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Pakistan officials say 12 people, including | Israeli soldiers withdraw from al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza
the mastermind, have been arrested after a two-week raid, leaving widespread devastation.
in connection with suicide bombing During the raid, 200 Palestinians were killed & hundreds
that killed five Chinese nationals of others were arrested. Israeli Army says 600 soldiers
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, P 14 have been killed in the war since Oct 7 terror attack, P14

Mysterious ‘Havana Syndrome’ symptoms
experienced by US diplomats in recent years
have been linked to a Russian intelligence
unit, according to a joint media probe.
Kremlin has dismissed the report, P 14

Pakistan HC suspends 14-year sentence
handed out to jailed ex-PM Imran Khan and
his wife Bushra Bibi in the Toshakhana graft
case. However, the 71-yr-old won't be released
as he is convicted in two other cases, P 14
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pandemic, when it had tou-
ched 4,027, Also, in-country
adoptions at 3,560 are hig-
hest since 2015-16, according
to data of Central Adoption
Resource Authority P9

Israel strike kills Iran
commander in Syria

sraeli jets flattened a buil-

ding in Iranian consulate
in Damascus, killing Md Re-
za Zahedi, a top Revolutiona-
ry Guards commander who
oversaw Iran's covert milita-
ry operations in Syria and
Lebanon. The attack 1s part
of a yearslong shadow war
between Iran and Israel. P14

Kerala author quits

Akademi in protest

“erala litterateur C Rad-
. hakrishnan Monday re-
signed as member of Sahi-
tva Akademi to protest in-
auguration of this vear’s li-
terary festival by Union
minister Arjun Ram Megh-
wal, “a person without any
known credential whatsoe-
ver inliterature™. P10

Marginal rise in

prices of key meds

i [ational Pharmaceutical
L N Pricing Authority has
let pharma companies mar-
ginally hike prices of sche-
duled formulations included
in list of essential medicines

Dept Tells SC

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Days after issu-
ing notices to Congress rai-
sing demand of around Rs
3,500 crore, income tax de-
partment on Monday assured
Supreme Court it would not
take any coercive steps to re-
cover the amount as it did not
want tocauseany problem for
the party during elections.

At the outset of the hea-
ringon Congress’sappeal aga-
inst a Delhi high court order,
solicitor general Tushar Meh-
ta told a bench of Justices BV
Nagarathna and Augustine
George Masih that he wanted
to make a statement on behalf
of I-T department. He said no

‘tax terrorism’. Says with
SC intervention, it can 'now
expect a level playing field’
for Lok Sabha elections

> Tax demand on Congress
rose to ¥3,567 crore as of
Saturday, more than 2.5
times its cash and assets
declared as of March 23

> Cong has accused the govt
of crippling it ahead of LS
elections and 'rigging’ polls.
I-T denied freezing accounts

further action would be taken
against the opposition party
during the ongoing general
elections. He said the case co-
uld be posted for hearing after
June 4 when theresults of Lok
Sabha polls would be decla-
red. He said he would oppose
Congress’s claim then.

“Since elections are going

June,” he told the bench.

The bench was hearing an
appeal filed by Congress in
2018 against a 2016 judgment
of Delhi HC. Inthe appeal, the
party had moved an interim
application seeking stay of
the demand notices issued by
[-T department in March.

Initially, Mehta said noti-
ces had been issued for reco-
very of Rs 1,700 crore but se-
nior advocate Abhishek Ma-
nu Singhvisaid the totalamo-
unt was around Rs 3,500 crore
which was accepted by the
SG. Singhvi appreciated the
I-T department for its gracio-
us approach. The court noted
I-'T department’s stand; the
matter has beenlisted for hea-
ringonJuly 24

» ‘Election-rigging’, P 16

CJI: Probe needs & privacy
rights must be balanced

Kerala’s plea on
borrowing caps
with 5-J bench

( )bsewing that Kerala's
financial hardship is
the creation of its own mo-
netary mismanagement,
Supreme Court Monday
refused to grant interim re-
lief toallow the state to bor-
row more money and refer-
red its petition against the
Centre's decision to limit
borrowing capacity of sta-
tes to the Constitution
bench for adjudication.

The SC held that Kerala
has failed to establish the

New Delhi: Chief Justice of
India D Y Chandrachud on
Monday disapproved of “un-
warranted” confiscation of
personal devicesduringraids
by law-enforcing and investi-
gating agencies, saying the
need for searches and seizu-
res for investigation had to be
balanced with an individual's
right to privacy, report Dha-
nanjay Mahapatra & Rajs-
hekhar Jha.

The CJI also praised the
newly enacted Bharatiyva Nag-
rik Suraksha Sanhita and

Instances of raids

conducted and
incidents of unwarranted
confiscation of personal
devices highlight pressing
need to strike a balance
between investigative
imperatives and privacy
rights... the delicate
balance... stands at the
comerstone of a fair
and just society

~CJi D Y Chandrachud

Kohli Memorial lecture, anan-

that such investigation will hit
maorale of police force |P 9

> Allahabad HC fixes April 4
for hearing a plea regarding
maintainability of a suit
seeking ‘removal’ of Shahi
Idgah mosque in Mathura that
stands adjacent to Krishna
Janmasthan temple

» Right to remain silent a
fundamental right, probe
agency can't seek extension of
custody of PFl member due to
accused not giving satisfactory
replies: Telangana HC

> State can't force everyone
to surrender licensed firearms
under blanket order ahead of
polls: Allahabad HC | P 11

> Pay ¥14L to biker gored to
death by stray cow 5 yrs ago:
Rajkot court to civic body | P9

SC notice to EC on
plea to tally votes
with VVPATs

L;upremc Courton Monday
. Hssued notice to EC on a
PIL filed by activist Arun
Kumar Agrawal seeking
complete count of VVPAT
paper slips in polls as oppo-
sed to the current practice
of werification of only five
randomly selected EVMs in
each assembly segment of

an L5 seat. Contending that

elections, like justice, sho-
uld not only be free and fair
but also be seen to be fair, the
petitioner claimed that if si-
multaneous verification is

Status Quo: Court

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday declined to interfe-
re with a Varanasi court’s or-
der allowing a priest nomina-
ted by the Kashi Vishwanath
Temple Trust toconduct daily
puia at “Vyas Ji Ka Tehkhana’
inside Gyanvapi mosque’s cel-
lar and said Muslims would
continue to offer namaz as
usual inside the mosque.
After a one-and-a-half-ho-
ur-long hearing on the plea of
Gyvanvapl mosque manage-
ment committee, a bench of
CJI D Y Chandrachud and
Justices J B Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra said since car-
rving out puja and other ritu-

Times News NETwWoORK

New Delhi: Goods and servi-
ces tax collections rose 11.5%
to Rs1,78,484 crore in March,
the second highest monthly
mopup, pushing up 2023-24
collections past the Rs 20
lakh crore mark for the first
time. “FY2023-24 marks a mi-
lestone with a gross GST col-
lection of Rs 20.2 lakh crore,
an 11.7% increase compared
to the previous yvear. The av-
erage monthly collection for
this fiscal year stands at Es

L;L“ on Monday allowed ASI
. Jto carry on with a survey
of Bhojshala temple-Kamal
Maula mosque complex in
MP's Dhar but directed that
no action would be taken on
the basis of the survey re-
port without its nod. It also
directed ASI not to carry out
any excavation. P9

als by Hindus in the cellar did
not interfere with the offe-
ring of namaz by Muslims,
“statusquoasobtained at pre-
sent shall be maintained till
final decision”. To Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid manage-
ment committee’s objection
to the puja, SC said allowing
puja had not resulted in ob-
structions for namasz.

»Final hearing in July, P 16

GST Mar tally 2nd highest
at TL8L cr, T20L cr+ for yr

> Rlys earns T2.6L cr in FY24
from passenger & freight
movement, its highest ever

» March UPI transactions
at all-time high of ¥1,344cr

» Share of SUVs in car sales
crosses 50% for first time
for a full year in FY24 m

In March, overall collec-
tions during the month were
driven by domestic demand
as central and state GST col-

ting the economy from pro-
blems faced by other nations,
& internationalise the rupee,
Speaking at an event to
mark RBI's 30th anniversary,
the PM asked the central
bank to assess the credif ne-
eds of emerging sectors and
take proactive steps to prepa-
re banks. “RBI will have to
think out of the box, and go-
vernor Shaktikanta Das is
an expert in that. Particular-
v, in emerging sectors,” he
said. Modi said the banking
sector, which had earlier
struggled with NPAs, is now
penerating profits. P13

Pinarayi hits out
at ally Rahul
for taking on

CPl in Wayanad

“erala CM Pinarayi Vijay-

. anonMonday said it was
“Inappropriate” for Cong-
ress to field sitting MP Ra-
hul Gandhi in Wayanad aga-
inst CPI's Annie Raja.
“Whatisthejustification for
contesting against LDF, wh-
ich is partof the INDIA bloc,
and that too against Annie
Raja. who is a nationally re-

DANCE (f DEMOCRACY
PAGES 10 & 11

cognised Left leader? Vija-
van said at a presser.,
Vijayan also said Cong-
ress played a "key role” in
levelling corruption allega-

from April 1. They include three judicial prongs —pro- Bharativa Sakshva Adhiniyv- nualeventorganised by CBlin done and more officers are 1.68,000 crore, surpassing the lections grew 16.9% and tionsabout AAP govt'sligu-
painkillers, antibiotics, dia- ving a prima facie case, ba- am for built-in safeguardsaga- memory of itsfirst director. deployed, complete VVPAT previous vear'saverageof Rs  17.2%, respectively, or licence policy in Delhi
betes medications and anti- lance of convenience and inst misuse, Chandrachud verification can be done in 1,50,000 crore,” the finance “that led ED to go after Ar-
rabies immunoglobulin. P10 irreparable injury. P9 was delivering the 20th DP » ‘Need to uphold...’, P 16 5-6 hours. P11 ministry said inastatement. »Eco resurgence, P13 vind Kejriwal”. P11
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Jumla
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Jumlia
of double
the income
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Jumlia
of women
security

Jumla
of controlling
Inflation
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WHAT HAPPENED TO YOUR

PREVIOUS JUMLAS?

Jumia
of 15 lakhs
in every
account
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HAATH
BADLEGA
HALAAT
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ED: CM Said Nair Didn’t Report
To Him But To Atishi, Bharadwaj

Nair Made Same Claim 1.5 Yrs Ago, Why Bring It Up Now, Asks AAP Sunita Kejriwal:

pContinued from P1

the case is stated to be
J pendingquaroleof thear-
restee, for unearthing further
proceeds of crime and identi-
fying other persons who may
be involved or connected with
the above, the accused is re-
manded to judicial custody till
15.04. 2024 withdirectionsto the
concerned jail superintendent
to produce him through video
conferencingat 2pm,” said spe-
cial judge Kaveri Baweja.

ED told the court that “on
being asked about the extent of
interaction and reporting of Vi-
jay Nair to thearrestee, he (CM)
stated that Nair didn't report to
him but to Atishi and Saurabh
Bharadwaj and (that) his inter-
action with Nair was limited.
However, the statements of
Nair himself reveal that he
stayed in a cabinet minister's
bungalow and worked from the
campoffice of the CM."

When EKejriwal was asked
to explain why someone who
reported to other leaders of
AAP would work from his
camp office — which 1s meant
for the CM's work and was not
for the party — he said he was
unaware of the persons who
work at the camp office and
“evaded’ answering the ques-
tion, ED claimed.

The agency pointed out that
Nair was not a small-time vol-
unteer of AAP but its head of
media and communications.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, AAP leader Jasmine
Shah said: “Nair had given this
statement (that he didn't re-
porttothe CM butto Atishiand
Saurabh Bharadwaj) to ED
when he was arrested. Why did
ED bring up this statement af-
ter a year-and-a-half? BJP has
understood that putting Kejri-
wal in jail will not erush the
party and it is preparing 2-3
more leaders (to send tojail).”

In its application, ED said
that Kejriwal had questioned
the authenticity of the digital
evidenceshown to himand did
not reveal passwords, which
would hamper evidence col-
lection and also showed his
“non-cooperation”,

The agency said the CM also

qmcﬂ the investigation of
e

WHAT THE COURT SAID

Since the investigation...is stated to be pending qua role of the arrestee, for unearthing
the further proceeds of crime and identifying the other person who may be involved or
Il April 15

WHAT ED SAID

cooperation of the arrestee

connected, the accused is remanded to judicial custody ti

Kejriwal is highly influential and

there is every likelihood he will
influence the witnesses and tamper with
the evidence, if released, which may
hamper the ongoing investigation

@8 Kejriwal told investigators co-accused
Vijay Nair reported to AAP ministers
Atishi and Saurabh Bharadwaj, not him

&6 The arrestee has not answered
questions posed to him by questioning
the authenticity of digital evidence
shown to him. The arrestee also did not
reveal the passwords of his digital
devices, which inhibits the evidence
collection and also shows the non-

& It is clear that a senior functionary
like Vijay Nair, who closely worked with
the arrestee, wouldn't be able to assert
himself without the sanction and
approval of the head of the party. This is
also because the ultimate benefit of
these conspiracies/meetings was reaped
by the AAP in Goa election campaign

T 1
- Sa VAT

Photo: IANS

SUNITA KEJRIWAL
KEJRIWAL &6 He was questioned for
SAID (OUTSIDE | 11 days, the questioning
COURT) is complete. The court
@& Whatever | has not declared him guilty.
PM (Narendra | Why has he been put in jail? They
Modi) is doing | (BJP) have only one objective -- to put
is not good for | him in jail ahead of Lok Sabha polls.
the country The country's people will give a reply
to this dictatorship

WHAT BJP’s VIRENDRA SACHDEVA SAID

@& If Kejriwal has even a little bit of political
dignity and is concerned about public work then
he should immediately resign

claimed he was unaware when
shown evidence of more than 10
meetings Nair had with the oth-
erco-accused in the liquor busi-
ness, includingliguor manufac-
turers, wholesalers, retailers
and even middlemen like Di-
nesh Arora and Abhishek Boin-
pally. He was asked to explain
the authority under which Nair
attended these meetings.

“It 1s clear that a senior
functionary like Vijay Nair
who closely worked with the
arrestee wouldn't be able to as-
sert himself without the sanc-
tion and approval of the head
of the party This is also be-
cause the ultimate benefit of
these conspiracies/meetings
was reaped by AAP in the Goa
election campaign,” ED said.

It claimed that Kejriwal
was shown evidence of hawa-
la transfers to the tune of
about Rs 45 crore which was
corroborated with CDR (call
details record) locations, call
records, ['T-seized data of aha-
wala firm in Goa, proof of
payments being done and
WhatsApp (messages) show-
ing this arrangement.

The agency claimed that
the CM was also shown multi-
ple statements of witnesses
who worked on the AAP cam-
paign in Goa and who had re-
ceived cash from one Chan-
preet Singh who was working
for the campaign. He had col-
lected and facilitated collection
of Rs 45 crore in cash through
hawala and also received Rs
2.20,340 directly in his bank ac-
count from AAR ED claimed.

The agency alleged that
Kejriwal said he was unaware
of all this and even gave false
and contrary evidence vis-a-
vis other members of AAP
When confronted with the
statements given by his own
party leaders, he called them
“confused”, said ED.

ED gave the example of na-
tional treasurer of AAP N D
Gupta (Rajva Sabha MP) who
had in his statement said that
Kejriwal as national convener
of the party appoints the state
election in-charge/prabhari
who 1s supposed to manage all
poll campaign-related matters.
In the case of Goa elections,
Durgesh Pathak was the man.

Meanwhile, Kejriwal
moved applications seeking
permission to have a special
diet, medicines, books and a
religious locket which he was
wearing. The court granted
these requests. It also asked
thejail authoritiesto providea
table and chair, besides other
things as per the jail manual.

Permitting the CM to carry
devices, such as sugar sensor
and glucometer, the court direct-
ed the prison authorities to pro-
vide him with laxatives, glucose,
toffees and banana, in case of a
sudden fall in his sugar levels.

Kejriwal moved another ap-
plication seeking directions to
the jail authorities to allow him
to use his own matiress, bed
sheet, two pillows and quilt. The
court acceded to his request. He
was also allowed to bring his
own spectacles. The court fur-
ther directed that the blood
pressure and sugar levels of the
CM be regularly monitored.

The books Kejriwal sought
were Bhagavad Gita, Ramaya-
na and ‘How Prime Ministers
Decide’ authored by senior
journalist Neerja Chowdhury,

Country will
give reply to

‘ [ | | !
dictatorship

New Delhi: After chief mini-
ster Arvind Kejriwal was re-
manded to 15-day judicial cus-
tody by a special Rouse Avenue
court, his wife, Sunita, ques-
tioned the logic of the ruling.
Talking to reporters outside the
courtroom, Sunita said, “If the
nvestigation was over, why has
he (Arvind Kejriwal) been sent
tojail? The peopleof the country
will give answer to this dicta-
torship.” She added: “He was qu-
estioned for 11 days and the court
did not say he was an accused.”

While walking out of the
courtroom, Kejriwal said:
“Whatever the PM is doing is
not good for the country.™

Addressing a press confe-
rence later, AAP leader Jasmi-
ne Shah alleged that Enforce-
ment Directorate had adopted
a two-pronged strategy — ke-
ep Keiriwal away fromcampa-
igning in elections and topple
AAP govt by poaching its
MLAs. Shah claimed that ED
did not give any statement on
what evidence or leads it got
from questioning Kejriwal.

“They (ED) questioned
him for1l days and still did not
find any evidence against
him. They could have released
him now. But their aim was
never to question him, their
main objective was to put Ar-
vind Kejriwal behind bars,”
Shah alleged. The AAP leader
said ED and BJP had been
conspiring against Kejriwal
tostop himfrom campaigning
so that AAP didn't perform
well in the election.

Delhi BJP president Vi-
rendra Sachdeva, however, al-
leged that Atishi and Saurabh
Bhardwaj were looking after
AAP's campaign in Goaduring
theassemblyelections. “We ho-
pe that when they are summeo-
ned, AAP will not claim that
these two ministers were inno-
cent,” Sachdeva said. Terming
Kejriwal’s judicial custody as
“the victory of truth”, Sachde-
va said the CM should immedi-
ately resign if was concerned
about the public work.

Your Medicines, Diapers,
Moisturizers and More...

Delivered in

2-Hour

Else Get Guaranteed Cashback’

AAP govt faces challenge
of keeping files moving

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With chief mini-
ster Arvind Kejriwal reman-
ded injudicial custody for15da-
vs by a lower court, Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) govt now faces
the challenge of running routi-
ne governance in his absence.

Though Kejriwal does not
held any portfolio, officials sa-
id there are certain files that
are moved only through CM.
While the ministers concerned
have been currently holding
up all such files, sources confir-
med the party will now have to
take a decision on how to pro-
cess them further to ensure go-
vernance does not suffer:

Arrested by Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on March 21
in a money laundering case
linked to the now-scrapped
Delhi excise policy, Kejriwal
was sent to judicial custody
till April 15 by Rouse Avenue
court on Monday,

Though AAP has maintai-
ned that Kejriwal will not re-
sign and continue to remain
CM despite his incarceration,
practical difficulties in run-
ning his office would remain.
The order of the special judge
on Mondayv did not mention if
Kejriwal was permitted to me-
et his ministers, officers or
staff during his judicial custo-

Though CM

Arvind Kejriwal
does not hold any
portfolio, officials
say there are certain
files that are moved
only through CM

dy or was allowed to get official
files in his cell to allow him to
study and dispose of them.

As per the Govt of NCT of
Delhi Act, 1991 and Transac-
tion of Business Rules, all fi-
les received or sent to central
govt and lieutenant governor
are routed through chief mi-
nister. CM heads the council
of ministers and communica-
tes to LG all decisions of the
cabinet, apart from sharing
information relating to the
administration of the affairs
of the national capital.

A senior Delhigovtofficial
said all such files that require
chief minister to take a look
and give his opinion had been
held up by the ministersof the
departments concerned since
the day Kejriwal had been
arrested by ED.

“We are still contempla-
ting how to go about with the
governance aspect. We hope
to get permission from the co-
urt to send the related files

and documents to CM on need
basis,” said an AAP functio-
nary, requesting anonymity.

“We are also expecting to
get permission for video-con-
ferencing with chief mini-
ster,” the functionary added.

No major decisions are lik-
ely to be taken in cabinet mee-
tings due to the model code of
conduct in the country in view
of the Lok Sabha elections. The
National Capital Civil Service
Authority has also not met sin-
ce Sept last vear and several
proposals related to transfer
and postings and disciplinary
action against Group A officers
are pending with the panel.

According to an official,
since Kejriwal does not hold
any portfolio, routine work of
any department was unlikely
to be affected in the short run.
While the law has no issues,
there could be restrictions on
Kejriwal meeting specific
number of people within the
stipulated period.

“As per the Constitution,
CM hastotakecallsoncritical
issues related to governance
and polices, How he will deal
with these while being in jail
will have to be seen. There is
nothing like work from jail as
there is a cap on persons who
can meet an inmate and the ti-
me allowed for it,” he said.
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| AM A MOTHER.
| WON'T ABUSE.

HOW CAN YOU PREVENT ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE (AMR)
Use antibiotic only when prescribed by a doctor | Always complete your antibiotic course,

even if you feel better | Don’t share your antibiotics with others | Never use leftover antibiotic

| AM RESPONSIBLE.

Self-medication with antibiotics may lead to

the development of Antimicrobial

Resistance, wherein antibiotics lose their
effectiveness. As a result, one may stay ill for
longer or in life-threatening situations,

antibiotics may not work at all.

As a responsible mother, | will not give my
child the antibiotics prescribed for me.

| self pledge to stop the abuse of antibiotics.

#TimeToFightAMR
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Lover, her husband kill man, bury 6

body in sewage pit in central Delhi

Tines NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A 35-yvear-old man was murdered
and his body buried in a sewage pit in central
Delhi's Anand Parbat, cops said on Monday.
The deceased was identified as Madhav Singh,
alabourer who worked at a factorw

A missing complaint for Singh was registe-
red at Anand Parbat police station. Acting on
the complaint, police searched his house and
seized his phone. They discovered that Singh
had an illicit affair with a woman named Jyoti
who, they surmised, could have been involved
in Singh’s murder,

Police then visited the woman’s house, but
it was locked. However, when the cops mana-
ged to get inside, they felt that there was somet-

hing wrong. Upon looking closely, police found
Singh's body had been buried in a sewage pitin
their house, Forensic teams examined the sce-
ne of the crime, after which the body was sent
for a postmortem.

Jyoti and her husband, Lekhpal, were ar-
rested in connection with the case. During in-
terrogation, the couple disclosed the involve-
ment of another man named Surjeet in the
murder, who was also arrested.

The accused persons disclosed that the de-
ceased had been in an illicit relationship with
Jyoti. The couple told cops that on the morning
of March 25, they called Singh to their house
with a plan. When Singh came, he was beaten
todeath, and hisbody was disposed of in the se-
wage pit. The trio then fled the area.
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PAYING HOMAGE TOTHE DEFARTED SOUL

In Loving Memeony of St Vijay Kaul
[t 1s with protound sadness that we bid farewell to our dearest
Shri Vijay Kaul, the chenshed son of Moulal Kaul, from Rainawari, Srinagar.
On March 28th, 2024, he embarked on his journey to the heavenly realms
trom Lal Kuan, Uttarakhand.

SHRI VIJAY KAUL

A beacon of dedicanon and excellence, he served with unwavering commitment as
the CEO of Century Paper and Pulp in Lal Kuan, Uttarakhand. His departure leaves
an irreplaceable void in our lives, vet his legacy of love and kindness will forever illuminate
our path. A man whose infectious laughter & positive spint radiated people’s lives.

As we gather to honor his memory, let us take solace in the profound impact he made
on all who were blessed to know him.

——— A i e —

Less Crowded’; Kejriwal Housed
In Jail No. 2, Meant For Convicts

After 2011 And 2014, This Is Third Time He Will Be Staying In Tihar Prison

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A cell measuring
14 feet x 8 feet in Tihar's Jail's
No. 2 is CM Arvind Kejri-
wal's home for the next two
weeks. He was sent into judi-
cial custody on Monday, The
cell has anattached toilet and
18 located in the ‘general
area’ of the prison meant for
convicts. Housing around
600 individuals, the complex
is less crowded than the jails
meant for under-trial priso-
ners and has thus been cho-
sen to house Kejriwal,

Kejriwal, who enjoys Z+
security cover because of the
threat perception on his life,
will be guarded by four per-
sonnel round the clock in
shifts. He will be staying alo-
ne to ensure his security A
CCTV camera will monitor
his wellbeing at all times, a
jail officer said.

The prison authorities
held several meetings with
the prison staff about the se-
curity measures in Kejri-
wal's cell and the nature of
convicts are housed in neigh-
bouring cells. “The jail staff
have been directed to moni-
tor CCTV cameras outside
his cell 24/7. They have been
instructed to alert senior of-
ficers of any suspicious mo-
vements,” the officer added.
The guick response team has
been asked to be on alert and
will be posted in the cell’s
proximity to avert any unto-
ward incident.

Kejriwal went to his cell
around 6pm on Monday after
completing the formalities
and undergoing a medical
check-up. He was given a
‘mulahija kit, which has es-
sential items of daily use be-

Photos: Piyal Bhattacha

s PTI

WAIKE-UP CALL AT 6.30AM, CAN HAVE HOME-COOKED FOOD

Arvind Kejriwal | Jail No 2

Meant for convicts

> Usually, undertrials are in
the crowded jail 5

» Convict jails are less
populated

Routine in jail

Morning wakeup call %
6.30am

Breakfast Tea and bread

or as advised

Lunch Around 11am

» Dal, a sabzi and

five rotis/rice or
home-cooked food
» Back to cell (noon-3pm)

WHAT CM CAN DO conditions, Kejriwal will be
» Watch TV in free time, undergoing regular medical
Around two dozen channels, checkup

including news, sport and
entertainment, accessible

» Being diabetic and other |

Jail no. 1 Jail no. 7

> Meet family members
twice a week, list to be
cleared prior by authorities

3.30-4pm Snacks (tea/biscuit)

> Meet lawyers around 4pm

Dinner 5.30-6pm

7pm Locked up for night CM being taken to Tihar
Access on request Where are other AAP leaders lodged | Other liquor scam
> Copies of Ramayana, o ; - accused

Bhagavad Gita ‘;% @ K mmﬂ
T | o AR Al "V
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sides the books he had asked
for, including How Prime Mi-
nisters Decide by journalist
Neerja Chowdhury, the Gita
and Ramayana. The belong-
ings of the inmates are confi-
scated upon arrival, but Kej-
riwal was allowed to retain a
locket he had requested the
court for.

A jail source stated that
one or two jail staff will ac-
company Kejriwal whenever
he goes for treatment or to
purchase something from

AN OFFICER SAYS

The jail staff have been directed to monitor CCTV
cameras outside the chief minister's cell 24/7. They
have been instructed to alert senior officers of any

suspicious movements

the jail canteen to prevent
any incident. “When he exits
the cell, jail staff will be in-
formed in advance so they
can conduct a security check
of theareaand therouteheis

to take,” the source added.

CM’s healtheare will also
be a priority. Doctors and me-
dical staff will be available
around the clock to address
any emergencies,

The cell has a TV besides
a raised cement platform.
The jail authorities gave Kej-
riwal a sheet, a pillow and a
blanket upon arrival besides
two bucketsandajugasrequ-
ired under the jail manual.
Kejriwal, sources said, gave
six names inthelistof people
who could meet him in jail.
Apart from his wife and two
children, he named three fri-
ends, one of whom was San-
deep Pathak.

The Tihar administra-
tion opened a bank account
for the CM upon his arrival.
His family can deposit mo-
ney in it for him to buy things
like bhiscuits, salad, tooth-
brush, toothpaste and fruits
from the jail canteen. Regar-
ding his food routine, sour-
ces said that being diabetic,
Kejriwal might not be given
the usual jail food consisting
of dal, roti, rice and vegetab-
les and may be allowed home-
cooked food. He will be given
tea, biscuits and bread for
breakfast and snacks.

This isn't the first time
that the CM will be staying in
Tihar Jail. It 1s his third stay
in the jail. Kejriwal was first
lodged in Tihar in 2011 after
beingarrestedalong with An-
na Hazare and others. He was
remanded for seven dayvs in
judicial custody following his
arrest in Delhi ahead of his
protest fast over the Lokpal
Bill. His second visit to Tihar
was in 2014 when he was ar-
rested and remanded in judi-
cial custody by a local court
for refusing to furnish a bail
hond of Rs 10,000 in a defama-
tion case filed by BJP leader
Nitin Gadkari. Both visits
were, however, cut short after
he approached the courts.

Cremanon Ceremony Dietals:
3™ April, Wednesday at 4 PM,

Vadmwadi Crematormum, Race Course, Vadodara

ED: Not giving CM any ED acting like persecuting

Besana: 5 . - Y
|
ot Vi R A G O infra for passine orders agency: Kavitha’s ]awyer
HL. Party Plot Hall, Vasna Road, Vadodara
— e § > — Times News NeTwork sions on both final as well as inte-
. . - Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com rim bail and that even it the inte-
In Grief, Yet With Endless Love: ED COUNSEL 5AYS New Delhi; Bharativa Rashtra rimrelief is granted or denied, the
Mrs. Pravina Kaul (Beloved Wife) - 9833077359 New Delhi: Delhi High Court on Mon- o ’ Samiti leader K Kavitha on Mon- final relief remains open. The se-
Mis Shil | Mr. Ga {BEK oD ) Firmehi i G day asked Enforcement Directorate WE'E_“'E not pm“d“!g him any day told a Delhi court that the En-  nior counsel told the court that Ka-
‘ . rs. ohilpa ﬂ'_-l“ tviL ”m aul ( EUI?E teL-1n- "1_': and don) _ (ED) to apprise the trial court about the Stilhﬂllﬂl'-_'l'he petitioner’s i forcement Directorate is acting vitha hasdeep roots in society and
Mrs. Shilpa and Mr. Siddharth Kaul (Daughter-in-law and Son) - 9833192285 agency’s stand on the matter of chief _ﬂIJIJI'EhEIEI"HI or understanding like a “persecuting agency” with  that she could not be treated as a
Mirs. Rajdulari and Mr. H..Kaul (Aunty and Uncle), minister Arvind Kejriwal issuing or- is that the Enforcement no fairness or impartiality, common criminal or a gangster,
2 Z : : : ders on governance from custody, Directorate has provided Kavithaisinjudicial custody in ED’s special standing counsel
Mrs. Sunita and Mr. V |@dt:r l:““”J (Bhabhi and Brother) - 9419181918 “Tell us, is he passing ordersincus-  apparatus and infrastructure to the alleged liquor scam case. Se-  Zoheb Hossain, opposing Singhvi’s
Ms. Vanshika Kaul (Treasured Daughter) tody?” a bench of acting Chief Justice the chief minister, but this is nior advocate Abhishek Manu submissions, said that the manner
Simran and Hrhaan Kaul (Adored Grandchildren) Manmohan and Justice Manmeet P 5 not the case Singhviwasappearing for Kavitha in which Singhvi was proceeding

Arora asked the counsel appearing for
ED while hearing a PIL that sought di-
rections to prevent Kejriwal from issu-
ing orders in his capacity as CM while
in custody, contending it was against
thelegal framework.

In response, the counsel said that the
agency is examining the issue raised in
the petition and was not provi-
ding any infrastructure to CM to
enable him to pass orders.

“We are not providing him
any stationery The petitioner’s

before the court of special judge
Kaveri Baweja that was
hearing her bail plea in
the matter

“ED is not acting as a
prosecuting agency but
as a persecuting agen-
cv...There is no fairness
or impartiality. The pro-
be is totally motivated.
They say either we will
arrestvouorif Idon'tar-
rest you, I will play the game of cat

was peculiar as he was arguing for
both interim and final
bail plea. “You can't ha-
ve yvour cake and eat it
too. Today, we had to ar-
gue just on interim ba-
il," Hossain added.

ED said Kavitha had
mentioned interim rea-
s0ns, such as her son's
examinations asamong
the grounds for the inte-
rim bail, and Singhvi could not

Mrs. Purnima and Mr. Roop Kaul (Sister-in-law and Brother)
Mrs Vijeta and Mr. Pratap Kaul (Nephew)

titioneror on merits of the allegations.

“This court directs respondent no. 2
{ED)tobring its contents/note to the no-
tice of the said judge who is directed to
pass an order in accordance with law, if
required,” the bench said.

The PIL was strongly opposed by se-
nior advocate Rahul Mehra, who ques-
tioned the locus of the petitioner to be
involved in the matter. Mehra said ED

From the entire extended family of Chaman's, Kaul's, Shishoo's, Sinha's
& Waza's,
May his memory forever shine brightly in our hearts.
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In Loving Memory of apprehension or understanding was capable enough to deal with the andmouse,” Singhvisubmitted. canvass theentire grounds for bail.
isthat EDhasprovided apparatus  matter and pointed out that it was the Referringto EIYsrepeatedsum-  “They cannot canvass the regular
Smt Kaushalya Sawhney and infrastructuretoCM, butthis  third such petition filed before HC. mons to Kavitha, he quipped thata  bail and then ask for interim relief-

“What is the basis of this apprehen-
sion? The petitioner must show some
material to invoke the court’s writ juris-

is not the case, We have not provi-
ded anything to him. We have do-
ne some investigation,” the coun-

summons aday keeps ED happy.
Singhvi is yet to conclude his
arguments in the matter, which

...He should argue either the final
bail or restrict himself only to inte-

rim,"” Hossain said.

(16.05.1922 - 02.04.2014)

Mataji. Ten years have

Flease join us for a

Shanti Paath

Lo

passed without vou
around. But vou always
remain in our hearts.
Inder - Yash, Chander -
Parshotam, Kiran, Naresh- Punam, Neeraj,
Pran. # 9811012086

Celebrate the lite of our beloved

Smt. Uma Khatri

Basant Lal Bhatri)

Cn 2 April, 2024 from Ipm=dpm
Venue: Mata Mandir, Mata Mandir Road,
Mew Friends Colony, Mew Delhi

(wie Late Shi

Fondly remembered by: Khatri Famiky

In fond memory of
Shri Ashok Lakhanpal

(Retd. Chief Engineer.
AIR & Doordarshan)
Your memories are a
treasure vou are loved
> and missed.

Ashok-Malini, Anil-Meera, Akshay-Aashima, Sidharth-
Mirali-Maahira, Ankita-Anya
Contare: +8{ PRI 747595

EB-: nof u_llrme,
anfy believe. |
Ehuis pake Christ

sel informed the court. He added
that in case the “process has been
misused by wayv of ‘mulakat’, it
will have to be looked into™.

He also conceded that it is
“not disputed that an order has
been passed by him in custody™”.

Thecourtthendirected ED to
place its status report before the
concerned special judge dealing
with the excise policy-linked
money laundering case in
which CM was arrested. The co-
urt added that the judge may
pass an order, if required, even
asitclarified it has not commen-
ted on the locus standi of the pe-

diction. This will open a Pandora's box.
ED is well-equipped, 1t does not need
anvone's assistance in this. How is this
third party coming in and interfering?”
Mehraargued.

The petitioner, Surjit Singh Yadav,
argued that such orders being issued by
Kejriwal in the capacity as chief mini-
ster were against the legal framework
as well as the principle of fair and pro-
perinvestigation. The plea alsosoughta
direction to ED not to provide a typist,
computer and printer to Kejriwal.

Earlier, Yadav had filed a separate
PIL seeking Kejriwal's removal from
chief minister’s post following his ar-
rest. The plea wasrejected by the court.

will be heard next on April 4.

Meanwhile, advocate Nitesh
Rana, also appearing for Kavitha,
requested the court toallow her ac-
cess to home-cooked food, books.
sportsshoes and prayer beads whi-
leshe is injail. The court, however,
said it would consider the BRS lea-
der’srequest for home-cooked food
only if there was a prescription
prescribingthesame, asitisnotal-
lowed otherwise. The court furt-
her stated that authorities have in-
formed it that home-cooked meals
are not permitted.

singhvi submitted before the
court that he was making submis-

ED had earlier submitted its re-
plies hefore the court on both the
interim and final bail plea.

Singhvistated that there wasno
necessity to arrest Kavitha in the
excise case as Arun Pillai (an accu-
sed in the case) had retracted a in-
criminating statementagainst her.

The senior counsel further said
that ED is a “super empire” and
“beyond the court, the country and
the Constitution.” ED acted in un-
fair manner as it went back on an
undertaking given before the Su-
preme Court to not take any coerci-
ve steps against Kavitha for the ti-
me-being, he alleged.

MADHU LAKHANPAL & CHILDREN

The silent joy of remembering a loved one.
The moments you shared together.
Little moments that make life beautiful.

Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours.
Colleagues. With all those whose lives

the departed Soul has touched. Because while life goes on,

when you share memaories, they stay on forever.
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BJP attacks Kejriwal, says he is first to
continue as CM despite being arrested

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: BJP on Monday
slammed AAPfortryingtoraise
a “bogey of victimhood”™ in sup-
port of Delhichief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal, and said the or-
derof acourtheretosendhimto
jall was based on “concrete” evi-
dence. Takingadigat the INDIA
bloc’s rally that was held in Del-
hion Sunday, BJP spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi alleged it
was a gathering of corrupt par-
ties, not to save democracy as
projected but to save family and
hide corruption.

Trivedi said Kejriwal's deci-
sion to continue as chief mini-
ster despite being arrested ma-
de him the first such CM and he
had gone past Lalu Prasad, who
had resigned and installed his
wife, Rabri Devi, as CM before
the CBI arrested him in the fod-

ing to jail, but Keiriwal has not
resigned vet,” he added.

Referring to media reports
that Kejriwal had mentioned that
the prime accused, Vijay Nair
used toreport to ministers Atishi
and Saurabh Bharadwaj, Trivedi
said, “Delhi govt's situation is be-
coming clearer and clearer: It has
to be seen if Kejriwal resigns or
headstowards a new politics.”

BJP leader Bansuri Swaraj
said that “Aam Aadmi Party
should tell people whether CM
Arvind Kejriwal's wife Sunita
Kejriwal was now officially the
chief minister as she was using
the chief minister’s chair to gi-
vemessages”, Shewasreferring
fo the digital press conferences
done by the CM's wife.

She said, “Aam Aadmi Party
should also tell why their lea-
ders were not getting bail in the
liquor scam case.”

times, why didn't Kejriwal appe-
ar ? Did he want the case to linger
untiltheelectionssothat hecould
play the victim card on arrest.”

Targeting the INIDA bloc,
she alleged, “There is no allian-
ce, it is an internal fraud. Whet-
her it was Trinamool, Aam Aad-
mi Party, or the Communists,
they all seem to be deceiving
Congress because all three did
notgiveasingleseat to Congress
in their power states of Bengal,
Punjaband Kerala.”

Swaraj said, “Yesterday, in-
stead of a rally in Ramlila Mai-
dan, we saw a show of corrup-
tion, where everyone saw that
most of the chairs were empty,
indicating that thisrally did not
receive public support.”

She claimed that the purpose
of this rally was to justify their
corruption, and it was now clear
that the alliance was based on

any issue or ideologyv in this alli-
ance, and there is absolutely no
coordination between the ideo-
logiesof Congress and AAER™

BJP leader Praveen Shankar
Kapoor said that the coordina-
tion between both the parties co-
uld be seen from the fact that
AAPdeclared theircandidatesa
month before and Congress in
Delhiwas vettofigureout itslist
of candidates,

The seat-sharing agreement
for the Lok Sabha polls between
the INDIA partners in Delhi —
AAP and Congress — has given
the former the opportunity to
contest four seats, for which it
has already declared its candida-
tes, and three to Congress, which
15 yet to announce its nominees.
AAP candidates will fight for the
New Delhi, South Delhi, West
Delhi and East Delhi seats, while
Congress will contest the Chand-

der scam cases in 2013, “At least
Lalu Prasad resigned before go-
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Posing questions to the party,
she said, “When summoned nine

self-interest of the partner parti-
es, “There is no coordination on

ni Chowl, North East Delhi and
North West Delhi constituencies.
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‘Non-release of
DJB funds’: SC
seeks finance
secy’s response

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court on
Monday sought the Delhi fi-
nance secretary’s response by
Friday tothe AAPgovt'sallega-
tion that of a budget of Rs6.505
crore approved by the assem-
bly for Delhi Jal Board, only Rs
4,578 crore, including Rs 760 on
March 31, had been released for
the 2023-24 financial year.

For the AAP govt, senior ad-
vocate A M Singhvi and advo-
cate Sadan Farasat said ever
since Parliament enacted a law
to nullify an SC fivejudge
bench’s ruling giving full cont-
rolover bureaucracy to the Del-
higovt, secretaries were not he-
eding the elected govt's orders
for release of funds. This was
causing serious problems in
maintaining water supplv and
the pipeline network in the ca-
pital city, they said.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud and
Justices J B Pardiwala and Ma-
noj Misrasaid it would ask thefi-
nance secretary on Friday why
the funds approved in the bud-
get were not released to DJB.

Appearing for the lieute-
nant governor, senior advocates
Mukul Rohatgi and Abhinav
Mukeriji told the bench that the
L had nothing todo with relea-
se of funds as the finance secre-
tary worked under the Delhi
govt and the minister for water
was the chairperson of DJB.

“Pleasedelete LG from thear-
ray of parties,” they requested.
However, the bench said the LG
wotld continue to be a party even
though itissued notice only to the
finance secretary of Delhi govt.

When Rohatgi mentioned that
the financial year had come to an
end, Farasat said this was the pre-
cise reason why Delhi govt had
wanted early hearing of its plea
and that the SC had assured that
even if the financial vear came to
an end, if the Kejriwal govt’s plea
was found genuine, it would order
release of fundsfor DJB.

Farasat said Rs 1,927 crore
had not been released and told
the court that Rs 760 crore was
released on the last day of thefi-
nancial year on March 31. He sa-
id a meeting was called by the
minister concerned to sort out
problems, if any, on release of
funds but because of the legisla-
tion taking away Delhi govt's
control over bureaucracy, secre-
taries of the water department
did not attend the meeting.
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ASI Plans To Dig Deeper For More
Historical Legacy At Purana Qila

GOING BACK IN TIME: Last Excavated Remains At Site From Kushan Period

Anuja.Jaiswal@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Archaeological Survey
of India({ASI) has planned to further ex-
cavate the Purana Qila site near the
Kunti temple which has so far revealed
historical legacy over 2,500 vears old.

The last excavated remains were
from the Kushan era. The excavated si-
te has been open to visitors and is pro-
tected with a bamboo shed. The shed
has been lined with tarpaulin to pro-
tect the site from rain.

On Sunday, many visited the site to
see the 2,500-yvear-old historical rema-
ins and clicked pictures. This was the
special attraction of an event organi-
sed by Sabhyata Foundations.

According to officials, the plan isto
expand the area for excavation to expo-
se different cultural layvers and showea-
se these to visitors.

Experts say that there are possibili-
ties of getting evidence of Sunga, Mau-
ryan, and pre-Mauryan periods. The
excavation is likely to start soon.

Selected artefacts — gold foil, ivory
sealing, copper coins, a tortoise amulet
of the Kushan period, copper wheel, Ga-
jalakshmi plaque of the Gupta period,
ivory locket of the Sultanate period —
were also displaved on the occasion to
show the rich cultural legacy of the site.

The fort on Mathura Road wasonce
the residence of the Mughal ruler Hu-
mayun. The fort is popularly known as

Tarun REwal

ra Road, is popularly known as Indraprastha or Pandavon ka Qila

Indraprasthaor Pandavon ka @ila. The
excavations that have happened under
the direction of Dr Vasant Kumar
Swarnkar have spanned over three sea-
sons — 2013-2014, 2017-2008 and 2022
2023 — and have vielded a plethora of
structures, antiquities and pottery.
The structural evidence that has be-
en found include a Mauryan period ring
well which consists of 22 rings of terra-
cotta along with two post holes, a Maury-
an period industrial set-up along with de-
bitage including slag, raw material and
beads made with semi-precious stones.

Sunga and Kushan period house
structures with brick walls and clay flo-
ors were also found. Rajput period
structures — a guard cell and a post ho-
le — have also been found.

Kushan period kilns, which were
used by potters, have also been found.

Apart from these structures, pain-
ted grey ware which is associated with
Mahabharata sites have been found. It
was used as tableware. Its colour ranges
from ash grey to slate. The potterv has
geometrical patterns in black paint.

MNorthern black polished ware is as-

The structural evidence that has
been found include a Mauryan
period ring well which consists
of 22 rings of terracotta along
with two post holes, a Mauryan
period industrial set-up along
with debitage including slag, raw
material and beads made with
semi-precious stones

sociated with the second urbanisation.
The pottery has a range of polishes
which can be gold-coloured as well. It is
considered to be deluxe ware. Black
slipped ware and grey ware were also
found during the Sunga period.

The excavation in recent times has
yielded a multitude of antiquities with
awide range of variety in it

Someof theantiquities include Vai-
kuntha Vishnu— this sculpture was in
the Rajput period. It is made of stone.

There are threefaces of Vishnu, hol-
dingachakra, shankh, and mace. There
1s adepiction of a Gadadeviaswell.

The Gajalakshmi plaque dates to
the Gupta period. It ismadeof terracot-
ta. Lakshmi is seated and is flanked by
two elephants on either side. Also, va-
rious types of beads made of semi-pre-
clous stones such as Jasper, Carnelian,
Agate, Aguamarine, Amethyst, Crys-
tal, Jade — were found as well.

HC seeks details of
land DDA earmarked
for developing forest

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Monday asked Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority (DDA) to
furnish details of the land
parcel the agency said it has
earmarked for developing a
50-acre forest in the capital.

Justice Jasmeet Singh as-
ked DDA tofile an affidavit, po-
inting out that such land sho-
uld be “sustainable™ after the
agency said it had identified a
pl-acre land in Madanpur Kha-
darof Yamuna Pushta zone.

“How can it be on a river-
bed? It will all wash away. You
have earlier taken the stand
that suchland can't be used. It
should be sustainable even
for a once in a decade flood si-
tuation,” the court said.

It asked DDA to share deta-
ils of the land and remarked
that “it should be able to with-
stand the fury of the river”, af-
ter lawyers Gautam Narayan
and Aditva N Prasad, appea-
ring as amici curiae to assist
the court, said the land propo-
sed for afforestation fell on the

‘amunariverbed and therefore
cannot be used for this purpose.

They maintained that acco-
untability must be fixed on the
authority for admittedly felling
trees without permission and
those concerned should not go
“seot free”. The court was dea-

ling with contempt procee-
dings against DDA over cutting
down of several trees in the So-
uthern Ridge without due per-
mission for constructing an
approach road near South Asi-
an University in Maidan Garhi.

The DDA counsel apologised
and said although the trees were
cut down, there was no “wilful
disobedience” as the field staff
“misconstrued” a Delhi govt no-
tification exempting around 4.9
hectares of the land from taking
approval of thetree officerasthe
final permission for felling. The
amici also said that instead of
DDA's proposal for afforestation
atanalternative plot, the agency
must be directed to carrv out
plantation at the spot where the
felling took place.

The high court, however,
disagreed. “Right or wrong,
the trees are gone. Restoring
the status quo ante will take
six-seven vears for trees to co-
me up. Today, they are giving
land for the development of a
forest. Those trees would be
kept there. We will give direc-
tions to the user agency. Un-
fortunately, the trees are go-
ne,” the bench added.

The court said DDA did not
“inspire confidence” and made
it clear that “nobody can touch
the ridge. Noteven Ridge Mana-
gement Board. It cannot grant
permission to cut the trees.”

Time for India to seek cultural rebalance in world: Jaishankar

Tarum Rawat

Anuja.Jaiswal@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After establis-
hing its place in the global po-
litical and economic arena
with a successful G20 presi-
dency, the time has come for
India to project its rich heri-
tage, civilisation and way of
lifeand bringabout acultural
rebalancing to undo the dis-
tortion of an era dominated
by a few countries or regions,
said Union external affairs
minister S Jaishankar

He was speaking at an
event organised at Purana
@ila on Sunday by Sabhyvata
Foundation, which took char-
ge of four of Delhi’s historic
monuments under the ‘Adopt
a Heritage 2.0" initiative. Sab-
hvata Foundation has been
entrusted with the upkeep
and promotion of Purana Qi-
la, Humayun's Tomb, Safdar-

jung’'s Tomb and Mehrauli
Archaeological Park.

Citing India’s G20 presi-
dency as an example of ‘politi-
cal and economic rebalancing’
in which India established it-
self as a world leader, Jaishan-
kar said, “The battle today is
for cultural rebalance — how
we recognise and present our
diversity to the world...” He
added that there was much
talk about a "rising Bharat”
butitwascrucialforindiansto
know themselves. “If we are
really to become a self-confi-
dent nation seeking to project
our civilisation’s power to the
world, we have to develop a
unique mindset, our own me-
taphors, our own situation
and, in fact, become more awa-
reof ourown history,” he said.

Jaishankar added that to
someone like him, who has
spent a large part of his life

(From left) Meenakshi Lekhi, 5 Jaishankar and Puneet Dalmia at Mahabharata musical play at Old Fort

abroad and was. therefore, fa-
miliar with many othertradi-
tions and cultures, there was

nothing that could really
compare with the epic Ma-
habharat, not just for its

JKCEMENT PRESENTS

complexity but also its rele-
vance to today’'s world.
Sabhyata Foundation, as

‘Smarak Saarthi’, willunder-
take the responsibility of en-
hancing visitor experience at
the four heritage sites, posi-
tioning them as must-visit
destinations. Its primary go-
alswill include increasing to-
urist footfall, enhancing
amenities and creating me-
morable experiences while
focusing on hygiene, accessi-
bility, safety and knowledge
atthe spots.

Puneet Dalmia, MD and
CEQ, Dalmia Bharat, said
monuments and cultural si-
tes are the heart of a nation’s
identity, shaping its history
and heritage. “I have heard a
lot of criticism about our he-
ritage infrastructure. ‘Look
how well things are presen-
ted overseas. We have so
much, but don't know how to
tell the story well’, This must
change. Citizens shouldn’t

have to criticise but collabo-
rate with govt and be part of
the solution,” said Dalmia,
recounting how, in 2018, ASI
and Union culture ministry
selected Dalmia Bharat as
‘Monument Mitra’ for Red
Fort in public-private part-
nership mode. “The Red Fort
experience 1s proof of con-
cept and needs to be scaled
up,” hesaid.

Junior culture minister
Meenakshi Lekhi said, “The
place where we are sitting to-
day is Indraprastha, capitalof
the Kuru Kingdom. Professor
BB Lal, who was the first di-
rector general of ASI, tried to
do research on the archaeolo-
gv ot ourepics and today they
can be seen in their true form.
The excavated sites show 10 la-
vers of different civilisa-
tions.” Lal excavated the Pu-
rana @ila site in 1951 and 1952,
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Oftered 25 crore to cross over,
says AAP MLA; BJP hits back

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Aam Aadmi Par-
ty’'s Kirari MLA Rituraj Jha
on Monday accused BJP of
offering him Rs 25 crore and
ministership if he agreed to
join the saffron fold with 10
other MLASs.

Jha made the allegation
during a special session of
the Delhi legislative assem-
blv, Jha claimed the BJP was
trying to “crush” the AAP-
led govt in the capital by re-
sorting to such tactics.

Responding to the allega-
tions, BJP MLA Vijender
Guptaaskedif Jhahadfileda
police complaint. “The AAP
MLAshavealleged adozen ti-
mes before that money was
offered to them. Levelling
such baseless charges using
the sanctity of the House is
not acceptable. How long will
voutell lies?” Gupta said.

Speaking in the Assem-
blv, Jha alleged that he was
attendingawedding in Bawa-
na on sunday when he was
approached by BJE

“There were some people
who were trying to approach
me over the phone for the last
3-4 days. When I reached the-

re at 9.15 pm, 3-4 people took
metoonesideandsaid if [did
not agree to their offer, Presi-
dent's Rule would be impo-
sed. You bring 10 MLAs and
we will give Rs 25 crore to
each one of you. You will be
made a minister in the BJP
govt," he alleged, adding that
BJP's Operation Lotus was
ontheroll again.

“Delhi chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal is the only lea-
der who has defeated PM Na-
rendra Modi four times in
Delhi— in 2013, 2015, 2020 As-
sembly elections and 2022
MCD polls, They (the BJP)
have started their cheap
trick once again,”" he said.

AAP legislator Somnath
Bhartisaid he will “tonsure™
his head and go house to hou-
se telling people how PM Mo-
diand the BJP had murdered
democracy if President's Ru-
le is imposed.

“A chief minister was ar-
rested on the statement of a
person who in his previous
3ix statements said nothing
against him. It was the duty
of the Election Commission
to ensure free and fair elec-
tions but it kept mum,” Bhar-
tisaid.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

SEE SECTION U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

DPI3TITINE/2024

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
(1) Mobin (2) Mohd. Danish, Slo Zakir Hussain, Rlo H.No.377,
Dhorrah, Mafir Medical Hospital Ke Paas, Chaaand Ki Chakki,
Aligargh, UP has committed (or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in Case Reg. No. FIR No.851/20215 U/s 498-A/406/34
IPC P.S. Jyoti Nagar, Delhi. and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the said accused (1) Mobin (2) Mohd.
Danish cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused (1) Mobin (2) Mohd. Danish has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused (1)
Mobin (2) Mohd. Danish of Case Reg. No. FIR No.851/20215 Uls
498-A/406/34 IPC P.S. Jyoti Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before
this Court to answer the said complaint on or before 02.05.2024

Metropolitan Magistrate (Mahila Court-03)
Room No. 08, Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

By Order
Nidhi Bala

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

SEE SECTION U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Frank, S/o Emal, R/lo Anambra State Nigeria, has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No.
376/2022 Uis 21 NDPS Act and 14A Foreigner Act., P.S.
Mohan Garden, Delhi. and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the said accused Frank cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said accused Frank has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that the said accused Frank of FIR No. 376/2022 U/s 21
NDPS Act and 14A Foreigner Act., P.S. Mohan Garden, Delhi. is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said complainton

The Malviyva Nagar
MLA said the BJP wanted
Kejriwal to resign but all of
Delhi was saving that he
should not quit.

The Assembly session
was adjourned till April 8
amid slogan-shouting by
AAP and BJP members. AAP
MLAs accused the BJP of
“extorting” Rs 60 crore thro-
ugh electoral bonds from
an accused in the excise poli-
cy case and sought a reply
from the BJE

The BJP MLAS, inrespon-
se, raised slogans against
AAP following which the
proceedings wereadjourned.

At a press conference la-
ter, AAP MLA Dilip Pandey
alleged that Kejriwal was ar-
rested only because BJP's at-
tempts to run Operation Lo-
tus had failed repeatedly.
AAP leader Jasmine Shah le-
velled the same charges in a
separate press conference.
He alleged that those who
had made the offer to the Ki-
rari MLA werenot senior lea-
ders of the BJP but the “lo-
wer-level functionaries”.

Delhi BJP chief spoke-
spersonand MLA Abhay Var-

ma called Jha's allegation a
“conspiracy to divert atten-
tion” from Kejriwal's ar-
rest. “Either MLA Rituraj
should disclose the name of
the person offering bribes
or be prepared to face legal
action.,”

Crucial Test For AAP Ahead
As Mayoral Elections Near

Polls Likely At April-End Even As CM Is In Judicial Custody

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The upcoming
MCD mayvoral election will
be a litmus test for AAP
which is facing crises of all
sorts with the arrest of chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal.

The election for mayor
and deputy mayor will hap-
pen at the first House mee-
ting in April. This time, elec-
tions are expected in the last
week of April. The mayor’s
post will be reserved for an
SC member.

Atatimewhen Kejriwal is
in judicial custody until mid-
April and two former mini-
sters facing a similar fate, it
might be a challenge for AAP
to Keep itsflock together,

AAP MLA and MCD in-
charge Durgesh Pathak said
the party hasaclear majority
and will definitely win the
mayoral election this time
too. “Idon’tthink thereisany
confusionover proving majo-
rity in the House. Ever since
we took over MCD, the situa-
tion has drastically changed,
such as for sanitation, dis-

File Photo

The mayor’s post will be reserved for an SC member

bursement of salaries, and
our commitment to attend to
residents’ complaints on the
311 app. People have witnes-
sed drastic changes in com-
parison to BJP’s tenures for
15 vears. In the coming vears
also, we are committed to
continuing development
work,” Pathak said.

During the first mavoral
election in Feb 2023, AAP clai-
med it held 151 councillor se-
ats, including 134 elected co-

uncillors along with 13 ML As,
3 MPs, and one independent
councillor supporting itscan-
didate. The BJP had 113 seats
in MCD, including 104 coun-
cillors, one independent, 7
MPs, and 1 MLA.

AAP’s Shelly Oberoi bag-
oed 150 votes, while the BJP's
mayoral nominee Rekha Gup-
ta got 116 votes, In the case of
the deputy mavor’s election,
AAP's Aaley Mohammad Ig-
bal got 147 votes, followed by

Bad air hits mental health,
causes anxiety, NGT told

Feeling anxious? Toxic

air could be to blame

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi health de-
partment has said that while
air pollution impacts mental
health, causing anxiety and
other problems, more India-
centric studies were needed.

Govt said this in a reply
submitted to the National
Green Tribunal. The reply ca-
me after the tribunal took a
suo motu cognisance of the
matter based on the TOI news
titled “Feeling anxious? Tox-
1c air could be to blame.” pub-
lished in Oct 2023.

Delhi govt quoted several
studies stating how adverse-
Iy pollution impacts mental
health, it sought more India-
oriented research.

“In India, where rapid in-
dustrialisation and urbani-
sation have led to increased
pollution, understanding
mental health implications
is particularly crucial...., Ex-
posure to various (tvpes of)
environmental pollution, in-
cluding air pollutants, heavy
metals, and noise pollution,

is associa-
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pacts,” the deputy secretary
of the health and family de-
partment of Delhigovt said.

The report cited several
studies In various journals
where findings suggested
that people living in areas
with high-level of air-pollu-
tion were twice as likely to be
diagnosed with depression
or more likelv to experience
symptoms of anxiety, irrita-
bility and restlessness,

“... Exposure to air pollu-
tion can increase level of
stress hormones... canlead to
problems with thinking, me-
mory, and learning.... A stu-
dv published in the journal
Environmental Health Per-
spectives found that people li-
ving in areas with high level
of air pollution were most
likely to be diagnosed with
psvchosis, a mental disorder
that causes a loss of contact
with reality,” the report said,
adding that factors such as li-
ving in high-rises, poor qua-
lity housing, and loud exte-
rior noise can increase psy-
chological distress and indi-
rectly affect mental health.

[t stated that air pollution
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has been found to significant-
Iv reduce subjective well-be-
ing, leading to a higher likeli-
hood of nervousness, depres-
sionand restlessness, Airpol-
Iution exposure is associated
with several neurobiological
changes such as increased in-
flammation, neuro degenera-
tion and oxidative stress.

The replv cited a World
Economic Forum report that
says “humans exposed to pol-
lution... experience changes
in brain regions that govern
emotion.... According to anot-
her research, children and
adolescents breathing pollu-
ted air display depressive
symptoms” andareat ahigher
risk of “suicidal behaviour”.

The studies suggest that
in India, environmental pol-
lutants, particularly air pol-
lutants “are linked to a range
of mental health issues”,
govt said. The “hot weather
may also worsen psychologi-
cal health in rural areas due
toeconomic stress,” it added,

Govt added that there is
need for studies from India
as the current ones were
“largely from the West”.

BJP's 116. This led to specula-
tion of crossvoting. In the
Congress' case, eight council-
lors abstained, and one con-
firmed participation in 2023.

In the second mayoral
election, which happened
twomonths after the first, the
BJP withdrew its candidates
minutes before the begin-
ning of the election. AAP’s
Oberoi and Igbal won.

BJP leaders have denied
nominating candidates for
the two posts this time. “Un-
like thefirstelection when the
Congress abstained from vo-
ting, thistime they will vote in
favour of AAP. Also, there is
no point in participating in
the election and fighting for
the mayoral post when AAP
hasfailed to bring any reform
in the operation and financial
condition of MCD. We will
continue to build pressure for
the formation of the standing
committee as there are many
financial decisions pending,”
the leader said.

The five-yvear term for the
reunified MCD began on Jan
6, 2023,

[.ove, date,

Geotagging
property date
now June 30

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi (MCD) has ex-
tended the deadline for geotag-
gingof propertieson its portal
till June 30. The move isaimed
at giving an opportunity to
taxpaverstosubmit all specifi-
cations of their properties.

“In continuation to the of-
fice order dated Feb 29 vide
which instructions were issu-
ed by the assessment and col-
lection department of MCD
regarding geotagging of all
properties under the jurisdic-
tion of MCD by March 31... it
has been decided to extend the
last date of geotagging of pro-
perties by taxpayers till June
30," anotification read.

So far, 3.5 lakh taxpavers
have geo-tagged their proper-
ties out of the nearly 13.3 lakh
people who paid their taxes
last time.

“It has come to the notice of
the corporation that a large
number of taxpavers were
unable togeo-tag their properti-
eson MCD portalduetovarious
technical glitches or other rea-
sons... If a taxpaver fails to geo-
tag their property; they cannot
avail the rebate on the lump
sum payment of tax by June 30
in the current financial yvear
2024-25." the notification added.

dhokha:

Man falls victim to
extortion plot, 5 held

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A 29-vear-old east
Delhiresident was seemingly
living a happy married life
until recently when he deci-
ded to explore his sexuality
and downloaded a dating app.
Hewas soon swipedrightbya
profile in the name of “really
relationship”. After afew con-
versations, the chats turned
intimate and soon the man be-
gantothink he had met the lo-
ve of his life. However, he had
little idea what he was in for.

The incident happened
on March 29, The man
reached a metro station
at 9pm to meet his date.
When they wereina
dingy lane at a faraway
spot, four people barged
into their car & started
filming the man nude

After weeks of sexting, Ra-
hul got his first date who was
supposedtomeet himatamet-
ro station in east Delhi. The
date came in a shining red car
and they went for a long drive.
Later, Rahul’s date parked the
car in a dingy lane and put a
cover on it. The act in the car
was recorded and soon Rahul
found himself in the midst of
an extortion ring. After being
blackmailed for davs, hefinal-
ly approached police who fi-
led an FIR and arrested five
people in the case,

Letter No. 875/613/49

Online tenders are invited on the website hitp://www.uktenders.gov.in, vide this office's letter
MNo. 711/613/37 dated 14.03.2024 & Corriegendum letter No. 815/613/46 dated 23.03.2024 for
Construction of Source and Treatment Augmentation Works of Haldwani-Kathgodam Water
Supply Scheme in Haldwani-Kathgodam Nagar Nigam Area under SPA Programme. Due to
some unavoidable reasons, the key dates of the above tender is modified as under:-

Office of the Superintending Engineer, Construction Circle

Uttarakhand Peyjal Nigam, Haldwani, Nainital, District- Nainital-263139

E-mail- sepeyjal_ntl@yahoo.co.in

Gorrigendum

Date: 01/04/2024

S.No.

Particulars

Key Dates as Published

Key Dates (Modified)

Date of Online Publication

01.04.2024 at 17:00 hrs

10.04.2024 at 17:00 hrs

Document download Start Date

02.04.2024 at 17:00 hrs

11.04,2024 at 10:00 hrs

Other terms & conditions shall remain unchanged.

Superintending Engineer
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New Delhi:

The incident happened on
March 29. The man reached
Nirman Vihar Metro Station
at 9pm to meet him. When
they were inthedark laneata
faraway spot, four people bar-
ged into their car and started
filming the man nude.

“After making the video,
one of the boys snatched my
phone from me. As socon as |
got out of the car, the boy 1 eca-
me with asked me togive him
Rs 20,000 and said that if you
don't give me the money, |
will make vour video viral on
social media,” the complai-
nant added. They forcefully
asked him for his phone's
password and said they wo-
uld return his phone after he
cave them the money.

The man later called the
blackmailers using his wife's
phone and tried to strike a de-
al. He eventually approached
the cops who then tracked the
location of his snatched cellp-
hone besides the location of
the phone which was being
used by the man’s date. The
accused were located and ar-
rested, said a seniorcop. They
were identified as Himanshu
Gupta (31), Gaurav Kashyap
(31), Shadab Anjum (23), Dee-
panshu Kumar (22) and Shis-
hant Kumar (23).

The accused told cops that
they used to target unsuspec-
ting people through the app
by making attractive profiles
and luring the prospective
victims, The cops are probing
the number of people they ha-
ve targeted.

Eight held for murder in north Delhi

A 26-vear-old man
was murdered and two people we-
re injured after they were stab-
bed by a group over objecting to
abuse innorth Delhi’s Burari. Po-
lice have arrested six people and

apprehended two juve-
niles in the case.

The accused were
identified as Umesh (23).
Lala(22), Chintu(23), Mo-
hit (19), Rohita(19), Sumit

Moticg inviting Quotation
1" Comigendum to e-NIT No

vide Tender ID. 2024_HSD_GE1795_

noars, B

Execulive Enginser, Kolkata Narth-1 Diva, HD

ENT O j A
F‘WD TENDEFI NOTICE

for the work of ;-

15 of 2023-24 §
vide Memo No, 275 e NIT dated 07.03.2024 of
the ExEfiitive Lrglnesr, Kolkats Maorth | Divisicn
1. Details §
may be had from the Notice Board, O/o the
undersigned on all working days within offics
Subbmission closing  (Onling)
12042004 up o 1L00am. [websiveshiipy//
whtendersgov.in). Sd-ARDHENDU SARKAR,

ICA-T7705(3)/2024

NGAI three times whereas the
]if-._...'-..*_...-.r-%

Executive Engineer, PW.D, North 24 Prgs §
Electrical Division invite online e-Tender §
“Temporary Electrical |
Infrastructure arrangement for |

(20) and two boys aged 17
vears. They are the resi-
dents of Bhalswa Dairy,
Police received a call
at 6 pmon March 26 regar-
ding the incident. One of
the victims identified as
Akhilesh Kumar(2gs), who
worked as a labourer, was
declared broughtdeadata
hospital. He was stabbed

injured were identified as
Chandan Kumar
Mantu Sharma.
Chandan told police
that they were working on

and

E s qﬂm‘{ Commissioning and DC RC for 118, 119,
or before 02.05.2024. Bh Bll’lgr‘:li?" r r}%ﬁ % Wﬁﬁ zozﬂziﬂzz i F | ACsand StrmngE Room & Counting Hall for | | H_[‘,{}E:tﬂit"u{:tiﬂﬂ '--IH—‘ _tﬂ H:?-
avna nalia NOTIFICATION FOR CONDUCT OF NATA-2024 100,101,115, 116, 118, 119, 120 ACs at | rit Vihar when two intoxi-
Spl Judge (NDPS) Court No.610 ot ORI Jecampuscl thedarsat covemment | | o109 boys on a miotorey:
DP/3805/DW/2024 Dwarka Court, Delhi THE REGISTRATION FOR NATA 2024 HAS COMMENCED FROM 1 = &\ o THER A High School FOR PARLIAMENT GENERAL | cle approached them., The

01.03.2024 AT WWW.NATA.IN. THE CANDIDATES DESIROUS TO TAKE

ELECTION 2024" NIT No:

bovs confronted the wor-

5T HeE e . , |
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE ADMISSION INTO 1ST YEAR OF 5-YEAR B.ARCH. DEGREE PROGRAM T [?EEEEIDE;Efzggif%égﬁigzﬁﬂgﬂ | | kerswithabusive langua-
ARE ADVISED TO REGISTER THEMSELVES FOR NATA-2024. FAE T =ran frae wem Bid Submission start date (Online):| | g6, questioning why they

29.03.2024, Bid Submission Closing date |
| (Online): 06.04.2024. Corrigendum |f §
any will be published website only. §
Details of NIT & tender documents may |
be downloaded frﬂ-rni
http://whtenders, gov.in 5d/- Exe .
Engineer, PW.D., North 24 Prgs EI|

| Division, A T'.I'?u:."|:l.|,2p2-ts

CORRIGENDUM
e-tender no. 02/Infra
(2nd Call) of 2023-2024
In tender ad published on
01.04 2024 vide e tender no.

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

were mixing cement and
dust by the roadside.
“Akhilesh and the
other labourers reques-
ted the boys to stop
using offensive langua-
e and leave the premi-
ses, The boys then left.
threatening retaliation.
Shortly after; the two bo-
vs returned with more
people and launched an

220 00 TFLIE Tl WG, A
nan AU g, fEwen -
282007

- dvvnlcgrfiagmail.com
T~ 0562-2605699
mofEofsofofo & wma e
ITAETET WA R R I
=y famm wRn e, 2022
mm31zmﬂ‘§maﬁqﬁ1mﬁga
W fuF 7w % faep faw el
HiTer o T AR % E
frdt wer &t fBeme & gfemw

Who can appear for NATA:

1) PASSED OR APPEARING IN 10+1 EXAMINATION WITH PCM SUBJECTS

i) PASSED OR APPEARING IN 10+2 EXAMINATION WITH PCM SUBJECTS

111) PASSED OR APPEARING IN 10+3 DIPLOMA EXAMINATION WITH MATHEMATICS

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused person namely Prem Singh S/o Sher
Singh R/o H.No. R-102, Gali No. 1, East Vinod
Nagar, Delhi has committed the offence vide FIR No.
294/16 u/s 323/341 IPC P.S. Madhu Vihar, Delhi and
it has been shown to my satisfaction that Prem
Singh has been absconded (or is concealing

VALIDITY OF NATA - 2024 SCORE:
Score shall be valid for two academic years from the year in which appeared.
Maximum attempts permitted per academic year: 03 nos.

himself to avoid the service of the said warrant). FOR ELIGIBILTY CRITERIAFOR ADMISSION TO B.ARCH AND LIST OF < P ﬁaﬂmmwfﬂ‘ 02/Infra (2nd Call) of 2023-2024, Efianl o thE b

Proclamation u/s 82 Cr.P.C. is hereby made that the INSTITUTIONS ADMITTING STUDENTS TO B.ARCH PROGRAMME BASED 2022 % WEW 3.1 & ¥En fitm f'ﬂas& fegd temporery 1¥ rers,” said deputy com-
' OMN NATA SCORE IS AVAILABLE ON WWW.NATA.IN o Fowa, nfrastructure Work CCTV, LS, y coi

Prem Singh accused of FIR No. 294/16 u/s 323/341 L e R e i Internet, PA System and projector missioner of police

FTiE B FrErT ERE F with screen and laptop etc in (north) Manoj Meena.

IPC P.S. Madhu Vihar, Delhi is required to appear For more Information contact: e e & P s 2 P place of erection of Pandal and “A case was registe:
before this Court to answer the said FIR on or before Empll= ramsism2N2s gmal.com: Help DeglcPhong: 06045549467 R e, 2022 % WEHEER Sl whtendors povin and the | | red and following an in-
01000 By Order: Sh. Udbhav Kumar Jain New Delhi - ﬁ?mT AP S e el B“E‘r";sm_ 21.111‘1:;“.?:11}.“1:3131;3&9{' T,;:
Metropolitan Magistrate-04, Dated: 31.03.2024 Registrar m“ﬂiﬁ;% i ; For District Magistrate sotis agpr::hm{md." the

Room No. 37, Shahdara, "" T & officer added. T

-,[1;- WWW HATAIN Cuﬁ-j?ﬂ[jﬁ'{"‘ﬁ'" AT

District Election Officer
Paschim Bardhaman

Karkardooma Court, Delhi

DP/3695/ED/24




THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 2024

TIMES CITY

7

Leopard Enters North Delhi
Village, Attacks Residents

8 Injured, Claim Police; Animal Later Locked In A Room And Tranquillised

Privangi Agarwal & Abhay | Tnw

New Delhi: A male adult leo- SPOTS OF BOTHER

THE RESCUE OP

» Leopard entered one of the - _ 2=
rooms of a house in Jagatpur =
village after injuring a few
people in the area, which has
a high population density

» The room, which opened

into another space with g
two smaller rooms on 3
either side, was latched

from outside by the

rescue team

» One veterinary doctor
with dart gun stationed
in each of the two small rooms

» The open space was
cordoned off and a thick net
was laid on the ground. The
net was being controlled by a
team stationed on the sunroof
of the house

» When the door was opened,
the leopard ran out and

was successfully darted by
one of the vets

pard created panic in Jagatpur
village in north Delhi on Mon-
day morning when it entered a
few houses and attacked some
people. Police claimed that
eight persons sustained injuri-
es, The animal was later locked
in a room it had entered and
then tranquillised by forest de-
partment personnel.

The leopard is suspected to
have strayved into the village
from the nearby Yamuna Bio-
diversitv Park, according tofo-
rest department officials. Ma-
naoj Meena, DCP (North), said
police received a call about the
cat being spotted on street No.
3 in Jagatpur at 6.14am and a
team reached the area and cor-
doned it off. They also warned
people not to venture out of
their houses,

The cops named the inju-
red people as Mahender, 35, Ni-
tin, 31, Pankaj, 20, Nasir; 20, Vi-
pin, 36, Aakash, 25, Satish, 61,
and Nishu, 30. They were ta-

T
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Jagatpur
village

-

.
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on CCTVs in the area

kentohospitalby thecopsand |y The animal has been shifted -
received treatment for deep to a rescue facility of the e e |
claw wounds.

Several videos of the inci- Torest deparbnent P, il 2. 7
dent surfaced on social media, Past sightings
and in one of them, the leopard i i :
was seen jumping onto the ter- Dec 2023 i‘ . pErmgne‘nt [‘ESIdEHtS of Asola | of three sighted at Asola,
raceof a building. » A juvenile leopard M4 Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary pugmarks recorded

Five hours after it was first killed in north Delhi's @ | Jan 2021 | Leopard caught on Dec 2016 | Leopard sighted

sighted, the leopard was tran-
quillised in the house of Vipin
Dedha. Nisha, Dedha's wife,
narrated, “Around 6.20am, [ left
home to visit a temple. I had he-
ard that a leopard was seen in
the village, sol locked the room
in which four children were sle-

Wazirpur after being hit by a
vehicle while crossing NH-44
» A leopard strayed into

Sainik Farms and was sighted |
several times, injured one -

2022 | Forest department
confirmed eight leopards as

CCTVs in Najafgarh

Feb 2019 | Locals reportedly
spotted a leopard at Tilpath
Valley Biodiversity Park

April 2018 | A leopard spotted |
near Air Force station in Narela |

March 2017 | A leopard family

- several times at Yamuna

. Biodiversity Park, pictures

- taken through camera traps,

- rescued and later released
into a forest in Uttarakhand

Dec 2015 | Leopard sightings
in Usmanpur

eping. I also closed the door of

SC: No pro-strike lawyer can
ask colleagues to stop work

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Maintaining the judiciary’s
allergy to strike by lawyers, the Supreme
Court on Monday said no advecate can en-
ter a courtroom and ask colleagues or jud-
ges to stop work in the name of a strike by
barassociation members.

During the suo motu proceedings initi-
ated against Gautam Budh Nagar bar as-
soclation president and secretary for
manhandling senior advocate Gaurav
Bhatia and lawyer Mushkan Gupta for ap-
pearing inacourton March 20 when thela-
wyers' association had called a strike, a
bench of Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justices J B Pardiwala and manoj
Misrasaid, *Noonecan enter a courtroom
and tell advocates ‘chalo niklo yahan se
(get out of here)".”

“Advocates have a right to protest but
not by stopping other lawyers from argu-
ing their cases or by preventing a judge
from discharging his judicial work,” the
bench said.

Intervening in the matter, SCBA pre-
sident Adish C Aggarwala said the offi-
ce bearers of the GBN bar association
were apologetic when he spoke to them
and requested for putting an end to the
proceedings.

Senior advocate Vikas Singh, who
had brought the unsavoury incident to
the court’s notice leading to the drawing
up of suo motu proceedings, said there
Was no remorse or apology expressed by
the bar body and contended that man-

Gang of burglars
busted, 3 arrested

Tines NEws NETWoORK

New Delhi: With the arrest of three people on Mon-
day, a gang was busted and a series of burglary cases
across South Delhi were solved. The accused were
identified as Ranjeet Soni (27), Sonu (25) and Sou-
rabh (24). Around 80 articles of gold, silver and dia-
mond ornaments valued at over one crore rupees we-

TIMES VIEW: protests are fundamental
to democracy. But they should not devolve
into bullying and badgering. The apex
court's observations are pertinent. One
hopes they are taken seriously.

handling of alawyer, appearing for a liti-
gant, isunacceptable,

The bench agreed and said, “Even if
they have apologised, we will take a se-
rious view of this incident. No lawyer
can enter the courtroom and ask advoca-
testodesist from presentingthecaseof a
litigant or the judge from discharging
hisduties.”

When Aggarwala said the striking la-
wvers can request other advocates not to
appear incourt, thebench said, “Thelawy-
ers have no right to make such a request.
The district judge in his report says that
lawyers entered his courtroom and asked
other lawvers to leave. Lawvers have other
legitimate ways to protest without disrup-
ting judicial work.”

The bench took note of the DJ's report
that the CCTV footage of theugly incident
could not be preserved as none of the ca-
meras werefunctional.

The district judge said that despite re-
peated letters written by the Allahabad
HC to the state govt for providing funds to
maintainthe CCTVs, nograntforthis has
been sanctioned. The bench sought the
UP govt'sresponse as to why funds for ma-
intaining the CCTVs in the district co-
urts of the state had not been sanctioned.
It posted the matter for further hearing
on April 8.

BJP: System to
register property
docus ‘big scam’

Tives News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi BJP spoke-
sperson Praveen Shankar Ka-
poor on Monday alleged that
National Generic Document
Registration System introdu-
ced by Delhi govt to streamli-
ne the system of registering
property documents was tur-
ning into a *big scam”. Kapo-
or alleged that with the imple-
mentation of NGDRS, govt al-
lowed people to book a slot at
the sub-registrar office for re-
gistration of sale deeds, wills
and 25 other such documents.

“Now, one can book a slot
for the registrv of documents
online. Since there are a limi-
ted number of slots, the wai-
ting list has gone up to 1-2
months at some sub-registrar
offices,” Kapoor explained.

“Misusing the system, so-
me people book slots for regi-
stration of will. In case some-
body has tourgently registera
sale deed, the slot is sold for
thousandsof rupees, Theman
whooriginally booked the slot
just has to use the revert but-
ton on the portal to change all
details of the applicant inclu-
ding name, address and the
document that needs to be re-
gistered,” BJP leader alleged.

Delhi govt didn’t react to
the allegations.

NORTHERN RAILWAY =

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

#=wriplphabey

Electrical work in connection with provision of RGMTrack

Name of 30-ELECT-01-T-2024-25-E3
work and
its location:- | machine siding over Delhi Division.

Approx cost of the works in ;-

Rs.122.92 lacs

Address of the office :-

Sr. Divil Elect. Engineer/General, New Delhi.

Bid Security:-

Rs. 211500.00

Date & time of submission of tender ;-

30.04.2024,12.00 Hrs.

Opening of tender :-

30.04.2024, 12.00 Hrs.

Website & notice board ;-

www.ireps.gov.in &
&r. Divl. Elect. Engineer/General, New Dealhi,

the verandah. But when I wasat
the temple, I learnt that the leo-
pard had entered my house.”

The leopard had gone into
the room next to the one in
which the children were slee-
ping. “My husband and brot-
her-in-law, Nitin, were both in-
jured by the leopard. We pa-
nicked about the children.
Thankfully, the rescue team
locked the door of the room
that the leopard had entered
and we brought the children
out,” said Nisha.

According to a forest offici-
al, “The leopard entered a hou-
se after injuring a few people in
thevillage, which hasahigh po-
pulation densitv” The plan to

rescue the leopard from the in-
side house was chalked out
with chief wildlife warden Su-
neesh Buxy who wasat the spot.,

“The room in which the leo-
pard was trapped opened into
another room with two flan-
king smaller roomsoneithersi-
de,” explained Anamika, divi-
sional conservator of forests
(Central). “Dr Abhijit Bhawal
of the National Zoological Park
and Dr Sumit Nagar of the So-
uth forest division were statio-
ned in each of the flanking ro-
oms, equipped with double- and
single-barrel dart guns. The
open room was cordoned off
and a thick net was laid on the
eround and controlled by a te-

am stationed on the sunroof of
the housefor protection.”

Upon opening the door of
the locked room, the leopard
ran out into the open room and
was successfully darted by the
veterinarians. The cat is cur-
rently at a rescue facility of the
forest department and will be
handled further in accordance
with the standard guidelines
and protocols.

Though the forest depart-
ment claimed the big cat might
have wandered into the area
from the nearby Yamuna Biodi-
versity Park, an official of the
park said that wasn't probable.
The official said, “We haven't
found any pugmark of leopard

on the pressure impression pad
in the entire winter season, in-
cluding the lastfew days.”

When a TOI team entered
the room where the leopard had
been trapped for a few hours,
there was a strong stink in the
air. There were pugmarkson the
walls. An LED screen and small
temple were found broken.

A forest official said, “Kee-
ping in mind the growing num-
ber of man-wildlife conflicts
because we share the landsca-
pe with these big cats, the fo-
rest department will take pro-
active steps to help mitigate
conflicts through community
immobilisation and training
programmes.”

re recovered from their possession and 12 cases of
house burglaries were solved with their arrest.

According to Rohit Meena, deputy commissio-
nerof police(South-West), they had received a comp-
laint on Feb 9 regarding the theft of several orna-
ments from a residence. Another similar complaint
was lodged on March 16. During investigation, a stri-
kingsimilarity inthe modusoperandiof boththein-
cidents indicated the involvement of the same gang.

Over 400 CCTV footage from nearby areas were
subsequently examined. Police then cross-referen-
ced the profiles of all men previously arrested in
burglary cases across various districts and matched
them with the CCTV images. The breakthrough ca-
me on March 28, when the suspects were identified
and subsegquently nabbed from a rented apartment
in Dwarka where they had concealed the stolen je-
wellery. “Our team recovered the stolen goods, along
with burglary tools and a gold-melting machine
from the apartment,” cops added.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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School of Planning and Architecture, Vijayawada
An Institute of National Importance, Ministry of Education, Govt. of India
Survey No 4/4, ITI Road, Vijayawada — 520 008, AP, India.

No.F-01/SPAV/Acad /PG-DA/2024-25/03
EXTENSION OF DATES FOR DIRECT ADMISSION TO MASTERS
DEGREE PROGRAMMES FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2024-25
In supersession of the “lmportant Dates” mentioned in the General
Instructions of the Notification of Direct Admission to Masters D
Programmes for the Academic Year 2024-25 declared on 06 March 2024, the
Competent Authority has extended the last date for receipt of applications to
12th April 2024, 5 PM. All other aspects of the admission process including
other deadlines and dates, as nofified earlier shall remain same. For details

please visit hitps:/ispav.ac.inispavadmissions.html

Date. 02/04/2024

ree (PG)

Sdi- Registrar
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&

SIKH Regimental Officers’ Fraternity get

&

‘It all happened within seconds, I saw it
jump over houses, then grab a villager’

Photos: Jatin kumar

Privangi.Agarwal@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: It was a second encounter with
a big cat for Satish Kumar, who received se-
veral injuries after being mauled by a leo-
pard in north Delhi's Jagatpur village on
Monday. “Ifirst saw aleopard fromadistan-
cein20lewhenitwasontheoutskirtsof the
village. But this time, I was staring it right
in his eves,” sald Kumar, showing the bloo-
dy claw marks on his body.

Kumar, 61, claimed to have heard crows
making a racket near his brother’s house
and so sensed something was wrong. “My
brother told me on the phone that a leopard
was hiding behind the bushes in front of
his house. When a motorcyclist stopped to
have a look, the leopard followed him and
entered a house,” said Kumar

*It all happened within seconds,” conti-
nued Kumar. “l saw the leopard jumping
from one house to another. Then it grabbed
Leelu, a villager. When I tried tofree him by
hitting the leopard with a lathi, the cat tur-
ned onme.”

Villager Aadesh Dedha claimed that the
leopard first entered his brother’s house.
“My brother Naresh spotted a leopard near
his cattle. Though the animal injured many
villagers, it did not touch the cattle. We we-
restanding ontheterracetoseetheleopard
when 1t suddenly appeared and attacked
my 25-yvear-old nephew, Aakash,” said Ded-
ha. The leopard then jumped to the terrace
of another house.

L

SCARRED: Nishu and Satish Kumar were among those injured in the leopard attack

Nishu, 30, who too was wounded by the
spotted cat, was on a morning walk when
he heard about the presence of aleopard. ¥l
was curious and went to the house where it
had been spotted. There were a few other
villagers gathered there. The leopard sud-
denly emerged from a room and caught me
by my neck,” said the farmer. “Some fellow
villagers freed me by beating the animal. I
am thankful that I am alive.”

After the leopard strayved into Jagatpur,
people shut themselves inside their hou-
ses, childrendid notgotoschool and the wo-
men refrained from conducting the com-
munity village praver. As farmer Shravan
Kumar recalled, “When the news spread

that a leopard had been sighted in the villa-
ge, the residents locked them inside their
houses. A prayer was scheduled on Monday
morning at the village temple, but no one
turned up.”

Though the situation improved after
the leopard was tranguillised and taken
away, the villagers feared that another cat
might come. Rinku said after some people
managed to lock the door of the room that
the leopard had entered, a small crowd
gathered outside the house. “People felt
relieved after the big cat was taken by the
forest officials, but there is a fear among
people about a recurrence in the future,”
said Rinku.

LG seeks time-bound revamp of heritage

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Lieutenant governor Vinai Ku-
mar Saxena on Monday visited Sanjay Van
and Mehrauli Archaeological Park to revi-
ew the progress of the ongoing restoration
and beautification work undertaken by
Delhi Development Authority (DDA).

Raj Niwas officials said this was the
LG's seventh visit since Feb last vear to the
twosites. In hislast visiton March4, the LG
had directed DDA tostartfilling Anang Tal
and Lalkot Baoli @1la Rai Pithora in Sanjay
Van with water and to conserve and restore
Balban's Tomb, Jamali Kamali Mosque
and Rajon ki Baoli in Mehrauli Archagolo-
gical Park under the supervision of Archa-
eological Survey of India (ASI).

“These monuments will be developed as
new public assets for the capital and will
help Delhi emerge as a heritage city, Most
of the worksat both sites have been comple-
ted and are already drawing a huge footfall
sinceOctlast year when the LG had inaugu-
rated the renovated Mehrauli Archaeologi-
cal Park,” said a Raj Niwas official.

The two sites were handed over to DDA
by ASI, which is assisting in the protection

LG Saxena reviewing the progress made by DDA

of the monuments and their restoration.
The Union culture ministry, too, had re-
cently agreed that DDA will -use its resonur-
ces toexecute the conservation works while
ASI, with all its expertise, will supervise it.

Spread across around 200 acres, Mehrau-
1i Archaeological Park is known to have mo-
re than 100 historical monuments and ruins.
The nearby Sanjay Van also houses several
monuments, including @ila Rai Pithora, on-

RAJNIWAS OFFICIAL SAYS

These monuments will be
developed as new public assets for
the capital and will help Delhi

emerge as a heritage city

ce the capital of Prithviraj Chauhan of the
Tomar dynasty. At Sanjay Van, the LG visi-
ted the baolis (stepwells) and directed the of-
ficials toensure that the entire area must be
protected and the drains and wells are resto-
red. Spots were also identified where cultu-
ral programmes and events can be held.
While appreciating the progress at
Mehrauli Archaeological Park, the LG =so-
ughtatime-bound plan for restoration, pre-
servation and encroachment removal. The
LGalsodirected the two agencies to preser-
ve carved stones and relics that are scatte-
red all over for a potential museum display:
The LG had in Oct last year unveiled the
restored Quli Khan's Tomb and Metcalfe's
boathouse, a guest house, and acircular ho-
use, which is now running as a successful
cafe alongside a rejuvenated water body.

Interrogation revealed that Soni was a drug ad-
dict, gambler and seasoned criminal who served as
the ringleader of the gang. “He had acquired a smel-
ting machine to immediately process stolen jewelle-
ry, which was then disposed of in small trenches to
evade detection. He had recruited men with whom
he had been incarcerated in various prisons, integ-
ratingthem intohiscriminal network. Sonu had pre-
viously been involved in more than 13 cases related

together is being organised over Lunch

On 15 Apr 2024
at

KOIl, Annexe, Chandimandir

Time - 1200hr
Dress - Shirt & Regt Tie
Ladies are cordially invited

Request Maximum Attendance and Early Confirmation

to arms and burglary Sourabh had a history of cri- Contact No.
minal activity in Faridabad,” another officer said. Mob No - 8288983041
8195956997
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Applications Invited:

THE PREMIER UNIVERSITY IN KERALA WITH A HISTORICAL LEGACY
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UNIVERSITY OF KERALA

ADMISSION TO POST-GRADUATE PROGRAMMES IN UNIVERSITY
TEACHING DEPARTMENTS 2024-2025

™

s B,

Applications are invited for Entrance Examination for Admission to the Post-Graduate programmes in 44
Teaching Departments of the University. The final list of the eligible candidates will be published on the basis
of the marks obtained in the Entrance Examination.

~ ELGBILTY

EXAMINATION CENTERS

= Bachelor's degree with the required

minimum marks specified. * Last Date for Online Application:

o Relaxation of marks will be given to  S0-04-2024 o
SC/ST candidates. » [Dates of Entrance Examination:
s Students appearing for final year/ 18-05-2024 to 24-05-2024

semester exam may also apply.

Thiruvananthapuram, Emakulam, Munnar and
Kozhikode (Kerala).

Optional Centers outside state: Chennai, Bengaluru,
Delhi

o Supemumerary seats for foreign

Ahaids G b Ry e Download Prospectus and Apply Online

hitps://admissions. keralauniversity.ac.infcss2024
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M.A. (Master of Arts): Arabic Language and Literature, Archasology, Economics, English
Language and Literature, Financial Economics, German Language and Literature, Hindi
Language and Literatura, History, Islamic History, Linguistics, Malayalam Language and
Literature, Malayalasahithyavum Keralapadanangalum, Manuscriptology & Palasography,
Music, Philosophy, Political Science, Public Administration, Politics International Redations
and Diplomacy, Russian Language and Literature, Sanskrit General Language and Literaturs,
Sociology, Tamil Language and Literature, West Asian Studies

M.5c, (Master of Science): Actuarial Science, Applied Psychology, Aquatic Biology and
Fisheries, Applied Aquaculture, Biochemistry, Botany with specialization in Biodiversity
Conservation, Biotechnology, Chemistry, Chamistry with Specialization in Renewable Energy,
Chemistry (Functional Materials), Computational Biology with Specialization in Machine
Learning, Computational Biology with Specialization in Computer Aided Drug Dasign,
Computational Biology with Specialization in NGS Data Analytics, Computer Science,
Computer Science with Speclalization in Artificial Intelligence, Computer Science (Machina
Learning), Data Science, Demography & Biostatistics, Electronics (Optoslectronics),
Electronics (Arfificial Inteligence) Environmental Sciences, Climate Change and Disaster
Management, Geology, Genelics & Plant Breading, Zoology with Specialization in Integrative
Biology, Mathematics, Mathematics with Specialization in Finance and Computation, Physics
(Specialization in Applied Electronics), Physics (Specialization in Nanoscience), Physics
(pecialization in Space Physics). Physics (Specialization in Renewable Energy), Statistics,
Applied Statistics and Data Analvtics, Zoology (Pure & Applied).

O
M. Tech. (Master of Technology): Computer Science with
specialization in Digital Image Computing, Technology
Management, Electronics & Communication {Optoelectronics
& Optical Communication) (AICTE approved).

MCJ (Master of Commumication and Journalism), MSW
(Master of Social Work), LLM (Master of Laws), M.Ed
(Master of Education).

M.Com Finance and Accounting, M.Com (Global Business
Operations), M.Com (Rural Management), M.Com (Blue
Economy and Maritime Law), M.Lib.l.5c. (Master of Library
and Information Science).

MBA {General), MBA {Travel and Tourism), MBA (Shipping &
Logistics) - sea saparate Motification in the Admission Portal.

For more information, Contact:
S5 Office, Univarsity of Kerala, Karyavattom P.0.,

+31 471 2308328, csspghelp2024@gmail.com
“http:/icss keralauniversity.ac.in

{for prospectus, model question papers and other details)
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PWD hands over maintenance of CCTVs to BEL

New Delhi: The Public Works
Department (PWD) has hand-
ed over the maintenance of
CCTV camerasto Bharat Elec-
tronic Limited (BEL), a senior

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

headquarters to oversee the
functioning of the cameras.
This move is crucial for the up-
keep of the surveillance sys-
tem, which includes approxi-
mately 2.4 lakh cameras set up

A control command centre
has been established at the

Launched in 2018 by chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal, the
CCTV camera scheme aims to
enhance safety in the city
Theirinstallation wasasignif-
icant step towards deterring
crimeand providing a senseof
safety toresidents.

Man Dies After 3 Hosps Deny Entry

Came To City For Better Cancer Treatment, Kin Tried For 9 Hrs To Get Him Admitted

Ridhima.Gupta@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Almost a fortnight ago,
Sapna Sharma of Kashipur in Utta-
rakhand came to the capital hoping
that her husband, Punit Sharma,
who was diagnosed with cancer of
the tongue with metastasis, would re-
ceive treatment that would save his
life. On Saturday, 46-year-old Punit
died, allegedly after nine hours of de-
sperately tryving to get treatment at
three govt hospitals.

Punit, who is survived by his four
children and wife, ranasmall agricul-
tureshop in Uttarakhand. Sapna said,
“Weare not from an affluent family, so
we couldn’t even think of taking my
husband to a private hospital. We gat-
hered our savings and came to Delhi
hoping for proper treatment at a govt
hospital.” Punit was admitted to the
Delhi State Cancer Institute (DSCI
Hospital on March 16. Sapna stayved at
aprivate lodge near the hospital.

On March 28, the hospital refer-
red the patient to AIIMS and GB Pant
Hospital because “intensive care is
not available at DSCI”. On March 29,
the family took Punit to AIIMS at aro-
und 8pm. “The doctors did not see my
husband even once and we were told

=

r

P as— N

Delhi govt said an inguiry would be
conducted on why Punit Sharma (46) was
denied admissions in the hospitals

that AIIMS did not have a bed and
ventilator for the patient and so co-
uldn’t admit him,” alleged Sapna.
“The doctors asked me to take my
husband to Safdarjung, where they
said he could get a bed.”

At Safdarjung, Sapna was asked
forareferral, which shedid not have.
Sherequested the hospital to provide
a bed and ventilator support to her
husband, but claimed they were deni-
ed this. “Thad toquickly knock on the
doors of GB Pant Hospital, but no
helpwas provided tomy husband the-
re too,” the 34-year-old woman said.
Tired and lost, the family called the

police control room around 12.30am
for help to get Punit admitted.

“Despite the PCR intervention,
GB Pant refused to admit my hus-
band claiming not to have ventilators
and beds.” said Sapna. “For around
seven hours, I was made to go from
one department to another at the ho-
spital. During this time, my hus-
band’shealth deteriorated and we de-
cided to take him back to DSCL."” So
around 3am on March 30, Punit was
taken back to DSCI.

After having sought admission in
three hospitals over nine hours, Pu-
nit died around 5am on March 30 at
DSCI. A weeping Sapna said, “Injus-
tice has been done to a poor family,
whose lives seem to have no value.
This is an institutional death.” Ha-
ving exhausted her savings and rece-
ived no help, she worries about how
to look after her family now.

While the hospitals declined to
comment on the case, Delhi govt ack-
nowledged that admission was deni-
ed to the patient and accepted that its
hospitals have “poor infrastructu-
re’. A statement said, “It is unfort-
unate that a patient was denied ad-
mission by two state govt hospitals
and two central govt hospitals in Del-

hi. The chief secretary has been di-
rected by the health minister several
times to improve the deteriorating
condition of these two specific (state
govit) hospitals. However, the situa-
tionremains thesame.” Delhigovtal-
sosaid itwas “extremely surprising”
that hospitals like AITMS and Safdar-
jung, run by the central govt, were al-
sorepeatedly denying admission and
treatment to critical patients.

Blaming the lieutenant governor
for “stalling the development work at
Delhigovt-run hospitals”, itclaimed,
“LG had been informed multiple ti-
mesthatthe health secretary and chi-
ef secretary are deliberately stalling
the works in the health department
and are responsible for deterioration
of healthfacilities in Delhi. However,
LG hasn't initiated any enquiry or
action against these two officers. As
the power to take any action against
these officers or to transfer them is
solely with LG, the elected govt can
only request LG to take action.”

There was no response to TOI's
query on the matter from LG’s office.

Delhi govt added that an inguiry
would be conducted on why the
patient was denied admission in
the hospitals.

official said.

under Delhi govt's initiative.

Azadiy,
Amrit paheotsay

S NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
The Dy, Chief Electrical Engineer/Const./Northern Railway, 4™ Floor, DRM Office, New
Delhi-110001 invites e-tender under single Packet System for the under noted work:-

1.|Mame of work and
location

Design, Supply, erection, testing & commissioning of : Mew
Bridge Ower Yamuna River in place of old Yamuna Bridge
Mo. 249 between Shahdara and Oid Dalhi Railway station.

the work

2.|Completion period of | 12 (Twehe Moniths)

3.|Approx. Costof work | Rs-1,91,65,001 .45

(to be deposited Online)

4.[Earnest Money amount |Rs-2 45 800

5 |Date & Time for

Tenders may be uploaded 16:00 hrs on date 01.04.2024
submission of E-tender |on IREFPS website i.e., www.lreps.gov.in.

and opening of tender | The biddars can paricipate in the e-tender, the tender will
beopanad at 11.30 hrs on 24.04.2024.

6.|Detailed | The detailed e-tender nofice is available on Morthern Railway web site

Tender Le. www.nrindianrailways.gowv.in and tender documeant is available

Notice & |on www.ireps.gov.in. Above tender document will be available for

Tender submission of offer on IREPS web site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in from

Document | 10.04.2024 to 24.04.2024. All othar terms and conditions in respect of
above tenders are givenin tender document. The detailed tender nofice
also can be sean on the Motice Beard of the above office.

No. 336-Dy CEE/C/NDLS/2023-24 (R-2) Dated: 01.04.2024

954/2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

real estate

PROPERTY
ANCILLARIES

COMMERCIAL
PREMISES

FOR SALE

40 Bedded Hospital
in AYODHYA
Land area 10K sqft,
basement & 3 floors
fully equipped for
surgery & OBGy.
Modular OR, ICU,
Neonatology,
Pathology
USG & Pharmacy.

Ph: 8115848291

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Shvam Sunder Sharma
5/0 Shilv Kumar Sharma BE/o
A5d4) / NHE CGHS, GH-51.
Sector-1 IMT Manesar 122051,
herehy declare both Shyvam
Sunder & Shyvam Sunder
Sharma is one & same person

I Aarti Dixit D/o. Suresh
Shankar Singh B/o EK Puram,
Mew Delhl has changed my
MName from Arti Singh to Aarti
Dvixit for all future purposes

I Dharamveer kumar 5/0
Tildhari paswan R/o paura
madan singh, hajipur,vaishali,
bihar have changed my name
from Dharamvesr kumar io
Dharmveer kumar for all
future purposes

L E.I Igbal 5/0 K. Ismail R/o
Qir Mo, 50, See-1, B.K Puram, M.
Delhi has changed my name
from Igbal, K. 1. to E.I, Igbal for
all future purposes vide oath
affidavit on 29.03.24

L, Rajesv Kumar, R/o 8F- 61,
Vardan Apartment, Abhay
KEhand-3, Indirapuram,
haziabad, 17 P- 201014, have
changed my son's name from
Saativik to Saattvik Kartikeva
for futurs purposss,

LOST & FOUND

I Urmil Malik W/0 Sh. Ravi
Malik H/ 5-1716 DLF 3
Gurgaon have lost plot buyer
agreement dated 0770171985 of
my property bearing no, 51716
DLF Ph3 Gurgaon Founder
please call #910675215

However, there have been
multiple reports of damage
toand theft of thesecameras,
officials said. These reports
highlighted the need for reg-
ular maintenance and
prompt repair of the devices
to ensure that surveillance
does not suffer.

BEL isapublicsectorunit
under the ministry of de-
fence that manufactures
electronic products and sys-
tems for the forces.

In 2021, Kejriwal said Del-
hi ranked highest across the
world in CCTVs per square
mile. The govt CCTV scheme
was hailed as significant in
terms of women's safety

Govt has claimed that all
CCTYV feeds are secure, with
hardware monitored by the
community, feeds accessible
authorised users and thesys-
tem capable of automatic
health checks.

‘Fill 15% of vacant posts at hosps within 30 days’

AnujaJJaiswal@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A committee
constituted by Delhi High Co-
urt to assess medical infrast-
ructure of state-run hospitals
in the city and propose ways to
optimise existing resources
on Monday submitted its inte-
rim report. ldentifying shor-
tageof staff and faculty asone
of the main deficiencies, the
panel recommended at least
15% of all vacant posts should
befilled within 30 days.

Other kev recommenda-
tions incinded maintaining me-
dicine inventory of at least two
months, settingup trauma acci-
dent centres in district hospi-
tals and doubling IC1U beds.

The report also recom-
mended introducing emer-
gency services in Delhi Aro-
oya Kosh. Delhi residents sho-
uld be allowed to use their
Aadhaar in all private hospi-
tals and get cashless facilities
at CGHS rates In emergency
situations in any nearby faci-
lity, the panel added.

The committee prioritised

Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

Distnict South 24 Parganas.
In the 1* Court of Ld. Civil
Judge ( Senior Division)
at Baruipur.

Title Suit No. 261 of 2016.
SANJT KUMAR JHA

........Plaintiff
-Versus-

SHYAMAL NASKAR AND

OTHERS
i oo Defendants
This 15 to bring to your
notice that Sri Sanjit
Kumar Jha, son of S
Gouri Kant Jha, residing
at Rania Udayan Pally,
Mondal Para, P.O.- Boral,
P.S. - Sonarpur, Kolkata -
700 154, District - South
24 Parganas, has filed a
title suit being Title Suit
Mo. 261 of 16 in the
Court Ld. Civil Judge ( Sr.
Division) 1% at Baruipur for
gartiticm in respect of the
chedule land impleading
85) Smt. Pushpa Gupta,
Residing at - 8/2, Ram
Kishore Road, Civil Lines
behind |.P. College, Delhi

-110054_86) Smt. Radha
Gupta, esidin at
- B2, Ram ishore
Road, Civil Lines
behind |.P. College , Delhi
-110054, As above
named defendants

including 86 others as a
defendants in the above
noted suit. MNext date
is fixed on 05.04.24 for
appearance.

This is to inform you that
if ¥nu wants o contest
in the said suit you may
appear in person or
through pleader in the
above mentioned suit on
the date fixed otherwise
suit will proceed ex-party
against you.

HEDULE

All The piece and Parcel
of Land measuring 104
decimal within Mouza -
Barhans. Fartabad, J.L.
Mo. 47, out of which 46
decimal is within R.5. Dag
No, 3832, 38 decimal is
within RS Dag 3878, 15
decimal is within RS Da

Mo. 3879 and 05 decima
is within RS Dag No, 3880
all are under RS Khatian
No. 1782, P.5. - Sonarpur,
District - South 24 Parganas.

Monalisha Das Sarastader}
1# Civil Judge (Sr. Division
Baruipur, South 24 Parganas
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E AUCTION NOTICE

FIRE AFFECTED
APPROX. 4519 MT OF
VARIOUS TYPES OF
METAL SCRAP, ETC.
| Interested Buyers are invited to
Ipnariji:iﬂﬂ’na in the e-Auction for
|the disposal of "Fire Affected
| Approx. 4.500 MT of Mild Steel,
|approx. 10 MT of Stainless
| Steel, approx. 3 MT of Copper &
fapprox. 6 MT of Aluminium®,
| The subject salvage will be sold
{on “As is Where 1", Whatever
|there is” and “No Complaint”
Basis and belongs to
M/s. Unicharm India (P) Ltd.
The subject materals can be
inspected at Plot Nos. 1041-
1045, 1053, 1054, Industrial
Estate - GIDC, Sanand-ll,
|Virochan Nagar, Gujaral -
| 382170 on working days only
tbetween 02-04-24 to
15-04-24 between 10 AM to
5 PM. Kindly contact Mr. Rohit
| Srivastava at 8588857899 for

[inspection.

E-RUCTION WILL BE HELD ON 16-04-24.

\Kindly contact Mr. Bibhu Jha at
| 8369652088 to obtain the form
containing terms & conditions of
e-Auction or download from
w & b 5 i 1t @
hitps:/fwww.sealthedeal. co.in/.

Bank

of tncha

Notice for Inviting Request for
Proposal for Empaneiment of
Merchant Banker(s) for

undertaking wvaluation of
unlisted equity shares for
Disinvestmenl of MNon-Core
Assets of Union Bank of India.

Union Bank of India inviles
Request for Proposal for
Empanelment of Merchant
Banker{s} for undertaking
valuation of unlisted equily
shares for Disinvestment of Mon-
Core Assets of Union Bank of
India, from interested merchant
bankers as per terms specified in
process letter TRB 322 dated
40.03.2024, For details please
log on lo www.unionbankof
india.co.in or send an email to /
contact freasury.compliance @
unienbankofindia bank [ 91-22-
27892112, The las! date for
submission of bids is 20.04 2024
{15:00 hours |1ST).

NABFINS Ltd.
Mo, 3072, 14th Cross,
K.R.Road, Banashankari
2nd Stage

Auctioneers: Seal The Deal
having registered office at 148,
Pocket C2, Sector 5. Rohini,
Delhi - 110085.

LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF FORM
& EMD DEMAND DRAFT 15 15-04-24.

Union Bank

ot India

|

U]

Risk Managament Depariment
Central Cffice, Earnest House,
Kbl - 400 031

E-Tender Notice
Union Bank of India invites
g-Tender  from  repuled,
established and experienced
vendors for following items.
Tender Ref - UBIRMD/2023-
24/ESGI02
GEM BID No : GEM/2024/B/
4819850
ltem | Job Description -
"Request for Proposal
(RFP) to Procure End-to-
End Software Solution for
Climate Risk Management
and its Implementation”.
Date and time of bid
publication - 30.03.2024
17:00 hours
Last Date and Time for Bid
Submission - 11.05.2024
16:00 hours
For ofher details and
downloading of RFP
document, please visit Bank's
website www.unionbankof
india.co.in or visit GeM portal
https://bidplus.gem.gov.in/
bidlists for participation in the
e-fender,

& T mrr——

mitte= Bengaluru- 560 070
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

NABFINS Limited invites
responses to the Request for
Proposal for selection of Life
Insurer/s to offer Credit Life
Group Insurance cover for the
Borrowers and Co-obligants from |
the life insurance companies.
For details of RFP please visit
ourwebsite - hittps://nabfins.org/
Last date of submission of
proposal is 25" April 2024.
Sdi-

General Ma nager_

OSBI

STATE BANK OF INDIA

Local Head Office, Premises &
Estate Department, Block "D”,
ath Floor, New Delhi=110001,
Ph.= 011-23407 350
10 Nos HOTEL ROOMS
REQUIRED FOR SBI
HOLIDAY HOME AT AGRA
State Bank of India, Local
Head Office, Mew Delhi
Invites sealed offers on
prescribed format for hirng of
10 nos Hotel rooms for SBI
Holiday Home on
Fatehabad Road, Agra. For
further details and
downloading bidding form
/documents, please visit
website bank.sbi under
“PROCUREMENT NEWS"
section. The last date of
receipt of bids [ offers at our
above office is by 11.00 AM
on 20.04,2024 Further notice
clarifications in this regard will
be posted only on the Bank's
above mentioned website. No

brokers please.

Asst. General Manager
(Premises & Estate)

e
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The Maodern Ca-operative Group
Housing Saciety Ltd.

Flat No.13, Sector-XV, Plot No.5,
Rohini, Delhi-110089
Email: moderncghsitd@gmall.com

Dated: 02,04.2024
NOTICE INVITING BIDS:

|0 compllance ol the order of
‘Hon'ble SUPREME COURT OF
IMNDIA", for construction of
ADDITIOMAL 3 STORIED TOWER
CONSISTING OF 18 FLATS IN THE
WMODERN CO- DPERATIVE GROUP
HOUSING SOCIETY LTD", sitvated
3 Piot Mo, 05, SCETOR 15, NEAR
YAMUMNA CAMAL ROHINI, DELHI -
110089, sealed hemp sum BIDS are
invited from the Contractors of repute
and hawing adequate expediss, skill
and exparance n the execubton of
simiar projects of comparable size
and nafure. for carrying out the said
work

* Nature of work: ADCITION OF 9
STOHIED SINGLE NEW TOWER in
Wully oecupied running society named
THE MODERM CGHS Lid®, where
the approval fsanclioning of this new
Ionwer 15 abnsady done

# Time for completion of entire
project: 16 [Steen) months from
the date of Letter of Entry (L O E) by
the Society 1o the Confraclors. The
entire project shall mean and mclude
lhe consfruction of Mew Tower only
consist of 18 flats up to the height of ©
storied / as per the Archilectural
drawings / BCQ provided by the
Apponnted Firm ondy,
 Valldity of offer: 15 (Filtean) days
from date of bid opening. However, the
validity may be extended by mulual
consant.

* Cost of bid documents: Rs. 5,100
(Five Thousand One Hundred only/-)
levies as applicable, perset pavable in
name of “The Modern CGHS Lid.'by
pay order [ demand draft (non-
refundabla) payabés al Dalhi

v Bid period & availability:

Bid documents will be available rom
Employers. office at FLAT Mo, 13,
THE MODERM CO-OPERATIVE
GROUP HOUSING SOCIETY LTD",
sifugted at Piot Mo, 05, SCETOR -15,
HEAR YAMUNA CAMAL ROHIMI
DELHI -1 10083 between 11.00 am to
2.00 pm on all workng days lrom
02.04.2024 1o13.04 2024

* Place & date for submission:
Seafed bid documeni shall be
submitted at Society office "FLAT No.
13, THE MODERM CO-OPERATIVE
GROUP HOUSING SOCIETY LTD",
situaled a1 Pist Mo, 05, SCETOR -15
HEAR YAMUMA CAMNAL BOHIMI
CELHI -110089 wp to-5.00 pm on o
bafora 137042024,

« Opening of bids: All the fechnical
bids recened shall be duly opened, a
300 pom., on 1450472024 at the
Employer's othce, Diate of cgening of
Financial Bids of techndcally qualified
bidders shallbe informed separately.

« The night fo rewisa or amend this
nofice &nd or fhe bid docurment ully or
partly, prior o the last date notified for
submission of offters or on any
subsaguent dabe is resared By the
Cwmner’ Employer of tha Society.

¢ The ownar! emplover of the Society
reserves the nght 1o reiect any or &l
e bidsioflers and jor accept the
lowest, highes!ior any other bsdsioffers
withoul assigning any reason
whatsoaver. The decizion of the owner
of the Sociely will be fingl & hinding
onall

{Administrator / Owner)
Modern Co-operative Group
Housing Soclety Limited

the recommendations for imp-
lementation in a phased man-
ner. The timelines for comple-
tionof tasks were— immediate
within 30 davs(subject tomodel
code of conduct), short term
within 3190 days, intermediate
term within 91-365 days, and
long term within 1-2 years.

The panel identified ma-
jor deficiencies requiring ur-
gent remedial action, inclu-
ding filling wvacancies on
high priority for faculty, resi-
dent doctors, nurses, techni-
cians, biomedical engineers,
physiotherapists and phar-
macists., “Radiologists, ana-
esthesiologists, critical care
and emergency medicine
specialists, neurosurgeons
are not available during re-
gular working hours and du-
ring emergency hours,” the
266-page report stated.

A trauma and accident
emergency centre in each
district and on the premises
of major and moderate-size
hospitals isneeded, it said.

“There is an urgent need to
have ICU facilities toadmit pati-

i fwnn #v 18] puret: rodionsl ok

Circle Office : North Dalhi
JRD FLOOK, VIKRANT TOWER,

RAJENDRA PLACE,
NEW DELHI -110008
FEERISES ML EL

Punjab Mationzl Bank requires
sullable ready buill and well-
constructed hall type building having
Carpet Area including space for ATM
(APPROX 1200 TO 1500 SC1 FT)
on leasafrentail basis Premises
should be preferably in Ground Floor
and if in first floor, Wt facility must be
available ai VIJAY MAGAR, DELHI -
110009. Premises offered should
have all clearance cerdificates from
statuiory authonties. Interesisd
owners | registered Power of
Attormey Holders of such premises
in the desred |ocality who are ready
to lease oul ther readily available
premisas on long term lease bases
preferably for 15 years ar more may
send their offers in the prescrbed
formal available on Bank's Web Sie
www.pnbindia.in or the same may
be oblained from the above address
during office hours, The complete
offer duly sealed & signed and
should reach the undersigned on ar
before: 18.04,2024 up to 05:00 PM
al the above address.

Mo brokerage will be paid by the
Bank. Bank reserves the right o
acrapt or repact any or all offers at its

s0le discretion without assigning any
Meas0ns whatsoever,
CIRCLE HEAD Sdi-
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ents who present to the emer-
gency service. Hospitals with
less than 500 beds should have
at least 510% of total beds as
ICU beds, and larger hospitals
with more than 500 beds or ter-
tiary care hospitalsshould have
at least 20% of total beds as ICU
beds,” the report stated.

At present, Delhi govt ho-
spitals have 1,058 ICU beds,
which should be enhanced
immediately to 2,028 by ad-
ding 1,046 beds to fulfil the
minimum basic norms, the
panel said.

The committee also poin-
ted to an “inadequate” num-
ber of quality operation the-
atres and pre- and post-opera-
tive facilities, as well as non-
availability of essential equ-
ipment, ultrasounds,
CT/MRI scans, anaesthesia
machines and a perpetual
shortage of medicines.

Moreover, the report said,
there is no “structured referral
system™ in the govt health sec-
tor for Delhi citizens. This leads
to overcrowding in referral ho-
gpitals and suboptimal care for

eSS

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)
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patients. “There is no centrali-
spd and coordinated control ro-
om and helpline for appropria-
tely directing patients to the ne-
arest healtheare facility and ex-
pertiseto handleemergencies,”
itadded.

Recommending immediate
measures for optimisation of
existing resources, the panel
suggested redistribution  of
consultants, wherein non-tea-
ching experts who are not opti-
mally utilised due tolack of ma-
chinesor infrastructure may be
allowed to visit on designated
days other institutions where
they may be required. Exten-
ding tenure/reappointment of
specialists and hiring of con-
sultants from the private sector
was also recommended.

Another suggestion is the
setting up a centralised com-
mand and control room by
the IT department, which
should be manned round-the-
clock by trained executives
and medical professionals. It
should have alive screensho-
wing the location of availab-

tal beds and medical services
(CT, MRI, OT) in the patient’s
vicinity and availability of
ambulances. There should al-
s0 be a screen showing region-
wise mapping of all Delhi ho-
spitals, the panel said.

The panel also recommen-
ded a public-private parimers-
hip (PPP) model for CT scan
and MRI services by identify-
ing successful bidders. PPP or
leasing models can also be con-
sidered for procuring equip-
ment like ultrasound and dialy-
sis machines, ventilators and
cardiac monitors, it stated.

Regarding medicines and
consumables, the committee
recommended that hospitals
should have readymade rate
contracts to meet up to 50% of
the annual demand so that the
tendering process may be ini-
tiated in due time. ensuring a
secured supply line for the
next six months, The panel al-
s0 recommended a Jan Aus-
hadhi Kendra should be ope-
ned in each hospital so that
medicines may be procured in

BUSINESS CONNEC

A GROWING BRAND IN
FMCG & HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY

Deal to include Brand Value with
Copy Right, Factory Setup comprising of
latest automatic machines, Cold Room,
Brand Printed Packaging rolls and boxes,
Raw Material and Finished Good Stock,
office with ready setup to operate with

broadband and necessary accessories.
Contact : factorysalesfactorysales@gmail.com

NidhiJi'Shrimali!
Astrologer & Motivational Speaker |

For Appointment

89-5565-8362

www.panditnmshrimali.com
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SC blames Kerala for financial
trouble, refuses interim relief

Transplant NOC
racket busted in
Raj, 3 hospital
employees held

Jaipur: Bustingamajor racket
involving sale and purchase of
fake no-objection certificates
(NOCs) for organ transplant,
Jaipur anti-corruption bureau
(ACB) has arrested three per-
sons, including an administra-
tive officer of govi-run Sawai
Man Singh Hospital (SMSH)
and transplant coordinators of
two leading private hospitals.
An ACB team caught SMSH
assistant administrative offi-
cer Gaurav Singh selling fake
NOCs to Anil Joshi, organ
transplant coordinator of one
of the private hospitals, on
sunday. ACB officials said they
caught the duo red-handed
and seized from them Rs 70,000
and three fake NOCs that were
to be further sold to patients
from Nepal and Bangladesh.
Their guestioning led to the
arrest of Vinod Singh, trans-
plant coordinator of another
private hospital, on Mondaw
While the state govt sus-
pended Gaurav Singh, a press
statement issued by the hospi-
tal where Joshi worked said he
has also been suspended and a
probe initiated. Govt has
tasked a high-level committee
to investigate the matter and
submit a report within 15days.
The trio was produced at
a court, which handed ACRB
their custody for four days. tnu

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Kin of man killed
by stray cow get
714L in damages

Rajkot: A court ordered Rajkot
Municipal Corporation to pay
Rs 13.7 lakh to the bereaved
family of a biker who lost his
life due to stray cattle menace.
Mukesh Rathod was gored
todeath by a stray cow after he
fell following his bike's colli-
sion with the animal in Aug
2018, said the FIR. Rathod later
succumbed tohis injuries.
Evenas Rathodlost hislife,
police registered a case of
rash driving against him.
Rathod’s wife, Meena, then fil-
ed a suit demanding compen-
sation of Rs 15 lakh, alleging
that she lost her husband due
tothenegligenceof municipal
body, police, and district ad-
ministration. She alleged that
cops filed the FIR against the
deceased to cover up the negli-
gence of authorities. Senior
civil judge IM Shaikh ordered
the municipal body to pay the
amount with 6% interest from
the date of filing of the suit.
“largued the case under Ar
ticle 21 which gives the right to
life. When the administration
fails to adhere to its responsib-
ility, they are liable to pay
the compensation,” said Mee-
na’'slawyer KB Rathod.

Flight stuck after boarding? Now, you can alight
& use departure gate to go to terminal and wait

waiting on their seats without
access to drinking water, snacks,
oran adequate number of toilets.
UnMonday, BCAS DG Zulfiquar
Hasan said the new guidelines had
been issued to airlines and airport

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi; In case of long flight
delays or other emergencies after
boarding, passengers will now be
able to alight from the aircraft
through the airport departure
gate and wait at the terminal,
instead of sitting holed up inside
the plane while waiting for it to
take off, as per new guidelines
issued by the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) amid
mounting congestion and delays.
Thedemand for this move used
to peak every foggy winter when
passengers, especially in north In-
dia, would spend hours restlessly

Refers Plea Against Centre’s Borrowing Cap To Constitution Bench

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Observing that

Kerala's financial hardship

i is the creation of its own
: monetary mismanagement,
Supreme Court Monday re-
fused to grant interim relief
to allow the state to borrow
more money and referred its
petition against Centre's de-
cision to limit borrowing ca-
pacity of states to Constitu-

tion bench for adjudication.
A bench of Justices Su-
ryva Kantand K V Viswanath-
an held that Kerala hasfailed
toestablishthethreejudicial
prongs — proving a prima fa-
cie case, balance of conve-
nience, and irreparable inju-
ry — and the state was not
entitled to the interim in-

junction on borrowing cap.
“If the state has essential-

ly created financial hardship
because of its own financial

mismanagement, such hard-
ship cannot be held to be an
irreparable  injury
would necessitate an interim
relief against the Union.

There is an arguable point

that if we were to issuean in-
terim mandatory injunction

in such cases, it might set a

bad precedent in law that

would enable the states to

flout fiscal policies and still
successfully claim additional
borrowings,” the bench said.

Theapex courtalsonoted

in its order that the state

that

iStock

i
¥

SC noted in its order that the state had already got substantial relief as

the Centre agreed to release Rs 13,608 crore after the petition was filed

SC ruling a setback to Kerala govt

Kochi: Supreme Court's decision has come as a setback for the
LDF govt. Going into Lok Sabha polls, one of the main planks of
LDF has been the allegation that Centre has been slowly
strangulating Kerala by denying it loans and much-needed funds
earmarked for development, a claim that has fallen flat with SC
pﬂinting out thatthere has been economic mismanagementon
the part of the state and that there is no proof of “irreparable
damage” tothe state due to Centre's alleged actions. If Supreme

Court had granted interim relief,

it would have given political

mileage to LDF besides helping the state govt clear
long-pending dues and arrears to pensioners and others. Tun

had already got substantial
relief as the Centre agreed
to release Rs 13,608 crore
after the petition was filed.
SC said several questions
of significant importance
impacting the Federal Strue-
ture of Governance arise for
consideration and it should
be adjudicated by a five-judge
Constitution bench and
framed four questions to be
decided by the larger bench,
“Is fiscal decentralisation

an aspect of Indian federal-
ism? If yes, do the impugned
actions taken by the defend-
ant purportedly to maintain
the fiscal health of the coun-
frv violate such principles of
federalism? Are the im-
pugned actions violative of
Article 14 of the Constitution
ontheground of ‘manifestar-
bitrariness’ or on the basis of
differential treatment meted
out to the plaintiff vis-a-vis
other states?” the bench said

No stay on
judicial probe
into agitating

farmer’s death

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Monday refused to stay a
judicial probe into the death
of a protesting farmer at the
Harvana border on Feb 21,
during the recent agitation
for legal guarantee of MSE
and turned down Harvana
govt’s plea alleging that such
investigation would affect the
morale of the police force, re-
ports Amit Anand Choud-
hary, Abenchof Justices Su-
rva Kantand KV Viswanath-
an said that it was a peculiar
case as homicidal death took
place in Haryana where no
FIR was filed and the case
was registered by Punjab Po-
lice which virtually means
that one state agency would
probe against another state
agency. The bench said probe
under the supervision of a
retired judge was needed.
Opposingthe Punjaband
Haryana HC's order, solic-
itor general Tushar Mehta
told the bench that 67 state
police personnel got injured
in scuffles and protesters
were heavily armed and
it would be demoralising
for the police force if its ac-
tion was put under scanner.

SC: Political reasons, AP CM’s
stature mustn’t delay his trial

Srikanth.Aluri
@timesgroup.com

Vijavawada: The Supreme
Court observed on Monday
that the pesition of an indi-
vidual as chief minister
should not hinder the
progress of criminal trials.

Guestioning the pro-
longed trial of cases con-
cerning instances of al-
leged quid proquo and mon-
ey-laundering against And-
hra Pradesh CM YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy;, SC expressed
displeasure with CBI for
poor progress in the matter.

Narasapuram MP K
Raghu Ramakrishna Raju
approached SC with a plea to
revoke Jagan’s bail. Claim-
ing that several adjourn-
ments taken by the accused
werenothing but an abuse of
the process of law, he con-
tended that because of the

Questioning prolonged trials concerning
instances of ‘quid pro quo and

money-laundering’ against Andhra CM
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy (left), SC sought
an explanation from CBI within 4 weeks

delay in starting trial there
was every chance that wit-
nesses may turn hostile as
the accused hold a very influ-
ential office. SC previously
issued notices in this regard.

During Monday’s hear-
ing, a bench comprising
Justices Sanjeev Khanna
and Dipankar Datta ques-
tioned the CBI about the
prolonged trial period. The
CBI, represented by addi-
tional solicitor general SV
Raju, attributed the delay
to multiple discharge pet-
itions filed by the accused.
Reiterating that neither

less harassment for

ter boarding,”

Will cut ﬂlghts to ensure
connectivity, says Vistara :

pContinued fromP1

been particularly pain-

ful, with complaints
flooding social media. On
Monday evening, the airline
admitted as much. In Mum-
bai, though, other airlines’
flights were also delayed 30-
40 minutes on Mondayv but
that was attributed to VVIP
movement linked to PM Na-
rendra Modi'svisittothecity.
Vistara said it had decided

to temporarily reduce the
number of flights to ensure
adequate conmectivity across
its network, and that alterna-
tive flight options or refunds
were being offered to affected
customers. “We understand
these disruptions  have
caused immense discomfort
to our customers, and sin-

f‘l—‘fhe last 2-3 dayvs have

cerely apologise to them. We
are working towards stabi-
lising the situation and will
resume operating our regu-
lar capacity very soon,” said
an airline spokesperson.
While pilots ecomplain
about a likely pay cut, there is
discontent among other em-
ployvees, too. “The issue 1is
what level we will be at in the
merged airline,” said one
staffer: Sources say the deci-
sion to merge Vistara into Air
India was expedited for this
reason alone, as more delays
could mean more senior roles
at Al being filled up, not leay-
ing much scope of accommo-
dating Vistara's arrivals,
Similar troubles were
not seen during the merger
of the erstwhile AirAsia In-
diawith Air India Express.
With inputs from Mumbai

PaSSengers
who would not have to keep sitting
inside an aircraft for long hours af-
he said at a function
tomark BCAS' 38th Raising Day.
The decision on deboarding
passengers will be taken by the air-

line/security agencies concerned.
“Airportoperators have tomakear-
rangements for the infrastructure,
including for screening, to imple-
ment the guidelines,” Hasan added.

In Jan, BCAS fined IndiGo and

Hasan said congestion at air-
ports is “unwelcome™
agency has developed optimum
standardsand toolstotackletheis-
sue, BCAS will have security lanes
at airports to ensure a better expe-
rience for passengersat airports,

political considerations
nor the accused’s high rank
should slow down the trial.
the SC bench directed the
central agency to file an
affidavit within four weeks
explaining the reasons for
the prolonged trial. The
bench also mentioned that
a separate petition by
Raghu Ramakrishna Raju
requesting transfer of the
trial to another state would
be considered alongside
the bail cancellation plea.
Next hearing of the mat-
ter has been scheduled for
the week commencing Augs.

Accused has
right to stay
silent: HC

Hyderabad: Anyone ac-
cused of a crime has a funda-
mental right to remain silent
and can'be forced to incrimi-
nate oneself, Telangana HC
ruled recently while reject-
ing NIA's plea for fresh custo-
dv of a man charged under
UAPA on the ground that he
didn’t say much during first
phase of interrogation, re-
ports Sagar Kumar Mutha.
A bench of Justices K
Lakshman and K Sujana
cited Article 20(3)that states
that an accused has a right
to remain silent and that
nobody shall be compelled
totestify against oneself.
The bench was hearing
an appeal by Nossam Mo-
hammed Yunus, one among
several suspected members
of thebanned PFInamed ina
March 2022 case registered
under UAPA. NIA took over
the probe in August that vear.

HIS GRANDMA IMPOSED EMERGENCY: SHAH | 11

For Ist time since 2013-19,
adoptions cross 4k-mark

Ambika.Pandit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a promising
trend, adoptions haveagainre-
ached pre-pandemic numbers,
Govt data show that 4,009 chil-
dren were adopted between
April 2023 and March 2024 by
families in India &abroad. The
last time the number of adop-
tions (in-country & inter-coun-
try)crossed 4,000 was in 2018-19
when it touched 4.027. Also,
in-country adoptions at 3,560
are the highest since 2015-16.

In 2022-23, the total number
of adoptions stood at 3.441, up
from 3,405 in the previous fi-
nancial year. Data collated by
Central Adoption Resource
Anthority (CARA), under the
ministry of women and child
development, show that of the
4 009 adoptions in 2025-24, 449
were inter-country adoptions.

This year, CARA expanded
the ambit of adoption to in-
clude concept of ‘foster adop-
tion' as a category. So far, 10
children have been placed un-
der toster adoption across the
country, in keeping with the
Adoption Regulations 2022,
Moreaover, CARA hasalso been
focusing on expediting cases
of relatives keen on taking an
orphaned child in their family
or prospective parents waiting
toadopt their step children.

As many as 412 children,
adopted under in-country
adoptions, figure in the catego-
ry of ‘relative & step adoption’.
Break-up of data on domestic
adoptions shows that relatives
and step parents in India
adopted 311 and 101 children, re-
spectively Relatives (NRL/OCI)

33K ON WAITLIST

Adoption Statistics
Ein-country ®inter-country
202324 Total
TN a49 4,009
202223
U 3,441
2021-22
TN as 3,405
2020-21
3142 Livr
2019-20
3,745
2018-19
G5 4,027
2017-18
3.2 651 3,927
2016-17
T8 3,788
2015-16
T ess 3,677
{Source: Central Adoption Resource
Authority; Financial Year: April to March)

TIMES VIEW: Adoptions

create a win-win situation for
both foster parents and the
adopted. Which is why it is
heartening that such cases are
rising. However, in a country
of about 1,400 million people,
the numbers are still extremely
low. The govt should put in
place a more adoption-friendly
but rigorous process to
further promote this
progressive social trend.

abroad adopted 18 children.

A key factor contributing to
increase inadoptions can beat-
tributed to focus on promoting
adoption within the country.
One of the major shift under
the law was that the power to
passan adoption order was giv-
en to district magistrate in-
stead of court. Officials also
point to simplification of adop-
tion processtocutdowndelays.

Swedish national in
Nagpur in search of
biological mother

risscrossing continents, a

41-year-old Swedish
woman hitthe streets of
Nagpurinsearch of her
biological mother who gave her
up for adoption four decades
ago, reports Soumitra Bose,

Patricia Eriksson, borntoa
23-year-old unwed motherin
Daga Hospital in Feb 1983, was
adopted a year later from an
orphanage by a Swedish couple.
On her second visitto Nagpur in
search of her mother, Patricia
returned to her hotel Monday
without success, but unwilling
to give up on her mission.

She visited anganwadis,
schools, police stations and
old neighbourhoods of
Shantinagar. She knocked at
red-light districtenquiring
about “a woman named
Shanta”.”l just want to meet
her once, hug her and shower
kisses on her before leaving this
planet,” said Patricia. Mother of
three sons, she said, *l am not
here to judge anyone.”

Thanking her Swedish
parents Patricia said, “They
brought me up well and | have
no words of gratitude.” But she
hoped they had authentic data
about her mother or her photo.

Patricia nurtured alonging
to meet her mother since her
childhood and would run
towards any dark-skinned
woman in her city. After growing
up, she began scrutinising
her adoption documents.

Bhojshala ASI survey to go on but
no action on report sans SC nod

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Supreme Courton
Monday allowed ASI to carry
on with a survey of Bhojshala
temple-Kamal Maula mosque
complex in Dhar district of
Madhya Pradesh but directed
that no action would be taken
on the basis of the survey re-
port without its permission.

A benchof Justices Hrishi-
kesh Roy and Prashant Kumar
Mishraalsodirected ASInotto
carry out any excavation on
the premises which could alter
the character of the structure.

The 1lth century monu-
ment is at the centre of a dis-
pute between Hindus and
Muslims. Hindus believe it is
a temple of Goddess Vagdevi,
an incarnation of Goddess
Saraswati, while the Muslim
community calls it the Kamal
Maula mosque, On March 11,

The 11th century monument in MP's
Dhar district is at the center of a
dispute between Hindus & Muslims

Madhya Pradesh HC had di-
rected ASI to carry out a “sci-
entific survey” of the Bhoj-
shala complex in six weeks.
As the survey has been go-
ing on for the last 11 davs, se-
nior advocate Salman Khur-
shid, appearing for Maulana
Kamaluddin Welfare Society,
told the bench that he was not
pressing for stay but urged
the court to direct ASI not to
excavate. He said there was a

gravevard adjacent to the
structure where ASI was car-
rvingoutexcavation in which
human remains were found.
“We are not staving the
survey but donot try todigup
things,” the bench said. SC
thereafter passed an order
seeking response from MP
govt and ASI on the appeal fil-
edagainstthe HC orderdirect-
ing survey of the structure.
“Issue notice returnable
in four weeks, In the interim,
no action should be taken
without the leave of thiscourt
on the outcome of the ordered
impugned survey. It is made
clear that no physical excava-
tion should be taken which
will change the character
of the premises in question,”
the apex court bench said.
After HC's March 11 order,
the petitioner had moved SC
for interim stay but Supreme
Court refused to grant stay.
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KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of India Undertaking)
NOTICE INVITING OPEN-E-TENDER DATED 01.04.2024 (Second Call)

On behalf of Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd., Senior Regional
Engineer, Ratnagiri is inviting Open E-Tenders for the following work.

. (Web

Name of Work: Rock bolting and shotcreting in Lajul Shaft inside
Twodiein Karbude tunnel under AEN/Ratnagiri section. (Tender No.: KR-RN-W-
house GMR Visakhapatnam International | |2023-68A (Second Call)). Estimated cost: ¥ 212,22 583/- EMD:
. collapse: Airport Ltd (GVIAL) s issuing ¥ 2,56,100/- Last date and time of depositing of tender online:
Two people Expression of Interest for 23/04/2024 upto 15:00 hrs. For further details, contact office of
died after prequalification of interested Regional Railway Manager, Office, MIDC area, Mirjole, Ratnagiri
i Hiouea parties for award of IT Concession site: hitps://www.ireps.gov.in)
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Delhi.
under:-

reported missing since 18.03.2024 at
8:20 PM from her residence vide DD
No.45A Dated 26.03.2024 registered
at Police Station K.N. Katju Marg,
Her physical description is as

Complexion: Fair, Height: 54",
Medium, Clothing: Blue coloured jeans, Blue coloured top
and white-pink coloured shoesinfeet.

Any person having

JuhiParveen

@ muskan

any

For more DetailsS04AWI T TG ], 8667
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Tele No. : 011-24368638 or 24368641
FAX No. : 011-24368639 Tel.:
DP/3689/RD/2024

Face: Round, Built:

information/Clue about this
missing female, may inform SHO, K.N. Katju Marg, Delhi at
E-mail ; cic@cbi.gov.in or website ; http://cbi.nic.in

Sd/-

SHO, K.N. Katju Marg, Delhi
011-27571162, 27571171
Mob.: 9911954646, 8750870327
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Handloom Haat
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India’s rich heritage - wear handloom fabrics with pride
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Kharge: PM
building false
narrative on
Katchatheevu

New Delhi: Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge said
PM Modi had manufactured a
“false narrative on katchath-
eevu” to divert focus from his
silence in the face of Chinese
provocations and occupation
of 2,000 sq km of Indian terri-
tory after he gave a “free pass”

Kerala author quits

TIMES NATION | Politics & Policy

R il Will start talks with Sri Lanka to get
il interference: TiShing rights off Katchatheevu: EAM
' Katchatheevu issue

~ ‘Cong, DMK
- Ceded Claim has unmasked DMK’s
double standards: PM

K Antony avier

cluding Sahitya Akademi
award, Ezhuthachan award,
‘ayalar award and EKerala
Sahitva Akademiaward.

The author said this is the
first time that such a thing
happened in the long-che-
quered history of the Akade-
mi “which consistently up-

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: Noted litterateur
from Kerala C Radhakrish-
nan on Monday resigned as
eminent member of Sahitya
Akademiasamark of protest
after Union minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal inaugurated

- Without Any
 Resistance’

this year's literary festival a
few weeksago,

Radhakrishnan, who sent
his resignation to Sahitya
Akademi secretary K Sreeni-
vasarao, felt the minister’s
move amounted to ‘politicisa-
tion of cultural affairs’.

*“The festival was inaugu-
rated by a person without any
known credential whatsoev-
er in literature, Strange that
the Akademi wanted this per-
son so badly that it waited till
it became clear that declara-
tion of general elections will
not make the Akademi out of
bounds for him,” wrote Rad-
hakrishnan, who is a recip-
ient of several awards, in-

held its autonomy against
pressure exerted by those
with political clout™. *“Last
vear; a lesser official, a minis-
ter of state, had taken part in
inaugural session of the fes-
tival, inviting protests from
all of us. Assurance wasgiven
that this will not repeat. Hope
you remember the unrelent-
ing struggle we putup against
efforts to influence the Aka-
demi politically,” he wrote,

Radhakrishnan said that
he is not against any particu-
lar political party “I protest
politicisation of administra-
tion of culture eroding the in-
dependent stature of the Aka-
demi,” he wrote.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me thal accused
Mohd. Saddam @ Chhotu, S/o: Mohd. Mutakeem, R/o: H.No.
59589, Gali Babbu Khan, Ballimaran, Chandni Chowk, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR
No.967/2022, U/s 376/328 IPC, P.S.: Kotwali, Delhi and it has been
retuned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Mohd. Saddam @ Chhotu cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Mohd.
Saddam @ Chhotu has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Mohd. Saddam @
Chhotu accused of FIR No. 967/2022, U/s 376/328 IPC, P.S.
Kotwali, Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer the
said complainton or before 02.05.2024. By Order

Ms. Meena Chauhan

DPI3747IN/2024- Metropolitan Magistrate-08
(Court Matter) Room No. 272, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
i NORTHERN RAILWAY

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Amid disclo-
sures through RTIthat India
did not try hard enough to
keep Katchatheevu, exter-
nal affairs minister S Jaish-
ankar said govt will open ne-
cotiations with Sri Lanka
over implementation of In-
dia-Sri Lanka Maritime
Boundary Act and a subse-
quent deal based on which
Colombo is stopping Indian
fishermen fromoperating in
waters near the island.

“We should get fishing
rights. We need to sit with
Sri Lankan authorities and
sort it out. Even today, our
fishermen are being arrest-
ed and vessels are being
seized. Katchatheevu island
was given away in 1974 and
fishing rights were given
away in 1976,” Jaishankar
said as he held Congress and
DMK equally responsible
for “ceding claim without
putting up resistance”.

He said the most basic
reason was Indifference
shown by central govt and
the Prime Ministers of the
day (Jawaharlal Nehru and
Indira Gandhi) and conniv-
ance of DMK govt with Con-
oressregime of the time.

*We know who did it but
people of the country should
be told who hid it, In May of
1961, PM Nehruwrote that he
attaches no importance at
all to this little island and he
would have no hesitation in
giving up claim to it. He

Jaishankar said people have a right to know how Katchatheevu was
given to Sri Lanka and why even fishing rights were given up

wrote that he doesn’t like
matters like this being pend-
ing indefinitely and being
raised again and again in
Parliament. He saw it as a
nuisance,” Jaishankar said,
reading out from documents
on the agreement and pre-
ceding debates on the issue.

The minister further
added that people have a
right to know how Katchath-
eevu was given to 5ri Lanka,
why evenfishingrights were
given up in 1976 after giving
an assurance to Parliament
that fishing rights of Indi-
ans had been safeguarded in
the 1974 agreement.

In past 20 years, 6,184 In-
dian fishermen have been
detained and 1,175 Indian
fishing vessels seized, de-
tained or apprehended by
Sri Lanka, Jaishankar said
as he called out DMK and
Congress for making it ap-
pear that the issue has
emerged out of thin air and
they were not responsible
for the island being ceded to
SriLanka.

“In pastfive vears, Katch-
atheevu and fishermen's is-
sue have been repeatedly
raised by various parties in
Parliament. The then chief
minister of Tamil Nadu has
written to me numerous

times, And my record shows
that to the current CM (M K
Stalin), I have replied 21
times on this issue. This is
not an issue which has sud-
denly surfaced. Thisisalive
1ssue,” the minister said.

“Now, every political par-
tv in Tamil Nadu hastakena
position on this matter, As
though the situation is for
today’s central govt to re-
solve, there is no history to
this, this has just happened,
they are people who are tak-
ing up the cause; that is the
way they would like to pro-
jectit,” hesaid.

“The PM (Indira Gandhi)
18 said to have remarked in
an All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) meeting that
this is a little rock. I am re-
minded of those davs when
Pandit Nehru called our
northern boundary a place
where not a blade of grass
grew. [ would like to remind
that after this historic state-
ment by Nehru, he never re-
gained confidence of the
country,” Jaishankar said,
adding that the same hap-
pened to Indira when she
said this was only a “little
rock™. “This dismissive atti-
tude was the historic Con-
gress  attitude  towards
Katchatheevu,” he said.

- Continued fromP1

ew details emerging
N on Katchatheevu have

unmasked DMK's
double standards totally”
PM posted on X, along with
the TOI report.,

He targeted Congress for
the second day running over
the controversial decision.
“Congress and DMK are fam-
ily units. They only care that
their own sons and daugh:
ters’ rise. They don't care for
anyone else, Their callous-
ness on Katchatheevu has
harmed interesis of our poor
fishermen and fisherwomen
in particular,” hesaid.

On Sunday, he had said.
“Weakening India’s unity, in-
tegrity and interests has been
Congress’ way of working for
7o yearsand counting.”

PM’s remarks come in the
wake of growing scrutiny of
the agreement between India
and Sri Lanka, signed during
the tenure of Indira Gandhi
govt in 1974. The TOI report
was based on an RTT reply re-
ceived by Tamil Nadu BJP
president K Annamalai to his
queries on the matter,

Annamalai reiterated
that Congress and DMK col-
luded to give away Katchath-
eevu to Sri Lanka. “This is
part two of expose of be-
traval of DMK in ceding of
Katchatheevu,” Annamalai
said at a press conference,
adding, "Ex-CM Karunanid-
hi was consulted twice be-
fore ceding Katchatheevu to

‘Diversionary ploy:
Stalin slams BJP
over island row

Tamil Nadu CM M K Stalin
alleged that BJPis using
Katchatheevurowasa
diversionary tactic to hide the
party’s failures. He took adigat
BJP for*'sudden fondness' for
fishermen without taking any
measures for their welfare for
10 years. Other DMK ministers
joined him in condemning BIP
govt. State industries minister
T R B Raaja asked if this issue
was raked up todivert
attention from Chinese
intrusion in Arunachal. T

SriLankaand hesaid for ob-
vious political reasons that
he will not take an open pub-
lic stand in accepting Cen-
tre’sdecision.”

He said, “But he assured
the foreign secretary that he
will keepthe reaction low-key
and not allow it to be plaved
up. M K Stalin (Tamil Nadu
CM) has to own up to this be-
traval of his partv and apol-
ogise unconditionally to our
fishermen for putting their
lives and livelihoods at risk
for past 50 vears.”

BJP is hopeful that the is-
sue will help it in Lok Sabha
polls since it involves neigh-
bouring Sri Lanka whose
treatment of its own Tamil ci-
tizens and Tamil Nadu fisher-
men has long been a charged
political issue in the state.

tothe belligerent neighbour.

Party general secretary Jai-
ram Ramesh, releasing RT1 in-
formation of 2015, said under
then foreign secretary S Jaish-
ankar, who 1s now EAM, the
ministrv had clearly stated that
there was no question of ac-
guiring or ceding the island as
the area was not demarcated
and under the agreement
signed later, it lay on the Lank-
an side of India-Sri Lanka in-
ternational maritime bounda-
ry line. “1s Jaishankar disown-
ing the reply given by MEA on
Jan 27, 20157 he asked,

Taking potshots at the
minister, Congress leader P
Chidambaram said Jaishan-
kar had somersaulted from a
“liberal foreign service offi-
cer” to “spokesman of BJP-
RSS". He said fishermen have
been detained by Sri Lanka
during all govts, including
Vajpayee and Modi regimes,
and all have negotiated their
release. “What has changed
for Jaishankar to launch a ti-
rade against Congress and
DMK"" he asked.

Congress said Katchathee-
v was part of a friendship
treaty, just like Modi handed
over 111 enclaves to Bangladesh
in return for 55 under bounda-
rv agreement, and nobody
pointed any fingers at him.

Spokesman Pawan Khera
said what was galling was the
land taken away by force, like
China has done post-Galwan,
and against which environ-
ment activist Sonam Wang-
chuk is holding a protest in
freezing cold in Ladakh. mn

Mahotsn Tender Notice

Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement System

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

Principal Chief materials manager, Morthern Railway, Mew Dalhi-110001 for and on
behalf of the President of India, invites e-tenders through e-procurement system for
supply of the following items:-

Sr. No. | Tender Mo Brief Description Qty. |Closing Date
Pacli i1
01 |g224g3p7p| vane-Pacitexel 100 mg 1900) 22.04.2024
02 |azzda1030E TOM - 1 (Ado-trastuzumab emiansing) 120 24 04 9024
Inj, 100mg Nos
Note: 1, Vendors may visitthe IREPS website i.e. www, ireps.gov.in E .E
for details. -
Tender Motice No. Inj. Medicines Dated: 01.04 2024
95312024 E

Serving Customers With A Smile

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr. PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Tashi S/o Sh. Karma R/o N-17, Aruna Nagar,
Majnu Ka Tilla, Civil Lines, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
294/2020 Dt 17.07.2020 U/s 12/9/55 D.G. Act at PS: Civil
Lines, Delhi and it has been returmed to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused Tashi can not be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Tashi has absconded (or i1s concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that the said accused Tashi of FIR No. 294/2020 Dt.
17.07.2020 U/s 12/9/55 D.G. Act of PS: Civil Lines, Delhi is
required to appear before this court to answer the said
complainton or before 14.05.2024. By order
Gaurav Goyal

Metropolitan Magistrate

Room No. 247,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that
one girfl Namely Arsh Begum dfo Md.
Kayyum R/o W-88 Amar Park,
Darbhanga tola Tulsi Nagar, Inderlok
Delhi has been missing/kidnapped from
her house. since: 06.02.2024. In this
regard, a case DD No.10A. dated .
07.03.2024. has been registered at P.S. |[BEE5 i
Sarai Rohilla, Delhi .The description of | ARSH BEGUM
the missing girl is as under.
Age:20 years, Height: 5'2°, Complexion: Fair, Face: Oval,
Built: thin, Wearing: light yellow colour frok and black color
Leggi and black color shoes in feet.Sincere efforts have been
made by the local police to trace out her but no clue has come
to light so far. If anyone has any information about the missing
girl then please inform P.S. Sarai Rohilla, Delhi at following
Tel No./ e-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in and Website: http://cbi.nic.in,
providing clue about the person,
Ph: 011-24368638, 24368641 Sd/-S.H.0.
Sarai Rohilla, Delhi

Fax No.011-24368639
DP/3637T/N/2024 Tel No. 011-23693611

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby informed that
one girl namely Kum Kum Kumari D/o
Yugal Kishor Rlo: D-461, Sanjay
Colony, Okhla Phase-ll, New Delhi,
Age: Approx 17 years, Height: 4'6",
Complexion: Wheatish, Face: Round,
Built: Thin, wearing Yellow Pink T-Shirt
and Blue colour Jeans and Slipper in
feet, has been missing/kidnappeed
from the jurisdiction of P.S. Okhla
Industrial Area, Delhi since 24.12.2023. In this regard a FIR
No. 966/2023 U/S 363 IPC, dated 25.12.2023 has been
lodged at P.S. Okhla Industrial Area, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by the local police to trace
out the girl but no clue has come to light so far. If any one
having any information about her please inform undersigned.

Woebsite : hitp://cbi.nic.in

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in

Fax: 011-24368639

Ph. No. : 011-24368638, 24368641

DP/3083/SE/2024

DP/3026/N/2024

AHTU/Crime Branch,
Sector-16, Rohini, Delhi
Mob. No.: 9910013578

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Vijay Prajapati, S/o: Narayan Prajapati, Rlo: WZ-44, Ground Floor,
Dayal Sar Road, West Uttam Nagar, Delhi-110059 has committed (or
is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 52/2019,
Uls 420/411 IPC, P.S.: Rajouri Garden, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Vijay Prajapati cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Vijay Prajapati
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
saidwarrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Vijay Prajapati accused of
FIR No. 52/2019, U/s 420/411 IPC, P.S.: Rajouri Garden, Delhi is
required to appear before this court to answer the said complaint on
or before 02.05.2024. By Order

Shri Milan Goel
Metropolitan Magistrate-02
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/3837/WD/2024-
(Court Matter)

NHAI halts toll fee hike till June1

New Delhi: In a temporary relief to commuters, National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI)on Monday deferred for
two months annual toll rate hike, which comes to effect from
April 1every vear, reports Dipak Dash.

The authority issued instructions to all regional offices
(ROs)tocontinue with theold toll rate after getting a go-ahead
from Election Commission.

Initslettersissuedto ROs, NHAIsaid, “...it has been decid-
ed tomaintain status quo inrespect of user feerates (read toll
charge)i.e. tocontinue with the rates prevalent for FY 2023-24
(without revision) at NH fee plazas till date of poll.” This
would mean that the old rates will continue till June 1.

PM backs EB as key ‘st
step’ towards probity

Surendra Singh &
Manash Gohain | Tnn

New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi on Sunday justified
his govt's decision to bring
in electoral bonds and said

his govt. “People who are
protesting againstelectoral
bonds will soon regret it.
Before 2014, there was no
trailof funds given to politi-
cal parties during polls.
Thanks to electoral bonds.

if‘?ﬁ NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH
T

1 H AND NEURO SCIENCES, (A Insfitute of National Importance,
e under Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Gowt. of India)

Hosur Road, Bengaluru - 560 029
No.: NIMH/PU-(D)TENDER/RC(24-26)/01 & 02/2023-24 Date: 22.03.2024

TENDER NOTIFICATION

Online tender is invited from the Primary Manufacturers or Import
License Holders (In respect of imported items only) for supply of various
kinds of Drugs, Chemicals, Surgical & Miscellaneous items required by
the Institute for the period of 24 Months for the date of issue of Rate
Contract. The validity of Rate Contract is from 01.05.2024 to 31.03.2026.
Last date of submission of tender is 17.04.2024, tenderer can download
tender forms from Central Public Procurement Portal (e-procurement
Website) https:/leprocure.gov.in/feprocure/app and submit the tender
in online by enclosing the required documents & fee indicated therein.
Tender |D. 1. 2024_NIMHN_799111_2 for Drugs

2. 2024 NIMHN_ 800055 1 for Surgical
Website: https:/leprocure.gov.infeprocure/app

and https:/inimhans.ac.in/

Sd/-, Director

BANARAS LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, VARANASI-221004

Bid No. E-120/2023-2024 E-TENDERS Date: 30.03.2024

E-Tender are invited for & on behalf of the President of India for the supply of
following items. Only e-offer will ba accepted for which vender must have Class |l
Digital Signature and registrations on IREPS, The details of tenders are in the
following sequence - 5.Mo., Tender Mo., (Due Date), Description and Quantity.
1. 03231099E, 09.04.24 15,00, PL No. 20250559, Developmental Tender of Sealing
Rubber, 30 Set. 2, 032311110, 08.04.24,15.00, PL No. 25610916, Developmental
Tender of Set of Fitting, 30 Set. 3. 032313530, 15.04.24,15.00, PL No. 29720977,
Developmental Tender of Set of insulating Base, 20 Sel. 4. 032311438,
10.04,24.15.00, PL No 80338741, MC Steel Round Bar, 71 Kgs. PL No. 90722371,
Round bar 56 mm, 198 Kgs. PL No.90726352, Round Bar 40 mm, 616 Kgs. PL
MNo.905883622, Round bar 50 mm, 7 Kgs. 5. 032313018, 09.04.24,15.00, PL
Mo 90335247, MS Round Bar 22 mm, 21 Kgs. PL Mo 90336355, MS Round Bar 6
mm, 387 kgs. PL No.80336380, M5 Round Bar 20 mm, 6 Kgs. PL No. 90336409,
Round Bar 28 mm, 17 Kgs. PL No. 20336434, M5 Round Bar 50 mm, 35 Kgs. 6.
03231447A, 12.04.24,15.00, PL No.90367170 MC Hex Bar 23.81 mm, 20.48 Kg. PL
MNo.90743080, MC Steel Hex Bar 31.75 mm, 3.66 Kgs. PL No.90984850 MC Hex Bar
23.81 mm, 11 Kgs. 7. 032315548, (08/04/2024), Nipple, PL NO. 17200386- 02 Nos.,
PLNO. 17201457- 01 Nos.. PLNO._ 17201482- 02 Nos., PLNO. 17201834- 01 Nos.,
PLNO. 17203650- 02 Nos,, PLNO_17281430-01 Nos., PL NO. 17857260- 01 Nos.,
PLNO. 17201780- 03 Nos, PLNO, 17202243- 03 Nos., PL NO, 17202632- 03 Nos.,
PL MO, 17281337- 03 Nos, 8, 03241009, (22.04.24), Complete Shell Assembly, PL
N0 29176591, 63 set. 9, 022313760, (1904/2024), EXHAUST VALVE (INCONEL},
PL MNo. 10244384, 229 Nos. 10. 05231198 (12.04.24), MILD STEELS PLATES, PL.
Mo. B0412679, 40 MT. 11. 05231199 (15.04 24}, MILD STEELS PLATES, PL.No.
90414184, 30 MT. 12. 05241015 (16.04.24), MILD STEEL PLATES, PL.No,
80414214, 40 MT. 13, 06231244C, (OT05/2024), PLASTIC COATED FLEXIBLE
CONDUIT & FITTINGS KIT 3/4° as per Drg.No, ELIPT/530 ALT R 2 as per Specn,
DEL/SPN/202 RS THIS 1S A SAFETY ITEM to PL Mo. 12520548, 12 Set. 14,
06241081, (25/04/2024), SET OF RATING PLATE OTHER THAN PANEL SECTION
as per Drg.No. BLW DRG.No. 29618 411 Specn: CLW/ES/03/0252 ALT. | &
CLW/ESIO3/0410ALT. Dto PLNo, 28618411, 334 Set. 15, 08241021, Open Tender,
(18.04.2024), Lube Oil Cooler Assembly, (PL No. 17050534), 18 Nos. 16.
082311510, Dev. Tender, (01.05.2024), Bolt (PL No. 19016086), 829 Nos. 17.
082211270, Open Tender, (24,04.2024), Bolt Special, (PL Mo. 19011167 ), 5977 Nos,
18. M2371052C, 15-04-2024, Developmental Set of NON Metalic Pipe, PL No.
289230020, 30 Set. 19. 01231064E, 07-05-2024, Bearing Ball, PL Mo. 16150256 571
Mos. 20. 01241028, 02-04-2024, Strap Saddle Clamp, PL Mo. 16141556, 1028 Nos,
21. 01241009, 30-04-2024, Pips ASM, PL No, 17061600, 36 Nos., Pipe ASM, PL No.
17050704, 15 Nos. 22, 01241007, 30-04-2024, Tube PL Mo, 17202087, 72 Nos. 23,
092310790, (16/04/2024), Developmental Tender for Latching Push Button Corridor
Lighting, to PL No. 29700097, 20 Sets. 24, 092310820, (17/04/2024), Cable Gland
PG 28 MS NI, to PL No. 29611570, 60 Nos. The details of above tenders are available
on www.blw.indianrailways.gov.in and www.ireps.gov.in CORRIGENDUM :-
25, Tender No.: 042310760, Bid No.: E-108/2023-24 Revision: 2 Due Date:
29.03.2024 Details of Correction: 1) Due date : To be read as 12/04/2024 instead of
29.03.2024, 26. Tender No.: 09221340, Due Date: 30/04/2024 Description: TM
Speed Sensor Suitable for EMD AC-AC Trachion System to PL Mo, 18080170,
Quantity: 57 Moz, 27, Tender No. Global Tender: 02231157, Bid No.: E-95/2023-
24 Rev. No.: 02 Existing Due Date: 27/03/2024 Revised Due Date: 19/04/2024,
28, Tender No. Global Tender: 09241008, Bid No.: E-112/2023-24 Rev. No.: 01
Existing Due Date: 22/03/2024 Revised Due Date: DE/04/2024 Note:- All ather
terms and conditions will remain unchanged for above tenders

PROVBLWI/S-128 Principal Chief Material Manager
§][w|[@) /blwvaranasi® Website:- www.blw.indianrailways.gov.in"

of Subzi Mandi, Delhi.

o+ - | General public is hereby informed
a4, 1 that an unidentified deadbody of male
. | Age : About 28 years, Height : 5'6",
.| Complexion :
iy Bound,
Identification: A tattoo of Ganesh
3 Das on left hand, wearing blue jeans
= 7| and white printed shirt, was found
dead in train accident on 28.03.2024

at KM Pole No. 11/25 UP Line between Adarsh Nagar &
Badli Railway Station, Delhi. In this regard a DD No. 10-A
dated 28.03.2024 has been lodged at P.S. Subzi Mandi
Railway Station, Delhi. The dead body has been
preserved for 72 hours for identification in the mortuary

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address ortelephone nos.

SHO - P.S. Subzi Mandi Railway Station, Delhi

DP/3812/ALY/24

Tel. No. : 09868037477, 9625614517

they were an important
first step In tackling influ-
ence of black monev in elec-
toral politics and any im-
perfection in it could have
been taken care of in due
courseof time.

In an interview to Than-
thi TV channel which he
postedon X, PM alsodismis-
sed opposition’s protesis
against ED and PMLA and
said neither are ‘creation’
of hisgovt.

He was unfazed by the
volley of criticism over
electoral bonds and said
they are an improvement
on the earlier system where
there was no trail of cash
flow to parties. He said ev-
ery system has its flaws and
they could have been recti-
fied while dismissing the
notion that bond controver-
sy had a negative impact on
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Letter No.- 397/Motihari

of this Division.

PR- 000006 (WRD) 2024-25

AreaH 3 fFates 2024— waeE 9EaER, e & Taan

Executive Engineer

Sikrahna Embankment Division, Motihari,
E-mail:-sikrahnamotihari2015@gmail.com
(Through e-procurement mode only = https://eproc2 bihar.gov.in)

Tender No. 055BD/2023-24 and P.R No0.-020157 (W.R.D)/2023-24,
invited by the undersigned is Corrected. Now the time and date of opening of
Technical Bids ( SR.No-5 of NIT) is Corrected to dated 08.04.2024 at 3.30 P.M.
Rest the Matters and Conditions will remain as original NIT No.-55BD/2023-24

This Information is Available on Website-https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in
For further details please visit : www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

Office of the

CORRIGENDUM

Executive Engineer
Sikrahna Embankment Division, Motihari

Essential med prices
set to see marginal
rise after govt nod

Delhi: National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority (NFPPA) has allowed
pharma companies tomarginally increase
prices of scheduled formulations included
in National List of Essential Medicines
(NLEM) from April 1. The drugs include
commonly used painkillers, antibiotics,
diabetes medications, and anti-rabies im-
munoglobulin,
Durgesh Nandan Jha.

Each unit of anti-rabies
globulin (injection 150 IU/ml) will now be
available for maximum Rs 3.454. Ceiling
price of anti-tetanus immunoglobulin was
383.6. A unit of Amikacin (in-
jection 250 mg/ml) will cost maximum Rs
54.2, asper NPPA order.

Quantum of increase in prices of
scheduled formulation included in NLEM
is based on change in Wholesale Price In-
dex of formulation for the preceding
vear, as decided in Drug (Pricing Control)
Order 2013. Unlike the previous year, when
WPFI change was in excess of 10%, this year
the movement is significantly low leading
to a marginal increase in prices of sched-
uled formulations.

Indian Pharmaceutical Alliance secre-
tary general Sudarshan Jain said the price
increase is per norms laid down by govt.

fixed at Rs 1,

Shahjahan remanded to
ED custody till April 13

Rolkata: PMLA court in Kolkata Monday re-
manded Sandeshkhali strongman Sheikh
Shahjahan in ED custody till April 13, report
Subrata Chattoraj & Rohit Khanna. ED
counsel said the agency has enough evidence
in possession to take him in custody under
PMLA and asked for another 14-day custody.

wecan now trace the source
of funding,” Modi said in
hisfirstremarksovertheis-
sue since SC’s decision of
Feb15striking down EBs.

He dismissed the allega-
tion of weaponisation of
ED and other central agen-
cies for partisan ends. “ED
functions independently
and central govt does
not interfere in its work,”
he said. He added that the
agency had seized thou-
gands of crores of black
money post-2014 and had
“already returned Rs 17,000
crore to citizens who de-
served it”. “Neither do we
stop them nor do we send
them,” he said.

“Did our govt establish
ED? Did we introduce
PMLA? They were there be-
fore our govt was formed,”
he added.

among others, reports

immuno-
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DANCE of DEMOCRACY

Dalits

Bosco.Dominique@timesgroup.com

lectoral politics in Tamil Nadu
is, among other things, a jambo-
ree of ironies. What else can

Desia Katchi, which has a support base

among gounders in some western pockets,

NOT CAST IN STONE? IN TN
POLITICS, I'T PERHAPS IS

PMK & VCK AS ALLIES EMBODY SIGNIFICANCE OF CASTE-BASED PARTIES
THE ARITHMETIC

> Parayar (SC) | 12%
—— » Devendra Kula

BREAK-UP

PMK's decision to align with BIP is » Total population | 7.2 cr
seen as the party's strategy to work for a
coalition govt in TN without DMK and

PMK
INLS

direct fight in the reserved constituency
of Villupuram where VCK general secre-
tary I} Ravikumar seeks re-election. Al-
ADME, meanwhile, has tied up with K
Krishnaswamy's Puthiya Tamilagam
which represents the devendra kula vel-
lalar sect that constitutes about
Dalits in the state (paraivars, who Thiru-
mavalavan represents, account for 12%

while arundhativars constitute 3%). IJNH{
also has in its fold Kongunadu Maklkal

1998 | Contested 5 seats and won 4

5% of

that ATADMEK and PMK are not together
this time. “Votes of vanniyars will be split
between AIADME and PMEK, givingusan
edge,” said a VCK functionary. “PMEK
joined an alliance led by BJE, which has
completely different ideologies. PMEK de-
mands the conduct of a caste-based census
while BJP is against it. Similarly, the
stance of the two parties on NEET and
reservation and several other issues are
contradictory.” he said.

2009 | Runner up in all 6 seats contested

1999 | Contested 7 seats and won 5

2014 | Contested 8 seats, only Anbumani won

2004 | Contested 5 and won all 5 seats

2019 | Lost all 7 seats contested

Vellalar (SC) | 5 explain the eagerness of virtu- AIADMEK in 2026, “That’s why thalaivar Feiees
- > ,u,mnmamwﬂr | 3 : ally every party that vows to  (Anbumani) isn't contesting this time,” %
< strive for a casteless society putting caste  said an insider. In the fray in Dharmapuri i
> Vanniyars |14 oD high priority while choosingalliesand s his wife Sowmiya Anbumani. Anbum-
candidates? Whileeach of thethreemajor ani has been trying to shake off PMK's
» Thevars alliances this time tried to keepcaste-based  image as a ‘caste party’, but the party's
(Mukkulathor) 6-7  yte hanks happy, two parties hottom line remains the sup-
» Gounders |67 stand out as embodiments of port of vannivars - something
» Nadar |45 caste politics - PMK and VCK. that makes it desirable for alli-
e ada 45 Anbumani Ramadoss’s ance leaders. » Miiclife
PMEK, with a strong Vannivar VCK has been a dependable
_ — > Naidu | 3 votebase, and Thol Thirumava- ally of DMK. Besides his callto > Christians e m!
B > Mudaliyar [2-3 lavan's VCK, a Dalit party, have defeat ‘fascist forces’, Thiruma-
— —— been in demand in the alliance valavan feels his community
a— > Reddiyar | 1 market (Dalits constitute about stands to gain more by aligning VCH IN Ls
— » Chettiar | 1 20% of the state’s population, BATTLEGROUND with the winning side in the » Thol Thirumavalavan lost
—— »pillaimar | 1 while Vanniyars are estimated ~ TAMIL NADU state than the one at the Centre, thrice (1999, 2004 and 2014)
to be form around 14%). VCK Hence his stand that this elec- :
;ﬂsb‘:e'fd“'e‘j | 1 staved loyal to the DMK alliance; PMK  tion is “not between the INDIA bloc and ® oi Uiver: NS, 20 =
negotiated simultaneously with BJP and  the BJP-led NDA, but between the people > Ravikumar is contesting
——— » Others |32 AIADMEK before finally deciding to sail and Sangh Parivar”, A challenge for VCK LS polisfor the
(According tosatianathan  With the saffon. would be that it hasn't got its preferred ~ second time
Commission) Both the parties have strong bases in  ‘pot’ symbol. » He is a sitting MP from
the northern districts. And they are in a VCK members find comfort in the fact Villupuram

SC notice to
EC on PIL for
complete
VVPAT count

New Delhi: Supreme Court on
Monday issued notice to Elec-
tion Commission on a PIL filed
by activist Arun Kumar Agra-
wal seeking complete count of
voter verified paper audit trail
(VVPAT) paper slips in elec-
tions as opposed to the current
practice of verification of only
five randomly selected elec-
tronic voting  machines
(EVMs) in each assembly seg-
ment of a parliamentary con-
stitutency, Citing that similar
petitions are pending and un-
der consideration of the apex
court, a bench headed by Jus-
tice B R Gavai tagged Agra-
wal's plea with them.

The petitioner said that if
simultaneous verification is
done and more officers are de-
ployed for counting, the com-
plete VVPAT verification can
be done in matter of 5-6 hours.

The petition further argued
that while govt has spent near-
Iy Rs 5,000 crores on purchase
of nearly 24lakh VVPATS, pres-
ently slips of only about 20,000
VVPATs are verified. Given
that questions are being raised
by experts on VVPATs and
EVMs and a large number of
discrepancies have been re-
ported, it is imperative that all
VVPATS slips are counted and
the voter is given an opportuni-
ty to verify that his vote as cast
in the ballot is also counted by
allowing him to physically
drophis/her VVPAT slipon the
ballot box, itargued. T

HC: Can’t issue
blanket order

to deposit arms
before polls

Lucknow: Lucknow bench of
Allahabad high court has or-
dered UP govt not to force peo-
ple to deposit their licensed
arms under a blanket order,
saying the state has to specity
the reasons why it's necessary
to deposit the weapons. An-
gered by the state directive ask-
ing licence holders to deposit
their firearms as soon as the
model code of conduct comes
into force, despite previous HC
rulings against such a general
order, Justice Abdul Moin
warned authorities of impos-
ing heavy costs, if HC's order
was not complied with.

The bench found in the case
of Mohd Arif Khan in 1984, HC
had restrained state author-
ities from passing sucha gener-
al order requiring people to de-
posit their licensed arms. HC
had reiterated its order in dif
ferent cases in 2000, 2002, 2021
and again in 2022, but to avail.
Censuring the “lackadaisical
approach” of authorities, the
courtsaid it showed judgments
of “the highest court of state...
{(which) are binding on all au-
thorities in the state are being
conveniently overlooked”. tun

ARTISTS ADD COLOUR TO POLL PROCESS

Volunteers create a ‘rangoli’ during a competition organised to create voter awareness ahead of
upcoming Lok Sabha elections in Chikkamagaluru in Karnataka on Monday

EC raps Ghosh, Shrinate for

‘low-level personal attacks’

BJP seeks EC action against Rahul
for ‘match-fixing’ comment

aking strong exception to Rahul Gandhi's *match fixing”
remark at the opposition INDIA bloc rally, BIP Monday
urged Election Commission to take the “strictest action”
against Congress and issue directions to lodge an FIR against
Rahul. BJP also urged EC to direct the Congress leader to
tender an *unconditional public apology™ to the nation and PM
Narendra Modi for levelling "false allegations” against him.
Addressing INDIA bloc's rally on Sunday, Rahul accused
Modi of trying to do “match-fixing” in Lok Sabha polls and
warned if BJP won the election through this endeavour and
“changed” the Constitution, the country would be “finished".
Trinamool Congress, meanwhile, appealed to EC Monday
torestrain central agencies like ED, CBl and |-T dept from
taking action against candidates, leaders and workers of
parties opposed to BIP till the conclusion of the polls. tww

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Election Com-
mission on Monday strong-
ly censured BJP MP Dilip
Ghosh and Congress spo-
kesperson Supriva Shrinate
over their derogatory re-
marks against West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee and
actress and BJP candidate
from Mandi Kangna Ra-
naut, respectively.

Ruling that the im-
pugned statements by the
politicians were “low-level
personal attacks” and thus
in violation of model code
of conduct, EC, in separate
orders, warned them to be
careful with their public ut-
terances. Sources said both
their election-related com-
munications will hence-
forth be “especially and ad-
ditionally monitored™ by
EC for derogatory content.

Specifically condemn-
ing the disrespectful post
made from Shrinate’s han-
dleagainst Ranaut, ECsaid
the former being chairper-
son of Congress’'s social

media and digital platform
at national level, “is expect-
ed to know sensitivities of
wider communication”,
EC on Monday also
marked to the party chiefs a
copyof itswarningnoticeto
Ghosh and Shrinate. The
purpose, sources said, is to
get the party heads to sensi-
tise their functionaries to be
careful while communicat-
ing inthepublicdomainand

refrain from making any de-
rogatory comments or vio-
lating MCC guidelines.
While the posts from
Shrinate’ssocial media han-
dles had taken an undigni-
fied digat Ranaut’s candida-
ture from Mandi (Mandi be-
ing a slang associated with
immoral traffic), Ghosh had
stirred the hornet’s nest by
commenting on Mamata's
parentage at a press meet.

Influential Naga |

outfit threatens

to abstain from
poll process

Guwahati: Eastern Naga
People’s Organisation (EN-
PO), the apex body of seven
major tribes of Nagaland, has
written to the chief election
commissioner reaffirming its
decision to abstain from the
Lok Sabha elections in protest
against non-creation of a sep-
arate “Frontier Nagaland
Territory”. ENPO says Centre
had promised the separate
zone, with greater autonomy;
before the announcement of
the model code of conduct.

ENPOhasbeendemanding
that the zone be carved out of
the state’s six eastern districts

- Mon, Kiphire, Longleng,
Tuensang, Shamator and Nok-
lak. Centre has proposed an al-
ternative autonomous council
with legislative, executive, ad-
ministration, and financial
autonomy, These six districts
are home to seven of the 17
tribes of the state, including
the Konvak, Chang, Yimkhi-
ung, Sangtam, Phom, Khiam-
niungan and Tikhir.

The entire state is one Lok
Sabha constituency (Naga-
land) comprising 60 assembly
segments. Twenty of these seg-
mentsare inthesixeasterndis-
tricts. These districts together
have nearly four lakh voters,
which would be about 30% of
the state’s total electorate.

In its letter, ENPO said
MHA had on Dec 7, 2023, “of-
fered and assured” to settle the
creation of Frontier Nagaland
Territory before LS poll model
code. “Despite numerous re-
minders through letters and
mass public rallies, MHA turn-
edadeaf ear...whichiswhy the
Eastern Nagaland populace
feels compelled to take this
course of action as a means of
expressing our collective dis-
content,” it wrote. ENPO em-
phasised its decision was not
intended as an act of defiance
against the electoral machin-
ery or principles of democracy.

BJP makes veiled attack on Naveen aide
Pandian with focus on ‘Odia asmita’

Ashok.Pradhan
@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: BJP and
BJD's swift transition from
would-be allies to poll rivals
manifested itself in a tug-of-
war over “(Odia asmita
(pride)” on Utkal Ivas,
with both parties projecting
themselves as the sole custo-
dian of Odisha’s culture,
history and aspirations.

BJP's focus on Odia iden-
titv is seen as a veiled attack
on CM Naveen Patnaik's
aide VK Pandian, whose
roots are in Tamil Nadu.

The saffron party on
Monday likened the BJD
govt to “Kalapahad”, the

Muslim general infamous
for attacking the Jagannath
temple in Puri in the 16th
century. In a series of posts

copter rides.

BJP alsoquestioned “un-
necessary security cover”
for Pandian, citing informa-
tion acquired through RTI

on its social media plat-
forms, BJP's Odisha g
unit accused BJD of
betraying Odia pride.
BJP's campaign
strategy was evident
immediately after its
state president Man-
mohan Samal an-
nounced that the party
would go it alone in Odisha.
Pandian, an IAS officer who
quit the bureaucracy to join
BJD last vear, became the
target of the party’s social
media meme fest focused on
his allegedly frequent heli-

-

and alleging that
all of this was “at
the expense of the
Odia people's hard-
earned money”.

BJD's take on
“Odia asmita” came
ACross 1IN A message
from CM Naveen, who said
“self-respect” was the es-
sence of the state’s quest for
development.

“Odisha continues to in-
scribe its proud history,
flourishing with the com-
mitment of every Odia.

Aligned with the era of
transformation, our collec-
tive pledge is to propel Od-
isha towards development.
As we commemorate Od-
isha Divas, let us unite to
bolster Odia pride and
stride towards a prosperous
Odisha,” Naveen wrote.

Union minister and
BJP's Sambalpur LS candi-
date Dharmendra Pradhan
said time was ripe for a
change in Odisha.

The state unit of BJP
highlighted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's “efforts to
increase the prestige and
recognition of Odisha in the
world by promoting Odia
culture globally™,

Accuses Rahul
Of Double
Standards For
‘CAA Silence’

Times News NETWORK

Kozhikode: Fault lines in the
INDIA bloc split wide open in
Kerala on Monday after CM
Pinaravi Vijavan declared it
was “inappropriate” of Con-
gress to field sitting MP Rahul
Gandhi in Wayvanad against
CPI's Annie Raja, defeating the
alliance’s professed aim of tak-
ingon BJP-led NDA.

“Can Rahul Gandhi say he
has come here to contest
against NDA? He has come
here to fight LDF, which is the
major political power. What is
the justification for contest-
ingagainst LDF, which is part
of the INDIA bloc, and that
tooagainst Annie Raja, whois
a nationally recognised Left
leader?” Vijayan said.

Accusing Rahul of “dou-
ble standard”, the CM ques-
tioned why the former Con-
gress president remained si-
lent on CAA throughout his
Bharat Jodo Nvay Yatra.

Vijayan, who attended a
campaign rally for Annie Raja
at Thiruvambady in Kozhi-
kode, said it was also infrigu-
ing that Congress wasn't tak-
ing a stand against “central
agencies hounding non-Con-
gress opposition leaders”,

“Congress plaved a key role
in levelling corruption allega-

—

%

ALLIES OR OPPONENTS?

Cong brass overrules
Maha unit, names
Ambedkar rival

ours after the state

Congress leadership said it
would would not hesitate to
support Prakash Ambedkar’s
candidature from Akola
provided his VBA backs seven of
its nominees, the Congress's poll
committee on Monday declared
the name of Dr Abhay Kashinath
Patil as its candidate from Akola.
The declaration marked the
rejection of leader of opposition
(Congress) Vijay Wadettiwar's
bid for a fresh outreach towards
the Ambedkar-led VBA. tun

tions linked to the AAP govt's
liguor licence policy in Delhi
that led ED to go after Arvind
Kejriwal. When deputy CM
Manish Sisodia was arrested,
Congress complained why Kej-
riwal was not being taken into
custody,” Vijavan said.

On Rahul’s statement that
Congress members were
crossing over to BJP after be-
ing threatened with jail, Vi-
javan said politicians were re-
quired to face adversities rath-
er than succumb to them. “In-
stead of giving up in such
situations, they should have
the courage tofight.”

Rahul’'s Wayanad fight
Inappropriate; Vijayan

Jolt to oppn as
Left names
nominees for
8 Jkhand seats

Sanjay Sahay | TnN

Ranchi: Fissures have ap-
peared in INDIA bloc in
Jharkhand, with Left parties
announcing candidates in
eightof the state'stotal14 Lok
Sabha seats despite a tenta-
tive “seat-sharing plan” for-
mulated by the alliance.

The move by CPl, CPM,
CPI-ML and MCC comes amid
claims that they find them-
selves “almost left out” in the
“seat-sharing” contours
drawnupsofar. If the Left goes
ahead and eventually contests
in these eight seats, that will
leave only six for the senior
members of the INDIA bloc,
JMM and Congress.

CPM state secretary Pra-
kash Viplav and CPI's Ajay
Singh blamed JMM and Con-
eress for not talking to them
on seat-sharing. To compli-
cate matters further, RJD, an-
other INDIA ally, has de-
manded two seats, Palamu
and Chatra, saving these are
hometoitstraditional voters.

CPI has named candidates
forfour LS seats— Palamu, Lo-
hardaga, Chatra and Dumka.
CPM has fielded nominees in
Rajmahal and Chatra. MCC
has done so from Dhanbad.
CPI-ML claims it has been as-
sured of one seat, Koderma.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Shah accuses oppn
of prioritising
family over country - Cong, joins BIP

Home minister Amit Shah is felicitated in Jodhpur on Monday. Ata
rally, Shah criticised UPA for ‘plunging the country into darkness’
and perpetuating a culture of dynastic politics

Tines News NETWORK

Jodhpur: Union home min-
ister Amit Shah launched a
seathingeritiqueagainst “dy-
nastic politics” during the
second day of his Lok Sabha
election campaign in Rajas-
than on Monday asserting
that BJP is the only party pri-
oritising the interests of the
nation’s youth, unlike INDIA
bloc constituents entrenched
in familial ambitions,

“Our fight is against dy-
nastic politics. This ‘ghaman-
diva' coalition (INDIA bloc)
has no concern for the coun-
try except their families. So-
nia Gandhi wants his son Ra-
hul to be PM. (Ashok) Gehlot
wants his son to be CM. Ma-
mata(Banerjee)wants his ne-
phew to be CM. Lalu Yadav
wants hisson to be CM. Stalin
wants his son to be CM. Udd-
hav Thackeray wants his son
to be CM,"” Shah said. He was
addressing an audience com-
prising party workers from
Jodhpur, Pali, Jalore-Sirohi,
and Jaisalmer-Barmer Lok
Sabha constituencies at Polo
Ground in Jodhpur,

Shah began hisday witha
meeting of the party's core
committee of the Jodhpur di-
vision with CM Bhajan Lal
Sharma and Rajasthan BJP
co-in-charge Vijava Rahat-
kar. Later, he held a rally to

galvanise efforts towards se-
curing all 25 LS seats in Rajas-
than for a third consecutive
time and surpassing the tar-
get of 400 seats nationwide.
Drawing comparisons be-
tween the 10 years of UPA
govt and NDA's decade since
2014, Shah criticised the Con-
gress-led coalition for “plung-
ing the counfry into dark-
ness” and perpetuating a cul-
ture of dvnastic politics and
appeasement. Responding to
Congress'’s allegations of de-
mocracy being in peril under
NDA govt, Shah rebuffed: “It
was your grandmother, who
sentlakhs behind barsand in-
voked a ban on political par-
ties. You have no moral right
to talk about democracy” He
was alluding to Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi's accusations
of BJP stifling democracy.
Highlighting central
funds allocated to Rajasthan
for development projects,
Shah asserted that the state
received Rs 161,000 crore dur-
ing UPA's tenure, while Modi
govt sanctioned Rs 624,000
crore. Challenging Gehlot,
Shah challenged him for a de-
bate on these details once the
former CM was free from
campaigning for hisson Vaib-
hav Gehlot, the Congress can-
didate for Jalore LS seat.
Rajasthan votes in two
phases on April 19 and 26.

 Nakul Nath aide
& Chhindwara
mayor qults

Suchandana.Gupta
@timesgroup.com

Bhopal: Chhindwara mayor
Vikram Ahake, another Ka-
mal Nath loyalist, quit Con-
gress and joined BJP on Mon-
day, just three days after party
Amarwara MLA Kamlesh
Shah defected to the saffron
camp, in Madhva Pradesh.

Ahake, a voung tribal lead-
er, was given primary mem-
bershipof BJP by chief minis-
ter Mohan Yadav and state
BJP president VD Sharma at
CM House in Bhopal.

More than former CM Ka-
mal Nath, Ahake was known
to be the discovery of his son
Nakul Nath, the Chhindwara
MP fielded by Congressforthe
2024 Lok Sabha polls.

AAP ex-MP from
Patiala joins Cong

naboostto Congress ahead of

Lok Sabha elections, former
AAP MP from Patiala Dharamvira
Gandhi joined the. party at AICC
headquarters in New Delhi.
Gandhi, whose alliance with
Congress became evident
during the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
expressed readiness to contest
from Patiala parliamentary
constituency if needed. twn

It was on Nakul's insistence
that Congress gave themayoral
poll ticket to Ahake in 20232,
Whenever Nakul toured his
constituency, Ahake accompa-
nied him like hisshadow,

The Naths find themselves
increasingly alone as their
lovalists desert them.

Ahake said, “I have joined
BJP after being influenced by
the developmental works of
PM Modi and CM Mohan Ya-
dav and the slogan of ‘Sabka
Saath Sabka Vikas’'. | have de-
cided to follow PM Modi and
work for his welfare schemes.
[ am happy that BJP has given
me a place in their family”

Mysum yuvaraja’ owns no car,
house or land, says poll aﬁ?dawt

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Yaduveer Krish-
naraja Datta Wadivar, the tit-
ular head of the erstwhile
Mysururoval family and BJP
candidate for Mysore Lok
Sabha seat, does not own a
house, land, or even a vehicle,
according to the affidavit he
filed with the Election Com-
mission of India Monday,

In the affidavit, ‘vavaraja’
Yaduveer declared assets
worth Rs 9 crore — primarily
comprising shareholdings
and other valuables — withno
immovable property or vehi-
cle registered in his name. His
wife Trishika Kumari Wadi-

Yaduveer, who is fighting on a BJP
ticket, declared assets worth Rs 9cr,
maostly shareholdings, other assets

yvarand the couple’s son Aadya-
veer own assets worth Rs 1
crore and Rs 3.6 crore, respec-
tively the affidavit stated. Ya-
duveer owns gold and silver
worth Rs 3.4 crore, while Trish-
ika possesses precious metals
worth Rs 1 crore, The couple
hold directorial roles in several
companies, including Little

Buntings Private Limited and
the Bherunda Foundation.

Yaduveer, 32, islocked ina
direct fight with Congress
candidate M Lakshmana,
whoisalsothe party’s spokes-
person in Karnatalka.

In stark contrast to Yadu-
veer, Mandya Congress can-
didate Venkatramne Gowida,
aka Star Chandru, has dis-
closed assets worth a stagger-
ing Rs 622 crore, that predom-
inantly consist of extensive
land holdings.

PC Mohan, incumbent BJP
Bangalore Central MP who is
seeking re-election from the
seat has reported assets worth
Rs 66.4 crore, along with liabil-
ities of Rs15.8 crore.




A thought for today

We must guard against the acquisition of
unwarranted influence by military-industrial complex

DWIGHT D EISENHOWER

Global War Inc

Why do so many wars carry on and on? Because the
political-military-industrial complex wants them to
O ver the weekend tensof thousands of Israelisbeganfourdays

of demonstrations against their govt over its handling of the

Gaza war. But is Netanyahu listening? No. In ports across the
world some dock workers and others have protested shipments of
military cargo to Israel. Has that halted Israel’s offensive? No. This
dissonance between decision makers and increasingly vocal popular
opinion shows why it's really difficult to stop conflicts today.

The political-military-industrial complex | Arims companies
benefit from wars. Generals, who don’t usually die fighting, like
weapons. Therefore, they like arms companies. But the influence of
arms companies on political leadership is less discussed. Per SIPRI,
Europe is witnessing record defence spending with companies like
Germany’s Rheinmetall and France’s Dassault Aviation witnessing
367% and 89% growth, respectively, in share prices. Almost all politi-
cians like companies that are doing well, they like jobs being created,
and they respect their generals. Plus,
wanting to be macho is a universal
political weakness. Hence the political-
industrial-military complex.

Joe’s finessing | Look at Biden.
Despite protests from voung Demo-
crats, he continues to ship weapons to
Israel. He also says protesters have a
point. But he fears cutting off
weapons supplies to Tel Aviv might
jeopardise his re-election campaign -
American arms firms like Lockheed
Martin, Raytheon and General Dynamics are big political financers.
And generals want weapons to be tested.

Tail wagging the dog? | Africa is awash with weapons and multiple
conflict zones. Little wonder, all top weapons manufacturers have a
presence on the continent. Russia is a leading arms supplier in the
sub-Saharan region. China is close behind in second spot, while US
and France continue to have new and legacy weapons platforms. This
again begs interesting questions: Would disputes such as the one
over the Moroccan Sahara continue if Russia hadn't been a major
supplier of arms to West-backed Morocco’s rival Algeria? Was the
war against Gaddafi’s Libyva a move to open up new markets for arms
producers? Is Sudan a test bed for Western and Russian weapons?

These questions are asked because many wars around the world
justgoonandon. Maddictators areonly one part of the answer. Who
supplies the weapons? The global arms industry today is more
powerful than ever. And when its interests align with those of
politicians, whether in democracies or inautocracies, war becomes
big business -and deaths become statistics.

Freeloading & Freedom

Sticky-fingered journos are an embarrassment to
the profession. Repressive regimes are a threat to it
US govt is asking journos who travelled on Air Force One to -

discreetly — return items filched from the prez’'s ride. Indian

journos are known to have flicked towels, cutlery, even
ketchup sachets and toothpaste during their work trips. Journos
are only human. And some of them are susceptible to petty follies.
The nature of journalism can bring reporters and editors proximity
and access to exalted situations and things. Some folks help them-
selves to goodies, just as some scrupulously do not. Sticky-fingered
journos should face the same penalties anyone else would. No
journalist can deny there are a few rotten apples in the basket.

But, seriously, what journalists need isnot the ability tofreeload,
but the ability to speak and write freely.
Pressure from heavy-handed regimes is
cramping journalists around the world.
Russia has detained hundreds of journalists
since it started the war. Israel, until recently
a thriving democracy with flourishing press
freedom, has not only denied access and
security to journalists, its security forces
seem to have intentionally targeted them —
more journalists have died in Gaza than
during the two-decade Vietnam war.,

Journalists are being harassed and censored when they try to be
a check on power. Around the world, various regimes delegitimise
the media. Journalists have been called traitors, prostitutes and
liars. Professional questioning is often branded ‘fake news’, while
real fake news flows freelv. A free press is crucial, if we are not to be
torn apart by tribal interpretations of the world. Journalists need
the freedom to report facts as they see them, to disclose their biases
and then proceed fairly. Yes, even when reporting or commenting,
journalism isn’t perfect. But the answer to that is calling out
imperfections of the press, not filching the freedom of the press.

However brawny the bots

On Al bestsellers, Rushdie’s bite has it right
Shinie Antony

™ Halt all ve writers preparing vour Booker speeches — Al won't
just write your speech for you, it will write yvour book! Naively
vou thought Al was here to do vour housework, watching
fondly as vou type an award-winning masterpiece. Instead,
GPT-5 is all set to mimic vour personal writing style;
‘co-written by Al’ is going to be a common byline. While you
stare out of the window pondering over the nature of existence and drunk-text
an ex, Al is busy going clickety-clack. Put in all the words yvou know, press
button, sit back for bestseller.

sSalman Rushdie did pooh-pooh this Al threat, dismissing as ‘a bunch of
nonsense’ whatan Al tool cameupwithashisstyle. Hesaysithas nohumouror
originality. No backstory or childhood trauma either. Al does not drink itself
silly in middle age because its dad missed a school play AI's mom did not
fat-shame it through puberty My Kids accuse me of the terrible damage I
wreaked on them as foetuses - they don't share my interest in Punjabirap - but

what will Al ever tell a therapist?
The Writers Guild of America went on strike because writers
U ) wanted to play hero, with Al cast as a research extra. Rie Kudan's
novel Tokyo-to Dojoto-to 1s 5% Al-generated; Stephen Marche's
novella Death of an Author is 95% Al-generated. As far as publishers are
concerned, no fat advances, no writer’s block, no fancy book launch, no
tantrum after a bad review. Pulp fiction writers will be jobless sooner; it will
take longer - mavbe 20 years - to erase the eritically-acclaimed lot.,

But human input will remain kev even in the new Al-verse. Machine can
never know more than man. Could Robert Browning's The Pied Piper of
Hamelin, which has been my earliest religious text with its brawny, tawny,
rumbling, tumbling rhymes, be replicated by anvone? Bots go by patterns.
Press releases, ves; poems, no.

What about when no words are spoken? That pause when a silent look is
exchanged in a story. Al can write ‘his eyes met hers’ all it wants, but has it
evermet an eve? ChatGPT islikeanover-talkative uncle whoknowseverything
about everything but in a dull second-hand way. Books written by non-Al
authors will become an underground movement one day. Future readers will
then go: Fie, foh and fum, I smell the blood of a real writer.
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Don’t Lose Sleep Over Inequality

Bihar has the lowest consumption inequality among the largest states, Kerala highest. Migrants from the
more equal to the less equal state underline what matters in a developing country: Fighting poverty

Arvind Panagariya

Unlike poverty, which many countries,
including India, have successfully
combated through the instrumentality
of growth and anti-poverty programmes,
inequality lacks easy solutions. Those
who have made careers out of sounding
the alarm about rising inequality have rarely
succeeded in doing anything about it, Not only is
combating inequality inherently difficult, but
the form of inequality on which alarmists focus
often does not resonate with the public, denying
them policymakers’ ear:

A commonest measure of inequality on
which experts focus is the Gini coefficient. For
those unfamiliar with it, Gini is an index that
takes a value of 0 when income (or wealth) is
equally divided among the members of a group
and 1 if it concentrates in the hands of a single
member, A rising value of the index indicates
rising inequality,

In India, we have periodically conducted
large-scale consumption expenditure surveys of
representative households, which allow us to
track the value of this Gini coefficient over time,
nationally and for individual states.

Nationally value of this index was 0.30 in
1993-94, 0.35 in 2004-05, 0.36 in 2009-10 and 0.36 in
2011-12. While hundreds of millions experienced
the joy of exiting extreme poverty during these
vears, hardly any of them were even aware that
inequality had risen at the same time,

The common man knows what his consump-
tion is; he may also know what his neighbour’s
consumption is. But he has little knowledge of or
interest in whatthe national Gini is.

During my lecture on inequality in the Indian
economy course at Columbia in the 2000s, | would
challenge students in the class to name the Indian
state among the larger ones that exhibited the
highest consumption inequality, as measured by
Gini. I would give them three guesses, which they
quickly exhausted by picking states such as Maharashtra,
Harvana, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, or Bihar.

I would then tease them by telling them they would
likely get it wrong even if [ gave them another ten chances.
The correct answer — Kerala — was simply contrary to
the common impression that having been governed by
left-of-centre parties throughout its post-Independence
history, the state had to be among the most equal.

The outcome in these classes was not very different
when I asked students to name from among the larger

states the one exhibiting the lowest consumption
inequality. The answer in this case was Bihar, which
they rarely guessed correctly in three tries.

To drive home the point that people cared a lot more
about poverty than inequality, I would then remind
students that they migrated out of Bihar into Kerala;
that is to say, from the poorer but more equal to the
richer butless equal state.

I I

Poverty reduction requires wealth
creation. Until 1990, wealth creation in
India was minimal, dollar billionaires
were rare, and extreme poverty persisted.

Today, billionaires are ubiquitous, but
extreme poverty is history

The latest trend among inequality alarmists is to
focusontherisingshareof the top1% of the population
in total national income or wealth. But even this form
of inequality elicits little opprobrium from the masses.

A personal experience illustrates the point. Last
June, WSJ published an article on the “Billionaires’
Row”, narratingtherecentriseof agroupof ultra-luxury
residential skyscrapers near the southern end of
Central Park in Manhattan, New York. The
penthouse apartments in some of these buil-
dings had fetched the owners a quarter billion
dollars each. If the alarmists were right, reading
this story should have left me enraged. Minimally,
Ishould have lost at least one night’s sleep over it.
Instead, the thought of billionaires living in my
backvard only amused me. | smiled and went
about my business as usual.

The inequality that bothers individuals the
most is the one they experience within their
immediate social context. Michael Bloomberg
adding anotherbillion to his wealth matterslittle
tome since he is not a part of my immediate social
circle; I am not in competition with him. But if a
Columbia colleague is awarded a significantly
larger salary increase than me, I am bound to
rush to knock on the door of my school’s dean.

The same holds true for a villager in India.
She hardly cares if Mukesh Ambani adds
another five billion to his wealth in a given vear.
Butif her neighbour’s wealth risessharply while
shestruggles, she has sleepless nights.

In a developing country, fighting poverty
trumps the pursuit of eguality, Poverty reduction,
in turn, requires wealth creation. If those who
create wealth keep even a tiny proportion of it,
their share in the total wealth and income quickly
spikes. Until 1990, wealth creation in India was
minimal, dollar billionaires were rare, and
extreme poverty persisted. Today billionaires
are ubiguitous, but extreme poverty is history.

Alarmists recommend a hefty tax on wealth
as the solution to the inequality they bemoan.
But thev forget that while the wealthy may
indulge in some ostentatious consumption, they allocate
most of their wealth to high-return investments. If the
same wealth ends up in the hands of govt, it is unlikely
that it would be similarly invested.

Equally, the fear of future wealth being taxed
away will put brakes on new entrepreneurship and
investments. This is especially true of first-generation
entrepreneurs who want to see their next generation to
escape the hardships they suffered.

The writer ischairman, Finance Commission

Politics Is Tough. But Women Have It Tougher

From Mamata to Smriti to Jaya and others across parties, how women
politicians have been subjected to treatment men seldom face

Nandita.Sengupta@timesgroup.com

hen Kalpana Soren and Sunita Kejriwal
faced the cameras for the first time in
political avatars — Kalpana early Feb and
Sunita in March - to protest the imprison-
ment of their spouse-CMs, 1t took barely minutes for
contempt to be heaped upon them. Sly comments flew
of wives ‘eyeing the CM post’, of going the ‘Rabri way’,
a reference to the time when then Bihar CM Lalu
Prasad’s wife was vaulted into the CM's seat,

Kalpana (48) and Sunita (58) remained unfazed
by the chatter. At Sunday’s opposition rally in the
capital’s Ramlila Maidan, both addressed crowds,
without any stage fright, Kalpana is set to contest
in the upcoming polls, Sunita, not yvet, though that
may be more a matter of ‘when’, than ‘if".

It's always encouraging to see more women
turn to politics, though electoral politics demands
a tough hide. Women are in Parliament in small
numbers. But in no small measure, they helped
Indiatake giant strides torealise rights for women
~from the anti-dowry act to inheritance rights, to
name two legislations of many.

Bring them in | Thirty vears since constitutional
amendments reserved one-third of seats for
women in local administration, women hold over
40% seats in local bodies, and 20 states have
expanded reservations in panchayatiraj institutionsto
50%, per an ORF report.

Reservation for women is more often pitted as
sharing of power, but it is in fact bringing in women's
perspectives to policy-making. At the state level,
Javalalithaa's welfare schemes focused on women.
Back in 1990s, women in a Yavatmal panchayat even got
officials suspended for manipulating village funds.
Health and education are often considered soft issues -
the two sectors where India still struggles. More
women in Parliament will not only focus on ‘women’s
issues' such as health and education, but will also

hopefully reduce the other disease: relentless toxicity.

From everywhere | Women enter politics from all walks
of life, via family networks, via cadre-based recruit-
ments like in Left parties, through parivar politics into
BJP such as veterans Sushma Swaraj and minister
smriti Irani, or via the temple movement such as Uma
Bharti, Rithambara and Pragva Thakur - all of whom
have been elected representatives.

An ever-expanding pipeline is of career politicians
ever since reservations in panchayat bodies. But the

pain point is that regardless where they come from, for
decades women politicians have had it tough - at multiple
levels. Kerala's communist leader KR Gouri Amma had
said shefaced, in 19605 and 1970s, “extreme harassment
within the party” from then CPM (male) leadership.

Never enough | For starters, they're held to higher
standards of a nebulous ‘merit’. While that's the case
across sectors, medical science to media, computer
science to Phl} labs, the difference for a woman in
public life 1s that she’s judged more on ‘conformity to
tradition’, which passes off as ‘merit’.

If a woman politician has entered politics via family
network - bibi, beti, bahu - she’s an object of derision,
which is hardly the case for the most incompetent
beta or bhatija. As Brinda Karat pointed out at least 20
yvears ago, a “bibi” in politics is also the last resort for
politicians - brought in only when a male relative is not
at hand. Which is why, though it falls foul of tenets of
intra-party democracy, NCP founder Sharad Pawar’s
handingthereinsof hisparty todaughter SuprivaSule
was a thumbs-up for women in politics.

We love aggro, but... | Indian male netas have often
gushed at machismo politics. Whether Indira
Gandhi ever took the fawning ‘only man in
cabinet’ comment as a compliment was never even
debated. It was taken as given. That men approved
some aggro geopolitics was sufficient.

But even aggressive women netas in later vears
didn’t have itanyeasier. Take Mayawatior Mamata
or Javalalithaa. They persevered despite physical
assaults by men from parties in power - Jayalalithaa
was even attacked in TN assembly, her sari was
pulled. When Mayawati vears later tied up with SP
for the Gorakhpur bypolls, which the alliance won,
her character was again put through the slander
machine, derided for allying with her attackers.
There were whisper campaigns against Smriti
Irani, of a kind that male politicians never face.

Toxic plus | Social media has made toxicity analways-on
phenomenon. A 2021 study found that women in politics
face 27 times more online abuse than male counterparts.
Sometimes it's women against women. Congress's
Supriyva Shrinate apologised for a base post against
BJP nominee Kangana Ranaut. But the actor herself
has doubled down since, on her old post denigrating
Urmila Matondkar,

For women in politics, it's a quick jump from being
in the news to being under the microscope. Men in
politics should remember — it's far tougher being a
woman politician.

Calvin & Hobbes
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Mantra For Evolution: Arpan, Tarpan, Samarpan

Meena Om

ur breath is like a conveyvor belt. It
O carries into the universe our

thoughts, words, actions, and
intentions. It alsodraws to us directives,
messages and the energy from the
Universe for creative living and for
fulfiling our purpose of existence.

Whatever wedo, hasto be like arpan -
anoffering to the Divine, This way one
does not get tied to the karma, that is, get
caught in the cause-and-effect cyele of
karm, action.

Since everyvthing we do has to belike
an offering, can we offer negativity,
complaints, criticism, abusestothe
Divine? No. Whatever we throw into the
Universe via breath comes back tous
manifold; this is true for pious thoughts
aswell as impious ones. Since everything
is a prasad for the Divine, we need to be

careful that we are offering only the best —
righteous actions, thoughts, and speech.
For all the existing burdens of the
soul, imperfections of the body, polluted
thoughts of the mind, we should do
tarpan, oblation. Like we do tarpan for
our ancestors, wishing them well for
their journey ahead and delin-
king ourselves from them, as
part of thefinal rituals.
Whenever troubling tho- caneh
ughts arise, past incidents
surface in the mind, and
realisation dawnsthat we
have acquired some
substandard habits, orare
nurturing some vices, do their tarpan.
Visualise that you are releasing them into
the Universe, offering them to the Divine
for recycling, and are getting rid of them.
There is no better way to cleanse our
subconscious minds than tarpan.

Continue doing this repeatedly until the
bothersome and undesirable thoughts
stop surfacing or troubling.

For the situations and people that
come in front of us, be insamarpan, in
surrender to the Divine's will. No complai-

ning, no brooding. Know that every-
thing - situation or people - that
comes, is meant to cut our past
A ¢ a7 karma;take usforward; helpus
' bous evolvefurther, spiritually;
indicate the path ahead; illumi-
nate our mann and buddhi,
- —  mindand intellect; awaken us
THE SPEAKING TREE from Sushupti-slumbering
o state; and show us what karm
to give up, which one to continue per-
forming. Every action should bedone to
the best of one’s abilities and capacities.

Supreme Intelligence knows every-
thing and is omnipresent. It arranges
everything according to our karmas.

Truth is present in each and every
maolecule, The one whodoes the sadhana
of Truth. is truthful in his words, tho-
ughts, and deeds. Satveshwar - Truth as
Supreme Entity —uses that person’s ability
to absorb the highest jnana and makes him
amedium toreveal its truth to all. His
teachings become the source of courage
and energy for all in their future endea-
vours and illuminate their paths ahead.

We slot all happenings inour life as
epod or bad and then suffer: By livingeach
one of them to the fullest, going through
them with our whole being, deriving the
jnana, learning the lessons from them, we
never stagnate and are always gatimaan -
on the move,

But chewing like cud the incidents
that have happened, 1s only a waste of
time. Our progress gets stalled. So, ‘arpan,
tarpan and samarpan’ is the mantra to
move on, grow, and evolve,
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Insulate eco from problems
of other nations: PM to RBI

Tells Central Bank To Take Steps To Internationalise Rupee

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said on Friday
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) should take continuous
measures to ensure the count-
ry’s fast, inclusive and sustai-
nable progress and urged the
central bank to insulate the
economy from problems faced
by other nationsand take steps
to internationalise the rupee.

PM was speaking at an
event tomark the ®0th anniver-
sary of RBI. Modiasked RBIto
assess credit needs of emer-
ging sectors and take proacti-
ve steps to prepare banks.
“RBI will have to think out of
the box and governor Shalkti-
kanta Das is an expert in thin-
kingoutof the box. Particular-
Iy in emerging sectors,” said
Modi. He said innovation will
play an important role in the
21st century

Modi said the situation
had changed vastly since he
addressed bankers at RBI's

®® We must try to make India’s economy
aatmanirbhar (self reliant) to ensure that global
events do not impact India. Today, India is a

global growth engine contributing 15% to global
growth. Our efforts should be to make the rupee
more accessible and acceptable worldwide

—MNARENDRA MODI ] PRIME MINISTER

RBI will have to think out of the box and governor
Shaktikanta Das is an expert in thinking out nf
the box. Particularly in emerging sectors

80th anniversary at the same
location. The banking sector,
which struggled with NPAs
then, has been transformed
and is now generating profits
and showing record credit
growth, hesaid.

“The economy and GDP
depend on co-ordination bet-
ween fiscal and monetary po-
licyw. the transformation in
the last 10 vears was possible
because of the change we bro-
ught about in motive, policies
and decisions,” said Modi, ad-
ding that if motives were
right the outeome would also

be proper. “We must try to ma-
ke India’s economy aatma-
nirbhar(self reliant)toensure
that global events do not im-
pact India. Today, India isa glo-
bal growth engine contribu-
ting 15% to global growth. Our
efforts should be to make the
rupee more accessible and ac-
ceptable worldwide.”

Modi said RBI, with its
success in managing infla-
tion and growth, despite the
pandemic and two wars, can
be a role model for other cen-
tral banks. Pointing out that
other countries have debt

that 1s twice the size of their
GDPE Modi said RBI should
study this and ensure that
India’s credit growth is sus-
tainable.

Describing developments
in last decade as only a trailer,
Muodi said there was a lot of
work left to be done to take the
country forward. “I am busy
with the elections for the next
100 days. You take the time to
prepare now. From the day af-
ter the swearing-in there will
be a lot of work to be done,"” he
told bankers.

“We must have a clear vi-
sion of the goal for next ten
yvears. We have to expand di-
gital transactions, keepsight
of the changes that are ta-
kingplacebecauseof digital,
and improve effortsonfinan-
cial inclusion and empower-
ment,” sald Modi. He said ar-
tificial intelligence and ma-
chine learning will play a
kevroleintakingIndiatothe
forefront in developing digi-
tal public infrastructure.

Re less volatile than  Das: RBI to continue
other currencies: FM with proactive steps

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
that the rupee has exhibited
greater stability compared to
its counterparts even g
asvieldsingovtsecuri-
ties market have stabi-
lised, thanks to RBI's
measures building in-
vestor confidence.

The finance mini-
ster was speaking at a fune-
tion to commemorate RBI's
90th anniversary. “In the past
few vears, India’s capacitv to
manage and take care of ex-
ternal imbalances and uncer-
tainties has significantly im-
proved purely because of the
professional management of
RBI,"shesaid.

Thefinance minister’'ssta-
tement comes at a time when
govt and the central bank are
working on internationalisa-
tion of the rupee. Sitharaman
caid that RBI stands tall
among its peers on several co-
unts. “When Covid hit, RBI

Byju’s delays
salaries for
second mth

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Troubled edtech
startup Byju's is struggling to
make salary dishursements to
its emplovees amid a severe
cash crunch. The company,
whichfailed tomakedisburse-
ment of full salaries for Feb to
mostof itsemployees, hasalso
not been able to pay March sa-
laries toits staff on time.

The move by a few select in-

vestors to disable the company
from using the funds raised
through the rights issue has de-
laved the pavment of salaries,
the company’s management
said in a letter to employees on
Monday. “... we are following a
parallel line of credit to ensure
that you receive your salary by
the 8th of April,” the firm said.
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ABFRL looks at
demerger of
Madura Fashion

Mumbai: Adityva Birla Fas-
hion and Retail will evaluate
vertical demerger of Madura
Fashion & Lifestyle business
intoaseparate listed entity, the
company said in a statement
on Monday. The MFL porttolio
includes lifestyle brands Lou-
is Philippe, Van Heusen, Allen
Solly, Peter England etc. mn

A correction

n the report, ‘Torrent's

Mehtas join philanthropy
club’, published on April 1,
the photograph of Sudhir
Mehtaof Pinnacle Industries
was inadvertently carried in-
stead of Sudhir Mehta of
Torrent Pharma. The error
is regretted. Tnn

adopted and deploved a con-
ventional and unconventio-
nal range of instruments to
provide liquidity and to pro-
mote growth and ensure
financial stability.”

Sitharaman cited
themoratorium onlo-
an repayvments and
the infusion of ligqui-
ditv. “RBI was among
the earliest to recog-
nise the non-trans-
ient nature of inflation and
front-load interest rate hi-
kes,” she said, adding that
forexmanagementisalsoan
area where RBI has done ex-
emplary work by building
upreserves,

She emphasised the glo-
bal recognition of RBI's
contributions by citing the
acknowledgement from the
Bank of International Sett-
lements. This recognition
specifically commended
RBI's role in anchoring
inflation expectations thro-
ugh itseffective communica-
tion policies.

TimMes NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: RBI governor
Shaktikanta Das undersco-
red the central bank’s com-
mitment to proactive measu-
res in response to con-
tingencies. He said co-
ordinating RBI's
monetary policy with
govt's fiscal policy has
helped the economy.
The governor's
comments come as the cen-
tral bank has taken a series
of measures to curb lending
in digital and unsecured lo-
ans, and barred some finan-
ce companies from certain
lending activity — a change
from its earlier practice of
merely imposing a penalty.
In hisspeech at an event
tocommemorate RBI's 90th
anniversary, Das highligh-
ted the central bank’s evo-
lution from a resource allo-
cator during the planning
era to a full-service central
bank in a market economy.
He said that the “well-cali-

brated and coordinated
monetary and fiscal polici-
es between RBI and central
govt have shielded the eco-
nomy from the twin shocks

of the pandemic and
ongoing geopoliti-
cal hostilities”,

“It is a matter of
satisfaction that to-
day our GDP growth
15 robust, inflation is
moderating, financi-
al sector is stable, the exter-
nal sector remains resilient,
and the forex reserves are at
anall-timehigh.” Dasadded.

*It has been our endeavo-
urtopromote afinancial sec-
tor that is robust, resilient
and future-ready. The path-
breaking structural re-
forms, such as the enact-
ment of the Insolvency and
Bankruptey Code and the
adoption of flexible infla-
tion targeting in recent ve-
ars, have helped us deal mo-
re effectively with the chal-
lenges in the banking sy-
stem...,” said Das.

Sanofi to strengthen India
footprlnt product pipeline

Rupali.Mukherjee
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Drug biggie Sa-
nofi, with marquee brands
including pain and inflam-
mation relief drug Combi-
flam, anti-infective Allegra
and anti-diabetic Lantus, is
accelerating its “lean-in”
strategy in India, by fast-
tracking a robust pipeline,
which includes expanding
its core diabetes portfolio in
India. Sanofi is implemen-
ting an accelerated growth
plan, ‘India for India’ to gear
up for the future and streng-
then its India footprint, Ro-
dolfo Hrosz, the company's
managing director said.
Unlike certain MNCs, it
has no plans to divest legacy

brands in the country he
told TOT in an interview, ad-
ding, “India is important for
us, we value the talent pool
and innovation (here)”.

The comments are signi-
ficant, coming close on the
heels of Sanofi’s recent
back-to-back partnerships
with three domesticfirms —
Cipla, Emcure and Dr Red-
dy’s — for its legacy brands
and vaccines. The deals rai-
sed speculation about the
company’s future in India,
coming at a time when
MNCs are reducing exposu-
re and divesting core thera-
piesintheover Rs 2 lakh cro-
re domestic market.

With the renewed strate-
gy, the nearly Rs 3,000 crore
company, which has been

“under-represented in India”™
could match the pace of the
market, and even grow faster
than the industry, he added.
Sanofi India grew only a
strong single-digit inthe past.

“Though we have estab-
lished a robust footprint
over the last 68 vears (in In-
dia), it isn't the one we need
for the future, hence we de-
cided toreset it in the begin-
ning of 2023 to enable
growth,” Hrosz said.

“The renewed strategy
focuses on two objectives —
first, maximising access to
sanofi’s existing establis-
hed portfolio in India... Se-
cond, “fast-trackingarobust
product pipeline by bring-
ing best-in-class  innova-
tions into India,” he added.

Gold surges to
all-time high
of 68,420

New Delhi: Gold prices surged
by Rs1,070to hitan all-time high
of Rs 68,420 per 10 grams in the
national capital on Monday
amid a rally in the precious me-
tal in global markets, according
to HDFC Securities,

(Gold had closed at Rs 67,350
perldgrams in the previous tra-
de, Silver prices also jumped by
Rs1,120to Rs 78,570 per kg. In the
previous trade, it had closed at
Rs 77,450 per kg.

Gold prices touched record
levels as the US Federal Reserve
15 getting closer to cutting inter-
est rates which is adding mo-
mentum to a rise in bullion pri-
ces, “Additionally, robust Chine-
se demand also feeding arise in
the prices of the precious me-
tal,” Dilip Parmar, research
analyst at HDFC Securities, sa-
id. Meanwhile, in futures trade
on the MCX, the June contract
of gold climbed Rs 978 to Rs
68,679 per 10 grams. The May
contract of silver rose by Rs 763
to Rs 75,811 per kg.

In the overseas markets,
spot COMEX gold prices clim-
bed as much as 82.265.7 per oun-
ce and last quoted at $2,257.1 per
OUNCE, AGENCIES

Sensex, Nifty
hit new
lifetime peaks

Mumbai: Stock markets star-
ted the new fiscal on a high
with the sensex and Niftv sca-
ling fresh peaks in intra-day
trade before settling in the
green on Monday, backed by
firm trends in Asian markets
and foreign fund inflows.

Extending its winning mo-
mentum to the third day in a
row, the sensex jumped 363 po-
ints to settle at 74,015. During
theday, it zoomed 603 points to
hitits record intra-day high of
74,255. Nifty climbed 135 po-
intsto22.462. During thedaw it
jumped 203 points to hit the
all-time peak of 22,530,

“The Indian market boar-
ded on a strong trajectory at
the onset of the new financi-
al vear, with indications po-
mting towards a continua-
tion of this favourable mo-
mentum, in the near term.
This confidence is supported
by a global rally in expecta-
tion of a Fed rate cut in Ju-
ne,” Vinod Nair of Geojit
Financial said. acencies

UPI volume
rises 55% YoY
to new high

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: UPI transactions
touched an all-time high of
1,344 crore in March 2024, re-
cording a 55% increase vear-
on-vear and 11% over the pre-
vious month.

The total value of trans-
actions stood at Rs 19.8 lakh
crore —40% higherthana ye-
ar ago and &% more than in
Feb. At the current level, the
number of UPI transactions
average to 43.3 crore a day.
The National Payments Cor-
poration of India is prepa-
ringforatransaction volume
of 100 crore a day in a couple
of years.

Bankers said that UPI
transactions usually spikedu-
ring festive months.

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

‘India can be 2nd largest lodging mkt’

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesgroup.com

Chinese business is above 2019
levels, fully recovered in terms of

New Delhi: Indians are all
set to become the second lar-
gest globetrotters — from be-
inginthetopfiveasof now —
andtheirtraveltrendsare in-
fluencing not just menus but
also hotels designs. While
Chinese remain the biggest
group of world rovers, the
hospitality industry is more
bullish on India as ‘consu-
mer confidence is not so
strong’ in the former. Alan
Watts, president of Asia-Pa-
cific at US hospitality major
Hilton, says given its rising
economic prowess and popu-
lation, “India has the poten-
tial to be the second largest
lodging market (after US) in
the world”.

India has seen the fastest

occupancy and tariffs. (But) consumer
confidence currently in China is not as
strong as it is in India. The reason for that
could be overall economy and negative
sentiment. India is riding high on
infrastructure... India has seen fastest
recovery for all metrics — new signings,
rates and occupancies

—ALAN WATTS | PRESIDENT OF ASIA-PACIFIC, HILTON

recovery in travel post-pan-
demic and the trend of reli-
gious tourism being seen he-
re now will be the thing to
watch out for globally. Hilton
currently has over 7,000 pro-
perties globally “All invest-
ment analysts and pundits
thought that travel-tourism
would recover a lot slower
and that we wouldn't be back
to 20019 levels (by) 2025. But the

reality is, we are as an indust-
rv ahead of those times. And
certainly here in India, we
are double-digits above 2019
levels, India has seen the fas-
test recovery for all metrics
— new signings, rates and oc-
cupancies,” Watts told TOL.
Like China, the biggest
traveller group in India is desi
domestic. *Chinese business
is above 2019 levels, fully reco-

vered in terms of occupancy
and tariffs. (But) the consu-
mer confidence currently in
China is not as strong as it is
in India. The reason for that
could be the overall economy
and negative sentiment. In-
dia is riding high on infrast-
ructure,” Watts said.
Outbound from India
had recovered fully long ti-
me back. This has seen the

trend of ‘generational tra-

vel' get stronger among af-
fluent Indians going for lux-
ury breaks. “The primary
travellers are mom and dad,
with their parents and their
kids. So don't be surprised
when vou see a door that
may look likeafireexitin yo-
ur hotel floor corridor. That
door can close to have a hall-
way of three rooms for this
segment,” Watts said.

‘Share of SUVs scales
0% of sales in FY24

Hatchbacks Skid To 28% In Last Fiscal, With
Price Increasing 65% Over Past Few Years

SUV MKT SHARE NEARLY DOUBLES IN 4 YRS

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: What was once
the share of small cars in In-
dia has been grabbed by
SUVs now. Share of off-roa-
ders (SUVs) — across price
points ranging from sub-Rs
101akh and upwards Rs1cro-
re —in Indian car sales cros-
sed 50% for first time for a
full vear in 2023-24, almost
doubling to what they acco-
unted for four vears back.

And,shareof hatchbacks
(minis), that were once the
staple of Indian car buyers
and accounted for one out of
every two cars sold in the co-
untry, slipped toaround 28%.
beaten down by growing po-
pularity of SUVs. With pri-
ces of hatchbacks rising as
much as 65% over the past
few vears and income of the-
irr buyers inched up much
slower, the humble mini car
has failed to keep pace.

The trend is onlv going to
get stronger as has been the
case over the last few vears.
“We see share of SUVs mo-
ving up to around 55% or so
from here, while hatchbacks
may settle at around 25%.,”
says Shashank Srivastava,
executive committee mem-
berat Maruti Suzuki.

The change has been so
dramatic that Maruti Suzu-
ki, which was once the home
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for most affordable minicars,
now gets almost 22% of itssa-
les from SUVs (this was 11%
at the close of FY23). With
perhaps the widest portfolio
of small cars, share of hatch-
backs for the company has
been slipping over the vears.
As hatchbacks fight a
battle for survival, the story

has been even more chal-
lenging for sedans. Share of
sedans in car sales slipped to
single digit in FYZ24, They
closed the year at 9% against
14.3% atclose of FY20.
Companies are cashing
in on the trend. Mahindra &
Mahindra, Hyundai and Ta-
ta Motors and even luxury
players, such as, Audi and
Mercedes-Benz have been
launching new SUVs and al-
so earmarking them for the

push towards electrics.

For example, M&M is ha-
vinga line-up of only off-roa-
ders in its portfolio and has
mandated the SUV body sty-
lefor its spon-to-be-launched
new electric vehicles, Hyun-
dai too has been keeping its
new launchesand marketing
expenses focused towards
SUVs, something evident
from its broad portfolio that
has Exter in the entry and
progressively moves up
through Venue, Creta, Alca-
zar, and Tucson, with the lo-
nigs EV at the top. “We conti-
nue to see strong demand for
our SUVs and their share to
our total sales now stands at
B5% " says Tarun Garg, COO
of Hyundai India.

Mercedes has 12 SUVs in
its portfolio.
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NHAI

raises

340,314cr from
monetisation

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: National High-
wavs Authority of India
(NHAI) has raised Es 40,314
crore from monetisation of
projects in 2023-24, which is
the highesteverinitshisto-
rvy and nearly 30% more
than the target set by govt.
This was also perhaps the
maximum among all govt
agencies, sources said.

With this, NHAI has set
a record of raising around
Rs 1.2 lakh crore through
monetisation of assets
since 2017-18.

Officials said only du-
ring 2023-24, NHAI auctio-
ned 670 km of completed
highways under Toll Opera-
te Transter(TOT)model, rai-
sing Ks 15,968 crore, in which
the successful bidders will
maintain, operate and col-
lect toll for 20 years. “The pri-
vate highway operators ma-
de the upfront payment to
NHAI on Saturday. We hope
togeta good response during
the current financial year as
well,” said an official.

TOI has learnt that
NHAI has also raised the

highest ever concession va-
lue of Rs 15,700 erore thro-
ugh InvIT last year by mo-
netising 10 stretches with
theaggregate length of abo-
ut 890 km of NHs in Assam,
Karnataka, MP,. UP and

West Bengal. This was also
one of the largest transac-
tions in the history of Indi-
an roads. InvITs are trusts
that manage income-gene-

HIGHEST EVER

rating infrastructure as-
sets that offer investors re-
cular vield and aliqguid met-
hod of investing in them.

Sources said the high-
way authority raised anot-
her Rs 8,646 crore from se-
curitisation of future toll
from the Delhi Mumbai Ex-
pressway project. Under
this model, NHAI gets up-
front pay-out for the asset
and this amount is reim-
bursed in tranches from
the toll revenue of the asset
tothe lender.

“We have been success-
ful in attracting invest-
ment as our assets are ope-
rational and revenue gene-
rating,” said an official.

- Railways sees
- record freight,
revenue in ‘24

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The railways ear-
ned around Rs 2.6 lakh crore
in 2023-24 from freight and
passenger movement, which
is its highestever revenue
earnings, railway minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on Mon-
day in a social media post. Its
earnings totalled Rs 2.4 lakh
crore in the previous year.
The railways recorded its
highest-ever freight loading of
1,591 million tonnes (MTs) in
2023-24, almost 5% more than
the previous FY The earlier
maximum loading of cargowas
1.512MT in FY23. Datashow that
FY24 freight loading surpassed
therevised estimate of 180 MTs.
Sources said in 2023-24, the
railways achieved loading of
T87.6MTof coal, 181 MT of iron
ore, 154 MT of cementand 114.4
MT, among others. “We have
done better than the revised
target and hope to repeat in
2024-25aswell,” said a source.
Govt has estimated 1,650
MT freight loading during the
current FY. Revenue from fre-
ight movement isthemainstay
of railways finances, which
helps it for cross-subsidisation
of passenger fare. Officials sa-
id that rail electrification, lay-
ing of new lines and track re-
placement also set new re-
cords during the last fiscal.

‘Record GST collections show
€CO resurgence across sectors

BETTER COMPLIANCE

HFromP1

vied on inter-state transac-
tions and imports, rose
6.1% to Rs 87,97 crore. A Key
reason for this was a fall in re-
venue from imports, which de-
clined 5.1% at Rs 40,322 crore.
“Record collectionsduring
FY24 demonstrate the econo-
Mic resurgence across sectors
and was possible due to the va-
rious measures taken by GST
authorities to improve compli-
ance and stamp out evasion.
The big focus on comparison
of taxpaver behaviour across
tax and corporate databases
has also convinced businesses
on the need to be compliant
not only on theiractivities, but
also keep track of their ven-
dors’ tax behaviour and ensu-
re that the entire value chain
becomes compliant. Since all
major states have recorded do-
uble-digit growth in GST col-
lections—collections beingal-
0 a barometer for economic
activities as it's a transaction-

Integrated GST mop-up, le-
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based tax — itcan be reasonab-
Iy inferred that the growth is
across regions and sectors,”
said M S Mani, partnerat Delo-
itte India.

In March, barring Mizo-
ram (29% fall), all states and
Union territories with legisla-
tures reported a sharp increa-
se, On an overall basis, tax ex-
perts see this trend continu-
ing. “The double-digit growth
continues in monthly GST col-

lections over last year With
this trend, it will not be surpri-
sing if the target for FY25isre-
vised when the main Union
Budget is presented after the
formation of a new govt., Also,
the collections, which are only
likely to be better in coming
months, may pave the way for
the next wave of GST reforms,
including rate rationalisa-
tion,” said Pratik Jain, part-
ner PwC India.
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Part of Iran’s Damascus consulate Russian military intelligence unit may

flattened, top gen killed in air raid be linked to ‘Havana syndrome’: Report

Iranian Media Blames Israel; Attack Reportedly Targeted Secret Meeting Between
Tehran Intel Officials & Palestinian Militants On Gaza; Bldg IRGC HQ: Israeli Officials

building belonging to the Ir-
anian consulate in Damasc-
us, killing a senior commander
in the Quds Force, the external
military and intelligence servi-
ce of Tran’s Islamic Revolution-
ary Guards Corps, Iranian state
media reported on Monday. Ge-
neral Mohamad Reza Zahedi,
bo, oversaw Ir-
an’s covert mili-
tary operations
in Syria and Le-
banon, Iranian
officials said.
Heis among the
senior most Ira-
nian commarn-
ders believed to have been kil
led by Israel in a vearslong sha-
dow war that has included as-
sassinations of Iranian
military leaders and nuclear
scientists in Iran and in Syria.
The lsraeli military decli-
ned to comment on the strike,
but four Israeli officials, spea-
king on condition of anonymi-
tv, acknowledged that Israel
had carried out the attack, tar-
geting Zahedi. They did not co-
nfirm that he had been killed.
Iran’s foreign minister, Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian, strong-
Iv condemned the attack in a
statement and said he had spo-
ken to his Syrian counterpart
about the “Zionist regime’s at-
tack on the consulate section of
the [slamic Republic’s embassy
in Damascus.” “(Israeli PM)
Netanyahu has lost his mental
balance because he has faced
back to back defeat in Gaza and

'Israe]j air strikes destroved a

Gen Zahedi
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Smoke rises after what the iranian media said was an Israeli strike on a
building belonging to the Iranian consulate in Damascus, Syria, on Monday

Who are Iran’s Revolutionary Guards?

he Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) is Iran's dominant

military force. It was set up shortly after the 1979 Islamic Revoluti-
onto protect the Shia clerical ruling system and provide a counterwe-
iaht to the regular armed forces. It answers to supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The IRGC has an estimated 125,000-strong
military with army, navy and air units. It also commands the Basij
religious militia, a volunteer paramilitary force loyal to the clerical
establishment that is often used to crack down on anti-government
protests. The Quds Force is the IRGC's foreign espionage and parami-
litary arm that heavily influences its allied militia across Lebanon to
Irag and Yemen to Syria. Its members have fought in support of
President Bashar al-Assad in Syria’s civil warand have backed Iraqi
security forces intheir battle against IS militants in recent years. Its
top commander, Maj. Gen. Qassim Suleimani, was killed by the USin
adrone attack inlraqin 2020. The IRGC has been branded a terrorist
group by the US. The IRGC also oversees Iran’s ballistic missile prog-
ramme, regarded by experts as the largest in West Asia. reuters

has not achieved the Zionists’
ambitious goals,” he said.

The strike, an Iranian mem-
ber of the Revolutionarv Gu-

ards said, targeted a secret mee-
ting in which Iranian intelli-
gence officials and Palestinian
militants gathered to discuss

the war in Gaza, Amongthelra-
nian officials were senior com-
manders in the Quds Forces
and leaders of Palestinian Isla-
mic Jihad, an armed group ar-
med and funded by Iran.

The head of Palestinian Is-
lamic Jihad, Ziad Nakhaleh,
was in Iran last week meeting
with senior Iranian leaders.

Syrian and Tranian state
news agencies reported that se-
veral people were killed in the
strikes on Monday and aired vi-
deo footage of the ruined buil-
ding, the remnants of burned
cars, shattered glass and debris
covering the ground.

Israeli officials said the bu-
ilding in which the meeting to-
ok place was not a diplomatic
office but the headquarters of
the Revolutionary Guards, ma-
kingitamilitary target without
the same protections as the con-
sulate itself. The NYT could not
independently confirm whet-
herthe building was being used
by the Revolutionary Guards.

Syria’s defence ministry sa-
id the strikes happened around
apm (local time) when Israeli
fighter jets entered Syria from
the Golan Heights. Iran’s am-
bassador to Syria, Hossein Ak-
bari, said in a statement relea-
sed to state media that the con-
sulate’s building came under
attack by two F-35 fighter jets.
Alkbarisaid among those killed
were several Iranian military
advisers deployed to Syria.
“This attack will have our fier-
ce response,” said Akbari, ac-
cording to lranian media. nvT

Israeli troops

sraeli soldiers withdrew fr- £f5
I om al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza g|

after a two-week raid in wh-
ich they killed around 200 Pa-
lestinians and arrested hundr-
eds of others, the Israeli milita-
ry said Monday. The troops left
widespread devastation in the-
ir wake after extended firefig-
hts with Palestinian militants.

Taysir al-Tanna, a longtime
vascularsurgeon atal-Shifa, sa-
id many of the hospital’s main
buildings, including the emer-
gency, obstetrics and surgical
wards, had been badly dama-
ged in the fighting. “Now it lo-
okslike a wasteland,” he said.

The Israeli military said the
roughly 200 Palestinians it had
killed were militants, and that
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its soldiers had arrested aro-
und 200 people it suspected of
being militants at the Shifa co-
mplex over the past two weeks,
including senior commanders

mgroupslike Hamas and Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad. It said two
Israeli soldiers were killed and
eight were wounded in the raid.

Daniel Hagari. the lsraeli

Google agrees to destroy

browsing data to settle
consumer privacy lawsuit

™ oogle agreed to destroy g
billions of data records ~
: ] fo settle a lawsuit
claiming it secretly tracked
the internet use of people
who thought they were brow-
sing privately Terms of the
settlement were filed Monday
in the Qakland, California fe-
deral court, and require app-
roval by US district judge
Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers.
Lawyers for the plaintiffs
valuedtheaccordat morethan
%5 billion, and as high as §7.8
billion. Google is paving noda-
mages, but users may sue the
company individually for da-
mages. The class action began
in 2020, covering millions of
Google users who used private
browsingsince June1, 2016,
Users alleged that Google's
analvtics, cookies and apps let
the Alphabet unit improperly
track people who set Google’s
Chrome browser to “Incogni-
to” mode and other browsers
to “private” browsing mode,
Theyv said this turned Google
into an “unaccountable trove
of information” by letting it le-
arn about their friends, favou-

Furry slippers and

Seoul: When the weather tur-
ned cold in Dec, Cindy Luo star-
ted to wear her fluffy pajamas
over a hooded sweatshirt at the
office. Wearing cozy sleepwear
to work became a habit and so-
on she didn’t even bother to we-
ar matching tops and bottoms.
A few months later, she pos-
ted photos of hersell toa “gross
outfits at work" thread that had
spread on Xiaochongshu, a Chi-
nese app similar to Instagram.
She was one of tens of thousa-
nds of young workers in China
to proudly post pictures of th-

Under the settlement, Google will
update disclosures about what it
collects in *private’ browsing

rite foods, hobbies, shopping
habits, and the “most intimate
and potentially embarrassing
things” they hunt for online.

Under the settlement, Goo-
gle will update disclosures ab-
outwhatitcollectsin “private”
browsing, a process it hasalre-
ady begun. It will also let In-
cognito users block third-par-
ty cookies for five years. “The
result is Google will collect less
data from private browsing...
and will make lessmoney,” the
plaintiffs’ lawyers wrote,

A Google spokesman said
the firm was pleased to settle
the lawsuit, which it always
considered meritless, “We are
happy to delete old technical
data that was never associated
withan individual.” reuters

SLEEPWEAR IS NEW FORMAL
As China's growth slows, many
young people are choosing to ‘lie
flat’, the approach to an easy life

sweatp

Sunak faces revolt

from party over
bill to criminalise
homelessness

London: British PM Rishi Su-
nak faces a potential revolt
from within his party ranks
over new legislation that 1s set
tocriminalise homelessness.
According to a "Times' rep-
orton Monday, several Conser-
vative Party MPs have warned
that they will vote against the
measures in the 'Criminal Jus-
tice Bill' in House of Comm-
ons. The proposals, which had
been unveiled by former Indi-
an-origin home secretary Suel-
la Braverman, would mean ro-
ngh sleepers in England and
Wales could be fined as much
as £2,500 or face prison terms.
“A lot of colleagues believe
that the bill as it stands is co-
mpletely unacceptable because
it would have the effect of cri-
minalising people who have no
cholce but to sleep on the stre-
ets,” said Torv MP Bob Black-
man, who isalso joint secretary
of the powerful Conservative
backbench 1922 committee. The
bill is designed to present Con-
servatives as tough on erime as
it prepares for a gruelling elec-
tlon campaign, with the odds
stacked against it due toanti-in-
cumbency sentiments. e

exit al-Shifa, leaving rubble & bodies

military spokesman, blamed
the destruction on the militan-
ts, saying they had fortified the-
mselves inside hospital wards,
fired on soldiers and refused ca-
lls to surrender; The WHO said
over 20 patients died and dozens
were put at risk during the raid.

Israel OKs bill on Al Jazeera ban
Israel’s parliament passed a
bill giving top ministers the
authority to bar from Israel the
broadcasts of news channel Al
Jazeera. PM Benjamin Netany-
ahu vowed to immediately clo-
se the “terror channel”, accus-
ing it of harming Israeli securi-
ty. participating inthe Oct. 7 Ha-
mas attacks and inciting viole-
nece against Israel. wyTs acencies

London: The mysterious “Ha-
vana syndrome” ailment that
has afflicted US diplomats and
spies across the world may be
linked toenergy weapons wiel-
ded by members of a Russian
military intelligence sabotage
unit, the Insider media group
reported. A US intelligence in-
vestigation whosefindings we-
rereleased last vear found that
it was “very unlikely™ a fore-
ign adversary was responsible
for the ailment, first reported
by US embassy officials in the
Cuban capital Havana in 2016.
But Insider, a Russia-focu-
sed investigative media group
based in Riga, Latvia, reported
that members of a Russian mi-
litary intelligence (GRU) unit
known as 29155 had been pla-

>

The US embassy in Havana. The report said the first incident of
‘Havana Syndrome' symptoms may have happened in Frankfurt when
a US govt employee stationed at the consulate there was knocked
unconscious by something akin to a strong energy beam

Der Spiegel also reported
that senior members of Unit

20155 received awards and

ced at the scene of reported he-
alth incidents involving US
personnel. The vear-long Insi-

der investigation in collabo-

ration with US network CBS’
60 Minutes and Germany'’s

promotions for work related
to the development of “non-
lethal acoustic weapons”.
Kremlin has dismissed the
report. “This isnot anew topic
at all; for many years the topic

of the so-called "Havana Synd-
rome’ has been exaggerated in
the press, and from the very be-
ginning it was linked to accu-
gations against the Russian si-
de,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters
when asked about the report.
“Butnoone hasever published

~Kremlin Denies ‘Baseless, Unfounded’ Accusations By Media

or expressed any convincing
evidence of these unfounded
accusations anywhere, There-
fore, all this is nothing more
than baseless, unfounded ac-
cusations by the media.”
Symptoms of the ailment
have included migraines, nau-
sea, memory lapses and dizzi-
ness. The Insider report said
the first incident of “Havana
Syndrome” symptomsmay ha-
vie happened earlier than 2016.
It said “there were likely at-
tacks two wears earlier in
Frankfurt, Germany, when a
US govt employee stationed at
the consulate there was knock-
ed unconscious by something
akintoastrong energy beam”.
US Congress passed the
Havana Act in 2021 authori-
sing state department, CIA
and other US govt agencies to
provide payments to staff
and their families who have
been affected by the ailment
during assignment. reuters

Pak arrests mastermind, = Court suspends jail term for
[mran & wite in Toshakhana
case, but they won't be freed

12 others for terror attack
on Chinese, '

Islamabad: At least 12 peo-
ple, including the master-
mind, have been arrested in
connection with last week'’s
suicide bombing that Killed
five Chinese nationals and
their Pakistani driver in the
restive Khyvber Pakhtunkh-
wa province of Pakistan, of-
ficials said on Mondaw.

The Khyvber-Pakhtunkh-
wa Counter-Terrorism De-
partment (CTD), which laun-
ched a probe into the attack,
blamed the banned Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (T'TP) mi-
litant group for the assault,
Express Tribune newspaper
reported. No group had clai-
med responsibility for the ter-
ror attack that took place
when the Chinese engineers
were en route from Islamabad
to their camp in Dasu, the he-
adguarters of the Upper Ko-
histandistrictof the province,
when a suicide bomber ram-
med his explosive-rigged car
into their vehicle in Bisham
area of Shangla district.

A report submitted by
CTDon Monday said over ado-
#zen militants and facilitators
of the attack were arrested in

A PORTION OF FAMED CALIFORNIA
HIGHWAY CRUMBLES INTO OCEAN

2=

portion of scenic Highway 1 in the

Saturday, stranding about 2,000 motorists, mostly tourists, overnight.
The highway, also known as the Pacific Coast Highway, features stretches
of rocky cliffs, lush mountains, panoramic beaches and coastal redwood
forests, Large chunks of the road fell into the ocean. Officials did not say
what led to the collapse, but torrential rain had battered the area. There
were no reported injuries. On Sunday, uniformed officials were guiding
some motorists around the damaged road in organised convoys. wyT

Big Sur area of California collapsed

say
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Pakhtunkhwa province. A probe
has blamed the banned TTP
militant group for the assault

multiple raids carried out by
authorities. CTD sources said
authorities arrested Hazrat
Bilal, the mastermind of the
attack who brought the suici-
de bomber from Afghanistan.

Bilal is also wanted in
priorattacks onthe Chinese.

The report said the explo-
sives-laden vehicle was bro-
ught through the Chaman
border to Dara Zinda town in
Dera Ismail Khan district for
Pakistani Rs0.25million. Two
facilitators werealsoarrested
from Balochistan, the report
said, The report said some of
those arrested had links with
TTP militants in Pakistan
and that raids were still ongo-
ing across the country. rm

Pak SC to hear
case about ‘ISI
interference’ in
judicial matters

Islamabad: After backlash
and criticism, Pakistan's SC on
Monday decided to hear the ca-
se about a stunning letter by six
HC judges about alleged inter-
ference in judicial matters by
the country’s powerful intelli-
gence agencies. The decision
comes after govt on Saturday
appointed a one-member com-
mission headed by former chi-
ef SCjustice Tassadug Hussain
Jillani to hold an inquiry into
the allegations levelled by the
judges and submit its report in
60 days. Jillani had, however,
declined to head the commis-
sion. The govt had drawn criti-
¢ism from the opposition , as
well as lawvyers who wanted the
apex court to use its special suo
motu powers to hear the case
based on allegations. After the
backlash, top court set up a se-
ven-member bench to hear the
casefrom Wednesday It wasnot
clear if the probe commission
announced by govt would conti-
nue its proceedings. PTI chief
Gohar Khan, whose party had
objected to the commission,
welcomed the move by SC but
demanded that the number of
judges should be increased. em

ants: Young Chinese embrace ‘gross outfits’ at work

emselves showingup at the offi-
ce in onesies, sweatpants and
sandals with socks. The just-
rolled-out-of-bed lock was sho-
ckingly casual for most Chine-
se workplaces. “I just don’t th-
ink it's worth spending money
to dress up for work, since I'm
just sitting there,"” said Luo, 30,
an interior designer in Wuhan.

Defying expectations for
proper work attire reflects a
growing aversion among Chi-
na’s vouth to a life of ambition
and striving that marked the
past few decades. As the count-

ry’'s growth slows, many yvoung
people are choosing instead to
“lie flat”, a countercultural
approach to seeking an easy
and uncomplicated life. And
now even those with steady
jobs arestaging aquiet protest.

The intentionally lacklus-
ter outfits became a social me-
dia movement when a user na-
med “Kendou §-" posted a video
last month on Douyin, the Chi-
nese sibling service of TikTok.
she showed off her work outfit:
a fluffy brown sweater dress ov-
er plaid pajama pants with a

pink, light-gquilted jacket and
furry slippers. In the video, she
said that her supervisor at
work told her several times that
her outfits were “gross” and
that she needed to wear better
clothes “to mind the image of
the company,” The video took
off: it got over 735,000 likes and
was shared 14 million times.
The hashtag “gross outfits at
work™ spread across multiple
Chinesesocial media platforms
and it unleashed a competition
of whose work dress was the
maost repulsive. On Weibo, the

topic generated hundreds of
millionsof viewsand sparkeda
wider discussion about why vo-
ung people are not willing to
dress up for work nowadays,
People’s Daily, the Commu-
nist Party’s mouthpiece, critic-
ised young people for “lying fl-
at” in a 2022 editorial, but it has
refrained from scolding vouth
for what it called “being ugly”
at work. Xiao Xueping, a psy-
chologist, said that might be be-
cause the outfits are a form of
responsible protest as people
arestill doing their jobs. nyr

Omer Faroog Khan | Tun

. Islamabad: Islamabad high
:court Monday suspended ex-

Pakistan PM Imran Khan's

. and wife Bushra Bibi's 14-ve-

arsentences in the Toshakha-
nacase related to selling state

gifts he received while in offi-

ce. A trial court had senten-
ced them on Jan 31 this year,

justaweek before the Feb 8 ge-
: neral elections. Despite the

suspensions, Imran (71) will

: not be released as he was con-
: victed in two other cases.

HC said the Toshakhana

sentences would remain su-
spended until it decided Im-

ran’s appeal case after the
Eid holidays that begin in 10
days. “No evidence backs up

. this conviction,” Imran's la-
. wyer Ali Zafar told repor-

ters, explaining why HC put
the sentences on hold at the

. appeal’sfirst hearing itself.

The trial court had also

barred Imran and Bushra
: from holding any public offi-
. e for 10 vears and slapped a

fine of Pak Rs 787 million

I' ($2.8 million)each.

The case against Imran

:

Imran Khan and wife Bushra Bibi
are accused of retaining state gifts
received when he was PM. Imran
will not be released as he has
been convicted in 2 other cases

and his wife was filed by Na-
tional Accountability Bu-
reatl (NAB), Pakistan's anti-
corruption watchdog, last
Dec accusing the couple for
retaining a jewellery set re-
ceived from the Saudi crown
prince against an underva-
lued assessment. NAB clai-
med Imran and his wife rece-
ived a total of 108 gifts from
various headsof state and fo-
reign dignitaries when he
was PM from 2018 to 2022, In
the case at hand, Imran is al-
so accused of not disclosing
assets from alleged sale of
such state gifts valued at mo-
rethan Pak Rs14 crore.

AROUND THE WORLD

POTLUCK: Marijuana campaigners in Germany lit celebratory
joints on Monday as the country liberalised rules on cannabis. The
new law legalises possession by adults of up to 25 grams of
marijuana for recreational purposes and allows individuals to grow
up to three plants on their own. Germany now has some of the most
liberal cannabis laws in Europe, alongside Malta and Luxembourg,
which legalised recreational use in 2021 and 2023, respectively

Japan’s royal family
debuts on Insta as

the oldest monarchy
tries to woo youth

o

A QUEST FOR LIKES

apan's imperial family made

an Instagram debut with a
barrage of posts on Monday,
hoping to shake off their
reclusive image and reach out
to younger people on social
media. The Imperial Household
Agency, a govt agency in
charge of the family's affairs,
posted 60 photos and five
videos showing Emperor
Naruhito and Empress Masa-
ko's public appearances over
the past three months. The
agency said they wanted the
public to have a better under-
standing of the family's official
duties. By Monday evening,
their verified account Kunai-

cho_jp had more than 2,70,000
followers. So far, the images
are limited to the family's offi-
cial duties and do not include
private or candid moments.
The Japanese imperial family's
social media debut comes 15
years after Britain's royal fa-
mily joined X, formerly Twitter,
in 2009. Naruhito's father, Emp-
eror Emeritus Akihito — who
abdicated the throne in 2019 —
and his wife were popular
during their time. But currently,
the royal family's fans largely
belong to older generations.

US YouTuber released after
being kidnapped in Haiti

An American YouTube persona-
lity who was kidnapped two
weeks ago by a gang leader in
Haiti was released over the
weekend and was on his way
home to the US on Monday.
Adisson Pierre Maalouf, 26, had
travelled from the neighbouring
Dominican Republic to intervie-
w Jimmy Cherizier, a former
police officer and gang leader
known as Barbecue. Maalouf
said online that he had been
abducted by a rival gang leader
and held in a *concrete shack
surrounded by barbed wire”.
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IT'S INSPIRATIONAL, NO -
QUESTION ABOUT IT. TO =
| THINK THAT RISHABH HAD g
THE ABILITY TO DO THIS
TONIGHT, AFTER THE INJURIES THAT
HE SUSTAINED, IS UNBELIEV o
YOU'RE NOT A HUMAN BEING IF & *
YOU'RE NOT INSPIRED BY HIM,"
~Shane Watson |
On Rishabh Pant's innings

Trent Boult has
produced his
best bowling
performance

KK choudhar for Rajasthan Royals, bettering the 3/29

Boult, Chahal, Parag Star As . » T e il
Mumbai Suffer Hat-trick Of Losses l . ON FIRE! Trent Bout leaps after
ismissing Rohit Sharma on Monday
-

Mumbai Indians, surpassing the 2/30 for
Gaurav.Gupta@timesgroup.com

SPORT
@

FACE-OFF
RCB
LSG

Won by

LSG
Vs

A

A ROYAL THRASHING FOR Mi

TVTIME
730 PM

STAR SPORTS / NOCINEMA

SCOREBOARD

Mi: | Kishan ¢ Samson b Burger
16, R Sharma c Samson b Boult
0. N Dhir lbw b Boult 0, D Brevis
¢ Burger b Boult 0, T Varma ¢
Ashwin b Chahal 32, H Pandya
¢ sub (Powell) b Chahal 34, P
Chawla c Hetmyer b Avesh 3, T
David ¢ Boult b Burger 17, G
Coetzee ¢ Hetmyer b Chahal 4,
J Bumrah not out 8, A Madhwal
not out 4; Extras (bl, Ib2, wd):
7; Total (RR 6.25): 125/9; FoW:
1-1, 2-1, 3-14, 4-20, 5-76, 6-83,
7-95, 8-111, 9-114; Bowling:
Boult 4-0-22-3, Burger 4-0-32-2,
Avesh 4-0-30-1, Chahal 4-0-11-
3, Ashwin 4-0-27-0

SRR: Y Jaiswal c David b
Maphaka 10, ) Buttler c Chawla
b Madhwal 13, S Samson b
Madhwal 12, R Parag not out
54, R Ashwin ¢ Varma b
Madhwal 16, S Dubey not out
8: Extras (b2, b2, w10): 14;
Total (15.3 ov; RR: 8.19): 127/4;
FoW: 1-10, 2-42, 3-48, 4-88;
Bowling: Maphaka 2-0-23-1,
Bumrah 4-0-26-0, Madhwal 4-0-
20-3, Coetzee 2.3-0-36-0,
Chawla 3-0-18-0

Resuli: RR won by 6 wickets
(with 27 balls remaining)

KKR in Kolkata on May 13, 2017.

Rohit Sharma, with his
first-ball duck, has now
emulated Dinesh Karthik's
tally of 17 ducks in the IPL.

Both share this unwanted record for
most ducks in the IPL.

Mumbai: Smashing Gerald Coetzee for
back-to-back sixes over cover and then to
mid-wicket, before sealing the chase with a
top-edged four, Rivan Parag, following up
on his scores of 43, 84 not out, finished with
a sizzling 54 not out off 39 balls. Plaving
some regal shots while hitting five fours and
three sixes, Parag made the difference in a
low-scoring game, guiding the Rajasthan
Rovals to an emphatic six-wicket win over
the Mumbai Indians on Monday night at the
Wankhede Stadium. Parag’s second fifty on
the trot ensured that RR, who initially
looked shaky while chasing 126, reached
home with as many as 27 balls to spare.
Meanwhile, in a season which is turning
out to be miserable for them with every
match, MI having now lost their first three
games in the season and are languishing at

Rohit Sharma, Naman Dhir &
Dewald Brevis have provided the
sixth instance of three batters out
of the top four getting dismissed

without scoring in an IPL innings.

Royan Parag's
average while
scoring 181 runs,
including two fifties,

at a strike rate of 160.17 in 3 IPL innings
this season, the best among all batters

this season. His tally is the joint-highest
with Virat Kohli {(avg. 90.50 in 3 innings).

"
5

the bottom of the 10-team pool, with their
net run rate a shoddy -1.423. In stark con-
trast, the Royals, having won all their three
games so far, are now topping the table.
Thriving on a spicy pitch with pace and
bounce, RR's left-arm pacers Trent Boult (3-
22 in four overs) and Nandre Burger (2-32 in
four overs) left MI limping at 20/4 in the
fourth over, before seasoned leg-spinner Yuz-
vendra Chahal (3-11 in four overs) snuffed
the life out of the latter half of the hosts’
innings, which was restricted to 125/9.

Mumbai
Indians’
score is
the lowest

by any team in this &dition of the IPL. The
previous lowest was 143/8 by Gujarat
Titans vs CSK in Chennai on March 26.

Yuzvendra Chahal has
emulated Jasprit Bumrah's
tally of 20 three-wicket
hauls in the IPL.

—Sials: Rajesh Kumar

i o

A fine spell by speedster Akash Madh-
wal (3-20 in four overs) threatened to derail
RR’s innings, but Parag, who is currently
enjoving by far the best IPL season of his
career, ensured that the visitors reached
home safely, adding 40 off 35 balls for the
fourth wicket with R Ashwin (16) and 39 in
just 19 balls for the fifth wicket with Shub-
ham Dubey({8 not out).

RE lost Yashasvi Jaiswal (10}, the off-
colour Jos Buttler (13) and skipper Sanju
Samson (12) with 48 on the board, but Par-
ag's blazing blade carried them through.

Earlier, complimenting the brilliant ef-
fort of their bowlers, KR fielded superbly,
taking as many as eight catches- some of
them being outstanding ones. MI's plight
would've been worse but for a 56-run fifth
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wicket partnership in 36 balls between skip-
per Hardik Pandya (34, 21b, 6x4) and Tilak
Varma (32, 29b, 2x6).

Put in to bat on a juicy pitch, the hosts
were blown away right at the start by a fiery
spell by Boult, whose triple strike in his first
two overs revived memories of a similarly
destructive spell that triggered India’s de-
feat in the 2019 World Cup semifinal at Old
Trafford, Manchester.

With the fifth and sixth ball of his first
over, Boult scalped MI's former captain Ro-
hit Sharma (caught brilliantly by RR cap-
tain Sanju Samson diving to his right) and
Naman Dhir, who fell lbw while playing
down the wrong line to an inswinging ball
he had no clue about, for ‘golden ducks.’
Boult now has taken 25 wickets in his first

. — ——

over in the [PL-the maximum along with
Sunrisers’ pacer Bhuvneshwar Kumar.

Rattled by the early blows, MI, in a poor
decision caused more by panic perhaps, sent
Dewald Brevis as an ‘Impact Plaver’ No 4,
but the South African became the third MI
batter on the night to be out for a first-ball
duck, leaving his team tottering at 14 for
three in the third over. Brevis playved a poor
stroke, throwing his bat at an outgoing Boult
delivery to be caught at short third man.

The tall Burger then joined in the fun,
having Ishan Kishan (16 off 14 balls) caught
behind At that point, MI looked to be in dan-
ger of being shot out for an embarrassing
total, before Pandya and Varma saved them
the blushes, However, that was when Chahal
began to weave his magic.

Pandya gets booed at toss, Manjrekar tells crowd to ‘behave’

Gaurav.Gupta@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: As expected, new Mumbai Indi-
ans skipper Hardik Pandya was booed at the
toss by the Wankhede Stadium crowd during
the Mumbai Indians’ first home game, even
as the spectators kept chanting former Ml
captain Rohit Sharma’s name. In what must
be the first instance of its kind, the booing
prompted former India batsman-turned
commentator Sanjay Manjrekar to tell the
crowd to “behave” during the toss.

“Got the two captains with me. Hardik
Pandva, captain of the Mumbai Indians. Big
round of applause ladies and gentlemen, be-

HARDIK
PANDYA

.

have,” Manjrekar said, as the crowd booed
Pandya once Manjrekar announced his name.
Even Rohit was seen asking the crowd to re-
frain from the booing.To Pandya and MI's
relief, the crowd did cheer for the 30-vear-old
when he hammered six fours in his 21-ball 30-
run cameo after MI were asked to bat first by
the Royals. Since he took over the MI captain-
cy from Rohit, Pandva has been booed by the
crowds in MI's first two matches of this IPL
season in Ahmedabad and Hyderabad.
Pandya can take heart from the fact that
several star India cricketers, iIncluding Virat
Kohli — during an IPL. match in 2013 — and
Harbhajan Singh, and on one occasion in a

Test against England in 20086, even the leg-
endary Sachin Tendulkar, have been the
target of boos by the Wankhede crowd.

Rohit posters not allowed?

Before the match began, MI supporters
carrying posters backing Rohit, were disap-
pointed as they were asked to leave their ban-
ners and posters outside the stadium by the
police. It's learnt that the cops were following
instructions from the Election Commission
of India that barred any posters-banners car-
ryving political messages inside the venue, and
in doing so, ended up telling the fans to leave
all their posters outside the stadium.

Master and protégé sparkle in Viza@

IPL

Both Dhoni & Pant Turned The Clock Back
In The CSK-DC Clash In Their Own Way

Hindol.Basu@timesgroup.com

One that went a couple of years

back, the other that went a cou-
ple of decades back.

A quintessential Rishabh Pant
innings was followed by vintage
MS Dhoni in Vizag on Sunday. The
protége, coming back to competi-
tive cricket after a horrific acci-
dent in December 2022, showed his
wares first, then the master turned
it on and made everyone stand up
and yearn for more.

Dhoni’s powerful hits to the
boundary ropes, and bevond it,
were reminiscent of the time he
went berserk against bowlers soon
after he had made his internation-
al debut.

It was rolling back of the clock.

His flowing golden mane peer-
ing out of the helmet added to the
trip down the memory lane. His
fans had spent two matches in this
vear's [PL without getting to see
him wield the willow. They were
eagerly waiting for those timeless
MSD sixes.

Dhoni hit three of them on Sun-
day, one with a single hand that
landed in the second tier bevond
the mid-wicket fence. There were
four bludgeoned boundaries too.
Sixteen balls, twenty-two minutes
at the crease, vielded 37 runs and
made the fans present at the sta-
dium and those watching on TV
delirious.

Dhoni's ‘box-office’ effect makes
spectators, pundits, former cricket-
ers question why he doesn't come

early and bats so low down the or-
der. On Sunday, he batted at No. 8.

Ex-Australia captain Michael
Clarke thinks Dhoni is prepping for
bigger challenges ahead.

“Every MS Dhoni fan wants to
see him as high up the order as pos-
sible. We've all said he should open
the batting. I think if there’sa game
on the line and he needs to go up the
order because it's what's best for the
team, I'm sure he will,” Clarke said.

Maybe Dhoni will bat higherup
when the situation arises, but Pant
did bat two rungs above his normal
batting position on Sunday, Com-
ing at No. 3, Pant put to rest con-
cerns regarding his ability to bat
like the days of yore.

A slog-swept six over mid-wick-
et got him going on the night. But
what grabbed eyveballs was how he
handled the sling-shot Matheesha
Pathirana who hit the timber twice
with two thunderbolt vorkers.

TWO OF A KIND: MS Dhoni and Rishabh Pant share a strong bond
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Pathirana tried his slinging, high-
on-pace yvorkers to Pant, but those
were dispatched over the long-on
boundary and sliced towards the
cover point fence., .

Pant looks fit as a fiddle post his
“inspirational” comeback which
has the cricketing world all gushing.

“To think that Rishabh did this
after the injuries that he sustained

1s unbelievable,” former Australian
allrounder Shane Watson said.
*You're not a true human being if
vou're not inspired by Rishabh
Pant, the way he was able to come
out and turn it on like that. It took
him a little while to find his feet but
once he let those shackles off, he
played some ‘Rishabh Pant’ shots,
and they were extraordinary™

RCB pacers need to
shape up vs Lucknow

Joseph May Make Way
For Topley; KL Rahul's
Fitness A Worry For LSG

Manuja.Veerappa@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: As RCB’s hapless
bowlers struggled against KKR's
fury last week, their homegrown
medium pacer Vyshak Vijayku-
mar stood up to the onslaught with
a disciplined performance. It al-
most felt like the 27-vear-old, who
returned 1/23 in four overs, was
bowling on a different pitch.

On Tuesday, when RCE host a
resurgent Lucknow Super Giants,
they will need their wayward
bowling lineup to take a cue from
Vyshak, who came up with varia-
tions, mixing vorkers with hard-
length deliveries and bouncers.

Going by RCB’s bowling effort
against KKR, they have a lot of
work to do. Given their limited
spin options, Faf du Plessis and
Co. have gone pace heavy but that
isn’'t working. One of the biggest
llabilities has been West Indies
pacer Alzarri Joseph. who could
make way for left-arm pacer Reece
Topley. Lead pacer Siraj has two
wickets in three outings and that
hardly inspires confidence.

Lucknow have their own share
of woes. They are sweating over

Bengaluru's three wins
3 have come by 18 runs at

DYP, Mumbai, on April 19,
2022; by 14 runs in Kolkata on
May 25, 2022 and by 18 runs in
Lucknow on May 1, 2023,
Lucknow's only victory was by
one wicket in Bengaluru on April
10, 2023.

Runs needed by
Quinton de Kock (2965
@32.22 in 99 innings,

2x100s, 21x50s) to complete
3000 runs.

Virat Kohli's runs
@127.33 (2x100s,
2x50s) in his last

five IPL innings is his best-ever
sequence in five consecutive
innings in IPL. The scores are
100 vs SRH in Hyderabad on May
18, 101* vs Gujarat in Bengaluru
on May 21 (both in 2023), 21 vs
Chennai in Chennai, 77 vs Punjab
and 83* vs KKR (both in
Bengaluru) (all in 2024).

the fitness of regular captain KL
Rahul. Rahul, who suffered a
quadriceps injury after the first
Test against England earlier this
vear, 158 being eased back into the
game, On Monday, he was seen go-
ing through a fitness test.

Ruturaj eases into role
of Dhoni’s successor

Shiva.Gundra@timesgroup.com

Visakhapatnam: Though these
are early days, Ruturaj Gaikwad
seems to be settling in
nicely as the new
CSK captain. In the
presence of MS
Dhoni and Ravin-
dra Jadeja, the
voungster has been
impressive. Gaik-
TV wad has also taken
LLUAENE some inspiring deci-
sions on the field which have
worked, like sending debutant
Sameer Rizvi ahead of Jadeja in
the 19th over against the Titans.
Importantly, Dhoni seems to
have immense faith in his capa-
hilities. In an event with the offi-
cial broadcaster, Rachin Ravindra
was asked if he looked at Dhoni

after dropping a catch. Even be-
fore Ravindra could respond,
Dhoni intervened to say, “CSK
have a new captain now.”

Coach Stephen Fleming lauded
the new captain, saying. “Transi-
tion into the job of captainey is not
easy But Ruturaj has done it seam-
lessly. MS by his side along with
Jadeja in the ranks means Rituraj
is doing well. His demeanour off
the field is excellent. We are really
positive about his captaincy.”

CSK's bowling consultant Eric
Simons gave an insight into Ru-
turaj’s captaincy. “Ruturaj is very
calm and he is a great student of
the game. Ever since he joined us,
he kept asking questions. As a cap-
tain, vou need to understand the
game. You need to know when to
make changes and why vou make
those changes.”

GALLERY

Sri Lanka on top

despite collapse
Chittagong: Asitha Fernan-

do claimed 4-34 as Sri Lanka
bowled out Bangladesh for
178 to take a massive
353-run lead in the first
innings of the second Test
on Monday. The visitors
decided against enforcing a
follow-on but were left
struggling with their batting
in the second innings,
reaching 102-6 at stumps on
the third day to extend their
lead to 455 runs.

SCORES: Sri Lanka 531 &
102/6 vs B'desh 178. acencies

ACTION TODA

BASKETBALL: NBA, 5 am
(Jiocinema)

CRICKET: |PL, Bangalore vs
Lucknow, 7.30 pm (Star
Sports, liocinema); Banala-
desh Women vs Australia,
2nd T201,11.30 am (Fancode)
FOOTBALL: I5L, Odisha FC
vs Punjab FC, 7.30 pm (Jioci-
nema); EPL, various match-
es 12.30 am Wednesday on-
wards (Star Sports)

BCCI may discuss increase in auction purse

New Delhi: The BCCI has in-
vited owners of the 10 IPL
teams for an informal meet-
ing in Ahmedabad on Apr 16
and there could be discus-
sions on potential increase in
auction purse for the fran-
chises and player retention.
The meeting will take
place on the sidelines of the
game between Delhi Capitals
and Gujarat Titans at the Na-
rendra Modi Stadium. “The
IPL owners have been invited

Nagal attains career-high ATP ranking of 95

London: Ace Indian tennis plaver Su-
mit Nagal on Monday achieved a career-
high ranking of 95 in the ATP singles
chart, following impressive results in
recent times. His previous best was 97 in
Feb, which he had attained after win-
ning the Chennai Open, an ATP Chal-

lenger series event.

Nagal made headlines in Jan after he
made it to the main draw of the Austra-
lian Open and also became the first Indi-
an to beat a seeded plaver (Alexander
Bublik of Kazakhstan) in the same be-
fore bowing out in the second round af-

MEET WITH IPL

TEAM OWNERS

for an informal meeting.
There is no set agenda. Since
IPL will be into its second
month, it will be a good time
for all stake-holders to get to-
gether,” a BCCI official said.
Likely discussions could
be around the mega auction
due later this vear, covering
player retention and potential

ter losing to Shang Juncheng of China.

After his Chennai Open triumph, he
playved two more Challenger tourna-
ments, along with an ATP 500 competi-
tion (Dubai Championship) and a cou-
ple of ATP 1000 Masters (Indian Wells
and Miami). But, his best performance
at this time was restricted to a semifinal
finish in the Bengaluru Challenger.

Currently, Nagal is preparing for
Grand Prix Hassan II, an ATP 250 event
in Marrakesh, Morocco, where he will
be taking on Corentin Moutet of France
inthe opening round. s

increase in the auction purse
which currently stands at Rs
100 crore, BCCI secretary Jay
Shah, president Roger Binny
and IPL chairman Arun Dhu-
mal will attend the meeting.
Currently, teams are al-
lowed to retain four plavers
ahead of every megaauction,
which is conducted once in
three vears and was last held
in 2022. The next mega auc-
tion will be held ahead of the
2025 edition of the league.

The two-month IPL began
on March 22 and will end with
thefinal in Chennai on May 26.

Gualifier 1 and Eliminator
will be held in Ahmedabad on
May 21 and May 22 while the
Gualifier will be staged in
Chennaion May 24 . The BCCI
had first announced the sched-
ule of the first two weeks be-
fore releasing the full line-up
of games last week after the
dates of the general elections
were revealed. e

Sumit Nagal made headlines in Jan after he
became the first Indian to beat a seeded
player in the Australian Open

 Mirabai qualifies for Paris Oly

Sabi.Hussain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Tokvo Olympics
silver medallist and reigning
CWG champion, Mirabai Cha-
nu, on Monday became the on-
Iy weightlifter from the coun-
iry to qualify for the Paris
Games 2024 after finishing
third in Group B of the wom-
en’s 49kg division at the IWF
World Cup in Phuket. She had
a total lift of 184kg (Blkg in
snatch +103kg inclean & jerk).

The World Cup was a man-
datory gualifving event for the
Olympics and Mirabai was
makinga comeback to the com-
petition arena after a six-
month Injury-forced break.
The Manipuri weightlifter had
last competed at the Hangzhou
Asian Games 1n Sep-Oct last
vear where she crashed out in
fourth position following a bad
fall in her third and final clean
& jerk attempt, resulting in a
thigh injury. Since then, Mira-
bai had been rehabilitating at
NIS Patiala underchief nation-
al coach Vijay Sharma.

In Phuket, Mirabai man-
aged to register five clean lifts
but was far from her best and

Getty Images

Mirabai Chanu

finished 11th overall. She had
lifted 202kg (87kg  in
snatch+115kg in clean and
jerk)to clinch silver in Tokvo,
while her personal best in
snatch is 88kg and 119kg in
clean and jerk.

“Almost every lift I made
today feltclean, clear and pow-
erful. Iam leaving this compe-
tition feeling strong and confi-
dent. The rehabilitation was
tough and demanding, but
with the support of everyone
involved in my rehab and re-
covery, I pushed through all
the complications, The jour-
ney to get here required re-
lentless dedication and hard
work and [ couldn’t be happier
being back on the ramp — lift-
ing and competing for my

country. The goal was to se-
cure my spot for the Paris
Olyvmpics, and now that I am
almost through, all my atten-
tionisonmakingamarkatthe
Paris Games,” Mirabai said
after her competition.

Mirabai’s chances of win-
ning her second Olyvmpics
medal will be far tougher in
Paris than Tokvo. In Tokvo,
she didn’t face any competi-
tion from the North Korean
weilghtlifters in her 49kg
weight division since the
country had boycotted the
eventowing tothe Covid-19sit-
uation in.Japanthen.

In Paris, Mirabai will have
to stave off some tough chal-
lenges from Chinese lifters
Jiang Huihua (216kg) and Hou
Zhihui (217kg) and North Ko-
rea’s Ri Song Gum —a world re-
cord holder with a total lift of
221kg, Then there will be Thai-
land’s Thanyvathon Sukchar-
oen and Khambao Surodcha-
na. Mirabai qualified for Paris
ranked No. 2 in the IWF rank-
ing charts after competing at
the 2022 World Champion-
ships, 2023 Asian Champion-
ships and the 2024 World Cup.
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F1 owner buys MotoGP

Liberty Media Strikes $4.5 Bn Deal, May Draw g e :
Scrutiny From Antitrust Regulators -

RODRYGO SCORES A
BRACE IN VINICIUS’
ABSENCE, POWERS REAL

Madrid: Rodrygo thrived in the absence of
Vinicius Junior as Real Madrid beat Athletic
Bilbao 2-0 to keep an eight-point lead over
Barcelona in the Spanish league.

Rodrygo scored both goals and Madrid
maintained their comfortable lead at the
top after Barcelona had won 1-0 at Las '
Palmas on Saturday. Vinicius didn’t play 52

because of a suspension over i
yellow cards. Jude
Bellingham set up

= -

w Milk). Source: Indian Food

Paris: Formula One owners Lib-
erty Media have agreed to buy pa
MotoGP on Monday in a deal val- |
ued at around $%4.5 billion, the |
American company said. Sia4ed
MotoGP said in a statement
that Liberty Media would acquire

“approximately 86 percent” stake Rodrygo’s second goal EE
from Spain-based owners Dorna in Madrid's third 2%
in a deal valued at 4.2 billion euros straight league win, = 2 X
($4.5 billion). Rodrygo's opener & f@l‘tune

came with a beautiful
shot into the top corner

from just outside the area
eight minutes into the match at the
Santiago Bernabeu Stadium. “He played
very well, made the difference with some
high-quality plays,” Madrid coach Carlo
Ancelotti said about Rodrygo.

VITINHA AND RAMOS STRIKES SECURE
2-0 WIN FOR 10-MAN PSG AT MARSEILLE
Marseille: Vitinha and Goncalo Ramos
scored in the second half as 10-man Paris St
Germain overcame early jitters to secure a
2-0 win and hand Marseille their first home
loss of the season in Ligue 1 on Sunday.
PSG's league double over their rivals
took them to 62 points and put them 12

The acquisition is expect-
ed to be completed by the
end of 2024 subject to
clearances and approv-
als by competition and
foreign investment law
authorities in various ju-
risdictions.

The deal may draw scrutiny
from antitrust regulators. The
buyvout firm CVC Capital Partmers
Ltd. was foreed to put MotoGP up
for sale nearly two decades ago to
gain antitrust approval from Eu-
ropean regulators for its takeover
of Formula 1 in 2005. MotoGP is
planning to host 21 races across 17
countries in this vear’s season, ac-

soya chunks

Last chance for
- Sathiyan-Manika duo
to make Olympics cut

dingto Croatiato play in WT'T

Feeder next week and then to
the Czech Republic. Manika

" THENEW
FORMULA

@ US-based company buys 86%
stake for $4.5bn from Dorna

@ Takeover subject to clearance
and could attract scrutiny

@ Canada Pension Plan
Investment Board bought a 39%
stake in Dorna from Bridgepoint
in2012

@ The remaining shares were

MOTORSPORT MOGUL: Greg Maffei

ings, which comprises mixed mar-
tial arts organisation UFC and
World Wrestling Entertainment
(WWE), had also held talks with
Dorna.

However, it was Liberty who
emerged the winners.

“We are thrilled to expand our
portfolio of leading live sports and

pinnacle of two wheels,” read a
statement issued by MotoGE
“Liberty Media will acquire
approximately 86 percent of Dor-
na, with Dorna management re-
taining approximately 14 percent
of their equity in the business.
*The transaction reflects an
enterprise value for Dorna/Mo-

M.Sudharshan
@timesgroup.com

cording to the company statement.

Liberty will not be the first
company to own both Formula
One and MotoGE Private equity
firm CVC Capital Partners had
owned both F1 and MotoGP but
was forced to sell the motoreyele
series to buy F1 after EU competi-
tion regulators raised objections.

“Liberty Media Corporation
has announced an agreement to
acquire MotoGP. MotoGP is the

quiring Dorna.

toGP of EURA4.2 billion and an
equity value of EUR3.5 billion,
with MotoGP's existing debt bal-
ance expected to remain in place
after close.” Liberty were not the
only company interested in ac-

According to a report last week
in the Financial Times Qatar
Sports Investments (QSI), owners
of French champions Paris Saint-
Germain, and TKOQO Group Hold-

and CEQ.

entertainment assets with the ac-
guisition of MotoGE” said Greg
Maftei, Liberty Media President

“MotoGP is a global league
with a loyal, enthusiastic fan base,
captivating racing and a highly
cash flow generative financial pro-
file. Carmelo and his management
team have built a great sporting
spectacle that we can expand to a
wider global audience.”

owned by Dorna management,
whose stake has dropped to 14%
following the takeover

Long serving CEQ Carmelo
Ezpeleta will remain in the post
he has occupied since 1994 with
the business headguarters re-
maining in Madrid. Ezpeleta said
he was looking forward to the 21-
race global championship evolv-
ing even further, acencies

points clear of second-placed Brest, who
wion 1-0 at Lorient earlier in the day.
“Yes, I'm happy with the result, because

it's a classic,” PSG manager Luis Enrique

Sinner gets third-time lucky

Beats Dimitrov In
Straight Sets To
Win The Title

Miami: Jannik Sinner said he
is enjoying every moment of
his sensational start to
the 2024 season after
winning the Miami
Open on Sunday for his
third title of the yvear. The
Australian Open champion
Sinner previously finished as
runner-up in Miami in 2021
and 2023.

The Italian thoroughly out-
played Daniil Medvedev in the
semis and Grigor Dimitrov in
the final to improve to 22-1 on
the vear and rise to a career-

best world No. 2. “This is a
special moment,” Sinner said
after beating Dimitrov 6-3 6-1
in the final for his second Mas-
ters 1000 title.

“You never know if this is
the last time or not. So you
have to enjoy this for one day,

and now a new chapter
is coming, clay-court
season is coming, so

completely different.

“Let’s see how I will play
from now on, But for sure, the
hard-court season until now
has been very good.”

Behind an improved serve
and textbook shot-making,
Sinner has been on a roll this
season, winning the Austral-
ian Open in January for what
is expected to be the first of

many Grand Slam titles.

His only loss of the vear
came to Carlos Alcaraz in the
semis at Indian Wells but after
his triumph in South Florida,
the Spaniard will now be look-
ing up to his rival in the rank-
ings come Monday

*Being number two, it's an
amazing feeling,” Sinner said.

“I never thought to come to
this point. I come from a very
normal family My dad is still
working, as my mom, too, For
me sport is one thing and life
is different.” Sinner’s coach
Darren Cahill said that the
22-yvear-old was loving life but
also stayving grounded.

“He appreciates every sin-
gle moment that is happening
to him.” reuTers

I'M VERY HAPPY TO BE

NUMBER TWO IN THE WORLD.
IT IS JUST A NUMBER, FOR ME THE
MOST IMPORTANT IS TRYING TO
EXECUTE MY GAMEPLAN AND |
MANAGED TO DO THAT."

—Jannik Sinner

said. “We know it's special for our
supporters. We knew the pressure in this
stadium where they were undefeated.

“There's always this desire to be
unpredictable for opponents,” Enrique said.

“I liked what | saw in terms of occupying
space. If you don't know where my players
are going to play, it's a surprise.”

CHELSEA BOSS HAYES HITS OUT AT ARSENALS
EIDEVALL OVER ‘MALE AGGRESSION

London: Chelsea manager

Emma Hayes criticised
Arsenal counterpart Jonas
Eidevall for displaying
“male aggression” after
he had a heated
exchange with midfielder
Erin Cuthbert during the
Women's League Cup final.

Cuthbert exchanged words
with Eidevall when the Chelsea midfielder
went over to the touchline to take a throw-
in in extra time as her side chased the game
at Molineux. Arsenal's Stina Blackstenius's
goal in the 116th minute secured the 1-0
victory for Eidevall's team.

“I think there's a way to behave on the
side of the pitch and not for the first time,
I've been in women's football a long time
and | don't think we should tolerate male
aggression like we did today,” said Hayes,
who appeared to push the Arsenal manager

away as they shook hands after the final

whistle. scencies

Chennai: With the Paris
Olympics fast approaching,
India’s top table tennis mixed
doublespairof Sathivan Gna-
nasekaran and Manika Batra
will have their task cut out in
the upcoming World Mixed
Doubles Olympic Qualifica-
tion in Havirov, the Czech Re-
public. The top four pairs
from the two-day tourna-
ment, scheduled for April 11
and 12, will qualify for Paris.
“This is going to be one of
the toughest mixed doubles
tournaments as most of the
top teams are set to participa-

PARIS GAMES

2024

te. This time, we do not have a
dedicated Asian qualifying
tournament and will play di-
rectly in the world qualifier,
the last tournament for Paris
qualification. A total of 32 pa-
irs will be eyeing the four
gspots,” Sathivan told TOI.

Six pairs have already se-
cured their quotas for Paris
where a total of 16 teams will
compete, with France ear-
ning a ticket for being the
hosts, Four of the remaining
nine slots will be decided at
the world qualifier, while five
will be based on ITTF ran-
kings. “To get accustomed to
the conditions, we will be hea-

andl hadshorttraining stints
in Mumbai, Indore and Beng-
aluru earlier this year. Howe-
ver, with the tight scheduling
of WT'T tournaments, we did
not get extended time to train
together,” Sathiyan added,
The 32 teams in the world
gqualifying event will be divi-
ded into two halvesfor the first
setof knockouts, with the win-
ner from each half progres-
sing to the Olympics, on the
opening day of the tourna-
ment. The remaining 30 teams
will have to compete for the re-
maining two spots. On the se-
cond day, the pairs will get see-
ded based on the first day's
performance, and they will
again be divided into two hal-
ves. “The two-day event will be
intense. Physically, it is going
to be exhausting, but we have
been preparing for this chal-
lenge for quite some time. Our
mixed doubles form has im-
proved in recent times.”
Currently, Sathivan and
Manikaareranked17th in the
ITTF mixeddoublesrankings
and will rely on the tourna-
ment to qualify for Paris. Af-
ter a poor start to the season,
the formertop-5 pairisslowly
getting back into the groove,
They finished runners-up at
the WTT Feeder Il in Beirut
recently, helping them gain
much-needed momentum.

TIMES NATION

Extreme heat

conditions to

coincide with
LS poll schedule

Tinmes News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: Earth sciences
minister Kiren Rijiju said on
Monday extreme weather
conditions were anticipated
in upcoming two-and-a-half
months that will coincide
with Lok Sabha polls. “It1s go-
ing to be very challenging for
all of us. Since weare the most
populous country inthe world
andfaceextreme weathercon-
ditions, it makes it absolutely
necessary for India to prepare
in advance,” he said at a press
conference where IMD re-
leased its seasonal outlook.

National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) has
already issued heat-wave advi-
sory for elections, asking Elec-
tion Commission to guide
states and UTs in safeguarding
against heat-wave incidents.

IMD director general Mru-
tvunjay Mohapatra said
above-normal heat wave days
were likely over most parts in
plains during April-June. Ten
to 20 days of heat wave were
expected in different parts of
the country against a normal
of four toeight days, headded.

Gujarat, central Maha-
rashtra, north Karnataka, Ra-
jasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Od-
isha, north Chhattisgarh and
Andhra may face worst im-
pact of heat waves,

As far as April is con-
cerned, “abovenormal” maxi-
mum temperatures were like-
Iy over most parts of the coun-
try, with a high probability of
it over central south India.
Above normal heat wave days
were likely over many areas
in central India and the ad-
joining areas of the northern
plains and south India in
April, IMD said.

Rainfall during April is
mostlikely tobenormal. “Nor-
maltoabove-normalrainfall is
likely over most parts of
northwest India and many
parts of central India, north
peninsular India, some parts
of east and northeast India.
Below normal rainfall is likely
along east and west coasts,
some parts of east and north-
east India and westcentral In-
dia,” Met department said.

‘Probe Involves
Our Own Nat’|
Secunty Interest’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Without reveal-
ing anything about the out-
come of the probe into the
US murder-for-hire charges,
foreign minister S Jaishan-
Kar reiterated on Monday
that India is investigating
the information shared by
US authorities because it in-
volves India’s own “national
security interests”.
Jaishankar was respon-
ding to US ambassador Eric
Garcetti’s remarks on the is-
sue aday earlier in which he
had said that no govt or govt
employee can be involved in
the alleged assassination of
“one of your own citizens”,
That's just an unacceptable

Final hearing on Muslim side plea in July 3rd wk

» Continued fromP1

TYor the Anjuman Inteza-
—~ mia Masjid (Gyvanvapi
mosque) management
committee, senior advocate
Huzefa Ahmadi, with advo-
cate Mohd Nizamuddin
Pasha, argued that first, the
discovery of a purported
‘shivling’ in the wuzukhana
had led to sealing of the area
and, now, the tehkhana was
being allowed to be wor-
shipped by Hindus. “This is
akin to Hindus slowly chip-
ping away the mosqueand is
nothing but encroaching on
the land which is a wakf
property,” Ahmadisaid.
Drawing a parallel with
the fate of Babri Masjid in
Avodhva, Ahmadi said de-
spite an undertaking by the
highest executive of the state
before SC, the structure could
not be protected and was de-
molished. *... Allowing puja
inside the mosque's cellar
will result in discord and will

The US ambassador will
obviously speak about the
position of US govt, | will
speak about the position of our
govt, said Jaishankar

red line, he had said.

The US has blamed an
identified but unnamed In-
dian official for the foiled
plot to assassinate Khalis-
tan leader and US national
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun.

Asked about Garcetti's
comments, Jaishankar said
the US ambassador will obvi-
ously speak about the posi-
tion or thinking of the US

lead to disturbances. Why
would they need this cellar
when there is a huge temple
adjacent to it and when both
communities have offered
prayers peacefully for centu-
ries? he asked.

However the bench said
allowing puja had not result-
ed inobstructionsfornamaz.

“At this stage, bearing in
mind that namagz by Muslim
community continued un-
hindered after Jan 17 and 31
orders(of thetrial court)and
the offering of puja and wor-
ship by Hindu priest is con-
fined to the area of tehkha-
na, it would be appropriateto
maintain status quo as of to-
day so as to enable both the
communities to offer reli-
gious worship in the above
terms,” it said, adding that
status quo would not be al-
tered by any party without
priorleave of SC.

The CJl-led bench said re-
ligious observances by Hin-
dusshall be intermsof theor-

'Working on US info: EAM on'
- Garcetti’s Pannun remarks

China’s 30 new names for Arunachal
sites to ‘take effect’ from May 1

- Continued fromP1

fter China objected to PM Modi's visit to Arunachal earlier

this year, India has repeatedly reminded China that such
baseless claims won't change the reality that the state isand
will always be a part of India. The official website of the Chinese
ministry posted 30 additional names for the region. Set to take
effect from May 1, the implementation measures stipulate in
Article13 that “place names in foreign languages that may
harm China's territorial claims and sovereignty rights shall not
be directly quoted or translated without authorisation™.

govt. “I will speak about the
position of our govt. And that
is that in this particular case
certain information has been
shared with us which we are
Investigating. And we are in-
vestigating because we be-
lieve our own national securi-
ty interests are involved in
that investigation,” he said.
“At this moment, beyond
the fact that there'san inves-
tigation going on, we have

der dated Jan 31 of the trial
court, subject to the custody
of the receiver. This means
only the priest would carry
out puja and related rituals
and the public would not be
allowed toenter the cellar,
While asking the Hindu
side to respond by April 30 to
the mosque management
committee’'s appeal against
Allahabad HC decision,
which upheld thetrial court’s
Jan 17 and 31 orders, appoint-
ing a receiver for the tehkha-
na and allowing puja, the
bench posted the final hear-
ing on the Muslim side’s ap-
peal in the third week of July,
For the Hindu side, senior
advocate Shyam Divan and
advocate Vishnu Shankar
Jain said only priests nomi-
nated by the temple trust
were permitted to do puja by
entering the cellar from the
southern side, which is dis-
tinct from the north-side en-
try for Muslims to offer na-
magz in the mosque. They said

nothingtosay,” headded.

Garcetti had, in an inter-
view, spoken against what
he described as any country;
having an active member of
its govt involved in a second
country, trving to assassi-
nate one of its citizens.
“That’s, 1 think, usually a
red line for any country
That's a basic issue of sover-
eignty. That’s a basic issue
of rights,” he had said.

the cowrt’s suggestion not to
expand the worship area was
acceptable to the Hindu side.
Ahmadi said for 30 vears,
access of Hindus to the
mosque was barred and sud-
denly the trial court judge. on
his last day in office prior to
retirement on Jan 31, allowed
worship inside the mosque,
which historians believe to
have been constructed over
the razed structure of the
original Kashi Vishwanath
temple. But Divan argued
that till 1993, the tehkhana
was in possession of Hindus.
Ahmadi said, “Within ho-
urs of the trial court order of
Jan 31, UP govt acted in haste,
cut open the iron grill to cre-
ate access to the cellar and on
the same day the worship
commenced. 1t effectively
presented a fait accompli and
stubbed out Muslim side’s
right to appeal. In which case
has the state acted with such
alacrity to implement a trial
courtorder within hours?”

CJl bats for
‘need to uphold
due process’
during probes

New Delhi: The topic of this
yvear's 20th DP Kohli Memo-
rial lecture, which CJ1 D Y
Chandrachud was delivering,
was ‘Adopting Technology to
Advance Criminal Justice’,
report Dhananjay Mahapa-
tra & Rajshekhar Jha.

“In the realm of criminal
justice, the delicate balance
between search and seizure
powers and individual priva-
cy rights stands at the corner-
stone of a fair and just socie-
tv.” Chandrachud said. “Atthe
heart of this balance lies the
need to uphold due process
while ensuring the effective
functioning of law-enforce-
ment agencies.

“Instances of raids con-
ducted and incidents of un-
warranted confiscation of
personal devices highlight
the pressing need to strike a
balance between investiga-
tive imperatives and individu-
al privacy rights,” the CJI
said, in the presence of home
secretarv Ajay Bhalla, CBI di-
rector Praveen Scod, CVCP K
Srivastava and DoPT secreta-
ry & Radha Chauhan.

The CJI praised BNSS,
which will replace Criminal
Procedure Code, and BSA,
which will come in place of
the Indian Evidence Act. He
gaid the two Parliament-en-
acted codes were significant
steps towards modernising
the justice system.

“From the initial registra-
tion of an FIR to the final de-
livery of judgment, every
stage of criminal investiga-
tion is slated to be recorded
digitally under the purview of
the proposed legislation. This
comprehensive approach en-
sures aseamless flow of infor-
mation and is intended to fa-
cilitate better coordination
and collaboration among
stakeholders involved in the
investigative and adjudicato-
ry processes,” he said of the
laws enacted by Modi govt.

“Summonses can now be
issued electronically, and
testimonies from withesses,
experts. accused individuals
and other parties may also
be presented virtually,” the
CJIsaid.

I-T move follows
Cong claims of
‘election-rigging’

» Continued fromP 1

M olicitor general Tushar
% Mehtasaid although the
v/ present appeal was not
related to the recent tax no-
tices issued to Congress, I-T
department has decided to
defer coercive steps in view
of impending elections.

The court also clarified
that the concession by I-T de-
partment was made without
prejudice to the right and
the contention of the depart-
ment and the Rs 3,500 crore
demand was not strictly re-
latable to the controversy in
thisappeal.

The I-T department’s
stand comes following pro-
tests from Congress which
alleged that its accounts
were frozen — a charge the
[-T has department has de-
nied — as part of BJP's con-
spiracy torigelections by fi-
nancially crippling the op-
ponent. The I-T department
has justified its move to re-
cover tax arrears and inter-
est by citing Congress's fail-
ure to file returns and not
following the appeal proc-
ess. It pressed on with its

The court recorded the SG's
statement that the department
would keep its order in abeyance
till the next date of hearing

claim after Delhi high court
did not entertain Congress’s
challenge.

Recording the SG's state-
ment that the department
would keep its order in abey-
ance till the next date of
hearing, the bench said in its
order, “The issues which
arise in these appeals are vet
to be adjudicated upon but
having regard to the situa-
tion now, the (income tax)
department does not wish to
precipitate the matter and
(says) that no coercive steps
will be taken with regard to
Rs 3,500 crore approximate-
ly. List the matter on second
week of July”

i i i II LINE OF NO CONTROL SANDEEP ADHWARYU
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"~ HARDIK BOOED AGAIN, THIS TIME BY HOME
CROWD AT WANKHEDE, AS MI'S LOSS TO RR

' LEAVES THEM WINLESS AFTER 3 MATCHES 15

Court orders judicial custody
till April 15, CM sent to Tihar

Will Influence Ep: cm REFUSED TO GIVE PASSWORDS Kejriwal to be

Witnesses If
Released: ED

Vineet.Upadhyay
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A Delhi court on
Monday sent chiefl minister
Arvind Kejriwal to Tihar Jail
till April 15 in the liquor poli-
cy case after Enforcement Di-
rectorate said he was being
“non-cooperative” and sho-
uld be sent to judicial custody,
Producing Kejriwal after
the end of his remand, ED did
not seek further custody but
alleged that he had tried to
mislead the officials who we-
requestioning him. Theagen-
cy claimed Kejriwal had told
them that co-accused Vijay
Nair didn't report to him but
to Atishi and Saurabh Bha-
radwaj, now AAP ministers.
“Weareaskingforjudicial

Anger over cop
suspensions in
min’s son case

"rhe suspension of four
MP cops in a road rage
and assault case — in which
a state minister’s son and
nephew areamongtheaccu-
sed — has left their collea-
gues in shock and disbelief.
“If such decisions are taken
under pressure from politi-
cians, how will police
work?” an officer asked.
One suspended cop told his
superiors he wasn't even at
the police station at the time
of thealleged assault. v

*Aerial darshan of
Adi Kailash begins

ln a move to enhance tou-
rism in the Kumaon re-
gion, Uttarakhand govt laun-
ched its ambitious project of
aerial darshan of Adi Kai-
lash and Om Parvat. The
package offers pick-up and
drop-off from hotels in Pitho-
ragarh, a 2-hour ride featu-
ring aerial darshan of Adi
Kailash. The initial package
rate issetat Rs 26,000, tun

F1 owner to buy
MotoGP for $4.5bn

Jormula Oneowners Liber-
ty Media Monday agreed
to buy MotoGP in a $4.5 bil-
liondeal. MotoGP said Liber-
ty Media would acquire “ap-
proximately 86%" stake fr-
om Spain-based owners Dor-
na. The acquisition is likely
to be completed by end-2024,
MotoGPisplanningtohost 21
racesacross17nationsinthis
vear'sseason. P16
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3 of family run over
by truck in MP

A boy, 19, his sister and the-
[ \ir grandmother were
run over by a truck in MP's
Gwalior Sunday The three
were on their way to visit re-
latives on a motoreyele when
the truck hit them from be-
hind. After they fell down on
the road, the truck crushed
the women, Killing them on
the spot and sped off. The boy
died in hospital. Tun

City may escape

heat waves this
summer: IMD

New Delhi: Most parts of
the country are likely to face
asearing summer with more
‘heat-wave days’ predicted
from this April to June. But
some pockets of northwest
India, including Delhi-NCR,
may be better off with IMD
on Monday predicting ‘nor-
mal to below-normal’ day
temperatures for the region.
Releasing its seasonal ou-
tlook for three months, IMD
predicted ‘normal to below-
normal’ night temperatures
in isolated areas of northe-
ast and northwest India, in-
cluding the capital. Delhi
may get ‘normal to above-
normal’ rain in April. tww

pExtreme heat, P 16

» ED told court that to know party's
Kejriwal had told them election strategy
Hﬁft }%ﬁﬂﬂ\’&ﬂ > ED says Kejriwal
air contrary
him but to Atishi and m!ﬂhen
Saurabh Bharadwaj. At confronted with
press meet, AAP says statements made by
Nair had said same other AAP netas, he
thing 1.5 years ago called them ‘confused’
» Agency says CM did not » Agency says CM claimed
provide passwords of his he was unaware when shown
digital devices. AAP says BIP | evidence of meetings Nair had
wants passwords as it wants with other co-accused
»India will give reply to > AAP govt faces challenge
dictatorship: CM's wife, P 3 | to keep files moving, P 3

custody, subject totheright of
asking for further custody; as
per SC judgment in the Sen-
thil Balaji case,” submitted
additional solicitor general S
V Raju, who appeared for ED.
Rajualsoclaimed that the CM
had not provided passwords
to hisdigital devices.
Initsapplication, ED said
Kejriwal was highly influen-

tial and there was every lik-
elihood that he would influ-
ence witnesses and tamper
with evidence if released.
This could hamper the ongo-
ing investigation, it said.
Atishi, Bharadwaj, Gopal
Rai and Kejriwal's wife, Su-
nita, were present in court.

»ED: ‘CM said Nair...,'/P 3

housed alone
in 14x8 ft cell

A cellmeasuring 14x8ft in Ti-
/ \har's Jail No. 2 is CM Kej-
riwal’s home for the next two
weeks, The cell has an atta-
ched toilet and is located in
the ‘general area’ of the pri-
son meant for convicts. Hou-
sing around 600 individuals,
the complex is less crowded
than the jails meant for under-
trial prisoners and has thus
been chosen, report Raj
Shekhar Jha & Abhay.

The CM went to his cell
around 6pm on Monday. He
was given books he had as-
ked for — ‘How Prime Mini-
sters Decide’ by journalist
Neerja Chowdhury, Gita and
Ramayvana. Kejriwal, who
has Z+ securityv cover, will be
guarded by four personnel.
He will be stayingalone. P4

DMK agreed to island handover,
but made a show of protest: PM

Need to secure fishing rights: Jaishankar

New Delhi: Raising the is-
sue of Katchatheevu for the
second straight day, PM Modi
Monday targeted DMK over
revelations that the party
had consented to renuncia-
tionof the island in1974.

Takingto X, Modimentio-
ned official doc-
umentscited by
TOI to say that
notwithstandi-
' ng DMK’'s pub-
‘ . lic protestatio-
: ns, party stal-
wart and then CM of Tamil
Nadu M Karunanidhi had ag-
reed to the Indira Gandhi
govt's decision to hand over
the island to Sri Lanka.

The PM alleged that the
then governing party of TN
did nothing to safeguard the
state’s interests and stood
unmasked following disclo-
sure of what had transpired
between it and the Centre.

» ‘Double standards’, P 10

“xternal affairs minister S
.Jaishankar said govt wo-
uld open negotiations with Sri
Lanka over implementation
of the India Sri Lanka Mari-
time Boundary Act and a sub-
sequent deal based on which
Colombo is stopping Indian
fishermen from operating in
waters near the island.
“We should get fishing
rights. We need to sit with Sri

Lankan authorities and sort
it out. Katchatheevu island
was given away in 1974 and
fishing rights were given
away in1976," he said. The ba-
sic reason for losing the is-
land, the minister said. was
indifference shown by cen-
tral govt and prime ministers
of the day and connivance of
DMK govt with Congress re-
gime of thetime. P10

False narrative to divert from China: Cong

('“Dngres:a president Malli-
_skarjun Kharge said PM
Modi was spinning a “false
narrative” on Katchatheevu
todivert focus from his silence
inthefaceof Chinese provoca-
tions, and occupation of 2,000
sq km of Indian territory.
The party also released
RTI information of 2015, in
which foreign ministry un-
der then foreign secy S Jais-

hankar, said there was no qu-
estion ceding the island as the
area was not demarcated and
under the agreement signed
later, it lay on the Lankan side.
“Is Jaishankar disowning the
reply?” Jairam Ramesh as-
ked. Congress’s P Chidamba-
ram said the EAM had somer-
saulted from a “liberal fore-
ign service officer” to “a spo-
kesman of BJP-RSS”. P10

By changing name, you
can’t own our land: EAM
to China on Arunachal

TNN & Acencies

New Delhi: Following anot-
her spat with India over the
status of Arunachal Pra-
desh, China again resorted
to renaming of villages in
the Indian state to back its
claims of sovereignty, In Su-
rat, foreign minister S Jais-
hankar I'e-
sponded by sa-
ving the state
was, 15 and will
always remain
apartof India.

“If Ichange
the name of yvour house, will
it become mine? Arunachal
Pradesh was an Indian state,
isanIndianstate and will re-
main so in the future. Not-
hing will be gained by chang-
ing names,” the minister
who is on a two-day visit to
Gujarat, said. The Chinese
civil affairs minisiry relea-

‘India working on US
info in Pannun case’

Joreign minister § Jais-
hankar reiterated on
Monday that India is investi-
gating the information sha-
red by US authorities in the
Pannun case because it in-
volves India’s own “national
security interests”. Asked
about Garcetti's ‘red line'
comments, Jaishankar said,
“I will speak about the posi-
tion of our govt.” P16

sed a fresh list last week of
“standardised geographical
names” for 30 places in the
state it calls Zangnan.

This is the fourth time
China has released a list of
new names for villages in
the north-eastern state.

» 30 new names, P 16

- Leopard enters

N Delhi village,
injures eight,
tranquillised

A n adult leopard sneaked
{ \into north Delhi's Jagat-
pur village on Monday, ente-
red some houses and attack-
ed people, injuring eight of
them, police said. The ani-
mal, suspected to have stray-
ed from nearby Yamuna Bio-
diversity Park, was trapped
in a room and tranquillised
by forest department per-
sonnel, five hours after it
was first sighted, report Pri-
yvangi Agarwal & Abhay.

Cops took the injured to
hospital where they were tre-
ated for deep wounds inflic-
ted by the leopard'sclaws. Se-
veral videos of the incident
went viral on social media,
and in one of them, the leo-
pard was seen jumping onto
a terrace. The big cat is now
at a forest department re-
scuefacility and will be dealt
with further in accordance
with standard protocol. P7

Pre-merger turbulence forces Vistara
to cancel 50 flights, may hit 60 today

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Vistara's woes
ahead of its merger with Air
India (Al have mounted,
with “significant cancella-
tions and delays in the past
few days"” forcing the Tata-
owned carrier to “tempora-
rily” truncate schedules.
The airline was forced to
cancel close to 50 flights on
Monday. Sources said the
number of cancellations co-
uld goupto60on Tuesday.
Vistara — a full service
carrier that operates over
300 domestic and internatio-
nal flights — will deployv wi-
de-body Dreamliners and
Airbus A321s on domestic ro-
utesinabidtoclearthe back-

ROUGH WEATHER

» Many Vistara pilots have
been reporting sick in recent
months. Crew unavailability,
among other reasons, has
led to poor punctuality and
high cancellations

» Airline to deploy wide-
body Dreamliners and Airbus
A321s to clear backlog

» Deluge of flyer complaints

Breather for flyers
of delayed flights

ncaseof longflight delaysor

other emergencies after bo-
arding, flvers will be able to
alight from the plane through
the departure gate and wait at
the terminal, instead of sit-
ting holed up in the plane whi-
le waiting for it to take off, as
per new BCAS guidelines. P9

log of affected passengers.

There has been simme-
ring discontent among the
airline’s pilots over reported
pay cuts when they become
part of Air India, the Tatas’
aviation flagship, over the
next few months.

Many pilots have been re-
porting sick in recent
months and crew unavaila-
bility, among other reasons,
has led to poor punctuality
and high cancellations.

»Will cut flights, P9
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Why Pakistan’s tryst with
terror is boomeranging

Pakistan’s under attack - from Tehreek-i-Taliban (TTP) that operates out of Afghanistan.
Sachin Parashar analyses the problem and its implications for New Delhi and Islamabad

fter repeatedly warning the

Taliban dispensation in Kabul

of consequences for not rein-

ing in TTP, which is waginga
war against the Pakistan govt and mil-
itary in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
— especially in the parts therein that
were earlier known as FATA (Federally
Administered Tribal Areas) - PaKistan
recently launched targeted strikes on
alleged hideouts of a TTP splinter
group in the Paktika and Khost prov-
inces of Afghanistan.

While Pakistan claimed the air
strikes were in retaliation to a cross-bor-
der terrorist attack, Kabul accused Pa-
kistan of violating Afghanistan’s sov-
ereignty and fired in response at Paki-
stan troops along the border. The Paki-
stan air strikes were not unprecedented
and tension had been building up be-
tween Kabul and Islamabad for more
than a year over the activities of TTE
which wants strict implementation of
the Sharia law in Pakistan.

However, this latest and perhaps
most ominous flare-up seems to have
thrown into disarray Pakistan’s pur-
suit of strategic depth in Afghanistan
sinece the return of the Taliban to Ka-
bul in Aug 2021.

Explains

Cut From Same Cloth

The fall of Kabul in 2021 was seen as
nothing short of a victory for the ISI,
which had continued to support the Tal-
iban while ostensibly also backing the
US war on terror. However, Pakistan
probably failed to allow for the blowback
that could ensue from the Taliban's com-
plex relationship with TTP

The Pakistani Taliban was formed
in 2007 to fight the Pakistan military
but it remains an ideological cousin of
the Afghan Taliban - it pursues similar
objectives like overthrowing the govt
and imposing its interpretation of the
Sharia law. Its leaders have also spoken
about establishing an Islamic Caliph-
ate in Pakistan.

Earlier this year, a UN report said
the Taliban remain “generally sympa-
thetic” to TTP's aims and, barring a few
cosmetic measures like the offer to re-
locate TTP members away from the
border, have cared little about Paki-
stan’s repeated calls to prevent
cross-border terrorist attacks. Apart
from allowing TTP sanctuaries in Af-
ghanistan, some Taliban members re-
portedly even joined TTP in attacking
Pakistan as a “religious obligation”.

There are other reasons too for the
Taliban being soft on TTE, whose con-
tribution in the fight against the US-led
coalition forces has not been forgotten
by the regime in Kabul. Even as they
desperately seek international recog-
nition, the Taliban know that alienat-
ing TTP could see many Pakistani
Taliban fighters joining the Islamic
State-Khorasan (IS-K) terror group,
which remains a major threat for the

regime in Kabul. IS-K is the most vio-
lent and uncompromising terror group
active in the region.

Unravelling Strategic Depth

The fledgling Islamic Emirate of Af.
ghanistan was quick to block fencing of
the disputed Durand Line (the border
between Afghanistan and British India
drawn by Mortimer Durand in 1893, it
is now the border between Afghanistan
and Pakistan). This was a clear signal
that it wasn't a proxy government run
by the IS1. Fencing was erucial for Paki-
stan to secure its western border:

It delivered another blow to Pakistan
by ruling out any kinetic action against
TTE restricting itself only to facilitating
talks between Pakistan and TTE The

cil earlier this month to get the Taliban
to sever their links with TTE

India And Security

India will watch out for any attempt by
Pakistan to undermine the Taliban dis-
pensation if the security situation be-
tween Afghanistan and Pakistan dete-
riorates further, as that could also im-
peril regional security. For India, as of
now, Pakistan proclaiming itself a
victim of cross-border terrorism is
nothing short of retributive justice, as
India has long accused Pakistan of per-
petrating the same across its border. It
is significant that while the security
situation has improved in Afghanistan
since the return of the Taliban, it has
worsened in Pakistan provinces like

SPATE OF ATTACKS IN PAK'S I(I'IYBER PAKHTUNKHWA

March 2024 | Five Chinese
nationals among six

killed in a suicide attack.
No group claimed
responsibility, but Islamist
militants linked to Tehreek-
i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
have previously targeted
Chinese interests

in Pakistan

Jan 2024 | At least six
policemen escorting an
anti-polio campaign killed
in a terror attack claimed

Dec 2023 | At least 23
Pakistani soldiers killed and
dozens injured in an attack e
by TTP at an army base

Aug 2023 | Nine soldiers
killed and five others
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Taliban have also stressed the need for
Pakistan to set its own house in order
first, saying the TTP terrorism issue
predates their return to Kabul. The Tal-
iban leadership have condemned Paki-
stan’s move to expel Afghan refugees.
The latest escalation seems to suggest
that Pakistan's eureka moment of Au-
gust 2021, when the Taliban took control
of Kabul, is turning into a nightmare.

However, a Pakistan business dele-
gation visited Kabul barely a week af-
ter the clash to improve trade ties be-
tween the two countries, suggesting
Islamabad is in no mood to give up on
the Taliban. Driven by an almost con-
egenital obsession to counterbalance
India, Islamabad can be expected to
leverage the landlocked countrv's de-
pendence on Pakistan for internation-
al trade, and strong cross-border famil-
ial links, to get the Taliban to safeguard
its interests.

However, whether it will be enough
to also get the fiercely independent Tal-
iban to toe their line on TTP remains
anybody’s guess for now. In an apparent
sign of desperation, Pakistan has been
publicly attacking the government in
Kabul and urged the UN Security Coun-

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.

Like many, India believes Pakistan
is only reaping the harvest of 1ts long-
standing policy of using terrorism for
the attainment of political goals and that
Islamabad can no longer ‘run with the
hare and hunt with the hounds’.

Pakistan believes it has been let
down by the Taliban. India, however,
has no such complaint vet. Based on
the Taliban's repeated assurances in
meetings with Indian authorities that
it won't allow groups like LeT and JeM
to target India from Afghan soil, and
its own historical ties with the coun-
try, India has built a strong working
relationship with the Islamic Emirate,
even without officially recognising it.
That the Taliban are looking at the
possible use of the strategic Chabahar
port in Iran by Afghan traders is an-
other incentive. The Taliban have also
been very appreciative of the human-
itarian aid sent by India, including the
40,000 tonnes of wheat supplied
through the land border with Paki-
stan, and India is currently consider-
ing Taliban’s request to resume work
on its economic/community projects
in the country;

[LO reaffirms what we all knew:
Indlans are crazy about govt ]obs

IIIu!‘.’r_ratll:ur': AI

illions scramble to

get a govt job, pret-

tv much anv govt

job, in India, Take

just two examples. Recently,

for ~60,000 UP police consta-

ble jobs, there were ~48 lakh

applicants—that's a selection

ratio of 1.25%. For army

jawans recruitment, selec-

tion ratio is 3%-4%. And

ILO's 2024 report on employ-

ment in India, as has been

widely noted, clearly points
to a crisis in creating jobs.

Why, 30+ vears after re-

KNOCKIN' ON HEAVEN'S DOOR

forms and in the world’s

fastest growing major econ- :

omy, isga sarﬁ:gri ;?uukr:' so Problem with most ing, for example, employs
coveted? non-govt jobs just 35 million.

Regular private sector jobs

Expl ains with monthly salaries & ben-

First, let's
labour

» 972 million working age
people (15-64 in 2023)

» 586 million Indians are
emploved (2023 data)

» Organised sector
(private + govt) jobs, at 152
million, are just 25% of
total jobs.

» And in this, govt (Centre
+ states) jobs number

14 million. So, 2 out of
every 100 jobs in India are
sarkari.

» Only our 1.4 of 100
working age could be
sarkari

This 1s when LFPR in In-
dia is 49.9%, or roughly half
of the 972 million working
age people in India. Labour
force participation rate is
the proportion of work-
ing-age people who are avail-
able for work.

It's clear, therefore, there
are very few govt jobs. But
that by itself wouldn't create
a mad rush for these jobs,
That can only be explained
if, one, most non-govt jobs
were unattractive and, two,
govt jobs offered what most
private sector jobs didn't,
Both are true.

an idea of the

efits like paid leave are scarce.
Even in cities and towns, just
about 50% of jobs offer regu-
lar salaries. Of these, just
47% offer jobs with paid leave.

It gets worse. Working
conditions are even worse in
430 million+ unorganised
sector jobs. And, while govt
jobs data includes unpaid
household work and self-em-
ployment as emplovment, it
stands to reason many thus
employed would prefer a
regular job.

Attraction of govt jobs

» Entry level govt salary
for a low skill job is

Rs 33,000 (plus benefits
like HRA, DA, paid leave).
» Entry level private
sector salary for a low skill
job is around Rs 10,000,
often with no benefits.

» Even low-skill govt jobs
offer job security

» Most low-skill private
sector jobs don't offer job
security.

What will reduce the
scramble of millions for a
few govt jobs are lots of reg-
ular private sector jobs with
spme benefits for low, medi-
um skill workers. But that's
not happening. Manufactur-

So, what's the solution?
Pundits have come up with
various suggestions.
India must specialise in
light manufacturing,
which is more labour-inten-
sive, and where workers
don’t need to be highly
skilled. Bangladesh in tex-
tiles 1s a case In point. The
problem here is that East
Asia is well into the game.
Another solution, tougher
to implement, is to radical-
ly improve the quality of
education, with special
stress on technical educa-
tion, and create a highly
skilled workforce fit for 21st
century. The problem here is
two-fold. One, it requires not
just fime but enormeous polit-
ical will. Two, most high-
skilled jobs will be in capi-
tal-intensive industries,
which employ fewer workers.
A different idea is to focus
on services and not facto-
ries. Services jobs can vary
from highly specialised, like
medical or legal, to basic,
delivery personnel. The
problem is again two-fold.
One, this 1s virgin territory.
No country, at a similar
stage of economic develop-
ment as India is now, has
solved 1ts jobs problem via

services. Two, the viability
of a services-led labour force
depends on middle- and top-
end services being export-
able on a sustained basis.

Dole for unemployed

Post-war, Western econo-
mies recognised capitalism
will frequently create unem-
ployment and skills mis-
match. Answer: unemploy-
ment dole - a fixed, smallish
payment for those looking
for jobs or rendered jobless.

India doesn’t have uni-
versal dole, If it did, non-
govt jobs won't be as unat-
tractive. In part because low
wage/poor working condi-
tions private sector jobs
won't be able to compete
with the prospect of free
money. More important, los-
ing a private sector job won't
spell disaster, Therefore, the
scramble for govt jobs
should become less.

How will govts find the
money? One way is to re-
work welfare financing.
People with a dole (or jobs)
won't need free grain/free
power/free fuel, ete,

Note: Figures have been
rounded off for ease of
reading; Data sourees: Central,
state govt data, UN, PLFS, Pay
Commission, ILO; Data
compilation: Atul Thakur




