt would ha-
ve chancesof survival. “If they
(AAP) genuinely had any evi-
dence, they would come for-
ward with it,” said Tiwari.

The counsel, who played
the video of Atishi's press
conference in the courtroom,
also claimed the moment her
name surfaced in the excise
policy case, she also made si-
milar allegations to divert pe-
ople’s attention.

In the press conference,
Atishi had alleged that she was
approached by BJP to join it or
else she would be arrested by
ED within a month. On April 3,
Kapoor sent a legal notice to
Atishi. BJP had demanded a
public apology for claiming
that the party had approached
her through a “very close™ per-
son, asking her to switch sides.

‘Atmosphere being created to A day later, Cong
make stay in party untenable calls allegations by

Abhinav.Rajput@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A day after resigning as
Delhi Congress president, Arvinder
Singh Lovely said that he wished to
remain in the partv but an atmosphe-
re was being created to make his stay
untenable, He also said that the high
command was perturbed at the large
number of former MLAs visiting his
residence after his resignation.

With less than a month to go for vo-
ting, Lovely’'s resignation on Sunday
rocked his party For his sudden step,
Lovely cited the party’s alliance with
AAP in Delhi, the high command’s
choices of Lok Sabha candidates and
the lack of freedom to elect party fune-
tionaries according to his preferences.

Referring to Congress’ central le-
adership, he said, “My resignation
was accepted within four hours. The-
re was a crowd at my residence yes-
terday, which included 35 former
MLASs. Generally no one visits when
vou resign, but even today there was
alsoalarge crowd.”

Asked if he would join BJF, Love-
Iy said, “I have resigned from the post
of Congress state president, not as
Congress worker, provided they al-
low me tosurvive here.”

He alleged a conspiracy on his ous-
ter: “Since Congress was formed, ne-
ver had a decision on a resignation be-
en taken within four hours,” he said.
“The general secretary in charge of
Delhialleged I did it under BJP pressu-
re. Doesn't he know that I joined BJP
in 20077 If there was pressure, would I
havereturned to Congress?”

Lovely was referring to AICC ge-
neral secretary Deepak Babaria. In
his resignation letter, he had been
critical of Babaria, accusing him of
not allowing the state president to
make appointments and forcing him
to issue suspensions. In response,
Babaria said, “I stopped Lovely in
many instances because the people
who should not have been promoted
were getting promoted. And it was
having a demoralising effect on the
other party workers."”.

Asked how Congress could have

Sanjeey Rastadg

Lovely said he had resigned from the post of Congress state president, not as
Congress worker, provided they (central leadership) allow him to survive there

fought the polls alone given that BJP
had won all seven seats for two conse-
cutive terms, Lovely said, “"Congress
workers were against the alliance.
You cannot deny that (former mini-
ster) Ajay Maken alleged corruption
in AAP (former state president) Anil
Chaudhary even got an FIR registe-
red and (former MP) Sandeep Diks-
hit opposed the alliance. However, |
did not indulge in any blame game.”

Despite the reservations against
the alliance, Lovely claimed, when the
high command decided on it, he had
ensured the state unit fell in, unlike in
Punjab. “They can recall that I ensu-
red the unit agreed to their decisions
even if' it was wrong,"” he asserted.

Hesaid he hasn't given AAPacle-
an chit even if he went on protest
when CM Arvind Kejriwal was ar-
rested. “Why are vounot in an allian-
cein Punjab? Aren't voudoingitonly
towin,something I noted inmy resig-
nation letter?”

He added, “In the three constituen-
cies where Congress is fighting, they

are putting up Kejriwal’s photos, not
ours. What Kind of alliance isthis?”

When asked who his choices were
havingobjected tothe high command’s
selection for Kanhaiva Kumar for the
North East Delhi constituency and
Udit Raj for North West, Lovely said,
“For five months, Congress workers
obey all your orders. Today, when they
resent being denied nominations, vou
want me to remove them from the par-
tv I am not ready for that. You induct
another state president to do that.”

Commenting on AAP Rajya Sab-
ha member Sanjay Singh's statement
that Lovely was the main person in
the alliance, the former Congress he-
ad said, “INDIA was formed in April
last yvear when I was not the state pre-
sident. Even when the second mee-
ting took place a few months later, [
wasn'tthestatepresident.” Headded,
“Soon after 1 was made president,
Sanjay Singh went tojail. So, how wo-
uld he know? Does that mean that
Singh used to come out of jail and see
what was happening around?”

Student sexually harassed by professor,
forced to leave campus, claims JNUSU

New Delhi: Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity Students Union on Monday al-
leged thatafemale student wassexual-
Iv harassed by a teacher, and inaction
by the administration over the comp-
laint forced her to leave the campus.
JNUSU alleged that another compla-
int accusing the same teacher of “sex-
ual and mental harassment” by the
woman's batchmatesalsodid notelicit
an action by the internal complaints
committee (ICC)of JNL.

They demanded that the admini-
strationexpedite the proceedings of the
complaints filed by the students and ta-
ke action against the accused teacher

*“The professor in question has ha-
rassed the woman through constant

Vandana Mishra, ICC presiding
officer, said an inquiry was
under way and necessary steps
were being taken

messages and calls, including lewd po-
ems and requests for personal mee-
tings, Upon her refusal to submit to
him, he allegedly threatened her of fai-
ling his paper: The professor then went
on to harass other female students so as
to know about the survivor’s whereabo-
uts. Thesurvivor was forced toleave the
campus,” the students’ union alleged.
Vandana Mishra, 1ICC presiding
officer, told PTI that an inquiry was

under way and necessary steps were
beingtaken. “The due process of ingu-
iry is undergoing. The required ac-
tion/steps have been taken from the
side of ICC,” she said. The students
union claimed that a sexual harass-
ment complaint was filed by the
survivor with ICC on April 10 against
the accused. Another complaint was
filed by a few batchmates of the
survivor on April 15, accusing the tea-
cher of sexually and mentally haras-
sing them for knowing the whereabo-
uts of the student.

Last month, a student of the uni-
versity had complained that she was
sexually harassed by four individuals,
including two former students. e

Lovely baseless

TimEs NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A day after he quit as
Dielhi unit president of the grand
old party, Congress on Monday re-
futed allegations made by Arvin
der Singh Lovely in his resignation
letter. Calling the allegations “to-
tally baseless”, Congress spoke-
sperson Supriva Shrinate questio-
ned his “intentions” for taking this
step in the middle of elections.

Congress plans to soon anno-
unce Lovely’s replacement on the
lines of an interim “working or
acting” president.

“I would like to respond to ma-
ny of his allegations but I will not.
However, I want to say that there
was no decision taken where he
was not involved. The amount of
access he had to the leadership and
to the Congress president, 1 think
very few would have that. Allhisal-
legations are baseless and we deny
them vociferously” Shrinate said.
“1 feel in the middle of an election
to do something like this directly
raises guestions on his (Lovely’s)
intentions,” she added.

“Inthe middleof anelection vou
(Lovely) resign, you try and create
difficulties and action should be ta-
ken against someone else. Have vou
heard something like this?” Shrina-
te said when asked about allega-
tions being raised by Lovely and so-
me other ex-MLAs regarding AICC
general secretary in-charge of Del-
hi, Deepak Babaria's decisions that
have the potential to damage the
prospects of Congress in elections.

Speaking to TOI, Lovely ques-
tioned the attacks being steered at
him by seniorCongressleadersand
AAP members. “Senior leaders of
Congress are making allegations
against me. Why are they scared of
me? I am an ordinary worker of the
party now. | have made it clearthat |
have only resigned from the post of
state president. I am very much a
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| would like to respond to
many of his (Lovely’s)
allegations, but | will not.
However, | want to say that
there was no decision
taken where he was not
involved. The amount of
access he had to the
leadership and to the
Congress president, | think
very few would have that

memberof the party”

Lovely in his resignation let-
ter, among several other things,
had trained his guns at Babaria
for unilaterally vetoing decisions
taken bv senior Delhi unit lea-
ders. Babaria has denied the alle-
gations saying, “I stopped him at
many places because the people
who should not have been promo-
ted were getting promoted. And it
caused a demoralising effect on
the other workers of the party..”
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BOTH CONTESTANTS EXUDE CONFIDENCE IN A BATTLE FOR A SEAT WHERE BJP HAS HAD UPPER HAND IN RECENT TIMES

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesgroup.com

minated by BJP fo re-

place Gautam Gamb-
hir in the East Delhi constitu-
ency. Mathotrawasamayvorin
the trifurcated municipal cor-
poration and this is his first
election on the national stage.
Excerptsfroman interviei,

I [arsh Malhotra was no-

B What are the five main poll
issues in your constitunency?

Narendra Modi's govt has
done a lot of work. There are
the Sarai Kale Khan-Meerut
expressway, Akshardham-Deh-
radun expressway, which is
75% complete, and the Rapid
Rail Transit System from Sarai
Kale Khan to Meerut, Also, un-
der the Jaha Jhugegi Wahan Ma-
kan scheme, 4,000 houses will
be provided to slum dwellers in
Kalindi Colony.

B What do you think of yo-
urrival from AAP?

His party promised to
open 500 schools, 20 hospitals
and 20 colleges, but not one
hospitalorcollegecameupin
his constituency In contrast,
an ESI hospital is being built
by central govtin East Delhi. |
visited myv opponent’s area
and found the roads broken
and supply of dirty water:

B BJP has always changed
its candidate in East Delhi.
In 2014, it put up Mahesh
Giri and in 2019, Gautam
Gambhir. AAP alleges it is
because they did not work
for the people.

Gautamji left because he
was busy with cricket, but he
worked hard to clear the Ghazi-
pur landfill despite not getting
any support from Delhi govt.

B AAP accuses your party
of sending CM Arvind Kej-
riwal to jail because you fe-
ar his popularity.

BJP hasn't sent him to jail.
ED and CBI are autonomous
bodies, Delhi High Court has

Sanpeey Rastogl

MALHOTRA SAYS

His (Kuldeep Kumar)
party promised 500
schools, 20 hospitals
and 20 colleges, but
not one hospital or
college came up in
his constituency

said there is evidence to keep
him in jail. Kejriwal has told
so many lies, In fact, he swore
on his children’s head that he
wouldn't ally with Congress
and now they are in alliance.
There is corruption in Delhi
Jal Board, so much money has
been spent on his bungalow
and the liquor scam is there
foreveryone to see.

B But BJP also formed govis
in alliance with politicians
it accused of corruption,
likein Maharashtra.

If anvone is corrupt, then
the investigative agencies will
zet to the bottom of it. AAP's
Sanjay Singh got bail. AAP al-
sogotan SCdecisioninits favo-
ur in Chandigarh municipal
pollscase, It'sonly when the de-
cision is not in its favour that it
makes all these allegations.

B The Ghazipur landfill is
aggravatingthe airand wa-
ter gquality of the area. Peo-
ple also are living in inhu-

In New Delhi
fight, age-old
woes in focus

Abhinav Rajput &
Siddhivi Singh | T

New Delhi: Naresh Suri, one
of the earliest settlers in So-
uth Extension II, reminisces
from the vintage couch in his
house, which stands out with
its old-world allure amidst
the modern facades of neigh-
bouring buildings. His resi-
dence may have preserved its
heritage, but Suri still rues
the changes in the decades.
“There was a time when I
used to play cricket here, but
now there is not enough space
even for guests to park their
cars,” said Suri. “The popula-
tion has increased more than 10
times, but the eivie infrastrue-
ture hasremained the same.”
Though many of his fri-
ends are vocal about their ad-

The constituency
also has a large
population of govt
employees living in
Kaka Nagar, Lodhi
Road, Gole Market
and DDU Marg

miration for PM Narendra
Modi and CM Arvind Kejri-
wal, as the case may be, Suri
himself only enumerates the
problems of daily life in Del-
hi: burglaries, pollution, par-
Kingdisputes, sanitation.

It seems a different world in
Dasghara village, not far from
Rajinder Nagar, where 20-year-
old Sanjana cradles her six-
month-old baby A neighbour
enquires about the water supp-
Iy “Water has finally come,”
Sanjanasaid, before telling TOI.
“Bijli toh issi sarkar ke time se

theek huve hai, but meethe pani

ka issue abhi bhi hai aur roaeds
ki halat aapdekh hi rahe hain.”

Dasghara's broken roads
and littered lanes contrast
sharply with the upscale So-
uth Extension in the New Del-
hi Lok Sabha constituency
As BJP champions nationa-
lismand Modi's Vikaspurush
image and AAP calls the polls
a referendum on Kejriwal's
arrest, both Suri and Sanja-
na, from starkly different
backgrounds, talked of issu-
es rather than leaders. Yet,
college student Nakul of Mal-
viva Nagar doubts issues will
dominatetheelections. Atthe

same time, there’s also the di-
lemma of finalising which le-
ader to support. “ Yaha sab
khud me leader hain, sab ap-
ne mobile me pura din videos
dekhte aur apne hisab se
sochte,” he observed.

The New Delhi constituen-
cy, with 14 lakh voters, has been
represented by BJP's Meenaks-
hi Lekhi for the past two terms.
The current contest has pitted
Bansuri Swaraj, daughter of
saffron stalwart Sushma Swa-
raj, against AAP's three-term
MLA Somnath Bharti. AAP is
hopeful this time because of its
alliance with Congress.

The constituency has large
chunkof Punjabi voters in are-
as like Rajinder Nagar, Grea-
ter Kailash, Patel Nagar and
Moti Nagar, while commercial
areas like Karol Bagh have si-
zable trader populations. The-
re are Jats in villages like
ShahpurJatand Poorvanchali
people in pockets like Naraina.

There is also a large popu-
lation of govt employvees li-
ving in Kaka Nagar, Lodhi Ro-
ad, Gole Market and DDU
Marg. A legal officer working
with govtsaid at Gole Market,
“Congestion, encroachment
of footpaths and traffic pro-
blems are constant. Thereare
also instances of electricity
beingstolen by e-rickshaw ve-
hicles for recharging batteri-
es.” She added, “There seems
to be support tor Bansuri
Swaraj,” and added, after a
pause, “but events like CM's
arrest willalso influence pub-
licopinion.”

Congestion 1s indeed a
concern across the expansive
constituency. But there are
other common-man compla-
ints too. Mudit Mathur, who
lives in Khirki Extension, la-
ments the lack of space and
greenery, underscoring the
citizens' frustration with the
unchanged ground realities.
“Do you see a tree here? The-
re'snopark, noplavground; it
is all so congested,” he said.

The parties, however, are
not focusing on caste and com-
munityasmuchas CM'sarrest
and free services, on one hand,
and central govt boost to in-
frastructure and the Ram
temple, on the other. So will vo-
ters focus on leaders and per-
gsonalities or daily-life conveni-
ences? Only the EVM machi-
nes will show the answers.

man conditions in slums.

Yes, thereareareaslike Gha-
zipur, Trilokpuri and Kondli,
where people don't get clean
drinking water or have good ro-
ads and proper sewerage. Cent-
re will do as much as it can. In
2025, when BJP wins Delhi as
sembly polls, these things will
be remedied.

B But will the-
re be polls in
20257 The

B AAPsayvsthatsinceservi-
cesare under LG, heshould
suspend the DJB CEO for
any water crisis.

If they're able to give free
power, why aren’t they able to
provide water? It's because
they are in nexus with the tan-
ker mafia. If the pipelines are
50 yvears old, why not change
them? AAPs mindset is not fo-
cused on development. Whe-
never unable todo its work, the
party biames Modiji and LG.

B How is this poll different
from earlier ones?

This poll isfocused onnatio-
nal issues, including security,
corruption and terrorism. As
far as the poll being different
over the years, now we use soci-
al media a lot for campaigns.

TOI INTERVIEW
SEAT | EAST DELHI

buzz is that Delhi Assembly
will be dissolved.

In the current ecircumstan-
ces, there should be elections.

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

“\rom a newspaper delivery
boy to a small time worker
whodid odd jobs for AAPto

leader of opposition in East Del-
hi Municipal Corporation and
an MLA's post from Kondli —
Kuldeep Kumar hascomea long
way. And though a scheduled
caste, he has been given a ticket
Sfrom an unreserved constituen-
cw Excerpts from an interview:

B What are the main elec-
tionissues in East Delhi?
Law and order is a huge pro-
blem. Drug abuse has taken the
shape of a pandemic. My priori-
ty will be to rehabilitate addic-
ted children and puta stop to the
sale of narcotics. Murders and
rapes are also frequent in East
Delhi. When Gautam Gambhir-
ji was MP the committee on law
andorderrarely met. Iwill make
that committee active. [ will also
work as a bridge between Delhi
govt and Delhi
Development
Authority.  Del-
hi govt has a lot
of funds and
my responsibility will be to get
land from DDA for hospitals,
schools, community centres, 1i-
braries and mohalla clinics. 1
willalsotry to bring Delhi Metro
to areas such as Mayur Vihar
Phase [II. Regularisation of
unauthorised colonies and clea-
ring the Ghazipur landfill are al-
so priorities. [ also commit to be
available to people 24x7.

B AAP lost the last two MP
elections here and BJP has
done relatively well in east
Delhi in both assembly and
municipal elections.

People arecomplaining that
their MP never visited their
area in the last decade. The
constituency saw no develop-
ment. | have the benefit of the
lack of work done by the last
two BJP MPs. (Former deputy
CM) Manish Sisodiaji brought
about a revolution in the educa-
tion sector and I will reap its be-
nefit too. Also, BJP failed to ful-

Entire amount of

X 17 crore
available for 2019-
2024 under MPLADS
used by sitting MP
Meenakshi Lekhi

CONSTITUENCY PROFILE

NEW DELHI

Modi Govt Did A Lot Bid To Finish Off AAP
For Delhi: Malhotra Didn’t Work: Kuldeep

latin Kuimar

KULDEEP KUMAR SAYS

Delhi govt has a lot of
funds and my duty will
be to get land from
DDA for hospitals,
schools, community
centres, libraries and
mohalla clinics

filits promisesof providing two
crore jobs, checking price rise,
providing pucca houses to the
poor and depositing Rs 15 lakh
in evervone’s bank account.

B Do vou think the alliance
with Congress will help?

Yes, being in alliance will
definitely make a difference.
There is a strong vote bank in
Delhi now supporting the al-
liance candidates.

B What Kind of coordina-
tion do vou have with Cong-
ress on the ground?

You can see one of their
block presidents sitting with
me (points towards a man who
claimed to be from the Laxmi
Nagar unit of Congress). This
election is not about making
Kuldeep Kumar win from East
Delhi; it is about saving the
Constitution, saving democra-
cy. Ononesidethereisanallian-
ce which promises to give emp-
loyment, bring down inflation
and provide farmers with mini-
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Nagar Nagar | Bagh 2020 and 2015 assembly polls
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Biggest margin | 51.8%
Sucheta Kripalani (INC) defeated
Bal Raj (BJS) in 1957

Smallest margin | 0.7%
Lal Krishna Advani (BJP) defeated
Rajesh Khanna (INC) in 1991
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In terms of Bollywood actors like Rajesh
voters, New Delhi Khanna (1991, 1992, 1996),

is the smallest Shatrughan Sinha (1992) & Biswajit
parliamentary (2014) chose this constituency to
constituency in Delhi | pursue their Lok Sabha dream

Its demography changed due to
various delimitation exercises, but
it has remained a parliamentary
constituency in Delhi since the first
Lok Sabha elections in 1952
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CENTRE VS STATE WATER
BJP's Bansuri Swaraj, much Parts of the
like her predecessor, has constituency,

invoked the Modi factor.
While AAP has made polls

the party as corrupt

especially villages
and even some of

a referendum on CM's the upscale areas, not equipped to
arrest, BJP wants to brand are facing a meet demands of the
water crisis growing population

INFRASTRUCTURE

Rapid commercialisation
of neighbourhoods

has led to congestion
and security issues;

e, e,

PROMISES
SOMNATH BHARTI | AAP

If elected, | promise to expand
mohalla groups to the entire New
Delhi constituency. | will remain accessible,
accountable and available to everyone. Poor

law-and-order situation is a major
concern. | want to strengthen
the MP position so it can be used
for the betterment of people.
Through coordinated efforts
with Congress, we aim to work

in tandem with workers and

& local functionaries to save
% the Constitution

e

BANSURI SWARAI | BJP

| promise to establish a startup

hub in New Delhi to create jobs
for youth and support women’s self-help
groups. Priorities include fast-tracking
the desealing of commercial areas and
implementing key schemes like
Ayushman Bharat Yojana and Atal
Pension Yojana. We'll focus on
easing traffic congestion around
Dhaula Kuan and enhancing
women's safety through
drone surveillance in
collaboration with
Delhi Police

e e e e e

mum support price for their
crops. On the other are people
talking about changing the
Constitution and running the
country under a dictatorship.

B What are your views on
vourrival here?

BJP announced itscandida-
te more than a month ago, but
he is still holding introductory
meetings. If somebodywhohas
been a mavor needs an intro-
duction, one realises he has ne-
ver worked on the ground.

B How do vou counter the
gquestions about the arrest
and alleged involvement of
CM Arvind Kejriwal and
Manish Sisodia in the exci-
se policy case?

People understand that Ar-
vind Kejriwalji, Manishji and
other party functionaries have
been jailed in fabricated cases
to crush AAP People stand
with us on the issue of the
wrongful arrest of Kejriwal
and Manish Sisodia. People in
Haryvana, UP and other states
have started asking if Delhi
can get free and 24x7 power or
free water, why can't they?

B Why did AAP select vou

to contest this election?
The party commissioneda

surveyand my name emerged

on this basis of the work I ha-

vedone earlier as a municipal
councillor and then as MLA.

BJP sets up over
40 teams to boost
voter outreach

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Delhi unit of
BJP has intensified its campa-
1gn ahead of Lok Sabha polls.
forming more than 40 teams
for voter outreach to different
sections, including minorities.

The teams are holding regu-
lar meetings to ensure that spee-
ches, social media campaigns, lo-
gistics, data, media, booth work
of candidates are prepared.

Theteamsare alsoworkingto
bring a Delhi-specific manifesto.

Delhi BJP president Vi-
rendra Sachdeva, who heads
the election management coms-
mittee, said that the teams, he-
aded by experienced leaders,
will ensure that campaigning
opes on smoothly on all seven
Lok Sabha seats.

Delhi will vote on May 25. No-
mination papers will be filed by
candidates from April 29 to May 5.

“The campaign committe-
es for specific purposes will
discharge dual functions of
monitoring involvement of le-
aders and workers of different
departments and cells of the
party as well as boosting voter
outreach in view of the polls,”
Sachdevasaid.

Party MLA from Ghonda
Assembly constituency Ajay
Mahawar has been appointed
the convener of the election
management committee of the
party along with Rajiv Babbar,
Gajendra Yadav and Yogita
Singh as co-conveners.

Niraj Tiwari, who heads the

Purvanchal campaign commit-
tee, said that in view of the
polls, the activists of the Pur-
vanchal Morcha have been as-
ked toreach out to voters in the-
ir respective Lok Sabha consti-
tuencies to spread awareness
about the Modi government's
welfare works in the city,

Tiwari, who is the co-head
of thejhuggijhopri(slumsettle-
ments)campaign team, said the
issue of non- implementation
of various schemes like the Ay-
ushman Bharat health insuran-
ce plan and PM Awas Yojana by
Kejriwal govt was being spread
through the workers.

Senior Delhi BJP leader and
MLA Vijender Gupta, who is co-
head of the manifesto commit-
tee, said that work was under
way to launch the document
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls.

Delhi BJP is also planning
to bring out a “chargesheet”
against the ruling AAP in Del-
hi that will focus on various
aspects of the nine years of
chief ministership of Kejri-
wal, party functionaries said.

Heads and in-charges of te-
ams for special contacts with
professionals and eminent ci-
tizens, talking points of spee-
ches of leaders, booth related
work, beneficiary contact,
transport facilities, publicity
material, advertisements thro-
ugh TV, radio, FM channels,
contact with women, wvouth,
Scheduled Caste voters among
others have also been deputed,
party leaders said.
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EJF' plans to showcase the work of Modi govt to the people in a big way

BJP: Cong plans to strip OBCs
of quota in favour of Muslims

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva, along with some party leaders and
workers, staged a protestoutside the Congress
headguarters on Monday He alleged that
Congress was favouring the Muslim commu-
nity and trying todivide the nation.

Carrying banners and posters, the BJP functio-
naries and workers marched from Mandir Margto
the Congress headquarters. They removed the bar-
ricades on the route. During the protest, they also
burnt an effigy of Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.
A few protesters were detained by police.

Sachdeva said, “I never imagined thatina
country where the majority population is over
80%, they would have to take to the streets to

fight for their rights.”

“Whenever Congress has come to power, it
has worked to divide the nation. If the party at-
tempts to snatch away the reservation given to
the OBC and SC/ST communities by the Consti-
tution. then it will not be tolerated,” he alleged.

The Delhi BJP chief further claimed,
Karnataka, 27% reservation isfor the OBC socie-
tv. butovernight, the word ‘Muslim’isadded toit.
From govt jobs toall kinds of facilities, Congress
has favoured the Muslim community, which isal-
s0 happening in Kerala and Telangana.”

Sachdeva said, “Today, even foreign po-

wers are eveing to destabilise the country, so

we have to knock on every door to talk about

the policies and actions of Modigovt.”

BJP functionary Sunil Yadav alleged,
“Along with reservation for minorities, Cong-
ress 1s mdulging in manipulation that the
OBC Hindu society will not tolerate. Congress
is trying to change our Constitution.”
Rahul Gandhi comes forward and apologises
to the people, our struggle will continue.”

Another BJP functionary, Kapil Mishra, alle-
ged, “Congress wants to crush the rights which
BR AmbedKkar had given tothe OBC.”

“They have done it in Karnataka where
thev have a govt,” he claimed further.

“Today Congress has become the second
face of the Muslim League, Whatever was the-

“Until

re in the document of Muslim League, the

“In

ra,” headded.

hek Dutt said,

same thing has been written by Congress in
the manifesto of 2024," he claimed.

Hitting back, Congressfunctionary Abhis-
“Lots of false information and
lies are being peddled throughout the day by
BJP on our manifesto. The truth is that Cong-
ress says 30 lakh jobs, 50% reservation for wo-
men in govt jobs and Rs1lakh apprenticeship
scheme for graduates & diploma holders.”

“BJP on the other hand, is fighting the polls on
issues like Hindu-Muslim, meat and mangalsut-

Sunita, Atishi meet CM in jail;
update him on schools, health

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi minister
Atishion Monday said she was
directed by chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal to ensure that
the city's residents didn't face
water crisis during summer.

After meeting the AAPna-
tional convener in jail, along
with his wife Sunita Kejri-
wal, Atishi said that upon be-
ing asked about his well-be-
ing, Kejriwal told her not to
worry about him. “T asked
him how he was doing and
how was his health. He told
me not to worry about him
and his health.”

AAP had earlier said Delhi
ministers would regularly me-
et Kejriwal in jail and discuss
governance issues. Health mi-
nister Saurabh Bharadwa]
had met Kejriwal last weel,
Atishion Tuesdav Delhi CM is
lodged in Tihar Jail ina money
laundering case linked to the
now-withdrawn excise policy,

AAP functionaries had
earlier claimed that Sunita’s
application to meet her hus-
band was denied by the Tihar
administration.

Atishi told reporters that
CM inguired from her if scho-
olchildren were getting bo-
oks. “He also asked me whet-
her children were facing any

File photo

Atishi and Sunita Kejriwal at a recent INDIA bloc rally in Delhi

difficulty in studies and
whether the problem of medi-
cines in mohalla elinics had
beenresolved.”

On ensuring adequate wa-
ter supply during summer,
Atishi said, “CM has asked to
pay special attention to this
matter, He has also given a
message for women. Hesaid he
would come out soon and has
promised that Rs 1,000 honora-
rium will be given to them so-
on. A plan for the scheme is be-
ingmade by him."”

Presenting the budget for
the financial vear 2024-25 in
March, Delhi govt had anno-
uncedamonthly honorarium
scheme of Rs 1,000 for women

aged abovel8.

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor cal-
led Atishi's statements as
“melodrama” and alleged
that instead of worrving abo-
ut people’s needs, Kejriwal
concentrated on generating
money for AAP's political ex-
pansion during 2015-24.

On the Tihar authorities
earlier denying permission
to Sunita to meet her hus-
band, Atishi charged that it
was BJP's dictatorship. “Two
people are allowed to meet in
one go. We had permission to
meet him, but all of a sudden
they refused. What conspira-
cy isthis?”
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BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL: FLOWERING TREES OFFER A VISUAL DELIGHT

Code Red! Gulmohar Steals
Show Even As Capital Sizzles

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Asthescorching
summer heat intensifies in
Delhi, the vibrant orange-
red blossoms of the Gulmo-
har tree take centre stage,
adorning the city's canopy
and gardens with their stri-
King beauty While most of
the citv's flowering trees suc-
cumb to the soaring tempe-
atures, Gulmohar thrives,
providing a fresh and color-
ful canopy during the peak
of its flowering season.

Gulmohar, known by va-
rious names such as "fire
tree, flame tree, gold mohr,
royal poinciana, peacock flo-
wer and flambovant,” is glo-
bally renowned for its stun-
ning scarlet blooms and
fern-like leaves. Its captiva-
ting appearance has earned
it a special place in the he-
arts of people, with its beau-
tv even being compared with
the exquisite serenity of
Radhain Bangla.

Experts believe that the
Gulmohar species likely ar-
rived in India around 1850 in
what was then Bombay, after
being discovered by the
French around 1828 in a sur-
prisingly dry region of Ma-
dagascar. Despite its origins,
this ornamental tree has
adapted well to Delhi's clima-
te and has been decorating
the city for less than two cen-
turies. While not common in
all parts of Delhi, it can be fo-
und in areas like central Del-
hi, and across several parks
and gardens.

The Gulmohar tree's be-
auty is not limited to the
summer months. Its leaves
begintoturn vellow in Nov,
with fresh leaves appea-
ring by the end of March
and early April. Flowering
commences in mid-to-late
April, reaching its peak in
early May Naturalist Pra-
dipKrishennotes, “Theflo-
wering will be over by end-
May, but weaker flushes
ripple through the rains.
Pods remain on the tree for
a long time; still there in
March of the year follo-
wing flowering.”

Krishen points out that
while most speciesdry out in
the summers, Gulmohar and
Amaltash are the large tree
species that bloom during
the peak summer months.
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Other species, such as Bouga-
invillea and Champa, have
many hvbrids that also flo-
wer during this time. He ex-
plains, “It is a fairly brittle
iree, it's not flexible and bre-
aks easily, that's why vou wo-
uld see its branches breaking
during strong winds. Also,
nothing grows underneath
the Gulmohar, because its lea-
ves have chemicals which in-
hibitother plants.”

According to experts, na-
tivetreesflower inaway that
allows them to drop their se-
eds by the monsoon season
when conditions like mois-
ture are supportive of ger-
mination. Although Gulmo-
har is not native to India, it
behaves similarly, Its legu-
me is very woody and hard,
withthefruitformed this se-
asonfallingthefollowing ye-
ar. While there is no clear re-
cord of when Gulmohar was
brought to Delhi, it is esti-
mated to have arrived after
its introduction in Mumbai
around 1850.

Ajay Kaushik, deputy di-
rector of the horticulture
department at Delhi Tou-
rism, remarks, “This is the
best time for blooming of
Gulmohar, and soon Amal-
tash with its vellow flowers
in bunches willfollow. These
trees Keep the city colourtul
through peak summers and
define out city's canopy.
Thevareadmirable.”

Naraina flyover to be partly shut from May 1

New Delhi: The Naraina fly-
over connecting Dhaula Ku-
an and Mayapuri is going to
be partly shut from May 1 for
repair works. The Delhi traf-
fic police has issued an advi-
sory for commuters. The op-
posite carriageway will con-
tinue to stay operational for

the movement of traffic.
Traffic police has advi-
sed separate routes for ease
of access. The first route
suggest commuters to take
Vande Matram Marg from
Dhaula Kuan, turn left on
Prof. Ramnath Viz. Marg,
turn left from Rattanpuri

Straight out of a web
series: Gang throws
out notes during chase

Abhay@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: When police
started chasing five mem-
bers of a gang fleeing with a
man's bag in east Delhi’s
(Gandhi Nagar, they encoun-
tered a scene reminiscent of
the web series Farzi in which
men threw currency notes in
the air to attract people and
create an obstacle. However,
in real life, the plan came to
naught, and the cops mana-
ged to nab them.

The accused were identifi-
ed as Daman, Praveen, his wi-
fe Sangeeta, Rohitand Sakshi.

The complainant, Rajeev
singh, who works as a cash
carrier for a shop owner in
Karol Bagh, told police that
he was out to deliver Rs 4.5
lakh on April 28. After delive-
ring Rs 2.5 lakh at a location,
he proceeded towards Gand-
hi Nagar. Singh arrived at the
bustling Gandhi Nagar mar-
ket at 3pm. where an e-ricks-
haw driver approached him,
insisting on giving him aride
to Jheel Chowk. As Singh bo-
arded the vehicle, he noticed
that it already had four pas-
sengers — two women and
twomen.

During the journey, Singh
orew increasingly wary of
their behaviour. “He became
suspicious of their activiti-
es,” police said. The situation
turned for worse when the
passengers suddenly grab-
bed Singh’s bag and threw
him out of the moving e-
rickshaw, and the vehicle ma-
de a swift escape.

Singh sought assistance
from a passing scooter rider
to follow the escaping e-ricks-
haw, he told police. However,
he refrained from attempting

tohaltorovertakethevehicle,
fearing that the assailants
might be carrying weapons.
Instead, he hoped to locate a
patrolling police officer and
report the incident to him.

Upon spotting constable
Rajkumar of Geeta Colony
police station, Singh told him
about the incident, who then
proceeded to notify other offi-
cersthrough various commu-
nication channels, including
WhatsApp. “Rajkumar took a
head constable with him on
his motorbike and initiated
the chase. Meanwhile, two
other officers positioned
themselves at the next check-
point to intercept the crimi-
nals,” police said.

In a desperate attempt to
avoid being caught, the accu-
sed resorted to the dramatic
escape plan. One of the su-
spects opened the bag and
scattered 25 thousand rupe-
esintotheair, hopingtocrea-
te chaos and confusion
among local people and the
chasing police officers. At
the same time, the rest of the
accused, with the remaining
cash, jumped out of the e-
rickshawandranintoanear-
by field to escape.

The constable started
pursuing the suspects on fo-
ot, leaving his motoreyvele be-
hind. Simultaneously, other
officers beganchasing there-
maining accused. The coor-
dinated effort led to the app-
rehension of all five people
and the recovery of Rs 1.75
lakh in cash.

Deputy commissioner of
police (Shahdara) Surender
Chaudhary said they had re-
cistered a case under Sec-
tion 395 (dacoity) of Indian
Penal Code.

Chowk, on Dev Prakash
Shastri Marg, then turn left
from Loha Mandi T-Point on
Goswami Girdhari Lal Marg
and finally turn right from
Naraina T-Point on to Ring
Road for Mayapuri.

The second route advises
commuters to take Cariappa

Marg from Dhaula Kuan,
then Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Marg - Jail Road till Lajwanti
Chowk, then turn right on
Satguru Ram Singh Marg till
Mavapuri Chowlk - Ring Road.

Commuters are also advi-
sed to not park their vehicles
by the side of theroad. twn

Bizman arrested for murdering friend in N Delhi

Tines News NETwork

New Delhi: A 39-yvear-old bu-
sinessman was arrested for
murdering hisfriend in north
Dielhi, whom he suspected of
stealing things from his com-
pany. Police said the accused
wasalsoangrythatthevictim
used to talk to his wife.

Police received informas-
tion about the incident at
12:34pm on April 27. The body
was found on the roof of a

shopatOld Lajpat Rai Market,
opposite the Red Fort. The de-
ceased was identified as Ma-
noj Kumar Gupta, aged 28. De-
puty commissioner of police
(North) Manoj Meena said
that during the probe, they
discovered that at the time of
the incident, he was with his
friend Gulab Jha who was ta-
ken into custody for questio-
ning and confessed to his cri-
me of murdering histriend,
Jha was running a packa-

ging business, and the victim
worked under hissupervision.
He believed that the wvictim
was stealing things, which re-
sulted 1n losses. The two 1ndi-
viduals were consuming alco-
hol together when a heated ar-
gument erupted between
them. It was during this alter-
cation that the accused alle-
gedly took the life of hisfriend.

“*Since the victim was hea-
vily intoxicated, his head hit
the floor and thereafter, Jha

got hold of a piece of glass
bottle Iying nearby and slas-
hed the neck of the deceased
repeatedly, leaving no chance
of his survival and also took
hismobile phone,” police said.
Jha told cops that the vic-
tim used to converse frequent-
Iy with his wife, “Gupta annoy-
ed Jha as he was frequently
contacting his wife and trving
to make proximity with her,
and he was enraged by the act
of hisfriend,” the police said.
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INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
BENGALURU

THE MOST PREMIUM AND FIRST TRULY
INTERNATIONAL BOARDING SCHOOL IN INDIA

Harrow School, UK, one of the world's most elite schools,

is the alma mater of numerous Prime Ministers,

Nobel Laureates and members of royal families. In 2023,
International Harrovians won places at Oxford, Cambridge,
Harvard, Stanford, Yale and many other top global universities.

Harrow Bengaluru, established by the Amity Education Group,
carries forward this 450 years of legacy of academic excellence,
Situated on a beautiful 60-acre campus just 20 minutes from

the airport, Harrow Bengaluru is a co-educational boarding and
day school, with outstanding teachers from around the world.

Led by our Head Master, Mr Andrew Leale
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« Former Director, Tonbridge School, UK
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Is inheritance tax a boon to redistribute wealth
in society or a bane that takes a share out of
your birthright? These are the questions that
makes the inheritance tax such a crucial
conversation this election.

Learn more about such relevant issues that empower you with
knowledge as you cast your vote this election season. Read on
the Dance of Democracy to stay well informed and up to date.
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MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS

NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 18" March, 2024

S.0. 1469(E).—In exercise of powers conferred by sub-sectin (1) of section 3A of section 3A of the
National Highways Act, 1956 (48 of 1956) (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), the Central Government,
after being satisfied that for the public purpose, the land, the brief description of which is given in the Schedule
below, is required for building (widening/two lane with paved shoulderffour laning etc.,), maintenance,
management and operation of No. Yet to be Assigned in the stretch of land from Km 5.8 to Km 16.9 Western
side spur of Rampur - Rudrapur section connecting NH-24 to NH-87 bypassing Rampur town in the district of
RAMPUR in the state of UTTAR PRADESH, hereby declares its intention to acquire such land.

Any person interested in the said land may, within twenty-one days from the date of publication of this
notification in the Official Gazette, object to the use of such land for the aforesaid purpose under sub-section(1)

of section 3C of the said Act.

Every such objection shall be made to the Competent Authority, namely, ADM (F/R), RAMPUR in writing
and shall set out the grounds thereof and the Competent Authority shall give the objeclor an opportunity of
being heard, either in person or by a legal practitioner, and may, after hearing all such objections and after
making such further enguiry, if any, as the Competent Authority thinks necessary, by order, either allow or

disallow the objections.

Any order made by the Competent Authority under sub-section (2) of section 3C of the said Act shall be

final.

The land plans and other details of the land to be acquired under their notification are available and can be
inspected by the interested person at the aforesaid office of the Competent Autharity.

SCHEDULE

Brief Description of the land to be acquired with or without structures falling No. Yet to be
Assigned in the stretch of land from Km. 5.8 to Km. 16.9 Western side spur of Rampur - Rudrapur
section connecting NH-24 to NH-8T bypassing Rampur town in the district of RAMPUR in the state

District: RAMPUR
https:/legazette.gov.in

Publication date 18" March, 2024

of UTTAR PRADESH.

https:/legazette.gov.inWriteReadData/2024/253202. pdf
https://bhoomirashi.gov.in/auth/revamp/showfile.cshtm|? TAB=bGFIVGhyZWVBX2ZpbGVz&fk=bm30

aWZpY2F0aW3uX2lk&fkid=NjcSMzU=&EncHid=32453679%&type_id=1

[F. No. 11020/1/2021/PIU-MBD/3A]

ABHAY JAIN, Dy. Secy.

Note: Physical copy of this notification is also available at the office of CALA/PIUW/RO and land owners

may also see the notification there.
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Late Sh. Virender Aggarwal Ji
Chairman and Managing Director, Prayag India
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Fewer 40°C Days, But April

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The city has expe-
rienced an average maximum
temperature of 37 degrees Cel-
siusthis month —slightly abo-
ve the long-term average for
the month and higher than
previous April's average — de-
spite surpassing the 40-degree
Celsius mark onlyv on one day.
According to the India Me-
teorological Department
(IMD), there have been nume-
rous days with temperatures
around 38 and 39 degrees. The
lack of rainfall has prevented
a significant drop in mercury.
Last yvear, Delhi experien-
ced cooler temperatures at the
beginning of April, with tem-
peratures dropping below 30
degrees Celsius, but it had four
days with temperatures of 40
degrees Celsius or higher. The
vear 2022 saw an exceptional 16
davs in April when the maxi-
mum temperature exceeded 40
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MAY THE MAY BE MERCIFUL ON MERCURY

In 2020, the maximum tem-
perature crossed the 40-degree
threshold only on one day in
April. The monthly average
maximumthen was35.3degre-
es Celsius,

“This April, there were aro-
und five western disturbances,
but they were all feeble and co-

the capital. However, it caused
rain in the mountains. If there
were showers, then it was most-
lv towards late evening or after
the maximum temperature had
been recorded. So the tempera-
tures did not drop that signifi-
cantly and davtime remained
largely warm, However, despite

Warmer Than Previous Year

Lack Of Rain Has Prevented A Significant Drop In Mercury

File Phato

weak, strong winds and clou-
ding prevented the daytime
temperature from crossing 40
degrees Celsius that often. The
city saw winds of around 20-30
kmph for at least 15-16 days in
April this vear,” said Kuldeep
Srivastava, a scientist at IMD.

He added that the surface
winds and cloudiness helped
in keeping the daytime tempe-
rature constant or around 37-
38 degrees Celsius.

The city recorded 7.5 mm
of rainfall till April 29, which
is likely to end the month in a
rain deficit, similar to March
(4.3 mm). The long-period av-
erage (LPA) for rainfall in
Aprilis16.3mm, while1t 1s17.4
mm for March.

In 2023, the highest maxi-
mum temperature in April
was40.6degrees Celsius, while
in 2022 it was 43.5 degrees Cel-
sius, and in 2021 it was 42.2 deg-
rees Celsius. This year, the
mercury crossed the 40-degree
mark only once, on April 26, re-

August 15, 1926 - April 27, 2024
Prayer Meeting
April 30, 2024 | at 3:30pm
Brijmohan Munjal Vedic Kendra Auditorium
Arya Samaj, Greater Kailash - 1, New Delhi - 110048

THE WHIG FAMILY

KIRTAN & ANTIM ARDAS
Tuesday, 30" April 2024

12" March 1936 - 26" April 2024

Kohli Family
Sawhney Family

This is fo inform you that our beloved mother
SARDARNI GURCHARAN KAUR KOHLI

Wilo Late Sardar Harbans Singh Kohli
has returned to her heavenly abode.
In fond memeory of the departed soul

Kirtan & Antim Ardas
will be held from 12:30 PM to 01:30 PM at
Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Sahib - MAIN HALL

Pandit Pant Marg, New Delhi -110001 (Near Parliament House)

|

Arora Family
Anand Family

)f'. *‘ ¢ p 22l Family, Relatives & Friends degrees Celsius, uldn't make a major impact on  thewesterndisturbancesbeing  aching40.5degrees Celsius,
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REMEMBRANCES

in Everiasiing Memory of

OUR BELOVED MOTHER
Dr. SHAIL BALA DAYAL

w/0o Late DR. Y DAYAL,
left for her heavenly
abode on 27th April 2024

"SHE LIVES IN
US FOREVER"

Prayer Meeting at Arya Smt “I]ﬂ]‘ Dhawan
Samaj Mandir, Vasant Pi
Vihar, on 30th April 2024 '[ mkﬂ
at 3pm. 11.10.1956 - 30.04.2021
Jrd Death anniversary
VO o We all miss
eeply Mourned By P ,
Atul-Kavita, Anita- your Olisstul smite
Ashutosh, Anant-Anshul, . ,
Arjun-Somya, Sudhanshu- Deeply Loved & missed by.
Priyanka, Swati-Ankit & Manmohan Dhawan
Great-grand children. (Hus bEnFI}
and Family
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Scan For Location THE BHALLA FAMILY A & SHARING MEMORIES = (84
i * - Shri Suresh Chand Gupta
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Fl In Loving Memory of A Retd. Chief Engr., DJB
One of a kind ?} 97 Jan 1944 - 30 April 2021
]' ] You are always in our
thoughts and memories
q & we know you are
watching over us. We
pray to God to bless your soul with eternal
peace. Remembered By: Guptas, Singhals
i | and Sehgals Sachin Gupta - 9810466669
Bhagat Singh Puri
(January 2, 1922 - April 30, 2010)
You left us this day 14 years ago. You
were the role model husband, father and
grandfather.
Your memory ever so fresh, we continue to
feel your presence in our midst. You are
the inspiration for us. We endeavour to
approximate the high standards you set.
i [ | Hardeep and Lakshmi Pradeep and Kaki The silent joy of remembering a loved one.
S h rl S h rl N IWas G a rg Himayani, Hari, Amaya Zai and Jai Deep Aliya, Siddharth and Leia The moments you shared together.
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—E%f@:a— Colleagues. With all those whose lives
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Rain likely today,
AQI turns poor

New Delhi: The city saw a warm Mon-
day with the weather changing towards
the evening to an overcast sky. The air
quality also turned poor:

A forecast by India Meteorological
Department (IMD) showed a western
disturbance which could influence
parts of Delhi-NCR in the early hours of
Tuesday, which may lead to drizzling in
some 1solated areas.

Another approaching western distur-
bance, around May 4, is expected to be we-
ak. Much like April, these passing western
disturbances are expected to keep surface
wind speed high, and the maximum tem-
perature below 40 degrees Celsius.

The weather department expects the
maximum temperature to drop slightly
onTuesday. It could hover around 37 deg-
rees Celsius.

“There is another western disturban-
ce expected due to which in the first week
of May, or at least this week. The daytime
temperature will remain mostly below
normal or hover around 38-37 degrees Ce-
lius, one or two days it may drop further.
However, therising trend will refurn once
thewesterndisturbance passes,” Kuldeep
Srivastava, senior scientist at IMD, said.

On Monday, the city’s base station at
Safdarjung recorded the maximum tem-
peratureat 38.3degrees Celsius, adegree
below normal against 38.2 degrees a day
earlier. The minimum was 228 degrees
Celsius, a notch below normal and aga-
inst 23.5 degrees Celsius a day earlier.

Delhi’sairquality index (AQI)on Mon-
day was 224, against 174 a day earlier. tnw

Transgender wing
of AAP demands

release of Kejriwal

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: AAP's transgender wing
held a protest in Delhi demanding relea-
se of chief minister Arvind Kejriwal.

The protest was led by AAP MLA Dilip
Pandey and transgender councillor Bobi.

Kejriwal is lodged in Tihar jail on the
charge of corruption in the now shelved
liquor policy after a Delhi court on April
23extended his judicial custody till May 7.

Several people from the transgender
community gathered at Delhi Gate wea-
ring AAP caps and tees with “Jail Ka Ja-
wab Vote Se” written on them.

Bobi, who won the MCD election in
Sultanpuri-A ward, said; “No money
trail has been established. 5till an elec-
ted CM has been put behind bars.”

“No other person has done so much
for Delhi like chief minister Kejriwal
has done for every community For
transgenders, he even gave free passes
to us in DTC which no one ever tho-
ught,” Bobi said.

During the demonstration, MLA Di-
lip Pandey said: “It has become clear
from the two phases of voting that BJP 1s
losing. The people of Delhiand the count-
ryvarenow standingagainst the‘Jail Bhe-
jo' (send tojail) policy of BJE" he said.

Pandey said: “It has never happened
in India that the campaign song of any
party was banned, but at the behest of
BJP, thecampaign songof the Aam Aad-
mi Party has been banned.”

“All these symptomsreflect acceptan-
ce of defeat by BJP. The people of the co-
untry have understood this. The people
of Delhi and the entire country are stan-
dingunited againstthe high-handedness
and dictatorship of the BJB" he said.

The people have stood against
BJP'spoliticsof sendingopposition le-
aders tojail.

Pandey said that, so far, two phases
of voting for Lok Sabha elections have
taken place,

The voting trends of these two pha-
ses have made it clear that the BJP is lo-
singinthe Lok Sabha elections. The peo-
ple of the country will answer thearrest
with their votes, he said.

Over personal tiff,
21-yr-old sets fire to
neighbour’s house

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: A 21-vear-old man has been
arrested for allegedly setting hisneigh-
bour's house on fire over a personal dis-
pute in the early hours of Monday in
outer Delhi's Rani Bagh area. There we-
re no casualties in the incident.

Police investigation revealed that
the accused, identified as Samik, had
set the two-wheeler parked outside the
house on fire, which then spread to the
house’s air conditioning unit and eng-
ulfed the entire residence,

I
corv foo. | The accused had

tage that | Setthe two-wheeler
surfaced parked outside the
o diﬁ;“ﬂé house on fire, which
man  can | thenspread to the
be seen ig- | house's AC unit and
niting the § engulfed the entire
fire before residence

fleeing the
scene, Within minutes, thefire had eng-
ulfed the house.

A police officer said that the incident
occurred around 415 am on Monday. “A te-
am was rushed to the spot. It came to light
that thefamily of four, including twochild-
ren, sleeping inside the house had mana-
ged to escape with difficulty” they said.

“The people around tried to control
the fire by pouring water on it in time,
due to which the fire could not reach the
upperfloors, Butby thenall the goods we-
re destroved in thefire,” said the officer.

The accused was identified and ar-
rested under Section 436 (committing
mischief by fire or any explosive sub-
stance) of the Indian Penal Code.

The accused has alleged that the ne-
ighbour abused his mother a few days
ago, due to which he earried out the ar-
son, police said,
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Crime Patrol! Local Cops
In Shahdara On Front Foot

Policemen To Achieve 5,000 Steps Per Day, App To Monitor

Siddhivi.Singh@timesgroup.com TIMES VIEW: This is a welcome step, literally. Foot patrolling

enables copstointeract better and with more people, whichin
New Delhi: In an age when  turnimprovestheirinformation gathering network. It also makes
bikesand SUV patrolsarethe themmore visible, which lifts public morale and deters potential
focus areas of police, foot pat-  criminals. Walking on foot also helps police personnel stay in
rolling — one of the traditio- bettershape. Thisis a win-win situation.

crime before it happens,
which may include evervthing
from spotting dark corners to
keeping an eye on suspicious
movements. The application,
which will be installed on all

nal methods - is getting a
fresh lease of life in Shahda-
ra. The local beat cops are
now required to achieve a mi-
nimum of 5,000 steps per day
to ensure thorough coverage
of their assigned areas. This
initiative is supported by a
dedicated foot patrolling app-
lication, facilitating real-ti-
memaonitoring and documen-
tation of patrol activities.
With over 700 users as of
now, shahdara cops say they
are already witnessinga drop
in the cases of PCR calls,

night robberies and theft ca-
ses. Footpatrollinghasbeena
great tool for police across the
globe for “street domination”
and establishing close ties
with the neighborhoods.
According to Surendra
Choudhary, DCP of Shahda-
ra,the application aimstoen-
hance security and optimise
police operations by enabling
officers to closely track their
movements within designa-
ted areas. “Its key features in-
clude meticulous recording

of steps taken, distances co-
vered, and time spent on pat-
rols, with real-time updates
available only within offi-
cers’ jurisdictions. The app
also alerts officers to impor-
tant areas, incidents and un-
checked locations,” he savs.
The DCP adds that the ove-
rarching goal is to transition
from reactive policing to pro-
active community engage-
ment. The foot patrolling te-
ams will recognise local crime
patterns and find wavs to stop

the beat cops’ phones, will not
only ensurecommunity safety
butwill also promote health of
the policemen.

Officers added that the ini-
tiative, although in a nascent
stage, has seen recent succes-
ses such as the swift resolu-
tionof aRs2lakhrobbervcase
that took place in Gandhi Na-
gar. Thecasewas cracked easi-
ly, thanks to a foot patrolling
officer’s timely intervention.

Copsclaimedthat withthe
implementation of the app, a
drop was seen 1n the number

of night robbery cases, which
went down from 1,969 cases
lastyeartol,300this vear. Bur-
glary cases saw a dip of aro-
und 20% compared with the

STREET DOMINATION

EEEGH

Shahdara District Police - > Community same period last year.

App| Develaped for engagement Another important ele-
effective foot patrolling » Allows better ment of the application is the
Target | Officers aim to observation visual documentation thro-
complete 5,000 steps of suspicious ugh geotagged image uplo-
within their jurisdiction activities ads, which provides valuable

insights and records for ana-
lysis. “The app facilitates the
sharing of unmonitored are-
asand locations are highligh-

» Quick reaction
to incidents in
congested areas

Users | Over 700
users enrolled

Patrol timing | Conducted

in morning, evening | > Abetter ted on the map. Critical zones
or night shifts for . deterrent for like schools, hospitals and
comprehensive coverage potential criminals  crime hotspots are prioriti-

» Develops sed, while real-time monito-

KEY FUNCTIONS

deeper ring facilitates swift respon-

Comprehensive surveillance | Precision 2023 vs 2024 understandingof ~ Ses to emergencies or devia-
in tracking ensures full coverage of (Jan 1-Apr 15) neighbourhoods tions from patrol routes,” of-
designated areas A | » Bromiatas ficersexplained.
Real-time monitork | Track =As claimed by Shahdara police : i Senior cops added that the
S : i physical exercise  ;,tiative was aimed at integ-
officers’ last known location for . Robberies at night | and fitness [eVelS ratire tachnology soom] ﬁﬂsﬁ
STHIm rEEfDﬂnSE and directing them to ‘” E]D;g; tg::in 1.300) > More flexible into pgn] iLt.:ing ﬂ;&;ﬂﬁﬂﬂ‘i h‘:u' en-
places of importance ' ' s . | i ek
) ) ponse to hancing transparency, effecti
Targeted surveillance | Strategic -mm Burglary cases | changing veness and community trust.
location mapping prioritises critical ipﬂ Decrease by 20% circumstances Officers are tasked not only
areas like locations with bad elements, (77 to 51) and for quick with erime prevention butalso
schools and hospitals navigation through ~ with fostering close relations-
Visual documentation | Geo-tagged | Snatching cases | areas thatmight ~ hips with residents and mer-
images offer valuable records for _f"ﬁ Workout rate increased | be inaccessible chants, investigating crimes,
analysing dark spots, sensitive areas, etc from 36% to 65% ' to vehicles and providing guidanceon cri-

' me prevention strategies.

.T“F".ilf’"i‘ may Timely detection, treatment
vt bond K€Y for Fabry disease patients

bail, bond

amount cut

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A Delhi court re-
cently modified a bail order,
reducing the bond amount to
be furnished by a Turkish na-
tional languishing in jail sin-
ce 2018 despite getting bail
overa year ago.

Ebril Han was arrested by
Narcotics Control Bureau in
2018 for allegedly having 1.3
lakh tramadol tablets in his
possession and has been in
custody since then. He was
granted bail in Dec 2023, but co-
uld not furnish the bail bond.

While hearing an applica-
tion moved by Han, the court
of special judge (NDPS) Sud-
hir Kumar Sirohi said on
April 26, “Condition of the ba-
il has been modified to the ex-
tent that now accused has to
furnish apersonal bond in the
sum of Rs 50,000 with one su-
rety of like amount, therest of
conditions of order dated
14.12. 2023 & 26.02.2024 will re-
mainsame.”

Initially, in Dec 2023, the
bond amount was Rs 1 lakh
with twosurety bondsof same
amounts, which was modified
toa bond of Rs1lakh with one
surety bond of the like amo-
unton Feb 26, 2024.

Han has been charged un-

AnujaJaiswal@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: “Timely detec-
tion and early intervention
improve the quality of life of
a patient suffering from the
Fabrydisease,arare X-linked
lysosomal disorder that re-
sults in excessive deposition
of lipids in tissues,” said Dr
Arvind Chabra (31). He was
diagnosed with the disease
seven yvears ago at Medanta
Hospital, Gurgaon. He now
worksasamedical officerata
private hospital inJalandhar,

April 15 recognised as Fa-
bry Awareness Month in ma-
ny countries, including In-
dia. “To ensure that no life is
put at stake, there is a need to
create awareness about the
disease,” said Dr Chabra.

Dr Chabra told TOI that
while he was doing his MBBS
from Bareilly, he was diagno-
sed with Fabry In 2018, he
luckily got enrolled for recei-
ving the life saving enzyme
replacement therapv (ERT)
in a humanitarian program-
me by a pharma company,
which was started at Sir
Gangaram Hospital.

“I had to visit Delhi twice a
month...It was a very tough
and challenging period for
me...," hesaid, adding thattho-
ugh he was facing heat intole-
rance, numbness and joint pa-
in since he was 6-7-vear-old, no

DR CHABRA SAYS

Within 3-4 years of ERT,
my condition improved
drastically. | could
tolerate heat and my
joint pain got reduced
to a great extent

doctor could identify the pro-
blemand they werecompletely
unaware about the disease,

“When my brother was
screened in 2017 at Medanta
Hospital before he under-
went renal transplantation,
he was diagnosed with Far-
ber disease. At the same time,
I was also screened and diag-
nosed for the same,” he said.

“Within 34 vears of ERT,
my condition improved dras-
tically I could tolerate heat
and my joint pain got reduced
to a great extent. The life sa-
ving treatment saved my life
and ensured that I can go on
with my life and pursue my
dreams,” the doctorsaid. Heis
determined to now transform
the lives of those around him
asamedical professional.

He =aid, “We should start
screening children who are
weak, having recurrent fever,
weight loss, infection and
stable growth...they should
opt tested. Timely detection is
the best option.”

Lysosomal Storage Disor-
der Support Society founder
Manjit Singh said that un-
fortunately Fabry disease is
not detected on early onset as
no symptoms appear from in-
fantile age to even up to 20 ye-
ars, In the intervening age
growth, patients find some
urinary infections, including
stress on kidney functions,
and take symptomatic treat-
ment. This leads toseverity to
kKidney ailments resulting in
Kidney failures one by one or
both in many cases.

Some lucky patientsinthe
age group of 25to 35 are diag-
nosed by nephrologists with
Fabry symptoms and are re-
ferred for Fabry missing en-
Zzyme treatment to genetics
specialists.

He added that there is a
huge need of awareness
among the doctors and gene-
tic physicians for Fabry dis-
order, which affects males on-
ly and comes from the mot-
her's sleeping Lysosome ge-
nes. Fabry isfatal innature if
not treated on time.

Fabry disease is a rare ge-
netic disorder that affects
around 1 in 40,000 people
worldwide. In India, Fabry is
one of the rare diseases noti-
fied under Group 3(a) of Na-
tional Policy for Rare Disea-
ses2021, which isoneof thely-
sosomal storage disorders.

der various sections of Narco-
tic Drugs and Psychotropic

Substances Act, for which the ZX manpower tO meet Dwa_r ka

minimum punishmentis1( ve-

ars, extendable up to 2[} Vears. *
e (GOl View Apartments deadline

ted before the court that co-
ming from poor social strata, For the first time, the authority has ente-
Han couldn’t furnish the bond. red the luxury segment with the Festival Hou-
The prosecution had argu- New Delhi: Aiming to complete the pending  sing Scheme 2023 and offered penthouses, su-
ed that being a foreigner, the workatDwarkaGolf View ApartmentsbyJune per HIG, and HIG flats in Dwarka Sector 19B
accused could abscond if gran- 30, the Delhi Development Authority(DDA)cla-  through auction.
ted bail. However, the court ims tohave doubled the workforce at the site. Buyvers had the option of choosing a flat of
granted him conditional bail, The authority has also engaged a nodal of-  their choice by paying the bidding amount, sa-
imposing various conditions, ficer of assistant engineer rank ateach tower.  idofficials. Underthe scheme, all14 penthouses
including that the accused wo- DDA vice-chairman Subhasish Panda visited and 170 super HIG flats offered were sold out.
uld file a certificate of assu- the project site on April 25 and is monitoring Besides. 240 HIG flais were also booked. The de-
rancefrom the Turkiveembas- the project, officials said. adline for handing over these flats is June 30.
sy, won't leave India, and wo- Last month, some allottees moved the Real “We met the VC, who visited the premises
uld appear on every hearing. Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA) against tocheck the progress of work, on April 19 and
DDA fordelaying work at the site. Thevelaimed  raised two to three points. He listened to us pa-

Times News NETWORK

Man gets life in jail for that finishing and infrastructure works were  tiently We asked that the facility for power
raping minor daughter still in progressatthe complex and theauthori-  backup in flats (besides the common area) be

ty had not obtained all statutory permissions, provided. Officials assured us that they would
including a registration certificate from RE- look into the matter, Extended provision for
RA, raising doubts that the project would be  solar panels and lift facilities was also discus-
convicted of raping his minor completed in a time-bound manner (June 30). sed in the meeting. We are hopeful to getthe al-
daughter to rigorous However, DDA managed toget theregistra- lotments by June-endasit will take another 30-
imprisonment for life, saying the tioncertificate on April4. 60 davs thereafter to make changes as per re-
crime was so “diabolical” that it “We are working on a war footing tofinish  quirement,” said an allottee on condition of
outweighed the mitigating the project by theend of June 2024, Afterrecei- anonvmity

circumstances. It also observed  ving an enthusiastic response for flats at The allottee stated that the project’s pro-
that a life sentence would serve  Dwarka Golf View Apartments, we are ma- moter was instructed bv RERA to open an esc-
the interest of justice and the king all efforts to closely monitor the pro- rowaccount inascheduled bank and transfer
society, besides serving as a gress, quality of work and obtain all NoCs. all funds collected from allottees by April 4.
general deterrence, without Thevice-chairman istaking stock of thedeve- However, the promoter failed to comply, resul-
destroying the convict. em lopment work every day,” said an official. ting in the issuance of a show cause notice.

New Delhi: A Delhi court has
sentenced a 44-year-old man
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Do you want to protect accused |

‘Why Should State Be Protecting |

Interest Of Some Pvt Individual?’

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday questioned West
Bengal govt for challenginga
Calcutta HC order for a CEI
probe intoallegations of land
grab, sexual assault and vio-
lence in Sandeshkhali and
asked whether thestatewant-
ed to protect private persons
accused inthe case.

At the outset of the hear-
ing, senior advocate Abhish-
ek Manu Singhvi, appearing
for West Bengal, sought ad-
journment sayving the state
wanted to place some impor-
tant information regarding
the case before the court
which was very relevant.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta,
however, asked the state why it
had challenged the HC order;
“Why should the state come as
a petitioner for protecting the
interest of some private indi-
vidual?” the bench asked.

Responding to the court’s
query, senior advocate Jai-
deep Gupta, also appearing
for the state, said HC had
made  adverse remarks
againstthestategovtandthat
was the reason for challeng-
ing the verdict, He said it was

unfair on the part of HC to
pass observations because
the govt had taken full action.
The court, however, asked
him why the state did not ap-
proach HC to get the remarks
expunged.

The bench deferred the
hearing to after the summer
recess in July and made it
clear that pendency of the
state’s appeal in the SC would
not beused asaground forany
purpose, which means the
CBI probe can proceed. The
main accused in the case is
Trinamool Congress’sSheikh
Shahjahan who has been sus-
pended from the party.

While adjourning the
hearing to July, the bench
said inalighter veinthatthe
atmosphere would be more
conducive for hearing at
that time, referring to the
fact that general elections
would be over by then.

On April 10, Calcutta high
court had ordered a CBI
probe into the Sandeshkhali
case, It also decided to moni-
tor the investigation.

Challenging HC's order,
the state said in its appeal,
“The actions of the state govt
in the present matter have
been completely overlooked,
while political voices have
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andeshkhali case, SC asks Benga
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Women dunngan gntatmn in Sandeshkhali in Feb

Bengal ministers linked to Shahjahan &
proceeds of crimes, ED tells court

nforcement Directorate Monday told a special PMLA court

that at least two more Bengal ministers were onits radar for
their alleged links to Sandeshkhali strongman Sheikh Shahjahan,
arrested over complaints of sexual abuse and land grabbing.
“There are two-three ministers who have links with Sheikh
Shahjahan and we have evidence of their transactions with him.
Thereisevidence which shows that proceeds of crime are linked
tothem,” ED lawyer Abhijit Chakraborty said. tun

been given supremacy in a
court proceeding, which not
only vitiates the matter at
hand, but further will lead to

biased investigation. HC

heavily reliesonthereportof
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribesand numer-
ous affidavits of alleged vic-
tims to pass the directions,
whereas the said reportis not
conclusive as the state is per-
mitted to file its objections
against the report.

“The said directions by
Calcutta HC are unwarrant-
ed and not sustainable in the
eves of law and should be
quashed by the SC. HC order;,
which on one hand has called
for a report from the CBI on
the investigation, has further
painted the entire state ma-
chinery at fault attributing
culpability of state officials
in the land grabbing allega-
tions, which prima facie are
unwarranted.”

Relief for WB mantris but SC refuses
to stay HC order to sack 25k teachers

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday did not stay Cal-
cutta HC decision to junk ap-
pointment of over 25,000
teachers in West Bengal but
stopped further probe by CBI
into the recruitment scam as
a spooked state apprehended
that the central agency would
destabilise the TMC govt by
arresting the entire cabinet
during electioneering.
Abenchof Chief JusticeD
Y Chandrachud and Justices
J B Pardiwala and Manoj Mis-
rastoodfirminits primafacie
view aboutmassive irregular-
ities in recruitment, as point-
ed out by an HC division
bench, and brushed aside
spirited arguments from an
array of senior advocates —
Rakesh Dwivedi, Neeraj K
Kaul, Dushyant Dave, Mukul
Rohatgi, P S Patwalia and Jai-

During polls, CBI will register FIRs
and the entire cabinet will go to
jail, Bengal govt told SC, which
saw merit in this argument and
stayed the HC direction

deep Gupta — who sought a
complete stay of HC order
cancelling the entire teacher
selection process.

Dwivedi and Kaul, egged
on by the state's counsel As-
tha Sharma, argued that one
of the 14 directions issued by
HC — *“CBI to undertake fur-
ther investigations regarding

persons involved in the state
govitapproving creation of su-
peErnumerary posts to accom-
modate illegal appointments.
If necessary, CBI will under-
take custodial interrogation
of such persons involved” —
would lead toarrest of allmin-
isters as the cabinet had ap-
proved the note on creation of
supernumerary posts on hu-
manitarian grounds for wait-
listed candidates.

“During elections, CBI
will register FIRs and the en-
tire cabinet will go to jail,”
Dwivedi said. The bench saw
merit in this argument and
stayed this particular HC di-
rection while posting the mat-
ter for further hearing on May
6. However, SC did not inter-
fere with the other 13 direc-
tions to CBEL

Dwivedi, appearing for
the state govt, said CBI1 found
8,000-0dd recruitments to be
irregular and asked how HC

could cancel the recruitment
of 25,000-0dd teachers on this
basis. The bench said, “The
whole process is replete with
irregularities.”

CJI Chandrachud added,
“Look atthe process by which
the whole recruitment was
done. Originally NYSA (an
agency) was appointed (for
scanning and evaluating
OMR answer sheets). Then
Data Scantach comes in and
the staff selection commis-
sion says it does not know
how the second agency came
in. OMR sheets are destroyed
by S8C. The mirror images
(of OMR sheets)arenotthere
on the server any more. Peo-
ple who are not on the panel
are recruited. This is a com-
plete fraud. Why were super-
numerary posts created even
after irregularities were
found in the recruitment? Ul-
timately, HC direction to CBI
is to probe further.”
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PANEL ASKS KHARGE TO PICK CANDIDATES

Cal HC junks
Ganguly order

for damages to
BJP neta’s kin

Subrata Chattoraj| Tnn

Kolkata: Calcutta HC on
Monday set aside an order by
former judge Abhijit Ganguly
that fined Egra sub-divisional
police officer Rs 5 lakh for al-
legedly “harassing” Krishnen-
du Adhikari, the elder brother
of BJP's Suvendu Adhikari,
Bengal's leader of opposition.

Ganguly joined BJP in
March. He is the party candi-
date in Tamluk, one of the LS
constituencies in East Mid-
napore, the Adhikaris' home
district.

A division bench of Chief
Justice TS Sivagnanam and
Justice Hiranmay Bhattach-
aryyva held that Ganguly's or-
der was passed without giving
the state “appropriate oppor-
tunity” to present its case. The
bench observed that such a sit-
nation was “uncalled for”.

The bench directed the
registry to list Krishnendu's
petition in an appropriate
court to be heard “afresh” in
June and stayed a notice sent
to him by cops.

Egra cops had sent the no-
tice asking Krishnendu to at-
tend a questioning session as
a “"witness” in a case over
poor lighting on the Meche-
da-Digha Bypass in East Mid-
napore. Krishnendu moved
the former HC judge’s court
in Nov 2023, praying for
quashing the notice as the
cops went bevond their remit
and asked him to attend the
session with 10 vears’ in-
come-tax returns.

Ganguly admitted Krish-
nendu's petition and passed an
order the same day imposing
Rs 5 lakh as cost on the Egra
SDPO for “harassment”. “This
is nothing but harassment.
The police force was not creat-
ed to harass a citizen,” the for-
merjudege had observed.

On Monday, state advocate-
general Kishore Datta moved
an appeal. “No submission
was made by the lawver Noth-
ing was recorded in the order.
The order was passed the day
the petition reached the
court,” Datta contended.

Datta, pointing to the “che-
quered history™ of the case, al-
so referred to orders of a num-
ber of single-judge benches of
HC. The CJ-led division bench
did not go into the merits of
the case but set aside the order
sayving the state was not heard.

SC recalls order
allowing MTP of
31-wk pregnant
rape survivor, 14

New Delhi: Inarareinstance,
SC on Monday recalled its
April 22 order, passed in exer-
ciseof itsomnibus powersun-
der Article142of the Constitu-
tion to do complete justice, al-
lowing termination of a 14-
yvear-old girl’'s 3l-week preg-
nancy caused by alleged
sexual assault, reports Dha-
nanjay Mahapaira.

A bench headed by CJID Y
Chandrachud, on a petition fil-
ed by the minor's mother, had
asked the dean of Lokmanva
Tilak Municipal General Hos-
pital and Medical College, Sion,
Mumbai, to carry out the MTP
after it perused a medical
board’s report suggesting that
though termination of an ad-
vanced pregnancy was risky
carrving on with the pregnan-
cy toitsfull term may haveadel-
eterious impact on the minor’s
mental and physical health.

After court passed the order
setting the stage for MTE the
girl’s mother vacillated be-
tween termination of a fully
grown foetus or allowing her
minor daughter to deliver a ba-
by which would be put up for
adoption. She wanted an assur-
ance that MTP would not harm
her daughter in any manner
But doctors explained the com-
plications involved in termi-
nating an advanced pregnancy.

Recognising the dilemma.
bench decided to have a video
conference with the girl's par-
ents, the team of doctors tasked
with conducting the MTE coun-
sel for the mother and Bhati. At
ter a discussion, bench agreed
with the parents on taking the
pregnancy to its full term.

SC: Keeping live location on by
~accused can’t be bail condition

IStock

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Terming the
bail condition imposed on an
accused to keep his Googlelo-
cation live round the clock
and share it with an law en-
forcement agency so that it
could track his whereabouts
“superfluous”, Supreme
“ourt on Monday saidsucha
condition should not be im-
posed by courts. Many
courts, including SC, have
imposed such a condition in
the recent past,

(Going by an affidavit filed
by Google, a bench of Justic-
es Abhay 5§ Oka and Ujjal
Bhuyan said as per the com-
pany. it was not possible for
others to keep track of a per-

n. “In view of the affida-
vit... this cannot be imposed

as a condition for grant of
bail,” the bench said.

The advocate appearing
for Google told SC that loca-
tion sharing wouldn't serve
the purpose of tracking the
whereabouts of an accused.
Hesaid apersoncould share
the location of his house
when he might not be there.

“We agree that there are
two instances where this
court has done it, but it can-

not be a condition for bail,”
the bench said and reserved
its order on this aspect. SC
had recently imposed this
condition while granting
bail to Shoma Sen in the El-
oar Parishad case.

The court had agreed to
look into the working of
Google location to decide
whether an accused could
be forced toshare his live lo-
cation through phone with
the police as a condition to
get bail. The court had
sought response from ED,
which supported the condi-
tion imposed by DelhiHC on
an accused inamoney laun-
dering case. SC was hearing
an appeal filed by ED
against grant of bail to the
accused. It had earlier re-
fused to stay the bail but
questioned the condition.

Z60cr cannabis
seized off Guj,
 Maha duo held

Ahmedabad: Hashish (can-
nabis resin) weighing 173kg
andvaluedat Rs60.5crorewas
seized from an Indian fishing
boat off the Gujarat coast Sun-
day and its two crew members
arrested, officials said. The
seizure comes two days after
heroin worth Rs 600 crore was
confiscated from a Pakistani
boat and its crew of 14 held.
Mangesh Tukkaram and
Haridas Ramnath Kulal, resi-
dents of Beed in Maharashtra,
took delivery of the hashish
from a Pakistani speed boat,
Gujarat Police's ATS said Mon-
day Following a tip-off, ATS
mounted the operation with
Coast Guard and NCB officials.
Officials suspect involve-
ment of more people. Initial
findings suggests the accused
were coordinating with Pakis-
tan-based drug syndicates.

Abhijit.Atre@timesgroup.com n<  Whe

Satara/Solapur: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
accused the opposition on
Monday of conspiring to
disrupt the peaceful electo-
ral process sofar by circulat-
ing fake videos of the BJP
brass, including him and
home minister Amit Shah.
“They have created fake
videos of me, Amitbhai, (JP)
Naddaji and some of our
chief ministers. Using Al,
they have put words in our
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n Oppn creating fake videos of
| - Shah, me to dlsrupt poll: PM
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NDA su p porters at a road show in Mumbai on Monday

mouth that we cannot even
dream of uttering,” Modi
sald while campaigning in
Maharashtra, coinciding
with the arrest of an alleged
Congress “war room coordi-
nator” in Assam for sharing
such avideoof Shah.

“Iam making this charge
with all seriousness. [ want
to make a special request to
the Election Commission of
India to take stringent ac-
tion,” he said. The PM, who
was campaigning in Satara
for BJP candidate Udayvan-
raje Bhonsle, urged the
crowd not to commit the
crime of sharing videos that
appear doctored. “If you get
these videos on WhatsApp,
please alert us, Do not circu-
late. Approach police.”

13-year-old buried in
]&K landslide, Jhelum
in spate triggers alarm -

Sanjay Khajuria &
Saleem Pandit | Tnn

Jammu/Srinagar: A 13-
vear-old boy was buried
alive as a fresh landslide hit
Karool area in Ramban dis-
trict on Monday even as in-
cessant rains battered Jam-
mu's hilly areas, triggering
landslides and shooting
stones along the Jammu-
Srinagar national highway
while also damaging houses
with 2km radius of the spot
of subsidence in Pernote vil-
lage. The Jhelum’s rising
water levels, meanwhile,
kept Kashmir Valley on the
edge. All border roads were
closed due to tresh snowfall
and avalanche threat.

“The minor was identi-
fied as Yaqoob Mir, a resi-
dent of Karool Ramban.
His body is vet to be reco-
vered,” said an official.

“Land subsidence in vil-
lage Pernote has led to sink-
ing in Nimnad and Telga
wards, Residents are at

Jhelum's water level touched
the ‘alarm’ mark of 17.43ft in
south Kashmir's Sangam
gauge at 9pm Monday

risk,” Ramban deputy com-
missioner  Bashir-ul-Haq
Choudharypostedon X. Asa
precautionary measure, as
many as 100 families were
moved from affected areas
in Pernote to safer places.

Jhelum’s water level
touched the ‘alarm’ mark
of 17.43ft in south Kash-
mir's Sangam gauge at 9pm
Monday, An irrigation and
flood control department
official said: “Flood alert is
declared as soon as it cross-
es the 21ft-mark. A flood is
declared when the water
level breaches 251t

Nestle working on Cerelac
with ‘no added sugar’

Rupali.Mukherjee
@timesgroup.com

continues and what propor-
tion gets dropped over a pe-
riod of time, the efficiency

New Delhi: Under attack
for high sugar content in
baby food Cerelac sold in
the country, the Swiss
FMCG major is planning to
launch the popular infant
formula with “no added
sugar” in India.

The company has al-
ready been on a journey to
reduce it to a bare mini-
mum, but this will gather
momentum now, Nestle's
chairman and managing
director Suresh Naraya-
nan said here Monday:

“Hopefully we would
like to see a product with no
added sugar... the journey to
make our products more ef-
ficacious continues, and the
direction of the company is
very clear The company has
reduced sugar by 30% in the
last five vears... the journey

of science and R&D will tell.
But in the end position, we
would like to look at a prod-
uct at some time hopefully
with noadded sugar™.

Narayvanan, who took
charge of Nestle's Indian
operations at the height of
the Maggi controversy,
claimed that Cerelac com-
plies with local food norms,
with the added sugar con-
tent in the baby food much
lower than what India’s
foodregulator permits, and
in compliance with Codex,
the international food stan-
dards bodw

The FSSAI prescribes a
maximum permissible lev-
el of added sugar to13.6 gm
per 100 gmof servingfor ba-
by cereal. On average, Nes-
tle’s Cerelac brand con-
tains 7.1 grams (per100 gm).

Congman ‘linked’ to fake Shah video held

31-year-old man was arrested in Guwahati on Monday for

allegedly sharing a “fake video” of Union home minister
AmitShah. Assam chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
announced on X the arrest of Reetom Singh, who is associated
with Assam Congress and functions as the party's ‘war room
coordinator’, according to his social media profile.

Incidentally, BJP on Monday filed three complaints with EC.
It accused Congress of circulating a “deep fake and morphed”
video of Shah to disrupt the electoral process. BJP also lodged a
complaint against TMC, alleging that the party has resorted to
violence as atactic, and urged the poll panel to ensure a fair
election in West Bengal. The third complaint is against Congress
spokesperson Supriya Shrinate for “exploitation and misuse of
innocent children for political gains, during the ongoing polls.”

A BJP delegation, comprising Union minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw and national media cell in-charge Anil Baluni,
presented these complaints to EC. “Congress wants to derail
the election process through a deep fake and morphed video
(of AmitShah). It has tried to create confusionamong people by
posting the video fromits official handle,” said Vaishnaw. tun

Arms cache
intercepted by
Assam Rifles on
Myanmar border

New Delhi: A large quantity
of arms, ammunition and
other “war-like stores” was
intercepted on Monday by
Assam Rifles in Mon district
of Nagaland close to the In-
dia-Myanmar border.

Acting upon intelligence
inputs, Assam Rifles launched
the search operation in the
early hours that led to the ap-
prehension of an individual
and the seizure of 11 mortar
tubes (8lmm), four mortar
tubes (106mm), 10 pistols, 198
hand-held radio sets, a satel-
lite phone, a Kenbo bike and a
Bolerovehicle,

“Recovery of these heavy-
caliber military grade weapons
close to the border is a major
success for the border sealing
operation being carried out by
Assam Rifles. 1t is also a major
blow to the nefarious designs of
inimical elements trying to dis-
turb the peace in the region,”
an officer said. The apprehend-
ed individual and the seized
arms were later handed over to
the Nagaland Police. tun

TN teacher held
guilty in sexual
favours case

Madurai: Six vears after an
audio clip — wherein Nirmala
Devi, then an assistant profes-
sor at a Tamil Nadu college,
was found luring girl students
tooffer sexual favours tosenior
officials — went viral, she was
convicted by Srivilliputhur
Mahila Court on Monday, re-
ports Arockiaraj J. The court
will pronounce the quantum of
punishment Tuesday.

Two other accused in the
case — V Murugan, assistant
professor at Madurai Kama-
raj University, and S Karuppa-
samy, a research scholar —
were, however, acquitted for
lack of evidence.

After the clip of her tele-
phonie conversation with girl
students went viral on social
media, Nirmala — then assist-
ant professor at Devanga Arts
College in Aruppukottai—was
arrested on April 16, 2016.

Amendments to tighten law on misleading drug ads stalled since 20

Rema.Nagarajan
@timesgroup.com

hile the Supreme
\J\( Court has taken a
serious view of mis-
leading ads, amendments to
strengthen the Drug and
Magic Remedies (Objection-
able Advertisements) Act,
1954 have been in limbo with
the Union health ministry
since February 2020. In re-
sponse to an RTI application
seeking the status of the
amendment, the ministry re-
sponded last month that the
matter was still “pending”.
The committee that draft-
ed the amendment bill had

recommended the DMR{OA)
(Amendment) Bill 2020 “in
order to giving the sharper
teeth (sic) and to keep pace
with the changing time and
technology”. The main
changes proposed weretoen-
hance punishment and to in-
crease the number of condi-
tions for which ads for drugs
claiming to diagnose, cure,
mitigate, treat, or prevent
would be prohibited from 54
to 78, The penalty was to in-
crease from “imprisonment
which may extend to six
months or with fine, or with
both"” for first conviction to
“imprisonment which may
extend to two yvears and fine

TIMES VIEW: sitting on a bill that will benefit millions
of people for four years betrays a lack of seriousness.
Hopefully, the bill with the necessary amendments will be
put before the legislature and cleared immediately after

Parliament reconvenes.

up to ten lakh rupees”. For
subseguent convictions, pen-
alty under DMRA is “impris-
onment which may extend to
one yvear, or with fine, or with
hoth”. The amendment pro-
posed to increase it to impris-
onment up to five yvears and
fine up tofifty lakh rupees.
The health ministry had
constituted the committee
through an order dated De-
cember 10, 2019. It included

representatives from Avush
ministrv, consumer affairs
department, information
and broadcasting ministry
and a few state drug controll-
ers. The draft amendment
bill was made public for com-
ments on February 3, 2020,
just when Covid struck.

All comments received
were compiled by the CDSCO
(Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation) and

sent it to the ministry by the
end of June 2020. A draft cabi-
net note was put up before the
health minister in November
2020 and a slide presentation
on the draft was made by the
CDSCO on the request of the
ministry. The next month, it
was sugegested that the draft
becirculated amongall states
as they would be the ones to
implement it. The file circu-
lated some more till Covid
put astoptoit.

It was next picked up in
september 2022 when 1t was
decided that a meeting ought
to be held with the drug con-
troller general of India on
the matter. From the RTI re-

ply recently, it appears that
there has been no progress
after that.

The DMEA amendment
was initiated on the recom-
mendation of a Parliamen-
tary standing committee,
whose report tabled in
March 2018 stated that “it is
the need of the hour to strict-
ly monitor and regulate the
misleading advertizements
for promoting the sale of AY-
USH medicine”,

Unlike the Drugs and Cos-
metics  Act, 1940, DMRA
brings within its ambit medi-
cines of all systems including
Ayurvedic drugs. This is why
many of the complaints

against Patanjali's drugs
were filed under DMRA as
they claimed to cure/treat
diseases listed under the
DMRA. “Despite the parlia-
ment committee’'s recom-
mendation to enact a strong
law to prevent misleading and
illegal ads, it is clear from the
file noting that I obtained
through RTI, that there is no
file movement since 2022. 1
complained to the Prime Min-
ister's office and even after di-
rection from the PMO, they
are sitting on it,” said Dr Ba-
bu, an ophthalmologist and
RTI1activist, who has filed sev-
eral complaints against Patan-
jali ads for violating DMRA.
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DANCE of DEMOCRACY

Plea to bar Modi from polls  Reservation is ‘atonement

for our ancestors sms PM

for 6 yrs devoid of merit: HC

Says EC Obliged To Take Independent View On Complamt

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: Terming it “thor-
oughly misconceived” Delhi
high court Monday dismissed a
petition that sought directions
to disqualify PM Narendra Mo-
di from contesting elections for
six vears for allegedly seeking
votes in the name of deities.
Justice Sachin Datta said
the plea was “devoid of any
merits” and pointed out that
the petitioner had approached
courtwhile his plea before Elec-
tion Commission is pending.
Petitioner Anand S Jond-
hale, a lawyer, had urged the
court to act against Modi for
allegedly seeking votes in the
name of gods and places of
worship, saving this amount-
ed to violating the model code

POLL POT

Modi fan lands in
wedding card soup

groom found himself

embroiled in controversy
after his wedding invitation
sparked debate over his
political affiliation, police said
on Monday. Uppinangady Police
in Puttur taluk of Dakshina
Kannada in Karnataka,
responded to a complaint
lodged by officials overseeing
election code adherence.
The focal point of contention
was the tagline in the wedding
invitation. “The best present you
will give the couple is electing
Muodi as PM once again,” it said.
According to police, a
complaint was lodged by one of
the groom’s relatives to EC
regarding the tagline. EC
officials visited the groom's
residence on April 14, The
groom explained that the invi-
tations were printed on March
1, before election dates were
announced. He clarified that
the tagline expresses admi-
ration for PM Modi and concern
for the nation. The marriage
took place on April 18, e

Mukhtar mention
attracts trouble

Samaiwadi Party's Sambhal
candidate Zia Ur Rahman
Barg, the grandson of
incumbent MP Shafigur
Rahman Barg, sought votes in
the name of the “sacrifice” of
gangsters-turned-politicians
Atiq Ahmad, Mukhtar Ansari
and Md Shahabuddin. An FIR
was lodged against him late on
Maonday for the speech. He also
sought votes mentioning the
alleged “ill-treatment” meted
out to veteran SP leader Azam
Khan and his family. Zia was
fielded by the party after his
grandfather died in March.
“Situation in Sambhal, the
entire state and country is not
hidden from anyone. When Yogi
‘maharaj’ came to Bilari (a town
in Sambhal), he intimidated
people with a bulldozer. He is a
victim of misunderstanding,
we'll make their engine fail this
election,” Zia said at Mohalla
Chaman Sarai in Sambhal's
Sadar area on Sunday night.

CCTVfailsin TN
strongroom

o days after a CCTV

camera in a strongroom
malfunctioned in TN's Nilgiris, a
similar incident in Erode’s
strongroom disrupted live
streaming from a camera for an
hour early Monday, prompting
DMK to write to the CEC to
prevent a security breach.
One CCTV camera, of the 220 in
a strongroom in IRTT engineer-
ing college, malfunctioned at
midnight but was restored
within an hour, said the Erode
district collector and election
officer Raja Gopal Sunkara. “A
technical error caused the
malfunction,” Sunkara added.

Suchandana.Gupta
@timesgroup.com

Bhopal: Speculation swirled
that Congress might suffer
anothershock in Madhya Pra-
desh when former AICC chief
Rahul Gandhi arrives to cam-
paign in Bhind on Tuesday; af-
ter the party’'s Indore candi-
date Akshay Kanti Bam's “be-
trayal” as he withdrew his
nomination and switched al-
legiance to BJP on Monday.
Amidst rumours circulat-
ing for amonth, there is antic-
ipation that a second Con-
gress MLA could defect to
BJP with the timing synchro-
nised to coincide with Rahul’s
visit for maximum impact.
The speculated MLA is a

=

The petitioner had urged the court
to act against Modi for allegedly
seeking votes in the name of gods
and places of worship, saying this
amounted to violating the MCC

of conduct and committing an
offence under the Indian Pe-
nal Code and Representation
of the People Act.

But HC said his plea is thor-
oughly misconceived and list-
ed multiple reasons, including
that once the petitioner sub-
mitted a complaint to EC on
April 10, there was no reason
for him to invoke the extraor-
dinary jurisdiction of HC.
“The petitioner presupposes
that there has been a violation

of the model code of conduct.
This presupposition is com-
pletely unjustified. It is not per-
missible for this court to direct
EC totake a particular view on
the petitioner complaint or
any other complaint for that
matter and issue peremptory
directions as sought by the pet-
itioner,” the court noted.

It underlined that EC is
obliged to take an independent
view on the complaint of the
petitioner and if he is ag-

Modji’s third term

will ensure UCC,
says Shah in Blhar

Jai Narain Pandey | Thn

Patna: Union home minister
Amit Shah Monday said PM
Narendra Modi's third term
will ensure uniform civil code
(UCC)inthe country Address-
ing election rallies in Jhanj-
harpur and Begusarai, Shah
said the opposition would not
be able to come to power and
hence their claims like bring-
ing back Article 370 and triple
talag would never fiuctify,
Shah recalled how Rahul
Gandhi had opposed the abro-
gation of Article 370 in J&K
and said Congress and its al-
lies were against the Ram tem-
ple construction at Avodhya
and abolition of tripletalag.
He said both Congress
and RJD chief Lalu Prasad
have always acted against
backward and extremely
backward castes to promote
dynastic rule and blamed
them for ignoring former Bi-
har CM Karpoori Thakur,
who was honoured with the
Bharat Ratna by NDA govt.
Targeting Congress, Shah
said had the party not op-
posed the Mandal Commis-
sion report in 1990, members
of the backward class would
have got reservation in 1957 it-
self. “The grand old party
shelved the Kaka Kelkar
Committee report because of
which the backwards suf-

Rajnath’s Grand Nomination S

Amit Shah with Giriraj Singh in
Bihar's Begusarai on Monday

fered,” he alleged. Shah also
asked people whether they
want a ‘majboor’ (compulsive)
or a ‘majboot’ (strong) govt,
which only Modi can provide.

“The opposition alliance
doesn’t even know its PM face
and wants to run the country
in turns on a vearly basis.
While Lalu wants tomake his
son Tejashwi the Bihar CM,
Sonia Gandhiisonly interest-
ed in ensuring her son Rahul
isIndia’s PM,"” Shah said.

He reminded people of
scams including the fodder
scam, cobalt machine pur-
chase scam, bitumen and
land-for-railwav-job  scams
while targeting opposition.

While rooting for BJP can-
didate Giriraj Singh in Begus-
arai, Shah praised his works
asaminister in the Modi govt.

(With inputs from CS Jha
Azadin Madhubani)

pectacle

Suill Hum-ur

Defence minister Ra}nath Slngh filed |'IIS nnmmatmn on Mﬂnday
seeking a third term as Lucknow MP following a carnival-like road
show peppered with music and slogans of ‘Jai Shri Ram', ‘Har Har
Mahadev' and ‘Rajnath Singh zindabad'. Singh was accompanied by
CMs Yogi Adityanath and Pushkar Singh Dhami, among others

Irani files papers from Amethi

Amethi: Union minister and BJP MP Smriti Irani, who wrest-
ed the Amethi Lok Sabha seat from REahul Gandhi in 2019, filed

for fﬂtiliser.

her nomination papers Monday, seeking a second
straight term from the constituency that was ear-
lier a pocket borough of the Nehru-Gandhifamily

Attacking Rahul, who represented the
constituency from 2004 to 2019, Irani said,
“There was a time when, due to the missing MP,
farmersof Amethihadtofacelathisforlsvears
The prime minister freed the farmers from

this serious problem by building a fertiliser centre here.” Tun

Timed to Rahul's MP V151t another
Cong MLA may exit to join BJP

veteran Congressfunctionary
from Chambal whoservedasa
minister in the Digvijava
Singh-led state govt in the
1990s. Efforts were made by
Digvijava to dissuade the
MLA from leaving Congress,
with a series of meetings held
for this purpose, sources said.

REVOLVING DOOR

The outcome of these efforts
remainstobeseenonTuesday.

Alimned with Jvotiraditya
Scindia’s faction, the party
functionary remained with
Congress when  Scindia
joined BJP in March 2020
along with 22 MLAs, leading
to the downfall of the Kamal
Nath-led govt. He wasn't an

MLA then. However, after be-
coming an MLA, sources said
he has been cosyingupto BJE

If the defection happens, it
would mark the second Con-
gress MLA to quit within six
months following the assemb-
ly elections. On March 29,
Kamlesh Shah, a three-time
MLA for Amarwara in Chhind-
wara, left Congress tojoin BJE

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi is scheduled to arrive
in Gwalior from New Delhi
around 11.50am on Tuesdav
From there, Gandhi will pro-
ceed to MP's Bhind, where he
is slated to address a public
meeting in support of his par-
ty candidate Phool Singh Ba-
raiva — who is contesting
against BJP MP Sandhya Rai.

erieved by it, he is free to take
the recourse of appropriate
remedy available under the law.
During the hearing, advo-
cate Sidhant Kumar, represent-
ing EC, said the commission is
receivingcomplaintsevery day
and is processing these. Simi-
larly, appropriate orders will be
passed on the current plea, The
petition said the PM delivereda
speech in Pilibhit, Uttar Pra-
desh, on April 9 where he
“not only sought votes in the
name of Hindu and Sikh dei-
ties and their places of worship
but also made comments
against opposition political
parties as favouring Muslims.”
He sought to restrain the
prime minister from seeking
votes in the name of religious
deities and places of worship.

Rohini, daughter
who gave Lalu a
kidney, files her
poll nomination

Chhapra: Seeking tomake her
Lok Sabha debut, Rohini
Acharya Monday filed her
nomination papersas RIDcan-
didate from Saran constituen-
cy that was once her father
Lalu Prasad’s fortress, reports
H K Verma. Rohini, who is pit-
ted against sitting MP Rajiv
Pratap Rudy of BJP was ac-
companied by Lalu, mother Ra-
bri Devi, sister Misa Bharti,
and brothers Tej and Tejashwi.
Addressing RJD support-
ers, she said she was happy to
contest from the “prestigious
seat of Saran for the rise of a
new sun of development”.
Praising Tejaswi, she claimed
he had provided jobs to over
five lakh youths in 17 months
when he was Bihar's deputy
CM. She assured that she too
would work for the people.
Speaking at the rally, Lalu
expressed gratitude to the peo-
ple of Saran, saying it was here
that he had started his “rags to
riches” journey in politics. Te-

jashwireminded the people Ro-

hini had saved Lalu’s life by do-
nating her kidney, and ap-
pealed to them to vote for her:

Abhijit.Atre@timesgroup.com

Solapur: The responsibility
of dispensing social justice
to oppressed and backward
sections is “atonement for
the sins our ancestors may
have committed”, PM Modi
said Monday inaretorttothe
opposition’s allegation that
BJPaimstodoaway with res-
ervation over the long term.
“Check my record over
the last five vears. I have
the numbers (in Parlia-
ment) on my side. But [ nev-
er wanted to walk that path
(revoking  reservation),”
the PM said in western
Maharashtra's reserved
constituency of Solapur,
where BJP's Ram Satpute is
taking on Praniti Shinde,
daughter of Congress veter-
an and former Union minis-
ter Sushilkumar Shinde.
“Forget me, even Babasa-
heb Ambedkar (had he been
alive) wouldn't be able to
scrap reservation in India. 1
am committed to upholding
that policy for all oppressed
classes, SCs, STsand OBCs.”
Modi, who had famously

PM Modi mtera-:ts mth people during his visit to thtara Hannada on
Monday. Modi said he had never wanted to revoke reservations

spoken about the new gener-
ation having to right the
wrongs of previous genera-
tions while referring to so-
cial justice during a Decem-
ber 2015 speech in Parlia-
ment, said the only thing he
would always oppose wasres-
ervation on religious lines,
as envisioned by Congress.
At Satara, his next cam-
paign stops in the region,
the PM said he could give
in writing that Congress's
attempt to expand nation-
wide the “Karnataka mod-

el” of granting reservation
to all Muslims through the
OBC quota would fail. “Till
Modi is alive, he won't allow
such a reservation policy.”
Citing schemes under-
taken by the NDA govt for
the uplift of Dalits and
other backward communi-
ties, he said over 25 crore
such people had come out of
poverty in the past decade.
“Neevat sahi hai to natije
bhisahimilte hai(an honest
motive will vield a positive
result),” the PM added.

Prez was not allowed to
attend temple event as

she is an adivasi: Rahul

Times News NETWORK

Gandhinagar: Congress’
Rahul Gandhi said Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu
was not allowed to attend
Ram Temple inauguration
because she is an adivasi.
“Our President is an
adivasi. She is the head of
state and the high-
est in protocol. But
when Parliament
inauguration hap-
pened and when
Ram Temple inau-
ouration took
place, she was not allowed
to attend. It is a matter of
shame., She was not al-
lowed to enter either Ram
Templeor the Parliament.
Why? Because she is an
adivasi,” Gandhialleged.
He was addressing an
election rally on Monday
in Gujarat’s Patan, “Con-
gress will augment partic-

ipation of those from SCs,
STs, OBCs and poor from
general category by con-
ducting acastecensusand
economic survey il voted
to power,” Rahul said.
Healleged that BJP and
RSS want to change the
Constitution and that the
2024 elections isacontestto
decide whether the
Constitution, and
democracy, would
be saved or not.
“Ninety per cent
of the country's
population  com-
prises SCs, STs, OBCs and
poorfrom the general cate-
gory, but vou will not find
their representation in the
corporate and media (sec-
tors), private hospitals,
private universities or as
bureaucrats in govt. We
will first do a caste survey
and economic survey after
coming to power,” he said.

[ — ]
Bhatakti aatma
reason for Maha
‘instability’: PM
Pune: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday stood
on NCP (SP)president Sharad
Pawar's Maharashtra turf
and let fly a barb about a
“bhatakti aatma (wandering
soul) with unfulfilled dreams
trying to destroy that of oth-
ers, including family mem-
bers”, reports Anurag Bende.

Modi, campaigning in
Pune for Maharashtra deputy
CM Ajit Pawar's wife Sunetra,
sald without taking names
that “aMaharashtra politician
known for his big ambitions”
had become so “unsettled”
that he wasready todestabilise
the state and the country.

Sunetra. whose husband is
Pawar’s nephew, 1s contesting
Baramati LS seat against the
latter's danghter Supriva Sule.

“The bhatakti aatma start-
ed playing this game 45 vears
ago. Since then, Maharashtra
has been witnessing instabili-
tv.,” Modi said, blaming him

for several CMs not being able
tolast their elected terms.
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NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

G2

Dated: 26.04.2024

Tender Hotice No. 1620242025

E- Tender Notice

Divisional Railway Manager (Engineering )/ North Central Rallway, Prayagral,
for and on behalf of the President of India, invites online open tenders (E-
tender) as detalled below-

E-Tender Motice No.:1620242025-34 Approx Cost (In T): 72.23,36 580,24

Name of Work: Dismantling & Sale of abandoned structure under DENEFPRYJ,
as & whare basis including all releasad farrous, wooden material etc. including
disposal of unusable matenal / Matba as directed by Engineer In-charge

Earnest Money (In ¥): ¥ 2,61.700.00, Date & Time of Closing of
tender: 20.05.2024 at 15.00 PM, Completion Period: 06 Months,

Nature of work: Any Civil Engineering works.1) For full details and
submission of tenders, please see the Indian Raillway website

wWww.ireps.gowv.in.

757/24(DG)
(] Marth cestral rallways M @CPAOMNCA ) @worthcentralraitvay [ www.ncrindianrailways.govis

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
(1) Jharna Sarula @ Jarina W/o Mujaffar Saeula (2)
Mujaffar Ali S/o Lt. Lal Miya Sarul both R/o H.No. 5889,
Indira Gali No. 5, Subhash Mohalla, Gandhi Nagar, Delhi
have Committed (or are suspected to have committed) the
offence in case FIR No. 57/2012 U/s 308/323/341/506/34
IPC, PS Gandhi Nagar, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said (1) Jharna
Sarula @ Jarina (2) Mujaffar Ali cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
(1) Jharna Sarula @ Jarina (2) Mujaffar Ali have
absconded (or are concealing themselves to avoid the
service ofthe said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused (1)
Jharna Sarula @ Jarina (2) Mujaffar Ali of case FIR No.
57/2012 Uls 308/323/341/506/34 IPC, PS Gandhi Nagar,
Delhi are required to appear before this Court to answer the

said complaint on or before 31.05.2024.
By Order
Sh. Sushant Changotra
Additional Session Judge-05
Room No. 30

DP/5032/SHD/2024(Court Matter) Karkardooma Court, Delhi

o ad

MAHAGENCO

Maitaraihite ks Possd Cateopicn 2 Lid

NOTICE FOR

INVITING TENDER

Procurement of Non Torrefied Biomass Pellets on for Power Station basis
for Co-firing with coal for Bhusawal thermal power plant of Mahagenco

TENDER NO.: CE/FM/EE2/Biomass/2024/BTPS/47981
Rfx No.- 3000047981

Maharashtra State Power Generation Co. Ltd. is state power generation utility.
Mahagenco invites online Bids (Two bid system .8, Separate bid for technical/
commercial & price bid) for Procurement of Non Torrefied Biomass Pellets on
for Power Station basis for Co-firing with coal for Bhusawal thermal power
plant of Mahagenco.

The Bid specification will be available for downloading from 30.04.2024
(16:00 hrs) on website https:/feprocurement.mahagenco.in after
completion of online vendor registration process. Registration fee is Rs.5000/-
+ Taxes Exira & Tender fee is Rs.5000/-+ Taxes Extra.

1) Period of Contract - 3 Years extendable by
further 1 year,

2,07 400 MTYear
- 30.04 2024 (16:00 Hrs.)

2) Estimated Quantity
J) Sale oftender from
4) Last Date of payment of tender fees on

https:/leprocurement.mahagenco.in
5) Due date of Submission of bids

6) Due date for opening of techno-
commercial bids

- 15.05.2024 (up to 16:00 Hrs.)
: 16.05.2024 (up to 16:00 Hrs.)

. 16.05.2024 (up to 17:00 Hrs.)

Detailed tender can be viewed on hitps://eprocurement.mahagenco.in
MAHAGENCO reserves the right to cancell withdraw this invitation for Bids
without assigning any reason for such decision, Sd/-

CHIEF ENGINEER (FM)

Contact Details:

For e-tendering help-022-26474211 (Extension-3657 & 2492), 9167640613
For Tender Info- Phone No.: 9324213682 / 8879105798

Email: cefmec@mahagenco.in

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
NAVRATNA COMPANY

(A Govt. of India Llnuarlahlnﬂ
Wabsita © wwwlrcon.org, CIN - L452030L19 oE1™M

e-Procurement Notice

e-Tender No.: IRCON/2065/KSDP/ELECT/Gan-T&P!03 Date 01.05.2024
g-Tender for and on behalf of West Central Railway iz imvited from bidders meeting qualifying
requiremeants for the work of “Design, Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Internal &
External electrification of Residential quarters, platform lighting, Station buildings, HTILT power
supply arrangement, solar plants, power line modification etc. for balance general electrical work
in Katni-Singrauli section and Supply of Tools & Plants in connection o Katni Singrauli Doubling
Project of West Central Railway.”

ST Hean

15L Char Dham yatra bookings registered in a fortnight:
Scotching speculation that Char Dham yatra will witness adip
following opening of Ram Mandir in Ayodhya, its advance booking
exceeded the 15 lakh mark in just a fortnight, officials said. T

T NORTHERN RAILWAY
Open E-Tender Notice

Thea .":nr Divislanal Engineer-ll, Morthern Ralhway, Delhi Division Invites E-Tender for the
lellowang work.

Estimated Cost of the Work | ¥ 11,06,28,288/-
Last Date and Time of e-Bid Submission 21.05.2024, 15:00 Hrs,

For further details, visd websie | hitps:Vetenders. govinleprocurelapp. Comigendurmn, i any, would be
hosted only on the website, Chief General Manages [Elect.), IRCON INTERNATMINAL LIMITED
15t Flaor, Above Maruti Suzusd Shawraam, Near Jhinjin Poice Statian, NH-T, Jabalpur Road, Kalni-483501

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

SEE SECTION U/S 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Rohit @ Rahul, S/o Sh. Balbir Singh, Rlo C-6/216,217 Top
Floor, C Block, Sultanpuri Delhi 2nd Add C-3/99, Sultanpuri,
Nithari C-Block Delhi. has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in FIR No. 760/2015 Ufs 356/379/411 IPC,
P.S. Sultanpuri, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the said accused Rohit @ Rahul
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Rohit @ Rahul has absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Rohit @
Rahul of FIR No. 760/2015 U/s 356/379/411 IPC, P.S. Sultanpuri,
Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 10.07.2024. By Order
Ms Sanya Dalal
Metropolitan Magistrate-01
Room No.102,1st Floor,
Rohini Courts, Dehil

DP/4184/0D/2024

1. Provision of Anti-Crash Barner on ROB in Railway portion in the secfion of
ADEN/GZB and ADEN/SMQL jurisdiction of Sr.OEN-||

2. Augmentation of signal workshop/GZB by provision of Improvement 1o
administrative block, block shop, foundry shop and replacement of doors &
windows, valley gutter & Rain water pipe etc under ADEN/GZB jurisdiction of
a1, DEN-II

Name | 3. Provision of hardonite flooring in various workshop of EMU car shad under

of |ADEN/GZB jurisdiction of Sr.OEN-II

Work (4 Lip gradation of Electric loco shed GZB by provision of repair o boundary
wall and complete replacement of rocfing in various sheds and WRP etc. along
with improvement of other civil items e.g. doors, windows, shutters etc under
ADEN/GZB jurisdiction of Sr.DEN-1I

5. Up-gradation of signal workshop/GZB by provision of hardonite flooring &
repair o shedfroof, road, toilets, water booths and mprovement of drainage
facilities. and boundary wall by provision of concerdina coil etc. under
ADEN/GZB jurisdiction of Sr. DEN-I

Approx. Cost of work As par NIT on IREPS

Earnest Money to be Deposit As per NIT on IREFPS

Cost of tender documant T 0.0y

Date & Time of submission
of tender bid and opening
of tender

21.05.2024 at 15:00 Hrs

Website particulars where
complete details of tender
documents can be sean

WWW.ireps.gov.in

Allocation 26304203 & 20426203

=The tenderer’s must be registered on the Indian Raibway E-Frocurement system
(IREPS) site i.e, www.ireps.gowv.in for participating in the e-tender system

=For allterms and conditions please refer tender document

Mo manual offers are acceptable.

-Cost of tender document and Eamest money will be acceptable through net banking
or payment gateway only.

No. 128-Wi280'e Tender Notice/NIT 01/02/03/04 & 0572024/ W-2

General public is hereby informed that a
male namely Sanjeev, S/o: Shashi Kant,
R/o: Jhuggi No. 6, Nand Lal, Gopalpur

Village, Timarpur, Delhi has been

“"'! missing since 20.05.2016 from his
. home. In this regard FIR No. 273/20186,
Sanjeev

Dated 27.05.2016 has been registered
at P.S. Timarpur, Delhi. The description of missing male
is as under:

Name: Sanjeev, Age: 29 Years, Height: 55",
Complexion: Wheatish, Wearing: Red Colour T-
Shirt, Black Colour Jeans and Slipperin Feet.

If anyone have any information about this missing male
please inform P.S. Timarpur, Delhi.

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@chbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHO

Police Station Timarpur, Delhi
Ph: 011-23812734, 8750870130

DP/4988/N/2024

Dated : 29.04.2024 TET20E4

Serving Customers With A Smile

SEARCH FOR MISSING

TooEe faftiRe SUVN Limited )
(AT TR O Tiearsre RN SO W g SU)

(A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of H.P)
CIN No. L40101HP1988GO0I008409

[

v

=

Notice Inviting Tender (NIT)
NIT No: SJVN/CC-Delhi/LO/C&P/4384 Date: 04.04.2024
SJVN Limited hereby invites ONLINE bids from the eligible bidders for

“Comprehensive Operation & Maintenance (O&M) of SJVN's 47.60 MW
(96 xB50 kW) Khirvire Wind Power Station (KWP3) at Khirvire/lKombhalne
Villages, Taluka Akole, District Ahmednagar in the State of Maharashtra
for 05 (five) years"." The NIT Document can be downloaded from the websites
www.sjvn.nic.in, www.eprocure.gov.in and GEM portal (Bid No.
GEM2024/B/4836144 dt 03.04.2024) from 03.04.2024 to 02.05.2024 till 19:00 Hrs
(IST). The Bid is to be submitted ONLINE on the GEM Portal i e, https://gem.gov.in.
The prospective bidders are requested to remain updated through above mentioned
websites for any danfication or notification concemed with this NIT, as no further
information will be published in respect of this NIT through any other media.

Last Date & Time for submission ofbids  : 02.05.2024 till 19:00 Hrs

Date &Time of opening of bids : 02.05.2024 at 19:30 Hrs

Dy. General Manager (C&P)
gth Floor, Tower1, NBCC Office Complex,

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Lakshay Khullar, S/fo Sh. Padam Bhushan, R/o I-71,
Gali No. 4, Som Bazar, Vijay Vihar, Phase-2, Rohini, Delhi
has committed the offences (or is suspected to have
committed) in case FIR No. 13534/21, U/s 379/411 IPC, P.5.
North Rohini, Delhi and it has been retummed to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said Lakshay Khullar cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said Lakshay Khullar has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Lakshay Khullar
accused of FIR No. 13534/21, U/s 379/411 IPC, P.S. North
Rchini, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer
the said complaint on or before 01.06.2024.

By Order

Ms. Ebbani Aggarwal
Metropolitan Magistrate (N/W)
Room No. 107, First Floor
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/4898/RD/2024

East Kidwai Nagar New Delhi-110023. Ph.- 011-61901906/61901953
Our Shared Vision: 25000 MW by 2030; 50000 MW by 2040

O Shaed ision: 25000 U by 2050 S0uog by 2010
APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that an
unidentified dead body of male Age:
Approx 50-55 years, Complexion:
Shallow, Height: 57", Face: Round,
Built: Medium, Injury Mark: Face
crushed, Head separated from body and
burn mark on right hand, was wearing
Green colour Lower, Red & Blue & Yellow
colour Check Shirt, Black colour Shoes
and Yellow colour Blue linedar Gamcha,
was found dead at KM Pole No. 11/13, 11/15 Up main line, under
Karnal bypass flyover at Railway Line. In this regard a DD No.
35A, dated 26.04.2024, has been lodged at P.S. Subji Mandi

Railway Station, Delhi.
His dead body has been preserved in Subji Mandi Mortuary for 72

Hrs. Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the following
address or telephone nos.

SHO
P.5. Subji Mandi Railway Station, Delhi
Ph.: 7678485707 9625614517

DP/5047/Rly/2024

POWER TRANSMIS

SION

LN

E-TENDER CORRIGEN

The pre-bid clanfication of the E-Tender for "Augmentation of 220 kV
Substation Jhajhra (from 2x160 MVA to 3x160 MVA Transformer at
220/132 kV Voltage level and 2x80 MVA to 3x80 MVA Transformer at
132/33 kY Voltage level)" against tender specification No. PTCUL/
E-Tender/C&P-1/55-15/2023-24 has been uploaded on e tender
website and the last date of submission of E-Tender is hereby
extended upto 09.05.2024 15:30 Hrs. For more details please
visit e-tender website www.uktenders.gov.in (tender id no.
2024 PTCU1 71323 1) and for e-tender notice our website
www.ptcul.org. All other terms and conditions shall remain same.

For any assistance on E-Tendering, please contact +91-8899850000

RO T01/HQPUIPTCUL Date : 29.04.2024 Superintending Engineer (C&P-1)
“Save Electricity in the Interest of Nation”

ﬁ Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate Institute of Medical Sciences

Raebareli Road, Lucknow - 226014 (U.P.) India, www.sgpgims.org.in
Phones : (0522)-2668004-008, 700, 800, 900, Fax : 0522-2668017, 2668129

Corrigendum

In reference to advertisement No. I-33/ER/ACAD/2023-
2024 for the Hepatobiliary Diseases & Liver Transplant Unit,
it is notified that the department may be read as
"Hepatobiliary Diseases and Liver Transplant Unit
under the department of Surgical Gastroenterology”
instead of "Hepatobiliary Diseases & Liver Transplant
Unit" and preference will be given to candidates
with experience in liver transplantation in parentheses.
The details of advertisement can be viewed on
WWW.sgpgims.org.in

Further last date of receiving of application only for Sr. no.
34 of main advertisement is now extended till 10th May,
2024. The cut-off date for determining the qualifications and
experience is hereby fixed as 10th May, 2024.

Advt. No. 1/01/ER/ACAD/2024-25

DIRECTOR

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that a
person (depicted in the photo) name
unknown, residence and family is
unknown age about 45 years was
found dead at Near Sardar Patel
Jheel, Gram Sabha Pooth Kalan,
Delhi on 25.02.2024 at 7:43:04 hrs.
In this regard a DD No. 19-A Dated
25.02.2024 has been lodged at PS
Begumpur, Delhi.

His physical description is as under:-

Sex: Male, Age: about 45 years, Height: 5' 2" ft. approx.,
Complexion: Shallow.

Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address ortelephone numbers:- SHO
Website:http:/fcbi.nic.in PS: Begumpur, Delhi
E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in Ph.: 011-27579033, 27581117

Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641 Mob.: 8750870323
Fax No.: 011-24368639 DP/3165/RD/2024

General public is hereby
informed that an unidentified
dead body of male Age :
Around 40 years, Height : 5'8",
Face: Oval, Complexion :
Shallow, Build: Normal,
wearing red colour suit-salwar,
was found dead on 25.04.2024
Near Public Toilet, Under
Flyover, Khajuri Khas, Delhi. In this regard DD No.
0029A dated 25.04.2024 has been lodged at P.S.
Khajuri Khas, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about
the deceased may kindly inform to the following:-

SHO : P.S. Khajuri Khas, Delhi
Tel. No. 011-22968700, 22960459,
08750870706

DP/5019/NEf24

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Anil Bhardwaj S/o Sh. Satpal Bhardwaj R/o H.No. G-342,
Ram Park, Khanpur Road, Loni, Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh
has Committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
in case FIR No. 602/2014 U/s 33 Ex. Act, P.5. K.N. Katju Marg,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said Anil Bhardwaj cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Anil
Bhardwaj has absconded (or is concealing himself to aveid the
service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Anil
Bhardwaj of case FIR No. 602/2014 U/s 33 Ex. Act, P.S. K.N.
Katju Marg, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 31.05.2024.
By Order
Sh. Himanshu Sehloth
Metropolitan Magistrate-03
Room No. 213, 2nd Floor,

DP/5066/NW/2024(Court Matter) Rohini Court, Delhi

E-TENDERING NOTICE

Sr. DEETRD/Agra for & on behalf of President of India invites "Open
Tender” through on-line only (e-Tendering) for the following work:

jr—

5 Approximate | Earnest
N Tender No. Name of work Cost Money
AGCTROT | Shifting of 66 KV Transmission Rs. Rs.
1 202401 Line due to construction of two- | 27627634.60 | 288100/-
lane ROB at LC 568 & 571 on Mew Delhi - Palwal section.

Period of completion:- Twelve months, 1. For full details & submission of the
bid please see the Indian Railway website www.ireps.gov.in. 2. Tender can
only be submitted through web portal "www.ireps.gowv.in” up 1o 1530 Hrs. on
date 17.05.2024 753/24 (D

[] North central railways & www.nerindiansaibways.gov.in fj northeentralrailway (%] @ CPRONCR

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Priti Chouhan W/o Satish Chouhan R/o Plot No.
27D, C-Block, Parvesh Nagar, Village Mubarakpur Dabas,
Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence case FIR No. 691/21 dated 06.08.2021 u/s 25 NDPS
Act. P.S. Paschim Vihar West, Delhi and it has been returned
to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said Priti
Chouhan cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to
my satisfaction that the said Priti Chouhan has absconded
{or is concealing herself to avoid the service of the said
warrant). Proceeding w/s 82 Cr.P.C. has been initiated in
the case. Proclamation is hereby made that the said
Priti Chouhan accused of FIR No. 691/21 dated 06.08.2021
uws 25 NDPS Act. P.S. Paschim Vihar West, Delhi is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on 01.06.2024.

By Order: Satbir Singh Lamba

DP/4884/0D/24

Additional Session Judge,

( AT W O T RN TR W g ST
(A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of H.P.)
CIN No. LA 0T HP198BGOI008409

Notice Inviting Request for Selection (RfS)

RfS No.: SJVNICC-Delhi/REIA/2024-25/SOLAR-2 Date: 30.04.2024
SJVN Limited has been designated as a Renewable Energy Implementing Agency (REIA)
vide Office Memorandum F. Mo, 283/332020-GRID SOLAR dated 24.04.2023 issued by
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Govt of India. SJVN Limited hereby
invites ONLINE bids from the eligible bidders for “Selection of Solar Power Developers
for setting up of 1200 MW ISTS-connected Solar Power Projects anywhere in India
under Tariff-Based Competitive Bidding". The Request for Selection (RFS) Document
can be downloaded from the websiles www.sjvn.nic.in, www.eprocure.gov.in and the
e-lendering Portal https:/iwww.bharat-electronictender.com. from 01.05.2024 to
17.06.2024 fill 18:00 Hrs {IST), The Bid is to be submitied ONLINE on the e-tendering
portal ie https:/'www.bharat-electronictender.com. The prospective bidders are
requested to remain updated through above mentioned websites for any clarfication or
nofification cencerned with this RES, as no further information will be published in respect
ofthis RfS through any other media

Last Date & Time for submission of bids
Date &Time of opening of Technical bids

m waSEte fafiee SJVN Limited )

¢ 17.06.2024 till 18:00 Hrs

» 21.06.2024 at 11:00 Hrs
Dy. General Manager (C&P)
ath Floor, Tower1, NBLC Office Complex,
East Kidwai Nagar New Delhi-110023. Ph.- 011-61201906/51901953

Our Shared Vision: 25000 MW by 2030; 50000 MW by 2040

TENDER NOTICE

The Deputy Chief Engineer/Const./Northern Rallway, Shivaji Bridge, Mew Delhi for
and on behall of President of India invites open e-tender under Two Packet system
for the following work:

1 [Name of work and location : "Balance work for Const. of four lane ROB having
single span 1x64.05 M (Bow String steel girder) c/c of pier and balance work
of approach of aiready pushed Limited Height Subway along the ROB in lieu
of L-xing Mo .61 at Km 98/23-25 near Kohand Railway station on Delhi-Ambala
section of Morthem Raihway”

Completion period of the work : 08 (Nina) months
Approx. Cost of work : Ris. 1583.50 Lakhs
Earnest Money to be deposited : REs. 9,41, 800/-

Sale/availability of tender document on Rly. Website Tender
documents will be available on IREPS websile ie. www.ireps.govin from
06.05.2024 to 21.05.2024 upto 11.30 hrs,

6 |Last date/Time of upload of tenders ; 21.05.2024 upio 11.30 hours, Tender
doecumeants can be uploaded by the tenderar on IREPS websile e, 0B.05.2024
to 21.05.2024

7 |Date and time of opening of tender : 21.05.2024 at 11.30 hours

| a|w]|m]

Room No. 132, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

Mo.: 524-Acs/Balance work/ROB-61/Kohand/C3B Dated: 29.04.2024 127772024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

After defection

of candidate,
MP Cong chief
draws criticism

Indore: With Congress can-
didate Akshay Kanti Bam
withdrawing his nomina-
tion, Indore is the second
constituency in MP where
BJP has got a near walkover
after Khajuraho, where the
SP candidate forgot to sign
the nomination papers, re-
ports Sagar Choukse.

Bam sprung the last-min-
ute surprise on Congress af-
ter seeking votes for himself
under the party banner on
Monday morning — the last
day for withdrawal of nomi-
nations. Towards afternoon,
he suddenly vanished. Con-
cern began mounting in the
Congress camp.

Congress workers were st-
unned when Bam was seen en-
tering the district election of-
fice, escorted by BJP MLA Ra-
mesh Mendola. Outside, wa-
iting in an SUV, was state mi-
nister Kailash Vijayvargiva.

Bam, a businessman, ig-
nored media questions after
stepping outof the election of-
fice, where Congress and BJP
workers came to blows. Less
than an hour later, Vijayvargi-
va posted a photograph on X
showing him, Bam and Men-
dola, allsmiling in a car: Vijay-
vargiva hosted a joint press
conference with Bam, whoan-
nounced that he was m-
pressed by PM Narendra Mo-
di's ‘Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bha-
rat’ concept. "I have just
changed my path. I have cho-
sen the path where there are
people with patriotism to re-
ach the goals,” hesaid.

In Congress, there was
confusion, bedlam and plen-
ty of finger-pointing, mostly
at PCC chief Jitu Patwari.
Partv's Indore unit working
president Devendra Singh
fumed:; “Bam was campaign-
ing in Choithram Mandi ar-
ea with me in the morning.
He betrayed the party in the
afternoon. I'd always ques-
tioned the party'sdecision to
ignore genuine and dedicat-
ed party leaders and field
Bam, solely on the basis of
his wealth. T had predicted
that he would withdraw.”

Tough for even
a non-believer
Muslim to come
under ISA

b Continued fromP1

brother who was afflict-

ed with Down Syn-
drome and she and her father,
a widower, took care of him.
She said as per Shariat,
daughter gets just half the
share of what sons are entit-
led to as successorsof theirfa-
ther, which in this case meant
the son would receive two-
thirds of herfather's property
and she would get one-third.

Her counsel Prashant
Padmanabhanargued that if
“something happened to the
son’”, then his share would
not go to her or her daughter,
but to some relative of her fa-
ther. “There is no authority
where my father can go and
say that he is a non-believer
Muslim and that he would
liketogiveeffect toanequita-
ble succession through the
secular ISA," he said.

After reading Section 3 of
the Shariat law, the bench said
if the father does not make a
declaration that he is a Mus-
lim, he could escape the ri-
goursof Muslim personal law.
But the CJl-led bench then
looked at Section 58 of the
ISA, which provides that
“testamentary suUCCession
(wills) to the property of any
Muhammadan” will not be
covered by this legislation.

The bench realised that
even if a non-believer Muslim
attempts to wriggle out of the
rigcours of discriminatory
succession rights under the
Shariat law, he would still find
it difficult to bring himself
under the umbrella of ISA.

'_l_‘he womansaidshehada

4 convicted in
hooch case
that killed 106

Mumbai: Observing that this
was a tragic incident which
caused death of 106 persons
and injuries including per-
manent loss of evesight to 75,
a sessions court on Monday
convicted fourof 14accused in
the 2015 Malwani hooch trage-
dy case. Accused were found
cuilty under culpable homi-
cide charge which attracts a
maximum sentence of life im-
prisonment. They were ac-
guitted of murder charge.
Quantum of sentenceislikely
to be pronounced on May 6,
reports Rebecca Samervel.
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Ex-IPS officer :
moves SC over
dismissal of
his candidacy

New Delhi: Former IPS offi-
cer and Birbhum BJP candi-
date Debashish Dhar on
Monday sought urgent hear-
ing of his petition challeng-
ingthereturning officer'sde-
cision to reject his nomina-
tion papers and alleged that
this was done to help Trina-
mool Congress candidate get
a walkover in the sensitive
Lok Sabha seat.

Advocate Nidhesh Gup-
ta pleaded with a bench
headed by CJID Y Chandra-
chud for an urgent listing,
alleging that the RO had fri-
volously rejected Dhar's
nomination papers on
grounds that he had not at-
tached ‘no dues certificate’
from Bengal govt.

A 2010 Bengal cadre offi-
cer, Dhar resigned from
service on March 21. On
March 27, the President ac-
cepted his resignation and
home minisiry had written
to state govt to settle all
dues of Dhar. The state re-
leased him from service
without issuing a no dues
certificate, On April 24, he
filed his nomination, but
two days later it was reject-
ed by the RO. tvn

summons to
BBC UK office

New Delhi: A Delhi court
has sent a fresh summons to
BBCatits UK addressaspre-
viousattemptstoservesums-
mons were unsuccesstul.
The matter will be heard in
Aug 2024,

District judge Ruchika
singla’s court, noting that
summons issued to BBC
were not received, directed

now usi

Urges Voters
To Defeat BJP,
Show They
Aren’t Scared

Roushan.Ali@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Telangana CM A
Revanth Reddy said on Mon-
day that PM Narendra Modi
and Union minister Amit
Shah, who were *using CBI,
I-T and ED” to intimidate op-
position leaders, have now
started to “use even Delhi Po-
lice to win elections”. The
CM's retort came minutes at-
ter Delhi Police served notices
on him and four other Con-
gressmembersoveranalleged
doctored video of Shah.

Revanth has been target-
ing BJP govt’s policies and had
called Modi “a cobra™ three
days ago at a public meeting in
Zahirabad Lok Sabha constit-
nency. He used the word “co-
bra” to drive home his claim
that Modi holds grudges and
would make farmers pay for
compelling him to retract the
three contentious farm laws
and for apologising to them.

When Delhi Police arrived
in Hyderabad, the TPCC pres-
ident was away, campaigning
inSedam, in Karnataka's Gul-
barga Lok Sabha constituen-
cy, along with AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge and
AICC general secretary Pri-
yvanka Gandhi. “Tjust received
information from Telangana
Congress office (Gandhi Bha-
van) in Hyderabad that Delhi
Police came to arrest me. But
noone is getting scared here. A
befitting reply will be given to
the notices... | appeal to people
of Karnataka and Telangana
to unite, defeat BJP in LS polls
and show them that we are not
scared,” hesaid.

“This election is between

After CBI & ED, they're

ng cops: Reddy

Police write to social media platforms

seeking details of video, its originator
»Continued fromP 1

Delhi Police have also written to X and other social media
platforms seeking details of the video as they look for the
originator and the individual who made this clip go viral, sources
added. In the FIR lodged by them, police have invoked IPC sections
pertaining to forgery, provocation for rioting and promoting enmity
between different groups besides section 66-C of IT Act.

Earlier on Monday, Delhi Police brass assembled to review the
case. Another team landed in Hyderabad at noon and visited Gandhi
Bhavan (Telangana Congress headquarters) and served the notice
under Section 91/160 of CrPC. The notice reads: “We require the
following details/documents: The video tweeted/re-tweeted by you
on your X handle, the mobile/laptop/tablet or any other electronic
device through which you have created/uploaded/tweeted this
video on your X account and any electronic device used by you for
the purpose of recording of this video before uploading and
tweeting the same,” it further reads.

langana. Congress govis in
Karnataka and Telangana
have implemented five guar-
antees each in their respective
states,” Revanth said.

“People of Karnataka had
given BJP 25 of 28 Lok Sabha
seats in 2019, one each to JIXS)
and an independent support-
ed by BJP But what have BJP
Modi and Shah given to Kar-
nataka? They have not solved
the drinking water problem in
Bengaluru and Congress govt
had to go to Supreme Court to
get its due share of central
funds. Now, if vou vote for BJE
SCs, 8Ts and OBCs will lose
their reservation. If Congress
is voted to office, reservation
will continue even for minori-
ties. In fact, OBC reservation
will go up based on their pop-
ulation,” the CM added.

Congress advocate Rama-
chandra Reddy received Del-
hi Police notices and sought
15 days to replv. He asked Del-
hi Police to provide a copy of
the FIR. “The video could
have been fabricated in BJP's
video factorv. People of Te-
langana are smart and will
teach Modi and Shah a les-
son,” TPCC senilor vice presi-
dent G Niranjan said.

Revanth Ea.ld th:s election is
between Karnataka and Gujarat;
and called Kharge ‘dhartiputra’

Karnataka and Gujarat.
Kharge is vour ‘dhartiputra’
(son of the soil). Sonia Gandhi
hasmade him AICC president.
The time has come for vou to
stand by him. People of Guja-
rat stood by Modi and Shah
and gave them all 26 MP seats
in Gujarat in 2019. Now, people
of Karnataka should give at
least 26 of the 28 Lok Sabha
seats to Congress in Karnata-
ka,” hesaid.

“Congress’ Rahul Gandhi
walked for over 4,000 km, from
Kanvakumari to Kashmir, fol-
lowing which Congress came
to power in Karnataka and Te-

HDK hints at
a plot against

brother

p Continued fromP 1

his follows a 47-year-
‘ old woman lodging
Sunday a police com-
plaint against the son and
grandson Gowda — former
minister HD Revanna and
Prajwal, respectively — ac-
cusing them of sexually ha-
rassing her and her daugh-
ter when they worked in the
Revanna household be-
tween 2019 and 2022,

Early last week, videos
circulated via pen drives
purportedly showing sex-
nal exploitation of several
women. Prajwal had ap-
proached police alleging
that these videos were cre-
ated using deepfake to de-
fame him ahead of voting
on April 26.

Congress govt in Karna-
taka has formed an SIT to in-

vestigate the case. Kumaras-

wamy claimed he had no pri-
or knowledge of the scandal
and urged police to investi-
gate the distribution of pen
drives containing the videos
in Hassan city a few days be-
fore Friday’s vote.

Hinting at a conspiracy
against his brother and ne-
phew, EKumarswamy said:
“Why did nosurvivorlodgea
complaint until last week?”

The situation shifted
Monday when relatives of
the woman complainant al-
leged that she was attempt-
ing to smear the reputation
of the Revanna family and
harm Gowda's image.

The survivor's mother
in-law, accused her of fabri-
cating allegations. She said
the survivor had left her
work as a cook at Revanna's
home five wears ago and
had never disclosed her or-
deal to anvone.

Perceiving a chance,
Congress is leveraging the
purported scandal to cen-

nephew

Prajwal had approached police
alleging that the videos in
question were created using
deepfake to defame him

sure both JIXS) and BJP
Congress functionaries ac-
cused the two parties of
fielding Prajwal from Has-
san despite a letter from a
BJP leader in Holenarasipu-
ra asking his party to not en-
tertain the Revanna family:
Demonstrations were
held in Hassan and Holena-
rasipur, native town of Re-
vanna, as Congress mem-
bers and various organisa-
tions staged protests.
Protesters asserted that
numerous women who have
faced sexual harassment
are hesitant to report due to
the influential status of the
Revanna family
They urged the district
administration to establish
a helpline to safeguard
and encourage more
women to step forward and
lodge complaints,
Responding to the pro-
testers’ memorandum,
Hassan DC C Sathyabhama
assured full cooperation to
SIT and pledged protection
to women seeking assist-
ance, “It was during elec-
tion time that a pen drive
was found and it was for-
warded to the Hassan SP Af-
ter that, an FIR was regis-
tered,” she said.

5 students from B'luru colleges drown: Five students drowned
in Sangama on Monday. Police, fire and emergency services

on April 27 that the same “be
issued afreshon UK address”
in compliance with an order
dated July 7, 2023 on filing of
PF “within seven days”.

In July 2023, the court had
issued summons to BBC ina
defamation suit filed by BJP
politician Binay Kumar
Singh requesting that the UK
national broadcaster be re-

Man hides gold in rectum,
held: A manwasarrested at
Imphal airport on Sunday for
carrying gold worth over Rs 70
lakhinside his rectuminthe
form of paste. Customs & CISF
personnel found packets
containing suspected foreign
gold from him. Tuu

Advt. No. : SDP/01/2024-25

various Cerification Courses under th

CSIR- INDIAN INSTITUTE OF CHEMICAL BIOLOGY ¥ @
(Council of Scientific & Industrial Research) a
4, Raja 5. C. Mullick Road, Jadavpur, Kolkata-700 032

CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical Bm!oga'srliﬁlﬁia |r1-.1u!l'¢ajsS
ntegrate

g== ) ICMR-NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NUTRITION

(INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH)
Jamai Osmania Post, Tarnaka, Hyderabad - 500 007, TS.

ADMISSION NOTIFICATION

E lications for
| Initiative -

Course Duration : 02 weeks (from 3rd June 2024 - 14th June 2024).

Online Application Period : 22nd April 2024 to 13 May 2024,

For aonline application process : https:/liicb.res.in/sdp
Administrative Officer

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for admission into NIN Commaon
Entrance Test - NCET-2024 {ONLINE) for 2-year M.Sc (Applied Nutrition) & M.Sc
{Sports Nutntion) at ICMR-NIN, Hyderabad “under the aegis of AcSIR"

Last date: 20" May, 2024. Please see the website https:/iwww.nin.res.in for

strained from publishing a
recent documentary on PM
Modi or any other material
related to RSS and Vishwa
Hindu Parishad. The suit
says allegations made in the
documentary against RSS &
VHP are motivated by mali-
cious intent to defame the or-
ganisations, its members. Tin

4 ‘walls’ seen

In excavation

at Bhojshala,
says Hindu side

Indore/Mhow: ASI carried
out excavations at four of
eight blocks inside the Bhoj-
shala main building on Mon-
day Hindu representative
Gopal Sharma said a wall-
like structure has become
visible and portions of four
such walls are now seen, one
of which is50feet long.

Excavation was done on
the northern and southern
sides and workers were re-
moving soil and silt very
slowly he said, adding that in-
seriptions inside the Kamal
Maula Dargah were traced
on paper rolls and walls were
ireated with chemicals.

A portion of abroken stat-
ue-likestructure wasexcavat-
ed in the central hall, believed
to be the sanctum sanctorum
by Hindus. Soil removal work
may take two-three days
more, he said, Reacting to the
survey, Dhar Shahar Qazi Wa-
gar Sadiq said, “ASI is violat-
ing SC orders in relation to
surveyastheyaredoing phys-
ical excavation which could
harm the monument.” Tuw

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr. Divisional Signal & Telecom
Engineer, South East Central
Railway, Nagpur, acting for and on
behalf of the President of India, invites
E-Tender for execution of work
mentioned below. Name of the work:
S&T work in connection with
TTR(CS+CMSC) without PSC layout
(1 in 12) in Tumsar Road and
Mundikota yard of Nagpur Division
of SECR. E-Tender Motice No.:
ST-TTR-CS-CMSC-TMR-MNU-24,
Dt 26.04.2024. Tender Value:
T 1,07.42,721/-. Bid Security:
T 203,700/, Completion Period:
18 (Eighteen) Months. Submission
of tender: Bidders will be able to
submit their original/revised bids upto
15.00 Hours on 20.05.2024 only.
Details are available on our website
www.ireps.gov.in,

APEX/417 DSTE-UNGP
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Selection of Agency for supply of raw materials for Wood industries in

various Jails of Bihar
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T gt fivi
5.N Activity Date/Time : Duration
1. | Online Sale/Download date of Tender From 18/03/2024 to 03/06/2024 till 17:00 Hrs.
documents

On 28/05/2024 at 15:30 Hrs. In the Office of
Inspector General, Prisons and Correctional
Services, Old Secretariat, Patna-800015

2. | Pre-Bid Meeting
(Attending Pre - Bid meeting is not
compulsory)

e & AW Selection af Agency for supply of raw materialy for Food industries in varions Jails of Bihar
S—faer g | BT/ 04— /2024 /01 (2024-25)
FenteE 3-Mfder e
5.N ! Activity Date/Time : Duration
1. ' Online Sale/Download date of Tender From 18/03/2024 to 03/06/2024 till 17:00 Hrs,
documents
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(Attending Pre - Bid meeting is not General, Prisons and Correctional Services, Old
compulsory) Secretariat, Patna-800015
3. Last Date/Time for submission/ uploading Upto 03/06/2024 till 17:00 Hrs.
of offer/Bid
4 | Date & time for opening of 06/06/2024 at 14:30 Hrs
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personel fished the bodies and sent them for autopsy. T
VALLABHBHAI PATEL CHEST INSTITUTE
University of Delhi, Delhi-110007

; !EEI : Tel.: 011-27402400, 27667102, Fax No.011-27666549

Applications are invited for the appointment to the following temporary
posts to be engaged on contract basis for a period of one year
(extendable up lo 3 years based on requirement & satisfactory
performance) in CCRYN funded research project entitled "To explore the
affects of Yoga and Pulmonary Rehabilitation in patients with Interstitial
lung disease and examine their molecular basis" under Prof. Vishal
Bansal, Department of Physioclogy, V.P. Chest Institute, University of
Delhi, Delhi-110007

S Post No. of | Remuneration Age

No. posts Per month Limit

1. | Senior Research 01 RKs. 35,000/- + 40 years
Fellow 27% HRA

2. | Junior Research 01 Rs, 30,000/- + | 40 years
Fellow 27% HRA

3. | Yoga Therapist 01 Rs. 30,000/- 40 years

{Consolidatad)

For details, please wisit Institute's website: www.vpci.org.in. Any further
addendum/ corrigendum shall be hosted on the Institute's website only.

Prof. Vishal Bansal
Principal Investigator

CBC 17169%/12/0001/2425

e i
Ministry of MSPE Govi, of India

Indo German Tool Room,291/B-302 /A, Sector E,
Industrial Area, Sanwer Road, Indore-452015 (MP)

E mail ID-:trg@igtr-indore.com web : hitp:www.igtr-indore.com
Phone: (0731)4210703/4/8/7

Required Faculties for Online & Offline for

Various Training Programme On Honararium Basis

Kindly Apply for following subjects -
Artificial Intelligence & Data Science

Cyber Security & Ethical Hacking

Digital Marketing

Hospital Management

Export Management

Electric Vehicle & charging station

Medico Legal Aspects in Healthcare Practices
Cyber Law & Cyber crime investigation

9. Data Forensic

10. Gem Registration & E Marketing

11. Solar Energy

12. Cyber Law & Cyber crime

13. Gold Valuation

14. Artificial Intelligence Reinforcement Learning in python.
15. Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning for business
I\__:_I.I;'-. Artificial Intelligence for financial accounting & al.ldiﬁny
Minimum 1 or 2 Years Experience is required

Contact: 9755162902, 9584817708 | Apply on: patogm@igtr-indore.com

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CASH & ACCOUNTS-II

NOTICE to nationalized banks for investment of an amount of
Rs. 36,20,57,128/- (Rs. Thirty-Six Crore Twenty Lakh Fifty
Seven Thousand One Hundred Twenty Eight Only plus interest
accrued) IN FIXED DEPOSIT.

All the Nationalized Banks are informed that the above-mentioned
amount is to be invested in Fixed Deposit for a period of 91 DAYS.
Interested Nationalized Banks are requested to quote in sealed
cover, the highest CALLABLE rate of interest valid till 06.05.2024,
for this deposit in accordance with the prescribed format and hand
over personally to the undersigned upto 5.00 p.m. on 03.05.2024.
No offer will be accepted after 5.00 p.m.

MmN mL b WwN e

For more details, prescribed format and instructions, log on to
www.supremecourtofindia.nic.in

. (TAPAN KISHORE SHARMA)
Place : New Delhi Drawing & Disbursing Officer,
Date :29.04.2024 Supreme Court of India

Advertisement No. 36/2024

Government of India
Public Enterprises Selection Board

invites applications for the post of
Director (Finance)

In
SJVN Limited

Last date of submission of
application by applicants is

24th May, 2024.

Last date of forwarding of
applications by the Nodal Officers
to PESB is

03" June, 2024.

For details login to website
http://pesb.gov.in

WESTERN COALFIELDS LIMITED

| (A Subsidiary of Coal india Limited)
Coal Estate, Civil Lines, Nagpur - 440001, Maharashira, india. Webails - wew.westemcoal.in
NOTICE
All the tenders issued by CIL and its Subsidiaries for procurement of
Goods, Works and Services are available on websiles of Ceoal India
Limited (www.coalindia.in), respective Subsidiary Company
(WCL, www.westerncoal.in), CIL e-procuremenl portal
(https:/icoalindiatenders.nic.in) and Central Public Procurement Portal
(https:/leprocure.gov.in). Bids for the tender can be submitted through
https:/fcoalindiatenders.nic.in only. Corrigendum/Addendum,
if any, are published on https://coalindiatenders.nic.in only. In addition,
procurement is also being donea through Gel Portal (https:/igem.gov.in).
Process & Product Development Centre, Agra &
Government of India Society (EFC HawD&Ihl o

OFFLINE TRAINING ON Master Chat GPT:
Upgrade Your Knowledge with Al Chat bots

Dates: 04th - 05th May, 2024 (Weekend)

Welcome to the Mastering ChatGPT course. In this comprehensive program,
we'll dive deep into the capabilities of ChatGPT and explore how it can
revolutionize your productivity. Whether you're an educator, developer, or
business professional, this course will equip you with the skills to effectively
harness the power of Al language models.

Course Fees :- Rs. 4500/ Including GST

"OFFLINE TRAINING ON
Digital Marketing with Al Tools

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises

MSME - TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

Dates: 11th - 12th May, 2024 (Weekend)

Digital Marketing with Al, where you will gain a comprehensive understanding of
how to leverage the power of Al create compelling content, and design eye-
catching visuals for effective digital marketing campaigns. This course is designed
for marketers, content creators, and graphic designers who want to stay ahead in
the digital landscape by integrating Al, Content and design seamiessly,

Course Fees :- Rs. 4500/- Including GST

Tlmlng ‘Il'l I RORHIT R LIMITED SEATS AFAILAII.E

m Br. MSME DFQ, 2nd floor, MSME-TDC PPDC, EFC New Delhi, Opp.
Haldiram L Block, Outer Circle Connaught Place, New Delhi - 110001

For More Details, Course Content and Online Registration
Contact Number - 9810371728, 7983607199, 9677692445
E-mail- kathir.r@dcmsme.gov.in, msmeppdcdelhiG@gmail.com

Certificate will be awarded
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UGC-NET exam postponed to June 18

he UGC-NET exam will now be held on June 18 instead of June 16,

the National Testing Agency has notified. The postponement was
done based on representation from aspirants that the dates for UPSC
Prelims and NET exams are clashing. NTA said the exam centre cities
will be displayed on NTA website(s) 10 days prior to the test. s

DP/4726/NW/2024

Ms. Preeti Rajoria
Metropolitan Magistrate, Mahila Court-02,
Room No. 18, Ground Floor

North West Rohini

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
SEE SECTION U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused (1) Usha Goel
W/o Ramesh Goel (2) Gaurav S/o Naresh Kumar (3) Parveen Goel Slo
Naresh Goel, (4) Mukesh Goel Sio Lt. Sh. Bhoj Raj Goel (5) Shelly Goel
Wio Mahesh Goel Rio D-28 Tandon Road Adarsh Nagar, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have commitied) the offence in Case FIR
No.163/05 Uls 498A/406/34 IPC P.S. Keshav Puram, Delhi. and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said
accused (1) Usha Goel (2) Gaurav (3) Parveen Goel (4) Mukesh Goel (5)
Shelly Goel cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused (1) Usha Goel (2) Gaurav (3) Parveen
Goel (4) Mukesh Goel (5) Shelly Goel has absconded (oris concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that the said accused (1) Usha Goel (2) Gaurav (3) Parveen Goel
(4) Mukesh Goel (5) Shelly Goel Case FIR No.163/05 U/s 498A/406/34
IPC P.S. Keshav Puram, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 24.06.2024

By Order

Court, Delhi

NORTHERN RAILWAY

________NORTHERN RAILWAY _JZ>=l

TENDER NOTICE

(Through e-tendering)

"‘“‘“Mamual.r

Mame of
work with
its location

Linvision,

FPravision of Telecom Facilites for Provision of Telecom Facilities for
Lipgradation of maintenance facilities including provision of covered
shed on Washing Cum Pit-lines io facilitate high-speed frain's
maintenance at Coaching Maintenance Complex at Anand Vihar, Delhi

App. cost of the work (%)

T 2,17,62,158.51/- only

Earmnest Money Deposit (1)

T 2.58,800/- only

Address of the office

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C,
Morthern Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM office,

MNew Dealhi -1100355.

Date & Time for upload the
tender / closing of tender

Tender uploading / Closing date & time 22/05/2024 up

to 15.00 hrs.

efc.

Website particular & notice
board location where complete
details of the tender can be seen

Mew Dalthi-110055.

Sea Lthe Morthern Railway website
www.ireps.gov.in & MNolice board at S&T
branch, 3°Floor, DRM office, State Entry Road,

Tender No. 558-5ig-16-Tele-OT-8998 Dated: 29/04/2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Terminal |,

1275124

LAND FOR SALE

20-ACRES
in Avodhya 13 Kms [from

Ayodhyva and 17 kms from
S5ri Ham Mandir Contact:
S415048106

PUBLIC NOTICE |

Land for sale

PLUUEBELIC NOTICE

That fe present nofice i being issued
on the instructions and on behall of my
chent Mrs; SHASHI SULTAMLA, Wic Mr
R.K. Sultania, Rio Petng, Bihar, who
have enterad info an Agreament (o
SellBavena dated 24,11.2022 with the
owriers namaly (1] Mrs. NEENA JAIN,
(2) Mrs. ANJU JAIN and {3) Mrs
PRAEHA MODI in respect of sale of
Entire Properly bearng No.332, land
rmaasuring 1l sq. mirs., i Black Mo B4
Poond, IEl*alirnar Bagh, Dedni-110083.
After having entered inby Agreement
with iy cliend, (1) Mrs, NEENA JAIN, (2}
s, ANJU JAIN gnd (3} Mrs, PRABHA
MODI are neithar avthorized naor
competent 1o selll iransfer or create any
rightinteres! in he said properly in
Eavour of any third party and any swch act
shall fantamownt & chaaling, fraud and
criminal breach of trust Whosoever
dests with the said owners m respact of
the sald property shall be solaly
responsibée for all their acts, deeds and
CONSAGUeNcas.

M. Hasibuddin |[Advocate)

Ofice: E-135, Basemanl,
Lajpal Nagar-1. Mew Dalhd-110024

SEBI Final Order no. 30278
dated 18-4-2024 w.r.t Trade
sharks. Name: WVivek
Erishnamoorthy. Clients
approach me for refund.
Refund Modality;: Electronic
transfer. Address: 464, Avyar
street, Magalakshmi illam,
Karisalkulam, Vilangudi,
Madural 625018, Ph4113650165

STE=ADN 6Tl

ot wfvE SiE O ol 9Em
WAF fHEr EWS s3s 98
Ja7 10 dIet T e
Ul Beng g9 weiaTE—
400023, ANNE 10.03.2024 4,
AN TR I & aaaE,
BN UEA U4 HUS ¥ AR
2 3T Aliel 2024 | TAE &
fopmaT U Heww o A8 T
v ¥ gae Buamar 3
@ fegr T g W o
BelEe § dEmEd we R
T 391% 9% wieg o oleg
Teie Afvie ¥ dTs A8
s B vHH fBmr 5 S
561, WaeT 15, TIE 1, EMa
HEgTEs w47 9811167089,

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED (See section 82 Cr.PC)

Where as complaint has been made before me that accused
Naushad Khan S/o Sh. Nishar Khan R/O Azad Colony , Dalkola
PS- Dalkola , Dist: North Dinajpur, West Bengal, & AT-103 |
Khasra No-200, Master Colony Sahibabad, Dist:- Ghaziabad
has committed the offence in case CC.No. 13/2018 WS
3RP(UP) Act at Railway Protection Force Post Anand Vihar
Delhi which is punishable and a Warrant of arrest
issued there upon has been returned unexecuted stating that the
said accused Naushad Khan can not be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Naushad Khan has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the said Warrant). Proclamation is hereby made
that the said Maushad Khan is required to appear before this
court to answer the said complaint on or before 06.06.2024.

Shri CHATINDER SINGH
Metropolitan Magistrate Tis Hazari Court, Delhi
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is & inform o general public
thiml 'wi had booked Flal Mo 1807
Tower S3B In  Ecowviliage-1 ol
Supertach Lid situaied af Plod MNo
8 Seclor-1, Groater Moikda n B
narmsa al my Husband Labe Sh Sajish
Humar Sharma as Main applicant
and Smi Ritu Sharma (mysell] as
Co-mpphcant. MNow afer  demisa
of my Husband Sh Sabish Hurms
Sharma, | egoast WS Superech
Limilad 1o ransher the captioned Nat
solEly on my name

it anybody has any
o s hefshe can contact MS
Supartech Lid at their head office
al plol no C2, Sedtor 96, Supaniech
ESQOUARE Moida within 15 days
of thes nofice or emall at CRMGE
SUPERTECHL IMITED, SO
Sdi- Ritu Sharma
RE-B/10. Stroal Mo-3, Stapur
Extri, Part-1, Dipbil Mour, New
Diasthe- 1 10045 | Mobile-08 11466122

Dby

dofll 3 A Canara Bank

C==
Regional Office New Dedhi
Dethi Tamil Sangam Buliding
Sector-5 RK Puram, Delhi -110022

| FOR KIND ATTENTION OF
OUR MOST VALUED
CUSTOMERS

in our endeavor to consolidate |
and strengthen our services to
our customers, the fallowing
branches will merge and
funchon at the acquinng branch |
premises from 30-04-2024 andg
shall cater to all types of banking |
business from the acqmnng
| branch address.

' Merging Branch| Acguiring Branch

\Name & Address| Name & Address
Akbar Bhawan|  New Delhi
Branch (19146)]  Diplomatice

Add.: Akbar Enclave
Bhawan Chanakyapuri
Satya Marg, | (157) Acd.: Ti48,
Chanakyapuri,| Malcha Marg,
Delhi-110021 | Dipiomatic Endlave,
Chanakyapusi,
Naw Deafhi-110021 |
Deputy General Manager|
Regional Office New Delhi

 Date: 30-04-2024, Place : New Delhi

TENDERS |

. The Institute of Cost
& Accountants of India
|Statutory Body undar am Act
of Parliamant) CMA Bhawan,
3, Institutinnal Ares, Lodhi
i Rond, Neve Dedhi - 110003
Sealed tenders in two bids
system are invited from
eligible bidders for
Construction of Underground
Water Tank at the Noida
Office of the Institute. For
details please visit:
www.icmai.in. Last date for
submission of Bids is
20th May 2024.
Convener: Advertised Tender Enquiry
Date: 30.04.2024, ICMAL Delhi

Amid Singapore & HK row,
FSSAI focus shifts to spices

FSSAI ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Food Safety
Standards Authority of In-
dia has decided to step up
surveillance this year of
spices and culinary herbs,
fruits and vegetables, sal-
monella in fish products
and fortified rice amid
heightened scrutiny of In-
dian masala brands such as
MDH and Everest.

The samples will be col-
lected from mandis, malls
and mom-and-pop stores
across the country as the reg-
ulator seeks to enforce better
compliance of standards.

Some of the product cate-
oories have been under
watch over the past few vears
too with spices becoming a
major focus area this vear in
the wake of developments in
Singapore and Hong Kong af-
ter alleged detection of carci-
nogenic pesticide ethylene
oxide (EtO) in some samples.
EtO is used by the spice in-
dustry to reduce microbial
contamination, such as that
of E coli and Salmonella.

Another report by Public

= No of samples tested

2023-24

zuzl-zz 32,934 (23%) (RN 144 lakh
znzz 7 uazsqza%}_ 77 lakh
-.IIZIII:[[t'” i JERN

® No of samples found non-conforming

2020-21 28,347 (26%) [N 107 lakh

Eye, a Swiss body, and Inter-
national Baby Food Action
Network (IBFAN) claimed
Nestle India was adding sug-
ar and honey to infant milk
and cereal products sold in
countries like India.

Of the samples tested by
FSSAT between 2020-21 and
2022-23, nearly one out of four
food samples was found non-
confirming. Officials, howev-
er, clarified not all samples
found to be non-conforming
are unsafe. “A sample can be
declared non-conforming for
various reasons. This In-
cludes misbranding where a
productand itscontentaren't
desecribed properly; below the
standard product and when
products are considered un-
safe to consume. Maximum
defaulters fall in the first and

second category” a senior
FSSAl official said.

Over the years the num-
ber of samples picked up
has increased from a little
under 1.1 lakh in 2020-21 to
4.51akh in 2023-24.

According to FSSAI Act,
if samples are found sub-
standard and misbranded,
maximum penalty can be le-
vied up to Rs 5 lakh for sub-
standard food, uptoRs3lakh
for misbranded food and up
to R= 10 lakh for misleading
advertisements, “If samples
are found unsafe, food busi-
nesses can be prosecuted un-
der Section 59 of FSS Act,
2006 where a three-month
jail term with penalty up to
Rs3lakh can belevied where
failure does not result in in-
jury” the official explained.

Modi doubles down on attack
against Cong ‘Vote-bank politics’

ANI

» Continued fromP1
1281/2024 odi harked back to
\f{ Balakot in Bagalkot,
l recounting with
I amusement initial rumours

o]
J-l--*|

By Order

about an airstrike happen-
ing in the similarsounding
north Karnataka district af-
ter word got out of war-
planes hitting terror targets.

The Navanagar rally
Modi's fifth campaign stop
in north Karnataka in 24
hours, saw him doubling
down, once again, on his t1-
rade against Congress for
its wvotebank politics, in-
cluding “reservation for
Muslims” in violation of
the Constitution.

Modi =said Congress
snatched slices of the quota
pie from Dalits, SC/8Ts and
OBCs and handed these to
Muslims by putting themon
the OBC list. “BJP is ramp-

A girl, identified as Nagaratna
Meti, with an image of the PM
with his late mother. The PM
asked SPG commandos to get
him the photo with the child's
name and address on it, and
promised to write to her

ing up the share of SC/ST/
OBC representation by en-
couraging them to enter
public life, which Congress
isunable to tolerate.”

Modi started his speech
in Kannada, invoking the
deity Badami Banashanka-
ri, saint Basavanna and 5id-
deshwar Swamiji of Jna-
navogashrama.

When a girl in the audi-
ence, later identified as
Nagaratna Meti, held up an
image of the PM with his
late mother Heeraben
Muodi, he asked an SPG com-
mando to get him the photo
with the child’s name and
address on it, and promised
towrite to her.,

Party candidates PC
Gaddigoundar  (Bagalkot)
and Ramesh Jigajinagi (Bi-
japur)shared thedais along
with BJP's state president
BY Vijayvendra, former CM
BS Yediyurappa, and a few
ex-ministers.

North Karnataka will
vote during the third phase
of elections on May 7.

US Pannun plot
probe involves
CIA, FBI, others

p Continued fromP1

dav, who was on deputa-
tion from CRPE allegedly

forwarded details of Gurpat-
want Singh Pannun, including
his address in New York, said a
Washington Post report, citing
sources and a US indictment.
The official is now back with
the central paramilitary force.

Given his background, Yad-
av “lacked training and skills”
needed for an operation that
meant going up against sophis-
ticated US counter-intelligence
capabilities, the Post said.

According to the report,
senior officials at US justice
department and FBI had
pushed to prosecute Yadav, a
step that would have implicat-
ed RAW in a murder-for-hire
conspiracy. “But while a US
indictment unsealed in Nov
contained the bombshell alle-
gation that the plot wasdirect-
ed by an Indian official, it re-
ferred to Yadav as only an un-
named co-conspirator, CC-1,
and made no mention of the
Indian spy agency,” it said.

“Higher-ranking RAW offi-
cials have also been implicated,
according to current and for-
mer Western security officials,
as part of a sprawling investi-
gation by the CIA, FBI and oth-
er agencies that has mapped
potential links to Modi's inner
circle,” the report said.

l{ﬁw officer Vikram Ya-

Canada PM
seen smiling
at SF rally

» Continued fromP 1

pro-Khalistan Sikhs de-

manded the prosecution
of Indian high commissioner
Sanjay Verma for “orchestrat-
ing the assassination of Har-
deep Singh Nijjar”. In a video
released by SFJ, Trudeau was
seen smiling at the chants of
“Khalistan zindabad”.

SFJ chief Pannun said,
“Trudean’s address is reassur-
ing that pro-Khalistan Sikhs'
right to campaign for liber-
ation of Punjab from Indian oc-
cupation was protected under
Canadian Charter of Rights
and the liberal govt will always
stand with Canadian Sikhs.”

l ‘) uring Trudeau's address,

i ii! I LINE OF NO CONTROL SANDEEP ADHWARYU

THIS ...IF YOU SWIPE
IS YOUR LEFT, YOUR
VIETIM WEALTH WILL

PISAFFEAR

..IF YOU sWIPE
FIGHT, YOUR

CONSTITUTION
WILL PISAFFEAE

IF I PON'T
SWIPES

THEN YOU wiLL
PISAFPFEAR

;-17 ne es raze §8ha
~ forest land; Nainital
blaze contamed Govt

Shivani Azad &
Sonali Mishra | Tnn

Dehradun/Nainital: Utta-
rakhand continued to face
the ongoing forest fire chal-
lenge on Monday as it report-
ed47new incidents across the
state, scorching approxi-
mately 78 hectares of forest
land. Most of these infernos
engulfed the Kumaon region,
accounting for 30 incidents
thatravaged anareaof 51 hec-
tares. Garhwal also reported
16 incidents, affecting 25 hec-
tares, while a solitary inci-
dent scorched 1.5 hectares of
protected forests.

Amidst the chaos, four in-
dividuals wvaliantly battled
the flames, sustaining inju-
ries in their efforts. The grim
tally of destruction since Nov
1last year stands at 653 fire in-
cidents, devouring 814 hec-
tares of forest cover and in-
flicting losses worth Ks 16.8
lakh to the state exchequer.

Union minister of state
for defence and tourism
Ajay Bhatt said on Monday
that all tourist destinations,
including Nainital, are com-
pletely secure. Bhatt's state-
ment came following his vis-
it to the forests adjacent to
the Bhowali range, where he
confirmed the govt's suc-
cessful containment of the

forest fire within 36 hours.

In Nainital, the battle
against the flames received
reinforcement as 30 Nation-
al Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) members joined
forces with the district ad-
ministration to combat the
inferno. Meanwhile, the Ar-
my, having deployed person-
nel in Almora and Nainital,
recalled them as the situa-
tion improved, a defence
spokesperson said,

The assurance of safety
was reiterated by Nainital
divisional forest officer
(DFO) Chandrashekhar
Joshi. He said, “The Naini-
tal division witnessed 28 for-
est fire incidents, impacting
approximately 33 hectares
of woodland. Allthefiresare
now effectively contained. A
total of 11 individuals have
beencharged underthe Indi-
an Forest Act in connection
with these incidents.

Meanwhile, chief minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami
convened a meeting with the
administration, issuing
strict directives to combat
the infernos. Dhami reiter-
ated that all tourist spots
across the state, notably
Nainital, remain devoid of
any threat.

(With inputs by Kalvan
Dasin Dehradun)

Union Bank

of irmaia

A e i mli D ey,

Department of Infarmiation Technology
111a, A Shenkarecharya Marg,
Oop. Powail Lake, Fowai, Andhen East,
Mumba - 400072,

Urnion Bank of India mvites
vendors for following items
GeM Bid No — GEM/2024/
Bi4897Z75 Dated 29.04.2024
ltem/Job Description -
Request for Proposal
(RFP) for setting up
Managed IT Services for
Pan India branches/
offices.

Date and time of tender
publication - 29.04.2024
11:00 hours

Bid End Date/Time -
21.05.2024 16:00 hours
For olher details and
downkoading of bid document,
please  wvisit  Gowemment
e-Market Flace (GeM) portal
https:/igem.gov.in for
participation in the tender.

%)

SOMS
STOCKHOLDING DOCUMENT
MANAGEMENT SERVICES

LIMITED (SDMSL)

CIN: UT4140MH2006G0IN 63728
Webshe: www. stockholdingdms.com

NOTICE FOR
EMPANELMENT
SDMSL invites
applications for
Empanelment from
reputed and experienced
vendors under different
categories for Pan India
delivery/services.
For more information,
please visit our website:
www.stockholdingdms.
com/tenders.php for
Empanealment
application.
Corrigendum, if any,
shall only be published
on the website.

STOCKHOLDING
DOCUMENT
MANAGEMENT
SERVICES LIMITED
SHCIL House, Plot No. P-
51, TTC Industrial Area,
MIDC, Mahape, Navi
Mumbai, MH - 400 710.

Tel: 022-61778728/ 8704

To place an ad in

TIMES Interila»
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Logon to :
ads.timesgroup.com

VISHWAS Nagar EPPP CGHS
[A4d (Regd No 2027 Plot 64 Sec
23 Dwarka Delhi 110077
Requesis detailed proposal
from experienced and gualified
contractors, for revamp of rain
water harvesting system as per

current DB NGT norms.

Interested contractors may
carry out site visit for
assessment of work. Proposals
should be submitted by 15 May
24 to the Society offiee through
registered post/emaild
vishwasiaiagmail.com }

CHANGE OF NAME

I Sachin Bhargava 870 Late
Pradecp Kumar Bhargava B0
Tata Primanti Gurgaon has
changed my name from Sachin
Bhargava to Sachin Eumar for
all future purposas,

I Shamsul Qumar Ansari 8/a
Mahmood Ansari R/0 53-54
Hashid Market Extension have
changed mv name from
Sham=ul Gamar Ansari to
Shamsul Gumar Ansari for all
future purposes.

I, Davinder Bahl S/o Late
Radha Krishan Bahl B/o B
14/ A, Vijay Magar, De: Mukhe
riee Mapar, Delhi-11000% have
changed the name of my
minor daughter Yani Bahl,
aged 14 vears, to Vaani Bahl &
hereafter she shall be known
as Vaani Bahl

I, TARUN KUMAR 870 BENI
MADHAVA BRAM A0
RAJOKRI, NEW DELHI-1 10035
have changed my name from
TARUN EUMAR SHARMA to
TARUN KUMAR vide Affidavit
dated 27 April 2024 at SESSION
COURT, KAPASHERA, NEW
DELHL

I, Poonam, daughter of Raj
Singh and i am wife of Amit
Kataria changing my name
from Poonam to Poonam
Rataria.

I THANKI W/0 PK AJAY
KUMAR BETHEL

KERLA HAS CHANGED MY
NAME FROM THANKI TOD
THAMEI T VIDE AFFIDAVIT
No. IN-DL79612930823295W
[SSUED AT WNEW DELHI
COURT DATED 26 APR 24

I, Harish Kumar S/o Sh.
Glrdhal Lal B/o Flat No.-81,

sarojini Magar Market, Delhi-
110025 notify that Harish
Kumar and Harish Khemani
both names belong to one and
the same person, 1. mine.

I hereto knownas Radha
KErizshnan Remva D/o Radha
krishna Pillai R/o G-179, GF G-
block. Dilshad Colony, Jhilmil
Delhi-85 have changed my
name & shall hereatter be kno
wii as Ramya Radhakrishnan.

HOUSE,
PALAPPORU, EALLIYOOR,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,

I, MONA LISA, spouse ot
PARIJAT KEASHYAP, resident
of P-5, OFFICERS' ENCLAVE
AlR FORCE STATION
MOHAMMADPUR, NUH
HAEYANA, have changed my
MName from MOMNA LISA to
MOMA EASHYAP vide
Affidavit dated 26 APRIL 2024
at TAURU, DIST - NUH.
HARYANA.

I Mohammad Khalil S5/o
Sahjad Hussain, RO D-237
Laxzmi Garden, Loni Road,
Ghaziabad LULP-201102 declare
that name of mine & my
Father has been Wrongly
YWritten as MD EHALIL 5/0
MD SHAHZAD HUSSAIM In
My 10th Class Educational
Certificate bt correct Nane
are MOHAMMAD KHALIL
S5/08AHJAD HUSSATN.

SANJIBANI (sHeLLY)
Every birthday is a new
page in your book of life. Be

your with
SUCCRSS, Hn:lnpaiﬁm

To advertise in

To book your ad

I Shobha Bani w/o Hajesh Nar

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

dso Shiv Lal, r/o 87574, UK.
Gurgaon am confirming that
my name is Shobha Chandhary
Mar for all fature purposes

[ LOST & FOUND |

LOST Original Builder Buyer
AGREEMENT dt 16-12-2004
hetween M/S AJAY
ENTERPRISES PVT. LTI and
SMT. AMRITA SAPRE AND
SH. PARAG SAPRE for sale of
APARTMENT NO. B03 in
WOODBURRY TOWER
CHARMWOOD VILLAGE,
SURAJ EKEUND ROAD
FARIDABAD, HARYANA
Finder may send to Mr

Santosh Kumar Pandey s/0 8h | o PAN India basis from Pvt & EPC
R 5 Pandey at above address or :
call 98114 12567 Contractors. Persons having excellent

oheprojects@gmail.com

WANTED AGENTS

For procuring
Railway Overhead

Electrification Business
(Copper Contact Wire & Catenary Wire)

relationships with Contractors apply on -

Personal

TIMES inter:las»
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To advertise
in Classifieds,
please Call

Sunil :

9999499496 gl

PUBLIC NOTIGE:
9312633518

for
Property ads

PROPERTY:
9999499496

rvesinter Jas

MATRIMONIAL:
9310298131

Classifieds, please Call

9312633518

Sunil : 9999499496
for Property ads

Scan QR Code

TO ADVERTISE IN
TENDER/
PUBLIC
NOTICE

PLEASE CONTACT:

Aman: 9312633518
Rajeev: 9560002888

Visit our Website:

iastrologer.com | Ai Astrologer - Gurudev Vashist

Download the App Now
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Cannesting People, Donnactng Neede

TO ADVERTISE IN CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CALL:

GETIT ON
Gmgle Play

CHANGE OF NAME /
LOST & FOUND:
8130604727

RECRUITMENT &

EDUCATION:
9811790649

SHOPPING:
9312633518

SERVICES /
VEHICLES & TRAVEL:

9999499496

'+ Readers are recommended to make

EN R
“]i- “"u“."'h
GROLT

appropriate enquires and seek
appropriate advice before sending

money, incurring any expenses, acting
on medical recommendations or
entering into any commitment in relation
to any advertisernent published in this
publication. The Times of India Group
doesn't vouch for any claims made by
the Advertisers of products and
services. The Printer, Publisher, Editor,
and the owners of The Times of India
Group publications shall not be held

liable for any consegquences,

in the

event such claims are not honoured by
the Advertisers.




WISDOM BEGINS AT THE
END — DANIEL WEBSTER
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\\ F;JIGOLE KIDMAN, 56, BECOMES 15" AUS ACTOR TO BE HONOURED  TAYLOR SWIFT'S ‘TORTURED POETS DEPARTMENT’ DEBUTS AT NO. 1 N |

SW/ITH LIFE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD BY AMERICAN FILM INSTITUTE  BILLBOARD 200 WITH CAREER-BEST 15™-WEEK SALES OF 2.6M ALBU UNITS

|CC Arrest Warrant Against Bibi?

Israel Believes PM And Many Senior Govt Officials’ Name
On Warrant On Charges Related To Confllct Wrth Hamas

believe that the Internatio- E

Iameh officials increasingly g

nal Criminal Court is prepa-
ring to issue arrest warrants
forsenior govtofficialsonchar-
ges related to the conflict with
Hamas, according to five Israe-
li and foreign
officials. Thels-
raeli and fore-
ign officials al-
so believe the
court is weighi-

[srael appears to soften
5 stance in ceasefire talks

ber of hostages that it wants
‘Hamas to free during the fir-
st phase of a new truce in Gaza,
according to three Israeli offici-
als, offering a hint of hope for
ceasefire negotiations that co-
uld restart as soon as Tuesday:
For months, Israel had de-
manded that Hamas release at
least 40 hostages — women, ol-

Iqrae-l has reduced the num- £

US secretary of state Antony Blinken
said Israel must still do more to
increase humanitarian aid for Gaza

Scientist behind
China’s first Covid
vax expelled from

parliament for graft

Beijing: China’s top scientist,
who developed the first inacti-
vated Covid-19 vaccine at the
height of pandemic in the co-
untry in 2020, has been stripped
of his membership in the Na-
tional People’s Congress (NPC)
due to serious discipline and
law violations, official media
reported in Beijing on Monday.

The charge of serious disci-
pline and law violations is a
common euphemism for cor-
ruption under the ruling Com-
munist Party of China (CPC)

- Ukraine retreats from
eastern front; Nato
chief blames aid delay

Kyiv: Russian troops have
captured or entered around
a half-dozen villages on Uk-
raine’seastern frontoverthe
past week, highlighting the
deteriorating situation in
the region for outgunned
:and outmumbered Ukraini-
. an forces as they wait for
long-needed US military aid.

“The situation at the
front has worsened,” Gen.
Oleksandr Syrsky, Ukrai-
ne's top commander, said in

Reuters

LOVE & WAR: A soldier hids
farewell to his partner after end of
a short break from frontline duty

ng arrest warr- derpeopleandthosewhoarese- . = 40 iio ko e i use his disciplinary practice. a statement Sunday in Russia jamming GPS?
ants for members of Hamas. - riously ill —inorder tosecurea current West Asia trip — his seventh Yang Xiaoming is the chair- which he announced that his -
If the court proceeds, thels- A woman sits with a child inside a house damaged by air strikes in Rafah new truce, Now the Israeli govt man of China National Pharm- troops had retreated from ﬁl'mﬂ.ll' SIISPEIIIIE

raeli officials could potentially
be accused of preventing the
delivery of humanitarian aid

‘5 Israeli military units

Israeli air strikes on

is prepared to settle for only 33,
according to the officials, who
spoke on the condition of ano-

since Oct 7 — to press the matter

Hamas and its allies captu-
red roughly 240 Israelis and fo-

aceutical Group’s vaccine sub-
sidiary China National Biotec
Group (CNBG). The 62-year-old

two villages west of Avdiiv-
ka, a Ukrainian stronghold
in the east that Russia seized

flights to Estonia city

Finnair said Monday it was

to Gaza and pursuing an exces- ﬂﬂlﬂt&d rlights IIﬂﬂ'I‘IS' Rﬂfﬂh kl“ 22 pEI}FIE nymity. The change was pro- reigners in their attack on Oct is a veteran researcher who he- earlier this year, and anot- suspending flights to the
sively harsh response tothe Ha- mpted partly by the fact that Is- 7. Over 130 hostages are believ- aded the CNBG —a vaccine su- her village farther south. Estonian city of Tartu for one
mas-led Oct 7 attacks on Israel, he US state department said | sraeli air strikes on the Gaza rael now believes that some of  edtostill be held in Gaza, but so- bsidiary of state-owned Sinop- : Military experts say Mo-  month due to GPS interfe-

according to two of the five offi- Monday that it has found five city of Rafah have killed at least the 40 have died in captivity, ac- mearethoughtto have died. Ne- harm —and ledateam thatde- : scow's recent advances refl-  rence that the Estonian fore-

cials, all of whom spoke on the
conditionof anonymity, Israeli
officials said thev believe that

units of the Israeli military respo-
nsible for gross violations of hum-
an rights in incidents that took pl-

22 people, including six women
and five children, Palestinian off-
icials said. One of the children kil-

cording to one of the officials.
The shift has raised expec-
tations that Hamas and lsrael

gotiations over a new pause,
mediated by Egypt and Qatar,
have stalled for months over

veloped Sinopharm’s BBIB-
P-CorV wvaccine, China's first

coronavirus shot approved for

ect its desire to exploita win-
dow of opportunity to press
ahead with attacks before

ign minister labelled a
Russian “hybrid attack™. All
flights to Tartu were suspen-

PM Benjamin Netanyahu is aceoutside of Gazabeforeconfli-  ledinthe strikes overnightinto might be edging closer to sea- disagreements about the num- general use. Accordingtoasta- ©  the first batch of a new US  ded between April 29 and May
among those who might be na- ctbroke outinOct. Fouroftheuni- Mondaywas justbdaysold.lsra-  ling their first truce since a we-  ber of hostages and prisoners tement by NPC, Yangisalready : militaryaid packagearrives 31while“analternative
med inawarrant. Itisnotclear tshave effectively remediatedthe elhas regularly carried outstrik-  eklong ceasefire in Nov, when who should be exchanged. being investigated by the party : inUkrainetohelprelieveits approachsolutionthat

who might be charged from Ha-
mas orwhat crimes would beci-
ted. The officials did not disclo-
se the nature of the informa-
tion that led them to be concer-
ned about potential ICC action.

Arrest warrants from the
court would probably beseen in
much of the world as a humb-
ling moral rebuke, particularly
to Israel, which for months has
faced international backlash
over its conduct in Gaza. It co-
uld also affect Israel’s policies
as the country presses its mili-
tary campaign against Hamas,

The Israeli and foreign offi-
cials said they didn’t know wh-
atstage the process was in. Any
warrants would require appro-

Anti-war stir: US colleges raise questions on outsiders’ role

violations, while Israel has submi-
tted additional information regar-
ding the fifth unit, state departm-
ent deputy spokesperson Vedant
Patel said. US weapons salesto
units will not be affected, he said.
He did not offer specifics. reuTers

es on Rafah since the start of the
war and has threatened to send
in ground troops, saying Rafahis
the last major Hamas stronghold
inthe enclave, Over amillion
Gazans have sought refuge inthe
city onthe Egyptian border. ap

Hamas released 105 captives in
exchange for 240 Palestinian
prisoners. A senior Hamas offi-
cial, Izzat al-Rishq, said Mon-
day that Hamas was studying a
new Israeli proposal, but did
not say what the proposal was.

Antony Blinken, the US se-
cretary of state, said at the Wor-
1d Economic Forum in Riyvadh,
on Monday that Israel had ma-
de an “extraordinarily genero-
us” offer and that Hamas alone
stood in the way of adeal. Nyt

val from a panel of judges and
woulld not necessarily result in
atrial or even the targets’ imm-
ediate arrest. Karim Khan, the
court’s chief prosecutor, has
previously confirmed that his
team is investigating incidents
during the war, but his office de-
clined to comment for this arti-
cle, saying that it does not “re-
spond tospeculation inmedia.”

Netanyahu's office also wo-

uld not comment, but Friday
the PM said on social media th-
at any intervention by the ICC
“would set a dangerous prece-
dent that threatens the soldi-
ers and officials of all demo-
cracies figchting savage terro-
rism and wanton aggression.”
Netanyvahu did not explain
what prompted his statement.
Based in The Hague, the ICC
is the world’s only permanent

international court with the po-
wer to prosecute individuals ac-
cused of war crimes, genocide
and crimes against humanity,
The court has no police force of
its own. Instead, it relies on its
124 members, which include
most European countries but
not Israel or the US, to arrest
those named in warranis. It
cannot try defendants in absen-
tia. But warrants from the co-

urt can pose obstacles to travel
for officials named in them.

If the ICC does issue arrest
warrants, they would come wi-
th deep stigmatisation, placing
those named in them in the sa-
me category as foreign leaders
such as Omar al-Bashir, the de-
posed prez of Sudan, and Rus-
sia Prez Putin, whowas thesub-
ject of a warrant last vear tied
to his war against Ukraine. nyr

disciplinary body — the Cen-
tral Commission for Discipline
Inspection (CCDI).

The Sinopharm shot and 5i-
novac Biotech's CoronaVac we-
re the most widely used in Chi-
naand theleading Covid-19vac-
cines exported by the country.

Another former Sinopha- :

rm senior executive, Zhou Bin,
who once served as the compa-
ny's deputy general manager,
was placed under investigation
by the CCDI in Jan. et

troops. Congress recently
approved $60 billion in mili-
tary aid for Ukraine, and Pr-
ez Biden signed it last week.
During a visit to Kyviv on
Monday, Nato secretary-ge-
neral Jens Stoltenberg said
the many months it took
Congress to approve new mi-
litary aid to Ukraine and Eu-
rope’s failure to deliver am-
munition on time had led to
“serious consequences on
the battlefield”. “When we

doesn'trequire a GPS signal
can be putinplace,” the
Finnish carrier said. GPS
interference can “prevent the
aircraft fromapproaching
and landing”, it said. Last
week two Finnair flights
headed for Tartu had toturn
back to Helsinki due to GPS
interference, itsaid. are

are not delivering as we sho-
uld, then Ukrainians are pa-
ving the price,” he said. nyr

Humza Yousaf quits as Scotland first
minister after just 13 months in office

Naomi Canton

ralism has failed across the
UK, I would suggest the evi-

ut Yousaf himself in relation
to aspeech he made criticising

Los Angeles: Colleges around  both sides of the rancorous de- & = - London: British Pakistani Sc- denceistothe contrary” Scotland for filling its senior
the US implored pro-Palestini- bate shouted and shoved each Paris pﬂllﬂE 'C[Eﬂl' ﬂﬂ'ﬂ.r E“Cﬂmmeﬂt ottish first minister Humza He made history 13 months  positions with “white people™.
an student protesters to clear otherduringduelling demonst- prﬂtEEtETS ﬂt or face susperﬁium Yousaf was overwhelmed wi- ago when he became the first The Scottish parliament
out tent encampments with ri- rations Sunday at the Universi- e . 3 th emotion as he announced Muslim and first person of co- has 28 days to nominate a re-
sing levels of urgency Monday tyof California, Los Angeles, Sorbon ne I.II'Il‘h"ﬂ'l'Slt},\‘r Columbia to students his resignation on Monday ah-  lour to hold therole. Hisfather placement or else an election
as classes wrap up for the sem- About 275 people were arr- ead of two no-confidence votes  emigrated to UK from Pakis- will be called.
ester and campuses prepare ested Saturday at various cam- Pﬂ!ice moved into clear dozens Culumbia University has given tabled this week, one in tan's Punjab province SNP MSP Kate Forbes, who
for graduation ceremonies. puses, including Indiana Uni- of protesters who had setup students until 2 pm (local himandone inhis govt, and his mother is of was raised by Christian mis-
Protests were still active at  versity at Bloomington, Arizo- tentsinacourtyard atthe Sorbo-  time) Monday to clear out from The motions were Kenvan-Pakistani-Pu-  sionaries in India, is oneof the
a number of campuses, Near na State University and Washi- nne University in ParisonMond-  the pro-Palestinian encamp- tabled by the Tories njabi descent. As he names being putforward. The
George Washington Universi- ngton University in St. Louis. ay to protest against the warin ment that has occupied a central and Labour after Yous- spoke about the toll po- former finance secretary was
ty, protesters at an encamp- The number of arrests nation- Gaza. The demonstrationtookpl-  lawnonits campus for nearly af last Thursday abru- litics had taken on his taken outof her primary scho-
mentbreachedanddismantled wide has surpassed 900 since ace three days after protests at two weeks, warning them that ptly terminated the po- g mza Yousaf [amily, henearly broke ol in Glasgow and moved to
thebarriersMondayusediose- New York police removed a the capital's elite Sciences Po they will face immediate suspe- wer-sharing coopera- into tears. Ludhiana, in Punjab, aged 10,
cure University Yard. Protes- pro-Palestinian protest enca- university andcameinthewake  nsionifthey donot leave by th- tion agreement his party, SNP, Anas Sarwar, Pakistani- where her father was involved
ters at Yale University setupa mpmentat Columbia Universi- of ralliesincampuses acrossthe  en.Students will be not be puni- had withthe Greensinadispu- origin Scottish Labour leader, in Bible teaching and mana-

new encampment with dozens
of tents Sunday afternoon, ne-
arly a week after police arres-
ted nearly 50 demonstrators
and cleared a similar camp.

At least one school, the Uni-
versity of Southern California,
cancelled its main graduation
ceremony this spring. Others
are asking the protests to resol-
ve peacefully so they can hold
theirceremonies. Protesterson

Depardieu briefly
detained by police
over ‘sex assauilts’

Paris: French police are no lo-
nger holding actor Gerard De-
pardieu following a dav of re-
ported questioning on Monday
over accusations by two women
that he sexually assaulted them
on movie sets, his lawver said.
Broadeaster BFMTV and
the daily Le Parisien had earli-
er reported that the 75-vear-old
actor was summoned Monday
morning by police and placed
in custody, Speaking to repor-
tersas he was leaving the police
station in the 14th district of Pa-
risthe actor's lawver, Christian
Saint-Palais, said: “The police
custody 1s over, He 1s no longer

held in the police station.” o/ : . 5 sented the lawsuit, the foreign @ loped with Oxford University vear, at least 158 went to those Ronnie Wood not far behind at 76. Drummer Charlie Watts died in 2021
Depardieu has denied wro- t least 45 people dIEd whena pounds East Africa, compounded ministry said in thestatement, : — was updated in April 2021, who had taken the AstraZene-
ngdoing. In an open letter last makeshift dam burst its by the El Nino weather pattern. “for a series of violations by : withtheapprovalof theUKre- ca jab. An AstraZeneca spoke- chatGPT fa.ces information about individuals
Oct, he said: “T have never, ever banks near a town in Kenya's Rift  Residents said the accident Mexico of a series of interna- | gulator !‘vﬁ-l'ﬂﬁ. to include the sperson told TOT *The vacci- A - because EU law stipulates that
abused a woman.” BFMTV and | valley in the early hours of occurred in the dead of night near | tlonal obligations, for the con- : possibility that itiscapable,in ne has continuously been sho- pla“'lt in Austria personal data must be accura-
Le Parisien reported that the | monday, police said, as torrential ~ Mai Mahiu, in Nakuru county, duct of the country since Dec | veryrarecases,of beingatrig- wntohaveanacceptablesafety ‘ = .y te, NOYB argued. ChatGPT
policesummonsrelatestoaceu- | rains and floods battered the sending water gushing downa hill | 17, 2023.” The suit also men- ; ger for thrombosis with profile and regulators around for hﬂ““ﬂl“ﬂtlﬂg “repeatedly provided incorrect
safions of sexual assault filed country. The disaster raises the and engulfing everything in its tions “insulting” statements @ thrombocytopenia syndrome the world consistently state th- Wrﬂ“g answers information™ about the birth
by two women who accuse him | toll over the March-May wet path. The deluge cut off a road, by Mexican Prez Andres Ma- : (TTS). AstraZenecapointsout at the benefits of vaccination date of NOYB founder Max Sc-
of groping during filming — | season in Kenyato more than120  uprooted trees, washed away nuel Lopez Obrador, the mini- : thatthisupdate waswell-docu- outweigh the risks of extreme- Vienna-based privacy cam-  hrems “instead of telling users
one in 2014, the other in 2021, ap as heavier than usual rainfall homes & sent vehicles flying. are str}' added. reutens : mented and publicly available, l:,f rare putentlal side effects.” paign group said Monday it  that it doesn’t have the neces-
........................................... R would file a complaint against  sary data", said the group.
ChatGPT in Austria, claiming
the “hallucinating” flagship Al Burkina Faso halts foreign
towaway cat gets from Utah to Cali omla In Amazon returns pac ge ol s wrong arsvers | mediaover massacrereport
which creator OpenAl cannot  Burkina Faso has suspended a

"™ alena, a 6vearold cat,
was found inan Amazon

_I warehouse a week after
she climbed into a 3-by-3-foot
cardboard box at her owner’s
home. When Carrie Clark got a
phone call on April 17 from a ve-
terinarian in California infor-
ming her that her pet, which
had vanished from her Utah ho-
me a week earlier, had been fo-
und some 500 miles (804km) aw-
ay, her first reaction was disbe-
lief. *I could not believe that it
was true,” Clark said in an in-
terview on Sunday night. “1 told

tyv and arrested more than 100
demonstrators on April 18,
Colleges have cited proper-
ty damage, outside provocate-
urs, antisemitic expressions or
just failures to heed warnings
as reasons to arrest students.
Many school leaders have in-
sisted that people outside their
colleges are stoking the con-
frontations, despite limited evi-
dence backing their claims. In

Students rally cutside La Sorbonne
univ in Paris with a Palestinian flag

many cases, the groups of pro-
testers have mostly involved
students and university emplo-
vees, but a notable exception
was at Washington University
on Saturday. Of the 100 arrests
made, only 23 were students
and four were employees, the
university said Sunday, apanyt

45DIEIN DAM BURST IN KENYA

her: I think this isa prank.”

It wasn't. Galena, her 6-ve-
ar-old American shorthair, had
sneaked inside a 3-by-3-foot
cardboard Amazon returns
package alongside five pairs of
steel-toed boots. Then the cat
was fransported two states
away to one of the company’s
warehouses, where it was dis-
covered by Amazon employees,

Galena survived the unex-
pected journey without any fo-
od or water, Clark said. Despite
herordeal, Galena was in relati-
velv good health with no issues

apart from mild dehydration,
Clark said. Twofactors had hel-
ped: One seam on the box had
come unglued, allowing oxygen
to circulate, and mild weather
kept Galena from overheating
or freezing. Clark said she tho-
ught that Galena got into the
box while her husband was pa-
cking it, by jumping inside
when he left to fetch some tape
to seal it up. “She doesn't meow
a lot and she loves boxes, so for
her, she wasreally happy inthat
moment. Although I'm sure
that wasn't the case later on.”

'E

t

i

US against the conflict. “Police
brought down tents, grabbed
students by the collar and drag-
ged them on the ground,” a stu-
dent said. A police source conf-
irmed they had intervened. “This
operation, which lasted onlya
few minutes, was carried out
peacefully withoutincident,” the
source said. The university, one
of the world's oldest, closed its
buildings for the days. reuters

shed for their participation if
they sign a form promising not
to break any university rules thr-
ough the end of the next acade-
mic year. The warning came aft-
er Columbia prez Nemat Shafik
said protest organisers and aca-
demic staff couldn't reach an ag-
reement that would break a stal-
emate over the encampment,
which the administration says
violates university rules. nytaap

te over climate pledges which
left the SNP as aminority govt.

In his resignation speech,
Yousaf said: “I could never
have dreamt that one day I
would have the privilege of
leading my country. People
who looked like me were not
inpositions of political influ-
ence, let alone leading govts,
when I was younger. For tho-
se whodecry that multicultu-

AZ vaccine, In rare cases,
can be a trigger for TTS’

Ecuador says it has
sued Mexico over
asylum to ex-veep

Quito: Ecuador's foreign mini-
stry said on Monday it has sued
Mexico at the International Co-
urt of Justice over Mexico's gr-
anting of asylum to former
Ecuadorean vice-president.Jor-
ge(slas. Glas, twice convicted of
corruption and now facing
fresh charges, wasarrested this
month during a raid by police
on Mexico's Quito embassy,
where he had been living since
Dec. The raid drew internatio-
nal criticismand Mexico hasal-
ready sued Ecuador at the ICJ
over the incident.

Ecuador’s representatives
at the court in The Hague pre-

Galena travelled muthan E#km
in a 3-by-3-foot cardboard box along
with five pairs of steel-toed boots

Since the box already weig-
hed over 30 pounds, Clark and
her husband did not notice the

»Continued from P1

sold under the brand name
; Covishield manufactured
: bytheSerumInstituteof India
i (SII) in Pune. When contacted,
. Sl declined to comment.
f Oneof theclaimants is Ja-
: mie Scott, a father of two,
- who was left with a perma-
: nent brain injury after deve-
. loping a blood clot after he re-
: peived the AstraZeneca vac-
. cine in April 2021, He said it
. prevented him from working.
] The product information
: relating to the vaccine — deve-

In India, the vaccine was

added weight of a stowaway
when they mailed it on April 10,
she said. But they did quickly
notice that their shy, indoor cat
was missing that same day Af-
ter days of searching the house
and the neighbourhood turned
up nothing, worst-case scenari-
os started running through her
mind, Clark said. Had Galena
darted outside? Had she been
snatched up by a predator?

“We had absolutely no idea
what had happened,” Clark sa-
id. Then she received the call
from a veterinarian in Riversi-

Daily Telegraph reported. The
vaccine is no longer used in
the UK. Lawyers representing
families suing the drugs com-
pany argue that the vaccine
was not as safe as individuals
were entitled to expect. They
are suing it under the Consu-
mer Protection Act of 1987, ar-
guing the maximum £12,000
payout they could get from the
UK-govt-run vaccine compen-
sation scheme is inadequate.
Figures obtained by the UK
newspaper under a Freedom
of Information request show
that out of 163 payvouts made by
the UK govtscheme by Feb this

de, Calif. An Amazon employee,
Brandy Hunter, had brought
Galena in, and the veterinarian
identified her through her mi-
crochip and contacted Clark.
Hunter wrote on Facebook.
“*We have gotten some pretty
crazy things in my time but ne-
ver anything like this!” Ama-
zon did not immediately re-
spond to requests for comment,
When Clark got the call, she
and her husband guickly book-
ed a flight to California to be re-
united with Galena. “It was su-
ch a miraculous moment.” nyr

called for an election and said
Labour’'s no-confidence moti-
on in the SNP govt still stands.

Yousaf saw SNP support
plummet under his tenure.
Most recently he faced wide-
spread criticism for a hate cri-
me act intfroduced this month
which critics decried as a
clampdown on free speech
which led to the police being
deluged with complaints abo-

oging the finances of a group of
mission hospitals. She hasspo-
ken of the culture shock she
experienced there sharing a
classroom with 60 Indian
children and getting slapped
with a ruler for poor grades.
She i1s a member of the Free
Church of Scotland and faces
some opposition within SNP
ranks owing to her socially
conservative views.

AROUND THE WORLD

THE LAST OF ROLLING STONES? The Rolling Stunes kicked off
their North America tour at a packed venue in Houston on Sunday,
with people travelling from various cities to watch one of the world’s
most enduring rock bands amid worries that this could be their last
tour. The group has been touring for over 60 years. Frontman Mick
Jagger and lead guitarist Keith Richards are both 80, with guitarist

correct. NOYB (*None of Your
Business”) said there was no
way to guarantee the progra-
mme provided accurate info-
rmation. “*ChatGPT keeps hall-
ucinating — and not even Ope-
nAl can stop it,” the group said.
The company has openly ack-
nowledged it cannot correct
inaccurate information pro-
duced by its generative Al tool
and has failed to explain where
the data comes from and what
ChatGPT stores about in-
dividuals, said the group. Such
errors are unacceptable for

swathe of international news
organisations, some indefinite-
ly, for airing accusations of an
army massacre of civilians.
Among those named are Fren-
ch newspaper Le Monde, UK
publication Guardian, German
broadcaster Deutsche Welle
and French broadcaster TV5
Monde. They were suspended
for reporting on a Human Rig-
hts Watch statement accusing
soldiers of killing 223 people in
attacks on two villages on Feb
25, The military of Burkina Faso
has dismissed it as “baseless".




A thought for today
Voting rights are preservative
for all other rights
RAPHAEL WARNOCK

Turnout Talk

Lot of chatter & questions about lower voter
participation. Remember, electorate is bigger this time

Twn phases of elections are behind us. Turnout’s lower

than 2019’s so far. So, the Indian poll punditry is having a ball.

Everyone wears a selector’s hat ahead of selectors’ picking
the India ericket XI. Similarly come Lok Sabha elections, Indians
turn psephologists — with much flair, and abundant political
‘insight’, not infrequently free of fact.

Why they vote | Knowhow hangs heavy, as hot as the air - in
living rooms and workplaces, in college canteens and academic
deep-dives, among random surveyvors and reporters, local party
workers, cabbies and autowallahs, and of course the chatterati,
who may not necessarily be the voterati. This vear’'s Big
Questions? Why are turnouts low? And whatever could it mean?
In 2019, which saw the highest turnout ever at 67.4%, CSDS-Lokniti
surveys suggested urban middle-classes were mobilised to vote
too. But, the josh seems missing this year, it’s said. Hat doffed to aam
v voters, who ensure every election is
nothinglike the earlier one,

Why they don't vote | This vear,
| there’s an overdrive to get the voter
out. Is the relentless pressure to vote
off-putting? Is there too much song
and dance about your ‘duty’ to vote?
Could low quality political discourse
be a deterrent? With elections drawn
out over 44 days, is there poll fatigue?
Does heat play arole? Dounprincipled
politicians switching parties at a
record clip dampen enthusiasm? Is trust wavering in the process of
voting? Is the telly tamasha soul-sapping? Are candidate profiles
weak? Are there too many criminals and crooks, with just enough
clout to stay outof jail?

Low vote? | There are very many strands to why voters vote.
Famously for caste, creed, and religion too, of late. If 2014 was
pitted as the call for ‘development’, 2019’s turnout was an inspired
mobilisation of voters. This year so far, political parties and EC
are tearing their hair out to get more people to polling booths. The
electorate is more polarised than ever. Many seem deeply and loudly
political. Support for parties and protests have continued apace.
And vet, seemingly, fewer people are voting.

But is even that a fact? The size of the electorate is bigger:
968.8m compared to 896m in 2019 —up by 72.8m electors. Which begs
the question whether turnout in the neighbourhood of 60% can, in
truth, be termed ‘low’? That is perhaps the only question we need
to ask at this point,

The X Factor

Politicians love social media. For voters, and for
democracy, the waters are more muddied

B RS president K Chandrasekhar Rao on Saturday joined the

longlist of politicians who are using social media platform X.
The party’s star on this platform is KT Rama Rao who has
over four million followers.

Frictionless communication | Politicians across the world
have been quick to identify the potential of social media platforms.
It offers an effective way to reach out to the electorate without
havingtogive upcontrolon howthe message is putout. Social media
is political oxygen. Donald Trump couldn’t keep away from it
after he was ejected from some social media platforms in 2021. His
company now has its own social media platform, Truth Social.

Special features | Recent research on
social media identified features that make
them different from older communication
modes. Entry barriers are negligible for
politicians who want to reach out. Even on the
otherside, access costsfallall the time. More-
over, the penetration of mobile internet has
meant that the consumption of social media
messages has become more convenient than
ever before. It's an indispensable tool for contemporary politicians.

Downsides aplenty | Social media’s attraction comes from the
near absence of checks and balances on users. Also, the platforms
have been largely spared legal accountability for content they host.
It's led to a proliferation of misinformation and now deepfakes that
aredesigned to cause trouble. Algorithms of social media platforms
that amplify posts peddling fake news only worsen the situation.
It's likely that the absence of adequate checks and balances appeals
to politicians and a new breed of proxies who are classified as
influencers.

2024 is the year when most major democracies have elections.
Common to all elections is anxiety about social media’s potential
negative impact.

Happiness from subsidy

It’s complicated by factors such as neighbour’s envy

Anupam Manur

I am a relatively poor man. Govt does a lot for me. Oratleast in
myname. In Bengaluru, for example, govt has kept the price of
water low, so that | can afford it.

Though it costs them roughly 7100 a kilolitre to provide,
they charge evervbody only about 10 and give a subsidy to
. cover the rest. Honourable intentions, no doubt, for which
I am sincerely grateful. What hurts me a little bit is that my supremely rich
neighbours also use this subsidy in large amounts. To wash their grand cars
and water their sprawling lawns.

Worse, because of all thissubsidy, I'm told that the wateragency (BWSSB)is
more broke than | am and in severe debt. This means that they usually don’t
have the money to lay down pipes to areas on the outskirts of the city.

Interestingly, though the agency is broke, some of its emplovees are not.
There’s an unocfficial BWSSB Employvees Vikas Yojana, to which many of us
have contributed in exchange for a piped connection. I am grateful for the
opportunity to contribute to the prosperity of my fellow Indians.

y While the water 1s affordable, its supply 1s notoriously

Gﬁ] \ unreliable. We are increasing the durability of the pipes by using

N them sparingly. Many of usend up hiring a water tanker or filling

our vesselsatthe local water plantatabout twenty times the price

that my Mercedes Benz washing neighbour pays. The intentions are good
though.

Finally, as our water agency is broke, it struggles to carry out maintenance,
More than 30% of the water meant for our homes is lost in leakages. Another
chunk is stolen by generous contributions to the Vikas Yojana.

All of these contributions take a heavier toll on my limited wallet than on
my neighbours, So, with gratitude, I request respected govt not to punish us
any more with its good intentions.

What's worse, the water that does end up coming through our underused
pipes is often contaminated with gutter water. To overcome this, like our rich
neighbour, I too might have to make another type of contribution - this time to
purchase our dear Hema Malini's water purifiers. Else, an upset stomach
during a water shortage crisis can be very tricky to manage.
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America’s Sugar Rush
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US govt pumped in more stimulus during Covid than other countries. That's still keeping
American economy looking strong. But when the effect wears off, the landing may come fast

Ruchir Sharma

US economic growth has defied the
once universal expectation that Federal
Reserve rate hikes would trigger a
recession. First economists dialled those
forecasts back to a “soft landing”, now
they are talking about “no landing”.
Conventional forecasting models have been more
off the mark than usual inthis post-pandemic recovery.
But why? Perhaps the most overlooked explanation for
American resilience is that, far more than other count-
ries, developed and developing, US kept stimulating its
economy well after the recession of 2020 was over.

Trump and Biden, both bountiful | Some of that fiscal
and monetary stimulus is still coursing through the
system, keeping growth artificially high, and making
inflation for both consumer and asset prices significantly
more persistent in US than in its peers,

After the pandemic struck, presidents Trump and
Biden unleashed around $10 trillion in new
spending, $8 trillion of that after the
brief, lockdown-induced recession of
early 2020 was over. US govt spending
has been running at a vearly level
around $2 trillion higher than its
pre-pandemic norm, and is on course
to set records as a share of GDP.

Meanwhile, the rest of the develo-
ped world has been heading in a different
direction. In the wvears since the
start of the pandemic, rising deficits
amounted to a cumulative 40% of GDP
in US, twice the average in Europe,
and a third higher than in UK.

By someestimates, fiscal stimulus
accounted for more than a third of US
growth in 2023; without it, US would
not look like such a marvel compared
to other developed economies — and to developing
economies as well.

India’s fiscal stimulus, more calibrated | GOI raised
spending during the pandemic to address some of the
health needs created by the virus, and to help busi-
nesses through a hard lockdown - but not beyvond.
By the end of 2023, US deficit was up by 4% of GDP over
pre-pandemic levels, or about three times the increase
indeveloping countries including India.

One result is that India’s public debt is up by about
8 points as a share of GDP - half the increase in US.

Another is that, while swings in inflation have barely
widened in large emerging economies including India,
they have grown roughly fivefold in US.

Even more under-appreciated than the boost from
runaway govt spending 1s the way monetary growth
has been supercharging the economy and the financial
markets. The Fed created so much money during the
pandemic that by some measures the excess has still
not been fully absorbed by the economy:

Liquidity hangover | The broad measure of money
supply known as M2, which includes cash held in
money market accounts
and bank deposits, aswell

as other forms of savings, is still well above its pre-
pandemic trend. In Europe and UK, where monetary
stimulus was less aggressive, M2 has fallen back
below trend.

This liguidity hangover has countered Fed interest
rate hikes and helps explain the current behaviour of
asset prices. Corporate earnings are up, on strong GDP
growth, but prices for stocks — not to mention Bitcoin,
gold and much else — have been rising even faster. This
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odd combination - higher stock valuations despite
higher rates - has not happened in any period of Fed
rate hikes going back to the late 1950s.

Housing party | A similar levitation act is visible in the
US housing market; despite higher mortgage rates,
prices have risen steadily and faster than in other
developed nations. Since 2020, total net worth of US
households has risen by nearly $40tn to $157tn, driven
by home and stock prices.

For the better off, this “wealth effect” 1s a happy
turn. A recent pollshowed that more Americans planto
vacation abroad this summer than at any time since
records began in the 1960s. For the less well off, who
summer closer to home, donot own a home and tend to
be younger, these conditions are less felicitous.

There are of course other reasonable
explanations for US resilience, including
the surge in immigration and the Al
boom. Moreover, many American
debtors are paying fixed rates
and won't get hit by hikes until
thev need to refinance
their loans. New govt
incentives are drawing
billions in investment
tosubsidised industries,
from green tech to
computer chips.

e

Heat is on, who's melting?
| But this much seems
clear: with both consu-
mer prices and asset
prices more elevated in
US than its peers, the
economy is overheated
and the Fed has less room
to cut rates than expected. As
long as interest rates remain
higher for longer, US will be asking for worse trouble if
it keeps running deficits close to 6% of GDP; that is
twice the pre-pandemic average for US, and six times
the median for western Europe. US cannot sustain such
aggressive stimulus indefinitely, and govt spending is
already slowing.

Economics though is far from an exact science,
and it is hard to know when exactly the sugar rush from
the past stimulus will wear off. But once it does, the
landing may come faster than anyv conventional model
suggests now.

The writer isanauthor and global investor

What We Lose When Words Become Weapons

We argue to wound others and win, rather than to learn together. This is as true in TV
debates or social media as in social settings. Our sages and scholars knew better

Prasoon Joshi

Legend has it that an erudite sage
travelled through a village where a
respected scholar resided. Their
disciples planned a debate to establish
B who had the better mind. A crowd

i gathered, expecting a fiery interac-
tion. To evervone's surprise, they acknowledged
each other and walked back to their respective
abodes, Later, when a vounger disciple asked
why he hadn'tengaged in debate, the sage said:
“Wohjaantathamainjaanta hoon, mainjaanta
hoon woh jaanta tha” (He knew that I know,
I know that he knew), The two men had
recognised each other’s calibre in that brief
meeting and understood that a point needn’t be
proved just for the sake of it. Graceful silence
saiditall.

This episode remains relevant even now,
Much has been written about the art and science
of debate in ancient India, taking the forms of
samvada, vada, jalpa and vitanda. The story of
Sulabha teaching the haughty King Janaka the
art of measured debate 1s a masterclass on
speech and even intention.

In our world, winning an argument and defeating
the other is highly prized. “l decimated him/ I killed
it/ destroyed his premise/ udaa ke phenk diva" - are
oft-heard phrases, be it in a boardroom, on broadcast
media or social media or a casual gathering. These
platforms benefit the few who have mastered the
lexicon of debates and rebuttals. Instead of delibera-
tion, the aim is to overpower and pulp, through
tone and pitch and body language. Those trained in
debate eclipse others, irrespective of innate smarts
and skill. A genuine deep dive into the matter is
rarely seen.

Let's explore a few aspects of such argumentation,
where the aim 1s pure domination.

Thought violence | Most of our interactions now
occur at the level of thought and speech. The brain
increasingly governs the world, Thread by thread, the
fabricof our inner universe is shaped by speech.
Examining an argument can give you an insight
into its construct. Are the words sharp? Do they attack,
cutorwound? Dothey demean theother? You see where
we are going with this exploration. The word can be a
brutal weapon. So, can winning an argument be a form

Ny,

of sophisticated violence? Have you engaged in
thought violence and been aware of it?

Thought scars | A physical wound heals but leaves a
scar, and so does a nasty argument. When a child is
hurt, he cries in pain, revealing his wound. An adult
braves it out, hiding the pain caused by sharp
arguments. But weallarecarrvingthese thought scars,
Where do these violent thoughts and words emanate
from? Is it from the same base impulse that drives
physical violence? This animal instinet could be born
out of our *vikaar’, forgetting the fact that our authentic
self is ‘nirvikaar’, an incorruptible form of energy,
Many schools of thought have ruminated on the

brutality of arcuments. Take the fascinating ideas of
anekantavad and syat in Jain philosophy. Scholars
translate anekantavad as the principle of ‘many-sided-
ness or non-onesidedness’. According to this, no single
statement can be the absolute truth in understanding
the nature of reality; the existence of mutually
opposing groups of thoughts is given ample space,
The word “syat’ 1s for multiplicity and relativism. It
respects other schools of thought by warning us
against the extensive use of ‘eva’ or ‘only’. It
explores the truth patiently and gently It is an
attitude of tolerance, justice, and respect for
the other. These concepts are in stark contrast to
the word wars we see today.

Virtual violence | The virtual world makes it easier
to indulge in violence of words and thoughts. In
virtual interactions, physical separation allows
for greater expression of verbal violence.

Silence as violence | Interestingly there can
even be violence in silence and inaction. When
someone is expectantly waiting for a response
and the other hard-heartedly restrains from
responding, this can be maun hinsa.

Reflecting and seeking | All this takes us deeper into
where the intention is born. If we search forthe truthat
all levels of intention, thought, and expression, we
must evaluate the line between debate and discussion,
victory and vehemence, ego and substance.

The increasing weaponisation of thought and
speech in our public and private universes needs to be
acknowledged, toresolve it, OQur ahankaraorego bloats
because we are not in touch with our true side, which
can't be violent. In the mutual gquest for truth, neither
arbiters nor spectators, nor din, nor polemics, need to be
involved. Transcending our supremacy-seeking ego and
making ourselves one with creation would result in the
cessation of violence, at the physical and mental level.
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Unlocking The Masterclass On Spirituality

Jaya Row

But, it is the most misunderstood
concept. Spirituality hasnothing
to do with vour lifestvle, vocation or
location. It is an understanding of your
real personality.
Your body, mind, and intellect are
vour matter lavers. Itislike wearinga

S pirituality has become a buzzword.

vou deserve, not what vou desire.
Spirituality helps you gain merit. You
become more deserving when you tap
into your potential. As youmove to
higher realms, vour lower desires get
fulfilled antomatically Thus, being
spiritual helps you gain more of the
world. It takes you to the Transcendental
and gives you the world on a platter. p
Even atalented footballer 31

chegue and profit? Then vou will be
mediocre. The greatest achievers were
dedicated to a higher goal. Don
Bradman did not play cricket for money.
Ustad Bismillah Khan was passionate
aboutmusic. Einstein was totally
immersed in Physics. The highest
quality of action is performed togetto

4 the Transcendental. Eric Lidl,

nicknamed the Flying

no frustration and no bitterness.

Vedanta develops the intellect and
gives clarity of thought. You under-
stand your purpose in life and move
towards it with determination and
consistency. You grow intoa towering
personality.

Evervthing inthe world passes. The
body ages and dies. All the wealth you
accumulate so painstakinglyv cangoin

vest, shirt, and jacket. The real vou is needs tolearn the rules of » Scotsman, won many Olympic  aninstant. Relationships do not last.
Spirit, Atman. You are spiritual when the game to become an é:{ bs : hnf” Golds inathletics. His philo- Intellectual ideas change. These
- -3

vou identify with Spirit and not the
matter components. lgnorant of Spirit
vou identify with body, mind, intellect.
As you think so you become, Thus, you
reduce the mighty, all-pervading,
all-powerful Atman toa limited, finite,
dependent entity, Identify with Spirit
and vou become all-powerful.

The formula is human - desire = God.
We all have desires. But the more desires
you fulfil, the more you create. The truth
is, desire has no place in life. You get what

putstanding plaver. Simi- bg
larly, Vedanta teaches vou
the rules of the game. This
15 absolutely essential to
achieve success, be happyv
and realise your potential.
In modern life, we have become
selfish and self-centred. Life revolves
around my goals, my needs, my dreams.
Thought of self is the greatest obstacle
to suceess, happiness as well as growth.
What are you working for? Just pay

sophy was simple - God made
me torun and [ will run for
God! He established records
gy ~ +mnere thatwereditficult tobreak.
THE SPEAKING TREE He was unbeatable!

Vedanta helps achieve self-sufficiency,
which results in wonderful relation-
ships. You cease to live life like a creeper,
dependent and miserable. You livelike a
magnificent banvan tree, majestic and
independent. You love people
unconditionally, with no expectation,

changestraumatise yvou and leave you
heartbroken. Only the Spirit within is
permanent. Italways was, alwavs isand
always will be in the future.

As vou identify with Spirit and find
vour anchor in the permanent. the
fluctuations in the world donot affect
you. Youenjoy the changes as youare no
longer dependent on the world. You find
happiness within that cannot be taken
away by anything in the world. You be-
come powerful, happy, and independent,




US Stocks Trade for 390 Mins A Day.
Increasingly, Only 10 Mins Matter

@ About a third of all S&P 500 stock trades

are now executed in the final 10 minutes of
a trading session — up from 27% in 2021

@ The trend may be hurting liquidity

and distorting prices

® The phenomenon is driven by index funds,
which typically buy and sell shares at the close,
since the last prices of the day are used to set
the benchmarks they aim to replicate

Source; Bloomberg; *Figures include % of volume traded in closing auction

% of stock trades executed at close have been rising
March 2021 l
March 2022 l
March 2023 ¥
March 2024 |1
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® Assets in passive equity funds
have surged over the past decade

to more than $11.5tn in the US

alone, shifting ever-more trading

to the end of the session

Sensex jumps over 900 pts on
global cues, steady Q4 results

Bank Nifty Index Touches All-Time High | Eyes On US Fed Meet
BIGGEST 1-DAY GAIN IN 2 MONTHS

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Across the board
buying lifted sensex by 941 po-
ints on Monday to close at
74,671, with financials lea-
ding. Nonews of escalation of
geopolitical tensions in West
Asia, softening of govt bond
yvields in the US and some ste-
adyv corporate performance in
the domestic market over the
weekend added to the positive
sentiment on Dalal Street as
markets opened for trading.
After steady trades in the ear-
Iy hours, leading indices gai-
ned strengthand rallied to clo-
senear the day's highs.
Sensex touched an intra-
day high at 74,721 points and
closed near thatlevel, upl.3%
on the day On the NSE, Nifty
gained 223 points or1% toclo-
seat 22,643 points. Someshort
covering also helped the ga-

Sensex nears all-time
high of over 75,000 pts
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> India VIX — a gauge for
volatility — jumped 12%, not
deterring local investors from
taking the indices higher

> Monday's rally made investors
richer by nearly 73 lakh crore,
with BSE's market capitalisation
now at 7413.2 lakh crore

> While ICICI Bank contibuted
317 points to the day's rally, HDFC
Bank (126 pts) and SBi (83 pts)
were the next biggest gainers

ins during closing hours,
market players said. The sur-
oe on Monday was the biggest
since March1(1,245 points).
According to Vinod Nair
of Geojit Financial Services,
Indian markets rebounded,
aided by upbeat earnings by
US tech sector leaders and a
drop in US 10-yvear yields. Do-

mestically, the Bank Nifty in-
dex outperformed, driven by
strong performance of some
of the banks during the fourth
quarter that ended in March.
“An ease in tensions (in West
Asia), coupled with stable ear-
nings, is expected to maintain
positive market sentiment.”
On Monday, the Bank Nif-

ty scaled a new life-high at
49474 points. The day’s ses-
sion also saw India VIX — a
gange for volatility — jump by
12%, but that didn’t stop local
investors from taking the in-
dices higher, dealers said.
Monday's rally made in-
vestors richer by nearly Rs 3
lakh crore, with BSE'smarket
capitalisation now at Rs 413.2
lakh erore, official data sho-
wed. The day’s gains came
mainly on the back of buving
by speculators and non-insti-
tutional investors. According
to BSE data, domestic institu-
tions and foreign funds were
net buyers at Rs 692 crore and
Rs 169 crore respectively:
Going forward, the deci-
sion lateon Wednesday by the
US Fed's rate setting commit-
tee and the non-farm payroll
data for the US could dictate
markets’ trend, Nair said.

BSE’s stock crashes 13% after Sebi
seeks fee difference of around Tl165¢cr

Tinmes News NETWORK

Mumbai: Stock exchange
BSE's shares crashed over
13% on Monday after mar-
kets regulator Sebi sought
additional amount (estima-
ted at Rs 165 crore) for
wrongful benchmarking of
fees for options contracts
tradedonitsincefiscal 2007,

While the BSE paidregu-
latory fees based on ‘premi-
um value’ of options cont-
racts, Sebi hasdemanded fe-
es based on ‘notional value’.
The NSE has been payving
this fee based on notional
value, which is always hig-
her than premium value.

The difference between
premium and notional va-
lue arises in case of options
contracts and not in of cash
and futurestrading.

For instance, a sensex
options contract of 75,000

PREMIUM VS NOTIONAL VALUE

> Since FY0T7, the BSE has been
paying regulatory fee to Sebi

on ‘premium value®, Sebi has
sought the fee on ‘notional value'
» Notional value on options is
higher than premium value

» BSE's costs under this head
could rise for FY25 and FY26 too
> BSE's stock lost 19% intraday
on Monday on fears of higher

costs leading to lower profits

BSE stock over a year
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strike price is traded at Es
100. Here, Rs 75,000 is the no-
tional value while the pre-
mium value is Rs 100. Cur-
rently, Sebi charges Re 1 per
Rs 10-lakh turnover on all
purchase and sales transac-
tions in the securities other
than debt securities. For
debt securities, the charge
is Re 0.25 per Rs 10 lakh
worth of turnover, a report
by ICICI Securities said.

According to the I-Sec re-
port, the rise in cost due to
higher regulatory fee could
shave off about 20% from
BSE’s net profit for fiscal 2025
and fiscal 2026. This higher
cost could be managed by hi-
king trading costs by about
30%. “However, this sensiti-
vity is subjective to estimates
and has many levers of op-
tions volume growth, options
cost growth and also develop-

ment in premium to notional
turnover,” the report said.
MCX, which has also be-
en served a similar letter by
Sebi, saw its stock close over
2.4% down on Monday. Ac-
cording to estimates, the
BSE will have to pay regula-
tory fee worth about Rs 165
crore {(excluding GST) while
for MCX, the financial bur-
den will be limited to about
Rsl.8crore(excluding GST).
Sebi had sent letters to the
bourseson Friday demanding
higher regulatory fee for the
past 16 years after it was detec-
ted that there was a wrongful
benchmarking of the fee by
these exchanges. On Monday,
the BSE stock slid to an intra-
day low at Rs 2612 (down
18.6%). The BSE on Monday
said that it was “evaluating
the validity, or otherwise, of
the claim according to Sebi
communication,”

Wipro CEO
Pallia to get
$4.5-Tmn in

- annual salary

Shilpa.Phadnis@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Srini Pallia, Wi-
pro’s newly-appointed CEQ, is
set to receive annual compen-
sation ranging from $4.5 mil-
lion to $7 million,
asdisclosed inthe
shareholders’ no-
tice posted on the
BSE on Monday,

M&M becomes revenue
leader in SUV category

UltraTech’s Q4
net profit rises
35% to 32.3k cr

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: UltraTech Cement
posted a 35% increase in quar-
terly profit to Rs 2,259 crore on
the back of lower input costs
and higher volume growth. Re-
venue climbed 9% to Rs 20,419
crorein Q4 FY24.

India’s largest cement com-
pany's imported fuel consump-
tion cost was 13% lower than
the year-ago period, while it re-
cordedavolumegrowthof 11%.
Its capacity utilisation stood at
98%. UltraTech's net debt in-
creased by Rs 77 crore at the
end of March 31, after it had
spent over Bs 9,400 crore on ca-
pital expenditure.

It plans to augment its an-
nual cement capacity to 200
million fonne, including its
overseascapacity of 5.4million
tonne, from153 million tonne. It
has announced the acquisition
of a grinding unit in Parli from
India Cements.

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The surge in
SUVshasmade Mahindra &
Mahindraoneof thebiggest
gainers in Indian automoti-
ve industry The company,
which till a few vears back,
was struggling to get its act
together with previous-gen
Scorpio as only flagship,
has staged a turnaround
and emerged as the revenue
leader m SUV category, ahe-
ad of some of its formidable
rivals, such as, Tovota, Hy-
undai, Tata Motors, Kia and
Maruti Suzuki.

Mahindra has been on a
roll since the success of mo-
dels, such as, XUV700,
Thar, and Scorpio-N. The
company's revenues in the
SUV business in FY23-24
stood at Rs 72,109.5 crore
compared to second-biggest
plaver Hyundai's Rs 50,421

OFFROADING TO POLE POSITION

Mahindra

Source: JATO Dynamics

Revenue (Tk cr) through SUVs in FY24
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crore in the same period.
Maruti Suzuki, which has
also made a dent in the SUV
business, had revenue of Rs
47.706 crore in FY24, accor-
ding to JATO Dynamics,
Tata Motors’ revenue
from SUVs was Rs 45597
crore, Mahindra on Mon-
davdroveinentry SUV XUV
3X0. Rajesh Jejurikar, CEO

of Mahindra's automotive
and farm divisions, said the
company expects to take vo-
lume leadership in the cate-
gory with 3X0. Ravi Bhatia,
president of JATO Dyna-
mics in India, said Mahind-
ra has successfully aligned
its product portfolio and
branding strategies to capi-
talise on SUV trend.

Pallia, a 32-vear
veteran of the
company, assumed the role of

CEO and MD on April 7fora fi-

ve-year term. He succeeds
Thierry Delaporte, who de-
parted before his tenure was
scheduled to conclude in 2025.

Throughout his career at
Wipro, Pallia has held various
key positions, including as the
president of Wipro's consu-
mer business unit, global he-
ad of business applications
services, and most recently,
CEO of the strategic market
unit known as Americas 1.
Pallia will be based in the US
and reports to Wipro chair-
man Rishad Premji.

Pallia's compensation
package comprises a base sa-
lary ranging from $1.7 million
to $3 million, along with a tar-
get variable pay of 31.7million
to $3 million per vear. In cont-
rast, Delaporte —one of the
highest-paid CEOs in the In-
dianIT sector—sawaslight
decrease in his salary to $10
million in FY24 from $10.5
million in the vear before. Wi-
pro's board has approved a
cash compensation payment
of $4.3 million to Delaporte.

Manipal buys

87% in Kolkata

hospital chain
for 71,400cr

TinEs NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Manipal Hospi-
tals, the second-largest he-
althcare provider in India,
has entered into an agree-
ment to acquire an 87% stake
in Medica Synergie, a hospital
chain based in Kolkata. While
the financial details of the
transaction were not disclo-
sed, sources informed TOI
that the deal is estimated to be
worth Rs 1,400 crore.

Following the acquisition
of Medica, E'ulani]::al Hospitals
will serve 7 million patients
annually across 37 hospitals
in 19 cities. The addition of
Medica has increased the
number of hospital beds from
9,500 to over 10,500. Two recent
acquisitions — Medica Syner-
gie and AMRI — have positio-
ned Manipal Hospitals as the
largest hospital chain in eas-
tern India, focusing on tertia-
ry and quaternary healthcare.

In a recent development,
Manipal Hospitals acquired
an 84% stake in AMRI (Ad-
vanced Medical Research In-
stitute) Hospitals, also based
in Kolkata, for Rs 2,400 crore,
Dilip Jose, MD, and CEO of
Manipal Hospitals, said,
“With this acquisition, Mani-
pal Hospitals builds on its
strong presence in Eastern
India, enabling us to expand
our reach and meet the he-
althcare needs of this under-
served region.”

Two foreign banks optimistic on BJP show

Sitharaman Bats For Continuity, Wants Growth To Percolate To Grassroots

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Two multinational
banks, Nomura and HSBC,
have said that the upcoming
general elections in India
polls point to continuity at
the Centre, and have called
for tougher reforms, inclu-
ding those related to land and
labour, to spur growth.

The reports coincided
with finance minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman’s statement,
underscoring the need for a
stable govt to achieve the goal
of becoming a developed co-
untry by 2047, “We have toma-
ke efforts, so the GDP grows.
and the benefits reach to all.
GDP growth doesn’t happen
automatically.. efforts are re-
quired at micro and macro le-
vels and on the ground,” she
said at auniversity in Vizag.

In a research report, No-

mura analysts Sonal Varma
and Aurcdeep Nandisaid opi-
nion polls were pointing to-
wards continuity in the Lok
Sabha polls, which also sug-
gpsts poliey continuity, While
estimating average annual
GDP growth of 7% between
2024-28, Nomura said, govt
may consider the more politi-
cally contentious reforms
around land, labour, and capi-
tal, judicial reforms, as well
as simplifving direct and in-
direct tax administration, in-
cluding bringing electricity;
oil & gas, and alcohol under
the GST ambit.

HSBC economist Pranjul
Bhandari went a step further
to suggest that BJP's tally
may increase from 303 in 2019
to 323 seats thistime, with the
NDA coalition reaching 377.

We have to make

efforts, so the GDP
grows, and the benefits reach
to all. GDP growth doesn't
happen automatically...
efforts are reqmred 5
at micro and :
macro levels and
on the ground
Nirmala Sitharaman
| FINANCE MINISTER

Bhandari said that imple-
menting easyv-to-moderate re-
forms can deliver 6.5%
growth over the medium
term. “For growth over 7.5%,
moderate-to-hard reforms
will be necessary,” the HSBC
report said.

The report categorises in-
frastructure, facilitating bu-
sinessinelectronicsand EVs,
and privatisingsome PSUs as

easy reforms. Moderate re-

forms entail improving local
govt funding, simplifying tax
systems, and upgrading in-
frastructure financing mo-
dels. Difficult reforms invol-
ve subsidies, implementing
land and labour reforms, and
maodernising education and
healthcare systems.

M Narendra Modi has as-
ked civil servants to ready a
100-day plan that he intends to
announce if he secures a third
term in office. The pace of re-
forms — as well as decisions
related to privatisation and as-
set monetisation — have slo-
wed down for over a year as
govtgot into the election mode.

BJFP has gone to town on
the economic performance,
something Sitharaman also
underlined on Monday as she
sought to rebut her predeces-

sor P Chidambaram’s claims.
The Nomura report sug-
gested that India will remain
the fastest growing major eco-
nomy, expanding 6.6% this fi-
scal. In its monthly economic
review, think tank NCAER za-
id that India was on course to
grow ata paceof over 7%.
“These high frequency
indicators, coupled with a
more benign global outlook
projected by the IMF and
WTO, bode well for the Indi-
an economy during the cur-
rent vear... Projected accele-
ration in both global growth
and trade volumes as well as
forecast of an above normal
monsoon indicate that the
Indian economy can again
attain growth rates higher
than 7% during the current
fiscal,” said NCAER director
general Poonam Gupta,

® The extent to which
any closing distortions
should cause concern is
uncertain and the debate
is not clear cut

India emerges as world’s

services factory: Report

Share In Global Services Exports More Than
Doubles In Last 18 Yrs, Says Goldman Sachs

GROWING FOOTPRINT OF GCCs

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: India’s share in
global services exports has
more than doubled over the
last 18 yvears and rise of glo-
bal  capability  centres
(GCCs) has played a crucial
role in the expansion, a glo-
bal report said on Monday.

The proliferation of
GCCshasgiven a boosttore-
al estate, expanded services
exports, added to economic
growth, created jobs and led
to rapid increase in revenu-
es for these firms. GCCs are
specialised offshore entities
set up by companies opera-
ting across the world and
these centres support a raft
of business processes, in-
cluding IT, human resour-
ces, finance, analyvtics,
among others.

“Revenues of GCCsinIn-
dia have grownnearly4dxata
CAGRof 11.4% overlast13 ye-
ars to 546 billion as of FY23.
The number of GCCs has
more than doubled from 700
to 1,580 over the same time
period, with the sector ad-
ding around 1.3 million emp-
loyees (11.6% CAGR), taking
the total emplovee headco-
unt to 1.7 million in FY¥23,”
says the report by Goldman
Sachs titled “India’s rise as
the emerging services facto-
rv of the world.”

“Over the next few years,

@ While No.of GCCs ~ © ...Bengaluru sees highest GCC
has grown over concentration, followed by Delhi/NCR
two-fold in 13 years... @ 9% of total GCC units
No. of GCCs % of total GCC employees
700
1,000
G 1,550 Delhi/NCR
@ ...their revenue & 16 JIC
employees have risen  Ahmedabad .
nearly four-fold... 11 Kallcita -
w— Revenue ($bn) e . " .ata
No. of employees (mn) Mumbai : ]
JEI%’"E Hyderabad .
(12 ]yk
Bengaluru |
Chennai
0 10
Coimbatore 1-
“Fvio Fvis Py

Mote: Other Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities with GCC units include Chandigarh, Kochi,
Thiruvananthapuram, Vadodara, Jaipur, Goa, Mysuru, Indore, Nagpur, BEhubaneswar,
Visakhapatnam and Madural Source: Nasscom & Goldman Sachs

we expect strong growth in
high-value services to conti-
nue. We expect the growth in
high-value services to do-
mestically drive top-end dis-
cretionary consumptionand
commercial and residential
real estate demand,” accor-
dingto the report.

It said India’s services ex-
ports grew to nearly $340 bil-
lion in 2023 ata CAGR of aro-
und11% from 2005{nearly do-
uble global growth) outpa-
cing goods export growth.

Ola to lay oft 10%
employees, CEO
quits in 3 months

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Ola Cabs is lay-
ing off 10% or close to 200
employees as part of its
restructuring exercise ahe-
ad of a planned initial pub-
lic offering,
with its CEO
Hemant Bak-
shi also quit-
ting within
three months
of joining the company.

The company is loo-
king tofile its draft [PO pa-
pers with Sebi in three
months, and get listed on
the bourses later this year.

The decision to prune
its workforce comes weeks
after Ola shut down opera-
tions in some countriesina
bid to tone its functions. In
a letter to emplovees which
was reviewed by TOI, foun-
der Bhavish Aggarwal said
the restructuring exercise
isaimed at “improving pro-
fitability” and preparing
the company for the “next
phaseof growth".

The latest move will im-
pact the support teams and
comes amid an increased
focus on deployvment of Al
in the company’s opera-

tions. Aggarwal said the
company has made sub-
stantial investments in
areasof Alandtechnology,
leading to significant cost
advantages. *“..we will
continue to focus on these
areas to ensure that we bu-
ild cutting edge products
and services acrossour bu-
siness verticals. These
changes will result in cer-
tain roles within the com-
pany becoming redun-
dant,” hesaid.

AHEAD OF

PLANNED IPO

The company claims to
have already posted an
operating profit of Rs 250
crore on a standalone ba-
sis in F'Y23, against a loss
of Rs 66 crore in the pre-
vious vear. “Profitability
is a lucrative proposition
for the public markets and
the firm wants to further
build on it,” a source awa-
re of the company’s thin-
king said. Subsidiary Ola
Electric has already filed
draft IPO papers with Sebi
and aims to raise Rs 5,500
crore through issuance of :
new shares. :

“As a result, India’s share in
olobal services exports rose
from under 2% in 2005 to
4.6% in 2023, while India’s
share in goods exports only
increased from 1% in 2005 to
1.8% in 2023, said the report.

It said within services,
computer services remain
the dominant sub-sector, ac-
counting for nearly half of
India's services exports in
2023. However, professional
consulting exports have be-
en the fastest growing sector.

StanChart
consumer
banking head
to join Jio Fin

Mumbai; The head of consu-
mer banking (India) at Stan-
dard Chartered Bank, Kusal
Row, has tendered his resigna-
tion and is expected to join Jio
Financial Services. The deve-
lopment comes amid Jio Finan-
cial Services' recent announce-
ment of forthcoming consu-
mer-focused initiatives to be
launched soon.

Roy, who assumed his role
at StanChart Bank in 2020 af-
ter leading Tata Capital, has
been a career banker. He was
earlier with ICICI Bank and
Citibank. StanChart confr-
med Roy's exit in response to
an emailed query. The anno-
uncement of Roy's departure
coincides with the unveiling
of a slew of initiatives by Jio
Financial Services, as revea-
led by its MD & CEO Hitesh
Sethia, following the compa-
ny's recent financial results
published on April 19.

“Jio Finance, our NBFC, is
well positioned to capture the
lending market opportunity
by adopting a digital-first bu-
siness model to cater to consu-
mers and businesses,” Sethia
said. JFS has announced its
foray into mutual funds and
wealth management in part-
nership with Blackrock.

Levy interest from date of
disbursement: RBI to banks

FFromP1

Bl on Monday warned
I{Iendera tonot levy inter-
est from the date of loan
ganction, instead of actual
disbursement. In a home loan
or other loans, there isoften a
lag between sanction and dis-
bursement and charging it
from the date of sanction im-
poses additional interest cost
on the borrower,

Charging interest from the
date of loan sanction or loan
agreement execution rather
than from the date of actual
disbursement is a vielation of
fair lending practices norms.
Customers end up paving in-
terest on money they haven't
received, which inflates the
cost of borrowing. Second, in
the case of loans disbursed by
cheque, charging interest
from the date of the cheque
rather than when it's cashed
or deposited can lead to custo-

mers being charged for funds
they haven't accessed. These
practices result in customers
paving more than they should
for borrowing monev and ero-
ding trust in the lending insti-
tution. Similarly, RBI said it
had come across instances
where banks or NBFCs were
levving interest for the entire
monthevenif theloanwasdis-
bursed or repaid within the
month. Again, customers end
up paying more interest than
they should, as they are being
charged for days when the lo-
an has already been repaid.

Besides, they were collec-
ting advance instalments whi-
lestill charging intereston the
full loan amount.

Recovering interest onfull
loan amounts, even in cases
where the instalment was pa-
id in advance, results in over-
charging, as customers are
paying interest on loan amo-
unts they have not received or

utilized. Forexample, if acus-
tomer takes out a loan of
Rs10,000 and the repayment
schedule requires monthly
instalments over a period of
12 months, the lender collects
two instalments in advance,
totalling Rs2,000, at the time
of loan disbursement. Despi-
te only receiving Rs 8,000, the
lender calculates interest
charges based on the full Rs
10,000 loan amount.

According to RBL, the 2003
guidelines on the Fair Practi-
ces Code advocate fairness
and transparency in charging
interest rates. However, these
do not prescribe any standard
practice with the objective of
providing adequate freedom
to lenders regarding their lo-
an pricing policy,

In its letter, RBI said that
non-standard practices of
charging interest “are not in
consonance with the spirit of
fairness and transparency”.
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Real’s ‘Bestia Negre’ Bayern Are Also Their Lucky Charm. They Have Knocked Out
The German Giants In The Three Most Recent Tangles, Going On To Lift The Trophy

RUNN

IN THE

Munich: Real Madrid have their sights set on
a Liga and Champions League double, but to
lift the latter they must find a way past Bayern
Munich, their “bestia negra” - “black beast”.

Carlo Ancelotti’s side travel to Bavaria for
the semifinal first leg clash on Tuesday, in a
fixture dubbed the ‘European Clasico’, the
most repeated 1n the competition's history.

Despite Madrid's forbidding nickname for
Bayern, they have shaded the Bundesliga side
across their 26 encounters, with 12 wins to
Bavern's 11. In the last decade Madrid clearly
have the edge on the German giants. The re-
cord 14-time winners knocked out Bayern in
each of their three most recent tangles, in the
semi-finals in 2014 and 2018, and the quarter-
finals in 2017.

Real went on to win the Champions League
every time. Ancelotti was on the receiving
end in 2017, when Cristiano Ronaldo’s hat-
trick knocked his Bayern side out in extra-
time at the Santiago Bernabeu. A few months
later Bayern sacked the [talian, with Madrid's
return to the Allianz Arena a chance for the
competition’s most decorated coach to prove
a point to his former employers.

With Bayern losing their grip on the Bun-
desliga title to upstarts Bayer Leverkusen this
season, the relative guality of Ancelotti's all-
too-brief era is missed. Back then, Leverkus-
en coach Xabi Alonso was a key part of Bay-
ern’s spine - how times change.

Ancelotti argued the refereeing was bad on
that night, with Bayern midfielder Arturo
Vidal harshly dismissed, and one of Ronaldo’s
zoals offside, It was another example of Madrid
somehow finding a way to win in Europe from
trickv situations. Bayern, six-time Champions
League winners, have only lifted the trophy
once since their 2013 triumph over Borussia
Dortmund at Wembley; By contrast, Los Blancos
have won it five times in that period.

Barcelona coach Xavi Hernandez said last
weelk Madrid's success breeds more success,
after they showed steel to overcome champi-
ons Manchester City on penalties in the
gquarter-finals. “When you have won so much,
vou play with more calm. less desperation,
more confidence,” said the Barcelona coach.

Those gualities are what Ancelotti will
encourage his team to show in Munich on
Tuesday. No team from outside of Spain has
beaten Madrid on more occasions than Bay-
ern’s 11 wins.

“Thev've had a tough season but right now
they are probably in their best moment and
they have Harry Kane, who scores a lot,” said
Ancelotti. “We have to battle, but we're delight-
ed to play it, and with a lot of confidence.” arp

PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Bayern - Real
11 Wins 12
3 Draw 3
39 |coals| 41

FORM GUIDE

BAYERN MUNICH
(All comps, most recent first):

w Tw [ w [ w [N

REAL MADRID

wlw EN w I w

Real Madrid have
3 6wnn 36 of their 47
games in all

competitions in 2023/24,
suffering only two defeats -
both against Atletico.

Bayern are
through to their
21st European

Cup/Champions League
semi-final with this the 13th
of those in the Champions
League era.

Real have made the
last-four stage a
record 33rd time

with their 17th CL semifinal
appearance also unrivalled.

You need luck, momentum,
“ freedom, the whole package
to overcome Real Madrid in the
semis. If it only came down to
experience, then | wouldn't have a
chance"—Thomas Tuchel, Bayern coach

WE SHOWED THE ATTITUDE

AND COMMITMENT
DEMANDED BY THIS JERSEY (IN THE
QUARTERS AGAINST CITY). THIS IS
A VERY SPECIAL COMPETITION FOR

US."—carlo Ancelotti, reaL coacH

ING

LET'S FACEIT:

£
Kane will

If Harry Kane is to win the Cham-
pions League with Bayvern Munich
and claim a first career trophy, he
will have to get past Real Madrid and
England teammate Jude Bellingham.

A decade apart in age, the duo
have walked hugely different paths
sofar in their careers. Kane has been
the only light to consistently shine
in a faltering Bayern side this season.
Less than a year after leaving Ger-
many, Bellingham has established
himself alongside Kane and a hand-
ful of others as a member of the foot-
halling elite. And while they will seek
to join forces in the summer, they will
battle it out on Tuesday to get to
Wembley - England’s national stadi-
um and the location of this season’s
Champions League final.

Bellingham has carried an injury-
hit Madrid through difficult parts of
the season and kept them on course
for the league title with crucial goals,
including late winners in both Cla-
sico fixtures in La Liga.

Kane said he hoped Bellingham

T EUROPEAN

S CLASICO

S5 SEMIFINALS
CHAMPIONS 1ST LEG

‘f“f

‘v

Pini oLl Irmages

English

R 'stars have
)

% BEL
Wembley
| final

He's a great player, as I've
said before. Of course, he's
had an amazing season himself. But
from my point of view, | hope he's
quiet in the next two games.”
—Harry Kane, BAYERN STRIKER

had a night off on Tuesday. “From
my point of view, I hope he's quiet in
the next two games,” he said.

Kane and Bellingham were “keep-
ing it professional” and had not spo-
ken before Tuesdav's match, but
would “catch up before the game and
after the game”.

Kane and Bellingham have never
faced each other before, but have
played alongside one another 22
times, losing just four matches.

Kane said he would *hopefully
(score)a few” goals against Madrid.
“T'm looking forward to the atmos-
phere - the atmosphere against Ar-
senal (in the guarterfinal) was in-
credible. I'm expecting it'll go an-
other level up and I'm gquite excited,”
he said. are

Monaco loss means PSG can
take champagne out of ice

Paris: Paris Saint-Germain
produced one of the most
dominant seasons in the his-
torv of the French league de-
spite clinching a record-ex-
tending 12th league title in an
anticlimactic fashion.

Second-placed Monaco's 3-2
loss at Lvon on Sunday gave
PSG an unassailable 12-point
lead with just three rounds
left. PSG had wasted the
chance to celebrate with its
supporters at home by draw-
ing 3-3 with struggling Le
Havre on Saturdawv.

For the first time in years,
PSG this season looked like a
genuine team on the field in-
stead of relving on flashes of
brilliance from its superstars.

But splashing the cash
again plaved a big role in
PSG's success, The Parisian
club’s budget this season is as
large as the budgets of Mar-
seille, Lyon and Monaco com-
bined. The dominant season
bears the fingerprints of PSG
strategic adviser Luis Cam-
pos, the mastermind who pre-
viously helped Monaco and

Lille build winning squads as
their sporting director. In-
stead of signing superstars,
PSG focused on adding more
depth to the squad.

Luis Enrigue has turned
PSG into a team harder to
beat, conceding 0.93 goals per
game compared to 1.05 last
season. PSG has scored slight-
Iy more goals per game than
last season despite the depar-
tures of Neymar and Messi.

On paper, there was more
pressure on Kvlian Mbappe to
score goals. But a different ap-
proach helped PSG spread the
goals and assists around. asp

ReUtors

HAND IT TO THEM!
Kylian Mbappe (L)
has a good support
cast this season

THIAGO SILVATO

LEAVE CHELSEA

London: Brazilian defender

Thiago Silva will leave Chelsea at

the end of the season after a
“dream” four-year spell at
Stamford Bridge. Silva announced
his farewell on Monday in an
emotional video message on
Chelsea's website.

The 39-year-old centre-back
arrived on a free transfer in
August 2020 after leaving Paris
Saint-Germain. “My sons play for
Chelsea. | hope they can continue
their careers here,” he said.

Mumbai

Rohan.Alvares@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Jorge Pereyra DDiaz
wanted to lap up every second
of it. The Argentinian striker
had just given Mumbai the
lead in the second leg of their
Indian Super League semifi-
nal against FC Goa, putting
the Islanders 4-2 ahead on ag-
gregate, and he was in the
maood to celebrate.

Joining him were thou-
sands of Mumbai City fans
who made sure their delight
was heard around the 7000-ca-
pacity Mumbai Football Are-
na. They had to wait until the
69th minute for that joyvous
moment, and it was to get even
better seven minutes from the
end of regulation time.

This time it was Lallian-
zuala Chhangte who timed his
run perfectly from inside his
half to latch on to a sublime
assist from Vikram Partap
Singh, deftly take it past Goa
goalkeeper Dheeraj Singh,
and tap the ball into the net to
make it 2-0. For the second
time in five days, Goa were left
cresttallen.

They had been looking

set up Bagan final

Action from the ISL

semifinal Ind-‘g

good to arrive here with a 2-0
lead from their first leg at Fa-
torda last Wednesday. In a mat-
ter of six crazy minutes in the
closing stages of the game, the
Gaurs watched in agony as
Chhangte and Vikram turned
that lead Into a 3-2 win in fa-
vour of the Islanders.
Despite that slap in the
face, Manolo Marquez’s side
would have come to Mumbai
encouraged by their form on
the road, having scored in

their last nine away games,
It's another matter that they
were up against the league’s
meanest defence, and the lat-
ter eventually won.

Mumbai's 2-0 victory on
Monday and a 5-2 win on ag-
gregate has earned them the
right to take on Mohun
Bagan Super Giant in Satur-
day’s final. Petr Kratky’s side
will look at it as a chance to
avenge their narrow defeat
to the Kolkata giants a fort-
night ago on the last day of
the league stage which saw
Bagan thwart Mumbai's
hopes of becoming the first
team to defend the League
Winners Shield.

For now though, the Island-
ers will cherish a win they had
to work extremely hard for,
against an opponent who has
challenged them each time
they have met this season.

They may have endured a
nightmare finish to the first
leg of this semifinal but Goa
managed to make a positive
start here, looking clearly to
their American winger Noah
Sadaoui to launch attacks
down the left channel.

Norway Oly champion’s father India blank England on way to last eight

Manne.Ratnakar
@timesgroup.com

Getty Images

charged with domestic violence

GJERT INGEBRIGTSEN, PATRIARCH OF
A FAMOUS FAMILY OF RUNNERS, HAS

BEEN CHARGED BY THE POLICE

Oslo: Norwegian police said
Monday that Gjert Ingebrigt-
sen, father and former coach
of 1,500m Olympic champion
Jakob Ingebrigtsen, had been
charged with domestic vio-
lence against a family mem-
ber. Jakob Ingebrigtsen and
two of his brothers, Henrik
and Filip, who are also ath-
letes, shocked Norway last
October when they accused
their father of being violent.

“We grew up with a very
aggressive and authoritarian
father, who used physical
violence and threats as part
of his upbringing,” the
brothers wrote in an op-ed
for newspaper VG,

“We still feel a sense of
discomfort and fear that we
have felt since childhood,”
thev added. Police opened a
probe into the abuse claims
and on Monday said prosecu-
tors had decided to charge
Gjert Ingebrigtsen, 58, with
domestic violence against one
of his children.

According to a source close
to the case, the acts in ques-
tion do not concern the trioof
known athletes but another,
yvounger child.

Over a period of four vears,
from 2018 to 2022, Gjert Inge-
brigtsen allegedly manhan-
dled, insulted, threatened and
hit the child in the face with
his hand or with a towel.

Responding to questions,

ap

WE STILL FEEL A SENSE OF DISCOMFORT AND
FEAR THAT WE HAVE FELT SINCE CHILDHOOD
—Brothers (from left) Filip, Jakob and Henrik ingebrigtsen wrote in

AN OP-ELD FOR A NEWSPAPER

Therese Braut Vage, who led
the investigation, would not
confirm this account.

Police said they had closed
investigations into other
events concerning the six
other children in the home
either due to a lack of evi-
dence or, in one case, because
the statute of limitations hav-
ing expired.

Gjert, who coached Jakob
until after the 2021 Olympics
in Tokvo — where Jakob won
the gold — has always denied
the accusations against him.

“As far as the dismissed
cases, we agree that there is
no evidence to prove that In-
gebrigtsen committed any
wrongdoing,” his lawyer John
Christian Elden said on Mon-
day. “For the rest, Ingebrigts-

en disputes the description of
the tacts on which the indict-
ment is based -- and he there-
fore does not admit his guilt,”
he continued in an email.

Jakob Ingebrigtsen is the
most successful of the three
brothers, twice winning gold
in the world championships
H000m in 2022 and 2023, as well
as the Olympic 1500m gold.

The 23-vear-old is also pre-
paring for the Olympic Games
in Paris this summer.

Henrik, 33, and Filip, 31,
were European champions in
the 1500m in 2012 and 2016 re-
spectively After breaking with
his sons, Gjert Ingebrigtsen
shocked Norwegian athletics
by becoming the trainer of
another runner, Narve Gilje
Mordas. ap

Rory, Shane rally to win playoff

New Orleans: Rory Mcllrov and Shane Low-
ry received a standing ovation at historie,
crenle French Quarter restaurant Arnaud's
on the eve of their final round at the Zurich
Classic of New Orleans team event. Theyv also
had the largest, loudest galleries at the TPC
Louisiana, where the charismatic, 34-vear-old
Mellroy, had not previously played.

“He's getting old, but he still moves the nee-
dle a little bit,” Lowry joked as MclIlroy chuck- %
led. “Rorv brings a crowd and people love him
and we've gotten a lot of love in New Orleans.
We've had just the best week.”

Mecllroy and Lowry won Sunday, beating
Chad Ramey and Martin Trainer with a nervy
par on the first hole of a playoff. Trainer
pushed a 6-foot par putt to the right of the cup
to end it, with Lowry lifting a laughing Mcll-
roy off the ground with a bear hug on the
green. “To win any PGA Tour event is very
cool, but to do it with one of your closest

\

USA TODMY Sparts

Rory Mcllroy (R) and Shane Lowry celebrate

their Zurich Classic success

friends

we've known each other for a long,
long time, probably like over 20 yvears,” Mcll-
roy said. “To think about where we met and
where we've come from, to be on this stage
and do this together — really, really cool jour-
ney that we've been a part of.” ae

efending champions
India reached the
guarterfinals of the
Thomas Cup with a
50 victory against England,
their second in Group C, in
Chengdu, China on Mondaw.
From Group C, Indonesia also
reached the last eight after
beating Thailand on Monday
and England on Saturday. The
winners of the tie between
India and Indonesia on
Wednesday will decide the
group toppers,
India's victory was on ex-
pected lines as none of the

HS Prannoy
gave India a
winning start
by defeating
Harry Huang
in straight
games

English players, except the
doubles outfit of Ben Lane and
Sean Vendy, are in the top-100.

World No. 9 HS Prannoy

gave India a winning start by

defeating world No. 106 Harry

Huang 21-15, 21-15. “The idea

today was to be clinical. We

saw against Thailand that one
result here and that can affect
us. I am happy to give a win-
ning start as it also helps my
confidence,” Prannoy said.
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty struggled
past Ben Lane and Sean Vendy
21-17, 19-21, 21-15. “It's always
difficult to play a left-right com-
bination as we hardly practice
against such combinations in
India, But we hung in there and
this win will help us in the
tournament,” Satwik said.
World No. 25 Kidambi Sri-
kanth downed world No. 198
Nadeem Dalvi 21-16, 21-11 In

31 minutes. “I feel 1 have
played easy opponents so far.
But from now, we will face bet-
ter opponents and [ have to be
at my best,” Srikanth said.

MR Arjun and Dhruv Ka-
pila eased past Rory Easton
and Alex Green 21-17, 21-19 to
make i1t 4-0 before Kiran
(George ensured a clean sweep
for India with a 21-18, 21-12 vic-
tory against Cholan Kavan.
RESULT (Thomas Cup, Group C):
India bt England 5-0 (Prannoy bt
Huang 21-15, 21-15; Satwik-
Chirag bt Ben-Sean 21-17, 19-21,
21-15; Srikanth bt Dalvi 21-16,
21-11; Arjun-Dhruv bt Easton-
Green 21-17, 21-19; George bt
Kayan 21-18, 21-12).

Shooters offer hope amidst
gloomy Oly medal projection

Sabi.Hussain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Indian shooters
have a chance to sing their
redemption song at the Paris
Olympics, And, if India want
to surpass its best-ever tally
of seven medals, won at the
Tokyvo Games, the country's
shooters will have to come up
with something special in
Paris after securing an un-
precedented 21 quota places
across rifle, pistol and shotgun
disciplines with one more ex-
pected in men's trap through
the ranking criteria.

India will be sending its
largest-ever shooting contingent
to Paris (15 had participated in
Tokvo)and the sheer number of
shooters who have qualified for
the Games has offered hope of
a strong medal show at the Cha-
teauroux ranges.

After returning empty-
handed from the previous two
editions of the Games —in To-
kvo they had 19 shots with 15
quotas — this time, the squad
boasts of a unigque mix of vouth
and experience with the likes
of Akhil Sheoran, Elavenil Val-
arivan, Anjum Moudgil, Ma-
heshwari Chauhan, Swapnil
Kusale, Manu Bhaker, Divy-
ansh Panwar, Anish Bhanwala,
Vijayveer Sidhu, Mehuli Ghosh
and Esha Singh, among others,
who have been international
shooters for vears.

The squad is one of the
voungest with the median age
of shooters being in early 20s
and just four Olyvmpians mak-
ing the cut. The remarkable

In-form shooters like Sift Kaur
Samra could fetch Oly medals

high experienced by the Indian
shooters at the Hangzhou Asiad
provides another reason to feel
confident about their chances
in Paris. India secured its high-
est-ever medals tally in shooting

22 — at the Asiad with seven
ogold as compared to nine gold
won across all editions till 2018.

India's sports administra-
tors have been struggling to
identify genuine medal pros-
pects for Paris and their worry
stems from problems plaguing
some other disciplines. After
the high of Tokyo where they
missed the bronze in a heart-
breaking play-off loss to Great
Britain, Indian women's hockey
team failed to qualify for Paris
this time, leaving all hopes rest-
ing on the men's squad.

The upheaval in the wres-
tling federation (WFI) has en-
sured that the country’s prepa-
rations remain far from ideal
with the medal hopes resting
solely on the shoulders of young
Antim Panghal. None of the

men’s freestyle and Greco-ro-
man wrestlers have so far been
able to book the Paris ticket.

In weightlifting, India will
have sole representation in Mi-
rabai Chanu. Mirabai has been
struggling for form after re-
tarning from a thigh injury and
her chances of finishing on the
podium in Paris look doubtful.

In boxing, none of the
men's pugilists has sofar made
the cut for Paris with just one
more gualification tourna-
ment remaining and it will
largely depend on Nikhat Za-
reen and Lovlina Borgohain to
finish among the medallists.

In badminton, the pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty will be among
the front-runners for an Olym-
pic medal, with some hope from
singles players HS Prannoy and
an out-of-form PV Sindhu.

It’s only in athletics where
reigning Olympic and world
champion Neeraj Chopra
looks a medal certainty,

Amidst all this, shooters of-
fer a realistic hope of landing
at least 3-4 medals. The Na-
tional Rifle Association of In-
dia’s selection policy has been
designed in such a way that
in-form shooters like Sift Kaur
Samra are given weightage for
selection. Going by interna-
tional scores and rankings, the
squad represents a bouquet of
world-class shooters. On the
technical front, foreign coach-
es like Thomas Farnik (rifle)
have helped the shooters sort
out technical deficiencies,
leading to improved results.

SEVEN INDIAN
SHUTTLERS IN

booked their slots for
Paris QOlympics on expected
lines. India earned their full
quota of two in men's singles

mixed doubles, reports M
Ratnakar. HS Prannoy and

singles, PV Sindhu will be

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and

PARIS OLYMPICS

here was no last-minute
surprise as the shuttlers

while no team made the cut in

Lakshya Sen qualified in men's

featuring in her third Olympics,

Chirag Shetty in men's doubles
and Ashwini Ponnappa and
Tanisha Crasto will compete in
women's doubles.

The biggest losers were
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand. Despite a better
win-loss record against
Ashwini-Tanisha, the duo lost
out on ranking points as they
missed tournaments due to
injuries. The Olympic
qualification window was from
May 1, 2023 to Apr 28, 2024.
Prannoy (No. 9) and Lakshya
(No. 13) completed the quota
in singles. In women's singles,
Sindhu is No. 12.

BACK IN CORE
GROUP OF TOPS

archer Deepika Kumari, who
won a silver at the just-
concluded World Cup in
Shanghai, has been re-

. inducted into
| the Target
Olympic
Podium
- Scheme

% (TOPS)
core group

L b

ARCHER DEEPIKA

New Delhi: Former world No. 1

ahead of the Paris Games, the
sports ministry announced on
Monday. Deepika, who missed
the entire season last year
after becoming a mother in
December 2022, recently
made a comeback. So far,
only Dhiraj Bommadevara has
qualified for the Games in the
men's individual event. Only
one qualifying tournament i1s
left to be held and it will take
place in Antalya on June 15
and 16. Another archer,
Mrinal Chauhan, has been
added to the TOPS
development group.

SENTHILKUMAR
WINS BATCH
OPEN SQUASH

Paris: India’s Velavan
Senthilkumar secured his
eighth Professional Squash
Association Tour title by
winning the Batch Open
Challenger event here.

beat Frenchman Melvil
Scianimanico 11-6, 11-9, 11-6

World No. 58 Senthilkumar

in the final
on
Sunday.
“Melvil
played
really

well and
there was a

lot of crowd support for him
as well. | had to be sharp from
the start till the end, and I'm
glad | could do that,” said top
seed Senthilkumar who hails
from Chennai. pri




FACE-OFF
LSG
MI

- 'I'_:.’;IME

STAR SPORTS / NOCINEMA

Vs

1/

,51?

a8
!,r"'d‘il'll'l
( g
N > ,/"

-~

1“."‘*-..____,_.--""'!’

i)

LAST FIVE MATCHES

s BO000
00000

VENUE: LUCKNOW

Varun Chakravarthy's wickets tally at an average -
of 15.41 and an economy rate of 7.27 in 9 matches vs
Delhi Capitals, his best against any opponent in the IPL.

0DDS

Chakravarthy's career-best figures of 5/20 also came against DC in

Abu Dhabi on Octo 24, 2020. He took 3,/16 against DC on Monday.

MEL -'ﬂ'm el PRATAINEL

Archiman.Bhaduri@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: In a script totally differ-
ent from recent IPL. matches at this
venue, where 200-plus scores were
made in each of the last six innings,
Delhi Capitals struggled to get go-
ing, managing just 153/9 after de-
ciding to bat first against Kolkata
at the Eden Gardens on Mondayv.
The hosts recorded a seven-
wicket victory, geting to 157 and
losing just three wickets in 16.3
overs to stay firmly on the playoff
path. It seemed the two teams bat-
ted on different tracks as KKR
opener Phil Salt provided another
oreat start. DC failed to seize the
initiative as Lizaad Williams
dropped Salt on his individual score
of 15 in the second over after going

Chakravarthy. Arora Contain Delhi Batters
Before Salt Leads The Charge In 7-Wkt Romp

KKR make short work of DC

’ TA

for 23 in the first over. Salt went on
to make merry, getting his 50 in 26
balls before being bowled by Axar
Patel for 68 off 33 after hitting seven
fours and five sixes.

KKR's two lyer's — skipper
Shreyas and Venkatesh — got the
side home playing an unbroken a57-
run fourth-wicket stand in 43 balls.

Earlier, Mitchell Starc, making
a comeback from injury, provided
the momentum by picking up the
important wicket of Jake Fraser-
MeGurk in his second over. The in-
form DC opener hit Stare for a six
and four, but the Australian great
had the last laugh as he came round
the wicket to have the voungster
caught at deep square leg by Ven-
katesh Iver off his next ball.

Vaibhav Arora, coming in place

“t" ;

IPL 2

L ‘

Sunil Narine's tally for
6 KKR at an average of

19,94, including one
five-wicket haul and three four-
wicket hauls in 58 matches at
Eden Gardens, Kolkata is an IPL
record for a bowler at a single
venue, Narine has broken the
record of Lasith malinga, who
took 68 wickets (ave 17.33) in 43
matches for Mumbai Indians at
the Wankhede Stadium.

of Angkrish Raghuvanshi, struck
twice on the other end, getting Prith-
vi Shaw caught by Salt down the
legside in the second over and then
getting Shai Hope bowled in his next.

Much depended on skipper
Rishabh Pant to get DC out of the

SPORT

SPINNING A WEE:
Varun Chakravarthy
bowls at the Eden
Gardens on Monday

HI'ISTH'I-B Ry

woods, but the wicketkeeper-batter
never looked threatening. He was
lucky to survive on 18, skying one
while trying to go for a lofted sweep
off Varun Chakravarthy’s first ball.
but Rana dropped an easy chance
at short fine leg.

However, the wicketkeeper-bat-
ter was not able to capitalise and
departed for 27 off 20 balls in
Chakravarthy's next over. It was
Chakravarthy who did maximum
damage in the middle overs, keep-
ing things tight and also having
dangerman Tristan Stubbs caught
behind off the first delivery of his
third over to reduce DC to 99 for six.

Chakravarthy also had Kumar
Kushagra, who came in as an im-
pact player replacing Shaw, caught
behind before he could get going.
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SCOREBOARD

DC: P Shaw c Salt b Arora 13, )
Fraser-McGurk ¢ lyer b Starc
12, A Porel b Rana 18, S Hope b
Arora g, RPantclyerb
Chakravarthy 27, Axar b Narine
15, T Stubbs c Salt b
Chakravarthy 4, K Kushagra c
Salt b Varun 1, K Yadav not out
35, RSalamc Iver b Rana 8, L
Williams not out 1; Extras (Ib3,
nbl, w9): 13; Total (20 ov; RR:
7.65): 153/9; FoW: 1-17, 2-30,
3-37, 4-68, 5-93, 6-99, 7-101,
8-111, 9-140; Bowling: Starc 3-0
43-1, Arora 4-0-29-2, Rana 4-0-
28-2, Narine 4-0-24-1,
Chakravarthy 4-0-16-3, Russell
1-0-10-0

KKR: P Salt b Axar 68, S Narine
¢ Fraser-McGurk b Axar 15, R
Singh c Kuldeep b Williams 11,
S lyer not out 33, V lyer not out
26; Extras (Ib2, nb1, wil): &;
Total (16.3 ov; RR: 9.51): 157/3;
FoW: 1-79, 2-96, 3-100; Bowling:
Williams 3-0-38-1, Khaleel 3-0-
28-0, Rasikh 2.3-0-30-0, Axar
4-0-25-2, Kuldeep 4-0-34-0

Result: KKR won by 7 wickets
(with 21 balls remaining)

r

runs scored by
60 Phil Salt off 28
balls in the first

six overs, the most by a
Knight Riders batter in the
Powerplay in IPL history,

VIRAT WAS GIVING ME TIPS
ON PLAYING SPIN. HE SAID
HE WAS READING RASHID
WELL AND COULD TAKE HIM
DOWN, WHICH HELPED ME. HE'S >
GOT SO MUCH EXPERIENCE,
HE'S AMAZING TO BAT WITH. |

LEARNT SO MUCH OUT THERE."

v

WLHMETY ..1'#.4" *
w QATAR f

AMWAYS

— Will Jacks | RCB Batter

LSG get Mayank boost

ahead of Mumbai clash

Fazal Khan | Tvw

Lucknow: Inashot in the arm for
Lucknow Super Giants, young pace
sensation Mayvank Yadav, who got
injured earlier in the season, is all
set to play against Mumbai Indians
here on Tuesday.

“He has passed all the fitness
tests and is in the probable XI1I for
the match. He is looking good and is
ready to bowl again,” bowling coach
Morne Morkel said on match eve.

MI hold the penultimate spot
among the 10 teams playing the
IPL.. According to head-to-head
stats, LSG have dominated MI.
Though LSG may seem to have the
upper hand, MI, however, are des-
perate as they need to win all their
remaining five matches to keep
their playoff hopes alive.

On the other hand, Lucknow
will also be eager to add two cru-
cial points to their tally of 10 to
keep their chances strong.

LSG won back-to-back matches
against Chennai Super Kings, both
at home and away, but then lost
their next match at home to table-
topper Rajasthan Rovals last Satur-
day LSG put up a fighting total of
186 but RR chased it down easily,
thanks to the batting efforts of skip-
per Sanju Samson and Dhruv Jurel.

LSG’'s skipper KL Rahul has
been in form, smashing three half-
centuries this season, and he will
look to be aggressive against M1 to
lay the foundation for a good total.
Another top-order batter, the off-
colour Quinton de Kock, will be
eager to find form against MI.

Allrounder Marcus Stoinis
plaved brilliant innings against
CSK but went back to the pavilion
for a duck against RR. But then he
was impressive with his bowling
and claimed a crucial wicket in one

Sunll Kumar

KL Rahul is the only
2 Lucknow batter to score
two hundreds {(an identical
103*) vs Mumbai — at the
Brabourne stadium on April 16
2022 and at the Wankhede on
April 24 (both in 2022).

1 Naveen-ul-
[ 8 Hag's figures
inthe

*eliminator’ in Chennai on May
24,2023 are the best by a
Lucknow bowler vs Mumbai.

—Stats: Rajesh Kumar

over against RR. His contribution
could be vital against MIL.

Allrounder Deepak Hooda too
seems to have found form, smash-
ing a half-century against RR. His
role as a batsman is crucial for LSG.
Devdutt Padikkal has not per-
formed well but designated finisher
Nicholas Pooran has to step up.

As for MI, they have been strug-
gling since the beginning under
new captain Hardik Pandva. If
they lose another two matches,
they will be out of the race.

Deshpande, unsung

C Suresh Kumar

GAIKWAD IS ONE
STEP AHEAD OF

“T20 is batter-friendly but

hero, tames SRH’s
flamboyant lineup

Shrivathsan.S@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Prior to the home
match against Sunrisers Hy-
derabad here on Sunday, Chen-
nai Super Kings bagged only
nine wickets in the Powerplay,
the lowest this season till that
point. CSK captain Ruturaj
Gaikwad admitted that the
team “lost momentum”™ in a
few games because of lack of
wickets and bowling impact in
the first six overs.

But pacer Tushar Desh-
pande put the concerns to bed
by breaking the back of the
Sunrisers batting lineup dur-
ing a splendid spell.

Deshpande, an unsung
hero in the Super Kings bowl-
ing attack, could not have cho-
sen a better occasion he
came good against a team that
relies heavily on its flamboy-
ant openers Travis Head and
Abhishek Sharma,

After being blasted for two
sixes in his first three deliver-
1es — one each by Head and
Abhishek — the 28-vear-old
staged a stunning comeback
with a three-wicket burst in
his first spell. Deshpande kept
the ball away from the hitting
arcs of the opening batters
and the decision to bowl well
outside the off-stump “paid
dividends" as Head and Ab-
hishek fell cheaply:

“We had a specific plan, If
they hit a good ball, our plan
was to bowl] another good ball.
We did not change according
to them (SRH batters). In this
format (T20), I need to dictate
terms to the batters. [ tried to
do that,” said Deshpande,
whose mateh-influencing fig-
ures of 4-27 steered CSK to a
comfortable victory at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium.

“This format demands vou
to be brave in the FDWEI‘F]H,}’ We

CSK'S SURPRISE WEAPON: Tushar
Deshpande (right) took 4/27
against Sunrisers Hyderabad

are seeing many high-scoring
games. The only thing that can
derail batting lineups is wick-
ets, One wicket can change the
momentum of the game in the
Powerplay, Both the Sunrisers
openers are in terrific form and
it worked out for me,” Desh-
pande, a Mumbai boy, added.
After making a poor start,
staying calm and avoiding
panic was the key. Deshpande
did just that and reaped the
rewards. “When 1 came to
bowl, the only plan was to stay
pattent againat a batting line-

up like SRH, which is very
ageressive in the Powerplav
With the dew coming into
play, it was always going to
be a challenge for the
bowlers. But I backed my-
self and stayed patient
with my line and length,”
said Deshpande.

CSK skipper Ruturaj
Gaikwad, who has been back-
ing Deshpande since the begin-
ning of the season, said, “He
(Deshpande) bowled really
well and has been working
hard throughout the season.

“Even last year and the
yvear before that, he did well.
His hard work is paying off
this time.”

RUTURA)
GAIKWAD

BOWLERS: HUSSEY

Chennai: The ability to remain one
step ahead of the bowlers has allowed
Ruturaj Gaikwad to flourish, reckons
CSK batting coach Michael Hussey.
After an unbeaten 108 in the previous
game, skipper Gaikwad was on the
cusp of another century on Sunday but
fell two runs short against Sunrisers
Hyderabad. "Gaikwad is such a
wonderful player. He is a brilliant
timer of the ball. I've been asking
him what his secret is in terms of
his placement, since he always
finds the gaps,” Hussey said
after the win over SRH.
“He is a smart
5 .r.\ batsman as well. He
knows when to attack
y and when to soak up
pressure, He plays spin
and seam well. He can
score all around the
ground. He's almost one
step ahead of the bowlers a
lot of times. He is wonderful to watch.
We're very thankful he is in our team,”
Hussey added. “It has been
challenging for him as well, He has
taken over as captain, to which you
have to take your hat off to him. He is
succeeding the greatest of all time in
this co untry.“ Hussea.r said. pri

Shrivathsan.S@timesgroup.com

Chennai: The season is vet to reach the
s0-match mark but has already witnessed
as many as eight 250-plus scores. To put
things in perspective, the 250-run barrier
was breached only twice in the
first 16 editions of the IPL. In
the ongoing season, the bat-
ters have been ruling the
roost, with records getting
shattered every other dawv

The usage of the highly-
debated ‘Tmpact Player’ rule
and flat nature of the pitches
have allowed the batters to oper-
ate with a lot of freedom.

The majority of the bowlers have been
taking a pounding and have nowhere to
hide in a tournament which is becoming
a boundary-hitting exhibition. The T20
format has evolved to such an extent that
top bowlers are now content with execut-
ing a defensive plan.

While Rajasthan Royals off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin claimed that bowl-
ers are conceding 40 runs even on their
cood davs, Sunrisers Hyvderabad skipper
and pacer Pat Cummins said that they
*do not have many o ptiuns" to plav with

this is a whole new level’

in a batter-dominated format. “I think
that T20 has always kind of erred on the
batting side. There are more 200-vs-200
games than 120-vs-120 ones. It has just
gone to a whole new level this season,”
sald Cummins on Sunday.

“It is not Test cricket where the ball is
swinging around. There is not much side-
wayvs movement, there is not much in the
pitches. A lot of times, the best way to get
a wicket is by tryving to defend. Batters
are getting better with hitting the ball out
of the stadiums, if we (bowlers) miss.
They are getting confident enough to do
it,"” Cummins added.

“But still, when you have big totals like
we (SRH) have had, you feel like you can
make an impact by going for nine runs an
over. That could be match-winning.”

According to Cummins, the best way
for SRH to win the IPL is by continuing
to go hammer and tongs throughout an
innings. “The way we set up, that (going
hard) is our best chance. We have some
really aggressive batters. It is not random
slogging, our guys pick the bowlers (to
target). We talk about match-ups that suit
the batters, If there is a green light, then
the batters can go for it. If it is not the
rtght match-up, be smart about it.”

GALLERY

Madrid Open: Nadal beats
Cachin to reach 4th round

Madrid: Rafael Nadal survived a second
set wobble to defeat Pedro Cachin 6-1
6-7(5) 6-3 in the Madrid Open third round
on Monday. Nadal, who beat 10th seed
Alex de Minaur in the second round, held
his nerve as he was tested by the 91st-
ranked Argentine. Earlier, Daniil Medvedey
came from behind to defeat Sebastian
Korda 5-7, 7-6 (4), 6-3. Among the women,
top-ranked lga Swiatek remained on track
for a first Madrid title by dispatching Sara
Sorribes Tormo 6-1, 6-0.

London Marathon receives world
record 840,000 applications: London
Marathon organisers said they received
840,318 applications for the 2025 race,
breaking the world record of 578,374 set in
last year’s public ballot. More than 53,000
runners completed the 44th edition of the
marathon last week, a record for the
event, with Oly champ Peres Jepchirchir
setting a women-only world record.

‘Premier League clubs vote in favour
of spending cap’: EPL clubs have agreed
in principle to implement a spending cap
after receiving majority support with a
final vote expected in June, the BBC re-
ported on Monday. The clubs have tenta-
tively agreed to put a limit on how much
money they can spend with the cap based
on how much money the lowest-earning
club makes from television rights.

BADMINTON: Thomas & Uber Cup,7am &
2.30 pm (Jio); CRICKET: IPL, LSG vs M,
7.30 pm (Star, Jio); Bangladesh Women vs
India, 2nd T201, 3.30 pm (Fancode); Pakis-
tan Women vs W, 3rd T201, 8 pm (Fan-
code); FOOTBALL: Champions League,
Bayern vs Real Madrid, 12.30 am Wednes-
day (Sony); TENNIS: Madrid Open, 2.30
pm (Sony)

T20 World Cup Ravindra, Henry : ~ Kirsten targets one trophy in
make it to Williamson-led NZ squad

Auckland: Kane Williamson will
lead New Zealand in the T20 World
Cup for the fourth time while open-
er Devon Conway, recovering from
a thumb injury, has also been
named in the 15-man provisional
squad for the ICC event in USA and
Caribbean in June.

Conway was ruled out of theon-
going IPL due to a thumb injury he
suffered in February. Bowler Matt
Henry and batting allrounder Ra-
chin Ravindra are the only two
members of the 15 without T20
World Cup experience.

This will be Williamson's sixth
appearance in a T20 World Cup
squad. His experience is bettered
only by Tim Southee, who has
earned selection in his seventh T20
World Cup squad and currently sits
as the leading wicket-taker in the
history of T20 Internationals.

Seasoned Trent Boult, who opt-
ed out of a NZC central contract,
has been selected in his fifth T20
World Cup squad. The squad also
boasts significant recent experi-
ence intheconditions with13of the
15-man group featuring in the
team’s last tour to the West Indies
in 2022. As well as that, six of the
squad members have also featured
in the Caribbean Premier League
T20 competition.

Alongside the 15 players select-
ed in the tournament squad, pace
bowler Ben Sears will travel and
train with the team as an injury
cover, Adam Milne was ruled out
following surgery to repair an an-
kle injury, and Kyle Jamieson was
also unavailable for selection as he
continues to rehabilitate his back
injury “I'd like to congratulate ev-
eryone named today. It's a special
time representing your country at

Photos: TOH & Getty Images

WELI. DESEE\FED Rachin Ra.wnr;lra. and Matt Henry will play in their first T20 WC

We expect the

venues in the West
Indies to offer quite varied
conditions and feel we've
selected a squad with the
scope to adapt to those
conditions. Matt and Rachin
both have worked
exceptionally hard on their
skills across the phases of a
T20 game.
GARY STEAD | HEAD COACH, NZ

a world tournament,” said Black-
caps head coach Gary Stead. “We
expect the venues in the West In-
dies to offer quite varied condi-
tions and feel we've selected a

squad with the scope to adapt to
those conditions.”

Stead said he was delighted to
name twofirst-timers in Henrvand
Ravindra. “Matt has worked excep-
tionally hard on his skills across
the phases of a T20 game to come
into selection consideration,” he
said. “Rachin has made every post
a winner in the past 12 months and
it was exciting to see him continue
that trajectory over the summer in
the T20 format against Australia.”
Squad
Kane Williamson (C), Finn Allen, Trent
Boult, Michael Bracewell, Mark Chap-
man, Devon Conway, Lockie Ferguson,
Matt Henry, Daryl Mitchell, Jimmy
Neesham, Glenn Phillips, Rachin Ravin-
dra, Mitchell Santner, Ish Sodhi, Tim
Southee.,

Travelling Reserve: Ben Sears.

his two-year stint as Pak coach

Karachi: Pakistan’s newly appointed head
coach Gary Kirsten has set a simple target for
thenational cricketteam-ithastowinatleast
one out of three upcoming ICC events in next
three years. Among the marquee events lined
up between now and 2026, there are two T20
World Cups in 2024 (Americas) and 2026 (In-
dia) along with the 2025 ODI Champions Tro-
phy which PCB will be hosting and the World
Cup winning former India head coach wants
Babar Azam and his men to annex one.

The former South Africa batter is expected
to take charge of his new job from May 22
ahead of Pakistan’s tour of England.

*If' you can win one of those three ICC
events, that will be an amazing achievement
on its own, whether it's the upcoming event
(T20 World Cup) or it is two years from now,”
Kirsten said in a PCB Podcast, when asked
about histargets during his tenure.

Pakistan will play in three ICC events - two
T20 World Cups and one Champions Trophy.

“My job is to make sure that the team oper-
ates at its best. If the team is operating at its
best, we will always have a good chance of win-
ningatrophy So for me, it will be really impor-
tant to understand where is the team now and
where does it need to go to be able to compete
right at the top of the pile, and that’s winning
ICC events,.” said the 56-yvear-old former left-
handed batsman.

Don’t try to be something that you're not:
Gillespie’s message to Pakistan team
Lahore: Pakistan's new head coach of the
Test side Jason Gillespie wants “gifted” play-
ers of the team to stay “authentic” and not al-
ter their gametosuitaspecific method, saying
they just need to stay positive and aggressive
to go through the grind of Test cricket.

The 49-vear-old Gillespie, who coached
Yorkshire to the County Championship title
in 2014 and 2015, has signed a two-year con-
tract. “l simply want the Pakistan cricket
team to play the style of cricket that's going to
suit them; for me, that's important, My philos-
ophy is --don't try to be something that you're

MAKING THINGS CLEAR: Gary Kirsten (left) and
Jason Gillespie were appointed Pakistan's white-ball
and red-ball coach by the PCB on Sunday

not!” Gillespie was quoted as saying in a PCB
podcast. “You've got to be authentic in how
vou go about it. I will go out there and say: just
be positive, aggressive, entertaining. Play
with a smile on your faces and entertain our
fans. There are going to be times when vou
have togrind it out, and that's what Test crick-
et is. It's a test of your skills, mental capacity,
and patience. There are times to attack and
times to soak up some periods of cricket from
the opposition.™

PCB finalises Lahore, Karachi, Rawalpindi
as venues for Champions Trophy

Lahore: The Pakistan Cricket Board has ear-
marked Karachi, Lahore and Rawalpindi as
venues for next vear's Champions Trophy,
continuing to insist that the tournament will
stay in the country despite speculation of a
‘hybrid model’ being under consideration to
ensure India’s participation. The Champions
Trophy, which waslastheld in England in 2017,
is expected to be held tentatively in February-
March next vear.

India have not vet confirmed participation
and there is speculation that the ICC could use
the *hybrid model’ and hold India’s matches at
a neutral venue if the team does not get gov-
ernmentclearance totravel. acencies
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MEA Summons
Canadian Envoy
To Log Protest

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Ministry of ex-
ternal affairs summeoned the
Canadian deputy high com-
missioner on Monday and
strongly protested the una-
bashed chanting of separa-
tist pro-Khalistan slogans at
an event addressed by Cana-
dian PM Justin Trudeau.
Trudeau addressing a
‘Khalsa Day’ gathering in To-
ronto, which flaunted ‘Modi
wanted’ banners, has left the
Indian intelligence establish-
ment alarmed, sources said.
The banners were allegedly
put up by secessionist group
Sikhs For Justice (SFJ),
which has ecalled for the kil-
ling of terrorist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar in June last year
to be avenged, and has incited
violence against Indian di-
plomats in Canada.
Addressing theevent, Tru-
deaun vowed to protect the

‘ENCOURAGING CLIMATE OF 1'nFII'JLElII(:E"

but also encourage a climate of

> Ministry of external affairs summaons
Canadian dy high commissioner, lodges
‘strong protest’ over pro-Khalistan
slogans raised at Sunday's event in
Toronto at which Trudeau spoke -

» Says such ‘continued expressions
not only impact India-Canada relations

violence and criminality in Canada’

> At the event, Trudeau vowed to
protect rights and freedoms of Sikhs

» India and Canada are just months
past the diplomatic spat over Trudeau's
statement that there were “credible
allegations™ about Indian involvement
in the killing of pro-Khalistan separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in
Vancouver in June 2023. He has not presented evidence so far

rights and freedoms of Sikhs.
India has in the past blamed
Trudeau's “vote-bank poli-
tics” for Canada's reluctance
to rein in pro-Khalistan lea-
derswho continuetotarget In-
dian interests in the country.
A huge banner at the
event identified PM Narend-
‘a Modi, defence minister
Rajnath Singh and external
affairs minister § Jaishan-
karas “Nijjar’s killers”.
Trudeau pushed bilateral

ties into a downward spiral by
sayving Canadian law enforce-
ment had uncovered a “plot”
by India to eliminate Nijjar,
wanted for terrorist crimes
and who has been blamed for
the killing of a Sikh for taking
control of arich gurdwara.
Trudeau, who also raised
his allegation with Modi, is
vet to back the claim he made
inpublicthat Royal Canadian
Mounted Police and Canadi-
an Security Intelligence

Agency had got evidence of
India’s hand in Nijjar's kil-
ling and had identified those
who pulled the trigger:

Also, while he said that he
had got the evidence from a
fellow member of Five Eves
Alliance, an Anglosphere in-
telligence group comprising
USs, UK, New Zealand and
Australia, other members of
the grouping have notallowed
the episode to cast a shadow
ontheir ties with New Delhi.

The latest incident trigge-
red an angry protest from
MEA which conveyed govt's
“deep concern and strong pro-
test” as disturbing actions we-
re being allowed to continue
unchecked at the event.

The govt said the uncheck-
ed separatist activity once
again illustrated the political
space that has been given in
Canada to separatism, extre-
mism and violence. “Their
continued expressions not on-
ly impact India-Canada rela-
tions but also encourage a cli-
mate of violence and crimina-
lity inCanada tothedetriment
of itsown citizens,” it added.

»Smiling at SFJ rally, P 12

US report names RAW
man involved in alleged
plot to take out Pannun

Tinees News NETWORK

Post, a US newspaper,

has claimed that a Rese-
arch and Analysis Wing offi-
cer, Vikram Yadav, instructed
a hired hit team to kill US-ba-
sed Khalistani separatist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun.

According to the report,
“US intelligence agencies ha-
ve assessed thattheoperation
targeting Pannun was appro-
ved by the RAW chief at theti-
me, Samant Goel.” It adds
that Yadav was transferred
back to CRPF after the Pan-
nun plot unravelled last year:

There was no response by
the Indian govt to the asser-
tions made in the report till
late Monday night.

US authorities had last
vear indicted an Indian na-
tional, Nikhil Gupta, for the
plot, alleging that he was ac-
ting at the behest of an Indi-
an official they referred to in
the indictment as CC-1.

\mpm‘i in Washington

SERIOUS MATTER: WH

» RAW officer Vikram Yadav
‘forwarded’ details of Pannun,
including NY address, says
Washington Post report

» Yadav ‘lacked training &
skills’ needed for op, it says
> Indictment unsealed in

Nov referred to Yadav only as
unnamed co-conspirator CC-1,
made no mention of RAW

» Reported plot is a serious

matter, says White House

Gupta iscurrently ina ja-
il in Prague, where he was de-
tained last vear by Czech and
USagencies. While India had
formed a high-level commit-
tee in Nov to probe the infor-
mation shared by the US abo-
ut the role of the Indian offi-
cial, saying it had a bearing
on India's security too, the
oovt has so far not revealed
any of itsfindings.

»FBIl, CIA in probe, P 12
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‘Modi flghtq from front,

strike b
Bagalkot: PM Modi revealed
on Monday the untold story
of how he ensured Pakistan
was the first to officially hear
about the 2019 Balakot airstri-
ke, linking it to BJP-governed
“new India's policy of loo-
king an adversary in the eye
and speakingthe truth rather
than resorting to stealth”, re-
ports Gururaj Jamkhandi.
“l instructed our forces to
notify media about the airs-
trike, albeit after I had infor-
med Pakistani authorities
over phone that we have car-
ried out an airstrike, Killed
these manyv people and cau-
sed this much destruction.
But they wouldn’'t take calls,”
he said at a rally in Navana-
garin Bagalkot, north Karna-
taka. “I then directed the for-
ces to postpone disclosure un-
til after I managed to contact
them... Modi doesn’t believe
in hiding or attacking from
behind, he fights openly.”

b Attack on Cong, P 12

*Fuel efficiency as certified by test agency under Rule 115 of Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, for Grand Vitara with fuel tank capacity of 451, range is 1258.65 km (450 x 27.97 km/1) and for invicto with fuel tank capacity of 52L.

range i5 120848 km (520 x 2

324 km/) under standard test conditions. Results may differ depending on actual driving, road, and other canditions.

Pak about Balakot
before world knew

Lﬁ.NS

PM pays tribute to Chhatrapati
Shivaji at a rally in Satara

Quota is atoning for
ancestors’ sins: PM

he responsibility of dis-
pensing justice to oppres-
sed and backward sections, in-
cluding through reservation,
is “atonement for the sins our
ancestors may have commit-
ted”, PM Modisaid at rallies in
Maharashtra on Monday, Ac-
cusing Congress of fryving to
cut into OBC quota to appease
Muslims, hesaid, “Till Modi is
alive, he won't allow such a re-
servation policy.” P9

Ahead of poll, Cong’s
candidate for Indore

withdraws, joins BJP

Was Slapped With
Murder Bid Charge
A Few Days Ago

Sagar.Choukse
@timesgroup.com

Indore: Congress suffered a
stunning blow as its Indore
candidate Akshay Kanti Bam
withdrew his nomination for
the LS polls and joined BJP on
Monday, hours after leading a
Congress campaign rally

> Another Cong MLA in MP
may switch to BJP,P 9

Papers rejected, BJP
nominee moves SC

‘ormer IPS officer and Birb-
hum BJP candidate Debas-
hish Dhar Monday sought ur-
oent hearing of his plea chal-
lenging the returning officer’s
decision to reject his nomina-
tion and alleged this was done
to help the TMC candidate get
a walkover. His advocate said
the RO “frivolously™ rejected
Dhar’s nomination papers on
the ground that he had not at-
tached ‘no dues certificate’
from Bengal govt. P11

BJP’s sitting MP Shankar
Lalwani now has no real chal-
lenger left in Indore. It's the
first time ever that Congress
doesn’'thaveacandidate inthis
seat. Indore votes May 13 and
the last day tor filing of nomi-
nation was April 25. Congress
will now have to find someone
among the 13 non-BJP contes-
tants left in the fray to support.

PCC chief Jitu Patwari,
who is also from Indore, accu-
sedd BJP of pressure politics.
“Recently a case of attempted
murder wasregistered against

Bam in an old case. He was ter-
rorised by various means and
forced to withdraw the nomi-
nation,” Patwari alleged in
Gwalior On April 24, alocal co-
urt had ordered addition of at-
tempt-to-murder charges aga-
inst Bam in a 17-year-old case
in Indore’s Khajranaarea. BJP
had, in fact, objected to Bam’s
nomination on the day of scru-
tiny, referring to this court or-
der and accusing him of hi-
ding facts in the affidavit.

»Flak for MP Cong chief, P 10

Can Succession Act be
applied to ‘non-believer
Muslims’? SC to examine

New Delhi: Supreme Courton
Mondayv agreed to examine a
contentious issue — why pro-
visions of the secular Indian
Sucecession Act (ISA) do not
applytoanon-believer Muslim
whowants todivide his proper-
ty equitably among his child-
ren by discarding Muslim Per-
sonal (Shariat) Application
Act's succession provision
that privileges sons, reports
Dhananjay Mahapatra.
AsaMuslim woman narra-
ted the pitiable state she and
her father, both non-believers
in Islam, found themselves in
regarding the division of pro-
perty, a bench of CJI1 D Y
Chandrachud changed tack
from “we can't give a declara-
tion that a non-believer Mus-
lim would be governed by [SA”
and said the petition had rai-
sed an important issue for ad-
judication by the SC.,
“How can a secular law not
apply to Muslims?” the bench
asked and posted the matter
for further hearing in the se-
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IN THE COURTS

» SC recalls its April 22 order
allowing termination of
31-week pregnancy, 14-yr-old
to take it to full term | P 8

» Bail condition for accused
to share Google PIN for live
location ‘superfiuous’, can't
be imposed, saysSC | P 8

» ‘Thoroughly misconceived',
says Del HC while rejecting
petition for 6-yr ban on Modi
from contesting polls | P9

» SC to hear J'’khand ex-CM
Soren's plea for interim
bail, seeks ED reply | P9

» Mabhila court in TN convicts
asst prof for luring college
girls to do sexual favours

cond week of July The bench
issued notice to the Union govt
and requested attorney gene-
ral R Venkataramani to depute
a law officer to assist the court.

»Tough for even..., P10
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Privanka.Kakodkar
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he serene coastal

belt of Konkan,

350km from Mum-

bai, is the backdrop

of a defining battle

between the two Shiv Senas. It's
in the Sena stronghold of Rat-
nagiri-Sindhudurg that Union
micro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSME) minister
Naravan Rane, once a trusted
aide of Sena founder Bal Thac-
keray, will take on sitting MP
Vinayvak Raut of Uddhav Thac-
keray's party, Shiv Sena (UBT).
At 72, Rane has returned to
poll politics after a decade. Ini-
tially reluctant, he has been
pushed into the battle as BJP
with barely any presence in this
belt, looks to expand its Lok
Sabha representation in Maha-
rashtra. “BJP compelled me. 1
am contesting to fulfil the re-
sponsibility given by my party,
This will be my last election,”
he told TOI on a campaign trail.
Rane was once considered
invincible in this region. He
won 51X assembly polls in suc-
cession from here. The former
chief minister's winning streak
continued even after he left
shiv Sena and joined Congress
in 2005 following differences
with Uddhav Thackeray. But
his electoral star began waning
after he lost assembly polls

from Konkan in 2014, and then,
a bypoll in Mumbai in 2015.

subsequently, Rane left Con-
oress and floated his own party,
Maharashtra Swabhiman Pak-
sha, which merged with BJP in
2019. He was elected to Rajva
Sabha with BJP’s support. His
son Nitesh won Kankavli seat
— one of the six assembly seg-
ments in Ramagiri-Sindhudurg
Lok Sabha constituency — in
2019 and is a BJP MLA. His el-
der son Nilesh won the Ratnag-
iri-Sindhudurg LS seat in 2009
asa Congress candidate but lost
the polls in 2014 and 2019.

In a career spanning four
decades which includes a stint
as Sena chief minister and mul-
tiple terms in both state and
Union cabinets, Rane faces his
first Lok Sabha poll, but it is a
tough contest. The BJP-trig-
gered split of Shiv Sena n 2022
has generated sympathy for
Uddhav Thackeray's party and
anger towards both BJP and
Rane, as a former party insider-
turned-foe.

Konkan has long been a
citadel of Shiv Sena, which was
founded in Mumbai in 1966 on
a wave of nativist sentiment.
The lack of industry in the re-
gion drove Konkanl migrants
to Mumbai. They formed a bed-
rock of support for a party
founded on the ‘sons of the soil’
principle, helping it spread its
wings in their own hometowns.
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HITCHING A SAFFRON RIDE: Narayan Rane (left), along with Goa CM
Pramod Sawant (centre}, in Ratnagiri earlier this month

The constituency was ear-
lier divided into Rajapur and
Ratnagiri, and had a history of
socialist and Congress repre-
sentation. Janata Dal leader
Madhu Dandavate was MP
from Rajapur from 1971 to 1989.
However, 1995 onwards, it has
been a Shiv Sena territory with
Suresh Prabhu and Anant
Geete winning from Rajapur
and Ratnagiri.

In 2009, Suresh Prabhu
lost to Narayan Rane’s son
Nilesh, then a Congress can-
didate, after a newly demar-
cated constituency of Ratnag-
iri-Sindhudurg was carved
out. But by 2014, the seat was
back with the undivided Shiv
Sena’s Vinayak Raut.

At the rickshaw stands and
retail shops in Ratnagiri, the
split in Shiv Sena resonates.
*“This is a Shiv Sena stronghold.
B.JP has broken the party Peo-
ple will light the mashaal (Ud-
dhav Thackeray's party sym-
bol) and take revenge against
traitors,” says rickshaw driver
Shivaji Chavan.

Rane is dismissive of the
sympathy factor “What sympa-
thy? Uddhav Thackeray's min-
isters and MLAs left him be-
cause he insulted them. His
party will sink like the Titanic
in the elections,” he says.

Rane’s opponent Vinayvak
Raut of Shiv Sena (UBT) hits
back. “Traitors will be wiped
out of Konkan this time. Rane

NO NETA
&0ES CLOSE TO
THAT VOTER...

IR, 2

Winner Runner Up
Vinayak | Nilesh
2019 Raut Rane
(Shiv Sena) {MSP*)
Vinayak Nilesh
2014 Raut Rane
(Shiv Sena) | (Congress)
Nilesh Suresh
2009 | Rane Prabhu
(Cong) {Shiv Sena)

*Maharashtra Swahhiman Paksh

will also pay the price for the
strong-arm tactics used by his
family to get their way, " he says.
Raut, who won the last two
elections, is hoping for a hat-
trick. He won the 2019 elec-
tions against Nilesh by a
margin of almost 1.8 lakh
votes, But Nilesh had then
contested as a Swabhiman
Paksh candidate and still
managed 2.8 lakh votes,
Price rise and lack of em-
ployment in Konkan are burn-

Rane returns to Konkan poll arena for
swansong, takes on ‘alma mater’ Sena

ing issues here. “Most young
people still zoto Mumbai, Pune
or Kolhapur for work., There are
no major industries, tourism is
not developed and there is poor
connectivity The Mumbai-Goa
highway is incomplete after a
decade,” said a businessman
who did not want to be named.

Protests against an oil re-
finery project plan at Barsu
village in Rajapur have also
snowballed into an issue. The
protesters have decided to op-
pose Rane and back Raut, “We
are campaigning for Raut be-
cause BJP at the Centre and
state has supported this proj-
ect. We do not want a polluting
industry here,” says Kashi-
nath Gorle of Barsu Solgaon
Refinery Virodhi Sanghatna.

The final challenge for Rane
lies within the Mahayuti alli-
ance. The seat saw a protracted
tug of war with CM Eknath
Shinde demanding it for his
shiv Sena. Its candidate was
industries minister Uday Sa-
mant's brother Kiran Samant.

Will Shinde's Shiv Sena
work against Rane? Samant as-
qures, “We have sorted this out
and are 100% with Rane.” Ashe
prepares for his last electoral
race, Rane says he issure of a
victory. “People want Prime
Minister Modi for a third term,
and they want me as ME They
are waiting for polling day to
vote for me.”

Why caste quota is a hot button in K’taka politics

Chethan Kumar &
B V Shivashankar | Tnn

a row by accusing Con-

gress of snatching reser-
vation from OBCsand SC/5Ts
to give it to Muslims, but in
Karnataka, which he cited as
an example, the issue has dom-
inated multiple elections, in-
cluding the 2023 assembly polls
that Congress won.

In fact, the action in Karna-
taka precedes the demand for
a caste census by Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi and AICC presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge,
which came on the heels of a
statewide survey in Bihar

Responding to the PM's
criticism, Kharge told TOI:
“While it is popularly being
called a caste census, what we
are proposing to do is a socio-
economic and educational sur-
vey that aims to assess and
identify communities eligible
for welfare schemes, We've al-
ready implemented several
schemes like MGNREGA,
which aren’t based on caste but
on needs of all communities.
Modi is making the issue com-
mumnal solely for electoral gain.”

Karnataka has been at the
forefront of the caste survey
issue — much like with ‘guar-
antees’ this season — and a
report on it was submitted by
a commission headed by Jay-
aprakash Hegde, now Con-
gress candidate from Udupi-
Chikmagalur. The Siddara-
maiah govt accepted the re-
port but is yvet to implement its
recommendations.

[ M Modi may have sparked

Campaign plots of LS polls
in Karnataka include the OBC
narrative. If Siddaramaiah
with his Ahinda credentials is
Congress's lead actor, BJP has
been projecting PM Modi as
the OBC face.

Shivara) Thangadagi, Kar-
nataka backward classes wel-
fare minister, told TOI: “Our
govt has done what none had
before by accepting the report.
Its implementation will not
only benefit backward commu-
nities but also the party, for
sticking to its commitment.
The concerns of other commu-
nities will be addressed while
implementing this.”

Union home minister Amit
Shah and Karnataka leader of
opposition R Ashoka have reit-
erated how BJP was with QOBCs
with Modi being “sabse bada
{biggest) OBC"” during their
campaigns in the state.

Nationally, Nitish Kumar
— who had commissioned the
Bihar caste survey — leaving
INDIA and Congress being
concerned about caste matri-
cesacross states may have seen
the party use the OBC card
cautiously, but it has included
it in its national manifesto,
while BJP continues to active-
Iy woo these communities.

“Congress didn't tolerate
leaders from extremely back-
ward classes, In 1987, Con-
eress refused to accept Kar-
poori Thakurji as opposition
leader whom we honoured a
few days ago with Bharat
Ratna. These days, Congress
colleagues express concern
about the number of people

DOMINANT CASTES DEMAND BIGGER PIECE OF PIE

l?u'mntiln it;gnries Current Turmoil
Gab 1 Fos > 2015 Kantharaju Muslims from quota
L= & ¥ . Commission report said | and increased share of
communities, 4%  RugiaN state's 6cr population | Vokkaligas to 6% and
iibiadien had 9.8% Lingayats, | of Lingayats to7%
Cat 24 | 1'32 8.2% Vokkaligas and > The reclassification
;:“T’g}'"‘ i'{“:‘s' : 9% Kurubas has been challenged
nciuding Rurubas, > While Vokkaligas in SC and the case is
15% reservation claimed their popn was | pending
Cat 2B | Muslims, 8 - 4 15%, Lingayats said > CM Siddaramaiah
4% reservation T‘ thE‘jlr were 17% and appﬂinted jayaprakash
Cat 3A | Mainly that Kurubas, the caste | Hagde commission,
Vokkaligas, 4% n ‘ then CM Siddaramaiah | \hich has submitted
reservation  ERle belongs to, couldn'tbe | ts report but it's yet
Cat 3B | Lingayats, u more than 5-6% to be implemented. Dy
Christians, . > BJP's Basavaraj CM D K Shivakumar (a
Maratha, etc. 5% ngg ﬁ;:fgjﬂ;ﬁﬂ; Bommai govt in Vokkaliga) is against
reservation a nationwide caste censys  Dec 2022 removed acceptance of report
firom backward classes ingovt, nities, resulting in the Kaka Karnataka Pioneers

where they're positioned...
But I'm surprised they don’t
notice the biggest OBC (refer-
ring to himself),” Modi told
Parliament on Feb 5.

The PM referring to him-
self as the biggest OBC came
close on the heels of Rahul
claiming that Modi's Teli
caste was not part of other
backward classes.

National Scene

India’s first proper caste enu-
meration was under the Brit-
ish in 1931. Subseguently,
while the Constitution ad-
dressed education and job
reservations for SC/8Ts, the
first independent govt realised
there were numerous under-
privileged backward commu-

Kalekar commission in 1953,
which recommended a caste-
wise census enumeration in
the 1961 Census.

But it was Mandal Commis-
sion's 1980 report that proved
pivotal, identifving 3,742 OBC
communities and recommend-
ing 52% quotas — though only
27% reservations were imple-
mented by V P Singh's govt in
1989 amid violent protests and
legal battles.

A landmark 1993 Supreme
Court judgment (Indira Sawh-
ney case) capped overall res-
ervations at 50% but allowed
exceptions. It also introduced
the ‘creamy laver’ excluded
from reservation, based on
annual income limits, cur-
rently Bs 8 lakh.

Mysore ruler Nalvadi Krish-
naraja Wadivar appointed the
Leslie Miller commission to
examine non-Brahmin under-
representation in 1918, despite
opposition from then Divan M
Visvesvaraya.

Post-Independence, Naga-
na Gowda Commission (1960)
recommended 45% job and
50% education guotas for
OBCs, excluding Lingayats,
which prevented implementa-
tion. Then, the 1975 LG Ha-
vanur panel raised the quan-
tum to 32% across the three
categories it introduced. But
the exclusion of Lingayats
again caused friction.

To address this, the T Ven-
kataswamy commission was
formed, which, in its 1986 re-

port, included some Lingayat
sub-castes and, again, the 1990
0O Chinnappa Reddy commis-
sion included Muslims, Vok-
kaligas and Lingavats, but the
latter two were dissatisfied
with the representation. This
finally led to creation of a per-
manent BC commission, with
the first in 1994 led by Kudur
Narayana Pai.

The Chinnappa Reddy re-
port recommendation was im-
plemented in 1994-95 and has
since been used as the matrix
for reservations in the state.

And in 2015, CM Siddara-
maiah set up the H Kantharaju
commission to carry out a so-
cic-economic educational sur-
vey, commonly called caste
survey. While Siddaramaiah’s
tenure ended before the report
could be submitted, leaked con-
tents created heartburn among
Vokkaligas and Lingayats. Sub-
sequent govts didn’t accept the
report citing reasons, including
atechnicality that the member-
secretary hadn't signed it. This
prompted the Jayaprakash
Hegde commission to revisit
the Kantharaju panel report.
The Hegde commission has
since submitted its report to the
Siddaramaiah govt.

In between, BJP's Basa-
varaj Bommai govt had in Dec
2022 rejigged the categories
hased on which existing res-
ervation was being imple-
mented. It removed Muslims
and added an additional quo-
ta for Vokkaligas and Lingay-
ats. But its implementation is
stalled as a case is pending
before Supreme Court,

SURROUND
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A diamond ring for your vote

ote and you may get lucky if you are a Bhopali. Worried by
the low polling in the first two phases of Lok Sabha
elections, officials have announced three lucky draws in Bhopal

constituency on voting day.

Those who get inked stand the chance of winning diamond
rings, refrigerators, televisions and other goodies. Bhopal
votes in the third phase on May 7.

Polling has been very low in MP this time, dropping by over
8.5% on average in the first two rounds. Bhopalis have never
been very gung-ho voters — in 2019, where there was a surge

in voting elsewhere, Bhopal
turnout was only 65.7%.

Officials feel that the hope
of a reward will draw voters
out of homes this time, on a
day when the mercury is
expected to cross 40°C.

“On polling day, we will
hold three lucky draws at
every polling booth — at
10am, 2pm and 6pm. One
winner in each of these
draws will get a prize. And
then, a day or two after the
election, we will hold a
mega draw where big
prizes will be distributed to
the winners,” district
election officer, collector
Kaushlendra Vikram Singh,
told TOI on Monday.

There are 2,097 polling
booths in Bhopal
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Officials have announced a lucky
draw every two hours on voting
day in Bhopal

parliamentary constituency. That's well over 6,000 prizes, not

to talk of the bumper prizes

“We are collecting these gifts and prizes under CSR. On polling
day, a BLO and a volunteer will be deployed at each booth (for

the lottery). Every booth will
will ensure that voters write

have a coupon booklet and the duo
their name and mobile number and

collect a coupon after they get inked. We will contact the voters
and give them their gifts after each draw,” Singh said.

“We will also felicitate the first voter in every booth,” assistant
nodal officer for SVEEP in Bhopal, Ritesh Sharma, told TOI.

The date for the post-election mega draw is yet to be decided
but it will be probably after May 9, said Sharma. “So far, we
have received 35 items, including five diamond rings, a laptop,
a refrigerator, eight dinner sets and two mobile phones. We are

aiming to get two-wheelers.

We are hopeful that there will be

enough gifts,” he added, — Amarjeet Singh
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"'.‘?'ﬂ".""!i"'!’-‘il Maneka
ik 1989 | Gandhi
. campaigns with actor
: & - Raj Babbar at Gajravla
= | village in Pilibhit. Both
¢ - were with Janata Dal
A< . then. Maneka con-
90 - tested her first elec-
tion in 1984 in Amethi
. as an Independent
. but lost to Rajiiv
4% - Gandhi. In 1989, she
& - won her first LS elec-
= < tion from Pilibhit.
. Her journey with BIP
. started in 2004 after
- she won in Pilibhit
. on the party’s ticket.
. BJP has retained
- her from Sultanpur
© seat in UP this time.

sevyTeTTY ' Meanwhile, Babbar

began his political

career with Janata Dal but later joined 5P, which gave him an
RS seat from 1994 to 1999. In 2008, he joined Congress. He is a
contender for Congress’s ticket in Gurgaon constituency.

Deposits lost, not drive: Party defending
men’s honour to contest 3 UP seats

Unlike other political parties, winning or losing elections does
not matter to Mera Adhikaar Rashtriya Dal (MARD), which has
jumped into the electoral battle to defend men's honour.
Despite consistently losing deposits, MARD has been
marching on since it was formed in 2018. The party has
released its ‘MANifesto’ for the ongoing Lok Sabha polls with
the slogan “Beton ke samman me, ‘mard’ utre maidan me” (In
honour of sons, men have stepped on to the battleground).
The party has so far announced candidates for three seats -
Lucknow, Ranchi and Gorakhpur. When asked about the fate
of his party candidates contesting polls this time, MARD party
national general secretary Ashutosh Kumar Pandey candidly
accepts, “This time too, they can lose their deposits. e

Malkajgiri: Where North meets East and West in the South

Koride.Mahesh@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Want a slice of India?
This keenly contested Lok Sabha
constituency, spread along the fring-
es of Greater Hyderabad, is where
you want to be.

Here the mouthwatering aroma
of Hyderabadi biryani vies with ap-
petising smells of idli vada sambhar;
bisi bele bath and Chettinad chicken
to tickle your tastebuds, while pun-
gent smells of macher jhol meld
with those of meen curry, and
puranpoli does a jugalbandi with
litti chokha and daal baati churma.

Welcome to *Mini India’, as Mal-
kajgiri LS constituency is popularly
known. A fine example of unity in
diversity, nearly half its total elector
base comprises migrants from near-
ly 10 other states that have, over the
decades and centuries, made this
place their home.

Malkajgiri has a huge population
of Andhra-origin Telugus, who ac-
count for nearly 34% of its total LS
voter base, with healthy dollops of
Tamilians, Malayalees, Kannadigas,
Bengalis, Maharashtrians, Biharis
and Marwaris thrown in.

But Malkajgiri’s biggest claim to
fame is its standing as India’s largest
LS seat by number of voters, at
around 32 lakh. It has more than

double the number than any other
seat in Telangana. On average, the
remaining 16 LS seats in Telangana
have around 14 lakh voters each.

Malkajgiri LS seat came into ex-
istence in 2008 after delimitation of
parliamentary constituencies, with
the first LS polls being held here in
2009, It ismade up of seven assembly
segments — Malkajeiri, Medchal,
Guthbullapur, Kukatpally, Uppal.
Lal Bahadur Nagar and Secun-
derabad Cantonment.

S0 what's the secret sauce be-
hind Malkajgiri’'s voter heft? It is
home to elector-heavy assembly
segments such as Quithbullapur and
Medchal, which have the second
and third highest voter counts in
Telangana, respectively With over
6 lakh voters, Quthbullapur is just
a few thousands behind Telanga-
na's largest assembly segment —
Serilingampally, that falls under
Chevella LS seat.

Nosurprise then that this micro-
cosm of India is the eyvnosure of all
eyes — netas, political parties and
poll pundits alike in these elections.
One of the four LS seats in Greater
Hyvderabad, Malkajgiri is prestig-
ious for all the three major parties
in the fray — BJP, Congress and
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS).

While BJP has fielded former

SLICE OF INDIA

32 Lakh Electorate | India's largest
LS constituency in terms of voter
population

Migrant Magnet | Has voters
who have settled here from
Andhra Pradesh, TN, Kerala,
Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, West Bengal, etc.
Migration began in Nizam's
reign with laying of rly line
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Malkaijgiri

Tetanﬁna

CM Euanth Reddy campaigning in Malkajgiri

Industry Hub | Houses 2019
ECIL, which makes EVMs, Hyderabad
other PSUs such as BEL, A Revanth Reddy (Cong) Vote Share (%)
& many pvt enterprises Candidates N 38.6
Defence Centre | Houses v Marri Rajashekar Reddy (TRS, now BRS)
Secunderabad Cantonment, Sunitha Mahender Reddy | Cong | [ 37.9
which brings personnel from Eatala Rajender | BJP Naraparaju Ramchander Rao (BJP)
across India Ragidi Laxma Reddy | BRS EIEEETEREEREES 19.5

minister Eatala Rajender, Congress Telangana CM A Revanth Reddy,  tiestowoo voters of their respective

has put up Vikarabad ZP chairper-
son Sunitha Mahender Reddy and
BRS has Ragidi Laxma Reddy con-
testing from here,

PM Modi chose to campaign here
during a road show last month and
the 2019 polls saw senior BJP leaders
such as Amit Shah troop in for high
decibel campaigns.

who won this seat in the 2019 LS
polls before he quit in December last
yvear after becoming CM, too, is put-
ting in extra efforts to secure this
seat for Congress.

As the constituency houses a
significant number of non-Telugus,
political leaders from other states
too are regularly shipped in by par-

commumnities,

For instance, BJP's TN chief K
Annamalai was brought in to cam-
paign for the party’'s candidate for
the 2023 assembly polls in the Secun-
derabad Cantonment segment.

Here's another spicy poll tidbit

its Uppal segment houses ECIL
(Electronics Corporation of India

Ltd), which manufactures electron-
ic voting machines (EVMs).

ECIL is just one of the various
public sector enterprises, including
BEL and erstwhile IDPL, that set up
shop here, spawning not just private
enterprises but serving as a magnet
for migrants from across the coun-
trv. “The industries here provide
employment to lakhs. More indus-
trial areas and clusters are located
in Quthbullapur, Medchal and Uppal
assembly constituencies in Malkaj-
ciri LS,” explains Chepuri Ven-
kateshwar Rao, a local leader.

What also makes this constitu-
ency significant is that the Secun-
derabad Cantonment falls under its
limits. With this, defence personnel
from various states, especially north
India, and thousands of ex-defence
families have chosen to settle down
post-retirement in Malkajgiri LS
areas such as Defence Colony,
Sainikpuri, Vayupuri and Yapral.

There are other migrants who
came here a lot earlier; “Arava Malas
and other Tamilians came during
the Nizam's reign and worked in lay-
ing railway lines (later for Indian
Railways). Their numbers are high
in Malkajgiri and Secunderabad
Cantonment assembly constituen-
cies,” points out Ramadugu Kalyana
Krishna, a resident of Malkajeiri.

Tamilians and Keralites have
also settled down in huge numbers
in Ammuguda, Yapral and Alwal
areas, apart from other places in the
city “Of the nearly seven lakh Ma-
lavalees in Greater Hyderabad,
about three lakh are concentrated
in areas such as Malkajgiri, Saifil-
cuda, Gautamnagar, Anandbagh,
Boduppal, Dilsukhnagar, Kukat-
pally in this constituency,” estimates
Ramachandran Nair V K, president
of Sangamam, a Malayvali cultural
organisation based in Dammaiguda.

Ramachandran adds that 50% of
the Malayalees settled in Hyderabad,
especially in Secunderabad, cameto
work in Indian Railways and later
settled down here.

Kannadigas are also present in
big numbers in Malkajgziri, Saifil-
guda and other areas, while Bengalis
reside in Malkajgiri and Qutbul-
lapur assembly segments.

B T Srinivasan, general secre-
tary, United Federation of Resident
Welfare Organisations, said though
many non-Telugus are settled across
the country, the highest number of
Tamilians, Keralites, Bengalis and
people from other states settled
down in Secunderabad and places
in and around Malkajgiri, making
it a unique LS constituency in the
country with a multi-cultural mix.




